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CHAPTER 1

THTRODUCTION

. Many communities do not have precise knowledge
af eriminal justice information in such & munner as (o
enable them to adequately plan for comprehensive crim-
inal justice programs.,  While most communities have
considerable information pertaining to the incidence
of crimes, few have anidlyzod these data Jocationally,
particularly in relation to specific neighborhood
characteristics, . .0

The problem identified in the above -fotation sets the stage

“for the analysis that follows. This paper examines crime data for

El Paso Countvy, Colorade, for 1975, from a locational viewpoint.
Bata were used peretaining to all crimes committed in the county in
1975 (exelusive of the Colorado Springs corporate'éicy) for which
rolice files existed. |

Graphic displays depict the locations of crimes and the re-
sidences of eriminals, and a determination is made for the average
distance scpnrﬁtion of crime and criminal for various tvpes af
crimes. Additionally, regression analyses sugpest factors pfohably
rospon§ihle for crime in va;ious areas of the councy.

Throughout “the paper, references are made to crime groups

by name ‘of the group presented helow. In each case the reference

refers to all erimes in that category; that is, o reference to robhery

includes offenses 1-A.  Offense numbers rofer to those assigned in

Goraly, ¥, Pvle, ¢t al.,, The Spatial Dvnamics of Crime, Depart-
ment of Geography Resource Paper No. 159, (Chicapo: Bniversity of
Chiicagoe, 1974), p. 1. ‘




. ""n..,.

Table 1. The wroups are: robbery (offense tvpes 1-6)7 assault

(offense types 7-9); vehicle theft (offenze tvre

(offense types 11-14); larceny (offense tvpes 15-

crimes (offense types 19-22),

TABLE 1

TOTAL OFFENSES BY TYPE OF CRIME

Offense Number ' Type

1 Armed Robbery

2 Attempted Robbery

3 Aggravated Robbery

4 Attempted Agpravated Robbery
5 Commercial Robbery

6 Personal Robbery

7 Assault

8 Attempted Assault

9 Menacing

10 Auto Theft

11 Attempted Commercial Burglary
12 Attempted Household Burglary
13 ‘ Commercial Burglary

14 Household Burglary

15 - Larceny~Theft

16 Arson

17 : Check Fraud

18 ) Criminal Mischief

19 Rape

20 Attempted Rape

21 Sexual Assault and Child Abuse
22 Incest

TOTAL

All the data referenced in this repoht are

10); buralary

18); and sex

Number of Offenses

14
3
78
6
6
19
119
0
40
225
6
12
226
1170
859
11
25
287
41
0

21
2

3170

arrest data. In

many cases, the suspect may not have been convicted. The word

vriminal as wsed throughout the report should, therefore, be under-

stood. to refer to alleged criminal.




Ay rederence to the nunber of evimes, namber of crisinals,
namher of victins, vte., without a reference to a1 piadce refers
to that numher as it pertains to El Paso Countv, Colorade, for
1975,

The authors caleulated crime rates for eich census tract of
F1 Paso Countv {exclusive of the Colorada Sprinvu vorporiate ejeeh
hased on people per crime for all crimes combined, Phillips

) ‘1

addressed a variety of cther procedures for caleulating erime rates.”
Stightly differing rates would emerse i, for exunople, th erime
rate for houschold burglaries were a function of honsine unite per
burglary. Since the number of peonle in an-arcea is o geod surrogate
for the number of houses, number of automobiles, crel, avd since
this paper is attempting to examine the distribution of all tyﬁvs
of crime in the county, the authors determin;d the people per erim
rate to be the most applicable. Table 2 presents the number of
crimes, the population, and the pcop]e per crimc for El Paso Countv
census tracts for 1975, TFigure 1 depicts the location of the ten
high erime census tracts.

Fort Carson (tract 44.00) is nxciuded from Table 2, as much
of its crime reporting was handled internally by the military police,

and is not reflected in police records.

2 S1is . , .

Phillip D, Phillips, "Risk-Related Crime Rates snd Crime
Patterns,” Proceedings of the Association of American Geographers,
Vol. 5, 1973, pp. 221-222. ‘ : ‘




TABLE 2

PEOPLY. PER CRINME

Tract Hunmbef Crime Population Preple Per Crime
1.00 6 51 8.5
2.00 37 225 6.1
3.01 1 2590 2394.0
3.02 0 1722 172 0%
4.060 1 14 15,0

11.01 3 115 . 10%,0
11.02 7 166 21.7
13.01 3 129 L3.0
13.02 4 246 1.9
14,00 3 58 1.3
24.00 . 27 558 .7
25.00 154 5248 14,1
28.00 65 977 13.0
29.00 284 5304 2004
30.00 170 4745 ' 27.9
31.00 : 73 1329 18.2
32.00 Bl 1087 . 17.0
33.01 23 610 26.5
33.02 129 1797 13.9
34.00 45 1943 43.2
35.00 124 2854 23.0
3u.7) 68 1424 20.9
371 23 1654 78.8
37.02 ; 8 303 100, 4
38.90 13 7554 581.1

" 139.01 .0 1580 1580 .0%
39.02 162 6331 : 36 .1
40.01 131 1500 11.5
40.02 74 614 8.3
40.03 55 211 1.8
40,04 10 5 .5
41.00 23] 5827 . 25,2
42.00 121 2832 | 23.4
43.00 ' 400 3712 , 9.3
45.01 176 4119 . , 23.4
45,02 124 » 5111 41.2
45.03 78 4530 161.8

S 46.00 4 1238 309.5°
TOTALS 2,849%% 81,513

*For the purpose of calculating a people per crime value for these
tracts, it was necessary to assume that ane crime had occurred in
each.

**The total number of crimes in Table 2 does not equal 3170. Many
crimes were incorrectly listed. in police records as having ovcurred
in non-existing census tracts. These could not, therefore, be
included in the crime count for any county tract.
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CHAPTER 17

THFE LOECATION OF (RIVES AND THE RESIDENCES OF
CRIMINALS IN EL PASO COUNTY, COLORADO, 1975

, . .3
Lee and uther rescarchers noted that 5 distance decay function
chavarterizes the separation of erimes and the residences of
crizimils. This separation mav vary between different tvpes of
. . . .
crimes, El Paso County data corroborate his suggestions.
The plottings on the maps and the averape distance separation
vilues are based on a large sample of criminals apprechended for each

5

crime proup (Table 1),

Robbery

The spariat separation of rooberies and the residences of
crininals averaped 6.15 miled. A predominance af robberics exists
in the county sreas south of Colorado Springs (Figure 2), possibly
hecause of the locarion of the Fort Carson military post in that

6 < . -
aAred. Five of the eriminalys (one-third of those plected) were in
the Arav. Three soldiers resided on the wmilitary post and the

other twe lived in the civilian community.

As distanre iancreases, the quantity of the variable measured
devroanses.

, :
L ». * e . ..
vuk Lev, Yee Leung and Lionel Lvles, "Two Conceptual Approaches
and ap Empirieal Anajvsis of the Origin Node of Vionlent Crimes,"

Prococding: of the Association of American Geopraphers, Vol. 6, -
1974, p. 155,

S 4 .
ALl distance measurements refer to straight line distances.
Crimes arge plotted only if the. eriminal was apprehended, and only
if his or her residence was in El Paso County, Colorado, including
Celorado Springs. k

f . ,
Fort Carson soldivrs constituted twenty—~four. percent of El Paso
County ceriminal apprehensions in 1975, - -

<on

9
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TABLE 3

EL PASQO COUNTY CRIME STATISTICS FOR 1975

Total
Apprehensions

7Zoof Criminals
Apprehended

Crime Total
Group Crimes
Robbery - 126
Assault 159
Vehicle Theft 228
Burglary 1414
Larceny 1182
Sex Crimes 64
Totals 3170

44

35
4]
19
12
19

44

Total Crimes

% Plotted of

Plotted Those Apprehended
15 . 34
37 57
12 28
104 62
72 59
14 50
254 52
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Assault

Assault<s., like robberies, wore dominantle located in the
tracts just te the soutl of Cw]nradukSprings (Figure 3). As with-
robberies, a larwe number of the ocourrences were in the heavily
commereialized south Nevada Avenue area.

The distance separation of the location of the erime and the
residence of the criminal varied considerably in different aren#
of the county, but averaged 1.97 miles. South of Colorada Springs
the distance s¢paration was quite large. 1In contrast, the separa-
tion was extremely small in the arcd eaéc of the eity,

Assaults were committed exclusively by civilians in the arca
east of the city, whereas Army personnel commitred many sowth of
the city. ©Of the thirtv-seven cases plotted for the entire county,
Army personnel committed fifteen. All had residences south of
the c¢ity, The implication is that soldiers dassauliod straongers,

whereas eivilians attacked neighbors or family menbers,

Vehicle Theft
Military personnel were generally not involved in vehicle
thefts. Only seventesn percent of rhis tvee crime (Figure &) was
attributed to them. As with the other ;dbegnrius gf crimes, the
arva south of the city fared worst. The average sbntiu1 sepavat jor

of crimes and the residences of the criminals was 3.71 miles.

12

.




R IEAT YT R
i Puime. L aee
bS
]

)
* Te
| I [l
Mins g
?
$
]
3
s pee
]
'
]
)
[}
North - §
1
!
$
H Green Mpuntam Fatls
(]
t
§Chipite Pare
1
1
i Cnscadn >
1
=i
' .
3 35 00
H Marutou Spfrn
i
H 3403
]
[}
[}
B o 1 o b 0t 8
ey
1
I H
1
i

- ELPASQ COUtaYy

{1, Colorado Springs
6 Towns
=i County border
Roads

i,

CEMSUS TRACTS {1870])

Tract borders
Troct Nurnbers
THE SRATIAL SERARATION
G ALSAULTS AND THe
AESIDENCES OF CRIMINAL

S

A LT AN OF 4 pnl

I L L L L L L LI L X TR T P TS PR R R T Y Y X

O RESIUT NG LT CTIMIENAL

preimimimiant

T T T T N R R R Y T

WESTERN  EL PAS0 COUNTY

J T Ll L L L T T TR e e Ll

Morurent ©

A

Black Forest

BLE M

EL R
USAF ACADEMY

- oo

v - -

L A N N R S N S R R A )

l

]

1.00
4.00 i

7~

State 94

33 m
LERY ]

N
~
7%
& FLRAT CARSUN

© Fountam

4503

GO

EE Y Ty P

€1 Gat e s temey
a7 e e

AAAAITTILAIAATIIIAITALAATAALLALLATATLIATIAATAIALLIILILSAIATEASTALLASAANANANSLAARSGAASalinaananarasssasasaaaassyany

ek i N P 8



w o A3 2 A
_{,s'mﬁ_ ] ;ﬁ\ir"f.gﬁ “:g,wﬁ
po g AURS LA L
“,L W F., 37 Lm A #
ot R & (LR BT A A

1

EL PASO COUNTY

L T e T X S b L KL T

!
L]
'
[}
o ¥ 2:
o - |
Mies
!
!
]
f
!
!
s
i
H
1
L
North §
i
]
i
i Green Mountam Fails
i
'
gChipits Park
i
[}
i Cascade
i
-——————-
1 « : .
i 35060
1 Aantou Sgi
: 34.00
i
[]
f
&

S i mn b w3 gy by R

{7, Coloredo Springs
S Towns

=imem County border

———— Rosds

CENSUS TRACTS {1870)
Tract borders
m Tract Numbers

HE SPATIAL SEPARATION
b VEHICLE THEFTS AND THE
ESIDENCES OF CRIMINALS

o LOF ATION OF CHRIME

RESIDENCE QF CRIMINAL

N

ARy

L T R R o R R Ry Ny Y Y

prmimcmimimi

Y S SRS g N e Y I TP LR AT Y T PERP R R X T Rt

WESTERN  EL PASO COUNTY

40 6 S € g 5 e 3 SN § S o G F e Y 4 S D 6 O o ¥ O 2 ot ¥ e S e

S - 4o

4502

N B 42 00
Secuhity,
AR00
L3,
Wiachekt
2400
2)
<
‘31
o}"b FORT CAHSON O Fountan
4503
e
&

.
Y
’
‘
’
3
v
’
’
’
’
’
:
¢
v
3
’
.
4
.
:
&9 01 ‘
’
’
Hiack Forest "
:
A
’
’
4
’
’
‘.
29 02 ‘
USAF ACADEMY :
. :
4
A
Falcon
State 84 -
) 46 0

[YRSLUPRVITE )
o g o b o

FALAILTAAAALATALALALAALIATTALTAATALATATALILATLLILIALTALANAITLAIAATE LA R0 s rlaasianasssrnasasrasasnanasas




Burglary

Burglary was the most frequently committed crime. The plotting
of 104 origin and destination cases again reflects the predominance
of crime in the area south of Colorado Springs. Army personnel
were %ess frequently involved in this crime than any other. Only
fouri=en of the 104 plotted burglaries were committed by Fort Carson
sdldiérs (thirteen percent), and only eight of the soldiers resided
on the military post (Figure 5). The distance between the location
of the crime and the residence of the criminal was considerably
greater south of the c¢ity than to the east. In the latter area,
the criminal operated within his or her o neighborﬁood in nineteer
out of twenty cases. ’

For the county as a whole, the average distance separation
between places of the burglaries and the residences of the criminals

was 1.71 miles.

Larceny

Army personnel constituted twenty-eight percent of the
lérceny offenders plotfed. Those soldicfs residing on-post com-
mitted their crimes primarily in the Security-Widefield area and

-in the area of south Nevada-Avenue. Baseé Sn the origin and des-
tination plotéings of seventy-two crimes, there is more of a ten-

dency for Colorado Springs residents to travel to the county to

commit this crime than any other (Figuré 6).

15
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military status of the population in the two areas. Civilidus more

The average distance separation of the locations of the

crimes and the residences of the criminals was 1.80 miles.

Sex Offenses

Fort Carson soldiers were more frequently .involved in sex
of fenses than any other crime plotted. Of the frurteen crires
shown iu Figure 7, six were committed by this group. Four of those
six criminals re«ided on the military post.

This c¢rime, as with all other érime groups, was concentrated
in the areca to the south of the citv. The average distance separa-
tion herween the levations of the corimes and the residences of (the

criminals for the ulferses plotted was 3078 mibis

s .

Sumniary ‘ .
All tvpes of crimes predominated in the ares south of Colorade
Springs. Criminals who resided in that area tended to be more
mebile in the commission of their crimes than those livina to the

ecast of the vitv. To some extent, this was traced to the ~ivilian- \

commonly committed criminal acts in close proaximity to their
residences than did militarv personnel.

The average discance separation of residences of criminals

and places of occurrence of crimes varfed considerably between )

erime categories. The widest separation (6,15 miles) occurrad

with robberies, followed by sex offenses (3.78 miles) and vehicle o Ry
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thefts (3.71 miles). There was an average distance separation of
less than two miles for each of the other three crime’groups.

Pyle, in his study of Akron, Ohio, in 1971, noted that
assaults tended to occur in close proximity to the criminal's
residqnce.7 The data for El Paso Couﬁﬁy confirm that finding.

In contrast, burglaries showed the largest distance séparation
in Akron in 1971, yhile showing the shortest distance separation in
El Paso County in 1975.8 It was further noted by Pyle that in
Atlanta in 1973, Fhose arrested for robberv traveled only approxi—
mately one-~fourth as far from their residence to commit the crime
as those arrested for burglary.g Almost the exact reverse was true
for E1 Paso County. |

This viariation possibly can be explained by the differences
in population density in Akron and Atlanta; and E1 Paso County.
Additionally, the findings mav vary because of the different levels
of aggregation of the data. In Pvle's study, the data on locations
and crimes and residences of the criminals are aggrepated only to,
the census tract level. In this study, exact locations (by street

address) are plotted for bath the origin and destination of the

criminal, .
,7Py1a, The snsatial Dynamics of Crime, p. 151.
8Ibid., p. 166,
9 .
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CHAPTER TIX

EXPLANATION OF CRIMES IN £L PASO COUNTY, COLORADO, 1975

Geographers and other social scientists have examined crime
in metropolitan areas with the goal of suggesting the factors
responsible for the occurrence of crime. - They found that such
variables as the size of the minority population, the percent of

young males in the population, distance traveled to commit the

10

-crime, and others all influence the crime rnte.

Four classes of varialles were examined in El Paso County

" (exclusive of the Colorado Springs corporate citv) using a stepwise

multiple regression model in an effort to determine the variables

influencing the crime rate. The study arca does not contain a

major urban citv, but is classified by the Census Bureau as a
metropelitan statistical area. The variables can be grouped into
faur categories: social, economic, demographic, and spatial. Values

for the first three were extracted from the 1970 Census of Population

and Housing, Colorado Springs, while the fourth's values were obtained

from 1975 maps. Although. the values for vach of the first three aroups

of variables changed absolutely from 1870 to 1975, the Pikes Poak Area

10For example, Sarah L. Bogas, "Uirban Crime Patterns,' Ameri—
can Soriological Review, Vol. 30, 1965, pp. 899-90R; Keith D.

Hirries, "“Social Indxrntors and Metropolitan Vnrx‘Llons in Crime,
Procecedings of the Association of American Geographers, Vol, 5,
L1973, pp. 97-101; Yuk Lee and Frank J. Egan, "The Geography of
Urban Crime:  The Spatial ‘Pattern of Serious Crime in the Citv of
Denver " Proceedings of the Association of American Geographers,

“Vol. 4, 1972, pp. 59-64; Pyle, The Spatial Dvnamics of Crime.




Council of Governments stated to the authors that the ehanges yers
statistically similar for each of the countv's census tracts, and
therefore, the 1970 data reflocted accurate relative values for 1075.

The social variables used for cach census tract were: per-
cent of all persons sixteen to twentv-one yecars, not high school
graduates and not erirolled inm school; percent of all occupied
housing units with 1.01 or more persons per room; percent of all
housing units built from 1960 to 1970; percent qf all housing units
renter occupicd: pvréent of ali-year-round dwellings with twd or
more units in the structure; and, number oonccupied housing units
per square mile (PSHM). :

The economic variables were: percent of all families below
the poverty level; the median value of all orcupiod hnusing unitss,
the mean income of all families and unrelated individuals; and, the
ﬁcrccnt of all cccupied housing units with two or move automoblles
available.

The demographic variables werc: percent of minoritijes in the

population; and, percent of voung males (aged fourteen to twenty-
four) in the population. ‘

The distance variables were: digtance from the main gate of
Foft Carson Army Post to the ncarost’point of the éunsus triace;
distance from Acadgmy Boulevard (the major North-South thuruﬁghfﬂr&
in eastern Colnrado Springs) to‘chc nearest point of the cunsus
; tfnct: and, distance from the Central Business District (CBD) to

the nearest point of the census tract.
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Previons orime studieos used the ahove variables witl: the
exception of the distance messurement to o military base.  The per-
cent of various erimes committed by military persomnel indicated
that the variable of distance to Fort Carson would probably bde
influential i erplaiuirg crimes in El Paso County. The distance
ta Academy Boulevaord variable was added after initial rvegression
Profrdams oxnlnkrwd titrle of the erime rate variance, and a2 plotting
0f hisd orime rote tracts revealed the location of some to be in
clase n~~7iw{&y o Academy Boulevard,

Obviousiy, < e autoeorrelation exists between the variables,
but it was veasoned thar, Tor example, siwply because a trwt has
a4 Yow mean fncone does pot necessarily indicote it will have a low
percent of dwelling units with two or more automebiles.  Therefore,
the data fer vach variable displav somewhat differvent information.

Fort Carson (tract 44.90) was excluded from all regression
Procvddrva. ts rch of jgu rrime renorting was handled inwernally
and is not reflected in police records,

The initia) program included all thircv=cight counly cunsuy
travts in the model.  The explained varianse was sixtv-one percent.
“The vonnlu5ionb_roachod bv the authors were that either the vari-

ables were ndt linearf{lv related to Lthe crime rate, or that the

viariables explainiong erime {n the varlous rcensus tracts were




considerably different. 1In an ecffort to increasec the explained
variance and still retain the linear characteristics of the model,
tracts of the coﬁnty were divided into most and least urbanized
portions. This was - accomplished by determining the area 6f each
of the tracts, and calculating each tract's housing density per
square mile.

The explained variance increased to beyond ninety—hine per—
cent when the model included only the seventeen tracts with the
highest densities. These tracts were selected due to a natural break
in housing densities. For an identification of those tracts see
Figure 8. The explained variance increascd to beyond nino;y—three
percent when date for only the twenty-one low density tracts were:
used in the model. The variables responsible for explaining
variance in the twbrmodels, however, diffecred considerably.

-When examining only the high dénsity areas, the distance to
Fort Carson was the most important independent variable, with a
multiple r of .43 (Table 4). There was a positive correlation
of the same value between the crime rateés and the distances to
Fort Carson. The second most impoftant'indopundeAL varinbio in ;his

.. model was the distance of the census tract from Acédomy BnﬁleVard,
increasing the multiple r to .84.  The simple correlationg how;

‘ R ever,,betwqeh the crime rate in various high‘dEnsity,travts‘and
their distance to Academy Boulevard was a\—.Z&. indicating that
the farther a tract was ffom this thoroughfare the more 1ikely

it was to have a high crime rate.
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TABLE 4

EXPLANATION OF CRIME RATES 1IN DENSELY POPULATED

EL PASO COUNTY CENSUS TRACTS FOR 1975

Correlation With

Independent Vérlable ’

Distance to Fort Carson

Distance to Academy Boulevard

Dwelling Crowding Factor

Percent - Minorities

Dwelling Units PSY

Distance to CBD

Percent - Two or More Cars

Mean Income

Percent - Families Below Poverty Level
Percent - Not in Schuol and Not H.S. Grads
Percent Young Men

Percent = Renter Occupied

Percent - Dwellings Built 1960-1970
Percent - Dwellings w/Twe or More Unlts
Median Value of Dwellings

i

Crime Rate

1+ 1 4+ +

o+ 4

Multiple v

43394
.83987
.86161
. 88653
.89492
.90012
.90491
.91882
.94335
.945n2
.95955
97221
<98637

$99742
.99962

r squared

.18830
.70538
.74238
. 78594
. 30089
.81022
. 81886
.84422
.88615
.89306
+92074
.94519
.97292
.99484
.99925



i e &L e
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The multiple r increased slowly with the addition of other
independent variables.  Nine of the \fériablvsywero negatively
correlated with the ‘\mrious tract’'s c¢rime rates.

When examining the low density areas, the distance to the
[91:3)} Emm'pwi a5 the most fmpertant independent variable, with
a muttinle v value of (79 (Table 3). The percent of a tract's
populition sixteen to twenty—one years, not high s hool );:‘r:du.itus
and - not enrolled in school proaved to be the second most  imbortant
tndependent variable, with o pultinle r value of (R7. 'l'hi‘:\
variable wais negatively l"e[nLcd to the erime rite, however,
indicating that the fewer non-graduates who wére neot in school and
f;hop]d have hvl on, the higher the crime rate vas Tikelv o beo  The
other twelve independent variables included in the cquation cach

sxplained only a small perceat of the variance.

Summary
The distance to Fort Carson emerged as the most fmportant

variable responsible for explaining vrimes in the densely poputated
county census tracts. However, distance ranked onlv eighth in ix&;mr—
tanee i explaining crimes in the sparsely populaced areas.  The im-
pYic.!tim\ ig-that Fory Cirson personnel were responsible tor g far e
percent” of ali Lht“"v‘“ml)“-"' erimes (ryentv=four percenty smsoenphaived
in the s’yurund chapter), bhut tnat they committed thvsu erinics Lot

Farge oxtent, in deoscelv napulated areas.
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TABLE 5

EXPLANATION OF CRIME RATES IN SPARSELY POPULATED

EL PASO COUNTY CENSUS TRACTS FOR 1975

Independent Variuhle

Distance to CBD

Percent ~ Not in Schoeol and Not H.S. Grad
Distance to. Academy Boulevard

Percent -~ Families Below Poverty Level
Percent - Minorities

Percent - Dwellings w/Two or More Units
Percent - Young Men

Distance to Fort Carson

‘Percent = Dwellings Built 1960-1970

Percent - Renter QOccupied
Median Value of Dwellings’
Dwelling Crowding Factor

Mean Income s
Percent - Two .or More Cars

Correlation With
Crime Rate

(R i T S B S S B B SN B I

Multiple ¢

.78909
86877
.90630
.92601
.94169
.94520
.95077
.95266
95719
295932
.961325
.96653
.96758
.96798

r squared

62266
75477
.82138
.85749
.88677
.89340
.90397
.90756
.91621
.92029
.92786
93419
.93621
936099




The variables responsible for explaining crimes differed
depending upon whether a census tract was densely or sparsely
e o populated. Some variables were negatively and others pesitively
, related to crimes in both densely and sparsely populated areas
(Table 6).

}he influcnce on crime rates of tract location in ro]dtign
to the CBD in sparsely populated tracts is impressive. The re-
gression anﬁlysis additionally identified other than distance
variables responsible for explaining the crime rates. BMany of
these are associated with the root causes of crime.

Some variables identified in the study as being positively or
negativelyrrelated to crime rates warrant more in-depth investiga-
tion prior to being labeled causal factors in crime. For example,
the crowding factor (within dwellings) was positively correlated
with crimes in all county areas, as cxpected, however, as the per—
cent of dwellings with two or more housing units increased, the
crime rate supris}ngly decreased.,

Pect notes that too many crime studies dwell on selurions to
manage crime and spend little time attempring to alleviate the

g k causes of crime.11 This studv has idqntified soeveral variables

' : ' possibly related to criminal causes. Fufther rescarch should sub-
stantiate such relationsgips. By implémenting solutions te eradicate
faot causes of crihe, the course of action of loca:i governments cogld

shife from amelioristic pragmatism to farsighted planning.

llRichard Peet, "The Geography of Crime: A Political Critique,”

The Professional Geoprapher, Vol. 27, No. 3, August 1975, pr. 277-280.
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TABLE 6

RELATIONSHIP OF VARIOUS INDEPENDENT VARIABLES TO CRIMES IN DENSELY AND SPARSELY POPULATED
‘ ~ AREAS OF EL PASO COUNTY IN 1975 ‘

; . Correlation With Crime Rate In:
Indenendent Variable , . Densely Populated Tracts Sparsely Populated Tracts

Social Variables

Percent ~ Not in School and Wot H.S., Grad
Dwelling Crowding Factor

Percent - Dwellings Built 1960-197C
Percent - Renter Occupied

Percent - Dwelling w/Two or More Units
Dwelling Units PSM

1t + 4
R O I

0t
+

Not Sig. for Inclusion

Economic Variables .

Percent - Families Below Poverty Level - +
Median Value of Dwellings ‘ - ~
Mean Income ' ‘ - -
Percent = Two or More Cars ‘ ’ - ' ' -

Demographic Variablus

Percent - Minorities SR - : -
Percent -.Young Men - : ; + ‘ *

Distance Variables

Distance to Forr Carson , ' + . &
" Distance to Academy Boulevard =~ . ‘ +
Distance to CBD ‘ ; - '. 4
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