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SUMMARY

The purpose of this papor is to explorc tho elderly
as vietims of crime and to generate a theoretical persPeotlve
for undersbtanding Lhelr victimization. The paper artempts

to review vhe elderly victim ¢

48]

g he appears 1n the social
environment of our time. It,obresses the need for a new
s&clal avareness of the crime problem as it pexrt alns to
The plight of the elderly ir our gociety. In sum, the paper
reviews the types of crimes commltﬁ . against the elderly,
the offender uho commits them, why the'e]derly are selected
as V1ct1mc9 and the conﬁequenceb oxr thein vxctlmlaaulono

Ag a result of research findings, the study

concludes that the elderly's victimization may or may not

increase in comparison to other age groups becduse of

various factors. These factors suggest a general hypothesis
on onvironmental, economic, physical, and psychological
vulnerability. Similerly, suggestions are made fow reducing

the elderly’s vulnerability and thus minimizing the effect

of crimee.
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CHAPTER 1

THE THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVE '

In criﬁinological'1iterature the theoretical framework for discuss~
ing the elderly as victims of crime has already been partially provided,

Over twenty-five years ago von Hehtig, in his hook The Criminnl and His

Ylggim, suggested that because "the aged section-of the population" is

increasing "crime will be directed against it witﬁ new vigor gnd in new

ﬂorms;"l Bénjgmin Mendelsohn, who was probably the firét to evolve the

cégcept of victimology, notedﬁtgat there were éertain ﬁbiopsychosocial" : IR

factors on the part of the victim which led to hié or her briminal vie=

timizatiyn;z Mendelgohn first'puﬁlished’his'observation of these fac-

tors in a study on rape in 1940, Henri Ellenberger in 1954 devoloped

a'psychoanalytié approach‘ﬁo tge'victimwoffender peLutlulisaLp. Imsnen—

tially Rllenberger affirmed the assumption that cortain individuals are

prone to criminal victimization because of their "psydhoiogical and biow~

loéical constitution."3 . Conscquently, what he has developed is a ’ o

éypoiogy which,; according to Stephen Séhafar, resﬁits‘in "biolagiéal

qﬁglities that indicate a mors or less lasting vuinerability tocrime.ﬁd
Desp;te the early'work of Mendeléohn,‘von,Hentig,‘Ellenberger, ﬁnd

a few others, it seemé that‘criminology, until recently, has basiéally .

ignored the victim of crime, Ihsteaﬁ it has céncentrated its resources

almost éxclusivcly on the criminal offender, with little qttention

towards hnderstanding the victim of éhe criminal act. - chevér,‘it has‘

been'Suggeéted that one ought to know and study the victim of crime
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in order to facilitate the reduction of crime. According to Schafer, the

study of the victim and their social situation might lead to the follow-

. ing positivo rosuits:

1t might increase the dafense of those who cannot compen~
sate for thelr weakness through their own efforts; it might
elucidate and explain characteristics of victimiza tion; it
might evalunte victim risks and accommodate crime control
and social defense to them.5 :

Similarly, the Pregident's Commission on Law Enforcement and Adminlatra~
tion of Justice restated in 1967 the idea of turning to the victims as
well as offenders for a better understapdihg of the crime problem!
1f we knew more about the characteristics oi both
offenders and victims, the nature of their relationship,
and the circumstances that create a high probablility of

criminal conduct, it seems likely that crime prevention
and control programs could te made much more effective.

Clearly, criminology is in need of finding out whether there are cor=

tain factorq that invite crimlnal vietimization, It is in need oI iKiow=-

ing 3f these factors are 1imited to the social, physical, and psycho-

‘16gical characteristics of the individual, end whether they ajd or

hinder fthe individual's criminal victimization. Without such knowledge

there can be no understanding of the victimwoffender relationshipme==e-

and, conqequently, criminology would just be limited to the prevention,

control and treatment oﬁ the criminal offender. What is suggcsted
therefore; ls a broadening of criminological tpought to include the
gipnificance of crime againgt corta&n pexrsons which make up segmgnts
of our gociety. o

Yet it mightkbe assumed that there 1sg no need to study t‘e olderly
Sinc§vthey hafe ulwayé had‘charncteristiés in 5ny.casevwhich increased

their victimization, However, tho older person's weakness'and

e Rt e
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vulnerability has taken on a different perspective, since the elderly's
gocinl environment is in a process of change. It is the consequence of
their changing social environment, as well as the increasing eifect of
v the
the crime problem, that calls for a new approach tofelderly as a general
class of victims., An approach seems to be desirable that is quite dif-

ferent £rom what criminology has éssumed in the past.




CHAPTER IIX

WHO ARE THE ELDERLY

In view of the fact that there is no clear definition as fo when
one bocomes an elderly person, it is importan§ to explain various
processes that occur to and in fhe aging person. These processes
‘basgically involve the complex subject of gerentology, W ich is
comprised of the study of "dascribiug and understaﬂding older man."l
Howover, it is not the exclusive purpose of this study to beome
in;élved with the intricate network of issueg of gerentology. Rathef
it is thoe purpose to understand the élderly éé 8 ¢lass of victims

with certain "biopsychosocial" characteristics.® By appro&hing

these characteristics one can better perceive of the aging person

£n our sgociety, ) oo
The most obvious is probably the biclogical process that occurg
to the individual in old age.. Suporficially it may involve wfimklés
. on the skin,‘graying of the hair, and a cortain slowness of movemont,
Howaver, its scope is much broader than what is physically observable.
- It deeply involvg? a deteriorative proccss in which the b§dy decreases
it? vitality in‘réprodﬁcing essential cells that’make up the body's
internal system of organs. Thug a blological process:of deca& occurs
in which thé,body ages internally as well as‘externally. Furthermore,
this aging process decreases the body's ability to withstand,diseése;

therefore, it becomes more vulnerable to‘daath.g

o e e b A e




there are psychOlogical changes which occur as a result of senesgcence,

5
According to biologists the process of "biological aging is called

4
senescance,

which manifests itself with an increase in disease, injury,
and death, It not only causes aging in termg of skin, bones, and muscu-
lar gtrength, but also in térms of the human body's nervous System. Tﬁe

process fﬁrther causes hardening of blood vessels which credtes circu~

iatory problems, Ag a result of this, there is a reduction inh the means

by which psychomotor impulses travel through the hrain, Consequently,

5

;Moreover, these changes may develop unevenly in that an individual may

find himself with all of the physical as well asg psychological chafaCM
teristics of oid age at the age of forty. ]

Kecordingly, the psychological process decfeaseskas the age of the
individual increases. It gfteh‘involves a decreased cfficiency in the

person's sight and hearing ability., This also further affects other

segments of the individual's psychological functions; such as his or

NS

~her drives, motives, emotions, and attitudes.G However, it must be

noted that in terms of adéquate social functioning most peoplé do not

find themselves physicall§ or. psychologically disabled until theily late

¥

‘ 7
seventies.

As the psychological process is connected to the biological process,
g0 is the socilologlcal process that occurs to ﬁhé individual in old
age. - Thils process 1s most notably tllustrated in Elaine Cumming and

William E. Hehry's theory on disengagement.8 Essentially the theory

- supggests that ag the individual withdraws from society, society

retreats from the older person, consequently disgengagement occurs:
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In our theory, aging is an inevitable mutual withdrawal
or disengagement, resulting in decreased interaction
between the aging person and others in the soclal systems
he belongs to., The process may be initlated by the indi-
vidual or by others in the situation. The aging person may
withdraw more markedly from gome classes of people while
remaining relatively close to others. Hig withdrawal may
be accompanied from the outset by an increased preoccupa=
tion with himself; certain institutions in society may make
this withdrawal casy for him, When the aging process is
complete, the equilibrivm which e¢xisted in middle 1life
between the individual and his society huas given way to a
new equilibrium characterized by a greater distance and an
altered type of relationsghip.?
The theory ig wvalidated by social structural evidence, which shows
a decline in the social interaction of the older iddividual.lo Also
statigtical evidence is further used to validate the zssumption that
there lg disengagement in the attitudes of the elderly individual as
well.l1 In sum, what is presented is a number of assumptions that
explain the basgis o1 the sociul picvuvaeaun of aging in our socioty.
The disengagement theory is particularly significant to anurban,
industrial society in view of certain social factors, for example the
individual's role, income, and environment, These factors are impor-
tant in understanding the plight of the elderly in ouzr soclety.
First, the individual's role may be changed once he reaches the
chronological age of sixty=five, A¥ this point in time the aging
individual 1is usually asked to change hils cccupational role into the
role of a "retired person."}? For the individual it represents a
socially forced and, at the same time, socially npproved‘unemployment.
According to socilal gerentologist Robert Atchley, "retirement marks
the end of what is generally thOught to be a close relationship between
the kind of work an individual does and the kind of life style and

Livelihood he enjoys.'"*3
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As & consequence of changing roles, there is a dramatic gap befween
the income of the working and retirement yeéfs. Acéording to the United
States Senate's Special Committee on Aging, "many of the aged ﬁoof
'becamo poor after reaching old age becguse of the cut’in income brought
by retirement from the labor force."*® Purthermore, the inadequacy of
retirément incomne ié aggravated by increases in the costs of those
goous and services on which older persons depend‘on for their survival,
Eighty~eight narcent of the current expenditures of older persons con=
sigts of foed, clothing, housing, transportation, and medical care.
With the prices of these basic essentials increasiong at inflationary
rates,4th§ elderly person's purchasing power iS'ducreasing becatise of
hig fixed income. The fécf that three’eut of ten persons G5 and over
were living in poverty dramatizes the iﬁadcquag& of the eldCrly's

1
llcuine o

]

Just- as thé retireﬁent concent is typical to an indugtrialized
soclety, so too is the éocial environment which surgounds the aging
individual. Basically industrialism has resulted in ugbanization
and a great deal of physical mobility. This consequently has caused
the weakeﬁing of traditional ties with the family. No longar does
the.fnmily or the iocal communify feel the social responsibility for
the plight of the‘elderiy cltizen, Rather it doeé boconme the respongle
hility of the éovernment to care fof the elderly through VRrious~

bureauciratic outlets; such as, social security, medicare and public

“housing.,

.
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M, ), “that's something that clty folk worry about."

8
To further exemplify the process of aging in the American society,
lot us consider two case histories: The cases of Mr, K and Mr. S; both
are elderly citizons,‘and‘both are quite typical of their social

environment. Mr., K represents a rural, agrarian onvironment, while

‘Mr., S represents an urban, industrialized environment,

Hr. K lives with his wife and married children on a small farm in
upstate New York. Although Mr., K does not do ag much physical lahor
as hé used to, he has taken a differeng vole in helping run the small
farm he started. Hé now does‘much of the bookkeeping ag well as somo
light phygical chores. ‘Hig song are éctively involved with fhe daily
tdsk of tho farming operation. One of his marrieqlsons shares the same
housge with him and his wife. Kr. K does nbt feel disengaged; if any-

thing, he feels more engaged with life and his family because of his

»

 gsenior gtatus, Also he feéels secure in living in the same house for S

the last st¥ty yéérs. As fay as théfproblems of crime, according ﬁ6'  » : o
Less th;n ninety ﬁinutos away Mf,,s liveg in the Souéh Bfgnk oé.Ncw’

York City. The'ﬁeighbothQQd‘s changéd quite a Sif and has become gome=

what dangerous in the-iast ten years. Mr. S has péen’reéired f;oﬁ'his
pastuémployment‘for-thevlast twolve years, He has‘boen living in thg ’ R A %
Brons for‘over forty years. When hié fémily firest moved in, it wasg
the 1&0&1 place to livé fof soneone on a mode:ately Low 1ncoﬁe; The
ﬁpartmenﬁs wero and are still gcnt controlled, and consequently hig . p

monthly vent has stayed about the same, Mr., S worries sbout crime,
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Although he has not yet been victimized, he and his wife have heard and
know of friends and neighbors who have been robbed and assauited. Mr. S
* ' has a son Qho has asked them éo move.  However, Mr. S feels that he canw~
not afford the rents which are three times what he ig paying now. Also,
hekdoes not want to be an added -financial burden to his son who is
struggling to support a large family on & very moderate income in New
.Jersey. And besides, Mr, S cannot bear to léave the neighborhbod'that
he and his wife know so well.

."Mr. S has the social characteristics of the average older person who
is, according to gocial gerenotologist Marvin Koller, "clustered in
blighted ﬁreas of"center',cities,'unable or unwilling to make a
change."l6 It is Mr. S that this study is concerned wiﬁh and not

Mr, K, because the crime problem for Mr, S has a vory special and

different effect. It is an effect that ﬁefpetuutes what some may

V'Eonsider to be a soclally misérgble condition,l7
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CHAPTER 1IIX

THE NEED FOR A NEW SOCIAL.AWARENESS o

. In considering the elderly as victims of crime, there is an
essential need for a new social awareness, As mentioned before,

the government has increasingly assumed responsibility for the

elderly citizen in today's urbon, industrialized society. Their

attempts to meet this responsibility throﬁgh various government
services have resulted in public hdusing for the poor. Since older
péfsons are disproportionately povefty sﬁ“icken,'in comparicon to
thelr younger’counterparts, they aré nore affected hy the construc—
tion of leow=-and high rige public.hcusiLg;

Yet thc problens of pablic housing héve‘caused their tegants
o pECOMY MOre chal about their needs. And statistical evidence

supparts thelr clalims thet they are more likely to be the victims

k of crime than these living in higher income categoriés.

Consider the tegtimony of Mrs, Thelms Peters before the Sub-
committee on Houging for the LElderly. HMrsg. Petevs ig a resident

of Boston's Columbia Point Housing Project, which is a federally

fuhded project; with approximately,SOO apartments for the elderly.

10
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Many seniors live in seven- story buildings and are
attacked while waiting for the elevators, or on many
occasions, they are followed, and they are held up,
and they are assaulted before reaching their floors....
If the oelevators are not working, then there are two
sets of stairways to c¢limb, with doors both back and
front on each landing, making it possible for anyone
to jump them at any point along the wvay...There are
not many vigitors because cars have been stolen, or
“vandalized, and people have been grabbed in the halle
waysg,; when some of the seniors go to visit their rela-
tives, Otherscommunicate by telephone, - There have
also been occasions when families have moved relatives
out of the project whether they wanted to go or not....
Contrary to the thinking of those pecople who are the

- decision-makers, all senilor citizens do not profer
- lfbing in housing constructed solely for them .t

Furthermore, consider the following hypothetical example which illus~
trates the dajly effect of crime on the lives of the elﬁerly in today's
public housing project:

It's 6 o'clock on a winter evening., A 70 year-old=
woman named Mary is a tenant in a building also occu=
pled by family tenants. She has had dinner at a f#riend's
and comes to her building.

There are no outside lights because they have been
stoned by vandals. Mary could trip on something in the
dark. Tonight she ig lucky and gets into the unlit
hallway safely. Because it is winter, the only 1light
is the thin line at the base of neighbors' doors. She
gets to the elevator but it has been vandalized.  Now
she mugt start the five-story climb up the totally
darkened stairwell. The climb is painful enough during

' the day, when she can at least see where she is going.
At night, Mary is filled with the constant fear of
assailants. '

This night she i attacked., A 1l2~year-old boy, hooked
on lheroin, is desperate for money. He grabs her purse.
She lungs for him, misses and falls down three stairs to
the landing, breaking her arm. = '

Neighbors hearing her crying come out to help her.

“They cannot. take her to the clinic at the development.
<. They have closed by now because it ig too dangerous to
- ‘have staff work past 5 p.n. She ig taken to a hospital

" and the broken arm is set and put in a cast, Decause-

of her age, it may be 9 or 10 months before she has uge
of her Arm again.

b e L el s e e ke @ mesn e e e - sy st A i R IE T T T PR S ety
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Thils example perhaps characterizes fhe‘failuré of many programs
to bring a lasting benefit to théir reciﬁients. Further, it reflects
the incorrect assumption that improved housing, in itself, can bring
about lasting relief from the ﬁroblems of poverty. Yet the social
planners have not heen able to bulldoze alcohoiism, addiction, high
rates of illoéitimacy, unemployment, broken homes, crime and delin-
quency. What has occurred is the creation of modern 20th century
glumsg, which too frequently become the worst "dumping grounds" for the
"ﬂ;vo nots" of society,3

Thus some residents ofipublic housing have assumed that the govern=
ment has an obligation to agsure fheirksafety, since the governmeﬁt hag
created their‘social environment.4 Similarly, an increasé in government
;esponsibility for the protection of’all 1ts citizens is a growing neeé
with today'é increasing crime problem,

Yet; society may not judge the elderly to be victims of‘crime. It
- may instead percei?e of the elderly person as soclally disfunctional; and
'consequently, according to the general views of th; largef goclety, there
"is a need to care about their victimization. According to Richard
Quinnoy, "the victim is a social construction.... Why we éonceive of
gSOME persons as §ictims and dthers nof ag victims ig a consequence o£

: 5
our commonsense assumptiong,'

In~?he sane respeCt the readér may or .
may not consider the elderly to be victims of crime, because hié

morality does not'peréeive‘of'any sort of’special significance fOr'the
‘aging in our soclety,. It is suggested, howevér, that one ought;tdﬁhamh

‘beyond today's porception of crime to the broader social issues,

L2
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because victimization is not liﬁited to Jjust the\consequcnces of the
criminal act. It is bélieved,_the criminai act has a broader effect
on this generation and future generations to come. And, that.the
elderly have a special role in today's society and future‘societies
to come. It is this role that must be protected.

Moreover, ghe %mportance of our conception of the nature and
extent of crime must go heyond the general attractiveness of the
victim. Soclety, as already mentioned,; disengages the aging indi=-
viduél becauge his net worth is no longey needed. In the same respect
the criminal justicé‘system may disengagé the elderly person as a ?icﬁf,
tim of crime. In other words, the elderly citlizen is often not appre-
cigted as a victim, since his importance is limited. This can bé

exenplified by an interesting émpirical experiment, done by David Landy

and Eliot Aronson, on The Influence of the Character of thie Criminal

and His Victim on the Decisiong of Simulated Jurors. The author‘s

gtatigtical data showed that Jjurors would sentence the criminalﬁ
offender to an averagé of‘IO.SS &enrs impriéonmént where thg viétim
was attractive, When the victim was unattractive, bn»the other hand,
the-offchderkwould receive an average senﬁence‘of 8;48 years.6
Cleariy, what is shown by this important study is that'society cone’

siders the‘consequencés of the crininal sct based on the attractive~

ness of the victim. The same argument ig further made in that society

. does not consider its elderiy asg victims‘because thiey represent the

unattractive and the unneeded elements of tbday's indugtrialized

environment ..




- CHAPTER IV

CRIMES COMMITTED AGAINST THE ELDERLY

\

To merely comment and categorize the types of crimes commited
against the elderly would be to ignore essen§131 characteristics on
the part of the elderly victim, Since crimes_are events that happen
to people in varying social conditions, there seoms to be a heed to |
know these condition§‘as well as the general characteristics of the
vigtim. In other words, it is not enough simply to staﬁe that the
elderly are victimized by a certain number of crimes, it 1g, perhaps,
moré important to look at the crimgs as they relate to the victim,

As witb other age groups, the elderly can be identified acqordu
ing to a2 number of variables; such as sex, race, income, and‘age.
Thaen variableg are important in ordcr'to portfay %n accurate sta~
tistical profile of thé elderly victim, By kno@ing the eldetly vic~-
tim, one‘can bétter understand the extent and nature éf the individ-

‘wal's criminal victimlzation,

The Eldexly Victim in Kansas City, Missouril

In a study presently being conducted on crimes against the elderly
in Kansas City, Migsourd, the principal investigator, Carl Cunﬁingham,
, has researched and analyzed over 1,831 elderiy victiﬁs of serious |
crines as reported to official policé records, ‘Theyéfudy beganyih
June of 1872 at the Midwest Reéearch Institute iﬁfKansas City, Miésouri;

,for the purpose of "rcducing the effect of crimes ageinst the aging.v

14
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It is supported by the Administretion on Aging, Social and Rehabilita-

tion Service under grnht number 83-p«7519017~02, The study utilized

.

the age of 60 ag the bottom limit for.defining the olderly victim,

The following 1llustrates the basic characteristics of the elderly .

b -*

victim in the Kansas City area: .

The Age of the Victim

As figure L shows, the age groups of the elderly victim is most
notably concentrated in the G0=64 year catsgory. The median age of

all those persons victimized was 68.8 years. For black victims it

was 66.3 years, as opposed to white victims with a medion age of 68.3

years.  Basically, this reflects 4 decrease in victimization as the

disabilities of oid age sets in.

The Race of the Victim R SR

Figure 2 illustrates the race of the slderly victim. In the area

where the samplo was taken, the 1870 census showed the population for

those over age 60 to be-84 percent white, 15 percent black, and 1

percent bther races, Clearly the fact that 22 peréent Qere black
victimé ig significantly higher than the proportiqn of black persons.
over 60 in thé‘population at large. |

Other Characteristics in figurefz show;that‘thére were nmore white'
females victimized than black females. As faf'as‘whether the Qictim’ k

lived albna,,had serious physical handidaps,~or lived in an apartmént‘

~mude little difference in comparing black and white victimg, The

higher percentage of Blgcks being victimized, thoge that had ihcomes
below $3,000., reflects thé fact that Blacks are generally poorer

than Whitos in the sample area.

e
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.. less than $1,000,a year. If we consider black and white victims

- characteristics:

18

The Income of the Victim

In figug% 3 a closer examination of‘the income of those elderly
victims surveyed reveals that they generally have an annual income of
lesg than $3,000,; and that, those who have the least income are the
most likely to be victimized, In fact the data illustrates that one

out of wvery five black victims of a serious crime had an income of

together, 47 percent had incomes of less than $3,OOO.3

A Genersl Profile of the Victim

A general profile of the elderly victim 1llustrates the following
1. Nearly 65 percent of thosge persons who were victimized have
been Living in their present neighborhood for 10 years or more,

2. About 20 percent of those elderly persons surveved had coms

sort of physical disability that rastricts activity.

3. TYTorty-twoe percent of the victims depend primarily on social
security for their incomgo Another 27 percent derive their income
from some form of cmployment, full or part time. '
4.  About 13 pexrcent of ‘the victims were ﬁhysicallf injured in some

way as a direct result of crime committed against them.4;

i

The Crimes Commltted In Kansasg City

Table 1 illustrates a breakdown of the typés of crimes committed
dgainst the elderly victim in Kansas City. Buwglavy aﬁd‘Robbéry are

1istéd as the two most frequent crimes that nre'committed‘against the S

; 5ging victim}f

B A A O et A o ot €AY WY M HENMETIAMS R s e e e el s 4 g i owa 1 i RN L e ! i S T
. N . A ¥ . : . - I ¢
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TABLE 1

BREAKDOWN BY TYPES OF OFFENSE OF 1,831l CRIMES AGAINST
THE ELDERLY IN KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI*

Nuhber , Percent
Burglary 1,024 ' 55.9
Robbery " 450 24,6
Larceny 256 13.9‘
Assault 45 R 2.5
Fraud 42 , 2.3
Rape ' 5 , ' 0.3.
Homiqide ' | . 4 ' . 0.2
Other ; ; ] : | 0.3
Total 1,801 100.0
*Cerl Cunningham, Roguoing "¢ B8foct of Crimes agalnst the Aging,

Midwest Research Imstitute, Administration on Aging and Socilal
 Rehabilitation, Interim Report, 1974, unpublished, '

In compavrison to other age groups, Cunningham notes the following:

In Kansas City,; elderly persons living in the higher
crime areas of the city were victimized in 1873 by bur~
glary and robbery at a rate that was frequently three to
four times that of the rate of victimization of the same
crime for the younger population of the city at large.S

Crimes Committed apainst the Elderly
in Houston, TexasOd

»

In June of 1972 a Qictimization survey wasg conducted of'the aged in
thekHouston, Téxas area. The study was conducted by Raymond Forston
and James Kitchens, Professoré in Sociology at North Texas State
University: In the study the aging was defined as those persons 65
years’nnd ovey. The surﬁey conglsted of interviewa‘with 856 persons

of which 538 werc elderly.

B R T R P O A G ST S
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Before‘prbceeding it must be noted that the Texas survey uses data
from a victim survey, which is based on a personal interview, using the
interviewee's reports of having been criminally victimized. Tﬁis is
inportant since‘most people do not always report theilr victimization.
It might have specilal significance for the elderly because they may,
w;th age, be more alienated and frustrated with reporting their crimi~
nal victimization. Similarly they may bs less likely to report their
~victimization bhecause of a greater fear of retaiiation than their
ymdnger'counterparts. Consequently, the Texas study.filis'an imﬁorw .
tapt gap by utilizing the victimesurvey method for studying the elderly

’as victims,' | i

The findings of the study allows a comparison of certain:crimes
between those undex 65 years of age and thosc 65 yearsyéf age and
older. The élderly as Table 2 illustrates are not overwvictimized
in comparigon to their younger counterparts. But for certain‘crimesww
robbery, swindling, purse snatdhing, and homicide~=they are over=
victinized,

The elderly's victim profile further illustrates the hafure of
their victimization, ‘Blacks are more vidtimized than White and
Mexlcan Awmericans, For each of the séparate crimes; Blaéks lead -in
victimizatidh for rbbbery; bupglary, swindling, assault and murder}
Whites are highest for thefﬁ‘und pursemsnatchihg Qictimizatioh;an@‘

Mexican Americans have the highést victimization rate for autoftheﬂt.> 

i
3
!

'ﬁ;é
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TABLE 2

CRIMINAL VICTIMIZATION OF THE AGED IN THE HOUSTON
HMODEL NEIGHBORHOOD AREA

under 65 65 and over
All Crimes 41,7 , 29.8
Robbery : 4.7 | : . 5,6
Burglary | 13.8 | 7.
Auto Theft : 4.7 | 3.0
Thett | 10,0 . ~ 4.9
Swigdling’ ' : 2.2 | ' - 3.8
Pufse Snatching . 1.3 > e 3.2
Assault T : 3.5 | ‘ 1.3
Rape . | 2.5 o 0.0
Murder | ‘ ; .03" Sk " .08

Furthermore Table 3 reveals that aged wOomen are more Often‘crimi~ 

nally victimized than elderly men for all crimes combined and for bﬁrn ‘

.glarly and swindiing. This’is ﬁoﬁ because there ave genergllyfqore
elderly women, since the authors have selecﬁed thelr Sample evenly
betwécnimales and females, | o

In sum, it can be concluded that in the Houston area the elderiy

are not comparatively over-victimized for all crimes. However, for

some crimes they -are more iikely to be the Victims‘than their younger

counterpants. It must be stressed, however, that the data presented

can be generalized only‘to the Houston area,

T
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TABLE 3

VICTIMIZATION OF AGED BY SEX IN HOUSTON
MODEL NEIGHBORHOOD AREA

Aged Males Aged Females

All Crimes 260 o - 32.0

Robbery : : . | ' 5.1 | ’ 3.7 » ’

Burglary ) : 8.1 8.9 %.

Auto Theft L | 4.3 | 1.3 5

Theft o : 5.1 ' 4.7 o ;

Swinéling , 52.1 ‘ 5.1 A

Purse Snatching e | | 5.7 |

Assault ; . 1.3 o ’ 1.3 ’ ;

Rape ; ’ Somemoy - ' 0,0

Murder e e 0.0 | 1.3 SR

The Elderly in North Carolina .

- In“N'oifth'Cai?olina_._a* vkict':i)ni%zixtic_)‘r} study was recently compylef;:éd" that i

included thoée per‘sons ’ove‘r ;th’e' aée o'fb 65; It shmv_s‘.t)'iat”flhe' elderly

are less likeiy.tobbe victimizedi thz;m their younger‘.counteJﬁ.*paz"tfs:; Also

they. are Jb.e‘s‘s likely tov sutfer nultiple Victir‘n‘izatior;,., The results :

wers found to be 'significz&t at the .00l level, The vs'élmple used wafs - b ‘i

based on 1‘,145 rand‘omiy se:];ected ,reépondents.s V(Soe T.éx,;zlef 4) : “

R »
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TABLE 4

VICTIMIZATION BY AGE IN NORTH CAROLINA

. Under 26 26-~30 31=43 46-65 . Over G5

Totals

(R=139) (N=126) (N=336) (N=368) (N=154)
o 30,2 34,1 " 40.8 54,9 (_66.9) 46.9
1 28.8 31.7 95 .9 29.3 19.5 27.2

24 41.0 34,1 33,3 15,8 13.6 2579

———

X%=84,96, sign.=,001, v=19, c=,27

The Elderly in a Boston Housing Project

A study conducted by Deborah Blumin on a South Boston Housing Project
showed that the elderly were generally the least teo be victimized in come
parison to other ege groups., Furthermore, the elderly's multiple victim~
dzation was lower than other age groups. (See Table 5) HMultiple viee~
timization refers to the total number of crimes Commited uguinsi che

person.

The Elderly's Victimization in Three Types
of Housing in the Boston Area

A receinitly conducted survey of the elderly in three types of housing

in the Boston.area resulted in the following table:

“TABLE 6

ELDERLY 'S VICTIMIZATION BY TYPE OF
RESIDERCE TN PERCENTAGES

Total Wo. T Eiderly " Fanily T Area Wom
of Crimes .~ . Project Project o Project
0 ' 79.6 45,1 69,8
1 120 25,2 20,3
2 4.0 15,3 L 3.4

2

0.8 : 4.5 2,97 :
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TADLE 5

B

NUMBER AND PERCENT OF VICTIMIZATIONS BY AGE WITHIN CRIME CATEGORIES
- IN A BOSTON HOUSIKG PROJECT* Dt

WEIGHTED SAMPILE = 598

All Crimes Crimes Crimeés not - ‘ Property Damage/

against the Person against the Person Destruction

|
, )
Rumber of  y9.30-| 40-59. 80 or }%19—39. 40-59 80 o y9.39 40-59 80 Or y9.39 4050 69 or

Crimes ’ Older Older . Older Clder

e 75 59 94 \ |{ 173 166  |166 3113 123 (152 115 82 - 117
40% | 32% \ 53% 87%  84% | 904 55%  63%- 81% 599  49% . 65%

1 , 36 30 32 13 1% 1z - 38 23 21 .31t 31 25
18% | 16%  18% 7%  10% £% 18%  12%  11% 168% . 7%  14%

2 9 | 23 12 6 - 1 : 25 13 2 ¢ 15 @9
5% | 129% 7% 3% 1% % 13% 7% 1% 5% 8% 5%

3 of more 68 73 a1 | 8 12 ) 5o 27 37 12 . 41 49 30
36% | 3%  23%, 4% 6% ' 3% 13%  19% &% 219  26%  17%

¥ kK
Total 188 ! 185 179 | 200 188 185 204 185 187 196 187 181

100%  99% 101% . 101% 101% 100%  100% 101%  99%  101% 100%  101%

i
1

T
#Blumin, Deborah, Victims: A Study of Crime in 2 Boston Housing Projecct (Boston: Mayor's Safe

Street Act Advisory Committee, 1373). (unpublished)
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The general conclusion ig that those older persdns Living in family
projects are more affected by crime thén tﬁose living in exclusiVer
elderly housing projects, o; area non-public hoﬁsing. The reason for
this can be sumnarized as a conszquence of increased exposure to . |

delinquency in the family project.

The Elderly's Victimization Nationally
'Finéliy} Table % illﬁstrates‘a'national victimization survey con=
‘ducted by Philip Ennig for the President's_Commissioh on Law Enforcee
men£ and Administration of Justice. Aggin the elderly are shown td_be , '
10

- the least victimized on a national basis,

TABLE 7

ATIONAL CRIME RATES FER 100,000
POPULATION BY SEX AND AGE

Crimes 10-19 20-29 30-39 40~48  50-~59 6O+

Males _ | |

Part I 951 5,924 - 6,231 5,150 4,231 3,465

Part IT 1,656 10,408 11,172, 10,565 © 7,979 4,343
Femaleg : - k ' :

Part I 334 2,424 1,514 1,808 1,182 1,052

Part II 1,460 4,989 4,540 4,152 3,396 2,102

In-conclugion, this‘chapter has attempted to illustrate the crimes Lo

-committed against the elderly by introducing data from various studies,

The data, in total, suggests that the elderly ave not over-victimized
- in conparison to othcr'age‘groups, A closer lock at victimiza%ibn,.

5

however, hag revealed that the older person is move likely to be vice

timized for certain crimes than the‘younger perSon‘in an urban environment.
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Yet it has not been the exclusive purpose to simply show the signifi-
cance or insignificahce of crimes against older persons. 'Rather, the
data has been utilized to illustrate and introduce the reader to the
varying characteristics of the victim, the types of crimes that are
‘committed, and the eldérly's‘cOmparative victimization with other age
fgfoups‘ In the remaining chapters the data will be further utilizéd,
in addifion to other'stafistical evidence, to illustrate the elderly's

victimizstion.
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"mitted against all age groups. According to the Uniform Crime Reports,

‘paration, which can reflect an older and more profegsional criminal.

At
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WHO IS THE OFFENDER? -

The nost distressing aspect to crime against the elderly'is the fact

that it is the young who are victimizing’the old., It is the adolescent
male who finds the elderly person a guitable victim for his delinquent
behavior, Perhaps the juvenile delinquent seeks thé easiest possible
victim because he ig so unprofessidﬁal. Certaihly it iskthe elderly
that hag all the characteristics for an easy 'mark," |

In the Kansas City. study, statistics show over half of all the stsw %

pects, in the 1,831 cages studied, were known or estimated to have been

atill in their teens, "Another 24 percént of the suspectg were in their

twenties, In sum, 77 percent wore under 30 years of age.l (See figurel)
N -
The g¢tatistice for youthful offenders that commit crimes against the : %
_elderly are higher than the national average percentage for crimes com- Co 4

35.4 percent were under 18 yedrs of age for cities with g‘population'of
2,500 or,mofe persons.z ‘Thus, a éomparison of the Kansas’City offender
profile with the national offender pfofile léads.to # differént picture
as to who commits crimes against the eiderly,‘ Clearly there is stcw

thing very significant about the Kansas Clty data, since such a high

proportion of crimes are committed by the adolescent ..

Again if we ook at the Kansas'City data’in'figure 1, burglars seen

to be younger than robbers. Robbery may require more courage and pre=- e b

28 S :
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, 30
. Howaver, $ome of that preparation may be qulected in purse snatching,
which consists of 68 percent of the larceﬁy figures shown,  In part, 4
"this is further cohfirmed by the Uniform’Crime Reports which indicate ‘
*that young people are generally involved in vandalism, burglary, and
larceny; versus violent crimes against the person.3 Also, 1t ig the ' i
older offender who is more limﬂyﬁobecome involved with crimes of

fraud against the elderly.

TABLE 1
CITY ARRESTS BY AGE, 1972% | b
. Offense Charged ungiisls é:?ﬂzsgi Total

Total 1,526,201 4,430,106‘ 5,956,307 -
Percent 25.6 74.4 100. §5
Yivienl Cilnc No, 60,601 195,708 254;309 if
Percent 23.8 76.2 100, ii
Property Ciime No, 485,661 462,051 947,712 ;j
Percent ' 51,2 48.8 100, i
Hniform Crime Reports for the United States, 1972.(Federa1 Bureau of _ g:
Investigation, Washington, 1973, p. 135, : ;3
¢ To‘illustrate, it is the typical young offendér wvho 1s more | ’ ?
inélined to work with‘fri@ﬁds or‘in gangs, In general he travels on , ;
foot to commit his offense, which means that he is likely to operate ré
in or around‘his neighborhood. - Usually the decision to .commit the g
criminal act was done on the spur of the moment, "Itm Just walking §
down the’street and a couple of friendsrsdy, lley do you want té break §

| into a house with us, I say OK if it's a gocé hit."4; Usually he is "i
: ' . 3

not desperate for mnnéy, and probably not vary experienced. His %

Sy

P St

' k N ~inexperience makes the eld'erly pefson his ideal victim., - gt

G
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victimize other Blacks is confirmed here.

31
Clearly, to the adolescent,the act of victimizing the elderly

repregents an easy "mark." In Boston's family public housing project,
where many elderly persons are located, the juvenile delinguent doecs
not have to travel too far to commit his griminal offense., This isg
conﬁirmed, in part, by Schafer when hé notes the significance of the
radius betwqen the criminal and his victim: "When gpatial factors
are considered in connection with the relationship oﬁ the'victim'to
nis criminal, victim-risks are indicated,"”

) As far as the race of the offender involved with crimes against
the elderly, figufe 2 reveals that in the Xansas Citykaréa ﬁhe

offenders were predominantly Blaékoﬁ

It must also be noted that the
victims were also predominantly Black. Fufthermore, it is important
to.note that this chart represents the percentage breﬁkdown by racial
categories‘cf knovn suspects. In the majority of burglavy caseé,
there were no suspectsdeveloped at all.  Consequently the statiétical
profile of the offendgr‘s race does not present a staftling effect of
the crime problem, becauge the assumption that Blacks ar; likely to
o )

Yet besides the race of the offender involved with crimeé against
the elderly, thore is somethingkvery significant‘about the number of

offenders‘that are in their teeng. Thisg relatibnship has caused one

. Boston Housinpg Authority Policeman to observe that S0 percent of the

crimes he has seen and investigated are "committed by kids."®
In short, what seems to be confirmed here is that most crimes
, e
againgt the elderly are committed by the youthful offender. The

~typlcal crime might involve a youth snatching tho purse of an

L
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elderly woman, However, where the typical criminal motive is involved,

{there is perhaps something even more significant than the youth's age.

That is, the juvenile involved with the purse snatching is not simply

SRR SN

satisfied with obtaining the purse., There 18 an added compulsion to

ot e e 3

push the elderly person in the process of obtaining the item sought.

The unusual genselessness of this type of crime is further exemplified

e by other deviant acts committed by the juvenile against the elderly

D

poenrson . 'Clearly there is something sighificant about the relationship

g

between today's adolescent and the older individual. RS PR
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CHAPTER VI
THE PSYCHO~SOCIAL RBASIS TOR THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN THE JUVENILE DELINQUENT AND THE
BLDERLY VICTIM

In order to begin the understanding of the relationship between
the aging victim and the juvenile delinquent, one ought to review
Talcott farson's'theory on aggression, The psycholo-social elements
involved s discussed by Parsoninan article entitled "Certain Pri-

mary Sources and Patterns of Aggression in the Social Structure of

the Western Wcrld."l Essentially Parson develops a theory which

bases the individual's aggression on the relationship between the
mothey andkchild. According to this theory, the son Brows up’feél~
ing a parental bond betwden him and hig mother,z When pubérty ATrives,
'he strives for masculine idenﬁificntion. But, charactaristicallv. the
male adoloécent in the lower class does not usually have a father
immadiaﬁely nvai%qble in -which he can identify with, Ingtead he

seeks masculine identification through‘various péycho~socia1 fuhc~
tioﬁs. Socially he may seek qualitieé which are‘¢onsidcred to he
tough aﬁd masouline, S Psychologleally, he may seek a replacement for
thewhostility that,he‘feels toward the paréntal bond between him and
his mother. The adolescent male at this polnt is rebelling against
the foemale qualitics of his’mother,‘ Tﬁis usuélly occﬁrs by seeking

a "scapegoat" for the adolescent's agpression towards his mother,?

34,.
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According to Parson:

If the father or mother or sibling cannot be overtly hated,
a symbolically appropriate object outside the circle of
persons who must be loved is chosen and gratification of
the impulse indirectly secured.....The result is that the
individual tends either to react aggressively, without
being able to control himself, in situations which do not
call for it at all, or to overact far more violently than
the situation calls for,9

, Cleafly, among other factors, the psycho=socizl elements of the juvenile

delinquent's development attraéts hiim to some sort of substitute figure,
which Parson refers’to as the‘"dispiacemént" of aggression ofi & "scape=
goat," It is viewed, consequently, that tha‘scapegoat is often thev
élderly person,  And that it is ﬁ result of the jﬁvenllcskpsycho~social

environment that he feels a decp resentment against the older person.

Lewis Yablonsky, in his book The Violent Gang, obgerves and somer

- qn-rwwnr-n{nv‘ AR

wh&t validated Parson's theory on the displacemeni o Fadavasndots

Jhas particular significance since Yablonsky's observations relate to

the relationship between the juvenile delinqueht and the ‘elderly

victim:

Although the evidence 1s inconclusive, there are indications
that violentegang attacks upon adult "strangers" are a dis-
, placement of aggression toward the youths' own parents. I
‘ran a series of role-playing sessions with a violent-gang
youth who apparently "enjoyed" mugging and purse-snatching
from old women. At one point the boy commented that the
women he selected, Meeaeall looked 1ikc my old ]ady

In addition to Parson's theory, Simone de Beauvoir in her book

""Phe Coming of Agc"7'develops.a psycho~soclal perspective for viewing

soclety's resentmehtf and consequently its aggression, against the

;éiderlv. Acrordingly, Freud is ciLcd in digcubslng the 1elationship L

that OXLStS bctWecn the young and the old.

¥
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The son respects his father, admires him, would like to

identify himself with him and even take his place: this
last wish gives rise to hatred and fear,  The heroes of myth
always rise up against thelr father and end by killing him,
In reel life the killing is symbolical...... Where the

. antagonism exists, it is not wutual; it is active in the son,
taking the form of aggression and. resentment, but gencrally
speaking it doeg not appear in the father, This aggressive
sexunl regentment undoubtedly provides the framework for
the development of the one~way relationship of the young
with the old.”

In other words, it may be this "one-way relationship' that exists
betwgen the young and the old that contributes to aggreésive'behavior.
The concept is not new, since Schafer mentions that resenfment may be
one of the factors that contribute Lo the elderly's Vict:m:vation,,
becauée "shey may be egotistic énd’thus irritate tbe younger generss
tion."g Furthermore; the adolescent may resent that the elderly pere-
son is nqﬁwponforming in hié dréss’and manners. The adolescent is
socialiieﬁ to Yook up tu youch£“§“cp; aadothat which is beautiful;
-Aiso, he isrpérhaps socialized to look dovm upéﬁ fhe oldér person, who
‘is.weak and in his point of vieﬁ "ugly." ‘Thé‘cohditioﬁing effect that
an industrialized sdciety places on its adéleseentsvﬂeeplynrelétqﬁ;t;“
the resentment that‘is aggresSivel& committed on those who'gre ﬁnfofn
tunate enough to be old,

Resentment; therefore, is rationalized as one.éf the elements that
contribute to‘tho adoloscént's séleotion of the élderly victiﬁ; The
resentment is’£Urthermore a product of the juvenile's environment,

which ¢ontributes to fhe psycho;sbcialkdhérdctaristicskon'fhe part of
\'the dclinqhenﬁ 1ndivid§a1.~‘Thus one_cah further suggest that there is-

a speciel ralutiQnShip that exists baged on fﬁo‘factorsfin the development

x
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of the juvenile delinquent., The first factor is %hat of external social- .

ization; whereby the child is exposed to elements outside of the family.

+ The second factor consists of internal soclalization; whereby the family

influences the psycho-social development of the child,
In the external socializing condition, the adolescent is almost bome=
barded with society's attitudes toward the elderly. This is most com~

monly achleved through the media, which features the young and not the

old, It is also achieved by the child witnessing society's rejection

of‘fhe elderly person in which the older individual is forced into a

deprived and hopeless situation,
In the internal socializing cohdition, the adolescent male is sub-
Jected to resentment and aggression against his parents, hecause of

varioug alienating factors which result in a breakdown in communication.

As a vesult of this,the adolescent secks a substitxte for his deep-seated

aggression by seeking the élderly parson, :

Othenitheorisﬁé, in part, confirm the.éffbct of externalzand‘internal ‘

socialization in producing aggression and resantmeﬁt by‘the‘jhvénilé

delinquent towards the elderly victim. Albert Cohen in his hook Deline

~

¥

quent'Bovs9 viéws4the WOrking~cLassquy‘as frusﬁrated with the déhimant"
1niddlo~class value‘systém. inrorﬁer to achie?e sﬁcceégyamong;his peer;.
group, thc working‘class youth seeks an'alternative vélﬁe system that
rejects the respectabyékﬁiddlewclass‘value syétem. The vaiueréystém,.
thérefbra,‘causes the‘youth ts aémﬁé thé antithesis of middle~01&55'
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The middle=class value. system rewards and encourages

the rational cultivation of manners, courtesv and per-~
sonality.

The middle~class ethic emphasizes the control of
physical aggression and violence, which are subversive,

on the one hand, of good personal relations with as
many people as possible.lo

Therefore, one can suggest that crimes committed against the elderly
person display a lack of "rational cultivation of manners and cour=
tesy." Also, it further reflects the youth's inability to countrol his

physical aggression,

Similarly, Cloward and Ohlin classify delinquent gangs according to

the subcul ture concept.ll In pheir view: A delinq&ent subculture is
one in which certnin>fofms of,deliﬁquent activity are essentinl require~
‘ments for the performance of the dqminant rolesg supported by the sub=
culture."r2 One of the types of delinquent gangs thaf develop is the
“"conflict gang''; whereby participation in acts of violence becomes an
important means for securing status. It is this type cf gang:that
probably has its moéﬁ dramatic affec? upon the‘eldérly vicfim,
kFQrtﬁermore, Bloch and- Hiederhoffer related’the adolescent period
as "a phase of striving férrthe attaiﬁment‘of adult status.'13 The
ﬁdolescent’s’idéntity crisis and his‘accoﬁpanying parenfal rebellion
1éads to delinquent behavior. This‘béhavior, becaﬁéé'df the yo&th's
rejection, qonflict, and stress with an adult figure, may manifést itw

self by secking the'elderly person as a victim.
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CHAPTER VIX

THE CONSEQUENCES OF CRIME AGAINST
: THE ELDERLY

This chapter is an attempt to review the consequencesbof crime
againsgt the elderly victim Dby looking at (1) the economiea;{impact,
(%) the physical impact, (3) the psychological fear, and (4) the

desire for migration.

The Economical Impact

Consider the case of Mrs. R, an elderly woman living on $2,000, g

o

year. She recently lost $20, when her purse was snatched in a busy
downtown aréa of Boston. The loss amounts to bne percent of her
income., In contrast, ii we wete vu cumpuie her loss with someone
earning $20;000, a year, it would equal,$200, fhe person making
$20,000.1cou1d probably absorb the loss without any great financial
difficulties, but Mrs. R is not as fortunate. She is barély‘making
énds meet and 1s consequently at a much greater‘losé; What will ’
probably oqcur; because Qﬁ Mrs. R's vietimization, is that she will be
forced to do withoutjﬁéslé gssgntials;' qutherﬁore} fhe'pérsoﬁ'making
$20,000. probably has some‘soft éf‘insurénce’ﬁo’cover_the‘loss; if‘not,’
he caA‘deduct it from his income tazes., But Mrs; R, uhforfunately, does
’nﬁ;t have thnse'optio;s; | |
kkIn'thé Kanéas»City study, the median,losé from'burglqry, for oxamplé,
is estimgted 59 $96; for'the»eldcrly victim,. This ccnsequently hﬁs duite
serious'implications, since,67'pérécnt of the black victims, and 47'perm‘;w

cent of the white victims, have an annual income of below $3,000, annu~

ally.l 39
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’ ) " Cunningham makes the following observation in relating the signifi-

cance of the amount of cash in the home as related to the burglary:

The nature of the losses from burglary.... reflect s
. prevailing tendency of the elderly poor to keep amounts
of cash in the home that are large, rclative to their
income and total worth, There seems to bhe working here
two major factors: . general lack of familiarity with or
trust in banks, and the difficulty of many of the elderly , ;
who need the service most in reaching a bank, Some of , :
the victims report difficultly in cashing personal checks
-in the inner city, which adds to the difficulty.2

S
1)
u

L,

2 R

Similarly robbery resulted in a median loss of $37.70 in the Kansas

Ciﬁy area, In over half of the victimization cases cash was the propexty

0

stolen.  However, especially in'the case of robber& the crime 1s not , 4

limited to just the thoft of property, it also includes some sort of

physical indury,

Another type of crime; that is mainly economic in impact, is the
RS crime of fraud. Acoosdlng tu Ulie Lwuslon study, persons 65 and over
- were likely to be victimized at a rate of 3.8 percent, That rate is

sonmewhat higher than those under 65, who were victimized at a rate of ‘ ' i

2.2 percent, As with other crimes, fraud probably rates high in its

¢conomic impact, since the older individual is actively sdught by the B

‘ IS
professional swindler.”

The Physical Impa@t
Robbery by definition is a crime of Qiolence sinco it ig divected
 '.against the individual. It is the stealing or téking of anything of
value from a person by force,jviclgnce,;or‘fear.e According té‘the
Kansas City;daﬁa, Table 1, robbery victling suffered physicai injury

~a

quite frequently. Of the 450 robberics that occurred to the elderly,
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- 48 percent were with weapons and 52 percent were by strongarm methods.

No. of Percent
Victimsg of Victins
" Nature of Robhery |
Strongarm robbery~ T 206 » ~45.87
Armed robbery ‘ 186 - | 41.3
Attempted armed ropbery 3 ’ o 50 ’ i ’6.7
Atyémpteélst;éﬁgaf; robbery . ) 28 B ‘ | 6.2
Total .-% o o 450 o 100.0
Injuries Received by Vietim
during Robbery
one o 26 9.2
Minor % ; . e8 - s
~Moderate . ' S : 54’ - o . 12;0
Severe : ) e | ~ B l 29 - Ju | ’;  6,4
Death ’ ‘ 2 | a4
Undetefmined,( ‘ = R o : ’   4~;2 
rotal .. S as0 . 100.0

T
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The sad fact is, however, that about 40 percent of the elderly citizens

victimized suffered from some sort of physical injury as a result of

the crime.7

TABLE 1

NATURE O ROBBERY OFFINSES AND PHYSICAL INJURIES
RESULTIRG TO THE ELDERLY VICTINk

*Cunningham, Carl,. Reducing the Effect of Crimoes againét‘the Aﬁiﬂﬂ
{Kansas City, Misgsouri Midwest Rescarch Institute, Interim Report,-
_1974) : s TR ,
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Yet, it would be a mistake to simply interpret the raw statistics

as 1s because of the great physical conseqﬁences for the elderly as

a reéult of the injury. In comparison to their yoﬁn;er counterparts,
the older pergon is less likely to recover from thé'physical brutality
of the criminal act,. ‘And Just ag the economical impact is different
for a working pérson thaﬁ it is for a retirved %epson, so too is the
physical impact. For example, 1f an elderly pergon is knockcd to the
ground, he-is likely fo suffer a broken bone as a result of the act.
He_is also likely to reguire extensive hospitilization due to his
victimization. In contrast, the younger person,if knocked to the -
ground, 1s less likely to suffer the effects of the ériminal act.,
Rarely will extensive hospitilization be required for the younger
vietim, Thus, because of the elderiy's physical‘vuinerability, they
et 2 - are morxre likely tofbe affectcd-by the consequence:s ol the physival

impact of crime.

The Psychological Fear

It seems to he quite épparent that one of thé égé results of bur~‘u
“glaries, robberles, and assaults ig a psychological fear which is
deéply imbedded in the minds of'the elderly.g',This fear consequently
restricte the elderly's frecdom of.movemcnf and activity. Fear is e

obviously one of the most serious oifects of crime that is generated

from the eldérly’s victimizatilon,
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Table 2 lists the extent of voluntary restriction in activity as a

result of the peneralized fear of the burglary experience in Kansas

: . 3
City. Specifically 45 percent of the total 860 burglary victims _ §
Interviewed reported that they did not go places anymore or engage §
in certain activities because of crime.9

TABLE 2
THE ELDERLY 'VICTIM'S REACTIONS TO THE ' ' E
BURGIARY EXPERIENCE IN KANSAS CITY* ‘ ‘ ;
' ' L
Do Not Go Places for No. of o Percent | ,é
TFear of Crime Victims of Victims 4
No y 473 - | 55.0 ;
E . * Py 25 T
Yes i 378 f _45.0 —
Total = | , 860 100.0 s

*Carl Cunningham, Reducing the Effect of Crimes against the Aging, 3
Midwest Pesearch Institute, Administration on Aging and Social . K A
Rehabilitation, Interim Report, 1874, unpublished. o

The viciim's reactiod to the robbery experience is shown in Table
3. About 39 pércent of the victims reacted with'general fear and
¥ ‘ . '

nervousness, ‘Furthermoré“ 62.8 percent incregsed security preCautiohé
as a rosult ofsfhe feér‘creatéd by the victimizatién expéricnceflo

In contrﬁst vhe National Opinion Research Center's national sufvef
" shows thaf'pefsonai éxperience with criminal victimization apparently

tends td‘heighten the individual's concern about the robbery and bur=~

: - 13
- glary ezperience.
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TABLE "3

THE ELDERLY VICTIM'S REACTIONS TO THE ROBBERY
EXPERIENCE IN KANSAS CITY*

fleactions VNioc.t ic;fs ofP c\/ricceéxit;ns
Nervous/General fear 104 38.8
Eféect of injuries sustained : & L - 28,7.
Increased personal security . 43 16,0
Moved or éold business | 23 o 8.6
Concern for property ‘ 6 7 ?"2.2
Angry and resentful | S 5 , 1.9
Acquired weapons for defense . R 2 i~ .8
Afraid of beiﬁg alone ' 2 | .8
ﬂnspacified J 6 k , T 2,2
Total , f 268 | 100,0

#Carl Cunningham, Reducing the EBffect of Crimes against the Aging,
Midwest Research Institute, Administration on Aging and Social

- Rehabilitation,; Interim Report, 1874, unpublished,

TABLE 4

CONCERN OF VICTIMS AND HON-VICTIMS ABOUT BUﬁGLARY OR
' ROBBERY =~ AS LISTED IN THE NATIOFHAL
- OPINJION RESEARCH CENTER SURVEY*

Worry nbcut Burglary or Robbery TVictim : Nonvictim
Males : |
Worriad : Go - 59
Hot worried ‘ 81 ' AL
, ' : ‘ 100 - 100
Females . . : :
 Worried R SR 84 e 71
Yot woriiod ‘ Co A6 ; 2 Y
~ 100 L - 118

¥Philip Evnig, Criminal Victimization in the United States, A Report of
& Nationnl Survey, National Opinion Research Center, Chicago, 1967, pp.77
79, - R ~ ~ , ,
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. , However, it might be assumed that the comparison with NORC (National 1
. * 'J)

Opinion Research Center) is somewhat unfair, in applying it to the é

elderly victim, because the elderly's soc{iization to crime is quite

®

different than their younger counterparts. The youhger poxrson who

5
3
«

grows up in today's urban environment might be socialized to accept

crime as one of the many hazards in life. Ina senée, many younger
Americans’have been conditioned to live with crime and not to fear it.
But the older American, who may remember the ''good old days,” might
néﬁ be socialized to accept crime. To himfcrime is a phenomenon which
has recentiy occurred with the yodnger generation; ‘Therefore, the
elderly individualkmay féel that he is in great danger as a consequence ; ; ;é
of the times. ' : L : B
This may further relate to the elderly's.steréotyped image of the
offender. In any’cenyer city area; it can be observed that older
peréons.will generally avoid walking on the same side of the street
us a youhger person of the oppbsiﬁe race. This is confirmed by
Yablohsky vhen he related one youth's experience Qith the elderly'§
fqar: :"i was walking across the street.and this‘pld lady started to
run as if she was scared to death,"*2
In‘s@m, as a conseqﬁenée of crime, the elderly person may~exﬁerim 2 : ‘ o

ence a significant amount of fear.

.

The fear may result in what may
be called as "death at an early age'; whereby the older person barri-

o cades himself in his apartment during the day as well as at night,

-
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‘The Desire for Migration

According to the Presidentfs Commission on Law Enforcement and
« Administration of Justice, the fear of crime may result in the
following: '
Fear of crime makes many people want to move their

homes, In the four police precincts surveyed for the

Commisgsion in Boston and Chicago, 20 percent of their

citizens wanted to move becausc of the crime in their

neighborhoods, and as many as 30 percent wanted to

move out of the highest crime rate district in

Boston 13

I'or the elderly citizen migration may represent two dimensions:
First, a long standing attachment with the neighborhood which pre-
~vents Nim from leaving a high crime area; and second, a desire to
Jeave but a lack, of financilal resources to afford to move from one's
noighborhood, It is because of this that in any urban area where g
migration pattern develops, because of increzsing crime, the elderly
are often the last to move,

For the elderly person who has gpent gix decades in his neighbore

hood, a change represents a sudden departure from how thingd uséd,to

he. The‘elderly person consequently ignores the gradual decay cof the

¥

community with its increase in crime andadelinquency.

The elderly person who hag been affected by crimé, and beCausé of
the experiencé is desivous of leaving; camiot leavc dﬁe to the fact
rthat costs for him 3re prohibited. If the eldoriy'perSOn should own
his own home, he cannot afforé to sell it~=~since its worth Qbuid be
minimal due to the depressed nature of the community, If he renﬁs,

1t is likely that the apartment will be rent controlled, since he

-
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has occupiled the same dwelling for a long period of time, In short,
the éad consequences of crime against the eldprly ig further vreflected
in tﬁe fact that the older individual is’the least able to migrate from
his crime-~engaged community. .

In conclusion one may suggeﬁt that the elderly's victimization is
not limited to the criminal act itself? Victimization does have
broader consequences for those who may suffer from the brutality of
the criminal act, An act which may cause serious financial loss; an
adtvwhiéh may further instill psychologically damag;ng fear; and an
act whiqh causes ‘the elderly to desire the abandonment of their homés‘
in which their most cherished meméries may exist., The act is by no

means limited to the above examples; because, there are other conse-

\quences of crime which have yet to be uncovered, Thus, the criminal
cact itself is a broad and quite serious source of suffering for the

‘elderly citizen in today's gociety.
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CHAPTER VIIIX

A GENERAL HYPOTHESIS ON VULNERABILITY

Thig is a chapter on vulnerabllity in general and how it‘applies
to the elderly victim, It is based in part on the previbus chapters
which consistqntly suggests that the élderly are more often victims
of crime because of their vulnerability. The hypothesis is that an
elkderly person will be susceptible to victimization because of vari~
ous factors that attract him’to the criminal offender. It is thus
an attempt to explain o, ériminological phienomenon that occurs to the
elderly person in today's urban, industrialized society.

‘As with any hypothesis, there are factors which conform to the

general rules of the model presented, These factors suggest that

s

he 2ldnely's victimiration may or may not increase due to certain

factors.  For cxample, it will be cited that the elderly may be less

victimized because thoy are less exposed to the crimiﬁal element;

since they sgpend more time indoors than theilr younger counterparts.

What is examined here is the factor of eéhosedwenvironmcntal vilneys
ability; ohe 5f the many,facto*g that will be’useé te illustrate the
vakying aspects of vulnerability. |
In a sense; the hypothesis that is sugpested ig not féaily that

new, For inétance, ingurance ¢ompanles have deveoloped detailed
analyses .of risk«factors in setting rates fdr insufance,policies,
Iloweveyr, there has yot to be & detailed analysis on the individual's
Victiméfisk which entails his vulnerability to various criminal,acts;

. -

48
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Therefore, in order to complete the gap tﬁat éxists between identifying
a phenomenon, and explaining it, a generai hypothesis on vulnerability
-isvsuggested.

The hypothesis of vulnerabflity is divided into four main cate-
gories: (1) Environmental vulnerability, which consists of exposed,
social and stru;tural factors; (2) economic vulnerébility, which con~
sigts of the mbtivating factors in committing crimes againét property;
(3)>physical vulnerability, which éonsists of the individual's Weakn
néés in preventing the criminal act} and (4) psychological vulner-
ability, which may increase the person's susceptibility to victimiza-=

tion,

Environmental Vulnerability

In this section we wilf discuss three factors to environmental wvul-~
-nerability: (1) exposed, (2) social, and (8) structural.

Exposed Vulnérability

If one is in the presence of a criminal offender, there is the
essential elements df exposed vulnerability. The qdncebt of eXbosure
is egsential tqwardsyﬁormulatingflhfpothesis on'vulnerﬁbili%y, because -,
witﬁout beihg exposed the criminal act cannot be performéd. Thercforg,
exposed viulnerability réfers to the pﬂysical presence of. the cfiminal
6ffcnder. |

It must be noted; to'offset‘any sort of ccnfnsidn, ﬁhat the cxrimi-
| nél offenaér éan be the’victim'himse}f~mif:he‘is responsible er ﬁhé

1 Without getting into the~technicalities of the inter-

eriminal act.
action. between victim~prgcipitated,cfime, it can be¢ agsumed. that there

are certain physical requirements inherent to the criminal act.
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These physical requlrements require the victim to be exposed toa

doer in order that the criminal act can occur. Reckless suggests

1"

.

"the doer-victim model," which accordingly, illustrates that 'the

doer seems to gravitate to vulnerable persons or to seek them out."z
In relation to the elderly, the chances for exposed vulnerability

are pgreatest because their Qumulative years of exposure are groater

than that of youngor persons. hnotherwdrds, G5 years of exposure to-

a oriminél element in a community is likely to increasse their lifetime

vﬁinerability over a person. who ﬁas been exposed for twenty-five ycars. 

As a result, crime is increasing for one's lifetime, because one's life
4"is being prolonged.’ And, conseqdéntly, the chances of eXposed vulner-

abllity is greater,

—y

rd . -

lThe exposure elemegt to %*%Ypbthesis of vulnerabilitv . has apnthar
facet to it, This aspect states. that the elde?ly are less victimized
bacause they ére less exposed tovthe_crim%nal‘elemeht. The Boston and ‘
‘Nofth Carolina data in part seems to confimm ﬁhisxﬁfpothesis.‘ Basically
fhe assﬁm%tion 1s that because an elderly parson spends less time oﬁ the
styeet,‘he is likely po be victimized. The elderly'persoﬁ.usually deoes
not have to go to and’ffom Qork. The older person may be physically
 less capabie,of leaving the house as often ﬁs his younger éountefparts.
leAsva'rosult, there 1s clegrlj less exposed vulherability on the part
of the older’individual. If anything, one might assume that exposed
‘Vulnerability is probably at a‘minimum for the older person when com-~

pared to the more active life of the younger working individual.
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Revertheless, the unfortunate fact is ?hat éxposed vulnerability
is increasing for the elderly hecause they are situated in the center
éities, which are the areas with the highest crime rate, while the
younger person is usu;lly located in the suburbs where exposed vul-
nerability is not as great. In general the poor suffer from greater
exposed vu}nerability than the miédle-class‘or the rich.3

Despite this, the elderly person in an urban areé has systematicaliy
regula?ed his exposed vulnerability, becéuse of his incfeasing’awure-
néés'of crime. The regulating may consist‘of no longér goling out at
night, riding buses and’subways~less frequently, And generally avoid-
ing any sort of contact with wha€>may bc'considered the criminal ele~

4 - : .
ment, For instance, in Boston'g downtown area, it can be generally

observed that women today do not carry handbags. The reason for this

may be partially due to the changing styles,on the part of younger
women, -But for older womén, it clearly représants a desire to avoid
exposed-environmental vulnerability.

~ In contrast another factor to exposed vulnerability, which increases

the elderly's victimizatioh, is their perception of the criminal element

in their community., If the older person has not yet been traﬂmatizéd :
by the crimtnal act -~ he may perceive‘of hig neighborhood as being

’ g B '
devoid of crime.

An excellent example of how an elderly person may not percoive of

his exposed vulnerability is illustrated by Morton Hunt in his book

The Mugging -~ which is the study of the murder of an elderly man,

Alexander Hoimer: {(The scene describegd takes place in the South Bronx

of New York.)
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He had continued to live and to wander sround in an
area where predators were coming to abound, and where
his personal traits marked him out as poten®ial prey.
The Melrosc neighborhood had become distinctly danger-
ous during the past five to ten years particularly that
part of it a few blocks to the south of his residence,
but he stubbornly (or perhape blindly) remained in the
apartment he has been in foxr twenty-five years and, in
search of his meager ration of social contact and his
bargain groceries, kept taking long walks down Melrose
Avenue, past the decaying side-streets, past groups of
street~-corner loungers, and past the dark, urinous door-
ways and vacated stores that were the hangouts of loczl
pashers and junkies.....6 Even 1f the thought of robbery
did oceur to him from time to time, he had Little per-
sonal reason Lo think of it as involvirng physical

. brutality, for yeers ago, in his rounds as a milkman, he
had been robbed twice without being hurt.?

Clearly it is the exposed vulnerability that‘increased~the‘chanées
for Alexander Helmer's criminal victimizatién, because he perceived of
his community as being like the good old'day5m~~relatively safe, he
could not and did not rélate to his exposed vulnerabiiity.

The reverse may also be true. Llderly persons who have no ieéason

to believe that their exposed vitlnerability is increasing~~may act as

e ey
PSR
ALY

1L there'is a change in the cbmmunity Which ﬁéigh@éngﬂthéir suscep-

, tibility, whgn there really is not. The reéson‘for this'may be due
to the média which hag increased their’awareness of crime in general.
Conséquehtly, éhey ére more fearful--and willl generally avold being
expdsed té anyone:&ho might pbssibly commit a criﬁinal act, A good
example of this ig ﬁotcd~by Yablongky in bbserving the followigg

_comnent by one’yoﬁthfﬁl gang menber: ’"I was walking aérOSs,thg
street qnd this old lady started to 1un. :i didn'f do anything, VI‘

'Just locked at her and she‘startéd to run as if she was scared to

 death.,..She aimost foll down running aWay,"B‘
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In criminological literature, many of the theoretical principles
in victimology are based on_the concepts igvolved with exposed vulner-
ability. Reckless notes for example that the availability of "certain
gategories of persons...seem‘to dttract criminal victimization."9
Similarly, Schafer suggests "thpt intense and frequent contact among

! which results in a "rela-

people increases the likelihood of‘clashesf
tively high frequency of criminal homicides and aggravated assaults
in smaller commmities."10 Ag a result, many have assumed that the

time of day, the day of the week, and the season of the year relate to

, thevextent of criminal victimlization.

In relation to the elderly, the Beston data as woll as the Kansgas

City data has resulted in zsome preliminary conclusions that show the

“extent of exposed vulnerability the greatest on check day, which occurs

on Friday of each week, It is then that the elderly person is out on
the stregt walking to and fromkthé‘bank, in order to cash his check.
As a resulﬁ,exposéd vulnerabiiity is heightehed by that day of ‘the
Weckﬂ | |

'Tﬁc family public housing project is aﬁothcr example of increased

v4exposed vuinerability of theuqlderly,.because the housing'pfojeCt'coﬁhk"

tains aﬁlarge prdpoftion of families with adoies¢ent children. . Thus,

there 1s an increase in the amount of exposure between the older per-

son and the juvenile delinquent. Rublic housing exclusively for the
elderly have, on the other hand, had the effect of reducing exposed

vulhernbility, The reason for fhis ig simply that the elderly aro
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less axposed to juvenile délinquency because their housing consists
exclusively of elderly porsons, The ﬁosﬁon data consistently confirms
thisg aspect to the theory.

1t must be noted finally that the concept of exposed vulnerability
is one that is continually used.. People do not go into certain areas
of town because the exposed vulnerabllity is greatest. Furthermore,
they do not buy houses in areas where crime is likely to occur., Instead,
they move to suburbia if they are middle-class., If they are poor, wvhite,
and working’class, they may move to:a mobile home park outside of the
City in order to .avoid exposed vulnerability,

Social Vulnorability

The analysis has thus far revealed that {he victim must bé exposed
to the criminal offender in order to be victimilzed. His exposure has
been called exposed vulnerabiliiy; howéver, it is not by all means
11miéed; The criminal offender, in order to commit his act success~
fully, must have an environment that is copduéi?e‘towardﬁ victimiza%
tion. For example, a recent study on burglary,”céndched‘by Urban
System Research and Engineering; showed that "the amount of time
during the‘day when né one is at home was positively associ%ted‘With
the iikelihood of Qeing‘burglarized.“ll Furthermore, “the elderly,
the group tha§:was‘Qicﬁiﬁized leasé.irequently, were iess transient
and ofiten at home "2 |

‘Therefore, onc might assume that people have d direct effect on
 Whethér a criminnl act will occur, People can prevent the act froﬁ‘
,occurring by‘decreasing‘cnvirohméntal vuincrability. A fapist is

less likely to seck out his victim én a busy streat; The child

molastoyr works whero he cannot be noticed and where his actions will.
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not be spotted} In other wqrds, peéple iniluen;e the extent and
nature of the criminal act.' They are what is often referred to as
socially responsible for what occurs, |

A lack of social responsibilit? can heighten the environmental
vulnerability of a community. An excellent example is the Kitiy
Genovese murder;’ﬁherebykSS of her ﬁaighbors, in 2 respectahle Ngw ‘
York City neighborhood; stood by while she cried outfin terror. No
one came fo her assistance even though the murder took o&er halfkan
hodr~~~no one even bothered to call the poiice.lB

A similar lack of social responsibility may occur where the elderly

are involved. In an urban, industrialized sccicty the older person is
4 J

looked down upon as a veflection of society's generai-attitudes‘ These

attitudes, which may be reiavively aisiihct to a modern industrialized

“sogiety, places the aged at the bottom of social pribrities, An older

person is too often made to feel out of‘place in a community with

youngér people, since they have hecone unpnoductiye, and’ thus unwanted.
They are congeguently éxpected to Zo off to retirément villages, nurs-
ing homes; or homes forjthe aged, Acccrdingly theryounger’individual
believés the aged,are'better off away grom‘sociefy.k It is, unfértunatcly,
the working younger person who feels ho necd to show ahy social‘respon*
éibility towards the gged.l4 7 |

However, the lack of social responsibility of persons in the com~

minity is not limited to just the elderly. It is an infectious

L : . N
deficiency that has overcome many urban environments., It has resulted

in an increase in environmental decay, which has cauged an increase in
enviyr dental vulnerability, which has also resulted in an inerease in

“the ap ant of criminal victimization7for all) age groups;,

ey
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Moreover, Jane Jacobs, in her book the Death and Life of Great

American Cities, illustrates that varying city streets afford dif-

ferent opportunity for crime: "Different kinds of city streects gar-
ner radically different shares of barbarism and fear of barbarism.”ls
She goes . on to illustrate how certain seétions of B§st0n,ksuch as the
North End have relatively 1littls crime,?%ﬁ%?% is an acti;é dggree ?f
gocial responsibility and interaction on the part of’residents. “Half
a dozen times or so in the past three decades.,.would be molesters
have made an attempt at luring a child or,'late at'night,’attacking‘a
woman.,..In every such case the try was thwarted‘by passers-by, by

"6 1y contrast, Jacobs cites

kibitzers from windows or shopkeepers.
the Blm Hill Avenue sgction of Roxbury as containing ﬁstreet assaults
and the over present dossibility of more street agsaults with no

kibitzers to protect victims."17

Clearly in thes2 two sections
environmental vulnerability is directly reflected by the social
resppnsibility of the people living in the varying cqmmunitiesinVolved.
The public housing project,rwhich'many elderl§ persons Lind them
selﬁes in, is uSually limited in the extent to which it is possible for
people tojintéract with each other, Consequently; Whﬁt occurs is an
increase in environmental'vulnerability._ But this environmental vulner-
abilitj is not limited to reSidents; it is also affected by apolice
force whigh,éoncentratés‘its_reséurces:on crime détectién father than
crime prevention. In the Boston area, elderly orgsnizations afe call-
ing for the’rcturn of the foot patrolman in order té reduco environ~
mental vulnerabili’ty.l_”8 The foot: patrolman would aCcordingly’&ct as
a deterrent to crime and would as a result reduce en?ironmentaiyvulr

L

nerablility. In upper~class, high risc, luxury apartment housesg
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environmental vulnerability is socially reduced by docymen, garage
attendants, seccurity guar@s and so forth.. Because the rich can afford
these luxuries, their vulnerability is minimized. In a sense, they are
buying social interaction and respongibility in order to secure their
safety., The elderly, on the other hand; éenerally cannot afford these
luxuries,

Finailyi anothér element that has increased environmental vulner=
abiiity for the elderly in today's urban centers is the effect of a
mobiie, industrialized economy,. -Since Ouf society has become indus~
trialized; its citizens héve become ﬁore and more transient., In aﬁ
agrarian éociety, it was typical-for the children to live within the
same community as their parents, which reduced their environmental

vulnerability. Today's mobile society calls for the older person's

children to no longer live within the game area z.s their parents. As

a result, the protection that was once accompanied by raising a family

no longeyr exists,

Structural Vulncrability

The third factor'whibh relates - to environmentél vulnerability is
the effect of the physical surréundings, Sﬁecial'atﬁention has been;
given to brightening the lighte in certain high crime areas. The hopa-
fﬁl effect is to reduce environmental vulnerability.

The federal government has just begun to recognize the structural

vulnerability 6f the public ﬂousing projects for the elderly. This

was only due to outrage over the increased amount of crime in public

versus private housing.lg' Consequently, the Philadelphia Gerlatric Centor
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(supported by Grant 93p=75064/3 of the Social Rehabilitation Service--
Administration on Aging, United States Department of llealth, Education
and Welfare) has been studying ways of reducing crime against the
elderly in public housing projects. The resecarch will be chducted
by the Center and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, School
of Architecture, The purpose is basically to devise and revise hous-
ing projects so that they will not he as 'structurally vulnerable as
they presently are,

In today's public housing project, it is the structural vulner-
ability that minimlzes social interaction which often increases
eriminel victimization.

It is the building of housing projects without recognizing the
impor verico vf mininizing structural vulnerability that has often
resulted in their failure. According to the National Advisory
Coﬁmission on Criminal Justice Standards and Goals:

Most public housing, and even middle and high income housg-
ing, is planned and designed without considering the secur=

ity system that should be built in. It 18 much less expén-—

sive to install proper locks, doors with sccure hinges, and

burglar and vandal resistant glass while the building 4s

undey construction than after it is completed. Changing

the placement and deslgn of elevators, doors, and windows

can greatly affoct security needs and costs once the build-

ing ls constructed....Although for yearg bhuildings have been

constructed according to fire safety codes, crime prevention

through physical dcsign,has heen almost totally neglected.

In privato housing the elderly often occupy apartments near the

ground Lloor; thus, they are‘structurally'more vulnerable to residential‘

crime.  The reason why older persons arve more likely to live on the

’_firét floor, than younger persens, is because they have greater

s
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difficulty climbing stalrs. Consequently, their vulnerability increases
becauge the offender prefers to commit hig criminal act to residents on
the ground level. Thig is confirmed in a recent study on residential
crime:
In all housing types eéxcept the 1ﬁxury apartment build=-

ing, the first floor was the level interviewees preferred

to hit hecause it gave them the option of trylng the window

should the door prove too difficult.2l

Clearly, the ramiflcatﬁons of srrucvural vulnerabilitv nust be examinsd

in accessing and developing crime prevention programs for the elderly.

Eeonomie Vulnerability

According to von Hentig: '"The elder generation holds most posi=

122

tions of accumulated wealth and wealth=giving power. Ag o result,

von Hentig perceivea thatf in "tha combination of wealth and weakness

w2a

lies the danger... Similarly, Schafer observed that "old women

may be gxpoééd”tohighervictimmrisks for.....often they keep their

u24

money and their valuables in theixr homes. Furthermore, Morton

Hunt in his description of Alexander Helmer, an eldérly pergson whose
criminal victimization is the subject of the boolk,; noted the follow-
ing characteristics which increased his economic vulnerability.

Due to vanity, he bad improdently heighﬁened his visibilitly
as a target for despite his paranoid secrecy where his
landlady and neighbors were concerned, he had heen someé=
thing of a braggart and blabbermouth with casual acguaint-
ances, boasting of his stock~market holdings to half a
dozen or move ncighborhood people he knew only‘slightly,
and making. it plain that he lived alone and had no hejrs~e
information which, passed along as idle gossip, could con=
siderably ‘increase -his chance of victimization,25
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Yet in today's society, the‘elderly are gernerally poorer than their
younger cougtcrparts. The median income for an elderly person living
alone was‘only $1,297., Just over two fifths that of younger individe
uals on their own. Clearly elderly persons living in public houSing
projects do not appear to have'accumulatéd any great amount of wealth.
Therefore, thelr economical vulnerability should be somewhat less than
younger persons. ‘

Nevertheless, there are‘other factors which greatly increase tﬁé*
eiderly's cconomic vulnerability., TFirst of all,the elderly are likely
to réceive their checks through the mail on certain days of the week,
which consequently causas éheir mailboxes to be burglarized. Also,
there is an increase in attention given 1o the elderly person going
£0 and fro; 2 bank ar channine centpr £6 cash their social securlty
or old age assistance checks; This‘increased attention obviously
cduses a greater amount of economic vulnerability.

Secondly, the eldérly are likely to be also viewed as economically
vulncrablc‘in a husy downtoﬁn area, since tﬁeir usual purpose for
being there consists of shopping. The younger person today 1s less
likely to keep casﬁ on him personally, -since credit cards or checks
are more convenicnt. The elderly pergon on- the other-hand is mnora
l1ikely to keep cash, because he has not leen soclalired into a credit~.

card generation. As a result of these factors, it is obvious that the

elderly's economic vulnerability is often greatly increased.
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. Physical Vulnerability

In criminological literature, von Hentig notes that because the
’ nRe Hence the
elderly, because they arc often too weak to offer resistance, present
themselves as the ideal victims, They are slow-moving and physically
incapable of preventing the criminal ;ct from occurring.

In a recent study conducted hy Thomaé Reppetto on patterns 6fkresi~7
dential crime, the author fouhd that 28 percent of the robbery victims
wéfe elderly in the Boston Metroﬁolitan.area; even though the elderly's

pbpulation cdnsists of 12 percent. Accordingly, Reppetto concludes that

"the findings regarding age are predictable’ since older persons are more

27

- wvulnerable than younger persons." ' ) -

In the Kansas City Study approximateiy 20 perconﬁ §f the burglary
victims wreport having some significant physical disability~«§roughly
the same percentage as the eldérly'victims of the other crime-!étudiesfas
Cléarly;the elderly's physical disabilitiés agswell as his géneral physie
cal weakness m;kes him the ldeal candidate for the crimiﬁal acﬁ;

Furthermore, many crimes that may start out as simple burglary may

expand to robbery because of the older persons fragility. Violence may

~not be intended ag an aspect to the offenders motives; however, a slight

bump or push may have giaver‘physical congequences. for the older indi-~
vidual than for the younger person.,
Yet the elderly person, hecause he fears his physical weakness as

being a source for victimization, may be more inelined to enact’ defen-

“sive measures in orden to reduce his physical‘vulnerability. These

defensive measures commonly take the form of a hair pin, .a can of mace,

[T
H



62
or a pocket knife. The motivation force for their use is the fear of
being confronted by the criminal offender, Thus,  the elderly person

is likeiy to be actively engaged with arming himself in order.to reduce

his physical vulnerability.

Psychological Vulnerability

The elderly in general presentthemselvésas idea; victims because
they are psychologically vulnerable. Amram Ducovny offers the follow-
ing explanation for psychological vulnerability in referehce to fraud:

_Bheer loneliness can make an older person yearn for the
~sound of a human voice=--even a con man's; a feeling that

"time is rumning out' and reluctance to see a doctor after

a lifetime of good health c¢cah,make a person easy preyffor

the quack.”

But more importantly'the elderly are psychologically vulnerabie to
£he criminal act becausge of-their fear of the c;iminal oxrender, ‘the
elderly person, to A significant degree, will often rcfuse to speak out
.against tpe offender for fear of retaliation. Thig is coﬁfirmed in the
Boston and Kansas City study. In the Boston study a sipnificant émounﬁ
of fear against refaliation wvas noted in the family projects, where a
higher porcentage of juveni;e delinquency exiSts.

Turthermore, the el?erl&'s psychological vulnerability may cause an
increase in their physical vulnerébility."'The Kansas City study; for |
example, showed that the.elderly, to_a‘great‘degree,_tended to show more
resistance to the criminal act, perhaps due to the fear of death from

the consequences of victimization, This caused~a:gre&terkamount ol

violence to be incurred upon the elderly victim,
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. victimization than younger persons. This is also confirmed according
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Nevertheless, for all crimes in total, the eélderly are less psycho-
logicallylvulncrable because of their incréased psychological fear, It
ig because the elderly fear crime that they do more to avoid it than
the younger person., This is validated by all the obtained data which,
in comparisoh, shiow thatyphe elderly have a lower rate of multiple
to a recent study "On Being Mugged":
Accompanying this new sense of vulnerability, an aware-
~ness of the self as a potential target, there is the sense
*. ‘that an environment previously perceived as benign has

become a jungle. Appearances are no longer "normal,' and
trust is an inappropriate attitude for survival,30

v
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CONCILUSION

In conclusion, one can summarize thé quality that makes the elderly
sugceptible to crihinal victimization in a serjes of hypotheses, These
hypotheses are suggested to illustrate the four various vulnerability
factors discussed; environmental, physical, economic, and psychologi-
cal vulnernbiiity. The first series of hypotheses, on the one hand,
suggest that the olderlyvare less ling%o he victimized than younger
persong. The second seriés, on the other ﬁand,;illustrate that the
el&erly are‘more likely to be victims of crime. Although only one
hypothesis is listed for each»of the vulnefability elements, it must
be noted that the following is by’no means limited, There ére a num-
ber of other ﬁossible hypotheses that can be developed from this éhap—
fer‘s discussion on the elderly's vulnerability.

‘Why tﬁe Elderly are Less Likely to be

Victimired in Comparison to
Younger Persons

(1) Since older persons spend more time at home, they arc less

likely to Le environmentally vulnerabje~~through exposed, social and

struoctural vulnerability factors; thus, they are less likely to be

criminally viectimized than younger persons.

(2)  Since older persons are mote likely to carry hair pins,. knives,

and other self-protecting devices in order to reduce their physical

vulnerability, they are less likesgo be physically- vulnerable; thus,

they are less likely to be criminally victimized than youhger pPersons. -

64
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(3) Since older persons are more likely to ‘be poorer than their
younger counterparts, they are less 1ike1y.to be eonomically vulner=
able; thusg, they are less likely to be criminally victimized than
youngexr persgons,

b

{4)  Since older persons are more likely to be psychologically

. fearful of the criminal act, they make more of an effort to reduce

psychological vulnerability; thus, they are more likely to avoid

criminal victimization than yeéunger persons.

Why the Elderly are More Likely to be
Victimized in Comparison to
Younger Persons

(1) Since older persons are more likely to llve in depressed urban

enviromments, they are more likely to be environmentally vuinerable;
thus, they are more likely to be criminally victimized than younger
persons,

(2) * since older persons are weaker than younger persons, they aye

‘more likely to be physically vﬁlnefable; thus, they are more likely

to be criminally victimized than younger persons.
";(3) Since older persons are‘likely to have money on certain days
of the week, when they receive their social security or old age

asslstance checks, they are more likely to be economically vulnerable;

thusg, they are more likely to be. criminally victimized than youhger

persons,
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. (4) Since older persons are more fearful of Victimization, they are

less likely to testify against the offender because of the fear of

retaliation, T'hey are more likely to be psychologically vulnerable;
thus, they are more likely to be criminally victimized than younger

persons,
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REDUCING THE ELDERLY'S VULNERABILITY

Before proceeding with suggestions that might reduce the elderly's
criminal victimization, it 1is important to briefly note the more tradi-
tional approach to crime, Essentilally it consists of reducing the hum~
ber of criminél offenders and consequently lessening the amounf of
crime. Thig approach is limited in two respects. - First, it requires
an enormous amount of reéources; and secondly, it requires a great
deal of time to remove the sociolqgical influenceé that breeds delin-
qué£¢y and crime, Therefore, as an immediate solution for‘reducing

the elderly's victimization, it is suggested that one ought to look

“Instead at the means for minimizing the opportuniiy for crime.

Reduce JFEnvirconmental Vulnerability

Reducing Exposed~Environmental Vulnerability

(1) Plan public—~housing projects exclusively for the elderly.
(2) Locate Elderly~Public Housing in areas that do not contain
a highwcrime rate.

{3) Offer subsidized housing incentives for the elderiy to move

to private housing in low~crime areas,

Reducing Social=Environmental Vulnerability

(1) ©Encourage and promote unarmed, citizen's defense groups to

"~ patrol areas where there is the likelihood for criminal victimization.

(2) Develop public education programs to increase social cohesion

among- all age grqpps; Elderly organizations could 1ead the way for

1nformative educational’programs'that would redirect the average citi=.

zen's ﬁttitudos toward the elderly.

68
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Reducing Structural~Environment Vulnerability

(1) In gcneray revise the physical structure of public housing pro=-
jects so that they will not be a source of criminal victimization. For
example, increése lighting and eliminate blind alleys.

(2) In high-rise public housing install close-circuited television
cameras in order to deter criminal victimization in hallways, elevators,
and on the grounds of the project.

(3) Distribute and install efficient types of security devices in

private as well as public housing projects,

Reduce Economiq Vulnerability

1) Educéte the elderly populafion to use tﬁe banks and their
¥elated services.  In ordef to elinminate éhé;carrying oficaéh, elderly
persons cbuld have their income c¢hecks sent difectiy iﬁto~a Creditwcardf
account. Through a credit~card theiolder person could purchase all
essentiél itams. Ot, money could be specially designed for the exq1u~
sive use‘of the elderly with accompanYing identification card.

~{2) QRotate the days on which income checks‘are,sént to the
elderly so that only the person receivingkthe check‘would'know‘When

it is suppose to arrive,

Reduce Physical Vulnerability

(L) ‘Develop in high crime dreas a buddy~system whereby it would

not be necesgsary for an clderly person to leave his home alone. ;E1derly_;

organizations could implement,and coordinate this program.

(2) Develop and distribute portable alarmsg for elderly persons

*living 4in High~crime areas,
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Reducing Psychological Vulnerability

(1) Develop & special telephone service for reporting crime by the
elderly person. This service should be obtained by dialing the opera-
tor and asking for the‘service, since many older persons have difficulty

in dialing the telephone. The service should be manned by a capable

‘police officer speclally trained in communicating with the older person.

(2) Dewvelop throughout the criminal justice sys£em the,meéns by
which the older person can remain anonymous in identifying the crimi-
nﬁi offenderf This protection must be‘guaranteed throughout the
investigation és well as into . the céurt tfial, in order to reduce the
fear of retaliation,

(3) Develop a bsychiatriC'clinic to offer services for‘the elderly

victim who has been traumatized by the criminal act.
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