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THE BUSINESS OF THE UNITED STATES COURTS

Among the many reports issued by the Administrative Office of the United States
Courts this pictorial summary has received the widest attention, possibly due to its brevity
and direct illustration as to the workload, accomplishments, expenditures and staffing com-
ponents of the United States Judiciary. Thus, in this capsule form are provided the more
significant matters observed during the 12 month period ended June 30, 1976.

UNITED STATES COURTS OF APPEALS

New appeals commenced in the eleven courts of appeals increased by 10.5% and
though there was an increase in cases closed (2.7%), the June 30, 1976 pending figure
reached 14,110 or 436 cases per three judge panel. This can be compared to 196 cases per
three judge panel pending prior to the last omnibus judgeship bill of 1968. Thus in nine
years the pending caseload per panei for the courts of appeals increased by 122%.

. 1975 1976 % Change
Cases Filed 16,658 18,408 10.5
Cases Terminated 16,000 16,426 2.7
Cases Pending 12,128 14,110 16.3

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS

CIVIL CASES

The 130,597 civil cases filed in the 12-month period was 11.3% greater than the same
period a year ago. While cases closed increased by 5,392 over last year, the growth in new
filings again provided a record year-end pending caseload of 140,189 or 17.1% more than
the close of last year.

Contributing to the increase in new filings was a 77% rise in Social Security cases.
The majority of these were cases filed by coal miners or their dependents seeking review of
decisions of the Social Security Administration regarding”black lung” disabilities. Such
filings reached 4,908 in 1976, 76% greater than a year ago.

Filings of real property actions brought by the Federal government increased 30.6%.
These included land condemnation cases which though filed at a substantially greater
pace than in previous years tended to reflect a revised method of counting such cases. The
result was that tracts regarded as economic units were filed as cases. In previous years
before the adoption by several districts of the Judicial Conference guidelines for filing such
cases, a single declaration of taking often included numerous tracts as one case.

Civil rights cases increased by 19%. Labor suits filed climbed by 17%; and copyright,
patent and trademark litigation rose by 16%.

Petitions filed by both state and federal prisoners showed 2 modest increase of 2.6%.
State prisoners shared all of the increase since petitions filed by federal prisoners declined
by 5.3% :

Civil litigation which experienced declines were: Motor vehicle personal injury, down
by {1%; and matters filed in regard to alieged violations of Securities, Commodities and
Exchange laws dropped by 7.4%

1975 1976 % Change
Cases Filed 117,320 130,597 11.3
Cases Terminated 104,783 110,175 5.1
Cases Pending 119,767 140,189 17.1




CRIMINAL CASES

Criminal cases filed in the U.S. district courts declined by 5.3% in fiscal year 1976.
This decline can be attributed in part to the implementation of reporting provisions pur-
suant to the Speedy Trial Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-619) approved January 3, 1975. These provi-
sions contained two factors which affect the criminal statistics; the first tends to increase
the statistics and the second has a negative effect on the figures.

The first factor added minor offenses to the recording of criminal cases on the court's
main docket. Such cases though handied almost exclusively by U.S. Magistrates must now
be recorded as part of the criminal docket of the district court. These cases would tend to
raise the count of criminal cases.

The other measure which tends to depress the count of original proceedings filed in
district courts is that superseding indictments or information are no fonger counted as new
cases when the government moves to dismiss the earlier original criminal case. It will take
a couple of years before the full impact of these changes takes effect.

Through a substantial effort by district judges, the number of criminal cases pending
in the district courts declined by 11.8% over June 30, 1975. This was the lowest number of
pending criminal cases recorded since the 17,770 on hand on June 30, 1969,

1975 1976 % Change
Cases Filed* 43,282 41,020 -5.2
Cases Terminated* 43,515 43,675 0.4
Cases Pending 22,411 19,756 ~11.8

*Includes Transfers.

TRIALS COMPLETED

Though the public generally regards a judge on the bench as an indication that the
judicial process is being expedited, students of the courts note that matters handled on
cases in chambers also move cases to final determination. Nevertheless, trials represent a
substantial amount of the work of the court and the past 12-month period has been no
exception,

There were 19,580 civil and criminal trials completed in the 12 month period, up 1.8%
over last year. Civil trials which increased by half a percent have been overshadowed by
the increase of 3.8% in criminal trials. This increase reflects the efforts of the district
courts to try every defendant who requests a trial within the time limits expressed in the
district’s Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure Ruie 50b plans.

Beginning July 1, 1976 these time limits have been recast under the provisions of the
Speedy Trial Act of 1974 into the interim time limits from arrest to arraignment, to indict-
ment and to trial. Except for 1973 when there were 8,571 criminal trials, the 1976 figure of
7,924 is the highestinumber of criminal trials ever recorded.

1975 1976 % Change
Total 19,236 19,580 1.8
Civil 11,603 11,656 0.5
Criminal 7,633 7,924 3.8

JUROR USAGE

The district courts, while maintaining a good record for the utilization of petit jurors,
recorded a slight increase in the national Juror Usage Index (JUI), from 19.32 last year to
19.73 during the most recent 12-month period. This means that approximately 20 jurors

ii

were required for conducting each jury trial day. This year, 592,594 jurors were called and
available for jury service - an incirease of 8.4% over the 546,627 jurors calleq in 1975. Corrfa-
spondingly, the number of jury triai days increased by 6.1%, from 28,293 jury trial days in
1975 to 30,032 days in 1976. _

The collection of data on the use of grand jurors and juries in the district courts began
in 1975 with 1976 being the second full year on which statistics are ayailal?le. The number
of grand jury sessions convened increased by 7.1% from 7,846 sessions in 1975 to 8:404
sessions convened this past year. The number of jurors invelved in these sessions
increased by 7.1% with 167,185 grand jurors serving in this past year as compared to
156,167 jurors in 1975,

Petit Juror Utilization

L1975 _1976 % Change
Juror Usage Index 19.32 19.73 2.1
Percent Selected or
Serving 60.1 60.2 -
Percent Challenged . 16.1 - 15.6 ! -
Percent Not Selected .
. Serving or Challenged 23.8 24.1 -
Grand Jury 1975 1976 % Change
Total Number in Existence
in the 12 Month Period 570 605 6.1
Sessions Convened 7,846 8,404 7.1
Jurors in Session 156,167 167,185 7.1
Hours in Session 41,421 44,765 8.1

FEDERAL PROBATION SERVICE

There was a minor decrease of 1.5% in the number of persons received for s_up_ervisnpn
by the Federal Probation Service during 1976, as criminal filings dgclined and prlmmal dis-
positions remained at the previous year's level. There was a decline of 1.6%in new court
probationers, and a decline in both parolees (down 20.3%) and mandatory relea_ses (down
19.6%) received from federal correctional institutions. Increases of 9.7 percent in persons
placed on probation by the United States magistrates and of 49'.7%. in the number. of per-
sons placed on deferred prosecution helped to offset the decline in court probation and
institutional releases to supervision. o

Persons removed from supervision increased by almost 10%. Howevgr_, this high per-
centage accounted for little change in the number of persons undel_r supervision on Juqe_SO,
1976. Overall, during fiscal year 1976, the Federal Probation Service provuded supervision
to 108,881 persons at some time during the year. With this substantial supervision wor.k-
load the Probation Service also prepared 102,334 investigative reports, 11% more than in
1975. Of these reports. 32,193 were presentence investigations ordered by the court.

1975 1976 % Change
Persons Received* 45,291 14,620 —é.g
Persons Removed* 40,645 44,635 .
Persons Under Supervision on '
June 30 64,261 04,216 . ;
Investigative Reports 91,863 102,334 11,
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BANKRUPTCY CASES

A downturn of 3.1% in new bankruptcy case filirigs reverses a two-year trend and
when comparing the 1974 to 1975 increase of 34.3%, it appears that the peak in bankruptcy
filings has been passed. The strong increase in case closings of 23.3% still did not keep
pace with filings. The result was a 3.3% increase to a new record of pending bankruptcy
cases.

1975 1976 % Change
Cases Filed 254,484 246,549 -3.1
Cases Terminated 192,792 237,793 23.3
Cases Pending 262,283 271,039 3.3

" U.S. MAGISTRATES

The overall duties performed by U.S. magistrates numbered 252,124 in 1976, down
1.2% from 1975. U.S. magistrates rendered more assistance to the district courts in trial
jurisdiction in 1976 than in any previous year. The 90,166 trial matters handled by federal
magistrates increased 6.7% over 1975 and 25.1% over 1972 when comparable statistics
were first collected.

Preliminary proceedings in criminal cases dropped by 16.7% with most of the
decrease accounted for by a drop of 16.4% in bail proceedings which was anticipated by the
decline in criminal filings in the district courts. The 48,616 bail hearings can be compared
to 64,518 such hearings in 1972. The five-year decline amounts to 24.6%.

Additional duties delegated to U.S. magistrates by the district courts under provisions
of 28 U.S.C. §636(b) increased substantially. Contributing to the 16.8% increase in
criminal proceedings handled by U.8. magistrates were 18,694 post-indictment arraign-
ments, which increased 18.5%.

The continuing effort of U.S. magistrates to expedite civil litigation is reflected in the
9.6% increase in such proceedings. A major portion of this increase can be attributed to
the review of discovery and other motions which climbed to 9,583 or 20.7% over 1975.
Prisongr patitions handled by UU.S. magistrates declined to 8,231 compared to 8,464 in
19785, This represents the first decline since 1972.

1975 1976 % Change
Tatal Matters Handled 255,001 252,144 -1.1
Trial Jurisdiction Cases 84,505 90,166 6.7
Preliminary Procecedings in
Criminal Cases 103,326 86,084 ~16.7
Additional bDuties
Criminal 30,464 35,596 16.8
Civil 36,766 40,298 9.6

CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACT

In the 12 months ended June 30, 1976 the average payment to counsel appointed
under provisions of the Criminal Justice Act of 1974 rose to $355 for district courts and $755
for representations in courts of appeals.

A total of 44,992 persons were represented in the district courts during 1976. These
were divided into 29,029 representations by C.J.A. panel attorneys and 15,983 represen-
tations by 22 Federal Public Defender offices and eight Community Defender organi-

iv

zations. In the courts of appeals the representations were respectively, 2,332 and 656.

THE JUDICIAL DOLLAR

During the 12 months ended June 30, 1976, the salaries of judges, their staffs aqd per-
sonnel in the offices of the clerks of court accounted for 33% of the judicial expenditures,
exclusive of the Supreme Court. Nineteen cents of each dollar were required for space and
facilities, including furnishings.

PERSONNEL IN THE UNITED STATES JUDICIARY

This past year there were 11,290 judicial personnel. Nearly half of these were com-
prised of judges, their staffs and personnel in the clerks’ offices. Whereas there was an
actual decline in the number of judges over last year, supporting personnel for the judges
as well as the clerks’ offices increased by 9.1%, well below the workload increase described
elsewhere in this report. . ' . .

U.S. magistrates and their staffs accounted for 6.5% of the judicial person'nel; hank-
ruptcy judges and their staffs represented 11.5% and probation officers and their support-
ing staffs comprised 23.3% of the total personnel.




APPEALS COMIMMENCED AND PENDING

' UNITED STATES COURTS OF APPEALS

FISCAL YEARS 1966-1976 .
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS.

CiVIL CASES COMMENCED

FISCAL YEAR 1976

TOTAL CIVIL CASES: 130,597

STATUTORY ACTIONS -~ 70,372 (53.9%)

MOTOR VEHICLE — 4.6%

STATE PRISONER PETITIONS — 11.5%
g MARINE — 4.0%

FEDERAL PRISONER
PETITIONS — 3.7%

OTHER P

CIVIL RIGHTS — 9.4%

PROPERTY
8,475 (6.5%)

s,
.
-

LABOR LAWS — 5.9% |

N.ARA® ~ 0.1% —X

FORFEITURES
& PENALTIES — 2.0%

SOCIAL SECURITY — 7.9%
ANTI-TRUST — 1.2%

TAX SUITS — 1.4% /
COPYRIGHT, PATENT

AND TRADEMARK — 2.0% ALL
OTHER
OTHER STATUTORY — B.7% .2,016}(1.5%)

*Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Act of 1966, Title 11/,

INJURY - 7.6%

PROPERTY —

TORTS — 25,735 (19.8%)

ERSONAL

PERSONAL

CONTRACT
23,998 (18.4%)




UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS

- PETITIONS FILED BY STATE AND
FEDERAL PRISONERS

FISCAL YEARS 19601975

NUMBER OF
PETITIONS

20,000
18,000 - N X e ———
16.000 % Petitions by State Prisoners

. Petitions by Federal Prisoners L',
14,000 /,L’
12,000 P

-4 ?\ elo A

& = =

10,000 O~ =

R &/ ==—=—=\VinBEAS CORPUS

» P —
\So‘iefl ~ i
8,000 -1 Q%I =
» L =
W\l =
y = ==
ll — ,I ™
6,000 I:’ = CIVIL RIGHTS
- —— OTHER ==
> ,l ,Jf o "ence
= 7o vacate &7
e — N\o{\of_‘s :
i T e Corpus and others
0 s ‘ ' TR *Civil Rights
1 T 1 T ) )

T Y T T T = T T— T
FY 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974

*Civil Rights* prior to 1966 are included in “'Other Prisoner Petitions”,

1976




UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS

CRIMINAL CASES COMMENCED*

AND PENDING

FISCAL YEARS 19671976

CASES

ASES COMMENCED

}

CASES PENDING

1976 1976

A Y

A Y

1.
™~
. [22]
-

SN ¢

SOOI &

FY 19

50,000 -

40,000 —

30,000 S
20,000 -
10,000 -

*Includes transfers.




UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS .

CRIMINAL CASES COMMENCED
BY OFFENSE’

FISCAL YEAR 1976

TOTAL CRIMINAL CASES: 39,147

8.6%
HOMICIDE, ROBBERY,
ASSAULT & BURGLARY ‘

\\\\ \\

3.7%
*ESCAPE |

7.3%
WEAPONS & 14.6%
FIREARMS EMBEZZLEMENT
& FRAUD
SELECTIVE :
SERVICE 0.3% =
0.5%- LIQUOR
53%  X¢
IMMIGRATION 3.7% »
AUTO THEFT

5.2%

\‘_\“.-’
MARIHUANA » 10.1%
8.4% 2.29% FORGERY &
NARCOTICS CONTROLLED COUNTERFEITING

SUBSTANCES
15.8% DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION AND CONTROL ACT
‘E*Escape from custody, aiding or abetting an escape, failure to appear in court and bail jumping.
%y‘é‘lnc/udes all offenses reported filed in the federal district courts in accordance with reporting changes necessitated by the
| implementation of provisions of the Speedy Trial Act of 1974 (P.L, 93-619, approved January 3, 1975).

:;Al/ figures exclude transfers,
1

|
E

X




UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS

DUTIES PERFORMED BY
UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE

FISCAL YEAR 1976

Total (all matters) = 252,144 (100%)

S

ADDITIONAL
DUTIES

75,894 (30.1%) Other (3.4%)

\

Post-Indictment Arraignments (7.4%)

\

Motions (6.9%)~___

Pretrial Conferences

(9.1%) ™~

Prisoner
Petitions (3.3%

)\

Other (3.5%)

Warrants (11.3%)

Bail Proceedings {19.3%)

PRE-COMMITMENT CRIMINAL MATTERS: 86,084 (34.1%)

Minor Offenses

Qer than Petty)

TRIAL
JURISDICT{ON

90,166 (35.8%)

{4.6%)
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% UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS
|

""ADDITIONAL DUTIES'' PERFORMED

FISCAL YEARS 19721976

CIVIL I

BY U.S. MAGISTRATES UNDER 28 U.S.C. 636(b)

OTHER
S

SOCIAL
SECURITY
AND MASTER

PRISONER

PETITIONS

TR

| 10,0004

| 40,000
TG CRIMINAL
| 35,000
. 30,0004
S
! — o
; = E
| 25,000~ ===
| = =
8 ~ ITL
120,000 =
— i
15,000

PRETRIA

CONFER-

ENCES

MOTIONS

75

76



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS -

PERSONS UNDER SUPERVISION OF
THE FEDERAL PROBATION SERVICE
ON JUNE 30 BY TYPE OF SUPERVISION

Thousands FISCAL YEARS 19651976
70 -

304 .

COURT PROBATION

204

i 10~

MAGISTRATE
PROBATION"

} DEFERRED PROSECUTION

R B
: e

FY 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1070 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976

} COMMISSIONER OR

* The Federal Magistrates Act came into full effect as of July 1, 1971.

** Includes Military Parole and Special Parole




UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS -

TYPE OF SUPERVISION FOR PERSONS

RECEIVED BY THE FEDERAL PROBATION SERVICE
Thousands (EXCLUSI\'E OF TRANSFERS)

40‘1 FISCAL YEARS 19651976

35

30+

25

204 -

COURT

'PROBATION
15 o - ;

10

COMMISSIONER

PROBAT!ON'

e

; | :numnuumnluull[llll"”mlmm‘”"ﬂ DEFERRED

; 0 LTl O _ PROSECUTION
: FY 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976

* The Federal Magistrates Act came into full effect as of July 1, 1971,
** Includes Military Parole and Special Parole.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS

%N%E%E%@AY‘ME REPORTS

EISCAL YEAR 1976

.y

i

FOTAL INVES FIOATIVE REPORTS: 1 02,354

PAROLE REVOCATION 1/
CAROLE SUPERVIBION = 1267 ¥

P

e PRESENTENCE
" 2147

FURLOUGH SWORK
RELEASE - 3.1
W 4

SPECIAL
HAY

pRERELEASE Lt
SN

. A LIMITED
VIOLATION & G PRESENTENCE
wan 7 220

COLLATERAL
1420

POSTSENTENCE
0.7%

PRELIMINARY
1.6



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS -

BANKRUPTCY CASES COMMENCED

BUSINESS AND NONBUSINESS (INCL. CHAPTER Xitt)

FISCAL YEARS 1965—1976

>
N
S
<
=
A
g
=2
3
Q

THOUSANDS

2 ) ])AA; ; : h 8 )UUIDMIHMIHIHHINIMIMISSISss
A ANAIIIIHIRIRIHHH HHHTHHjbistsss

} NONBUSINESS BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER X111

260 —
240
220

1972 1973 1974 1975 1976

1971

1968 1969 1970

FY 1965 1966 1867




UNITED STATES

PERCENT

601

504

401

30

20 1

1972
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COURTS OF APPEALS .

PETIT JUROR USAGE

FISCAL YEARS 1972 — 1976

P
.
Z

1973 1974 1975 1976 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976
SELECTED OR CHALLENGED
SERVING
13 '

Y

1972 1973 1974 1975 1976

NOT SELECTED, SERVING,
OR CHALLENGED




CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACT

e T e

FISCAL YEARS 1971--1977

AVERAGE PAYMENTS TO PRIVATE PANEL COUNSEL. {Excluding D.C. Court of Appeals
and the Superior Court for the District of Columbia)

i $3% .
800 R
i District Courts
?_ §~ Courts of Appeals
i 700
t
1
1 600
f 500 L
400
300 /
200
100 7 :
|
% ) -
2
1971 1972 1977*

*Estimated

14



3,500 -

3.000

2,500 -

2000 7

1,600

1,000

500

CRIMINAL JUSTICE. ACT

UNITED STATES COURTS OF APPEALS

Number of persons represented in fiscal years 1971 through 1977

Persons represented by private panel attorneys ™

' o Persons represented by Federal Public
‘ or Community defenders *

%

1971 1972 1973 1974 1976*" 1977***

*Community Defender organization at San Diego, California, which had opersted an a fee basis is included
with private panel attorneys through FY 1976 and community defenders in FY 1977.

**Persons represented by private panel attorneys estimated based upon actual data through 6/30/1976.
**XEstimated,
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UNITED STATES COURTS -

THE JUDICIAL DOLLAR

OBLIGATIONS (NCURRED* — FISCAL YEAR 1976
. SPECIAL COURTS - 2¢

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE AND

FEDERAL JUDICIAL CENTER - SALARIES OF JUDGES - 8.8¢
4,5¢
SALARIES AND \
EXPENSES OF _

BANKRUPTCY
JUDGES - 8¢

SALARIES AND
EXPENSES OF

U.S. MAGISTRATES
3¢

SPACE AND
il _ FACILITIES
Igg/(/}\//‘;:sfr—‘é & fincl. furniture
~ . g,
DEFENDER anc; ;térn/sh/ngs)
QRGANI-

ZATIONS -5.9¢

FEES OF —
JURORS - 6¢

TRAVEL AND
MISCELLANEQUS
EXPENSES - 6.3¢

SALARIES OF SUPPORTING
PERSONNEL - 24.2¢

SALARIES OF
PROBATION OFFICERS -
AND STAFF - 12.3¢

*Exclusive of the Supreme Court
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UNITED STATES COURTS .

, | | < -: PERSONNEL IN THE U.S. JUDICIARY

PO Gy

FISCAL YEAR 1976

TOTAL PERSONNEL: 11,290

Federal Public Defenders and Staff 229 (2.0%)

Special Courts Staff 225 {2.0%)

. Administrative Office and Federal
.S. 7 .5Y
U.S. Magistrates and Staff 735 (6\5/:) \/ludicial Center 510 (4,5%)

Qther Court Personnet

502 {4.4%
Bankruptcy Judges and (4.4%)

Staff 1,294 (1 1.5%)\

_~Judges 660 (5.8%)

i Judges' Staff”
' | Probation 71,948 (17.3%)
é Officers
and Staff

2,630 {23.3%)

i
Clerks' Offices 2,657 (22.6%)

*Secretaries, Law Clerks, and Criess

|
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