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TREATMENT ALTERNATIVES TO STRELT CRIME

CHARACTERLSTICS CF A SAMPLE
Vi
OF ARRESTED DEKVER CPIATE ADDICTS
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OF 282 ARRESTED OPTATE ADDICTS IDIHTI-
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INTRODUCTTON

On May 8, 1973, the Denver Anti-Crime Council acted favorably
upon the TASC (Treatment Alternatives to Street Crime) drug treat
ment propoesal. The staffing process has becn initiated, and on
September 5, Jerry Varela was selected as TASC Lirector.

In an effort to provide TASC with preliminary bascline datu,
the Denver /nti-Crime Council undertook a data collection project
in the gpring of 1973. 1In 1972 a total of 522 individuals booked
into Denver C’ty Jail voluntarily requested methadone detoxificut-
ion services. With the cooperation of the Denver Police Department
and the Denver Sheriffs' Department, the records of 282 of the 322
individuals were analyzed, and some of the highlights of that re-
scarch effort follow:

Demographic Characteristics

The vast maiority of the sample (81.2%) is male. Racially,
41.9% are black, 30.0% are Spanish surname, 27.8% are anglo, and
0.4% are American Indian.

RACE
N %
BLACK f 116 41.9@
SPANTSH SURNAML 53 30.0
ANGLO 77 27.8:1
FMERICAN INDIAN T 0.4

The age of the subjects range from fifteen (15) to fiftwv (50).
The modal group (50.1%) consists of 19-25 year olds and the mediun
age is 25.8 years. @Only 23.9% of the sample is over 30 years old,
a full 76.1% being w@der 30 years of age.
3
V' AGE DISTRIBUTION

1 AGE N RELATIVE CUMULATIVE ¢
1 GROUP yA % 4
4 i
i — 18 L5 5.3 5.3 :
119 - 25 131 46.9 52.2 :
1 26 - 30 67 23.9 76.1

1 31 - 35 &0 L4.1 96.2

é 36 - 50 27 9.8 1000.0 :

First Arrest Data

Two out of every three subjects (66.6%) recorded their first
arrest prior to age 18. The majority (53.47) experienced their
first recorded arrest during the ages of 16-18. Only 13.5% show
first arrest at age 22 or older.



AGE AT FFIRST ARREST

AGE N RELATIVE CUMULATIVE D
; GROUP VA % @
7 =15 77 137 T3 T
G = 18 150 53.4 66,6
le i 55 15.8 86.4 1
20 - 28 25 8.9 G5.3 |
@26 A 12 4.6 0.0 |

With respect to initial drug arrest, the age distribution
differs substantially. The modal category is 18 21 (45.50), but
the majority (51.4%) recorded their first drug arrest at age 22
or older.

AGLE AT FIRST DRUG ARREST

| AGE N RELATIVE  CUMULATIVE(]
i GROUP A % &
N0 DRUG o
ARREST 10 3.5 3.5 4
{13 - 19 56 19.5 23.0 4
19 - 25 151 64,5 87.5 i
1426~ 50 63 22.5 000 4
3 y

ARREST DATA

Arrests were grouped for anmalytical purposes under the head-
ings of drug arrests, theft arrests, burglary arrests, robbery
arrests, assault arrvests, prostitution arrests, sexual assault
arrests, and public order arrests. The measure of TImpact Crime
~arrests combined burglary, robbery, sexual assault, and dssault
arrests. Below are the compilations of those figures.

DRUG ARRESTS AND CONVICTIONS

f‘“ TTOTALS NOWVBER OF % OF TOTALN
; SUBJECTS  GROUP OF il
é SUBJECTS |]
; 1
H ARRESTS 1,459 270 95.7 1
% CONVICTIONS Tl 176 46,7
i‘ }'

THEFT ARRESTS AND CONVICTIONS

2 TOTALS NUMBER OF % OF TOTALJ
: SUBJECTS GROUP COF |
: | SUBJECTS
H _ARRESTS 692 201 71.3 |
{ CONVICTIONS 223 125 YARCEENN



BURGLARY ARRESTS AND CORVICTIONS

f TOTALS RUMBER OF 7% OF TOTAL;!

SUBJECTS  GROUP QF
: SUBJECTS H
{ARRESTS 480 172 61.0 )
{CONVICTIONS 157 86 30.5 5

ROBBERY ARRESTS

AND CONVICTIONS

i TOTALS RUMBER OF 7% OF TOTAL!
] SUBJECTS  GROUP OF F
1 SUBJECTS 1,
{ARRESTS 238 128 45.4 g
{CORVICTIONS 66 5T 8.1 H

ASSAJLT ARRESTS AND CONVICTIONS

SLCRNEISCT AR N s

TOTALS NUMBER OF % OF TOTALA

SUBJLCTS  GROUP OF f

SUBJECTS _ |

ARRESTS 438 108 38.3 |
CONVICTIONS 173 27 6.2 |

PUBLIC ORDER ARRESTS

AND CONVICTIONS

TOTALS NUMRER OF % OF TOTALQ

SUBJECTS CROUP OF§

SUBJECTS)

i\ _ARRESTS 375 146 51.8 _ k
I CONVICTIORNS 191 99 35.1

FIMALE "ROSTITUTION ARRESTS AND CONVICTIONS

)
)

UNK.

: TOTALS ROMBER OF % OF TOTAL]
: SUBJECTS GRCUP CF}
@ SUBJECTS},
1 ARRESTS 116 17 31.9 |
" CORVTOTYUNS T2 7378




IMPACT CRIME ARRESTS AND CONVICTIONS

Scrutiny of this data would scem to indicate that for this
population of arrestees voluntarily requesting detoxification ser-
vices at Denver City Jail in 1972, a substanticl degree of criminal
behavior can be found in their backgrounds.
TASC will screen many similar arrestees and attempt to place the
- appropriate candidates into the TASC treatment system.

fying and treating opiate users iuvolved in the criminal justice
process, TASC seeks Zo arrest the documented cycle of drug use and

¢ TOTALS NUMBER OF 7 OF TOLALL

i SUBJECTS GROUY - OF}

| SUBJECTS
ARRESTS 927 226 80.1

{ CONVICTIONS 271 137 46.8

TOTAL ARRESTS AND CONVICTIONS

g TOTALS NOMBER OF % OF TOTAL f

; SUBJECTS GROUP CF |

3 SUBJECTS |

| ARRESTS 4,513 282 100.0

4 CONVICTIONS 1,303 257 9L.1 |

DISCUSSION

repeated criminal behavior.

L iy

In the ensuing months

By identi-



(These materials and project
efforts related to their pro-
duction were supported by the
U. S. Department of Justice,
Law Enforcement Assistance
Administration

Denver High Impact. Anti-Crime
Program, 72 NI 08 0001)
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