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The initial proposal was that 'this grant would expand the 

existing Helicopter Patrol of the A-tlanta Police Department and 

that this would result in a 24-hour, seven day a week aerial 

watch for the City which would reduce residential burglaries by 

30% in two years. 

The Helicopter Patrol suffered normal start-up difficulties 

I • 
with obtaining qualified staflflng; storage and maintenance of 

equipment. Staffing was acquired but the cost of maintenance 

was much greater than it had been anticipated. Additionally, the 

selected maintenance group had financial difficulties making it 

more feasible for Atlanta to train and maintain its own corp of 

engineers to provide this serVlce. 

The Atlanta Helicopter Squad also suffered the loss of 2 

copters for a short time due to crashes. This resulted in several 

negotiations between the City, State Crime Commission and Law,' 

Enforcement Assistance Administration which allowed the City to 

continue its patrol at the same level using a copter purchased 

under the initial helicopter grant. 

It was also determined that whereas the helicopter grant 

was designed to provide 24 hour patrol, most residential burglaries 

,occurred during the daylite hours; those crimes which were impacted 

upon in the-evenings due to both on the spot activity and mere 

visibility were not addressed in the stated goals, i. e., the 
) 

helicopter patrol was involved in innumerable criminal activities 

not directly related to the stated goals such as a $10 million hard 

drug bust (provided necessary surveillance and assisted in arrests) and was 

responsible for recovering $63,000 worth of marijuana in one instance. 
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Prior to project implementa'tion , it was assumed that the 

level of flight activity with allowance for weather conditions 

would equal 100 percent, in fact, however, the achieved level 

was less than half of the anticipated flight hours. For the 

project period, 6,977.1 hours were lost due to weather conditions. 

The project's capabilities in achieving a high level of 

flight hours was subordinated,to a continuing maintenance problem. 
). 

For the project period, an average of 553.5 hours pe;r month or 

approximately 30 percent of scheduled flight hours were lost to 

helicoptefmaintenance. 

Although the primary intent of the helicop-ter project was 

the detection and prevention of criminal activity, a secondary 

purpose was to provide an increased sense of security to the 

citizens of Atlanta. In an effort to determine the effectiveness 

of the copters in this aspect, a survey2 was performed which 

indicates that 74% of those surveyed believed that the use of 

helicopters assisted police in doing a good job and 55% believed 

that police helicopter surveillance provided an added sense of 

sec\irity. 

With this information at hand, it is clear that the helicopter 

project was not a total success as related to its stated goals, 

however, it did achieve some measure of success. 'l'here was 

a decrease of 10.9% in residential burglary from 1973 to 1975 

and a ~'. 8% decrease in commercial burglary during this time span. 

There are other factors which may have been partially responsible 

for this decrease, however there is no means of making this 

2 The anticipated before and after survey was no't done, however the 
1974 CJ class of Georgia State did a helicopter awareness survey. 
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determination. The helicopters wer~ credited with over one 

thousand criminal arrests and assisted in many more. The 

helicopter was both directly and indirectly responsible for 

several drug busts and can be credited with deterring an 

indeterminate number of crimes due to mere visibility. Finally, 

the human aspect of citizen awareness and security is clearly 

rated by the high number of persons who feel the helicopter 
i' 

patrol is invaluable to police protection and assistance .. 

Attached is a statistical analysis of the helicopter grant 

for the foux' quarter period ending March , 1976. 
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Hours Scheduled 41}0.0 

Hours Flotm 206.2 

Hours DO\m 233.8 

FLIGHT TD;E LOST 

Haintenance 18.2 

\'leather 61.7 

Training 0 

Court 0 .! 
I 

other .153.9 

FLIGHT 'I'HIE AS A % OF SCHEDULED TIME 

Up Time 

DOl'm Time 

AIRCRAFT ~~9NSE 

Burglar,y Initiated 
Calls: 

Commel'cial 

Residential 

Burglary Dispatched 
Calls: 

CO!illl1crcinl 

RGsidential , 
, 

Jan. 

22 

28 

121 

~ 

/jeXJ.O 
--_:-

185.5 

21h·5 

21.3 

33.1 

0 

0 

160.1 

Feb. JJM. 

28 18 

4 24-

" 128 111 

92 

1:ar. 

'll~O.O 

17'1.6 

262.1~ 

1~.1 

86.0 

0 

0 

172.3 

----

~~frt:.er 

1280.0 

-569.3 

710.7' 

43.6 

180.8 

0 

0 

486.3 

Quarter 

68 

56 

360 

286 

, 
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Other: 
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Robbery 32 19 15 6() 

Help 0,,11 Ii 3 12 26 

PBA/FIlA 2h 25 29 ?FJ t't' 
I \,~ 

t,)'. '" 

PrOi~ler 3h 2h 87 
',.~ 

29 ;'·A' 
, 'iJt'.1t' 

All other 238 210 218 666 
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HELICOPTER IIHTIA1'lm A:l;~~TS 
. ~t .. , 
""t, 

~\p, " ~ ,,, , 

Ros. BurB' 0 0 0 0 .' <~t ~ '>~1 
~·\.l~ 'j,( ''l' 

I ;, !1t~·4-~\' i 
, 'l"fl~j ,t, 

Conun. Burg. 0 0 0 0 ~.;t •• ~~' I 

~;' !:/I f)'<<l 
; • ~~ ~·t Yr~-

1.' i\"! 1.1', ~ 1 

Robbery 0 0 1 1 • til ,~'," ' .. 
)1 !d',~, ,}' ,\ .. ,4. 

'1"""!:j!'V ' .... ",,:,/1:: ~ 

Prow1nr 0 0 0 0 '~hl ' 
., ,'-,: .• ,' ,. (i1<1 

< ~ .~" i~ct" 

10 19 2~\ 
' ~. . "i"e..,·t 

Other 0 :1 I 

Total (5 10 'f9 29 

RADIO DISPATCHED Ann.&3TS 

Res. Dure· 6 0 0 6 

Comm. Bure· 1 2 0 3 

Robbery 2 3 0 5 . i 
,I 

Ol:,hnr 1 " .. , '_1 e Q..- '/t, 
Total 27 13 0 /10 
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f)1~lrtar1y naport 
Jan. 1 - Ibrch 31, 1976 

ADDITIONALLY: 

Accordin;; to I,lto (h'fl!l1. '.le .:'\1'0 emly cxp'~ctcd to fl,j' i'ift;y' p'~rccnt (50,~) of 
the scheduled Fli~ht 'l'ime. For the first QUBrt.cr of 197h '0'10 a"(~ra-::ed fourthfctlI' 
(M~~) percent of tho GC 1 'crl'11ed i,i~: e. Out of 1280.0 hou~s scheduled to f1:r onlr 
43.6 \';~:~'C lost ,to i:n1.nt enancc • This is qu.i.tc an in:pl'ovel:lcnt OUGr previous ~'Cl·orts. 
HISle-thor' contributed to l£~O. 8 hours loot, Mlis of CO~11'SO cn'lnot be be1ped. The 
mn.,jorit;,' of thc til:~C 10:3t i'i"S clue to Oth8r, h86.3 hours. This hOG ti'lO !.I.:tin l'e;'Gons. 
\'Ie ore still fi~lri.nr; our Tir;lC I,oot de:\J.;y fa!' cnch Crci'; on five (5) hours, but 
h'e are act,ual1;/ on1~t f1',.:n.; four (h) h"='lt"'S. This i'l't:1 decided Ul"on b .... cnusc of 
the i'.ntigl.le e! lcoW1ted dur b~ lonr; fl:L r;ht.o. This meUI1S tllrlt. if a crml f1ys fall::' 
fours a doy thnt is 0.11 the:>' orc exnectcd to fly. So there is one "1) hour \'Ie 
contribute to Other CI 

The Squod "TUS n1::;o C!lor one C'b~~crv()r fror.l JaDlli.1FJ D1 , 1970 to t:le cl~d of 
the Qnprt0r, ~1hich cctltribut-::rl to quite a bit of Lost 'fi'lie ( Other. ). AltJho~l,':h 
tltis pOGtion ws fi: led, the Obs Tve r' i'l'!S .'~roul1ded rcn<.1:i.nr; trQ!1sfer due to reasons 
of Safety. . 

As fer as Aircr'\ft, l'Cf.mO:1;je I .t Ct,:l the helicont er W8 qllite effective, .1S ~rou 
c::Jn see by the l1uITlbr;r of 'flu~'dary Ua.lls initia.ted by the Air Unit nnd n10s t.he number 
dispE,tched to thom b~l Tvldio. 

The Arrest fi"ul'cS for the Squad are about average, even tho they could be better. 

As COlrJnanc:er of 1.he Squad, I feel the Air Units deter the crime. This 1'le cannot 
~ive fiBllrCs. 

If you have any question, 1'lea.:Je con-t.act 'lie. Office 691-1515 or 691-1535. 

~espec·t~ul~r t 

~~,~~~ 
S. T. Burnette, S!3t. 
Heli.corter Squad 






