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CHAPTER 1 

~I.ln\" c'l,mmunities <.In not hm'(' pr('('i",> knn\,'ll'dIW 
,)f ('r11:'il).11 just i.C"l' infnrt:l.tt ie'll in Slll'h ;, m,)nlll'r .1S tll 
p!1ilhJc' t!1l'm to ,ldpqU;ltl'ly plilil for cOmprdH'I1Sivl' r:ri:n-
in.l1 jU'iticl' prograr.1S. \':hi1" mClst ('ommllllitll;'S h,)'l,' 
"''':1Sicll·rdb!·' inform.1tiClIl pl!rtnininf.: tn thp :n(:id,'n<:I' 
of ('rimc's, L.,t.,. l1ilVI! ,H1iJlyz,_J these dilla JOC"dti')!1a11v, 
p:lrticuhrlv in relntiull to spl'cifh: l1('ighb(lI'llnod 
d,ilr.lct"rfst il'S. , .1 

TtH' pr:obll'Pl idvntifivd in ehe aha'll:' 'wtati,m s~ts the stil!!L' 

[(lr tIll' .Inalysis that [(1]1,)1-.'5. This papC'r C:'x<lmi!1C's crime data fClC 

F.1 !';J:w County, Cr,]oradC1, for: 1975, fror.l il locationill viel'point. 

]),1[:1 \,'vrp us('d !wl'tnining to illl crimc's cornmitt{,d in til" C'Nl!1ty in 

1(l7,S (n:dlil<jvl' of tIlt' ColorndCl Springs corp(1rate city) for l.Jhieh 

~olic(' [i·ll's existed. 

(;rilphi(' displays c1l!pict the locations of crir:1('s ;1I1d til" r,'-

c;idl'nc,'s of rrlminal~, <lnd a dc,tC'rminiltion is mad,' [or tilt' :Jvc'r;H~C 

dif:tilnn' ~(!rilr,ltioJ1 of crj.mc and criminal [aI' v,lriotJ!; typeB of 

crim~s. Adcljtivn~)ly, regression analyses SU~~~~l fnctors pro~nhly 

r('spnnsihlC' for crim!' in vnrious ;:reas of tht~ CClllllCy. 

Thrnug!lClul the par~'!-, rf'f ('rc'nces art' mad", to crime grollp~, 

------' .. _---
1C;,>r.1L F. PvI,', ~L., I.h.f_.~i1ti~l [)\'namies of ('rir.~~:, Dl'P(lrt

men! of Gt'(H\I'.lphy Rt's('lJrt'p Pil[Wr ~ip. 15'l, (\.111('<1[',1"': 1.'l1iVI'I-:,ity \lr 
Cllk,J!',', 1!)7!') , p_ 1. 
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(offenH~ ty?~S 11-14); larc0ny (offense types 15-L8); and sex 

crim~s (off~ns~ typ~s 19-22). 

Offensl' NumbL'r 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
J1 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

TABLE 1 

TOTAL OFFENSES BY TYPE OF CRINE 

Armed Robbery 
Attemptrd Rohbery 
Aggravated Robbery 
Attempted Aggravated Robbery 
Comm~rcinl Robbery 
Personul Robbery 
Assault 
Attempted Assault 
Henseing 
Auto TIwft 
Att~mptrd Commercial Burglary 
Attempt~d Household Burglary 
Commercial Burglary 
Household Burglary 
Lareeny-Th~ft 

Arson 
Cherk Fraud 
Criminal Mischief 
Rape 
Att~mpted Rape 
Sexual Assault and Child Abuse 
Incest 

TOTAL 

}lumber of Off('ns~'s 

1l, 
3 

7f'. 
6 
6 

19 
119 

0 
110 

225 
6 

12 
226 

1170 
859 

1] 

25 
287 

41 
0 

21 
2 

3170 

All the data refer~nced in this report are arrest data. In 

mnny cases, the suspect may not have been convicted. ThL' wurd 

Lriminnl n~ used Lhroughout the report should, therefore, he under-

stood to ref~r to alleged criminal. 

5 



1 '175. 

EJ P;:l';o C(lun::v (~'x('lu~ivt' of th" Co]or.1do Sprilll"', ,'orpnrll" cio'"' 

" 
;1ddrl'ssed ;1 v.}rit'ty of ctitl'r proct'dllr"f; rill' r,ll\"I].ll in~~ cdnw r,Hps. 

Slightly diffl'I'ing rntf's !<.'Ollld e:n~'n~l' if, for pXH:1!'lt'. [I, ('rim.· 

f(ll' thl' Ilumbt·r of l\{lll!7t:S, numhl~r nf autol1l()bil~'s. <,re'., dU'! sin,'" 

this pap"'r is attemptinp. to l'Xilmillt' the dlstribtlt iW1 "r ,Ill typl'S 

cri'lH.'s, thc- popu1;1tion, and th(> people p!?r ('rlln( f(1r El Paso Count\, 

census tracts for 197,). Figuri? 1 dC'picts the 1o('drion {)( lhl' ten 

high cr ime (,l'nSlIS tr~cts. 

Fort C,lrson (lract 44.00) is (lxcluderJ from Table ~, ,1S much 

of its crimp r('porting was handled internally by the milltnry pollcl', 

and is not r0flected in police records. 

? 
"Phillip D. Phillips, "Risk-Rc·lutcd Crime Rates [,uti Crim<' 

Pntterns," Proc(:£.Q.ings of th£' Associiltion of Am"r[cal1 G00gl'ilph"t·~, 
Vol. 5, 1973, pr. 221-222. 

6 
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~~~ .... 

TABLE ., 

PEM!.: P-:R CRl:!F.. 

TL1('t >: UTJ~Jt:· r Cr ir.l,: ~at i')I~ P,'!',!:: I r,' J't' r Cr i:r.t· 

1.00 £> 51 R.5 
2.C)1} J7 225 (, • 1 

3.01 1 2590 25()O.0 

J.n2 l) 1722 17'2 ' . 0* 
4.00 1 14 I: •. 1) 

11.01 3 115 lO-~.(I 

11.02 7 166 2·~. 7 
n.nl 3 129 !-1. ,1 

13.02 l. 24(j (,1 . 'i 
14.00 3 5P. 1 ('\. '3 
24.0n 27 55~ '!fJ.7 
25.0 r ) 154 52M~ 1.~. ! 
28.00 65 fl77 1;.0 
29.1)0 2% 58£)l, 2ft . (, 

30.00 170 471. '5 27.9 
31.00 73 1329 lS.2 
12.0() 64 10907 17.n 
33.(11 23 610 26.5 
33.02 129 l7CJ7 11.9 
34.00 45 19l.3 ,~ ? "). -
35.00 124 2854 21.0 
30.1) 68 ] 4 2!f 20.9 
37 .... 1 ? _1 ] 654 7R.R 
37.0:> 8 80] lon.4 
3S.1)0 13 75511 SIn. 1 
39.01 . 0 1580 15Rfl.01r 
39.02 H·2 6331 39.1 
40.01 131 1S00 11.5 
40.02 74 614 iL '3 
40.03 55 211 3.8 
40.04 10 5 .5 
41.00 23] 5827 25.2 
42.00 121 2832 23.1! 
43.00 400 3712 9.3 
45.01 176 4119 23.4 
45.02 124 5111 41.2 
lt5.03 28 453c) 161. B 
46.00 __ 4 123R 309.5 . 

TOTALS 2,849** 81,513 

*For the purpose of calculating a people pC'r crime value for these 
tracts, it was necessary to assume that one crime had occu,rred in 
each. 

**The total number of crimes in Table 2 does not equal 3170. ~!Olly 

crimes were incorrectly listed in police r~cords as hovin~ o~~urred 
i.n non-existing cenl'lus trn~ts. These could 11.0t, therefore, be 
included in the ~rL~e count for any county trart. 
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C!L\PTER I r 

7Hr tnnTI0.'; or C!U:'ES A.'W THE RESlnE~lCES OF' 
r."'!I"l'iALS l~: !:L PAsn cot-:-;ry, CO\.(\RADO, IfJ7S 

lri::tt'!-- ... ~ [1 P.150 Count:~ dat,l C"orrOh()r~1te his sugge5ti(lns~ 

7lh" pl'::ing~ pn til!! ltap..; ;'lnd tht.> <lVerilgc dist;lllC0 Sl'par<ltion 

V.l1lh'S .1:",. b.l';,·d ,111 il l;lrrp :wnpl(' of ('rimin:JIs appreh~ndvd fur each 

In tl:.· ('"unt\' lft'aS S011th of Color.1do Springs (Figurl' 2), possibly 

b .. ~ lll",' .If tlk l(lc:lcion of tilt· rc.rt Carson mil i t;lry post in th;lt 

nthl'r r,,·o IIVvt! in thl' ('ivilLm community. 

I I' As (l~t,.lnJ'·'(' the qu.tntity of the' v;lrinblu meilsuf('d 
o ("c" r('a "i(~<;. 

I 

"Yuk L"~·, Yel! L"lI11g ,lilt! Lion,'l Lyles, "T,,'o Conceptu.ll Appr0a;:!lt's 
;wd .tn E-:11pirh'il! ,\n<1:~si!i "f the ()ri~in :,odl' ,)f Vi"lent Crimps," 
fi..(I!:I'(·ding·; .·f th,' Ass('('i.lti~~n of Aml'ric,Hl Gl·ogr,11'1l~·rs, Vul. 6, 
j !J7!t. p. I 'i ... '" 

5 
All dist.lilC(' mE'G'>llrf'meots ref('r to ~trGight line distGnc(>::;. 

CrimE'S .In' plottl'd only if thl' crIminal "'ilS appr(;'hl'nd('d, :lnd on1y 
if hi.; <'r lH'r rt'sidC'ncE' WilS in El Pnso C,)unty, Color~ldo, including 
Co]pr.lcio Sprini's, 

h 
F'ort Carsnn spldil'rs constituted t\,Il'nLy-fllur pl'r,'C'llt of EI P;lSO 

Count/ ~'rimin.l1 npprf:'ht';1.';iol1s in I9iS. 

9 
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Crime 
Group 

Robbery 

Assault 

Vehicle Theft 

Burglary 

L.:Ircel1Y 

Sex Cr imc's 

Totals 

Total 
Crim('~ 

126 

159 

225 

1/114 

llR2 

64 
--

1170 

TABLE 3 

EL PASO cnl~TY CRT:-!!: STATISTICS FOR 1 CJ75 

Total % of C r i r.d 11 ;11 s Totnl Crimes % Plotted of 
Apprehens i 0..!l~ -APpreh0..ndeci_ _J:1..£.tJ£.L Those Apprehended 

44 35 15 34 

65 41 37 57 

43 19 J 2 23 

169 12 104 62 

123 II) 72 59 

2f, 4/j 14 50 

472 1 :; 254 52 
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Assault!'. lik~' rt,b!ll'ri,'s, I,,'r,' domin,lIltl\" i"'ollvd in lIh' 

tr,h't<:; just t" rIll' o.;t1ltll~ of (\,j,'rad{1 Spri:lgs (Figur.' 1), A~ ldth 

r(,bbt.'l" i (''', .1 loll"!!," l1umb!'r (,e l ill' (1(" tlrr,'\'h·L"'; 1"'1',' in tlh' h",lVi I\" 

{'('tnm,'fe j,11 i7:,'d s.)u Lil :\,'v;ld;l Av,'nul' ,\ rc',;' 

The dista.,cc: separation of the location of lh.' cri!tv and tb,' 

rcsid011Cl' of thC' criminal varied consid,'rably in diffcro.'nt an'as 

of the county. but averaged 1,97 miles. South of Color-Ida Springs 

th(.' d istnnc(> s.:'p;)fntioll w<lS qui te 1arr.t'. In COI1Lr;'SL, th .. :>",'pnr.l

tion 1o.';1S extr,'mt?ly 5111,1.11 in the ai','.! 0.1St (If till' ,'i tv, 

Assilults I_l're commitLPd (~:,clusiv€'ly by C'iviii,lI1S in tilt:' ar,';l 

l' .. st of the' city ..... 'herc:i1s Arm;.' p,'rs0nnf'1 ·: .... r.r.li t ,,·d !:limy s"uth cf 

till' city. Of the thirty-seven cases plotted [or the antirt' county, 

Army pt'rsonnel ~nm~itte~ flfte~n. 

Vehicle Theft 

}!ilit.lry P'~I'soIln(el wer.:: generally not illvolvl,d in vvhidl' 

;ltlributvd It,tlil'm. ,\s \"ith the' atlit'r (oIt'd~'~I'i<'s "f cri.-;:,·s. thv 

;lrl';J Slluth or rllt' l'i ty f(lr~'d l..'or5t. 1'h(', ,l'.!l'LI\W ,;p,lt I.d hl'P:H"."!t jot' 

of (-rim~'s ;lI1d til,' n>sjd~·nt'I.'S df th(' <:ri!1ljnill~ \,:1:-; 'l.71 milt's', 

12 
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Burglary 

Rurglary was the most frequently committed crime. The plotting 

of 104 origin and destination cases again refler.ts the predominance 

of crime in the area south of Colorado Springs. Army personnel 

were less frequently involved in this crime than any other. Only 

fourj-:!en of the 104 plotted burglaries \.,rere committed by Fort Carson 

soldiers (thirteen percent), and only eight of the soldiers resided 

on the military post (Figure 5). The distance between the location 

of the crime and the residence of the criminal was considerably 

greater south of the city thdn to the east. In the latter area, 

the criminal operated within his or her O\~ neighborhood in nineteer 

out of twenty cases. 

For the county as a whole, the average distance separation 

between places of the burglaries and the residences of the criminals 

was 1.71 miles. 

Larceny 

Army personnel constituted twenty-eight percent of the 

larceny offenders plotted. Those soldiers residing on-post com

mitted their crimes primarily in the Security-Hidefield area and 

in the area of south Nevada Avenue. Based on the origin and des

tination plottings of seventy-two crlmes, 'there is more of a ten

dency ('or Colorado Springs residents to travel to the county to 

commit this crime than any other (Figure 6). 
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The ;:Jvpr,lgp d ist.ln("(' sep"rat ion of tile I <),'a t iOlls of l Il.' 

crim('li ,mel till! r,·sidL·nc,·s (1£ t!w criminals .... as l.BO TIli leR. 

SC'x Offense::.. 

fort C;:Jrson soldi~rs were morp frequently tnvolved in sex 

offense'S than any other criml' plottpd. Of the f('urt('('n crires 

5ho ... ·n ilt Figure i, six I.'ere committC'd by this grou[). Four of thosl' 

six cri:;Jin;l1s nn;ided on ria' militar:' post. 

TIlis crir.lc·. 'IS ... ·~th ;111 oth('r crim(' groups, .. · .. :15 concc'ntr;Jtt'<! 

in th(' an~;J to thr> south of the city. The ;:J'}C'rage dist:Jn,~(' s..:pura-

Sumn~ary 

All (V;1,'<; of cr ifr..·s predomin.lt,·ci in till' .'lr,';J south "f C()loraa .. 

Springs. Crir.tfn.1Is .... 'ho r('sid,'d in th,ll area t(>nd~·d to h ... r:ore 

m0bile in the cOl:1."'lissinn nf' their crimes than thosp livin.', tn tht> 

e,1st of til(' ,.j tv. T(l 50!;\(' cxt£'rlt. thi.:; ~.,s tr<lced to th,· • ivilt.ln

mi 1 ttary st·llII<; nf t,lh' population ill ehl' (10.'0 <~n·,H;. Ci.vil i.1t~s VlllTl' 

cOIl'J:lonly {~l)t:lt::~tt('d criminal ilets in dO~H' pr,ixinitv to th"'ir 

The ,l\,·r.l~.;' di5cancc's('p:lration of rC'sid"!1Cl'S of t'ri~in,11$ 

and pl.1(·('~ of occurrt'TlC(, of r.riM";; varied cOTl~id<!r,fbl)' b~'l".'.~ .. ~n 

crimC' c;Jt<:'f!,ori<'s. Till' I.o:idl'st s('par.1ti('O (1).15 mi ll's) OCCHrri~d 

· ... ith rohh,·ri('~. ft,llololt'd by sex offcns.'s O.7R mill'S) Jlne! vl'h!ct,' 

l.R 
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thefts (3.71 miles). There was an average distance separation of 

less than two miles for each of the other three crime groups. 

Pyle, in his study of Akron, Ohio, in 1971, noted that 

assaults tended to occur in close proximity to the criminal's 

"d 7 res~ ~nce. The data for EI Paso County confirm that finding~ 

In contrast, burglaries showed the largest distance separation 

in Akron in 1971, while showing the shortest distance separation in 

EI Paso County in 1975. 8 It was further noted by Pyle that in 

Atlanta in 1973, those arrested for robbery traveled only approxi-

mately one-fourth as far from their residence to commit till' crime 

9 as those arrested for burglary. Almost the exact reverse was true 

for EI Paso County. 

This v~riation possibly can be explained hy the differences 

in population density in Akron and Atl.mta, and El Paso County. 

Additionally, th~ findings may vary because of the dlffer~~t levels 

of aggregation of the data. In Pyle's study, the data on locations 

and crimes and residences of the criminals are aggreg~ted only t~ 

the census tract luvel. In this study, exact locations (by street 

address) are plotted for both the origin and destination of the 

crimina 1. 

7p ",' ", 
.. " .1 I~ , The :):,atia1 Dynamics of Crimt?, p . 151-

8 rbid . , p. 166. 

9Ibid ., p. 144. 
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CHAPTER III 

EXPLMjATIO:-i OF CRI~'[ES IN 2L PASO COUNTY, COLORADO, 1975 

Geographers and other social scientists have examin0d crime 

in m~tropolitan areas with the goal of suggesting the factors 

respOl1s Lble for the occurrence of crime. They fOU:ld that such 

variables as the size of the minority population, the percent of 

young r.m]es in the population, distance traveled to commit the 

crime, and others nll influence the crime i"·"te. 
10 

Four classes of variaLles were examined in £1 Paso County 

(exclusive of the Colorado Springs corporat2 city) using a stepwise 

multiple regression model in an effort to determine the variables 

infJuf.·ncing the crime rate. The study area does not contilin a 

major urban city, but is classified by the Census Bureau as a 

m(>trop01itan statistical ar(>B. The vari.able'S can be 5';rouTh'd into 

four r:ate>g0ries: social, economic. dcmogr.1phic, :1110 spati.t!.. Values 

for th~ first thr0C werb extracted from the 197n Ce>nsus of Population 

~nd Ih~u:-'iing, Co1orado Springs, "'hill' the' fr.ltlrth's values \·IL'l"L· <..'btainc'd 

from. l<i75 m:lp;:;. Although. thl! v;:ducs for l'ach of lh,' first thrl'l' groups 

of v.lritlb1 <'b changed absolutC'ly from 1'<70 to 1975. tilt' Pi kl's Pl';]k Aren 

10 F ISh 1" "t' b r' n .... or l'Xilmp l~, arn .. "eggs, Ir an v\'lmf' ,'attern", ~~'rl-
c<ln Sor-io10glcal Revic'v.', \'01. jo, 19('5, PI', fl99-90R; K0ilh D, 
H~l r r i l'S, "So(, 1al 1 nd i 1';1 tors and Net ropol i tan V;] r i ,! t ions ill Cri :n.,: ,." 
Pro('('t'dins!'i t,f the Ass0eiatiol1 of Anwri.l'<ln (;pogr.q1hprs, \',>1. 'i, 
1971. I1P.97-101; Yuk L(,l' :lnd Frilnk '.1. Egan, "Tilt:' (;(·of.,ral'liy of 
Urbnn Crimp: Till: SpatL! I Pattenl of Seri.ous Criml' in U:l\.' <:1 ty of 
Dl'nvrr," p,"ol'('l'oings (1( lilt' AS$oriation of A.rileri,·al1 (;coogr'!pilL'r<-;. 
Vol. 4, J972, PI'. SCI-oIl; Pylv, The Spiltial DvnAlnie..; of CTinH.'. 
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Coun('i.! of (;,'\'"rnnll'nts stdtt'd to LItl" ,!llthOI's that the c-Ildl\\,,"S l-'t'r .. 

statistic-nIl;: simililr fo!" (><Jeh ot tlw ('()untv's c('n~u,.; tr.l<ts, .lOti 

therefore>, tIll' 1'J7r) dnt;) r('fl('rtt>d n,'l'lJratl' relative v.llll,·S for I();~. 

The sOcial variables used faf carh censu~ tract I,efe:': pe>r

cent of .111 persons sixteen to twenty-one yC'ars, not hi~h stltool 

graduates and not enrolled in school; percent of all occupil'd 

housing units with 1.01 Of more persons Pl'l" foom; pt'!-ccnl of illl 

housing units built from 1960 to 1970; percent of illl housing units 

renter occupivd: p('rcent of all ,year-round dwellilll;s ldth till' or 

more units in tit\.· structure; and, nUMber of occupied housim; units 

per SqUilfl' mile (PS~). 

The economic vnriables ... ·ere: pC:'rc('nt of all [.1milil's bL'low 

the pavl'rty level; the median value of ill1 o~cupi"d housing units; 

the mean incomt> of ill1 fn~ilies and unr~liltcd individuals; nnd, lh~ 

percent of all 0cc-upied housin~ units wi eh tl,'O or mOl (,' ilUft'mohi ~('s 

;Jvailable. 

The d<>mo'gr;'Jphic vnri.1b1es ' . .:c're': pl.'rCel,t of minnrItj.'s in th(! 

population; and, pprrent of young male~ (i1g~d fnur[p~~ to twenty-

four) in th(, population. 

Fort C;'Jrson Army Post to th" nC'af(,SC p(lint of the consus (nlct; 

dis (<lnco.' from Academy Bou1 E'vr, rd (tlw mal or ~;or th-Sou th tll!' rough f;) re 

in eastern Colorado Sprin~;s) to (he n('arc'st point of tIl(' n'I1SlIS 

tract; and, distance from the Central Business District (CUD) to 

th~ nt'aresL point of the census tracc. 

22 



.. , ... 

('x",·pt i"ll "I' thl' distance m .... /!,ul'c,m,.'nl to ,1 mi 1 i t·Jrv b.1·;(·. 111(' Jll'/"

("Ill 11[ v,/l'i,'Il:; ('riml'~ l"ornmitt .. d bv mll it.!ry !'<·rs<1l111L'1 j,ldicot('d 

tllnt tile' V.lI LlbJ, "r dil-it.JIlCl· t" F,lrt Carsoll '.,·\,uld proD.lbly De 

influellt i.d ;:1 ('y[>l.1illil';; crir1l"; in 1-:1 1'dSI' (;<1\1:11.,/. Tfw <li:Hdn':l' 

t .• t'H.',ldl·mv BOlllc·v.lnl v.JJ"inbl,' \.,',15 ,ldd,'d .1fter initLll r,'gressi()/l 

el,,!w o. :d,";t;:! .\\'i1d,'mv Roulf'Vlnl. 

ObvL·IJ<;;·.·. -; :.: ... ,lUtcwnrrt'l.ltinn {'xisls bl.'l'.·:vf'1l th .. v.:rinblcs, 

hut it ...... 1·, :.-d';I"I<"d lInt, i,1" p;-:amplt" Biillply hl'(·'IU';., i1 t r,I,·t h.JS 

.1 }o...: TIle,ln im'ni':" dOL'S pot llt'c<'ssnrily intiie',Ilp it \dll h,l'l~' .1 101,' 

p,'ret'llt ('It <l·~· .. lIill\' unit:': ..... 1th l:~'" 01 mdr.! autllJ!lI'bilc';, Thc'rl'forp, 

tIlt' d.l!.,l [.'r ,.'"d. v.lri,ll,}.' dispL,',' sOIn.'\.'!1;ll diff.'n·lIt inf,l/'miltion. 

l;','rt C.lrS"'1 (tr.1l't 4!;.')(J) ' .. ms ,'xcl'ld.,d iI'''''! illl rl';.;~,'ssi'ln 

.lnd is Hot r. t' I,·, led in pol iet' re,·or'!Ii>. 

'I'!l<' i!li(i tI rrc'gr.Jtn includ('d :dl Ihinv-,·i,',:1t (','Ulll\' l~':nHlIS 

111<' t'Orll'lll~i(Hlh r':'<id1(,c! bv lhl' ,lUlhnrs '.,'l'r(' tll.ll pith"r rhl' '1nri

.Ibl,·s 1.','r(' nIH lillc',lI'i!v rr.'J:Jtl'd to tlll' cri!'!'.l' ratl', or tillt till' 

v.lritlbl,·s ,·>:p1.1il\itlg ,'rip", in th.:' v'jr!o\ls r('n!-iUs tract~ •. ·wl',· 



considerably different. In an effort to increase the explained 

v2riance and still retnln the linear characteristics of the model, 

tracts of the county were divided into most and least urbanized 

portions. This was accomplished by determining the ,lrea of each 

of the tracts, and calculating each tract's housing density per 

square mile. 

The explained variance increased to beyond ninety-nine per

cent I"hen the model included only the seventeen tracts ,,,i th the 

highest densities. These tracts were selected due to a natural break 

in housing densiti('s. For an identification of those tracts see 

Figure 8. The explained variance incrensl~d to beyond ninety-three 

percent when data for ,only the twenty-one low density trncLs w~re 

used in the model. The variables responsible for explaining 

variance in the two models, however, diffcred coneiderably. 

\.fhen examining only the high density areas, lhe distance to 

Fort Carson was thl? mO$t imi)Qrtant i.ndepcndl.'nt variable, ',,'I th it 

multiple r o( .43 (Table 4). There was i1 positive corn'lation 

of the same vnlup belween the ~rime rateR dnd th~ distanc0s to 

Fort Carson. The second most important' indl'pl'ndl'nt vnrL:lhlc' in this 

model was th~ distanrc of the census tract from Academy Boulevard, 

increasing the multiple r to .R4. The sinlplC' corrL'lation, ho,.,-

ever, bl'tl,'l'l'n the crime rate in various hir,h dE'nsity tr'H'ts cmd 

their di.st,mce to Academy Boulevard \"dS a -.24, indicating that 

the farther a tract was from this thoroughfare the more li~ely 

it was to have a high crime ratC'. 
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TABLE 4 

EXPLANATION or CRt\lE RATES I:-I nE~SELY POI'l.'LATED 

EL PASO COUNTY CENSUS TRACTS FOR 1975 

Correlation With 
Tndep~l1del1t Variable Crimt' Rate }Ill 1 t i.£L<u 

Dis till1Ce to Fort Carson + .4339/, 
Dista.nce to Academy BoulevaH! .83987 
Dwelling Cr6wding Factor + .86161 
Percent - }linori.ties .88653 
1)<..:C'l1 in g Units PS}', + .89492 
Distance to CBD .90012 
Percent - Two or More Cars .90491 
Mean Income .91882 
Percent - Families Below Poverty Level . 94J 35 
Percent - Not in Scht,ol and Not H. S. Grads + .94Sf12 
P('rcent Young Nen + .95955 
P'?rccnt - RL'11 tc' r' (kcup i..'d .9722! 
PC'rccnt - ()weI 1 l,l1gs Bu i 1 t ] %0-1 q 7f1 + .9S637 
Pc:rcel1t. - Ih,'cJlil1RS w/l\w or }lore Poi.ts .99742 
NE'dian Value of Dv.'\>lIings .99962 

r squared 

.18830 

.70518 

.74238 

.785% 

.SOORI) 

.81022 

.81886 

.84t122 

.88615 

.89306 

.92074 

.94519 

.97292 

.9948'1 

.99925 



Tilt· tnu1tipl<' f incfP;]!'lcd ,,;IOI,tly Hitl, till' addition of otiwf 

incicpl.:>ndUl1t v.lriables. Nine of the var1.nbll',> W(!fP l1.2gativl·ly 

lnc.l,.'!wntl"l1t varidbl<'. ~"ilh;! P.'llltipJ,· r value' of .R7. Thi" 

indiCiltinp.. th.1t the fe .... pr non-gr:JduntC's '.,ho \",-re- not in ;;,'ill'ol ;Jilt! 

I 
shQuld h.1\·(· bl "11. th{' higher t11(' t:rim' rat.: 11;IS 1 ikelv t.' lIv. Till' 

"xpl.'1irwcl only ;j :-m,111 perc'erit of tIll'· vilrian('l~, 

SUl1mlllry 
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TABLE 5 

EXPLANATION OF CRnlE RATES TN SPARSELY POPt:LATED 

E1 PASO cm.t~TY CENSUS TRACTS FOR 1975 

Correlation Hlth 
Independent Varlu~l~ Cr.imc Rate Hulcir:lf.! r 

Distance to CIlD 
Percent - Not in Sf.!hool and Not H.S. Grad 
Distance to Academy Boulevard 
Percent - Families Below Poverty Level 
Percent - Minorities 
Percent - Dwellings W!T\·lO or Hare Uni ts 
Percent - Young Men 
Distance to Fort Carson 
Percent - Dwellings Buil t 1960-1970 
Percent - Renter Occupierl 
~Ip.diiln Vrtluc of j}.Jellings 
Dwelling Crowding Facto .. 
Hean Income 
Perct'nt - Two or Nort:! Cars 

+ .78909 
. Sh877 

+ .Q0630 
+ .9~601 

.94169 
.94520 

+ .95n77 
+ .95266 

.95719 
+ .95932 

.96125 
+ .96653 

.96758 

.96198 

r sguareu 

.62266 

.75477 

.821'38 

.85749 

.88677 

.89340 
.90397 
.90756 
.91621 
.92029 
.92786 
.93bl9 
.9'3621 
.93fi99 



, 

" 

/ 

The variables responsible for Qxplaining crimes differed 

depending upnn whether R census tract was densely or sparsely 

populated. Some variables were negatively and others positively 

related to crimes in both densely and sparsely populated areas 

(Table 6). 

The influem:e on crime r::ltes of tract location ill n'l.Jti(:m 

to the CBD in sp~rsply populated trncts is impr~ssive. The re-

grc:ssion an.11ysis ndditionally identified other titan distance 

variables responsible for explaining the crime rates. Many of 

these are> asc;oC'iatf'n with the root causes of crime. 

Some variables identified in the study as ~eing positively or 

negatively related to crime rates warran~morc in-depth investiga-

tion prior to being labeled causal factors In crime. For example, 

the crowding factor (within dwellings) was positively correlated 

','1th crimps in all county ilreas, as l'~:pected, hOl.,.evQr, ns the per-

cent of dlo.'eJlings '.vith two or r.1ore housing units illcrL>n::;cJ, thl' 

crime rato suprisingly d~creased. 

Peet nctos that too many crime studies dwell on solutions to 

mnnage crime and s~end little time attempting to dllevint~ thl' 

f - 11 causes o' cr1me. This study has identified sC'veral varLlhles 

possibly relatt?d to criminal causes. Further n'sl'arch slwu]d sub-

stilntiate such relationships. By impl~m0nting solutions ~o 0radicate 

rooe C<lll~es of crime, the course of act ion of loca.:. governments could 

shift from amclioristic pragmntism to farsighted planning. 

llRich<lrd Pc>ct, "The Gpography of Crime: A Political Critique," 
The Prn'fC'ssinnal GCClgranher, \"01. 27, No.3, August 1975. p:.277-280. 
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TABLE 6 

RELATIONSHIP OF VARIOUS INDEPENDENT VARIABLES TO CRIMES IN DENSELY AND SPARSELY POPULATED 

AREAS OF EL PASO COUNTY IN 1975 

Independent VHria~le 

Social Variables 

Percent - Not in School and Not: H.S. Grad 
~felling Crowding Factor 
Percent - Dwellings Built 1960-l97C 
Percent - Renter Occupied 
Percent - Dwelling lv/Two or l'1ore Units 
Dwell ing Units PSM 

E~onomic Variahles 

Percent - F~mllies Below Poverty Level 
Hdlan Value of Dw(,llings 
Nean Illcome 
Percent - Two or Hare Cars 

Dem0grl.!..I;b...ic V,'U"Jnhh.s 

Percent - Minorities 
Percent - Young Men . 

DiRtnnc~ Vnriables 

Distance to Forr Carson 
Distance to Academy Boulevard 
DistHnce to cnD 

Correlation With Crime 
Denselv Populated Tracts 

+ 
+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

Rate 111: 
Spnrsclv Populill0d Tr,1('_lli 

+ 

+ 

Not Sig. for Inclusion 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
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In Crir.;,"'. 91 Prn",'.J~\d inl~{' ()f th,~ 1\~~\~('I!.~i:ltit'n of Amtlr'i ".lIl -----.....-.... 
(1,>.).!r,lplH'ro.; ~> (19;)); Qj-1£ll. 

L,·,·. 't'llk. ,1Od Egol:1. Frilnk J. 
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