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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Survey of Inmates of Local Jails in the Commonwealth of Virginia, 

published in August, 1975, by the Bureau of Research and Evaluation of the 

Virginia State Department of Corrections, reports findings from interviews 

conducted during the summer of 1974 with a sample of inmates in jails in 

close proximity to Richmond, Virginia. The jails were atratified to in-

elude large and small, old and new, and rurat and urban jails. 

The inmates were predominantly male (95%). More than half (55.71.) were 

black, 42.5% white, and remaining 1.77. were of other races. Half were less 

than 23 years of age, and they ranged from ~5 to 78 years of age, with fewer 

than 15% over 40 years of age. As expe~ted with a young group, over half 

(58.4%) had never been married; 21.1% were married, and the balance were 

divorced, separated, or widowed. Half had 10 years of schooling or less; 

only 12.2% reported having any education beyond high school. Nearly half 

(48.6%) had incomes of less than $5,000 per year, although two inmates re-

ported incomes of over $25,000. 

Contrary to findings of many studies, two-thirds of the inmates reported 

being employed full-time at the time of arrest, while 7.6% were employed 

part-time, and 27.4% were unemployed. Two-thirds said they had been em-

ployed as semi-skilled employees or machine operators. 

Nearly two-thirds (61.8%) reported that this was their first time in 

jail. About one-third (34.2%) said they had served from one to 40 previous 

jail sentences. Over half (53.9%) had been on probation at least once. 

Over one"third were arrested for crimes against property, with burglary 

the most frequently reported offense (18.5%); 10.7% were in jail for drunken-

ness, vagrancy, or traffic violations. Drug offenRes accounted for 12.7% of 

the charges, and crimes against persons for 15.4% (murder and kidnapping, 

6.6%; and rape, 2.57.). 

it 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of the study reported herein was to gathe~ and,report 

data about the characteristics and circumstances of inmates in Virginia 

jails, in the hope that the data will be of use to the State's planners 

and lawmakers in their planning for the detention and tr"atment of 

lawbreakers. 

1'· • ,_.", 
.,.). ,.-. '" 

~ , 

The arrested lawbreaker has his first prison experience in the local 

jails. Presumably, this first experience will color his future response 

to whatever further experiences he may have. It also represents the 

first opportunity the State has to diagnose c~uses of anti-social acts 

and redirect behavior into channels that will be socially acceptable 

after the inmate's release from detention. It is at this point that 

diagnostic and background investigat~ons can be made as an aid to the 

courts in sentencing and case disposition. Obviously, the courts are 

interested not only in following and applying the law. but in applying 

it in a constructive manner that will reduce recidivism insof8.r as 

possible, protecting the rights of the public as well as the rights .of 

the accused. 

The data presented herein, it is hoped, will provide background for 

the planning of phYSical facilities as well as classification and treat-

ment program s • 
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The 1970 national jail census report concluded that across the 

i nation, one of the most striking deficiencies found in local jails is 

thn lack of educational and recreational facilities and programs (J.EAA,. 

1970*). Nearly nine out of every ten jails surveyed reported the ab-

sence of any form of educational programs. Likewise, 95 to 100 percent 

of the local jails across the United States did not provide any recre-

ational programs or facilities for inmates. 

West (1975*), in his report of the local jails of Virginia, sug-

gested that with the exception of tele,rision and radio, there are no 

substantial programs of recreation or rehabilitation available for the 

prisoners held in these facilities. He concluded that one of the most 

obvious fates facing inmates held in State jails is idlenes&--a state of 

existence which can serve no useful ,purpose and is in direct contradic-

tion to the recommendations of the 1967 Pre&ldent's Commission on Law 

Enforcement and Administration of Justice (President's Commission, 1967*). 

This commission advocated the development of rehabilitative programs in 

the jails in order to avoid the social segregation which results from 

increased exposure to the correctional process. 

* See references in Appendix. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

The Jail Inmate 

The 1970 Jail Census (LEAA, 1970) found that throughout t~e United 

States, tpe majority of persons he-,ld in local jails (90%) were adult 

males. The remaining 10% included adult females (5%) and juveniles (5%). 

Blacks comprised a disproportionately large part of the inmate populn-

tion, constituting 42% of the total jail inmate population, as compared 

to only 11% of the population of the United States (U. S. Department of 

Justice, 1972). Whites comprised 56% of the total jail population and 

others, especially American Indians and Orientals, 2%. 

The 1972 Survey of Inmates of Local Jails (U. S. Department ~f 

Justice, 1972) reported that almost one-half of the individuals held 

in the jails in the United States were between the ages of 19 and 29. 

Of these, one-fourth were in the 21~24 age group, while 9% were 18 years 

of age or less. Twenty-five percent of the jail inmates had an eighth 

grade education or less; roughly 40% of the inmates had entered but 

not graduated from high school; 25% had high scho.:..l diplomas; and 10% 

had had some college training (more than 12 years of education). 

The same report ( U. S. Department of Justice, 1972) also contains 

data on the inmate's marital status, occupation, and income. Roughly 

half of the inmates had never been married, about one-fourth were mar-

ried, and one-fourth were separated, divorced or widowed. Approximately 

two out of every five inmates were unemployed at the time of their arrest, 

whi1e three out of every ten inmates had been unemployed for over a year 

3 
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prior to their present offense. Of inmates who had been employed 

prior to their arrest, about 60% reported that their job was part-time. 

Incomes of 45% of the inmates were below the national poverty level for 

persons with no dependents--$1,999. Only 10% of the inmates reported 

incomes in excess of the 1972 U. S. median income of $9,255 While 6% 

had prearrest incomes in excess of $10,000. 

The offenses associated with the individuals incarcerated in the 

local jails were found to vary significantly by race. Specifically, 

blacks were more likely to have been charged with crimes of violence 

than were their white co-inmates. Forty-seven percent of the blacks 

awaiting trial were charged with kidnapping, rape, aggrav,ated assault, 
\ '. 
'.' murder or robbery. TIle portion of whites charged with these crimes was 

227.. 

For those inmates sentenced to serve time in the jailor awaiting 

transfer to a state institution, wh{tes were more likely to have been 

convicted of misdemeanor offenses and blacke of felonies. Of the three 
.-.... 

most common misdemeanor offenses (drunkenness or vag~ancy, traffic vio-

lations, and drug possession). 40% of the white inmatea had been con-

vic ted of these while only 24% of the black inmates were sentenced for 

such offenses. The proportion of black inmates sentenced for felony 

offenses was 367. as compared to 10% of the ~rhite inmate population. 

-- . Thomas Vocioo io 1973 brought toge~her much of the data then avail-

able on Virginia jails and inmates in a report entitled Virginia Jails: 

An Analysis ~d Compilation of ~ Statistics (Vocino,1973.) 

4 
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Characteristics of prisor>~rs committed to Virginia jails are re-

ported annually by the Department of Corrections in a report entitled 

Commitments ..!:£. County and City Jails and City Jail ~. 

As with the 1972 Survey £f Inmates of Local Jails (United 'States 

Department of Justice. 1972), the present study is an attempt to bring 

together in a systematic form, data on the persons incarcerated in the 

State's local jails. Like the national sample. it concerned its~lf with 

information on the individual's prearrest and postarrest history. 

METHODOLOGY 

Sample 

The data for the present study were obtained during the summer of 

1974 from interviews with 401 prisoners held in jails· in close proximity 

to Richmond, Virginia. The size and geographic distribution of the 

sample was limited by resources ava~lable for the study, however, efforts 

were made to obtain a sample that would be substantially representative 

of Virginia's jail inmate population. The jails visited were chosen on 

the basis of stratified sanlpling technique. Jails were stratified as to 

size (large-small). geographic location (urban-rura~), and condition 

(old-new). Thus, the jails selected were believed to represent a cross 

section of Virginia's total jail popUlation. The procedure utilized is 

outlined below: 

1. Jails with populations less than 15: all inmates 
interviewed 

2. Jails with~ulations ranging from 16 to 50: 
1 in every 2 inmates interviewed 

5 
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3. ,Tails with populations ranging from 51 to 200: 
1 in every 3 ip~tes interviewed 

4. Jaila with populetions over 200: 1 1n every 5 
iumates intervieHed. 

The above criteria ar.e the same as those employed by the U. S. 

Depar.tment of J!lstice (1972) in their survey of jail inmates. 

After the jails to be visited were selected in the above manner. 

inmates within each institution were randomly chosen for interview. 

Inmate participation was on a voluntary basis and there were certain 

other limitt~g fact04s, but efforts were made to avoid deviating from 

the chosen sample. 

Research Variables 

The following variables were studied: 

1. Socioeconomic Chara~teristic~ 

a. se.x 
b. race 
c. ethnic origin 
d. age 
e. marital status 
f. edu(.a tion 
g. income 
h. employment history 

(1) occupa tion 
(2) whether employed at time of pres,nnt commitment 

2. Offense 

~. offense lending to present commitment 
b. offen5£ leading to first jail sentence 

3. Prior Jail Sentences 

a. number' at previous sentences for drunkenness. vagrancy. 
or traffic uffenses 
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b. number of previous sentences for any offense 

4. Other Criminal Justice History 

a. number of times on probation 
b. time spent in jail during the 12 months prior to 

present commitment 
c. does inmate have lawyer or public defender 
d. participation in programs or activities at the institution 

Instrument 

The form used as an interview schedule for the collection of, data 

was Form SIJ-21 (5-24-72) Inmate Questionna~.-··Survey of Inmates of 

Local Jails of the Bureau of the Census;. U. S. Department of Commerce, 

Social and Economic Statistics Administration. 

Interviews were conducted by university students in summer employ-

ment, trained and supervised by an experienced project director. After 

interviews were finished, the dat~ were edited and coded by the same 

students preparatory to keypunching for computer processing. After 

coding and keypunchi.ng, the questionnaires were destt"oyed to maintain 

the confie" enUality promised to jail inmates in return for their coopera-

tien. No names or ether means of identif::ing individual inmates appeared 

on the punch~d cards turned over to the research staff of the Department 

of Corrections for analysis. 

FINDINGS 

Socioeconomic Characteristics 

a. Sex 

Jail inmates sampled for the preseot study were overwhelmingly male 

(95~). Only 20 of the 401 inmates interviewed were =emale as compared 



! , 

! 
I, 

i 
I 

i 
I 
I 

i 
I 

-... _, 

/ 

to 380 males. One questionnaire failed to report the s~~ of the inter-

viewea. 

b. Race 

The racial composition of the jail inmates occurring in the jails 

sampled is not as skewed as the sexual distribution. However, blacks 

were in the majority al.d comprised 55.77. of the sample. White inmates 

accounted for 42.5% of the sample. while the remaining 1.7% was made up 

of other racial groupings (e.g., Oriental). 

c. Ethnic Origin 

Only one percent of the inmates interviewed were of M~~ican (.5%) 

and other Spanish (.5%) descent. American Indians comprised 1.8% of the 

sample. The rest of the inmates (97.2%) were from other ethnic origins 

(Chinese, German, Italian, African. etc.) 

d. Age 

The median age for jail inmates in the sample was 22.98 years • 
. 

Therefore, 50% of the inmates sampled were younger than approximately 

23 years while a corresponding 507. were above 23 years of age. The ages 

reported ranged from a low of 15 to a high of 78. Five percent of the 

inmates were under the age of 18 while 31.2% were less tha~ 21 years of 

age. Only 14.4% of the jail inmates were older than 40 years of age. 

Thus, the inmates of local jails appear to be relatively young. 

e. Marital Status 

Of the 401 persons interviewed, more than half (58.47.) had never 

been married while 21.1% were married at the time of the interview. The 

remaining 20.6% had been married; of these, 9.4% were divorced. 8.4% were 

separated, and 2.8% were widowed. 

8 
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f. Education 

For inmates held in the local jails in Virginia, the data show 10 

as the median number of years of liS/chooling attended." The most frequent 
-" 

response was 12 years 6i: schooling attended. Note that the question 

relatec\ to "years attended" rather than "years completed.1t Of the 

inmates, 36.7% stated that they had not completed the last year of school 

that they attended. Included in the "12 years of schooling" category are 

a number of people who did not actually attend 12 years of formal educa-

tion but rather obtained a GED certificate. Two peopla in the samyle 

of 401 indicated that they had not attended any school (.5%), While a 

comparable number, two respondents (.5%h.reported that they had attended 

21 years of schooling. Of the entire sample. 12.2% reported school 

attendance in excess of 12 years. Thus, 12.2% of the inmates of local 

jails had attended school beyoad the high school level. 

g. Income 

Thirteen percent of the sample'had incomes of $1,000 or less, while 

1.2% stated that their pre-institutional income was $25.000 or more. 

Incomes less than $5,000 were indicated by 48.6% of the inmates incar-

cera ted in the jails around the State and 28.2% had incomes between 

$5,000 and $10,000. Only 8% of the sample reported incomes in excess of 

$10,000 with 6.8% between $10,000 and $25,000. 

h. Employment History 

The last set of variables to be considered in this report focuses 

on the individual's occupation and other employment information. The 

data indicate that 74.1% of the individuals in the sample ,.ere employed 

by private companies or :I,ndividuals before their incarceration. while 

9 
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12.5% were employed by government agencies (state, federal or local) and 

3.2% were self-employed. 

Two thirds (66.4%) had worked as semi-sltilled employees or machine 

operators t while 11.5% listed themselves as skilled manual employees. 

Two people (.57.) reported that they had been high executives, proprie-

tors of large concerns~ or major professionals. Business managers. 

proprietors of medium sized businesses and lesser professionals made up 

approximately one percent of the individuals interviewed while 4.5% of 

the inmates reported working as clerical and sales workers, technicians 

and ownerR of small businesses. 

When asked if the "above cited work~s their usual occupation, 49.9% 

responded affirmatively while 40.6% responded in the negative. The 

majority of the inmates considered their usual occupation to be uithin 

the area of semi-skjlled labor and machine operatioas. 

During the interview, each inmate was questioned as to whether he 

was actually employed at the time he entered the jail; 27.47. said they 

were unemployed at the time of their arrest. 63.7% had been employed on 

a full-time basis and 7.6% had been employed part-time. 

Offense 

a. Offense Leading to Present Commitment 

The 'offenses analyzed in this section are those reported to the data 

collection team by the inmate. Only the first offense repol:ted will be 

considered in the analysis. The reader, therefore. is alerted to the 

underestimation of the offenses reported herein. 

10 
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For analysia, offenses were grouped into categories. Five offense 

categories will thus be employed in the present analysis: (1) Drunken~' 

nesa, Vagrancy and Traffic Violations, (2) Drug Offenses, (3) Crimes 

Against Property (e.g., grand larcency, auto theft), (4) CrimeS Against 
• 

Persons (e.g., murder and robbery). and (5) Other Offenses. Under "other 

offenses" come such crimes as possession of or receiving stolen goods, 

failure to appear, and escape. For more details on the crimes included 

in this and other categories, the reader 1s referred to Appendix One. 

The data indicate that 10.7% of the inmates were there as a result 

of drunkenness, vagrancy or traffic violations-- 4.1% were there for 

traffic violations and 6.6% for drunkenness and vagrancy. However, in 

contrast to findings of some other studies, the largast groups of 

offenses charged against the individuals held in these facilities come 

under the heading of Crimes Against Property (37.57.). Crimes against 

persons accounted for 15.4% of the tndividuals in the sample, while drug 

charges or sentences accounted for 12.7Z. 

Burglary was the most frequently reported offense, listed by 18.5% 

of the inmates interviewed. The second highest reported offense was 

robbery, which accounted for 10.2% of the detentions. Crime listed Under 

the "other" category were reported by 11. 9% of the individuals questioned, 
.' 

however, due to its rather ambiguous nature, :it cannot be considered in 

the same frame of reference with burglary and robbery. Following robbery 

and burglary in frequency came forgery and fraud (7.4%). Some of the 

more severe crimes against persons--murder and kidnapping (6.6%) ··,nd rape 

. (2.5%)--accounted for'9.1% of the commitments. 

11 

~-



I ":" 

/ 

/ 

" 

--' 
.,..' 

•• 1 

~-

i 
I 
l 
I' 

~ , 
! 
1 
I 
I 

I 
I 

" ••. , ,~ ~ .~ "~'""I -_. ---'--.,----_. ~. 

b. Offense Leading to First Jail 3entence. 

Looking deeper into the inmate's past history in the criminal justice 

system, the present study examined the nature of the offense which led 

to his or her first jail sentence. As sbove, the offenses were cate

gorized into five groupings (Drunkenness, Vagrancy snd Traffic Violations; 

Drug Offenses; Crimes Against Property; Crimes Against Persons; and Other 

Offenses). 

The data reveal that crimes against property accounted for 33.8% 

of the first sentences received by inmates interviewed, crimes in the 

"other" ca.tegory, (e.g., possession of or receiving stolen goods, failure 

to appear, etc.) were responsible for 20.8% of first senti::r:=es received 

by the inmates. Next in order of their prevalence came "crimes against 

persons" (19.1%) "drunkenness. vagrancy and traffic violations" (10.1%) 

and "drug offenses" (6.4%). 

Within the categories, burglar~ accounted for the l~rgest number 

(20.1%) of first sentences. It will be recalled that this offense also 

accounted for the highest proportion of p~ior commitments. The next 

most frequent offense was auto theft, which accounted for 7.2% of the 

first commitments. Drug possession or use accounted for 5.0%. The 

least frequent first offenses were rape (.7%), non7support (.7%) drug 

sales (.7%), and other relat~d drug offenses not covered under the heading 

of sales or possession (.7%). 

12 
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Prior Jail Sentences 
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u. Number of Previous Sentences for Drunkenness. Vagrancy or 
Traffic Offenses 

The 1970 national census report on local jails (LEAA, 1970) sug-

gested that among the moat common and repeated uffcnses for which 1ndivid-

uala are committed to local jails are alcohol related offenses (e. g.t 

vagrancy). Therefore. one of the most interesting pieces of data 

collected on the inmates of Virginia's jails concerns the individual's 

history of such offenses. 

Of the persons interviewed, 31.7% had previously served time for 

drunkenness, vagrancy or traffic offenses; 64.1% stated that they had not 

served time for any of the aforementioned. offense3; and 4.2% did not: 

respond. While juveniles, 6.7% of respondents had served one sentence 

for those offenses; 1.2%, 2 sentences, 2.0%. 3 sentences; and 1.6% from 

~ to 15 sentences. 

A.c. adults, 12.5% had served one prior jail sent'euce for drunkenness, 

vagrancy. or traffic offenses; 5.2% had served 2 sentences; 2.0%, 3 sen-

tences; and 6.9% had served from 4 to 31 sentences for those offenses, 

according to their reports. 

b. Number of Previous Sentences for Any Offenses 

The next question asked hbout the number of prior jail sentences for 

any offense, including juvenile jail sentences for drunkenness, vagrancy 

and traffic offense .• Roughly one-third (34.2%) of the inmates inter-

viewed reported that they had served prior time in local jails or deten-

13 



." 

" 
I. 

;1 

{,,,.- '-' >,"/ 
I 

I 
"+ -'t· 

/ 
I 
'f, 

I 

. ----. .. 

/ .... / 
"-

>--... 

I " 

"' ."-

""\" 

, 

I 
I 

tion facilities (includes both juvenile and adult offenders); 61.8% 

reported no previous jail sentences for any offense; while 4% failed to 

respond. Of those responding, 20.7% reported one previous sentence; 7.5%, 

2 previous sentences; 3.7%, 3 sentences; and 3.5% reported from 4 to 40 

previous jail sentences. 

Other Criminal Justice History 

a. Number of Times on Probation 

Of the people interviewed, 53.9% had been on probation at least once 

while 41.1% reported that they had never been placed on probationary sta-

tus. They reported having served from a to 15 probationary terms 

as adults and from 0 to 17 terms as juveniles. 

~Of thos~ individuals who had been placed on probation prior to their 

present commitment, 20.2% had been so placed once before as a juvenile 

and 19.5% as an adult, while approximately 2.5% of the inmates had been 

placed on probation two times as juveniles and .7%, two times as adults. 

b. Time Spent in Jail During the 12 Months Prior to Present Commitment 

When asked whether they had served time during' the 12 months preced-

ing their present incarceration, 68.8% responded in the negative. However, 

even though the majority of inmates qlJestioned had not served jail terms 

during the 12 months leading up to their present status, a sizable number 

(30.77.) reported that they had spent time in jail before their present 

detainment. 
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c. Does Inmate Have Lawyer or Public Defender? 

Each inmate was asked whether or not he had acquired legal coun-

sel, either private or public. The majority (78.6%) stated that an 

attorney had represented them in court. The r~lning individuals (21.4%) 

had not obtained legal representation at the time of the interview. The 

data did not reveal whether the inmate intends to seek the assistance of 

a lawyer, 

, 
\.I. Participation in Programs or Activities at the Institution 

Each inmate was asked whether or not he or she participated in 

programs (educational programs, rehabilitative programs. etc.) within 

the jail. Only 8.7% of the inmates interviewed indi~ated that they par-

ticipated in such programs. This figure reflects findings of other 

studies (West. 1975) that few programs exist for jail inmates. 

CONCLUSION 

In summary, the present study investigated the social and criminal 

histories and personal characteristics of those persons serving time or 

being held in Virginia's local jails. Interviews were conducted with a 

sample of 401 jail inmates, using the Inmate Questionnaire developed in 

1972 by the United States Bureau of the Census. 

The data revealed that the typical jail inmate was male, young, Un-

educated, worked as a semi-skilled employee or machine operator, had 

never been married and was charged with an offense against property. 

Slightly over half of the inmates in the sample were black. 
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Slightly more than one-third of the individuals in the sample had 

served sentences prior to their current detention. About one-third bad 

served prior terms for drunkenness or crimes often associated with the 

use of alcohol. such as vagrancy and traffic ~olationB. 

Finally, in contrast to the stereotype of 8 jail inmate, nearly two-

thirds of the inmates in the sample reported that they had been employed 

on a full-time basis prior to apprehension • 
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APPENDIX ONE 

Categories of Offenses 

DRUNKENNESS. VAGRANCY. DISORDERLY CONDUCT, TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS' 

Include entries such as intoxication, insobriety, inebriate, drunkenness, 
vagrancy, loitering, disorderly conductD breach of the peace, disturbing 
the peace, unlawful assembly and inciting to riot. 

Include any moving or nonmoving violation such as speeding, driving with
out a license, reckless driving, drunk driving or driving while under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol, automobile manslaughter, hit and run, and 
any other trRffic offenses. 

Include any entry of possession or use of any drug, such as possession of 
marijuana, heroin use, possession of heroin paraphenalia, use of cocaine, 
use of narcotics, possession of barbiturates, opium, amphetamines, or 
hallucinogens, glue sniffing, and so forth. 

Includ~ allY entry for tlle sale of any drug or narcotic, such as sale of 
narcotics or selling marijuana. 

Includa any entries for drug offenses for which you cannot determine 
whether it is for possession (or use) or for selling. Examples are 
entries such as druJ abuse, narcotics violation. and narcotics. 

CRIHES AGAINST PROPERTY 

Include entries such as robbery, armed robbery, attempted robbery, stick
up, holdup, heist. strong arm, mugging or highway hijacking. 

Include entries such as burglary, attempted burglar.y, break~ng and enter
ing and illegal entry. 

Include entries of grand larceny or grand theft. and attempted grand 
larceny or grand theft. 

Include entries of petty larceny or petty theft, and attempted petty 
larceny or petty theft. 

Include entries of larceny or theft, and attempted larceny or theft. 
which do not indicate whethe~ petty or grand. Also include entries such 
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CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY (Continued) 

as theft by taking, purse-snatching, snatch and grab. and shoplifting, 
where there is no indication of whether grand or petty. 

Include entrie!1 such 8a auto (car) theft, vehicle theft, truck theft. 
attempted auto (car). truck or vehicle theft. or unauthoriz~d use of a 
motot: vehicle. 

Include theft of a motorcycle or other motorized vehicle. Do not incluqe 
thefts of bicycles. sled and so forth. 

Include entries such as forgery, forging a check, bad check, insufficient 
funds, theft by deception, counterfeiting, misuse of credit cards, 
uttering, paper hanging. swindling, confidence game, and so fo~th. 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSON 

. Include entries such as aggravated assault, assault with a deadly weapon, 
attempted assault with a deadly weapon, assault with intent to ldll. 
assault resulting in serious injury, or attempted aggravated assault. 

Include entries such as simple assault, minor assault, intimidation, 
assault and battery, battery or attempted simple assault. 

Include entries such as murder, attempted murder. manslaughter, homicide, 
or kidnapping. 

Includes entries such as rape, attempted rap·e, and carnal knowledge by 
force. 

OTHER OFFENSES 

Include entries such as possession of pr receiving stolen goods, arson, 
probation violation, resisting arrest, misdemeanor, malicious mischief. 
failure to appear, escape, gambling, embezzlement, commercialized sex 
(prostitution, pimping, keeping a house of ill-repute, etc.), making 
liquor, as well as any other entries which cannot be coded under any of 
the above headings. 

Include entries such as non-support, child support, non-payment of alimony. 
abandonment or' desertion. 
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SURVEY OF INMATES OF LOCAL JAILS 

INMATE QUESTIONNAIRE 

A. InterViewer's name 

B. Name of lnsti tution 

C. Control No. 

D. Inmate's name 

E. Date 

F. Noninterview reason 

Comments 
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Palo 1 
1. Sex 8. Now I am going to oJ!cyou comg qllc~tlon$ about 

@ 1 [J Male 
your proQent imr-risonment. (Pause) For what 
oHon,e arQ you now being hold? Any o'''.r$? 

2 Cl Female @CIJ I. 
2a. Roc .. 

@)CIJ <§) , [J White 2. 

z 0 Negro or Black ®[TI 3. 

3 LJ Other @CD 4. 
b. What is your Itthnie: origin ar delceRt? 

@CIJ (Read list. if necessary) 5. 

® • CMexican 
9. When werll! fOU first admlHod to an inltitutian 

z 0 Other Spanish fOf thh (tho&lt) prcllltnt offenu{ s)? 

3D American Indian @ CO IT] CD 
40 Other (Chinese, German, Italian. Monch Day Yellr 

Negro. or African. etc.) 
10. Ar. you being held fOf athor au~lto,ities? 

3. What is your dot. of birth? ® '0 No -Skip to 12 

OJ OJ IT] (008) 2 DYes 
Month Day Year 

@ (AGE) 
1 I. For whom are you being held? 

@ 
4. Aro yOIl now married, widowOl7d, divorced, 

1 0 Federal authorities 

I8porotlltd, or nlllv,,, married? @ z 0 Mi/i'tary authorities 

@ , D Married @ 3 0 State authorities 

z 0 Widowed @ 40 Probation authorities 

1 D Divorced @ 50 Parole Board 

4 0 Separated • @ a 0 Other - SpecifY7 

50 Never married 

5. What is the high.nt gradet or yetar of 
urgulor school you havif ev.r attended? @ 70 Don't know 

000 Never attendeo C}Sk' 7 12. Ar., you owoiting imrnodioto tranlfer to 
Kindergarten ,p to anothor institution' 

<ill) 
Elementary (01-08) 

@ 'ONo 

20 Yes - Skip to 28 
Hi gh school (09-12) 13. Ar. y.ou now unlenc:cd to "'rve tim4t? 

College (21-26.) <ill) 10 No -Skip to 19 

6 . Did you complert" 'hot grad. (yead? 20 Yes - When ..... rlll you SClntlltnc"d? 7 
@ , 1 1 No @ IT] CD CD 

:1 1 Yes Month OilY Year 

7. Did you eov .. " ur ... e in th. U.S. Armed Fotcu? 14. Whot is tho total length of your s.nt<tnce? 

@ , 1 1 No @ Days 

.11 1 y"" ' Wh ... n did you settV"?]' @ Months (§)rn @ Years ,-
22 
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• 15. D~ you now work ouUidct this institution 
in (I work·rel.aslO program? 

I 0 No - Skip co 16 

aOYes -, 

What wal the bo~lnnln9 dato? 

[I] [I] IT] 
Manm Day Ycar 

Whot is the ending date? 

CIJ [IJ 
Month 'rear 

... 

Skip 
I<- to 
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I_ t \"~J: ,.:'... '" ~ .~\... ~"f..;.~ •• 
16. Is today a Saturday or Sunday? 

@ 10 No - Skip to /8 

2oYes-Askl7 

17. Art, you SGr ... ing your sent.n~" on wetl'kends only? 

, L.J No 

2 DYes? 

Whot was th€l beginning dot.,? 

CD CD II] 
Month Day Year 

What i a tho ending dot,,? 

co CTI CD 
Month Day Year 

lB. Ani you owaltin~ Ilppelll from this nnt.nce? 
That is, oro you going to 90 to ~ourt again 
for thi 5 sont.nco? 

IONO} 
2 DYes 

Skip to 26 

19. Have you b".n trilld in court and oro now 
waiting for a untonce? 

@ loNo 

2 DYes - Skip to 26 

2{). Arlit you aWlliting trial? 

@ 'ONo 

20 Yes - Skip to 22 

___ ... _ .. ,_ ..... _____ ... __ .. " ___ ~_ .... r ... "~"~' 

21. Ha .... you opp~arGd b .. foro a judge, mogistrotGl, 
or commlulonllr? 

loNo 

a 0 Yes - What wal the dot. -, 

C.L..! rn rn 
t-' onth OilY Year 

22. lioi ball ~lIon llit ~or you? 

@ , 0 No - Skip to 26 

@ 

@) 

@ 

. 

20 Yes - On what date was the ball s.t? 7 

rn rn rn 
Month Day Yellr 

23. What was the amount of thl1 bail ut by the 
iudge, magistrate, or commlujaner? 

$ .00 

x 0 Don't know 

24. How much would you ha .... to pay 11 bond,rnan 
to get out an boil? 

$ .00 

X 0 Don't know 

25. Did you try to cantllct (I bondsman? 

o No - Why didn't you try? 

I 0 Knew couldn't afford 

2 0 Had money; couldn't find bonds~an 

3 0 Paro;e hold; couldn't be released 

.. 0 Other - Specify 

------------~-----------------

DYes - Who' happeMa? 

I 0 Couldn't afford bond 

20 Couldn't find bondsman willIng 
to give bond 

3 0 Other - Speci(y _________ _ 

............ 

~----------~----------~--------~--~--~~---26. Do you/did yall hov. a lawyer or public: def.nd.,? 

@ ,DNa 

Yes - Did you or your family ha"'l1 to 
pay for 'he lawyer', ,.rvlcu? 

2oNo 

, DYes L-________________________ ~ ________________________ ~'_~ 
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27. Ar. you in any programs Of octlvitin at this @'ONo 
IRatitution. Itlch ali vocatiQncl froining. pretrial 

20 Yes -SpecifY7 lntorvlIIlI,jon programs, educ:atiol1ol cou"e" group 
cOUllleling, etc.? @)ITJ I. 

@)CD 2. 

®[IJ 3. 

28. Tho qu,ntionG 1 am now going to GIlt you conco,n @ , 0 No - Skip to 29 
senf<tncos previous to this onlll. (Pause) Have 
yeu over be/1m sfln'''""ed before ~o servo time In z 0 Yes p 
c county or city loil, ,.,format!),)'. or workhouse 

( 

for drunlutn.ss, vograncy, or 'roffic offcrn!HlIs? tiow meny tiMes as 0 juv,,"nilo?-, 

INTERVIEWER! Do not include this time, or other @ 
times when held pending trial, before bail, etc. 

How mon)' tim", ali an adult? 7 

@) 

@) 

@) 

@V 

@ 

@) 

. 
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29. Havo you ever be!:n unfenced blrfor~ to serve time In a county or city /<:Iil, worlthou$o, 
or reformatory for any oHGlnllu? Include /uvctnilo oHen"l. 

(ill) 00 No - Skip to 31 
Yes - How many timOl? 

(Ask 300-d) 

300. What 10 the ntt:l!., of th. 'ns,'tv- b. In what Slo'. c. \'thaI WOI Ih. I.nglh d. Fo. whol off.nao was Ihl. 
tion 10 ""'Ieh yo., w.,ra BC':nloncod Is thla of Ihla aentonc.? .en'oneo? 
th. flr.t tl/8.? (Tho Ulcand time, In Ititvtlon? 
.tc.l Oily: I Months I Yeau 

@UJ (fB)UJ @ :® I@) @)UJ 
I. 

I I 
I I 

@)LU @)UJ ® I@ 
I 

I@ 
I 

@UJ 
2. I : I 

@LU @>LU @) l@ :@ @UJ 
3. I I 

I I 

@UJ @)LU @) :§ @UJ -:@J 
I I 

"I. I I 

@lLU @UJ @ :@ 
I 

:@) 
I 

@LU 
5. I I 

@)LU @UJ @ l@ I@> @lLU 
I I . 

6. I I 
· ..... 

CoM/nil.., on peg ... 8 if more than $ix (6) 

31. Have you \tvor boon untonced to urn tim'l in a STATE PRISON, FEDERAL OR STATE 
PENITENTIARY, OR REFORMATORY? Inelude juvonilct oHonus, 

@ o 0 No - Skip to 33 
Yes - How many t1mos'i 

(Ask 32o-d) 

320. Who' I. 'h .. nom. of 'he Instltv. b. In whet Srot. c. Whal waS I". I"nglh d. For what of/enlle wa. thle 
lion 10 which you "'0'0 •• "Ienced I. Ihl~ of Ihis ' • .,nlenc.,? aen'""c,,1 
tho first lime? (The ucond lime, Institution? 
otc.) Days I Monlhs I Yea" 

@UJ @LLI @) :@ :® @llJ 
I I 

I. I I -
@UJ @)UJ @ l@ :@ @l-U 

I l 
2, I I 

®LU @UJ @) l@ 
I 

l@ 
I 

®LU 
3. I I 

I I 

@UJ @)LLJ (ill) :@) :@ @LU 
I I 

-4. I I 

@)LlJ @UJ @) I@) :@ @UJ 
I I 

5, I I 

@UJ @)UJ @ i@ 1@ 
I 

@Ll.J 
6. I : I 

Continue on page 8 il morlt than six (6) 

usco""",oc 

\ '. 25 

_-----....o _____ :.lL ~_ 



0, 

/' . 
./ " 

~. 

,~' 
;~ 

/ 
j , 
{"r 
, I 

I: 
\ 

.1 . \ , 

-/,' 
-:/', 

/ ' /, 

/ 

~ .. -.. 

... 
J. ". 

~ 

~ 
~ 
~ 

f ~, 

i 
~ 
j 

/., --_ .. ", , . .." 

• - ... ..,.' .• ,.. 1" '. 1<" ... " ~ ~ .... - .. 

.f 
/ I 

~~te..""~"""'''''''''''''';JiI:5''''_'I''''' __ • _____ ._'_' ___ ''_. __ . _~ ~ .... ~" 
~P~.~I;O~6~-_· ___ ··_·· ____________ -__ ~ ____ ~ __________ r-__ ~~~~ __ ~~ ____ ~~~~~~ ________ -, ___ 

33. Hay. you e ... , blron Of! probafion .ltherol a 37. How long had you worlted at thil job or 
luv!IInilo 01 on adult? (Do not include paroles.) bUIlriGU? 

@ I l.:J No - Go to 34 

z CJYes 7 

How many tim •• (I' 0 luvenile? 

o [J None 

How mony tllll01.l alan adult? 

.0 [INane 

@ Weeks 

@ Months 

___ Yean @) 
~~----------------------------------~---38. For whom did you work? 

(Name of company, business, organization, 
or other employer) 

1(]~~~~~====~~--------~--~~~~~7,Tn~~~F=~.-~ 39. WhC!t kind of busin&u or induilihy WOI thot? 
34. The 10lt group of quostions concerns your (For el':ample, T.V, and radio manufacturing. 

fttIIployment history and income. (Pause) shoe store. farm) 
At till!' time YOII w!IIre odmittctd to an Institution 
fot the P'OUl'lt offcmu( r.), did you haye a job 
or bu.inns. eith.r full. or port.time? @ I I I I (Industry) 

@ loNo 

Yes - Was if full. or part.time? 

2 CJ Full~time } 
Skip to 37 40. Were you employed by: 

1 [J Part-time '. r.";;\ 
~-~~--""""7'""----::---::--.-----f ® 

35. Whot were YO\l doing at that time? 
, 0 Private company, business, or indlYiduol 

for wages, salary, or commiuia"s? 

, t. I NothIng 

2 \ • \ Looking for work 

l CJ GOing to school 

4 [j Unabl e to work 

sOOther - Specify 7 

2 0 Federal, Slaht, county or local 
governmotnt? 

l 0 Your own business, prolenionol practice 
or form? 

4 0 A family business or form, without pay? 

~--'----------------------------------~I---41. What kine! of work were you doing? 
(For example, tru-:k driver, steck c:erk, tyPIst) 

I I I I (Occupation) 

.----------------------------------- ~---------------------------------------------~----
36. When did you los' work at a job Of businoss 

lasting at least two conneu!i ... " weeks? 
Exclude work done whil. in jail. 

1 I I Never worked at all } 

2 l: I Never worked two Skip co 44 
conseCutive weeks 

'I I Before 1967 

, t' 11967 or later - Specify month and 
year When Job ended 7 

OJ rn 
Month Yea, 

42. What were your most important activities or 
dUiin? (F or e)(ampl e, typing. filing. sell iog 
cars, finishing concrete, washing dishes) 

43. II thir. the kind of work you usually do? 

@ I 0 Yes - Skip to 44 

2 CJNo - What i5? ___________ _ 

@ ! I I 1 (Occupation) 

26 
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44. In tho yoor befoul you wIn .. admitted to IfQ 

institution for the pr.unt cHenue I) ..... bert 
waa your main source of income? 

@ , l:J Walles and salaries 

2 I ~ I Soci al Securi ty 

, C I Welfare 

4 [I Other 

45. What .,.,os your toto I income during the 12 mcntns 
before you wer. imprlsonod for the present 
offcmse( ,)? 

@ 1 [J Under SI.ooo 

z 0 $ 1,000 to 1.999 

3[.1 2,000 to 2,999 

4 CJ 3,000 to 3,999 

sO 4,000 to 4,999 

60 5.000 to 5.999 

.7D 6,000 to 7,499 

aD 7,500 to 9.999 

'0 10,000 to 11,999 

100 12,000 to 14.999 

"0 15,000 to 19,999 

1:<0 20,000 to 24.999 

130 25,000 and over 

46. Did you spend any tim .. in jail during the 12 
months beforlt you .,.,\11,.1 imprisoned for this 
(these) offense(s)? 

@) IDNo 

2 CJ Yes 7 

How much timo? 

@ Weeks 

(ill) Months 

.-GPO '30.,.7 

/t 

41. What Vial tho incomo of othe, Rlfl.tbe" of you, 
fomily WITH WHOM YOU WERE LIVING during 
the 12 months before you we,e imprisoned? 

@) , [1 Under 51,000 

2 t.:.J $ ',000 to 1,999 

, [':'1 2,000 to 2,999 

4CI 3,000 to 3,999 

110 4,000 to ".999 

GO 5,000 ~o s,m 
7[J 6,000 to 7,499 

eO 7.500 to 9,999 

.t.:J /0,000 to 11,999 

to Cl 12,000 to 14.999 

110 15,000 to 19.999 

1Z0 20,000 to 24.999 

130 25.000 and over -

14 0 Not Ii lIing with family members 

1 II 0 Don't know 

48. How many peopl" were you tupporting bcrfortt 
yo-u went acimittoltd, other than yourulf? 

@) 00 None - END INTERVIEW 

Number 7 
• Aro thelY now rocf:iying public 

auistance or on welfaro? 

@ , oNo 

2 DYes 

INTERVIEWER - End interview and thank 
respondent for his cooperation. 

@ 

@ 

@) 

@> 

@ 

@ 

@ 
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c PO.illa Pog! 5- ontJnued 

COtdl'lty or city loll workho~u Of reformatory (Contll'lll~) 

300. Whot '11 'ho nmnll of tho Inu"l1.1- b. In what Stot .. c. WhQ' WQe tite ''''''9'" d. 1'0 • ..rna' 0"011811 WOll rilllI 

tlon to _hlch yOU _111m lI01Itllnc:ed II Ihl. of .nl. Gon'lI>ncei' • ...,' •• II:O? 
Ih" flrllt lime? (Thill aecond 11..,,111, In.,ltutlon? 
IIIle.) Days \ MonthS I 'flllarS 

@>IJ.J @)UJ @ :@) :@> @[D 
I I I , , 

7. I I 

®UJ @)LU @ :@) :@ @UJ 
I I 
I , 

B. 
I I 
I I 

f@111 @)UJ @ :@ :@ @LU 
I I 
I I 

9. I I 

@)UJ @UJ @ i@> :@ 
I 

@O-J 
I I 
I I 

10. I , 
@LU ®5ITJ ® :<§) 

I 
:@) 
I 

@LU. 
I I 

". I I 
I ! 

@)LU ®LLJ @ :@ :@ @LU 
I I 
I I 

12. : I . 
StQt~ prillon, Foderal or State p;Jnihmtiary, or reformatory (Ccntinu.d) • 

320. Whot I. th- namo of {he 'nalltu-
lion 10 which you "'aro •• nt.need 
Ih. fI,,, tIme? (Th. ",""end II",e, 
elc.) 

@UJ 

7. 

@LlJ 

8. 

@LU 

9. 

@LU 

10. 

@)UJ 
II. 

@UJ 

12. 

b. In wha' S',,'e c. Whot.wes tha lenllth 
I.Ih,. pf thl. "'n'-"':'? 
In"ltullen? 

Days j Month$ I Yeers 

@UJ @ :@ 
I 
I 
I 

@UJ @ :@ 
I 
I 
I 

@)TTI @) :@ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

@)LlJ @ :@ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

@-U] @ 1@ 
I 
I 
I 

@ITJ @ :@ 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Continue WI th Q. 33 on page 6 
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d. For whot ollan.e waa Ihla 
.enlence? 

@)LU 

@)q=J 

@lIJ 

@UJ 

@LU 

@)LIJ 

-
UICO ...... ·OC 

I 

i 
I 




