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PREFACE

This paper represents the first in a series of monographs to be pub-
lished by the National Center for Juvenile Justice as products of research by

the staff of the Center's Statutes Analysis Project. The Statutes Analyis

Project is an outgrowth of the Cénter's Profile of Codes Project which produced

the monograph Juvenile Court Organiéation and Status Offenses: A Statutory

consistent results.

1ii

.Profile by John Dineen. That publication was a pilot effort of the Profile of
Codes Project, the ultimate goal of which was to develop a comprehensive profile
‘of the juvenile codes of all fifty states and the District of Columbia, comparing
the codes of those jurisdictions on different’dimensions covering a wide range

of subjects. The breadth of anzlysis proposed (160 discrete dimensions), the
limited funds available, and the frequency of legislative amendment and revisionw
of juvenile codes throughout the country frustrated efforts to produce a compre-
hensive and timely profile of juvenile codes. By the time a preliminary profile
of fifty-one codes was completed, isolated sections in the codes of many states
had been amended, and several juvenile codes had been completely rev1sed.

Further efforts to 'update the total profile by using a dozen law students to

review the statutes of four or five states each within a few weeks produced in~

A project of the National Assessment of .Juvenile Corrections project at
the University of Michigan resulted in the publication of a study by Mark Levin

and Rosemary Sarri titled Juvenile Delinquency: A Comparative Analysis of Legal

Codes in the United States. The complexities of statutory analysis of state
juvenile codes are well described in the opening chapter of the NAJC report.
As a result of those complexities the NAJC project, even with the use of auto-
mated data analysis techniques, could publish in June, 1974, an analysis of

juvenile laws current only through the end of 1971,

As a result of the experiences of the Profile of Codes project and the

NAJC project and the recognition that the value of statutory analysis depends
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upon the currency of the legislation reviewed, the Center decided late in 1976

to abandon its efforts to produce in a single document a comprehensive analysis

of juvenile laws. Rather, it would concentrate its efforts on producing a series
of monographs, each devoted to in-depth analysis of one or two specific topics

of interest and reviewing the most recent statutory material available. Each of
these documents could be cdmpleted within a few mdnths by a single author and a
research assistant, assuring uniform analysis, and could be published before the
legislation covered was out of date. Together, the series will constitute a com=
prehensive analysis of state juvenile codes with each volume current as of its
date of publication and periodically revised to account for legislative develop-
ments.  Each monograph will contain the citations of‘statutory source material

for the reader's easy reference, and where required for clarity, the text of rele-
vant sections will be presented for direct comparison of the language of different
codes.

This first monograph in the series reviews the definitions of delin-
quency and status offenses in the juvenile codes of the fifty states, the
District of Columbia, several model acts and the Juvenile Justice Standards Pro-
ject, and compares the classification of specific types of juvenile conduct under
each category. A future monograph will analyze the juvenile codes to determine the
degree of statutorily mandated compliance with the requirements of the Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 that the states provide for de-
institutionalization of status offenders and separation of delinquents from adult
criminals in order to qualify for federal formula grant funds . Others will review
statutory provisioans for transfer of jurisdictign from juvenile court to criminal
court and vice-versa, confidentiality of records and proceedings, judicial vs.

executive control over commitment and release, diversion from formal court pro-=

_ceedings, etc. - The National Center for Juvenile Justice invites responses to

the material contained in the mbnograph series and suggestions for additional
topics of interést to readers. Replies may be sent to:

John L. Hutzler, Project Director

Statutes Analysis Project

National Center for Juvenile Justice

3900 Forbes Avenue

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 15260
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JUVENILE COURT JURISDICTION
OVER CHILDREN'S CONDUCT

INTRODUCTION

This monograph examines that conduct of juveniles which subjects them
to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, as distinguished from the conduct of
adults (e.g. abuse, neglect, abandonment) which may result in the exercise of
the court's dependency or neglect jurisdiction.

Children's conduct over which the juvenile court exercises its
jurisdiction is commonly viewed as falling into two categories: (1) delinquency

—- conduct of juveniles which would constitute a violation of a criminal statute
if committed by an adult, and (2) status offenees —— children's behavior which
would mot be criminal ifhcommitted by an adult. The juvenile codes of most
states define two ca;egories of juveniles whose conduct subjects them to the
jurisdiction of the juvenile court; however, the nature of the conduct encom-
passed by the statutory classifications varies widely and only approximates the
commonly accepted meanings of the terms "delinquency" and "status offense."

Forty-one (41) jurisdictioqs categorize juvenile lawbreakers as
"delinquents.”1 In the remaining ten statesi the statutes use what a;e intended
to be less stigmatizing names -- "offender,"2 "ward of theﬂcourt," - or

i ithi 5 iction
simply declare that children who commit certain acts are within the jurisdic

1 1 7 ] Fla. Qs s
Ala., Alaska, Ariaz., Ark., Colo., Conn., Del., D.CE, la., G
Ill Ihd.’ Iovwa, %ans., %y., Ea., M., Mass., Minn., Miss., Mont., Nev., N.H.,
s .S

N.J., N.M., N:Y., N.C., N.D., Ohio, Okla., Pa., R.I., §.0., 8.D., Tern.,.Texas
o, N.M :
Vt., Wash., W.Va., Wisa., Wyo.

ZMaine

3CaZ .

4 . :
of the court. In thirty-seven 37 States, separste labeled categories have

been established which dnclude juveniles\engaging in conduct which would not

be criminal 1if committed by an adult,5

and sometimes neglected or dependent
children as well. The most commonly used label ig "

child in need of super—
vision"

(thirteen states), but many others are used: 'minor (or person or ®

Juvenile) in need of supervision,™ "unruly‘cﬁild,”

"incorrigible child,” etc.
In the remaining fourteen (14) states,6

such non~criminal behavior is either

specifically included in the definition of”delinquency,

&

described in a separate
but unlabeled category,

or included in a geheral jurisdictional section which
establishes the court!'
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8 jurisdiction over "all children who [engage in criminal

and certain non-criminal conduct],"

RN

Some non~criminal conduct may be

included. in the definition of delinquency even where a separate status offense

category is defined, and in a few cases some less serious criminal offenses may

be included in the status offense category. TIn Sqme statutes the same conduct

may be described in both the delinquency and status offense categories, or the

court may be granted discretion to treat any juvenile who commits a delinquent
act as a status offender.

and clearly indicates the incongruity between the connotative distinction

between delinquency and status offenses (criminal vs.

non-criminal) and the
statutory definitions.

4 .
Haw. , Idaho, Mich., Mo., Neb., Oregon, Utah, Va.

e e e e
R ST R A R e

5AZa., Alaska, Aria.
Ky., La., Md., Mass. ,
Ohio, Okig., Pa., R.I

s Ark., Cal., Colo, D.Cf, Fla., Ga.,
Mo., Mont., Neb., Nev., N.H.y N
«s S.D., Tenn. , Texas,

Iil. s Towa, Kans.,

o MM, N.Y., n.c., N.D,,
Vt., Wash,, Wise., Wyo.

66'onn. s Del

s Haw., Idaho, Ind., Maine, Mich
Utah, Va., W.Va,

s Minn., Miss., Oregon, S.C.,
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NUMBER OF STATES DEFINING CHILDREN'S CONDUCT AS

pELINQUENCY Il sTATUS oFFENSE [ | or BoTH RSN

Crimes N\ ' . v vo- }
B Child Offenses |12 JER
Truancy N

Runaway 19 _ '
Undes. Associations 6 .:l

Undes. Conduct N B
or conditions U -

Disobedience 26 F@B
Unruliness 30 m

Violation of
Court Order

s -
Curfew
RN

Non—-criminal Conduct

Drugs - Alcochol

Study Methodology

This monograph reviews the definitions of delinquency and status of-
fenses in thekjuvenile codes of the fifty states and the District of Columbia.
In addition, the provisions of several model acts and the Juvenile Justice
Standards Project are included for comparison.

The data of the report is presented in three tables and the graph
above: |

TABLE I presents in detail the statutes' definitional schemes. It
sets forth for each state the terminology used to refer to juveniles engaging
in delinquent and status offense conduct and the nature of conduct included
under those jurisdictional categories. A narrative description of TABLE I fol-
lows at pages 17 to 25.

TABLE II contains the text of the definition/jurisdiction sections

of the juvenile codes from which the data In TABLE I was derived. In the event

R £

of any ambiguity in the data reported in TABLE I or for comparison of the exact
language of the statutes, TABLE II should be consulted.

TABLE TIII reports the currency of the legislative material reviewed
in each state. Rather than reporting the state of the law in all states on
a particular date, the most recent statutory material available in each state
was reviewed to obtain as current data as possible on the law of each state.

Delinquent or Status Offender? The classification schemes of the

reviewed statutes are of three general types:

(1) All juveniles engaging in conduct, whether criminal

or non~criminal, over which the court is granted jurisdiction,
are expressly included in a single labeled category, usually
"delinquent child."

(2) Juveniles engaging in conduct over which the court is
granted jurisdiction are divided intc two categories, one or
both of which are labeled, one including primarily criminal

conduct and one primarily non-criminal.

(3) Juveniles engaging in conduct over which the court is
granted jurisdiction are described, but not labeled, in juris-
dictional sections providing that the court has jurisdiction
"over children who (engage in certain criminal and non-criminal
conduct)." Such statutes may, or may not, distinguish between
juveniles on the basis of available dispositional alternatives

or age of jurisdictiom.

For purposes of this report, juveniles engaging in conduct over
which the court is gr mted jurisdiction have been classified as delinquent and
status offender on the basis of express statutory classifications (type 1 and
2 above) or similarity of statutory treatment as to dispositions and age (type

3 above:

(1) Where all juveniles engaging in conduct over which the
court is granted jurisdiction are included in a single labeled
category, or described in a jurisdictional section with no
distinctions drawn on the basis of dispositional alternatives
or age of jurisdiction, all such juveniles are classified

as delinquent. The label attached, or the symbol JD if no
label is attached, to such juveniles is entered in the delin-




quency column of the terminology section of TABLE I, and a D
is entered under each type of conduct expressly included in

the court's jurisdiction.

(2) Where juveniles engaging in conduct over which the court

is granted jurisdiction are divided into two categories, either
expressly by the statute or by implication based on distinctions
in dispositional alternatives or age of jurisdiction, those
juveniles engaging in criminal acts and those placed in the

same category by label, disposition or age are classified as
delinquent. Those juveniles distinguished from criminal-type
offenders are classified as status offenders. The labels
attached to the categories, or the symbol JD or JS if one or
both categories are unlabeled, are entered in the delinquency
and status offense column of the terminology section in TABLE

I, and D or S is entered under each type of conduct included in
the definition of the delinquent or status offender label or
jurisdiction. In statutes where the same conduct is described
in both the delinquent and status offense categories, or where
the court has discretion to treat as status offenders juveniles
commltting delinquent acts, both D and § appear in the appropriate

conduct column.

i : L R R R B s

TABLE 1
CONDUCT DEFINED AS DELINQUENCY OR STATUS OFFENSE

TABLE I identifies the terminology of the statutes and the elements of
the definitions of delinquent and status offender in the statutes of all fifty
states, the District of Columbia (D.C.), the Model Family Court Act (MFCA),1 the
Uniform Juvenile Court Act (UJCA),? thg‘StanQard Juvenile Court Act (SJCA),,3 and

the TJA-ABA Juvenile Justice Standards Prqjecﬁ (IJA—-ABA).4

A key to the abbreviations in TABLE T is set forth inside the back cover
flap, which may be folded out for easy reference when consulting the table, A

narrative description of TABLE I follows the table at pages 17 to 25.

TModer Acts for Family Courts and State-Local Children's Programs, Department
of Health, Education, and Welfave Publication No. OHY/OYD 75-26041.

29 U.L.A. 397. The Uniform Juvenile Court Act was approved by the National

Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws and the Ameriecan Barv Assoeiation

in 1968. It has been adopted in full or substantial part in Georgia and North
Dakota.

3Standard Juvenile Court Act, Sixth Edition, 1959. National Couneil on Crime

and Delinquency, New York.

4 . . 3 ‘) s . . . + . (]
Institute for Judicial Adzmmstratwn-zlmemcan Bar Association Juvenile
Justice Standards Project, Standards Relating to Juvenile Delinquency and Sanctions

and Standards Relating to Noneriminal Misbehavior, Tentative Drafts, 1977,
Ballinger Publishing Co., Cambridge, Mass.




TABLE [ - CONDUCT DEFINED AS
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TERMINOLOGY CONDUCT OR CONDITION
Truancy v Undes.
. ‘ Child School Undes. Condition
State D S ' Crimes Offense VOffense Runaway - Assoc. or Conduct
- i .
Ala. DC CINS D S ]
() * * oW =
Alaska ' cIns pt s s s g*
_ , v *
Ariz. DC IncC D D S S S
1 : Lk ‘
Ark. DJ ~JINS D D s - S
wact  wdct ) B
Cal. - §602 - §601 D S )
— | {
_ \\;X
3 a *
Colo. DC CINS b S S
' *
Conn, DC D D D
3
. Del. DC D D
1" “ x
D.C. - DC CINS D S S
DepC 1 % %
Fla. DC UngC D S S
» *
Ga. DC UnrC D3,83 S S S
ng. "JD JS D
N,
\ -
XQ% 7.
: “

2
DELINQUENCY OR STATUS-OFFENSE
i CONDUCT OR CONDITION
R And Needs
Violation of Drugs , 'Care of
Disobedience~Unruliness - Court Order Curfew Alcohol Other .. Supervision
Sm—mmmmm =G [BC D,S
i // ,\( N
/‘/,l,, \,./
% . /’7'})
- S 5/Unc, Wwd i
e $,»BG D
%
S
* .
L S/BC S
S/BC D.
D/BC D
J
* D/Unc
. |
R S/Ung !
. . ,
* % ~ ‘
D,§ —mmmmmmme D}s/BC ;
S* ——————————— S/Ung D,S '::r! D,S E
ot
f
S/BC i o
il
/|
/
ol
i
f

D,s

oy

. ey

1
33
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’ TABLE I -
TERMINOLOGY CONDUCT OR CONDITION
: ‘Truancy Undes.
Child School Undes. Condition
State D S Crimes -Offense Offense’ Runaway Assoc. or’ Conduct
' 1
Idaho Ip D D
I11. DM MINS D S
3 *
Ind. DC D D
Iowa DC CINA D S
DC WwdC
Kans. MC Truant D g* S S
TO
1 * *
Ky. DA SA D S S
2 #
La. DC CINS D S S
* * i
Maine Jo Dl D D D D
#3 *
Md. DC CINS D S S S
1 * *
Mass. . Dbc CHINS D S S
% v % %
Mich. Iy J D D D S D,S
Minn. DC D i
®

- CONTINUED

CONDUCT OR CONDITION

‘ And Needs
Violation of Drugs Care or
Disobedience-Unruliness Court Order Curfew Alcohol  Other Supervision
. /76% ‘
FZa
S/BC ; S S

*
D'~ D/Inc,Ung,BC D*

*
§ e S/Unc, Wwd

*
S D

%
8 e S/Wwd N
R $/Ung,BC D,S

* 4
S e 8/Ung,BC ! D,$

*
S
D*,§-====-m $/¥p ' Dis*

*
D e D/ Unc, Wwd

U o s e e

kit o i
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TABLE T -
TERMINOLOGY CONDUCT OR CONDITION
Truancy Unde;.”
Child .School - Undes.  Condition
State D S Crimes  Offense = Offense  Runaway Assoc. or Conduct
, *
Miss. e D b D D D
Mo. J,  CINCT D s S
; *
Mont. DY YINS D,S S S ‘
, ‘ "
Neb. JD CINSS D S* 8 S
* :
Nev. DY " CINS D S S
N.H. pc PN o S s"
3 % :
N.J. DJ - JINS D S S s
‘ *
N.M. DC CINS Dl 3 .8
N.Y. JD PINS D 'S
N.C.,  DC  UndC D s s s*
s
K o ‘ * 3
N.D. nC UnxC *Dl S S S
1 % *
Ohio DC UnrC D S S S S S
11

CONTINUED
. CONDUCT OR CONDITION
And Needs
Violation of Drugs Care or
Disobedience-Unruliness J«Court Order Curfew  Alcohol Other Supervision
&
D ———m—— D/BC, Inc,
Unc, Wwd
A

* .
S . S/ung,BC D,S S

. ‘ ,
S =—memmm— 8/Unc,Wwd "

#*
§ mmmmm———— S/Unm D s

* . ‘
§ —————— S/Ung,BC D D,S

* )

s S/Ung, Inc i

S — S/Inc,Ung,BC D,S

*

§ = S/BC

— s/ Ung D

g* D,S

*

I et S/Wwd D s

12 ? !

5
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TABLE 1 - CONTINUED
TERMINOLOGY CONDUCT OR CONDITION CONDUCT OR ‘CONDITION
Truancy Undes. Anid Needs
Child School Undes. = Condition ' ‘ Violation of Drugs Care a
State D 8 Crimes Offense Offense ~“Runaway Assoc. or Conduct Disobedience-Unruliness Court Order Curfew Alcohol Other Supervision
k;';.
1 * * * o
Okla. DC CINS D S S § e S/BC D D
Oregon Iy g D 5 5 S/BC
B , 3 x
Pa. DC DepC D S Dm———mm e D/Ung D
- * * *
R.I. e WwdC DZ,S2 S S S S S
3 * *
S.C. DC D D D D D D - D/Inc,Ung,BC . D
1 * o
S8.D. DC CINS D s s s S/BC
* .
% e e e
Tenn. DC  UnxC pt 8 s 5 S/Ung D,S
N ,
Texas DC CINS Dl 5 S1 S S D
* ,
Utah Iy ot D D - D/BC
vt. D¢ cmNcs Dt
Ve S/BC .
A J J D s* D s s *
a. .
— D S S S/BC,Inc
* .
Wash. DC DepC D S : . .
—_— ; , S/Inc,BC S s
13 14

W,
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TABLE 1 -
TERMINOLOGY CONDUCT OR CONDITION
Truancy Undes.
Child = School Undes. Condition
State D S Crimes Offense Offense Runaway  Assoc. or Condict
2 * *
W.Va. DC D D - D D D
1 * * *
Wisc. DC CINS D S S S
*
Wyo. DC CINS D S S
MFCA DC Dl
1 *
UJCA bC UnxC D S S
SJCA JD JS D S
1
IJA-ABA Jb D
Totals for 51 states (including District of Columbia)
D S Truancy Undes.
DA - 1 CHINS- 1 Child  School Undes. Condition
DC = 34 CINA = 1 Crimes ~Offense Offense  Runaway Assoc. or Conduct
byo- 2 CINCS-1 9 p-3 D-1 D-5 D-4 D-6
m - 2 CINCT- 1 1 " 5
D,- 22 s -12 D*- 9 D¥-~ 2 s -4 D~ 2
DY - 1 CINS -13 2 = .
D 2 S -2 s =12 Sh- 2 s =16
JD - 1 CINSS— 1 D3_ 7 15 ck_33 Gk 7 - ok 4
Jo - 1. DepC -~ 3 g _ 1 2. YT 310 —y
‘MC -~ 1 IncC - 1 Sl— 1 45 26 27
TO ~ 1 JINS -~ 2 SZ* 1
wdct- 1 | MINS - 1 SB 1
JD -8 PINS -2 c 8gansas has three delinquency categories.
a SA =1 51
51 ,
Truant-1 b
UndC - 1 Florida and Kansas have two status offense
UngC =~ 1 categories. Ten states have none.
UnxC - 4 ©
XINS - 1 C1n Georgia, Montana, Rhode Island and Texas,
Wdct -1 -
WwdC = 2 some criminal offenders may be treated as
3 -4 gtatus offenders.
S '——7;
41

15

e

_ CONDUCT OR CONDITION

And Needs

Violation of Drugs Care or
Disobedience~Unruliness Court Order Curfew Alocohol  Othex Supefvision
- X
D —————= D/Inc,Ung,5C
S/Unc
&
S o $/Ung,BC
D
*
§ e S/Ung D,S
S/BC ’
(footnotes explain why columns do not always add to. total) .
) : And Needs
o Violation of . Drugs Care or
Disobedience-Unruliness ourt Ordet Curfew Alcohol @  Other  Supervision
(28— 28) D - 12 p*-1 -1 D-2 D - 10
‘ §~-_3 S -2 D¥*~ 1 s=-1 s =1
D-1 D-9 : e : S=4 : og
D~ 7 p*~ 1 13 3 Gka 1 3 11
§-3 s -33 - TLe
S*-27 i >
36° '

In Michigan, such conduct may be either delinquency or status offénSe.
e . 3 ool

In two states, such conduct may be either delinquency or status offense.
In Florida; such conduct may be either delinquency of status offense.

g o ; _ v
In nine states, showing is required for both delinquency and status offense.

16




NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF TABLE I

A. TERMINOLOGY

This section identifies the terminology of the statute applied to
juveniles engaging in conduct which subjects them to the jurisdiction of the
juvenile court. These terms have been separated into categories of delinquent (D)
and status offender (S). Where the statutes do not include specific terminology
labelling different categofies of children, the symbols JD and JS indicate the
areas of the court's delinquency and status jurisdiction respectively.

In general, delinquency includes conduct which would be criminal if
committed by an adult, and status offense includes ngn-criminal conduct of juve-
niles. However, the variety of statutory classification schemes renders any
attempt at uniform definitions futile.' In several states, all juveniles within

i -criminal conduct, are label-
the court's jurisdiction, whether for criminal or mon-crim R

i 1
led as delinquent. In most, some non-criminal conduct is included with crimina

‘ 1
acts in the definition of delinquency, while other non-criminal conduct only

ite - riminal or
constitutes a status offense category. In a few stdtes, first-time c¢

fense

misdemeanor offenses are placed with non-criminal offenses in a status offen

category, and only repeated or serious criminal\o/fenses are defined as delinquen
]

acts III Several State’s some status Offe“SP. ty e collduct Of uveniles iS in"‘
’ P ] g
.
C1uded iﬂ. Lhe court’'s dependency or negl‘dct ]urisdiCtion. In one State, as many

) : ings
es five different -categories are established for juveniles whose conduct bring

them within the jurisdiction of the court. Im several states no definitional
categories are established, the statutes merely providing that "the juvenile court
shall have jurisdiction over all children who...." or similar language.

The terminology of the statutes and the children encompassed by those
terms have been classified as delinquents and status offendere”toﬂtneﬂextent
possible in conformance with the generally accepted meaning of those terms. Each

' i ' - 1 and
definitional category was determined to be primarily criminal or non-criminal an

. , , .
classified -accordingly. Where labelled categories were not defined by the statute,

17 -
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they were artificially created on the basis of distinctions in dispositional alter~

natives or age of jurisdiction. The abbreviations entered in the table are

explained in the Key to TABLE I inside the back cover flap. The key may be folded

out for easy reference when consulting the table.

B.  CONDUCT OR CONDITION E

This section of TABLE I details for each state the nature of ,avenile

conduct e expressly included by the juvenile code within the categories of delinquent

and status offender entered in the Terminology section. The entry of D 6r S in the

appropriate colvmm indicates that juveniles engaging in such conduct: are

expressly

included within the delinquent or status offender category, respectively.

Because of the incorporation of other statutes into Juuen*le codes, the

inherent vagueness of much of the statutory language and the byoad interpretations

often applied, the absence of such an express reference to pacticular conduct

>

(and ‘the absence of a column entry) does not necessarily indicate that the court

has no jurisdiction over juveniles engaging in such conduct. For example, pro-

vigions of state law or loecal ordinances outside the Juvenlle code, and hence

beyond the scope of this study, may define curfew, 11quor, truancy or other

violations for children. Such conduct, even if not .expressly set forth in the

juvenile code, might be brought within the court's jurisdiction under such language
as "violation of any state or federal law or local, ordinance" or "violation of a

statute applicable only to children" which would:be reflected by an entry in the

Crimes or Child Offense column.: Similarly, runriing away from home, school disci-.

plinary offenses, undesirable associations ete., although not expressly reféried

to in the code and entered in the table, may be within the interpretation given to

Disobedience-~Unruliness language. Caution should be exercised, therefore, in

interpreting the absence of an entry in.the columns of this section of the table.

1. Crimes

4n entry in this column indicates that the juvenile court has Juris~

diction over children who commit acts which would be criminal if committed by an

adult. While some statutes use just such language, others- are more broadly

o

18
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phrased, clearly encompassing such criminal conduct but, possibly, offenses only
for children as well.

All states grant juvenile court jurisdiction over criminal conduct
of juveniles, although many states expressly exclude certain criminel conduct of
juveniles from the definition of delinquency and the jurisdiction of the court.
The superscripts indicate the nature of the exclusions, as indicated below.

Dl ~ Some minor offenses excluded (Jsually vehicle, fish and
game violations).

D2 -~ Some serious offenses excluded (Usually murder and some
other serious felonies or second offenses).

D3 —~ Some minor and some serious offenses excluded.

Most states expressly define juveniles engaging in criminal conduct
as delinquent. In those states without a labelled delinquenc§ category, criminal
conduct is included within the artificially created category of delinquency juris-
diction (JD). Therefore, in euery jurisdiction a D is entered in this column.

In four (4) states some juveniles committing criminal acts may also be adjudicated
status offendex;s.1

Therefore, both D and S have been entered for those jurisdic-

tions.

2. Child Offenses ;

An entry in this column indicates that the definitional/jurisdic—

tiondl section of the statute exgreeslz provides that the court has jurisdiction
over children who commit "violations which are not criminal for adults,'" "offenses
only for children," or similar language. Twelve (12) states categorize such conduct

3

as a status offense2 and three (3) as delinquency, Since child-only offenses

may be incorporated in the'Crimes' language of the statute (e.g. "any child who
violates any state or local law or municipal ordinance'’ could encompass state

liquor laws, local curfew ordinances, etec.), such offenses may be included in

I6a., Mont., R.I., Texas.

241a,, D.C., Ga., La., Md., Mont., N.H., N.d., N.M., N.D., Ohio, Tenn.

Sapia., Avk., Idaho.
19

delinquency in many states where not expressly stated. in the juvenile code and thus

not reflected in the takble.

3. . Truancy, School Offenses

An entry in.this column indicates that truancy and/or school offenses

are expressly jinciuded in the definitional/jurisdictional section of the juvenile

code. Nine (9) states, having no status offense category, define such conduct as

delinouent. In Michigan, it is within the court's Jurisdiction—to—age—l? category,

classified as delinquent because it includes crimes. In thirty-five (35) juris-

dictions, truancy is a status offense.5 In other states, while not expressly

stated in the juvenile code, truancy may be encompassed by the"violation of any
statute" or the'child-only offenses "language of the court's jurisdiction. Similarly,
school disciplinary offenses may be encompassed by language such as"disobedient to

or beyond the control of his proper custodian.," Of the forty-five (45) states

which expressly refer to truancy, forty-two (42) expressly require habitual

6
truancy or repeated absences. In other states, however, truancy may be defined

outside the juvenile code in terms of repeated or numerous absences from school.

" 4. Runaway
S
An entry in this column indicates an express reference to "running

away from home]' "truant from home," "absence from home without permission," or sim-

dlar 1anguage. In five (5) states with delinquent categories only,7and in Michigan

and Virginia, such conduct is classified as delinquent. In nineteen (19) juris-

3
] dictions it is a status offense. 0f these twenty-six (26) jurisdictions, nine (9)

¢ o , .
Conn., Del., Ind., Maine, Minn., Miss., 8.C., Ukch, W.Va.

AZa., Alaska, Ariz.; Ark., Cal., CoZo., D.C., Fla., Ga., Ill., Kans., Ky.,
La., Md., Mass., Mont., Neb., Nev., N.H., N.J., W. M., N.Y., N.C., N.D., Ohio, Okla.,

Pa., R.I., 8.D., Tenn., Texas, Va., Wash., Wise., Wyo.
6
All but Del.; N.Y., and N.C.
7., R
Conn., Maine, Miss., S.C., W.Va.

AZaska, Ariz., Ark. Colo.s Fla., Ga., Kans., Ky., Masa., Neb., Nev., N.C
Ohio, Oregon, R.I., 8. D.,,Temas,,Wzsc.: Wyoj > ’ ’ Py ’ ’
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states expressly require habitual or repeated conduct.9 . In some states while not
expressly mentioned, running away may be brought within the court's Jurisdiction
under disobedience or unruliness language.

5. Undesirable .Associations

Included under this column are express references to association
with vagrants, vicious or immoral people, pimps, prostitutes, criminals, etc.,‘or
to assoclations injurious co the child's welfare. Four (4) states label such
conduct delinquent,lovwhile six (6) treat it as a status offense.11 Michigan
and Rhode Island expressly require repeated or habitual association. While the
statutes of only ten (10) states nake such eggress reference to undesirable
assoclations, such conduct may 1n other states be brought within the court's
jurisdiction under language incluued in the Unde51rable Conduct or Condltion or

the Unruliness categories explaired below.

6. Undesirable Conduct or Condition

This columr. encompasses children whose condict, condition,

environment or situation is "dangerous to life and limbﬂ" "injurious to health,

\\
morals, or welfare," etc., who are found "on premises used for illegal purposes,"

"in a house of prostitution," etc., or who are "vagrant," ;idle," "leading

an immoral life " Min danger of becoming morally depraved " etc. ‘The

statutes of twenty-seven (27) states contain some suck Language, but the
Undesirable Associations and Unruliness categories are so closely related to this
one that the same conduct or condition might be brought within the courc'svjuris—
diction under languege within those categories even in the absence of an eggfess
provision such as those set forth herein. Of the twenty-seven (27) which include

such language in their codes, seven (7) classify such children as delinquentlzand

QAZaska, Fla., Ky., Maine, Mass., Neb., Ohio, W.Va., Wisc.
10,, . .
Maine, Miss., S.C., W.Va.
11 i , .
Alaskiy, Mich., Mo., Ohio, R.I., Va.
12 . , ” :
Conn., Del., Maine, Miss., S.C., Utah, W.Va.

21
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‘nineteen (19) place them in a status offense category.13 In Michigan, such conduct

falls into both categories. Five (5) states expressly require that. such conduct or

condition be habitual or repeated.l4

7. Disobedience-Unruliness

Thirty-six (36) juvenile codes expressly grant jurisdiction over
children who disobeyktheir parents. An entry under disobedience is indicative of
such an express reference to "disobeyiing] the reasonable and lawfuel demands of his
parents," "being habitually disobedient," "refus[ing] to obey the reasonable and

proper orders or direction of his parent, guardian or custodian," or similar

language. Of the thifﬁy—six (36) states with such pronisioné, in six (6) dis-

obedient children are classified as delinquent,15 in twenty-eight (28) they are

status offenders,16 and in Florida and Michigan, disobedience is included in both
categories. Thirty—two (32) states expressly require habitual, repeated or per-

sistent disobedience,17 and in Michigan the court has jurisdiction to age 17 (the
delinquency category) of children who are "repeatedly disobedient,” and to age 18
(the status offense category) of children who are "willfully disobedient ... and

in danger of becoming morally depraved."

Statutes often specify jurisdiction over children who are "wayward,"
"incorrigible," "unruly," "beyond control," etc., often using such terms in combi-
nmation. All such provisions are included under the term»"Unruliness" in the cable,
and the specific term or terms used in the statute are indicated by abbreviations

following the / in the column entry and described in the key for TABLE I inside
3

13 ;
) Alaska, Ariz., Colo., Haw., Iowa, Kans., Md., Mo., Neb., N.J., N €., N.D.,
Ohio, Okla., Oregon, R.I., 8.D., Va., Wisec.

14Alaska, Del., N.C., Okla., Wise.

zsInd., Minn., Misg., Pa., S.C., W.Va.

AZa., Alaska, Ariz., Ark., C l., D.C., Ga., Iowa, Kans.. Ky., La., Md.,
Mass., Mont., Neb., Nev., N.H., IVJ., N.M., N.Y., N.C.y N:Dyj Ohw, Okla., R.I.,
Z@nn., Va., Wyo.

,AZaska Ark., Cal., D.C., Fla., Ga., Ind., Towa, Kans., Ky., La., Md., Mass.,
an., Miss., Mont., Neb., Nev., N.H., N. J.y NM., N.Y., N.C., N.D., Ohio, Okla.,
R.I., 8.C., Tenn., Va., W.Va., Wyo.
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the back cover flap. TForty-two (42) states detail some form of unruliness juris-
diction, with nine (9) placing such children in the delinquent category18 and
thirty-three (33) in a status offender category.19 In Florida, a child may be
found delinquent for his senond such “offense."

Many juvenile ‘codes establish the court's jurisdiction over disobedi-
ent and unruly chilgggn within the same subsection of the statute, often with a

conjunctive or causal relationship between the two conditions. For example, in
i :

Arizona, an incorrigible child is defined in part as "one who refuses to obey
the reasonable and proper orders or directions of his parent, guardian or custodian,
(Emphasis added.)

and who is beyond the control of such person. " In Alaska;‘

children in need of supervision include those who "by reason of being wayward or

habitually disobedient [are] uncontrolled by [their] parent, guardian or
custodian. " (Emphasis added,) The existence in twenty-eight (28) states of
such a relationship between the two jurisdictional grounds is indicated»by a line
(-~—-) between the two entries in the Disobedience~Unruliness column. The text

of the statutes in TABLE II should be consulted to determine the precise nature

of the relationship.

8. Violation of Court Order

‘Thirteen (13) states expressly include within thé‘jurisdiction of the
juvenile court, juveniles who "violate any lawful order of the court,"”" "disobey the
terms of supervision contained in a court order," "run away from any juvenile
[facility] after placement therein by an order of a juvenile cdurt," or similar

language.20 In eleven (11) of those states such conduct is a delinquent ct'fense.21

waonn., Del., Ind., Minn., Miss., Pa., S8.C., Utah, W.Va.

JQAZa., Alaska, Ariz., Cal., Colo., D.C., Fla., Ga., Haw., IlL., Tova, Ky.,
La., Md., Mich., Mont., Neb., Nev., N.H., N.d., N.M., N.Y., N.C., Ohio, Okla.,
Oregon, S.D., Tenn., Vt., Va., Wash., Wisc., Wyo.

- avin., Colo., Conn., Ga., T1l., Kans., Mont., Nev., N.H., N.C., Ohio, OKla.,
Texas.

ZZAriz., Colo., Conn., Kans., Mont., Nev., N.H., N.C., Ohio, Okla., Texas.
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gories is that the status offender who violates court ordered placement or proba-

. o e . 22 )
tion may Qg ad3ud1cated delinquent. In Georgia, the child's classification does

not change; the delinquent who violates a court order commits a delinquent act and

the status offender another status offense. In Illinois, violation of a court

order is defined as a Status offense,

Only three (3) juvenile codes expressly declare the court's jurig-

diction over curfew violations, Of these states, only Indiana, which hasg 1o

status offense category, defines curfew violators as delinquent; in California

and Georgia they are status offenders., 1In many more, however, state or local

curfew provisions may be incorporated into the juvenile code by the Crimes or

Child Offense language of the Statutes described above.

10. Drugs, Alcohol

Included under this category are express grants of jurisdiction over

i

Juveniles who violate aleohol or drug laws, are addiéted to drugs or alcohol or

are found on premises. where alcohol is sold. Only five (5) states include such an

express reference in their juvenile codes,23 although drug and alcohol violations

"

may be incorporated in the Crimes and Child Offense language of the statutes

described above.

11.  Other

224?' 7
©8., Colo., Kams., Mont., Nev., N.H., N, Ohio, Okla., Texgs.

28
Ga., Ill., Mich., Mont., Wash.

24
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12. And Needs Care or Supervision

Several states expressly include in the definitional or jurisdic-

tional section of the statute the requirement that the child need care, super-

TABLE I1
TEXT OF DEFINITIONS

vision, rehabilitation or similar language. The requirement of this element in

R

addition to certain conduct or behavior is)represented by an entry in this columm.

In nine (9) states it is an element &f both delinquent and status offender cate~ ;

_ > - TABLE II presents the text of the statutes in each ;

tate ]
gories.24 In Nevada, such a showing is required only for status offenders and in ' PR Tk deacrts

‘ ‘ the juvenile court's jurisdiction over children's conduct
i e | _ . The language of the
: statutes has‘been separated into categories of deliﬂquent and status offender
) consistent with the classifications in TABLE T as described in the‘Introduction
The official statutory citation follows the text of each section.
I
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0
B
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24 . : ,
- Ala., D:Csy Ga., La., Md‘-? N.H., N.M., N.D., Tenn.
\
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TABLE II - TEXT OF DEFINITIONS

DELINQUENT

Status OFFENDER

ALABAMA

"Delinquent Act" means an act designated a crime
under the law of this state, or of another state if the
act occurred in another state, or under federal law, or a
violation of a municipal ordinance; however, traffic of-
fenses committed by one 16 years of age or older shall be
excepted unless transferred to the juvenile court by the
court having jurisdiction; Ala. Code tit. 134, § 5-101(h).

"Delinquent child" means a child who has com~
mitted a delinquent act and is in need of care or rehabili-
tation; Ala. Code tit. 134, 8 5-101(%i).

"Child in need of supervision" means a child who:

(1) Being subject to compulsory school attendance, is
habitually truant from school; or

(2) Disobeys the reasonable and lawful demands of his
parents, guardian or other custodian and is beyond
their contrci; or

(3) Has committed an offense established by law but not
classified as criminal or one applicable only to
children; and , .

(4) In any of the foregoing is in need of care or rehabili-
tation; Ala. Code tit. 134, 8 5-101(d).

ALASKA

"delinquent minor' is a minor whom the court
determines is within the provisions of 8§ 10(a)(l) of
this chapter; Alaska Stat. 8 47.10.280(2).

Jurisdiction, (a) Proceedings relating to a
minor under 18 -years of age residing or found in the
state are governed by this chapter, except as otherwise
provided in this chapter, when the minor...

(1) violates a law of the state, or an ordinance or
regulation of a political subdiyision of the state;
Alaska Stat. & 47.10.010(a)(1).

0

"child in need of supervisiod'is a minor whom
the court determines is within the provisions of 8 10(a)(2),
(3), or (6). Alaska Stat. & 47.10.290(7).

Jurisdiction. (a) Proceedings relating to a
minor under 18 years of age residing or found in the state
are governed by this chapter, except as otherwise provided
in this chapter, when the minor...

(2) by reason of being wayward or habitually disobedient

; is uncontrolled by his parent, guardian or custodian;

(3) is habitually truant from school or home, or habitually
so conducts himself as to injure or endanger the
morals or health of himself or others;...

(6) associates with vagrant, vicious or immoral people, or
engages in an occupation or i1s in a situation dangerous
to life or limb or injurious to the health, morals, oxr
welfare of himself or others;

Alagka 'Stat. -8 47.10.010(a).

Yo byl
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ARJZONA

"Delinquent act" includes an act by a child, "Incorrigible chilg" means a child adjudicated
which if committed by an adult would be a public offense as one who refuses to obey the reasonable and proper
Or any act that would constitute a public offense which orders or directions of his parent, guardian or custodian,
could only be committed by a child or by a minor, and who is.beyond the control of such person, or any child
including violation of any law of thisg state, or of who is habitually truant from school, or who is a runaway
another state if the act occurred in that state, or of from his home or Parent, guardian or custodian, or who
the United States, or any ordinance of a city, county, habitually 50 deports himself ag to injure or endanger the
or political subdivision of this state defining crime, morals or health of himself or others. A.R.S.4. 8 8-201(12),

-

or the failure to obey any lawful order of the juvenile :
court; provided, however, that any child remanded for ~

remanded. A.R.5.4. § 8-201(8). .

"Delinquent chilq" means a child who is adjudi-
cated to have committed a delinquent act.
A.R.5.4, 8 8-201(9) . ’ ‘ , w0

Ay

ARKANSAS

"Delinquent juvenile" means any juvenile who - "Juvenile in need of supervision" means any juven-
(a) has committed an act other than a traffic offense ile who:
which, if such act had been committed by an adult, (a) while subject to compulsory school attendance, is
would subject such adult: to prosecution for a felony or habitually and without justification absent from school;
misdemeanor under the applicable criminal law of this or :
State, or (b) has committee [committed] an offense appli- (b) is habitually disobedient to the reasonable and lawful
cable only to a juvenile. Ark, Stat. Ann. § 45-403(2) . commands of his parent, guardian, or custodian; or

(c) has absented himself from his home without :sufficient
cause, permission, or justification. ©
Ark. Stat. Ann. 8 45-403(3).. :
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DEL INQUENT

Status OFFENDER

CALIFORNIA

Any person who is under the age of 18 years when
he violates any law of this state or of the United States
or any ordinance of any city or county of this state de-
‘ining crime, other than an ordinance establishing a curfew
based solely on age, is within the jurisdiction of the
juvenile court, which may adjudge such person to be a ward
of the court. West's Ann. Welf. & Inst. Code 8 602.

(a) Any person under the age of 18 years who per-
sistently or habitually refuses to obey the reasonable and
proper orders or directions of his parents, guardian, or
custodian, or who is beyond the control of such person, or
who is under the age of 18 years when he violated any
ordinance-of any city or county of this state establishing
a curfew based solely on age is within the jurisdiction of
the juvenile court which may adjudge such person to be a
ward of the court. § Gl i )

(b) If a school attendance review board deter-
mines that the available public and private services. are
insufficient or inappropriate to correct the habitual
truancy of the minor, or to correct the minor's persistent
or habitual refusal to obey the reasonable and proper
orders or directions of school authorities, or if the
minor fails to respond to directives of a school attendance
review board or to services provided, the minor is then
within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court which may
adjudge such person to be a ward of the court; provided,
that it is the dintent of the Legislature that no minor who
is adjudged a ward of the court pursuant solely to this
subdivision shall be removed from the custody of the parent
or guardian except during school hours.

West's Ann. Welf. & Inst. Code 8§ 601.

COLORADO.

(a) "Delinquent child" means any child ten years
of age or older who, regardless of where the violation
occurred, has violated:

(I) Any federal or state law, except state traffic and game
and fish laws or regulations;

(II) Any municipal ordinance except traffic ordinances, the
penalty for which may be a jail sentence; or

(III) Any lawful order of the court made under this title.

(5) "Child in need of supervision" means any
child: ) .
(a) Who is repeatedly absent from school in violation of

the requirements of article 33 .of title 22, C.R.S. 1973;

(b) Who has run away from home or is otherwise beyond the
control of his parent, guardian, or other legal cus-
todian; or : )

(c) Whose behavior or condition is such as to endanger his
own or others' welfare. C.R.S.A. § 19-1-103(5).

Y
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(b) This definition shall not apply to:
(I) Children fourteen years of age or older who allegedly
commit crimes of violence defined by section 18-1-105,
C.R.S. 1973, as class 1 felonies; or
Children who within the previous two years have been
adjudicated a delinquent child, and the act for which
the child was adjudicated a delinquent would have been
a felony if committed by an adult, and who are sixteen
years of age or older who allegedly commit crimes
defined by section 18-1-105, C.R.S5. 1973, as class 2
or class 3 felonies, except felonies defined by sec-
tions 18-3-401(1) (d) and 18-3-403{1)(d), C.R.S. 1973,
or who commit nonclassified felonies punishable by a
maximum punishment of life imprisonment or death; or
(III) Children fourteen years of age or older who allegedly
commit ‘any felony subsequent to any other felony which
is the subject of proceedings under saction 19-3-108
resulting in waiver of jurisdiction by§any juvenile
court in this state. /
; (¢) The provisions of paragraph (a) (1) of this
subsection (9) notwithstanding, the term "delinquent child"
shall include any child under sixteen years of age who has
violated a traffic law or ordinance if his case is trans-

ferred from the county court to the juvenile court.
C.R.S.A. 8 19-1-103(9) .

(11)

CONNECTICUT

a child may be found "delinquent" (a) who has
violated any federal qr state law or municipal or local
ordinance, or (b) who hag without just cause run away from
his parental home or other properly authorized and lawful
place of abode, or (c) who is beyond the control of his
parent, parents, guardién or other custodian, or (d) who
has engaged in indecent or immoral conduct, or (e) who
has been habitually truant or who, while in school has
been continuously and overtly defiant of school rules and
regulations, or (f) who has violated any lawful order of
the juvenile court. Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. 8 17-53.

No separate status

3

offense category.
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STATUS OFFENDER
DELAWARE | a |

No Separate status offense category.

DELINQUENT

"Delinquent child" means a child who commits an
act which if committed by an adult would constitute a
crime or, who is uncontrolled by his custodian or school
authorities or who habitually so deports himself as to
injure or endanger the morals or health of himself or
others. Del. Code Ann. tit. 10, 8§ 901(7).

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

The term "delinquent child" means a child who
has committed a delinquent act and i& in need of care or

The term "child in need of supervision" means
a child who--
(A) (1) is subject to compulsory school attendance and

rehabilitation. D.C.C.E. § 16-2301(6). - g
' habitually truant from school without justification;
(ii) has committed an offense committable only by
children; or L

(i11) is habitually disobedient of the reasonable and
lawful commands of his parent, guardian, or other
custodian and is ungovernable; and
(B) is in need of care or rehabilitation. , S
D.C.C.E. 8 16-2301(8). :

The term "delinquent act" means an act desig-
nated as an offense under the law of the District of
Columbia, or of a State if the act occurred in a State,
or under Federal law. Traffic offenses shall not be
deemed delinquent acts unless committed by an individual
who is’under the age of sixteen. D.C.C.E, § 16-2301(7).

1€

FLORIDA

"Delinquent child" means a child who commits a "Ungovernable child" means a child who persis-
violation of law, regardless of where the violation tently disobeys the reasonable and lawful demands of his
occurs, except a child who commits a juvenile traffic parents or other legal custodians and is beyond their
offense and whose case has not been transferred to the control. For the purposes of this act, the first time a
circuit court by the court having jurisdiction. child is adjudicated as ungovernable, he may be defined
F.5.4. 8 39.01(12). ' and treated as a dependent child, and all of the provisions
o of this act relating to dependency shall be applicable.
For the second and subsequent adjudications for ungovern-—
ability, the child may be defined and treated as a delin-
quent ¢hild, and all the provisions of this act relating
to delinquency shall be applicable. ... F.S.4..839.01(11).

6
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GEORGIA

"Delinquent act" means:

(1) an act designated a crime by the laws of Georgia, or

‘ of another State if the act occurred in that State,
or under Federal laws, or by local ordinance, and the

. crime does not fall under paragraph (3) of subsection
(g) and is not a juvenile traffic offense as defined
in section 24A~3101; ' ' '

(2) the act of disobeying the terms of supervision con-
tained in a court order which has been directed to
a child who has been adjudged to have committed a
delinquent act; ;o ‘

(3) patronizing any bar wheﬁb alcoholic beverages are
being sold, unaccompaniefl by the child's parent,
guatdian or custodian; or possessing alcoholic bev=-
erages. Ga. Code Ann. 8 244-401(e).

~ "Delinquent child" means a child who has com—
mitted a delinquent act and is in need of treatment or
rehabilitation. Ga. Code Ann. & 24A-401(f).

HAWA

Except as otherwise provided herein, the court
shall have exclusive original jurisdiction in proceedings:

"Dependent child" means a child who aes
Has persistently run away from his parents or legal
guardian,

Being subject to coﬁpulsory school attendance, is
habitually truant from school. F#.5.4. & 39.01(10).

"Unruly child" means a child who:
while subject to compulsory school attendance is
habitually and without justification truant from
school; or -
is habitually disobedient of the reasonable and lawful
commands of his parent, guardian or other custodian,
and is ungovernable; or
has committed an offense applicable only to a child; or
without just cause and without the consent of his
parent or legal custodian deserts his home or Place
of abode; or
wanders or loiters about the streets of any c¢ity, or
in or about any highway or any public place, between
the hours of 12:00 o'clock midnight and 5:00 o'clock
a.m.; and .
the act of disobeying the terms of supervision con-
tained in a court order which has been directed to a
child who has been adjudicated unruly;
patronizing any bar where alcoholic beverages are
being sold, unaccompanied by the child's parents,
guardian or custodian; or possessing alcoholic bever-
ages;
in any of the foregoing, is in need of supervision,
treatment or rehabilitation; or ;
has committed a delinquent act or is in need of super-
vision but not of treatment or rehabilitation.

. Code Ann. § 244-401(g) -

Except as otherwise provided herein, the court

shall have exclusive original jurisdiction in proceedings...

PR
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DELINQUENT

HAWATI

(cont)

Status OFFENDER

(1) Concerning any child who is alleged to have violated

or attempted to violate any federal, state, or local
law or municipal ordinance, regardless of where the
violation occurred; or any person alleged to have vio-
lated or attempted to violate any federal, state, Or
local law or municipal ordinance prior to having be-
come eighteen years of age. The minor shall be dealt
with under the provisions of this chapter relating to
children. Jurisdiction may be taken by the court of
the circuit where the minor is. living or found, or in.

which the offense is alleged to have occurred.

Hawaii Rev. Stat. § 571-11(1):

JDAHO

Subject to the prior jurisdiction of the United

States, the court shall have exclusive, original juris-
diction over any child and over any adult who was a child
at the time of any act, omission or status, found or
living within the county, in the following cases:

1.

Where the act, omission or status is prohibited by
federal, state, local or municipal law or ordinance
by reason of minority only, regardless of where the
same occurred; k B

Where the act or omission is a violation of any
federal, state, local or municipal law or ordinance
which would be a crime if committed by an adult,
regardless of where the same occurred, except traffiec,
watercraft and fish and game violations; provided,
however, that the prosecuting attorney of any county
may bring under this act the operation of a motor
vehicle while the operator's permit or license to
drive is suspended or revoked; the operation of

motor vehicle or watercraft while under the influence

~of intgxicating liquor or drugs; the operation of a

(2) Concerning any child living or found within the circuit

LR i

(B)‘whdse'environment is injurious to his welfare, or
whose behavior is injurious to his own or others'
welfare; or ,

(C) who is beyond the control of his parent or other

custodian. Hawaii Rev. Stat. § 571-11(2).

No separate status offense category.
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motor vehicle in a reckless manner; the operation of

a watercraft in a careless manner; or the violation

of any motor vehicle, watercraft, or fish and game law
or ordinance having theretofore been convicted of any
combination of three (3) motor vehicle, watercraft or
fish and game violations, regardless of where the vio-
lation, act, omission, revocation or suspension
occurred.

3. Concerning any child under the purview of the inter-
state compact on juveniles as set forth in chaper 19,
title 16, Idaho Code.

Idaho Code 8 16-1803.

S T R R T

JLLINOILIS

Those who are delinquent include any minor °
who prior to his 17th birthday has violated or attempted
to violate, regardless of where the act occurred, any
federal or state law or municipal ordinance; and (b)
prior to January 1, 1974, any minor who has violated a
lawful:court order made under this Act.

S.H.A. ch. 37, 8 702-2.

Those otherwise in need of supervision include
(a) anv minor under 18 years of age who is beyond the
control of his parents, guardian or other custodian;
(b) any minor subject to compulsory school attendance
who is habitually truant from school; and (c) any minor
who is an addict, as defined in the "Drug Addiction Act"
(91-1/2 - 120.1 et seq.); and (d) on or after January 1,
1974, any minor who violates a lawful court order made
under this Act. S.H.A. ch. 37, & 702-3.

INDIANA

The words "delinquent child" shall include any
person under the age of eighteen (18) years who:

(a) Commits an act which, if committed by an adult, would
be a crime, except:

(1) murder; or
(2) violations of any of the traffic laws of the state
or of any traffic ordinances of a subdivision of
the state if committed by a person sixteen (16)-
years of age or older;
(b) Is incorrigible, ungovernable ‘or habitually disobedi—
ent and beyond the control of his parent, guardian,

No separate status offense category.
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INDIANA (Cont)
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e

(¢) Is habitually truant; or ;
(d) Being under the age of thirteen (13) years is habit-

ually present upon any street, highway, park, public
building or other public place between the hours of
10:01 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. unless he is accompanied or
supervised by his parent or legal guardian or other
responsible companion at least eighteen (18) years of
age delegated by said parent or legal guardian to
accompany him; or having attained the age of thirteen
(13) years but not the age of eighteen (18) years is
habitually present upon any street, highway, park,

_public building or other public place between the

hours of 1:01 a.m. and 5:00 a.m., unless he is accom-
panied or supervised by his parent or legal guardian
or other responsible companion at least eighteen (18)
years of age delegated by said parent or legal
guardian to accompany him. This subsection does not
apply to a child while in a public building or place
attending or participating in a religious, educational,
entertainment, social or athletic event so long as

sald event is conducted according to law and super-
vised by a person at least eighteen (18) years of age.

Ind. Ann. Stat. 8 31-6-7-4.1.

L OWA

' "Delinquent child" means a child:

Who has violated any state or local laws or ordinances h.
‘except any offense which is exempted from this chapter

by law. ' i.
Who has violated a federal law or a law of another o
state and whose case has been referred to the juvenile

court. I.C.A. § 233.2(12). g

"Child in need of assistance" means a chiid: ...
Who is living under conditions injurious to his mental
or physical health or welfare.
Who is uncontrolled by his parents, guardian, or legal
custodian by reason of being wayward or habitually
discbedient.
Who habitually deports himself in a manner that is
injurious to himself or others. I.C.4. § 838.2(13).
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KANSAS

"Delinquent child" means a child less than eigh~
teen (18) years of age:

(1) Who does an act, other than one defined.in subsection
(e) of this section, which if done by a person eigh-
teen (18) years of age or over, would make him liable
to be arrested and prosecuted for the commission of a

. felony as defined by K.S.A. 21-3105; or

(2) who has been adjudged a miscreant child under this

act three (3) or more times. X.S.4. § 38-802(D).

"Miscreant child" means a child less than eigh-
teen (18) years of age:

(1) Who does an act, other than one defined in subsection
(e) of this section, which if done by a person eigh-
teen (18) years of age or over, would make him liable
to be arrested and prosecuted for the commission of

. @ misdemeanor as defined by K.S.A. 21-3105;

(2) who does an act, other than one defined in subsection
(e) of this section, which, if done by a person
eighteen (18) years of age or over, would make him
liable to be arrested and prosecuted for the vio-
lation of any ordinance, police regulation, order,
rule or regulation adopted by any authority, city,
county, township, or other political subdivision
of this state;

(3) who does an act, other than one defined in sub-
section (e) of this section, the commission of
which by persons under the age of eighteen (18)
years$, is specifically prohibited and made unlawful
by state law, city ordinance, police regulation,
order, rule or regulation adopted by any authority,
city, county, township, or other political sub-
division of this state;

(4) who has been adjudged a wayward child under this act
three (3) or more times; or '

(5) who escapes from or rumns away from any juvenile
detention home or farm or other juvenile center
after placement therein by an order of a juvenile
court. K.S.A. § 38-802(c).

Vi
i 2
4

"Wayward child" means a child less than eighteen

(18) years of age:

(1) Whose behavior is injurious to his or her welfare;

(2) who has deserted his or her home without good or suf-
ficient cause; or

(3) who is habitually disobedient to the reasonable and
lawful commands of his or her parent, guardian, or
other lawful custodian. KX.S.A. 8§ 38-802(d).

"Truant" means a child who, being by law
required to attend school, absents himself or i}
herself therefrom to the extent of being a truant -~
under the provisions of K.S.A. 1975 Supp. 72-1113,
and any amendments thereto. KX.S.A. § 38-802(Ff).
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AS (Cont)

"rTraffic offender'" means a child under sixteen
(16) years of age who does an act which, if done by a person
sixteen (16) years of age or over, would make such person
liable to be arrested and prosecuted for the violation of:
(1) 'Any statute relating to the regulation of traffic on the
roads, highways or streets; or the operation of self-
propelled or nonself-propelled vehicles of any kind
except violations under K.S.A. 21-3405 and K.S.A. 1976
Supp. 8-1567; or
(2) any ordinance, police regualtion, order, rule or regu—-
lation adopted by any authority, city, county, township
or other political subdivision of this state which
relates to the regualtion of traffic on the roads,

highways or streets, or the operation of self-propelled -

or nonself-propelled vehicles of any kind.
K.5.A. & 38-802(e).

KENTUCKY

"Delinquency action" is an action brought in

the interest of a child who is accused of committing a
public offense, which if committed by an adult would be
a crime; Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. 8 208.010(8).

The juvenilé session of the district court of

each county shall have exclusive jurisdiction in pro-
ceedings concerning any child living, or found within
the county, who has not reached his eighteenth birthday:
(a) Who has committed a public offense, except a moving

motor vehicle offense, involving a child sixteen (16)
years of age or older. The court shall not have

"Status action" is any action brought in the
interest of a child who is accused of committing acts,
which if committed by an adult, would not be a crime.
Such behavior shall not be termed criminal or delinquent,
and- such children shall not be considered delinquents;
Ky. Rev. Stat. Anm. 8 208.010(9).

-The juvenile session of the district court of
each county shall have exclusive jurisdiction in:.proceedings
concerning any child living, or found within the county,
except a moving motor vehicle offense, involving a child...
(b) Who does not subject himself to the reasonable control

0
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jurisdiction in any prosecution of a moving motor ve-
hicle offense involving a child sixteen (16) years of
age E:;older. Juvenile offenders sixteen (16) years of
age or older accused of moving motor vehicle offenses
shall be treated as any adult offender; provided, how-
ever, that the term "moving motor vehicle offense" shall
not be deemed to include the offense of stealing or
converting a motor vehicle nor operating the same with-
out the owner's consent, nor any offense which consti~
tutes a felony. Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 208.020(1)(a).

"Delinquent act" means an“act designated a
crime under the statutes or ordinances of this state, or
of another state if the act occurred in another state,
or under federal law. LSA-R.S. 13:1569(13).

"Delinquent child" means a child who has com-
mitted a delinquent act and is in need of care or rehabil-
itation, LSA~R.S. 13:1569(14). '

~ "Juvenile offender" means any juvenile who has been
found by an appropriate juvenile court to have committed any
of the acts or offenses specified in chapters 401 to 409
(section 2501 et seq.). 15 M.R.S.A. § 2502(4).

The exclusive, original jurisdiction of Juvenile
courts shall include all offenses committed by juveniles
and the following.conduct of juveniles: Habitual truancy;
behaving in an incorrigible or indeécent and_ lascivious
manner; knowingly and willfully associating with vicious,
criminal or gros§1y§immoral people; repeatedly deserting
one's home without just cause; living in circumstances of
manifest danger-of falling into habits of vice or immoral-
ity.... 15 M.R.5.A. 8§ 2552.

R e B

of his parents, teacher, guardian or custodian, by

reason of being wayward or habitually disobedient; or
(c) Who is an habitual truant from home or ‘from school;
Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. 8 208.020(1)(b),(c). '

Actions brought under KRS 2084 020(1) (b) and (c)
shall be considered to be status actions.
Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. 8 208.020(8).

LOUISIANA

"Child in need of supervision" means a child who:

a. being subject to compulsory school attendance, is
habitually truant from school; or ,

b. habitually disobeys the reasonable and lawful demands
of his parents, tutor, or other custodian, and is
ungovernable and beyond their control; or

c. has committed an offense not classified as criminal

% or one applicable only to children; and

d. in any of the foregoing, is in need of care or rehabil-
itation., LSA-R.S. 13:1569(15). ’

No separate status offense category.

i«
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StaTUS OFFENDER

MARYLAND

"Delinquent act" means an act which wonld.be a
crime if committed by an adult. CJ & 3-801(k).

"Delinquent child" is a child who has com-
mitted a delinquent act and requires guidance, treat-
ment, or rehabilitation. CJ & 3-801(1)-

"Child in need of supervision" is a chiid who
requires guidance, treatment, or rehabilitation because
(1) He is required by law to attend school and is

habitually truant; or
(2) He is habitually disobedient, ungovernable, and
" beyond the control of the person having custody of
him without substantial fault on the part of that
person; or
(3) He deports himself so as ,ure or endanger him-
self or others; or

(4) He has committed an offense applicable only to children.
CJ & 3-801(F).

MASSACHUSETTS.

"Delinquent child,” a child between seven and
seventeen who violates any city ordinance or town by-law
or who commits any offense against a law of the common-
wealth.. M.G.L.A. ch. 119, 8§ 52.

EN

"Child in need of services," a child below the
age of seventeen who persistently runs away from the home
of his parents or legal guardian, or persistently refuses
to obey the lawful and reasonable commands of his parents
or legal guardian; thereby resulting in said parent's or
guardian's inability to adequately care for and protect
said child, or a child between the ages of six and sixteen
who persistently and wilfully fails to attend school or
persistently violates the lawful and reasonable regulations
of his school. M,G.L.A. ch. 119, & 51.

MICHIGAN

'Except as provided herein, the Juvenile division
of the probate court shall have:
(a) Exclusive original jurisdiction superior to and
regardless of the jurisdiction of any other court
in proceedings concerning any child under 17 years
of age found within the county
(1) Who has violated any municipal ordinance or law
of the state or of the United States; or

(2) Who has deserted his home without sufficient
cause or who 1is repeatedly disobedient to the
reasonable and lawful commands of his parents,

Except as provided herein, the juvenile division
of the probate court shall have:

(d) Concurrent jurisdiction in proceedings concerning any
child between the ages of 17 and 18 found within the
county ‘

(1) Who is repeatedly addicted to the use of drugs or
the intemperate use of alcoholic liquors; or

(2) Who repeatedly associates with criminal, dissolute
or disorderly persons; or

(3) Who is found of his or her own free will and knowl-
edge in a house of prostitution or assignation or
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guardian or other custodian; or ill-fame; or

(3) Who repeatedly associates with immoral persons, (4) Who repeatedly associates with thieves, prostitutes,
or who is leading an immoral life; or is found pimps or procurers; or
.-on premises occupied or used for illegal pur- (5) Who is wilfully disobedient to the reasonable and
poses; or . lawful commands of his parents, guardian or other
(4) Who, being required by law to attend school, custodian and is in danger of becoming morally depraved;
wilfully and repeatedly absents himself there- or e
from, or repeatedly violates rules and regula- (6) Who habitually idles away his or her time. ...
tions thereof; or M.C.L.A. 8 7124.2(d).

(5) Who habitually idles away his or her time; or

(6) Who repeatedly patronizes or frequents any tavern
or place where the principal purpose of the
business conducted is the sale of alcoholic
liquors. M.C.L.A. 8 7124.2(a).

MINNESOTA

"Delinquent child" means a child:

(a) Who has violated any state or local law or ordinance,
except as provided in section 260.193, subdivision 1;

(b) Who has violated a federal law or a law of another
state and whose case has been referred to the juvenile
court; or

(¢) Who is habitually truant from school; or

(d) Who is uncontrolled by his parent, guardian, or other
custodian by reacon of being wayward or habitually
disobedient. M.S.A. 8 260.015(5) .

MISSISSIPPI

"Delinquent child" is synonymous with the mean-—
ing of, what is commonly called a juvenile offender, and
means any child not less than ten (10) years of age whose
occupation, behavior, environment or associations are
injurious to his welfare or the welfare of other children;
or who deserts his home; or who is habitually discbedient
to or beyond the control of his parents, guardian or cus-
todian; or who being required to attend school willfully
violates rules thereof, or willfully absents himself there-
from; or who violates any state law or municipal ordinance;
or who, by reason of being habitually wayward or habitually
disobedient, becomes an incorrigible or uncontrollable

No separate status offense category.

No separate status offense category.

diry
A
ji




| DEL INQUENT StaTus OFFENDER

MIS SVI SSIPP1 (Cont)

child; or who so deports himself as to injure or endanger
the morals or health of himself or any other person.
Miss. Code Ann. 8 43-21-5(g).

MISSOQURI
Except as otherwise provided herein, the juven-
ile court shall have exclusive original jurisdiction in
proceedings: ... .
(2) Involving any child who is alleged to have violated
a state law or municipal ordinance, or any person
who is alleged to have violaged a state law or muni-
cipal ordinance.prior to attaining the age of seven-
teen years, in which cases jurisdiction may be the child are injurious to his welfare or to
taken by the court of the circuit in which the , the welfare of others;
child or person resides or may be found or in which V.A.M.S5. 8 211.031.1(1)-
the violation is alleged to have occurred; '
. V.A.M.S. & 211.031.1(2).

Except as otherwise provided herein, the juven-
ile court shall have exclusive original jurisdiction in
proceedings: ...

(1) Involving any child who may be a resident of or
found within the county and who is alleged to be
in need of care and treatment because: ...

(e¢) the behavior, environment or associations of

1%

MONTANA_

"Delinquent youth" means a youth:
(a) who has committed an offense which, if committed
by an adult, would constitute a criminal offense;
(b) who, having been placed on probation as a delin-
quent youth or a youth in need of supervision,
violates any condition of his probation.
Mont. Rev. Codes Ann. 8 10-1202(12).

‘ "Youth in need of supervision" means a youth

who commits an offense prohibited by law which, if

committed by an adult, would not constitute a criminal

offense, including but not limited to a youth who:

(a) violates any Montana municipal or state law regarding
use of alcoholic beverages by minors; or o

(b) habitually disobeys the reasonable and lawful demands

: : : : of his parents or guardian, or is ungovernable and

[ ' ' ' ‘ beyond their control; or
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The juvenile court in each county shall have

jurisdiction as follows: ... ‘ , Tjurisdictionkas follows: ... : '

(3) (a) Exclusdive original Jurisdiction as to any child (4) Exclusive originail Jurisdiction ag to any child under
under the age of sixteen years at the time he has

violated any law of the state or anp
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(c) being subject to compulsory school attendance ig
habitually truant from school; or
(d) has committed any of the acts

regard as g Youth in need of supervisidh.
Mont, Rep, Codes Ann. & 10-1203(13).

The juvenile court in each Ctounty shall have

the age of eighteen Years (a)‘who, by reason of being

wayward or habitually disobedient, is uncontrolled by
ordinance amounting to ap offense other than a

felony, traffic offense, or parking violation;’

A/
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his Parent, 8uardian, or custodian; (b) who is habituy-
ally truant from school or home; or (c) who depogts
concurrent original jurisdiction with the dis~ , himself so ag to injure or endanger seriously tli

has committed g traffic offense.

(c) Concerning any c¢hild living or found within the county

Stat. 8 43-202(3). ' , "

NEVADA
Except as otherwige Provided in thig chapter, Except ag otherwise Provided in thig chapter,
has exclusive original Jurisdiection in pro- the court hasg exclusive original Jjurdsdiction in pro-

ceedings: ,,,

(b) Concerning any child living or foung within the county
who has committed g delinquentkact. A ¢hilg commits :

who is in need of supervision because he:
; ;

B
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NEVADA (Cont)

a delinquent act if he:

(1) Commits an act designated a crime under the law

of the State of Nevada, or who violates a county
or municipal ordinance or any rule or regulation
having the force and effect of law; or

(2) Violates the terms or conditions of an order of
court determining that he is a child in need of
supervision. Nev. Rev. Stat. & 62.040(1).

(1) Is a child who is subject to compulsory school
attendance and is an habitual truant from school;

(2) Habitually disobeys the reasonable and lawful
demands of his parents, guardian, or other cus-
todian, and is unmanageable; or '

(3) Deserts, abandons or runs away from his home or
usual place of abode,

and is in need of care or rehabilitation.

child shall not be considered a delinquent.

Such a

Nev. Rev. Stat. & 62.040(1).

NEW HAMPSHIRE

"Delinquent child" means a child who has com-

mitted an offense before reachiing the age of eighteen
years which would be a felony or misdemeanor under the
criminal code of this state if committed by an adult, or
who is a child who has violated the terms of probation
and is expressly found to be in need of counseling,
supervision, treatment, or rehabilitation as a conse-

quence thereof.

N.H.R.5.A. 8 169:2(III).

o WS o e i

"Person in need of supervision" means a child

under the age of eighteen who:

(a)

(b)

(e)
(d)

(e)

Being subject to compulsory school attendance, is
habitually and without justification truant from

. school;

Habitually disobeys the reasonable and lawful commands

of his parents, guardian or custodian, and is ungovern-

able and beyond their control;
Has committed an offense applicable only to a child;
Has committed an offense which, if committed by an

‘adult, would be a violation under the criminal code

of this state, or has violated an ordinance or by-law
of a city or town; and

If any of the foregoing, is expressly found to be in
need of counseling, supervision, treatment, or
rehabilitation as a consequence thereof.

N.H.R.S.A. 8 169:3(VI).

3
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NEW

JERSEY

As used in this act, "delinquency" means the
commission of an act by a juvenile which if committed by
an adult would constitute: '

a. A homicide or act of treason;

‘b. A high misdemeanor or misdemeanor;
c. A disorderly persons offense; or
d. A violation of any cther penal'statute, ordinance,

or regulation...

N.J.S.A.

8 24:4-44.

NEW

vision"

a. A juvenile who is habitua

N.J.S.A.

MEXICO

"delinquent act" means an act committed by a

child, “which would be designated as a cr
{f committed by an adult,

cipal traffic codes or
the following offenses

the Motor Ve
when committ

not reached his fifteenth birthday:
(1) driving while under the influence of intoxicating

liquor or drugs;}

hicle Code other than
ed by a child who has

(2) failure to stop in the event of an accident causing
death, personal injuries or damage to property;

(3) reckless driving;

ime under the law
except for offenses under muni-

(4) driving without a valid operator's license or permit;

g

As used in this act, "juvenile in need

means:

parent or guardianj

11y disobedient to his

A juvenile who is ungovernable or incorrigible;
A juvenile who is habitually and voluntarily

‘truant from school; or

A juvenile who has committed an offense or vio-

lation of a statute or ordinance applicable only

to juveniles.

Evidence of conduct which is ungovernable or
incorrigible may include but shall not be limited to:

(1) habitual vagrancy,
(2) immorality,

(3) knowingly visiting ga

izing other places or establishments, the

juvenile's admission to which constitutes a

violation of law,

of super-

mbling places, or patron~

(4) habitual idle roaming of the streets at night,

(5) deportment which endangers the juvenile's own

morals, health or general welfare.

8 24:4-45.

"child in need of supervision' means a child who:

(1) being subject to compulsory school attendance, is
habitually truant from school; or

(2) habitually disobeys the reasonab
of his parents, guardian or custodian and is ungovern-

able and beyond thelr control; or

(3) has commltted an offense not c

one applicable only to children; and

(4) in any of the foregoing situatio

or rehabilitation; N.M. Stat. Ann. g 13-14-3(M).

t

1e and lawful demands

ns is in need of care

lassified as criminal or

)
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(5) any offense punishable as a felony; or

(6) any offense not within the trial jurisdiction of
magistrate or municipal courts;

N.M. Stat. Ann. § 13-14-3(N).

"delinquent child" means a child who has com-

mitted a delinquent act and is in need of care or rehabil-.

itation; N.M. Stat. 4dnn. 8 13-14-3(0).

NEW

YORK

"Juvenile délinquent." A person over seven
and less than sixteen years of age who does any act which,
if done by an adult, would constitute a crime.
Family Court Act 8 712(a).

NORTH

"Person in need of supervision." A male less
than sixteen years of age and a female less than eighteen
years of age who does not attend school in accord with the
provisions of part ome of article sixty-five of the
education law or who is incorrigible, ungovernable or
habitually disobedient and beyond the lawful control of
parent or other lawful authority. ‘
Family Court Act § 712(b). “ auE

CAROLINA

"Delinquent child" includes any child whe has
committed any criminal offense under State law or under
an ordinance of local government, including violations of
the motor vehicle laws or a child who has violated the
conditions of his probation under this article.

N.C. Gen. Stat. & 7A-278(2).

"Undisciplined child" includes any child who is
unlawfully absent from school, or who is regularly dis-
obedient to his parents or guardiam or custodian and
beyond their disciplinary control, or who is regularly
found in places where it is unlawful for a child to be,
or who has run away from home.

N.C. Gen. Stat. & 7A-278(&).
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NORTH

DAKOTA

"Delinquent act" means an act designated a
crime under the law, including local ordinances or reso-
lutions of this state, or of another state if the act
occurred in that state, or under federal law, and the
crime does not fall under paragraph c of subsection 4

and is not"a*ﬂinor traffic offense as defined in sub-
section 10. ? :

"Delinquent child" means a child who has com—
mitted a delinquent act and is in need of treatment or
rehabilitation. N.D. Cent: Code & 27-20-02(2).

"Unruly child" means a child who:

a. Is habitually and without justification truant from
school;

b. Is habitually discbedient of the reasonable and lawful
commands of his parent, guardian, or other custodian
and is ungovernable; or who is willfully in a situatiom
dangerous or injurious to the health, safety, or

- morals of himself or others;: or '

~c. Has committed an offense applicable only to a child;
and

In any of the foregoing is in need of treatment or
rehabilitation. WN.D. Cent. Code & 27-20-02(5).

OHIO

As used in sections 2151.01 to 2151.54,
inclusive, of the Revised Code, "delinquent child"
includes any child: ' 3
(A) Who violates any law of this state, the United States,

"or any ordinance or regulation of a political sub-
‘division of the state, ‘which would be a crime 1if
committed by an adult, except as provided in section
2151,021 of the Revised Code;
(B) Who violates any lawful order of the court made
~ under this chapter.
Ohio Rev. Code Ann. & 2151.02.

. As used in sections 2151.01 to 2151.54, inclusive,
. of the Revised Code, "unruly child" includes any child:

(A) Who does not subject himself to the reasonable control

.of his parents, teachers, guardian, or custodian by
- reason of being wayward or habitually disobedient;

(B) Who is an habitual truant from home or schoolj

(C) Who so deports himself as to injure or endanger the
health or morals of himself or others;

(D) Who attempts to enter the marriage relation in any
state without the consent of his parents, custodian,
legal guardian, or other legal authority;

(E) Who is found in a disreputable place, visits or patron~
izes a place prohibited by law, or associates with

vagrant, vicious, criminal, notorious, or immoral

‘persons; ' o

(F) Who engages in an occupation prohibited by law, or is
in a situation dangerous to life or limb or injurious
to the health or morals of himself or others;

(G) Who has violated a law applicable only to a child.

Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 2151.0282.
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DELINQUENT StAaTUS OFFENDER

OQOKLAHOMA

The term "delinquent child" means (1) a child
who has violated any federal or state law or municipal
ordinance, excepting a traffic statute or ordinance, orvr
any lawful order of the court made under this act; or
(2) a child who has habitually violated traffic laws or
ordinances. 10 Okl. St. 4dnn. & 1101(b).

. The term "child in need of supervision" means a
child who is habitually truant from school, or who is
beyond the' control of his parents, guardian or other cus-
todian, or who habitually deports himself so as to injure
or endanger the health or morals of himself or others
10 Okl. St. Amn. § 1101(e).

OREGON

The juvenile court has exclusive original juris-
diction in any case involving a person who is under 18
years of age and:
(a) Who has committed an act which is a violation, or
" which if done by an adult would constitute a viola-

The Juvenile court has exclusive original juris-
diction in any case involving a person who is under 18
years of age and:: ...
(b) Who is beyond the control of his parents, guardian
or other person having his custody; or i

I

3 " tion, of a law or ordinance of the United States or (¢) Whose behavior, condition or circumstances are such as
a state, county or city; : -~ to endanger his own welfare or the welfare of others;
Ore. Rev. Stat. & 419.476(1)(a). o o or
) T (f) Who has run away from his home. B
Ore. Rev. Stat. 8 419.476(1).
R PENNSYLVANIA .

"Delinquent act" means: (i) an act designated
a crime under the law of this State, or of another state
if the act occurred in that state, or under Federal law,

"Diprived child" means a child who: ... (v) while
subject to compulsory school attendance is habitually and

o

without justification truant from school.

or under local ordinances; or (ii) a specific act or &
acts of habitual disobedience of the reasonable and lawful
: commands of his parent, guardian, or other custodian
‘;L committed by a child who is ungovernable.  '"Delinquent

‘ act™ shall not include the crime of murder nor shall it
include summary offenses unless the child fails to pay
a fine levied thereunder, in which event notice of such
faet shall be certified to the court.-
10 P.C.5.A. 50-102(2).
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"Delinquent child" means a child whom the court
has found to have committed a dﬁlinquentbact and is in
need of treatment, supervision or rehabilitation.

10 P.C.S. A. 500102(3).

RHODE
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ISLAND , N

The term "delinquent" when applied to a child
shall mean and' include any child--

Who has committed any offense which, if committed
by an adult, would constitute a felony, or-who has on
more than one (1) occasion violated any of the other
laws of the state or of the United States or any of the
ordinances of cities and towns, other than ordinances
relating to the operation of motor vehicles,

R.I. Gen. Laws Ann. 8 14-3-3(F),

SOUTH

The term "wayward" when applied to a child shall

mean and include any child-—-

1.

Who has deserted his home without good or sufficient
cause; or

Who habitually associates with dissolute, vicious or
immoral persons; or

Who is leading an immoral or vicious life; or

Who is habitually disobedient to the reasonable and
lawful commands of his parent or barents, guardian or
other lawful custodian; or , ,

Who, being required by chapter 19 of title 16 to
attend school, wilfully and habitually absents himself

therefrom, or habitually violates rules and regulations

of the school when he attends.

Who has on any occasion violated any of the laws of
the state or of the United States or any of the ordin-
ances of cities and towns, other than ordinances
relating to the operation of motor vehicles.

R.I. Gen. Laws Ann. § 14-1~3(G).

CAROLINA

"Delinquent child" means a child over seven and
under sixteen years of age in a domestic relations court
or under seventeen years of age in a juvenile domestic
relations court who .
(a) violates any law of the United States or any munici-

otherwise than by death or life imprisonment, except
that in a juvenile domestic relations court this shall

No separate status offense category.
/

e e

|
SR R VTS S S,



e

6%

DELINQUENT
SOUTH

CAROL I NA (Cont)

not include violation of a State law or a municipal
.ordinance involving the operation of a motor vehicle
if the child is a licensed driver or of sufficient
age to have legally obtained a driver's license,

(b) is incorrigible, ungovernable or habitually dis-
obedient and beyond the control of his parents,
guardian, custodian or other lawful authority,

(c) is habitually truant, '

(d) without just cause and without the consent of his
parent, guardian or other custodian deserts his
home or place of abode,

(e) engages in any occupation which is in violation of
law,

(f) begs or solicits alms or money in public places,

(g) associates with immoral or' vicious persons,

(h) frequents any place the maintenance of which is in
violation of law,

(i) habitually uses obscene or profane language or

(3) so deports himself,as wilfully to injure or en-

- danger the Torals or health of himeelf or others;

S5.C. Code Ann. & 16-1103(9,). :

_definition of a delinquent child;
S8.C. Code Ann. 8 16~1103(10) .

SOUTH

DAKOTA

In this chapter unless the context otherwise
Plainly requires "delinquent child" means any child ten
years of age or older who, regardless of where the viola-

‘In this chapter unles
Plainly requires "child in need
child who is an habitual truant

STATUSHOFFENDER

& the context otherwise
of supervision" means any
from school; who has run




ted any federal
or which there ig a

tion occurred, has viola
law or regulation f

s State or locgl
Penalty of a

parent, guardian, or other custodian; or whose behavior
Or condition is such as to endanger his owp or others'
welfare, 8.D.C.L. ‘Ann. & 26-8-7,1,

criminal nature
fishing, boatin

diction as may b

€ establis
S.D.C.L. Ann.

hed by law.
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School;

(ii) is habitually disobedient of the reasonable and

iving and neg

Tenn. Code Ann. § 37-208(3).

lawful commands of his parent, guardian, or other
custodian and is ungovernable; or

(iii) has committed an offense applicable only to a child;

(%4
Q

"Delinquent child" means a chiig who has com~

and

(iv) in any of the foregoing is in need of treatment or

elinquent act apd is in need of

Tenn. Code 4nn. 8 z7-

treatment or
rehabilita

Delinquent»conduct is conduct
fense, that violates:

» Other than g
traffic of

rehabi;itation%ﬁ
Jdenn. Code ann. §757-203(s).
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Conduct i@dicating a need for supervision is:

(1) conduct, other than a traffic offense, that on three
' )

(1) a penal law of this

o0t LIS state punishable b
or by ‘confinement i

Y imprisonment

g an order pro
ction (b)(4) o
«tebelde, Family Code 8 57

hibiting con
f this secti

or more occasions violates either of the following:

| Fs State of the grade of

(A) the penal laws of t
misdemeanoﬁ that are Punishable by fine only;. or

(B) the penal ?rdinances\Pf any political subdivision
of this stte; B

the unexcused yoluntary a}sence of a child on 10 or

more days or parts of dayJ within a six-month period

or three or mojre days or parts of days within g four-

week period frpm school; |

the‘voluntary}ébsence of ajchild from his home without
the consent of] his parent qr guardian for a substantial
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DEL INQUENT STATUS OFFENDER

T EXAS (Cont)

length of time or without intent to return; or
4) conduct which violates the laws of this state pro-
hibiting driving while intoxicated or under the
N influence of intoxicating liquor (first or subsequent
- offense) or driving while under the influence of any
~ narcotic drug or of any other drug to a degree which

renders him incapable of safely driving a vehicle
(first or subsequent offense).

V.T.C.A., Family Code 8 51.03(b).

, Except as otherwise provided by law, the court

shall have exclusive original jurisdiction in proceedings:
(1) Concerning any child who has violated any federal,
.. ~State, or local law or municipal ordinance,

No separate status offense category.

,Oor any
person under twenty-one years of age who has violated
any such law or ordinancehbefore becoming eighteen

years of age,
occurred.
(2) Concerning any child: v ‘

(b) who is beyond the control of his parent, guardian,
or other lawful custodian to the point that his
behavior or condition is such as to endanger his
own welfare or the welfare of others; or

(¢) who is a habitual truant from school. Utah Code -
Ann, & 55-10-77.

regardless of where the violation

YERMONT
means an act designated a crime

L e, or of another state if the
act occurred in another state, or under federal law, pro-

vided, however, that. traffic offenses committed, by an
individual'after becoming 16 years of age shall not be
deemed delinquent acts except for violations of sub-=chapter

"Delinquent act"

- "Child in need of care or supervisionV means a
under the laws of this stat '

child who: A
(€C) Is without or beyond the contrél of his parents,
' guardian or other custodian.

Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 33, 8 632(12)(C).

&

I

s e

@

STV CHIPCIREY TRV P v S



R

U e

-
PP

A AR T

Rk, o

2 T

e e e i e R i

00 M Y

SR I el

5""

o s

L v g 2o DL sl e S b 4 i bk b ey 3 T
e SRSy i S o ! . e e e e o b oy it

5 of chapter 13 and of section 1091 of Title 23,
Vt. Stat. Amn. tit. 83, & 632(3).

"Delinquent child" means a child who has com~
mitted a delinquent act. Vt. Stat. dnn. tit., 33, 8 632(4).

VIRGINIA

Except as hereinafter provided, each juvenile
and domestic relations district court shall have ... ex-

clusive original jurisdiction ... over alil cases, matters limits of the territory for which it ig created, exclusive

and proceedings involving: ' original jurisdiction, and within one mile beyond the cor-

(1) The custody, support, control or disposition of a porate limits of said city, concurrent jurisdiction with the
child: ... juvenile court or courts of the adjoining county or counties
(g) Who deserts or is a fugitive from his home, or over all cases, matters and‘proceedings involving:

who is habitually disobedient or beyond the (1) The custody, support, control or disposition of a child:
control of his parents or other custodian, or

is incorrigible;

Except as hereinafter provided, each juvenile and
domestic relationsg distriet court shall have, within the

(f) Whose occupation, behavior, environment, condition,
(1) Who violates any State or federal law, or any association, habits or practices are injurious to
municipal or county ordinance; provided, however, his welfare;
that in violations of federal law jurisdiction : (h) Who being required b
in such cases shall be concurrent and shall be '
assumed only if waived by the federal court or
. the United States attorney; ‘..
Va. Code Ann. & 16.1-158(1)

de

¥y law or his parents or cus-
todian to attend school is a willful and habitual 3
truant therefrom; ..., _ [
V. Code Ann. & 16.1-158(1).

17

WASHINGTON

The words "delinquent child" mean any child : For the
under the age of ‘eighteen years who violates any law of "dependent child"
this state, or any ordinance of any town, city, or county
of this state defining a crime or who has violated any
federal law or law of another state defining a crime,
and whose case has been referred to the juvenile court
by any jurisdiction whatsoever. 9
R.C.W.A. & 13.04.010. '

purpose of this chapter the words

shall mean any child under the age of

eighteen years: ...

(7) Who is incorrigible; that is, who is beyond the control ,
and power of hisg parents, guardian, or custodian by

reason of the conduct or nature of said child; or ..,

Who is an habitual truant, as defined in the school

laws of the state of Washington; or _

(10) Who uses intoxicating liquor as a beverage, or who
uses opium, cocaine,’morphine, heroin, or marijuana,
or other similar drug, without the direction of a
competent physician; R.C.W.4. & 13.04.010.
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"(3) Is incorrigible, ungovernable, or habitually dis-

DELINQUENT ' A Status OFFENDER

WEST VIRGINIA

"Delinquent child" means a person under the " No separate status offense category.
age of eighteen years who: B
(1) Violates a law or municipal ordinance; : »
(2) Commits an act which if committed by an adult would : S
be a crime not punishable by death or life imprison- ‘
ment; ‘ ' -

obedient and beyond the control of his parent,
guardian; or other custodian;

(4) Is habitually truant;

(5) Without just cause and without the consent of his
. parent, guardian, or other custodian, repeatedly
deserts his home or place of abode; -

(6) Engages in an occupation which is in violation of law;

(7) Associates with immoral or vicious persons;

(8) Frequents a place the-existence of which is in viola-
tion of law;

(9) Deports himself so as to wilfully injure or endanger
the*morals or health of himself or others.

W. Va. Code Ann. § 49-1-4.

\\\\\\\

WISCONSIN.

The juvenile court has exclusive jurisdiction... The juvenile court has exclusive jurisciction...

over any child: ; over any childz...
(1) Who is alleged to be delinquent because he has vio- (2) Who is alleged to be in need of supervision because:
lated any federal criminal law, criminal law of any (a) He is habitually truant from schoel or home"or
state, or any county, town or municipal ordinance (b) He is uncontrolled by parent, guardian or legal
that conforms in.substance to the criminal law; ; custodian; or o

W.S.A. § 48.12, (c) He habitually so deports himself as to injure or
‘ : : PR endanger the morals or health of himself or others.
W.S.A. § 48.12. P :
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WYOMING

"Delinquent act" means an act punishable as g
criminal offense by the laws of this state or any polit~
ical subdivision thereof.

Wyo. Stat. dnn. § 14-115.2(1).

"Delinquent child" means a child who has com-

s P s

"Child in need of supervision" means any child
being subject to compulsory. school attendance, is

habitually truant; or who has run awvay ffom home; or who
habitually disobeys the reasonable and lawful demands of
his parents, guardian, custodian or other proper authority,
and is ungovernable and beyond control. :

mitted a delinquent act. Wyo. Stat. Amn. §:14-115.2(n).
Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 14-115.2(m). : :
MODEL FAMILY co URT ACT
"delinquent act" means an act designated g
crime under the law of this State, or of another State
if the act occurred in another State, or.under Federal
law. Traffic offenses shall not be considered delin-
quent acts except for violations of ( ;
M.F.C.A. § 2(7).
~_ ""delinquent child" means a child who has
committed a delinquent act and is in need of care or
rehabilitation; M.F.C.4. § 2(g). . '
UNIFORM JUVENILE COURT ACT
"delinquent act" means an act designated a crime "unruly child" means a child who:
under the law, including local'[ordinances] for resolutions} (1) whiie subject to compulsory school attendance is
of the state if the act occurred in that state, or under habitually and without justification truant from
federal law, and the crime does not fall under paragraph schooly;:
(iii) of subsection (4) [and is not a Juvenile traffic (ii) is’habitually disobedient of the reasonable and lawful
offense as defined in section 44 [and the crime is not a commands of his parent, guardian; or other custodian
traffic offense ag defined in [Traffic Code of the State] and is ungovernable; or
other than [designate the more serious offenses which (iii) has committed an offense applicable only to a child;
should be included in the jurisdiction of the juvenile , ‘ and : ‘
court such as drunken driving, negligent homicide,‘etc.]; {(iv) in any of the foregoing is ih need of treatment or .

U.J.C.4. § 2(2).

AT

rehabilitation; 0.J.0.4. § 2(4),
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DELINQUENT

s A

STATUS OFFENDER

UsJ,CiA, (Cont)

"delinquent child" means a child who has com-

COURT_ ACT

Except as otherwise provided herein, the court

2. Concerning any child living or found within the

district ...

shall have exclusive original jurisdiction in pProceedings:

(b) whose environment is injurious to his welfare, or
whose behavior is injurious to his own or otherg'

welfare; or

(¢) who is beyond the control of his parent or other

custodian. S.F.C.4. § 8.2; S.J.C.4. § 8.2.

or unyuliness which do not violate the criminal lay should
not onstitute a ground for asserting juvenile court Juris-~

diction over the juvenile committing them.

IJA-BA Standards Relating to Nonerimingl Misbehavior,

Tentd;o\‘;'zlve Draft, 1977, Standard 1.1.

R

mitted a delinquent act and is in need of treatment or
| rehabilitation; U.J.(.4. § a¢c3). :
i :
STANDARD JUVENILE
Except as otherwise provided herein, the .
court shall have exclusive original jurisdiction 4in
| Proceedings: .
[ 1. Concerning any.child who 1s alleged to have
} violated or attempted to violate any federal,
“ '; state, or local law or municipal ordinance, re-
. ! gardless of where the violation occurred; or
§ U any minor alleged to have violated or attempted
b o to vivlate any federal, state, or local law or
% minicipal ordiance prior to having become eighteen
f years of age. .., S5.F.C.A. § 8.1; 8.J.0.4. § 8.1.
! IJA-ABA STANDARDS
;
& ;| A.  The delinquency jurisdiction of the
4 juvenile court should include only those offenses
which are ;: ' ' - &
1 1. punishable by incarceration in a prison, jail, :
, .t or other place of deterition, and :
ey : Ty 2.  except as qualified by these standards, in
o . r . violation of an applicable federal, state, or \
t local criminal statute or ordinance, or K
3. 1in violation of an applicable State or loeal Q
Statute or ordinance defining a major traffic i
offense. IJ4-ABA Standards Relating to Juvenile <._{;
Delinguency and Sanctions, . Tentative Draft, 1977,
Standard 2.32.
Jt - . o
. o !
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TABLE ITI
CURRENCY .OF LEGISLATION REVIEWED

TABLE III reports the curr¥ency of the legislative material reviewed
in each state. Rather than reporting the state of the law in all states on a
particular date, the most recent statutory material available in each state
was reviewed to obtain as current data as possible on the law of each state.

The legislative reporting services in different states report legis-
lative action with varying frequency and timeliness. The entry in TABLE III
for each state indicates the date, year, or legislative session through which
the legislation reviewed is current. Legislative amendments passed after the
date or year entered or in a subsequent session of the legislature, are not
reflected in this report. Where the legislative service, pocket part or supple—
ment to the statutes did not indicate such a date, year or session, the title
of "he most recent supplement available appears. In such cases, legislative -
action published in subsequent supplements, pocket parts or legislative service

reports would not be reflected in this report.
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TABLE IIT - CURRENCY OF LEGISLATION REVIEWED

LEGISLATION
CURRENT THROUGH

1975
December, 1976

1976
January 28, 1976

April 11, 1977

i

1875 First Regular
Legigiative Session

May 5, 1976
December 31, 1975

1975 First
Legislative Session

June 4, 1976

*

1976 Regular
Legislative Session

1975 Regulaxr
Legislative Session

1976 Regular
Legislative Session

January 7, 1977

.

STATE

Ind.

Jowa

Kans.

2

Maine

Mass.

Mich.

Minn.

Miss.”

Mont.

Neb.

LEGISLATION
CURRENT THROUGH

1975 Regular
Legislative Session

April 4, 1977

1977 Legislative
Session

. December 18, 1976

1976 Regular and

Extraprdinaty Session

' .March 30, 1977

1976 Supplement and

Pocket Parts

April 6, 1977
August 12, 1976
March 31, 1977
1976 Legislative
Session

May 15, 1976

1975

1976 Regular
Legislative Session

.
T e

STATE

Nev,

N.H.

N.Y.

Ohio

Okla.

Oregon

LEGISLATION
CURRENT THROUGH

1975 Supplemeﬂt
June, 1976
February 24, 1977
1976 Supplemerit
March 29, 197{
March 31, 1977

1975

v

© April 1, 1976

April 12, 1977

September 16, 1977

July 15, 1976

January 1976
Session

TABLE 11T - CONTINUED

Tenn.

Texas

Utah

Wash.

W.Va.

58

LEGISLATION
CURRENT THROUGH

1975 Regular
Legislative Session
1975 Suppleument
1976 Legislative
Session

March 29, 1977
January 31? 1976
March 27, 1976
1976 Supplement
March 10, 1977
1976 Supplement

June 17, 1976v

1976 Supplement

e e ]
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KEY TO TABLE I

D - Delinquent

- Delinquency Action (Kentucky labels
the proceeding not the child)

- Delinquent Child

- Delinquent Juvenile

- Delinquent Minor

- Delinquent Youth

- Juvenile Delinquent

—~ Juvenile Offender

=~ Miscreant Child

- Traffic Offender

WdCt - Ward of the Court

- Unlabelled delinquency category

D
S - Status Offender
CHINS -~ Child in Need of Services
CINA - Child in Need of Assistance
CINCS - Child in Need of Care or Supervision
CINCT - Child in Need of Care of Trastment
CINS =~ Child in Need of Supervision
CINSS - Child in Need of Special Supervision
DepC -~ Dependent Child
IncC - Incorrigible Child
JINS - Juvenile in Need of Supervision
MINS - Minor in Need of Supervision
PINS - Person in Need of Supervision
SA ~ Status Action (Kentucky labels the
proceeding not the #hild)
UndC - Undisciplined Child
UngC - Ungovernable Child
UnxC - Unruly Child
YINS - Youth in Need of Supervision
WdCt - Ward of the Court
WwdC -~ Wayward Child
JS - Unlabelled status offense category

Crines

lsome minor offenses excluded
230me serious offenses excluded
330ome minor and serious offenses excluded

~ Conduct or Condition

D* or S* - Habitual conduct required

Untuliness

BC - Beyond Comtrol
Inc -~ Incorrigible

MD - Morally Depraved
Unc - Uncontrolled
Ung -~ Ungovernatle
Unm -~ Unmanageable

Wwd ~ Wayward

b
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