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September 29, 1976 

2ln 21et 
'£0 amenu till' OUlllihlh CrilllP ('ontrol aud Hufl' Htrl'ets Act of I06", a~ HlIll'uded, 

to l'ro"idl' hl'lIl'fits to sl1ni,",,!''' of ('PI'tain llllhli(' safpty nf!i(,prs who dip In the 
Ilf'rforIllHn('1' of duty, 

lip it {'/I({1'I1'11 Ily lilt -"Pllalp I//ld flO/INC' of /(('pJ'f'Nl'nlal,iI'l'8 of the 
['niter! Stt7t(,~ of .11111'1';('1[ ill ('OJlgl'e88 1188nn"7('11, That thlS Act lllay 
be citpd as the "Puhlic ~afpty orncPI'" BpJ1l'fits Act of 1976", 

~E(" 2, Titl!' I of till' OmnIbus Crim(' ('ontl'O] and Safp, Strl'l'ts Act 
of HHiR, as aJlll'IHl('(l, is lUUl'lHll'd by aeMing at the ('nd thereof the 
following n('\\' part: 

"P,\HT ,J.-Pl'B)'lf' ~,\FE'IT OFFH'EHS' Dr:,\TII B~:XEFITS 

"1',\ Y;'fEXTS 

Public Safety 
Officers I 
Benefits A ,t 
of 1976. 
42 USC 3701 
note. 
42 USC 3701 
~~. 

"SEC, ,OJ. (a) In nny ('U:;P in which tIll' ~\'rllllinistratioll determines, 42 USC 3796. 
uncll'J' I'Pgulatiol1s iS~lH'(] p!ll'suant to this part. that a public safpty 
ollieer has dil'llllS the !lil'l'l't and proximatl' result of a personal injury 
Sl1staiM(\ in the Jinr of (]uty. tlll~ .\tllllinistration shall pay a benefit 
of $3(),OOO as fllllows: 

"( 1) if tllPrr is 110 s11lTiyil1g- rhild of such officer, to the sur­
viving spOll:-;e of such om<,l'I'; 

"(~) if ther\' is a smviving I'hild or children and a surviving 
SPOllS(" ollP·lltllf to tIl<' Sl1l'\'i"illg child or rhilclrrl1 of such officer 
in pqual ~ha/'l's antI ollP-half to thr s1ll'\';\'ing spollse; 

"(:3} if thl'l'l' h: 110 :-;lll'"h'ing :;pOllsr, to rhe child or childrrll of 
:-;uc\t Offil'l'l' in eqnaJ :;harf's; or 

., (4) if none of tilt' abo\'p, to the dl'pt'ndent parent or parents 
of s!lch ofTicrr in ('(Illnl sharrs. 

"(h) ,\'hplll'\'(,l'thl' .\(bllini"tratioll (lpt(,J'lllinl's, upon a showing- of Interim 
11('('(\ ant] pl'ior to taking fillnl adioll, that (lIP dl'ath of a public :;afdy payment. 
(~flicl'r i:-; OlH' with l'('~pp('t to which a hpll('fit will probably bl' paid. tlll' 
A(hllilli~tl'l1ti()1l lIlay IllakP all il1t(,l'iltl hpllPfit paylllpnt not I'x('(lPlling 
$:3.0nn to tlIP 1)(>I'~Oll (,Iltitlpd to j'('('('il'l' a hpllPfit 111Hlpr slIhspction (a) 
of thi" ,,{'!'lion, 

"(c) TIl(' alllOllllt of Ull intl'l'illl paYllll'llt 1Ill!\l'l' sl11JsPl'tioll (b) of 
thb spetioll :-;liallllP dp(\llctpc] frOJll tlIP UIllOl111t of allY Hllal bi'nl'fit paid 
to :->lIcl1 IWrl'Oll, 

.. (]) 'YhpI'P OIPI'!' is lIO filla\ IWllt'IH pail], tIll' l'peipi<'llt of nlly 
intt'l'inl pa'yllll'llt llnlit'1' !-'llh",'etioll (ll) of thi:; liN'lion shall \)(> Iinblt, 
for 1'ppayllH'nt of such aJllount. 'I'llI' .\cllllini~tratio!l lllay wain· all or 
part of such 1'PpaYIIJPllt. con;..itlpJ'iul-:' fill' thi:; pnl'pOSP tht' h!ll'lhillip 
\\'hich wonld l'Psult froll1 "nell rqwYlIl<'!lt, 

"( p) The bl'lll'fit Jltlyablp llmlpl' this part ~halll)(' ill additioll to allY 
otllPr bl'l\Qfit that 1,IllV lw !lUI' fl'Ol1l any ot l\t' I' ~(}11l'('l', hut :-;hall b,' 
l'1'(lut'r{1 by-' . 

"(i) paYllH'lIti' authorizp<1 by S('('tiOll Sln of title 5, rnited 
States ('odt'; 
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"(2) paYIlH'nts authorized by spction 12 (k) of the .\.et of 
September 1, 1916, as amended (D.C. CodE', sec. 4-531 (1) ). 

"( f) No benefit paid under this part shall be subject to E'xel'ution 
or attachment. 

"LD[ITATIONS 

"SEC. to2. Xo opnefit shall be paid UlHlp!, this part-
"\ 1) if tht· dpath was caused by tIll' intentional mi<'cOIHlul't of 

the public safety officpr or by "uch ollicP!"s intention to bring- about 
his death; 

"( 2) if voluntary intoxication of tIll' publie "a fpty offil'pr was 
the proximate eau"e of \;ucll ollil'l'!"s dpath; or 

"(3) to any pprson who woul<l othprwisl' bl' l'ntitlp(1 to a 1ll'Ill'tit 
uIldeI' this part if sueh person's actions Wl'I'(> a sub"tantial l'Oll­

tributing fa('tm- to tltl' dl'uth of till' public ~afl'ty officPl'. 

"DF..FINITIONS 

"SEC. iO:t As IISPtl in thi~ pal't-
"(I) 'chil(I' 1lH'!lns uny natural, illl·gitimatp. ndoptl·(l. or 1'0o.;t­

humous ehild or ~tl'pl'hiltl of a (h'cl'a~('(l PUblic ~afl'ty OffiCl'!" who. 
at thl' timl' of the public safl'tv officpr's dpath, is-

,. (_\.) pig-ht('(·n yl'ar~ of agp or un(ll'r; 
"(B) ov(,r l'ightpPIl years of agp and a ~tudl'llt a~ ,j,·tillPd 

ill ~('.('tiOIl k101 of titlp 5, Gnitpd Stutes Codp: or 
"(C) ove1' l'ighh'pn YPflrS of age and ineapahle of "elf, 

:upport bpcmlse of phy"ieal or mPlltal di;:ability: 
"(2) 'liPPPIHI('ut' lllPlll1~ a I)('r~oll who wa~ ~lIb:"talltially l'l'liant 

for support upon th(' income of till' deceased public safl·tv offi('Pl'; 
"( 3) 'fireman' indudes a per"on sl'rving as an officialiv reco<'­

~lizl'd or dl'signated H1l'mber of a legally organiz~ll volUlltN'r fi;l~ 
departn1l'llt; 

"(4) 'intoxication' Illl'an" a lhstllrbanl'l' of Illpntal or phv,..i('al 
f!teuItil''' 1'I'suiting froll! tIl(' introlllll'tion of aicoltol. drug;;. or 
otlH'r ~llbstallel'''' into tlH' hody ; 

"(5) 'law enfOreNIll'nt offi('('l" lIlpnn~ a ppr:,oll invoh'p,l In ,'rim!' 
and jllvpuilp ut'lin(}uenl'Y l'ontrol or rpdul'tion. or puffln'PUll'ut of 
thl' criminal law!'. This inell\(lps. but io.; lIot Iilllitl·tl to, polit'p, 
('orrpdions. pI'oh'ltion, parole. anll judicial orncrr,,: 

"( 6) 'public agPlll'Y' !lIPans any Statr of tIll' rnih'd :-;tatpl", 
thl' Distrid of Columbia, tlIP ('Ollllllouwpalth of PUPI'to Hil'O. and 
any t('r1'itory or po",;:p;:sion of tIll' t'nitl'(l Statl's, or any ullit of 
local gOVPl'nlllPnt, combination of ~1It'h Statl's. or units. or anv 
cll'pa1'tnlPllt, ag('lH'Y. or instrlllllPntality of any of till' fOl'Pgoini: 
and 

"('7) 'p1l1;::(' safpty officpr' 11Il'an~ II ppI'son H'r\-ing a 1'1Ihli(' 
agpnry in an offiCIal caIlI1<'ity. with or without l'()lllP(,Il~lIti()n. ll;: 

ala W l'nfor('PllH'nt OlliCl'!' or as a firl'lllull. 

".\ll;\UXII'THATJVE PROVISIONS 

"SEC. i().J.. (a) The .\.dminist ration is aut horizpd to l'stnhIislJ such 
rulp~, regulations, awl prot't'dUl'l'S as may be necessary to {'any out the 
purpm:l('s of this part. S1Iell ruh's, rpguli~tiollS, and l;ro(,pdu1'es will be 
dl'termitultiyl' of conflict of laws isslH's arising- uudpl' this part. Rules, 
rpgulatinl1s. lind pl'OCl'<iurpli issued undl'r thi" part may irwIudp, ],p,!Ula­
tians governing the rec'ognitioll of agl'nts or other persons rpprps('~tirl'" 
t'laimants under this part before tll(' .\.dministrntion. The Admini; 
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tration may prl'se'l'ibp thl' maximum fees which Illay ht' chargpd fol' 
s('I'\"icps p('rfol'ml'd in ('olllH'etion with unv daim \lIJ(l,·I' thi" part heiol'P 
the .\.rlministratioll, and an~' agrpl'lllrnt in ,"iolation of >'w'h mIt'S alHi 
I'Pgulations shall be ,"oi(L 

"(b) In making (il'tl'l'lllinations ullti('1' ~ection j(l!, th(' .\.dlllinistra­
tion Illay utiliz(> :mell a(hninistratirt' and ill\'l'~tigatiyp assj"taIH'(' ll"; 

may Ill' 'antilabl(, from Statr and loral agpn('ip>" Hl'spon;;ibility for 
making final dptpl'lIIillation,; ,;hall 1'(':4 with tl1<' .\dmini;;tratj(lIi.", 

SEC. :t ~l',·tioll .i~() of thp ()lIlllihll~ Crinw Control alld Safp :-;tl'l'Pt,.; 
Ad of IHfiS. n,.; lllllI'IHil'd. is lllJlPIl<ipd bv acilling at thl' Plld tllPl'l'of till' 
followmg- Ill'W ~llh,.;p<'l ion,: ., 

"(,) Then· al'p lll'thol'izell to Ill' app1'o{ll'iatl'd in \'lH'h fiscal YP:lI' 
;;uc11 ;;lItl1S as lIlay 1)(' IlP('c",,,ary to ('any out tiL- I'lIl'pO":PS of p:ll't .1. ... 

SEC. ,I-. Thl' authority to makl' payrnpIlt!' lln<iPl' pllrt .T I)f tliP Omni­
bus Crillll' Control nlHl Sa fp :-;tl'('('b· .\.d of l!IfiX (:1" nddp(l hv ,",p(,tion 
:! of this .\d) ~hall Ill' I'tl'pr'ti,'p only to thp PxtPllt providl:d f!Jl' in 
advan('p hy appl'opriation .\('t~. 

SEC . .i. If thE' pl'Ovi"iollS of allY part of this .\.,·t :11'1' found iI\vali(l. 
tlIP provisions of thp otllPl' pnl'h ;uHi tllPil' appli"atioll to "tlH'r Pl'I'SOl1!" 
or cir('lllllstall!'ps "hall not Ill' atfpctpd tbpl'phv. 

~E('. Ii. Thl' alll(>lldIlH'lIt~ mad" b\' t hi,.; .\.('t 6hall I ,,,('OlliE' l·t['pdiyp un,l 
apply to dl'aths fH'(,llITing frolll illjlll'i('s >illstaill('d OJ! or aft"l' til(' datt· 
o! enactrnl'llt of thi" .\d. 
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"(2) paYIlH'nts authorized by spction 12 (k) of the .\.et of 
September 1, 1916, as amended (D.C. CodE', sec. 4-531 (1) ). 

"( f) No benefit paid under this part shall be subject to E'xel'ution 
or attachment. 

"LD[ITATIONS 

"SEC. to2. Xo opnefit shall be paid UlHlp!, this part-
"\ 1) if tht· dpath was caused by tIll' intentional mi<'cOIHlul't of 

the public safety officpr or by "uch ollicP!"s intention to bring- about 
his death; 

"( 2) if voluntary intoxication of tIll' publie "a fpty offil'pr was 
the proximate eau"e of \;ucll ollil'l'!"s dpath; or 

"(3) to any pprson who woul<l othprwisl' bl' l'ntitlp(1 to a 1ll'Ill'tit 
uIldeI' this part if sueh person's actions Wl'I'(> a sub"tantial l'Oll­

tributing fa('tm- to tltl' dl'uth of till' public ~afl'ty officPl'. 

"DF..FINITIONS 

"SEC. iO:t As IISPtl in thi~ pal't-
"(I) 'chil(I' 1lH'!lns uny natural, illl·gitimatp. ndoptl·(l. or 1'0o.;t­

humous ehild or ~tl'pl'hiltl of a (h'cl'a~('(l PUblic ~afl'ty OffiCl'!" who. 
at thl' timl' of the public safl'tv officpr's dpath, is-

,. (_\.) pig-ht('(·n yl'ar~ of agp or un(ll'r; 
"(B) ov(,r l'ightpPIl years of agp and a ~tudl'llt a~ ,j,·tillPd 

ill ~('.('tiOIl k101 of titlp 5, Gnitpd Stutes Codp: or 
"(C) ove1' l'ighh'pn YPflrS of age and ineapahle of "elf, 

:upport bpcmlse of phy"ieal or mPlltal di;:ability: 
"(2) 'liPPPIHI('ut' lllPlll1~ a I)('r~oll who wa~ ~lIb:"talltially l'l'liant 

for support upon th(' income of till' deceased public safl·tv offi('Pl'; 
"( 3) 'fireman' indudes a per"on sl'rving as an officialiv reco<'­

~lizl'd or dl'signated H1l'mber of a legally organiz~ll volUlltN'r fi;l~ 
departn1l'llt; 

"(4) 'intoxication' Illl'an" a lhstllrbanl'l' of Illpntal or phv,..i('al 
f!teuItil''' 1'I'suiting froll! tIl(' introlllll'tion of aicoltol. drug;;. or 
otlH'r ~llbstallel'''' into tlH' hody ; 

"(5) 'law enfOreNIll'nt offi('('l" lIlpnn~ a ppr:,oll invoh'p,l In ,'rim!' 
and jllvpuilp ut'lin(}uenl'Y l'ontrol or rpdul'tion. or puffln'PUll'ut of 
thl' criminal law!'. This inell\(lps. but io.; lIot Iilllitl·tl to, polit'p, 
('orrpdions. pI'oh'ltion, parole. anll judicial orncrr,,: 

"( 6) 'public agPlll'Y' !lIPans any Statr of tIll' rnih'd :-;tatpl", 
thl' Distrid of Columbia, tlIP ('Ollllllouwpalth of PUPI'to Hil'O. and 
any t('r1'itory or po",;:p;:sion of tIll' t'nitl'(l Statl's, or any ullit of 
local gOVPl'nlllPnt, combination of ~1It'h Statl's. or units. or anv 
cll'pa1'tnlPllt, ag('lH'Y. or instrlllllPntality of any of till' fOl'Pgoini: 
and 

"('7) 'p1l1;::(' safpty officpr' 11Il'an~ II ppI'son H'r\-ing a 1'1Ihli(' 
agpnry in an offiCIal caIlI1<'ity. with or without l'()lllP(,Il~lIti()n. ll;: 

ala W l'nfor('PllH'nt OlliCl'!' or as a firl'lllull. 

".\ll;\UXII'THATJVE PROVISIONS 

"SEC. i().J.. (a) The .\.dminist ration is aut horizpd to l'stnhIislJ such 
rulp~, regulations, awl prot't'dUl'l'S as may be necessary to {'any out the 
purpm:l('s of this part. S1Iell ruh's, rpguli~tiollS, and l;ro(,pdu1'es will be 
dl'termitultiyl' of conflict of laws isslH's arising- uudpl' this part. Rules, 
rpgulatinl1s. lind pl'OCl'<iurpli issued undl'r thi" part may irwIudp, ],p,!Ula­
tians governing the rec'ognitioll of agl'nts or other persons rpprps('~tirl'" 
t'laimants under this part before tll(' .\.dministrntion. The Admini; 
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tration may prl'se'l'ibp thl' maximum fees which Illay ht' chargpd fol' 
s('I'\"icps p('rfol'ml'd in ('olllH'etion with unv daim \lIJ(l,·I' thi" part heiol'P 
the .\.rlministratioll, and an~' agrpl'lllrnt in ,"iolation of >'w'h mIt'S alHi 
I'Pgulations shall be ,"oi(L 

"(b) In making (il'tl'l'lllinations ullti('1' ~ection j(l!, th(' .\.dlllinistra­
tion Illay utiliz(> :mell a(hninistratirt' and ill\'l'~tigatiyp assj"taIH'(' ll"; 

may Ill' 'antilabl(, from Statr and loral agpn('ip>" Hl'spon;;ibility for 
making final dptpl'lIIillation,; ,;hall 1'(':4 with tl1<' .\dmini;;tratj(lIi.", 

SEC. :t ~l',·tioll .i~() of thp ()lIlllihll~ Crinw Control alld Safp :-;tl'l'Pt,.; 
Ad of IHfiS. n,.; lllllI'IHil'd. is lllJlPIl<ipd bv acilling at thl' Plld tllPl'l'of till' 
followmg- Ill'W ~llh,.;p<'l ion,: ., 

"(,) Then· al'p lll'thol'izell to Ill' app1'o{ll'iatl'd in \'lH'h fiscal YP:lI' 
;;uc11 ;;lItl1S as lIlay 1)(' IlP('c",,,ary to ('any out tiL- I'lIl'pO":PS of p:ll't .1. ... 

SEC. ,I-. Thl' authority to makl' payrnpIlt!' lln<iPl' pllrt .T I)f tliP Omni­
bus Crillll' Control nlHl Sa fp :-;tl'('('b· .\.d of l!IfiX (:1" nddp(l hv ,",p(,tion 
:! of this .\d) ~hall Ill' I'tl'pr'ti,'p only to thp PxtPllt providl:d f!Jl' in 
advan('p hy appl'opriation .\('t~. 

SEC . .i. If thE' pl'Ovi"iollS of allY part of this .\.,·t :11'1' found iI\vali(l. 
tlIP provisions of thp otllPl' pnl'h ;uHi tllPil' appli"atioll to "tlH'r Pl'I'SOl1!" 
or cir('lllllstall!'ps "hall not Ill' atfpctpd tbpl'phv. 

~E('. Ii. Thl' alll(>lldIlH'lIt~ mad" b\' t hi,.; .\.('t 6hall I ,,,('OlliE' l·t['pdiyp un,l 
apply to dl'aths fH'(,llITing frolll illjlll'i('s >illstaill('d OJ! or aft"l' til(' datt· 
o! enactrnl'llt of thi" .\d. 
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