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I. INTRODUCTION 

In its war on crime and juvenile delinquency, ~1ississippi, like other 

states, is engaged in the difficult task of upgrading its criminal justice 

system. Substantial help is available in this effort through the federal 

funding and technical assistance provided under the enabling legislation 

now known as the Crime Control Act of 1973. The Law Enforcement Assistance 

Division, which is the Mississippi State Planning Agency, is charged under 

the federal law with responsibility for developing the Comprehensive Plans 

and for sub-funding those projects that will create a more efficient and 

effective system of criminal justice. Standards developed by the American 

Bar Association and by other national agencies and commissions indicate 

the direction that this upgrading must take. Staff specialists within the 

Law Enforcement Division as well as those in the Law Enforcement Assistance 

Administration and its various technical assistance projects are available 

to provide on-site assistance and evaluation. 

Within Mississ;pp;~ there is support and even enthusiasm for the total 

task. Judges, prosecutors and other members of the justice system are 

participating eagerly in training programs for themselves and for one an

other. There is a timeliness to the effort ~hat capitalizes on a widespread 

recognition that the system is not adequtate for today's needs, that change 

is mandated and inevitable. 

A unique resource being brought to bear on the present needs is the 

University of ~1ississippi School of Law, the state's only accredited law 

school. It has sponsored four projects that begin to fill extensive gaps 

) 
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in the system and in so doing, is also creating strong clinical opportunities 

for its students. 

Becaus·e the University of Mississippi School of Law provides such a 

unique resource to the state, the Mississippi La'v'l Enforcement Assistance 

Division and the Law School requested that the four present programs being 

offered be carefully reviewed and evaluated. The state and the University 

were anxious to have an individual review the projcet operations and to . 

make recommendations that would assist them in improving the performance 

of these programs. 

Under the auspices of the American University Criminal Courts Technical 

Assistance Project, John F .X. Irving, Dean of Seton Hall University Law 

School, and an individual with vast experience and expertise in criminal 

justice planning, training and the establishment of clinical education pro~ 

grams, spent three days in Mississippi evaluating the Law Scho01 1s programs 

and proposing recommendations for their continued improvement. 

The School of Law, University of Mississippi 7 specifically requested 

Mr. Irving to serve as evaluator. He had been in Mississippi a year before 

vJOrking with the state planning agency to increase its capabil ity for 

effectiveness in the area of court reform. He became known and famil iar 

with some of the basic problems confronting Mississippi in this subject 

area. 

Prior experience was particularly useful. He had been responsible 

as staff attorney for the American Bar Association in 1962 .. 65 for the de

velopment of law school clinics in his genpral responsibility of prolllotin!) 

legal aid and defenders services across the courty The la\'1 internship 

program at Mississippi is an extention of that kind of clinic. 

, 
., 
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From 1965 until 1969, Dean Irving was responsible for judicial train

ing programs in his capacity as Executive Director of the National Council 

on Juvenile Court Judges and Dean of its judicial training programs. He 

structured some of the first pre-service training programs for juvenile 

llnd family court judges at the University of Colorado during those years. 

In 1974, he served as consultant in New Jersey to the American Judicature 

Society in its study of thl"'\ state courts of limited jurisdiction and has 

recently been named Chairman of the Court Modernization Committee, New 

Jersey Bar Association. He is one of a fifteen member national advisory 

board to the U.S. Commissioner of Education. 

An early worker in the national war on crime o he organized the Illinois 

~tdte Planning Agency in 1969 and became first Chairman of the National 

rl'.'iociation of Criminal Justice Planning Agency Directors. Since 1971 9 

h(' has been Dean of the School of Law, Seton Hall Uni vers ity. 

.J 
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11. METHODOLOGY 

The evaluator visited Mississippi on June 26-28, 1974, and did as 

intensive an appraisal of the four Law School projects as time would allow. 

To facilitate the process, the University made its plane available. 

Accompanied by one or more representatives of the School, an on-site visit 

was made of the internship program in Clarksdale and in Biloxi ,and par

ticipating interns and mentol"S were interviewed. The interns were observed 

in the Justice of the Peace Court in Clarksdale where one student argued 

a misdemeanor case for the prosecution and another intern defended the 

indigent accused. Both interns were supervised by a prosecutor and a 

public defenders respectively. In Biloxi, an intern was observed trying 

minor criminal and traffic cases for the prosecution. 

In Jackson, a training ~rogram for Justices of the Peace and for 

Constables was observed; trainees were interviewed; and the trainers 

outlined the specific goals of the session for the evaluator. Later, a 

training program in Biloxi for court reporters was visited, and a short 

appraisal of the four projects VIas compiled to meet the immediate needs 

of the grantee school and of the state planning agency. That critique was 

left with one of the principals, Professor Noah S. Sweat of the Law School. 

Representatives of the Prosecutors Association and of the Criminal 

Justice Research Service were also interviewed. Written reports were 

collected and, in the case of the Research Service. participating law 

students and the Associate Law Librarian, Helen Crawford, Vlere also inter-

viewed. 

The four projects are evaluated against the goals set out for each 

in the applications for funding support; personal observations of the 

~, .. "'t:'~~~~:-:"' ..... '¢l; __ ,..' _.,...,..-'~:""'-~':;".~7~ ..... tI: .• _11\. ___ 1 ,,,.:'n ~-:-",,-~~'~-~-"-. 
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evaluator; and the communicated perceptions of the programs by the 

participating staff, la\'l students and consumet's. An attempt has also been 

made to see these projects not only in relation to the needs of the pa,'

ticipating students and trainees but in relation to the national movements 

toward clinical legal education, judge training t professionalizing the 

prosecution and defense~ and national standards and goals for criminal 

justice. 

J 



1_W4/'i4 .1= 

III. THE PROSECUTOR TRAINING INTERN PROGRAM 

A. Profile 

The University of Mississippi School of Law is using the principle 

of supply and demand to develop a strong criminal justice clinical program 

for senior 1m'/ students. The supply of talented young men and women \'/ho 

have completed four semesters of law school and who seek an intenslve trial 

experience are being placed for a semester -- or for a summer -- with 

pro~ecuturs, public defenders or youth court judges who critica1ly need 

additional staff capability. These public officials are functioning without 

many of the resoU)~ces essential for the satisfactory performance of their 

duties. The law students (interns) help meet at least their manpower needs 

thanks to a liberal student practice rule in Mississippi. 

Participating students receive 12 credits for the semester's work 

(10 credits for a summer session) plus moderate SUbsistence and travel 

(:'~penS(lJ. The intern is advised in writing (Intern Program Requirements 

and Suggestions) that this is a "full semester, full commitment program .•• 

The intel~n is subject to 24 hour call by his assigned cfficial, and is 

required to keep the same daily hours as other la\,lyers in his assigned 

office." The rigors of the program require submission to the Program 

Director of a weekly activities report and a by-weekly case log signed by 

the assigned official as being substantially accurate. There are occasional 

smninars that the intern must attend on week-ends, and, if he is not get

ting sufficient trial experience (the Director has set a goal of 30-40 trials 

per intern), he may be transferred to another office which is more sol

icitous of his needs as a student. This weeding out of weak field offices 

,j 
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has been a chief means of strengthening t,~ program. 

This program has been in operaiion ~~nce 1970. Because Mississippi 

is a large rur.al state, the interns are o~~igned to offices that are often 

a great distance from the sponsoring law ·.r.hool, and supervision is a 

constant concern. During nine weeks of it,n Spring Semester, 1974, some 

42 interns participated in at least 1,059 hearings. These hearings pro

vide a variety of experience to interns ~lho work for prosecutors appearing 

in more than one court and an especially 1ntensive trial experience to those 

interns who work for the few overburdened public defenders in the state. 

In Youth Court, the interns take the role of prosecutor. The appendix 

contains sample caselogs and activities reports. 

Supervision of the program is provid~d by the Law School Dean, 

Parham Williams. The Administrative DireLtor~ Robert Short~ gives three

fourths of his time to the program, and there is a full time Administrative 

secretary for the project. The school pluns to add a full time field 

supervisor in the near future. 

B. Program Goals 

The program has a primary and a secondary goal. As an educational 

instrument, the primary goal of the sponsor' must be educational: to 

develop competent trial attorneys. It measures this goal by the subjective 

reactions and exper'iences. of the interns and by tho on-site observations 

of the Administrative Director. The proposed field supervisor will in

crease the program's capacity for such eVuluation and win provide greater 

qual ity control. 

~":;4-~~'",~."""t' .. ~=, '~"""'~I:>~'~"'~_-:-'-'-'_:--~"'M " '~',.:r~~ .. --~ ••. 't"~ ..... ~ ... - -= , ... ~ 
.) 1 ~ . 
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The secondary goal of the program is the aiding of the judicial 

process in Mississippi. Reac-tions of the bench and bart and, particularly~ 

the officials -to whom the interns are assigned, are solicited and are 

nearly uniformly positive and enthusiastic. 

The evaluator shares the enthusiasm of the sponsors, of the assigned 

officials, and of the in-state commentators on the merits of this program. 

Despite some inevitable growing pains in the program (which students may 

be prone to identify) the interns are well satisfied that the program has 

merit. Many believe the internship program should be a required course 

for all law students. It is only after one recognizes the enormous needs 

of Mississippi in the criminal justice field that one can appreciate the 

fresh contributions that these energetic la\'l students are bringing to the 

criminal process and thereby appreciate the va1idity of the positive as

sessments that one hears of this program. 

The program should therefore be refunded at requested levels and 

cultivated. It enjoys having a dedicated administrative director and has 

the support of the faculty committee which oversees it. 

There is no doubt that the intern, thrown into trial practice, learns 

quickly. Whether he learns the preferred techniques of trial practice is 

a matter of concern to the School of Law and to the Director of the program. 

This dilemma. inherent in any out-of-house progtam, can be largely resolved 

by the eH1?loyment of a field supervisor. He will observe interns in their 

actual clinical setting, and assist the program by making proper adjustments 

to their clinical education. 
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C. Recommendations: 

1. The name of this program is inaccurate and should be revised~ 

The scope of the clinical program is far broader than this 

title suggests in that interns work for defenders and assigned 

counsel as well as for prosecutors. It is a Criminal Justice 

Internship Program. 

2. There is some misunderstanding among the pa\~ticipating 1aw 

students about the purpose of keeping a log of activities and 

a case log. The value of the log should be re-examined and, if 

retained, the students should receive a clear explanation of its 

purpose. 

3. The field supervisor and the Administrative Director (with what

ever time he can afford) need to provide as much on-site super

vision as possible. This is urgent because of the uncertain 

quality of judicial performance in some courts (the Justices of 

the Peace are not attorneys) and the diversity of commitment by 

supervising prosecutors and others to helping the students learn 

the trial practice. One intern specifically suggested such on

site visits. Another wrote: "All too often the techniques used 

by the D.A. or prosecuting attorney to whom you are assigned are 

much less than proper and complete." 

4. The student intern should have an oppot~tunity to see' himself on 

videotape. Many students and teachers feel that self-evaluation 

In this experience is uniquely rewarding. 
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5. The Director of this program should use every means possible to 

inform the prosecutors and defenders of the purpose of the intern 

clinic. In addition to the material now given each such mentor, 

it might be helpful for these supervisors to sign a Statement of 

Agreement \~hich would make painfully clear to them what their 

responsibilities to the students are. Commenting on this point, 

one intern wrote in his appraisal of his experiences, "There 

seemed to be a break down in conmunication between the school n 

and our supervisors and judges. They did not seem to fully under

stand the intent of the program or \'1hat was expected of them as 

supervisors. From my discussions with other interns across the 

state this seems to be a mutual complaint", 

6. A suggested schedu1e in the broadest terms ought to be developed 

for the intership experience. This would advise the prosecutor 

or other mentor that the clinical experience should afford total 

tiral participation along indicated time tables. For example, 

the fir~t week should probably be devoted to observation of actual 

trials and preliminary hearings. In other words, the plunge into 

actually trying a case should be gradual. 

7. A course in Trial Practice would be a desirable prerequisite to 

participation in the internship program. 

8. The program appears to be sensitive to the gUidelines for clinical 

programs that have emerged in this experimental area. These 

guidelines deal with the selection of a suitable field office; 

limitation on the number of students that such an office can 
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IV. THE MISSISSIPPI JUDICIAL COLLEGE 

A. Profile 

Since 1970, the Mississippi JUdicial College has begun to fill the 

considerable needs for in-scrvice training of state judges, court clerks, 

court reporters, constables and other criminal and juvenile justice per

sonnel. In the current fiscal year, programs will also be offered to pro

bation and parole officers and it is anticipated that 1,400 persons will 

participate in one or more of the College programs during the year. The 

college has a research capability and is at present engaged in the devel

opment of a modern compilation of model jury i"nstructions. This research 

is ainled at modernizing court procedures~and the publications emanating 

from the College are in the areas of cou.'t management and operation. 

The College is housed at the Univc\'s'if:y's School of La\'/ \!/hich created 

ito and is under the careful direction of Ptofessor Noah S. Sweat, a 

fonner prosecutor and a former circuit court .judge in Mississippi. The 

extraordinary potential of the College is directly attributable to its 

prestigious sponsorship~ 

The College is enjoying an enthusiastic response among the many 

segments of the criminal justice system who are afforded its training 

opportunities. The President of the Justice of the Peace Association~ 

a large ot'ganization of lay judges, \'/hile utging a greater role in program 

planning, was very complimentary of the College and of its personnel. This 

appears to be a common reaction based on the self-perceived need for 

training and on the quality of the efforts to date. 

j 
.1 
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A visitor is similarly impressed. Certainly, the College fills a 

huge void and should be cultivated and refunded. It is difficult to avoid 

bccomi ng 11~.iv.e about the many services that the Co 11 ege renders to the 

Justice System in Mississippi. In an effort to help in its evolution --

and to warn against the pitfalls of overextension 

mendations are made. 

B. Recommendations 

the following recotn-

1. Regarding the Pt~oposed 1974-75 Budqet, these items should be 

reassessed: 

a. County Court Judges are not included on the Budget sheet for 

Travel and Subsistence although they are identified elSeltlhere 

in the proposal as potential trainees. This may be an over

sight. 

b. There are no justifications provided for the Travel and Sub

sistence of Speakers and Panelists (and the number needed is 

omitted); the Board of Governors; and the Ad Hoc Committee. 

2. The College has grown to such an extent that it encompasses far 

more than the judicial universe. The name should be changed to 

reflect the reality and that will encourage a1l criminal justice . . 

personnel to relate more closely to it. 

3, The policy board consists of four leading judges and a member of 

the law school faculty. It ought to be expanded to include 

representatives of the other disciplines in the criminal justice 

.,-.-; ~ ....... ..,.,... ...... ,..."'.....-""';. - -~.<,-~."'-.,.-. ... .1 
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system. Such an expanded board will prove more effective to the 

Director and staff in developing future programs and policies. It 

will also increase the College's ability to become institutional

ized and peYTllanent should outside funding ever tenninate. In this 

expansion, a possible place for an infomled layman and even a 

former offender ought to be consiaered. Certainly, they have 

something to say about the citizen perception of the system and 

these ideas have inplications for training. 

4. If the policy board is not expanded, then an ad hoc planning 

committee should be assembled for each discipline that \'/i1~ be 

offered a training program. Such a committee drawn largely from 

the proposed trainees, can best advise on the precise training 

needs, format, dates, etc. 

5. The College should assess whether it can effectively offer the 

twenty-four training programs it proposes for 1974-75. There;s 

a danger of over-extension, of excessive use of the lecture 

method because it is the easiest to structure, and a possible 

counter-productive reaction if the group of trainees is too 

large at each program to allow for individual participation. It 

would be tragic if the hundreds of potential trainees (there were 

some 200-300 at the session on June 27th) were to lose their 

present enthusiasm for the College's offerings. 

6. The College should begin to train smaller groups at a time, use 

more of the rich and varied techniques now developed for contin-
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uing adult education, and structure inter-disciplinary programs 

that get to the he'art of any existing tensions or obstructionism. 

Some of th; sis no\'l be; n9 done, but the stronger tendency appears 

to be to open the training doors for as many people \'Jithin the 

invited discipline who are willing to come at any given time. This 

will soon wear thin. One technique worth considering is the so

called Community Team \~orkshop,in which the leading members of 

the justice system in a given community are brought together to 

examine their priority needs and to develop a formu1a for better 

effectiveness. This offering is held 1t/ithin the community; costs 

are low; and new personal relationships often replace the brusque

ness that occasionally characteri7es the inter-relationships of 

the local judges, prosecutors, school officials and other community 

representatives whose work brings them into contact with the 

justice system. 



V. THE PROSECUTORS ASSOCIATION 

A. Profi 1 e 

Prosecution of alleged felons, misdemeants and minor offenders rests 

in Mississippi with District Attorneys, County Prosecutors and City Attorneys. 

The majOl~ity of these are part time, elected officials. In 1973, these 

individuals established the Mississippi Prosecutors Association to provide 

for their continuing education and training needs and to publish a news

letter containing case decisions, news items, notices of training oppor-

tunitics and sirnilal' information. 

During its fitst year of funding, two seminars were offered, but the 

resignation of its staff person precluded publication of the newsletter, 

and in general, severely limited its activity. A search is underway for 

a replacement who will be called the Education and Training Coordinator. 

Policy is set by a fifteen member Board of Directors, all of whom 

are prosecutors. They also identibY the curriculum for each training 

session and maintain an independence from the Mississippi JUdicial College. 

One of the two seminars offered this past year, indicates the potential of 

this overall effort. It was put on by the National Association for Pro

secution Management and brought new people and new ideas to the attention 

of Mississippi prosecutors. 

There are many pitfalls, howe "r, in the maintenance of a tra'ining 

entity for prosecutors separate from the umbrella organization which now 

provides training for other criminal justice personnel: the Mississippi 

Judicial College. The loss of momentum created by the departure of the 

chi ef staff member 111 us tra tes one of the dangers. More importantly 

perhaps, there is an inbreeding and myopia induced when anyone discipline 



determines its own training needs and when the members train one another. 

Measures should be blken to guard against a continuing isolation by ~1is .. 

sissippi prosecutors from other disciplines within the state. A merger with 

the Mississippi Judicial College (expanded upon later in this report) is 

one obvious solution. Another is the inclusion of other disciplines in 

the planning and presentation of training programs. For the hal~d fact is 

that prosecutors often have a special dependency on thp behavioral and 

health sciences in self perception, in understanding the motivations of 

jurors and \,litn('~5es, and in the establishment of a prima facie cusc. 

The first year's experience has been faltering but the needs are so 

extensive that funding of the Prosecutors Association should be continued. 

The following rec:ommendations, however, seem so important as to warrant to 

become conditions for future financial support. 

B. Recommendations 

1. The following budgetary items proposed for 1974-75 should be 

justified! 

a. The cost of fringe benefits is set at $3,136. This differs 

from the 11.7% rate for such benefits in the other La'iJ 

School proposals being evaluated; 

b. The indirect costs ($14,500) appear to be higher than the 

50% of salarios and wages allowed; 

c. Travel of all 80 prosecutors to four programs during the year 

appears expensive and of dubious validity. Smaller regional 
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training sessions would seem more effective. allow greater 

involvenlent of all the participants, and be less costly. 

d. the costs of out-of-state training should be justified in 

view of the intensive in-state training proposed; 

e. The travel costs of the 15 member board of directors six times 

during the year needs to be reconsidered. A smaller training 

committee would likely be more effective. It could meat more 

often at less costs. 

2. Ideally, as indiciltf·d above, this trninir,v pro~Jl~i.!rn should be merged 

into the umbrella training organization in the criminal justice 

field known as the Mississippi Judicial College. Cross fertili

zation of ideas; interdisciplinary workshops; continuity of effort; 

performance con~lentary; and cost savings are direct benefits of 

a merger. The prosecutors could retain their own advisory 

committee, but a separate training entity in Mississippi is hard 

to justify. 

3. The policy board and the program spea~ers should not be so heavily 

loaded with Mississippi prosecutors. This nli1itates against the 

mind expansion and sensitizing qualities that every training pro

gram of professionals should achieve. 

4. A newsletter will without doubt be useful for prosecutors. Whether 

it should be published monthly to the apparent exclusion of more 

urgently needed manuals is a matter for the policy board to 

determine. 
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5. The prosecutors should consider the appl icability for Mississippi 

of the several American Bar Association Standards and those pro

posed in 1973 by the Nationa1 Advisory Commission on Criminal 

Justice Standards and Goa1s especially as they deal \'lith the 

prosecutorial function. The Association can then become an in ... 

strument of significant change utilizing the training as a step

ping off point for identification of such matters as the preferred 

organizational structure of a prosecutor's office, law reform, 

and court unification. 

I 
J 
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VI. THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESEARCH SERVICE 

This project, housed in an annex of the law school, pro~ides a 

much needed research and information service to judges, prosecutors and 

defenders throughout Mississippi. Justices of the Peace are excluded 

because they are not lawyers. The service is limited to the subject of 

cdminal law and juvenile delinquency. 

The value of the program cannot be overstated. Appended are letters 

of appreciation from users of the service. Many judges in this rural 

stdto luck the library und staff esscntinl for legal research and the 

prosecutors indicate their busy calendar often precludes personal research. 

After one year's existence, the great potential of this program is clear. 

So are its problems. 

Certainly, the project should be refunded at requested levels, 

cultivated and publicized. The following recommendations will, if adopted, 

aid in its evolution and its capacity for service: 

1. The structure of the program should be embellished by the creation 

of an advisory committee. This will minimize the staff's present 

feeling of isolation from the la\" school community; interpret the 

program's needs to the bench and bar as well as to the law school; 

and serve as a resource to the director in fonllulating policy. 

2. Because the inquiries received from the bench and bar are a call 

for help, the dil~ector is attuned to many of their training needs. 

Accordingly, it would be mutually beneficial if the program's 

Director were an ex-officio member of the Goard of the Judicia1 

College. The interlocking relationships would solidify both the 

j 

I 
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tain a considerable clinical experience. The impact on the 

judicial process would also be significant. 

* 
Concluding, one should observe that this program is a response to a 

critical shortage of research capability within the Mississippi criminal 

justice system. As such, many of its assists al"e in the context of an 

emergency situation, a complex case, or a novel legal issue. Because 

these matters at'C often so Uk'gent, the Rcscurc..h Scrvi ce is pcrfomi nlj a 

vital function. Those associated with it have a great OpPOl"tunity for 

service and an awesome responsibility. 

i 
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I 
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APPENDIX A: 

Sample Ci..lse LO~J and Activity Reports 

from the Prosecutor Training Intern Program 

I 



TIlE EVALUATOR 

The School of Law, University of Mississippi 

specifically requested John F.Xo Irving to serve as 

evaluator. He had been in Mississippi a year before 

working with the state planning agency to increase its 

capability for effectiveness in the area of court reform. 

He became known and familiar with some of the basic 

problems confronting Mississippi in this subject area. 

Prior experience was particularly useful. He had 

been responsible as staff attorney for the American Bar 

Association in 1962-65 for the development of 1m-1 school 

clinics in his general responsibility of promoting 

legal aid and defenders services across the country. 

The law internship program at MissiSSippi is an ex-

tention of that kind of clinic. 

From 1965 until 1969, Dean Ir~ing was responsible 

for judge ·t.raining programs in his capacity as Executive 

Director of the National Council of Juvenile Court Judges 

and Dean of its judge training programs. He structured 

some of the first pre-service training programs for 

juvenj.le and family court judges at the University of 

Colorado during those years. In 1974, he served as 

consultant in New Jersey to the American Judicature 

Society in its study of the st.::..te courts of limited 

jurisdiction and has recently been named Chairman of 

the Court Modernization Committee, New Jersey Bar 
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I~sociation. He is one of a fifteen member national 

"1visory board to the U.S. Commissioner of Education. 

An early tV'orker in the national war on crime I 

',111 organized the Illinois State Planning Agency in 1969 

'tnd became first Chairman of the National Association 

'If Criminal Justice Planning Agency Directors. Since 

1971, he has been Dean of the School of La~l, Seton Hall 

"niversity. 
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COl'lSOLJDA'l',:o,D CAdB LOG Ol,l HlLLJA1'1 L. DUCKER 
SPRlhG 3~MhSTER 1974 

-, -- -------- - --,------..... .... 

1. state V. Elip;h Ran.'i£lpl1 Jefferson Dr.o.\'is County Jr-nuary 2)rd. 
I conductcrj t[Jf~ nrst rifteen rninutos of t.he closine aer;ument.. 

2. stnte V. Marv Sandifer Holder Lamar County FebruRry 8th. 
J eXRmln!'dtHo'-wrCnes!J~oiidirect examination, rell.t tho 
jUl'Y instructions, ann gavn the firet fift£!en minutos of the 
closing argument. 

3. State V. ~:. L. Collins Justice of tho Peaco Court1 District 
'iftlrO"8, r':ariol1 Count;.', ~lississjppi Februory 20th. 
I conducted the entire proceeding. 

4. Prelimjnary Hearing of Ellouise Trotter t·1arion County 
February 2Rth. J prepared for and conducted the entire 
proceoding. 

S. State if. Duvf11 Sones Lamnr County(Hemoved to Federal District 
CoUt't) March Bth-. -r assisted Hr. Dantin in the course of 
tho heering, bllt my bie:l;est contribution to this case \vas 
that all of the pleadings which tho state presented during 
the cou~se of this hearing and later dates were prepared by me. 

6. state V. Thomas f'ielton Marion County Marcb 11th. 
1 prep~l'or:l for and conducted the entire hearing by myself 
which I lost because I failed to have an expert witness 
testify that the alleged SUbstance Has indeed marijuana. 
(However thl s was a parole revocation heflring and the parolee 
has since been p5ckod up in another district on another charBo.) 

7. Chancery Court (URESA cases) ,Taffersan Davis County Marctl19th. 
I represented the stato in six caUS03 for child support. 

8. State Vo Robert Dvess JUstice of the Peace Court in Jeff 
Davis Countys Beat '1'wo. March 25th. 
r hnndled the entire Proceeding. 

9. l're11minary Hearing of Charles Hhite Jefferson Davis County 
r-~arch 25th. I handled the entire matte!'. 

10. Habeas Corpus Headng of Joseph Cartorg V:arion County 
r1~ch 2Pth. r assisted the County Atto~ne,. 

11. stato V. Rohert C. Mve~s Marion County March 28th. 
1 conducteci ttln en~ir(> matter. ( Parole Revocation ) 

12. State V. Tommy Loe. Juqtice of the Peace Court, Beat Four, 
Eurion County April 1st. I conducted the whole Proceoding. 

13. Jtnte V. Janice Ruth Sloan 
1\ PI' j! L~ t b". 

Harion County Youth Court 

state V. Robert G. Miller Pearl River County April 12th. 
Undur elosn suoervj sian 1'r'Qm Hr. Dantin r participated in 
tlw plea barC9.inine that reduced th13 eanG from ono of 
at tempte d murdor to mn. 

15. State V. stove Murrav Mar10n County April 26th. 
'l'ffi s HnS to bo tho first felony cllse (other than pnrole 
revocations)that I would try by myself, but he plod guilty. 

{~ All caeas are considered to bo in cirelli t court unloss 
otherwise specified. 

* r hava participated in some twenty five or thirty Youth Court 
Csses this some1::ter, but my rO!lSt'ln for listinG this C(U1!3 in 
that this is the only one that "Ie ( Thomas D. HcNecse, Count:r 
Attorney and myself) lost. 
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P'1role Revocation Hearjng of Willie Jackson, Jr. 
Morion County May 7th. 
~r. McNeoso and myself handled this heBrinr as thoro 
;'101'e numerous de.f;ense witnesses to be cross examinc,d. 

The trials recorded here are by no moans the only ones 
on which I have labored, but are to the best 01' my ImOtv
lod(rc and belief a true accounting of those in which I 
played a prominent rOle. There were several Justice of the 
Ponce Court cases which r ~las prepal'od to prosecuto that 
were settled. In several other Cases all I did wa~ to 
nrrLli!gn the defendants or handle part of the investiGation 
[lnd for tbat reason did not list those causes on Illy Iogo 

Reviewed and found substantially correct$ 

Super-vi SOl' 
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ACTIVITY REPORT 

~CTIVITY REPORT FOR v~EK OF APRIL 1, 1974 - APRIL 5, 1974 

ED ELLIS 
CLARKSDALE, ~USSISSIPPI 12th vleek 

MONDAY, APRIL 1, 1974 

At 9:00 we had to answer Docket call in Chancery Court. 
Then, I went to the Chunccry Clerk's office to check on some 
UP£SA files. That afternoon, I had to prepare for and be 
in City Court. It lasted uhtil 8:30 that l1i~ht. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 1974 

Again, I \1aS in ChHncery r.ourt at 9 ~ (1) for nod:.et C'1.ll. 
Afterward, Ed MeadO\vs, myse 1 f and friends 0 fEd's h"d a 
meeting with Judge Rice as to the eus tody of t~IO Slltill1 boys. 
The rest of the day was spent on routine office mattGrs. 

NEDNESDAY, APRIL 3, 1974 

Most of the morning was spent mokinq out hffiduvils and 
Warrants, plus doing routine mattC'rs. l!Qwcvcr, at 10:00 
o I clock there was a meeting with t.hu .1U!lti C~, of. the Peace 
Judges and the Sheriff. At 4: 00 0' c1od~ 1 hild a hearing 
on assault and battery \1ith intent, \'lh1ch l~csultcd in a 
guilty plea. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 1974 

Today was "Court day". Ne start('cl ilt 10:00 o'clock and finished 
late that night. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 1974 

I had a meoting \'Ii th Judge Rice CO)1(:('l:td nq the custody 
case in which case, I was askud t.O (10 to /-'ilrrol1 and talk 
to ~1r. Meadows. This took up mas tor til" di.\Y. 'I'he res t 
of the day was spent doing routim' m.1Llp!"H. 

APPROVED NlD SlIH::'!'Ml'j'IAIJLY CORP,r,CT; 
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Acti vi ty lleport 

Joel 1I~1lHlerstm 
county Attorney of \'i<lshington County 

Honday, Al)ri 1 8 

13th ''''cek 
4/8-4/12 

I <lttcnded plea bargaining sessions wi th scn~rul defense attorneys 
in the morning and in tho aft.ernoon I attended tilt'! Circui t Court 
criminal docket call. I also researched and brol.lCjht before tho 
Cireui t Judge the amending of three of the Grand Jury indictments. 

In the morning I hand1ecl calls from de fensc at torncys and 
lOCdl J.P.'s and also set up preliminary hearings for Thursday. 
r dlso invcstigiltcd " caSt) In-ought to our ilttcntion by the local 
nc ... :spaper involving n false bomb threat called in to olle of the local 
hospitals. 

\'llTUnesday, April 10 

III the morning I \.;ent to the County Courthouse to check on 
uppcills coming up in County Court. In the afternoon I attended 
the Circuit Court arraignment and went to the police ucpt. and the 
!;l:('r-ifr's Dept. to revi€!\'! the prolifltinary ht1ilrinrJs set for 
\ .: ... 1.T"\-:. J ~,~.:~o c1n'1;-: up am1 oruer .:l:!'cndi.r:g se'n't: of the Grand Jury 
111 U~ <: tllll.Jll t.e • 

'l'hursday, April 11 

In the morning I assisted in the conduction of preliminary 
twarings involving grand larceny, uttering a forgery, shoplifting, 
.mtl strong arm robbery. In the afternoon I handled a misdemeanor 
ht~t'Tin<J on F'C5~CSCj.inn 0f murijuilns and cont~ni!'''''l t,,;t:' (lth~rs until 
,1 l«lCl- u,d.e. i.al ... r I v:(;llt tc Count:: CO\~rt t(.) h,ave 1.1 c,,",se contill1.:C'C.i,. 

'l'oday I drew up instructiOlis for a D\VI trial seL for 'l'uescay. 
I <llsc) held two plea bargaining sessions I'd th defense attorneys 
fur Lhe cases set all appeal to County Court from J.P. Court. 

l- VI •• ;tJ "lid !c;und ~;uLstantialljl correct. 
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Letters of Appre.ciation 

of 

The Criminal Justice Research Service 

I 



iG'SSPPI LAWYERD 

:>HN 1". BRYA.N. III 
j:, S. NED NI:LSON 
! 'MIRY R. ALLEN 
,RNEST R. SCHROEOER 
i AVID L. COBS 
!I\ME:S W. BACKSTROM 
l,ERALD A. DICKERSON 
iOBERT H. WALKER 
;,REOERICK J. LUSK 

: ~DAMA LA WYERS 

H. S. NI:O NELSON 
LERT S. NETTLES 
iMMEn R, COX 
jt. L. HALL 

BRYAN. NELSON. ALLEN AND SCtiROEDER 
AnORNEYS AT LAW 

POST OFFiCe: DRAWER 1529 

1103 JACKSON AVENUe: 

PASCAGOULA. MIsSISSIPPI 39567 

'TELEPHONE (601) 762.6631 

March 8, 1974 

Honorable Parham Williams, Dean 
University of Mississippi School 
University of Mississippi 
University, ~ississippi 38677 

of Law 

RE: Legal Research Program 

Dear Dean Williams: 

GULFPORT OFFICE 

I'OST OI'f'ICE BOX 99(1 
121!! SISl" AVENue 
GULFpORT, MISSISIPPI :SQ!!OI 

(601) 054.4QII 

ALABAMA OFFICES 
BRYAN, NELSON. NETTLI:S AND COlc 

MOBILE • 

POST OFFICE I10X ;2232 

SSII FIRST NATIONAL flANK flUILDINO 
MOfllt.E. ALADAMA 36601 

(20:;) 432.0707 

BAYOU LA BATRE: 
tlG SOUTH CODEN AVENUS: 
BAYOU LA BATRE. ALAflAMA :36509 

(205) aM"au. 

...... ~ 

I recently'completed a tenure as public defender of Jackson 
County, Mississippi, and I found the criminal research program 
to be an invaluable help to my office. I particularly appreciated 
the promptness, attention to detail, and efficiency of Arlen, 
Dixie, and others administering said program. I think that my 
views are shared by any and all who availed themselves of this 
service and I would strongly recommend that it continue in 
existence~ 

If I can do anything to perpetuate the criminal research 
program, do not hesitate to contact me. 

Best wishes for the remainder of this academic year. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY 
GERALD A. DICKERSON 

Gerald A. Dickerson 
For The Firm 

GAD:sm 
cc: Honorable Arlen coyle 

Honorable Dixie Aldridge 
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RODNEY E. SHANDS 
COUNTY ATTORNEY 

UNION COUNTY 
NEW AL.BANY, MISSISSIPPI 3865.2 

September 19, 1973 

Honorable Arlen Bo Coyle 
Criminal Justice Research Service 
School of Law 
University, Mississippi 38677 

Dear Arlen: 

I am in receipt of the legal research on Applicability 
of Mississippi Delinquency Proceedings to Married Minors 
that you throughly researched at my request. I have 
gone through the material and have found it to be through 
and complete in every detail. Your material will be of 
great service to me presently and in the future. 

Thank yo~ for your attention and help in researching 
this question of law which has been heretofore unanswered 
in Mississippi. ~Ihe Mississippi Criminal Justice Research 
Service is a boon to all prosecutors and to law and order 
in this State. I wholeheartedly support your efforts in 
this matter. 

Thanks again for your assistance q and with warmest 
regards, I remain 

Sincerely yourSq 

~. 
Rodney E. Shands 
County Prosecuting Attorney 

RES:ss 

601/534-7603 
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