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National Center for State Courts 

The National Center for Stat~ Courts is a non-profit organization dl'dictltpd 
to the modernization of court operations and the improvement of justice at tilt' 
state and local level throughout the country. It functions as an extension of till' 
state court systems, working for them at their direction and providing them ,Hl 

effective voice in matters of national importance. 
In carrying out its purpose, the National Center acts as a focal point for ~tdtp 

judicial reform, serves as a catalyst for setting and implementing standards of 
fair and expeditious judicial administration, and finds and disseminates ,In

swers to the problems of state judicial systems. In sum, the National Center 
provides the means for reinvesting in all states the profits gained from judicial 
advdnres i;, any state. 

Survpy Editor: N<'ncy Allbe(> 

iv 

Foreword 

This ,urwy of judicial sdlaril's lists salary figures as of April 3U, 1977. Bold 
fan' figures in the charts ("Salaries-Courts of Appellate «nd General Jurisdic
tions and State Court Administrators" and "Salaries-Courts of Special or 
Limit(ld jurisdirtion") indicate changes since the 1anuary 1977 issue. 

1 he "Judicial SalMies in Appellate and Trial Courts" table lists for each state 
((lurt system the date of last salary change for highest, intermediate appellate 
and genmal trial court judges. This table, like the "Rank Order of Judicial 
Salaries" table, utili7es saiaries paid to associate justices for the highest courts 
and intermediate appellate courts. The general trial court salaries refer to the 
statll-paid salary without supplements. Salaries including supplements appear 
in parentheses immediately beneath the figures for the state paid salary. 

TIll' "'edion dealing with judicial salaries in courts of limited or special 
juri"diction is divided into seven categories on a jurisdictional bJsis. 

Apppnclix I lists salMies schedull'd to take effect in the future and pf.'nding 
Il'gislation which could affect judicial salaries. Appendix /I indicates the states 
wilith provide for "floating" judicial salaries on the consumer pritt' index or 
other co"t of living tldjustN. 

Every effurt h,lS been made to ensure tlw accuracy of the survey data; 
tiglJl"Ps for l'dch statp have been obtained from its office of court admini~tra
tion. If errors have on:urrt,d or ii the data is not completely accurate, please 
notify us promptly. 

Sur\l'y of ludicial Salaries 
in Statl' Court Systems 

Nationdl Cf'nter for Statt' Court.., 
16b(] Lincoln Street. Suite 2110 
DenVl'r, Colorado 80203 
(303) BY2-1261 
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RANI< ORDER OF JUDICIAL SALARIES, 
POPULATION, AND PER CAPITA PERSONAL 

INCOME IN THE FIFTY STATES 

Ih:, ".II.1ri('" rpporl('d ior Ihl' higlw,1 ,1P!wll,ltP courl rpit'r 10 11ll' ""Idrip' ptlid 10 
,1';,OCidlp jU.,tiCl''', Thl' genl'f,ll Irial {ourl "tll,Hi{" rpit'r to \Ill' ~tt1ndt1rd .,t,ltp-paid ',ll,HV 
tor r,lIlJ.,ing purpIN·,. Thl' C:ommollwP<llth oj PlH'rto Rico, Di,lrict of Columbia ,1I1d 
Unitl'd St,lip, (oUrl, ,lrl' r,lI1kE'd rpl,Hivl' 10 111(' ,1,11(',. but did not iigurp in thp initi,)i 
numlH'ring. 

State 

ALABAMA 
ALASKA 
ARIZONA 
ARKANSAS 

CALIFORNIA 
COLORADO 
CONNECTICUT 
DElAWARE 

flORIDA 
GEORGIA 
HAWAII 
IDAHO 

IlliNOIS 
INDIANA 
IOWA 
KANSAS 

KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 
MAINE 
MARYLAND 

JUDICIAL SALARIES 

Highest 
Appellate 

Courts 

4()* 
4 

.W 
4') 

17'" 
.J4 
1 S 

17'" 
17* 
11 
44 

5* 
28 
25* 
38* 

25* 
5* 

50 
13 

General 
Trial 

Courts 

47* 
.3 

24* 
39 

24~ 

TI) 
12 

16 
1" ~, 

S* 
40 

n 
43 b 

23 
33 

18 
5* 

46 
11 

Per Capita 
Personal 
Income" 

46 
1 

32 
49 

7 
22 

28 
37 
10 
35 

4 
27 
18 
15 

45 
44 
42 

C) 

Population J 

21 
'in 
L2 
.n 

2B 
24 
47 

B 
1·1 
40 
41 

'; 

12 
2, 
31 

2~ 
2(1 
3H 
1B 

.1 U.S. Department of Commerce and Bureau of the Censu~, Stati~t/t,ll Ab.ltrart of thE' United 
Stales 1976 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1976); 1975 rncom(! figures p. 
402, 1975 population figures p. 11, 

h R.lnk is based on lower figure of ~illilry range. 
'" Another ,tate hil'i thE' ~arr1t' rank. 



Highest Gt'neral Per Capitol 
Appell.1te Trial Persolhll 

Slate Courts Courts Innlme ()opul.llioll 

MASSACHUSETTS 16 15 14 ](I 

MICHIGAN r,* 41 II 
MINNESOTA ~1* 29 n 1'1 

MISSISSIPPI m* .~4* 'ill "I 

MISSOURI .i 1 * ~ 1 * W I, 
MONTANA 49 47* 29 ,Ii 
NEBRASKA 22 l·t H , 

1 , 

NEVADA 15* ~4* H 411 

NEW HAMPSHIRE ,~7 22 II 4'J 

NEW JERSEY n B ," ,I q 

NEW MEXICO 40* ~ 1· 4/\ i .. 

NEW YORK 2 , 
h 

NORTH CAROLINA 21 2B 41 II 
NORTH DAKOTA 4J ~4· 21 ,I'; 

OHIO 17· 4lJ h Jl) h 

OKLAHOMA 29 SIl" ]4 , .. 

OREGON .!-:' 1- 211 m 
PENNSYlVANIA 3 4 20 ,I 

RHODE ISLAND n .11 17 )q 

SOUTH CAROLINA 24 10 47 .1h 

SOUTH DAKOTA 411 44 ~h I,j 

TENNESSEE 'I I) 4~ 1" 
TEXAS 10 2tl jl 

UTAH ·~h 42 N ih 

VERMONT t-- , 4S {II iii 
VIRGINIA 14 24 11 
WASHINGTON LI 211 12 . , 
WEST VIRGINIA Fi* \ll 411 \., 

WISCONSIN 12 38 25 Ii. 
WYOMING 4.! 34" 16 1'1 

COMMONWEALTH 41' • 44' 
OF PUERTO RICO 

DISTRICT OF Ii' Y 
COLUMBIA 

FEDERAL SYSTEM l' 

.. R,mJ.. I., h.l'l'd on lu~t'r Ilgurl' 01 ',II,H\' r,mgt'. 
• Altt'r ,111 tilt' ,t.Itl" \\prl' rJnJ..PIL thl"!' lCllirt_ \\l'rt' r.J!lkl'd rpl,lIivE' to th!' 'hitI" 

2 

Q 

JUDICIAL SALARIES IN APPELLATE AND 
TRIAL COURTS 

Inlt'rIlll'diatl' Geller.ll D,lte of L,l~t 
ApPl·llatl· T ri'll Salary 

Stah' SUprl'IlW ( our! Court ('ourt Ch,lIlge 

AlABAMA S 11.:JIIII .;, IUliHI S ,";,IHII) 1 i 20/:-''1 
({fl,7()OI 

ALASKA 'j,?' Jf I .. ' ,W:;7h 7/1175 

ARIZONA l~ ,(lilt I ';.1 It III \ Ult)() l' ~, .. rl'; ) 

ARKANSAS II, ill'! .H), til \ -:' 17(' 

CALIFORNIA h2,tH') 'i<J,(}02 ·llJ 1 (,(, 9/1 !'7b 

COLORADO ,l(l,lltHI L',IIIII) l \,t)( It) :- 1'711 

(,ONNI:CTlCU r {b,ill)( I \.\:;(l(l I .171 

DLlAWARE 4.!,(){l() 1'1,\hl(1 '7 I 7'; 

flORIDA ·W,I HlI) HI,(H)!) \ l! ,I)(){) 1 'I 7') 

GEORGIA ,lll,llI III 1') :il)( I \ ,! ,'it II) ;. Iii"; 
i·I·l,hl)()1 

HAWAII ·l dlllO ·I.'.'il)( ) 1 L7h 

IDAHO 11:,[)1l .:,LiliO :' '1; 7(' 

ILLINOIS ill,IHHI .\';,I\(H) 1;- ,(Ill() :--',1/7:> 

INDIANA HI,Hltl HI. Ii III .'",'jlll}. hi1:7) 
11,1(}() 

IOWA {'J,t)l H I ~fl,llt)O ~ l,u7.! 7/1/711 

KANSAS I·UHlfl I Ul(lll ]0,500 1/10/77 
KENTUCKY ,",(H)II 17,1){ III Fi,llllli h!Wi7h 

LOUISIANA ill,(IUU ,F,','I(I ·U:i(l(l 7/1176 

MAINE .'h,tHl(1 .' 'i, 'i()!l 41;74 

MARYLAND ,H, J()I) 41..f(l() l'),,!(l{) 7"1/7:> 

MASSACHUSETTS 4(1,71111 \-,771 Ih,.!!ll 11174 

MICHIGAN '10,000 -1·lA7H 27,700 1/1/77 
(45,622) 

MINNESOTA Ill, 'i(1I1 L!,()()(l 7173 

MISSISSIPPI I,U lilt I ltJ,tHH I 71174 

MISSOURI I h, "illil {,l,tll)(l 11,IHH! (lI2H/iS 

MONTANA ,. ,\ l( 1\ I .!',llll\l 7 I 7'1 

:-"'"tt-: S.II.HIl'_ lilt ludlllg 'Uppll'rllt'IlI' ,II!' ,h!l\\ 11 ,n p.HPnlilt'"'' 1I111111'lit,ltt'l\' ht'IlI'.1th Ihc'IIAur!', 
1m ,t.JlI',p,lId '.llanc" . 
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NEVADA 
N£W IlAMPSHIRI 
NtW JERSfY 
NfW ME'XI( 0 

N~W YORK 

NORTH <AROl.lNA 
NOR T H DA(\OI A 

OHIO 

01<1 AIIOMA 

ORHjON 

I'[NN~\'L VANIA 
RHOm ISLAND 

SOUTH ( AROUN,\ 

SOUTH DAKOf A 
HNNlSSH 
nXAS 

UTAH 
VERMON1 

VIRGINIA 

WASHINGTON 
WEST VIRC,INIA 

WISCON~IN 

WYOMING 

NATIONAL AVERAGE 

DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA 

fEDERAL SYSTEM 
COMMONWEAL TH 

Of- PUERTO RI(O 

Inh'rnwdi.llt' 
Appl'll.lh· 

SUprt'/T1I' ( (Iur! (our! 

; .. t 1111 j 

lit!', I 

:, t! il,1 

, , i ~ ( I ( : 

~q ._' ' f 

,It'r rI111.' 

,I' ;, "/ 

'f ~ Alit! 

~ i I! II I 

·11, iI! 

;'1·11,' 

f I -~ 11\ q 1 

1.11\'1' 
; ) ! 11 q I 

.' , + 

:1,1,1 

,1' 

; ~ ( Ii H ' 

·I! .nUII 
I ,If, ,11111: 

(j('Iwr.lI 
Tri.t1 

( 'ourl 

lh,;!lii 

I Hi,OOIlI 

\II.IIIII! 

IllllIlII 

~ I \ jj 11 ) 

,H"ql.\t, 

~. I if i Ii 

;\l.{l( ItJ 

,,~;;, :jOO 

I,l,th It) 
'1 (llH) 

1.: (11111 

i..~ ,( / t II i 

14';4(1(1) 

1 •• ~ )1 11 ' 

·f 1 Ill. H ) 

.t 111 

.''1 '1,1:1 

II'j(!HII 

'tJ,I, Ii 11. \ 

().llt' of L.ht 

S.II.tr\ 
(h.HlIW 

1 

I I' 

I, 

• I '+ 
1 II 

I ., 

11 11, 

. , 
11 

" 

.• 1 -'0 

: l\ 

,-•• r ",} 

"nit" ''I:.lLHlI ''-\ In, l!i( 11 Pl: "'UP.';{ 'PH ':It-- ,!It' ,<I t\ 1' ... 1; I: i ~ '.Ii t i!t'!'";f''' 1:1 i: tit 11 ,~t ,j \ ht '1" 'Jilt, nil' ri~~j j1 t' ~ 
hl! ,\.11., p,lld ' . .lL!fa', 

i \qthrnptu ~1\t'r,lg.' fll;tHt,d !pr Hit, ,j \ '.t.ttl"~ 

: "rlthtl",tl, .1\t'r,lgt' lo):wt'd tor tbl' 2:' 'I,ltl" th,lt hd\t' 1I11t'rllII'dhltt' .lppl'll,lIt' t ,,,it'" 

Key to Ablm,>viations 

A< '\P!,,·!I,ltl't(lurl DCA 
AdDirl t \dtl1ll1i "II, ltivp 

[Iii I'! lor 01 Ihl' ( (lUI t Di"tj 
ADi"t) :\.,',Oll,ll(' [)I',IIII t DpC} 

jwhtt' Equity C 
AI A',·,()! i.llt- ludgt'. ExerOif 

ju'>tlt (' GenSe!)sCt 
AppDh .\PPl'll,ltl' [)I\ i',IOIl 

1\".,0 ·\·.o.,l'.t,1Il1 Jullgl' 
J 

( /, t 1l',Ht 01 ,\p[1('.II., JC 
(( ( HI \Ii I Cuurt lORe 
((ivA ( !.tIn lit t'ivll 

;\ppp,ll., 
C(I'A ( ourl of Criminal JP 

APPP,II" Juv 
Ch ( hdfl( ellor Me n( ( h,uHPrv Court 
UrI Cirruit Judgl' PC 

CJ (hil'f ]Udgl', jU"til t' PCir) 

(0 County 
coe County Court PJ 
CoDe Cc.unty Di ... trit t poe 

Court SC 
Comm Cornmi""iorwr SeA 
(omp Comppl1'i<1 ti Oil 

CP COllrt of Common SCoC 
PIl'a~ 

ere ('ri mi r1tl1 Court SpN') 

erDe lrirni nal [)i ... !ri( I SrC 
Court Stlndustf'i 

(SA (ourl of Spt'ci.ll 
APPPdl-. SupCt 

n ( 'out! Supp 

DC [ li"trit t ('our! Veh 

5 

! )i"tr!( t ( !lllrt (II 
:\ppl'<lI" 
[)j.,tri{ t Judgt' 
I )pputv ( hil'! hldgl' 
[(Wity (ourt 
Fxl'( utiVI' Oitill'r 
C;prwrdl SP"Sillll" 
l :ollrt 
)udgt' 
Justk p Coun" 
Juvl'llilp ,1I,d 
!Jollll'.,tir Rl'ltllio,,-. 
Court 
Ju"ti{(' 01' til(' Pt'.HI' 
Juvl'ni Ip ( 'ourl 
tv1uniripdl «(lurt 
Prolldtl' Cuurt 
Prp.,iding ('in Lilt 
Judgl' 
Prp.,iding Judgt' 
Folil (' (ollrt 
'iupprior (ourt 
~t<1t!' ('uurt 
Admi Ili"tratm 
Supprior ('Olln!v 
Cowt 
Sppci.l: judgl' 
Surrog.l!p (ourt 
"'tdtt' I ndu-.tri,11 
Court 
Suprpll1P ( our! 
SUpplt'llll'nt 
Vilt' Ch,1I1tt'lIut 
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Highest Court State Court Intermediate I 
State q AJ Administrator Appellate Court General Trial Court 

KENTUCKYt 39,500 39,000 30,000 Cj 37,500 CC 35,000 
J 37,000 

LOUISIANA 50,000 50,000 43,450 CA 47,500 DC base 42,500 I 
45,000* 

* where pop. exceeds 225,000 

MAINEt 27,500 26,000 24,500 SC 25,500 

MARYLAND 4:>,200 44,100 39,200 CSA: CC 39,200 
q 42,500 
AJ 41,400 . 

MASSACHUSETTS 42,2% 40,788 30,691 AC: SC; 
CJ 39,220 C/ 37.771 

co AJ 37,771 AJ 36,203 

MICHIGAN 50,000 50,000 45,330 CA 44,478 CC 27,700 
Comm Local supps. 3,50()'17,922+ 
29,461 Recorders Court* 45,622+ 
36,038 * Detroit 

MINNESOTA 40,000 36,500 32,000 DC 33,500 
Ramsey, Hennepin, 
51. louis counties 

DC othei counties 32,000 

MISSISSIPPI CJ ee 30,000 
35,000 34,000 ehe 30,000 

PJ 
34,500 

MISSOURI 36,500 36,500 28,647 CA 34,000 ec 31,000 
Comm 
36,500 

MONTANAt 28,000 27,000 18,000 DC 25,000 

NEBRASKA 39,750 39,750 33,700 DC 36,500 
local supps. 1,500* 

>I< where pop. over 150,000 

NEVADA t 35,000 35,000 DC 30,000 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 34,268 34,060 27,500 SC: 
q 34,164 
AJ 33,956 

NEW IERSEYt 50,500 48,000 AdDirCt 5CAppDiv 45,000 5C: 
40,416-54,563 (assignment judges) 43,000 

. Acting AdDirCt SC 40,000 
45,000 CoC 40,000 

NEW MEXICO 33,500 33,500 28,920 CA 32,000 DC 31,000 

<.0 NEW YORK 63,143 60,575 57,000 AppDiv, SupCt SC 
l,2,3,4th Depts 1st through 11 th Jud!cial Districts 

PJ 55,266 48,998 
AJ 51,627 

NORTH CAROllNAt 40,860 39,816 34,104 CA: SC 32,016 
Cl 38,256 
AJ 37,224 

NORTH OAKOTAt 33,500 32,000 28.800 DC 30,000 

OHlot 43,500 40,000 37,232 CA 37,000 CC Pleas 23,500-34,000 

OKLAHOMA 38,000 38,000 35,000 CA 35,000 DC: 
CCrA CCrA Distj 32,000 

38,000 38,000 ADistj 
Pop. ove, ",00,000 28,000 
30,000 to 300,000 26,000 

t See Appendix I 10,000 to 29,999 24,000 
Under 10,000 21,000 
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Salaries - Courts of Special or Limited Jurisdiction 

Circuit and district courts shown here are of limited or special Jurisdiction. Courts of general jurisdiction are shown in the 
preceding 5ection. 

family Courts 
Juvenile Probate Courts Justice Courts Circuit or Municipal Courts Common Plea 

State Domestic Surrogate Courts lustice of Peace County {:ourts District Courts Police Courts Courts 

ALABAMA PC DC 22,500 Recorders Ct. 
300-45,000 localSupp. 500-22,000 

up to 9,000 

ALA5KAt Magistrate Ct. DC 41,068 
6,464-30,590 

ARIZO~A JP PaC 600-36,525 
8,600-17,000 set by Mayor and 

based on City Council 

N registered voters 
in precinct 

ARKANSASt 1,200-2,400 9,000-24,000 MC 2.400- 100·900 based 
31,500 on cases* 

PoC 1.200- * This court is 
3,600'" presided over bv 

City Court the CoC ludge 
1,200-3.600 who receives thi~ 

In add. to hi> 
*Beebe County regular salarv 

CALIFORNIA IC 5.670 MC 45,2:'5 

36.580 

COlORADOt luv* 33.000 PC* 33.000 I Denver 30.000 MC 500-

5<':* 33.000 * Denver Others 3.000- '30,000 

*Denvl'f 30,000 

CONNECTICUTt lUI:: PC Cj 32,500 
CJ 32,500 Fees up to J 28,500 
I 28,500 34,50l) 

CP 
DELAWARE Family Court: jP 13,000 MC Wilmington 

Cl 38,500 Cj 32,748 C) 38,500 
AI 38,000 AJ 31,579 Al 38,000 

AJ 13,684* 
.. part-time 

FlORIDAt Pop. less than 
40,000: 26,000 
Pop, more than 
40,000: 34,000 

GEORGIA Juv: 5,400-32,450 2,400-33,450 up to 32,968 
Full-time 

22,000-36,200 
Part-time 

\,;oJ 1,226-21,000 
HAWAII DC 40,000 

IDAHO Magistrate Div. 
of DC 

lawyers 
full-time 
24,255 

lay 
full-time 

13,230-18,742 
part-time 

9,450-10,500 

(LUNOIS 

INDIANA Juv 26,500- PC 26,500- 23,500 MC: 
31,5~ 31,500* PI 30,500 

• depends on • depends on AJ 29,500 
t See Appendix I pop. of cnty. pop. of cnty. 



. 
Family Courts 

Juvenile Probate Courts Justice Courts Circuit or Municipal Courts Common Plea 
State Domestic Surrogate Courts Justice of Peace Co '!lty Courts District Courts Police Courts Courts 

IOWAt ADistl 25,500 Magistrates 
full-time 
25,500 

part-time 
6,750 

KANSAS Municipal CIs." 
0-18,678 
• by city 

KENTUCKYt Co PC ]C: PoC: Qu arterly Courts 
up to 14,300 Co. oller 1st class up to 14,300 

250,000; 9,600 cities 25,000 
Co. 60,000- 2nd class 

250,000: 3,600 cities 21,500 
Co. 20,000-

60,000: 2,400 
~ Co. less than 

20,000: 1,200 

LOUISIANA Juv 42,500 JP laverage) New Orleans: 
1,200-1,80U MC 34,000 

Traffic Ct. 
{N.O.1 34,000 

City Court 
Under 100,000 

pop. 7,600-
11,200 plus fees 

Over 100,000 
pop. 

New Orleans 
35,500 

Parish Cmurt 
Jefferson 

30,000-44,500 

'---

-~-

,,,",AINEt PC DC: 
4 ,500- 12 ,020 CJ 24,000 

DpC} 23,500 
J 23,000 

MARYLAND Orphans Court DC: 
part-time: CJ 41,400 
salaried AJ 33,300 

bOO-18,500 
others 

15-25 per day 

Ul 

MASSACH USETTS Juv: pc: Hampden Co. DC: MC: (Boston) land Court 
B()~t()n 31,738 Cl 32,944 Housing Ct. C) 31,738 CJ 31,738 36,203 
others 30,168 AJ 31,738 36,203 AJ 30,168 AJ 30,168 

part-time· City of Boston part-time 
11,343 Housing Ct. 9,171-12,189 

.. 1 part-time J J 36,203 spec. per diem 
AJ 32.583 61-100 

MICHIGAN PC DC: 24,930 Me some part-time Detroit 39,000 
9,()0{)..41,202· local supp. up 3,000-33,000 
.. some part-time to 12,500 

MINNESOTA PC 33,500· 27,500- MC 29,000 
.. Hennepin and 29,000· .. Hennepin ,,"0 
Ramsey Counties • 'earned in Ramsey Counties 

only the law only 
23,500* 

.. not learned 
in the law 

tSee Appendix 1 
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Family Courts 
Juvenile Probate Courts lustice Courts Circuit or Municipal Courts Common Plea 

State Domestic Surrogate Courts Justice of Peace County Courts District Courts Police Courts Courts 

MISSISSIPPI Family Court 
5,400·29,000* 

29,000· 
* depends on 

* Harrbon Co 
population 1 

MISSOURI PC 51. Louis Ct. Magistrate Ct: 

16,200-31,000 of Criminal 19,200-25,400 
(orrecl!Ofls PC up to 28,000 

29.000 

MONTANA I lP up to 16.500 
City Ct up to 

15,600 

(J\ 

NEBRASKA lu\ 36,500 PC 
MC 33,000 Workmen's 

Supp* UOO 25,440-30,740 I 
Comp Ct 

* pop. over based on J:;op. 
34,250 

1511,OOf) AJ up to 19,080 

NEVAO-\t IC set locall" 
MC set lo.::ally 

421-23,5(l() 
1.200 .. 26,500 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: PC 11,357 DC MC 
up to 30.000· 150-5,100* 
depending on "depending on 

pop. and ca;e!oad pop. 

NEW JERSEYt IORC 40,0110 srC up to 27,{10D CoDC 37,000 MC up to 27,Snn 

NEW MEXICO PC 1.{100·7,040 Magistrate Ct. MC ~mall Claim Ct. 

5,100-19,950 ' .lbuquerque Albuquerque 

only: 28,1 ~9 only: 20,000 

NEW YORK FamilY Court SrC louhidp ~YC ~a,,"au CoDC ,YC CWil et Ct of Claims 

:-;YC 42.451 :-;YC 48,998 ~h,(l()O-4H.'I'l8 PI 44,S(lU 42.451 PJ 51.627 

other other;, AJ 420[J(1 'Yt~ Crimet AJ 48.998 

36,OO0-4l},Q9S %,000-48.998 
42.451 

Sutin!!.. Co 
PI ,15.330 
.\1 40,990 

NORTH CAROLlNA1 DC 
CJ 25,776 
AJ 24.744 

NORTH DAKOTA ColC Of increased MC set bv 
up to 7,(JOO jurisdiction: go\'. bod\ oi 

15,500-23,000 each munic 
others: 

7,600-9,900 

OHIOt luv PC 8,000 Me 
23,sOO-34,O[)(J 23,5IJO- 34,000 part-time 21.000-31,OUO 

DR part-time 
23,500·34,(JOf! 11,000-20,000 

'I 
OKlAHOMA Oklahoma has special courts manned by District Judges who receive MC StindustCt 

only expenses. Courts of Tax Review and Bank Review. set 10c .. lI, bv 30,000 
ordin<!nce 

amount 
unavailable 

OREGOr-. JP DC MC & Citv Cts Tax Court 
960-11,750 31,460 3,000-23,000 35,090 

PENNSYLVANIA JP MC 
10,500-19,500 Philadelphia 

excluding Attv, Judges: 
Philadelphia PI 41,500 

depending on Al 40,000 
magisterial lay Judges: 
diSlnct size 21,000 

Traffic Ct. 
PJ 22,000 

t See Appendix I AJ 21,000 



Family Courts 
Juvenile Probate Courts Justice Courts Circnilor Municipal Courts Common Plea 

State Domestic Surrogate Courts Justice of Peace County Courts DistricJ, Courts Police Courts Courts 

RHODE JSLA~D Famll\ Coor! PC 
nr 
V'"_ 

Cl 35,200 up to 11,440 CI 32,472 

Al 34,100 Probate JUdg5 Ai 31.r2 
are part-time 

SOUTH CAROllNAt Famil., Ct PC set !ocalh. Sf! tOCJ!~\i I i 
\K .;et local!" 

\ 
set locall''; 

, 
~ 

I ! 
SOUTH DAKOTAt I la~ \1agi~trate I I 500·9,293 I ! 

! I 
TENNESSEE t lC ~t't localh· PC ~et lorall~ GenSe"c;O I \1C set ;u(aliv 

1,800· 36, 3fl0 i 

C» TEXAS· DR and Ie PC iP l8Wt ·24.0GB "Constltut.onal' , 'l.K ~.-~ .. 2f:J. S{~G 

• all set focall~ same as DC 5,7M· 3'IUBB 60U-40,OOO 
, I ; 

in coun~ I Civil. Crim, I up to 45,400 Crim Appeal; I Statuton: 
:.764·39,038 

UTAHt luv 27,500 JP!e~ i Cit), CIs set b. 
determined h~ cit; mdiname 

CIt" comm. ~ S ,thH1-24.75";} 

town counCil. 
5ubWc! to 

revipwanflua;!, 

VERMOM PC DC 
'j.~nl)·..?lo!J'J (I ";:L:-"fi(i 

I .22 :-"tltl 

I i I I 
.~ 

! ...l-

. 
VIRGINIAt lORe I GerlDC 

DC 29.900·36.9011 
29,900·36.900 Part·'ime 

I 8,3%·27,830 

WASHfNGTO~ t IP DC 29.0UO .... 1C 
ba,ed on pop. Seattie 34,250 

If !u;.!ice recei .... es other 9.1)00* 
more Ihan 15,000 • not to exceed 

is con.idered Superior Ct 
full-lime. Range; 

1.000-1S,OllO 
! 

WEST VIRGINIA Magistrates 
5,000-17,500· 

• based on pop. 

WISCO"lSIN stale pat: Me set localh 

-0 
13,728 

(o!Jntv pay; 

13,728 

I focal supp~ 
Up!O 12,482 

WYOMI"<G I jP 7,500-15,000· Me <;et iocalh 

·Ceilings- Board 
of Cnty Comm. may 
fix salaries not to 
exceed 

fEDERAL SYSTEM Court ot Claim, Court of Customs Court 
44,6C10 Customs and 42,(01) 

Patent Appeals 
44,600 

PUERTO RICO t j I JP 6.000-8,4()O Me 
tSee Appendix 1\ i 
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Alaska 

Appendices 

Appendix I 
Future Salaries and Pending Legislation 

Due to the repeal of legislation CH 205 (SCCS HCSSB 404) ASL 1975 "An 
act relating to the compensation and retirement of judicial officers, 
legislators, and public officers and employees; and legislative per diem; 
and providing for an effective date," salaries of judges hired after October 
15, 1976, will be as follows: Supreme Court, $44,000; Superior Court, 
$40,000; District Court, $33,500. 

Several pieces of legislation which would affect judicial salaries have 
been introduced. HB 279 and SB 305 are identical bills with two major 
provisions: 1. Return the judicial salary scale to the !c, el of july 1, 1975. 
That is, all new judges would be paid at the same rate as judges appointed 
prior to October 16, 1976. 2. For all judges appointed after the effective 
date of the legislation, a 7% percent contribution would be required for 
the retirement program. 

SB 90 proVides for a 71f2 percent contribution for retirement for all judges 
appointe\! "·'·,~r its effective date. 

HB 278 cails for a geographic cost-of-living salary differential for judges 
based on the differentials paid to state employees in various locations. 

HB 455 calls for a 5 percent increase for state employees. Since the 
Supreme Court generally follows these salaries in determining magis
trates salaries, it is assumed that if HB 455 passes, the magistrates salaries 
will likewise increase by 5 percent. 

Arkansas 
Salary increases will be as follows: Supreme Court Chief Justice, FY 77 -7n 
$37,426 and FY 78-79 $39,927; Supreme Court Associate Justice, FY 
77 -78 $34,308 and FY 78-79 $36,023; Circuit Court and Chancery Court 
FY 77-78 $31,914 and FY 78-79 $33,510; State Court Administrator FY 
77-78 $27,570 and FY 78-79 $28,949. Fiscal year begins July 1. 

Colorado 
5B 545 currently in the state appropriations committee would give the 
chief justice and Supreme Court $5,000 increases; Court of Appeals, 
District Court (also Denver juvenile, probate and superior), and all full
time county judges $3,000. Other county judges would receive propor
tional increases. If adopted, these increases would be effective July 1, 
1977. 
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Connecticut 
The Court of Common Pleas, the Juvenile Court, and the Probate Courts 
will be merged into one court, the Superior Court, as of July 1, 1978, at 
which time the lower courts will attain the salary of the present Superior 
Court judges over a period of five years. 

Florida 
Proposed legislation recommends a 15 percent raise which would bring 
salaries up to the following: Supreme Court, $46,000; District Courts of 
Appeal, $43,700; Circuit Court, $41,400; County Court (county popula
tion over 40,000) $39,100 and (county population under 40,000) 
$29,900. 

lIIinois 
HB 1329 seeks increases as follows: Supreme Court, $62,500; Appellate 
Court, $55,000; Circuit Court, $49,000, associate judges $47,000; court 
administrator, $55,000. If passed, the bill witl become effective July 1, 
1977. 

Iowa 
In Iowa, there is a bill to increase judicial salaries as follows: Supreme 
Court chief justice $50,000, associate justices $45,000; Court of Appeals 
chief judge $43,500, associate judges $42,500; District Court chief judge 
$42,000, judges $40,000; limited jurisdiction judges, full-time $33,000, 
part-time $8,000. 

Kentucky 
All the courts now listed as Limited or Special jurisdiction courts (Quar
terly Courts, County Probate Courts, Police Courts, justice Courts) will be 
merged into District Court January 1, 1978. Salaries for District Court 
judges will be $27,500. 

Maine 
L.D. No. 401 seeks an across the board $7,000 increase for all judges 
excluding Probate Court. 

Montana 
5B 71 would make the following salaries effective july 1,1977: Supreme 
Court chief justice, $37,000; Supreme Court associate justice, $36,000; 
District judge, $35,000. 
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Nevada 
SB 424 will affect salaries from and after the first Monday in January 1979: 
Supreme Court justices would receive $46,000; district judges would 
receive $43,000. 

New Jersey 
Legislation seeking to increase bv $6,000 the ~alary of every judge' and 
legislation seeking to increase the salaries of County District Court judges 
from $37,000 to $40,000 are pending in committee. 

North Carolina 
House Bill 51 would provide salary increc1~es for judges ranging from d 

low of 18Cf'r for the Chief Justice to a high of 2901 for the district court 
judge~. The raises will be divided equally over a two year period, being 
implemented on July 1, 1977, and July, 1978. 

North D~kota 
Salary increases effective July 1, 1977, are as follows: Supreme Court 
chief justice, $38,300; Supreme Court associate justices, $36,800; Dis
trict Court judge, $34,500; State Court Administrator $30,240. 

Ohio 
HB 280 seeks the following salaries: Supreme Court chief justin', 
$54,375; Supreme Court judges, $50,000; Court of Appeals, $46,250; 
Court of Common Pleas, $28,500; Probate Court, $28,500. 

South Carolina 
A statewide family court system will begin operation on July 1, 1977: the 
family court judges will be state salaried at $35,345. Act No. 690, 1'l7b 
Acts and Resolutions. 

HB 2210 seeks the following salaries: Supreme Court chief justice, 
$51,124; Supreme Court associates, $45,000; Circuit Court, $45,000; 
Family Court, $38,500; court administrator $31,127. 

South Dakota 
The following salaries are effective July, 1977: Supreme Court chief 
justice $34,000; Supreme Court justice $32,000; Circuit Court presiding 
justice, $31,000; Circuit judge, $30,000; and court administrator, 
$25,000. 

Tennessee 
The Consumer Price Index publication states that the percentage increase 
was 5.8 percent over 1975; Tennessee is working with the assumption 
that the judicial salaries will be increased by 5.8 percent in July 1977. 
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Utah 
The following salaries will be effective May 10, 1977: Supreme Court 
chief justice, $36,000; Supreme Court associate justices, $35,500; Dis
trict Court chief judge and Chairman, Utah Judicial Council $34 500' 
District Judges, $33,500; Juvenile Court, $33,500; City Court,' $30,150.' 

Vermont 
The folloWing salaries are effective July 1, 1977: Supreme Court chief 
justice, $33,250; Supreme Court associates, $31,750; Superior County 
Court, $30,000; Probate Courts, $6,160 to $23,330; District Court, 
$29,000; couli administrator, $30,000. 

Virginia 

~egislation has been adopted that will make the follOWing salaries effec
t~ve July 1, 1977: Supreme Court chief justice, $46,000 plus $4,000 in 
lieu of t.rav~1 expense; Supreme Court associate justices, $45,000 plus 
$,4,000 In lieu of travel expense; Circuit Court judges, $42,000, District 
Court judges (General District andJuvenile and Domestic Relations), 
$31,700 to $37,800. 

Washington 
The Salary Commission has recommended the follOWing salaries: Su
preme Court, $45,000; Court of Appeals, $42,000; Superior Court 
$39,000; District Court (full time) $33,000; and State Court Administra~ 
tor, $35,100. 

Puerto Rico 
58 214 proposes the follOWing .5alaries: Supreme Court chief judge, 
$32,600; Supreme Court associate judge, $32,000; Superior Court, 
~30,OOO to $31,800; District Court, $22,900 to $27,400; Municipal 
Judges, $15,000 to $18,000; justice of the peace, $9,000 to $11,400. 
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Appendix II 
Floating Salary Statutes 

California, Massachusetts and Tennessee provide for judicial salarv 
increases based on a consumer price index. California utilize~ thp California 
consul1wr price index while Massachusetts and Te!1rlPssee use the U.S. 
consumer price index. Maryland provides automatic salary increasc's for th~' 
judiciary based on general salary increases awarded to all state t'rnpI oy('('s. 
Rhode Island provides for longevity increases as shown in thb 5t'ction. Thp 
statutory authority for these automatic salarv increases follows. 

California: The California Government Code § 68203, 1964, as amendt'd, 
(Supp 1976) provides: . 

"!n addition to the increase provided under this 5('((i0I1 on 
September 1, 1968, on the effective date of the 1969 arnendnwnh 
to this section and on September 1 of each Yl'ar thereaftpr, ttw 
salary of each justice and judge named in Sections 6820n to 
68202, inclusive, shall be increased by that amount which is 
produced by multiplying the then current salary of each justin' or 
judg(> by thp pNcentage by which the figure repr("'senting the 
(alifornia consumer pricE:' index as compil(;'d and reported by tlw 
California Departnwl1t of Industrial Relations has increased in 
the previous calendar year." 

The judges named in 68200 to 68202 include the Chief Justiu' oi 
California, associate justices of the Supreme Court, justices of courts of 
appeal, superior court judges and municipal court judges. 

A~sembly Bill 3844, enacted as Chapter 1183, Statutes of 1976, amends 
Goverrl'nent Code 68203 to freeze judicial salaries (for all but justice 
court judges) at the September 1, 1976, level (as reflected in this survey) 
until July 1, 1978, at which time judicial salaries will be increased by the 
Consumer Price Index (cost of living) for the preceding calendar year 
(1977) but not to exceed 5 per cent. Annual adjustments per this formula 
will thereafter be made on July 1 of each year. 

Maryland: Maryland Cl)de, Courts and Judicial Proceedi ngs, ~ 1·703, 1974, 
Pay Plan: Automatic Salary Increases, provides: 

"(al Pay plan. - Section 27, Article 64A of the Code applies to 
judicial salarie~, except for its provisions authorizing emergency 
salary increasps ,vith approval of the Board of Public Works. 

"(b) Automatic salary increases. - Whenever a general salary 
i ncreas(' is awarded to state employees, each judge shall receive 
the same percentage increase in his salary as awarded to the 
lowest step of the highest salary grade for classified employees 
in the state salary plan." 
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Massachusetts: Massachusetts Gent'ral Law~ Annotatl'd Chapter 30 § 
46, 1946, as amended, (Supp 197()-77) provides; 

"The personnel adrninistrator shall annually determine the 
pN('entum difference between the average cost of livi ng for the fwxt 
preceding calendar year and the average cost of living for the calendar 
year next preceding the calendar year during which the weekly rates 
prescribed in the abovE' salary schedule were last revised, both as 
shown by the United States Consumer Price Index for such years, and 
shall prepare and ~ubmit to tlw general court a report of such 
dett'rmination within a reasonable time after said Imh'x for the next 
preceding calpndar yedr has becomE' aVdilable. Whenever such 
determination indicates a perrentum Increase or decrease of at least 
three percentum, such report shall be accompanied by a 
recommendation for legi~lation to provide a corresponding 
percentum increase or decrease in tlw salaries of all employees in 
th2 service of the commonwealth and paid from the treasury thereof ... 
Wht:>never such dett'rmination indicates a percentum increase of at least 
thrt>e perct>ntum, as hereinbefore described, such report shall be 
accompanied by a recommendation of legislation to provide a corres
ponding pC'rcentum increase in the salaries of thp chief justice an~~ 
<1~~ociate justices of the supreme judicial court, the appeals court, the 
superior court and the municipal court of the city of Boston, the 
judges ilnd associate judgt>s of the land court, the chief judge and 
the judges of probate and insolvency, the chief justice and the 
Justices of the di~trict courb other than the municipal court of 
the city of Boston, the justices and special justices of the Boston 
Juvenile Court, tht> justices of the Worcester, Bristol County and 
Springfield juvenile courts, and special justices of the district 
(ourts, including thl' municipal court of the city of Boston, such 
increase to take pffect as of the beginning of the first payroll 
period of the year in which such report is submitted." 

Rhode Island: Personnel Rules and Regulations of the State of Rhode Island 
provide: 

Judges as well as all other court personnel are entitled to longevity 
increments. Longevity after seven years 5%, after eleven years 10%, 
after fifteen years 15%, after twenty-five yedrS 2OCk. 

Tennessee: Tennessee Code Annotated, § 8-2303, 1973, as amended 
(Supp 1975) provides: 

"Beginning September 1, 1974, the compensation of judges and 
chancellors shall be the base salaries fixed in this law adjusted to 
reflect the percentage of change in the per capita personal income of 
the State of Tennessee, as defined and published by the United States 
department of commerce, between that of the calendar year 1970 and 
the calendar year next precedine September 1 of the year for which the 
salaries are to be paid. The adjustments shall occur on September 1, 
1974 and on September 1 of every year thereafter for the ensuing year 
commencing September 1." 
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COUNCil OF STATE COURT REPRESENTATIVES 

Alabama 
lIowell T. Heflin 

Alaska 
Roger G, Connor 
AssoclJte Justice, SupremE' Court 

Arizona 
Frank X Gordon, Jr. 
Justite, Supreme Court 

Arkansas 
C. R. HUle, Exec. SelY. 
JudiCial DepL, Supr.mt· Court 

Calirornia 
Donald R. Wright 

Colorado 
Harry 0. Lawson 
State Court Administrator. Jud. Dept. 

Connecticut 
John P. Cotler 
".,.,ouale Justice, Supreme Court 

Delaware 
Dalliel L. Herrmann 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court 

Florida 
Arthur J. England, Jr. 
Associate JustICe, Supreme Court 

Georgia 
Julian Webb 
Judge, Court of Appeals 

Hawaii 
Tom T. Okuda 
Adm. SOl Dir., District Courts 

Idaho 
Charles R. Oonaldson 
Ju,lice, Supreme Court 

Illinois 
Joseph H. Goldenhersh 
Justice, Supreme Court 

Indiana 
Richard M. Givan 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court 

Iowa 
W. W. Reynoldson 
Justice, Supreme Court 

Kansas 
DaVid Prager 
Justice, Supreme Court 

Kentucky 
James S. Chenault 
Judge, 25th judicial District 

Louisiana 
Pascal F. Calogero, Jr. 
Justice, Supreme Court 

Maine 
Elizabeth D. Belshaw 
State Court Admrnistrator 

Maryland 
William H. Adkms II 
State Court Administrator 

Mass.1chuselts 
Walter H. McLaughlin 

Michigan 
John p. Ma~er 
A.,sot iab.' Admim!-.trdtor 

Minnesota 
laurence C. Harmon 
State Court Adminic,lrator 

Mississippi 
R. P. Sugg • 
Assoclale Justice, Suprpme Court 

Missouri 
J. P. Morgan 
Judge, Supreme Court 

Montana 
Daniel J. Shea 
Justree, Supreme Court 

Nebraska 
Paul W. White 
Chief Justire, Supreme Court 

Nevada 
Howard W. Babtcxk 
Judge, District Court 

New ~Iampshire 
John W. King 
Justice, Superior Court 

New Jersey 
Richard J. Hughe, 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court 

New Mexico 
John B. McManus. Jr. 
Justice, Supreme Court 

New York 
Richard I. Bartlett 
Stat~ Adm. Judge 

North Carolina 
Bert M. Montague 
Orr., Adm. Office of the Courts 

North Dakota 
William L Paulson 
Associate Jushce, Supreme Court 

Ohio 
C. Wilham O'Neill 
Chief JUltice, Supreme Court 

Oklahoma 
B. Don Barnes 
JUltlCe, Supreme COllrt 

Oregon 
Loren D. Hicks 
State COllrt Administrator 
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Pennsylvania 
Samuel J. Robert< 
Ju .. hn~. Supreme Court 

Rhode Island 
Walter J. Kane 
ct. Admtni .. tr,ltor, Suprt'nw Court 

South Carolina 
J. Woodrow LewIS 
Chief lustl{e, Suprf'me Court 

South Dakota 
Frpd R. Winans 
A,,~ociJt~ JUSllll', Supr(lnw Court 

Tennessee 
P,lUi R. Summers 
bi.{'(". SCLY., Supreme Court 

Texas 
Thomas M Reavley 
A'Iso( late lu~tl(,(\ Supreme COUlt 

Utah 
Thornley K. Swan 
Chief Judge, Utah JudICial Counul 

Vermont 
Albert W. Barney, Jr. 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court 

Virginia 
Alb~rtis S. Harrbon, Jf. 
J,,'tire, Supreme Court 

Washington 
Oms L. Hamilton 
JUltree, Supreme Court 

West Virginia 
Fred H. Caplan 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court 

Wisconsin 
N,1th,ln S. HeHernan 
Justlte, Supreme Court 

Wyoming 
Rodney M. Guthrie 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court 

District of Columbia 
Theodore R. Newman, Jr. 
Chiel Judge, Court of Appeals 

American Samoa 
K. William O'Connor 
Chief Justice, High Court 

Guam 
Joaquin C. Perez 
Chief Judge, Island Court 

Puerto Rico 
Jose Trias Monge 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court 

Virgin Islands 
Cyril Michael 
Presiding Judge, Municipal Court 
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