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Introduction

In the past summer the Project Inquiry team visited all 88 counties in
Ohio and spoke with 88 of the 97 Juvenile Judges. In the process much data
was collected pertaining to the condition of the juvenile courtrcom facilities
throughout the state. What follows is a summary of those findings. A more
complete statistical breakdown can be found in the appendix.

The findings that follow are based on the circumstances each Juvenile
Court found itself in at the time it was visited. Many are in the stages of
planning or are actually constructing new facilitics. A total of 22 counties
are now anticipating some kind of facility change, The summary of findings
represents the condition of the facilities used for the Juvenile Courts through-

out the state of Ohio for the time period of the summer of 1974.




1. Space

e, Ml i 0, it

Perhaps one of the mosgt prevalent characteristics of the 88
Juvenile Courts is that a large number of them lack adequate space
for the proper functioning of their courts. Thirty-two counties were
deemed to be poor in the amount of space they had available for the

courtroom itself,

L. Courtroom. This lack of space causes rooms to be used for

private chambei s for their Juvenile Judges.

3. Waiting Area, A lack of space for the Juvenile Court has,

in many counties, resulted in very few private or semi-private waiting
rooms. Iun fact only 17 counties kad waiting areas which could be
termed private or semi-private. In some counties the use of the
hallway for wairing provided a reladvely semi-private area when
that hallway was ounly used for persous with business in Juvenile

Court. Fifty-one counties used the general hallway as a waiting

more thav the original function for which they were intended. Thus - area which in effect, as one Judge putit, i like having them wait
some counties shared their courtroom with secretaries and probation on "the public square.' Sixteen counties used the probate clerk's
officers as well as with other county functions. Iu all, seven counties i a working area ag a waiting voom. The problem in this arrangement
share their courtrooms with functions other than that function for - expressed by many Judges is that there is a continual flow of people
which a courtroom is intended, The use of the courtroom for court into the probate area to check records and obtain marriage licenses,
or county personnel, however, is not the only way in which the court- = etc. , with the result that the waiting atea is not at all private.
room is used in addition to it's use for hearings, Twenty-two counties 4. Probation Officers Offices. The hck of space also causes
used the courtroam to store court supplies, court records and other =T rooms to be crowded with court employee's who often need privacy
materials not used in the hearing process. o in order to do their job correctly. This problem is most glaring in

2. Judge's Chambers. The lack of space in the Juvenile Court the case of probation officers who must attempt to work in the general
facilities throughout the state is evidenced as well in the necessity that = - secretary area. Of all the functions of the court that are importaat
many counties have of using the Judge's chambers for the courtroom, 10 be confidential this would seem to be most so. Yet, a counfidential
Of the 88 counties, twenty-one, or nearly one-fourth of all the counties, T working area for probation officers is lacking in many counties,
must use the Judge's chambers for hearings. In five other counties the - . Though statistics were not obtained for all 88 counties, it was observed
Judge must share his chambers with a secretary., In many counties, the | that in fifteen counties the probation officer has vno privacy for any
Judge's chambers were additionally used forr storing court records because - confi dential discussions with a juvenile. In another seven counties the

all other storage space was used up.  In all, then, 26 counties do not have . probation officer has what can ouly he deemed “semi-private' rooms.
—

o o ¥
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These "semi-private' rooms are, in most cases, cubicles which are
partitioned off by dividers which were only half or three-fourth of the
way up to the ceiling. With such an arraugement private, counfidential
conversations are difficult to have.

5. Storage Area. As can be seen by the extent to which other

rooms are used for storage purposes, as well as for the purpose 1o
which they were intended, many counties did not have the room to
adequately store their records and supplies. Very few of the 88
counties had special rooms set aside for the sole purpose of storing
records and supplies. In order to make more room for their court's
proper functioning, a number of counties are currently in the process
of microfilming their records.
s ke ok o ofe e oo ok sk ok

As one Judge put it, the Juvenile Court is in many respects the
stepchild of the court system. This fact is evidenced most directly
in the facilities which the Juvenile Courts are provided with in most
counties. They seem to have been put last on the list when courthouse
space was allocated. The vesult is that many are located in areas
designed for a completely different function. Thus 10 counties have part
or all or their juvenile facilities in the basement of the courthouse. Ten
more counties had their juvenile offices on more than oune floor. Very
few counties have made special provision for housing the Juvenile Court
(15 counties). The remaining 73 courts are housed in the old county

courthouse or, in a few instances, in county office buildings.

II. Dignity of the Facilities

In speaking with the Judges in the various counties the project
encountered a strong sentiment on the part of the Judges of the im-
portance of a dignified setting in Juvenile Court. Curiously enough
it is this lack of a dignified setting that was one of the most striking
features of a large number of the courts. The lack of dignified
surroundings was often the cause for many Judges not wearing
robes during the proceedings despite their strong inclination to
do so. In most cases it would be absurd for the Judge to wear a
robe in his "courtroom" which is also his chambers and a storage
area for cour.t records. In those counties which had appreciably
more dignified facilities the Judge in most instances wore a robe.

The lack of dignity evidence itself in numberous other ways.
Besides the 21 counties whose courtroom also serves as the Judge's
chambers another five counties use the courtroom for secretary's
or probation officer's offices. In addition, 22 counties use the
courtroom to store some of their court records and supplies. Be-
cause they must serve other purposes, a great number of these
courtrooms are in many ways undignified in appearance.

Three further situations which in numerous cases made the
courtroom undignified were counties in which the Juvenile Court
is located in the basement of the old county courthouse (as men-
tioned above), counties in which the Judge has to pass through public

hallways to reach court, aund counties in which the furnishings of tle



courtroom were mismatched and tattered Iy wear.

III. Access to the Courtroom

1. Judge's Access. A distinctive negative characteristic of

a large number of counties is that the Judge had very poor access
to the courtroom. In numerous counties the Judge had to pass
through courthouse hallways and offices to reach his courtroom,.

In all, 40% of the counties did not have private entrances in the
courtroom. A number of these had their chambers on different
floors than the courtroom (true of 6 counries). This arrangement
cauges inconvenience at its best and at its worst it causes a definite
safety hazard for the Judge. The problem with this type of arrangement
is not only its inconvenience and safety hazard but also the fact that
it makes it extremely awkward for the Judge to wear a robe in the
proceedings.

2. Participant's Access., Access for the participants to the

courtroom was very poor in many counties. Participants were often
required to pass through probation offices, and secretarial offices

to get to the courtroom. This leads to a disruption of court work in
the office through which the participants must pass. In the case where
participants must pass through a probation officer's office, what could
be a confidential private office setting is made into a disruptive one,

3. Access for Juvenile "in custody. " Very few counties (5)

allowed for private access for a juveniie being securely held, In

most cases the juvenile had to be walked through public waiting

areas to the courtroom.
IV. Miscellaneous Findings

1. Preservation of Testimony. Most of the Juvenile Courts

visited made a record of the proceedings in fewer than 10% of all

their cases. Some of these made a record in kss than 19 of their
juvenile cases, Fifty of the counties use a court reporter as their
primary method of preserving testimony. Thirty-seven counties

use audio recording and one county video recording as the method

for preserving testimony.

2, Courtroom Furnishings. Forty counties were judged by

the project to have poor or very poor furnishings in the courtroom,
The furnishings were often mismatched and tattered with excessive
wear, Often times there was a lack of enough furnishings in the

room - sometimes from lack of enough space to properly furnish

the room. Hence, 13 counties did not furnish tables for counsel.

3. Raised Bench for the Judge. In 65 counties the Judge is

raised above the other participants either behind a desk or a bench.

In the remaining 23 counties the J udge often sits behind a desk. In
all, 25 juvenile courts have the Judge conduct court proceedings from
behind a desk.

4, Separation of Participants, Very few counties had adequate

provision to separate potentially hostile participants awaiting a hearing




Sixty counties were judged to have poor or very poor provisions for
separation of participants. In most cases all participants had to wait

in a confined hallway or office where separation was not possible.
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Introduction

Based upon the study conducted these minimum standards are consi-
dered to be the basic requirements which each Juvenile Court should meet
in order to provide a dignified, functional and legally-adequate courtroom
facility. Hach standard is followed by appropriate supportive statements or
information.

These standards were adopted by the Executive Committee of the Ohio
Association of Juvenile Court Judges on December 11, 1974, They reflect
the following assumptions about the needs of the Juvenile Court.

1. The Juvenile Court requires facilities equivalent in dignity to the
other divisions of the Common Pleas Court.

2. Adequate space must be provided in recognition of the extent to
which the juvenile hearing has become au adversary proceeding,
the need for separation of various participants, and the auxiliary
functions of the Court necessitated by the hearing process.

3. The facility needs of the Juvenile Courts are unique from these
standpoints:

a.) the importance of the initial impression of the Judiciary
gained by juveniles in their first contact with a Court of Law;

b.) importance of confidentiality;

c.) need to provide flexibility allowing a formal or informal
hearing, allowing the Judge to create the impression de-
sired oh a case-by-case basis;

d.) the specific facility needs will vary according to the
county, being commensurate with it's size or caseload.

_ll_
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Facilities in General

1. The Juvenile Judge in each county should have a courtroom in which to

conduct CouLt proceedings.

21 counties utilize the Judge's chambers as the hearing room.

Acdams* Harrison Meigs P g.ul(img
Allen* Highland Monroe Pike

B elmont (Huron) éMorrow) Preble .
Brown Knox* Noble) Sandusky’
Carroll Marion* Ottawa Williams
Gallia

*these will be changed .
() indicates this seems to be by choice

To have a courtroom seperate and apart from the Judge's cbambe}*s is
essential to the dignity, safety and effecient operation of the court.

A,) For the safety of the Judge it is preferable that he exit the room
immediately after the hearing.

B.) If there is only one room (courtroom/chambers) the Judge has
no option of formal or informal hearings. Whether a hearing is
formal or informal is dictated by the nature of the one room
available; usually informal.

C.) Where there is no separate courtroom no formal beginning to
court can occur,

D.) Where the courtroom is algo the chambers, the room will most
likely be cluttered with distracting items unrelated to the function
of a courtroom.

E.) Judge s complained of not being able to get on with their work
after a hearing because people would not leave the room. The
Judge has no private room to which he can retreat and resume
work.

. The courtroom should be available for the exclusive use of the Juvenile
Court for the purpose of hearings; and should not be required to Tuncton

on a regular basis Ior other activitles.

7 counties share their courtroom with other functions

Delaware - used by General Division Court, and the Grand
Jury

Fulton - room is also used by two secretaries

Hardin - room is also used by two secretaries

FHolmes - courtroom is also county conimissioners office

Mercer - courtroom is also used for probation officer

‘ - .
‘

!
i

A)

B.)

._.13...

Perry - room is also county courtroom
Scioto - probation officer's offices are partitioned off
from rear of the courtroom.

When the courtroom is shared with other functions there is
bound to be conflict as far as usage of the room is concerned,

It is difficult to have a courtroom meect appropriate standards
of dignity when it is shared with other functions. Too often

in such situations desks, typewriters, etc., are brought into
the courtroom. The result is usually a courtroom which looks
like an office.

The courtroom should not double as a storage facility; all unnecessary

En_aterlaTs should be removed,

22 counties had items such as file cabinets, boxes, aund supplies

stored in the courtroom. These materials detracted from the
dignity of the room.

The Judge in each county should have private chambers adequate in

s1ze and furnishings to provide personal work space and to accomodate

conferences with attorneys or informal hearings.

In addition to the 21 counties above where the Judge's chambers
served also as the hearing room, the five counties following shared
their chambers with other functions. Thus 26 counties lacked private
chambers for the Judge.

A.)

B.)

Darke - shares with secretary

Fayette - chambers is area off to the side of the courtroom

Hancock - in juvenile office no facilities are provided for
Judge but a desk in the main secretary area

Licking - chambers is not soundproof

Vinton - shares with secretary; probate records

Private chambers gives the Judge the option of having informal
hearings as well as informal conferences with lawyers, juveniles.

Private chambers provide a much better working environment for
the Judge.

. The courtroom should be adjacent and couvenient to the Judge's chambers

to allow him access to the bench without passing through spectators or

participants 1n the hearing.

Ac)

46 counties lacked provision for a private entrance to the court-
room or easy access to the beunch for the ] udge.

This should be the case for the safety reasous; so that the Judge
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does not have to pass through participants to reach the bench
and can leave the courtroom immediately after a hearing.

B.) If the chambers are directly adjacent it facilitates informal
conferences before during, or after the proceedings.

. The court facilities should be dignified in appearance.

40 counties were thought to be lacking in aspects nccessary
to the diguified appearance of the courtroom. This was a
general impression based upon a totality of aspects involved
in the courtroom; it's setting and furnishings.

A.) Auimpression of the Judiciary is gained by the surroundings
in which it conducts it's business. To have dignified facilities
is an important step to improving that impression,

The court facilities should have auxiliary rooms sufficient to provide
fOT the ample separation of participants.

G0 counties had poor ot very poor provisions for separation of
parricipants. 48 counties did not have any auxiliary rooms.

Because of the nature of the proceedings this is necessary to:

1. prevent the potential conflicts which might arise from forced
commingling of the parties awaiting a hearing,

2. allow for confidential conferences between the parties and
their counsel, before or after the hearing, and

3. provide for separation of witness during the hearing.

At least one auxiliary room of appropriate size and located adjacent
and convenient to the courtroom should bé provided in all counties,

. A private waiting area convenient to the courtroom should be pro-

vided Tor persons with business in the Juvenile Court,

Only 12 counties, exclusive of the larger counties®, had pro-
vision for waiting which could be counsidered private or semi-

private.
Ashtabula Licking Miami
Clark Madison Portage
Columbiana Maxion Ross
] ackson Medina Wayne

*Cuyahoga, Fraunklin, Hamilton, Lucas, and Summit counties
also have private or semi-private waiting facilities.

: %
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51 counties used public hallways as waiting arcas.
16 counties used the probate clerk's working area as a waiting room,

A.) The purpose of bringing a parent and child to court is not to embarrass
them; this often occurs when they must wait in courthouse hallways.
Numerous Judges expressed their disappointmeat with requiring
these persons to sit on the "public square" to await their business
in Juvenile Court, This problem is particularly acute in the smaller
counties. A private waiting area would alleviate this problem.

B.) People will have more pleasant dispositions upon entering court
when they have been waiting in a pleasant waiting area,

8. Bvery Juvenile Court should have a readily available means of preserving
testimony.

50 counties use a court reporter as their primary method of
preserving tesdmouny; while 37 counties use audio recording
and one county video recording. Many counties have expressed
the fact that they have had difficulty in finding competent court
reporters caused unnecessary delay.

While 46 of the Juvenile Courts have recording equipment available
to them, 35 courts do not, and Gadditional courts rely on borrowing
the General Division's equipment.

AL) The increasingly adversary nature of juvenile proceedings has
increased the number oftimesin which juvenile courts take
measures to preserve the testimony.

B.) Rule 37 of the Ohio Juvenile Rules requires that a record be taken
upon request of a party or upon the court's own motion.

9. Bach fulltime probation officer assigned to the Juvenile Court should

be provided with a private office 10 facilitate conlidential CONTerencas
with juveniles.

A.) A confidential setting is essential to the effectiveness of the
juvenile probation officer.

B.) Although statistics were not obtained for all 88 counties, it
was observed that in 15 counties the probation officer has no
privacy for any confidential discussions with a juvenile. In
another seven counties the probation officer has ouly a semi-
private room (cubicles partitioned off by dividers).
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The Courtroom

1.

The courtroom facilities should provide adequate space to effectively
conduct proceedings, ‘

32 counties were deemed to be poor in the amount of space
provided for the courtroom itself.

. The courtroom should be properly heated and air-conditioned and

should he adequately Tighted.

36 counties had courtrooms that were poorly ot very poorly
lighted.

. The courtroom should be appropriately furnished providing:

Tables and chairs for parties and counsel.

75 counties provided a table for counsel. 55 of these provided
two counsel tables.

A.) With the trend towards adversary proceedings this becomes
more and more necessary, ‘

A witness chair that is enclosed and visible to all the participants.

A.) With the witness in an enclosed area, the witness is afforded
a greater degree of psychological protection and support.

A raigsed bench from which the Judge can conduct hearings.

62 counties have a raised bench in their courtroom. 25 have
a desk instead of a bench and one county has a table rather than
a bench.

A.) A raised bench provides the Judge with a visual vantage point
and allows more effective control over the proceedings and
adds dignity and formality to the courtroom.

Seating for 6 to 12 persons exclusive of the immediate participants.

All participants in the proceedings should be able to hear or be heard
all distracting extraneous noises should be elininated,

The major problem in hearing in the courtroom expressed by
most Judges was caused by window air conditioning, street
noises, adjacent office noises and bad room acoustics.

?

II1.

COURT FACILITY GUIDELINES




Introduction

These guidelines are intended to be used by those who are coustructing
new courtroom facilities. They encompass the range of ideas encountered
during the project both from the Judges themselves and the various ex-
ternal resources consulted. In many ways the guidelines are as much a
preseutation of various problems that should be thought of when coustruct-
ing a courtroom as they are solutions to these problems. As such it will
often seem that miniscule, unimportant points are being made but the sum
of all these little points is a courtroom that is functional, aesthetically

pleasing and dignified.

-18-
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1. Courtroom Furnishings

To give the right appearance to the courtroom consideration should

be given to matching wooden furnishings and wooden panelling.

1. Raised bench. The courtroom should contain a bench for the J udge.

The bench should be raised a minimum of six inches to provide better
visibility and better control for the Judge. The beunch should have an inter-
com or phone which can only ring ocutwards so that the Judge may summon
court personnel or needed records. In addition, consideration should be
given to providing a means for alerting outside security personnel in an
emergency. A buzzer or other electronic device is easily and cheaply iu-

stalled.

2. Counsel tables. Tables and chairs should be provided for parties

and counsel and should match all other furnishings.

3. Witness box. Consideration should be given to using a witness

"box" arrangement so as to provide the witness psychological support and

protection.

4, Auxiliary seating. There should be comfortable seating (perhaps

theater-type chairs) for twelve people outside that of the immediate parti-
cipants. Desks or tables and chairs should be provided for all court per-

sonnel regularly present in the courtroom.

=

5. Arrangement of the furnishings. Great care should be given to

arrange the above furnishings in the courtroom so that traffic can flow

- ~ -

I
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freely, One way this can be accomplished is by arranging the furnishings
in a circular or semi-circular fashion. The witness chair should be located
to the left of the Judge and should be adequately separated from the two

counsel tables.

6. Blackboard and screen. A blackboard and screen should be integrated

into the courtroom or care should be given to provide for its proper place-
ment when needed. For example; this might be accomplished by installing

a screen in the ceiling which will roll down when required.

7. Accouterments. There should be no visual distractions in the room;

this is especially important in creating the proper atmosphere for juvenile
hearings where the attention of the child may be easily lost. To achieve
this objective consider the following:

a.) Minimize the number and size of windows; and install drapes;

b.) If a clock is desired, place on the bench visible only to the Judge;

c.) Avoid unnecessary wall decorations: eg. calendars or pictures
(careful selection of appropriate panelling will alleviate the need
for wall decorations);

d.) Avoid loudly patterned drapes or carpettin%‘ (note, however, that
this does not exclude installation of brightly colored carpet or
drapes which may add aesthetic appeal and dignity to the room).

It is suggested that the United States and Ohio flags be placed flanking and

to the rear of the bench, and a seal of Ohio be placed immediately behind

and above the Judge.

1I. Courtroom Size
The courtroom should be large enough to include the Judge's bench,

two counsel tables, witness box, any desks or tables needed for court per-
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sonnel and 12 geats for participants. There should also be enough room to
arrange the furnishings in a manner conducive to the free flow of traffic.
Counsideration should be given to making the room large enough so that with

a rearrangement of the furnishings a jury trial could be held.
ITII.  Tocation of Doors in the Courtroom

To enhance optimum separation of the various participants, allow
ample entrances to the courtroom. This should include a minimum of two
entrances; one being exclusively for the Judge allowing him direct access
to the bench from his chambers without passing through any participants
(or spectators), and the other being for the participants, In locating the
doors care should be taken to allow for the free flow of traffic in and out
of the room as well as within the room.

If the courtroom is to be located in the same building with the deten-
tion facilities there should be provision made to allow direct access from
the secured area of the facility into the courtroom, possibly passing
through a small holding room. This allows better control in situations
where it is required, and eliminates the need to bring a juvenile through

public waiting areas ar office areas "in custody, "
IV. Courtroom Acoustics

The acoustics of the courtroom are important from the standpoint
that every one should be able to hear and be heard. They become even
more important, however, when recording equipment is used. This not
only includes reverberation in the room but also external noises. Because

the human hearing process habituates to any constant and monotonous audio

l
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stimuli, we often do not perceive audio stimuli that the recorder will
record. What seems to be insignificant noise to the human ear is often
of overwhelming importance to the quality of the recording,

L. The courtroom should be soundproof. The courtroom should be

soundproof; there should be no noise from any areas external to the court-
room. Typewriter and office noises should not intrude into the courtroom,

2, Cutting down reverberation, Probably the main acoustical pro-

blem other than that caused by external noises is reverberation or the
reflection of sound off the walls, ceiling, floor and furnishings. To combat
this reverberation the following measures should be adopted;
a.) The floor should be carpeted. This not only helps to
cut down on reverberation but also greatly increases
the aesthetic appeal of the courtroom,
b.) If there are any windows, draperies should be installed.
Draperies will help cut down reverberation as well as
block out noises coming from outside. They also improve
the looks of the courtrooms.

¢.) The ceiling should be low and should be covered with
acoustical tile.

3. Alr conditioning., Another crucial aspect to good courtroom acoustics

is the installation of central air conditioning. Air counditioning allows for
windows to he shut and, hence, a source of noise removed. It also great-
ly improves working conditions in the courtroom. Care should be taken
to insure that quiet central air conditioning (as opposed to window air
conditioning units which are generally too noisy) is provided. This is es-
pecially important when a recording is being made of the proceedings
because the noise produced by air moving ecquipment has a primary fre-

quency that falls in the middle of the desired audio spectrum. (see Recording
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Bquipmeut Appendix pg.10ifor more specific information), It is much less
expensive to initially install quiet air conditioning than it would be to acous-
tically treat the courtroom for the noise produced by a cheaper unit.

4. Voice Amplification Bquipment. If proper care is taken to assure

good acoustics, voice amplification equipment is generally not necessary
unless the courtroom size dictates otherwise.

5. Courtroom lighting. The courtroom should be properly illuminated.

Primary consideration should be given to flourescent lighting. It has the
advantage of being much cooler and of giveng off a more even light then
incandescent lighting. The one advantage to incandescent lighting is that
it can be dimmed and brightened by a dimmer if a theatrical effect is desired
(ie. dimming the light over the counsel tables while raising the light over
the Judge). This slight advautage is offset in most respects, however, by
the fact that incandescent lighting gives off a great deal of heat and often
causes shadows,

The room should be bright; consideration should be given to the total

cffect on light level resulting from panelling, furnishings, aund carpeting,
VI, Auxiliary Rooms

1. Private chambers, The Judge should be provided with a private

chambers large enough to hold informal hearings and conferences. This
arrangement allows an alteruative setting for hearings which may, in parti-
cular cases, be more effectively conducted in less formal surroundings.

2. Separate lavatory facilities. The Judge should be provided with

lavatory facilities separate from those used by the public. He, or any court

persomnel for that matter, should not have to counfront any of the participants

W et
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from a hearing in a public lavatory.

3. Waiting area. A private or semi-private waiting area should be

provided, Where the Juvenile Court is located in the same building with
other government offices an auxiliary room should be provided apart from
the public hallway to insure the participants adequate privacy.

4, Other auxiliary rooms. Consideration should be given to providing

the following auxiliary rooms:

a.) Lawyer-client consultation room

b.) Witness room

c.) Jury room

d.) Secure or semi-secure holding room
The feasibility of providing for each of these rooms may depend on the rela-
tive need and caseload of each particular court. At least one of these rooms
should be provided adjacent and convenient to the courtroom. Where small-
er caseloads make it more practical a single room may be more adaptable
to each of the above functions when the need arises.

In view of the purposes they serve such rooms should be soundproof
and located to maximize effective separation of the various participants.
Their placement should be integrated into the traffic pattern of the total fac-
ility. For example; locating a holding room to obviate the need of bringing
a child "in custody" through the public areas or the waiting room. Where
the courtroom facility is adjoined with the detention facility this might sug-
gest direct access from the secured (detention) area into the courtroom

through a soundproofed holding room.

5. Offices for Probation Officers. The probation officers should be
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provided with a room conducive to the exercise of his particular function.
Specifically it should allow for the confidentiality which his job requires.
Cousideration should be given to the benelits of locating this office somewhat
removed from the other sections of the Court; or Tocated to allow for oper-

ation after school and regular court hours.
VII. Location of Juvenile Court

Juvenile Court offices should be Tocated on the same floor or convenient
to one another to allow for the proper functioning of court business., When
both Juvenile and Probate Courts are combined under one Judge, counsideration
should also be given to separatingthe offices needed for the two, Juvenile
Court has a peculiar need for coufidentiality which would be best served by
geparating its offices from those of the Probate Court, In addition, the
separation of the facilities of the two courts contributes to their proper fun-

ctioning by removing contlicting functions from the same area,

VIIL. Miscellaneous Guidelines

L. Device signifying court is 1n session, There should be some de-
vice outside the public entrance to the courtroom signifying that court is in
session, This may be achieved by putting a peephole or small window in
the door; or by iustalling a lght or placing a sign outside the door. In this
manner a person outside the courtroom can tell whether or not a hearing
is in process.

2. Couduits for electronic equipment. When constructing a building

that will serve as a courtroom conduits should be installed in the floor to
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allow for the running of wires for electronic equipment that may be incor-
porated into the operation of the hearing room; this may include recording
equipment, voice amplification equipment or even video equipment. EQen
if such equipment is not currently being counsidered, the inclusioun of cou-
duits in the flooring will obviate the safety problem of running unsightly
wires throughout the hearing room if and when electronic equipment is pur-
chased., The placement of outlets from the conduits should be located at
each station that will potentially require one; such as the bench, the counsel
table, the witness box, the area where the equipment will be located and
operated from, and any other stations that are dictated by the equipment or
the layout of the hearing room.

3. Blectrical outlets. The same attention should be given to the loca-

tion of the normal electrical outlets to cover effectively the future needs im-
posed by electrical equipment (projector, tape recorder, etc.). Particular
consideration should be paid to including electrical outlets at the bench.

4, Installation of recording equipment. If electronic recording equip-

ment is chosen as the means for preserving testimony, care should be
taken in installation of a proper system. For further guidance see section
IV on recording equipment.

5. Storage. Proper atteution should be paid to the inclusion of shelving
for books and storage space for records so that these items don't clutter
the facility. If storage space is a problem consideraton should be given to

microfilming the court records and removing them from the facility.
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IV. RECORDING BQUIPMENT




Introduction

Although the question of recording equipment was not originally con-
sidered as within the scope of the project, we found upon visiting the Judges
in each county that there was a keen interest in this subject. Many ex-
pressed a desire for information or assistance which would aid in acquir-
ing or updating a recording system. Of the 88 counties, 37 Juvenile Courts
(43%) use eclectrounic audio recording as their primary method of preserving
testimony. Another 14 counties used audio recording as a backup to other
means or for auxiliary purposes. The purpose of this section is to serve
as an information source that any J uvenile Court in the state can use in
considering courtroom recording systems. It is not the purpose of this re-
port to recommend a certain make, or even a certain type of equipment;
the purpose is only to provide the information needed for the respective Juy-
enile Court to decide the kind of equipment that will best satigfy its needs.
The sugge stdons included herein arc only meant to bring out points that
should be considered. The needs for all varicus counties differ in so many
respects that for this study to set a blanket requirement in terms of courte
room recording equipment would be presumptious and certainly unrealistic.
To aid in the organization of this material we have provided a separate

table of contents to be used solely for this section,
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I. Advauntages aund Disadvantages to the use of Recording Equipment

Advantages

A.) Many counties reported a problem in getting competent court re-
porters when they were ueeded. This was especially the case iun
the smaller counties where a fulltime court reporter is not on the
staff. In such cases electronic recording equipment would solve
the problem.

B.) Audio recording is the least costly means of preserving testimony. 1
The savings will, of course, vary from county to county; situation
fo situation.

C.) Perhaps the most evident advantage to audio recording is its accur-
acy. The human factor is removed; the tape records all sounds,
and speech inflections.

D.) When top quality equipment is used, transcripts made from audio
recordings are more accurate than those made by competent court

reporters. 2

E.) Audio recordings can be played back for jury, lawyers, judge, or
anyone else with virtually no delay.

F.) Transcript of the proceedings need not be made by the same person
who operates the equipment in court; thecrefore, preparation of the

transcript need not be affected by the unavailability of any particular

lSee, Bg., Report on Preservation of Testimony in Proceedings in the
District Court of Massachusetts, Chief Justice, District Courts of Massa-

chuseits (November 30, 1973), Vol. I, pg. 28- 31 A I“easablhty Study of
Alternative Methods of Preparmg Court T ranscripts, sacremento county

buperlor Court, p. 0/.

See, A Feasibility Study of Alternative Methods of Preparing Court
Transcripts, Sacremento County superior Court, p. 07.
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person.

G.) Record is available for playback and transcription for many
years without any appreciable degradation of quality,

I.) Most mediums of recording allow for easy copyingonto cassettes,
so thata lawyer or whomever can take a copy of the record the

same day for review.

Disadvantages

A.) The Judge must exert more stringent control over the courtroom
proceedings to insure a good recording.

B.) Transcription time is lengthy; for one hour of in-court recording
between four and six hours should be allowed for transcription
time, 8 In the case where lesser quality equipment was used,
transcription time can be as long as 18 hours per one hour of
testimony.

C.) Long and sometimes critical portions of a hearing may be inaudible
due to inadequate pick-up. The state of the art in courtroom
recording systems, however, is such that this accident rarely,
if ever, occurs.

D.) There is a chance that recorded material may be destroyed by
accidental erasure. In the more sophisticated courtroom re-
cording equipment adequate precautions against this type of ac-

cident are provided. One machine viewed by the project will shut

Report on Preservation of Testimony in Proceedings in the District
Courftof Massachusetts, Chief JUustiCe, District COUTts of MaSsSachusetis
{November 30, 1973), Vol. I, p. 24.
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itself off whenever it senses previously recorded material on the
tape.
- E.) Without adequate acoustical treatment, some acoustically poor

courtrooms will be detrimental to making a quality recording.

II. Various Aspects of Recording Equipment

In order to properly counsider recording equipment as a means of pre-
serving testimony, an understanding of the various facets attendéent to it
is necessary. What follows is an attempt to show these various facets of

courtroom recording.
A. Recording Medium

Various mediums of recording were found in use throughout the various
Juvenile Courts of Ohio. Reel tape, cassette tape, discs, and magnetic
belts were the four different mediums viewed. A listing of the advantages
and disadvantages of each follows.

1. Reel tape. Nineteen counties (or 44% of those who use recording

equipment) used the reel tape medium.
Advantages
a.) Reel tape has the capacity to record for hours without
an interval to change the tape. Most reel to reel equip-

. ment has the capacity to use tape that will record for

. - three to six hours contim‘louslyk. Oue machine viewed
during the project had a capacity of twelve hours of
. o continuous recording,

b.) Reel tape can easily be stored in a legal-size file cabinet.
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c.) Reel tape can be reused an almost innumerable number
of times.

d.) Reel tape can be easily copied onto cassettes with high-
speed commercial duplicating equipment.

e.) Reel tape allows for multi-track recording (2, 4, 6 or

8 tracks).

Disadvantages

a.) The reel tape is often six or twelve hours in length.
Because of the brevity of most juvenile hearings a
great number of hearings will be recorded on one tape,

If and when two hearings on the same reel of tape must
be transcribed, one must wait for the other. The only
solution to this problem is to cut the tape and give each
portion to the respective transcriber. This is not, how-
ever, an advisable practice.

b.) In many cases a juvenile will have hearings on more than
one day, and often times in more than one week. When
using reel tape it is conceivable that a child's different
hearings will be on different tapes. When it is necessary
to review a child's case reference must be made to more
than one tape.

2, Cassettes . Ten counties (or 23% of those with recording equipment)

used the cassette medium in recording their hearings.

Advantages

a.) Cassettes, because they are small and self-contained, are
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‘easy to handle.

b.) Cassette playback machines are common, making it easy for
anyone so0 authorized to review a hearing aurally.

c.) Cassette equipment can also be used for dictation purposes.

d.) Cassettes can be easily stored in a 3" by 5" file drawer.

Disadvantages

a.) Tapes suitable for courtroom recording are limited to a
maximum of two hours recording time in the one-track
mode, or one hour in the two-track mode.

b.) Current technology limits the number of tracks capable of

being recorded and played back in the cassette medium to

two,

3. Audio Discs. Audio discs are plastic discs which when inside the
recording device have the signal mechanically inscribed on its sur-
face; in much the same manner as a commercial record, Ten coun-

tes (or 23% of those with recording equipment) used the disc med-

ium,

Advantages

a.) They are thin and may be filed in a child's file,

b.) They are short (20 minutes) so that a child's various hear-
ings, recorded on more than one disc, may be kept in one
place and not scattered through a number of tapes.

c.) Audio discs are a suitable medium for dictating purposes.
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Disadvantages

a.) They are short and must be changed or machines switched
every 20 minutes. (The machines viewed in this survey
which used the disc medium had two recorders so that one
can switch, when a disc is finished, to another recorder.
This gives the ability to record for 40 minutes without
actually switching discs. )

b.) Quality of the recording is poor when compared to other
mediums. This is mainly due to the fact that it is a mech-
anical recording process.

c.) Ouly one track can be recorded at a time.

d.) Discs cannot be easily or quickly duplicated.

e.) Discs cannot be reused.

Magnetic Belts. Of the 88 counties visited ouly four (or 9% of those

counties with recording equipment) used the belt system.

Advantages

a.) They can be stored flat in a file folder.
b.) They are short (20 minutes) so that a child's various hearings,
recorded on more than one belt, may be kept in one place

and not scattered through a number of tapes.

Disadvantages

a.) They are short and must be changed or machines switched
every 20 minutes. (The machines viewed in this survey which
used the belt medium had two recorders so that one can

switch, when a belt is finished to another recorder, This

| - :-
4 i :
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gives the ability to record for 40 minutes without actually
switching belts. )
b.) Only one track can be recorded.

c.) Tapes canuot be easily or quickly duplicated

B. Multi-track Recording

Multi-track recording has a number of advantages over single-track
recording. In single-track recording all the signals from the various
microphones are commingled and must be played back as a whole. Multi-
track recording uses a number of microphones whose individual signals are
recorded separate from each other and can be played back separately or
as a whole. The advantages aund disadvantages to multi-track recording

are listed below.

Advantages

1. Because the signal from a microphone can be played back
separately from the other microphones, the speaker can be
identified by the microphone into which he is speaking. This
helps tremendously in the transcription process by making
positive identification of the speaker possible.

2. Because each microphone can be listened to separately in
the playback mode, extraneous noise from the microphones
other than the one into which the party is speaking can be
effectively removed.

3. Because each microphone can be listened to separately in the

playback mode, no ones speech is lost when there are several
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people speaking simultaneously (ie. when a witness is ans-
wering at the same time as counsel's objections).
Multi-track recording equipment has the above advantages to the ex-
tent of the number of tracks that it has. Where four microphones are iu
use, two-track recording devices will seperate the four mikes into two
sets, Four track recording equipment will record the sigual from each of
the four microphones separatetly.
The major disadvantage to multi-track equipment lies in it's expense.
The best multi-track equipment is two to three times as expensive as

single track equipment.

C. Means of Monitoring the Recording of a Hearing

An easy method of monitoring the recording equipment during the pro-
ceedings is important to insure that a record is being taken. There are
two means by which monitoring takes place. The means of monitoring the
recording in the less expensive equipment is by monitoring the input or
signal from the microphones. The problem with this method of monitoring
is that one could be aware that a signal was being received from the micro-
phones but at the same time not be sure that it was being recorded by the
recorder.

In the more sophisticated equipment this problem is circumvented by
monitoring what is recorded on the tape. This means that if a signal is
being monitored that signal is on the tape.

The signal can be mounitored in three different wayg; by headphones,
by a meter, or by lamps which glow on and off as a signal is being received.

Some of the more expensive machines use more than one of these methods.
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Nearly all the equipment viewed by the project could be monitored by the
means of headphones. The advantage to mounitoring the recording by means
of the meter or lights is that the machine can be monitored from a distance

without being attended to,

D. Microphones

There are various types of microphone elemeuts but the best for court-
room usage, taking into counsideration cost-performance, reliability and
low maintenance, is the dynamic microphone. This type of microphoune can
be constructed with one of many shapes of directional patterns The two
main classes are omnidirectional and directional. The omnidirectional
microphone picks up sound equally in all directions., The directionsl micro-
phone picks up sound ounly in one direction and is useful in that it discrim-
inates against backround noises. The best microphone configuration will
often include both of these types and will vary according to the needs of the
court and the acoustical properties of the room. It is usually best for the
manufacturer to install the equipment and tailor the microphone configura-
tion to the particular courtroom.

One interesting feature that one company offers in the way of micro-
phones is a spring-loaded shut off switch located on the microphone near
the speaker. By depressing the switch the speaker can temporarily shut
off his own microphone so that any confidential conversation will not be
recorded. When the switch is released the microphone is automatically
reactivated,

A common problem with microphounes, and in particular table-type

microphones, is that the mike mount transfers extraneous noises from the
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table onto the recording, An easy solution to the problem is an isolation

mount which puts sound absorbing material between the table and the mount.

B. The Need for a Log of the Recording

A log is kept during the recording of a proceeding by noting the index
aumber on the recorder and noting the particular hearing, who is speaking
and any technical terms or non-verbal exhibits, The purpose of this log
is two fold. PFirst, a log aids in identifying the speaker at a certain point
on the tape. Secondly, it facilitates the quick and easy Jocation of a hear-
ing or a specific portion of a hearing.

The need for an extensive log of the sort mentioned above is to fac-
ilitate the easy transcription of the recording, The experience of this
project is that such an extensive log is rarely necded. Juvenile hearings
are, in most cases, short in duration, There is therefore no long uncata-
logued portion of the tape: all that then need be logged is the point at which
one hearing ends and another begins.

Secondly, juvenile hearings rarely require that a transcript be made,
In those cases where it is felt by the Judge that a transcript will be asked
for it would be an casy enough procedure to then extensively log the rec-

oding of that particular hearing.

F. Transcription

The ease with which a transcript is made from a recording of the pro-
ceedings is an important consideration if a recording system is to be com-
plete. Many Juvenile Courts viewed did not use vecording equiprent as the

main method of preserving the testimony when a transcript was requested

1
|
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although recording equipment was available, This practice makes justi-
fication of a large expense for adequate courtroom recording equipment
difficult considering that retention of a court reporter remains necessary.
For a cost savings to be realized, then, it is necessary for the audio re-
corder to serve as the method of preserving testimony all the time,

Some courtroom recorders are such that ageparate transcription
machine is necessary to make a written transcript. In many cases the
couttroom recording device can double as the transcriber. This can re-
sult in a tremendous cost savings especially where multi-track equipment
is being used. It poses the difficulty, however, that whoever is transcrib-
ing the recorded material can cdo so only when court is not in session. It
also causes some inconvenience in that the recorder /transcriber must be
transported to a place convenient for transcription,

Speed of transcription corresponds to the accuracy and completeness of
the log of the recording. Therefore, if transcription is anticipated it is
advisable for the court to more completely log the proceeding in order for

a time-savings to occur in the transcription process.

G. Storage of Recorded Material

To make location of a recording easy it is necessary that a method be
devised of tabulating and storing the recording. For storing tapes manu-
facturers suggest the following procedures be followed.

L. If ivis reel tape that is to be stored the tape should not be rewound
before it is stored but should be left on the take-up reel and stored
on that reel.

2. Tapes should be stored in containers to protect the tape froem dust

and mechanical damage.
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3. Reel tape should be stored on edge so as not to distort the reels
and damage the tape.
4. Polyester tape should be used. It has the best storage character-
istics of any tape.
5. Tape should be stored in an environment which is free from extremes

of humidity and temperature and which is relatively clean.

I.  Acoustical Properties of the Courtroom

An important consideration in courtroom recording is the acoustical
properties of the room itself. There are various recommended means of
improving the acoustics of the room. A lst of these follows.

L. The use of sound absorbing material in the courtroom.

a.) Drapes over the windows gserves the double purpose of absorbing
much of the reverberation in the room ag well as blocking out
external noises,

b.) Carpeting creates much the same affect. It absotbs reverberation
and also cuts down on noises such as the shuffling of feet and

people walking in the room,.

c.) Acoustical tile placed on the ceiling will dampen much of the
reverberation in a room.

2. The use of air conditioning in the courtroom ig helpful for good re-
cording because it allows windows to be shut and hence noige blocked
off. The air conditioning used in the courtroom can itself become
a detriment to good recording if it is at all noigy.  When purchasing
air conditioning primary consideration should be given to equipment

on the basis of low noise output. Care should also be given to place-

ment of ducts to minimize noise problems. Itis much less expen-
sive to install relatively quiet air counditioning then to acoustically
treat the courtroom after air ceanditioning has been installed, (See
appendix on aitr conditioning p. 101). Nearly all the Juvenile Courts
visited who used window-type air conditioners complained of noise
problems.

3. Lowering the ceiling of the courtroom improves the acoustics tre-
mendously. This is especially true in those cases where the juy-

enile courtroom is in the old style with very high ceilings.

I. Installation of Recording Bquipment

When a new building is being constructed conduits for running wiring
for microphones should be included in the flooring. ‘This improves greatly
on those recording systems built in after the courtroom has been built. Too
many recording systems were viewed which had wires running haphazardly

throughout the courtroom.
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11, Mipnimum Standards for Courtroom Recording Systems

In order to meet the rigorous demands of courtroom recording, re-
cording systems must meet certain requirements to perform adeguately.
Variables such as county size and caseload must be considered in deciding
the adequacy of a certain type of equipment. The following basic require-
ments are not meant to direct the smaller counties to expenditures for equip-
ment far exceeding their need. However, there are certain requirements
which all recording systems should meet irregardless of the size or case-
load. The following minimum standards are divided into two sections;
standards for the recording equipment itself and standards for the support-
ing aspects of recording.

A. Recording Bquipment

-should have an amplifier and speaker for in-court review of pre-
vious testimony

-should have an easy means by which to monitor the equipment
and detect malfunction

-ghould be simple and easy to operate

-should be portable to make it flexible for multiple usage

-should be equipped with easily readible index counter or other
device to facilitate location of a section of tape. This counter
should correspond with that of the transcriber so that no deviation
hetween the two can occur in the transcription process

-should be correctly installed at the first with a microphone con-
figuration that matches the needs of the court and the acoustic
properties of the room

-should be installed in a manner which is as inconspicuous as poss-

ible so as not to detract from the atmosphere of the courtroom

- -

it
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-employees who will be using the equipment should be properly
instructed as to its use either by the manufacturer or by competent

court personnel

B. Supporting Functions
-the transcriber should be equipped with foot controls to facilitate
transcription of the recording
-reverberation and extraneous noise should be dampened as much
as is reasonable to insure good recording. To provide the proper
acoustical setting the courtroom should have the following:
a.) carpeting,
b.) reasonably low ceilings, preferably of acoustical tile,
c.) quiet air conditioning,

d.) and draperies for any windows.
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Juvenile Court Facility Tables




TABLE 1

COURTROOM ACCOMODATIONS

RAISED

TABLES PROVISION for JUDGE AREA
COUNTY COUNSEL  |BENCH |DESK | TABLE JUSGE
Adams 0 X No
Allen 2 X No
Ashland 2 X S
Ashtabula 2 X VA
Athens 1 X 6"
Auglaize 2 X L6"
Belmont 2 X No
Brown 0 X No
Butler 2 X 8"
Carroll 2 X 8"
Champaign 2 X No
Clark 2 X 10"
Clermont 0 X No
Clinton 1 X 10"
Columbiana 2 X No
Coshocton 2 X 14"

- 4.8_.

—g o e
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TABLE 1- ~_C_(_)m:inued

TABLIBES PROVISION for JUDGE RAISED
COUNTY for OP}B‘A

COUNSFEL BENCH{ DESK { TABLE JUDGE
Crawford 2 X 18"
Cuyahoga 2 X Yes; NA
Darke 1 X 6"
Defiance 1 X g
Delaware 2 X G"
Erie 2 X 18"
Fairfield 2 X 8"
Fayette 2 X 6"
Franklin 2 X Yes; NA
Fulton 0 X No
Gallia 1 X No
Geauga 1 X 12"
Greene 2 X 6"
Guernsey 2 X No
Hamilton 2 X 16"
Hancock 2 X 6"
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TABLE 1--Continued

TABLES PROVISION for JUDGE RX\%{SEEA)
COUNTY cotmsgr | BENCH| pEsk [TasLB]| SR

Hardin 1 X g"
Harrison L X No
Henry 2 X Yes; NA
Highland 0 X No
Hocking 2 X 18"
Holmes 0 X No
Huron 2 X 8"
Jackson 2 X g"
Jefferson 1 X 6"

Knox 1 X No

Lake 2 X 6"
Lawrence 2 X Yes; NA
Licking 2 X 6"
Logan 2 X g
Lorain 2 X Yes; NA
Lucas 2 X Yes; NA

i
,,,,,
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TABLE 1--Continued

TABLES PROVISION for JUDGE RAISED
COUNTY for N ARL’A

counsEL _| BENGH| DESK | TABLE L
Madison 2 X 4"
Mahoning 1 X Yes; NA
Marion 1 X 1’2"
Medina 2 X 24"
Meigs 2 X No
Mercer 2 X No
Miami 2 X 12"
Monroe 1 X No
Montgomery 2 X Yes; NA
Moxrgan 1 X No
Morrow Q X No
Muskingum 0 X No
Noble 0 X No
Ottawa 1 X No
Paulding 0 X No
Perry 2 X 6"
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TABLE 1--Continued

TABLES PROVISION for JUDNGEH RALSHL
COUNTY for A8
._._C_ngNSHL BENCH| DBESK | TABLE hisin (el N

Pickaway 2 X g"
Pike 0 X 6"
Portage 2 X Yes; NA
Preble 1 X No
P utham 2 X No
’Richla.nd 2 X 20"
Ross 1 X 10"
Sandusky 0 X No
Scioto 2 X 10"
Seneca 1 X g
Shelby 1 X 10"
Stark 2 X 12"
Summit 2 X g"
Trumbull 2 X Yes; NA
Tuscarawas 2 X 12"
Union 2 X 10"

-53_

TABLE 1--Continued

TABLES PROVISION for JUDGE RAISED
COUNTY for AR.{EA
COUNSEL | BENGH| pEsk [TABLE |  jiS&s
Yan Wert 2 X Yes; NA
Vinton 0 X 10"
Warren 2 X Yes; NA
Washington 2 X 12"
Wayne 2 X 8"
Williams 1 X No
Wood 2 X Yes; NA
Wyandot 2 X 12"
#=2=======:====#=t ============q
0-13 Ves: 61
TOTAL 1-20 62 25 1 o8
9-55 No: 27

NA: wnot ascertained



TABLE 2
MISCELLANEQOUS COURTROOM DATA
PRIVATE BENCH SIZB OF PROVISION
COUNTY ENTRANGE | BASILY COURT- for
UDGE ACGGESS- ROOM | JURY TRIAL
; 10t General
Adams No No 1512 Division
Allen No No NE General
Division
Ashland Yes No 20'%20" General
Division
Ashtabula Yes Yes 18'x28" Counvert
Courtroom
hana " Convert
Athens No No NE Courtroom
Auglaize Yes No 24'x36' Jury box
and room
alpe: o General
Belrs:ant No No 18'x28 Division
- b ) 12 1 General
Brown No No 15'x25 Division
Yirt] exe e < ) ) Convert
Butlex Yes Yes 30'x30 Courtroom
- N1 General
Carroll No No 12'x22 Division
o . , . General
Champaign Yes Yes 20'x23 Division
"l J : Convert
Clark Yes Yes NI Courtroom
Clermont Yes Yes 10'x22" NA
Clinton Yes Yes 97'x 42! JBuuri;d[i)gg a
Columbiana No No NEB General
Division
. : Convert or
Coshocton No No 16'x35’ Use General

Division
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TABLE 2--Continued

-85~

COUNTY EPIE\ i;[%ﬁ% B %2%@2%’ gégb R(’)r] o %XESION
[UDCE ABLE ROOM JURY TRIAL

Crawford Yes Yes 25'x36" Jury box
Cuyahoga. Yes Yes NE NA
Darke No No 22'x35" Shunicipal
Defiance No No 18'%20" Seneral
Delaware No No | 22'x35" gf&iﬁgh
Brie Yes Yes 35'x48’ 818\?12112}1
Fairfield Yes Yes N Jury box
Fayette No Yes 13'x18' gf&%llgé
Franklin Yes Yes NE Jury box
Fulton No No 21°x26" Senetal
Gallia No No 23'x25' Mo provision
Ceauga Yes Yes 24'x34' Jury hox
Greene Yes No N gf&%ﬁg}]
Guernsey Yes Yes 18'x22" gf&‘;’i g}l
Hamilton Yes Yes NE Jall']ldy rlé%}fn
Hancock No No NE Other room




TABLE 2- -*Qgp_ygn‘gg@_
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CPRIVATE | BENCH | s175i O | PROVISION
COUNTY INTRANCHE HASILY COUR'T- for
for ACCHSS- ROOM JURY TRIAL
TULGIE ABLE :
[Tardin Yes No 18'x30" ﬁf;]l?lg}j
Harrison Yuos No 40" 20 %1&\?1?13111
[lenry Yes No 45'x 55’ jury box
General
[Tighland No No 15'x18" Divizion
Convert
Hocking Yes Yes 22'x30° Gour;rc)mn
e General
[Holmes Yes No 19'25 Division
Huron No No NE Jury box
Tackson Yes Yes 14'x18' %f;iﬁg;
Jefferson Yes Yes 26'x30" gégi}ﬁgo m
Knox No No La'x14! IG)fsl;lebllg 111
T.ake Yes Yes NE Jury box
Convert
[awrence Yes Yes NIz Courtroom
- , No
Ticking No No 20'x25" Provision
§ _ " e General
Logan Yes Yes 16'x25 Division
Lorain Yes Yes NE Jury box
L.ucas Yes Yes NE NA

-~57-

TABLE 2--Continued

PRIVATE BENCH ey i . o
COUNTY ENTRANCE | BASILY | sizis or PROVISION
UNTY for ACCESS- COURT- } ~ for
[UDCH ABLI ROOM JURY TRIAL
! : ‘ Gencral
g T e Y:E :
Madison No Yes 22'x28 Divigion
Mahoning Yes Yes NS Jury box
; o Al General
Marion No No 15'x24 Division
Medina Yes No 20'x30" ‘General
' o Division
' Y General
Meigs No No 12'x33 Division
Mercer Yes Yes 15'x18" gle&?lg}l
—_ \ \ Circular | Gonvert
Miami Yes Yes 35" :{ia. Courtroom
G nere
Mouroe No No 12'x20" Df\l;lestigz:l
Montgomery Yes Yes NE Jury box
Morgan Yes Yes NI General
» Division
Morrow No No 10'%12" General
Division
| A e
Muskingum Yes Yes NE Division
General
Noble Yes No 13%22' | Division
Ottawa No No 15'%x20" Sf\,lnifgﬁ
Paulding No No 15'x18" General
Division
Pe Q! ' General
erry No No 18'x25 Pivision
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TABLE 2--Continued
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PRIVATH

BENCLI

" " >
COUNTY ENTRANGE| BAsiLy | STZE OF ) PROVISION
for ACCESS- ROOM | JURY TRIAL
I [UDGE AB LK SN W ————
: . - i 1t General
Pickaway Yes Yes 22'x30 Pivision
s e 4t General
At
Pike No No 14'x14 Division
D et s r Circular Jury box
Portage Yes Yes 56" dia. 2ud room
] \ N General
Preble No No 15'%20 Division
Putnam Yes Yes 18'x22° gf\%%llg}l
Richland Yes No 30'x O Jury hox
‘ e Convert
Ross Yes Yes 30'%35 Courtroom
, o & 1 General
Sandusky No No 25'%35 Division
. oy General
Scioto No No 35'%35 Division
Seneca Yes No 15'%20" General
Division
Shelby Yes No 15'%22" General
Division
Stark No No NE Couvert
Courtroom
Summit Yes Yes NE NA
Trumbull Yes Yes NE General
Division
Tuscarawus Yes Yes 22'x358" Jury box
i ’ D! General
Union Yes Yes 19'x20 Division

:
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TABLE 2--Continued

PRIVATH BENCH SIZE OF PROVISION
COUNTY ENTRANCE Eﬁg&%s COURT- for
for - s
| apim | ROoW | R -
Van Wert Yes No NE General
Division
Vinton No No 12'%20° General
Division
Warren No No 25'%45" %Cérrl]vegrgtlor
Division
Washington Yes No 14'x21" NA
Wayne Yes Ves NEBE General
Division
Williams Yes No 20'x30' ~ | General
Division
Wood Yes Yes 40'x35" General
Division
Wyandot No Yes 30'x25" General
Division
W m’
Yes-53 Yes-41 General
TOTALS No-35 No- 47 Division-53
NA: not ascertained

NIE:

not estimated




TABLE 3
ROOMS AVAILABLE

COURTROOM NO WAITING AREA P. O. OFFICES
PRIVATE

COUNTY | Seprate | e o |CHAMBERS| praniyay | SIS | Special | py, | Semi- | Other

Room Room
Adams X X X gff(i:égrk'S
Allen X X X
Ashland X X X X
Ashtabula X X X
Atheuns X X X
Auglaize X X %c;
B elmont X X X (I)r%fifc};niﬁ‘ae;
Brown X X X éx;fglclsrk's
B utler X X
Carroll X X X X
Champaign X X X
Clark X X <
Clermont X X X
Clinton X X X
IR0 TR R T U T N U NN O RO

TABLE 3--Continued
COURTROOM NO “ WAITING AREA P. 0. OFFICES
. PRIVATE
Columbi~ana X X R’rgfaﬁce
Coshocton X X X
Crawford X X X
—
Cuyahoga X X X
Darke X X X
Defiance X X X
Delaware X X X
Brie X X X
Fairfield X X
Fayette X X X X
Franklin X X
Fulton X* X X
Gallia T }: X X Two desks
in one room

Geauga X X X

*room shared with secretaries

..'[9.-




TABLE 3- “COHU'_I_I_UE

COURTROOM NO WAITING AREA P. O. OFFICES
COUNTY Separate | Cliambers- PRIVATE Clerk's | Special Semi ot
Couri- § Hearing {CHAMBERS| Hallw TKS Pri emi- ther
roo;n Roon;g : : &Y 1 Office Room rivate Private Provision
Greene X X X X
Guernsey X X X
Hamilton X X
Hancock X X X X
Hardin X* X X X
Harrison X X X
Henry X X X
Highland X X X In clerk’s
office
Hocking X X X
Holmes X X X
Huron X X X
Jackson X X In secretaries
office
J efferson X X X
Knox X X X
*room shared with secretaries
{ ; g i . 0 3 /| N 9 K R e
- » ES © ] P # el # - + * ™ P # x § 5 & 5 & = 5 2 F 5 “ 4 @ r 4
B R | N W W
' ’ ' ‘ | | [
TABLE 3--Continued
COURTROOM NO WAITING AREA P. O. OFFICES
1
COUNTY Sceparate Clg_?mb_ers- PRIVATE Clerk's Special Private Semi- Other
e | Roone Ycuamprrg PR | Office Room Private | Provision
Lake X X X
Lawrence X X X
Licking X X X
Logan X X X X
Lorain X X X
Lucas X X
Two P.O.'s
Madison X X in one office
2-3 @n each
Mahoning X X office
Marion X X X X X
Medina X X X
Desk in
Meigs X X X Clerk's office
Desk
Mercer X X in courtroom
Miami X X X
Monroe X X X

-89..
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TABLE 3--Continued

COURTROOM NO WAITING AREA P. 0. OFFICES
COUNTY Separate [Chambers- PRIVATE Clerk’s
Court- Hearing | CHAMBERY Hallway Office Special Private Serni— Other
_ Toom Room Room Private Provision
Montgomery : X X X
Morgan X X
Morrow X X X X
Muskingum X X
Noble X X X
Otrawa X X X
Paulding X X X X
Perry X X Two in one
room
Pickaway X X
Pike X X X In courtroom
Portage X X X
Preble X X X X Two in Clerks
office
Pumam X X X
Richland X X X
5 3 [ ¥ K F fi 0 I E : - : > FECE
nomoE o ey
W
TABLE 3--Contnued
) COURTROOM NO WAITING AREA P. O. OFFICES
COUNTY Separate jChambers- PRIVATE \ - .
Court- | Hearing |CHAMBERS| Hallway Slerk's | Special | pryyaee | Semi- | Omer
Ross X X* X
Sandusky‘ X X X X
Scioto X X X X
Seneca X X X
Shelby X X
Stark X X X
Summit X X X
Trumbull X X X
Tuscarawas X X
Union X X X
Van Wert X X X
Vinton X X X**
Warren X X X
Washington X X

*yse courtroom
**use jury room

-99_
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TABLE 3--Continued
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e APPINDIX 1I
| 4o Facility Changes: P lanned and Completed

’ o A. Recently remodelled or newly constructed facilities
o L. Ashland Bxpanded and slightly remodelled during 1974.

| 2. Ashtabula New county courthouse built in 1970 contains Juvenile
- Court.

3. Auglaize Remodelled 2 years ago.

,”
H

4, Clinton Acquired additional space 9 months ago.

5. Crawford Juvenile Court is located in the new annex to the county
courthouse, built in 1970.

& [

‘ i

}"2‘4‘ j*
¢ ¥ i ;

6. Geauga Remodelled 10 years ago.
7. Greene Remodelled within the last year.

>,

:.‘
¥ i
o]

Guernsey Just completed adding space and remodelling for P. O.
offices.

9. Hamilton  Remodelled court facility in Alms and Doepke B ldg.
within the last year.

10. Hancock Juvenile hearing facilities located separately from
county courthouse (in county office bldg. ) in 1967.

- 11. Hocking Remodelled courtroom and added space to separate
probate and juvenile offices 4 years ago.

12, Jefferson  Juvenile and probate offices seperated; and hearing
located on the 4th floor 9 years ago.

bz =z s T = 2 = Sl
: f § oy i

13. Lawrence Remodelled courtroom and chambers a year ago.

A
¥

14, Logan Expanded slightly to provide separate chambers and
courtroom and remodelled court since Feb. 1973.

]
&

B

Moved iuto Sth floor of new Lorain County Administra-
tion Bldg. in March, 1974,

\ 15 Lorain

16, Marion Recently remodelled attic for these offices: P.O. s,
referee'’s, and secretarie's.

17. Medina Moved into new county courthouse J anuary, 1969,

~0(7~

R




18.

19.
20.
21,
22,
23.
24,
25.
26.

27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32,

34,

Mercer

Miami
Monroe
Montgomery
Muskingham
Portage
Putnam
Richland

Ross
Seneca

Shelby
Summit
Union
Van Wert
Warten

Washington

Wayne

-68-

Remodelled one year ago converting one large room
into chambers, courtroom and file room.

Moved into new Miami County Safety Building in 1974.
Recently remodelled.

Family Court Building built in 1960.

J uvenile Court Center built in 1963.

New juvenile detention and court facilities, 1974.
Office remodelled 1972,

Located in new courthouse, built 1968,

Remodelled sections of courthouse to provide for
juvenile-probate facilities, 1973.

New juvenile courtroom designed and built six years
ago.

Recently remodelled courtroom and chambers,
Juvenile detention and court center built in 1956,
Remodelled and expanded court facilities in 1969.
Remodelled offices (in basement) 1970.

Re‘cent remocelling.

Located in courthouse annex built in 1968; courtroom
is a relatively recent addition to the facilities.

Recent remodelling and refurnishing completed in
1974.

B. Counties anticipating specific facility changes:

L.

2.

3.

Adams

Allen

Clark

New section being added to the courthouse to include
juvenile and probate courts; to be completed J an.
1975.

Currently building new detention juvenile court faci-
lities 10 be operational in Sept., 1974.

New facilities now in the planning phase.

G —

4, Clermont

S. Cuyahoga

6, Defiance

7. Delaware

8., Fairfield

9, Fulton

10. Gallia
11. Henry
12. Knox
13. Lake
14. Logan
15. Marion

16. Meigs

-69-

Plans for a new detention-juvenile court huilding
are being submitted to the voters in the form of a
bond levy. (Architectural drawings are already
made, )

Anticipate running aun architectural and space utili-
zation study in the future; result: major remodelling
of current facility.

Currently planning a 4-county detention facility which
may include informal hearing facilities.

Currently a committee investigating addition to
courthouse or a new building for the court; exploring
possibility of grant to employ an architect to draw

up plauns.

New building to house, the probate and juvenile
courts; and other county offices, to be completed
by Jan. 1, 1975,

Currently planning a 4~county detention facility
which may include informal hearing facilities.

Grant applictions for remodelling of courtroom
already macde; probably won't be available till next
March., Would also involve expansion of court
offices.

Currently planning a 4-county detention facility which
may include informal hearing facilities.

Additional space currently being provided and re-
modelled to house; chambers, courtroom, and wait-
ing room.

Bond issue on the ballot this fall for a juvenile court
center which would include hearing room facilities.

Projecting courthouse remodeiling and building a
new wing which would give juvenile court new offices.
Now have plans by architect but, it will probably be
2-3 years before being built.

Will be adding a new courtroom to the juvenile
offices by remodelling the law library; estimated
timetable: Jan. 1, 1976.

Remodelling at the time of our visit; included install-
ation of air conditioning and new lighting, painting and
addition of a room for P.O.

b B0 5 A PP S S LA e g e O O I



17.

18.

19.

20.

2).

22,

Note:

Pickaway

Pike

Richland

Sandusky

Trumbull

Wood

-70~

County is planning aun addition for the courthouse
which would affect the juvenile hearing room; the
timetable is questionable.

New court facilities on 3rd floor of courthouse;
scheduled to be operational by Sept. 1974; will
include: courtroom, chambers, clerk-secretarial
area, 2 P.O. 's offices, general purpose (coufer-
ence) room, and waiting room.

Construction of a new detention center now in pro-
gress; hopefully completed in 1974,

Addition to be made to current courthouse provi-
ding new facilities to the juvenile court; hope to be
completed in about a year.

Newly remodelled detention facilities (located in
basement of older building across from the court-
house) will include single hearing room; planned
completion Sept., 1974,

New juvenile court center planned to contain hearing
room and detention facilities; to be completed in late
Spring, 19785.

The above statements relate to the situation which existed at the
time of the Project's visit to each county during the summer of 1974,
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APPENDIX III

The Ohio Juvenile Rules as they Relate to Courtroom Facilities

Rule 21 Preliminary Conference

1. At any time after the filing of a complaint, the court upon motion of
any party or upon its own motion may order one or more conferences
to cousider such matters as will promote a fair and expeditious
proceedings.

Rule 27 Hearings: General

1. The juvenile court may conduct its hearings in an infor mal mauner
and may adjourn such hearings from time to time. In the hearing
of any case the general public may be excluded and only such persons
admitted as have a direct interest in the case.

All cases involving children shall be heard separate and apart from
the trial of cases against adults. The court may excuse the atten-
dance of the child at the hearing in neglect ov dependency cases.
The court shall hear and determine all cases of children without
a jury.

Rule 29 Adjusting Hearings

A. Initial procedure upon entry of a denial

1. If the party denies the allegations, the court shall:

a.) order the separation of witnesses, upon request of any party....

Rule 37 Recording of Proceedings

1. In all juvenile court hearings, upon reguest of a party, or upon the
the court's own motion, a complete record of all testimony or other
oral proceedings shall be taken in shorthand, stenotype or by any
other adequate mechanical or electronic recording device.

Rule 40 Referess: Appointment

1. The Juvenile Judge may appoint one or more referees. The appoint-
ment of a referee may empower him to act ih a single proceeding
or in a specified class of proceedings or portions thereof, The Juv-
enile Judge shall not appoint as referee any person who has contem-
poraneous responsibility for working with, or supervising the be-
havior of, children who are subject to dispositional orders of the
appeinting court or any other juvenile court,

-71-




APPENDIX 1V

Preservation of Testimony

!

TABLE 4
METHODS EMPLOYED FOR PRESERVING TESTIMONY
HOW OFTEN| HOW OFTEN
- COURT AUDIO RECORD REBCORD
COUNTY R FRORTER| RECORD | ' "°°C | REQUIRED MADE

Adams X (X) 2/year W. R.
Allen X 1009,
Ashland X
Ashtabula X 309
Athens X 50%, 509,
Auglaize X 109 109,
Belmont X Rarely Rarely
Brown X Rarely Rarely
Butlex X X) 100%
Carroll X 100%

. Serious
Champaign X Cases
Clark X not very W. R.

aften
Clermont X 100%,
Clinton (X) X 75%,
Columbiana X Ir}lrlalf);tc
Coshocton X Once a day
X; primary method
(X); secondary method 3.




TABLE 4--Continued

-7 4-

conry [;2URT | Aupo | viomo | "REGORD | RECORD-

- REQUIRED MADE

Crawford X 59, 5%

Cuyahoga. X

Darke X daylféla/%meek W. R.

Defiance (X) X Never in 1 yry 100%

Nelaware (X) X 10%

fric X Contested

Lases

Fairfield X 100%

Fayette X 10%

Franklin X 12, 5%

Fulton X Né?ﬁ;]ery W. R.

Gallia X

Geauga X (X) (X) 29,

Greene X 1009,

Guernsey X W. R.

Hamilton X X)

Hancock X W. R
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TABLE 1;:7-5(5ontinued

COUNTY F\ECP%%I%R RECORD | VIPEO I;%%SO?EDEN HOI%%% >
Haxdin X 2-3 csgg% 29,
Harrison X 1Sper /yr.
Henry X 100%
Highland X W. R.
Hocking X Rarely

Holmes X Lin 1- 14?&8‘ W. R.
Huron X 2%

J ackson X

J efferson X 100%
Knox X 25%,

Lake X 5-109,
Lawrence X A1l the time-
Licking X 30%
Logan X 1 in 3 mo. W. R.
Lorain X (X)

Lucas




TABLE 4--Continued
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Madison X 9(0— 100%
Mahoning X 50-60%
Marion X 10% 100%
Medina X X 1%

Meigs X X 2 in a year W. R
Mercer X

Miami X X 100%
Monroe X 21in 7 years W. R
Montgomery X 8-10% W. R.
Morgan X 25%

Mor row X (X) 1%
Muskingum X 20-25%
Noble X (X) in4(; ?rc?a?se >
Ottawa X (X) Rarely W. R.
Paulding X 1% W. R.
Perry X

5
’ SR g

5
i
B
kl
|

L
|
kil
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TABLE 4--Continued

- _ HOW OFTEN; HOW OFTEN

coUuNTY [, SOORT | AUDIO | VIDEO (BECORD RECORD
Pickaway X 100%
Pike X Seldom 10%
Portage (X) X 100%
Preble X (X) 1 per ma
Putnam X 5% W. R.
Richland X 99%
Ross X 100%
Sandusky X 6 per yr. W. R.
Scioto X pgééfgés
Seneca X (X) 40%
Shelby X (X) 109, W. R,
Stark (X) X 100%
Summit
Trumbull X 100%
Tuscarawas X 1009
Union X 5%
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TABLE 4- —Q_ontinued

HOW OFTEN

HOW OFTEN

COUNTY 111%?%%%& R%gg}?g) VIDEO R?@&?{%% RN%S)I? .
Van Wert X W. R.
Vinton X Not often
Warren X 100%
Washington X 1% W. R.
Wayne X (X0
Williams X (X) 1 in 8 years
Wood X W. R.
Wyandot X 109 W. R

TOTALS &;.20 (3})3175 (§)' 5

X; primary method
(X); secondary method
W. R.; when required

-79-

Video Equipment

Very few counties visited by the project had video equipment available

“to them. A tetal of six of the 88 counties had video equipment. Of those

six only four ever used their equipment for the preservation of testimony.
Only one of these four used video equipment regularly for the purpose of
preserving testimony. The others used their equipment in only ‘a few cases
to preserve the testimony (see following table). | A couple of the Judges
who have video equipment available to them feel it is used more effectively
for personnel training.

When asked their opinions on whether or not video equipment would
be an aid in the juvenile proceeding, 55 (or 68% of those ] udges asked)
felt that it would not be an aid in the juvenile proceedings. Most negative
feeling towards video equipment lies in the feeling that its expense is not
justified by its benefits. Bighteen (or 229 of the Judges asked) felt that
video would be an aid in the juvenile proceeding. Much of the positive res-
ponse was qualified by a statement of its various limited applications such
as depositions, cases which may be appealed, and review of a referee's
hearing.

Video equipment, in most cases, requires a trained operator. Com-
bined with the initial expense of the equipmentthesetwo factors make video

recording as a means of preserving testimony prohibitively expensive for

most counties; especially the smaller ones.




TABLE 5

VIDEO EQUIPMENT

PURPOSE USED FOR
NUMBER | NUMBER HOW
f RECORD |PERSONNEL| DEPOSI-
COUNTY MAKE 1 sl s OFTEN  |HEARINGS | TRAINING | TIONS
Auglaize NA 1 NA Never
; AV
Geauga Sony ANC 1 NA 1% X
Lorain NA 1 NA ‘ 1-2 X
ames

Portage Sony 3 4 100% X X
Stark Sony 1 4 Not much X X X
Summit NA NA NA NA X

N4 either not ascertained or not answered

...08 -

-'[8-

TABLE 6
TYPES OF RECORDING FQUIPMENT
- . NUMBER
N TYPE MAKF of HOW jopGr’
COUNTY 9 oot J . MopEL [ WM [T OFTEN VIEW ON
E |Disc |Belt | ro {Cassj Edison } . 1 Sony Other k1l a USED PERFORMANCE
Reel] ctte | Voice- € g
writer
Adams 3-4 %ﬁﬁ 4-6 rarely Not very well
Allen X
P —
Ashland X Baird- |\p-600-41 4 l.a bor o -
nuoiae
Ashrabula X Uher 5000 4 1 30%, Good
Athens g X X 3 6 50% Fine
: ; Baird- R - 60N
Auglaize X Atomic MR~-600-4} 5 4 10%
Belmont X X Time 2 1 Not used yet
Master
s G -
Brown X A utgg aph 1949 1 1 Rarely Good
Butler X X Porrable} 1 1 By referee Good
Carroll X Igg?éo 4 1 100% Very well
Champaign X X TC-152-Df 4 2 | Serious cases
Clark X X g 1 On request Well
Clermont X X 1 1 100% Very well
Clinton X X TC-126 3 2 755 Fine
Columbiana X X 3 1 | ATl bug traffic Good
Abour once

Coshocton X X TC-860 1 1 " a day Poor
Crawford X -




i

A--Continged

ror: n1e NUMBER . e
N TYPE MAKE of HOW JUDGE'S
0 NE OFTEN VIFW OXN
COUNTY N Reel .1 Fdigon . MODIEL M T Uriegs } - o
iz |Disc|Bek! = Czi‘: Voice- DI€T2" | Sony Uther k A USED PERFORMANCE
Reel writer | PUOme e} €
5 S
Cuyahoga X X 1
Darke X
Defiance X X 3 1 1007 Good
: 7 Y a 2 o7 S
Delaware X X t IS 2 1 107 Well
Erie X X 4 1 Contested Good
cases
Fairfield X IBM 4 1 1007 Well
. X X
Fayetre X f X % 1 107 Very poor
. . F Sound
Franklin X 1 Research| SR-40 4
Fulton X
Gallia X
Geauga X Wollensak 4150 1 1 1z
Greene X X CMS 3 4 10057
Guernsey X
Hamilon
Hancock X
Hardin X
Harrison X X
4
[ . 1 ] | 1 !
1T m=m: oo W =y
i i . Ti 6-- NUey i ‘ i
TYPE MAK E NUMBER
S ’ of HOW JUDGE'S
COUNTY N Reel c Edison i MODFL M ’1}" OFTEN VIEW ON
F {DisciBelt | 1w asst Yojce-f 1ACEA s0ny 1 ; PERFORMANCE
Reel} e€tte wxgltg;" phone sony Other g § USED MR
s
Henry X
Highland X
-
Hocking X
Holmes X
Huron X
Jackson X .
J efferson X Grey ETC 4 ‘ 1 1009 "Beauntifully”
Knox X
Lake X —;
Lawrence ® 1 X | 1 Almosr all lways on
{ 4 the time the blink
Lickin, : 3 yTs. %
g X X old 4 6 307
Logan X
Lorain X
T.ucas X
Madison X X CMS L3 5 90-100%
Mahoning X
\ . Sony-
Marion X X Madc 1 1 ST
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TABLE 6- «Conn’nqu_

N TYPE MAKE NUggBER
0 HOW JUDGE'S
COUNTY Nt Reelj  jEdison § 0 .~ MODEL w1 T OFTEN VIEW ON
E {DisciBelt { o {~28557 yojce- | DICI Somy § Orther i r USED
Reel| ette | " 5io.{ Pphone ’ X 2 R PERFORMANCF
g | &
Medina b4 Voice of 730 1 1
Medin Music
Meigs X
Mexcer X
Miami x X CMS 4 4 1009,
Monroe X
Montgomery X
Morgan X
Morrow
Muskingum X Vg\i&zi‘f 730 1 1 20-25% Very well
Noble
Bell & o1
Ottawa Howell Portable | 1 1 Never
Paulding X X 1 Never
Perry X
. . 2 yrs.
Pickaway X X 5(’)1 d 4 6 1007, Good
: Lanier 0 -
Pike X Fiisette 1 1 109 Very well
Portage
Preble X Rarely Inadequate
7 . | ‘ ; : ; : i : . i
& ‘s: -4 £ » s T - 3 o x P S i . i b wh % - i B . o )
TABLE 6--Continued
. - NUMBER
18 TYPE MAKE NUM oW JUDGE'S
FL . VIEW ON
COUNTY N Reel | o, | Edison { . MODEL. - {0 T OFTEN EW O
E |pisc|Bete | w |~258] Voice-|MICH" | Sony | Other 1 USED PERFORMANCE
Reel| €™ writer| PROTE e ¢
5 | =
Putmam X
Richland X
Ross X X CMS 4 4 100%
Sandusky X
Scioto X
Seneca X Portable} 1 1 Inadequate
Shelby X Magnavox Portable| 1 1 10%
Stark X X SV a1 100%,
Summirt X Craig Portable| 4 1
Trumbull X
Tuscarawas X
Union X
Van Wert X
Vinton X X 1 1 Nort often
L Lanier o
Warren X Bdiserte 1977 4 1 100% Good
W ashington X X 4 1 1% Good
Wayne X Wollensak 1 1 25-33%, Good
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TABLE 6--Continued

N TYPE MAKE NUMBER
COUNTY 0 of HOW JUDGE'S
t N ) MODEL OF \ 1 5
B |Disc|Betr | ¢! |Cass{Edison | . YT FTEN VIEW ON
R?el erte gl?llt(; er_ DS}C}(I)?‘; Sony Other fé &% USED PERFORMANCE
Williams |
Wood X
Wyandot X 5 109, Good g
TOTALS 35 J1w0) s 1 201410 10 12 8 17
I | = ) ! k ] o l | - - f !
R A S S R T R A S S S S AT
' k N ' ) ] I ] ) l I - l I |
TABLE 7
AVAILABILITY OF RECORDING EQUIPMENT
USE HAVE GETTING WOULD DON'T
COUNTY NONE GENERAL OWN NEW LIKE NEW WANT
DIVISION EQUIP MENT EQUIPMENT} EQUIPMENT § EQUIPMENT
Adams i X X
Allen X X
Ashland X
Ashtabula X
Athens X
Auglaize X
Belmont X
1
Brown X X
B utler X
Carroll X
Cha}npaign jL X
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TABLE 7--Contdnued

USE HAVE GETTING WOULD DON'T
COUNTY NONE GENERAL OWN NEW LIKE NEW WANT
DIVISION BQUIPMENT § BQUIPMENT | EQUIPMENT § EQUIPMENT
Clark X
Clermont X
Clinton X
Columbiana X
F
Coshocton X X
Crawford X . X
Cuyahoga X
Darke X
Defiance X
Delaware X
Erie X
___l

TABLE 7--Coutinued
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USE HAVE GETTING WOULD DON'T
COUNTY NONE GENERAL OWN NEW LIKE NEW WANT
DIVISION BEQUIP MENT EQUIPMENT § EQUIPMENT } EQUIP MENT
Fairfield X
Fayette X X
Franklin X
h» ‘L
Fulton X
Gallia X X
Geauga X
Greene X
Guernsey X
Hamilton X
Hancock X X
Hardin X X




TABLE 7--Contdnued

USE HAVE GETTING WOULD DON'T
COUNTY NONE GENERAL OWN NEW LIKE NEW WANT
DIVISION EQUIPMENT } EQUIPMENT } EBEQUIPMENT § BQUIPMENT
Harrison X
Henry X X
Highland X X
Hocking X X
Holmes X X
Huron X hA
J ackson X X
Jefferson X
Knox X X
Lake X X
Lawrence X X
L
TABLE 7--Countinued
USE HAVE GETTING WOULD DON'T
COUNTY NONE GENERAL OWN NEW LIKE NEW WANT
DIVISION EQUIPMENT | EQUIPMENT § EQUIPMENT EQUIPME‘NTh
1
Licking X
Logan X X
Lorain X X
r-Lucas X
T Madison X
Mahoning X
Marion X X
Medina X X
Meigs X
Mercer X X
Miami X

..06 -
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TABLE 7--Continued

USE ‘ HAVE GETTING WOULD DON'T
COUNTY NONE GENERAL OWN NEW LIKE NEW WANT
DIVISION EQUIPMENT | EQUIPMENT | EQUIPMENT § EQUIP MENT
Monroe X X
Montgomery X X
Morgan X
Morrow X X $
Muskingum X
Noble ‘X | F
Ottawa X
P aulding X
Perry X X
Pickaway | X X
Pike X
1
e U B IR
HEE N A A S T AT S
TABLE 7--Continued
; USE HAVE GETTING WOULD DON'T
COUNTY NONE GENERAL OWN NEW LIKE NEW WANT
DIVISION EQUIPMENT | EQUIPMENT § EQUIPMENT { BEQUIPMENT
Portage X
Preble X X
Putnam X X
'Richland X X
Ross X
Sandusky X ” F
Scioto X X
Seneca X - X
Shelby X
LStark X
Summit X
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TABLE 7--Continued

P
USE HAVE GETTING WOULD DON'T
COUNTY NONE GENERAL OWN NEW LIKE NEW WANT
DIVISION EQUIP MENT |} EQUIPMENT | EQUIPMENT | EQUIP MENT
Trumbull X X
Tuscarawas X X
Union X X
Van Wert X X
Vinton X X
Warren X
Washington X
RN
(I S S S R B ! e O W
S A A B B
TABLE 7--Contnued
?
USE HAVE GEBTTING ‘NCg g%\%‘w %?,&’%
I NONE GENERAL OWN NEW LIKT 1
COUNTY RORE DIVISION EQUIP MENT | EQUIPMENT FQUIPMENT | EQUIPMENT
Wayne X
‘Williams X
Wood X _ %
r— Wyandot X
TOTALS 35 6 46 5 22 12

-{76 -

_96-



-96-

C. Recording Hquipment Available

What follows is a short description of the various models of courtroom
recording equipment offered by the different manufacturers, This pro-
ject in no way intends for these descriptions to endorse one manufacturer's
equipment over another's. They are not endorsements but, hopefully,
helpful descriptions which can be followed up by contacting the representi-
tives of the manufacturers for further information. The exclusion of any
manufacturer is unintentional and should not be taken as a rejection of that

company's equipment by the project.

1. Baird-Atomic Recording Devices. Baird-Atomic recording devices

are outleted in Ohio by Video Record Inc. of Columbus., They sell two
extremely sophisticated versions of a reel-to-reel tape machine. Oue is

a four channel version and the other is an eight channel machine. Video
Record Inc. will customize and modify the machine to fit the specific court
if 8o desired, Life expectency for cither of the WO machines is in the
vicinity of eight years with continual use and regular preveutitive mainte-
nance which is provided for approximately $100 per year. Emergency
service will be provided within 24 hours. The Baird-Atomic machine is
one of the most sophisticated courtroom recording systems on the market,
The price reflects this. The approximate cost of the four channel machine
(MR-G00~4) is $2, 900 which includes such items as a 1 month supply of
tape tape file cabinet, ctc. as well as all the mikes needed (4). The eight-
track machine (MR-600-8) with the same additional items will cost approx-

imately $4, 385. The price indicates the quality of the machine. It is one
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of two or three mt-hines on the market that represents the current state

of the art in courtroom recording systems.

J ack Rogers of Video Record

Inc. is very helpful and would be more than willing tu answer any queries

regarding this machine or courtroom recording equipment in general.

Jack Rogers

Sales Manager

Video Record, Inc.
709 S. High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43206
(614) 444-6865

2. Dictaphone Recording Devices.

Dictaphone markets a sophisticated

machine specifically designed for courtroom use known as the CMS 1L,

The CMS3 11 is a reel-to-reel tape recording machine which is capable of

recording and playing back four channels.

Dictaphone offers a preventitive

maintenance contract which guarantees the CMS II for 8 years. Dictaphone

is on a delivery schedule of 90 days after receipt of order. Twenty-four

hour emergency service is provided.

The CMS II mounted in the console cabinet and with headset will cost

approximately $2,500. With microphones, tape and other accessories

the total price will be in the area of $3,000. A more complete cost break-

down will depend on the specific court and its needs,

More complete in-

formation concerning the CMS 1I can be obtained from any Dictaphone

branch office.

Dictaphone Corporation
2494 Manchester Rd.
Akron, Ohio 44314

Dictaphone Corporation
7618 Reinhold Dr.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237

Dictaphone Corporation
1223 Wilmington Ave.
Dayton, Ohio 45420

Dictaphone Corporation
2315 Brookpark Rd.
Cleveland, Ohio 44134

Dictaphone Corporation
5151 Monroe St. |
Toledo, Ohio 43623

Dictaphone Corporation
1095 Dublin Rd.

P. O. Box 142
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dictaphone Corporation
3612 Southern Blvd.
Youngstown, Ohio 44507
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3. IBM Recording Devices. IBM markets a magnetic-belt type single

channel recording device. Although marketed primarily as a dictating
unit this recording device (model 273) can be incorporated along with some
other electronic equipment into a courtroom recording system. Further
information, including prices, can be obtained from any JBM branch office
or from Ron Gates, Office Products Division of IBM in Columbus.

Ron Gates

Marketing Representative

Office Products Division

IBM Corporation

140 East Town Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

4, Sony Recording Devices. Sony makes two types of recording

systems which can be adapted to courtroom use: a single channel cassette
system and a two channel cassette system.

The single channel system consists of a recorder (BM35D), a transcriber
(BM 25), four Sony microphones, one microphone mixer, and six dozen
C 120 tape cassettes. The equipment is the same as that used throughout
business and industry for dictation purposes (with the exception of the micro-
phones and the mixer). As such it can also be used for dictation purposes.
The extimated cost of such a system is $1, 450. 50.

Sony also makes a two channel system adaptable for courtroom re-
cording. Such a system would cousist of a two channel recorder (TC 152 SD),
a two channel transcriber (BM 25 A), four Sony microphones and six dozen
C 120 tape cassettes. This equipment is also used in business and industry

for dictation purposes. The estimated cost of the two channel system is

$1, 326.

,,,,,

o

o
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Both above Sony systems will be tailored to meet the court's specific
needs when installed. Russ Helms of Dolbey and Company in Columbus
would be more than willing to answer any guestions you may have concerning
the above systems and courtroom recording equipment in general.

Dolbey and Co.
3388 Brie Avenue

Cincinnati, Ohio 45208
(513) 871-9000

Russ Helms

Dolbey and Co.

2041 Riverside Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43221
(614) 488-3139

Dolbey and Co.

1400 Bast Third Street
Dayton, Ohio 45403
(513) 222-9628

Diversified Business Machine Co.
600 Dueber Avenue S. W.

Canton, Ohio 44706

(216) 452-5783

B eals Office Machines
131 S. Blizabeth
Lima, Ohio 45801
(419) 222-1076

Diversified Business Machine
50 South Maple

Akron, Ohio 44303

(216) 434-8790

5. Sound Research Recording Devices. Sound Research markets &

four track reel-to-reel courtroom recording machine known as the SR 40.
It ig one of a few recording machines on the market specifically designed
for courtroom use.
A typical system with the SR 40, 4 microphones, and 150 hours of

recording tape will run in the vicinity of $2, 600 with variations depending
on the specific installation and adaptions to suit the court's needs.

Sound Research is marketed in Ohio by the same companies listed above
who market Sony products. Again, Russ Helms of Dolbey and Company in

Columbus would be glad to answer any questions concerning this machine,




D. Resource Materials on Recording Bquipment

For further guidance oun the topic of recording equipment jeference

can be made to the following; some of which are more helpful than others.

1. "Preservation of Testimony in Proceedings in the District Courts
of Massachusetts"

Honorable Robert S. Prince
Presiding Justice .
District %ourt of Fast Norfolk
Quincy, Maryland 02169

Bxcellent treatment of the subject of cwrtroom recording.

2. "Voluntary Standards for Courtroom Recording Systems”

Myr. Alan R. Cook

National Bureau of Standards
Division 272

Section 55

Boulder, Colorado 80302

Prepared for the National Institue of Law Buforcement and Criminal
Justice under the aegis of the Law Hnforcement Assistance Admini-
straton, U.S. Department of Justice to aid court administrators 1t
using courtroom recording systems. Content is somewhat technical
in nature.

3, "Feasibility Bxamination of Alternate Methods of Preparing Court-
room Transcripts"

Mr. James Arnold

The Court Administrator
Superior Court

Suite 5B, 5th Floor
Courthouse

Sacramento, California 95814

Validates through elaborate testing procedures the accuracy and
inexpense of electronic courtroom recording systems.

(e

[
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BE. Air Conditioning and Courtroom Recording

Care should be taken to insure that quiet central air conditioning
(as opposed to window which is too noisy) is provided. This is especially
important when a recording is being made of the proceedings because the
noise produced by air moving equipment has a primary audio frequency
that falls in the middle of the desired audio spectrum.

Consequently several attributes should be taken into consideration to
insure a quiet system. Firstof all, primary consideration should be given
to equipment on the basis of low noise output. Secondly, the air condition-
ing unit should be equipped with centrifugal fans rather than vane axial fans
and bloweré should be of large diameter, slow speed, and belt driven
rather than small diameter, high speed, and motor-coupled. Thirdly, the
unit installed should be of larger capacity than that needed so the unit
will not labor at maximum output and corresponding high noise output.

Ducts are extremely efficient transmission paths of airborne noise.
Care iun the construction of ducts will reduce the noise generated by tur-
bulent flow and eliminate the noise transmission paths represented by the
ducts. Constrictions and sharp beunds within the ducts should be avoided,
since this will tend to increase the velocity of the air and cause turbuleuce,
with the result of increased noise, The volume of the ducts should be
large enough to promote the flow of slow-moving masses of air. The ex-
haust port of ducts should be open enough to permit the ready discharge
of the conditioned air. Tightly woven grilles are to be avoided, regardless
of the aesthetic quality of the grille. The least favorable grille location is

near a corner of a room, since this location will enhance the noise.
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It is much less expensive to initially install quiet air conditioning than

it would be to acoustically treat the courtroom for the noise produced by

a cheaper unit,

Wi :

APPENDIX V.
Grant Applications

A number of Julges expressed a desire for assistance in
writing applications and pre-applications for state and federal
funding. The Executive Committee of the Ohio Association of
Juvenile Court Judges addressed itself to this problem and applisd
for a grant to fund a project which would offer technical assistance
and grant-writing services to the 39 Juvenile Courts serving pop-
pulations of less than 40, 000,

Entitled "Juvenile Court Technical Assistance Project,"” the
proposal was rejected for the following reason., "To provide such
technical assistance is a staff function (AJD) and respousibility.

If a potential applicantis having difficulty in submitting a pre-
application, he should contact AJD. "

In keeping with this we have included herein a list of the
various Administrative P lanning Districts whose staff people will
answer any questions.

If for any reason there ig difficulty in obtaining answers
to your questions let either Deputy Director A. C, Montgomery,
or Bill Patterson, State Projects Specialist know about it and

answers will be quickly obtained.
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Deputy Director-A. C, Montgomery  Assistant Deputy Director-W, V. Metz §
- (614) 466-7610 \
Bureau of Planning and Research Bureau of Grants Management -7
Mack Campbell-Buteatd ChHicr Paul Bronsdon-Tiscal SUpervisor .
(614) 466-7782 (614) 466-7780 '
Robert Dundon-Audit Supervisor e
(614) 466-5280
Bureau of Project Review
David F. Henderson-Bureau Chief Charles Scales-Program
(614) 466-5867 Specialist
William C. Patterson-State Projects Columbus/Toledo (614) 466-5867
Specialist (614) 466-5867 -
Fred W. Engelman-Non-Metro Supervisor Horst Gienapp-Metropolitan
(014) 466-5126 Supervisor
Brian Ball-Project Controller Cincinnatd /Dayton (614) 466-5867 — e
(614) 466-7780 )
Marge Harrison-Fiscal Review Officer Steve Fried-Program .
Specialist - .
Cleveland/Akron (614)466-5280 g
Administrative P lanning Districts 4o
Fred W. Engelman- Non-Mefro Supervisor -
(614) 466-5126 L
Administrative Planning District I Administrative P lanning District III - e
George Smith-Teéam Leader Ralph Hopper-Team Leadser -
Seth Watterson Jeff Isralsky R. Thomas Mallory David Hellard e
Allen Henry Richland Butler Clinton Miami - q
Ashland Huron Sandusky Champaign Darke  Preble e
Auglaize Knox Seneca Clark Greene Shelby
Crawford Marion Van Wert Clermont Logan Warren o
Defiance Mercer Williams d
Brie Morrow Wood Administrative Planning District IV -
IFulton Ottawa  Wyandot JacK R, Tawry-Team Leader — e
Hancock Paulding James Foster Robert White f
Hardin Putnam -
Adams Guernsey Meigs i
Athens Harrison  Monroe - |
Administrative P lanning District II Beliaont Highland Morgan ,,_, B
Carlos Bowden-Team Léader Brown Hocking Muskingum .
Charles Askew George Bennett Carroll Holmes Noble -
. Coshocton J ackson Perry i
Ashtabula  Lorain  Stark Delaware ] efferson  Pickaway -
Columbiana Mahoning Trumbull Fairfield Lawrence Pike B
Geauga Medina Wayne Fayette Licking Ross 5.
Lake Portage Gallia Madison Scioto
Tuscarawas Union Vinton
Washington - .






