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We apprecia.te yo~r interest in the Village of Deerfield's several programs in regard 
to youth and vandalism. The following information should provide the background 
and explain how we arrived at the various components of our plan. 

In August of 1974, we created an Ad Hoc Committee to Study Vandalism. This 
Committee was composed of a cross section of residents, professional people and 
businessmen~ and was chaired by The Reverend John Usry. After studying all facets 
of the problem, the Committee recommended that (1) every member of the community 
be educated to the seriousness of the problem; (2) a Youth JUlY be established; 
(3) PoUcesurveillance and patrol be increased whenever possible; and (4) a loca.l 
ordinance be passed making parents aware of their responsibility for acts of v~n­
dalism. 

We have implemented these recommendations and added other tools to the program. 
Some of the more effective measures are as follows: 

We asked all local newspapers to publish a weekly box score showing the vandalism 
for the preceding week and the cost to the taxpayers. 

We reinstituted the Youth Jury, which heard its first case on October 27, 1975. Of­
fenders are judged by their peers and, if found guilty, are assigned work projects. 

We now have two Officers assigned to juvenile matters. In addition, we have a full 
time. Youth Director and a Youth Center Worker. We bought a Vespa to fac.ilitate 
patrolling in parks and hard-to-reach areas. 

We adopted the parental responsibility ordinance on November 17, 1975. 
.\ 

One of the main ingredients for a successful vandalism program is a concerned com-

(0 
munity, coupled with. the parental responsibility ordinance, and a Police Department 
which is oriented toward prevention of juvenile prime. Deerfield is fortu.nate in this 
respect and while there is still much to be done, the steps we have taken so far are 
proving effecti.ve. 

~ am attaching a few items which may further clarify our' program for you, 

~ 
~ncerely, 

~ . ~ ~d-
. '. j6BER~FORREST , Mayor 

If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.
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IltlNOIS 
DEERFIELD, ILLINOIS 60015 

BERNARD FORREST" MAYOR January 31, 1977 

An open letter to the Youth of Deerfield: 

I am certain tha.t the young adults of Deerfield are aware of 
the fact that our Village has received national attention because 
of our vandalism program. While the program certainly is 
unique and worthy of this publicity, the real credit belongs to 
the young people who are directly responsible for its success" 

As 'Mayor of the Village of Deerfield, and on behalf of the 
officials and the' residents of the community, I wish to e'A."Press 

. our appreciation to you. You show remarkable maturity and a 
positive approach to the reduction of crime in your Village. 

I want you to know that the Village officials are most appreciative, 
for without your cooperation, no program of this kind could be 
effective.. With your continued efforts, Deerfield will be able to 
mqinta.in its steady progress toward eliminating vandalism and 
related crimes .. 

...... 

:ost Sincere~ , 

~'-t'Lct,( \Jc.l.~+-­
BERNARD FORREST 
Mayor 
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THE HEED$ 

THE GOAL: 
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50 

'. 

RQ"\.":I~w· of the tecbrr..iq'1lQs utilized by 'cn:e D~Gme.k1 PoJice DG::?c.4"1:L1e:ut 
to dGt~Z' ,a.u.d 6:ppZ'ciLcnd -v1?":"d:0.n 0 

Coo!'c1ii.U'.te ir:.quil"'iCS a.nd G .. !'"'.fo!'ts of the corru:rlttee with. the C£:b~t:-l o~ 
oth.er f.:..~m'illTt'lities~ to find solutions'to this problem. to ma~..j'r'·'J1.ze the 

... 'I· ," N 'j?OSS:l.Dl ;:1..18$ or succcos~ 

<50 S·C .. 1c1y oth~j;"· a";ten'U.e~ or inquizy ·whic..\ are deemed to b2 desirable Co 
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, .. ' J?EQUEST F9R BOARD ACTIOB 

SUBJECT: ... Ein~l Report of Ad Hoc Committee on VandalismAgenda Item __ 7'~L63:8 

Action Requcst~d: To impl ement recommendations of Vandal ism Comm'.:...;·~;:..;t::.:e:.:::e~ __ _ 
Or.i~ua~edbY: ____ ~A~d~H~o~c~C~o~mm~it~t~e~e~. _______________ Date: ==~~ __ ~ ________ ___ 

o Board 
R- c d T r~ayor' & Board 0, f Trustees .. By: t!ferre 0: - D Administration,' 

Summary of Background and Reason for Request: 

Attached is the Final Report from the Ad Hoc Committee including 

the nObservations" and '"Recommendations" of the committee. Also 

. attached is a supplemental re~ort from the ~illage Attorney per­

taining to the possibility of passing a local ordinance which 

would assist the Village in dealing more effectively with the 

problems of repeated acts of vandalism • 

. 
, Recommendation of: 

1c:J 
CJ 
CJ o o 

Plan Commission 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
Safety Council 
Ivtanpower Commission 

Other~ 

§ 
B 
o 

Village Clerk 
Treasurer 
Engineer 
Attorney 
Building Commissioner 
Chief of Police 

------------~---------------
Reports and Documents Attached: 

. ' 

Manager's Recommendation: 

Final Report - Vandalism Committee; Report from Village Attorney 
(~ampl~ of possible Ordinance) 

Mayor's Recommendation: 

Date .referred to' Board:, 
~-----------------

10/6/75 
Action taken: 
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L\.w Ol"ll'lCES , . 

PEDERSEN & HOUPT 
Pm;FI PnDIt);S1tlI' 

P,<,CfI,UlD V. Iroon 
Oi:OI2OI!1 L. Px.mro 
Jt..Im.s It. S rcr C 1(0 SUI'I'E 13400, 
Pln-Jm Q'Comnr.u. Kru.I.T 
Tr::o}.!A!l J. MLLl' 

SUI:WOIf DAVID:50H 

Ci1l.ltOOUT J. P~1UlT 

160 NORTH LA SA..I.I:.E S'I."lillE'I." 

OrUOAOO, ILI..INOIS 60601 

»;.. vn'J G. Nl."W1U .. l( 

~'Im1' J. LIlm 
September 29, 1975 Aller:. GOOLD 

PAUL S.};..t:n·u .. 'f . . . 
JV.n" P. GOSIDmu 

&rurr YA. VlT'Z 
Itmm1rrn J. G1ntD~B 
l<1.L.:lNDf 13, SonA..l..n 
J.u4.R!l1 J. GUTl.lUf II 

~.. . 

r~yor arid Board of Trustees 
Village of Deerfield 
850 Waukege.n Road 
Deerfield, Illinois 60015 

. BE:' Vandalism Ordinance 

Gentlemen: 

Following the presentation of the preliminary r~port of the AdHoc 
Committee on Vandalism, the Board of Trustees asked us to investi­
gate the possibility of adopting an ordinance which would provide 
the Village with a means of effectively dealing with the vandalism 
problem. The AdHoc Committee had. reported that t.he existing 
Illinois Parental Responsibility Law had not proved to be an 
effective deterrent and they suggested that adoption by the Village 
of an ordinance which contained parallel provisions would expand ' 
its usefulness. . 

At that time I advised the Board that the rights of civil recovery 
contained in the Illinois Parental Responsibility Law were avail­
able only to the party whose property was damaged and "bh,u~ the 
municipality could not, on behalf of one of its residents; bring 
an action thereunder. The result is that feY7, if any, individual 
property owners undertake the time and expense of such a proceed­
ing. 

At the same time I indicated that 'other nl~nicipalities had con­
sidered ordinances making parents liable '~o the municipality for 
an ordinance violation if their child or ward was found guilty of 
repeated' acts of vandalism or similar offenses. I enclose here­
with for your consideration a proposed ordinance which creates a 
rebuttable pres\1mption that the acts o.f vandalism performed by a 
child or ward were done with the knoYlledge and consent of the 
parents. in a situation where the parents were on notice that the 
offender had previously been found"guilty of similar acts. 

'j '\\ 
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' .. ' PEDERSEN & HOUPT 

~myor and Board of T~~stees 
Page 2 
September 29, 1975 

As you can see r the ordinance allows the parent to shotV' in court 
that the acts performed ,.,ere without his consent or knowledge. 
The notice provision provided in the ordinance is included to 
mruce certain that the parent is aware of the initial offense 
coromi tted by his child or "lard •.. 

At a minimum, this ordinance should have the effect of alerting 
'parents when their child has been involved in an act of vandalism 
and to enable the Village to act in repeated offender situation.s. 
By enabling the Village to issue citations for violations of 
this ordinance, I believe that the Villaqe will also have an 
effective tool for increasing community awareness of this problem. . '. 

Very truly yours, . 

~-T!i!~ f. IL- 1 
Vi<. STUCKO ~~~ 

" JKS:vlt 
Ene. 
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Y; rJ.N~L REPORr OF, THE HAYOR I S AD HOC COHM!T'l'E? 
TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM OF VANDALISM 

Introduction . . 

In a letter to the Board of Trustees of the Village of 

Deerfield dated August 1, 197~·) Mayor Bernard rorres~ stated 

reasons for appointing an ad hoc committee "to discover means 

for coping more adequately \.,ith the vandalism problem. IV 

~irst) the Mayor set forth the need fo~ this action. 

"The level of acts, of vandalism has sho.\.;n a dramatic increase 

in Deerfield and in other sub~rban communities during recent 

'months. NeH approaches must be, tak~n to combat this problem. 

Not only is the economic loss far too great, bGt of greater 

importance is the attitude of our young peo.ple'towal"'ld society 

and hOH they relate to it. Antisocial acts today that are 

not remedied may lead to serious beha~ior problems when the 

offending individual becomes an adult." 

Following this statement of need, Mayor Forrest defined 
\ 

the goal the committee should endeavO:(l to achieve. liThe 
, 

purpose of thi~ ad hoc committee is to examine all facets o,f 

the vandalism problem w~ th tl),e. goal of recommending. to the 

Hayor and Board of Trustees an ap]?roac.h. - or combination. of 

.approaches - that have reduced or offer the promise of reducing 

the incidence of acts of vandalism committed in the community." 

. In response to this commission) the Mayor r s 'Ad Hoc Com­

~~tee~submits this l~par.t~. 
• 

I,; 

I 
I 

" I 
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: . . . . The Problem 

Vandalism is related to criminal destruction of property. 

The Illinois Uilifol"'m Crime Reports 'defines c'riminal dama6e to 

property and states the penalties for it as follows: 

tI~'fuoever commits any of the following acts shall be fined 

not to exceed $500.00 or imprisoned in a penal instiiution 

other than the penitentiary not to exceed one year, or both 

01:' for the commission of any 'act enumerated in subsection (a) 

or (f) vlhen the. damage to property exceeds $150 may be 
I 

imprisoned in the penitentiary for not mope than five years or 

both fined and imprisoned: 

a) Knowingly damages any property of another without any 

consent; or 

b) Recklessly by means of fire or explosive damages pro­

perty of another; or 

c) Knowingly starts a fire on the land of another with-

out his consent; or 

d) Knowingly injures a domestic animal of another without 

his consent; or 

e) Know~ngly deposits on the land or in the building ~f 

.' another, without his consent, any stink boTnb or any 

offensive smelling compound'and thereby intends to 

interfere with the ,use by another of the 'land or 
I • • • 

building. 

f) Damages any property, other than property described in 

,Subsection 20-1 (3») with intent to defraud an insurer." 
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FoX' the purposes of this report, vandal;i.sm is consider.ad 

to be the cooonission of acts by an individual or-a g~oup df 

individuals in Y1hich the property of anotherr person is Hillfully 
. . 

,destroyed or damaged. 

It is net possible to accurately ascertain the magnitude 
, . 

of the vandalism problem in our community, for many acts of 

vandalism are not l"leported to the police. Consequently, the 

fol10i·ling statistics merely indicate the degree of such activity. 

The statistics contained in this report w.ere pl;'ovided by the 

Deerfield Police Department, ~he Park District, school dis­

tricts, etc. 

. In 1974 the reported dollar value of property destroyed or 

damaged in the Village of Deerfield totaled $81,000. 

A very disturbing factor is that vandalism is on the rise. 

· . Reported incidents of vandalism in Deerfield reflect a 33% 

increase in 1974 over those reported i~ 1973. 

Last year (1974) the Deerfield police appreh.ended per-
. ' sons responsible for 25% of the vandalism. Of course no one 

is satisfied with this 25% kigure, but the apprehension rate 

in Deerfield compares favorably with the 3% rate in Northbl"look 

and the national average of 10%. 
• 

It is' the opinion of the members of t~e committee that 

enforcement efforts haven't been successful in reducing the , 
incidence of acts of vandalism. 

,·n1ere and \\T}jen Acts of Vandalism Occur 

The geographical area in which acts of vandalism occur ~s 

. indeed broad. It includes virtually the entire Village. 

. J 
I 

I 



, ! 

.. ~ .. , 
. /' 

" Of the various types of vandalism reported, ~cts again~t 
. 

p~ivate residerices is the most prevalent. Sigh vandalism 
" 

qualifies for second place on the list. This is follmved ?y 
acts of vandalism directed at school ~r~perty which in turn is 

closely follow'ed by damage to au.tomobiles lo~ated in parking 

lots. Vandalism in places of business and in parks rate f~fth 

and sixth. Constl:'uction sites, chain stores and 'churches 

tie for seventh place • . 
An int8resting fact that came to iight in the study is 

that most of the acts of vanda,li,sm dil"ec:ted at private resi­

dences are cowni tt ed by youth",? who live within. an area of a 

few blocks of the place where the act is commi ttE:d. Also , it. 

is generally true that the vandal's peers know who corr~itted 

the act. Part of the lIfun ll is derived from peer recog~ition. 

It S8ems that acts of vandalism are, for the most part, 
, 

spontaneous. Due to its 'spontaneous nature, such an act may 

occur anytime. Ho~vever, most acts are ~ommi tted during the 

evening hours. Generally the person committing the act is 

in the presence of one or more companions. 

Profile of a Vandal . .. 
t 

The findings of the committee indicate that it is impossible 

to ident~fy the potential 'vandal. However, it does appear that 
\ 

certain characteristics are shared by many vandals apprehended 

by the Deerfield police. 
. 

a) The vandal is betNeen 11 and 17 years'of age. Ninety-five 
p 

percent of the vandals apprehended were less than 16 years 

of 'age. 
" 

, 
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b) He, or she~ is usually part of a group wh~n an act of 

. . 
vandalism is committed. 

c) '111G vandCll is often al! average student. 

d) The vandal is usually a cigarette smoker. 

e) rrhe vandal seldom is a perspn ~..,ho 
. )mO\vn "rah"--one 1S as a 

~'lho enthusiastically participates in school extracurricular 

activities. 

f) The vandal is sometimes under the influence of drugs and/or 

alcohol • 

. g) The vandal usually lives in -Close proximity to the place 

~1ere the vandalism occurred. 

tfuat Motivates Acts of Vandalism 

Officer Larry Kick, of the Deerfield Police Department, 

~poke to approximately l2bo fourth, fifth and sixth graders in 

Deerfield elementary schools. Officer Kick asked the youngsters 

why acts of vandalism are committed. The reasons given are 

listed below. 

a) mey like the sound o~ breaking glass. 

b) They are mad at som,eone or 'something. 

c) They are showing off or trying to impress their friends • . ' 
d) In response to a dare by their peers. 

e) They .are bored and have nothing else to do. 
\ 

. . 

f) They are jealous of their friend~ or neighbor~ possessions. 

g) 'They like to hurt or de~(troy things. 
,I 

.h' 
h) They would vandalize a person 'who was mean or who disliked , 

youths, or someone who was unfriendlY to them. 

(The most common anSVlers were a) through e). 
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Formc~ Youth Officcr Downar and Youth Direc~or Crcightori also 

compiled a list of reasor:s \vhy acts of ~andalism occur. This lis'c 

is based on extensive interviews ~ith various male and female 

vandals--both recen~ and prior offenders. 

A. Vandalism of public properti 
i 
t 

1. Al1gel'"' due to a recent dispute in school. 

20 A:ttention - "showing off" to peer groupo 

3. Revenge - overt action against "establishment". 

(Nhen school 'property is 'involved) the vandal mayor may 

not attend the particular schdol that is vandalized.) 

Bo Vandalism of private property 

1. Revenge - overt act against "establishment u • 

. . -2" . dislike of neighbors (neighborhood disputes). Revenge 

3. Jealousy of another's personal property. (Usually 
. 

directed towards another juvenile.) 

4. Anger at parents . 

. 5. AttentioI;l - shmving off to peer group . 

. , 
Vandalism as a Police Matter 

filien a vandalism occurs and the vandal is found guilty in 

a court of law, if the dollar loss is $150 or less, t~e maxi­

mum penalty is one year\ in jail and a $1,000 fine. If the 

. do~1ar loss is greater than $150, the penalty is 1 to 3 years 

in a penitentiary and a fine uP,~o $10,000. 

These ~ena1ties apply to persons over 16 years of age. 

Violators 16 and under are usually handled through. the juvenile 

system. In this community, most vandals are juveniles and are 

, .. 
- . 

" 
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handled by "station adjustment" in Nhich the offender is 

released to his par~nts without a court appearance. 

A parent resporisibi1ity act was enacted in 1969 which 

makes a parent lia~le for damage up to $500 that is caused by 

his child. A new bill is pending that would increase this to 

$,1,000. 
. . 

The penalty prescl~ib(1d by the Parent Responsibility Act 
• 

is seldom imposed. This is because it must be established in 
~ 

oout't that the parent knew the tortious act of his child "\<las 

t'1:l.1lftll and Hanton. II 

· LBke Forest is attempting to make it easier to enforce 

. .. 

the provisions of the lah'. An ot'dinance w'~.s recently under con· .. 

· sideration which specifies that "no parent or guardian of a mihot' 
. 

under the age of 18 sh~ll .knowing1y permit the minor to violate 

any provisions of this chapter." \vhen a minor is convicted of 

a misdemeanor under the city code the parents are to be given 
• 

written notification. Then, if within 60 days the minor com-

·mits the same misdemeanor, "it shull be presumed in the absence 

of evidence to the contrary, that the minor did so with the 

knowledge and permission of his parent or guardian." . The 
• 

parent therefore could be charged and fined for knowingly 
\. 

permitting the child's misdemeanor. 

It is difficult for a victim of an act of vandalism per­

pett'ated by a juvetd1e to recover incurred losses. 'this is 
• . 

because. the name of the offender is not released.' vilien the 

vandal has been declared .guil ty in'j uvenile coUrt ,';the victim 

'. 

.j 

()" 
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must petition the juvenile judge for the release ~f ~he v~ndal~s 

name. Hhen a "station adjustment" occurs the victim has no 

recouX'se. 

In regards to vandalism, the primary role of the police 

is to protect propert~ and to apprehend the vandal, or vandals, 

~len'~uch property is damaged or destroyed. In order to com­

bat vandalism, the Deerfield Police Depa~tment is cuX'rently 

employing general preventive patrQl, a sp~cial motorcycle 
I ~ 

patrol, bicycle patrol, vehicle and foot patrol, selected 

,surveillance and aggressive follow-up 'investigation. 

As has already been stated in this report, the Deerfield 

police have apprehended pers6ns responsible for 25% of the 

.l:',epor'ted vandalism. This apprehension rate is very high when 

compal:"ed to that of other communities. 

It is generally felt by members of the committee that the 

Deerf~eld police have been sensitive to the problems and needs 

9f the youngsters apPT'ehended. Hhenever possible, station 

adjustments are made, and disturbed youngsters are referred 

to vario~s agencies which provide counseling and social servi~es. 

TIle courts are utilized only when a seT'ious felony is involved 

or in cases where no other resources' are 'available. 

" 

,I 

.. , 
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.of " ,... • • , ",., OBSERVI\TIONS to, " 

The Village must endeavor to develop a stronger sense of responsi-
-. • ... u • 

b 11"i ty c!.In 0 11 9 a 11 : c'i t i zen s • 
.' 

It is the opinion of the members Qf the Vandalism Committee that 
. , 

youngsters are not held responsible to a sufficient degree for their anti-

social acts. The' citizenry. must communicate the idea that "it has had 

it ff with vandals, and that acts of vandalism will no longer be tolerated. 

The~e must be some demonstration of the fact that the community means 

business. Youngsters who vandalize must accept responsibility for theii . , 
acts .. . . '. 

Often it appears that parents are punished for their children's mis­

deeds. The only penalty imposed (often there is no penalty) consists of 

the parents of the vandal making financial restitution for damages in­

curred. There are occasions when "angry" youngsters who vandalize enjoy 

seeing thei~ parents punished for his anti-social behavior. The vandal 

himself needs to suffer the consequences of his act. 
, .' 

. '. 

·'The members of the commit~ee are also of the opinion that a major 

factor in the problem of vandalism is a combination of parental indif-. . . 

ference and parental overprotectiveness. The indifference is manifested . . 
before the act, and the .overprotectiveness comes to the fore after the 

, 

" 

act is committad. 
,\ 

Actual cases have demonstrated the fact tffat when parents 

are genuinely concerned over an act of vandalism committed by hi~ child, 

and then refuses to excuse such behavio~, the child seldom commits"a . 
Second offense. 
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The 1~ e i san e e d for the corn m u nit y at 1 a Y' get 0 a c c: e pta . 9 1" eat e r de": 
" 

grcie of responsibi~ity. Often a person will witness an ~ct of vandalism 

and do nothing about it because he doesn't wish to become involved. 
" 

In many instances, adults seem ver'Y hesitant to report suspicious be­

havior to the police. In order to pr~duce a social climate which dis­

courages acts of vandalism, the citizens must take steps which deter 

$,uch acts. 

. " 
, An effective response to Deerfield's vandalism problem has been 

c; 

police surveillance and patrol. Such ~urveil1ance and patrol should 

be incr'easedwhenever feasible. Bicy~le and foot patrol are often far 

more effectJve than the use of squad cars. Other types of surveillance 

by home owners, organized for this purpose, has reduced the incidence 

Of vandalism in some communities. When the home owners see something 

suspicious, they call the police who in turn take appropriate action. 

Be~ause of the extremely low recidivism rate ~f apprehended vandals, 
. 

the enforcement approach has considerable merit. 

The V~ndalism Committee recognizes that situations exist in 0hich 

,parents can't cope with t~eir child's delinquent behavior. We are· 

fortunate to live,fn a community where help and support for disturbed 

youngsters and troubled families e~ist. Jhe committee has been pleased 

to discover that the village youth worker and the police utilize the 

resources provi~ed by the many social service agencies. 

i~~ ego ali n . com bat i n 9 van d ali s m m u s tin c 1 u d e h e 1 pin 9 the you n 9 s t e r 

who vandaJizes to live ~ normal, happy ltfe. Utilimately, the approach 

tot his pro b 1 em m u s t,h e cor r e c t i v era the r t han Dun i t i VEl _ P II n ; +; \I 0 
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In e a sur e S 5 11 0 u 1 d be' t a Ie e n a sal as t res 0 r t» and eve nth e n- the y m u s t be 
, . 

viewed as part of the effort to rehabilitate the offe~de~. 
, " 

,The reported dollar value of prop~rty destroyed or damaged in the 

Village of Deerfield in 1974 ~otaled $81,000. Since many acts of van-.. 
dalism are not reported, we may conservatively assume that dollar loss 

is in excess of $100,000. This amount of money, if channeled construct­

ively, could purchase many services that would benefit our town. 
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RECOI~1'1 EN DAT IONS , ". . " 

t" EDUCATION .... " 

. 
It is the opinion of the co~mittee members that a communi~y wide 

education program may be the most effective way of combating the~ising, 

rate of vandalism. In Wauwatosa, Wis~~ such a program proved extremely. 

effective in reducing tfie amount of vandalism. 

pnrt is information about that effort • 

Enclosed with this re-
. , ' 

.. The goal of an educational program \%uld be to make the citizenry 

m~re aware of the problem,and to crea~e a climate in our community which 

would contribute to the discouragemen~ of such destructive acts. Hope­

ful1y~ concerned parents ~'lould supervise their chi'ldren more closely, 

citizens would cease being uninvolved spectators when vandalism is sus­

pected, and children and young people would come to re~lize the sense­

waste created by acts of vandalism. 

Perhaps persons involved ,in professions such as advertising and public 

relations, and who reside in Deerfiel~, would contribute their skills 

to de vel 0 pin gap r 0 g ram. V a rio usc i v,i c g r 0 tl P san d c 1 u b s C 0 U 1 d b e 

appr'oached about helping fund such an effort. Also, the committee, felt 

that it would be advisable to secure the services of a professional social 

scientist who would assist in the ~efinition of goals and provide insight' 

into how human behavior is modified. 

Somehow, every person who resides in Deerfield should be made aware 

of the seriousness of the problem. Furthermore, every\p~rson must be 
. 

made to realize his own responsibility to do whatever he can to eliminate 

this problem. 
0_ 
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XL, THE ESTABLISHNENT OF A 'YOUTH JURY I) , 

. 
The members of ,the committee recommend that a youth jury be created • 

. 
Prior to taking this step, however, it would be advisable to evaluate 

the effectiveness of the youth jury that existed in Deerfield several 

yeat"S ago. The committee had very little information about that earlier 

cffqrt. 
" 

III. INCREASE POLICE SURVEILLANCE AND PATROL WHENEVER POSSIBLE 

Police surveillance and patrol has been an effective tadl for com­

b a tin 9 van d ali s min the pas t (s e e the ~I 0 b s e r vat ion s II sec t ion 0 f t his 

report), and it was felt that we can't have too much of a good thing. 

. 

In \"'egards to police activity, the individual members of the police' . 
. . 

department must be educated to take citizens' complaints and reports , . . ... 

. of vandalism seriously. Wheri citizens, acting out of a sense of respon­

sjbility, attempt to be helpful by reporting acts by which property is 

destro~~d, indifference by th~ police destroys the kind of community 
\" . 

spirit that is ~eeded to combat the problem • 

. 
IV. PASS A LOCAL ORDINANCE . ' 

. . 
The committee also r'ecommends that a local ordinance be. passed that 

will duplicate the state statutes that apply to this form of. antisocial 

behavior. The committee members1~eel that the enactment' of suchan 
I 

.' fll 

ordinance wi~l.help,make parents aware of their responsibility for acts 

committed by their children, and it would further demonstrate that the 
o 

. 
Village will not tolerate the senieless destruction of property. 

' .. 



TO ~ Newspapers 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
VILLAGE OF DEERFIELD 

fROM: Village Manager's Office 

DATE: Novembe'i.:' 6, 1975 

SUBJECT: DESTRUCTION AT SCHOOLS . 

~/J 'l-a R rhA"T"'1 () tV 

'I Lf·-~ ~ -I \ 

After our discussion regarding the printing of dollar amounts of 
vandalism costs in a box s:core type presentation, Chief Brandt 
(who agrees that this might be helpful in resolving this problem) 
suggested that you might use the following material: 

Since January 1st, through October 31st of this year, vandalism to 
schools in District #110 has amounted to $3,727.00. ALL of this 
comes directly from the taxpayer's pocket. It costs $1,456.75 to 
educate one child for one year in District #110. SO, the taxpayer's 
,of District #110 could have educated 2.56 students for one year 
had they not had to pay for broken windows 13.nd the like 0 

Note: As you will see from the attached report, this figUre of 
$3,727.00 does not include burglaries. e 0 a the one on October 10th 

cost the taxpayer's $2,219.81. So now the total vandalism and 
burglary costs would have educated a little over 4 children for a year. 

NOW FOR DISTRICT #109: Total vandalism was $2,457.00. Cost 
per child is $1,467.22 •• 0 o.this is just a little. less than 2 students 
education for one year. Now we add the $354 shown for burglaries 
to taxpayer's property only, and we are up to $2,811.0000" • and that is 
about2 stude.nts' yearly costo 

ERGO: Had we not had the vandalism and school burglaries, we could 
have educated an' additional SIX children for a whole year, at no 
increased cost to the taxpayers. e •• 0 better to spend it this way than 
on replacing windows, and so forth!!!!! 

You will notice that we haven!t included District #113 in this reporto 
This is only grammar schools •••• supported by the residents of the 
Village. 
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11/5/75 

SCHOOL DISTRICT #110: TAXPAYERS' EXPENSE 

Cost per pJ.pil annual education: 

Vandalism and burglary costs: 

$1,456.75 x 4 = $5,827.00 

5,946.81 

SCHOOL DISTRICT #109: TAXPAYERS'EXPENSE 

Cost per pupil annual education 

Vandalism and burglary costs: 

$1,467.22 x 2 = $2,934.44 

2,811000 

TOTAL VANDALISM AND BURGLARY (for 10 months of 1975) == $8,757.81 

TOTAL COST TO EDUCATE SIX STUDENTS for one year = $8,761044 

/1 
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I'. § : DESTRUC'I'lON DURING WEEK OF 10/27/75 to 11/2/75 § 
§ Pr(]jlllred by th(l DC!I?rfield Police D(]partment § 

_~=:=-_ Window at Jewett Park Fieldhouse .. ' .•• ,' ... : .•.. , ..•... : $ 20.00 =_i===_ 
Damage to new ('onslructioll .......•...•....••......... 900.00 
Street signs stolcn throughout Village •••.•••••.•.••••• ' ••. 205.00 
Window brolmn by BB gun ......•..•....•••••....••• __ . 100.00 

. § Damage to new ronstrurtion .. ;. _ •.......•.. , ...••..•. , 100.00 § 
E Batte'!")' stolen froID parked car ........ ; .•.•.. " .......... 25.00*' § 
§ Window dnmalwd by unknown object ........•....•....... 50.00 § 
§ Home il\\'adC'd, l'ggs thrown around inside the home ...•...... 25.00* § 
§ Front Yllrd driveway Jight broken .... ,' .•.•. , , ....•..•..... 25.00* § 
§ Fence broken ...... , ............................... ,... 50.00 § " 
§ Windows broken al conslruction site ...•.•....•. ~ ....•.... 50.00* § 
;_~== Damage to railrcx1d properly, using hammer .....•...•....... 25.00 ===;_ 

THIS WEEK'S 'l'OTAL ESTIMA'fED* COST 
~ '1'0 'fAXPAYERS AND !lOMEOWNERS .....•..•...•.•. $1,575.00 ~ 

.~ .. Village fed up ~ 
I With increa§ing i 
§ § 

I action hy."vBumdals I 
~_=_ Hammers and matches, smashed Nov. 3, valued at $70 _~=~ 

pellet guns and eggs are the on Wood Vale road. On Nov. 1 
§ weapons of Deerfield vandals a wrought, iron chair, valued =_= -

- these days, and the village at $60 was smashed in front of 

=~ leadership, residents and the chair owners home and a ,_:_~ 
police are fed up with it. love-seat valued at $100 Was 

=: In an effort to curb van- stolen. $202 worth of windows == 

_s=~ dalism, VilI. Mgr. Norris were vandalized at Kipling ~_~= 
Stilphen has decided to school. On Oct. 30 an ignition 

= publish n weekly "destruction switch was pried off a vehicle ::: 
~ list," prepared by the in the 100 block of Somerset ~ 
== Deerfield police department. on Oct. 28, in what appeared == 

== This week's total estimated to be an attempted theft. == 

-__ =~_;; cost to taxpayers and The $900 construction site =_=;== 

homeowners is over $1,500. vandalism sounds almost like 
== Halloween, although noLed for sabotage. Chesterfietd :3 
= ,vandalism and pranks, merely builders owner Herbert; = 
§ added to a high weekly Katzman's house at 805 is 
-_~, vandalism count. Brand In. Vandals entered the _~_;. I 

Deerfield vandals com- residence and broke a sump 
§ 'miLLed Lhe following acts, pump, snapped several copper § 

_=~_ between Oct. 27 and Nov. 2: connecting tubes, turned on -_=~== 
the water and left it running, 

- -Broke windows at the and burned the plastic covers 

=~ . Jewett Park fieldhouse, worth of a number of pipes. A neigh- =~ 
$20:bor woman heard all Lhe noise, 

§ '-Used hammers and but thought t.he' carpenters § 
§ matches to destroy $900 were working all the house. § 
'§ worth of building materials at Police officers explain that § 
- a new construction sitei the best defense against the 
§ ,-Stol~ street siGlls valued growing vandalism ,offens~is' § 
~_= at $205 within the~om- public awareness and §= __ _ 

munity' cooperation. If you spot a 
§ -SI~ashed a $100 window suspicious action taking § 
§ ___ , with a BB f:,TUn; place, call the police, get a ~_= 
-- -Stole one car batteryi license number and see if you -, 
§ - Invaded a home, threw can identify the individuals. A § 
_~_=== eg¥ds aroudlldfl dinside the second sug

l 
gesti~n iSdto kleeP

k 
__ =§--

res I (Jnce an e; yOUi'" own lOuse ill or eri oc 
= '-Broke miscellaneous the garage, put the cars and = 
== lights, windows and fences; bikes away, keep outside :: 
~_: and smashed five railroad lights on. ~ 
= switch locks south of the Village property is also = 
====_- Dcedrfield kdepot, loc:ks that are vandalized. Pdolice suggest ;_== 

use to. eep trmns on the that if a resi ent sees kids 
= right tracks. playing with village equip: = 
§ D(,'crfield's police blotter metn, signs, barricades, etc. §, 
~==_ this week loolts like a vnndal's Lhey should quickly call ~=_= 

manual. Another window was police.' 
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ORDINANCE l~O. O .... 75! ... 55· 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAP'I'ER 28 OF 
TUB MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF DEERFIELD 

WHEREAS, the corporate authorities have become, aware of increased incidence 
of acts of vanclalb;m and similar offenses by juveniles; and 

WHEREAS, the corporai:.e authorities recognize the need to provide the means 
of eliminating this problem in order'to insure the safety of the property and 
residents of the Vil~age of Deerfield; and 

WHEREAS, the corporate authorities believe that increased parental 
responsibility for actions 6f their children is essential for the effective 
control and elimination of the juvenile offenses referenced above, 

NOW I THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY ~ PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE VILLAGE OF DEERFIELD, LAKE ~ND COOK COUNTIES, ILLINOIS, AS FOtLOWS: 

SECTION 
ONE: 

That Chapter 28 of the Municipal Code of the Village 
of Deerfield of 1963, as amended, be and is hereby 
further amended by add~ng a new Section '28.135, as 

follows: 

"28.135 Parental Responsibility.} 

(1) Definit~ons. As used in 'Chis Ordinance, unless'the context 
otherwise requires, the terms specified have the meanings 
ascribed to them. 

(2) 

(a) 

(b) 

"Legal Guardian" means a person appointed, gUardian, 
or given dustody, of a minor by a Circuit Court of 
the State, but dOes not include a person appointed 
guardian, or given custody of a minor under the 

. Jl.lvenile Court Act. 

"Minor'! means a person who is above the age of 11 
years, but not yet 19 years of age. 

The parent or legal guardian of an unemancipated minor residing 
with such parent or legal guardian shall be presumed, in the . 
absence of evidence to the contrary, to have failed to exercise 
proper parental responsibility and said minor shall be deemed 
to have committed the acts described below Witil the knowl~dge 
and permission of the parent or guardian, in' violation of 'this 
O~diriance, upon the Odcurrence ~f the events described in (a), 
(b) and (c) below: 

(a) an unemancipated minor residing with said parent or 
~egal. g'Uardian s'hall either be' adjudicated to be in 
violation of any ordinance v law or statute pro­
hibitipg wilful and malicious acts caus~ng injury 

I 
\\;1 

" 

I' 



"t.o a persoll or property t or shall have incurred 
non-judicial sanctions from another official agency 
resul'ting f"rom an admission of guilt of v.iolation of 
any ordinance, law or statute prohibiting wilful and 
malicious acts causing injury to a person or propert.y; 
and 

(b) said parent or ~egal guardian shall have received 
a written notice thereof, either by certified or re­
gistered mail, return receipt requested, or by personal 
service, with a certificate of personal service returned, 
from the Police Department of the Village of Deerfield 
following said adjudication or non-judicial sanction1 
and 

(c) if at any time within one (1) year following receipt 
of the notice Get forth in (b) above, said minor is 
either adjudicat~d to be in violation of any ordinance, 
law or statute as described in (a) abo~e, or shall have 
incurred non-judicial sanctions from another official 
agency resulting £rom an admission of guilt of violatton 
of any ordinance, law or statute as des~ribed in (a) 
above. 

(3) Any person convicted of any violation of the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall be fined not less than twenty-fi~e ($25) dollars, 
nor more than five hundred ($500) dollars for ea.ch offense • 

SECTION 
TWO: 

.. 
That all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflic~ 
herewith are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby 
repealed. 

. SECTION 
THREE: 

That the Village Clerk is hereby directed to publish 
this Ordinance in pamphlet form. 

SECTION 
~: 

That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect 
from and after its pass,age, approval and publication as 
provided by law. 

AYES: 
NAYS: 

Gavin, Marty, Seidman, Stiehr, Swanson 
None (0) 

(5) 

ABSENT: Blumenthal (1) 

PASSED this 17th day of November 
--~~~~~----

A.D., 1975. 

APPROVED this 17th day of 

NOV~t,~~~, 
LLAGE PRESIDENT 

ATTEST: 

VILLAGE CLERK 



ORDINANCE NO. 0-75-58 

AN ORDINANCB :&MENDING CHAPTER 28 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
OE' DEERFIELD 

BE IT ORDAINE}) BY THE PRESIDEN'l' AND Bmi.RD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF 
DEERFIELD, LAKE AND COOK COUNTIES, ILLINOIS, AS FOLLOWS: 

AYES: 
NAYS: 

SEeTIO,N 
ONE~ 

"28.13.,6 

That Chapter 28 o:E the Municipal Code of the Village of 
Deerfield of 1963, as amended, be and the same is hereby 
further amended by addi,ng a new sectioh 28.136 as follows: 

Injuring or Destroying property.) 

It shall be unlawful for any person to wilfull,y, maliciously or 
:negligently break, deface, j,njure or destroy any property within 
the Village of Deerfield, whether such property is owned by the 
state, county, village or an~ other govermnenta.l body! or owned 
by any private pars'on." . 

SECTION 
TWO: 

SBC'l'ION 
THREE: 

That the Village Clerk is hereby directed to publi~h this 
Ordinance in. pamphlet form. 

'rhat this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect :trom 
and after its passage" ~ approval/ aF3 provided by law. 

and publication 

Blumenthal, Gavin, Marty, Seidman, Stiehr 
None (0) 

(5) 

ABSENT; S~Ij'a.nson 0.) 

PASSED this 1st day of --Dr·.~ember . ___ A.D. t 1975. 

APPROVED this 1st day of _--LlD,I;Oel..c.s;;oemM.<lu},;;.e ..... r ____ A. D., 1975 ~ 

ATTEST: 

VILLAGE CLERK 
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ORDINANCE NO. 0-76- 14 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER.' 28 01.' 
THE IruNICIPAL' CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF DEERFIELD 

iVHEREAS, the corporate authorities have become aware of the widespread 
illegal use of cannabis within the Vill,age of Deerfielq; and 

rrffiEREAS, the corporate authorities rec.ognize the need to provide an 
effective means of controlling said il~egal use of'cannabis within the Village 
of Deerfield; and 

WHEREAS, the corporate authorities believe that the adoption of ( '~cal 

regulation governing said illegal use of cannabis is essential for tht 'fec­
tive control and elimination of the said offense, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE VILLAGE OF DEERFIELD, LAKE AND COOK COUNTIES, ILLINOIS, AS FOLLOWS: 

s ECrr ON 
ONE: 

follows: 

"28.137 

, 
. . 
"I'hat Chapter 28 of the Municip?-l Code of the Village 
of Deerfield of 1963, as amended, be and is hereby 
further amended by adding a new Section 28.1.37, as 

Possession of Cannabis.) 

(1) Cannabis Defined: "cannabis" includes marihuana, hash.i13p. 
and other substances which are identified as including any pa~t~ 
of the plant Cannabis Sativa, whethe~ growing or not; the set~¥ 
thereof, the resin extracted from any part of such plant; ar • ..l 
anY9onipound, manufacture, sa.lt, derivative, mixture, or prepara­
tion of such plant, its seeds, or resin, including tetrahydrocan-

,nabinol (THC) anc;i all other cannabinol gerivatives, including its 
naturally occurri.ng or synthetically produced ingredients, whether 

'produced directly or indirectly by extraction, or independently 
by means of chemical synthesis or by a combination of extraction 
and chemical synthesis; but shall not include the mature stalks 

II, of' such plant, fiber produced from. such stiilks, oil or cake rna9,e 
from the seeds of such plant, any other compound, manufactl~e, 

i.~ f.':alt, derivative, mixture, or preparation ()f such mature stalks 
(except ~1e resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil cake, or the 
steril~zed seed of such plant which is incapable of germination. 

(2) Violation: It shall be a violation of this ordir-:ance for any 
person kn9wingly to possess any quantity of. any substance containing 
cannabis, except that the effect of this ordinance shall be limited 
to persons knowningly possessing less tharl 30 grams of any substance 
containing cannabis. 

(3) Penalty: Any person convicted of any violation of the provisions 
of this ordinance shall be fined not m.o.r.e than five hundred ($501) 
uC?llar,s, ~or .each offense. II 
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SECTION 
TWO: 

SECTION ---THREE; 

'1 

~ 

'1 

.J 

That all ordinances and parts of ordinances in confJi~t 
herewith are, to the extent of such conflict: hereby 
repealed. .-
That the Village Clerk is hereby directed 'to pUblish 
this ordinance in pamphlet form. 

That ~is ordinance shall be in full force and effect 
from and after its passage, approv~l and pu?lication as 
provided by law. 

AYES: Marty, Seidman, Stiehr, Swanson (4) 
NAYS: Blumentha1 1 Gavin .(2) 
ABSENT: Nune (0) 

PASS:BD this 1st day of _·...,-_M_a_r_c_h _____ A •. D., 1976. 

APPROVED this 5 th day of March A.D., 1976~ 

ATTEST: 

VILLAGE CLERK 
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ILLINOIS 
DEERFIElD, ILLINOIS 60015 

BERNARD FORREST, MAYOR June 17,1976 

From the interest generated by the adoption of Deerfield's 
vandalism ordinance, it is quite evident that we have a 
common problem to which we all seek a solution. Our staff 
has received many requests for copies of our vandalism and 
marijuana ordinances and these have been sent out. While 
the adoption. of. this o.rdinance is proving somewhat effective 
in reducing the incidence of vandalism, it is my opinion that 
we must approach this problem in other ways if we are to 
achieve .. the .,goa~ of eliminating vandali~m •. 

Vandalism knows no boundaries. Vle believe that if all 
communities become totally ~nvolved in a concerted effort, 
we can dramatically reduce vandalism. For that reason, 
I am enclosing a copy of our recommendations in this respect 0 

We find that the neighborhood meetings, for exa.mple, are 
a great tool in educational efforts. 

The Village of Deerfield would welcome your suggestions, 
also, as we feel strongly that our communities must work" 
together to find answers to this serious problem which con­
fronts all of us. 

. . 

incerely, ' 

~,\.r~y 
ERNARD FORREST 

Mayor 

~. 

, . 
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DEPARTMENT OF POLICE 

RICHARD C. BRANDT, Chief .' 

We would like to thank you for your inquiry about the Deerfield Plan. 
The material enclosed should give you a clear idea of the components 
of our program. Although we feel that our success in reducing youth 
crime is related to our program, no study has been made to make a 
positive correlation. However, the following statistics show that a 
great deal of progress has been made. 

Re~orted Incidents 1975 1976 % Decline 

Theft Under $150.00 756 484 36% 
Vandalism 623 382 39% 
Bicycle Theft 408 211 49% 

The fo'll owi ng programs are included in the Deerfield Plan: 

A. Youthbound -' This is an outdoor stress challenge youth diversion 
program including canoeing, rock climbing, and rappelling. 

'Police officers participate in the prQ,qr/l,)l1 so as to provide 
better understand i ng' between the youtY\,,~,)d .the pol ice offi cers. 

B. Youth Jury - This program is designed to have high school 
students sit on a jury to sentence first time offenders of 
minor crimes to community cleanup details. It is voluntary 
for the jurors and offenders. 

C. Local Ordinances - We have established local ordinances which 
deal specifically with vandalism, marijuana, theft and parental 

. responsibility. These ordinances cut down on paperwork, and 
because the case is heard in a local court, it allows the judge 
to deal more effectively with the individual IS needs by provid­
ing more disciplinary options. 

, i._ .. ' , . 
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D. Drop-In-Center - This program provides a place for the dis-­
enchanted youth to meet, plan, and participate in their 
own activities at the same time, working with positive 
adult models. 

E. School Liaison - The Police, Center Workers and Youth Director 
have established excellent give and take communication with 
school social workers, counselors, teachers and dsiciplinarians. 

F. Officer Friendly - This program was developed to generate'a 
positive relationship between police and students in elementary 
schools. Areas that receive attention through the year include: 

1. Bicycle safety 
2. Shoplifting 
3. DI~Ug abuse 
4. Vandalism 
5. Criminal Justice System 

G. Police Reform - The Police Department's structure has been 
modified to place emphasis on youth problems. Police officers 
are more involved in individual cases from beginning to con­
clusion, receiving assistance when required, from the youth 
and detective bureaus. Because 80% of our crime is youth 
related, the size of the youth and detective bureaus were 
increased. This action has facilitated immediate followup 
and disposition of cases. 

In our opinion, the SUccess of the above programs can be attributed 
to an attitude of total cooperation between all the program compon­
ents and their staff in trying to solve an ind'ividual problem. We 
have developed and are continuing to refine a comprehensive response 
to all youth problems in our community. This has allowed us to 
tailor our response to the individual need. 

Sincerely, 

~~7 ~~.~ 
/~Utl.c/' 'I. c5J{itv;~ 
Richard C. Brandt 
Chief of Police 

RCB:jp 



. , Youthbound 

PROGIW-I RATIONALE AND OBJECTIVES 

Essentially, the purpose of the Youth Bound is three-fold:. 

1. create more positivq relations betwe~n police 
and youth of the co;m'llUnity. 

2. Provide opportunities wherein youth of the i 

community can develop a positive self-image. 
. . 

3. Provide un'outlet for physical energy that is 
not now available to many youth of the 
community. 

Th~se objoctives are addressed through a program of challenge 
and adventure in the outdoors where students are forcc;d to cope 
with an unfamiliar environment, test self-imposed limits, devel-
op confidence through success in dealing with challenge and U 

stress, and improve their interpersonal skills through group 
living, decision-making and problem solving. By including offi­
cers from the Deerfield Police Department on trips and other 
activities, stereotypes are challenged and roles are explored in 
depth. The result is greater understanding between officers and 
youth because mutual perceptions are based on real, concrete, 
and posi ti ve experiences wi tIl each other in an environment \·,:he=e 
force of personality and character are the determining factors, 
rather than false assumptions and perceptions gained from quick 
and often antagonistic exchanges across a city street. The bene­
fi ts to both cops and kids, and therefore the conununity are real 
and impressive. 

The level of commitment of the staff of youth Bound (including 
police officers) is impressive, and represents the greatest re­
source of the program. There is no question that the Police 
Department is convinced of the value of the program, and even 
many officers not directly involved in it have realized its bene­
fits. Given the structure of the program and its reliance on 
volunteer support from police officers, it is surprising that the 
prqgram has not suffered from the clash of egos and the recrimin­
ations of hurt feelings. The perspective that Youth Bound is a 
tool used by some and not others and that its use is not a reflec­
tion o£ level of interest or value is a healthy one that should 
be encouraged. 

Youthbound operates year round with a heavy e.11phasis on prep.;aration am 
completion of seven extensive wilderness experiences. These trips last 
from ten days to 'ThU weeks; five of the trips are during .the SLlmmer and 
one each at Christmas and Spring vacations. . 

In addition to the longer trips) and the cornerstone of the program, 
are bi -rronthly trips to Devil' slake, Wisconsin, for instruction in 
technical rock climb.ing, canoeing, skiing, carrrping and other outd:)Qr 
skills. 
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. , . , •• YOO'IH JURy 
. . 

At the present time, Deerfield has a functional Youth Jury consisting 
of twenty-eight high school age youths and two volunteer judges -
Harold Winer~ the Village Prosecutor and Robert Polovin, a Village. 
resident and practicing attorney. 

Prior to formalizing the guidelines for the Youth Jury, Judge Hartel, 
the juvenile court judge and Robert Smith, Slate's Attorney for 
Juvenile Affairs were contacted. Neither 3aw any problem with the 
ptogram as long as it remained voluntary in ndture and as long as 
the built in legal safeguatd was followed. 

The initial program for recruiting volunteers began at the High School. 
Tom Creighton and the Youth Officer spoke to counselors, the student 
council, and a student assembly, explaining the concept' and requesting 
their assistance. A second meeting was held at the Village Hall ex­
plaining the Youth Jury and all of its legal impiications, clarifying 
all questions and making de.::isions on potential problems. 

A third meeting was held at the Village Hall "acting as a dress rehearsal. 
Robert Polovin acted as judge and explained in full, the legal and moral 
ptoblems facing t,he jurors. On October 27,1975 the Youth Jury heard the 
first case. 

Work projects have been solicited from the High School, the Park District, 
the Youth Center worker and the Village Hall. The work tasks are physical 
in nature and all are designed to benefit the entire community. 

• 
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OFFENSE 

Curfew 

Hitchhiking 

Drinking 

Disorderly Conduct 

Vandalism 

TI1eft from Building 

Shoplifting 

DEERFIELD YOU'I1-I J1JRY 

G'uIDELnmS FOR \rGRK HOURS 

Driving ,,,,i thout a License 

Malicious Mischief 

Substitution for or in addition to work hours: 

A. Write a paper on the repol~ted offense. 

B. Spend a day in court ru1d wTite a report on it. 

HOURS 
Minimwn-Hixiltn.nn 

5 15 

5 15 

15 30 

15 3S 
-:) 

15 50 

20 40 
, 

10 20 

15 35 

5 10 
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The Youth Jury Hill h'eat~ cases concerning minor nisdemeanors p 

such a~ minor theft. curfew violations, and minor vandalism. 

ROLE OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

including offenses 

All youth offenders are under the jurisdiction of the Youth Officer. Once 
a youth has been charged with committing an offense, it is the Youth Officer 
who interviews the youth and his parents and decides on the appropriate course 
of action to be taken. 

His decision will be based on the seriousness of the offense, the attitude of 
the youth., the individual's past record and a recomllendation by the arresting 
officer. 

If the case 'is ellgible for the Youth Jury, then the parents and the-offender 
are offered the opportunity to participate in the program. The Youth Jury 

~'" will deal only with first time offenders unless otherwise decided by the 
Youtli Officer. 

HOH THE YOUTH JURY \·:ORKS 

The Jury is an educa~ional tool. It i~ a visible reminder that the offender's 
actions have been destructive in nature, hurting both the community and him­
self. This reminder or warning is strengthened by an appearance in the Court­
room before a Judge and a Jury consisting of the offender's peers. This Jury 
determi nes the penalty to be imposed o~ the offender . 

. pnce hn offender and his parents have decided th~t they will participate in 
the program, a court date will be established. 

On.,that date the Youth Offi cer \'Ii 11 present the facts of the case to the . 
Judge"~rid the Jury. The offender is then given the opportunity to present 
extenua-Eing or mitigating evidence. The Jury \'Ii11 then retire to the Jury 
'chambers with the offender. In closed session, the Jury questions the offender 
concerning his reasons for,his actions. 

After the offender returns to the Courtroom, the Jury makes a decision on a 
~uitab 1 e \'lork project. The Jury returns to the Courtroom and makes its recom­
mendati?n to the Judge. The Judge then makes any necessary recom~endatio~s or 
changes. 

After the offender completes his work project, the adult in charge of the of- , 
fender v/rites an evaluation of the offender's work and attitude. The offender 
is called back before the jury, then the ev'aluation is revie\'/ed. The Judge asks 
the JUl'Y to give a recomllendation concerning the dispostion of the case. The 
Judge makes the final decisions as to release or more work. 

SERVING ON THE JURY 

Membership in the Deerfield Youth Jury is open to all youth of high school age 
in the Village of Deerfield. Any individual \'lho is interested in becoming a 

~ juror most go through a brief training session involving Court procedure and 
juvenile la\,l. 

Each Jury will consist of ~t least six to eight jurors and three alternates. 
Th~ alternates shall replace any of the jurors in case of absence or if the 
juror wishes to be r~moved from a specific case.for personal reasons. 
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Note: This Juty system is not a juvenile court; it does not pass judgrnent " I 
on youth offenders. It serves as counsel and merely makes recommendations 

. to the Judge. The Judge may accept, alter or reject the jury's recommendation •. 

The Jury's purpose is to serve the area by reducing juvenile delinquency; 
by acquainting youth Hith law ~nd judicial prodecure; and by rehabilitating,' 
youth offenders. The Jury under .Q£ circumstances is to shame or ridicule 
an offender or discuss a case after leaving the court room. 

Recommendations of punishment are in.terms of \'JOrk hours at one of the 
following agenl;;ies: Police and Fire Departments, Community House, Chamber 
of Commerce, Vl~nage.Offices, Park Systems, Schools and other cooperating 
agencies. Also~; monetary restitution and/or a period of probation or dis­
missal may be retrnrunended. 

SUGGESTED COURT PROCEDURE: (Cases for Youth Jury are held in the Village 
board room. Jury members are to be in the 
court by 7:00 p.m. for briefing by the 
Juvenile Officer. Court sessions start at 
7:30 p.m.. Such cases are never to become 

I pal"'t of public recor~.) ... 
... \\ . -... . 

1. Juvenile Officer opens court with folloHing statement: 
UEverybody Rise. Hear Ye! Hear Yel Hear Ye! This Youth Court is' nmol 
called into session with the Honorable Judge __ """ 
presiding. Everybody be seated. No smoking or ta1king, please. 1I 

•. 2~. Juvenil e Offi cer then calls fi rst case (Name of Defendent or Defendents.) 

3. Judge ascertains identity of defendent. 

4. Judge asks parents if they understand that the Youth Jury is not a 
legally constituted court and that this is not a trial to determine. 
gqilt but merely to det~rmine punishment .. (Gu'ilt. has already been 
established.) . 

5. Judge asks J~venile Officer to read, out loud the complaint which 
charges the defendent with the offens~. 

6. Judge asks defendent if he understands the charge. 

• 

7. Judge then reads the penalty for the offense from Statute or o:dinance. 

8. Judge impresses sev~rity of offense on defendent. 

9. Judge asks defendent if there are any mitigating factors. 

10. Judge then turns to Juty and says as follows: . 
"ladi es and Gentl emen of the Jury you have hea rd the offense wi th 
which the def~ndent is charged and the mitigating statements of 
the defendent (if any). I again read to you \'/hat the la\'/ has set 
as the maximum penalty for this offense -- a fine not to exc~ed 0 

. . and commitment to penal institution other than a peniten-
tiary for a term not to exceed one year. 

, ,f) 
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Keeping th(~s~ things in mind, I nOl'l charge you \'IHh the duty 
of determining what punishment should be assigned to the 
defendant. Please retire to the jury room with the defendent 
to make your dQl~berations and when you have finished your 
deliberation) notify the Juvenile Officer so that you may return 
to the Court wi th your \ecolrmendati on. II 

11. After jury questioning, the offender returns to court and is seated 
\'Iith parents \',hile the jll~'y del iberates briefly J..~I?rivaJ~. The 
recommenda ti on is determi ned a nd form recor.l;nendi ng spec ifi c pun i sh­
ment completed. (No adult, police or court official may be present 
during. questioning or deliberation period.) 

12. Jury' returns to Jury Box and offender and Juveni 'I e Offi cel~ return 
to the Bench. 

13. Judge requests jUty's recommendations. 

14. Jury Foreman anSl'JerS and gives Judge compl eted set of forms. 

15. Judge reacts to recommendations; and, if he desires, makes any 
necessary changes, signs form, gives original to offender and 
returns other copies to Jury Foreman. 

16. Offender and parents are reminded of their responsibility to the 
court in carrying out work project and return date for court re­
lease is established. 

11. Offender leaves court. 

18. Jury continues process ~ntil all cases are disposed of. 

COURT PROCEDURE FOR RELEASES: 
, 

1. Juvenile Officer presents the offender(s) and parents and reviews the 
evaluation of offenders work and attitude which was received from 
community agency. 

2. Judge reviews the evaluation and questions offender concerning work 
project. ' 

3. At Judge's discretion, offender is completely released or reassigned. 

4. Offender leaves court. 

. . 

/ 
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Dear Nt. and Mr$. ~ : -------------------
.. ,In an effort to curb the rate of vandalism \oJit.hin the Village of 

Deerf.ield l the Village of Deerfield h'as enacted the attached 

Ordinance (Ordinanco No • . O-75-S'{). This Ordinance subjects 
, ... 

parents of children who have either been adjudicated guilty of 

an act of vandalism, or have incurred non-judicial sanc~lons re~ 

~ulting from suc~ acts, to prosecution for violation of the 

Ordinance should that child commit a $e,?ond act of vandalism 

within the following year. 

On __________________ , 19 __ , 

was charged with violation of Ordinances as a result of -----
vandalous acts committed at property located at 

-----------------------------------• ' Following said arrest, 

received ;t 

as a result of this charge. Pursuant to the provisions of Ordi-

nance No. 0-75- noted above, the Village of Deerfield Police 

Department is required to notify you of this matter. In the 

event that __________________ is ~ither adjudicated 

guilty of a future act of vandalism"or receives non-judicial 

sapctions resulting from cd~~ission of a further act of vandalism 

within one year from th~ da,te hereof, then a citation \'1ill be issued 

to you for violation;~of this ordinance.', 

The purpos'e of this Ordinance is to make parents a\'lare of the 

problems that have arisen with respect to the conduct of their' 

children. We trust that you will take rrtcas~,lres to avoid any 

necessity of the Village proc~,eding under this Ordinance. 

\\ 
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Kindly indicate your receipt of this letter and the attached 

Ordinance No. 0-75-" by signing the copy hereof. 

Very truly yours, 

.. 

" . 
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CEN'rER HORki!11 FOR YOUTH, \. 
, " t '/1 ~ t ' 

I. Basic Purpose 

The Cc;!nter \'iorl(er w; 1'1 functi on vii thi n the V~ 11 ~ge of De3rfi e 1 d for tha 
basic purpose of strengthening, extending, and stimulating pal~tici!Jation 
of adolescent youth in'wholeso~e programs and activities according to the 
individual n~eds of the YOl.lth. TI~G focus of the Center ~tDi'ker' s efforts 
shall be those youth who are unreceptive to or excluded from established 
cpmmunity pl'ogt'ams and available agency services. The CElntel~ \'lo)'k~r shnll 
combine awareness of youth needs with creativity of approach such that the 
Worker provides J caliber and type of service related to that of a counselor, 
advisor, consultant, coach, and friand. 

II. D~:script.i~n of Duti~s 

A. To be available to listen to and communicate with young people, 
particularly those who cannot or will not go to the available 
structured programs or agencies, and to guide them toward a better 
understanding of themselves and their problems. 

B. To initiate and help with special programs or groups which might 
arise from the needs or desires of these young people, and which 
would be outside prograills pr2sently offered by the park district, 
or the schools or other agencies. It is understood that SOMe of 
these special programs or groups might be staffed directly by the 
Center Worker. For other specific programs, in cooperation with 
the Villaga Youth Di~ector: he/she will bring in outside persons 
or agencies for lead~rship. 

C. To provide crisis support and referral to young people and to 
parents who may need it. 

De To \'/ork with existing Deerfield youth serving agencies (pol'ice, 
schools, youth director, churches, etc.) and to act as a referral I 

resource for these other agencies. 

E. To d;V'ect youth :0 existing structured progr~ms that miaht 1:e 
appropriate. 

F. Visjt and spend time with families of youth in order to learn 
about family attitudes and conc~~ns. 

G. Inthe initial phase of the Cente:" ~!orker's time on the job 
he/she will become famili~r with the resourcas of the com~unity 
which provid~ services relevant to the needs of youth and will 
establish contact \·:ith civil agencies, c5vic organiZ'&tions, 
chu~ches, and related services. 

H. PrepHrp. and maintain recot'ds and re!)orts as deemed necessary by 
the Village youth Director 10 assist in the evaluation and 
inter~retation of the program. 

, , 
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I. Meet regularly with the Village Youth Director and with the 

Professional Consultant. 

J. Heet regularly with the Advisory Committee and periodically 
assist ~n,interpre~ing the program to various con~unity groups. 

III. Examples of Duties 

A. Counsel youth on a one to one basis. 

B. ,Contact and work with parents of troubled youth when necessary. 

C. Spenk to comm~nity and civic organizntions about yOllr work as it 
relates to the youth problems in the a.rea. ~ . 

O. Become aware of job opportunities for youth in and around 
Deerfield so as to provide work for youth who need this type 
of outl et. --

E. Set up and lead such groups as Transactional Analysis groups 
if appropriate and timely. 

F. Establish special interest groups (camping, photography, ecology, 
etc.) using volunteers or low paid college students to advise 
them. He/she will run some also. 

G. Be available to youth on a drop in basis. Establish your office 
as a place to come for a friend. 

H~Direct those youth who hang on the fringes into existing programs 
and activities. 

l~ During the summer months, spend much of his time being available, 
during evening hours and on weekends. 

" 
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Crime Prevention 

Operation Identification is an antiMburglary program utilizing the 
preventive value of making property identifiable through engraved 
marking and notification stickers. The owners driver's license is 
used to permit rapid identification of property. The program is 
widely publicized to make the potential burglar aware of the 
increased ri sk of prosecuti on. Thi s techni que is called "target 
hardening." ' 

Operation Identification was initiated in Deerfield when the Illinois 
Law Enforcement Commission awarded a grant-in-aid for the purchase of 
engravers, labels, and other materials needed to operate the program. 
The materials were delivered in 1972, and the Jaycees and Optimists 
aided the police department in getting the program underway. Many 
homeowners have taken advantage of this service and the program has 
aided in solving several burglaries. Many bike thefts in Deerfield 
have been cleared through. the engra~ed number and numerous stolen 
bikes have been recovered through this technique. 

,,,,' 
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Pol ice-Com mLlnity Re lations 

The Police Community Relations progl~am was established by the Department 
in 1972. The initial broad objective of the program was to generate a 
positive relationship between the police and the students. While this 
is still the broad program objectives more specific objectives are 
teaching grammar school age youths how to protect their property and 
themselves from the potential dangers they will encounter.' 

During the school year, Larry Kick, the police community relations 
officer, contacted the 3,006 grammar school aged children .four times 
in the classroom setting. Classroom instructions deal with a specific 
topic, each of which is a portion of the overall program. Program 
topics presented dUl~ing the year were vandalism, bicycle safety, dealing 
with strangers, laws and railroad safety. 

In the spring and fall, bicycle registration drives are held at each 
school. Members of the school PTO/PTA's working in conjunction with 
Officer Kick, inspect all bicycles for proper equipment, register and 
engrave unlicensed bicycles. In 1975,906 bicycles were registered at 
the schools and an additional 1,232 were engraved with registration 
numbers. The spring bicycle safety and registration drives culminated 
in a bicycle rodeo on May 17, where approximately 350 youngsters demon­
strated their riding skills. Each participant was awarded a certificate 
of achievement. 

In order to maintain program interest and relevancy community businesses 
sponsor portions of this program. Each spring questionnaires are 
distributed to the educators in each school asking their evaluation 
of the program and requesting suggestions for change. Program support 
~as been unanimous. 
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