If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.

e o
] . T _.ﬂ@w‘\.‘tn
o s . 1{’%}“\, L
i . ?“ «v‘ ,é{.:lfg‘l(: v ‘5.;1» "’

)

»




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

‘The assistance of thosé who improved this report through their
critiques and those who aided in the development of the data
retrieval programs is gratefully acknowledged. The clerical
services of Ms. Betty Ford in the preparation of the tables

and text of this report are sincerely appreciated.

| meskie

NECIRS
cen BT




TABLE .OF CONTENTS

List of Tables . . .
Introduction . . . .

Recidivism:

Recidivism by Institution of Ralease

Recidivism by Type of Admission

Recidivism by Offense

Recidivism by Age at Commitment

-

LI}

The Last Ten Years

El

Recidivism by Ethnic Group . .

SUMMALY & + + o o » s + s 2 s

-

»

ii

14
18"
2

31

7

&)



T{gble ~

'lh =

10

11

~ LIST OF TABLES
Title
Number of Persons,Paroled or Discharged From Washington State

Adult Corrections During Calendar Years 1965 Through 1974 by
The Percent Who Have Returned to State Custody . .

5}

Total Number of Persoms Paroled or DiSCharged From Washington
Btate Adult Corrections From January 1, 1965 Through

December 31, 1974 by Institution and by Percent Returned

To CUSEOAY & v v v v v v v e e e e e e e e e e e s

ﬁhmber of Persons Paroled or Discharged. From Washington State

- Adult Corrections During Calendar Years 1965 Through 1974 by
" Institution and by the Percent Returned to Custody . . . . .

Total Number of Persons Paroled or Discharged From Washington
State Adult Corrections From January 1, 1965 Through

December 31, 1974 by Type of Admission and by Percent
Returned to Custody .« v « ¢ v o v o 4 s 6 o 0 e e s w

Number of Persons Paroled or Discharged From Washington State
Adult Corrections During Calendar Years 1965 Through 1974 by
Type of Admission and by the Percent Returned to Custody

Total Number of Persons Paroled or Discharged From Washington
State Adult Corrections From January 1, 1965 Through
December 31, 1974 by Offense and by Percent Returned to
Custody v v o ¢ v v v % 2 6 4 e e e wa e e ek e e e e e

Number of Persons Paroled or Discharged From Washington State
Adult Corrections During Calendar Years 1965 Through 1974 by
Offense and by the Percent Returned to Custody . . . . .

Total Number of Persons Paroled or Discharged From’Washington
State Adult Corrections From January 1, 1965 Through
December 31, 1974 by Age and by Percent Returned to Custody .

Number of Persons Paroled o Discharged From Washington State
Adult Corrections During Calendar Years 1965 Through 1974 by
Age and by the Percent Returned to Custody . . . . .« . . W .

Total Number of Persons Paroled or Discharged From Washington

Page

10

.11

. 15

. 16

20

. 21

. 27

. 28

State Adult Corrections From January 1, 1965 Through December 31,
1974 by Ethnlc Group and by Percent Returned to Custody . . . .

Number ©of Persons Paroled or Discharged From Washington State
Adult Corrections During Calendar Years 1965 Through 1974 by
Ethnic Group and by the Percent Returned to Custody ... « . .

i1

g

.

. 33

. 34

FTaS



WHO RETURNS?
A STUDY OF REQIDIVISM‘FOR,ADULT OFFENDERS
IN THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
Ralph W. Smith
Qffice of Research, Department of Social

and Health Services, State of Washington.
Olympia, Washington o

~Introduction

o

The purpose of this publication is to bring together statistics -

related to recidivism in the State of Washington. In the following

7

sections, return rates for those releaéed from. Washington State facili?
ties will be examined in relation to several important variables.
Recidivism, with its many definitions, has becomeyéhe primary variable
for evaluating the relative success of various correctionai programs,’ :
and the need for iecidivism.statistics has long been felt by cérrectional
administrators. The data presented here can be used in monitoring pro-—
gram changes in the Washington State system, as well as in proViding ‘ =S
cbmparative baseline data for county and state correctional progfams.‘

A major difficulty in.any use of recidivism statistics is.that
recidivism is seldom defined in the same way twice. ‘in order tEat the
figuras presented in this publication have the‘mbst’geﬁeral applica-

bility, the most objective and straightforward definition of recidivism

‘was used. Recidivism throughout this publication is defined as: return

“to the Custody-of‘the State of Washington of .zny person paroled§§r dis~

charged ffom a Washington State correctional faciii%y._ This*dafi%ition’
inclqus all perééns paroled of'dischargeduwith’the excépticn of~persdns
paroled‘to cbnsecutivé senfence (which ﬁeans they’began serving tiﬁe Oﬁ‘
an additional conviction without ever actually leavihgkgustody); apd/;

; W @
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those paroled from emergency detention (which means they were waiting Yor e

9 » . ‘ .,

Q.

,//'




Ly

-2

“further action in the coéurt, etc.). Of all persons released from

'Washington State custody, approximately 97% are released to parole

VsuperviSion. The remaining 3% are discharged directly from the insti-

. tution following completion of their sentences. A return to Wthington

State cdstody includes returns for parole violations as well as returns

for conviction on a new offense. This definition includes any indi-

widual returned to a Washington State facility for any reason; but

does:notuinclude a Washington State parolee who absconds from super-
vision and is not apprehended. Individuals who are committed to federal
inétitgtions or state institutions outside of Washington following their
release f?omVWashington facilities aié also excluded due to lack of
neceésary data. This definition is kept sufficiently simple so that
an& state or county»progr&m maintaining the most rudimeﬁféry statistics
on prdgram p;rticipants, can in a general way compare their own failure
tates with thét of a statewide population. Any comparisons, of course,

must recognize that population characteristics may not be comparable.

Recidivism: The Last 10 Years
Table 1 shows the number of persons released from adult correctional

ingtitutions in each year since 1965 and the perceatage of those released

who had returned to Washington State custody within various time periods.

~In 1965 there were 1,273 persons paroled or discharged from Washington

State custody, and within six months 10.1% had been returned'to a state

fac%iity. After following each person released during 1965 for five years,

39;3% héd returned. The final follow-up category (labeled '"To Date") shows

the: number of persons returned as of June 30, 1975. This allows for a

minimum of nine and one—half years follow-up for every person released

‘during 1965. For those released in Jaﬁuary of 1965, the follow-up fepre—

sented in the final categoty is ten and one-half years.
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It is commonly believed that the most critical period for a
person released from a correctional institution is the first few'

weeks, or at most, the first six months. If the jindividual is able

to make a successful adjustment during this’period, his likelihood
of success is greatly increased, The data, however, do not tend toVJ
support this assumption It can be seen, for example, that of those
released in 1970, 6.4% had returned within six months; but in the
following six months 8.7% returned‘fdr a total of‘lS;i% at the-end - R o/
‘of‘the first year;; In 1971, 5% had returned in the first six months
and 8. 2/ returned in tne_second six) months.> In 1972, 5‘04 in the
first six months and 8.7% in the following'sixvmonths werevreturned
for a total of 13.77% at the end of the firsﬁ yeaf. In every year the
number of failures during the Eecond six months foilowing release was
higher than the number of failures in the first six months. ®

ilthough the second six-month period appears to be even more
ﬁritical than the first six months, it may be ﬁhat prograﬁé:aimed at_
gelping the parolee adjust during the first few months inﬂLhe community,
‘'such as the stipend program and other state and privately funded pro—
grams, are delaying failure that would otherwise occur ear;ierﬂin‘the
parolee's community experience. It is also poggiblekthat fbr a
certaih percentage of those who are- returning, particularly those who
are returning for commission of new offenses and have gone through
courtvérecedures, ﬁheiryoffense may have been committed shorti§ after
release but process time aﬁd conviction did not come until‘sqme monfhs
laeer; This will be furiher examined in a ﬁuture study. oo s j
| While thejfirstﬁfew;weeks or months do noe eppear to:be the most g -

critical period, it is clear that within one year after release almost

e . . o C

one-half of all those who will return to the system have done so, and
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NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE -
ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THROUGH 1974
“'BY THE PERCENT WHO HAVE RETURNED TO STATE CUSTODY

il

' Year of Nﬁmber ‘ . ' Pércént Returned Within: ’ o : ' 6
_Release Released 6 mo. 1 yr. 2 yrs. 3 yrs. 4 yrs., 5 yrs. - To Date* j e
1965 1,273 10.1 21.3 30.3 35.0  37.8 393 42,7 %x
1966 1,357 6.9 15.8 27.7  33.5 36.3  37.4 50.0 S
11967 | 1,673 7.3 16.5 27.7 314 3zh9,’ 34,1 36.5 :
1968 | 1,490 7.2 18.7 29.7 339 35.9 © 36.8 ~39.1 :
1969 1,503 8.8 18.4 29.2 33,7 36.1 .‘37.3‘ 38.2 i .
1970 1,380 | 6.4 - 15.1 245 s 28.8  3L.1 R 7 '~3g,s~' +
1971 1,593 5.0 13.2 _‘~/ 23,0 27.9 ok £ . 30.8
1972 1,736 5.0 13.7 22.8 | & * Y | 27,7
1973 | 1,490 | 6.0 127 % . % e s s |
1974 . 1,353 | 6.1 * * = SR o - 12,8
TOTAL | 14,858 . 6.8 £ ok - w90 B

%A11 populations were followed through June 30 1975, The entire 1965 population was
followed for 9% years while those reléeased. at the end of 1974 could only be followed
for six months, The June 30, 1975 follow-up allows. for an "average" follow-up of one
‘wear for the 1974 population (some persons had been "at risk' 18 months while others

had been released for only six months). The "To Date' column for 1974 shows the per-
cent returned after an average of one year at risk, the 1973 "To Date" column shows

the percent returned after two years,  and so on.,
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. critical. In 1971 for example, 13.ZA failed during the first 12

‘ a relatively con51stent drop from year to year, but a more careful

-ence in failure rates/féi the 1965 and l966vpapulatibnskfor six months ’_ ﬁ

“and one year follow—up, ' the dlfferences appear to even up in subsequent

-5

by the end of the second year 75% of all those wﬁq will return to the

L

ey

P

system have dcne so. =

It is apparent that the second. year in the communlty 1s also

e

months, and dhring the second 12 months another 9.8% returned to the
institution. 1In 1972, 13,7% failed in the first 12 months and 9.1%
failed in the second 12 months.

L,

During the third and fourtl years after release, the percentage

ST

of additional failures drops to approximately 5% and 37 respectively.

 For the next several years the overall failure rate ihecreases at

approximately 17 per year until topping out at approximately 4C%. "

Persons who are not returned tc Washington facilities but end up in

other states or federal institutiona'are not specifically reﬁorted

on here, It is interesting}%d note, however, that a étudy recently

completed by the Washington State Board of Prison Terms and Paroles

has indicated that after two years only about 2.5% of the total populaer

tion released f£rom Washington facilities had entered other'institutionsk"
| Possibly the most striking piece of information appearing?iﬁ |

Table 1 is the apparent reduction in recidivism rates over the past

- 10 years. While the failure rate after one year for the 1265 popula-

tlon was 21.3%, the fallure rate: for the 1973 populatlon after one

year was only 12.7Z. Atfflrst 1nspect10n»1t appears that tnge is
P

examination shows that there is only one major break; that ocecurring
:f £

‘between 1969 and 1970.‘ﬁ0ther fluctuatlons appear to be 5pur10u351n

nature. For*example,'wﬁile there appeafa to be a significant differ-
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found that while average caseloads had increased from 74 in 1965 to 92

in ¥P74;*theymajor'portion of that increase»égcurred from 1972 to 1974

~6~ | .

A \
follow-up periods. In fact, in all years from 1965 through 1569~ghere
appears to be a very consistent rate of return. For the years 1970
. //.‘
through 1974, fluctuations between years are very minor. Between 1969

and 1970, however, there is a promounced drop in failure rates for every

follow-up period. A pronounced increase in caseloads for probation and

~ parole officers might account for such a decrease in the number of .

persons being returned (i.e., with less time to supervise individual

: O s R ‘ - o
cases fewerftechnlcal violations would be reported), Howeter, it was

R

when it jumped from a caseload size of 76 to 92. In ths two critical
years of 1969 and 1970, average caseloads were idemtical at 71, Other
possible explanations were also examined, but the one that appears to

have the most explanatory power is the fact that the parole board

instituted on-site hearings during the latter part of 1969. The pro-

‘cedure for handling parole violators prior to that time was that the

individual would be reincarcerated and await a parole board hearing at

ﬁhe institufion. This made reincarceration the most,COnyeniant course
of actlon if there were any reason at all to keep the individual at the
institutioq. By September Qf 1969,Ahowe§er, when on~site hearings had
become operétional,'individuals accuseé of parole violation were de-
tained in their home communities ané;parble board members held the

héarings "on-site" of the violation. Holding>the hearing "in the com-

‘ munity" made the most reasonable course of action leaving the individual y

in the community unless there was strong evidence that parole had beén

violated and that the community was in some way endangeied. This policy
change had a pronounced effect on persons under payule supervigion as |

evidenced by the data shown in Tablgél. Ty

L ' . = o ) I



o

-

Recidivism by Institution of Release k ) /
. . - fi

Each institution in the Washington State correctional system is ¢ f

" !
) if

in many ways unlike any of the others. They are generally differépu‘ j

‘ o ; e
in the programs offered and in the populations they house. No attempt

will be madi here to analyze the population characteristics of those
persons parnled from the various institutioms. It is clear that some
variables related to recidivism are also related to institutional

placement #nd discussion of some of these variables will follow.

Table 2 shows the number of persons released from each correctional

institution over the past 10 years hnd Uie percent who have tafuy

within given: time pevdods. The rsader

Table 2 zre ddstuxtzd in that the rawle oo

for 10 years others have been at risk for only six months. The average

time at risk for the totalbpopulation is approximately five years. This
Table 1s presented for the purpose of making general compafisons Be#ween
institution; but the reader must review Table 3 for the actualypercenﬁage

returned for each institutionufor each fnllow-up’@eriod. The figures
. " [}

Nm

shown in Table 2 (particularly for the longer follow-up periéds) are

understatements of what the actual failure rate for the follow-up period

will be after the entire population has been at risk‘fo;7that length of 

time. Table 2, does, however, provide a useful comparison sincejthe.§amé
. ) . ) " “,'_
cutoff date of June 30, 1975, is uged for populations released from all .

o
it

the ingtitutions. T : , S v U‘ i
' The highest failure rates (Table 2) are for the population reieaééd :

‘direétly‘from the reception center with over 14% of those paroled haGing

. returned after only six months and after two years having 37% returned to

the institution. i o fl .

B e
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in,thé'years from 1965 fhroﬁgh part of i970, approximately 120
pérsoﬁs"weré released from the reception cent;r by way of '‘parole to
‘reinstatement." These are tﬁose‘persons returned to custody (in the
receptioﬁ?éenter) to await a hearing as pérole violators and who then,:
d;e to lack of evidence on the violation or for‘sgmé other reason, were
“reinstatgd on parole. These persons proved to be poor risks, and if and
when:fhey again returned to custody they showed up as failures for the
popuiéfionvparoied f?om the ?eception center. |

‘Thé figﬁres for the reception center (Table 3) show a sharp de-
cline in failure rates from 1970 to 1971. The use of'pargie to re~
instateméntkis still used iﬁ certaiﬁ cases but since 1970 has not been
a major factor in recidiVisﬁ»rateS.

Another problém to be considered is that the 100 plus persons
released from the reception center as parolees to reinstatement had

been preViously paroled from one of the other institutions, and when

' they‘wefe returned to the reception center for a hearing they became

failﬁres in the statistics of the parent institution in spite of the
fact that they were soon after reinstated”on parole. This tracking

problem ex%sted for the six years from 1965 through 1970, but while it

‘,is avproblém, the small numbers involved have no significant effect

on annual recidivism rates.

The institution with the next highest failure rate 1s the Mental
¢ ,
Health Unit of the Washington State Reformatory with 14.3% failing in

the first six¢mohths an4(19% failing by the end of the first year.

SN i
Failure rates for the State Penitentiary and for the honor camps are

almost identical, with the State Reformatory havi.g a considerably higher
rate of failure. At the two-year follow-up period (Table”Z)Vthe reforma~-
tory had a return rate of 28% while the State Penitentiary had a return

‘rate of 24.8% and honor camps had a return rate of 24.1%. The Washington

\\.
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Corrections Center had considérébly‘lOWer failureﬁrates with Zizrhaving -
 returned after two years. The Purdy Treatment Ceﬁter for Women had ﬁy
" far the lowest return rate with only 2% having returned a%te? six
months and 8.8% having returned after 24 months. Again the reader 13> :
cautioned that these figures do not represent the total percentage §f
returns that will occur once the total population has bggn at risk
for the total follow-up period. | |

Table 3 show;rthe numéer of persons paroled from each institution
in each calendar year. This table shows the actual return rates for
each follow-up period. For the population released in 1965, the "To
Date" column shows the number of persons retﬁrned as of June 30,>1975.
This means that the entirg population was followed for at 1ea§%'niné
and one-half years. The\ﬁTo Date" column for 1966 shows the percent
of thése paroled and discharged who had returned by the end of eight
and one-half years follow-up. Ibe follow-up for each year was only
possible through June, 1975, and therefore, for vears beyopd 1969 the
number of follow~-up periods shgwn decreaseé;‘ For the total populafion .
released in 1974, only a six-month follow-up period was possible, but
the June 30, 1975, follow—up~allowé for an "average' follow-up of the
1974 population of one year (some persons had been/"at risk' 18 mon?hs\i
while others had been released for only six months). The "To Date"
column for 197% shows the percent returned after an average of one JL
vear at risk:] The 1923 "TS Da;e" ;olumn shows the percent‘re;urned

\
after an average of two years at risk and so on.

[al
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TABLE 2
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE
ADULT CORRECTIONS FROM JANUARY 1, 1965 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1974
BY INSTITUTION AND BY PERCENT RETURNED TO {1JSTODY

- Number Percent Returned After*# |
Institution Released 6 mo. 1 yr. 2 yrs, 3 yrs. 4 yrs. .5 yrs.
State Penitentiary 5,777 7.4 15.8 24.8 28.2 29.8 30.6
State Reformaﬁory | 4,219 6.9 17.6 - 28.0 32.2 | 34.2 35.0
Mental Health Unit | = 21 14.3 19.0 #
WCC~Reception 262 14.1 27.9 37.0 41.6 43.5 43.5
WCC—Tnstitution . 2,418 4.7 12.2 21.0 24.8 26.1  27.0
Purdy’ ‘ | 307 2.0 5.2 8.8 £ {é;
Honor Camps | ness |7 4.9 261 28.0 2975 30.3 T
TOTAL 14,858 | 6.8 15.6 249 28.6 30.3 . 31.0

*Mental Healtll Unit opened in 1972. Purdy Treatment Center for Women opened in 1971.
Since these institutions do not include the 5 or 6 earlier years, we might expect
their return rates to be comparatively lower. See note below.

*#%NOTE: This table combines populations for 1965 through 1974 and follows them through
June 30 1975. Whil: some persons have been on\ghe street (at risk) for 10
years, others have been at risk for only & months., The average time at risk
for the total population is approximately 5 years. . This table is presented
only for the purpose of maklng general comparisons between -institutions. For
determining the actual percent returned for each institution for each follow~
up period, please see.Table 3.

L
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o TABLE 3» o , :
NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED- FROM WASHINGTON STATE
ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THROUGH 1974
BY INSTITUTION AND BY PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY '

~§i§§ii3iion Number Pergent Returneh After
of - Release ' Released | 6 mo. 1 yr. 2 yrs. 3 yrs, 4 yrs,
1965 Total 1,273 10.1 21.3 - 30.3 35.0 “37.8
State Penitentiary 592 10.8 22.8 30.1 34.5 37.2
State Reformatory 428 10.0 20.8 ' 32.7 38.3 40.9
WCC—-Reception 1 0o 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
WCC-Institution 34 5.9 14.7 29.4 35.3 35.3"
Honor Camps 218 9.2 18.8 26.1 29.8 33.5
1966 Total 1,357 6.9 15.8 27.7 33.5 36.3
“State Penitentiary 626 6.1 14.9 25.9 33.1 36.1
~ ‘State Reformatory 397 8.3 18.6 31.5 35.8 39,0
WCC-Reception ‘ 9 33.3 55.6 77.8 88.9 88.9
WCC~Institution 102 2.9 8.8 22,5 25.5 26.5
.-Honor Camps 223 7.6 14.8 26.5 32.3 34.1
1967 Total : “ 1,673 7.3 16.5 27.7 31.4 32.9
., State Penitentiary 706 6.9 15.4 25.9 28.2 29.6
State Reformatory _ 452 6.3 22.4 35,6 39.5 41.5
WCC-Reception 16 12.5 25.0 43,8 ' 56.3 62.5
WCC-Institution . 269 4.5 "15.2 26.4 32,3 32.7
Honor Camps 230 6.5 13.5 25.2 28,7 . 29.6
1968 Total . 1,490 7.2 18,7 29.7 33.9 35.9
State Penitentiary j 621 8.1 17.6 27.7 3.6 ~  33.0
State Reformatory 410 6.3 22.4 - 35.6 39.5 41.5
WCC~Reception ' 57 17.5 36.8 47.4 50.9 52.6
WCC~Institution 213 5.2 13.6 24,4 29.6 32.4
Honor Camps ‘ 189 5.8 14.8 23.8 29.1 "32.3
V4

jITf




! TABLE 3 (Continued) : . L

NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE ; k @?

ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THRDUGH“1974 i S
BY INSTITUTION AND BY PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY.

Year and , ; »

Institution Number f Percent Returned After : :

of Release Released 16 mo. 1 yr. 2 yrs. 3 yrs. 4 yrs. 5 yrs, ' To Date*

1969 Total 1,503 18.8 18.4 29.2 33.7 36.1 37.3 . 38.2
State Penitentiary ‘ 593 8.9 7.2 27.5 31.5 33.6 34.7 35.4
State Reformatory 380 8.7 20.3 31.3 35.8 38.4 40.0 40.8
WCC-Reception 56 19.6 41.1 46.4 50,0 53.6 53.6 53.6
WCC--Institution - 247 6.5 15.8 28.3 32.4 35.6 36.8 38.1
Horior Camps ‘ 227 8.4 15.9 26,9 33.0 .34.8 36.1 37.4

1970 Total ' 1,380 6.4 - 15.1 24,5 7 28.8 31.1 '32.8
State Penitentiary 501 7.6 16.0 26.3 28,9 31.9 : 33.3
State Reformatory ' » 382 4,5 13.1 23.0 29,3 31.9 33.0 s
‘WCC~Reception ’ 20 15.0 25.0 40.0 50.0 55.0 55.0 r
WCC~Instifution 264 4.5 14.4 23.1 26.1 28.0 31.4 5
Honor Camps 213 8.5 16.9 25,4 29.1 29.1 31.0 !

1971 Total ' , 1,593 5.0 13.2 23.0 . 27.9 . 30.8
State Penitentiary 600 6.0 13.8 23.3 26.3 . 28.5
State Reformatory 476 -..3.8 14.3 25.0 32,4 36.8
WCC-Reception 14 0 14.3 21.4 21.4 21.4
WCC-Institution : 273 4.8 9.5 19.0 24.5 27.1

- Purdy 47 2,1 4.3 10.6 14.9 17.0
Honor Camps 183 6.6 15.8 26.2 30.6 32.2

: i e

1972 Total : 1,736 5.0 13.7 22.8 % , 27.7
-State Penitentiary ‘ 583 - 6.9 15.8 25.7 29,5
State Reformatory 487 4.3 15,2 25,1 ’ ' : R 29.8
Mental Health Unit 1 0 0 .0 ; o -0

' WCC—Reception 29 6.9 6.9 20,7 : 31.0
WCC-Institution - 400 3.8 11.5 19.5 .~ 26.5
Purdy 74 2,7 5.4 10.8 ~17:6
Honor Camps . 162 3.7 12.3 19.1 22.2

& i
Kf 5 b .
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TABLE 3 (Continued) . .
NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM,WASHINGTON STATE .
ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1905 THROUGH 1974
BY INSTITUTION AND BY PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY

f
7
3\

Year and
“Institution : Number ‘ : Percent Returned After ‘
of Release ‘Released 6 mo. 1 vyr. 2 yrs. 3 yrs. 4 yrs, -5 yrs. "To Date*
11973 Total . ] ' ~ 1,490 6.0 12.7 21.9
 State Penitentiary 489 5.9 11.7 21.7
-, State Reformatory : 447 7.2 16.1 26.6
Mental Health Unit 6 o 16.7 16.7
WCC-Reception 19 C21.1 21.1, 26.3
WCC-Institution : ‘ 313 5.1 .10.9 19.2
| Purdy : 99 2.0 7.1 10.1
: Honor Camps o ‘ 117 6.0 12.0 20.5
1974 Total 1,363 6.1 : ;o 12.8 ;;x
" State Penitentiary 466 = 6.4 - <4 12,2 1%
State Reformatory , 360 7.2 - 16,9 | ¢
Mental Health Unit e 14 21.4 21.4
WCC~Reception - 41 4.9 17.1
WCC-Institution - 303 4.6 10.9
 Purdy o : 87 1.1 4.6
Honor Camps ' .92 7.6 9.8

* NOTE: All populations were followed through June 30, 1975. The entire1965 population was,
, followed for 9% years while those released at the end of 1974 could only be followed
- for six months, The June 30, 1975 follow-up allows for an "“average" follow-up of one
year for the 1974 population (some persons had been "at risk' 18 months while others
. had been released for only six months). The "To Date" column for 1974 shows the per~
cent returned -after an average of one year at rlsk the 1973 "To Date" column shows

the percent returned after two years and so.on. : - .
il ) ) ) o N ) & . LN
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L Recidivism by Tirpe; of Admission . N R .
Table 4 is suﬁjéct‘to the same limitations as Table 2 and

presénts the data for return rates for all those released during

_the ten—yéar study period by their type of ;dmission. Table 5

 ‘compares the type of admission and rates of return for each of
the study years. The tables indicate that first admissions have y :
the 1bwest rate of return. Return rétes for "Other" admissioné

‘(including admissions from other states and admissions from juvenile
iﬁstitutibns) were somewhat higher than that of first admissions.
Failure rates for those who were admitted as parole violators or
as re-admissions were higher than for the other two categories with

‘parole violators generallj having the highest rate of failure.
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- TOTEL NUMBER OE PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTONMﬁTATE

ADULT CORRECT&ON@ FROM JANUARY 1, 1965 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1974
BY TYPE OF ADMISSION AND BY PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY

o

Type of Number o Percent Returned After® : ,
Admission Released 6 mo. 1yr. 2 yrs. 3 yrs. 4 yrs. 5 yrs.
“| First Admission 8,800 5.5 12.8 21.3 - 249 26.4 27.1
'Re-Admission 1,409 8.7 18.8 29.1 32.1 & 34.0 ¢« 3@%@
-3 = : , e
Parole Violators 3,738 9.5 20.8 /a1.9 36.4 . 38.4 39,2
[oo Others 911 5.8 15.8 L 23.8 27.9 28.8 29.9
TOTAL 14,858 6.8 15.6 . 24,9 28,6 .. 30.3 31.0
. : o T -
* 'NOTE: This table combines pdpulatloné for 1965 n“r'ﬁgh 1974 and follows them through i
“June 30, 1975, While some persons have been on the street (at risk) for 10 years, :
others have been at risk for only 6 months. j; The average time at risk for the total -
population is approximately 5 years. This (able is presented only for the purpose
, of making general comparisons between types of admission. TFor determlnlng the i
W . ) actual percent returned for .each type of aam1531on ior each follow-up perlcd
- I 'please see Table 5. g ﬁ o
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: : (N TABLE 5 o , o
NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE
ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THROUGH 1974
BY TYPE OF ADMISSION AND BY THE PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY

/i

o

Year and Type : Number - , Percent Returned After : * TR
of Admission Released 6 mo. 1 yr. 2 yrs. 3 yrs. - 4 yrs. 5 yrs.  To Date* |
1965 Total 1,273 10.1 21.3 30,3 25.0 37.8 39.3 42,7 E——
First Admission 759 7.8 17.3 25.8 31.4 33.9 - 35.4 "39.1
Re-~Admission ‘ 165 16.4 27.3 37.0 < 39.4 43.0 43.6 49,1
. Parole Violators S 291 S 12.4 27.8 38.8 43.0 46,0 47.8 50.2
Other 58 i2.1 24,1 27.6 31.0 32.8 34.5 34.5
1966 Total 1,357 6.9 15.8 27.7 33.5 36.3 37.4 40.0
First Admission 769 5.9 13.8 24.3 28.2 31.1 s 32,4 34.6
Re-Admission © 165 7.9 13.9 29,1 34.5 38.2 38.8 41.2
Parole Violators 350 : 9.4 21.1 35,1 44,6 46.6 47.7 . 5L.1 »
Other T 73 4,1 15.1 24,7 34,2 37.0 38.4 41.1 ‘
1967 Total 1,673 7.3 16.5 27.7 31.4 32.9- 34.1 36.5 | T
First Admission - 1,024 6.6 15.1 : 25.4 29.2 30.4 31.6 33.9
Re-Admission 155 7.1 15.5 28.4 32.9 34.8 36.1 38.7°
Parole Violators 416 9.4 20.4 34,4 37.7 39.7 40.4 42,8
Other o . ‘ _ 78 5.1 15.:4 21.8 24 .4 25.6 29.5 33.3
1968 Ttal , 1,490 7.2 18.7 29.7 33.9 35.9 36.8 39.1
Fii .t Admission 827 ~5¢6 15.5 24.8 28.7 30.2 31.0 33.0
Re—-Admission i 172 10.5 23.8 36.6 41.3 44,2 45.3 : 47.1
Parole Violators J 439 9.3 22.8 36.0  40.8 43.5 44.6 48.1 |,
Other’ : ’ .52 - 5.8 19.2 30.8 34,6 .34.6 34.6 34.60 |,
: ‘ 0 , g S S
{ 1969 Total N, 1,503 8.8 18.4 29.2 33,7 36.1 37.3 38.2
First Admission 7 812 7.0 - 13,8 23,3 27.8 30,2 31.2 3201
Re-Admission 148 9.5 23,0 37.8 41.2 41,9 44.6 4509
Parole Violators 484 12,4 25.4 37,4 41,3 b4 45.7 “46@3‘
Other ' . 59 1,7 13.6 22,0 32.2 33.9° 356 35.6 |-

B
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_ ' ~ TABLE 5 (Continued) = ' 0

NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE
ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THROUGH 1924 '
BY .TYPE OF ADMISSION AND BY THE PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY

24

Year and Type Number | , : Percent Returned After :
of Admission § Released 6 mo. 1 yr. 2 yrs. 3 yrs, 4 yrs. 5 yrs. To Date*
1970 Total 1,380 6.4 15.1 24.5 28.8 - 31.1 32.8
First Admission 843 - 5.0" 12.1 20.3 23.8 25.9 ' 27.5
Re~Admission - ‘109 8.3 - 20.2 30.3 34.9 37.6 , 39.4
Parole Violators 385 8.8 19.7 30.9 36.9 39.7 ' 41.0
Other » 43 7.0 20.9 34.9 39.5 39.5 \ 46.5
1971 Total, . © 1,593 5.0 | 13.2 23.0 27.9 ‘ ‘ 30.8
- First Admission 960 3.6 10.3 . 19.7 24.3 ‘ 26.8
Re~-Admission - 134 - 9.0 22.4 31.3 32,8 35.1
Parole Violators 415 6.0 15.9 27.0 33.0 36.4
Other l 84 9.5 17.9 28.6 36.9 .7
| 1972 Total : : 1,736 5.0 13.7 22.8 27.7
First Admission 1,109 3.9 11,4 20,4 25.6
Re-Admission 99 6.1 4.3 21,2 23.2
Parole Violators 351 7.1 19.4 28.8 34.2
- Other e 177 6.8 16.9 26.6 30.5
1973 Total . 1,490 6.0 12.7 A 21.9
First Admission © M908 5.5 © 11,2 19.6
Re~-Admission = . 110 4.5 8.2 > d17.3
Parole Violators " 316 8.9 17.7 28.5
Other - 156 4,5 14.1 ) 25.1
1974 Total 1,363 6.1 | N T : 12.8
First Admission 789 - 4.8 - e ' - ; ’ : 10.4
Re-Admission ‘ 152 4.6 , . N ~ 15.1
Parole Violators 291 - 11.3 : : . R 18,9
Other. ~ : 131 3.8 10.7

% All populations followed‘thrqugh'June 30, 1975. See NOTE on Table 3.

S

B A A

,{,, ! RErN
[SEEe R T T S



-18-

Recidivism by Offense

Most studies of recidivism show differential failure rétes
between various offense categories. The following tables show 13
specific offense categories énd their rates of return over the
foliow-up periqu} Table 6 combines ﬁopulations for 1965 through
1974. The average time at risk for this population is approxi-

mately five years. This table is presented for the purpose of

making general comparisons between offense categories., The reader

will need to review Table 7 for the actual percent returned. for

each offense category for each calendar year population.
The data in Table 6'are consistent with other studies on

recidivism by offense. The offense categories with the lowest

 recidivism rate are manslaughter, murder, indecent liberties, and

drug Violations. The’offense categories with the highest failure

rate are burglary, forgery, and auto theft. i
‘Convictions for drug violations sharply increased in the late

1960's. Persons convicted and sentenced to prison during this time

period began to be released from correctional institutions;during

1970 and 1971. The number of persons released from institutions on

drug violations continued a diamatic increase through 1972 and 1973.

It is interesting to note that prior to fhe dramatic increase in the

number of drﬁg violators, this offense category exhibited a rela-

- tively high rate of failure. Fifty percent of the 1968 drug violator

category (Table 7) had failed after two years and 36.7% of the 1969
drug violator population had réturned to an institution by the end
of two years, In the following year, however, when the number of

drug violators released from an institution tripled over the previous
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year, the failure rate after two years for that‘population was only ‘
16.9%; This indicates that, as expected, a different type ofkoffen—
der was being committed for drug violations. In subseéuent years‘the
numbér of persons being released for drug viqlations increased to
alniost éeven times what it was in 1969. Déta'related to the‘changés
in the type of offender being admitted to correctional institutions

are availdble fgaﬁ,the Washington State Research Office. The data

presented here are related to release populations and cannot be used

to describe changes in commitment populatiom. However,~the‘data pro-
vide some interesting comparisons from one year to the next. *Bdrglary,
larceny, auto theft, and forgery have lbng been the most pbpulated

offense categories (with robbery running a close fifth). But in

recent years, at least for those being discharged and'paroled from

adult correctional institutions, the drug violator category has in~

i

creased in size to become sec&ﬁh only to the burglary category. In
1974 there were more drug violators being paroled'and diécharged~than
persons who had been committed for iérceny, auto theft, forgery, or
robbetﬁ. \

An area of particulér concern to the cofrectional adminiitrator,
as well as to the general publig, is the matter of.whether_mo?e persons
are now being committed for person type,offénses as opposed to crimes
against proﬁerﬁy than was the case several years ago., In calendar
year?1974, 21.4% of all those paroled or discharged had cdmmittéd
crimes against ﬁersoﬁs. A study of release rates overythe‘past éight

years shows that there has never been more than a 2% fluctuation in

this figure. A chi~-gquare analysis shows no statistiéally’significant

‘difference.



TABLE 6 : » : ' v

A o TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE

ADULT CORRECTIONS FROM JANUARY 1, 1965 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1974 : A
BY OFFENSE AND BY PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY ‘

v

Number Percent Returned After* ]
Offense Released 6 mo 1 yrx. 2 yrs. 3 yxs. 4 yrs, 5 yrs. |- : 7
i :
Murder 196 5.6 8.7 - 12,2 14.3 15.8 16,8
Manslaughter 237 5.9 10,5 14,8 15.6 16,9 16.9
Robbery 1,216 . 5.4 18.3 21.0 24,3 25,7 . 26.8
Assault 669 4,2 10,2 18,8 21,5 22,3 22,6
Rape 73 2,7 6.8 17.8 21,9 21,9 - 21,9
| carn. Know. 249 5.6 14,1 20,5 23,7 25,7 2635 |
“ Ind. Lib. 291 5.8 12.0 17,2 "19.6 21,3 2215
Burglary 3,572 7.3 16.9 27,2 31.4 33.7 34,5 &
Larceny ' 2,625 5.3 13.4 22.9 27.0 28,6 29.4 7
Auto Theft ' 1,506 11.9 24.6 35.3 39.8 o 41.60 42,8 ,
Forgery 2,016 7.8 17.0 27.5 31.4 32,9 33.7
Drug Vio. ‘ 913 3,6 9.4 17.7 . 20.4 ©21.0 21.2
Non-Sup. , 140 3,6 12.1 22,1 24,3 24,3 25.0
Other 565 5,8 13.3 18,4 . 22,1 23.2 23,9
Not Rep. 590 10,7 21,5 32.4 36.1 37.6 38,3
TOTAL 14,858 6.8 15.6 724 .9 ' 28,6 30.3 31.0
*NOTE: This table combi&es populations for 1965 through 1974 and follows them through .

period, please see Table 7. ‘ ‘ . : ‘ : :

June 30, 1975, while some persons have been on the street (at risk) for 10
years, others have been at- risk for only 6 months. The average time at risk
for the total population is approximately 5 years. This table is presented
only for the purpose of making general comparisons between offenses, For

determining the actual percent returned for each offense for each follow-up @giﬁ?
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“NUMBER OF PERSONS PARCLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE
ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THROUGH 1974
BY OFFENSE AND BY THE PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY

: Number - Percent Returned After ]
~0ffense Released 6 mo, 1 yrx. 2 yrs, 3 yrs. 4 yrs.. "D yrs. To Date*
1965 Total 1,273 10.1 21.3 30.3 35.0 37.8 39.3 42.7
Murder 7 8.6 28.6 28.6 28.6 - 28.6 28.6 28.6
Manslaughter 17 0 5,9 5.9 5,9 5.9 5.9 39.6
Robbery 96 7.3 15.6° 27.1 32.3 37.5 39.6 40.2
Assault 30 5.7 20.0 30.0 33.3 36.7 - 40.0 40.0
. Rape 6 33.3 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0 50,0 . 50.0 f
Carn. Know. 29 10.3 20.7 20,7 31.0 31.0 31.0 31.0
Ind. Lib. 21 0 9.5. 19.0 23.8 28.6 33.3 38,1
Burglary 343 8.5 20.4 28.9 33.8 - 37,0 39.1 43.4
Larceny 257 ©10.9 - 20.2 28,4 - 32,7 35.0 36.2 39.3 ,
Auto Theft 123 13.8 30.9 44.7 49,6 51,2 51.2 55.3 :
Forgery 218 11.0 21.1 30.7 33,9 36.7 38,1 . 41.3 5
Drug Vio. 16 18,8 . 43.8 43.8 50,0 . 56.3 56.3 56.3 B
Non-Sup. 19 5.3 10.5 21.1 26.3 26.3 26.3 26.3 :
Other 27 0 7.4 1.1y 14.8 14,8 18.5 29.6
Not Reported 64 17.2 29.7 42.2  51.6 54.7 56.3 62.5
. . . dk
1966 Total 1,357 i 6.9 15.8 . 27,7 33.5 36.3 37,4 f\\ 40.0
Murder ) 15.4 15.4 15.4 . 30.8 30.8 30.8 % .30.8
~Manslaughter 16 12,5 18.8 18.8 25,0 31.3 31.3 313
Robbery 84 2.4 13.1 21.4 -25.0 27.4 28.6 33.3
Assault 36 2.8 16.7 25.0 33.3 36.1 36.1 /38,9 -
Rape 9 -0 11.1 22.2 22,2 22.2 22.2 22.2
Carn. Know. 33 6.1 15.2 24,2 30.3 36,4 *39.4 .39.4
Ind. Lib. 36 2.8 5.6 13.9 16.7 22.2 22.2 - 25.0
‘Burglary ‘364 4.7 11.0 23.4 29.4 33.0 34.3 37,1
Larceny 237. 5.9 13,5 - - 27.8 32.9 35.0 . 35.4 3.6 ,
_Auto Theft 154 11.0 22.7 35.7 40.9 43.5 - 47.4 ¢ 48.7 5
Forgery , - 241 8.3 19.9 32,0 40,2 43,9 42,7 45.6 = o
Drug Vio, 18 5.6 16.7 33.3 33.3 38.9 38.9 . 38.9 .
Non-Sup. 27 3.7 14.8 18.5 18,5 18.5 18.5. 22.2 ;
Other 38 . 2.6 ~ 7.9 S 21.1 31.6 31.6 . 31.6 39.5
Not Reported 51 25.5 2373 52.9 . 54.9 58.8 58.8 60.8
i il W




” : TABLE( (Continued)
NUMBER.OH PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE
ADULT Q%A“CTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THROUGH 1974
BY )fFENSE AND' BY’THE PERCENT RETURNED - TO CUSTODY

: Number e ; ‘ Percent Returned After ‘ :
Offense Released | 6 mo. 1yr 2 yrs. '3 yrs, 4.yrs. 5 yrs. To Date*
1967 Total : 1,673 7.3 16.5 27.7 31.4 32.9 - 34,1 36.5
Murder 18 0 5.6 22.2 22.2 22.2 - 27.8 27.8
Manslaughter - 25 ~ 12,0 16.0 16.0 '16.0 16.0 16.0 20.0
Robbery - 105 7.6 12.4 1 20.0 22,9 22.9° 24.8 28.6

. Assault o 68 4.4 11.8 23.5 26.5 27.9 27.9 - 30.9
Rape o 12 0 (I 16.7 33.3 33.3 33.3 33.3
Carn. Know. , 38 0 10.5 15.8 18.4 18.4 18.4 18.4
Ind. Lib. 35 11.4 17.1 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 22.9.
Burglary i 453 6.6 17.7 31i.1 34,9 37.3 38.4 40.4
Larceny 40 307 6.2 14.3 25.7 30.9 '32.6 33.9 37.1
Auto Theft . » : 183 13.7 29.0 38.3 42.1 43,7 45,4 47,5
Forgery 285 7.0 13,7 26,3 29,1 29.8- - 30,9 32.3 ¢
Drug Vio. 20 5.0 5.0 40.0 40,0 45.0 45.0 50.0
Non-Sup. 21 0 19.0 23.8 28,6 28.6 - 33.3 '33.3.
Other - 56 7.1 16.1. 17.9 21,4 23.2 25.0 25.0
Not Reported 47 12.8 23.4 34.0 40,4 40.4 42.6 51.1

1968 Total . 1,490 7.2 18.7 29.7 33.9 35.9 36.8 39.1
Murder 18 1i1.1 11.1 16,7 16.7 22.2. 22.2 22,2
Manslaughter 34 8.8 - 8.8 23.5 23.5 26,5 26.5 26.5 .
Robbery: 123 8.1 ©16.3 25.2 30.9 30.9 - 32.5 33.3
Assault ‘ ~ 91 7.7. 13.2° 23.1 - 26.4 26.4 27.5 31.9
Rape : 3 v 0 33.3 ~ 33.3 33.3 33.3 33.3
Carn. Know. - 29 3.4 13.8 17.2 17.2 - 20.7 24,1 24,1
Ind. Lib. . 42 8.5 '19.0 26.2  26.2 26,2 26.2 31,0 -
Burglary- 7o 360 8.1 21.7 34.2 38.3 41.1 41,4 44.7

, Larceny - . 254 4.3 - 13.4 23.2 & 28.3 31.1 31.9 34.6
Auto Theft © 170 10.0 26.5 40.0 45.3 47.1 49.4 50.6
Forgery o235 6.0 18.7  28.5 33.2 ~35.3 35.7 37.4
Drug Vio. 20 0. - 25,0 50.0 ©50.0 - 50.0 50.0 “50.0 .
Non-Support 16 , 0 0 12.5 12.5 - 12.5 12.5 12.5°
Other BRI T I 60 8.3 18.3 23,3 30.0 30.0 - 31.7 33.3
Not Reported - 35 .o 14,3 37.1 54,3 57.1 .0 62,9 62.9 68.6

;zz;'




‘ TABLF (Contlnued)
; N"UMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGEI‘} FROM WASHINGT(‘N STATE
. ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YE}&RQ 1965 THROUGH 1974
' BY OFFENSE AND BY THE PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY K

‘ Number . Percent Returned After . 2

Offense , ~ Released | 6 mo. 1yr.  2yrs. 3 yrs. 4 yrs. 5 yrs. To Date¥

i - A ] ;

1969 Total 1,503 8.8 18.4 17 28.2 33.7° - 36.1 :37.3 38.2
Murder - 22 4,5 13.6 13.6 13,6, - 18.2 18.2 18.2
Manslaughter - 23 4.3 8.7 13,0~ -13.0 13.0 13.0 13.0
Robbery : 121 6.6 7.4 23.1 27.% 31.4 34.7 36.4
Assault 61 3.3 14.8 © 23,0 . 27.5 .29.5 29.5 29.5 -
Rape 5 4 0 11.1 33.3 33,3 “33.3 33.3 33.3
Carn. Know. - 25 0 8.0 - 16.0 20,0 20.0 20.0 24,0
Ind. Lib. . 34 8.8 17.5 . 23.5 23.5 26.5 - 29.4 29.4
Burglary 404 7.9 16.6 - 28.7 . 32.9 < 36.9 38.1 38.1

" Larceny 261 9.2 - 19.2 S 30,7 34.9 36.8 "37.9° 39.1
Auto Theft 165 16.4 28.5 39.4 43.0 . 4h.2 45.5 46.7
Forgery . 232 6.9 12.5 25.4 31.0 31.9 33.2 34.1
Drug Vio. 30 10.0 20.0 - 36.7 50,0 - 53.3 53.3 53.3
Non-Support ‘ 11 9.1 18,2 45.5 54,5 54.5 54.5 54.5
Other : 53 7.5 20.8 22.6 26,4 o 28,3 30.2 32,1
Not Reported 57 17.5 38.6 52.6 - 59.6 6Lli4 61.4 63.2 .

1970 Total , 1,380 6.4 15.1 24.5 28.8 31.1 i 32.8

. Murder - 24 .0 0 4.2 4.2 4,2 N 8.3
Manslaughter 28 7.1 19.7 14.3 S 143 14.3 17.9
Robbery - 116 5.2 :13.8- 24.1 2746 31.0 32,8
Assault o 64 47 7.8 14.1 '15.6 17.2 . 17.2
Rape - o 9 1 0 B 33.3 33.3 33.3 33.3 -
Carn. Know. 27 4 . 7.4 . 22,20 37.0 37.0. 44,4 Lhi. b
Ind. Lib. 18 ‘5.6 B.6 16.7 27.8 33.3 133.3
Burglary , 334 - 8.7 1645 ; 25,10 31.4 34.7 “35.6
Larceny . 243 3.3 12,3 21.8. | 28.0 29.2 32.5

 Auto Theft 147 12.2 26.5 236,17 41.5 44,2 44.9
Forgery - ST 184 7.1 17,9 26.1L 27.2 ©29.3 31.5
Drug Vio. = | . 89 2.2 - 5. 16.9 21,3 225 24.7
Non~Support . 9 0 S0 1.2 g 1.1 - 1l
Other ~ 50 2,0+ 10.D 20,0 26,0 . .. 26,0 g 26.0

Mot Reported 38 1 7.9 26,3} 42.1 b7 @ 447 i 50:0
‘ - , “ ; : oo e T B i
N - | : S e el P r‘ﬁgjf
R 1 : .
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TABLE 7 (Contlnued)

NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTION STATE

ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THROUGH 1974
BY OFFENSE AND BY THE PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY

Percent Returned After

=

L “Numberr ; :

Of fense Released 6 mo, 1 yr. 2 yrs. 3 yrs. 4 yrs.‘ 5 yrs., To Date* |

1971 Total 1,593 5.0 13.2 23.0 27.9 30.8
Murder 19 10.5 15.8 15.8 15.8 15,8
Manslaughter 28 3.6 7.1 10.7 14,3 17.9
Robbery 146 4.8 14.4 22.6 24,7 25.3
Assault 86" 1.2 5.8 18.6 22.1 22.1
Rape 7 0 0 0 S0 -0
Carn. Know. 18 16.7 22,2 27.8 27.8 27.8
Ind. Lib. 22 0 -0 0 9.1 9.1
Burglary 377 5.3 14.9 23.6 29,7 32.9
Larceny - 318 3.5 *10.% 19.5 23.3 26.1
Auto Theft 185+ 7.6 18.9 31.4 38.4 44.3
Forgery 188 5.9 18. 1 29.3 33:5 $36.7
Drug Vio. 83 2.4 6.0 20.5 27.7 27,7

- Non~Support 18 0 11.1 27.8 27.8 - 27.8
Other 51 7.8 11.8 23. 31.4 37.3
Not Reported 47 8.5 10.6 19. 25.5 29.8

1972 Total 1,736 5.0 13.7 ] 27.7
Murdex » 26 0 A8 e 19.2
Manslaughter 35 2.9 (s 14. 14.3
Robbery ‘ 168 3.6 16.7 25, 31.0
Assault 75 =, 4,0 9.3 24, 26.7
Rape 5 0 0. 0 o
Carn. Know. 21 9.5 14.3 19.0 19.0.
Ind. Lib. 30 0 20.0 "26.7 ~-30.0
Burglary 368 6.5 16.6 26.6 31.3
Larceny 292 3.1 10.6 - ., 20.2 27.1
Auto Theft J1eT™ 8.7 19.3 28.6 . 36.0 -
Forgery 189 7.4 15.9 25.9 o ~ 30.2
Drug Vio. 176 2,8 7.4 15.3 ; 19.9

- Non~Support 8 0 12.5 12.5 o 12.5

. Other 80 2,5 7.5 10.0 ; 212.5
Not Reported 102 5.9 15.7 27.5 30.4

f‘:ﬁ



TABLE 7 (Continued)

' NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE

ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING.CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THROUGH 1974
BY OFFENSE AND BY THE PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY

‘ ) Number ' . Percent Returned After ’ Vh”
Offense Released 6 mo. 1 yr. 2 yrs. 3 yrs. 4 yrs. 5 yrs. ‘To Date¥® |-
1973 Total 1,490 6.0 12.7 0w - 21.9

Murder 19 5.3. 5.3 10.5

Manslaughter 13 7.7 15.4 23,1

Robbery 133 6.0 9.0 18.8

Assault 69 5.8 10.1 13:0

Rape 11 0 o 18.2

Carn. Know. 16 0 0 < 18.5

Ind. Lib. 33 6.1 6.1 ' 6.1

Burglary 308 7.5 16.6 . 26.0

Larceny 254 2.4 9.1 18.8

Auto Theft 116 12.1 22.4 31.0

Forgery 147 8.2 . 17.0 31.3

Drug Vio. 227 4.0 9.3 18.1

Non-Support 5 40.0 40.0 60.0

Other 67 6.0 14.9 22.4

Not Reported 72 2,8 6.9 13.9
1974 Total & 1,363 6.1 12.8

Murder 30 3.3 6.7

Manslaughter 18 0 5.6

Robbery 124 3.2 4.0
 Assault 89 2.2 5.6

Rape 7 0 0

Carn. Know. 13 : 0 0

Ind. Lib. 20 - 10.0 10.0

Burglary 261 9.6 21.8

Larceny 202 5.0 12.4

‘Auto Theft 102 14.7 24.5

Forgery - 97 7.2 10.3

Drug Vio. 234 3.0 9.4

Non~Support 6 To0 0

Other 83 9.6 14.5

Not Reported 77 3.9 11.7

*“All populations followed'thrqﬁgh June 30, 19{5. See NOTE on;Table 3.
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”Recidivism by Age ét Co;mitmgpt

Table 8 shows no éignificant difference in failurekrates for
the three central age groups, including those aged 21 through 40,
Persons less thaﬁ 20 years of age show a significantly higher
failure rate than the central groups and thoée 17 or less were very
much higher than the 21 to 40 age group. Perséns 41 years of age
or overjhéd significantly lower recidivism rates than tp;/younger

categories. The few persons who were 60 and over have far lower

i e

' recidf%ism rates.

Gg&his trend, wi%h the very‘young offenders having a high like~
1ihood of return to an institution and the older offenders having a
ldﬁ likelihood of return seems to be generally consistent in Tabie 9
for all years, This suggesgf that the trend has remained fairly
constant over the last 10 years. This finding is also consistent

with other studies of recidivism conducted in the state.
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TABLE 8
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED(FRQM WASHINGTON STATE
ADULT CORRECTIONS FROM JANUARY 1, 1965 THROU\ﬁ DECEMBER 31, 1974
BY AGE AND BY PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY

e

S

_ Number “Percenﬁ Returned After*

Age Released 6 mo. 1 yr. 2 yrs. 3 yrs, 4 yrs., 5 yrs.

17 og Less 325 | 15.1 31.4 L 49.8 54,8 56,9 - 57.8
| 18 = 20 2,903 7.2 17.4 27.6 31.8 34,1 34,9 i

21 - 25 4,311 | 6.4 15,8 25.4 29.5 3.1 31.9 T
|26 - 30 'Cﬂ“z,g§4‘ﬂ s.s 13.9 22,2 25.8  27.4 28.3

31 - 40 2,733 | 7.2 15.0 24,2 27.6 28.6 29.3

41 - 59 1,965 7.0 13.5 21.2 24,2 | 25.8 26.3

60 & Over 157 3.2 5.1 &3 10,8 115 12.1

TOTAL | 14,858 6.8  15.6 24.9 286 30,3 310

% NOTE: ~ This table combines’ populations for 1965 through 1974 and follows them through
June 30, 1975, While some persons have been on the street (at risk) for 10
: vyears,‘others have been at risk for only 6 months, The average time at risk
K for the total population is approximately 5 years, This table is presented-
only for the purpose of making general comparisons between ages. For ‘
determining the actual percent returned for each age. group for each follow—up o
- period, please see Table 9., :

¥



TABLE 9
NUMBER OF: PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE
ADULT CORRECTTIONS. DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THROUGH 1974; :
: BY AGE AND BY THE PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODRY . : i S

o . Number L , : " Percent Returned After : , S
Age ’ “’ |- . Released - 6 mo, 1 yr. 2 yrs, 3 yrs. 4 yrs., 5 yrs.. ‘To Date*
1965 Total 1,273 10.1 21.3 3 30.3 35.0 - 37.8 39.3 42.7

17 or Less 51 19.6 31.4 43,1 47.1 51.0 52.9 62.7

-18 ~ 20 ' 244 7.4 180 30,3 37.3 40,6 42,6 45,9

21 - 25 317 9.5 21.1 30.3 - 36.0 38.8 39.4 43.5

26 - 30 s 183 9.3 24,0 31.1 36.6 39,9 41.5 ~43.7

31 - 40 ' 274 12.0 20.8 28.8 32,1 33.9 35.4 39.1

e 41 - 59 - 194 10.8 21.6 29,4 30.9 33.5 35.6 37.6

60 & Over 10 0 10 0 10.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0
1966 Total 1,357 . 6.9 15.8 27.7 33,5 36.3 37.4 '40.0

17 or Less | " 43 18.6 30.2 60,5 60.5 60.5 60.5 65.1

18 - 20 224 10.7 21.9 -33.0 - 37.1 40,6 43.8 46.4

21 ~ 25 353 o ko0 12,5 25,5 32,5 35,4 36.5 38.5 e

26 -~ 30 = . 210 6.2 - 13.8 24.8 . 32.4 36.7 37.6 40.5 3

31 ~ 40 302 . 6.6 15.2 25,5 3L.1 32,1 32.8 36.1 i

41 -~ 59 205 7.3 15.6 27.3 32.7 35.6 36.1 38.0

60 & Over 20 0 5,0 5.0 15.0 15.0 15.0 15.0 -

1967 Total 1,673 7.3 16.5 27.7 31.4 32.9 34,1 36.5

17 or Less 63 {  20.6 38.1- 57.1 58.7 58.7 60.3 66.7

18 - 20 | 284 9.5 20.1 3L.7 37.7 40.1 41.5 4h 4

21 -~ 25 436 4.8 17.0 28.4 32.6 33.3 34.4 36.2

26 - 30 282 - 6.0 15.2 24,8 27.3 29.1 31.6 35.5

31 - 40 ' 331 8.5 15.4 . 27.2 30.5 31.4 32.0 33.5

41 - 59 : 248 6.0 10,1 19.8 23.0 25,4 26.2 27.8
60 & Over 29 “3ah 6.9 17.2 17.2 17.2 17.2 17.2

. , : if )
1968 Total . 1,490 7.2 18.7 29.7 33.9 35.9 ~36.8 39.4
17 :or Less 37 10.8 43,2 51.4 2.2 ©64.9 (64,9 64.9
18:= 20 249 7.2 21.7 36.1 . 40.6 43.8 44,6 - 7 47.4
21 -25 L 424 7.1 18,6 30.2 34,9 36.6 38.2 39.9
26 -30 237 7.6 18.1, 29.1 32.5 34.2 34.6 37.1 )

31 - 40 . 282 5.7 16.3 26,20 29.8 . 31.6 32,6 36.5

41 - 59 ! 241 7.9 15.8 24.5 28.6 © 30,7 -.30.7 32.4
.- 60 & Over 200, 15.0 15.0 15,0 -~ 15,0 15.0 15.0 15.0 o
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TABLE 9 (Contlnued)
NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE
ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THROUGH 1974
BY AGE AND BY THE PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY

e
-
PN

A

Number Percent Returned After ;
Age - Released 6 mo. 1 yr. 2 yrs, 3 vyrs. 4 yrs, 5 yrs. To Date*
1969 Total 1,503 8.8 18.4 29,2 33.7 36.1 37.3 -38.2
17 or Less 40 12.5 37.5 67.5 72.5 80.0 - 82,5 82.5
18 - 20 262 9,2 17.9 28.6 35.1 37.4 38.2 39.3
21 - 25 420 9.8 ~.49.0 29.5 34,5 37.1 38.6 39.8:
26 - 30 247 4.9 14,6 25.9 30.0 32.8 35.2 36.4
31 - 40 . 289 9.3 20,4 31,1 34.9 37.0 38.1 38.8
41 - 59 227 10.1 17.6 26,0 28.6 30.0 30.4 30.4
60 & Qver 18 0 : 0 0 4 0 0 0
1970 Total 1,380 6.4 15,1 - 24.5 25{ 31.1 32,8
/17 or Less 21 14.3 . 23.8 47,6 57, l 57.1 57.1
/18 =20 290 5.5 17.2 26.6 30.3 34.5 36.6
7 21 - 25 407 6.4 15.2 26.3 - 30,7 ©32.9 35.1
26 - 30 216 3.7 10.6 16.7 -~ 21.3 22.2 23,6
31 - 40 - 247 8.9 174 27.1 32.0 33.2 34.8
41 - 59 191 o 6.8 13.6 - 21.5 © 25,1 27.2 27.7
.60 & Over 8 © 0 0 - 0 0 -12.5 25.0
1 1971 Total 1,593 5.0 - 13.2- - 23,0 27.9 30.8
17 or Less =p .23 8.7 L2601 34.8 29,1 9 43,5 -
18 - .20 331 5.7 14.8 25.1 30.8 - - 35.0
21 - 25 430 4,0 3.0 - .25.3 32,3 36.3
26 - 30 305 5.9 13.8 23,3 27.2 - 29.5
31 - 40 293 4,4 . 11.3 20.8 - 24,9 126.3
41 - 59 190 - -+ 5.8 12,6 17.9 '20.0// 21.1
60 & Over 21 | 0 0 4.8 4.8/ 4.8
b2

e
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TABLE 9 (Continued) :

NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE /
ADULT. CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THROUGH 1974 , L
BY AGE AND BY THE PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY

; . Number : Percent Returged After
Age ‘ Peleased . 6 =5 1 yr., 2 yrs. 3 yrs. . 4 yrs. 5 yrs. To Date*
1972 Total "1,736 5.0 13.7 22.8 . ; 27.7
17 or Less 24 8.3 16.7 29.2 ’ 458
18 - 20 418 5.3 14.8 . 27.5 ! . 33.0
21 - 25 555 5.0 15.3 24.0 , , : 28.6
26 - 30 263 4.6 14,8 21.7 - , 26,6
31 - 40 280 5.7 11.8 20.4 , @ ‘ 23.9
41 - 59 ~ 187 3.2¢ -8.0 13.9 : o 018.7
60 & Over 9 0 g 0 < 11.1.
1973 Total , 1,490 6.0 12,7 21.9
17 or Less : 14 7.1 7.1 928,6
18 - 20 344 7.6 18.0 . , 2 25.9
21 - 25 : 475 7.4 15.2 o : 24,8
26 - 30 273 3.7 7.7 ‘ L : S 17.2
31 - 40 224 4.5 8.9 19.2
41 - 59 : 150 4.7 . 8.0 16.0
60 & Over 10 10.0 710.0 10.0
1974 Total 1,363 6.1 - 12.8
17 or Less 9 11.1 33.3
18 - 20 ,a957 6.2 13.6  »
21 - 25 © 494 7.1 14.4
26 - 30 248 4.0 10.9
31 - 40 ' 211 6.2 11.4
41 - 59 : 132 6.1 - 9.8
60 & Over 12 0 : 8.3

PR

* All populations followed through June 30, 1975,k;See NOTE Table 3. = | ’Q‘
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Recidivism by Ethnic Group kcv , _ , -
Table 1Q compaﬁes the cumulative failure rates for all those

released from 1965 through 1974 by ethnic group. It can be seen that

the American Indian category consistently has the~highest failure rate‘

for every follow-up period for each year examined. Admiseion staﬁ-

istic& by race forC}iscal years 1971 and 1972 shew that while‘approxi~

mately 25% of all non-Indian admissions were parole violators, the

rate;of admissions for parole violators for Indians was 55.6% for

fiscal year 1971 and 41.3% for fiscal yeaf 1972——eppfoximately'twice

the rate of any other racial group. Further’data analysis is »

necessary to determine if alcoholxinvolvement or any efher variable’

is related to this higher parole failure rate for American‘Indiane.
Mexican-American and "Other' categories are considerably loﬁer'

than the other cetegories in their rate of failure. As notea, the

Mexdican-American category has only been reCorded’seﬁarately since 1969, =

Prior to that ﬂexican—Americans were inclﬁ@ed:ih tﬁeb"Other” categofy;

Since the Mexican-American category‘dbes ngé include the four (4)

earliest years, the return rates shown 1n Table 10 are expected to be

~ lower than for the other categories. 1In turning to Table 11, where the

actual failureyrates for the Mexican—Amerlcan category are shown, it can

. be seen that the Mex1can~Amer1can category does in fact have a 1ower

recidivism rate than the other major ethnic groups until about 1971,

/

when the digference becomes minor. The category with consistently the

lowest recidivism is the "Other" category. This category includes Japanese,

Chinese, Filipino and all other ethnic groups, and has con81stently had ‘,7 ;1

- the lcwestjfailure ‘rate for all follonup periods in each year.

.
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In comparing the white and black racial categories it can be

: seen (Table 10) that while during the first six months to one year

Whitgs’haVera slightly higher féilure rate, the failure rate for:
Blacks’eqﬁéls aﬁ&?begins to pass that for the Whité category during
the second year follow-up and appears to increase at a slightly
higﬁer rate over: subsequent years. An examination of Table ll
shows tﬁat this trend appears to have been cbnstant over the past‘
10 years, with whites having the highest failure rate during the
early months after release but with blacks eventually haﬁing a higher
rate of return with'more than two years follow-up. The only real
eiceptioﬁ to this trend appears to be for thosé released during
éalendar yéar 1971. It can be seen in that year that even after
three years' follow-up whites had a higher rate of’return to the

institutions. Whether or not the trend is beginning to diminish

~=is difficult to say until furthe}~follow—up data are available; but

che\data for 1973 and 1974 tend to ipdicate that the overall trend

described above is still occurring.
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TABLE 10
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE
ADULT CORRECTIONS FROM JANUARY 1, 1965 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 1974
BY ETHNIC GROUP AND BY PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY

Numter ; Percent Returned After** , R
Ethnic Group Released . 6 mo. 1 vyr, 2 yrs, 3 yrs. -4 yrs, 5 yrs.
White 11,638 6.9 15.5 24,5 28,0 29.5 30.1 |
Black 1,961 4.5 13.9 25.6 30.6 32.7 34.3
Amer. Indian 803 12,2 23,9  35.0 38.9 41,2 41,7
Mexican-Amer. 114 6.1 11.4 15.8 20.2 21,9 %
Other 342 3.2 . 9.4 140 17,5 19.6 20.2°
TOTAL 14,858 I 6.8 15.6..  24.9 28.6 30.3 31.0

W i R
3 8

% Mexican-American has been recorded as a separate category since 1969. Before that they
were included in the "Other" catepory. Since this category does not include the
4 earliest years, its return rates should be comparativaly lower. See note below.

#*% NOTE:

This table ‘combines populations for 1965 through 1974 and follows them through
June 30, 1975, While some persons have been on the street (at risk) for 10
years, others have been at risk for only 6 months, The average time at risk
for the total population is approximately 5 years. This table is presented

only for the purpose of making general comparisons brtween ethnic groups. Faor '

determining the actual percent returged for each group for each follow—up a

period, please see Table 11
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TABLE 11
NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE
ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1965 THROUGH 1974
BY ETHNIC GROUP AND BY THE PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY .

Number Percent Returned After

Ethnic Group Released 6 mo. 1 yr. 2 yxs, 3 yrs, 4 yrs. 5 yrs. To Date¥®
1965 Total 1,273 10,1 21.3 30.3 35.0 37.8 39.3 42,7
White , 1,026 9.8 20.8 29.7 33.7 36.3 37.4 40.9
Bladk 137 8.8 18.2 29,2 38.0 40.9 45,3 49.6
Amer +Indian 72 16.7 34,7 43.1 51.4 56.9 56,9 59,7
Other 38 10.5 21.1 26.3 28.9 31,6 34,2 34,2
1966 Total 1,357 6.9 15.8 27.7 33.5 36.3 37.4 40.0
White 1,085 7.4 15.9 27.5 33,1 35.6 36.8 39.4
Black 135 3.0 16.3 35,6 43,7 47 .4 48.9 52,6
Amer. Indian - 60 15.0 28.3 40,0 - 46,7 51.7 51.7 51.7
Other 77 1.3 3.9 7.8 117 14.3 - 15.6 16.9

1967 Total 1,673 © 7.3 16.5 27.7 31.4 32.9 34.1 36.5
White 1,309 7.3 16.0 27.0 30.3 31.8 .32.8 35.1
Black - 183 7.7 16.9 31.7 36.6 37.2 40.4 44 .8
Amer. Indian 109 11.0 28.4 42,2 48.6 49,5 50.5 52,3
Other 72 | 1.4 6.9 9.7 13.9 16.7 16.7 18,1
1968 Total L 1,490 7.2 18.7 29.7 33.9 35.9 36.8 . 39,1
| White {1,186 6.8 18.5 28,9 32.9 34,7 ‘35,6 » 37.8°

Black 184 5.4 16,5 31,5 37.5 39,1 40.8 44,6
Amer. Indian 81 17.3 27.2 42,0 45,7 49.4 49,4 51.9
Other 39 : 7.7 10.3 17.9 23,1 28,2 28.2 28,2
1969 Total 1,503 8.8 18.4 29,2 33,7 36,1 '37.3 38.2
White 1,192 8.6 17.3 27.5 - 31.6 33.7 34,7 35.7
Black 1173 7.5 20.8 32.9 41.6 - 46,8 50.3 50.9
Amer, Indian 97 |  16.5 29.9 46.4 47 .4 49.5 50.5 50.5
Mexdican-Amer. 7 1. 0 14.3 14,3 28.6 28.6. 28.6 28.6
Other 34 2.9 14,7 23.5 26.5 26,5 26.5 26.5

15




TABLE ll (Contlnued) o IR ' ' : S
NUMBER OF PERSONS PAROLED OR DISCHARGED FROM WASHINGTON STATE ) :
ADULT CORRECTIONS DURING CALENDAR YEARS 1.965 THROUGH 1974
"BY ETHNIC GROUP AND BY THE PERCENT RETURNED TO CUSTODY

v Number ' © " Percent Returned After : ;
Ethnic Group | Released 6 mo 1yr. 2yrs. 3 yrs. 4 yrs. 5 yrs. To Date¥*
1970 Total 1,380 6.4 15.1 24.5 28.8 31.1 ¢ 32,8
White _ 1,067 6.5 15.2 23.9 27.9 29.8 31.0 7
Black : 179 3.9 12,8 25.7 31.3 35,2 40.2
© Amer. Indian 96 10.4 20,8 31.3 36.5 40.6° 42.7
Mexican~Amer. 15 6.7 6.7 13.3 13,3 13,3 13.3
Other , 23 4.3 ~13.0 21.7 30.4 30.4 '30.4
1971 Total 1,593 5.0 13.2 23.0 27.9 , - 30.8
White 01,222 5.5 14,2 23.4 28.2 ' g 30.9
Black ‘ 244 1.2 6.6 20.9 26.6 30.3 7
Amer. Indian : 84 8.3 16.7 27.4 31.0 33.3
Mexican-Amer.| 23 13.0 17.4 17.4 30.4 ‘ 34.8
Other 20 0 10.0 15.0 15,0 15.0 4
S Bt
1972 Total 1,736 5.0 13.7 22,8 27.7 A
. White 1,356 4,9 12,9 21.8 - 26.6 | e
Black 274 3.6 16.1 27.0 - - R 32.5 . “Z- s
Amer. Indian ‘ 68 13.2 22.1 29,4 ; 33.8 :
Mexican-Amer. | 26 3.8 15.4 23.1 : : 30.8
Other 12 0 o o . R o ‘ 0
1973 Total. 1,490 .. 6.0 12.7 21.9
White , 1,157 6.8 13,3 22.3
"Black 227 2.6 9.7 ‘x 21.6
Amer. Indian 73 6.8 16.4 - ! 23.3
Mexican-Amer. ' 24 0 0 4,2
Other , 9 0 1L.1 “11.1
1974 Total ' 1,363 1 6.1 oo : ' 12.8
White 1,038 6.6 : ; S : 12.8
Black 225 o 4.0 11.1
- - Amer, Indian 63 6.3 17:5
~ Mexican-Amer.| 19 - 10.5 21.1
Other e 18 0 - 6.3 0

% All populations followed through June 30, 1975, See NOTE om Table 3, '~ ... . 13
T IR e R B | S
A ’ : “ ’ ’ ' :
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Tﬁis‘publication preseqts basic-data related to recidiviSQ fates |
s for persons paroled or discharged from Washington State COrreCtioﬁal’
facilities. The following conclusions are éupported by the daeav'
presented:

1. Over the last 10 years return rates have been reduced.
This apparently has been due to adminlstratlve changes
(i.e. on-site hearings for parocle violators) that now
tend to keep more parolees in the community.

2., Overall return rates in recent years for persons re-
leased from Washington correctional facilities are
approximately 6% after six months' follow-up, 13% to
14% after twelve months'follow-up and 23% to 24% after
two years.

3. The return rate levels off after five years at just-
under 40%. Even after 10 years follow~up 60% of those
released have not returned to a Washington State
correctional facillty

4. Of those who returned during the follow-up period (up
to 10 years) 75% returned in the first two years.

5. The Washington State Corrections Center at Shelton
had the lowest return rate for all institutions housing
male residents while the Purdy Treatment Center for
Womien had a far lower return rate than any other cor- '
rectional institution. :

6. Persons entering the correctional system as first
admissions have significantly lower return rates
after release than those who enter the system as

re-admissions or parole v1olators.

7. Return rates by offense show that the offense cate- Z
gories with the lowest recidivism rates are manslaughter,
‘murder, indecent liberties, and drug violations. The
offense categories with the highest failure rates are
burglary, forgery, and auto theft. These are also

~among the largest (most populous)‘offense categories;

8. A large increase beginning in 1970 in the number of
drug offenders released, accompanied by a decreaslng
rate of return for drug offenders, help in part, to ‘
‘explain the overall reduction in recidivism rates des~
cribed above in»conclu31on number one. s

e
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There is a relatively high return rate for persons under
the age of 21 and a lower return rate for those in the

‘over 40 age groups. There appears to be nb significant

difference in the return rates of various age groupings
of the population between the ages of 21 and 40,

Recidivism by ethnic group shows that the "Other" cate-
gory .(including Japanese, Chinese, and Filipino) has

‘consistently lower return rates while American Indians

have significantly higher return rates than any other
ethnic group. Return rates for whites and blacks are
very -similar, although whites tend to return to the
institution at a somewhat higher rate during early
months after release while blacks tend to return at a
higher rate than whites after two years of follow-up.
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