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INTRODUCTION 

One essentia.l element of a traffic safety program is a thorough 
analysis of accidents which occur within the traffic system. If 
causal factors can be identified from past accidents; some future 
accidents may be prevented. 

Our analysis of accidents traditionally has been based upon the 
written accident reports of the involved parties, and upon the report 
of a police investigation for those accidents sufficiently serious to 
warrant such an investigation. More recently some more extensive in
vestigations have been undertaken, especially in determining the 
significa~ce of alcohol and/or drugs as fa.ctors in fatal accidents. 
This Commentary deals with the legal framework for our accident analy
sis system. It reviews state laws relating to accident reports and 
accident investigations in the context of comparable provisions of 
the Uniform Vehicle COde. l / 

state laws reviewed are those current as of January 1, 1975. 
Provisions of the Uniform Vehicle Code discussed reflect revisions 
of the Code made by the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws 
and Ordinances in 1975. 

WHAT ACCIDENTS ARE REPORTABLE 

Where Accident Laws Apply 

The Uniform Vehicle Code specifically provides that the accident 
laws apply both on and off the highways. The first section of chapter 
10, which deals with accidents and accident reports, provides a.s follows;: 

The provisions of this chapter shall ap~lY upon 
highways and elsewhere throughout the State.£! 

TWenty-three states, like the Code, have statutes which specifi
cally provide that accident scene duties and accident reporting re
quirements apply both on and off the highways anywhere in the state: 

AriZona Illinois Mississippi Rhode Island 
Arkansas Indiana Montana South Carolina 
California Iowa New Hampshire]! Utliih 
Colorado Kansas New Jersey Washington 
Hawa·ii Maryland New Mexico Wyoming 
Idaho Minnesota Oklahoma 
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~ Another 14 jurisdictions probably give their accident laws 
application both on and off the highways anywhere in the state, but 
the laws do not contain a provision comparable to UVC § 10-101 spe
cifically providing for such application for all accident laws. 
Rat~er these laws are silent as to the application of the accident 
requirements or contain provisions similar to the Code section which 
apply to some but not all of the state's accident requirements. None 
of these laws specifically restricts the application of any of the 
accident requirements. In the absence of any such restrictions, the 
al:!cident laws in these states would probably be construed as applying 
everywhere in the state, both on and off the highways.41 The 14 juris
cUctions are: 

Alabama 
Alaska 
Georgia 
Louisiana 
Maine 

Nevada 
New York 
North Dakota 
Ohio 

Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
South Dakota 
Virginia 
District of Columbia 

Thus in the 37 jurisdictions listed above, all accident laws are 
probably~pplicable to all accidents occurring in the state, either on 
or off the highway, on either public or private property. In the' re
maining 14 states some or all of the accident laws are specifically 
restrict<ed in their application. Many of these laws apply only to 
accidents which occur on the highways or other public or semi-public 
places Hhere vehicles are normally operated. Note that in some of 
these s(.::ates, some of the laws ax-e not restricted in application and 
thus probably apply to all accidents occurring anywhere in the state. 
The .14 states and the restrictions specified in the laws are as follows: 

C,.:mnecticut -- § 14-224 on duties at the scene of an accident 
does r,ot indicate where it applies, but it may be interpreted to 
exclude accidents occurring on private property.51 Section 14-225 
on aC'.::idents involving drivers of non-motor vehicles, and § 14-108 
on written accident reports, apply only to vehicles operated on a 
high'\'l'ay or in an off-street parking area open to public use with or 
without payment of a fee. 

Delaware -- A law dealing with accidents resulting in property 
damnge applies "on the public highways." Other provisions on acci
den'l~s and accident reports do not indicate where they apply. Thus 
most of the accident laws in Delaware probably apply to accidents 
occurring anywhere in the state. 

Florida -- A general prov~s~on suggests that the accident laws 
a~'iply on public ways "and wherever vehicles have the right to travel." 
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Kentucky -- Provisions on duties at the scene of an accident 
refer to accidents occurring "on a highway," but provisions on acci
dent reporting contain no such limitation. 

Massachusetts -- A law on leaving the scene of an accident 
applies lIupon any way or in any place to which the public has a right 
of access, or upon any way or in any place to which members of the 
public have access as invitees or licensees." A law on written acci
dent reports and a law requiring a driver to exhibit his license at 
the scene of an accident do not indicate where they apply. 

Michigan -- A general law provides that the accident laws apply 
only on the highways unless a different place is specifically referred 
to in a particular law. A law requiring drivers to stop at the scene 
of an accident causing personal injury or death applies "upon either 
public or private property, when such property is open to travel by 
the public." Another law which requires a driver who collides with 
any other vehicle to stop and notify the owner or operator applies 
"upon either public or private property. II Other accident laws are 
silent as to their application and thus apply only on the highways 
due to the general provision. 

Missouri -- A law describing the duties of a driver at the scene 
of an accident refers to "a vehicle on the highway," and a law requir
ing accident reports refers to lithe operator of every motor vehicle 
which is in any manner involved in an accident within this state, 
upon the streets or highways thereof ..•• " 

Nebraska -- A law defining an operator's duty at the scene of 
an accident applies lIupon either a public highway, private road, or 
private drive. II rr.he law on written accident reports does not indicate 
where it applies. 

North Carolina -- A law on striking an unattended vehicle refers 
to lIany street or highway of this State." Other provJ.sJ.ons on acci
dents and accident reports do not indicate where they apply_ 

Tennessee -- Accident and accident report laws apply "exclusively 
. upon the highways. II 

Texas -- Accident and accident report laws apply upon highways, 
pUblic places, roads of water districts, and upon roads or parking 
areas provided by business establishments, without charge, for the 
convenience of customers, clients or patrons. 
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Vermont -- A general law provides that all accident laws apply 
upon the public highways only, except where a different place is 
specifically referred to. None of the accident laws specify any 
broader application. 

West Virginia -- § l7C-2-l is in verbatim conformity with the 
Code, providing that the provisions of articles "four and five" 
(containing accident and accident report laws) shall apply upon 
highways and elsewhere throughout the state. However, the section 
on written accident reports (§ l7C-4-7), specifically applies to 
accidents "occurring on the public highways of this StaLte. II 

Wisconsin -- Accident and accident report laws apply on high
ways and on "all premises held out to the public for use of their 
motor vehicles, whether such premises are publicly or privately 
owned and whether or not a fee is charged for the use thereof. II 

What Is An Accident 

The Uniform Vehicle Code does not define the term "accident.1I 
Generally the Code's accident duties apply to "the driver of any 
vehicle involved in an accident." 

Several states have defined the term "accident" or a comparable 
term in their laws. These laws provide as follows: 

Arkansas -- The law defines the term "traffic accidents" as 
follows: 

Accidents occurring to persons, including pedes
trians; motor vehicles; and animals, incidental to and 
as a consequence of the flow of vehicles and pedestrians 
along the public highways, roads, and streets of Arkansas. 6/ 

Indiana -- The law defines "accident" as follows: 

The term "accident" shall mean and include acts 
and omission to act which are intentional, wilful and 
wanton conduct or done with a reckless disregard for 
the rights of others, negligent, excusable under the 
law, or unpreventable or unforeseeable.2/ 

Ohio The law provides as follows: 

"Accident" or "motor vehicle accident" means 
any accident involving a motor vehicle which results 

- 4 -



., 

in bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage 
to the property of any person in excess of one hUndred 
fifty dollars.~ 

Vermont -- For purposes of a section requiring written acoident 
reports only, the law provides as follows: 

As used in this section the word "accident" refers 
only to incidents and events in which the motor vehicle 
involved comes into physical contact with a person, ob
ject or another motor vehicle. 9/ 

INFORMATION EXCHANGE AT THE SCENE 

The Uniform Vehicle Code provides that a driver of a vehicle 
involved in an accident must stop and provide certain information 
at the accident scene. The Code specifies this duty in three dif
ferent sections, eaoh dealing with a different type of accident. 

Duty to stop 

Accidents Resulting in Death, 
Injury or Damage to an Attended Vehicle 

For accidents involving death or personal injury UVC § lO-l02(a) 
provides as follows: 

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident 
resulting in injury to or death of any person shall 
immediately stop such v~hicle at the scene of such 
accident or as close thereto as possible but shall then 
forthwith return to and in every event shall reIl)ain at 
the scene of the accident until he has fulfilled the 
requirements of § 10-104. Every such stop shall be 
made without obstruoting traffic more than is necessary. 

For accidents involving damage to attended vehicles or property, 
UVC § 10-103 provides, in relevant part, as follows: 

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident 
resulting only in damage to a vehicle or other property 
which is driven or attended by any person shall immedi
ately stop such vehicle at the scene of such accident 
or as close thereto as possible, but shall forthwith 
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return to and in every event shall remain at the scene 
of such accident until he has fulfilled th~ requirements 
of § 10-104. Every such stop shall be made without ob
structing traffic more than is necessary. 

All jurisdictions have laws requiring drivers who are involved 
in accidents which result in death, injury, or damage to an attended 
vehicle to stop. Some of the laws differ from the Code provision. 

'!he Code requires a driver to stop when he is "involved" in an 
accident, even if the driver's vehicle has not made physical contact 
with another vehicle or person. 'rhree of the laws apparently re
quire stops only by drivers whose vehicles actually collide with 
other vehicles or persons. '!he Kentucky law applies to a person 
who, while operating a vehicle on a highway, "runs against or over, 
any other person, vehicle or personal property." '!he Massachusetts 
law applies to a vehicle driver "after colliding with or otherwise 
causing injury to any person." '!he Vermont law, by virtue of the 
definition of "accident" discussed earlier, applies only to "inci
dents and events in which the motor vehicle involved comes into 
physical contact with a person, object or another motor vehicle." 

Six of the laws exclude certain vehicles. Five (Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, New York, Ohio and Vermont) apply only to the driver 
of a motor vehicle. '!he Wisconsin law expressly excludes accidents 
involving only vehicles propelled by human power or drawn by animals. 
The Uniform Vehicle Code provision applies to all vehicle drivers in
volved in an accident. 

Ten of the laws (Connecticut, Georgia, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Missouri, New Hampshire, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma and Rhode Island) 
apply only when the driver knows that he has been involved in an 
accident. 

Nineteen of the la..,'ls omit the Code requirement that the stop be 
made so as to obstruct traffic as little as possible: 

Alaska Louisiana New York Vermont 
California Massachusetts North Carolina Washington 
Connecticut Missouri Ohio Wisconsin 
Delaware Nebraska Pennsylvania District of 
Kentucky New Hampshire South Dakota Columbia 

With respect to the laws dealing with property damage accidents, 
but not the laws relating to injury or death producing accidents, six 
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of the laws (Delaware, Kentucky, Massachtlsetts, New York, Vermon4c 
and Wyoming) apparently apply only where the damage is to the vehi
cle of another person. If the driver's own vehicle is the only 
damaged property, he need not stop. 

Duty to Provide Information 

UVC § 10-104, referenced in both sections above, specifies that 
the involved driver must give his name and address and the vehicle 
registration number, and mus~ exhibit his driver's license, if avail
able and if requested, to any injured person, to ·the driver, occupant; 
or attendant of any damaged vehicle or property, and to any police 
officer investigating the accident. UVC § 10-104(a) provides, in 
Y'elevant part, as follows: 

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident 
resulting in injury to or death of any person or damage 
to any vehicle or other prope~:ty which is driven or 
ottended by any person shall give his name, address 
and the registration number of the vehicle he is driv
ing~ and shall upon request and if available exhibit 
his license or permit to drive to any person injured 
in such accident or to the driver or occupant of or 
person attending any vehicle or other property damaged 
in such accident and shall give such information and 
upon request exhibit such license or permit to any 
police officer at the scene of the accident or who is 
investigating the accident • . . • 

With re~pect to the information required to be given, 32 state~, 
like the Code, require the involved driver to give his name and address, 
and the registration number of the vehicle: 

Alabama Hawaii 
Alaska Idaho 
Arizona Illinois 
Arkansas Indiana 
Colorado Iowa 
Delaware Kansas 
Florida Maine 
Georgia Maryland 

Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Mexico 
North Dakota 
Oklahoma 

south Carolina 
Tennee:see 
Texas 
Utah 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 

one other state, Rhode Island, requires giving this same infor
mation, that is, the driver's name and address, and the vehicl~ 
registration number I but only l:f requested. 
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Another nine states require the driver to provide this same 
information, and also the following additional information. 

California -- name of vehicle owner. 

Connecticut -- driver's license number. 

Michigan name and address of vehicle owner. 

Missouri driver's license number. 

New Hampshire -- driver's license number and the name and 
addresses of vehicle occupants. 

North carolina -- driver's license number. 

Oregon -- names and addresses of vehicle occupants. 

South Dakota -- name and address of vehicle owner. 

Virginia -- driver's license number. 

The remaining nine jurisdictions require the involved d~iver 
to provide information as follows: 

Kentucky -- The operator or person having or assuming authority 
of the operator, or ownership of the vehicle, must give any occupant 
of a vehicle or person struck, if requested, the registration number 
of the vehicle, and the names and addresses of the vehicle owner, 
occupants and operator. The total of names provided need not exceed 
five. 

Louisiana -- An involved driver must give his name and address 
and the li.:!ense number of the vehicle, or must report t.he accident 
to the police. 

Massachusetts -- An involved driver must "make known" his name, 
address and the "register number of his motor vehicle." The law 
does not specify to whom this information is to be made known. 
Another law requires a vehicle operator who knowingly collides with 
or causes injury to any person or damage to any property to, upon 
request of the person injured or the person owning, or in charge 
of the damaged property, plainly exhibit -co such person his license, 
and his certificate of registration. 

- 8 -



New Jersey -- An involved driver must give his name and address, 
and must exhibit his driver's license and registration certificate to 
a person injured, or whose vehicle or property was damaged, and to 
any police officer or witness, and to the driver or occupants of the 
vehicle collided with. 

New York -- An involved driver must give his name, address, 
license number, name of his insurance carrier and insurance identi
fication information to the party sustaining damage. He must also 
exhibit his license and insurance identification card. 

Ohio -- One law applicable to accidents on the highways requires 
the involved driver to give his name and address, the name and address 
of the owner of the vehicle, and the registration number to any person 
injured, or to the operator, occupant, owner or attendant of a dam
aged motor vehicle, or to apy police officer at the scene. A second 
law applicable to accidents off the highways requires the involved 
driver, upon the request of a person injured or damaged, or of any 
other person, to give his name and address, the name and address of 
the vehicle owner, the registration number of the vehicle, and to ex
hibit his driver's license, if available, to the person requesting 
such information. 

Pennsylvania -- The operator, and the owner, if present, of an 
involved vehicle must give his name, address and the registration 
number of the vehicle, and must exhibit his driver's license to a 
person struck, or the driver or occupant of any other involved vehi
cle, or the owner or custodian of any property involved. 

Vermont -- The operator of an involved vehicle must give his 
name, address, license number, and the name of the owner of the 
motor vehicle to any party whose person or property is injured. 

District of Columbia -- An involved driver must give his name 
and address, and the name and address of the vehicle owner to an in
jured person, or to the owner of damaged property or the operator 
of a damaged vehicle. 

Thirty-nine of the laws, like the Code, additionally require 
the driver to exhibit his driver's license. All but eight of tha 
39, like the Code, require exhibiting the license only if requested. 
The eight that :require exhibiting the license even if not requested 
are: Delaware, Michigan, Nebraska, New Jersey, New York, Pennsyl
vania, Rh.ode Island and Washington. Fourteen of the laTHS omit the 
Code provision that a license must be exhibited only if it is 
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available: Alabama, Arizona, Colorado, Delaware, Indiana, Massa
chusetts, Michigan, Nebraska, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and Washington. The 39 states that 
require exhibiting the driver's license are: 

Alabama Illinois !-1ontana Rhode Island 
Arizona Indiana Nebraska South Carolina 
Arkansas Iowa Nevada Tennessee 
California Kansas New Jersey Texas 
Colorado Maine New Mexico Utah 
Delaware Maryland New York Washington 
Florida Massachusetts North Dakota West Virginia 
Georgia Michigan Oklahoma Wisconsin 
Hawaii Minnesota Oregon Wyoming 
Idaho Mississippi Pennsylvania 

Two of the above states also require exhibiting other docu
ments. Massachusetts requires exhibiting the registxation certifi
cate and New York requires exhibiting an insurance identification 
card. 

With respect to the recipient of the required information, 43 
states specify, like the Code section, that the information must be 
given to any person injured in the accident and to the driver or any 
occupant of any vehicle damaged in the accident. Most of these 
state 'laws refer to a person "struck" or the driver or occupant of 
any vehicle "collided with." The 43 states are: 

Alabama Illinois Nebraska South Carolina 
Alaska Indiana Nevada South Dakota 
Arizona Iowa Ne\V' Jersey Tennessee 
Arkansas Kansas New Mexico Texas 
California Kentucky North Carolina Utah 
Colorado Maine North Dakota Virginia 
Delaware Maryland ohio Washington 
Florida Michigan Oklahoma West Virginia 
Georgia Minnesota Oregon Wisconsin 
Hawaii Mississippi Pennsylvania Wyoming 
Idaho Montana Rhode Island 

Thirty-three of the 43 laws, like the Code, also require the 
information to be provided to any person attending or having custody 
of the vehicle, although not occupying it. The 10 which omit this 
reference are California, Delaware, Kentuck~CMichigan, Nebraska, 
New Jersey, North Carolina, Oregon, South DOkota and Virginia. 
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Since most of these laws apply only to accidents involving 
damage to vehicles, only six of the laws also require giving the 
information to someone attending other (nonvehicular) property. . 
These six are Florida, Hawaii, Kansas, Maryland, Nevada and Virginia. 

Only eight of the 43 states specify that the information must 
also be provided to the police. Five of these eight conform with 
the Code provision. They require the involved driver to give the 
information, and if requested exhibit his driver's license, to any 
police officer at the scene, or any police officer investigating 
the accident. The five are Florida, Hawaii, Kansas, Maryland and 
Nevada. The california law requires the involved driver to give 
the information and exhibit his license to the involved parties or 
to a police officer at the scene. The New Jersey law requires giv
ing the information and exhibiting the license and registration 
certificate to any police officer. The Ohio law requires giving 
the information to the parties Q£ to a police officer at the scene. 

Laws in the remaining eight jurisdictions specify as follows 
with respect to the recipient of the information: 

Connecticut -- Information must be given to a person injured, 
to the owner of damaged property, to any witness or to any officer. 

Louisiana -- The law does not specify to whom the information 
is to be provided. 

Massachusetts -- The law requl.rl.ng the involved driver to "make 
known" his name, address and registration numb~r does not specify 
to whom this information is to be made known. A second law requires 
the involved driver to exhibit his driver's license, upon request, 
to a person injured or the person owning or in charge of damaged 
property. 

Missouri -- The information must be given to "the injured party, I' 
or to a police officer. 

New Hampshire -- The information must be given to a person in
jured, the operator of any ()tr~er vehicle involved, or the owner of 
any damaged property. 

New York -- The information must be given to the party sustain
ing damage, or to a police officer. 

Vermont -- Information mus·t be given to any party whose person 
or property is injured, and to any police officer. 
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District of Columbia -- Information must be given to an injured 
person, the owner of damaged property, the driver of any other in
volved vehicle, or to any bystander who requests such information on 
behalf of the injured person. 

When Information Must Be Given to Police 

The Uniform Vehicle Code specifies that if the persons other
wise specified to receive the.required information are incapable of 
receiving it, the involved driver must submit the information to 
the police. UVC § 10-104(b) provides as follows: 

In. the event that none of the persons specified 
are in condition to receive the information to which 

'they otherwise would be entitled uhder subdivision (a) 
of this section, and no police officer is present, 
the driver of any vehicle involved 'in such accident 
after fulfilling all other requirements of § 10-102 
and subdivision (a) of this section, insofar as possi
ble on his part to be performed, shall forthwith re
port such accident to the nearest office of a duly 
authorized police authority and submit thereto the 
information specified in subdivision (a) of this section. 

Only 11 states have laws directly comparable to UVC § 10-104(b). 
Seven of the laws are in substantial conformity with the Code sub
section: 

Colorado 
Florida 

Hawaii. 
Illinois 
Maryland 

New Jersey 
South Dakota 

The other four comparable laws provide as follows: 

Connecticut -- If the involved driver is unable to give the in
formation to the specified people "for any reason or cause," he must 
immediately report to the police. 

New Hampshire If by reason of injury, absence or removal 
from the scene, or other cause, the specified persons, or anyone 
of them, is unable to understand or receive the required informa.
tion, it must be given immediately to the police" 

Ohio -- In the event an injured person is unable to comprehend 
and record the information, the involved driver must notify the police, 
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and must remain at the scene until police arrive unless removed by 
ambulance. 

District of Columbia -- If the owner or operator of damaged 
property is not present, the involved driver must report to the 
police. 

Accidents Resulting in Damage 
to Unattended Property 

Duty to Stop and Provide Information 

For accidents involving damage to unattended vehicles or other 
property, the Code requires the involved driver to stop and either 
locate the owner of the property and provide him with identification 
information, or leave such identification information in a note se
curely attached to the damaged property and notify the poliC!e. uve 
§ 10-105 provides as follows: 

The driver of any vehicle which collides with or 
is involved in an accident with any vehicle or other 
property which is unattended resulting in any damage 
to such other vehicle or property shall immediately 
stop and shall then and there either locate and notify 
the operator or owner of such vehicle or other property 
of his name, address and the registration number of the 
vehicle he is driving or shall attach securely in a 
conspicuous place in or on such vehicle or other prop
erty a written notice giving his name, address and the 
registration number of the vehicle he is driving and 
shall without.uffilecessary delay notify the nearest 
office -of a duly authorized police authority. Every 
such stop shall be made without obstructing traffic 
more than is necessary. 

All jurisdictions have laws requ~r~ng a driver involved in an 
accident which results in damage to. an unattended vehicle to stop. 
All jurisdictions except Alaska apply the same law, or have a sepa
rate law applicable where the accident results in damage to property 
on or along a highway other than vehicles. 

Thirteen of these laws are like the Code requirement in that 
they require the involved driver to stop and immeqiately either lo
cate and notify the property owner or to leave a note on the damaged 
property and notify the police. The Alaska and Rhode Island laws 
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apply only to accidents resulting in damage to an unattended vehicle. 
Rhode Island has a separate law requiring the driver involved in an 
accident resulting in damage to nonvehicular property on or along a 
highway to take reasonable steps to locate and notify the property 
owner. Alaska does not have such a law. The remaining 11 laws apply 
to accidents resulting in damage to vehicles or other property. The 
13 jurisdictions are: 

Alaska, 
California 
Colorado 
Florida 

Hawaii 
Illinois 
Kansas 

Nevada 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 
South Dakota 
virginia 

Another seven jurisdictions have similar laws which do not au
thorize leaving a note. The involved driver must either locate and 
notify the owner, or report to the police. Michigan has a separate 
law, like the Rhode Island law discussed above, applicable to acci
dents resulting in damage to nonvehicular property but the Michigan 
law requires notification of police if the property owner cannot be 
located. The other six laws apply to accidents resulting in damage 
to vehicles or other property. The seven jurisdictions are: 

Missouri Connecticut 
Michigan New Hampshire 

New York 

North Carolina 
District of Columbia 

Another 23 states have similar laws which require the involved 
driver to either locate and notify the owner, or leave a note on the 
damaged vehicle. These laws do not require notification of police. 
(Of course if the property damage is sufficient, notification of 
police might be required under a law comparable to UVC § 10-106.) 
All of these laws apply only to accidents resulting in damage to an 
unattended vehicle. All 23 jurisdictions have separate laws requir
ing the driver involved in an accident resulting in damage to non
vehicular property on or along a highway to take reasonable steps 
to locate and notify the owner of the property. Only the Indiana 
law requires notice to the police if the property owner cannot be 
located. ~he 23 states are: 

Alabama Iowa North Dakota utah 
Arizona Maine Oklahoma Washington 
Arkansas Maryland Oregon West Virginia 
Georgia Mississippi South Carolina Wisconsin 
Idaho Montana Tennessee Wyoming 
Indiana New Mexico Texas 
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Three other states have laws comparable to trvc § 10-105: 

Ohio -- The law provides that if an accident results in damage 
to an unattended vehicle, the involved driver must attach a note to 
the vehicle. The law specifies no duty to locate the owner or to 
notify police. 

If the accident results in damage to nonvehicular property, two 
different laws apply. One applies where IIproperty " is damaged at 
nonhighway locations. It provides that if the property owner is not 
notified, the involved driver must notify the police. The second law 
applies to real property or personal property attached to such real 
property upon or adjacent to a highway. The involved driver must 
take reasonable steps to locate and notify the property owner. If 
he is unable to do so, he must· ,notify the police. 

Minnesota -- When an accident results in damage to an unattended 
vehicle, the law gives the involved driver three options. He may 
either locate and notify the owner, or report to the police, or leave 
a note on the damaged vehicle. A separate law requires the involved 
driver to take reasonable steps to locate and notify the owner when 
an accident results in damage to fixtures on or along a highway. 

Vermont -- A driver involved in an accident resulting in damage 
to property must stop and notify the owner of the damaged property. 
The law does not specify what the driver must do if he is unable to 
locate the property owner. 

What Information Must Be Provided 

The Uniform Vehicle Code requires the involved driver to notify 
with respect to his name and address and the registration number of 
the vehicle he is driving. Of the 45 jurisdictions with comparable 
laws, only three specify the same information which must be provided: 

Florida Hawaii Illinois 

TWo other states have laws which specify this same information 
but which also require the driver to give the name'andaddress of 
the vehicle owner: 

Ohio south Dakota 

Most of the laws specify that the driver must give his own name 
and address, and the name and address of the vehicle's owner. The 
34 jurisdictions with this requirement are: 
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Alabama Indiana Nevada Tennessee 
Alaska Iowa New Jersey Texas 
Arizona Kansas New Mexico utah 
Arkansas Maine North Dakota Washington 
California Maryland Oklahoma West virginia 
Colorado Michigan Oregon Wisconsin 
Georgia Minnesota Pennsylvania Wyoming 
Idaho Mississippi Rhode Island District of 

Montana South Carolina Columbia 

Five states specify that the driver must give the name and 
address of the driver, the driver's license number, and the regis
tration number of the vehicle: 

Connecticut 
Missouri 

New Hampshire North Carolina 
Virginia 

Two states have miscellaneous information requirements as follows: 

New York -- The driver must give his name and address and exhibit 
his license and the license number. 

Vermont -- The driver must give his name and address, the license 
number, and the name of the owner of t:le vehicle. 

The five remaining states have no law comparable to UVC § 10-105: 

Delaware 
Kentucky 

Louisiana 

ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BY POLICE 

Notification of Police 

Immediate Notice by Involved Parties 

Massachusetts 
Nebraska 

The Uniform Vehicle Code requires drivers who are involved in 
an accident resulting either in personal injury, or in property dam
age exceeding specified criterion, to immediately report such acci
dents to the police. Prior to a 1975 amendment, the Code specified 
a one hundred dollar property damage threshold for such reporting of 
accidents not involving injury or death. The 1975 amendment re
placed the dollar amount with a vehicle disablement standard as the 
threshold fo~ reporting. 101 UVC § 10-106(a), with the language added 
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in 1975 shown underlined and the language deleted shown in brackets, 
provides as follows: 

The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident 
resultihg in injury to or death of any person or in 
any vehicl~ becoming so disabled as to prevent its 
normal and safe operatio~, [total damage to all prop
erty to an apparent extent of $100 or more] shall 
immediately by the quickest means of communication 
give notice of such accident to the nearest office 
of a duly authorized police authority. For purposes 
of this section a disabled vehicle shall not include 
a bicycle or any other vehicle moved by human power. 
(REVISED 1975) 

Although no state law follows the approach of the 1975 Code I 

amendment, using vehicle disablement as the criterion for reporting 
property-damage-only accidents, the laws of 20 states are like the 
pre-1975 Code. III These laws require immediate notice to the police 
in cases of accidents involving ~ither death, personal injury, or 

-property damage exceeding a specified dollar amount. six of the 20 
laws, like the pre-1975 Code, specify a threshold of $100 for prop
erty-damage-only accidents: 

Alaska 
Delaware 

Louisiana 
Montana 

New Mexico 
Utah 

The remaining 14 of the 20 states specify a different property 
damage threshold as follows: 

Georgia -- $25 
Hawaii -- $300 
Idaho -- property of one person, excess of $100 
Illinois -- property of one person, excess of $100 
Kansas -- $200 
Maine -- $200 
Michigan -- $200 
New Jersey -- property of one person, excess of $200 
North Carolina -- $200 
North Dakota -- $200 
South Dakota -- $250 
Tehnessee -- $50 
Wisconsin -- $200 
Wyoming -- property of others, $250 
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Five more states have laws ,.,hich require the driver of a vehi
cle involved in an accident resulting in either death, personal 
injury, or property damage in any amount, to give immediate notice 
to the police. These states require immediate notice of all acci
dents causing any damage. There is no minimum damage threshold 
below which immediate notice is not required. The five states are: 

Colorado 
Florida 

Nevada Rhode Island 
Virginia 

Another 11 jurisdictions have laws which require immediate 
notice only as to accidents resulting in death or pe~sonal injury. 
No immediate notice to police is required as to property-damage-only 
accidents I -regardless of the extent of the damage. These 11 juris
dictions are: 

Alabama 
Arizona 
Indiana 

Iowa 
Minnesota 
New York 

Oklahoma 
South Carolina 
Texas 

Wes't Virginia 
District of 

Columbia 

Five other states have laws which require immediate notifica
tion of police only with respect to an accident reSUlting in death. 
No immediate notice is required where an accident results only in 
nonfatal injury or property damage. The California law specifically 
requires immediate notification of police regarding any accident re
sulting in death, but has no comparable requirement for other acci
dents. Laws in the other four states all require immediate notice 
only by implication. These laws require the involved driver to give 
information to the injured person or to the owner or custodian of 
damaged property. Only i-f that person, for some reason, is unable 
to receive the information do these laws require notification of 
police. Of course if a person is killed in the accident he would 
be unable to receive information and notification of the police 
would then be necessary. The five states which require notification 
of police only for accidents resulting in death are: 

California 
Connecticut 

Missouri New Hampshire 
Ohio 

The remaining 10 states have no law comparable to UVC § 10-106 
(a) requiring immediate notice as to accidents. Apparently it is 
not necessary to notify the police regarding accidents in these 
states. The 10 states are: 
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Arkansas 
Kentucky 
Maryland 

Massachusetts 
Mississippi 
Nebraska 
Oregon 

Pennsylvania 
Vermont 
Washington 

The Code also provides that if the driver of a vehicle involved 
in an accident is incapable of giving immediate notice to the police, 
any passenger in his vehicle must give the required notice. UVC 
§ lO-106(b) provides: 

Whenever the driver of a vehicle is physically in
capable of giving an immediate notice of an accident as 
required in sUbsection (a) and there was another occu
pant in the vehicle at the time of the accident capable 
of doing so, such occupant shall make or cause to be 
given the notice not given by the driver. 

Twenty-three states have laws which are in verbatim or substan
tial conformity with the Code section: 

Alaska Idaho New Jersey Tennessee 
Arizona Illinois New Mexico Utah 
California Indiana North Dakota West Virginia 
Colorado Iowa Oklahoma Wisconsin 
Florida Kansas South Carolina Wyoming 
Hawaii Montana South Dakota 

Two other states have comparable laws which differ from the Code 
section as follows: 

Maine -- The law requires the l:'eport to be given by the driver 
"or some person acting for him." Thus if a vehicle occupant makes 
the report for the driver who is ullCtble to do so, the law is satis
fied. But the law imposes no duty upon the nondriving vehicle occu
pant to give immediate notice to thE;! police. 

Virginia -- One section, which requires immediate notice only 
as to accidents resulting in death or injury, requires each occupant 
to give the notice to the police when the driver is physically in
capable of doing so. Another law which requires immediate notice 
regarding accidents resulting in death, injury or any property dam
agel requires any person in the vehicle at the time of the accident 
to make the required report "if the driver fails to stop and make 
the report. II 
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The remaining 26 jurisdictions do not have a law comparable 
to UVC § 10-106(b): 

Ala·'.)ama 
Arl';.ansas 
Connecticut 
D~daware 

C:ieorgia 
!<entucky 

Louisiana 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 

Notification by Vehicle OWners 

Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New York 
North Carolina 
Ohio 
Oregon 

Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
Texas 
Vermont 
Washington 
District of 

Columbia 

Some of the laws discussed above require occupants in a vehicle 
at the time of an accident to give the immediate notification when 
the driver is incapable of doing so. In addition, three states have 
laws imposing a duty upon the vehicle owner to give such immediate 
notice under some circumstances, even though the owner may not have 
been present when the accident occurred. These laws provide as 
follows: 

Maine -- The law provides that the owner of the vehicle "having 
knowledge of the accident, should the operator of the vehicle be un
known H must give immediate notice to the police. 

New Hampshire -- The law combines immediate notice requirements 
with written report requirements, and provides that, in the event 
the driver is incapable of mak.ing "such report, 11 the mmer or his 
representative shall, after learning of the accident, "forthwith make 

" :-:' such report. 11 It is unclear whether this provision is intended to 
apply only to the written accident report or to both that report and 
the required immediate notificac'tion to police. 

Wisconsin -- The law requires the occupant to give the notice 
if the driver is unable, and provides that if there is no other 
occupant or if such occupant is physically or mentally incapable of 
giving the notice, the owner of the vehicle must, as soon as he 
learns of the accident, give the notice. 

Of course where the owner is not present at the accident scene, 
none of these ~hree laws is likely to provide a prompt enough noti
fication to the police to permit a timely investigation of the scene. 
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Notification by Garages 

One other source of police accident notification is provided 
by garages which repair accident involved vehicles. The Uniform 
Vehicle Code provides that garages must report within 24 hours with 
respect to any motor vehicle which has been 'involved in a reportable 
accident. UVC § 10-111 provides as follows: 

The person in charge of any garage or repair shop 
to which is brought any motor vehicle which shows evi
dence of having been involved in an accident of which 
written report must be made by the driver thereof as 
provided in § 10-107, or struck by any bullet, shall 
report to the local police department if such garage 
is located wi~hin a municipality, otherwise to the 
office of the county sheriff or the nearest office of 
the (State highway patrol, State police); within 24 
hours after such motor vehicle is received by the 
garage or repair shop, giving the identifying number, 
registration nQ~ber, and the name and address of the 
owner or driver of such vehicle. 

TWenty-four jurisdictions have comparable laws requiring garages 
to report accider.t-involved vehicles. TWelve of these laws, like the 
Code section, require the report to be Made to the local police a:u
thorities. 

Alaska 
Delaware 
Hawaii 

Maine 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Jersey' 
North Dakota 
Oregon 

South Dakota 
Virginia 
District of Columbia 

The Alaska law, as described below, requires the report to be made 
before the vehicle is repaired. The Maine law requires an lIimme
diate II report. All the others require the report 'co be made within 
24 hours. TWo of the 12 (New Jersey and North Da.kota) require a 
report of a vehicle involved in an accident of Which report must be 
made by the driver. Two others (Hawaii and Nevada) are similar but 
refer to an accident of which written report must be made. Five of 
the laws (Delaware, Maine, Nebraska, Oregon and Virginia) require 
report as to any vehicle involved in a "serious accident. II One of 
the laws (District of Columbia) requires report as to a vehicle which 
has been involved in any acc~de~l'C. The remaining two of the 12 laws 
which require garages to report to local police authorities have 
miscellaneous provisions as follows: 

- 21 .,.. 



Alaska -- The law prohibits repairing or having repaired any 
motor vehicle damages "which could have been caused by collision 
with a person or property" without first notifying the department 
of public safety, the chief of police, or the nearest police officer, 
'who must immediately examine the vehicle and n:..ake a full report. 
Provided that if no' official is within 10 miles of the place where 
the vehicle is brought for repairs, no such notification is required. 

South Dakota -- The law requires the garage to report a vehicle 
which has been involved in a "reportal?le" accident, within 24 hours 
after receiving it for repairs. Provided that if the vehicle bears 
on it a notice affixed by a duly authorized police officer to the 
effect that the accident has already been reported, no report by 
the garage is required. No vehicle can be repaired until such a 
notice is affixed to the vehicle. 

Ten other states have similar laws which require the garages 
to report to tile depa~tment of motor vehicles rather than to the 
local police authorities. The report must be made within 24 hours. 
colorado requires 'report as to a vehicle involved in any accident. 
The other nine law's all refer to an accident "of which report must 
be made by the driver." The 10 states are: 

Alabama 
Arizona 
Colorado 

Idaho 
Montana 
New Mexico 
South Carolina 

Tennessee 
Utah 
West Virginia 

Two other sta'tes have comparable laws which differ from the 
Code substantially as follows: 

Washington -- Garages must keep repair records stating the 
nature of the repair work and the cost. Such reports must be sub
mitted each week to local authorities and then forwarded to the 
state police. The garage must maintain duplicate records open to 
inspection during business hours. 

Wisconsin -- Garages must record the date the vehicle was re
ceived, the nature of the repairs, and information regarding iden
tity of the vehicle and its owner. Such records must be open to 
inspection in business hours. 

The remaining 27 states have no prov~s~on comparable to UVC 
§ 10-111 relating to accident-involved vehicles (although several 
have such laws regarding bullet-struck vehicles). The 27 states are: 
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.Arkansas Iowa Minnesota Oklahoma 
California Kansas Mississippi Pennsylvania 
Connecticut Kentucky Missouri Rhode :tsland 
Florida Louisiana New Hampshire Texas 
Georgia Maryland New York Vermont 
Illinois Massachusetts North Carolina Wyoming 
Indiana Michigan Ohio 

Police Investigation 

The UnifC" _ ~ Vehicle Code does not specifically require a police 
investigation of any particular accidents. The Code merely provides 
that if an investigation is made, the officer must file a written 
report with the department. Twelve states, however, have laws as 
described below which require a police investigation of some or all. 
accidents upon receiving notice of the occurr~n(je of such accidents~ 
The 12 states are: 

Arkansas -- The law requires state, county and municipal police' 
-agencies to investigate all traffic accidents with all possible prompt
ness, and to report. 

Colorado -- All law enforcement officers who receive notifica
tion of traffic accidents within their respective jurisdictions must 
submit a report with respect to all such accidents. Completion of 
a report would probably require some investigation. 

Kentucky -- The law requires county sheri£fs and deputies to 
investigate all accidents occurring on the roads. 

Louisiana-- The law requires investigation by sheriffs or muni
cipal police of all reportable accidents. 

Maine -- The law provides that every notice of an accident re
ceived by a police agency must be promptly investigated. 

Massachusetts -- A police agency must report to the department 
with respect to every reportable accident which occurs within the 
jurisdiction of the agency. Preparation of the report would probably 
require an investigation. \: 

New York -- A police officer to whom any injury producing acci
dent is reported must immediately investigate the facts, provided 
that the report to the officer is made within five days of theacci
dent. 
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North Carolina -- The law requires police to investigate all 
reportable accidents. 

Oklahoma -- A law enforcement officer who receives notifica
tion of the occurrence of a reportable traffic accident must make 
a written report to the department. Preparation of such a report 
would probably require an investigation. 

South Dakota -- The law provides that every law enforcemen·t 
officer must, after receiving notice that a reportable accident 
has occurred l affix a notice to the damaged vehicle or vehicles 
indicating that the accident ha.s been reported and is beL.g inves
tigated. A. vehicle may not be repaired unless it has such a notice 
affixed. 

Vermont -- The law requires the commissioner of motor vehicles, 
rather than police, to investigate all injury producing accidents. 

Washington -- The law requires a report from any police officer 
"present at the l;lcene of any accident or in possession of any facts 
concerning any accident • • • as fully as the facts in his possession 
concerning such accident will permit. 1I This law might encourage an 
officer already at the scene to make an investigation although ±t 
would not require a police officer to go to the scene upon notifica
tion of the occurrence of a traffic accident. 

Several other states have laws which relate in some way to the 
police investigation of an accident. Two states require remaining 
at the accident scene until the police arrive. Ohio requires drivers 
to remain at the scene until the police arrive, unless removed from 
the scene by an ambuJ.ance. Colorado requires the person reporting 
an accident, if so directed by the police, to return and remain at· 
the scene until the police have completed their accident scene in
vestigation. Delaware has a law which prohibits moving any vehicles 
involved in an accident resulting in a fatality until the police 
arrive at the scene. 

Police Reports 

The Uniform Vehicle Code requires a law enforcement officer who 
investigates an accident to make a written report to the department 
within 10 days after the investigation. UVC § 10-112(a) provides as 
follows: 

- 24 -



Every law enforcement officer who investigates 
a vehicle accident of which report must be made as 
required in this chapter, or who otherwise prepares 
a written report as a result of an investigation 
either at the time of and at the scene of the acci
dent or thereafter by interviewing the participants 
or witnesses, shall forward a written report of such 
accident to the department within 10 days after his 
investigation of the accident. 

Forty-three stat:es hav~ laws comparable to UVC § 10-112 (a) re
quiring police officers to submit written reports to the department 
with respect to accidents which they investigate. The 43 states and 
the specified time limits for submiting the reports are as follows: 

Alabama -- within 24 hours 
Alaska -- within 24 hours 
Arizona -- within 24 hours 
Arkansas -- within 5 days 
Colorado -- within 5 days 
Connecticut -- within 5 days 
Florida -- within 24 hours 
Idaho -- within 24 hours 
Illinois -- within 10 days 
Indiana -- wi·thin 24 hours 
Iowa -- within 24 hours 
Kansas -- within 10 days 
Kentucky -- within 10 days 
Louisiana -- within 24 hours 
Maine -- within 48 hours 
Massachusetts -- within 15 days 
Michigan -- forthwith 
Minnesota -- within 10 days 
Missouri -- within 10 days 
Montana -- within 10 days 
Nebraska -- within 10 days 
Nevada -- within 10 days 

New Hampshire within 24 hours 
New Jersey -- within 10 days 
New Mexico -- within 24 hours 
New York -- forthwith 
North Carolina -- within 24 hours 
North Dakota -- wi thin 10 days ,: 
Ohio -- within 5 days ' 
Oklahoma -- forthwith 
Oregon -- within 10 days 
Rhode Island -- no time limit 
South Carolina -- within 24 hours 
South Dakota -- within 12 hours 
Tennessee -- within 24 hours 
Texas -- within 10 days 
Utah -- within 24 hours 
Vermont -- within 10 days 
Virginia -- within 24 hours 
Washington -- no time limit 
West Virginia -- within 24 hours 
Wisconsin -- within 10 days 
Wyoming -- within 24 hours 

The remaining eight jurisdictions have no law. comparable to 
UVC § 10-112(a): 

California 
Delaware 

Georgia 
Hawaii 

Maryland 
Mississippi 
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WRITTEN REPORTS BY INVOLVED PARTIES 

Written Report of Driver 

The Uniform Vehicle Code provides that drivers involved in 
accidents resulting either in personal injury or in property damage 
of a particular severity must make a written report of such acci
dents. UVC § 10-107(a) provides: 

The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident 
resulting in bodily injury to or death of any person 
or total da~age to all property to an apparent ex
tent of ($100, $200) or more, shall within 10 days 
after such accident, forward a written report of such 
accident to the department, unless the accident was 
investigated and reported by a police officer in 
accordance with § 10-112. (REVISED 1975) 

The laws of 27 states, like the Code, have a single provision, 
set forth among general accident reporting laws, requiring drivers 
to file written accident reports. 

Nineteen of these 27 laws require the driver of a vehicle i.n
volved in an accident resulting in death, personal injury, or prop
erty damage that equals or exceeds a specified dollar amount to 
make a written report of such accident to the appropriate state 
agency. Sixteen of these 19 laws apply when the "apparent" extent 
of damage reaches a specified dollar amount, while three, (Illinois, 
New Jersey and Oklahoma) apply When property damage is "in excess 
of" the stated amount. Three of these laws (Illinois, New Jersey 
and Washington) apply where damage to the IIproperty of anyone per
son" reaches or exceeds the specified amount. The Oklahoma law 
achieves the same effect by referring to -the "damage to one vehicle 
or other property." The other 15 laws apply when the "total" prop
erty damage reaches the specified dollar amount. These 19 states 
and notable differences among their laws are as follows: 

Arizona -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $100, and provides that the driver must forward a written report 
to the Highway Department within 5 days. 

Florida -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $100, and provides that the driver must forward a written report 
to the Department of Highway Safety within 5 days. The law further 
provides that when the investigating officer has made a written 
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report of the accident, no written report need be forwarded to the 
department by the driver. 

Illinois -- The law specifies a m~n~mum property damage amount 
of $100, and provides that the driver must forward a written report 
to the Administrator of the Department of Transportation as soon as 
possible but not later than 10 days after such accident. 

Indiana -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $100, and provides that the driver must forward a written report 
to the state police department within 5 days. 

Iowa -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount of 
$100, and provides that the driver must forward a written ieport to 
the Department of Public Safety within 24 hours. The law further 
provides that if the accident occurs in a city with a population of 
more than 15,000, the driver must report it to the chief of police 
of that city. 

Kansas -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $200, and provides that the driver must forward a written report 
to the Department of Motor Vehicles within 15 days. 

Maine -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount Of 
$200, and provides that the driver "or some person acting for him" .. 
must make a written report to the Secretary of State within 48 hours. 

Minnesota -- The law specifies a rra.nimum prqperty damage amount 
of $100, and provides that the driver must "promptly" forward a 
written report to the Commissioner of Public' Safety. 

New Jersey -- The law specifies a minimum property damage 
amount of $200, and provides that the "driVer of a vehicle or street 
car" must forward a written report to the Division of Motor Vehicles 
within 5 days. 

New Mexico -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $100, and provides that the driver must forward a written report 
to the Division of Motor Vehicles within 5 days. 

North Carolina -- The law specifies a minimum property damage 
amount of $200, and provides that the driver must furnish proof of 
financial responsibility on fOrms prescribed by the Department. 
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North Dakota -- The law specifies a minimum property damage 
amount of $200, and provides that the driver must forward a written 
report to the Highway Co~~issioner within 5 days. 

Oklahoma -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $100, and provides that the driver must fOnirard a written report 
to the Department of Public Safety within 10 days. 

South Carolina -- The law specifies a min.imum property damage 
amourLt clf $100,. and provides that the d;t:iver must forward a written 
repo't"t to the Highway Department within 5 days. 

Utah -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount o.f 
$200~ and provides that the driver must forwaxd a written report to 
the Department of Public Safety within 5 days. 

Virginia -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $200, and provides that the driver mU9tmake a written report to 
t;hel Secretary of State within 5 days. 

Washington -- orbe law specifies a min;imum property damage amount 
of. $100, and provides that the driver must make a written report 
within 24 houn:l to the chief of police of the city or town if such 
cLccident occurred wi·thin an incorporated r,~ity or town or the county 
sheriff or state patrol if such accident occurred outside incorporated 
cities and towns~ 

West Virginia -- The law specifies ;:1 m1.n1.mum property damage 
amount of $100, and provides that the driver or the attorney or 
agent of such driver must forward a wri t:ten report to the Depart
ment of Motor Vehicles within 5 days. 

Wisconsin -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $200, and provides that the operator of a vehicle must forward a 
written report to the Division of Motor Vehicles within 10 days. 

The remaining eight of these 27 laws apply only to the driver 
of a motor vehicle. These laws require the driver of a motor vehi
cle involved in an accident in which any person is killed on injured 
or in which the property of anyone person is damaged in excess of 
a specified threshold to file a written report. These eight states 
and notable differences among their laws are as follows: 

Connecticut -- The law specifies a minimum property dama.ge 
amount of $400, and provides that the IIdriver of any motor vehicle 
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or any road roiler" or lithe owner of such motor vehicle" must make 
a written report to the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles within 5 
days. The law states that it applies to accidents occurring lion 
a highway in this state or in an off':"street parking area offered 
for public use with or without payment of a fee." 

Maryland -- ~1e law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $100, and provides that the driver and/or owner must make a written 
report to the Motor Vehicle Administration within 15 days, and file 
with the report any evidence of liability insurance. The law further 
provides that a driver is not required to file a written report if 
such a report was filed by a police officer investigating the accident. 

Massachusetts -- The law~specifies a minimum property damage 
amount of $200, and provides that the driver must make a written 
report within 5 days to the Motor Vehicles Registrar and send a 
copy thereof to the police department having jurisdiction over the 
place on the highway where such accident occurred. 

Montana -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $250, and provides that the driver must make a written report to 
the Supervisor of the Highway Patrol within 10 days. 

New Hampshire -- The law specifies a minimum property damage 
amount of $300, and provides that the driver make a written report 
to the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles within 5 days. 

New York -- The law specifies a minimum property darnagearnount 
of $200, and provides that the driver must make a written report to 
the commissioner of Motor Vehicles within 10 days. 

Pennsylvania -- The law specifies a minimum property damage 
amount of $200, and provides that the driver must forward a written 
report to the Department of Transportation within 5 days. 

A second law, applicable to accidents involving school buses, 
provides: 

[T]he owner or operator of every school bus in9luding 
bu~es subject to the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania 
Public utility Commission when used as school buses,· 
shall report every accident resulting in bodily in
jury or death to any person or damage to the property 
of any perso~ in excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00) 
in which any such school bus may be involved within 
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five (5) days thereafter to the Bureau of Traffic Safety 
of the department. 12/ 

vermont -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $100, and provides that the driver must make a written report to 
the Commissioner of Motor vehicles within 72 hours. 

The laws of five jurisdictions also have a single provision re
quiring drivers to file written accident reports, but these provisions 
are codified among financial responsibility laws rather than among 
general accident report laws. These five laws apply only to the 
driver of a motor vehicle. The laws require the driver of a motor 
vehicle involved in an accident in which any person is killed or in
jured, or in which the damage to the property of anyone person 
mee,ts or exceeds the specified threshold to make a written report 
of the accident to the appropriate state agency. These five juris
dictions and notable differences among their laws are as follows: 

Alabama -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $50, and provides that the driver must make a written report to 
the Director of Public Safety within 10 days. 

Georgia The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $100, and provides that the driver must make a written report to 
the Director of Public Safetx within 10 days. 

Missouri -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $100, and provides that the driver must make a written report to 
the Director of Revenue ~ithin 10 days. 

Ohio -- The law specifies a minimum property damage amount of 
$150, and provides that the driver must forward a written report 
to the Registrar of Motor Vehicles within 30 days. 

District of Columbia -- The law specifies a minimum property 
damage amount of $100, and provides that the driver of a vehicle 
subject to registration under the motor vehicle laws must make a 
written report to the Commissioner of the District of Columbia within 
5 days. 

Sixteen states have more than one law requiring drivers to file 
a written accident report. In 15 of these states, one provision is 
set forth among general accident reporting laws and a second provi
sion is set forth among financial responsibility laws. Idaho has 
one provision among general accident laws and a second among laws 
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pertaining to the department of motor vehicles. (In discussing the 
laws of these states, the provision set forth among general accident 
laws will be referred to as the IIfirst" provision, and the other 
provision will be referred to as the "second. lI

) 

In 14 .of these 16 states, the first provision applies to the 
driver of a vehicle and the second applies to the driver of a motor 
vehicle. In the other two states (Idaho and Oregon), both provisions 
apply to the driver of a vehicle. In 15 states, both provisions re::"",' 
quire the driver involved in an accident in which a person is killed .,' 
or injured or in which the damage done to property equals or exceeds 
a specified amount to file a written report of such accident with 
the appropriate state agency. In the other state (California), the 
first provision applies when a person has been killed or injured in. 
an accident, but not when property has been damaged, and. the second 
provision applies in accid.ents resulting in personal injury or death· 
or in property damage which exceeds a specified amount. 

In eight of 
minimum property 
written reports. 
their provisions 

these lp states, both provisions specify the same 
damage amount and the same time limit for filing 

These eight states and notable differences among 
are as follows: 

Alaska -- Both provisions specify a minimum property damage 
amount of $100, and require that a written report be forwarded to 
the Department of Public Safety within 2 days. The first provision 
also requires that a report be forwarded to the local police depart
ment if the accident occurs within a municipality. The second law 
further provides: 

If the accident results in bodily injury or death or 
property damage in excess of $200, the person prepar
ing the report shall also complete the insurance in
formation portion of the accident report form. 131 

Colorado -- Both provisions specify a minimum property damage 
amount of $100, and require the drtver to make a written report to 
the Department of Revenue within 10 days. The second provision 
also applies to the owner of a motor vehicle. The first law further 
provides: 

Except when supplemental reports are required • • . 
this shall be the only written report required of 
the driver for any and all of the purposes specified 
in this article and in article 7 of this chapter 

- 31 -



[the financial responsibility law], and said report 
shall be required of the driver whether or not the 
accident was investigated by the police authority.1!I 

Idaho -- Both provisions specify a minimum property damage 
amount of $100, and require the driver to forward a written report 
to the Department of state Law Enforcement within 5 days. The 
second law further provides that when such accident occurs within 
an unincorporated city, such report shall be made within 24 hours 
to the police department of such city. 

Kentucky -- Both provisions specify a minimum property damage 
amount of $200, and require t.he driver to make a written report to 
the Department of Public Safety within 10 days. 

Nebraska -- Both provisions specify a minimum property damage 
amount of $2S0, and require the driver to make a written report to 
the Department of Motor Vehicles within 10 days. 

Nevada -- Both provisions specify a minimum property damage 
amount of $250, and require that a written report be filed within 
10 days. The first provision requires that the report be forwarded 
to the Department of Motor Vehicles; the second requires that the 
report be made to the Drivers' License Division of the Department 
of Motor Vehicles. The second law further provides: 

In the case of any operator of any motor vehicle 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission or the public service commission of Nevada, 
such report need not be filed until the 10th day of 
the month following the month in which the accident 
occurred. lsi 

Oregon -- Both prov~s~ons specify a m~n~um property damage 
amount of $200, and require that a written report be filed within 
72 hours. The first provision requires that the report be forwarded 
to the sheriff of the county, or to the chief of police of the city 
in which such accident occurs, or to such other agency as the Motor 
Vehicles Division may establish for the purpose of receiving such 
accident reports. The second provision requires that the report be 
made to the Motor Vehicles Division of the Department of Transporta
tion. 

Rhode Island -- Both prov~s~ons specify a minimum property damage 
amount of $150, and require the driver to make a written report to the 
Registry of Motor Vehicles within 10 days. 
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In the other eight of these 16 states, the two previsions 
specify minimum property damage amounts or time limits ~hich do 
not coincide. These eight states and notable differences among 
their laws are as follows: 

Arkansas -- The first prov~s~on specifies a m~n~mum property 
damage amount of $50, and requires that the driver forWard a written 
report to the State Police within 48 hours. The second provision 
specifies' a minimum property damage amount of $100, and requires 
the driver "of a vehicle of a type subject to registration under 
the motor-vehicle laws of this State" to make a written report to 
the Department of Revenues within 5 days. 

Another law applicable to accidents involving vehicles carrying 
passengers for hire, provides: 

The driver of any taxicab, motor bus, or other motor 
vehicle carrying passengers for hire involved in an acci
dent resulting in injury to or death of any person, shall 
within 48 hours after such accident, forward a written 
report of such accident to the Arkansas State Police, 
which report shall contain a full and complete list of 
the names and addresses of all passengers occupying said 
taxicab, bus, or other vehicle at the time of said acci
dent. 16! 

California -- The first prov~s~on, which does not apply to acci
dents involving only property damage, requires t:.hat the drive"r of a. 
vehicle other than a "cornmon carrier vehicle" make a written 1-BPQr't' 
within 24 hours to the Department of the california Highway Patrol or, 
if the accident occurred within a city, to either the Department of 
the California Highway Patrol or to the police department of the city 
in which the accident occurred. ~~e law further provides that the 
owner or driver of a cornmon carrier vehicle involved in such an acci
dent must make a written report to the Department of California High
way Patrol on or before the 10th day of the month following the acci
dent. 

The second provision specifies a minimum property damage amount 
of $250, and requires that the driver must make a written report to 
the Department of Motor Vehicles within 15 days. This law further 
provides: 

A report shall not be required in the event thqt the 
motor vehicle involved in the accident was owned or 
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leased by or under the direction of the United states, 
this state, or any political subdivision of this state 
or municipality thereof. 171 

I' Delaware -- The first provision specifies a minimum property 
damage amount of $100, and requires the driver to report such acci
dents immediately to the nearest State Police Station, except that 
when such ac~ident occurs within the City of Wilmington,. such report 
must be made to the Department of Public Safety in that city. (This 
law does not specifically require that the report be written, but 
could be interpreted as requiring written reports.) 

The second provision requires "all persons involved in accidents 
coming under sectLon 2921" to make written reports to the Department 
of Public Safety within 5 days. Section 2921 applies security de
posit provisions to any "motor vehicle accident within this State 
which has resulted in bodily injury or death, or damage to the prop
erty of anyone person in excess of $100." 

Louisiana -- The first provision specifies a minimum property 
damage runount of $100, and requires the driver to make a written 
report within 24 hours. The second provision specifies a minimum 
property damage amount of $200, and requires the driver to make a 
written report within 10 days. Both provisions require that the 
report be made to the Department of Public Safety. 

Mississippi -- The first provision specifies a m~nLmum property 
damage amount of $.50, and requires the driver to forward a written 
report within 24 hours. The second provision specifies a minimum 
property damage amount of $100, and requires the report to be made 
within 5 days. Both provisions require that the report be made to 
the Department of Public Safety. 

Tennessee The first provision specifies a m~n~mum property 
damage amount of $100, and requires that the driver forward a written 
report to the Department of Safety within 10 days. The second pro
vision specifies a minimum property damage amount of $200, and re
quires that the driver make a written report to the Commissioner of 
Public Safety t.-lithin 10 days. Persons making the written report re
quired in the second provision need not forwa.rd the written report 
required in the first provision. 

Texas -- The first provision specifies a minimum property dam
age amount of $25, and requires the driver to forward a written 
report within 10 days. The second provision specifies a minimum 
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prapel~ty damage amaunt af $250 I and requires the driver to. make a 
written repart within 10 days. Both pravisions require that the 
repert be made to. the Department ef-Public Safety. 

Wyeming -- The first prevision specifies a minimum preperty dam
age ameunt af $250, and requires that the driver farward a written 
repert to. the State Highway Department within 5 days. The secend 
pravisien specifies a minimum praperty damage ameunt ef $250, and re
quires that the driver make a written repert to. the Superintendent. 

The remaining three states have no. law previding that a driver 
invelved in an accident must file a written accident repert: 

Hawaii Michigan Seuth Daketa 

It is interesting to. note that all three had such laws, and all reL 
pealed them within the last feur years. 

When Driver Is Incapac~tated 

No. Report Required 

The uniferm Vehicle Cede exempts drivers frem the duty to. file 
written accident reperts when t:hey are physically incapable ef cam
plying with that requirement. UVC § 10-107 (c) prevides: 

A written accident repert is net required under 
this chapter frem any per sen who. is physically incapa
ble af making a repert during the peried ef such in
capacity. 

Eleven jurisdictiens have laws which are in substantial cenformity 
with the Cede subsectien. Nine ef these 11 laws are included ameng the 
accident reperting previsiens ef their respective state cedes, while 
two. (Alabama and the District of Columbia) are cedified ameng the fi
nancial respensibility previsions. The 11 jurisdictions are: 

Alaska 
Arkansas 
Florida 

Kansas 
Maryland 
Mentana 

Nevada 
Oklahema 
Tennessee 

Wyeming 
District ef 

Celumbia 

The laws of three ether states exempt physically incapacitated 
drivers frem the duty to. file written reperts. Two. ef these laws 
are included in the financial respensibility previsiens of their re
spective state cedes, while the Massachusetts law is part ef the 
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general accident reporting requirements. These three states and 
their provisions are as follows: 

Delaware The -law provides in relevant part! 

The Secretary of Public safety shall require all 
persons involved in accidents . . . to make reports 
of such accidents . • . provided the person is suffi
ciently mentally and physically able to make such re
ports. In the event a person is unable either mentally 
or physic~:ly to make such reports, then he sh~ll be 
exempted under this section from making such report 
of accidents until such time as the disability is re
moved, at which time he shall make the report required 
within five days from date the disability is removed. 
The burden of proving such disability is on the person 
claimi.ng the exemption. 181 

Massachusetts -- The law provides: 

Such report shall not be required during the period 
of incapacity of any person who is physically incapa
ble of making a report .. 19/ 

Ohio -- The law provides in relevant part: 

A driver involved in a motor vehicle accident 
is not subject to section 4509.06 of the Revised 
Code [requiring writ;ten accident reports] if, during 
the time provided in such section, the driver is 
physically incapabl.f' of making a report. . . .201 

The remaining 37 states have no comparable provision 

Alabama Iowa New Hampshire South 
Arizona Kentucky New Jersey South 
California Louisiana New Mexico Texas 
Colorado Maine New York Utah 

Carolina 
Dakota 

Connecticut Michigan North Carolina Vermont 
Georgia Minnesota North Dakota Virginia 
Hawaii Mississippi Oregon Washington 
Idaho Missouri Pennsylvania West Virginia 
Illinois Nebraska Rhode Island Wisconsin 
Indiana 
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OWner to Report 

The Uniform Vehicle Code pl':'ovides that if the incapacitated 
driver is not also the owner of the vehicle, then the owner must 
file the written accident report. UVC § 10-107(d) provides: 

Whenever the driver is physically incapable of 
making a written report of an accident as required in 
this section and such driver is not the owner of the 
vehicle, then the owner of the vehicle involved in .) 
such accident shall ,.,i thin 10 days after the accident 
make such report not made by the driver. 

The laws of 16 states, like the Code, have a single law; in~ 

cluded among general accident reporting laws, which provides that 
the owner of the vehicle may be required to file the written acci
dent report. 

Nine of these 16 laws are in substantial conformity with the 
Code subsection. All nine laws include time limits within which 
reports must be filed which differ from that specified in the Code 
however. Florida law requires that the report be made within £ive 
days Hafter the accident." Montana law specifies a time limit of 
10 days "after learning of the accident." The remaining seven of 
these laws provide that the owner must make a written report within 
five days "after learning of the accident." These nine states are! 

Alaska 
Arizona 
Florida 

Idaho 
Montana 
New Mexico 

North Dakota 
South Carolina 
West virginia 

The remaining seven o£ these 16 laws do not conform to the.Code. 
These seven states and their provisions are as £ollows: 

Illinois -- The law provides: 

If said driver £ails for any 'reason to make such report, 
the owner of the vehicle involved i1'1 such accident, 
shall, as soon as he learns of the accident, make said 
report to ~he Administrator. 21/ 

Maryland -- The law provides: 

If the driver is physically incapable of making the 
report or is unavailable or refuses to do so the 
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Administration in its discretion may accept a report 
of the accident from the owner. The owner of the 
motor vehicle involved in the accident shall report 
the matter in writing to the Administration and file 
the evidence of insurance required above. 22 / 

Massachusetts -- The law provides: 

If the operator is not the owner of the vehicle and 
is physically incapable of making such written report, 
the owner shall within five days after the accident 
make such report based on such knowledge as he may 
have and such information as he can obtain regarding 
the accident. 23/ 

New Hampshire ..... - The law provides: 

If such operator be physicall:r or mentally incapable 
of making such report, the owner of the motor vehicle 
involved in such accident or his representative shall, 
after learning of the accident, forthwith make such 
report.W 

New Jersey -- The law provides: 

Whenever the driver is physically incapable of 
making a written report of an accidt:nt as required by 
this section and such driver is not the owner of the 
vehicl.e, then the owner of the vehicle involved in 
such accident shall make such report not made by the 
driver. 25/ 

New York -- The law provides: 

If the operator or chauffeur involv€~d in such acci
dent be unable to make such report, the owner of the 
.motor vehicle involved in such accident, if such own
er be. not involved in such accident or incapacitated, 
shall within ten days after he learns of the fact of 
such accident report the matter to the commissioner 
together with such information as may have corne to 
his knowledge relating to such accident. 26/ 
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Wisconsin -- The law provides= 

If there is no other occupant of the vehicle or if 
such occupant is physically or mentally incapable 
of giving the notice and making the report, the owner 
of tbe vehicle involved in the accident shall, as 
soon as he learns of the accident, ~ive the notice 
and make the report required. . • .£1/ 

Fourteen other jurisdictions also have a single law which re
quires an owner to file a written report for an incapacitated driver, 
but these laws are included among the financial responsibility provi
sions rather than among the general accident reporting laws. 

Seven of these 14 laws provide: "If such operator be physically 
incapable of making such report, the owner of the motor vehicle in
volved in such accident shall, within 10 days after learning of the 
accident, make such report.u These seven states are: 

Alabama 
Connecticut 

Georgia 
Louisiana 
Missouri 

Nebraska 
Texas 

Three of these seven laws differ somewhat as follows: The Georgia 
law further specifies that the provision applies when the operator 
is not the owner of the motor vehicle involved. Nebraska law also. 
differs in part, requiring that the driver, within 10 days from the 
time he learns of the accident, report the matter in writing to the 
department. The Missouri law further provides: 

If the operator is also the owner and is incapable of 
filing such report as is required by this section then 
the report will be filed as soon as the operator-owner 
is so capable. If the report is late by reason of in
capability, a doctorls certificate must accompany the 
report certifying same. 28/ 

The remaining seven of these 14 jurisdictions set forth varying 
provisions, as follows: 

Arkansas -- The law provides: 

If any driver be physically incapable of making 
a required accident report and is not the owtler of 
the vehicle involved in such accident, then the owner 
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of such vehicle shall within 5 days after he learns 
of the accident make such report not made by the 
driver, 29/ 

California The law provides: 

If any driver is physically incapable of making the 
report, and is not the owner of the motor vehicle in
volved in the accident, the owner shall, as soon as 
he learns of the accident, report the matter in writing 
to the department,30/ 

Kentucky -- The law provides: 

If the operator is physically incapable of making such 
report, the owner of the motor vehicle involved in such 
accident~ shall, as soon as he learns of the accident, 
report the matter in writing to the department. 3l/ 

Mississippi--· The law provides in relevant part: 

If such operator be physically incapable of making such 
report , , . the owner of the motor vehicle shall make 
such report. 32 / 

Ohio -- The law provides in relevant part that when the driver 
is physically incapable of making a report: 

[TJhe owner, if he were not the driver of the motor 
vehicle involved in the accident, shall within thirty 
days after learning of the accident make the report,llI 

Oregon -- The law provides in relevant part: 

If any driver not the owner of the vehicle involved 
in the accident does not make the report . • . the 
owner shall, as soon as he learns of the accident, 
make the report. 34/ 

District of Columbia -- The law provides: 

If any driver be physically incapable of making 
a required accident report or refuses or neglects to 
make such report, and is not the owner of the vehicle 
involved in such accident, then the owner of such 

- 40 -



vehicle shall within five days after he learns of the 
accident make such report not made by the driver. 35/ 

Six states have more than one law which provides that the owner 
of a vehicle may be required to file the written accident report. In 
all six states, one provision applies to owners of all vehicles and 
is included among general accident reporting laws, while a second 
provision applies only to owners of motor vehicles aild is included 
among financial responsibility laws. These six states are: 

Colorado 
Nevada 

Rhode Island 
Tennessee 

utah 
Wyoming 

In all six of these states, the prOV~SLon in the general acci
dent report laws is in substantial conformity with the Code. Five , 
of these laws (all except Colorado) specify time limits within which 
reports must be filed which differ from that specified in the Code, 
however. Nevada law requires that the report be made within 10 days 
flafter knowledge of the accident." Rhode Island law specifies a 
time limit of 10 days "after learning of the accident. II The remain
ing three laws provide that the owner must make a written report with
in five days "after learning of the accident." 

Of the provisions included in the financial responsibility laws, 
those in -Colorado, Nevada.~ Rhode Island and Utah provide essentially 
as follows: "If such operator be physically incapable of making such 
report, the owner of the motor vehicle involved in such accident shall, 
within 10 days after learning of the accident, make such report." 
Colorado law further specifies that the provision applies when the 
operator "is not the owner of the motor vehicle involved." The remain
ing two laws (Tennessee and Wyoming) do not specify a time limit, but 
rather provide that the owner II shall, as soon as he learns of the 
accident, report the matter in writing." 

The remaining 15 states have no comparable provision. These 15 
states are: 

Delaware Kansas North Carolina Vermont 
Hawaii Maine Oklahoma Virginia 
Indiana Michigan Pennsylvania Washington 
Iowa Minnesota South Dakota 

other Persons to Report 

The laws of 14 states provide that if the driver of a veb..icle 
is physically incapable of making a ~equired accident report and 
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there was another occupant in the vehicle at the time of the acci
dent, such occupant must make the report or cause it to be made. 
The laws of 13 of these states are included among general accident 
reporting provisions. Mississippi has two provisions, one among 
general accident reporting laws and the other among financial re
sponsibility laws. The Uniform Vehicle Code has no comparable pro
vision. These 14 states are: 

Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Florida. 

Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 

Kentucky 
Mississippi 
New Jersey 

Oregon 
Virginia 
Washington 
Wisconsin 

The Virginia law adds that the report made by an occupant shall not 
include a certificate of insurance. The Washington law further pro
vides that upon recovory the driver shall make the report in the 
manner required by law. 

The laws of five other states provide that other persons may be 
required to file accident reports for incapacitated drivers. Three 
of these provisions (Maine, New York and Pennsylvania) are located 
in general accident reporting laws, while the other two are codified 
among financial responsibility laws. These five states and their 
provisions are as follows: 

Colorado -- The law provides: 

If the operator and owner are the same person and 
such person is physically incapable of making such 
report within the required ten-day period, such per
son may designate some other person to make the re
port on his behalf or shall file the report as soon 
as he is able to do so.36/ 

Georgia -- The law provides: 

If the operator and owner are the same person and 
physically incapable of making such report within 
the required lO-day period, such person shall file 
the report as soon as he is able to do so, and, in 
the meantime, the Director has authority to request 
a report of the accident from any officer who in
vestigated the 'accident. 3?/ 

Maine -- The law provides that the driver or some person acting 
for him must make a \-lritten accident report. 
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New York -- The law provides: 

If such operator or chauffeur be physically incapable 
of making such report and there be another participant 
in the accident not incapacitated, such participant 
shall make such report within ten days after such acci
dent. 38/ 

Pennsylvania The law provides: 

If the operator is physically incapable, as a result 
of the accident, of making a report, it shall be the 
duty of any other participant in the accident, who is 
not incapacitated as the result of the accident, to 
forward such report.W 

The Uniform Vehicle Code, between 1934 and 1962, au.thorized " 
the department to require written reports from accident witnesses. 
Although the Code no longer authorizes such reports, the laws of 
24 states provide that the department can require witnesses to make 
a report: 

Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Florida 
Idaho 

Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 

Montana 
New Mexico 
Oregon 
South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Texas 

Supplemental Written Reports 

Utah 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming· 

The Uniform Vehicle Code provides that a driver may be required 
to file supplemental written reports when his original report was in
adequate. UVC § lO-107(b) provides: 

The department may require any driver of a vehicle 
involved in an accident of which written report must be 
made as provided in this section to file supplemental 
written reports whenever the original report is insuffi
cient in the opinion of the department. 

The laws of 26 states, like the Code, have a single provision, 
included in the accident reporting laws, which specifies thatdriv~ 
ers may be required to file supplemental written reports. Seventeen 
of these 26 laws are in substantial conformity with the Code subsec~ 
tion: 
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Arizona 
Delaware 
Florida 
Indiana 
Iowa 

Kansas 
Maryland 
Montana 
New Mexico 

North Carolina 
Oklahoma 
Pennsylvania 
South Carolina 

virginia 
Washingtun 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 

The Maryland law also specifically authorizes requiring supplemental 
reports from vehicle owners, as well as drivers. Wisconsin autho':" 
rizes requiring supplemental reports from any operator, occupant or 
owner of a vehicle. The Montana and Pennsylvania laws apply only to 
the driver of a motor vehicle. 

The remaining nine of the 26 laws differ from the Code section 
somewhat, as follows: 

California -- The law provides: 

The Department of the California Highway Patrol may 
require any driver, or the owner of a common carrier 
vehicle, involved in any accident of which a report 
must be made as provided in Section 20008 to file 
supplemental reports to it whenever the original re-
port is insufficient in the opinion of such department. 40/ 

Illinois -- The law provides: 

The Administrator may require any driver, occu
pant or owner of a vehicle involved in an accident of 
which report must be made as provided in this Section 
or Section 11-410 of this Chapter to file supplemental 
reports whenever the original report is insufficient in 
the opinion of the Secretary of State or the Adminis
trator, and may require witnesses of the accident to 
submit written reports to the Administrator. The re
port may include photographs, charts, sketches, and 
graphf3.W 

Massachusetts -- The law provides: 

The registrar may require any such operator or 
owner to file a supplementary written report whenever 
in the opinion of the registrar the original report 
is insufficient. 42/ 
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Minnesota -- The la.w provides: 

If, in the opinion of the commissioner of public safety, 
the original report of any driver of a vehicle involved 
in an accident of which report must be made as provided 
in this section is insufficient he may require the driver 
to file supplementary reports. 431 

New Hampshire -- The law provides: 

The operator or the owner shall furnish such additional 
relevant information as said director shall require. 441 

New Jersey -- The law provides: 

The division may require operators involved in accidents 
to file supplemental reports of accidents upon forms 
furnished by it when in the opinion of the division, the 
original report is insufficient. 4S1 

New York -- The law provides: 

Every such operator or chauffeur of a motor vehicle, 
or participant in any such accident, or owner of the 
motor vehicle involved in any such accident, shall 
make such other and additional reports as the commis
sioner shall require. 46/ 

South Dakota -- The law provides: 

The superintendent of the highway patrol may 
require drivers, involved in accidents, or peace 
officers to file supplemental reports of the acci
dents upon forms furnished by it whenever the orig
inal report is insufficient in the opinion of the 

. t d t 471 super~n en en . • . .--

This section is without effect, however, since South Dakota has re
pealed all other written accident report requirements. 

vermont -- The law provides: 

The commissioner may require further facts concern
ing the accident to be provided upon forms furnished 
by him. 481 
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Another five jUrisdictions also have a single law which pro
vides that drivers may be required to file supplemental reports, 
but these laws are codified among the financial responsibility 
provisions rather than among the general accident reporting laws. 
~ese laws generally provide that the operator or the owner must 
furnish such additional relevant information as the director re
quires. ~e five jurisdictions are: 

Alabama 
Georgia 

Missouri 
Ohio 

District of 
Columbia 

Seventeen states have more than Ohe law providing that drivers 
may be reqtlired to file supplemental reports. In 16 of these states, 
one provision is included among general accident reporting laws and 
a second provision is located in the financial responsibility laws. 
Idaho has one provision among general accident reporting laws and a 
second among laws pertaining to the department of motor vehicles. 
(In discussing the laws of these states, the provision codified with 
the general accident laws will be referred to as the IIfirst" provi
sion, and the other provision will be referred to as the IIsecond.") 
In 15 of these 17 states, the first provision applies to the driver 
of a vehicle and the second applies to the driver of a motor vehicle. 
In the other two states (Idaho and Oregon) both provisions apply to 
the driver of a vehicle. 

The first provisions of 11 states are in substantial conformity 
with the Code: 

Alaska 
Arkansas 
Colorado 

Idaho 
Mississippi 
Nevada 

Rhode Island 
Tennessee 
Texas 

Utah 
Wyoming 

All 11 of these states also have a second provision. Generally 
thesf~ provide that the driver or owner may be required to furnish 
such additional relevant information as may be required. The 
Mississippi law also provides that supplemental reports may be re
quired from vehicle occupants. Two of the 11 laws differ as follows: 

Alaska -- ~e law provides: 

The department may require additional reports or 
information which, in its opinion, are necessary to 
properly process the report and determine the neces
sary action to be taken. The supplemental reports 
shall be returned to the department within 14 calendar 
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days from the date the request for the supplemental 
information was deposited in the mail by the depart~ 
ment. 491 

Idaho -- The law provides: 

The department ma.y require drivers, involved in acci
dents, or police departments to file supplemental 
reports of accidents upon forms furnished by it when
ever the original report is insufficient in the opinion 
of the department.2Q( 

The remaining six of these 17 states have two provisions, neither 
of which is in conformity with the Code. These six states and their 
provisions are as follows: 

connecticut -- The first law provides in relevant part: 

Any operator, whether resident or nonresident, of 
any motor vehicle or any road roller involved in an acci
dent . . . shall supplement such report by a detailed 
statement, on forms of the ·type prescribed in section 
l4-l08a and provided by the commissioner. . . .. The 
commissioner may require such report from the owner of 
such motor vehicle. . . . 

The second law provides: 

The operator or the owner shall furnish such additional 
relevant information as the commissioner requires. 52 / 

Kentucky -- The first law provides~ 

The State Police may require the operator to file 
supplemental reports whenever the original report re
quired by subsection (2), is, in its opinion, insuffi
cient. It may also require witnesses of accidents to 
render reports to the State police.Ql! 

The second law provides: 

The operator or the owner shall make such other 
additional reports relatin~ to such accident as 
department shall require.~ . 
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Louisiana -- The first law provides: 

The department of public safety may require the 
driver of a vehicle involved in an accident or a col
lision which is required to be reported by this section, 
to file a supplemental report when the original report 
is insufficient in the opinion of the department of 
public safety, and the department of public safety may' 
require witnesses of a collision to render reports. 55! 

The second law provides: 

The operator or the owner shall furnish such additional 
relevant" information as the commissioner shall require. 56/ 

Maine -- The first. law provides: 

The Secretary of state may require drivers of vehicles 
involved in any such accident to file supplemental re
ports whenever the original report is insufficient in 
the opinion of the Secretary of State. 57/ 

The second law provides: 

The driver, or the person acting for him in reporting, 
shall furnish such additional relevant information as 
the Secretary of State shall require. 581 

Nebraska -- The fiJ.:st l~w provides: 

The Department of Roads or Department of Motor Vehicles 
may require operators involved in accidents to file 
supplemental reports of accidents upon forms furnished 
by it whenever the original report is inSUfficient in 
the opinion of the department.2~ 

The second law provides: 

The operator or the owner shall make such other and 
additional reports relating to such accident as the 
Department of Roads or Department of Motor Vehicles 
shall require. 601 
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Oregon -- The first law provides: 

Whenever the original report is insufficient in 
the opinion of the Motor Vehicles Division, the divi-
sion may require drivers involved in accidents to file 
supplemental reports of accidents, and may also require 
witnesses of accidents to render reports to the division.§!! 

The second law provides: 

The driver and the owner shall make such other and 
additional reports as the division may require. 62 / 

The remaining three states have no law providing that drivers 
may be required to file supplemental accident reports: 

Hawaii Michigan North Dakota 

Status and Use of Written Reports 

Confidential Status 

The Uniform Vehicle Code specifies that written accident reports 
are generally confidential, but they may be used by state agencies 
for accident prevention purposes, the identity of a person involved 
in the accident may be disclosed, and insurance information must be, 
disclosed. UVC § 10-107(e) provides as follows: 

All written reports required in this section to be 
forwarded to the dclpartment by drivers or owners of vehi
cles involved in accidents shall be without prejUdice to 
the individual so reporting and shall be for the con~i
dential use of the department or other State agencie~ 
having use for the records for accident prevention pur
poses, except that the department may disclose the· 
identity of a person involved in an accident when such 
identity is not otherwise known or when such person de
nies his presence at such accident. The department shall 
disclose ,,,hether any person or vehicle was covered by a 
vehicle insurance policy and the name of the insurer upon 
payment of a fee not to exceed $ ••••.•.•• (REVISED, 1975) 

The underlined portion dealing with disclosure of insurance infor
mation was added to the Code in 1975. 
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Thirty-eight jurisdictions have comparable laws dealing with 
the confidential nature of written accident reports. .'Ihirty-six 
df these jurisdictions, all except Connecticut and the District of 
Columbia, include the provision that written accident reports shall 
be without prejudice to the individual so reporting. The 36 states 
are: 

Alabama Indiana New Jersey South Carolina 
Arizona Iowa New Mexico Tennessee 
Arkansas KentucJ<:y North Carolina Texas 
California Maine North Dakota Utah 
Colorado Minnesota Ohio Virginia 
Delaware Mississippi Oklahoma Washington 
Florida Montana Oregon West Virginia 
Idaho Nebraska Pennsylvania Wisconsin 

"Illinois Nevada Rhode Island Wyoming 

Thirty-one of the 38 jurisdictions with comparable laws include 
the provision that such reports are for the confidential u~e of the 
department. Twenty of these 31 (marked with asterisks in the list 
below) also include authorization for use of the reports by other 
state agencies for accident prevention purposes. Eleven of the·20 
(marked with double asterisks in the list) also include authoriza
tion for use of the reports in administration of the financial re
sponsibility laws. The 31 states are: 

Alabama* Indiana* North Carolina Texas* 
Arizona** Iowa North Dakota** utah** 
Arkansas Kentucky Ohio Virginia* 
California Minnesota Oklahoma*~~ Washington* 
Colorado Mississippi Oregon* West Virginia** 
Florida* Montana** Rhode Island** Wisconsin 
Idaho** Nevada * South Carolina* Wyoming * * 
Illinois New Mexico** Tennessee** 

Four of these states, Montana, North Dakota, Oklahoma and Wyoming, 
each have an additional law providing that written accident reports 
"shall be confidential," and are not open to public inspection, nor 
may any copy of lists of such reports be made. 

Four more of the 38 have laws similar to the 31 discussed above, 
but these four laws do not use the word confidential. The laws 
specify that written accident reports are for information of the 
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department and are not open to pub~ic inspection. These four 
states are: 

Delaware Nebraska New Jersey Pennsylvania 

The remaining three of the 38 jurisdictions provide as follows 
regarding the confidentiality of written accident reports: 

connecticut -- No law is directly comparable to UVC § lO-l07(~)~ 
but one law specifies certain records of the department (written 
accident reports are not specifically included) shall be open to 
public inspection, and that all other departmental records may be 
regarded as confidential by the commissioner. 

, 
Maine -- The law provides that such reports shall be without 

prejudice to the per~on making the report, but is otherwise silent 
regarding confidentiality. 

Dis,trict of Columbia -- The law does not specifically declare 
such reports confidential, but specifies that they are not open to 
publio insp8ction and no copy of a list of such reports may be made. 

With regard to the exceptions to the confidential nature of 
written accident reports, 24 of the 38 jurisdictions have the Code 
exception that the department may disclose the identity of a person 
involved in the accident when it is otherwise unknown or when the 
person denies involvement. The 24 states are: 

Alabama Idaho Nevada Texas 
Arizona Illinois New Mexico Utah 
Arkansas Indiana North carolina Virginia 
California Kentucky Rhode Island Washington 
Colorado Minnesota South Carolina West Virginia 
Florl.da MississLppi Tennessee Wisconsin 

Four jurisdictions have laws specifying that written accident 
reports may be examined by any person named in the report, or by 
his representative. The four jurisdictions are: 

Montana 
Oklahoma 

Wyoming 
District of Columbia 

Another eight states have similar exceptions to the general 
rule of confidentiality of written accident reports. These excep
tions are generally limited to certain interested parties, and in 
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some cases only a partial disclosure of the report is authorized 
or required. The eight laws provide as follows: 

Arkansas -- The state police may disclose to any person in
volved in the accident, or his attorney or agent, the name and 
address of all occupants of any vehicles involved in the accident. 

California -- The department must disclose the entire contents 
of the report to any person who has a proper interest therein, in
cluding the drivers involved, or their parents~ guardians or au
thorized representatives; any persons injured; owners of damaged 
vehicles or property; and any attor.rey representing any of the in
volved parties. 

Indiana -- The department may disclose to persons sustaining 
loss or injury, or such person's agent or attorney, the names and 
addresses of the owners and operators of involved vehicles, license 
numbers and descriptions of such vehicles, time and place of the 
accident, names and addresses of persons killed or injured, and 
the names and addresses of witnesses. But the county prosecuting 
attorney may request that such information not be provided if crimi
nal charges are pending against any person as a result of the acci
dent, and the department must then withhold the information. 

Iowa -- Upon the request of any person involved in the accident, 
his attorney, or an insurance company, the department must disclose 
the names and addresses of other involved persons. 

Ohio -- The department must provide a copy of the report, upon 
payment of a fee, to any person claiming to have been injured or 
damaged in the motor vehicle accident, or to his attorney. 

oregon -- The department must disclose, upon request, to any 
party involved in the accident, or in the event of his death to a 
family member or personal representative, the identity of the own
ers, drivers and occupants of involved motor vehi~les, the license 
number of the vehicle, and the identity of any witnesses. 

Virginia -- Accident reports are open to inspection of any 
person involved in the accident, or his attorney. Upon request 
of any such person, attorney or any "insurance carrier reasonably 

\.a arntici.pating exposure to civil liability as a consequence of the 
. ,ccident," the department must fur,nish a copy of the report, at 
th7 expense of the person requesting the copy. 

\ 
\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 
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Washington -- The names and addresses of involved persons and 
witnesses, the vehicle license numbers and descriptions of involved 
vehicles, and the date, time and location must be disclosed to any 
person with a proper interest therein, including an involved driver, 
his parent or guardian: any injured personi any owners of vehicles 
or property damagedi and any authorized representative or attorney 
for such a pe~son. 

A provision added to the Uniform Vehicle Code section in 1975 
requires the department to disclose insurance information. Six 
states have comparable provisions relating to disclosure of insur
ance information from written accident reports: 

Idaho -- The law allows disclosure of insurance information. 
I 

Illinois -- The law requires disclosure of an insurance carrier1s 
identity. 

New Mexico -- The law allows disclosure of insurance information. 

North Carolina -- The law specifically does not prohibit dis
closure to interested parties of the names of insurers, and insured 
persons, and the insurance policy numbers. 

Oregon -- The names of any companies insuring the owners or 
drivers of involved vehicles must be provided upon request to any 
party involved in the accident, or to a member of his family or 
his personal representative if the involved party is dead. 

South Carolina -- The department may disclose, upon request, 
to any person who has suffered injury -to his person or property I 
any information contained in the report regarding the existence 
of insurance coverage. 

Privileged Status 

The Uniform Vehicle Code specifies that written reports may 
not be used as evidence in any civil or criminal trial arising 
out of the accident, but the department may furnish a certificate 
showing that a report has or has not been made, and certain limited 
factual information contained in any such report, upon the demand 
of any party to such a trial or any court. Written accident reports 
may also be used as evidence in a prosecution for making a false 
report. UVC § 10-l07(f) provides as follows: 
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No written reports forwarded under the provisions 
of this section sball be used as evidence in any trial, 
civil or criminal, arising out of an accident except 
that the department shall furnish upon demand of any 
party to such trial, or upon demand of any court, a 
certificate showing that a specified accident report 
has or has not been made to the department in compli
ance with law, and, if such report has been made, the 
date, time and location of the accident, the names and 
addresses of the drivers, the owners of the vehicles 
involved, and the investigating officers. The reports 
may be used as evidence when necessary to prosecute 
charges filed in connection with a violation of 
§ 10-108. 

Forty-one jurisdictions have comparable laws. The 10 states 
lacking such comparable laws are: 

connecticut 
Hawaii 
Kansas 

Maryland 
Massachusetts 

Michigan 
New Hampshire 
New York 

South Dakota 
Vermont 

All 41 of the jurisdictions with comparable laws prohibit the 
use of w'ritten accident reports as evidence in a civil trial. Four 
of these jurisdictions have provisions in their financial respon
sibility laws which provide essentially as follows: 

The report requir~d following an accident, the. 
action taken by the department pursuant to this chapter, 
the findings, if any, of the department upon which su~h 
action is based, and the security filed as provided in 
this chapter, shall not be referred to in any way, and 
shall not be, any evidence of the negligence or due care 
of either party at the trial of any action at law to 
recover damages. 63 / 

The four jurisdictions with such laws are: 

Georgia 
Louisiana 

Missouri 
District of Columbia 

One state, Texas, has a law which simply provides that written 
accident reports are "privileged. n Such a law should preclude use 
of the reports as evidence in both civil and criminal trials. 
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The remaining 36 states all have provisions similar to uvc 
§ 10-107(f) specifying that written accident reports may not be 
used as evidence in either a civil or a criminal trial: 

Alabama Illinois Nevada Rhode Island 
Alaska Indiana New Jersey South Carolina 
Arizona Iowa New Mexico Tennessee 
Arkansas Kentucky North Carolina utah 
California Maine North Dakota Virginia 
Colora.do Minnesota Ohio Washington 
Delaware Mississippi Oklahoma West Virginia 
Florida Montana Oregon Wisconsin 
Idaho Nebraska Pennsylvania Wyoming 

Regarding the exceptions specified in the laws, only the Nevada 
law is in substantial conformity with the Code subsection by allow
ing a certificate disclosing the date, time and location of the acci
dent and the names and addresses of the drivers, vehicle owners and 
investigating officer, 'and by specifically allowing reports to be 
used in a trial on charges of making a false report. 

TWenty-eight states, including Nevada, allow a more limited 
certificate merely showing that a report was or was not made, solely 
to prove compliance with the reporting requirement. Five of the 28, 
Nevada, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Wyoming, authorize 
such a certificate upon the demand of a party to such a trial or 
upon demand of the court. The otners authorize a certi.ficate upon 
demand of a person who has, Qr claims to have, made a written report, 
or upon demand of the court. The 28 states are: 

Alabama rllinois New Mexico Tennessee 
Arizona Indiana North Dakota Utah 
Arkansas Kentucky Ohio Virginia 
California Minnesota Oklahoma Washington 
Colorado Mississippi Oregon West virginia 
Florida Montana Rhode Island Wisconsin 
Idaho Nevada South Carolina Wyoming 

Another six states have laws which do not authorize any cer
tificate, but which do provide that the fact that a report has been 
made is admissible to show compliance with the requirement. The 
six states are: 

Delaware 
Maine 

Nebraska 
New Jersey 
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Local Authorities May Require Reports 

The Uniform Vehicle Code specifies that local authorities may 
by ordinance require an involved driver, or the owner'of an in
volved vehicle, to file a written accident report. Such reports 
are subject to the provisions of tJVC § 10--107, including those pro
visions relating to the privileged and confidential nature of written 
accident reports. UVC § 10-115 provides as follows: 

Any local authority may by ordinance require that 
the driver of a vehicle involved in an accident, or 
the owner of such vehicle, shall also file with the 
designated municipal department a written report of 
such accident or a copy of any report herein required 
to be filed with the department on accidents occur
ring within their jurisdiction. All such reports 
shall be for the con~idential use of the municipal 
department and subject to the provisions of § 10-107 
of this act. 

TWenty-four states have similar laws ~lUthorizing local au
thori ties ,to require written accident reports. TWo of the 24, 
Florida and Pennsylvania, authorize requiring accident reports 
in very general terms without specifying from whom the reports 
may be required. The other 22 differ from the Code section by 
authorizing local authorities to require such reports only from 
involved drivers, and not also from vehicle owners. The 24 states 
are: 

Arizona Iowa North Dakota Texas 
Arkansas Kansas Oklahoma Utah 
Florida Kentucky Oregon Virginia 
Idaho Mississippi Pennsylvania West Vi::::ginia 
Illinois Montana Rhode Island Wisconsin 
Indiana New Mexico South Carolina Wyoming 

Three of these states, Idaho, Iowa and Oregon, also have laws which 
require submitting a written accident report to municipal authori
ties When the accident occurs within a municipali.ty. No local ordi
nance is required. Reporting to the municipal authorities is re
quired by the state law. Another five states have similar laws 
requiring reports to municipalities when accidents occur within 
the local jurisdiction: 

Alaska 
California 

Delaware 
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The remaining 22 jurisdictions do not have a law comparable to 
UVC § 10-115. One of the 22, Nevada, has enacted a l~w which pro
hibits local ordinances regulating the duties of persons involved 
in accidents other than the duty to stop, render aid and provide 
information. The 22 jurisdictions are: 

Alabama Maine Nevada Sou th Dakota 
Colorado Maryland New Hampshire Tennessee 
Connecticut Michic;ran New Jersey Vermont 
Georgia Minnesota New York District of 
Hawaii Missouri North Carolina Columbia 
Louisiana Nebraska Ohio 

False Reports 

The Uniform Vehicle Code prohibits false reports. UVC § 10-108 
provides: 

A person shall not give information in oral or 
written reports as required in this chapter knowing 
or having reason to believe that such information is 
false. 

The laws of 33 jurisdictions have similar provisions specifi
cally prohibiting false accident reports: 

Alabama Kansas New York Tennessee 
Alaska Kentucky North Carolina Texas 
Arkansas Louisiana North Dakota Utah 
California Maine Ohio Virginia 
connecticut 1vlaryland Oklahoma Wisconsin 
Florida Mississippi Oregon Wyoming 
Georgia Missouri Pennsylvania District of 
Idaho Nevada Rhode Island Columbia 
Illinois New Hampshire 

The remaining 18 states have no comparable provision: 

Arizona 
Colorado 
Delaware 
Hawaii 
Indiana 

Iowa 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 

Montana 
Nebraska 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
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Failure to Report 

The Uniform Vehicle Code specifies that failure to make a 
required written report, or to make that report within the t,ime 
prescribed, constitutes a misdemeanor. The Code also specifies 
that the department must suspend the license of a person failing 
to make a required report until the report has been made, and 
the department may extend the suspension for not more than 30 
days thereafter. UVC § 10-109 provides: 

The commissioner shall suspend the license or 
permit to drive and any nonresident operating privi
leges of any person failing to report an accident 
as herein provided until such report has been filed, 
and the commissioner may extend such suspension not 
to exceed 30 days. Any person who shall fail to make 
a written report as required in this chapter and who 
shall fail to file such report with the department 
within the time prescribed shall be guilty of a mis
demeanor and upon conviction shall be punished as 
provided in § 17-101. 

All jurisdictions except Florida, Hawaii, Michigan and South 
Dakota have comparable laws. Hawaii, Michigan and South Dakota 
formerly had comparable laws but repealed them along with the written 
accident report requirement. Florida requires a written accident re
port but has no law directly comparable to UVC § 10-109. The other 
47 jurisdictions all have comparable laws specifying a penalty or 
some adminis'trative action for failure to make a required written 
accident report. 

Forty-one of these 47 jurisdictions, like the Code, specify 
some administrative action in response to a failure to report. The 
six states that do not specify administrative action but only a 
penalty in their comparable laws are: 

Arkansas 
Nebraska 

New Hampshire 
Oregon 

Vermont 
Wisconsin 

Of the 41 laws that specify spme administrative action, 22, like 
the 'Code, provide for a mandatory suspension of the driver's license 
until the report is filed. These 22 states are: 

.,.. 58 -

]' 



, 

Alabama Georgia Mississippi South Carolina 
Alaska Illinois Missouri Texas 
Arizona Iowa New Mexico Utah 
Colorado Kansas North Carolina vrashington 
Connecticut Louisiana Rhode Island West Virginia 
Delaware Wyoming 

One other state, Indiana, provides for mandatory suspension 
or revocation of the license for failure to submit a require acci
dent report. This law does not specify the duration of the sus
pension or revocation. 

Fifteen of the 41 laws provide for discretionary rather than, 
mandatory license action. Nine of the 15 specify that the depart
ment may suspend the driver's. license for failure to make a required 
report: 

California 
Minnesota 
Nevada 

North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 

Pennsylvania 
Virginia 
District of Columbia 

The California, Nevada and Ohio laws do not specify the duration of 
the suspension. The other six laws specify that the suspension con
tinues until the report is filed. The Virginia law allows suspension 
only if the person has been convicted of the offense of failing to 
report an accident as required. 

The other six of the 15 laws providing for discretionary license 
action authorize the department to either suspend or revoke the driver's 
license: 

Kentucky 
Maine 

Maryland 
Massachusetts 

NeW Jersey 
New York 

The New York law authorizes suspension or revocation, and provides 
that in addition, the license may be suspended until the report is 
filed. The other laws do not specify the duration of the suspen
sion or revocation. 

The remaining three of the 41 states have two laws which differ. 
(Some of the states already discussed also have two laws, one in the 
accident provisions and another in the financial responsibility pro
visions, but the laws are in substantive agreement.) One law in each 
of these three states provides fo~ mandatory suspension, and the other 
law provides for discretionary suspension (discretionary suspension 
or revocation in the case of Idaho). The three states are: 
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Idaho Montana Tennessee 

One of the Idaho laws does not specify the duration of the suspen
sion or revocation, but the second Idaho law, and both Tennessee 
and Montana laws specify that the suspension continues until the 
report is filed. 

Seventeen of the 41 jurisdictions discussed above include in 
their laws the Code provision that the suspension may be extended, 
at the discretion of the department, for not more-than 30 days be
yond the time of filing the report. The 17 jurisdictions are: 

Alabama 
A'laska 
Connecticut 
Georgia 
Kansas 

Louisiana 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 

North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Oklahoma 
Rhode Island 

SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 

Coroner's Reports 

Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
District of 

Columbia 

The Uniform Vehicle Code requires the state agency which keeps 
death records to make a monthly report to the department of motor 
vehicles regarding the death of any person resulting from a vehicle 
accident. UVC § 10-110 provides as follows: 

The state bureau of vital statistics (or other 
state agency keeping records of deaths) shall on or 
before the 10th day of each month report in writing 
to the department the death of any person resulting 
from a vehicle accident, giving the time and place 
of the accident and the circumstances relating there
to. 

Prior to 1962 this section required periodic reports from coroners 
regarding vehicle accident deaths. 

Two states, Kansas and Nevada, have laws which conform substan
tially with the Code section requiring the bureau of vital statistics 
to report. 

Another 31 states have laws which are similar to the earlier 
Code provision requiring such reports periodically from coroner~ 
or medical examiners: 
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Alabama Idaho Nebraska Texas 
Arizona Illinois Ne-...r Jersey Vermont 
Arkansas Indiana New Mexico Virginia 
California Kentucky North Carolina Washington 
Colorado Louisiana Oregon West Virginia 
Connecticut Minnesota 

~. 
Pennsylvania Wisconsin 

Florida Mississippi South Carolina Wyoming 
Georgia Montana Tennessee 

Five states, including four which require periodic coroner's 
reports as discussed above, have laws requiring COl:oners to give 
an immediate notice to the department with regard to any vehiole 
accident death which ocours in the coroner's jurisdiotion. In all 
these states except New York the coroner must make a second written 
report to the department covering the same death. The five states 
are: 

Alabama 
Florida 

Indiana New York 
Virginia 

The remaining 17 jurisdictions do not have a provision in their 
vehicle code comparable to UVC § 10-110. Of course other state law 
may specify the duties of coroners or of the agency maintaining 
death records, and such laws may impose comparable duties. The 17 
jurisdictions with no comparable vehicle code section are: 

Alaska 
Delaware 
Hawaii 
Iowa 
Maine 

Maryland 
Massaohusetts 
Miohigan 
Missouri 

New Hampshire 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 

Tests for Alcohol or Drugs 

Rhode Island 
South Dakota 
Utah 
District of 

Columbia 

A 1975 amendment to the Uniform Vehicle Code added a section 
providing for the withdrawal of a bodily substance from a driver 
or pedestrian killed in a vehicle aocident. The provision will 
be worded essentially as follows: 

§ 10-116 -- Chemical tests in fatal crashes 
(a) When an accident results in the death of 

any driver or pedestrian within four hours of the 
accident, the medical examiner (or official per
forming like functions) shall withdraw blood or 
another bodily substance from the deceased driver 
or pedestrian so the amount of alcohol in his 
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blood can be determined. When possible, the with
drawal shall occur within eight hours of death. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not require withdraw
ing blood or any other bodily substance from a pedes
trian who was less than 16 years of age at the time 
of his death. 

(c) The medical examiner (or official per
forming like functions) or an approved laboratory 
shall analyze the blood or other substance to de
termine the amount of alcohol in the dead driver's 
or pedestrian's blood. 

(d) The results of the analysis required by 
this section shall be reported to the department 
and may be used by state and local officials only 
for statistical purposes that do not reveal the 
identity of the decreased person. Nothing in this 
SUbsection shall restrict the tests as evidence in 
criminal or civil proceedings. 

(e) Withdrawal of blood or another bodily 
substance and its analysis shall comply with re
quirements of the (State department of health). 
(NEW SECTION, 1975) 

Fourteen states have adopted comparable laws: 

Colorado 
California 
Connecticut 
Idaho 

Indiana 
Minnesota 
Nebraska 

Nevada 
New Hampshire 
North Dakota 

Pennsylvania 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 

All of these laws would require testing \'Jith respect to a fatally 
injured driver or pedestrian involved in a motor vehicle accident. 
Three of the laws (California, Nevada and North Dakota) would addi
tionally require testing as to any fatally injured occupants of the 
vehicle, including the driver and any passengers. The Colorado law 
also provides that where it can not be immediately determined who 
was driving the vehi{';!le, testing is required for all fatally injured 
vehicle occupants. 

The Code provision specifies that a sample must be obtained 
from all dead drivers, and from dead pedestrians 16 years of age 
or older. Seven of the 14 laws are similar in providing a minimum 
age applicable to pedestrians while requiring testing of all dead 
drivers regardless of age. Three (Minnesota, Nebraska and Wisconsin), 
like the Code, use a minimum age of 16. TWo (Indiana and Washington) 
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specify a minimum of 15. The other two (New Hampshire and West 
Virginia) r.efer to all drivers and all lIadult pedestrians. II Thr~e 
more of the 14 states sp~cify a minimum age applicable to both 
drivers and pedestrians. The Colorado and California laws apply 
only to persons 15 y~ars of age or over, although the California 
law requires testing of younger persons if the surrounding circum
stances indicate the possibility of alcohol, barbiturate or am
phetamine consumption. 'the Pennsylvania law applies only to persons 
over the age of 16. The remaining four laws (Connecticut, Idaho, 
Nevada and North Dakota) do not specify any minimum age for appli
cation of the law. 

TWo of the 14 laws appear to cover some deaths in addition to 
those resulting from a vehicular accident. The California law 
covers any death "occurring while the deceased was driving or riding 
in a motor vehicle, or as a result of deceased being struck by a 
motor vehicle." The North Dakota law covers any death "resulting 
from a motor vehicle accident or other unnatural death occurring 
in a motor vehicle. II All the other laws apply only to deaths result
ing from a vehicle accident -- most applying only to such accidents 
involving a motor vehicle. 

Eight of the laws, like the Uniform Vehicle Code provision, 
apply only where death takes place within four hours of the aoci
dent. The eight with this limitation are Colorado, Indiana, Minne
sota, Nebraska, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Washington and West 
Virginia. The California law specifies that death must occur within 
24 hours after the accident. 'llJ:1e Wisconsin law specifies six hours. 
The Idaho law applies when death occurs "contemporaneously with" 
the accident. The Nevada law does not specify when death must occur 
in relation to the accident, but does specify that the blood sample 
must be withdrawn within eight hours after the accident, so geath 
would have to occur within that eight hour period in order for the 
law to apply. The remaining two laws, Connecticut and North Dakota, 
do not specify when the death must occur in relation to the accident. 

The Code section also provides that when possible the blood or 
other body sUbstance should be withdrawn within eight hours of death~ 
Only five of the laws contain similar provisions. The connecticut 
law specifies that the sample must be taken within four hours after 
death. North pakota provides that the sample must be taken within 
24 hours after death. The West Virginia and Wisconsin!! laws specify 
that the sample must be taken within 12 hours after de9'th. The 
Nevada law specifies that the sample must be taken wittlin eight 
hours after the accident. The time limit for taking the sample in 
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relation to the time of death would thus be no more than eight 
hours, and could be less. The remaining nine laws do not specify 
any time limit between time of death and time of withdrawal of 
the sample. Five of the laws (California, Colorado, North Dakota; 
West Virginia and Wisconsin) do specify that the sample must be 
withdrawn prior to embalming the body. The Wisconsin law requires 
the mortician to obtain a release from the medical examiner prior 
to embalming any body covered by the law. 

The Code section specifies that a sample of blood or another 
bodily substance is to be taken from the, deceased accident victim. 
Only the Colorado law is like the Code section in this respect. 
Seven of t11e laws (Connecticut, Idaho, Nevada, New Hampshire, North 
Dakota, Washington, and We.st Virginia) require withdrawal of a blood 
sample. California specifies blood and urine. Pennsylvania speci
fies blood and/or urine. Wisconsin provides for withdrawal of a 
urine specimen only. Indiana refers to necessary specimen to deter
mine the blood alcohol concentration. The Minnesota and Nebraska 
laws do not require taking samples, but specify that such tests as 
are. necessary to determine the alcohol or drug content of the blood 
must be performed. 

All of the laws except New Hampshire specify that the purpose 
of the test is to determine the alcohol content of the blood. New 
Hampshire does not specify the purpose of the test. Seven of the 
laws (California, Colorado, Idaho, Minnesota, Nebraska, NOJ'':h Dakota 
and Washington) also specify that the test is to determine the drug 
content. Colorado and North Dakota also test for carbon monoxide, 
and North Dakota also tests for "other toxic sUbstances." 

The Code specifies that the results of the testing are to be 
used for statistical purposes that do not r~veal the identity of 
the deceased person. Six of the laws (Iuaho, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, West Virginia and Wisconsin) contain similar restric
tions on the use of the test results. The Code section also speci
fies, however" that the test results are not privileged. North 
Dakota specifies that the test results are obtainable for use in 
court by subpoena. Colorado and New Hampshire specify that the 
results are not to be open to the public but may be revealed to 
partiel'> to lelgal actions a.rising out of the accident. Nevada 
specifies that the results are part of the public record. Three 
states, on the other hand, (Nebraska, Washington and West Virginia) 
pxovide that the test results are privileged and may not be used 
as evidence in any civil or criminal case. Four states (California, 
Connecti~ut, Indiana and Pennsylvania) do not specify the use of . 
the test results. 
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Activities of the Department 

The Uniform vehicle Code specifies that the department of motor 
vehicles must tabulate all accident reports and pUblish statistical 
accident data. UVC § 10-114 provides as follows: 

The department shall tabulate and may analyze all 
accident reports received in compliance with this chap
ter and shall publish annually, or at more frequent 
intervals, statistical information based thereon as to 
the number and circumstances of vehicle accidents. 

The vehicle codes of 36 ~tates contain similar provisions under 
which some state agency takes the accident reports and compiles sta
tistical accident data therefrom. The 36 states with comparable l~ws 
are: 

Alabama 
Arizona 

- Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 
Idaho 

Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Michigan 
Mississippi 

Montana Pennsylvania 
Nevada Rhode Island 
New Hampshire South Carolina 
New Mexico Tennessee 
North Carolina Texas 
North Dakota utah 
Ohio Washington 
Oklahoma West Virginia 
Oregon Wyoming 

Several of these laws specify in greater detai·1 the kind of 
information which the department should provide from its review of 
accident reports: 

Colorado -- The information should be provided in such a way 
as to be valuable to the highway department in eliminating roadway 
hazards. 

Indiana -- A second law provides that the department of safety 
must collect, compile, interpret and publish statistics and informa~ 
tion relating to highway motor vehicle accidents. Where it appears 
that an undue hazard is causing accidents the department must call 
this to the attention of the proper local or state officials and en
list their cooperation in removing the hazard, so far as is practical. 

Pennsylvania -- The secretary of revenue is authorized to com
pile any statistics he deems helpful in advancing highway ~afety. 
Three agencies are jointly responsible for establishing a central 
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accident analysis ,ystem capable of providing an annual statistical 
summary of motor vehicle accidents with break downs as to type, 
time, location, road and weather conditions, type of traffic control, 
conditions and actions of drivers, and conditions and types of vehi
cles. Such statistics should also identify hazardous road locations, 
provide information on the basis of which police duty assignments 
can be more effective in preventing accidents, and evaluate speed 
limits and traffic laws to aid the legislature in making needed 
changes. 

Washington -- The information should show the number of acci
dents, their locations, their frequency and the circumstances thereof, 
and other data of assis~ance in determining the cause of vehicular 
accidents,' and must be made available to appropriate a.gencies for 
fu:):'theranalysis relating to the regulation of highway traffic, high
way construction, and regulation of vehicle op~rators. 

Five of the states have laws which authorize the department to 
undertake further research to determine the cause of accidents and 
b;> evaluate methods of accident prevention. One of the five, Illi
nois, authorizes the department to conduct special investigations 
·of accidents, and t,.:::> require supplementary reports from drivers, 
owners and police agencies. Another Illinois law provides more 
detail: 

The Department at its discretion may also provide 
for in-depth investigations of an accident by individ
uals or special investigation groups, including but not 
limited to police officers, photographers, engineers, 
doctors, mechanics, and as a result of the investiga
tion may require the submission of written reports, 
photographs, charts, sketches, graphs, or a combinatior: 
of all. Such individual written reports, photographs, 
charts, sketches, or graphs may be used only for acci
dent studies and statistical or analytical purposes, 
shall be for the priviieged use of the Department and 
held confidential, and shall not be used in any trial, 
civil or criminal. 64/ 

In four other states, California, Louisiana, North Carolina and 
Tennessee, the law provides that based upon its findings after 
analysis of accident reports, the department may conduct further 
necessary detailed research to more fully determine the cause and 
control of highway accidents, and may conduct experimental field 
tests to prove the practicability of various ideas advanced in 
traffic control and accident prevention. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

1. While it would be prema\..ure to suggest that there isa 
trend in state accident laws away from emphasis on written accident 
reports by involved parties, this review of the laws does indicate 
that three states have recently repealed their written report re
quirements. Another two states have added provisions indicating 
that if a report is filed by an investigating police officer, no 
written report by the involved parties is required. This sarne e~
ception to the written report requirement was just added to the 
Uniform Vehicle Code. Do written accident reports by involved 
parties really serve a useful function in providing information to 
help prevent future accidents? Such reports are subject to consid
erable bias and are likely to be less competent than a report sub
mitted by a police officer trained and/or experienced in accident 
investigation and reporting. Possibly the primary actual function 
of written accident reports relates to the administration of finan
cial responsibility laws. Where financial responsibility laws have 
been replaced, is it still necessary and desirable to require a 
written report from the-involved parties, particularly where the 
investigating officer files a report? 

2. Of course not all accidents are investigated by the police. 
Just which accidents should be investigated by the police is a ques
tion of continuing debate. Those who are interested in obtaining 
information about the causes of accidents argue the desirability of 
a careful and competent police investigation of every vehicular acci
dent. Others argue that the police are overloaded with important 
f~nctiqns and should not be wasting time investigating minor property
datn"age-only accidents. Under the Uniform Vehicle Code and the laws of 
most states the extent of police accident investigations will be deter
mined by laws dictating which accidents must be immediately reported 
to the police, and by police department policies and work loads regu
lating which of those reported accidents will be investigated. In 
most states no immediate notice to the police is required with respect 
to a property-darnage-only accident. In a minority of states immediate 
notice to the police is required if the property damage exceeds a 
specified dollar threshold. Even-in these states such accidents may 
not be investigated, however, since only a few states require police 
to investigate all reported accidents, and where the police are not 
required by law to investigate, they may decide to apply their re
sources to more important functions. The Uniform Vehicle Code now 
requires immediate notice to the police when an accident results in 
death, injury or 'property damage to the extent that a vehicle is so 
disabled as to prevent its normal and safe operation. If the police 

.., 67 -



investigate any accident, they must file a written report, but 
nothing in the Code requires the police to investigate any accident. 

3. without regard to whether the police investigate and report 
an accident there is the question of whether they should respond to 
the accident to control and clear the scene and restore efficient 
traffic flow, in order to prevent another accident directly result
ing from the first. One problem with the laws in those states which 
do not require immediate notice to police of a property-damage-only 
accident is that the police may not be made aware of the existence 
of a dangerous accident scene to which they should respond in order 
to control traffic and restore proper flow. Where a property-damage
only accident involves disablement of a vehicle, the police definitely 
should be notified and should respond to the scene. 

4. Existing accident laws demand much of a person under very 
difficult circumstances of emotional stress, and possible physical 
injury. Greater uniformity in accident laws would be highly desira
ble. Such uniformity would increase the possibility that the driver 
would know and understand his responsibilities upon ~ccident involve
ment, both in his home state and elsewhere. Such uniformity would 
also facilitate programs on a national level to educate drivers re
garding these responsibilities. In this context, it should be o~
served that existing programs to educate drivers regarding their 
duties upon involvement in an accident too frequently stress the 
driver's duties in terms of avoiding civil liability, rather than 
in terms of complying with accident laws. One potential benefit of 
a no-fault insurance system is that drivers may finally be allowed 
to learn that clearing the accident scene, restoring traffic flow 
and preventing further accidents' are more important than preserving 
evidence of who caused the accident. 
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FOOTNOTES 

1/ This Commentary was prepared by the staff of the National 
Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances, 1776 Massa
chusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C., under contract with the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Research assis
tance for this Commentary was provided by Michael L. Gallavan, a 
student at the Washington College of Law, American University, 
Washington, D.C. 

~ UVC § 10-101 (1968) . 

.lI The New Hampshire law is worded somewhat differently than the 
others but probably has the same effect. It provides: "The provi
sions of this section shall be of general application and shall not 
be restricted to a public way as defined .... " N.H. Rev. Stat. 
Ann. § 262-A:67 (Supp. 1973). 

4/ See, Fisher and Reeaer, VEHICLE TRAFFIC ~AW, p. 101, The Traffic 
Institute, Northwestern University (1974). 

-~/ See 25 Op. Conn. Atty. Gen. 26 (Feb. 25, 1974). 

6/ Ark. Stat. Ann. § 75-923 (Supp. 1973) . 

2/ Ind. Stat. Ann. § 9-3-1-l(e) (1973) • 

8/ Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 4509.01(J) (1973). 

9/ Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 23, § 1129 (Supp. 197-5) . 

10/ The concept of this Code amendment is drawn from Highway Safety 
Program Standard No. 18, "Accident Investigation and Reporting," 
Issued May 8, 1972, U.S. Department of Transportation, National High
way Traffic Safety Administration and Federal Highway Administration. 
The Standard provides, in relevant part: 

Each State, in cooperation with its political sub
divisions, shall have an accident investigation program 
meeting the requirements established herein. 

C. Owner and driver reports. 1. In accidents 
involving only property damage, where the vehicle can 
be normally and safely driven away from the scene, the 
drivers or owners of vehicles involved shall be re
quired to submit a written report consistent with State 
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reporting requirements" to the responsible State 
agency. A vehicle shall be considered capable of 
being normally and safely driven if it does not 
require towing and can be operated under its own 
power, in its customary manner, without further 
damage or hazard to itself, other traffic elements, 
or the roadway. 

2. In all other accidents, the drivers or owners 
of motor vehicles involved shall be required to imme
diately notify the police of the jurisdiction in which 
the accident occurred. This includes, but is not 
limited to accidents involving: (1) fatal or nonfatal 
personal injury. or (2) damage to the extent that any 
motor vehicle involved cannot be driven under its own 
power, in its customary manner, without further damage 
or hazard to itself, other traffic elements, or the 
roadway, and therefore requires towing. 

11/ Michigan formerly had a law which, like the current Code provi
sion, req\,l:i.red immediate notice to police of an accident resulting 
in death, injury or "a vehicle or vehicles becoming so disabled as 
to be incapable of being propelled in the usual manner." The law 
was amended in 1966 to SUbstitute a property damage threshold of $200 
in place of the disabled vehicle criterion for reporting property
damage-only accidents. Mich. Stat. Ann. § 9.2322, amended by Gen. 
Laws 1966, ch. 171. 

12/ Pa. Stat. Ann. tit. 75, § 1217(a.1) (1971, SUppa 1975). 

13/ 13 Alaska Adm. Code § 08.085 (a) (1975) . 

14/ Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 13-5-22(2) (Supp. 1965) • 

15/ Nev. Rev. stat. § 484.150(2) (1973) . 

16/ Ark. stat. Ann. § 75-906(b) (1957) . 

17/ Cal. Vehicle Code § 16000 (Supp. 1975) . 

18/ Del. Code Ann. tit. 21, § 2909 (a) (Supp. 1970) . 

19/ Mass. Alin. Laws ch. 90, § 26 (1967). 

20/ Ohio Rev. Stat. Ann. § 4509.08 (1973). 
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21/ Ill. Ann. Stat. ch. 95 1/2, § 11-410 (Supp. 1975). 

22/ Md. Ann. Code art. 66 1/2, § 10-107(a) (Supp. 1974). 

23/ Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 90, § 26 (1967). 

~ N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 262-A:67 (1966, Supp. 1973). 

25/ N.J. Stat. Ann. § 39:4-130 (1973). 

~ N.Y. Veh. & Traf. Law § 605(a) (1970). 

27/ Wis. Stat. Ann. § 346.70(3) (1971). 

~ Mo. Stat. Ann. § 303.040 (1972). 

W Ark. Stat. Ann. § 75-1420 (b) (1957). 

lQ/ Cal. Vehicle Code § 16003 (Supp. 1975). 

31/ Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 187.320(1) (1969, Supp. 1972). 

32/ Miss. Code Ann. § 63-15-9 (1972). 

33/ Ohio Rev. Code Ann. § 4509.08 (1973). 

111 Ore. Rev. Stat. § 486.111 (1974) . 

. 
~ D.C. Code Ann. § 40-428(b) (1973). 

36/ Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 13-7-9(1) (Supp. 1965). 

37/ Ga. Code Ann. § 92A-604 (1972). 

38/ N. Y. Veh. & Traf. Law § 605 (a) (1970) . 

39/ Pa. Stat. Ann. tit. 75, § 1217 (a) (1971, Supp. 1975) . 

40/ Cal. Vehicle Code § 20009 (1972) . 

41/ Ill. Ann. Stat. ch. 95 1/2, § 11-406 (b) (Supp. 1975). 

42/ Mass. Ann. Laws ch. 90, § 26 (1967). 

43/ Minn. Stat. Ann. § 169.09 (1960, Supp. 1975). 
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44/ N.H. Rev. stat. Ann. § 262-A:67 (1966, Supp. 1973). 

~ N.J. stat. Ann. § 39:4-130 (1973). 

46/ N.Y. Veh. & Traf. Law § 60S(a) (1970). 

47/ S.D. Compo Laws Ann. § 32-34-11 (1967). 

48/ vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 23, § 1129(b) (1975). 

49/ 13 Alaska Adm. Code § 08.085(df (1971). 

50/ Idaho Code § 49-106(c) (1967, Supp. 1973). 

51/ Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 14-108 (1970, Supp. 1975). 

52/ Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 14-116 (1970, Supp. 1975). 

53/ Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 189.580(4) (1969, Supp. 1972). 

~ Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 187.320(1) (1969, Supp. 1972). 

55/ La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 32:398(c) (1963). 

2§/ La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 32:871 (1963, Supp. 1975). 

57/ Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 29, § 871 (Supp. 1974). 

58/ Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 29, § 783(1) (1964, Supp. 1973, Supp. 
1974). 

59/ Neb. Rev. Stat. § 39-6104.04 (1974). 

60/ Neb. Rev. Stat. § 60-505 (1974). 

61/ Ore. Rev. Stat. § 483.606(2) (1974). 

62/ Ore. Rev. Stat. § 486.116 (1974). 

63/ This provision was in the Uniform Vehicle Code from 1944 until 
1971. UVC Act IV, § 11 (1944); UVC Act IV, § 42 (1952); UVC § 7-219 
(1954, 1956,1962, 1968). Several other states have similar. laws 
(Alabama, Alaska, Iowa and Nevada, for example) but they also have 
laws similar to UVC § 10-107 (f) which are discussed in the text. 

64/ Ill. Ann. Stat., art. 95 1/2, § 11-408(c) (Supp. 1975). 
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