
.' .... , 

TIm ELDJm,LY AS VICTIMS OF' CHIME: A STUDY . ' 

OF cnniE AGAINST TIiE ELDERLY IN 

AN URBAN ENVIRONUENT 

SIMON I. SINGER 

A 'rHESIS SUBMITI'ED m PARTIAL FULFILU!ENT OF THE 

REQU IREMEN'l'S FOR 'l'HE DEGnEE OF 

MAS'rErt or.' SCIEHCE 

IN ... 

CRIMINAL J1JSl'ICE 

DEC 31q7R 

NORTHEASTERN UlHVERSI'ry 

1974 

If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.



., ... " 

. . 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

I wish to acknowledge Denn Rosenblatt, the College of Criminal 

Justice, and the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration for pro-

viding the financial as well as the educa·tional S\~PpOl"t for this 

study. 

Also, I acknowledge the assigtance of. Mr. Carl C1;lnl1il1(.{hulll of 

the Midwest Research Institute for generously providing the Insti-

tutels data, and Mr. George Sunderland of the American Association 

of Retired Persons fol' provj.din.r~ valuabl@ bibliographical info"l11at:i.oll. 

Finally, I gratefully acknowledge Profe~sor Stephen Schufer and 

Professor Joseph Senna for their support and suggestions ,in reviewing 

the study from its conception. It is through their inspiration and 

gu:l.dance that this study has been produced. 

:,e . ' Hi 

" 



I' , 

;. 

' ... 

SUHHARY 

The purpose of this paper is to explore "the elderly 

as victims of' crime and to r;enerate a theoretical perspective 

for understanding their victimizationo The paper attempts 

to revie'\o; the elderly victim as he appears in the 80cial 

enviroTl..ment of our timeo It stresses the need fol' a ne\'l 
" 

social a\'Jareness of the crime pJ:'oblem as it' per~Gains to 

the plight of the elclerly in O1IT society <> In smu'7 the paper 

revie\vs the types of criiile~ commit:ted against the elderly; 

the offender \'1110 commits them? \'lhy the el11erly are selected 

as victims" and the consequenoes or. the:b:- victim:Lzativn .. 

As a result of research findings? 'the study 

conclud.es that the elderly's victimization mayor may not 

increase in comparison to other age groups because of 

various factors ... These factors suggest a general hypot;hesis 

on onvironmental? economic y :physioal~ and psychological 

Vlllnerabili'cy" Similarly'J suggestions are' ma(le fo:e reducing 

the elderly's vulnerability and thus minimizing the effect 

of crime .. 
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CHAPTER I 

THE THEOIU,'''rICAL PERSPEC1'IVE 

In criminological' 11ter,turc the thepretical framework for discuss~ 

ing the elderly as victims of crime has nlready been partially provided. 

OVer twenty-five years ago von Hehtig, in his book The Criminnl and His 

Vi i d " h d f " ~ct m, suggeste thn t because t e age section' 0 the population is 

increasing "crime will be directed against it with new vigor and in new 

,,1 
forms. Benjamin Mendelsohnr who was probablY the first to evolve the 

" il . 
C0l1CCpt of victimology, noted that there were certain I'biopsychosoc;l.al" 

factors on the part of the victim which led to hi!:1 or her criminftl vic .. 
I 2 i.:imization. MendeJ.!'lohn first pubHshed hil') obse::vation of these fnc-

tors in'a study on rape in 1910. Henri Ellenberger :1.11 1954 devoloped 
, 

a psychoanalytic approach to the victirn··offender J.'i;:;l~t-luil::'llJ.!J. J:.:1t't:m-

tinIly EllenberGer affirmed the assumption that c()rtain individuals are 

" . prone to criminal vtctimization because of thoir psychological and bio-

I' ,,3 1 
logical constitution. ,Consequently, what he las developed is a 

typology which, nceol'ding to Stephen S~haf(''.ll·, resuUs in "biological 

qu~litles thai: indicate a rno!'?: or less lasting vulnerability to crime ,11
1 

Despi te the ettrly 'work of Mendelsohn t von Hentig I Ellonbcl'ger, and 

a few others, it seems that criminology, until recently, has basically 

ignored the victim of crime. Instead it has concontratcd its resources 

almost exclusively on the criminal offonder, with little attention 

towards understanding the v::l.ctim of the criminal act. ' However, :I.t has 

been Sll~(~0Stcd that 0110 ought to know and study the victim of crime 

1 
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in ordor to facilitato the reduction of crime. According to Schafor,the 

study of the victim and their social situation might lead to the follow-

ing posi tivo roSH lts: 

It might incl,"enge the 'defense of those who cannot compen
sate for their woaknoss through their own efforts; it might 
elucidate and explain charactorist~.cs of v lctimi?:at ion i it 
might 0valui~tc victim risks and accommodate cr110e control 
and 90c1.o.1 defenso t;o them. 5 

Similul'ly I the Prosident I s Commission on Law Enforcement nnd Administra-

t10n of Justico restated in 1967 the idea ~i turning to the victims RR 

well as offenders fOl~ a better undorsta~1ding of the crime:; problem: 

If we knew more about the characteristics IJf both 
offenders and victims, the nature of thoir relationship, 
and tho circumstances that crca te a high probability of 
crimin8:t conduct I it seems lil;:ely that crime prevention 
and control prog'rams could be mado much nlore effective. 6 

Clearly, criminology is in need of finding out whether there are cor-. 

tain factors tho.t invite crim:l.nal victimization. rt is in need OJ: IUlI.:nv-

ing if ~hoGe ft'LCtors are limited to the social f physical t and psycl1o-

logical characteristics of the individual, and whether they aid or 

hJ.nder the ind1 vidual's criminal victimization. \'iithout such ImowJ.edg(~ 

there can be no understanding of the victim-offender relationship-----

and, consequently, criminology would just be limited to tho prevention, 

contI'ol and troa tmOl1 t of the crimino.l offender. Whu t is suggested, 

thel7cfore I :I.s a In'oadening of criminologlcal thought to include the 

slcrnificanco of C).'ime against certatl1 persons which make up segments 

of our .society. 

Yot it mi~lt be aSSUMed that there is no need to 'study the elderly 

since they have always had characteristics in any .case which in.creased 

~heir victi.miza.tion. However, tho older per$ol1' s wcalmess and 

'" ; , 
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vulnerabil ity has taken on 11 different perspect:l.ve ~ since the elderly IS 

social environment is in a process of changeo It is the consequence of 

their chanp;ing social~nvirop.ment, as well ~'J.s the increasing effect of 

the 
the crime problem, that calls for a new approach to~elderly as n general 

class of victims. An approach seo·ms to be desirable that is quite di:C-

fct'ent from what cr.:l.minology has assumed in. the past. 

" 
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CHAPTER II 

WHO ARE THE ELDERLY 

In view of the fact that there is no clear definition u~ to when 

ol1e bocomes all elderly 'person, it is important to 0:Kplnin various 

processos that occur to Pond 1.n the aging' person. These processes 

basicnlly involve the complex subject of gerontology, which is 

comprlsed of the study of "describing and understanding older man." l 

Howover I it is not the e)Cclusivc purpose of this study t'o beome 

involved with the intricate network of issues of gercmtology. Rather 

it is the purpose to understand the elderly as Ii clnss of victims 

." If 2,.,.. with certain biopsychosocial ch~racteristics. By appro~hing 
3 .... 

these characteristics one cnn bett,er percel vo of tllo aging pel'SOll 

in our ~;ociety. 

The most obvious .is probably the biolog:l.cal process that occurs 

to the incltvidun.l in old age. Suporficb.lly· it may il1volve wrinkles 

. on the 51dn t graying of the hair, a.nd n certain SlOWD<:"SS of movem(ll1 t. 

However tits scope is much broader than what is physj,cally observable. 

It deeply involveS a deteriorutive process in whiGh the body decreases .. 
its vitnlity in reproducing ossential cells thai make up the body's 

internnl systom of organs. Thus a b:f.olo~icnl process of decay occurs 

ill which the body ages interl:"lally as well as externally. Furthermore t 

this aging 1'1'0(:055 decl,'oases the body's ability to withstand disease i 

thoroforo, it becomes more vulnerable to doath .. 3 

4 
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Accot<ding to hiologiRts the pl;'ocess of "biological aginrr is called 

,,4 senescance, which manif\3sts itself with an incrense in. disease, injury, 

und death. It not on~y cau8CS aging in term~ of skini bones,' and museu-

10.1' strength, but also in terms of the human body 1 s nervous system, The 

process further' cttUses hardening pi blood vessels which creates circu-

latory problems. As a result of thiS, there is a reduction ill the menn.s 

by which psychomotor impulses travel through the brain. Consequently, 

there are fJsychological changes which occur as a resuLt of senescence. 5 

Moreover, th~se changes may develop unevenly in that an individual may 

find himself with all of. the physica.l as well a.s psycholog:i.cal charac-

teristics of old age at the age ~f forty. 

Accordingly, the psychological process decreases as the age of the 

individual increases. It oftei. involves a decreased efficiency in the 

person's sight and hearing ability. This also further affects other 

segments of the indiyidual's psychological functions; such as his or 

" 
her drives, motives, emotions, and attitudos. G However, it must be 

noted that in terms of adequate social functioning m6st people do not 

find themselves physically or psychologically disabled until thei~ late 
) 

7 seventies.. 

As the psychological process is connected to the biological process, 

so is the sociological process that occurs to the individUal in old 

age. This procesQ is most notably illustrated in Elaine Cumming and 

Wil.liam B. Henry's theory on disengagcmcnt. 8 Essentially the theory 

suggests that as the individual withdraws from society, society 

retreats from the older person, consequently disengagement occurs: 
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In our theory, aging is nn inevitable mutual withdrawal 
or disengagement, rosulting in decreased interaction 
between the aging person nnd others in the social systems 
he belongs to. The process tnay be initiated by tho indi
vidual or by othm;s in tho situution. The aging person may 
withdraVl more markedly from some classes of people while 
remaining re1ativoly close to others. His withdrawal may 
be accompanj.od from the outset by an increased prooccupa
tion with himself i certain. insti tutiOllS in society may make 
this withdrawal easy for him. When the <ll;lng process is 
complete, the equilibrium which existed in middle life 
between the individual :.'ind his society h~J.s given way to a 
new equilibr;!.um charactel'ized by a greater distance and an 
altel'ed type of relationshtp.9 

The theory is validated by social structural evldence p which shows 

a d.ecline in the social interaction of the oldor :lndividual.10 Also 

statistical evidence is fUrther used to validate the assumption that 

thera is disengagement in the attitudas of the elderly individual as 

well. 11 
111 SUInt What is presented is a number of .3.SSumpt1.ons that 

explain the basis 01. t:n~ 80cl.U.L pW.:1iulil~uUII of ag:l.11g in our socioty. 

Th.e disengagement theory is particularly significant to 811 urban, 

industrial society in view of certain social factors, for example the 

indi vidual's role t income, and environment. These factors are impol'·· 

tant in understanding the plight of the elderly in OUll society. 

First, the inc1:l.vidual' s role may be ch~Hlged once he reaches the 

chronological age of sixty-five. At this point in time the aging 

illclividual is usuully asked to chnnge hin occupa.tiol'lal role into the 

1'010 of a ",:etircd person ."12 For.' the individual. it represents a 

SOCially forced und, at the same timo, socially approved unemployment. 

AC.C01'ding to social gcrentolog:i.st Robert Atchley I "retirement mal'ks 

the end of! whn t is ~el1ernlly thOUl~ht to bo a close ro1u tionship between 

the kind of work n)') l.nd i vldlH'l.J. dl?(:!!'1 nnd the kind of 1 ifo style and 

livolihood he enjoys. ,,13 

---'------' . 
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As a consequence of ,:/1t\nging roles, there is 11 drumatj.c gap botween 

the income of the working and retirement years. According to the United 

States Senate's Special Committee on Aging, "many of tho aged poor 

became poor after roaching old age because of the cut in income bl'ought 

by ret:l.rement from the labor 1:orco.1I14 Furthermore I the inadequacy of 

retirement incott1e is aggravated by increases in the costs of those 

goods e.nd services on which olde: persons depend on for the:i.r survival. 

Eir;hty-e:le;l1t l'<:I,'c~mt of the currGnt expondtturos of older persons con-

siats of food, cloth:l.ng, hous:l.ng, transportation, and medical care. 

W:Lth th.o pl"lces of these basic Gssentials incl'eastng at inflationary 

f' 
rates, the elderly person's purchasing power is docreasing becl:mse of 

his fixcd income. The fn.ct that three out of ten persons 65 and over 

were 1:1. ving in poverty dramatizes the inadcql\a~y t,f the eldcrJ.~T' s 

lR 
J..llt';UJlI\;l • 

• rust'l:\S the '~Gtiremen.t concept ;'5 typical to an industl'ialJ.ZC;1c 

society) so too is the social environment which surrounds the aging 

indi.vidual. BaSically industrialism has resulted in ur.banization. 

and a groat deal of physical mobility. 'fhis consequently has caused 

the \Veal{fn~ illg of tl:'actitional tics with tho family. No 10n(,')1' doo~ 

the family or the local community feel the social re sponsi bili ty for 

the plight of tho elderly citizen. Rathel' it does become the respon si'" 

b1lity of the government to care for the elderly through val'ious 

bureaucratic outlets; such ns, sod.al security, medicare and public 

. housing. 

r . 

- I 
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To further exemplify the process of t ... gil1g :i.n the American society, 

lot us consider two case histories: The cases of Mr. K and Mr. S; both 

are elderl,y cittzons, nnd both n're quite typical of thoir social 

environment. Mr. Ie represents a rural, agrarian environment, while 

Mr. S represents IUl. urban, industrialized' environment. 

Hr. K lives with his wife and married children on n small farm in 

upstn te Ifew York. Al tllOugh Mr. K does not do n~ much physical la,bol' 

as he used to, he has taken a different role in helping run the small 

farm he started. He now does much of tho bookkeeping as well as some 

light physical chores. His sons arc actively involved with tho daily 

task of tho farming operation. Olle of his married ·sons shares the same 

house with him and his wife. Mr. Ie does not feel discng~,ged; if any·-

thing, he feels more engaged with lHe and his farr.ily because of his 

senior stntus", Also he feels secu;t'e in. liV'lng in the same house for 

the lnst stxty years. As fIll.' as the'))l'oblems of .crilll~, accordj.ng to 

,Mr. It, '~i::haVs something that city folk worry nbout • ." 

Less than ninety minutes away Mr. ~ lives in the Oouth Bronx of Hew 

Y01"j;; CHy. Tho neighbol',hc:od' s changed quite n bit and l\as become some-

" 

what dangerous in the ·last ten years. ML'. S has boen retirod f):'om' his 

paot employment f01" the last twelve years. He has been living in tho .. 
Bronx 1'01.' over fOl·ty years. Whon hj.9 family f.irst moved in, ~;t was 

the idenl place to live for f.lon\eon~ on a moderately low .income. The 

npartmemt,s Wero and are f.itill rent controll(~df and consequently his 

Inonthly l'ont hus :3tayo'd about the sume. Mr. S wor:d.es about crimo. 

'".' 
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Although he has not yet been victimized, he nnd his wife have heard nnd 

Imow of fl'iends and neighbors who have been robbed and assaulted. Mr. S 

has n son who has asked them to move. However, Mr. S feels that he can-

not afford the rents which are three times what he is pay'ing now. Also, 

he does not wan t to be nn ndded ·financial 'burden to his son who is 

struggling to SUppOl"t a Inrgo family on a very modorate income in New 

Jersey. And beside~, Mr. S cannot bear to leave ~he neighborhood that 

he and his wife know so well. 

:·'}.ir. S has the social characteristics of the average older person who 

.. tS f according to social gerenotologist Marvin Koller, clustered in 

blighted areas of 'center' cities t " unable or unwilling to make a 

.. 16 change. It is Mr. S that 1:h:l.8 study is concerned with and not 

Mr. K, because the crime problelll for }.ir. S has a very special and 

different effect. It is an effo6t that ~erpetuates what some may 

consider to be a socially miser~blo concli tion .17 

" 

. . 
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CHAPTER III 

THE HEED FOR A NEW' SOCIAJ..I AWARENESS 

.- In considering the elderly as victims of crime, there is an 

essential need for a new social awareness. As mentioned before, 

the goverllmcn1; has increasingl.y assumed responsibility fOl' the 

elderly citizen in today's urb~n, industrialized society. Their 

attempts to meet thts responsibility through various government 

services have resulted in public housing fur the poor. Since older 

persons are disproportionately po~arty stricken, in comparison to 

their younge),' counterparts, they are more affected by the construc-

tion of low--and high l,':!,ge public housing ~ 

Yet tho prob10ms of public housing have caused their tenants 

to UI:!t;UIlH" HlUre voco.l about the:l.l." needs. f.nd sta.tistical evidence 

supports thl,d.)' cl:d.ms that they are more likely to be the victims 

of crime than those U.ving ::tn higher tacoma categories. 

Consider the testimony of Mrs. Thelma Peters before the Sub

committee on HOUS:l.llg for the Elderly. Mrs. Petcl·s ig a resident 

of Dostonls Columbia ~olnt Housing Project, which is a federally 

funded project, wlth appro:ximat(~ly300 apartments for the elderly. 

10 

\ . 



11 

Many seniors li'1e tn seven-story buildings and aro 
a ttackcd while wa11:i11(:; for the eleva tors, or on mnny 
occasions, they nre followed, nnd they are held up, 
and they are assRulted before reaching their floors •••• 
If the elevators are not working, then there are two 
sots of stairways. to climb, with doors both back and 
front on each landing, making tt possible for anyone 
to jump them at any point: along the way .• :1'here are 
not mnny visitors becauso cars have been stolen, or 
vandalized, and people have been grubbed in the hall
ways, when some of the soniors go to visit their rela
tives. Otherscommunicate by telephone. There have 
also been occasions when families have moved relatives 
out of the project whether they wanted to go or not •••• 
Contrary to the thinking of those people who are the 
d~cision-makers r all seniol.~ citizens do not prefer 
living in housing constructed solely for them. l 

Furthermore, consider the following hypothetical example which illus-

tl'ates tho daily effect of crtme oh the lives of the elderly in today's 

public housing project: 

It I S 6 0 I clock on n. win,ter evening. A 70 year-old~ 
woman named Mary is a ~enant in a building also occu
pied by family tenants. She has had dinner at n fl.'iendls 
and comes to her building. 

Thero are no outf;ide Itghts beca.use they have been 
stoned by vandals. Mary could trip on something 1.n the 
dark. Tonight she is lucky and gets into the unlit 
hallway safely. Because it is winter, the only light 
is the thin line at 'the base of neighbors' doors. She 
gets to the elevatol' but it has been vandalized. Now 
she must start the five-story climb up the totally 
darkened stairwell. The climb is painful enough during 
tho day, whcn she can at least see where she is going. 
At night, Mary is filled with the constant fear of 
assailants. 

This night she is attacked. A l2-year-old boy, hooked 
on heroin t i5 desperate .fo1' money. He grabs her purse. 
She lungs for him, misses and falls down three stairs to 
the landing. breaking her arm. 

Neighbors hearing her crying come out to help her. 
They cannot take her to the clinic at the development. 
They have closed by now because it is too dnl)gerOl.~s to 
~ave_staff work past 5 p.m.' She is taken to a hospital 
and tlie broken arm is set and put in a cast. Decause 
of hc~ age, it mnx be 9 or 10 months before she has use 
of her nrm again. 2 
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This example perhaps characterizes th~ failure df mnny programs 

to bring a lasting benefit to their recipients. Further, it reflects 

the incorrect assumption that improved housing, in itself t can bring 

about lasting relief from the problems of poverty. Yet the social 

planners havo not been able to bulldoze alcoholism, addiction, htgh 

rates of illegitimacy, unemployment, broken homes, crime and delin-

quency. What has occurred is the creation of modern 20th century 

slums, which too fl'equently become the worst "dumping grounds" for the 

"have nots" of society,3 

Thus some residents of public housing have assumed that the govern-
. 

ment has an obligation to assure their safety, since the government has 

created their ~oCial environment. 4 Similarly, an increase in government 

responsibility for the protection of all its' citi:wns is a growing need 

with today's increasing crime problem. 

Yet, society may not judge the elderly to be victims of crime. It 

may instead perce:l.ve of the elderly pe.rson as socially disfunctional j and 

consequently, according to the generai views of the larger society, there 

is a .need to care about their victimization. Accordtng to Richard 

Qt!inney f lithe victim is a social construction •••• Why we conceive of 

some persons as victims and others not as victims is a consequence of 

,,5 
our commonsense assumptions, In the sa.me respect the reader mayor 

mny not consider the elde~ly to be victims of crime, because his 

morality. does not peJ:'ceive of any sort of special significance for the 

~ 
aging :l,n our society. It is suggested, howevc3l.', that one ought to';.b.fb-

beyond tociay's perception of crime to the broader social issues, 

J 

;. 
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because vj.ctimizo.ti(ll1 is not l1mHod to just the consequonces of the 

criminal act. It is believed, the criminal act has a broader effect 

on th1.s generation and future generations to come. And, that .the 

elderly have u special role in today's society and future, societies 

to come. It is this role that must be protected. 

},toreover I' the importn11ce of our conception of the nn tu.re nnd 

extent of crime must go beyond the general attractiveness of the 

victim. Society, as already mentioned, d"J.sengages the aging indi

vidual because his net worth is no longel" needed. In the same respect 

the criminal justice system may disengage the elderly pt;;H'Son as a vic

tim of crime. In othel' word s 1 the' elderly oi tizen is often not appre

ciated as a Victim, since his importance ~.s limited. 'rhis can be 

exemplif:l.ed by un interesting emph'ical experiment t done by DC\vid Landy 

and Eliot ArOlH,;On, on nie Influence of the Character of the Criminal 

,and His Victim on the Dec:l.sions of Sl.mulated ,rurors. The author's 

~tatistical data showed that jurors would sentence the criminal 

offender to an aV0ra~e of 10.55 years imprisonment where the victim 

was attractive. When the victilil was unattractive, on the other hand. 

the ·offender would receive an average sentence of 8.48 yeaI's.6 

ClearlYr what is shown by this importaJ1t study is that society con

siders the consequ.ences of the criminal act based on the attractive

ness of the vtctim. The same argumoll,t is further made 1.n that society 

does not consider its elderly as victimsbecuuBe thoy represent the 

unattrac~ive and the unneeded elements of today's industrialized 

environment. 



CHAPrEil IV 

CRIMES COMMITTED AGAINST THE ELDERLY 

To merely conunent and categorize the types of crimes commited 

against the eld'erly would be to ignore essential characteristics on 

the part of the elderly victim. Since crimes are events that happen 

to people in varying social condition~.thore sooms to be a need to 

1m ow these condition~ as well as tho general characteristics of the 

victim. In other words. it is not enough simply to state that the 

elderly aI'S victimized by a certain number of crimes, it is, perhaps, 

mo1'6 important to look at the crimes as they rolato to the victim. 

As with other age groups, tho elderly can be Ldentified accord-

ing to a llumi)er of variables; such as sex, race, illcome, and age. 

r!'h~c:'" "I"""' qhles are important in order to portray an accurate sta .... 

tistical profile of the elderly victim. By knowing the elderly vic-

tim, one can better understand the extent and nature of the indlvld-

uul's criminal victimization. 

I !!1C El~el.·ly Victim in I{ansas City I MJ.SSDuri 

In a study presently being conducted on crimes agrdnst the elderly 

in Kaftsns City, Missouri, the principal investigator, Carl Cunningham, 

has researched and analyzed over 1,831 elderly victi~s of scrious 

crimcs as repol"ted to official police records. The study began in 

June of 1972 at the Midwest Research Institute in Kansas City, Missouri, 

.c " ~ " ior tho purpose of roducing the effcct ox crimes against the aging. 

l.4. 
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It :I.El supported by the Administration on Aging, Social and Rehabilita·· 

tion Service under grant number 93-p-7519017-02. The study utilized 

the age of 60 as the bottom limit for.defining the elderly vic'Um. 

The following illustrates the basic characteristics of the elderly 

victim in the Kansas City area: 

!!:le Age of the Victim 

As figm'e 1 shows. the agE.; groups of the elderly victim is most 

notably concentrated in the 60=64 year category. The median age of 

nIl those persons victimized was G8.8 years. For black victims it 

was 6G. 3 yeal"S, as opposed to white victims with. a mediall age of 68.3 

years. BaSically, this reflects' decrease in victimization as the 

. . 2 
disabilities of old ago sets In. 

The Race of the Victim 

Figure 2 illustrates the race of the elderly victim. In the area 

where the samplo was tah:en t the 1970 cenSi~S showed the popula,tion for 

t.hose ovel,' age 60 to b~ 84 percent white: 15 percent black t and 1 

percent other. races. Clearly the fact that 22 percent were black 

victims is significantly higher than the proporti~n of black persons 

over 60 in the population at large. 

Other characteristics in f:l.gure· 2 show that there were more white' 

females victimized than black females. As far uS whether the victim 

lived alonp, had serious physical handicaps, or lived in an apartment 

Illude little difference in comparing black a11d whit~ victims • The 

higher percentage of Blacks being vict~nized, those that had incomes 

below $3,000 •• reflects thG fact that Dlaclcs ure genel'e.lly poorer 

than Whitos in the snmp~e area. 

Y' 

~; r 
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ELDERLY VICTIMS OF SERIOUS CRIMES 
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*Cunninghn.m, Reducing the E:f:Eect of Crirnc$ Against the A~in7., (~ansas City, 1lissouri: 
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Tho Income of the Victim 

In figur, 3 a closel' exnm1.nntion of the income of those cldcl'ly 

victims surveyed reveals that they genorally have an annual income of 

lOSfj thftn $3, 000. i and. that, thoso who have the lea st 1.ncome are the 

most UJwly to be victimized. In fact the data illustrates that one 

out of every five black victims of a serious crime had an income of 

less thnn $1,000. a year. I f we consider blacle and white victims 

togother, 17 percent had incomes of less than $3,000. 3 

A G~neral Profile of the Victim 

A aellornl p1'ofi,le of the olderly vlctim illustrates the following 

charnctol'ist:l.cs: . . 
1. Nearly 6fi percent of those persons who wero victimized have 

beon living in their present neighborhood for 10 years or morc. 

2. A bout 20 percent of those elderly pei:'son~ RUrVflVEld hl'l("\ !'l.(>ln,", 

,sort of physical disability that restricts activity. 

3. Forty-two percent of the victims depend primarily on social 

secur.ity for their income. Another 27 percent dertve the:J.r income 

from SOlnt:} form of employment, full or part time. 

4. About 13 pel'cent of the victims were physically injured in some 

1 way as a direct r~sult of crime committed against them. 

Tablo 1 illustrates 0. breakdown of the typos of crimos committed 

against the elclel~ly vict:l.m in Kansas City. l3ul'glary artd Robbery are 

listed ns tho two most frequent crime.s that f1re commHted against the 

aging vict:!.lI1. 

.0/ 
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TADLE 1 

BREAKDOWN BY TYPES OF OFFm{SE 01<' 1,831 CRIMES AGAINST 
THE ELDERLY IN KANSAS CITY, MI880URI* 

Numher 

Durgln},'y 1,024 

Robbery 450 

Larceny 256 

Assault 45 

Fraud 42 

Rape 5 

Homicide 4 

Other 5 

Total 1,831 

Percent 

55.9 

24.6 

13.9 

2.5 

2.3 

0.3. 

0.2 

0.3 

100.0 

*Carl CUi')ll ingha.m, R.:.:«l~:c l::;:; -:::~::. ~~::::: t ~:!: Cl':l.rne 9 ar;u ins t the Af{:f.ny., 
Midwest Hescarch Irwtituto, Adrnintstl'ation on Aging and Social 

. Heha-btU. ta tion, Y.n terim 1101'ort, 1974, unpubl ished • 

In comparison to other ago groups, Cunningham notos the following: 

In Kansas City, olderly persons living in tho higher 
crime ureas of the city were victimized in 197a by bur
glary and robbery at a rate that was frequently three to 
four times that of the rate of victimization of the same 
crime fOl' tho younger population of tho city at large. 5 

Crimes Committed ogains£ the Elderlx 
. }l1.Hou~;ton, 'l'exas6 

In June of lW/2 n victimlzation survey Was conducted of the aged in 

the HOllston, Texas nl'ea. 'I'he study was conducted by Haymond FOl'ston 

and Jnm~s Kitchens, Professors 1n Sociology at North Texas State 

University. In the study the aging was defined as those pe~sons 65 

yea:t's n,nd ovel.'. The 5Ul"Vsy consisted of intel'views with 856 pel'sons 

of which 538 were eldcl'l~'. 
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Before proceeding it must be noted- that the Texas survey uses data 

from a victim survey, which is based on a personal interview, using the 

interviewee I S reports of having been criminally vi.ctimized. This is 

important since most people do not always repol't their v'ictimiza tion. 

It might have special sign:lficanc.e for the -elderly because they may I 

wi th age, be mOl'C alienated and frust11ated with reporting their crimi-

nal victimization. Similarly they may be less likely ~o report their 

victimization because of a greater fear of retaliation thnn their 

ym.mger counterparts. Consequently! the Texas study fills an impor-

tat1t gap by utilizing the victim'-survey method for studying the elderly 

7 as V:!.ctilllS. 

'1'he findings of the study allows a compEll:'ison of certain cr:!.mes 

between those under 65 years of age and thoso 65 years of age and 

older. 'l'he elderly as Table 2 illustrates al,e not over-victimized 

in comparison to their yotm{~el' counterparts. But for certain crimes'~'" 

robbery t swilldling t purse sna tehing, and hom.iciden·-they are OVCl.'-

victimized. 

The eldm.'ly's victim profile further illustrates the nature of 

their victtmization. BJ.acl~s are more victimized than White and 

Mcxican Americans. For each of the separate crimes t Blacks lead ~.n 

victimlzation for robbery, b\ll"'glary I swinclling t assault and murder j 

Whites al'C highest for theft ttnd pursc ... snatching victimizati.on; and 

Mexican All1ericans have tho highest victimization rate for auto theft • 

-. 
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TABLE 2 

CRIMINAL VICTIMIZATION OI" 'l'HE AGED IN THE HOUSTON 
MODEL NEIGHBOHHOOD AREA 

lfllder 65 

All Crimes 41.7 

Robbery 4.7 

Burglary 13.8 

Auto Theft 4.7 

Theft 10.0 

Swincll ing 2.2 

Purse Snatching 1.3 

Assault 3.5 

Rape 2.5 

Murder .03 

65 and over 

29.8 

5.6 

7.9 

3.0 

4.9 

3.8 

3.2 

1.3 

0.0 

.08 

Furthermore .Tn ble 3 reveals tha. t aged women are more often crimi-' 

nally victtllli:wd than elder).y men for all crimes qombined and for bur-

glarly and swindling. Th is is not because the"'e A.1'e generally :l1,lore 

elderly wOlllen, ginC0 the authors have selected theh- sample evenly 

bet~een males and females. 

In sum, it can be concluded that in the Houston area the elderly 

are not cOl1lp~lrativelyover~victimi2:ecl fOl' all crimes. However, for 

sorlle cr::I.mes they arc more Ipwly to be the victims than their younger 

coullterpal:ts. It must be stressed, however, that the data presented 

can be gepernliz~d only to the Houston area. 
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TABLE 3 

VICTIMIU'rION OF AGED BY SEX IN HOUSTON 
MODEL NEIGH130HHOOD AREA 

___ ~ _________ • ___ ......:.A::..!g:?.:·c:..;d:.:....:.l.:.::la::;l:.;e:::;~s:::..· _______ ....:A:.:.g!:!.e,d Females 

All Crimes 26.0 32.0 

Robbery 5.1 3.7 

Durglary 8.1 8.9 

Auto Theft 4.3 1.3 

Theft 5.1 4..7 

Swindling 2.1 5.1 

Purse Sn.atching 5.7 

Assnult 1.3 

Rape 0.0 

Murder 0,0 1.3 

The Elderi~ in,florth Ca~olinR 
M ' 

., In 'l~oi'th Cai~olil1a a: vlctiinizationstudy was recently completed :that 
, " . . .. ~ .. }, - ' . ., . :. 

included those persons over the age of 65. It shows .ttint the elde~ly . . 
aloe less lilcely to be victimized than their younger countcrpart~ < Also 

they nrc less likely to suffer multiple victimization. The results 

were found to be sj.gnifican,t at the .001 lc;vel. '1'he sample used \'18,S 

based on 1,115 randomly selected l'enpcndent s •8 (See 'l'able 4) , 
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TABLE 4 

VICTIMIZATION I3Y AGE IN NORTH CAROLINA 

Under 26 26-30 31-'15 <1.6··65 
(N=139) (N=126) (N:::336) (N=368) 

30.2 34.1 40.8 54.9 

28.8 31.7 25.9 29.3 

41.0 34.1 33.3 15.8 

Over 65 
(N=154) 

(,66.9) 

19.5 

13.6 ___________________________________ m_. __________________ __ 

Tho Eldc~!y in a I3oston Housing Project 

Totals 

46.9 

27.2 

A study conducted by Deborah Blumin on u South Boston Housing Projoct 

showed that the elderly were generally the least to be' victimized in com~ 

partson to other age groups. Furthermore, the elderlyts multiple victim-

9 P,,2S 
ization was lower than other age gl"OUpS. (See Table 5) h1ultipl(~ vic..-

timization refers to the total number of. crimes C(;lhIU~~~J uti,uiw"L. I.:u"= 

person. 

The Elder.,ly.' s_ V:l.c_timlzation in. Three 'fypes 
of Housing in the I3os!~ Al'<;.§.:. 

A l'eceiltly conducted survey of the elderly 1.1). throe types of h.ousing 

in the Boston.area resulted in the following table: 

Total No. 
of C::dmes -

o 

l .. 

2 

'l'ABLE 6 

ELDEIUN'S VIGTIMlZA'I'ION BY TYPI~ OF 
RESIDENCE IN PERCEN'rAGEs. 

Elderly Family Area Non 
Pro;i e~ _____ P_. !_'o-,-,,~i c_c_' t_. _______ p_t_"o.."J, os!. 

79.6 45.1 69.8 

12.1 • 20.3 

4.0 

'25.2 

15.3 

4.5 2.9" ~ 0.8 

~,'~----------------------------.------------------------------------------
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TABLE 5 
~ 

NUMBER AND PERCENT OF VICTIMIZATIONS BY AGE WITHIN CRIME CATEGORIES 
IN A BOSTON HOUSIKG PROJECT* 

All Crimes 

19-39'/40-59' 60 or 
I Older 

75 
40% 

36 
19% 

9 
5% 

68 
36% 

188 
100% 

59 
32% 

30 
16% 

23 
12% 

73 
39% 

• 185 

99% 

\J3) 
32 

18%( 
12 

7% 

41 t 
\ 

23% I 

179 
101% 

WEIGH~rnD SAMPLE = 598 

I Crimes 
t against the Person 
\ 

)
1 19-39 40-59 60 or 
,I ' Old,}r 

173 
87% 

13, 
7% 

6 
3% 

8 
4% 

200 
101% 

166 1\166 
84% 9010' 

19 
10% 

1 
1% 

12 
6% 

198 
101% 

1~ 

~% 

... . 
:.% 

;j' 

3% 

185 
100% 

Crimes not 
against the Person 

19-39 

113 
55% 

38 
19% 

26 
13% 

27 
13% 

204 
100% 

40-59 60 or 
Older 

123 .152 
63% - 81% 

23 
12% 

13 
'7% 

37 
19% 

196 
101% 

21 
11% 

2 
1% 

12 
6% 

187 
99% 

Property Damagel 
Destruction 

19-39 

115 
59% 

,31· " 
16% . 

Q 
- "' 

5% 

41· 
21% 

196 
101:% 

40-59 

92 
49% 

31 
17% 

15 
870 

49 
26% 

187 
100% 

60 or 
Older 

117 
65% 

25 
14% 

9 
5% 

30 
17% 

181 
101%' 

*B1umin, Deborah, Victims: A Study of erme in a Boston Housing Project (Boston: Mayor's Sate 
street P_ct Advisory Connnittee,. 1973). (unpublished) 
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Tho goneral conclusion is that those older persons living in fnmily 

projects nre more aff~cted by crime than those living in exclusively 

olderly housing projocts t or aren non-p1.1blic housing. The reason for 

this can be summarized as n consoquenc,e of increased exposure to 

delinquency in the family project. 

~El.dGrly' s Victimi7:ation Hutio,nally 

'Finally, Table 7 illustrates a national victimizlition survey con-

ducted by Philip Ennis for the President r s Commission on Law Enfol."cc-

mont and Administratj.ol1 of Justice. Again the elderly are shown to be 

tl 1 t j ti ' d t' 1 b :i 10 'le GBS v ,C' m1ze on a nm 10na as.s. 

TABLE 7 

NATIONAL CRIME rJ .. TES PER 100,000 
POP'lJI1~TION BY SEX AND AGE 

-_ .. -- ~-- ...... ----
'_ 

Crimes lO~19 20-29 30-39 10-49 50-59 60+ 

Males --- . 
Part I 951 5,924 6,231 5,150 4.,231 3,'165 

Part II 1,656 10,408 11,172, 10,565 '7,979 4,343 

Females 

Part I 334 2,424 1,514 1,908 1,192 1,052 

Part II 1,,4.60 4.,540 4,152 3,396 2,102 

In conclusion, this chapter has attempted to illustrate the crimes 

committed against the elderly by introducing data from various studie~. 

The data, in total, suggests that the elderly'are not ovor-victimized 

in comparison to other age groups. A c10801' look at victimization. ' 
1.: \ • 

howevor, has revealed that the older person is moro liltcly to be vic-

tilllized for c~rtain crimes thBn the younger. person in an urban environmon t • 
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Yet it has not been the exclusive purpose to simply show the signifl-

cance or insignificance of crimes against older persons. Rather, tho 

data has been utilized to illustrate and introduce the reader to the 

varying characteristics of the victim, the types of crimes thnt are 

cOllunitted, and the elderly t s comparatlve victimization with other age 

groups. In the remaining chapters the dita will be further utilized, 

in addition to other statistical eVidence, to illustrate the elderly's 

victimization. 

. . 
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CHAPTER V 

WHO IS TIlE OFFENDER? 

The most distressing aspect to crime against the elderly is tho fact 

that it is the young who are victimizing the old. It i~ tho adolescent 

male who finds the elderly person a suitable victim for his delinquent 

behavior. Perhaps the juvenile delinquent seeks the easiest possible 

victim because he is so unprofessional. Certainly it is the elderly 

that has nIl the characteristics for an easy "m.ark." 
", 

In the Kansas City study, statistics show over.half of all the sus-

pects, in the 1,831 cases studied. were Imown or estimated to have bec11 

still in their teens. Another 24 percent of the suspects were in theil.· 

twenties, In sum, 77 percent wore under 30 years of age. l (See figure 1) 
• 

The statistics for youthful offendors that commit crimes against the 

. elderly are higher than the national average percentage for crimes com-

mitted against all agc groups. According to the Uniform Crime Reports, 

35.4 percent were under 18 years of age for cities with ~ population of 

2,500 or more persons.2 Thus, a comparison of the Kansas City offonder 

profile with the national offender profile leads to a different picture 

as to who commits crimes against the elderly. Clearly there is somo .... 

thing very significant about th~ Kansas City data, since such a high 

p,,·opol·tion of crimes are committed by the adolescent •. 

Again if we look at the Kansas City ~ata in figure l~ burglars seem 

to be younger than robbers. Robbory may require more courage and pre-

pal'ation, which can reflect an older and more professional cl'imtnal. 

28 
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However, some of that prepnration may be reflected in purse snatching, 

Which consists of 68 percent of the larceny figures shown. In part, 

'1ihi:; is fUrther confirmed by the Uniform"Crime Reports which indicate 

• that young people arc generally 1nv01 vod in vandaU.sm, burglary, and 

larceny i versus violent crimes against the person. 3 Also, it is the 

older offender who is mOl'e IH~olY'to become involved with crimes of 

fraud against the elderly. 

TABLE 1 

CITY ARRESTS BY AGE, 1972* 

........ 
Offense Charged A.ges A.ges 18 Total under 18 and over -----

Total 1,526,201 4,430,106 5,956,307 
Percent 25.6 74. ·1 100. 

.. ,._... . ("! -,~.I " .. _ Ho • 60,601 193,708 254,309 v J.V.l...,-;u \.. V..L ..... HV 

Percent 23.8 '16.2 100. 

Property Crime No. 4.85,661 462,051 947,712 
P<;n·cent 51.2 . 48.G 100. 

.-------------------. 
*Vniform Crime Reports i.er the Uni~edStates.1 1972 (Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Washington, 1973, p. 135. 

To illustrato, it 1s the typical young offender who is more 

inclined to work with fr:i."mds or in gangs. In general he travels on, 

foot to comMit his offensc, which means that he is likely to operate 

in or around his neighborhood. Usually the ctccision to commi.t the 

m'iminal ~ct Was dono on the slmr of the moment. "1 'm just wallcing 

dOlvn the' street and a couple of frionds say, lIey do you wunt to break 

i I :I -c I • t 114 into n house w th us, say OK .k its n good hi. Usually he is 

pot despernte for money! and probably not vcry experl.enccd. His 

. ir'lc},poricH1cc makes the 0J,d'crly person his :ldenl victim. 
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Clearly, to the adolescent,the act of victimizing the elderly 

represents an easy "marl{.11 In I3oston' s family public housing project, 

where many elderly persons are located, the juvenile delinquerlt does 

not have to travel too far to commit his .criminal offens9. This is 

confirmed, in part, by Schafer when he notes the Significance of the 

radius between the criminal and his victim: "When spatial factors 

are considered in connection with the relationship of the victim to 

his criminal, victtm-ris}/;;s are indicated ".3 

"-. 

As fa1~ (lS the l'ace of the offender involved with crimes against 

the elderly, figure 2 reveals that in the Kansas City area the 

offenders were predominantly Blac·k. 6 It must also be noted that the 

victims were also predominantly I3lack. Furthermore, it is :I.mportant 

to note that this chart repl'esent s the percentage breakdown by racial 

categories of Imovrt1 susl)Bcts. In the lnajori ty of burglary cases, 

thore were no suspectsdeveJ.opcd at all. Consequently the statistical 

profile of the offender's race does not present a startling effect of 

the crime problem, because the assumption that Blacks are likely to 

victimi~e other D).acks is confirm0d here:' 

Yet besides the race of the offender involved with crimes against 

the elderly, thore is something very significant about the numbor of 

offenders tha.t arc in their teens. This rclationsh:l.p has caused one 

Boston Honsinp;: Authol'i ty Policeman to observe that 90 percent 0): the 

crimes he has and invc a I: 1(;80 ted "commtttcd by kids. 
,,8 

sooll are . 
In short, what seoms to be conf:lrmed here is that most crimoD 

~' 

against the eldex-ly a11 e committed by I:h(') youthful. of'felicler. 'I'he 

typical. crime m:J.ght involvo a youth snn.tch:i.ng tho purse of an 

, " 

" 

,r~ ;n,';~~ ~~ 
--- ---- -----



~i",~,,;" ,~, .. .:..:;:. ' ... ":..~...::;. ~,,-r;;~'1';;;'\'"';,AA.~~ • 

.0-
C 
(J) 
<J 
l-

e> 
0.. 

C'l 
C'j 

-

, ..... 1"." 

iOl 
80~ 

60 

40 

20 

" ~ '~'-.t' <" .. 
""". ~.~ ". " 
"': "_ • .,:. < , 

'": .' r,~ __ .".~_. "-:", "'.""';'V"~"· Vi' C:cY'" ;f" 'i-h"~ 

..... _---_.- --_._----_ .... --.-. 

79.7 
',' ... ..... ", ... ........ 

..... ~" ~ . ~', 
..... -.. ~» 

RACE OF OFfENDERS 
(KANSAS CITY, MISSODRI)* 

88.2 
" *'"_ ... .... 
"'>::~ ., 
" . 

. ~~}~ 

83. 1 

f~::~l 
. ~"'l 
..::~:~~~ '1 

~' .. "'~". ." I :~ ',>~~, . 
. . ', ".' 66." t·, "'.'.; 1 
::,:~, ~ ;'. "1' " I;<~~{ ,. , j I . ". I'· .. •· ' " ',' 'j 

,,~ ~ 1 ,';~':,:, :<: ... ( :~:~.~~: ",' . ~. , , . I, , .. ' 
". 

........ ~. "" .,". .," -.... ~ .. >.: '<,~~~ 

~ ~ ~ 10 
"':~" :,::..y. -:":'> I''':,: "-
.;~;" ~,"'. ...',',,:-.< .~'''''' .. - l.'~ .... ':. 
',~,'" ':\"" , '. '. '.' . t"" .' ",,"',," :", "'~ "",~ . ,:, . .....:. 

l :.~::~:::· ':>~ ~. ·::~''''I ;.~~'.: 
...... .. .. " . ... ~ , ......... , '. '., 1 ,', ','. ,'.:<. L·.~, .. 

.... ". ... • "'. .. • ~ " l ~ ........ . 

[ '. ""'] .,;...... : .. ' I?O 1 f"· ..... · l .. ~ ... ~ ~::'~. . ~::~~~~ : ~~>·l ~, - , :~~::~ . 
. '" ... , ''-,:,. .. '.... t. "" 

:~ .. ~.:.: .... <........ I~~'~ ... -.; ~"~~'+~·1 ':. ~.<. ~: .~:::' 1><::: . [~<:> 
1.:·,x,17 3 ",d ,3.',~ 1"""'1 ',' ,,' .. ' "'1 . ," -.. ", 11. ,.., ." .,'" '.,.... f""" . " 

'. '-. ~ " .. ............ '"'" ' .. ,_ .. -...... ... ~, " -:- • 'V I,. ";'" I·>.,' .:. 9 7 " ....... J (,,',:"',"' 

r .' "j .... ~~ .. ~>~ .. : 
t··:····" . Bleck 

D White 

t\illJW Unkno\'v:1 

I· ... ,. I ·· ... -....:·i .:...". i "" n ~>,'.,,,: -'.-"".'" • ~, .... 'I . r:,,·.:i . .. ' .... '.,. """"'n .... ',.,: / .. " ..... '~:'~~~ t 3 . 0 >~, >"? •. ',~,. 4. 6· .,.'~'~ , ' .' ... "",.. .. ,,'" ...... . ,,~ ... ,.>.:- 1~.1 /. .... : .......... r. ..... 2.6 
O 

L .... ,.. ......... " ',' ;.......,....., 1,','1 OJ r'" J h . • • .. • • • .. .. '''. ... L •. ~~ •• ", •. \ . "' " .. ~. ·w: .. :-:.:. ~ .: ..... ':' ,] : .. : .. :~:.:. 

All SL'specfs Robbery Burglary Larceny 

".~ . ... . , 

Figure ~ *'"'. 
*CU .... ,..,.,ncr;.,0m R""~uc~ng thr=o k'f-F"",..+ 0'" Cr';mes f\O'a-l.,.,c:~ ..... ",e AO''''''''O'' ('~",,""c""s C~ .... y ~ ... _ .. __ '.o ..... _.:t '-'u __ - ~----" .1. _...... ..1. 0 " J-... -.r'" t.. ... .l ... ~ -"' • .0':) l..!"-... ~J."'.J- ).. ... , 

Missouri: Midwest, Research Institutc~ Interim Repo~~, 1974). (unpublished) 

~,. 

~ 

.' 

.. 

- . 
. _..i' 



33 

eld~rly womm1. However, whel,'e the typical criminal mot ive is involvod I 

there is perhaps something even more significant than the youth's age. 

~hat is, the juvenile involved with the purse snatching is not simply 

sntisfied with obtaining the purse. 'rhere is an added compulsion to 

push the aldedy person in the p~'ocess of obtaining the item sought. 

The ul1tlsunl senselessness of this type of crime is further exemplified 

by other devinnt acts committed by tho juvenile against the elderly 

po)~son. Clearly there is something significant about the relationship 

bet\veen today' s ndolescent and the older :!.ndi vidual. 

.,0 

c. 



CHAPI'ER, VI 

THE PSYCHO-SOCIAL BASIS FOR 'I'HE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN THE JUVE:NILE DELINQUENT AND TIm 

EWERLY VICTIM 

In ordor to begin the understanding of the relationship between 

the Ilging victim and the juvenile'delinquent, one ought to review 

Tnlcott Varson's theol:'Y on aggression. The psycholo-social elements 

involved 18 discussed by Pal'son:in an ar1::I..cle ontHled "Certain Pri-

mary Sources and Patterns of Agf{J'0ssion :l.n the Soc:l.al Stl'Ucture of 

!!le ,'{este);'11 World. ,,1 Essentially Parson develops a theory which 

bases the individual's a.ggression on the relationship between the 

mother and child. According to this theory, the son gl'OWS up feel-

2 iug n pal·ental bond between him and his mother. When puber'ty al'l'iv·Z's, 

he strives for masculine i!:lentifica t:1.on. But, cl'rp"A"t:(·wi p:t;i Cll-ll v _ the 

male adolescent in the lower class does not usually have B father 

1n~ediat01y nvailable in which he can identify with. Instead he 

seel~s mnscuJ.1.110 identification through variolls psycho-social fUnc~ 

tions. Socinlly he may seek qualities which are considered to be 

to,ugh tlnd Innnculine. 3 l?syclwlogically f he may soele a replacement for 

the hostiU.ty that he feels toward the pal~cntal bond between him Bl1d 

his mother. The adolescent male at this poi.nt is rebelling against 

tho female quall tics of his motlwr " This usually OCGurs by seeking 

a "scnpef.~oat" for the adolesc<:mt's ng-gl.'cssiol.1 tow:u'ds his mother. 4 

34 
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According to Parson: 

If the father or mother or sibling, cannot be overtly hated, 
a symbolically appropriate object outside the circle of 
persons who must be loved is choson and gratification of 
tho impulsD indirebtly secured ••••• The result is that the 
individual tends either to react aggressively, without 
being able to control himself, in situations which d; not 
call for it at all, or to overact far more violently than 
the situation calls for. 5 

Cldarly, among other factors, the psycho-aocinl elements of thB juvenile 

delinquent' 3 development attracts h:\ m to some sort of sUbstitute figure I 

wh1."oh Parson refers to as the "displacement" of aggressiol1 011 a " scape~ 

goat." It is v:lewed s consequently, that the scapegoat is often the 

elderly person. And that it is a result of the juvenlles psycho-social 

environmen\; \,hat he feels a deep l'escntment against the older person.. 

Lewis Yablonslty, :l.n his boole :rhc V~gl(mt Gr!!2.\l, observes and some'" 

what valida ted Parson's the-ory on tho displacemen".: 

,has particular significance since Yablonsky's observations relate to 

the relationship between the juvenile delinquent Bnd the ~lderly 

victim: 

Although the evidence ts 1.nconclusive, there are indications 
thnt violent-gang attackS upon adult "strangel,'s" are a dis
placemen t of aggreSSion ~'oward the yotlths' own ),mrents. I 
rnn a series of role-plriy1ng session~ with k violent-gang 
youth who apparently "enjoyed" mtlggtng' and purse-snatching 
from old WomCll. At one point the boy commented that the 

1\ 1 11 G women he selected, •••• al1 looked like my 0 d lady. 

In addition to Parson's theory, Simone de Bcauvbir in hor book 

lI:rhe Comi~!.I-'; of. Age"7develops, a psycho-social perspective for viewing 

J' 

:.l 

{.' 

,'" 

r-'. 

society's resentment, and consequently its aggression i a.gainst tha i<J 

tha t (:l)cists between the young and the old: 
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Tho son respects his father, admires him, would like to 
identify himself with him nnd even take his place: this 
last wish gives riso to hatred Dnd foal'. The heroes of myth 
olways rise up against the~r fnther and end by killing him. 
In 1'001 life the killing is symbolical •••••• Where the 
Il.ntagontsm extsts, it 1.5 not mutunl; it is active in the son, 
taking the form of aggressi.on nnd resentment, but generally 
sponking it does not appear in the fathor. This aggressive 
sexual resentment undoubtedly provides the framework for 
tho development of the one-wa)~ relationship of the young 
with tlw old. 7 

" " In other words, it may be this one-way re~Rtionship that exiRts 

between the young and the old that contributes to aggressive behavior. 

The concept is not new, since Schafer mentions that resentment may be 

one of the factors that contribute to the elderly's Victimization, 

because "~;hey may be egotistic and. thus irritate the younger gono) .. a

tion • .,8 }'urthormoro r the adolescent may resent that the elderly per,n 

son is non'·confol'ming in his dress and manners. Tho a.dolosccn t is 

Also I he is ]1l)l.'hn.ps soc ializod to look down upon the older person, who 

is weak and in his pOj.nt of view "ugly." The conditioning effect that 

an inc1ustriall.zed society places on its adolescents ~leoplyrelato·.s.~o 

tho resontmc11t that is u{;"gressivcly committed on those who aro unior'· 

':,unatc: enough to be old. 

HesentmCl1t I thCl'ofOl.'c t' is raticil1:l1.izcci as one of the clements that 

contribute to tho adolescent t s selection of the elc1cloly victim. The 

rescntmon t is fu rthormol'o a pl'oduct of the juvenile's environment I 

Which (!(mtl'ibutcs to the psycho-social charnctel'istlcs on the PU1't Of. 

the dolinq~ont individual. Thus one can further suggest that there is 

a special rolationship i:httt (!}:ists ba~ed on two fD,ctors in the development 
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of tho juvenile deUnquent. The first faC"tor is that of external social-

izatj.on; whereby the child is exposed to elements outsido of the family. 

,The second factor consists of internn~ socialization; wheroby the family 

il').fluences tho psycho-socinl devel.opment of the child. 

In the o:>:tornal socinU.zing condi tioD, the adolescent is almost bom-

barded with society's attitudes toward the olderly. This is most COm-

manly achieved through the media, which features the young and not the 

old. It is also achieved by the child witnessing society's rejection 

of the eldorl)! person in which the oldor individual is forced into a 

deprived and hopoless situation. 

In the internal socializing cohea tion, the adoloscen.t malo is sub-

jected to resentment and aggression against his parents, because of 

various alienating factors which 1'0sult in a breakdown 1.n communication. 

As B result of thls,the adolescent secks a 9ubsti~ute for his deep-seated 

aggression by seeking the elderljT person. 

Oth0r, theorists, in part', confirm the ~ff.bct of e:>:ternaL .. and i11. tarnal 

social:l.zation'in produc:ing 3ggression and l'csontmetlt by the juvenl1c 

delinquent towards theeldo14 1y victim. Albel'tCohell in his book Delin

~\tent Bo~r~9 vi.ews the workilig class boy as frustrated with the dominant 

middle-class value syst0m. In order to achieve success among his peer-. 

gl'OUPr the world.ng class youth seeks an 'alternative value system that 

rOjects the respectabl.B middle-class val1.+e system. '1'he val.ue system t· 

th0l."sfol'):), 'causes the youth to adopt the ant:l.thesls of middle-cll\ss 
',' 

vnlues: 

'.~ t~~·~~ 
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The middle-class value systom rewards and oncourages 
the rational cUltivation of manners, courtesy and per
sonality. 

The middle-class ethic' emphasizes the control of 
physical aggression and violenco, which are subversive, 
011 tho one hanel, of good personal relations with as 
many p~ople as possible. lO 

Therefore, one can suggest that crimc9 com~itted against the elderly 

person clisplH.y a lacl{ of "rational cUltivation of manners and cour-

tesy." Also, it further reflects tho youth's inability to cm~trol 111.8 

physical aggression. 

Similarly, Cloward and Ohlin classify delinquent gangs according to 

the SUllcul ture concept .11 III their view: "A delinquent subculture i's 

one in which cel'trd.n forms of delinquent act! vi ty are essential requ i re~ 

ments for the, performance of the dom:Lnallt rolos supported by the sub= 

cuI ture ."12 Ono of the typc_s of delinquent gangs that develop is the 

"conflict gang" i whereby partlcipatio:n in acts of violence becomos an 

:I.mportant means for securing status. It is this type of gang that 

pl"obably has ,its most dramatic offect upon th0 eldorly victim. 

JTurthermol'e I Bloch and, Hicderhoffel' rolnted the adolescent period 

as '''n. phase of striving for the attainment of adult status."13 The 

adol8scent' B identity crisis and his accompanying pat'ental reDGlU.on 

loads to delinquent· behavior. This behavior, because 6f the youth's 

rejection, conflict, and stress with an adult figure, may manifest itR 

self by seeking the elderly person as a Victim. 

'i 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE CONSEQUENCES OF CHIME AGA INS1' 
THE ELDERLY 

This chapter is an attempt tp review the consequences of crime 

against the elderly victim by 100Jdng at (].) the economical impact, 
,(, 

(2) the phys:i.cal impact, (3) the psychological fear I and (4) the 

desire for migration. 

The Economical Impact. 

Consider the case of Mrs. R, nn elderly woman living 6n $2,000. a 

year. She recently lost $20. when her purse was snatched in D busy 

downtown area of Boston. Tho loss amounts to one percent of her 

income. In contrast, i.i: W1,7 ~(~.L 1,7 !,V \,..UU'V(;>.J. t: ner loss with someone 

earnine; $20;000. a year~ it would oql~al $200 0 '1'ho person 11l!\kj.ng 

$20,000. could probably absorb the loss without any great financial 

diffl.culties, but Mrs. R is not as fortunate. She is barely mnJdng 

ends meet and is consequently at a much greatel" loss. What will 

probably occur~ because of Mrs~ R's Victimization, is that she will be 

forced to do without. ,basic essentials. Furthermore, the 'person making 

$2.0 ~OOO. probably has some sort of insul'anceto cover. the loss; if not I 

he cnndeduct it from his income taxes. But Mrs. R, unfortunately, does 

not have those options. 

In the Kansas City study I the median loss from burgIn!'y I fOl' o):nmp1e I 

is estimat~d as $96. for the elderly victim. This consequently has quite .' 
serious implications, sinee67 perc~nt of the blaek Victims, and 47 per-

cont of the white victims, have an annual incomo of below $3,000. al1nu~ 

a1ly,1 
39 
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Cunningham makes the following observation in relating tho signifi-

cance of the amount of cnsh in the homo as related to the burglary: 

The naturo of the losses from burglary •••• reflect n 
provRilin~ tendoncy of the elderly poor to keep amounts 
of cash in the home that are large, relative to their 
income and total. worth. Thero seems to be working 11e1'e 
two major factors: general lack of familiarity with or 
trust in banks, and the di:fficulty of many of the elderly 
who need the serviCe most ~1 reaching a bank. Some of 
the victims report difficulty in cashing personal checks 
in the inner city, which adds to tho difficulty.2 

Similarly robbery resulted in a medifu"1 loss of $37.'10 in the Kansas 

City area. In over half of the victimization cases cash was the property 

stolon. However, especially in tho case of robbery the crime is not 

limited to just the theft of property, it also includes some sort of 

physical j.njt:ry. 

Another type of crin~f that is mainly economic in impact, is the 

. wore likely to be victimized at a rate of 3.8 percent. That rate is 

somewhat h:l.gher 1.:11a11 those undor G5 t who Wl1ro vict:!.mized at a rate of 

2.2 percent. As with other cl~lmes, fraud probably, rntes'high in its 

oconomic impact, slnce the older individual is actively Bought by the 

pro"Cossionnl cwindlcr .,5 

Robbery by definition is 0 crime of vlolence sinco it is directed 

ar:;ainst the individual. It is the stenU.ng or tnJd.ng of anything of 

value fl~om a person by forco I. Violence, or fear. 6 According to the 

Kansas Ci ty da to, 'rable 1, robbery victtms suffered physical injury 

quito frequently. Of tho (50 robberies that occurred to the elderly, 
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,48 percent were \'lith weapons and, 52 percent wore by strong'arm methods. 

The sad fact is, however, that about <10 percent of the elderly citizcns 

victimized suffe~ed from some sort of physical injury as a result of 

7 
the crime. 

TABLE 1 

NATURE OF' HODBERY OJ?F'L:HSES film PHYSICAL XN.TURIES 
HESULTING TO 'l'HEEL.l)EHLY VICTIM~ 

Nature of Robbery 

Strongarm robbery 

Attempted armed robbery 

Attempted strongarm robbery 
" .. 

Total 

Injuries ~~elvcd by V:tetim 
cluril1rr. Robbery 

None 

Minor 

Moderate 

Severe 

Death 

Undetermined 

'rota! 

No. of 
Victims 

206 

186 

30 

28 

450 

266 

98 

54 

29 

2 

1 

450 

Percent 
of Victims 

45.8 

4]..3 

G.7 

G,2 

100.0 

59,2 

21.8 

12,0 

6.4 

.4 

,2 

100.0 

*Cul1ningham, Cf-u'1" ~inp.; tho Ef"~cct of Cl'imos ar~~\inst th(~ Ap.;inf~ 
tKansas City, Missouri:· hlidw~Ht l~csoarch Il1sti tuto, In b~riln Heport I 
lO'M) , 
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Yet, it would be a mistake to simply inter.pr.et the raw stnti.stics 

as is because of the great physical consequences for the elderly as 

a result of the injury, In comparison to'their younger counterparts, 

the older person is l~ss li!<ely to recover from the physical brutality 

of the criminal act, And just as the economical impact is different 

r 
for a working person than it is for a reth'cd person, so too is the 

physical impact. For exaJ11ple, if an elderly porson i.s knocl\Cd to the 

ground, he is likely to suffer a broken bone as n result of the act. 

Se .is also likely to require extensive hospitilizat{on due to his 

victimiza 1:ion. In contrast I the younger person. if Imoclted to the 

ground, is less l:i.lwly to suffer the effects of tho criminal act. 

Rarely will Axten~tve hospitilization be required for the younger 

victim. Thus, because of the elderly's physical vulnerability, they 

impact of crime. 

'l'he Psychologica..l Fe~ 

It seems to be quite apparent that one of th.e end !'osults of bm'-

gluries, robbcrios t Bnd ussaults is n psychological fear which is 

deeply imbeddeu in. the' minds of the elderly. 8 This fenr consequently 

resh'iets the eldol.'ly' s freedom of movement und o.etivtty. Fear :I.s 

obviously 011(,\ of the most serious of,fects of erim~~ that is genera ted '. 

from the elderly's victimi~ation. 

~, ' 
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Table 2 lists the extent of voluntary rostr~ction in activity as a 

result of the generalized {ear of the burglary exp~rience in Kansas 

City. Specifically 45 percent of the total 860 burglary victims 

interviewed reported that they did not go places anymore or engage 

9' 
in certain activities because 6f crime. 

TABLE 2 

THE ELDERLY 'VICTIM'S HEACTIONS TO THE 
I3UHGLARY EXPERIENCE IN Kt\NSAS CITY* 

Do Not Go Places for No. of 
Fear of Crime Victims 

No 473 

Yes 378 

Total 860 

Percent 
of Victims 

55.0 

,--~~ 
100.0 

*Co.rl Cmmingham, Reducing the Effe~t of Crimes ~gainst the AR".i..!:Jrl 
Midwest l~esearch Institute I Administration on Agtng and Sod.nl 
Rehabilitation. Interim Report. 1974, unpublished. 

The victim's reactiori t6 the robbery experience is shown in Table 

3. About 39 percent of the victims reacted with general fear and 

nervousness. .Furtl,lcrmore II 62,8 percent increased securi ty precautions 

as a result of ~hc fear created by the victimization experience. 10 

In contrast \;he National Opinion Research Center's national survey 

shows that pel~sonnl experience with. crimin~,l vict:l.mization apparently 

tends to hcj.ghten the individuo.l' s concern about the robbery and bur" 

11 
glary experience. 

, 
.' 
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TABLE 3 

THE ELDERLY V IC'l'IM 's REACTIONS TO THE ROBBERY 
EXPEHIENCE IN l~NSAS CITY* 

Heactions 

Nervous!Genel:al fear 

Effect of inj~rics sustained 

Increased personal security 

Moved or sold business 

Concern fo1,' property 

Angry Bnd resentful 

Acquired weapons for defense 

Afraid of 6eing alone 

Unspecified 

'rotal 

No. of 
Victims 

104 

77 

43 

23 

6 

5 

2 

2 

G 

268 

Percent 
of Victims 

38.8 

28.7. 

16,0 

8.6 
?-

2.2 

1.9 

.8 

,8 

2.2 
~-

100.0 

--------_._------------, 
*Carl CUnningham, Rcducinr.r the gffcct of Crimes aF;uinst the Aging, 
Midwest Hesoarch InsUtutc t l~dministl':\~t:i.o_;_on-Agingai1d Soci'~ 
Rehab;llitation t Intedm Report, 1974, unpublished. 

'l'AJ3LE 4. 

CONCI~R_1f OJ:.' VICTIMS AND HON'~VICTIMS ABOUT DURGLAHY OR 
ROBBERY .~ AS LISTED IN THE NATIONAL 

OPINION RESEARCH CEN'l'BR SURVEY';' 

~---.--- . =-====================== ~0':?:::L.£.bout Bm'p,'hu'j' Or' Hobbory Victim Nonvictim 

Males ----
Worl."tod 
'Not worried 

Fom(tles . 

WOl'ried 
Not wori'iQd 

69· 

31 
100 

84 
16 

100 

59 
41 

100 

77 
4.1 

118 

~---~--~ 

,'. 

1 

, 
I * • ~ 
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However, it might be assumed that tho comparison with NORC (National 

Opinion Research Center) is somewhat unfair, in applying it to the 

t\ 
elderly victim, because the elderly's socilization to crime is quite 

different than their younger counterparts. The younger person who' 

grows up in today' s urban environment might be sociaU.zed to accept 

crime as one of the many hazards in life. In a sense, many younger 

Americans have been condltioneJ to live with crime and not to fear it. 

But the older Americans who may remember the "good old days," might 

not be socialized to accept crime. To him crime is a phenomenon Which 

has recently occurrod with the younger generation. Therefore, the 

elderly individual may feel that 'ho is in great dang-or as a consequence 

of the times. ' 

rrhis may further rela to to the elderly's .stel,'ootypod imttge of t110 

offender. In any center city area, it can be observed that older 

person.s -will genel'ally avoid wC1.lking on the same side of the street 

t'l.S a younger person of the opposite race. This is confirmed by 

Yablonsky when he related one youth's 'expericnce w:l.th the elderly's 

fear: "I Was walking across the street and this old lady started to 

run as if she \va,s scared· to death. 1t12 

In sum, as a consequence of crlma, the elderly parson may expel" i-

ence a significant amount of fear. The fear may result in what may 

be called as "death at an early agel! j whereby the oldel' person barl'i-

cades himselfi21 hts apartment dur1.ng the day as well as at night. 

\ - -
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The Desire for hligra~lon 

According to the Presidcnt1s Commission on Law Enforcement nnd 

, Administration of Justice, the fenr of cl'lme may result in tho 

following: 

Fear of crime makes many peopla want to move their 
homes. In the four police pr~cincts surveyed for the 
Commission in BostOll ancl Chicago, 20 percont of their 
citi~ens wanted to move because of the crime in their 
neighborhoods, and as many as 30 percent wanted to 
move out of the highest crime rate riiatrict in 
Boston .13 

l!"or the elderly citizen migration may ropt'csent two dimcnsions: 

First, a long standing attachment with the nctghborhood which pro'" 

vents him from leaving a high crime area; and second, a desire to 

leave but a lack, of financial resources to afford to move from one's 

noi(.{hborhood. It is becau~e of this that: in any urba.n area where a 

migt'o, tiOl1 pattern develops, because of il1cr~asing' crime, the elderly 

are often the last to move. 

For the elderly person who has spent six decades in his neighbor-

hood, n change represents a sudden departure from how things used to 

he'. The eldorl.y pel'son conscquen tly ignol'os the gradual decay of the 

conunul1ity with its increase in cl.'ime and delinquency. 

The elderly person who has beon affected by crime, and because of 

the experience is desirous of leaving, cannot leave due to the fact 

that costs fOl' him al.~C IH'Qhibited. If the elderly perSon shOUld own 

his own home, he cannot a:tford to solI it--.s:lnce its worth would be 

minimal due to, the depressed nature of tho communJ.ty, If he rents, 

it islilwly that tho apartment w:l.l1 be rent controlled t since ho 

", 
"\ 

\ 
.. , 
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has occupied the same dwelling for n long poriod of time. In short, 

the sad consequences of crime against the eld~rly i9 further reflectod 

in the fact that the older individual is tho least able to mir;rnte from 

his crime-enga.ged community. 

In conclusion one may sug[~e.st that th-e elderly's vtctim:l.:r.a tion is 

not limited to the criminal act itself. Victimization does have 

broader consequences for those who may suffer from the brutality of 

the criminal act. An act which may cause serious financial loss; an 

act which may further instill psychologically damaging fear; and an 

act which causes the elderly to desire the abandonment of their homes 

in which their most cherished mem6ries may exist. The act is by no 

means limited to the above examples; beCAuse, there are other conse-

quences of crime which hav.e yot to be uncovered. Thus, tho criminal 

act itself is a broad and quite serious source of suffering for the 

~lderly citizen in today's society. 

; 
\ 

A . 



• CHAPrER VI II 

A GENEHAL HYPOTHESIS ON VULNERABILITY 

This is a chaptor on vulnerability in general and how it applies 

to the cldorl,y victim. It is based in part on tho previous chaptors 

Which consistently suggests that the elderly are more often victims 

of crimo bocause of their vuln0rability. The hypothesis is that an 

elderly porson will be susceptible to victimization because of vari-

ous factors that attract him to tho criminal offender. It is thus 

an attompt to explain B crim~lological phenomenon that occurs to the 

elderly person in today's urban, industrialized society. 

As wt th auy. h;l'pothesis, thore are factors Which conform to the 

general rules of tho model presented. These factors suggest that 

.1'#',. ~ ,..".4 ..... 14' .. , I ~_ ..... ~ --_._ .... _.;- ... victimi~ation-may or may not increase due to certain 

,factors. Foe cxamIHe, it win be cited that the elderlY may be less 

victimi~ed because thoy are less exposed to the criminal element, 

since they spend more time indoo~s than their younger counterparts. 

n 
\'Ihn t j,s c):nnlinecl here is tho factor of exnosed'~onvironmental vulner~ 

ability; aha of the many factors that will be used to illustrate the 

vai':i'inp; aspects of vulnera.blU.ty. 

In n sense, the hypothesi!..l that is suggested ;l.s not really that 

new. For installC() I insura.nce ~:oll1panios have devoloped detaill;,'ld 

nnC\lYS<:~fl of risk"'fnctors i~l setting rates for in!'iurance policies. 

IIOWOV01',' thero has yot to be a detailed analysis on the lndi vidual's 

victilUM'risk Which ontails his vulnerao;lli ty to various criminal acts. 

48 
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Therefore, in order to complete the gap that exists between identifying 

n phenomenon, and explaining it, a general hypothesis on vulnerability 

·is suggested. 

The hypothesis of vulnerability is divided into fou~ main cato-

gOl-ies: (1) Environmental vulnerability, which consists of e:>:posed, 

social and structural factors; (2) economic vulnerability, which con-

sists of the motivating factors in committing crimes against property; 

(3) phys:l.cnl vulnerability, which consists 0 f the individual's weak-

ness in preventing the criminal act; and (4) psychological vulner-

ability, which may inc~ease the person's susceptibility to victimiza-

tion. 

Environmental Vulnerablli ty. 

In this section we will discuss throe factors to environmental vul-

. nerabiUty: (1) exposed, (2) social, and (3) structural. 

~posed Vulnernbili ~~: 

If one is in the pl'osenco of a criminal offender, there is the 

essential elements of exposed vulnerability. The concept of exposure 

is essentiai tOWB1'ds formulattng a hypothesis on vulnerabili\;y, be;~ause 

without being exposed the criminal act cannot be performed. Thercfor~, 

exposed vulnerability refers to the physical presence of the criminal 

offender. 

It must be noted, to offset Rny sort of confusion, that the crimi-

nal offender can be the victim himself--if he is responsible for the 

. .. 1 
criminal act. Without getting into the technicalities of the inter-

ae-tion between victim-pl'gcipitated crime, it can be aAsullle(l that there 

ai'e cel:tnin physical requirem~nts inllGrcnt to the cl'l.mihal ac::t. 

: . , 
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These physical requirements require the victim to be exposed to a 

door in order that the criminal act can occur. Reckless suggests 

"the docl'-victim·model," which accordingly, illustrates that "the 

,,2 doer seems to graVitate to vulnerable persons or to seek them out. 

In. relation to the elderly, the chances for exposed vulnerability 

arc greatost because their cumUlative years of exposure are groater 

than thn t of younger persons. In other w~l'ds, 65 yeal's of e~'{posure to 

a criminal element in a community is likely to increase their lifetime 

vu1l1cr,ahili ty over a person who has been exposed for twenty-five years. 

As a result" crime is increasing for one's lifetime, because one's life 

is being pl:'olonged. And t consequ'en.tly, the' chances of exposed vulner-

ability is greater. 

fncet to it. This aspect stnto~that th6 olderly are less victimized 

because they are less exposed to the criminal elernEH1t. The Boston a.nd 

North C;1l701ina data in part seems to confh"ln this hypothesis. Basical.ly. 

the assumpUon is that because an elderly person spends less time on the 

st.l'eet I he j.fj li},ely ~o be vi.ctimlzed. 'I'he (;~J.derly person usually does 

not have to go to and from work. l'h(~ older person may be physically 

less capable of leaving tho house as often as his younger counterparts. 

As a rosult, there is clearly less exposod vulnerability on the part 

of the oldor individual. If ~nything, one might assume that exposed 

v\llnernbility is m'obably a.t a minlmum for the older person when como. 

pared to the more active life of the younger working individual. 

. .. 
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Ifovorthelcss, the unfortunate fact is that exposed vulnerability 

is increasing for the oldorly because they are situated in the center 

cities, which arc the areas with the highest crime rate, while the 

younger person is u.sually located in the suburbs where exposed vu1-

nerability is not as great. In general the poor suffer from greater 

exposed vulnerability than the middle-class or the r1ch. 3 

Despite this, the elderly person in an urban area has systematically 

regulated his exposod vulnerability, because of his increasing aWnre-

ness of crime. The regulating may consist of no longor going out at 

11ight, riding buses and subviays less frequently J and generally avoid-
. 

ing any sort of contact with what may be considered tho criminal ele-

4 ment. For instance, in Boston: H downtown al'oa, it can be generally 

observed that womon today do not carry handbags. The reason f01" this 

may be partially due to the changing stYlc~ 0:1. tho part of youngcr 

women. ·Butfol.' older women, it clearly reprosents a desire to avoid 

exposcd-environmental~vulner~bility. 

In contrast another factor to. exp6sed~llnerability, which increases 

the elderly's victimization, is their perception of the criminal clement 

, 
intheh' c0111muni ty • I f tho' older person has not yet been t ratlma t i zed 

by the cr.im-lnal act - he may perceive of his neighborhood as 'being 

devoid of crime. 5 

An excellent example of how an eldel.'ly. person may not percoive of 

his exposed vulnerability is illustrated by Morton Hunt in his book 

Tho Mug-[~i~ - which is the study of the murder of, an elderly man, 

Alexander Holmer: (The scenc doscd.bed takes place in the South Bronx 

or New Yorlc.) 

. 
» •• ' '"\-!r""-;J~""~': "'L'""" .. ,._<.¥I-'" ~'.~ "."1<;.& .... ' ''''011.)!?,,..;t<~.!1-''',''''''' ",,.~~~\,;J. ,,,,~ ... ,~,.,...ic;oJ .. t\"< ~"~'~'f""'W"~""-l~'''i'n\''''··'''~'''''~''l''~'''·''·.~'.t .. ~~_ ... ~ .. 
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He had continued to live ~m(l to wander around in an 
area where predators were coming to abound, and where 
his personal trnits marked him out as poten"ial prey. 
The Melrose neighborhood had become distinctly dangel.'
ous during the past fivi to ten years particularly that 
part of it a few blocks to the south of his residence, 
but he stubbornly (or perhap& blindly) remained in tho 
apartment he has been in for twenty-five years and, in 
Search of his ,meager ration of social contact and his 
hargain r;roceries t I,ept t ... Jdng long walks down Melrose 
Avenue, past the decaying side-streets, past groups of 
street-corner loungers"and past the dark, urinous door
ways and vacated stores that were the. hangouts of local 
pushers and .iunkie~; ••••• 6 Even if the thought of robbery 
did occur to him from t:l.me to time, h", had little per
sonal reason to think of it as involvicg physical 
brutal:!.ty, for years ago, In his rounds as a milkman, he 
had been robbed twice without being hurt.? 

Clearly it is the exposed vulnerability that incl'eased the chances 

for Alexander Helmer' 5 criminal vtctimlzation, because he pe~:ceived of 

his community as being like tho good old days---rolntively safe, he 

could not and did not relate to his ",xposed vulnerability. 

'rhe reverse may also 03 true. Elderly persons who have no l'ef~SOl1 

to bell-ove that theil.' exposed vulnerab:Lli ty los' il'lCroasing--may act ns 
.: ' .-- ,-. - &.:.-:-; ~~~~fl! 

if ther",' is a change in the community which he'ightel1s ·thelr suscep~ 

tibility, when there really is not. The reason f014 this may be due 

to the media which ha~ :I.ncransed their awrtreness of crlme in general. 

Consequently, they arc more fearful--and will generally avoid being 

",xposed to anyone v/ho rnir.;ht possibly commit a crimina.l nct •. A .f~ood 

example of this is noted by Yablonsky in obso!'ving the following 

comment by onc youthful g-rmg membol': If I wns walking across the 

stroot and this old lo.dy started to rttn. I dion I t do anything. ! 

just 1001ted at her and she st::l,)~tocl to 1'1.111 as :l.f she Was sea rod to 

d 1,8 (lath •••• She almost foll down runnhlg away. 
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In criminological literature, many of the theoretical principles 

in victimology arc based on the concepts involved with exposed vulner-

ability. Reckless notes for example that the availability of "certnin 

categories of pel'sons .•• seem to attract criminal victimization .,,9 

Similarly, Schafer suggests "th,at intense' and frequent contact among 

people il1cl'eases the likelihood of clashes," which results in a "rela-

tively hir;h frequency of criminal homicides and aggravated assllults 

in smaller communities."IO As a result, many have assuJnBd that the 

time of day ~ the day of the week, and the season of the year relate to 

the extent of criminal v:l.ctj.mizutlon. 

In relation to the elderly t the Boston data a:3 well as the Kansas 

City data has resulted in some preliminary ponclu:~ions that show the 

extent of exposed vulnerability the greatest on check dny, wh:l.ch occurs 

on Friday of each week. It is then that the elde~ly person is out on 

the street walking to and from the bank, in ordor to cash his check. 

As a result, Bxposed vulnerability is heightened by that day of the 

The flimHy public housing project is anotll(}r example of increa.sed 

,oxposed vul11erabili ty of the .. qldcrly t because the hous:i.ng pro'jectc , con';.. 

taillS a large proportion o:f; families with adolescent children. ThUS, 

there 1.13 un increase in the amount of G):pOStlre between the 'older pel'-

son and tho ,juvenHo delinquent: PUblic housing exclusively for the 

elderly ~ave, on the other ~Bnd, had tho effoct of reducing o~poBed 

vulnernb11ity. Tho reason for this is simply that the elderly arc 
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less ()xposed to jHvcmile dGlinquency bocal1se their hOtlsin~ consists 

exclusively of elderly porsons. The Doston data consistently confirms 

this aspect to the theory. 

It must be noted finally that the concept of exposed vulnerability 

is one that is continually used. People'do not go into certain area.s 

of town because the exposed vulnerability is gr~atest. Furthermore, 

they do not buy houses in ar~,as where cr:i.-me is likely to occur. Instead, 

they move to suburbia if they nre middle-class. If they are poor, white, 

and working class, they may move to n mobile home parl{ outside of the 

city in order to avoid exposed vulnerability. 

Social Vulnerahility 

The analysis has thus far revealed that the victim must be exposed 

to the criminal offender in order to be victimized. His exposure has 

bc~en cal.J.ed eXIJOsed vulnel'abili ty j however, it is not by all means 

limited. 'rhe criminal offender, in oreler to commit his act StlCC05S-

fully, must have an Cl1VLl'Ol:1ment that ts co.ndllctve· toward!? victimiza-
',. 

tion. For example t a l'ccent study on burglary ",_cond~cted by Urban 

System Research and Engineering, showed that "the amount of time 

during the day when no one is at home wa~ positively associated with 

tho lil,elihood of ~eing bUl'glari:!:ed. ",11 Furthermore t "the e~d0rljr t 

the (5'l'OUp that wasvictimi,7.ecl least:f.requently, wer(~ less transient 

1 ... · 
and of.ten a t homo." r.:. 

'l'hcl'oiore, one m:!.{jht assume that people have a direct eff.ect on 

whether D. criminal act w:i.11 occur. People can prevout the act from 

occurring by decreaSing onvironmontal vulnerability. A rapist is 

lesf; l;l..1wly to s!.~el~ out his victim on a busy Stl'(H2)t. The child 

mol.estol.' \Vol'ks whero he cannot be noticod 3.n(1 where his act ions will 
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not be spotted. In other words, people influence the extent and 

natur.e of the criminal act. They are what is often re\ferrec1 to as 

socially responsible for what occurs. 

A lack of sod.al re~ponsihility can heighten ~he envil'omnental 

vulnerability of a community. An exeellent example is the Kitty 

./ 

Genovese Inul'dcr; whereby 38 of her neighbors I in a respectab~.e New 

York City neighborhood, stood by while she cried out tn tC:lrror. No 

one came to her assistance even though the murder took ovel' half an 

hour---no one even bothered to call thE: POl:l.ce.
13 

A similar lacl;: of social responsibility may occur where the elderly 

0."0 involved. In an ul'ban f industr:i,alizcd society the older person is 

1001;:e(1 down upon as a l'eflection of society I s general attitudes. These 

attitudes, which may bo relavl.vI:'l.Y U.l.t:.l,..l.lwt to a. modern industrializcc 

society, places the aged at the bottom of social priorities. An older 

person is too of tell made to feel out of place in a communi 1;y with 

younger people, since they have become unp"oductive, and'thus unwanted. 

They are consequently o):pected to go off to retirement: villages, 11\11'5-

ing homes, OJ:' homes for the aged. Accordingly the younger individual 

believes the aged are bette):' off away from society. It is, unfortunately, 

the working younger person who feels no need to show any s6cial respou .... 

sibility towards the uged,14 

However, the lack of social responsibility of persons in the com-

munity is not limited to jUst the eldorly. It is an infectious 

deficiency 'that has overcome many urban ehv:i.ronments. It has resulted 

in an increase in environmental dOGay, which has ca~lsed all iliCl'eaSe in 

envi~r nental vulnerability, which has also resulted in an increase in 

the BE 4nt of criminal victimization for all ogo ~roups. 
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Moroover, Sane Sacobs, :I.n her bool, the Death and Life of Great 

~merican Cities, illustrat~s that varying city streets afford dlf-

ferent opportunity for crime: "Different kinds of city strects gnr-

~ , ,,15 
nor radically differcnt shares of barbarism and fear of barDarism. 

She [{oes on to illustrate how certain sections of Boston, such as the 

since 
North End have relatively litt10 crime,hthere is an active degree of 

social rosponsibili ty c.nd interact:!.on on the part of' residents. "Half 

a dozen times or so in the past three decadoB ••• would be molesters 

have made nn attempt at luring a child orr late at.night, attacking R 

woman ••• In (?:VOl'Y such case the try Was thwarted by passel.'s--by, by 

lcibib~ers from windows or shopkeei1ers.,,16 In contrast, Jacobs cites 

the Elm Hill Avenue section of Roxbury 80S conta:l.ning "streGt assaults 

and the over present po!';;.:;'b'llitv of more stroot assaults with no 

kibit?ors to protect victims."J.7 Clearly in thcs'a two sections 

onvironmental vulnerability is directly reflected by the social 

responsibility of the people living in the varytll[~ COl1\1l\upities j.nvolved. 

Tho public housing project, which many elderly pe~sons find them-

solves in, is usually limited j.lt the o'~tellt to which it is possible for 

peopl.0 t.o j,ntel':-tct with each other. Consequcmtly, what occurs is an 

j,ncrcafie in el1v:\.).'.onmentaJ. vull1.0rabillty. nut this environmental vulner-

a bili t:,{ is not limited to re aldent s, it is also affec ted by a pol ice 

fOJ;'ce whtcll concentrates its resources on cr:l.mo detection l'uthor than 

cx'lme prevention. In tho Boston area, oldorJ.y organizations are ca11-

lng for the return of the foot patrolman in order to reduce environ

mental vUlncrab:l.lity.18 Tho foot patrolman would Hccordin[~ly Etct as 

n deterrent to crime nnd would as a rcsult reduce environmental vul'" 
~ 

nerability. In uppor-class, hi~h rise, luxury apartment housos 
>, 
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environmen tal vulnernbil i ty is socially reduced by dool:men, garage 

attendants, s~curity guards and so torth. Because the rich can afford 

these luxuries I their vUlnerabil i ty is minimized. In a sense, they al.'e 

buying social interaction and responsibility in order to secure their 

safety. The elderly t on the othe:r.' hand; generally cannot afford these 

luxuries. 

Finally, another element that h~s increased en~ironmontal vulner

ability for the elderly in today's urban centers is the effect at a 

mobile, industrialized ocononw. S1n(\0 our society has become indus

trialized, its cj.tizens have become morc and morn transient. In an 

agrarian society, it was typical· for the children to 11.\18 within the 

same community as thetr paron t s, wh lch reduced their en v ironme11 tal 

vulnerability. Toctay's mobile society calls for the older person's 

.children to no longer live with:J..n the same area ::.8 their parents. As 

a result,) the protection that was once accompanied b~ raising a family 

no longor exists. 

structural VUlncrnb_ilitl 

The third factor which relates to env:l.ronmentnl vulnerability: is 

tho effect of the phys1cal surrounding~.>. Special attention has b{;\on. 

given to brightcnii1~~ the lights in certain high crime are!\s. The hopa·· 

ful effect is to reduce environmental vulnerability. 

'fhe federal g'ovetnment has just begul1 to recognize tho structural 

. vulnertlbHi. ty of the public housing p1.'ojects fox' the eldetly. Th is 

was only due to outrage over tho :tncrcnsacl amount of crime in public 

vel:SUS private housing .19 Consequently~ the Philnclelphia Ged.atric Center 

'. 
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(supported by Grunt 93p-750G4/3 of the Social Rehabilitation Service--

Administration on Aging, United States Department of Health, Education 

and Welfare) has.bccn studying ways of reducing crime against the 

elderly in public housing projects. The research will be conducted 

by the Ccnt(.H7 and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, School 

of A!:chi toctlll'e. The purpose ~_s basically to devise and revise hous-

ing projects so that they will not be as 'structurally vulnerable as 

they presently are. 

In today's public hous:i.ng pl'oject, it is the structux'al vulner-

ability that minimizes social interaction which of tan increases 

criminal victimizati@. 

It is the building of housing projects without recog;ni:!.ing the 

.LUljJUJ. v~jl~0 vf min:l.li1:i.zing structural vulnel'abili ty that has afton 

rosulted 111 their failure. According to tho National Advisory 

Co~mission on CrimDlal Justice Standards and Goals: 

Most public housing I und even middle uncI high income hous·· 
ing I j,s plal1l1od t\ncl designed wi thou t considering the secul.'
ity system that should bo buj.l t in. It is much less expen'· 
sive to install proper locks, doors with ,secure hinges~ and 
burgIn!' ancl vandal resistant p;J.ass while the) bui.J,clillf" is 
under construction than after it is completed. ChanGing 
the placement and design of elevators, doors, and windows 
can greatly a.ffoct security needs and costs once tho builcl-
5.ng is constl.'uct.ed. o •• AI thour;h for years lmildings have ,boon 
constnlctod Rccording to fire safety codes, crime prevention 
through physical design has been almost totally neglected. 20 

In private housing the elderly often occupy apartments neal' the 

ground floor i thus, thoy are structurally more Vulnerable to res:l,clelltiul 

c~'ime, 'l'he reason why older perSolH! a:l.'e more lilwly to Ii. YO 011 the 

.first floor, than younger PCl"Sc.i1S, is because they have ~l'eater 
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difficulty climbing stairs. Consequently, their vulnerability increases 

because the offender prefers to commit his criminal act to residents on 

tho ground level. This is confjrmcd in n recent study on residential 

crime: 

In all housin~ types except the luxury apartment build
ing, the first floor was the level interviewees preferred 
to hit because it gave them the option of trying the window 
should the door prove too diificult. 2l 

ClearlYr tho ramifications of structural vulnerability must be examined 

in acceSSing and developing crime prevention programs for the elderly. 

Economic Vu1.ncrab5.1ity 

Accol.'ding to von Hentlg: "1'he eldor generation holds most posi-

tions of accumulated weal th and weal th""gi ving power ,1'22 As u re5ul t, 

von Hentlg perCeiVt"lCl th~1; ;n Il thn nnmb"ll1atioll of wealt:h and wealmess 

i 1123 l"os the danger ••• Similarly, Schafel' obse17ved that "Old women 

may be t;J:.>;posed to higher victim"'ri~ks for. o ••• often they keep their 

money and their valuables in their homes .1124 Furthm:mor,e, Morton 

Hunt in his description of Alexander Helmer, an eld(n~J.y pOl'son whose 

criminn.l victimizat ion is the subject of the bool,:, noted the fo110\1l-

tng characteristics which increRsed his economic,vulnerability. 

Due to vanitYt he had imprudently heightened his visibility 
as a target for despite his paranoid secrecy where his 
landlady and neighbors were concerned, ho had been some
thing of a bl'uggal't and blnbbel.',mouth wi th ca~iUal acquaint
ances, boasting of his stock-market holdings to half n 
do~en or more neighborh06d peoplo ho knew only slightly, 
and'maldng it plain that he lived alono and had 110 hctrs-
information which, passed along as idle gOSSip, could con
siderably increaso his chance of victimization.25 



60 ce Yet in today I s society I the elderly are genel.'ally poorer than their 

younger counterparts, The median income for an elderly person living 

alone was only $1,297., just OVQr two fifths that of younger individ-

uals on their own. Clenl'ly elderly persons living in p\.'!blic housing 

projects do not appear to have'accumulated nny great amount of wealth. 

Therefore, theil' economical v\llnerrtbility should be somewhat less than 

younger persons. 

Nevertheless, there are other factors which greatly increase the 

elderly's economic vulnerability. First of al~ the elderly are lil~ly 

to receive their checks through the mall on certain days of the weck, 

which consequently causos their mailboxes to be burglal,'ized, Also, 

thero is an increase in a ttont:i.on g'1V0I1 to the elderly person going 

to and from c bank nr dhnnn1n~ 0pnt p p to oash their socinl security 

or old age assista11cC chcclrs. 'fhis lncrcased attention obvtously 

Cn.\H}OS It gl.'eater amount of economic vulnerability. 

Secondly, the elderly Rro likely to be also viowed us economically 

vulnerable in a busy downtown arca, since their usual purpose for 

betng thore consiats of shopping. 'fhe younger person today :Ls J.ess 

lil~ely to keep cash on him personally, since credit cards or checl;:s 

3.1."0 morc convenient. The elderly pex'son on the othel.' hand is mora 

1 :!.lwly to l;:oep cash, becaU::lc he haH not lJe011 soc).ali7.cd into a cl'cdt t-

card generation. As a result of these factors, it is obvious that the 

eldcrly's economic vulnerability is oftOD greatly increased. 

'. 
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Physical Vulnerability 

In criminological literature, von Hentigo notes that because the 

'elderly arc physically weak there "lies the danger. 11£6 Hence the 

elderly, because they arc of ton too weak to offer resistance, present 

themselves a~ the ideal victims. They arc slow-moving Bnd physically 

lncapable of preventing the criminal act from occurring • 
. 

In a recent study conducted by Thomas Reppettoon patterns of ros1-

dentinl crime, the author found that 28 pe~ccnt of the robbery victims 

were elderly in the Boston Metropolitan area; even though the elderly's 

population consists of 12 percent. Accordingly, Reppetto concludes that 

"the findings' regarding age are pl'edictablo' since older persons are more 

,,27 vulnerable than younger persons. 

In the Kansas City Study approximately 20 percont of the burglary 

victims report having SOllie s,ignificant phY5ical disabillty---roughly 

the same 'Porcentage us the eldel'ly victims of the other crime .. studies ."28 

Clearly. the eldorly IS phYf.lical disabHi ttos as well as his genel'al 11hysi-* 

cal weakness malces him the idoal candidate for tl)e crtminul act. 

Furthermore, many crimes thit may start out a~ simple burQlnry m9Y 

expand to robbery because of the older persons fragility., Violence may 

not be intended as an aspect to the offendors motives; however. a sli~ht 

b~unp or push mny have graver physical consequences for the older i11(!i·-

v idua 1 than for the younger 11e'1'5011. 

Yet the elderly person, because he fears his physicnl weakness as 

being a source for victimiz,ntiol1, may be mo'ro inclined to e11uct' de:Cen-

siVe moasures in ol'dcl;1 to reduce his physical vulne1'abll i ty. TheRo 

defensive mOllS1.U'OS commonly take the form of a hair 1)1n, a can of mac(~, 
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or a pocket knife. The motivation forco for their'~se~l~ the fear of 

being confronted by the criminal offender: 'Thus, 'the elderly person 

is likely to be nctively engaged with anling himself in order,to reduce 

his physical vulnerability. 

!'sychological Vulnera.blU ty 

'i'he elelerly in general present themselves as ideal victims because 

they nrc psychologically vulnerable. Amram Ducovny offers the follow-

ing explanation for psychologlcnl vulnerability in reference to fraud: 

. Sheer loneliness can make fin oldel:' person yearn for the 
sound of it human voicc-"'even a con man's; a fGeling that 
I/:l i " t .me s running out and reluctance to see a doctor after 
a lifetime of good heal t11 call. mal{e a person easy prey for 
the quack. 29 

But more importantly the elderly nre psychologically vulnerable to 

the cl'imiilal act because of. the1r fear of the crimlllai onenaer. 'the 

eJ.de}'ly perso1) I to a significant degree I will often refuso to speak: out 

against the offender for fear of rotaliatj,on. This is confirmed :l.n the 

Boston and Kansas City study. In the Boston study a Significant amount 

of fenr against r0taliation was noted in the family projects, where a 

hi(~hcr percentage of juvenile delinquency t::xists. 

FUl<thel1110re I the eldm:ly' s psychologtcal vulncrabiJ. i ty may cause an 
.J 

1ncr0090 in their physical vulnerability. The Kansas City study, for 

example, showed that the,elderly, to a great degraef.tended to shoW more 

reSistance to tho criminal actr perhaps due to the feel' of death from 

the consequences of victimization. This cRused a greater amount of 

violonce to be il1c\D:red upon the elderly victim. 
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Novertheloss, for all crimes in total, the ~lderly are loss psycho-

logically vulnerable because of their increased psychological fear. It 

is because the elderly fear crime that they do more to avoid it than 

the younger person. Thts is validated by all the obtained data which, 

in comparison, show that ~he elderly have a lower rate of multiple 

victimization than younger persons. This is also confirmed according 

" " to a recent study On Being Mugged : 

Accompanying th:!.s new sense of vulnerability I an aware
ness of the self as a potential targct,there is the sense 
that an environment previously perceived as benign has 
become a jungle. Appearances are no longer "normal," and 
trust is an inappropriate attitude for survival. 30 

" 

. 
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CONCIlJS ION 

In conclusion, one can summarize the qunlity that makes the elderly 

susceptible to criminal victimization in n series of hypotheses. These 

hypotheses arB suggested to illustrate tho four various vulnerability 

factors discussed; environmental, physical, economic, and psychologi-

cnl vulnerability, The first series of hypotheses, 011 the one hand, 

su[mest that the clderly arc less likcfJto be victinliz,ed than. younger 

persons. The second series, on the other hanel, tllustrate that the 

elderly are lnOJ~e 1i~ely to be victims of crime. Al thoue~h only one 

hypotl1csis is listed for each of the ,'ulnerabili ty elements, it must 

be noted that the following is by no means limited. There are a num-

bel' of other possible hypotheses that can be deve'loped from this chap-
. 

tor's discussion on the elderly's vulnerability. 

Why the gldorly arc _Loss Likely to bo 
VictDni~Gd in Comparison to 
~ Youn~cr Persons 

'.--~~..-.-------

0,) Sinco older pel."sons spend moro time at ho'me, they arc ~ 

U.koly to l;e cnvironment~lly vulnel"abte·~ ... through m:posed t social and 

strucl..ural vull1el:abi1i ty factors i thus I they arc less lik·)ly to be 

cr:tmlnally 'V ictl.mizcd than ymll1gcr persons. 

(2) SillCO older persons are mOl'e li.kely to carry hair pins, lmives, 

and other self-protecting devices in order to reduce their physical 

ly 
vulnerability I they are loss HJ{c to be physical1:.~ .~.lnernble; thus, 

they aro less likely to be crind.nally victimized than YQung;or persons. 

64 
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(3) Slnce older persons are more likely to'be poorer than their 

younger counterparts, they are less likely to be eonomically vulnel'-

nble~ thus. they are less l~kely to be criminally vfctimi~ed than 

younger porsons. 

(4) Since older parsons are ilioro likely to be psychologically 

fenrful of the criminal act, they make morc of an effort to reduce 

~sy~hologlcal vulnerability; thus, they are more likely to avoid 

criminal victimization than younger persons. 

" 
Why the Elderly are More LiJ,ely to b~ 

Victimized in Comparison ~o 
~unf,er Persons 

(1) Since older persons are more likely to live in depreSsed urban 

envtro11l11ents, they are ~ likely to be ~~h'onm\~lll vtilnerable j 

thus, they are more likely to be criminally victimized than younger 

persons. 

(2) . Sii1ce older persons are weaker than younger persons, they are 

more likely to be El2,ysically vulnerable i .th·~is. they arB more lil{ely 

to be cd.minnlly victimized :than younger persons. 

(3) Since older persons are likely to have money 011 certain days 

of the weekI when they receive their socj.al security 01' old age 

a.ssistance checl{s, they arc more likely to be ~cotlomicalJ.:r. vulnerable; 

thus~ they are more likely to be criminally victimized thun younger 

persons. 
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(4) Since older persons nrc more fearful of victimization, they are 

less likely to testify against the offender because of the fear of 

retaliation., t'her are more likely to be psycholof;ically vulnerable; 

thus, they are more likely to be criminally victimized than younger 

persons. 

.. 
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REDUCING THE ELDERLY' S VU LN ERA BILITY 

Before proceeding with suggestions that might reduce the elderly's 

criminal victimization, it is important to briefly note the moro tradi-

tional nppl'o!lch to crime. Essentially it consists of reducing the num-

bel' of criminal offenders and consequently lessening the amount of 

crime. This approach is l~mited in two respects. First, it requires 

an enormous amount of resources; and secondly, it requires a great 

deal of time to remove the sociological influences that breeds delin-

quency and crime. Therefore, as un immediate solution for reducing 

the elderly'svictimizution, it is suggested that one ought to look 

instead at the means for minimizing the opportunl~y for crime. 

Reduce Environmental Vulnerability 

~l1Ch1(~ Exposed-Envil.'onrnental Vulnerabil:l. ty 

(1) Plan public";housing projects exclusively for the elderly. 

(2) Locate Elderly-Public Housing in areas that do not contain 

n high-cl<:l.ll1e rate. 

. (3) Offer subsidized housing incentives for the elcleliy to move 

to private housing in lOW-crime areas. 

Reducin(~ Social"'Environmental Vulnernbili ty 
;.....;;-..:.:...:...;.~~::..;:...;;..:::;.;.:..;:;:,....;_ . --I;.. 

(1) Encourage and promote unarmed, citizen's defense groups to 

patrol arens where there is the likelihood for criminal victimization. 

(2) Develop public education programs to increase social cohesion 

nmpng all age groups. Elderly organizations could lead the wa.y for 
~ 

informative educational programs that would redirect the average c1t1-
• 

·zen 1'5 nttitudos toward the elderly. 

68 



--,--.-.~~------------------~~--------------------------~----------------------------------------,,~~' . 

69 

Reducln!"; Structural-r~nvironment Vulnerability. 

(1) In general,- revise the physical structure of public housing pro-

jects so that they will not be a source of criminal victimization; For 

example t increase lighting and eliminate blind alleys. 

(2) In high-rlse public housing install close-circuited television 

cameras in order to deter cri11:1.n81 victimization in hallways, elevators f 

and on the grounds of the p)~oject. 

(3) Distribute and install efficient types of secul"lty devices in 

private as well as public housing projects. 

Reduce Economi~ Vulnerability 

(1) Educate the elderly population to use the banks and their 

-
related services. In order to eliminate the,carrying of caih, elderly 

persons could have their income chec)cs sent directly into a credtt-card 

account. Through a credit-card the older person could purchase all 

essential items. Or, money could be specially designcd for the exclu-

sive use of the elderly with accompanying identification card. 

(2) ltotate the days on which income checks are sent to the 

e~derly so'that only ~he person receiving the check would know When 

it is suppose to arrive. 

Reduce Physical Vulnerabilitl 

(1) Develop in high cx-lme arcas a budclj!-system whereby it would 

not be necegsary for un elderly person to leave his home alone •. Elderly 
... 

organizations could implement and coordinate this program. 

(2) Develop and distribute portable alarms for elderly persons 

. livl.ng in high-crime are~lS. 
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~educing Psychological Vulnel'abHity 

(1) Develop a special telephone service for reporting crime by the 

elderly person. This service should be obtai.ned by dialing the opera-

tor and asking for the service, since many older person~ have difficulty 

in dialing the telephone. The service should be manned by a capable 

police officer specially tl'ain~d in communicating with tho older person. 

(2) Develop throughout the criminal justice system the ~eans by 

which the older person can remain anonymous il' identifying the crimi-

nnl offender. This protection must be guaranteed throughout the 

investigation as well as into the court trial, in order to reduce the 

fear of retaliation. 

(3) Develop a psychiatric clinic to of~er services for the elderly 

victim who has been traumatized by the criminal act. 

, 

.... 
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