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INTRODUCTION 

On Hay 8, 1973, the Denver Anti-Crime Council acted favoro.olv 
upon the TASC (Treatment 1\1 ternatives to Street Crime) drug treat· 
ment proposal. Tl1(~ stuffing process has been initiated, and on 
September 5, .Jerry Varela was selected as TASe Director. 

In an effort to provide TL\SC with prelimLnary basel ine ddt~l\ 
the Denver imtL-Crime Counc j 1 undertook a data collect 1.on pro:i ect 
i.n the spring of 1973. In 1972 a total of 522 individuals booked 
into Denver C·:.:y Jail voluntarily requested methadone detoxific':'lt­
ion services. With the cooperation of the Denver Police DUpilrtrnont 
and the Denver Sheriffs' Depo.rtmont, the records of 282 of the 522 
individuc'IJ.S were analyzed, and some of the highlights of thdt ro. 
search effort follow: 

Demogra8hi c Charact.eri.s tics 

The va.st ma iority of the sample (81.2'X,) is male. Racially, 
41.9% are blacK, 30.0'/~ ':l1-e Spanish surname, 27.8'% are i\.nglo~ and 
0.410 are imlCri can Indian. 

BLA8K 
SP Al\ISH SURNIIlYIE 
MGLO 
iMERICi'lN INDIAl\l 

RACE 

N <fI 
10 

The age of the ~/ubjects range frojIl fifteen (15) to fiftv (50). 
The moddl group (50 _Via) cons i sts of 19- 25 year o1ds und the TIled i..:m 
age is 25.8 years. pnly 23.910 of the 5 amp 1e is over 30 years old, 
a full 76.1'% being u(nder 30 years of <1ge. 

\ 
AGE DISTRIBUTION 

First Arrest Data 

Two out of every three subjects (66.6'%) recorded their first 
arrest prior to age 18. The nw.jority (53.4;~) experienced their 
fi rst r.ecorded arrest duri.ng the ages of 16-18. 01.1.1y 13. 5% shov..~ 
first a-rest at age 22 or older. 
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AGE AT FIRST ARREST 

AGE N RELA'rIVE Cm'1ULATIVld~ 
GROUP % 'Iu 11 

,} 7 - 15:31 13.2 ---"""""1-"'3·,2 -1\ 
\16 - 18 150 53.L~ 66.6 -:! 
f~l? - 21 5 5 1 9 . 8 ~J?-=-4_~q 
tf 2. - 2. 5 2. 5 8 . <J <;1 5 ~ 3 \ 1 
~~12_6_-__ 4_.4 ________ 1_2 ____ ~ _______ 4 __ .6 ________ 1 __ 00.0 1 

i'Jith respect to initial dl:Ug arrest, the age dist-ri bntion 
differs subst';l.ntic111y. The modal category is 18 21 (45. 5;~), but 
the majority (51.4'10) recorded thp..ir first drug arrc;st at age 22 
or older. 

AGE AT FIRST DRUG ARREST 

AGE N RELi1TIVE CUHULATIVEq 
1 GROUP % 'Yo'1 
fiNO DRUG P 
··~f.:-IAR:::;;=.::..;R=E=S.;;::.T-:-:--.. __ ~1::-;O:---______ ~3::-:-. 5 ___ ---::~3::_:.~5. __ 1\ 
.~~ 13 - V~ 56 19 . 5 23 . 0 Ii 

t
~19 - 2~ 151 64.5 87.5 Ii 
126 -- 50 63 22.5 100.0 (~ 
A 11 
1~----------'----------------------------------------~U 

ARREST DATA 

Arrests were groul~ed for analytical purposes under the head­
ings of drug arrests, theft arrests, burglary arrests, robbe-r-y 
arrests, assault arrests, prostitution arrests, se}""ual assa.ult 
arrests, and public order arrests. The measure of Impact Crime 

. arrests combined burglary, robbc~ry, sexual assault, and dssault 
arrests. Below are the compilations of those figures. 

DRUG ARRESTS RiD CONVICTIONS 

i
l.!: .... ~ ______________ T_O_T_l_~L_S __________ NU}_s_J_g~~c~~ %G~~U~06¢L~ 
. SUBJECTS 11 

,------------~~ 
ARREST S~c---= __ l ~ 45,...:;9 ______ --,2:-,7",...;0;,--____ -,-9.5..,..._. =-7 _t~ 

i CONVICTIONS 224 126 44.7 l¥ 
i __________________________ ~U 

THEFT ARRESTS A~D CONVICTIONS 

j TOTALS NUNBER OF % OF TOTALr 
·.l';l!'! SUllJECTS GROUP OF i1 
; SUBJECT S Il 
~ -----l~i 
:1 }\H.RESTS 692 201 71. 3 ~~ 
1 CONVICTIONS 223 125 LJ·4. 3 f~ 
#~ ___________________ ~_Jl 
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BURGLARY A.RRESTS A,\D CO;:~VICTI ONS 

% OF TOTAVi 

~ 
TOTALS l-mMBER OF 

SUBJECTS GROUP OF 11 
'1 SUBJECTS !~ 
.~ fJ 
I 

61. 0 II )AI~RESTS 480 172 
ICONVICTIONS 157 86 30.5 b 

ROBBERY ARRESTS A1IiD CONVICTIONS 

J TOTALS l\uHBER OF '10 OF TOTl.L~ 
~ SUBJECTS GROUP OF" 

SUBJECTS t 1 
1 

L~5 • 4 ---fil iARRESTS 238 128 
JlQONVICTION~ 66 51 18.1 Y 

ASSAULT ARRESTS AND CONVICTIONS 

q: TOT ALS l\uNBER OF % OF TOTAl)} 
f! SUBJL:CTS GROUP OF H 

[
·L, STS . SUBJECTS n 
:j iJ.lRE 438 108 30=.3- H 
:} Cc}NVIC1'IOFfs ----:;1·-23;----------:::;~2-=.7-------:;-:14. 2 H 

L 
.~ 

il ,\RRESTS 
'{ CONVICTIONS 
4 

PUBLIC ORDER ARRESTS A~D CONVICTIONS 

TOTALS 

375 
191 

NUHBER OF % OF 1'OT,-\1.11 
SUBJECTS CROUP OFfJ 

SUBJECT.iJl 

146 ·51.8 .J!: 
99 35.1 m 

F~J~ALl£ :'ROSTlTUTION ARRESTS AND CONVICT~ONS 
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ARRESTS 
CONVICTIONS 

IMP l~CT CRJHE ARRESTS Al\)D CONVICTIONS 

TOTALS NUMBER OF 
SUBJECTS 

TOTAL ARRESTS Al'~D CONVICTIONS 

TOTALS NUl-mER OF 
SUBJECTS 

DISCUSSION 

282 
257 

10 OF TOTl\L ~n 
GROUP OF n 
SUBJECTS IJ 
100.0 11. 

91.1 ~ 

Scrutiny of this data would seem to indicate that for this 
population of arrcstees voluntarily requesting d0toxificntion ser­
vices at Denver City Jail in 1972, a substanti&l degree of criminal 
behavior can be found in their backgrounds. In the ensuing months 
TASC will screen m:.my similar arrestees and attempt to place the 
appropriate candidates into the 'rASC treatment system. By identi­
fying and treating opiate users iltvolved in the criminal justice 
process, 'rASe seeks:=o arrest the documented cycle of drug use .:Ind 
repeated criminal behavior. 
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(These materials and project 
efforts related to their pro­
duction \.,,;ore supported by the 
U. S. Department of Justi.ce, 
Lc".lW Enforcement Assistance 
l\dministration 
Denver Hj gh Impact Anti-Crime 
Program) 72 NI 080001) 
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