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'1'111'; I"AM I LY COURT 

I. What is the Family' ~? 

The Family Court is a court 't07hic.h handles matters which involve 

the family and its legal problems. The Family Court handles 

such matters as juvenile delinquency, whether a person is in 

need of supervision, neglected children, custody, and other 

family problems. There is a Family Court in every county in 
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IV. ~ i:! ~ juvenile delinquency ~ started,? 

A case in court to have a person declared a juvenile delinquent 

is started by the filing of a written charge called a petition. 

The petition must state: 

1. That you did an act which would be a crime if it 

were done by you as an adult. It must tell what 

the ac t \vas and the time and place wheri;) the ac t 

was clone; 
New York State. 2. 

That you were under 16 years old at the time the 
II. What is ~ juvenile delinguent? 

A juvenile delinquent (J.D.) is a person over 7 and less than 

16 years old who does any act which woule: be considered a crim{! 

if an adult did the same act. The important thing in determin

ing whether you are a juvenile delinquent is your age at the 

time you were supposed to have connnitted the act, not your age 

at the time you appeared in court. 

III. ~ is ~ person in ~ of supervision? 

A person in need of supervision (PINS) is a person less than 16 

years old who habitually stays mvay from school, or who is un

controllable., or who is disobedient to his or her parents or 

other la\vful authority. 

act was done; and 

3. 'fhat you need supervision, treatment, or confine-

ment. 

V. liow is a PINS case started? ------
A case to have a person declared a PINS is also started by ~le 

filing of a petition. The petition must state: 

1. That you continually miss school, or you are dis-

obedient to your parents or guardians, The petition 

must also state the ac ts on tvhich the charge is based 

and the time and place the act took place; 

2. That you were under 16 years old at the time that you 

,oJere supposed to have committed the act; and 

3. That you need supervision or treatment. 



Vlo v.Jh:'., Eli~;Y filll tho petition'! 

Tht! pllt lth'tl may be filed by anyone of the following persons: 

1. 

') 
"- . 
3. 

4. 

s. 

A peuce officer (police officer, probation officer, 

etc.) 

'1'11<;\ child I s parent~; or guardians 

A person who was injured by the child's act 

A witness to the child's act 

An uuthorizp.d a~ency, such us tIm Department of 

Social Services 

vn. How ~ you be compelled !!? appear in ~'! 

You can be compelled to appear in court after a petition has 

heen fileu against you. The court can have you served with a 

StllTUUOns. A sunnnons is a paper which orders you to come to court 

If you do not then appear in court, or if you cannot be found, 

• '-- A warr"nt ]',8 :l the court can issue a warrant ior your arres~. g •• 

papt.~r which authorizes any pol ice oflicer to arrllst you and 

bring you to court. 

VIIl. What rights ~ you ~ at your hearing in Family Court? 

At the beginning of your hearing, both you and your p<lt'L~nt:; 11 , 

i b t ·'.ld tl1"t, you 11<tVP .• the right to remain si h!llt. guan ians mus t e " ". 

YlJU also have the right to be represented by a privatu lu\.;yer 

dlOsun by you or your parent or guardian if you can afford l1lh.~. 

-4-

If you do not have a private lawyer, the court will appoint a 

law guardian or legal aid lawyet' to represent you. You always 

have the right to ask for a lmvyur and such a request can never 

hurt your case. 

IX. ~ is !: law guard ian? 

A law guardian or legal aid attorney is a lawyer who represents 

children such as yout'self in proceedings in the Family Court. 

If you desire to reopen you case, contact the attorney ~110 repre-

sen ted you in court. If you have forgotten who yout' lawyer \"itS, 

or his address, the ombudsman can help you get this information. 

~ juvenile delinquent? 

After the court finds that you are a jnvenile delinquent, it must 

do one of the following things: 

1. The court can give you a suspended judgment. A 

suspended judgment means that the court will not , 

ducide what to do with you then. Instead, tilu 

court Hill let you retuLI to the community. A 

suspended judgment lasts for one year. The court 

,,,i 11 te 11 you wha t rulus you mns t li va up to. An 

adJitional period of one yuar can be given if the 

court thinks that it is nocessary. 
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If you fail to comply with the rules of a suspended 

judgment, you can be returned to t.:ourt for another 

llearing. If the court then finds that you violated 

the rules set by the court, it can, after a hearing, 

place or commit you to an agency. 

2. Another way the court can deal with you is to place 

you in your own home, or in the custody of a suitable 

relative, or some other suitable person. The court 

may place you with the Division for Youth to live 

under its care and supervision. Placement lasts for 

18 months. The court can extend your p1'lcement for 

additional periods of one ye~r each if necessary, 

but you must be returned to court for a new hearing 

before this can be done. 

If you arc placed in your own home by the court and 

you leave home without the court I s permission, you 

nlt"W be brought before the court for a hearing. I r 

the court finds that you did not have a good reason 

for leaving home, it can ch.:l!':,g,;; Ult:: order of place-

ment and place you with another relative or in 

an institution. The court can also order you to 

stay at home and make sure that your parents or 



3. 

4. 

5. 
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guardian> do not abuse you. This is called an order 

of protection. Westfield State Farm, if you are a female. 

Another way the court can handle you is to put you 

on probation. Probation means the court will allow 

you to retur,l to your community under the supervision 

or guardianship of a probation officer. Juvenile 

delinquents can be put on probation for up to two 

years. However, the court can extend your probation 

for an additional year if it is necessary. 

If you violate probation, you can be returned to 

court for a hearing. If the court finds that you 

did not have a good reason for violating probation, 

it can end your probation and place or commit you 

to an agency. 

The court can commit you to the care and custody 

of a private agency. Commitment may not be for more 

than three years. 

If you were 15 years of-age and committed an act for 

which an adult would be charged with a Class A or 

Class B felony, the court can commit you to the Elmira 

Reception Center if you are a male or to the care 

and custody of an association or agency, such as the 

XI. 

Some examples of Class A and Class B felonies are: 

Class ~ Felonies Class B Felonies 

Murder Selling Dangerous Drugs 

Kidnctppihg Manslaughter 

Rape 

What S~ the Family ~ do to you after it finds that you ~ 

§:. PINS? 

After the court finds that you are P a INS, it must enter an order 

doing one of the follOWing things: 

1. 

:.> • 

3. 

4. 

It can return you to the community with a warning: or 

The court can give you a suspended judgment (as dis

cussed above); or 

The court can place you in your own home, or in the 

custody of a suitable relative or some other suitable 

person. The court may also place you in an institu-

tion with other PINS. Placement lasts for up to 18 

months. The court can extend your placement for an 

additional year if necessary. However, the placement 

cannot extend beyond your eighteenth birthday. 

The court can put you on probation. PINS can be put 

on probation for up to one year. However, the court 
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can extend your probation for an additional year the petition and the answer which the agency or institution makes 

if necessary up to your eighteenth birthday. to the court. If the court feels that a hearing is needed, it 

XII. Can you ~ ~ ~ hearing? will give you one. The court has the power to ~rant or deny the 

Yes, you can get a new hearing. An interested person acting in petition. 

your behalf can ask the court to give you a new hearh"l.g. If the XV. What order can the court then make? -----------
court finds that there is good cause, it will give you a new The court can reduce the length of time you are placed or conunitted 

hearing. Good cause includes such things as the denial of your in the agency. The court can also change the agency in which you 

rigtt. to have a lawyer at your hearing. You can also get a new are placed. 

hearing if any of your other rights at the earlier hearing \yere XVI. Can the court release you ~ custody? 

violated. The court can release you from the custody of the agency or insti-

XIII. HoW ~ your placemen,t be vacated? tution. It n~y place you on probation or under the supervision 

If you feel you have a good reason to be released from the insti- of the court. 

tution, you can write to the judge or your lawyer directly and XVII. ~ often ~ you petition ~ ask the ~ for release? 

ask that your placement be set aside. If you do not have a lawyer, You can petition the court for release every 90 days. Sometimes 

you can ask the judge to appoint one for you. the court will permit you to serve a petiti<.Jt1 sooner. 

XIV. HoW ~ lour .E.lacement ~ commitment be terminated? XVIII. ~ protection ~ ~: ~ &ive you when you ~ brought to 

Your parent or guardian or an interested agency or friend can court? 

make an application to the agency or institution in which you The law provides certain protections for PINS and juvenile delin-

are placed or committed~ asking the agency or institution to re- quents so that they will not lose any of their civil rights. Some 

lease you. If the application is denied or not granted within of these protections are: 

30 days, a petition to terminate your placement or commitment 1. You have the right to a private hearing. 

can be brought before the Family Court. The court '\yill examine 2. Acts committed by children, although serious, are 

not considered crimes. 
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3. The fact that you were before the Family Court for 
arrested or convicted of a crime 'Jou are allowed to 

a hearing cannot be used as evidence against you in say, "No." 

any other court. Any confessions or statements you 

made in court or to any court officer cannot be used 

against you in any other court. 

4. All police records and other records relating to the 

Family Court acti9ns are kept apart from the records 

of adults. The records are not open to the pUblic. 

Only your parent, guardian or attorney may see the 

records, if they get a court order. If you are later 

convicted of a crime as an adult, the judge of the 

court in which you were convicted can ask to see your 

juvenile record. 

5. The fact that you were once a PINS or a juvenile 

delinquent may not be used later to deny you any right 

or privilege. You may not be denied the right to hold 

public office. You may not be denied any license, such 

as a driver's license or a license to run a liquor store. 

6. A child brought into custody is not considered arrested 

and an adjudication as a juvenile delinquent or PINS is . '. 

not considered a conviction. 

If, as an adult, you are asked if you have ever been 
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YOUR RIGHTS IN THE INSTITUTION 

The Division for Youth wants to protect you and all other young 

people under its care. The Division wants to give you as much 

freedom as you can handle in recognition that you are a young 

person with rights and responsibilities. For example, 

I. Clothing 

A. ~ clothing may you ~? 

You have the right to wear your own clothing if you choose. 

Or, if you prefer, you may wear clothes issued by the Division 

for Youth, or you may wear a combination of the two. If you 

do not. have enough personal clothing, or if you want to wear 

Division for Youth clothing, the Division will provide the 

clothing. You also have the right to wear your own jewelry. 

B. When may you be prevented from wearing certain clothes and 

jewelry? 

The Division can prevent you from wearing your own clothes 

and jewelry in only two situations: 

1. If any clothing or jewelry is dangerous. to yourself 

or to other people •. For example, if a piece of 

jewelry cl)uld be used as a weapon, it could be taken 

from you and held until you are discharged or released. 

\ 
: 
i 

\ 
• 
\ 
'. 

\ 
i 
\ 

, 
I 
I 

\ 
\ 

\ 

\ 
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2. If you do not keep your personal clothes clean, you 

may be prevented from wearing them. The Division 

\'lill provide you with some reasonable way to clean 

your clothes. 

Work clothing -- If you have a work assignment such as forestry 

work, the DiviSion for Youth will supply work clothing so that 

your own clothes will not get damaged or torn. 

IIa Hair 

You have the right to wear your hair in the style and length that 

you desire. You have the same freedom to grow beards, mustaches 

and sideburns. You may have long hair if you choose. The Division 

for Youth will cut your hair only for reasons of health. Your 

hair cannot be cut against your will, even for reasons of health, 

unless the director or superintendent explains why this has to 

be done to the ombudsman. If you have any questions about this, 

ask your ombudsman. 

I II . Re ligion 

The Division for Youth must provide you with the opportunity to 

attend religious services. 

You h~ve the right to receive private counselling by a religious 

leade~ of your faith. 

You cannot be forced or compelled, in any manner, to attend or 
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participate in any religious observances. 

includes such things as: 

A religious obscrvanL!u 

1. Worship services 

2. Religious instructions 

3. Prayers 

IV. Mail 

A. May anyone ~ .£E. censor your ~? 

You have the right to send mail t o anyone you choose. No 

one may censor or read it before it is sent. censorship 

means that no one may read your mail before it is sent; no 

one may change or cross out anything in the letter and no 

one may prevent your letter f rom being mailed. 

You also have the right to receive mail wJ.'thout anyone 

reading or censoring it. You have the right to open your 

own mail. Therefore, the staff members in your school or 

facility cannot open your mail and check to see 'vhat is 

being written or who .. J.s writing it. The only time that the 

staff members have the right to require you to open your 

mail in their presence' h h J.s w en t ey believe that there is 

either something illegal in h t e envelope, or where there 

is money being sent to you. For example, if a hard object 

in the shape of a knife could be felt in the envelope, or 
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i.f money eouid he seen in the envclope, the. staff ml~ntbtll' 

CQuld require you to open your mail in his prllsmlcl~. 'l'hu 

staff member may take out any contrulHlrhl. If money 1~; 

mailed to you it "Jill btl added to your account, llut, 

rcmembGr 1 even if something illeg~!.l is in tho mall, you 

are still the. only one who can open it, although you l1lay 

be required to open it in the presence of a staff memb.er 

and dump the contents of the envelope on a table. 

If you receive a package, however, thesH rules do not 

apply. All packages are subject to inspection. 

You may send as much mail as you want. Htlwever, the State 

is requi.red to pay unly the ccst vf mailing your first 

It.~tt(\r each week. You may be required t;n pay tht~ postag!! 

tor all additional letturs. 

V. DiscipHn::. -- ~ m;:~y ~ be disciplined '? 

1. You may be denied curtain priv:i.leges, such LtS ,-latching 

tehwisinn "'ith tho rllst of the group at a (,.~ertain 

time. nut you may nuL he ahused in any W,ly or bt..· 

denied your basic rights, such as the right to t:.!at or 

sleep. 

2. You nU1Y tlot bl! phyolcal1y or mCtlt<.411y abllSt!U. 
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other residents. 

C. What must the room be like? ------------
The room that you are confined in must have lights, heat 

and ventilation. It must be comfortable for you and must 

contain the following items: 

Bed and mattress 

2. Pillow, sheets and blanket 

3. Chair, desk or cbest 

If any of the furniture could be used by you to 11urt 1 yourse f 

or others, then it can be taken away by the staff, 

D. How long may you be confined? 

E. 

The staff \yill make every effort to '-eturn t ...youo your 

regular program of care as soon as you are no longer a 

danger to yourself or others. You mEW only be confined [or 

24 consecutive hours, llnless th D' f I . e lrector o· tlC Division 

[or Youth in Albany gives approval for a longer cllnfinul'lCllL. 

Who will visit ~ while l£~ are confhcd? 

While you are confinGd, you will be visited by the followin·· t 

""' 
persons: 

1. 

2. 

A senior supervisor or senior counsellor 

A psychiatrist, psychologist, social worker or youth 

counsellor 

3. A nurse or doctor 
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These people will ex.amine and help you. Talk over your 

feelings with them as to why you are in room confinement 

and whether you feel you are ready to go back to regular 

program. 

F. What activities may you participate in? 

You have the right to have entertaining and educational 

reading materials in the room while you are confined. Also, 

each day you will be given at least 30 minutes of recreation 

and exercise outside your room. 

What does recreation and exercise mean? It means sports, 

athletics, games, and things like that. But it does not 

mean hard labor, very tiresome exercises or any activity that 

is punishing. 

VII. Group Confinement 

A. What is ~ confinement? 

Group confinement is a locked cottage, living unit or wing 

which is separate from the regular living area. 

B. When may ~ confinement be used? 

Group confinement may be used only in the following situations, 

and in no case as punishment: 

1. Where you and some of the other residents are a 

serious danger to yourself or to other residents 
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2. Where you are in serious daru;er from others 

3. Where you need special care and attention apart 

from the others 

VIII. Physical and Medical Restraints 

A. What is ~ physical ~ medical restraint? 

A physical restraint is something that prevents YOJr 

arms or legs or you from moving freely. An example of 

a physical restraint would be handcuffs. However, if a 

restraint is put on you, your feet and hands may ~ be 

tied Eogether or attach(~d to an object. 

A medical restraint is medicine that is given to you to 

qui.et you down. It can be given as an injection, pill or 

liquid. 

B. When may restraints be used? 

Physical restraints may be used when you are taken from 

one school to another. Otherwise, they may be used only 

when you are so uncontrollable that you are dangerous to 

others or yourself. For example, if you run around trying 

to hit everyone you see, you might be handcuffed until you 

have calmed down to a point where ' .. ;~1 can be let go. 

Medical restraints can only be approved by a doctor, and 

they can be used only when you are so uncontrollable that 

even physical restraints would not work in calming you down • 

. ~, a; 
/ LOZ771 ltin-tN.-WU271i- _____________ ....... "' .. ' --------------------
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SPECIAL HEARINGS 

I. Parole Revocation 

A. When may your parole be revoked? 

Your parole may be revoked for any of the following reasons: 

1. Breaking curfew often 

Associating regularly with people likely to have a 

bad influence on you, such as people convicted of 

committing a crime 

3. Failing to go to school regularly 

4. Continued use of drugs 

5. Continued use of alcohol 

6. Not reporting to your youth worker as agreed upon 

7. Driving a car ,oJithout permissi::m from your parent 

or youth worker 

8. Running away from your parents or guardians, or being 

uncontrollable 

9. Committing a crime or unlawful act 

10. Breaking any other conditions of you, parole 

B. What Erocedures ~ be followed in revoking parole? 

Before your parole can be revoked, you have a right to a 

parole revocation hearing. Before the hearing, you must 



r 
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r,eceive a notice stating the reasons that the Division 

for youth feels your parole should be revoked. You must 

be told that" you have the following rights: 

1. Right to have a lav1yer defend you 

2. Right to speRk at t~e hearing 

3. Right to present other evidence 

4. Right to have your own witnesses speak 

5. Right to examine witnesses who speak against you 

The hearing officer or Family Court judge will decide whether 

your parole should be revoked by examining what has been said 

and shown at the hearing. If he feels that you definitely 

had been informed of the rules of your parole and that you 

did not follow the rules, you ~Yill be returned to a school 

or center. 

II. Transfer 
• ;1 

A. Where ~ you be transferred? 

A transfer occurs v~here you are moved from your open school 

or center to a more closed institution. You can remain at 

the more closed institution or later be returned to the open 

facility according to your needs and p1:'ogress. 

B. When may you be transferred? 

You may be transferred only if one of these conditions exists: 

t. 
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1. You need closer supervision than an open program 

permits. 

2. You cannot be trented or helped in an open setting 

because the program at your school is not able to 

help you. 

3. You r.annot be treated or helped in an open setting 

because you constantly run away. 

If the director of your fac.ility feels that it would be 

best for you to be transferre~ then you will be told thae 

there has been a request for your transfer. 

c. What Erocedures ~ required for a transfer? 

Before you can be transferred, you must: 

l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Be told that there has been a request for your transfer 

Be told the reason why it was requested 

Be given the chance to tell your side of the story 

If you cannot write well, then the social worker or 

counsellor will write what you tell him$ and then he 

will have you sign it. 

A transfer board at central office in Albany \"i11 then 

meet to decide t"hether you should be transferred. It 

will decide after it has looked at all of the facts, 

including your statement. 
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J' 

.' 

Ill. Extension of Placement. 

A. Hhat ~ ~ extension of placement? 

As mentioned in the chapter on the Family Court, the judge 

may place you for a maximum of 18 months in a school or 

center * However, if before the end of your 18 month place-

mont it is felt that you need more help, you may receive 

additional placements of up to 12 months each in a school 

or center. This is called an extension of placement. Also, 

if you are on parole, your placement may be extended for up 

to 12 months for parole supervision. 
\ 

) But ;:emember, there can be no extension of placement if you 
I 

~ \ 

, I 
\ I 

arc 18 years old, unless you consent to the placement. 

B. Hhat procedure ~~ ~ followed ~ extendin8 placement? 

1. You must be given a hearing before your placement can 
\ 

} be extended. 

2 • You must also be given a notice telling you when the 
.I 

( hearing will take place. 

3. At the hearing, you have the right to be present, and 

you have the right to have a lawyer defend you. 

4. You have the right to cross-examine witnesses who speak 
\ 

, j against you. 

/ 
• 5. You con also speak at the hearing and tell your side of 

th~ story. 

/ • 



I. What.~ aftercare? 

II. 

III. 

Aftercare is a part of tho Division for Youth. Aftercare 

counsellors work with you in the c01mnunity after meeting you 

while you are still in Otl~ ot:mr schools. 

What do aftercare worker~ ~? -----

Aftercare workers, also ref!Jrred to as Youth Division Counsellors) 

field workers or outside social w()rkers, are a link between Yl')U 

and your community while you are at the institution. Their job 

d £-1 'ly 'rl1"y :l.1so wlo'll work to is to tNork with you an your :t ml.. '" ~ 

1 1 f ' d a J'ob They will find get you back into school and Ie p you 'lon· • 

you places to stay if yml do 110t return to your family when you 

are released from the itu;tituti.~m. 

Your institution has the name, address und telllphotlG number of 

your aftercare war er. ," ,.~, , k If Y. 0'1 f")r,!C~t }'l' s name or address and yon 

I . I I' 11sk "our social worker, cl)unsellor want to ge.t in touc 1 \Vl.t 1 urn, - J 

or supervisor to give it t:o you. 

IV. Why do you need ~ p.ftercaru worker'? 

The aftercare worker helps you after you havo been released or 

discharged from the facility. He ~vill inform the institution of 

how you are doing in. the community. 

-' 

faciHt;~(? 

1 f you cu,tuso to CO ('PU1\I tt:' ylj ih your aftercare worker., he may 

t .. ~l1 th", institution that you nHod further supervision and 

treatment in th(~ instiJ:ction. If that happens, you might be 

hivcn n0tit:~ to tlPP'::~!l :it a parule revocation hearing. If, 

ait(;r the hearing, it .. ~ tuund thtlt you did not follow the 

rult!s tiw,t both }'JU am' your .:l.ft:ercare ,vorker had di.scussed 

and agl."l\Qd V1I • .::t"C necl.:ssnry, you will be returned to the ins t:i-

I· i 
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THE OMBUDSMAN 

I. What is an ombudsman? ----
An ombudsman is a government official who is appointed to 

receive and investigate complaints made by individuals abcut 

abuses or wrongful acts. Our ombudsmen are appointed by 

the Division for Youth. They receive and investigate complaints 

made about Division for Youth facilities. The ombudsman reports 

directly to the Director of the Division for Youth and an out-

side citizen's group. 

II. Who is the ombudsman? 

The ombudsman is a lawyer. Lawyers are experts in legal rights. 

Our ombudsmen are experts in the legal rights of our children. 

If you want to complain about your legal rights at your insti-

tution, talk to your ombudsman. 

III. What kinds of problems will he listen to? 

He will listen to your legal problems. He is concerned about 

how you are being treated at your school or center and whether 

your legal rights are being preserved. He wants to make sure 

that you know what your legal rights are within the institution. 

He is also willing to answer your questions concerning any legal 

matter not related to the facility. If your problem requires 



"" 
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t 'lp front "'n outs';de J'udge or lawyer, the ombudsman can assist lle u ... 

you in contacting him. 

IV. ~ ~ you ~ !! ~ complaint involves ~ legal right? 

V. 

Before making a complaint to 1;he ombudsman, ask yourself these 

ttoJo questions: 

1. Am I being treatec like a decent human being? 

2. Am I being treated justly? 

These are the two things that law is based upon -- justice and 

human decency. If you feel that you are not being treated justly 

and t~ith decency at your facility, see your ombudsman. At the 

beginning, it will be difficult to tell whether or not a complaint 

is one that the ombudsman can help you with. If you donlt know, 

asl<: him. The ombudsman will tell you. 

What can the ombudsman do if your complaint does not involve a 
---
legal right? 

The ombudsman is one of many people at you facility who helps kids 

in different ways. If you bring a problem to the ombudsman which 

he does not think involves a legal right (human decency and justice), 

he may make arrangements for you to see someone else who knows more 

about the problem such as a counsellor. Always remember that the 

ombudsman is there to help you. Feel free to talk to him. 
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VI. What will the ombudsman do? 

If the ombudsman feels that your complaint is legal, that it 

involves an injustice or treatment that is not decent, he will 

investigate. If he finds that your complaint is true, he will 

report what he has found to the head of the school or center and 

to the Director of the Division for youth so that they can see 

if they can straighten things out for you. Remember, if you 

complain to an ombudsman, he will not just take your word. He 

will look into the complaint, speak to the other people involved 

and decide whether your complaint is real. If it is, he will work 

to help you. 

VII. When ~ you ~ the ombudsman? 

You can contact an ombudsman whenever you see him walking on 

campus or visiting the cottage. You do not have tO,wait to see 

him in his Qffice. But you cannot just get up and leave your 

regular assignments, work, school, shop, etc. If you want to see 

the ombudsman during the periods that you have assignments, you 

have to get permission. You may tell any staff member that you 

would like to speak to the ombudsman and the staff member will 

see that the ombudsman is told that you want to see him. You do 

not need to tell anyone why you wish to see him. 
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MIS CELIANE OUS 

From time to time the law changes, and ~oJe want to keep you 

informed by making additions tc this section. Here's some 

current information which we think will be of interest to you: 

I. ~ is ~ paternity proceeding? 

When a child is born without its parents being married, the 

mother of the child may ask the court to have the male parent 

legally declared the child's father. 

The court will hear the mother's case and make a decision even 

if the parents are minors. 

The court can order that the father pay a set amount of support 

for the child each week. The father is also responsible for 

paying the mother's medical bills which ,,,ere necessary for her 

to have the baby. 

If the father is under age and not working, he will still be 

expected to pay for the child's support from its birth when he 

does get a job. 

II. Who is ~ youthful offender? 

Any person who: 

1. is 16, 17 or 18 years old; 

, 
~, . 

J: 

~ 
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2. is charged with it cr illle othut" chan an I\. fldony; and 

3. lUIS not been convicted of n felony before 

is a youthful offender and is given special consideration in criminal 

court. 

Such a person will be dealt with in the following manner: 

1. The charges against this young person will not 

become public knowledge. 

2. 

3. 

If the judge and the youth wish, the proceedings 

will be conducted in private. 

If convicted of a crime, it is possible that the 

judge will give the person youthful offender status. 

This means that the conviction will be dropped and 

the person will be adjudicated a youthful offender. 

It is up to the judge to decide if a youthful offender finding should 

be make except in one type of case. That is, if you are convicted 

of a crime in a local criminal court and have never before been con

victed of a crime or found to be a youthful offender, the judge must 

give youthful offender treatment. 

A youthful offender does not have a criminal record, and his youthful 

offender records will remain confidential, similar to juvenile dclin-

quent records. 
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Ill. \~ltat lH ACt) (J\djourn11ll\nl ~ Contemplation of Dis11Iisfwl) treatment? 

\. 

Sometimes tlte judge will postpone your case [or a certain period 

of time (for example, 6 months). If at the end of that time you 

have had no problems with the law, the case will be dismissed. 

You will not have a criminal record and are entitled to get back 

all fingerprints and photos taken of you. 

CONCLUSION 

This hdndbook was written for the purpose of making you aware of 

your rights from the time you first appeared in court until your 

release from the supervision of the Division for Youth. Perhaps 

the most basic of your rights is your right to be treated like a 

decent human being. But keep in mind that along with all the 

freedoms you possess, you have many responsibilities. You ~l7il1 

find this is true no matter where you go or what you do in years 

to come. You should always treat and respect other people the 

way you 'vould like them to treat you. Laws are made not only to 

prevent you from doing certain things, but to protect you and others 

too. 




