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Dear Colleague:

ACQUISITIONS
We have had an opportunity recently to examine the results
of an in-depth survey testing public attitudes on firearms and crime.
Because of the important information provided by this poll, we want
to share the results with you,

The survey was taken September 29 - October 8, 1975 in the
homes of 1,538 registered voters across the nation by Decision Making
Information (DMI), an independent survey research firm in Santa Ana,
California. DMI found that:

g ~- Pocketbook issues continue to dominate the concerns
of the average American (51%).

-~ Soclal issues have slipped considerably (24%) in the
last few years in the wake of economic and energy
criges.

~- In unalded answers to a query on ways to reduce crime,
only 117 listed gun control as their first suggestion.
0f the 117 mentioning gun control, only 17 ligted
reglstration of firearms and less than 1/2% listed
a ban on so-called "Saturday Night Specials" -- two
specific issues currently receiving legislative
attention by the Congress. The punishment category
was far and away the most popular suggestion (33%).

-~ 86% of those surveyed rated Congress'performance
in solving the crime problem as "Poor' or "Just
Fair" while only 13% gave the legislators an "Excel-
lent" or "Good" rating.

rent gun control laws, and 67 did not answer any
question correctly. In most cases people errored
in believing incorrectly that there were few or no
laws.

(:~\<Tﬂ~j) ~= Only 11Z of the people came up with correct answers
to all five questions testing t¢heir knowledge of cur-
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-- 71% of the respondents do not favor giving the police
the power to decide who may own a firearm.

-~ The vast majority (68%) feel that less than half of
gun-owner+ would turn in their guns even if required
to do so by the federal government.

-~ B4% of those questioned felt requiring the registra-
tion of handguns would not prevent criminals from
acquiring or using guns for illegal purposes.

-- A majority (66%) felt that, if there were any regis-
tration laws passed, they should be administered by
state and local government rather than federal.

~- Exactly one-half of those acknowledging gun owner-
ship claimed to have a pistol in their household.

-~ Most firearms owners use theilr guns primarily for
hunting (22%). However, 17% listed self-defense as
the principal reason for ownership while 97 use it
for sport or target shooting. 387 use their fire-
arms for hunting or sport shooting combined with a
self-defense use.

Since, as this survey clearly established, 82% of the Ameri-
can people believe in the right of law-abiding citizens to own guns,
we certainly hope all Members of Congress will weigh the peoples'
beliefs and attitudes carefully before gun control legislation 1s
acted upon.

Hasty action by the Congress, particularly based on the
mistaken idea that ''this is what the people want," would be a serious
error. On the contrary, there is overwhelming support among citizens
for their right to own guns.

Moreover, many citizens recognize the enforcement difficul-
ties of pending gun control measures. The survey showed that a
majority of the people believe that less than half of firearms owners
would comply with either a confiscation or registration law.

The survey results provide a valuable insight regarding the
misconceptions that exist in the peoples' minds abou piesent laws.
These findings are disappointing and disturbing, and indicate the
Federal; Government needs to do much more in the field of education,
as well as enforcement, with the laws already on the books.

For example, the survey asked five questions about present
firearms laws, Unfortunately, half of those surveyed were wrong on
a majority of the questions.
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We hope you will reflect on these findings and their sig-
nificance. If you have any further questions about this survey,
please contact Eric BHultman at 224-6551,

Siacerely,
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unanimous conscit ERC resulls of
new and comprehensive publle oplnion
poll on the lssue of gun control be printed
in the Recorp at the conelusion of my
remarks {or the enlightenment of those
Members of Congress who have not yet
had the opportunity to study it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER, Without
objection, it is so ordered.

{(See exhibit 1)

Mr. McCLURE. Mr, President, this new
national survey, carefully and scientifi-
fcally conducted, presents some public
opinion revelations on the issue of gun
controls that have neither been reflected
in the national press, nor probed by the
much touted polls recently presented in
the national media. It shows, for ex-
ample, that a majority of Americans—
when asked about solutions to the na-
tional crime problem place the blame
where it belongs—on the criminal; and
it shows that 86 percent of our people
believe in the right of the i1 vidual
American to keep and bear arn:

This particular public opinior survey.
conduected by Declsion Making Informa-
tion this fall, directly challenges con-
clusions recently drawn by polister Louls
Harris~—conclusions to the effect that
most Americans would support immedi-
ate and strict Pederal gun control meas-
ures. The DMI survey, asked 1,538 sci-
entifically selected registered voters the
kind of indepth question on the issue that
have not been sufliciently covered in
other surveys. Of specific interest were
the unaided answers to a query on ways
to reduce crime, only 11 percent listed
gun conlrol as their first suggestion. Of
the 11 percent mentioning gun control,
only 1 percent listed registrauon of fire-
arms and less than one-half percent
listed a ban on so-called “Saturday night
specials”—two specific issues currently
receiving legislative attentiorr by the
Congress,

ExHIBIT 1
ATTITUDES Toward GQuiw ConNTPOL: OVERVIEW
OF A NATIONAL SURVEY OF THE AMERICAN
ErLEcTORATE, OCTOBER 1975
SURVEY OVERVIEW

Decislon Making Information is pleased
to piesent the results of this survey. This
sectlon provides a brief overview of the re-
.search methods and technlgues used in this
study.

While the most sophisticated procedures
have been used to collect and analyze the
Information presented herein, it must be
remembered that surveys are not predictions.
They are designed to measure public opinion
within ldentifisble statistical limits of accu-
raey at specific points in time, This survey
is In no way & prediction of opinion or action
at any future point In time,

The project director and principal inves-
tigator for this study was Dr. Gary C. Law-
rence, Overseeing and asslsting {n all phases
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of the research sctlvity was Dr, Richard B.
Wirthlin,
Research Design

This study conteins the results of an ta-
‘howme of one thousand five hrundired
thirty-sight (1,538) registered voters within
the continental United States (Hawall axnd
Alaska were not inctuded).

Burvey responses were gsthered betwsen
Septomber 30 and October 8, 1976,

All respondents interviewed in this study
were part of s randomly sslected sample of
registersd votsrs. A detailed explanation of
this semple sslection method appears on
page 6, In general, random samples suoh aa
this yleld results projectable to the entlire
unlverse of registered voters within 8.0 per-
centage pointa in 95 out of 100 ceses.

Interviews were conaucted by Declalon
Meking Information trained personnel
throughout the United States,

Approgimately 16% of all interviews were
indopendsntly valldated for precedure and
content by a Decislon Maklng Information
professional, Completed Interviews were
odited and coded at DMI’'s headquarters in
Banta Ana, Caolifornia, Statistical analysis
and crogs-tabulations were produced by the
frm's own software and computer system.

Sample Selection .

Effectlve survey research must he hased on
& aample truly representative of the universe
of interest, An area sampling technlque was
employed to gather the data for this study.
All members of the universe of intereat in-
itially had the same chance to be included in
tho sample. This technique selected areas
directly proportionsl to the number of per-
sons of interest residing in that area, For
exsmple, tho Ukellhood of choosing Lot
Angeles in & nationwide atudy of adult hounse-
holds would be greatsr than that of selecting
Yedding, Callfornie, becanso of the presence
of many more housoholds of interest.

Tho essential feature of this saRmpling pro-
cedure ts that indlvidual respondents wore
prodetermined by the deslgn of the survey.
That predetermination wos made by the
careful specification of a series of random
cholces, The first step In creating an arsa
semple was the division of the total universe
fnto smaller unifs called primary sampling
aress. A primary ssmpling area msy be a
country, n political precinct, a census tract-
or enumeration district, As described above,
primary sampling areas were selected with &
prohabliity proportional to the size of the
targot of unlverse residing within the bound-
arfes of that ares.

From the large collection of primary sam-
Pling aress, secondnry or subsampling areas
were chogen. These areas might, for example,
consist of a c¢ilty block within a primary
sampling area such ag a city. Once the speci-
fic geographical area was ldentified, then
all dwelling units within the chosen area
were enumernted. From thls enumeration of
dwelling units containing potential respon-
dents, a pre-specified number of dwelling
units were randomly selected, and one per-
son, agaln randamly chosen, within those
housel:clds was interviewed.

Thoe application of these procedurez pro-
duced a calculable probabillity of being in-
cluded in the survey sampie for each mem-
ber of the potential universe.

Any further questions the reader has about
sampling methodology will gladly be an-
swered by Dr, Lawrence or Dr. Wirthlin,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

BAMPLE VALIBATIONS

COMPARISON OF TMIS DMI SAMPLE WITH THE GENERAL
POPULATION PARAMETERS

i perosnt]

m.‘ﬁ"

poputstion

1872 parametors

DML registerad (18 yours

N mple fo vots plus)!

19.0 14.7 18,6

20.5 18.7 20,6

15,0 16.9 15.8

15,9 18.8 16.5

14.6 15.4 13,5

15.0 15,4 15.1

50,5 41.4 48.8

48.5 52,8 51,2

6,2 58

24.6 20,7

1.2 19.4

Deop South. 78 9.3

Greal Lakes. . 2.1 21.4

Farm Belt___. 51 6.1

Mountain . 33 4.5

PaCHfiC.cennaanmnnnn 13.1 12.8

Residence;

Urba, 35.2 NA

86.4 NA

R R 28.4 NA
15N

81.2 86,2

16.0 9.7

2.8 4.1

91 U.S. Census, projections of voting age for States, Nevember
4.

AN EXAMINATION OF THE WEIGHTING PROCEDURE USED

I THIS SAMPLE
1974
popiietion
Unwelghted  Welghlad  paraniaiers

| l 13 yea
TR TR

12,7 19,0 18.6
F{N 20.5 X6
18,7 15,0 15.8
16.6 15.9 16.5
15,2 14.6 13.5
13.6 15.0 15.1

X5
[21T: B 50.0 80,5 43.8
Female. corauernnne 50,0 «49.5 5L.2

Raglon:

New England__.._.. 6,2 6.2 5,8
Middie Atlaotic 24.6 24.6 20.7
17.2 1.2 19.4
8.1 7.9 9.3
21,8 2.1 21,4
5.2 5.1 6.1
3.9 3.8 4.5
i 13.0 13.1 1.8
White o ooeeecvnnnn 9.9 8l.2 86.2
Black. . o.oonevuen 16.1 16,0 9.7
Spanish-American. . 2.3 2.8 4,1

1 g; ‘U.S. Census, projections of voting age for States, November
) ARALYSES
Overview of key results
Per-
cent
Suggested steps (unalded) to reduce
crime:

Harsher punishment uee 28
Bocial causas._ . —————— - 23
Batter judicial sysi@i-..weeveem—me 11
Botter pollee 8foTtamaccvamccamemna 11
Gun controla e viacn e ———— 11
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Knowledge of federal gun laws: fair to

poor
Belief In right to own guns_ ... 82
Gun turn-in- would reduce crime—
NO cocrccccc e mm e nnmm—————— 13
Households with gun oo oo 41
(Counting refused to state).. ... 48

THE CONTEXT OF THE PROBLEM

This section examines answers to questions
which were posed at the beginning of the
questionnaire before the gemeral nature of
the survey became known to the respondent.
Becauss there wasn'l anything in these ques-
tfona to indicate our theme of the gun regls-
tration problem, the answers respondents
gave form a good Indication of the position
of gun registration and gun conflscation
attttudes In the context of all problems in the
nation, all problems of the community, and
problems of reducing crime specifically.

Most important national and community
problems

Pocketbook issues continue to dominate
the concerns of the average American in the
fall of 1876 with Inflatien and unemployment
the most important (Table I-I), Social is-
sues—erime, soctal unrest, drugs, racial prob-
lems, etc—which were so prevalent in the
late 1960's have slipped considerably in the
last few years In the wake of economic and
energy crises. Today such social issues arouse
the fears af approximetely one person in four
In a natlonal context. The main component
of these soclal concerns, crime and the need
for better lIaw enforcement, is specified as the
No. 1 national problem by 18% of all voters.
Though 13% may noi apreas to be too large
a number, in the contoxt of the great amiount
of attantion given to pocketbook ismies and
consldering that the responses wers unaided,
we must coneluds that such concernn are not
too far helow the surface of evan those who
#ivo some nonsaelnl fenr ay the maoat impor-
tatrl nattonal piroblem.

Concerns ovor ancial probleras (noluding
crime and rolated issues shows up coasidetr-
ably moro s & community problsm than as n
natlonal problem--all of which could be ex-
pected, ‘foble 1-3 Indicates that one out of
filve volers silll chooses poskethook fssues as
the most impuortant eommunity problem, but
three ouf of eight indicate the soctal lssues
are more important,

TaBLE 1-1! Moat important nationul problem

Percent

Pocketbook oo e 61
Inflatlon .. 26
Unemployment _oeeccocamanaeaon. 14
EconOmy-general 10
TOXOB e 1
Deprossion oo 1
POverty i 1
Foud shortage. ool .
Soclal o e et 24
Crime/law cnforcement 13
Social unrest. ..o oceoniao. 5
Drugs i e 2
Racial probiems 2
WRHAre e 1
Juvenile delnquUenCy oo ovunoas 1
All obher. i 26
Polltical corTuption. - ccn e .- 9
Energy crisis_ oo i 3
Forelgn pPOUCY-muvcmimencnccnncan - b
CGovernment spending .. cea... ————— 1
Ecology - ——— 1
President Ford 1
Social seCUrity e e amaen ————— 1
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TaBLE 1-1: Most {saportant national

problem—Continued

Percent

Education accvceaccnnonannmun ——— i
Atr pollution ) 1
Don't know/no opinloB-...--. ——— 1
Uniong/strikes ... ... - *
.

L]

*

Over population... ... ... e ————

* Lesa than 0.5 %.

Actual question wording: What do you
conefder to be the most important problem
facing the United States today?

Table 1 2: Most important community
problem

Pockethook oo 21

Unemployment aeeccccmomacmnne
Inflation aeecwen_-
Taxes ceccmucmmuman
The economy.cu._-
Lack of tndustry.. .o ...
Fiscal problems/cities......
Too much welfare.. .. c..-
POVOrtY comcommmceecemmnn -

B b e B 0V

|

Crime ..o..n et - e ——— 1
Moral deCAY.muuncw e
Law enforcement..

ug
Recial problema...
Judiclal system. e
Gung/gun  control
Prisons/parole ...
All othersa.ea.- et o e e

LR I S . X

fod
D

|

Don't know/no opinfon. ee.ccecmeann
No problem. e o cncnn ——
Education
8chool bUBINE e naccimnm i m——
Lack of government leadership_..._
Lack of public transportetion.... ..
Lack of public facllities
EcOlOgY wcomamemmmncnee - —————
Urbap renewal O -
Lack of low-cost houdng e ae ocaauans
Population growth
Energy orisis._.
Public health._-
Genoral cneeeon
Oother .cwccmeun-
Labor problems. .. .cocmuwcmcan ———

* Less than 0.5%

Actual question wording: And whit do you
consider to be the most important problem
facing your community today?

TasLe 1-3: Unaided suggestions to reduce

P @V NWRWRW PRI -]

crime
Percent
Punishment o mecvaecramcmccmccam 33
More severe punishment..cocuccnre--a 28
Relnstete capltal punishment..w.-.. ~ 9
Bovere punishment/gunS.eeeeeevamen. 1
Allow corporal punishmento.ee.--.. - ®

BOCIAl crccrncsmessn e ccan g ——r i 28
"
Strengthen famlly untbeueeaveacumens
Reduoco unemployment
Improvo publid AWAreNess. caem cimnaan
Reducs morel do0aY wuacwnucnonsmmew

Mmooy [
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Solve drug problem. ..o cwcccannnns 2
Reduce government corruption. ... 1
Return to rellglon .o oeea 1
Reoduce poOverty oo cawcannn 1
Improve public facilities 1
Reduce poverty. .o oo v e ———— {
Control TV programing ... .. .. .. 1
Solve racial problem. ... . .o
Reoduco welfare._... . . .. v
Pollce ... . J it
Increase police force . .. . b
Pollce walklng beat . ... :
Improve/quality police . 2
Incronse/authority pollee . 2
Judleinl e It
Tmprove judleinl system 4]
Swiry triels.. .. .. P 2
Legalize victimless crlmes. .. .. . . i
GQun controla.. ciaaciameen e eama. 1
Gun controle e ccacconunnn e — 8
Confiscation of firearms. cma. cecmueen 2
Reglstration of flrearms e cue v mmmun 1
Citizens/protect with gung...cceewenon *
Ban "‘Saturday night speclals” ... *
Penal Lo ovmeccacen e ———— 4]
Review parole system. o oo ..l 3
Improve rehabilitation facilitles..._.. 2
Prigon reform. . cecaioccmcaaenaoa L
Other/don’t know. ... L e .. B
Don't know/no opinion . 3
General . ... . ... .
Other .. . ...... - . ¢

* Less Lhan 0.8 percent.

Actual question wording: In recent yoears
there has been a sharp incrense In the na-
flon's crime rate, What steps do you think
should be taken to reduce crime?

A reading ot some of the sample verbatim
responses seems 1o reveal some quite slrong
language In expressing the opintons. It ap-
pears to be a theme through many of the
anuwers that too many criminals are poing
free or are not belng sufficlently punighed
and the blame is being placed in several
loentlons with a great amount of exaspera-
tton, Gun control a8 a hoped-for solution re-
celves itg share of emotion, but there 18 also
an indication that some who suggest gun
control hold the reservation that it might
not work, a point that is verified quite
strongly in later more specific gquestions.

The highest subgroup suggesting unaided
that gun control be the major step to reduce
¢rime is New England with 16%. Table 1-4
presents a proflle of those above and below
in suggesting unalded thal gun control (in-
cluding both registration and confiseation)
be the flrek step to reduce crime, Although
a larger perceniage of each group shown
in this table suggest another method (most
of them opt for harsher punishment), the
basic profiles are those that the reader wlil
become famlillar with In the pages ahead.
Inclined most toward gun control are young,
educated, liberal New Englanders (although
it should be said In all fairness that the
bulk of the New England sample came from
Massachusetts nnd Connecticut). Those who
are antl-gun control tend to be older, more
conservative, and very often from the South-
ern States.

Aided Suggestions for COrime Reduction

Immediatoly after the respondents were
asked the open-ended gquestion about reduc-
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tion of crime, they were given five cards lst-
ing some programs for fighting crime and
agked to rank them in the order they bellevs
would be the moat effective. Once agaln thie
was done early ln the questionnalre before
the full nature of the Ilnterviow became ap.
parent. 'I'able 1 8 prosonts the rank order.
tng belleved to he moat effective by the popu.
Intlon a8 whole. Except for the flesl twe
tteman, the rank order ponltioning of eact
program ls stablstieally signtfieant from L
placement. of every other program-——thnt 1t
It would have been very rare for the differ
enees belween the mean seores shown L
hnve happened by chance. Thus we see o
Lthese flve spectlie programs, the registra
tlon of all flrenring and the leensing of fire
wrns owners would be congldered much les
elfective than sliffer sentences for crlninale
s simplification of the court system, ang
better police eftorts,

TaBLE 1--4: High and low unaided suggestion

of gun control as a step to red+ce crime

Ahove nverpge: Percen
New England. ... ek d .. ———— 1t
Collego graduates. .. ..awooeeocaoan U
18+24 year oldS. v cmiconccccm—c——— 14
Great Liakes.... e e ————— 1
Liberals ..o e e 11
NONZRN OWNELS - anemmnpanamimamaan Y
Nonvoters ... 1
$16-$20 K. . ... .. u

Averpgoe - ae . e 1001
Below average,
Deep Houlh . . e [ {
Refused to stale gun ownership. .. (
Republieans .o o e ccieemen K
sSenlor eltlzens e e 1
Ouler Soulth. . .. .. L —— 8
45-04 yenr olds . . . - 8

Sunmation: Nol stunmable.
Taurk U s Pereewved eflectiveness of five spe-
eifie pragrams for combatiing erime

Mean
Seore®

End plea lLargalning and give con-
visted eriminals stUf sentences. .. .. 2.48

Slnplify the court system to produce
speedy trials wnd prompt sentencing 2. 51
Hire more police and provide them bet~

ter trulning and equipment... ... 2,81
Register all firearms and license their
OWIETS t e m i e e 3.31

Reduce prison populations and empha-
size outslde rehabilltation programs. 3. 87

‘100 hlghest percelved eftectiveness;
500 lowest percelved effectiveness,

Artanl gquestion wording: Bach card in this
stuek 1t some program which has been
suggested as n means of combatting crime,
Would you please read through the stack and
then arrange the cards in the order in which
you think these measures would be most
eifective, that Is, which one would be mosg
effective, which one second most effective,
and 50 on,

Table I-G presents a demographlc profiie
of the chief supporters of each specific pro-
gram, and Table I-7 expandg this profile for
those who choose reglstration of firearms and
licensing of gun owners, In many cases over
the years of studying attitudes of Americans,
we have used the data to point out con-
trasts from the commonly held stereotypes,
In the present question, however, the truth
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does not differ all that greatly from the com-
monly hald stereotype—in faot, the profile
ahown {n Table I-7 of thoss highest I aup-
port of gun reglatration {s as cohesi{ve and
clean ng any we have discovered,

Ancther point which should be noted 18
that the higher the education, the less the
inclination to belleve that greater police ef-
fort will reduce crime,
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Congressional rating

Congreas is given very poor ratinga on the
job it 18 doing to solve the brime problem
today #s osn bs sean fn Teble 1-8. It fe very
pad commentary on tho effectiveness of this
august body when two out of five (43%) rate
its effort as poor and a similar number rate
1t me just falr. It 14 obvious that voters of all
differant persuasions band together in this
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assessment of Congress, Some of the groups
harshest on Congress on this item {nclude:

Males

5584 year olds

256-34 year olde

Collego gradustes

Poat graduates

Indapondent voters

Mountain States

un owners

TABLE | 6.—GROUPS HIGHEST iN AJDED SELECTION OF SPECIFIC PROGRAMS FOR CRIMC REDUCTION

High group High group
Sex Ago  Education Region Sex Age Education Region
End plea bargaining and give convicled Male..... 155 64 less high Houniain.t Hite more police and provide them better Fomale... 45-%4 L
cr(nelm!: slllg santonces. schoot. ! . lrainlm‘and aquipment. '12:&‘3.': Dular South.!
s;mrllty the court aystam to produce speady . .do .. 155 64 Posigrads!.  Mounlain and | Register 81l firearms and licenao thelrowners. .. do .. 118 24 Postgrads.... New England ¢
trials snd prompt sentencing. Pacific. Raduce prison ropula(lonl aid emphasize Male.... 118-24 CoMege Paclfic.t
outsido rehab|litation programs, . grads

t Groups deviate significantly from average.

TapLe 1-7; Groups highest and lowest in
alded choice of gun registration as pro-

gram for crime reduction
Highsst: Mean®
BNGIO8 cvv e e ———— 2,80
18-24 year olds 2,03
New BEngland ..o coccacunmn 2.09
NORgUN OWners. . meuw —a 3.02
LbBAra)a e 3.10
Low gun law knowledge 3.12
FOMAIOB e cmmmmn o s 3.18
AVOTRES v commm w3 31
Lowent:
High gun law konowledge.. ... 3. 06
Rofused/gun ownersnip. oom oo un 2. gg
3.

RuUrsl ..... e o —————
Ropubleans . cvvmmvan-- PRI e 3.56

91,00 =High; 5.00=Low.
wantx 1 8: Rating of Congress on solving
crimne problem
How would you rate the job Congress is
doing to solve the crime problem todny-—
excellent, good, just falr, or poor?

Percent
BRCEUENYE wimmicma e e —— 1
Good ... 12
Just falr. 44
POOP cvnmnmcnmven 42
NO OPINION cm v m s e e . 2

Knowledge of Federal Gun Laws

15 18 obvious from Table II-I that Amert-
can's are lacking rudimentary knowledge
about federal gun laws. The mafority believes
that & person can drive across the state ine
and buy a handgun and also belleves that
one can buy a gun by mail order from an-
other state, About half of them are correct
about & person convicted of a robbery a few
years ago not being able to buy a gun, but
still 61¢, elther belleve he can (42%) or
aren't quite sure (97%:). A majority got the
corract answer about & person under 21 belng
unable to buy a gun and 86% of them
sansed that a firenrms derler must keep
records of some sort by law, We belleve that
the last two items were the most easy to
answer which makes their knowledge scores
even less impressive, The greatest amount
of controversy on these points deals with
the misconceptions s}xrroundlng mafl arder

guns and ease of purchase such as driving
across & state llne. On these two polnts only
about one person in three gets the correct
anawer.

As 8 summary of responses, one out of
ten could answer all five questions correctly
and an addtitonzl one in five could answer
four questions correctly. As shown in Table
1I-I, 17 this were s test the grading curve
would be skewed toward the bottom.

Contrary to expectations, the higher the
formal education, the lower the score on
this kuowiedge test. One might slso expect
older respondants with moro axperiencs to
have the correct answers, but the oppoaiio
fs the case; the younger the respondent the
more the knowledge, Soms stereoiypes con-
tinue to hold true as showxn In Tables II-2
pnd II-3.

Gun ownsrs score consistently better then
non-gun owners, bui even a majority of
them are mistaken ln two out of the five
©Aases.
maBLE II-1: Knowledge of Federal gun laws

I'm golng to ask you @ serles of quesstions
about buylng a gun. Tell me in each case
whether you think Federal Law, as 1t stonds
today, prohiblts or does not prohibit the
gun purchase I describe,

Percent
correct
Under present law, can a person buy s

gun by matl order from another State. 36
Under present lnw, csn a person drive

across & Stete line and buy a hand-

BUN? oo o e e e 28
A person was convicted of a robbery some

years ago. Under present isw, ton he go

into & gun shop and buy a gan? ... 40
Undor present lew, can a under

21 go {nto a gun shop snd buy a hand-

[:43 81 . mm——— ————— 67
Under the present law, must s firearms

dealsr keep rocords om gsch gun ha

golls and the person to whom lve sells

I e rcram e e ——————— 1]
Bummary of regoonses: Peroent
Five correct ADIWOIS.aceucrwawa YRR § §
Pour correct AOSWerS.—w.. o —————— 18
Three correct aNBWEIB.c.mawccowmeen 21
Two correct answers a3
One COIrrect ANBWET e e o i BB
No correct ADBWETS..<mane e r——a————— 8

TasLy II-2: Groups highest and lowest on
overail knoivledge of Federal gun laws

Menn
Highest knowledge: ascore
Deep BOUth e 2.96
BIGCK e nce e rccc e v e 3. DD
18-24 years old__ ... .. e cmmma e 3,07
OWR GUN(B) . srcc v carccmn v cmam——— §. 28
Oppcee/police power to regulate_. ... 38.80
Lowest knowledge:
6B years 8nd OVera..ocer  vrcvecoan -~ 8.85
Coltege graduate..__._ ——————— 3. 80
New England... ... o - mm——— 3.86
Post graduatbe. . .o.o. r—eim e m———————— 3.6
66 84 years oMol o e————

Republican .. oo

Don't own gun(s)

TABLE |1-3—GROUPS LOWEST I FELTRAL GUN LAW
KNOWLENGE, BY SPECIFIC CASES

Sex Arsa Region

Purchose by m{; .ia};\ahl - Wban
State lins ... do. ... Rurd. [0 ":;"migfnm"
Fosmar convi .do ralt._. Groet Lakes

. Rural..._ New d.!
. Yrban.... DEon}ln
i (roups deviate significantly from average.

Tanue IIX--1: Bellefs of rights to own flrearms

Do you belleve that you, as a citigen have
a right to owzt a gun, or nos?

Percent

Do you bhelieve that the Constitutéon of
the United States giwes you the right to
keep and Boar arms, or not?

Percent
YeE e m e 18
MO i im e e 18
Don't &nowW._ e 4

Do you think that the “right to keep and
bear arms" applles to each individual citizen
or only to the Natlonal Guard?

Percent
Individual cltizen. — 70
Natlonal Guard.... _ 21
Both e - 3

Beliefs in Cltizens’ Right to OQwn Firearms

Probes of & person’s bellef &3 to whether or
not he has the right to own & firearm were
badlt into the questionmatre st separate
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iocations, The first two questlons shown in
Table ITI-1 occurred fairly early in the ques-
tionnajre and a third question almost to-
ward the end. As can be sesn, the other argu-
ments of the questionnalre did not con-
taminste Americaps’ bellef that they indeed
do have the right to own a firearm, thus in-
dlcating even more the stabllity of these he-
llefs a8 well aa the very strong majorities who
hold that attitude.

The belief 18 especinlly slrong among gun
owners, people In the Bouthern satates nnd
Farm Belt states, in rutal areas and aome-
what surprisingly (given soft patterns else-
where) college graduates (Table I1I-2), Note
in the table that those who refuse to Indicate
whether or not they own a gun are also above
average in belleving they have the right to
own one, an indication (8s will be pursued in
Sectlon IX) that those refusing to answer the
guestion on gun ownership are indeed gun
owners,

TaBLE 1II-2: Groups highest and lowest on
velief of right of gun ownership

Highest: Percent
Own gun(s) ceen 94
Deep South.an.. —w- 93
Outer South... - 81
Farm Belb. e omac v mccc e e 23
No/Tan-In guns would not reduce

CriM9 rcvvnmman o 89
RUIB: se @ cvcmemmacamm—.  mm—— 88
Refused,‘gun ownership 88
College (iaduBteae v anaeae 87

owest:
Yea/Tur 1-1n guns would reduce crime. . 38
Now England. oeecemacrnarmmens - ... - 35
Don't Gwic RUN . ... .. e ——— e e 2T
Middle Atlanblc... ..o ... 24

Current and potential arguments on gun
control both pro and con

Comparigon Arguments

Heven compariaon arguments weve lesled
whereln oppostng srguments on  specific
polnuts were submlitted to the rospondent
under the fictitious names of Mr. Smith and
Mr, Jones and the respondent ngked to indi-
cate how closely he agreed with one man's
position or the other. The exact wording used
and the percentage results are found In Table
-1,

Collapsing all answers to the seven posi-
tlons into a polnt system, we can classlty
52¢. of the population as elther very or
slightly snti-gln control versua 249 of the
population very or slightly pro-gun controt;
26% are in the middle ground,

Examining some of the specific geores of
gun control support groups we find very few
deviations from the most powerful argu-
ments smong respondents as a whole, The
claim that every citizen has the right to own
o gun Is the most powerful argument, The
frultlessness argument—that s, that crimi-
nals would filnd some way to get guns any-
way—is a good second argitment In most
detnographic subgroups, It {s also o good first
argument with non-gun owners, females and
residents of New England (mainly Massachu-
Batts and Connecticut), The argument that
criminals would simply turn to rifles and
shotguns even if the handgun population
could be reduced would also be a good argu-
ment,

On the other slde, the contentlon that
criminals would simply ignore the reglstra-
tion law would not work too well on the pro-
gun confrol groups nor would the argument
that some domestic shootings are not enough
reason to deprive everybody of the right to
own & gun,

TABLE IV~I; Comparison arguments

Smith belleves that If flrestms must he
registered, there would be less crime because
fewer people would have guns,
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Percent
Exactly llke 8mith v ccrcmcnccciaeaann 14
Lean toward 8mith. .o vmnccmannnn by

Smith believes that no private individual
should be allowed to own & hangun.

Percent
Exactly ke Bmith.. ot ccniciciacnann 13
Lean toward 8mith... .. e —— 11

Jones belleves that when it gots right
down Lo 1L, 1t's up to him Lo protect himself
and his ramily,

Pereent
Exnclly ltke Jonea. ... . PR 1]
Leatt toward JONEB. ov.cveoc cun:aam-n 20

Smith belleves prohlblting private owner-
ship of handguns would cauge fewer hand-
guns to bhe avallable and therefore crime
would go down.

Percent
Exactly Hke Smith. . ccriaaeaa. 11
Lean toward Smitho .o ccniicinccnna 19

Smith belleves that firearms reglstration
would enable police to solve crimes by trac-
ing firearms to thelr owners,

Percent
Exactly ke Smith_ oo aeaa 14
Lean toward Smith. .o Comeenonaanas - 22

Smith belleves that firearms registration
would make it mors difficult for the poten-
tial criminal to get a gun.

Percent
Exactly like Smith. oo oo 11
Lean toward Smithoe.cccmcmmvinean 19

Smlth belleves that confiscation of hand-
guns would decrease murders because these
weapous wouldn't be convenlent when son:e-
one gobt angry.

Poereent
Bxnetly ke Smith - . 21
Lonn toward 8mith. .. . . 2

Jonen helleves that 1 frenrma must be
reglslered, there would stlll he Lhe swune
ninount of crime because criminnls would
jpnore the regiatration law,

Pereent
Exactly llke Jonea, cueuo ... ..
Lean toward Jones_ ..o cece o ceiomnn 31

Jones believes that any law-ablding cliizen
without a criminal record should be entitled
'to keep a handgun if he or she wants to.

Percent
Exactly like JONeS v i ma v rccmmcaanmn 44
Lean toward JONES. v mucmccnccrmnnn—e a1

Smith belleves that the protection of citi-
zens from crimlnals should be left un to
the police.

Percent
Exactly ltke Smibh oo cmanicacns 17
Lean toward Smith. e iaena 30

Jones bellaves that even If criminals
couldn't get handguns they'd simply use
rifles and shotguns instead.

- Percent
Exactly Hke Jones ..o v erciiaan 40
Lean toward Jones. . .ecccecwnan vm—————— 30

Jones bhelieves that flrearms reglstration
would not help solve more crimos because
criminals wouldn't reglster their firearms.

Percent
Exactly llke JON@S coccccunmmuarmcanann 38
Lean toward JONES_ veammcncnncmmaannn 26

Jones belleves that firearms registration
wouldn't really help because potential crimi«
nals determined to get guns would get them
anyway,

Percent
Exactly like Jonea....-..- [P 48
Lean toward JONUB..auucavmmanavmmmuca a5
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Jones believes that occaslonal domestic
shootings are tragic, but are not enough rea-
son to deprive everybody of the right to own
agun,

Perrent
Exactly ke Jones..... .« comccccavnenn 27
Lean toward JONes. . ... cinimcvme ou 29

Government Arguments

The population tn eveuly aplit an the con-
tention that a national gun reglateation pro-
gram would eventunlly lead to the confiscn-
tion of regiatered puns by the government.
As can be geent In T'able 1V 2, the bulk of the
population does nol pince ttself 1n Lhe ex-
treme calegories of agreelng atrongly or dis-
agreeing strongly. When thls occurs 1t 18
uaually an indlcation that Lhe {dea 18 new to
the respondents and-or hasn't been thor-
oughly thought through yet, In the light of
the strong bellef that the Constitutlon gives
people the right to own guns, we belleve that
the answera to this statement indlcate that
the idea of governmeni confiscating even
reglstered guns is viewed as qulte far-fetched
in most peopie's minds.

The fears of eyentual confiseation by gov-
ernment drops the higher the education, The
Great Lakes 8States have the higheat fear
that this might happen, the Middle Atlantic
States the strongest disagreement. We also
find (Computer Printout page 583) that the
Deep South disagrees with that fear inore
than they agree with 1t, This {s perhaps some
Indication that the source of gun support in
the Deep South ls not tied to fears of con-
fiscatlon. Also (page 586) gun owners them-
selves are not all that enthused about the
argument. One subgroup where the confis-
cutlon fear {8 slrong (albelt we're dealing
with n small subsample, N- 43) 1a the Max-
fean-American community, Here 744 agree
thal the government might eventually cone
fgente roglatered guna, 'The Biacks, on (he
olher hand, do nob differ glignificantly from
tho populution ax a whole,

‘I'he low fonr of configealion ts nol to any,
however, that government ls viowod o bonev.
olent and Just as ean be aeen in ‘Table IV 3.
If & law were passed requlring people to reg-
{ster thelr guns, only 309 would want the
federal government Lo regulste the owner-
ship and use of firearms, whereas the vast
majority wouid want a government closer to
home to run the operatlon. Local government
units would be first cholce with 377%.

TABLE IV-2: Attitudes toward eventual
Gouvernment confiscation of firearms

A national gun registration program witil
eventually lead to the conflseation of regls-
tered guns by the government.

PeYeent
Agree Strongly.....ceemeccmcmmcmanaaoo 18
JUSE ARTRC. cam e amm e a e m e 32
Just dlsagree 36
Disagree strongly 16

TapLe IV-3: Level of government desired for
any regulatian of firearms and perceived
fairness
If & law were passed requiring people to

register thelr guns, which level of govern-

ment do you think should regulate the own-
ership and use of flrearms-—federal, state,
or local?

Percent
Federal cevvmaccucnoncmmanas w30
BALe e nacaaa . 20
LOCB] et c e nam e 3T
NO opliloNa e e neca s . 4

How falr do ypu think the government
would be in adminlstering this task—very
falr, somewhat fair, or not very fair?

Perecent
Very fair e Crmmmmmm e ——— 23
Somewhat falr. .o cceann ———— 04
Nobt very falr e e e e 23
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We can also tell from Taole TV-8 that the
days of honeat faith in jovernoient are over,
Only one person in four Lsijevin that the gov-
ernment (at whatover levil, but moat ap-
parently assumed federal;, would be yery falr
In administering the tusk of regulating fire-
arms ownership and use; about half squivo-
cate on this an¢ zay that they oxpect some-
what falr treatment.

The Mountain States would be the most
fertile ground In which to campalgn against
federal Inyolvement firearms regulation. The
Farm Belt, the Deep Bouth and rural areas in
general also appear predisposed to antl-
federal argumnts.

In terms of oyniclam toward government
administration of the task, post graduates
(normally not an anti-gun oontrol group)
are very cyunical on this point. The Moun-
tain Btates again turn out to be very cynical
as do those who already oppose gun oontrol
laws, Not meny subgroun distinotions in this
item appesr bayond tnete tow,

’ Peoply Arguments

The contention ihat "Xf we are serlous
about solving orime and violence, we must
coiicontrate more on people than on weap-
ons” 15 strungly supported by the vast ma«
jority of Arnericans; fewer than one in ten
dissgrses with the statement. The Outer
Bouth and the Pacific Btates are above aver-
ago in support of thla contention. Bas Table
V4,

sgsncaination Arguments

Azguinonts being heard in some ¢uartecs
that lawn banning the handgun or ah lesst
requiring registration could prsvent 2ssas-
snation attempts on publio ofMclals just are
not befng bought by the Americen publlo,
Thero Is vely strong disagreement that ban-
ning private ownership of handguns could
avold an sasnssination atteropt (‘fable IV-8);
moat of this emotion seema to stem from per-
captionn of utter unonforceabilily of hand-
gun laws ns will be xmined in Baction V.
TanLy IV-4: Attitudes toward people related

arpuments

If we are sorious about golving crlme and
violsnce, wo must concontrate more on peo-
pla than on woeepons.

Percent
Agroo Strongly.. ..o oo iweniiicaeea.. 68
JUust afref.. ... .o o iacieoen.. 207
Just diBagres. .. .o i e 5
Dinogrose strongly.. ceen v v invnenn 3

The constituencies who are abuve average
in dipegreeing with this argument form o
slightly different profile than we've become
gocustomed to:

25 to 34 year olds

Tha high educated groups (in fact, the
higher the education the greater the dis-
agreement)

Deop Bouth

Mountain States

Puclfic States (perhaps California's at-
tempt to do penance and reject the kook
Inbiel)

When the specific Instancen of nssessina-
tion attempts on President Ford were pre-
sonted for respondent consideration, even if
thero had been & law requiring the regls-
tration of all handguns, four out of five peo~
ple do not helleve that law would have pre-
vonted Ssral Jane Moore and Lynnetto
Fromme from obtalning guns, And of coursa
having obtained guns, there was even less to
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prevent them from using them, A few more
neopls believe that such registration laws
would have prevented Moore from her at-
terapt than would have prevented Fromme,
but these are very amall percentages (Table
IV-b;, in most cases where we can isolate
ourrent or potentlally pro-gun control
groups, we seem to find a hardcore 20-38% In
stich groups,
Pollce Discretionary Power Argument

By almost & three to one margin, Amerl!-
cans refect the ldea of glving pollce the power
to decide who may and who may not own a
firearm (Tablo IV-8). Literally every sub-
group analyzed has a majority of its members
in oppostiion to this idea. The margin by
which Americans reject this concept &nd the
atrong Inter-subgroup conalstency can only
lead us to conclude that certain natlonal
pollsters and commentators have misinter-
pretad thelr indings and are seriously mls-
reading the total sat of attitudes Amerioans
have towsrd the types, and extent, of gun
controla they are willing to support.

TanLg 1V-8: Assassination prevention

arguments

Assassination attempta on public offlolals
could be avolded by banning private owner-
ship of handguns.

Agree strongly..
Just AgTee. .eeicen-
Just AisARTE6. . un .-
Disagred strongly.

Within the past few weeks, two people
have tried to essessinate President Ford,
From what you've heard and read, if there
hod been a law requiring the roglrttation of
all handguns, do you think that lay would
have prevented thesd two people from ob-

taining guns, or not?

Percent
Yos—-wovid hive prevented both...... 16
Would have prevented Fromme only.... 1
Would have prevented Moore only..._... 4
No—wsauld not heve prevented.. ... __ 78
NG oplnlon. .o e e e 2

TasLx IV-6: The question of police power to
detarmine guw ownership
Wouid you favor or oppose a law glving
police the power to declde who may or may
not own a firearm?

Percent
PAVOr e .- ——— a7
OPPOAD .+ e ccccmir cm e ammaamen e TR
No, opinlon. e e 2

Potential effectiveness and enforceability of
gun regiatration and confiscation lawa

One of the most telling points of the whole
study 18 that thres out of four American
eitizens do not belleve that even such a
stringent law o8 turning in all weapons
would reduce crime (Table V-1). The key
olement In the bellef that such a law would
be Ineffective 1s that they don* belleve thet
criminals would give up their guns—Iin
ecssence, criminals and citizens atlke would
resist the law in the bellef that they are
granted the righta by & higher law (the Con-
stitutton). Thie 5 quite a clear cut pattern
of pragmatic realistic attitudes lined up
against a nalve ldealism,

The public's percelved ocompliance with
reglstration and turn-in laws further ilus-
trates the fruitlessness of the efiort, As
shown in Table V-2, the vast majority does
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not balleve over half of all Americans
would even register thelr firearms with the
Federal government let alone comply with a
turn-in law, '

Another aspeot of the effectiveness argu-
ment {a found in Table V-3 where over eight
people in ten belleve that registration will
not prevent coriminals from ecquiring or
using hardguns for lllegal purposes, Agein
this appsars t0 be common senss borne out
with statistics. There la also some evidenco
shown In the table that people have become
more realistic and less idealictlc about the
gun control {ssue in the last 7 years. In
1068, a Harrla poll claimed that 45% of the
public belleve control of guna might cut down
on violence, whereas now only 379% believe
that gun control might help stop violence.
A counterpoint 18 that almost two out of
three now belleve that control of guns
might not cut down on violence at all,

On the compliance isaue shown in Teble
V-2, subgroup patterns are generally what
we have ocome to expect in terma of those
who would bo the least unbelieving (moat
idealistic) that irearms ownera would comply
with the law. On the gun confiscation side of
compliance, we soe that the young people ars
moat cynical. High cyniciam about a turn-in
law wes also found in the Farm Beit, the
8Bouthern States and the Mountain States,
TasLe V-I: Percefved effectiveness of a gun

turmn-in law

Just suppose Congress passed a law ra-
quiring sll guns to be turned in. Do you
think such laws would be effective In re-
duclng crime, or not?

) Percent
Yeas—would reduce crlmé ... Cawrmn 2B
No--weuldn't reduce crime. . ......_._.. 73
Don't MNOWL o i ieie e ceem e e ——— 3
Effoctive:

Would rexiuca crime. .___.. e b 11
Guns less avallable ... oo ... b5
Reduce crimes passion 4
Record of gun owners 1
Reduce accldenta by guns._ .. ....... 1
Ineffective:
Criminals won't glve guns 26
People won't turn in guns 14
Gun avallable/general..._ ... __ 19
Guna/black mearket. ... ... ___. 7
Impaossible to enforcs 1aw. . _.o.e.__.. ]
General ..o ivcecia—e e - 4
People .res guns for protection...... 4
Not all guns registered. . ... _._.._.__ 2
Unconatitutlonal ... ... .o . ... 1
Wouldn’t reduce ¢Mme. ..o oooenn 1
Sovere penalties for breaking law_ ... 1
Don't know/no opinion........ n—— 1
Control only hand guna .
Other moe e e e e e .

*Less than 0.5%.

TaBLe V-2: Percelved compliance with laws
requiring registration and turning-in of all
guns
If & 1aw were passed requiring people to

reglster thelr guns with the Federal govern-

ment, how many firearm owners do you think
would comply with the law?

Percent
ALl e 1
MOBE e e 22
Al et ——— w-ee 30
A TOW/80Me. o ne o cc e 45
NOne (e e 2
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If a law were pasged requiring people to
turn in all thelr guns {0 .the Federal gov-
ernment, how many firearm ownara do you
think would comply with the law?

TasLs V-8: Peroeived effectivencs of gun
registration laws

Regiatration-of handguns will not prevent
criminsls for acquiring or using them for
illegal purposes.

Percent

Agrod Btrongly. cemeeovocanaccvun o m——— 63

Control of guus might not cut down on
violence at all.

Har-

DMI ris

1975 1968

Agres SUPONELY.mccrnccmmemmman 301 45
JUSE BETBB.cvmm e ——— 33

Just AlBAZred. .. eemme e 22 ib
Digagrea SUrONRIYceceammncm e 16

Gus ownership patierns and reasons

To try to ancourage more gun owners to
admit ownorship of thelr weapons, wo used
a secret envelope technique. Toward the end
of the interview the respondent was given
an env<iope with a sheet of questions on 1t
which he or she filled out personally. We
thought that making gun ownership admls-
ston a little enster (as opposed tc having to
verbally say It to sm interviewer) would get
& more accurabtd reading Of actual gun
ownershlp in the natlon. The results as
shown In Table VI I indicate that the per-
centaga of guns messured difters orly slightly
from national published polls whers the
guestion was asked vorbally.

Approxtmately 6% refuse to atate whether
or not they own & gun. As wo have examined
the attitudes of this specific group through-
out the analysis, we have come to the con-
olustan that their attitudes are so much like
gun owners {(and in many geases are even
more intensg than those of gun owners) that
the buik of these pedple could not be classi-
fler! as non-gun owners, In essence then, our
measurement 18 that 489 of sll adulis in
tho nation ywn some type of firearm.

Table VI-I also Indicates that over half
of the respondents admit to owning the gun
themselves snd about two out of five in all
gun owner househodds clalm the gun is
owried by some ether family member, The
same table presents the percentage of gun
pwners who own various types of firearms.

As can be seen, asbout one person !n ten
(8% ) owns 8l threo types of firearms—
pistols, shotgunas, and rifies. Consistent with
sone stereotypes, there 18 & greater correla-
tion between rifle owners and shotgun owners
than there 18 batween either and pistol
owners.

The proflles of pistol owners, shotgun

\)\vuers and rifie owners as shown In Table
VI-4 verify this last polnt, Blacks, for ex~
smple, are not above average in owning
stiotguns and rifies, but are very high In
owning piatols, The highest educated group
is above average on pistols but not on own-
ing shotguns or rifies. Resldents of suburbs
are more likely to own pistols, whereas own-
ing e shotgun or s rifle is naturally enough
a function of rural areas.
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TABLE VI-1,—GUN OWNERSHIP
{1n percent]

DMI G|I|ug " Harrls ORC
1975 1975 1968° 1968°

Do you havg guns of
any kind in your
home?
Vr::. gwn tuun(l).... 4] 44 43 45
o, Don't own
UN(8).oen e cnmnn 54 56 51 50
FHalused (most
Itkoly gun
OWNAIY) . eeoeeen S aeinn e e e §

Do they belong to you or do they belong
to some other member of yeur family? ¢

Percent of
gunownars
Owned bY Muwnnvccvnncmmemmmens—an 58
Owned by other family member ... 89
Both e oo ok e 5
Refused _...-.- e d e ——————————— 4
Any pistols {n home;
YO8 o mcmrmvcircmrmnnc e nam—— 50
Refused wwemwnna e ——————————— 7
Any shotguns in homse:
Yes eemrm e cm———————— e —— 57
Refused aecvenoa. e —————— PP |
Any rifles in home:
Ve8 cmemem o o et s e 62
Refused mmemnamemmnn

'Fal;ly similar wording, but orally asked.

TABLE VI-2: Subgroup patterns of admitied
. gun ownership

Higheat: Percent
Mountaln oo ————
Rural _-eeecnan
Doep Bouth ...
Farm Belt .....
Quter Houth meevcemccmrcainnnc
$15,000-824,009 income .
%$26,000 and over Income.. . ..oacamenca
Male
Republican

Lowest:
Middio AtlanMe oo 21
New England «o.oomoomaoas - 28
$0--84,099 NCOMO wo o mmcccacamae 30
L1970 1 o SO, e —— 30
Femnle
56~84 years old

Tasuk VI-4: Profiles of gunowners by firearms

category
Percent
of
Own & pistol: gunowners
Outer SOUbh e e imecme e 66
BIaCK e 62
Post graduate... 62
Mountain 57
Somo college/techniqal e cacaunn 57
$25,000 and OVer INCOM®B. e cvevcnecnn b6
Suburban — e cccaaaas 56
Own a shotgun
RePUDMCAN e 69
JDeep 8ot c e e 87
46~-B4 years old. . orccamseccncmeann - 65

Rural —— 85
Groat Lakes_ ... - ——————— -~ 84
Independent . 63

$10,000-814,009 income 62
825,000 and over income 63
Own a rifie;
p325 ¢ U 6
College graduate.c.cemmenn. 71
Pacific 70
Republican - 70
Mountaln .ceeeaa. v m—————————— [0¢]
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As for use 0f guns as a source of sscurity
and reasons for gun ownership, Table VI-b
reveals about 459 of all respondents would
personally feel that the presence of a gun
{n thelr homes would make fiiem foel more
seoure. Tho profiles of those who would feel
more secure versus thoss whe, would not feo)
more secure about having s gun in a home
follow almost the oxact same pattern we
hgve discovered over and over {n this analy-
A8 and hence does not need to be repeated
here, Foellngs of security caused by a gun in
# home ellcits profiles that are highly corre-
Inted with constituency groups who opposa
gun control versus those who do not,

Which oune of the following cholces best

Approximatoly one gun owner in six
{(17%) 18 willing to claim that he owns a
gun for self-defense only. Self-defenne as R
secondary purpose to hunting or sport
shooting Is mentioned by an additional 8%
(Table IV-5), Therefore we can say that
fully 55% of all gun owners admit to self-
datense and security as at least a sscondary
reason for owning & gun if not the primary
rerson. The top subgroups who own a gun
only for self-defenss include:

Blacks (almost half own 1t for this rea-
son alone)

Lowest Income Group

Senlor Citizens

Urhan Resldents

Deep South

Farmbelt

Liesa than High School

Highest Income Group

Democrats

Outer South

TabLE VI-8: Guns a3 a source of security and
TERIONS for gun owneralip
Agked of all reapondexdts:

Do you personally feel that the presence
of & gun tn your home would make you foel
mare secure, or not?

Percent
Yos -more secure.._..........cveoee.. 45
No--not more secure. ...
No opinton

Asgked f gun owners only:
Which one of the following cholces best
desuribes the reason you own a gun?

Percent

I own it for self-defense........ooeoo. 17

Y own if for hunting. .o oome oo 22

I own it for sport or target shooting._.. D
I own it mainly for hunting, but I'm

glad it's there for self-defense...... 24
I own in mainly for sport or target

shooting, but I'm glad it's there for
3 Sla 3] of -1 S AU 14
Other 10
Refused 5
BUMMARY
The following 15t is a nutshell recap of key
findings which originate from the attitude

patterns discussed in more detail in the pre-
vious sections,

1. On a national level Americans nre still
very muth preoccupled with pocket boolk
issues. Coacern over crime and related soctal
1ssues 18 still falrly substantial on the na-
tional level but, even more Important, on the
local level.‘

2. The lack of gun control laws is not
spontaneously mentioned as either a national
problem or a local problem by a slgnificant
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number of citizens. Their attention had to
be called to the 18sue before they expressed an
vpinlon,

3. Harsher punishment is the main step
suggested to reduce crime, Bolving the soclal
causes 18 the number two most often men-
tloned step to reduce crime. Improved ju~-
diclal system and hetter police efforts re-
ceive as many unalded responses as the ides
of gun control. In another question, gun
control is ranked fourth most offective of
five specific programs tested.

4. Congress hns o very poor performance
rating on crime solutions,

6. The strongest support for gun control
positions comes from New England, 18 to 24
year olds, llberals, women, and to some ex-
tent from upper education groups and the
Midale Atlantic States,

§. The greatest opposition to gun con-
trol positions comes from the Deep South,
the Quter South, the Mountaln States, rural
areas, middle-aged groups, conservatives, and
men,

7. Americans are guite lgnorant about fed-
eral gun laws. Pro-gun control groups are
generally lowest on knowledge, but gun
owners, while nhbove average, still have a lot
to learn,

8. On three separate oceastons in the ques-
tionnalre, respondents verified overwhelm-
ingly thelr bellef of their right to own guns
as private citizens, The argument that the
National Guard ls the body the framers of
the Constitution intended to bear arms for
the populace just 18 not accepted.

0. All told, the best argument in the ma-
Jority of cases is still the head-on contention
that cltizens have the right to own guns. The
next most ellective (and because it Is more
graphic and more actlon-oriented, maybe In
gomie cases the most cifective) ls the fruit-
leguness or “it won'v work" argument, There
are three key forms tested which tound veory
good response:

Criminalg will siinply fgnere the reglstra-
tlon law.

Even if the nwnber of handguns 18 re-
duced, ceriminals will ind a way to gel them
RNYWARY.

Fiven if it were possible to ellminate all
handguns, criminals would simply switch to
using rifles and shotpguns instesd.

10, Amerlean attitudes are still very fluld
on gun conirol. It is not an isgue that most
people think about day to day, nor is the
lack of a gun registration law a major con-
cern to them. The attitudes haven’'t jelled
yet and information is still quite scanty.

11. A solld majority of Americans rejects
the suggestion that police be given the power
to decide who may or may not own a gun,

13, Arguments that gun registration laws
would dlserliminate agalust low income and
minority groups aren't plausible even among
these groups themselves.

18. The vast majority of Americans does
not believe that any gun registration or gun
control law would have prevented the two
recent attempta on President Ford's life,

14, We belleve that approximately 46 of
all Amerlean adults have o firearm of some
typo in thelr homes, Over half of them admlit
that gecurily and self-defense play at leagt
n secondary role In the renson they own

thelr guns.
e T PPN it
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