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exploited in recPrlt l1:onL:ls \':itll obvic'!Js success. h:(llc:pS, 011 tho 

OUl~ inuD'ility to cope v,1i~h t.1l(; Cl'il,~ pl'oblcm by call in:! attclltion 

to the: fact that govern:~'ent can only do so much in ou\' cOll1plc~x 

society. ,l\fier all, thrj cr"i:liG problem still leads tho polls as 

the nation's nurr,iJel' OIH~ dOI:cstic CO)lC2)'n, outranLing ,:1ven llllcmploy-

ment and inflaL"ion. Thl'ou~::H'ut the rwtiol1 our constHI:c:ncy (:xi)Qcts 

those of us in Cl'il~lillul justice to do SOI;,2thing about the Cl'ime 

problem, and whether or not that is a realistic expectation is not 

really the issue. It is not sufficient to say thGt the jub 'is too 

difficult, or that it should not have been given to us entirely in 



~~' ____ .~ .. _ .. '". r~,_,,_ ... _________ .... ____ =. =. =. = ... =~===============. =='::'.'::: ~. __ ._.'"3·~ 

-?-

UJJ\ blld~\.lt c;CCClunts for only about 5;~ of the o\'(,'ra 11 lW ti oni.l 

of (:~!l' tTl~ ~;' r"C' 
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govc:rn:,nL's 'inabil'ity to do SO[i:c:thing .::bGut this 1::OSt ir:;f1oi't,ant 

clol1iC'stic concern soal'S I:"itll it, unu 1 th'ink the lltltionJl level of 

i· 
! 

fI'ustn:tioll has just about teached the breaking point. To the 
i 
" legion of crime victims among us, and our victimization studies 

5110\'/ tliGt there arc;: far [];Oro of tli(:':n! tfwn vIe 2v~~r \'Iou'l d h:we 

wanted to o.cknc'.'il cdS1c, ita 11 Ins the ri lig of a I'IC 11 arches tl~atC'd 

cop-out.. 

It is of course quite easy to understand ho\'! \'/e have 

gotten to this point so quickly. After all, it is only 12 years 
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cut Cl'il1<? have not been fulfill eel, Tile natiollJl sense: of 

cI is i l1u s i 0 :1':.::n t t.'1 J. t c;:;·j tc 

soon. 

Gut ,·,lwi:, ane; whet€:: do 'de:. '100k? If it is COlT0ct 1:U say 

.": • t ~ .~ 
: .. : i • 

i '.' L' '; \, .. i i : 'I ;'1,': i 1,.,; '\.- t" :. ~ I 

... " 

c. t: 

I 



.. ' ._--. __ . __ ._ .. _----

] ;.' (I I 

, 
~; tl,:: l L.y 

C'j ty 

" Ill 't')' "Il"'l" ':'r'I'\! ~I'r; "·[·t""'· I '(, ~. t. l·, l I.. l, I t_".. ' .. i ... l J ~ .. ' 

j ~., 1; !, t! t I. ,;; 
.t o ,' ., 

\, , ' •• , ... '~ J 

J\nd it probo.bly is the Llnu~p(:ct8d liz:t~;rc of the l:~.ns(ls City results 

vihich make so rn~~IlY so unco:'lfot~table, t';ost police: ach,linistr~tol's 

citizon satis"l~'ction rUl'pOscs. f~~:nsts City jars thQt accer-i.'.,.J \·IiSciC;:l 

out of placo. It is discomfortinq; if the in~plic;ations of tl;e study 
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them, arid at a price t~; the to.XP;'Y'I' of O\'(;l' ,I hc.l f ,: I:;i 11 iOil 

dollars. I;O\'!' that is uncOLifol't':lb'iC'. 

It (11 so may be unfair. It usually takes mOrt: than c~n 

intuitive piece of knowledge to move a 1arse bureaucracy in any 

direction, and this is certainly truQ of lCll'ge city pol'icfl agencIes . 

.. It may be'that resoal'ch has several roles to play in pro:;ucing 

constructive change and that tv/O (If those roles are exel:!p'lified by 

the two KansasvCity studies on the one hand, which truly contain 

findings that are surprising and unexpected, and by the Rand and 

SRI investi~tltion stUdies on the other, \:hich, for th0 r,,:)st part, 
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tion of s'''ntcncinu is in pl'o~!ress. l'!hile Institut;:; sllnrortC'd 

studic:s gl~apple I'/ith the' Pl'oblem of sentenc'ing dispo.rHy, the 

fl"USll'1Ition level (If our ci~.izens r.'zmif(~sts itself in culls for 

knOI'/, hOI: ratrol u:~d d~tectivc I,'!ol'k is r;:c.nagcd is undel' (xl:l:1irntion, 

and those t\'IO elements ate the guts of policing. 

None of LIS knOl'1 \'Ihel'e any of th is \'1; 11 end. But \'Ie know 
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i SSl1e) (lIld \'llwt.hCI' thJ tis 1u it to c:.ny of LIS 0)' not! U;ll tis tho. 

\'lay it is Sloing to be. 
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