If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.

This ‘miﬂnﬁc%‘@ was produced from documents receivzd for
mclusmn in the NCIRS data base. Since NGJRS cannot exercise
control over the physmal condition of the documents subimittes,
the individual frame guality will vary. The rzsoletizs chari oa
this frame may be used to evaluate the document quality.

MICROCORY RESOLUTION TEST: CHART
NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS: 196" -A

Microfilming pro‘pedures uséd to cinate this fiche comply with
the standards set forth in 41CFR 10’!-1’1.501%

~ Points of view or op-inions'stated in this document are
~ those of the author(s) and do not represent the official
position or policies of the U.S. Department ¢i Justiw.f

~U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE EDMINESTMT!DN
"NMIONM CRIMINAL JUST!CE REFERENCE SERVICE
_WASHINGTQN Bﬁ 2053‘!

7/18/7 ‘% :

i

e

f l l m~ehd-ﬁ

PRPAONALITY CHARACTERISTICS OF AGED INMATES
WITHIN A STATE PRISON,POPULATLQN
Jame H. Panton
Nor“h Lar011na Department of Correctlon
Raleigh, N.C. ;
- INTRODUCTION WAR Tgr

_ A SurVey of the literature reveals a very limited number
of MMPI studies on adult males beyond the age of 50. _infone

(2)

and upward to seventy there was some systematic variation in

such study Brozek found that for age levels beyond fifty

the D, ‘Hs, and Ma scales;v The aged males demonstrated some

- depress lon, somatlc complalnts, and lowered actlv1ty levels.
wPearson, Swenson, and Rome

(12) found age trends Ln response to

given sets of MMPI items up to the age of Sthy or ‘so, and
then saw these trends approaoh the overall adult male norms.

~again at older age levels.,

The present study Ls an atuempt to determlne if the per-

SOnallty characteristics of aged male prlson 1nmates 60 years

~and above as measured by thevMMP1 are different in any way From
the pérsOnality characteristics of a state~male~prisQn population
as a whole. if such differences do occure they could‘be'utilized
by treatment and'cuStodiai perSonnél t0~efféét a betterbuhéér~
'standing of the aged male inmate ~,such knowledge being further

utilized in an attempt to formulate specific treatment and or

tralnxng programs for this often neqlected segment. of. lnCdTCGTdt@ﬂ

populations. B i
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METHOD

One hundred and twenty male 1nmatee 60 and above,
(Mean 63.3, SD,3.3, Range 60-73) ‘whose literacy level was
‘euch that'they could‘read and comprehend the items in the
booklet form of the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality In-
ventory (MMPI),,were administered the MMPI at the time of
theiryadmisSion tO‘the'various correctional diagnostic and

‘receptlon centers located throughout the state of North

Carolina. .~ The T score distributions of the MMPI scalm scoree'

for the Aged Inmates were compared with the dlstrlbutlons of
Like varlables for-a basellne Inmate Populatlon Sample of

2,551 male 1nmates.(ll)

This bas ellne sample wae randomly
~ selected from the MMPI'test files of'approximately 15,000

male 1nmates and is con51dered as repreSLntatlve of the

current North Carollna male inmate . populatlon. Test of sta—,

tlstlcal 51gn1flcance between mean scale score dlfferences
for the two groups were measured by t-ratios. Additional
MMPI scale and subscale score‘configurations for the Aged

- Inmate Sample were examined and scale interpretations made.

el ST B I PR R Ca

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table i pf@éents a comparison of the Inmate'Population andf7
Aged Inmate Samples an the MMPI valldlty and cllnlca] scales
These results reveal that both mean proflles are esecntlallv
behavnoJ disorder profllos w1th the Aged Inmatee demonstratlnq :
a‘neurotlo‘overlay with less psychopathy than shown by the In-

mate Population Sample. Therefare‘siqnificantly higher mean

,soores for the Aged Inmates on the Hs, D; Hy and Si gcales

and a significantly lower mean score for these inmates on the

Pd scale. The high Hs, high D mean score confiquration for the

Aged Inmates presents a picture of greater anxiety, desbondencv,

apprehensiOn, and concern with physical £unctlonlnq both of a

specific and diffused non- Speclflc nature. The Hs materlal

related to specific physical dlsorder type complaints supports
“the findings that approx1mately 50° of the Aged Inmates were
clagsified as being in poor thSlbal health at the time of

their admission. The hlqh Hs moderately high Hy conflquratlon
implies that one would also Find speolflc or non- Snechlo'
complaints which were somatic in nature and may in some in=-
cidences involve conversion of éffect, ‘The greater elevated
mean Hy score of the Aged Inmates also implies an inclination

toward being‘somewhat naive and self-tentered in outlook.

‘These results also imply that‘the‘Aged Inmates may be some-~

what demanding of affection and support. The Aqed Inmates :
hlgher mean score on the Si scale reflects a qreater 1ncanatlon
towaxrd av01dance of active soc1allzatlon and a "%hvlnq awav"
from aesumlng responsibility in situations where such action is
normally required. The Si scale is also considered to bhe a
general index of neurotiC'behavior,‘moderately high and high
scores indicating'laokﬁof self confidence, anxiety, and poor
morale., The Agod'Tnmates presented a significantly lower mean

score than the Non Aqed Inmates on the Pd scale which 1nd1cates

a poselblo decrease in ps ychopathv with increase in age - an Obe

servance which has ofLen been reported in psyoholoqlcal and




: psychiatric literature’

_of insecurity, inadequacy, and lack of confidence in one's

(3:9) This "burning out' of the psy- o

chopathic syndrone with the advancement of age implies for the
Aged Inmates less anti-social hostility directed toward con-

stituted authority, an increase in capacity to judge their own

deviate behavior from the standpoint of others, and a gyeater

awareness of the consequences of anti-social behavior.
- Table 1 About Here -

In,erder to examine in greater depth the characteristics
implied for the Aged Inmates in the data presented in Tahle 1
the MMPI test portfollos of the Aged Inmate Qample were scored
>(5)’ Do
; Bs (Ego Strength)(l) and on

on four additional MMPI scales ~ Re (Responsibility
{Domance)(6), Dy (DependenCY)(lp)
five subscales for the D scale(7)n The most significant findings
among these special scale and subscale resultS‘as.presented in
Table 2 appear to be ﬁhe7meah reSPOnseS'ef the Age& Inmates to

the Do, Dy and Es scales and to the D4 subscale. The low mean‘
score on'Do coupled with a significantly elevated,mean'SCdre

on Dy implies,for'the'Aged Ihmates'a susceptibility toward

being influenCed and intimidated by younger more aggressive

inmates. This low Do, high Dy mean score connguratlon alsc

denotes the presence of dependency needs accompaned by feellnqq

ability to cope with situational factors. These feelings of
inadequacy are also reflected in the low mean Es score for the

Aged Inmates, which also denotes probléms, in personal adaptability

~and resourcefulness. The mean elevation of the Aged Sample on the

‘D4 subscale is indicative of difficulty in cOncentration,kfeelings

of not being able to cope with problems, and despondency over

‘possible deterioration of mental functioning.

~ Tablle 2 About Here -

SUMMARY

~An analysis of MMPI test dlfferences appearlnq between a
sample of 120 Aged Tnmates (age 60 and above) and a represeht-
ativa population sample of 2,551 male inmates reVealedrthat the

mean test profiles of both groups were lindicative 6f a behavior

disorder with the Aged Inmates presenting more neurgtic and iesSfe

psychopatnlc responses than shown by the Inmates from the Pop«

~ulation Sample.

The test responses of the Aged Inmates demonstrated a greater

anxiety, despondency, apprehen51on, and concern with physical
functioning. They appeared uomewhat naive and self centeled
were likely to be demanding of attentlcn and support,kané ‘
appeared inclined toward the avoidance of responsibility} ‘They
expressed feélings of inadequécy andfinsecufity and were likely
to be easily infleenced and intimated by younger more'aggressive
inmates. They appeared to have Timited ability to cope with
situational stress and appeared to have difficulty in personal
adaptablllty and resoursefulness. They demonstrated difficulty
in concentration and fear and apprehension over p0551b1e loss
of mental functioning.

The "burning out" of psychopathy often reported for socio-

 path1c 1nd1v1duals w1th the advancement of age was reflected in

~the Aged Inmates significantly lower mean Pd score.‘ This lesser

psychopathy than shown by the Population Sample implies for the
Aged Inmates a greater capacity to judge the self's devmate be-
havior, a qreater awareness of the consequences of anti- -social -

behavior, and a reduction in anti- SOClal hOStlllLy over that

shown in past behavior.

‘ As a group - the Aged Imnmates did not present a mean profile

indlcatlve of a serious mental illness; however, fifteen cases

(12.5%) presented test scores which appeared to warrant further
psychological and or psychiatric evaluation,

The probablllty of lece1V1ng benefit from pevcholtherapy or

counqellng appears to be more favorable for the Aged Inmates due
to the domlnance in their group profile of those MMPI scales‘

that have been fourd susceptible to change with therapy. However,

Lhey nay he demandlng of the counselor or therapist, present
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As a group the Aged Inmates did not present a mean MMPI
ining the individual test profiles for these inmates it was

implying the possible presence of severe mental dlffwul?“n 8,
which seemed to warrant further psycholecyical and or psychiatric
evaluation. Even though the percentage of Aged Inmates with
possible severe mental problems is relatively small, certainly
any treatment program formulated forx elderly inmates
include the capability for psychlatrlc intervention.

The susceptibility to a treatment proqram involving. psych~
otherapy or counseling appears more favorable for the Aged Inmates
than for younger more SOCLOpdtth members of the prlson PoOP-

ulation. Previous 'research(4 8)

with high Hs, high D, and moderaté to high Pt profiles
figuratidn presented by the Aged Inmates Sample)
a greater positive response to therapy than do individuals

Inmates imply that even though their initial response to

treatment is apt to be enthusiatic,

establish and malntaln adequate rapport with his ageﬁ clients.
Any treatment program for theoe elderly inmates will have to tak

lnto careful con51deratlon that even thouqh they now appear

~tation.

- profile indicative of serious mental illness;

found that 15 cases (12.5% of the gample)

has shown that individuals

where Pd is the dominate scale elevation (Inmate Population
‘Sample). However, the Hy scale score materials for the Aged

‘later they may make numerous
‘demands of the counseloxr and claim that the counselor does not

understand them or appre01ate their needs, etc. k
:51derable~pat1ence and undelstandlnq of the’behavioral syndrome

“involved will have to be exercised by the counselor in oxder+*to

less psychopathlc “than younger inmates, and thelefore more adap~
“table-to treatment, they are gtill ba51cally anti-social type
~lndLv1duals with long histories of personal and socaal ma]adap—

g

however, in exam-

pfesém“ed test happens Lo them,
wmll have to include the gapablilty foxr lmmedxate
and or pwychiatric intervention for bhoso 1nmdteq

serious mental problems at the time of thelr admmqglon to prigon.

demonstrate

Therefore con-

ﬁumerous chrenic nomplaint%w
sre not acted on to their satisfagtion, they will 11ke1y clalm
that the counselor does not understand then or r@ally care whak

In ‘additiony, for these boomlm

1nd 1£ LhCu? demands and comnlalﬁ g

truztmenv programs
bbycholoqmcal

demcwstrating
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. e TABLE 2. MMPT ADDIDIONAL SCALE AND SUBSCALR MHQNS AND‘SWAN~Q
cly ' DARD DPVIATIONS FOR AGED INMATE SAMPLE,
SCALE ~ MEAN  SD o SCALE ~ MEAN 8D
o J6.3 8.8 bl 52.3 11.2
| Do 42.2 9.6 L D2 53.5 ;9~?'
L S E el ‘ | bt | e by 60.2 10.5 | o D3 49.9 12.0
: 5 ; : : , ; : | L o , o ol e ‘ | o oA 5.2 12.3
TABLE 1. COMPARISON OF MMPI SCALE MEANS AND STANDARD DEVIATIONS L B Es  40. : | | iE R
FOR _INMATE POPULATION AND AGED INMATE SAMPLES. 1 : | R | ‘ R
| INMATE PGPULATION AGED INMATE § o , ‘ ‘ e
. SAMPLE SAMPLE |
MMPT N=2551 . N=120 ~ |
SCALE MEAN  sd CMEAN  Sd  M/NIFF  t-rektios f
L 51.6 6.7 53.3 8.1 1.7 ns
F  57.6 8.8 ~59.0  10.4 1.4 ns
K 52.7 8.1 | 53.6 8.6 0.9 ns
Hs  60.6 15,2 70.4  16.5 9.8 6.9% ?
D 64.1  12.6 70,2 14.9 6.1 5.1% g
Hy 59,9 10,9 64.6 11.2 4,7  4.6* *
Pd 72.1  10.1 67.2 8.4 4.9 5,6%
SME . 53.8 9.4 54.3 7.3 0.5 ns :
Pa 59.8 9.4 59.0 11.1 0.8 ns i
Pt 60.7  11.8 | 62.4  10.1 1.7 ns 2
sc 60.6  13.5 62.8 14.3 2.2 ns
Ma '59.7  10.9 | 58.5 11.4 1.2 ns \
si 536 8.7 ~ 60.1 8.8 6.5 8.0%
*p, < 001 ¢ (ns) Nons lqnlflcanl_
é !
|
|
-8 =
, : -9
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