If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCIRS.gov.

\ LG ;

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION
EDUCATIONAL RESQURCES INFORMATION CENTER

Washington, D.C. 20202

AN

ooy

ERIC

THIS DOCUMENT has been printed exactly as veceived from the

person or organization originating it. Points of view or opinions
stated do not necessarily represent official Naticnal Institute of
Education position or policy.

Prepared by ERIC Document Reproduction Service

Operated by P
COMPUTER MICROFILM INTERNATIONAL CORFORATION
P.C.Box 180
Atlington, Virginia 22210 .
IS ' ‘ . o (

The quality of this dotument accurately represefits the quality of the original

document from which it was reproduced.

d




. .used television in their .classroons;

"violence; and

DOCUHENT RESUHE

ED 127 976 ° ’ IR 003 942
AUTHOR Crawford, Patricia; FRapoport, Max L
TITLE Pesults of a Survey of Pupils and Teachers Regarding
Television.
INSTITUTION North York Board of Educatlon, Hllloudale
{Ontario).
PUB DATE Apr 76 |
NOTE 61p.; For .a related, document see IR 003 941 ¢
EDRS PRICE MF-$C.83 HC-$3.50 Plus Postage. : .
"DESCRIPTORS After School Activities; Children; Commercial |
Television; Elementary Educatlon- *Elementary School
Studeats; *“1eme1tary SchooI‘Teachers- .Grade 63
Kindergarter; Media Research; Parent Child
Relationship; Socioeconomic Background; Student
L +itudes; *Surveys; Teacher Attitudes; *Television;
v.2ving Time; *Violence . o
- ABSTRACT

To test the valldlty of hypotheses regarding
telavision violence and social behavior of viewers, a survey wvas
conducted of a large stratified sample of sixth qrade and
kindergarten pupils and of teachers. The student survey identified:
{1) frequency with which pupils watch television; (2) parental
control of television viewing; (3) family activi*ies; (#) reasons for
watching television; (5) degree of selectivity of programs; (6)
student perception of televis2d violence; and (7) favorite programs.
The survey of teachers identified: (1) the extent to which teachers
(2) teacher parcopﬁ\%ne of
violernce~¥h television; (3) teacher views on the impact af. telev1slon
(4) student behaviors which teachers identified as
directly attributable to televmsxon vlolence. Sample guostlonnalres
are included. (EHNH) S

e Ao st okl oK ok ol e b ot oo el ok otk ok e ke sk kA ok sk Rk ool Rk ko ok ek okok
* Documents acgu&red by ERIC include many informal unpublished

* materials not availhble from other sources. ERIC makes every effort
*# to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal
* reproducibility are often encouttered and this affects the quality

* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available

#* via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (RDRS). EDRS is not.

* recpcnsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions
Y

*

supplied by EDPRS are the best that can be made from the original,
Atk oRk Rk Aok RO ook ROk OR RS OR R RRORR R OR skt oo ok




RESULTS OF A SURVEY OF PUPILS

' AND TEACHERS REGARDING TELEVISION

&

Pm:tci&;\Crowford,\x Max Rapoport

e

April, 1976

. ¢

US DEPAITMENTOF MEALTH
EQUCATION L wELFARE

X NATIONALARSTITUTE OF
: EDUCATION
. e . B MENY WAL NEFN REBRO.
k LS RO Yo AL WEYF VED U
Cak B, 8, WY AR ZAT DN QRN
R R T T AT T T
¥ te * MECE AN, ¥ REPHE
b L N A XL
PR A A T
W
2‘
. 02
B
o
% e

4

€

I3
Q |



INTRGDUCTION

The impact of:media on children, particulorly television, has generated considerable em-
perical data over the past 20 years, Whether or not the impact is generally positive or
negative cannot be decided with certainty, as the question of television's influence on
children is a very complex one. One aspect of this whole issue, the question of the impact
of television violence on children, has been one of the most wndely studied und discussed
aspects of television.* : ‘ ~

= On December 15, 1975, the North York Board of Education passed the following motion;

“In the interest of improving the scientific validity of educational
opinion and providing a bose of information for observations of the
' relationship between students' experience of medao v«olence and
student behav:our, and in order to; ' .
T}~ Prepare a report regarding the effects of violence in the com-
"© munications indusiry on students for presentation at the Public’
Hearing to be held by the Royal Commission on Violence in the
Communications [ndustry on 13 May 1975; '

@

2.  Provide staff members with background information relating to
this subject; ....

the Mancgemenf and Academic Program Committee RECOMMENDS

that: .

a) the Director of Edusation conduct a survey of staff and student
opinion regarding the effects of violence in the communications -

- © industry, on stuvients
S “‘j ' ' b) the Deporfmenf of Research and Development under’roke a
- E o o % review and distribution of literature on the subiect, cevoss”
| 2 ’ In keeping with the ubove motion, grade 6 pupils and” kmdergcufen, grade 3 cmd grade &
| % teachers were surveyed regarding the effects of televisiop, The report which follows is divid .
’ ri B into two parts; Part A dnscusses the results of the pupil survey and Part B the’ re..ulfs of the
i SR teacher survey. : ‘
| “ | .
|, : . @ . - R
‘ k \ .. . . i
B a ‘ For a brief review of the literalure pertaining to this question, the reader is referred
N . to an earlier report "The Impact of Violence on Television on Children: A Review of
§ \‘ . Literature". Patricia Crawford, Catherine Matthews, Patricia Campbeli. January, 1976,
i‘ i 4 [ .
i ’ ¢ S o ' s
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A 3
. N . . o :
o @ 4




e R

\

2o

PART A - PUPIL SURVEY
METHOD

Description of Quesﬁohnaire

.

@

LR

The questionnaire developed for pupils {see Appendix A) was compnsed cf 21 items related to:

- the frequency with which pupils watch TV . ' .

- whether or not parents restrict the amount of time and type of program vnewed
- type and frequency of activities child participates in w;th has family

- reasons why pupils watch TV . .

- degree to which pupils like selected programs ' .

- amount of vioience pupils perceive in selected programs "

- selected questions related to their favourite program

»

A prehmmury draft of the questionnaire was pilot tested with a cluss of gmde 6 pupxls and re=
visions made in light of their comments and responses. :

Sample and Procedure

N

0

. The sample wos comprised of grade 4 pupils from classes in 21 schools acrais the Borough. The

classes were selected in terms of two factors, family of schools, which is the basis‘of adminis="
trative organization in ihe Borough,and socio-economic status. - At least one class was ST
selected from each family of schools, so that the sample would in¢lude representahon from.all N
parts of the Borough, Secondly, classes were selected fo reflect the soio~economic make~up v
in North York.  According to data available fram the 1970 census, approximately 30% of
North York schools serve areas in which the majority of famnhes can be cafegorized as upper- '
middle to upper class; 30% serve middle class fomilies and 40% serve lower-middle to lower
class fomilies. Acccrdingly, 30% of the schools in the somple ore considered as high socio-
economic schools, 30% as middle socio~economic schools and 40% as low socio-economic
schools, ~ :

in mid~February,a member of the Research staff visited each of the parhc;putmg closses and
asked pupils to complete the questionnaire. As the word "vielence" was used in several
questions, prior to handing out the questionnaires, pupils were asked what they thought the o
word meant.  In all classes, pupils defined violence as primarily referring to physical o
violence. In one class, the teacher asked her pupils to write down the difference bei'WBen ) ‘
TV shows which would be categorized os extremely violent, those having some violence ond

those having no violence. The Followmg are illustvations of the pup:ls responses- '

Extreme Vuolence . ‘ . |

LY

. | think there has fo be k;lhng and punchzng cxnd people just bemg mean to hurr :
’ someone. ’




. | think movios that have killing, fighting, shooting and stabbing are
extremely violent, .

. Killings, shootings, rapings, robberies, kidnappings.

. | think that extreme v;olence is shootmg, stabbing, homicide, rcpe and
‘beatings.

.

Some Violence

. To me violent means when people or animals get hurt.  But don't get hurt
. Getting mad, hitting, screaming. S, .
‘ . Hitting, losing temper, getting mad, swearing.
ot Some violence is when in the movies the people don't get hurt so badly.
. To me some violence is swearing and insulting people and attempting
to kill them . .
. Calling people names repeatedly. Bad names. Not hitting as herd.

Not ot all Violent .

I

e

o

. Not violent is just funny shows and people being nice and polite to other
people.

. | think that it means « funny show, there are no knllmgs, ..uu:ndes or anything
like that.

. When you call someone names but you don't hurt them,

3§ . . Telling jokes, making people laugh.,
. Happy endings, showing kindness. "
o When people don't use guns and killing people. When it's alt

peaceful and happy together.

N




status (SES), and the results tallied for each subgroup as well as the total somple! Asa

RESULTS

The questionnaires were divided into six subgroups, based ‘on sex and socio-economic

preliminory examination of the results indicated that there were few differences between
the responses, of boys and girls, the data for each questionnaire itemare reported primarily s
in terms of socio-cconomic status, Where there are differences in terms of sex, they are
noted., : . R I '

The first two items of the questionnaire asked pupils about their afterschaol qcfivit‘fes,- as. | ‘
well as how often they do things with their family and what kinds of things they do. - There.

has been concern expressed by educators that pupils teo often tend to engage in passive N
activities such as watching television. These items, therefore, were included in the . - N
questionnaire to gain some perspective on pupils over«all activities. = The following table - o
lists the activities pupils ‘Gsually engage in after school. S el }

WHAT KINDS OF THINGS DO YOU USUALLY

DO AFTER SCHOOL? " = ‘

THigh SES. [ Middle SES | Low SES

ACTIVITY (N=186) | (N = 1 N=273) |
‘ 9%+ %, % |,
W.. -h television 79 72 81
Home work ; , 56 34 33
Music lessons; clubs; religion; ' .
school; hobbies . 47 ' 30 20
Play with friends ' 30 34 : 30 -
Sporrs 20 L, 23 217
Chores, e.g. P:.‘.uséWoﬂ(, babysit, walk : ,
dog, poper routdea , 16 25 19 \
Read _— 1 12 12 "5

Entertoinment, e.g. listen to records, S .
" radio; go to movies 5 5 : 4,

).

*  Percents do not total 100 as most pupils mentianed more than one activity.
i

N
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Children from all three social class groups {(72~81%) report *watching lelevision™ as their
prime activity ofter school. Alfhough homework was the next most frequent activity
reported by children, high SES children reported homework (56%) as an qctmty far more
frequently than the othet fwo groups (approximately 35%). .

.

The third most frequently mentioned set of activities referred to specific interests of
pupils, e.g. music lessons, hobbjes, special clubs, religion school. These sorts of acti-
vities were mentioned far more frequently by high SES pupils (47%) than low SES pup:ls
(20% .

There were some differences in response for boys and girls on this item. For exomple,
57%of the girls nentioned "homework" as an activity while only 27% of boys mentioned
homework. On the other hand, 33% of boys menhoned "sports", whereas only 12% of
girls mentioned sports. -

it is obvious, therefore, that while many pupils do engage in a variety of activities ofter
sciool, the activity mentioned by the largest percentage of pupils was "watching television",

HOW OFTEN DOES YOUR FAMILY DO THINGS TOGETHER?

A

»
e

High SES | Middle SES | Low SES

RESPONSE  CATEGORY (N=186) | (N =177) | (N=273)
% % % %
At least once a week 61 « 68 72
Once every two weeks 22 19 15
Once a month : 10 4 5
., Qnce every two months 1 i 1
Once every six months 3 2 1
Onta a year 2 2 1
Never 1 2 2
No response 0 2 3

'; Seventy-two percent of the low SES children reported doing things together with their family

.wat least once a week, while 68% and 61% of middle and high SES children, respectively,
reportud doing things with their family at least once a week. There were little differences
between boys' and girls' reports of the frequency of doing things with their families.

)
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WHAT KINDS OF THINGS DO YOU DO WITH YOUR FAMILY'? )

High SES | Middle SES[Tow SE5
RESPONSE CATEGORY (N = 186) (N=177) | (N=270)
%* % %]
Family outings, e.g. shopping;
picnics; visiting relatives; 53 Y4 61 .
going for drives. . R
Sports 40 1 a3 17
) Meals 37 A 15
Entertainment, e.g. movies V.74 22 20
Travel 19 | 9 8
Watch TV | 5 Y 28
Gameg ' 13 14 25
Discussion 4 | 6 8 e
Other, e.g. hobbies; church _ 9 .16 A2

* Responses do not add up to 100-as most pupils mentioned more than one activity.

"Family ouhngs" were reported most frequently by the children as. ﬂhmgs they did with their
fomn!y. Sixty-seven percent of middle SES childrer, while 53% and 61% of hngh and low
SES children respectively, reported family ouﬁngs.

There appears to be fairly distinct differences: between the three groups on thns item, For .
example, ‘ .

[N

- approximctely 40% of the high ond middle SES chnldren reported being involved in sports
N with their families, while only 17% of low SES children reported fqmuly participation
. wk ' ’ in sports. . i . , SN



- ‘approx:mcxfely 35% of the high and mlddle SES children Tnduccted that meats
' were events in which the whole family was involved, whxule only 15% of low
SES puplls dsd 50,

-

" On the other hand, .
- approxumutely 25% of middle and low SES children watgh TV w:th their | ' .
families, while only 15% of high SES children do so. : *
- apprommately 9% of muddle and low SES chiidren fru\'el wufh thelr families, : Co.
 while 19% of high SES children do sb. o . i . .

The first item in the questionnaire specifically about te!ewsaon slmply osked pupxls fo
rate TV in general.

—— . . 4

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT TV IN GENERAL?

g | High SES | Middle SES | Tow SES
RESPONSE CATEGORY (N =188 | (N=177) | (N=273)
' - % % %
] | think it is really great 41 35 47
It's good 44 38 34
: It's O.K. . 13 25 16
’ | don't like it at all o2 2. 3

' . - R

Forty-seven petcent of low SES children indicated that television was 'reclly great', while

+ 41% and 35% of the high and middle SES children respectively voiced similar opinions,

Overall, approximately 2% of the children did not like television at all.  There were
essentially no differences between the attitudes of girls and boys regarding this question. .




viewed.
TV, but also when they viewed,

-
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TIME OF DAY WHEN PUPILS/
USUALLY WATCH TV ON A SCHOOL DAY

»

-

N
; High SES | Middle SES | Low SES
& TIME PERIOD (N=188) | (N = 177) | (N = 273)
PR X - % % %
o & : _ In morning before school 21 a4 47
f,& At lunch time 65 71 77
N . After school 79 . 84 ] .
o in the evening after dinner - 87 86 89
g i :
.:f%; N o
% & "y It is obviaus that for each of the three groups, the percent of pupils viewing TV increased
s from morning to evening. Further, except for the period in the evening after dinnery
- -m fewer high SES pupils viewéd TV during each *lme period than either middle or fow SES
pupuls
; . TIME OF DAY WHEN PUPILS USUALLY
’ 5& RV, > WATCH TV ON SATURDAY
1 ‘%‘ High SES | Middle SES Tlow 85 |
. TIME PERIOD (N=186) | (N = 177) | (N=273).]
L % : — % % . o
0 ~ In the morning 72 75 82 N
@ ln the afterncon 31 477 47
In the evening 80 84 83
]

groups.

“a

10

Lo
.
b

Surveys of children regarding their TV viewing habits often reﬁart on the number of hours
In this survey, pupils were asked not only hc»w much time they spent watching

On Sundays, however, the evening is the most popular viewing time for children in all threa -
Approximately a third of the high to middle SES pupils view TV on Sunday morning
cnd afternoon, whnle 50% of the low SES pupils view on Sundoy morning. -

Y

]

It is evident, that on Saoturdays, more than three-quarters of the pupils in all three groups.watch ’
TV both in the morning and evening, while the number viewing in the afternoon is much less.

O"
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TIME OF DAY WHEN PUPILS USUALLY

O
o WATCH TV ON SUNDAY
N High SES T Middle SES | Low SES
TIME PERIOD (N=186) | (N=177) (N = 273)
‘ % % %
- in the morning 34 38 50
: Ir the afternoon ‘ 33 33 40
in the evening 81 Bl 85
| 3 =
TOTAL HOURS OF TV VIEWING | 7
ON SCHOOL DAYS
4
X THigh $ES [ Middle SES] Tow 3ES
NUMBER OF HOURS (N =182) (N = 171) | (N =276)
s % % %
0-2-1/2 - 37 28 19
, 3-4-1/2 34 33 | 3 »
N 5-7-1/2 , 23 25 30 -
* 8 and over 2 4 -
Othér o 4 8 9
Thirty-sexen percent of High SES children reported watching up to 2-1/2 hours of televisior’
’ during school days, while the corresponding numbers for middle and low SES children were
| 28 and 19% respectively. Eieven percent of low SES children reporfed watching
| television at least & hours on school days, while only 2% of High SES children watched
| television for this length of time, '
y
/ .
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TOTAL HOURS OF TV VIEWING ON SATURDAY

!

High SES | Middle SES | Low -GES 1§ ‘ :
NUMBER - OF HOURS (N=178) | (N =171) (N = 260)

b % %, % N
0-2-1/2 31 20 17 )
3-4-1/2 . 33 C 27 27 :
5~7-1/2 Y 21 ¢ 23 J 26 ' o
8 and over 10 18 / 22
Othar 5 12 1 8% 9
i , . a

'r -

‘Twenty~two percent of low SES children reported wafcl::‘mg at least§ hours of television®

on Saturday, ‘while 10% end 18% of high and middle SES chuldred‘nﬁ”spechvely watched
television for this length of time. Approximately one=third (31%) of high SES o{“nldren

reporied watching up to 2-1/2 hours of television on Saturday, whtle only ?7’% ’o? low

SES children Ovatched television for this length of time.

T - ‘ ! .
) ;1 TOTAL HOURS OF v VIFWING ON SUNDAY ’ ;
g “ b
High SES T Middle SES | Tow! 35
NUMBER OF HOURS (N=175) | (N = 157) (N £25%) |
: X % % . | - %
] ‘ ' l YN ,
. 0-2-1/2 56 <] I | S y
3-4-1/2 . 19 f 3171 30 - S
5~ 7-1/2 ‘ AR O
. 8 and over § L7 o -/
| ofmer? ‘ 3] w0 |
/
. \ - i, .
Fiftyrsix pewcenf of high SES children reported vmhmg up to 2-1/2 hours« of felewsmkn . .8
on Sundqy while 34% of low SES children wafch\\ d this amoyn?, of television, . %}mn\ : e
one in five (19%) of Iaw SES children watched: 5\- 7-1/2 lgoués of telev:s:cj#}@n (Jba’cw o
while only 13%; of hngh SES ch:!dren watched thig, amount of felews;on. o
. ‘5‘!, @ / // \ ) -~ .o?:.‘ ‘
l‘. [ W
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Q&

< > § ¢ J
F WHAT TIME DO YOU USUALLY GO TO BED ON A SCHOOL NIGHT,
R ON FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT?

f’.:/‘ : School  Days Friday and Saturday Night .
o TIME . (N = 610) (N = 532)
CE ey . % %

TR 3 -9 p.m. 39 4

SR 2.0 - 10:30 p.m, 57 50
TR T l;‘ =12 p.m, wwen o 4 39
o 12:20 ~ 1:30 p.m. 7
o kL ) .

o : On schoo! days, almost 40% of the children go to be ] between 8 - 9 p.m., Qh‘ile on week~-
LR ends only 4% of the children go to bed this early. Forty percent go to bed between 11 -
] 12 p.m. on week-ends, while during the week, on! y 4% go to bed ot this time.

,y . To summarize, high SES pupils

. - are more likely than low SES pupils, to engage in a variety of cchvlhes after school,

ALY including home-work, readmg, lessons, clubs, etc, :

e B - do things with their families about as often as middle or low SES chxldren '
»«\, ’ - are more likely to participate in sp(,arfs, meals ond h‘ovel with their families
- J - are 12ss like'v to watch TV in the morning before school thcm their middle and
o E& LW low income peers v
i 3 are more likely to watch fewer hours per day than low SES pupils
b :;‘ '
)
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.»~-uRe5edrchers' have suggested numerous reasons fur the wide appeal of TV,

table lists the reasons children gave for watching felevision.

The. following

A

WHAT ARF SOME OF THE REASONS WHY YOU WATCH ™v?

3

s

High SES.

“Middle SES

‘Low SES.

RESPOINSE (N =136) (N =177) | (N =273)
: 7, % : %,
Entertainment, exciting, intéresting 80 - 76 65
Wothing else to do (boredom\ 43 733 Re
-Educationcl 14 12, 17
Good mnvies “0 -5 10 .
' Other 10 o 3 R
l - 1 A Iy
3 . A

Esghfy percent of high SES children reported watching televizian for ~ntertainment, whu[e
tFe corresponding figures for the mi<dle and Jow SES groups were 76% and 689 respectively’
Approxamctely 40% of the chnldren reported watchmg i'elevmon because fhey had nothing

else to do.

£

In recent years there has been concern that aggression viewed on TV is imitoted by young’ '

children.
questior:

HAVE *YOU EVER COPIED ANYTHING THAT YOU HAVE SEEN ON TV? .

®

In the following table, !he respcnses of the children are recorded to the following

=

. High SES ! Middle SES | Low  QES
RESPONSE =l (N=188) | (N=177) | (N =273)
‘ ' % % %
Yes 52 53 47
No « 47 46 50
Other 1 1 3

Approx:mcfe!y 50% of the children reported fhof they have copiet some‘hmg seen on’ te!e—

vision, such as:

- the characteristics of an actor, e.g. language (20%)
- have used ideas for stories and pr0| acts (279 )
- songs and commercials

a

rupils did ot @t imitating uggressive behaviour viewed on television.

14
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CAN YOU USUALLY WATCH TV WHENEVER YOU WANT?

oy
CHTERS]
-+

High 565 Middle SES | Low S5

i i RESPONSE ( N =186) (N = 177) (N = 273).
% % %
Yes 51 s | 66
‘No | 46 3 33 .
’ " No Response 3 2 o 1
Fifty-one peicent of high SES children are allowed to watch television whenévex: they =~ tres

wont, ‘while 59% and 66% of middle and low SES chuldren respechvely have complste
' freedom to wotch telewsxon. .
= Gh:ldren ho were not usually allowed to watch television ¢ gave the following reasons:
" 1)»<... parenfal concerrs
("2) chores to be done
3) home=-work

|
|
|
l
There were essentially no differences between chxldren of the ?hree social classes,
In another analysis, it was found that Forfy-four percent of the girls indicated that they
were expected to do home-work, while only six percent of the boys were expected to
" do home-work. Furthermore, 23% of the girls and 6% of the boys reported thq;.they ,
ware expected to do household chores msfecd of wctchlng felevmon.

Regarding the question, who tells you that you cannot watch TV at certain times, it was
found that it wos generally the mother who enforced this restriction.  This was true for
-all social classes. Sixty-seven percent of the children indicated that their mother re~
stricted their viewing, while 30 percent of the children indicated that their *cfher '
did so. .

" : . . -
o R
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We also inquired as to whether the type of programs chrldren were allowed to watch was
restricted as We” as the amaunt of time spent viewing TV. o

Approxnmotely 50% of the chlld\'en reported that they were not o!lowad to view certain
programs by their parents., Thellkinds of programs that the children would ||ke fo view

but are not permitted to view are as follows: late shows; horror movies; vielent | programs
and sex programs. The children cited two major reascns for not being allowed to watch

the progroms: ) )
- Parental disapproval of the content of the programs ’
- The shows were televised too late in the evening.

WITH WHOM DO YOU USUALLY WATCH TV ?2*

High SES | Middle SES .| Low SES

RESPONSE 1 (N=188)- | (N=177) | (N=273)
i ) % ‘ % "%
) Brother(s) and/or sister(s) 84 77 «82
Myself | 64 64 68
Friend(s) : 44 33 .39
Mother and father 41 56 55
Mother - 8 | 38 44
Father AR - R 39
!

*  Children were allowed to check more than one response.

4] q
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Alfn\ygh fwo-fhurds of the pupils md:ccted that they usuaHy watch TV by themseives, .

this figure should be viewed with some caution,as apprommofely 80% mdncated thuf
they usually watch TV with siblingsl

- WHEN YOU DO WATCH A TV PROGRAM WITH YOUR PARENTS,
DO YOU USUALLY TALK ABOUT THE PROGRAM AFTER ITIS OVER?-

.3

. . o ¢ . @
High SES | Middlg SES | Low SES |

RESPONSE-—» | (N =186) | (N=177) | (iN=273)

- % % %

T Yes 40 38 50
No 52 59 48 -

Other . 8 -3 2 .

! : '

Forty percent of the children reported discussing TV programs with their parents,

L

and indicated that they usually discussed the centent of the programs, and whether or not

they liked the program. A few pupils (less than 1055). indicated they discussed whether

" or not they understood the program and whether they should watch it again,

a

te
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PERCENT OF PUPILS WHO THOUGHT FOLLOWING 'PROGRAMS

WERE "GOOD" OR "REALLY GREAT"

1 ({/O
‘ High SES | Middle SES | Low SES
PROGRAM (N-=184) (N=177) | (N =273)
% % %
Happy-Days , '82 82 86
Welcome Back Kotter 66 63 72
SWAT 45 51 66
Six Million Dollar Man ) 45 57 62
Hockey Games 36 38 ‘ 42 -
Baretta 34 49 57
Carol Burnett 30 26 24 >
Mary Tyler Moore o 27 17 20
. Emergency 27 .23 37
Jacques Coustecu 22 - 22 21
Police Woman 20 29 1 |
Flintstones 17 21 , .22
Adam 12 12 11 102
Rocket Ship 7 6 10 14
Global News o 4 4 7
Electric Company B 4 3
~ Sesame Street 1. 4 3

Children rated comedy shaws such as Welcome Back Koﬂer an,i Happy Duys the
highest of the shows listed. Approx:mctely 75% of the children thought these -
shows were really 'great'! Action shows such as Six Million Dollar Man, SWAT,
Boretta and Police Woman were generally Trated favorably; on the average, 50% of
the children rated these shows as 'really great'.  Lower SES children tended to
rate most television programs more favorably than the high and middle SES groups.
They especially rated 'action' shows more tavombly than mjddle cny high SES

groups.  For example, Baretta was rated as 'great’ by 345 of the high SES grolp,

while 49% cmd 57% of ihe middle and fow SES groups respechvely rated this show
as 'great'. * Similarly, SWAT received a 45% ratmg from thehigh SES group cmd
a 66% roting from the low SES groups.

(AT 2
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HOW MUCH VIOLENCE DO YOU THINK IS IN THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS?

A LOT OF VIOLENCE NQO VIQLENCE
. PROGRAM High SES | Middle SES [Low SES || High SES | Middle BES| Low SEG

(N =186) (N=177) (N=273) (N =186) (N=177) | (N =273)

‘ % % % % - % %
Welcome Back Kotter 0 4 4 89 74 74
Carol Burnett 0 3 5 83 71 77
Happy Days 8 6 6 81 : 67 70
Mary Tyler Moore 1 2 4 89 : 73 77
SWAT 61 59 i 53 2 H 2 5
Six Million Dollar Man 15 7 .4 25 7 i w7 1
Police Woman - > 01537 48 - . 47 3 | 5 5,
Raretta 37 " 50 .47 4 6 4
Emergency 15 27 20 1 10 16
Adom 12 22 30 26 5 5 10
Hockey Games 26 34 30 7 11 14
Global News 31 35 42 22 32 - 30
Jacques Cousteau - 5 b 46 47 48
Electric Company-_ 4 3 2 88 74 78
Sesame Sfreet 1 0 - 4 91 84 84
'Rocket Ship 7 1 4 4 87 72 - 83
Flintstones 4 10 ¢ 80 5 58 - 73
7 . -

Approxlmatcly 80% f the children reported that there was no violence in comedy shows such &s Welcome Badk Kotter,
On the other hand} approximatel . 50% of the children perceived "d lot of
‘violence" on shows such as Baretta, SWAT and Police Woman, Th :e/was o tendency for high SES children to per-

Happy Days and Mary Tyler Moore.,

.. ceive less violence than middle and low SES children in most of the programs. [t is interesting to note that opproxnmctely

. -one-fhurd of the children perceived "a let of violence™ bo%h on Global News and Hockey Game

&

—E—
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Children were presented with nine pcm's of programs ond csked to ccnader the mhpqhon n
where the two programs in each pair were on TV af the same time and they could watch -
only one - which one would they prek?  Would they consistently pick the "Violent"

or "adventure" shows? This does not s¢em to be the case; but perhaps the factors which

in combination give a program "high appeal " are far too complex fo be treated Quite 50
simplistically. Pupils were about equally divided in selecting between "Swiss Family
Robinson™ {= family show with no violence) and "Hockey Games"; definitely preferred
Carol Burnett, Welcome Back Kotter, Happy Days, Brady Bunch and Marcus Welby over .
their respective pmrs which could be described as beipg "more violent" to varying degrees.,

Many pupils found thic question the mast difficult to answe\'\in the quésﬁonnaire.» They
tried fo suggest several alternatives to avoid having to select only one program in edch
pair. For exomple, they:suggested watching the programs on alternate Week;s The pair -
which created the most difficulty was Six Million Dollur Man cnd Hoppy Days - two very-

popdtar programs, —

~ The last section of the questionnaire asked pupils to seléct their favourite. program and

respond to several questions about it. Pupils listed a lorge number of individual programs
in response to the question "What is your fcvounfe program?" whxch have been categonzed
in the following table. o @ :
’ !
WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE PROGRAM? ’

~

| A
k ] Total Sample *
TYPE OF PROGRAM , \’ - (N = 636)
P %
szuohon Comedy,e.g. Happy Doys, Welcome Back - .

Kotter, Odd Ceuple . _49
Police/Detective programs, e.g. SWAT o | ‘ 15
Adventure programs, e. g. Six Mulhon Dollar Man . . 14
Family shows, e.g.Brady Bunch, Swiss F nmly Robmson o : 4
Sports programs ‘ ; a1 &
Musical Variety,e.g. Carol Burnett 4
Other 6
No. Answer 1

*  There were no differences umung the three social c!oss group(;, therefore results are

reported for the total sample.
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the children.
qualities in their favourite programs.

he's funny

]9~

¢

he's cool (this phrase referred mainly to Fonzie in Hcppy Days)

strong

good iooking
smart

good actor

IS PRESENT IN YOUR FAVOURITE PROGRAM

Action and excitement were the two qualities most prevalent in'the favourite programs of
Approximately 60% of the children indicoted that there was 'lots' of these
Sixty~five percent of high SES children reported
‘lots' of humour in their fovourite program, while 52% and 41% of middie and low SES
children respechvely reported 'lots' of humour in their favourite shows.
were not present in the favourite TV programs of ﬂxe children included bad language,
gentleness, peacefulness, meanness and sadness, -

INDICATE HOW MUCH OF EACH OF THE FOLLOWING

As is obvious, almost half of the children selected a'situation comedy as their favourite

When asked if they could be one of the characters in their favourite program,
which one would they pick, sixty percent of the sample said they would like to be the

~star® or mojor character i in the program, for the following reasons:

Qualities whlch

‘1

LOTS , NONE ,
High SES |Middle SES jLow SES H;gh SES Middle SES Low SES
(N=186)" | (N=177) {(IN=273) (N=186) [(N =177) [(N=273)
% % % - % % %
Action 65 &5 67 5 4 4
Sadness 3 2 . 4 51 35 " 40
Involvement 30 23 20 23 20 24
Humour 65 52 41 10 12 15
Meanness 10 12 10 47 36 32
Fun 54 62 64 10 é 7
Caring 31 24 28 - 19. 18 - 18
Love 19 23 24 ° 22 24 .23
Viclence 18 ‘18 19 41 v 39 42
Excitement « 58 59 56 6 ‘5 5
Kindness " 30 30 33 12 1 2 13
Understanding ° 27 32 35 16 16 1
Bad Language 10 8 10 62 59 62
Genileness 9 15 18 33 (37 28
Peacefulness 13 16 19 29 26

g

38

<




.Summary ~ Pupil Questionnaire :

There were few differences among boys ard girls in terms of their general pattern of
response to the qUestzonnmre, however, there were fajrly pronounced differences

among the three socio-economic groups. In summary, RN

s

53 2t iy S
s %

-

By

ST a1l

iy
TN

"watching television" is a favourite pastime of most pupils, although more high
than low SES children watch TV for g short period of time each day, i.e. 0 - 2 hours,

while far more low SES pupils watch TV for 8 hours or more per duy

‘

mos’r\ch:ldren watch TV fur cntertainment, because they find it mterestmg and

exciting

.

in terms of parental restrictions, over half the pupils reported that they could
watch TV whenever they want, although they were not allowed to view certain

types of programsy e.g. late shows, horror shows, violent programs

the TV programs children liked most were situation comedies, e.g. Happy Days

which they perceived as having little or no.violence

the programs which they perceived os having the most violence, i.e. SWAT,
Policewoman, Baretta were programs which fewer pupils, particularly the hugh

and middle SES children, thought were “really great”,

* . i

.
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PART B - TEACHER SURVEY

METHOD

.

Description of Queéstionnaire : o s o \/j{/

LN e

The questionnaire developed for teachers (see Appen,dix B) iﬁe’lqded 15 items related to:

- nature and extent to which teachers use television in their clossroom program

- their perception of the degree of violence in'selecteg programs *

- their views regarding the-extent to which teleV:s:on wolence conmbutes to .
aggressiveness in children.

- descrnphon of behaviours in school which can be atmbuted to TV Vnolence

- ways in which TV has had a posifive impact en children

- ways in which TV has had a negative impact on children

Sample & Procedure

- i
v

Quuestionnaires were distributed to 100 teachers at each of kindergarten, grades 3 & 6.

Teachers were asked to complete the questionnaire and return to the Research Department

within two weeks,

‘ RESULTS |
Completed questionnaires were returned by 141.or 47% of the teachers. The number of i
years of teaching experience for the sample is shown in the following table. = -
NUMBER OF YEARS OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE ' /
, 0= 7 5=9 T I0-T4 T 5T | 20 ar More
GRADE % % % % %
Kindergarten - 17 3l T 12 | a2
Grade 3 19 48 B2 7 ‘ 5
Grade® | 30 33 | 25 6 6
' 7 ‘
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, Kindergarten | Grade 3 Grade 6-
‘ RESPONSE (N =48) (N=42) (N = 51)
-~ . % % ) % '
" Yes ) 7 14 , ‘ =~
1" No ' 58 74 82 '
" Don't Know 10 7 ]
No Response 1 12 4 : “

. ) AL o N - o e Je ) x » ‘*’ve Tu Ty andendmen ¢
PR . ;/ BN ' "
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" b\\\ ot . . ° - 2 S wmny
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& s

While approximately half of the kindergarten teachers have 5 - 9 years of teaching ex-
perience or less, two-thirds of grade 3 and grade 6 teachers have 5 - 9 years or less of
. thaching experience. -t is also interesting to note that a much lurger percent of the "
kindergarten *eochers have 20 or more years of teaching experience. '

The majority of teacher' at each grade level felt that most programs their pupiis watch

are not designed specifically for children, although this response pattern was not as strong
for kindergarten as for the grade 3 and 6 teachers.

.
+ .

(N

ARE THE MAJORITY OF TELEVISION PROGRAMS Tt AT YOUR PUPlLS WATCH
. JPECIFI{.ALLY DESIGNED FOR CHILDREN?

-
el

When qyked to give specific excmples of children's programs that their pupils watch
regularly, however, most teachers at grades 3 and 6 mentioned programs such.as Happy
Days, Six Million Dollar Man, SWAT, Welcome Back Kotter, Kojak.’ Pregrams which are
not usually described as children's programs!  Only the kindergarten teychers tended to-
mention programs such as Sesame Street, Misterogers, Cucumber, Poiird Dot Door which
have been specifically designed for young children. Perhaps the responses to this question
reflect the lack of spgc:Fc programming for chddren from 7 - 12,

To determine the extent to. which teachers use television as part of their clossroom program,
they were asked how often they recommended that pupils watch specific progrums at home
as well as how often they use felev:s:on within the classroom.

u ' ' 2 4 =




HOW OFTEN DO YOU RECOMMEND TO YOUR PUPILS THAT . -
THEY WATCH A SPECIFIC TV PROGRAM? -

§

At Teast [Once every | Once/ [Once every | Once overy No
once/week, 2 weeks | month | 2-3 months| 6 months | Never [ Response
Kindergarten ! . V |
(N = 48) 13 2 19 14 177 - | 8
, }
Grade 3 3 : |
(N = 42) 7 7| 4] 28 17 17 | -
"G;mde 6 »
~ (N =51) 20 8 16 29 18

At least once a month, 34% of kindergarten teachers, 3% of grade 3 teachers and 44%
of grade 6 teachers suggest that their pupils watch a specific program.

programs they suggest are summarized in the follewing table,

\WHAT KINDS OF PROGRAMS DO YOU RECOMMEND? N

o

The types of

~
» .
] Kindergarten | Grode 3 Grade 6
TYPE OF PROGRAM (N = 48) (N=42) (N=51)
% % . %
Specials (ecg. National Geogra- .
phic, Christinas, Easter) 1 71 25
E.T.V. programs (e.g. Electic . 4
Co., Sesame St., . ;
Cucumber, etc.) 21 7 2
Nature Programs (e.g. Jacques . .
Cousteau, Wild Kingdom) 17 K} ) 35
Movies,( e.g.Magic Shadows, ' .
Charlotte's Web, Wizard : &
of Oz) 13 10, - 10
Current Events, documentaries . 4 | 12 39
Programs related to a specific to -
unit of study - B V4 18 o
Other 4. 2 4 -
“ No Answer - 31 17 20 -
/\\ ) @ o o
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As you would expect, thers are some differences in response paHerns across the grades,
_For example, seventy-one percent of kindergarten and grade 3 teachers recommend «
specials to their pupnis, while only 25% of grade 6 teachers make such recommandatiofise |
* Educational programs such as Sesame Street, Electric Co., ave recommended by 21%

of kindergarten teachers, but very few grade 3 and 6 teachers. On the other hand, 39%
*~grade .6 teachers recommend that their pupils watch current events programs or docu— '
mentaries as opposed to 12% of grade 3 teachers-and 4% of the kmdergortun eachers,

Of fhe I’eachers who suggest that thenr pupils wafch specific prog-n s, 9% usually dss— g
cuss the program Ioter in class, o ‘ N

-

.

Roughly, o—th:rds of the {2achers feli that fhcur pupuls did watch, the sugoesred progmm‘s

although many did not know. ‘. .
¢ DO THE MAJORITY OF PUPILS USUALLY WATCH L
THE PROGRAMS YOU SUGGEST? e
- Kindergarten chde_ 3 Grode 6 ' ' {/’ .
RESPONSE (N = 33) ‘(N=35) (N=42) . ‘
CATEGORY % % l %
Yes 70 &6 |- 62 L
No 3 n 24
Don't Know 24 17 14 \\
No Answer 3 6 ' -

In addition to recommending specific programs, a few teachers (21 of the 141),particuiary
at the grade 6 level, sometimes assign projects v-hich would require their pupxls to watch .
a specific program. Examples of such projects are: = . S
«  summarizing plots for creative writing
- rewriting a better end to a TV show

- _current events from news telecast

- ossessmg the exploitation of advertising of producfs geored to young people
~  observing the bios evident in certain Western and sexist fiims- ~

‘\\ ' ) . R : . & -
Teachers were also asked to indicate how often pupils referred to television cs their source
of information,

26
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. )
PERCENT OF TEACHERS AT EACH GRADE WHOQ REPORT THAT THEIR
PUPILS "OFTEN" OR "VERY OFTEN" REFER TO TV
AS SOURCE OF INFORMATION

e

o -

Kindergarten = Grade 3 Grade 6
(N =48) (N=421) (N=5T)
o N

% % %
Current Events .8 35 : 40_"
General Class Discussion | 28 50 . 41
Specific Ascigned Project 4 10 67 R
Other 12 7 4
It is obvious from the aoove table, that far more grade 3 and 6 pupils use television us,gq Y

source of informction on a regular basis.

Kindergarten teachers répc?rt infrequent use of television as a teaching device within the
classroom, as oppused to 17% of the grade 3 teachers and 13% of the grade 6 teachers.
Grade 6 teachers use television in their classroom: more often than the other two groups. -

HOW OFTEN DO YOU USE TELEVISION [N YOUR CLASSROOM 0
AS A TEACHING DEVICE? ; R

o Kindergarten | Grade 3 Grade 6 o
T FREQUENCY - {N=47) (N=42) (N=45) B
% % %
Once/week or more |- 12 26 22
Once every 2 weeks 4 ‘ 5 7
Once/month ' 15 ‘ 19 20 =
Less than once/month | 21 =0 21 38
Never ! 36 17 .. 13
1 No Answer : 12 ’ 12 -

Or)%hird of the kindergarten teachers would like to use more television in their clas:grooms, :
while two-thisds of the grade 3 and 6 teachers would like to use more television,
Y ) ) P B

o

f—“\)




Teachers reported three major types of problems they encountered in atfemphng io use

; television in their classrooms,
P - technical and equipment problems
A - program problems -
‘ B ~ pupil and space proble..s X 3 .
: These three areas of difficulty are outlined in more detail in the following table. -
WHAT PROBLEMS DO YOU ENCOUNTER IN USING . Lo
o - 4 " OR ATTEMPTING TO USE TELEV!SION IN YOUR CLASSROOM? . '
¢ M 5 T
‘  ‘ . 'fPeréent ot teachers giving
) » Resporise
b PROBLEM . ‘ ©(N=14D)
5 %
2
B Technica! znd Equipment Problems
Reception poor; cable connection poor . - .22
3 TV stationary in one place, therefore - §
' awkward to use; not sufficient sets - o - 14 _
Poor equipment; prefer colour os opposed to R AT TSt T STRUENN S
black/white ; 8 o
Program Problems
Progromrs not scheduled of convenient time ‘ - 23
,,,,, Proyrams not suitable for particular grade;- :
. not sufficiently stimulating i
Programs unrelated to current creas of study 8
4 Space & Pupil Problems ' B
No:se, ‘restlessness, boredom of pupils; lack of - ‘ “
listening skills - o : 6
Physical space in open areas poor ac TY screen o
<1 too small for large group to view . 6
Class in portable, therefore difficult to use equnpmam‘ T 2
No problems _ 1
Other T ' ‘ 8
No Response ' . 14
. ]

* As the differen e across grades were ﬂegl:gxble, the responses to this question are reparfed‘ ;
for the total sample, ¥
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The following are verbatim examples of teachers' responses, which illustrate the various ‘
cutegories depicted above: ‘

.

. Recuption is not always good ‘. LT '
. Students in grade 3 seem to find programs either téo childish or too
suited to grade 6 ‘ . L .
. TV programs are not relevant to class topics bein:q sfdefed,uf the time.
. Finding the social studies and science programs challenging enfugh

. The reception is+errible; the cable company seems to have done a
terrible job ' .

¢

Primarily technical problems ~ if main switch is in Keeble cable position-

] L]
no one else can get regular cable service on their sets - too much of a
hassle :
. Programs come on at Unsuitable times when your class is oh a rotary
system '

N ¢

At least one-half of the-teachers in grades 3 and 6 and 36% of kindergarten teachers iﬁdﬁcah
that they would like to have more information on how to use television os an effective
teaching aid. : : ‘

Teachers were given a list of 17 programs, the sante list as included in the pupil question=

naire; and asked whether to their knowledge, their pupils were regular viewers of these.

programs and secondly, how they would rate each program ?Vérms of violence. The =~
viwers ol

following table indicates the percent of teachers who feel Jeir pupils are regular
the programs, ‘ , A . ‘

~
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» PERCENT OF TEACHERS AT EACH GRADE WHO REPORT THAT
“THEIR PUPILS ARE REGULAR VIEWERS -

‘ Kindergarten Grade 3 | Grade 6
PROGRAM ‘ (N=42) | (N=48) (N=51)
% . % %
Six Million Dollar Man . 83 98 94 -
. Happy Days 43 95. 92 .
" Flintstones ) 81 - 90 82 .
Hockey Games ' 54 90 90
SWAT 50 83 9% .
Welcome Back Kotter 3 - 83 94
Rocketship 7 60 . 8 53
Emergency 1 67 79 80
Adam 12 - : 4 « &5 74 61
Police Woman ~ 35 55 | 84
Sesame Street v 85 - 52 18 o
Carol Burnett = 23 50 63 S
Mary Tyler Moore o | 45 59 o
Baretta _ - 19 ' 45 86 : '
Electric Company 67 - 40 8
Jacques Cousteau 15 43 . 55
Global News 12 14 25

Kmdergarten teachers reported that their students' favourite programs were Sesame Sh'eef i
Flintstones, Electric Company and Six Million.Dallar Man, - This list of programs should be -
viewed with some caution, however, as . most programs,. approx:mafely 25 - 30% of the
kindergarten teachers did not know wheiher or not their pupils wafched it regulcrly.

"Grade 3 and 6 teachers reported that their stu»enfs' favourite programs were Happy Days, ’ N

Six Million Dollar Man, SWAT, Welcome Back Kotter and Hockey Games. Again, except .
for the most popular programs, appxoxnmotely 15~ 20t’ of the teachers did not know whether %
other pupils watched some programs.

The following table indicates the percent of teachers at each grcde level who falt the
piograms listed were "violent" or "extremely vnolent" :

K
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" PERCENT OF TEACHERS AT EACH GRADE LEVEL WHO RATED

)

PROGRAMS AS "VIOLENT" OR “"EXTREMELY ViOLEN:f"

7 R
Kindergarten Grcde 3 ~Grode 6
PROGRAM (N =48) N = 42) (N =51)
%. ‘ % - % -
SWAT 4 (dg)* - (31) 73 (19) -
Baretta M. Byl e (35 |70 (20)
Police Woman 44 (43) | 57 - (36) 64 (22
Six Million Dollar Man 42  (3A 45 ={13) 57 «{10) »
Hockey Games 34 251 43 (9 |38 (93
Adam 12 — |19 @] 2 (29 26 (17)
Emergency 15 (38) 17 (20) 16 (21)
Global News 19 (40) |- 20. (41) 12 (23)
Flintstone 10 (34 2 (24) 122 (15)

-~ Welcome Back Kotter - (69) - (28)- 2 (2
Happy Days = (50) 2 (9 | 2 (9
Rocket Ship 7 4 - (65) - (50) - 4y
Sesame Street . 4 anl - @ |- @
Electric Company 2  (44) - (47 - (47)
Mary TylerMoore - @ lo- @y |- a3
Carol Burnett - (38) - (26) ] - (18) :
Jacques Cousteau - @45) 1 - @0 SR ¢ ) B

* " "The numbers in brackets represent the percent of teachers at each grade level who either
did not provide a rating or indizated that fhey were not sufﬁcuenﬂy famlllcr with the

program to provide’a rahng.

Before dnscussmg the program ratings, .if should be pomted out that formost progrqms,
porticularly ot the kindergarten-lével, a {orge’ péft:enfage ‘of the teachers’ dad not provide a .
' rahng. The reader should keep this in mind when examining ﬂ\e v:olence mhngs.

SWAT
Baretta
Police Woman

Itis ev:denf from fhe table that

Six Million Dollar Man

s}

31
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were roted as "wo:enf" or "exh'emely v:o!enr“ by approximately half of fhe feac’:ers at each -




grade level, Two of these programs, SWAT and Six Mitlion Dollar Man were programs
that grade 3 and 6 teachers felt their pupils watch regularly.

+

If we look back at the results from the pupil survey, SWAT and Six Million Dollar Man'
are programs that at least half of the grade 6 pupils think are “good® or “really great®.
However, the pupils did not rate them os high in violence as the grade 6 teachers did,

For example, 73% of grade 6 tecchers rated SWAT as very violent, while bétween 53 - -

61% of the grade 6 pupils rated it s violent. . There was an éven greater d:screpancy

between teachers and pupils with regard to Six Mitlion Dollai ‘Man. Fifty-seven percent s

of grade 6 teachers ratec it ds "very violent", whereas oniy 15 37% of the pupils rated
it as having a lot of violence. ‘ . . .

4
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In the next few questions, teachers were asked whether fhey feel children are more
aggressive now than in the past, and if so, the factors contributing to this increase
in aggressiveness.

PERCENT OF TEACHERS AT EACH GRADE LEVEL WHO FEEL CHILDREN
ARE MORE AGGRESSIVE NOW THAN THEY WERE ...*

Y

Kindergurten Gr,adve 2 Grade 6

(N =48 (N =42) | (N=51) o .
. % % % : .
2 yegrs.ago 31 38 .22
4 years ago 52 48 | - 35
10 years ago 67 57 . 57

*

-

-

Approximately 15 - 20% of the feochers did not ansxj/ this question

It is evident that at each grade Ievel a larger percenfcge of teuchers felt tho’ children

" were more aggressive now as compared with 10 years ago, os opposed to nov%ersus 2 years
ago. However, one~third of kindergarten and grade 3 teachers shll feel that children
are more aggressive now than 2 years ago, ~ “
Those teachers who feel children are more aggressive now than in ' the pasf vere then asked
whether they felt this increase in oggressaveness could be utfnbufed prlmcnly to the ‘
violent content of programs on TV '

DO YOU THINK THAT THE INCREASE IN AGGRESS!VENESS CAN BE ATTRIBUTED
PRIMARILY TO THE VIOLENT CONTENT OF PROGRAMS ON TV?

Kindergarten™ | Grade 3 Grade 6

(N =39) (N=28) (N=36)
% % %

Yes 38 46 39
No : 41 46 50
No Response 20 7 n

- Approximately one-half of the grade ‘3 teachers believe that the increase in aggressiveness can
be atiributed primarily to the violent content of programs on TV whlle apprommafe!y 40%
of the kindergarten and grade 6 teachers share this belief, - i

3 3.

b
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Those who did not feel that violent programs‘on TV were the prime reason for an in-"
crease in aggressiveness, did feel however that television had contributed to the in-
crease in aggressiveness in children. Other factors which these teachers feit con-
fributed tothe increase in aggressiveness are summarized in the following table . -

WHAT FACTORS OTHER THAN TELEVISION DO YOU FEEL . ‘
, HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE INCREASE IN AGGRESSIVENESS? . .,

+

Kindergarten | Grade 3 | (srade 6

R

TR

RESPONSE J(N=39) v N=28) | (N=36)
% - " % %
‘ " N ML 23 Pl
Parents are less involved with children; . |
there is less discipline; less supervision; - 33 46 11
don't set standards of behaviour . .
- BTN N

Breakdown of family , mere family : .
pressures; more single parent fccjz)ﬂies o 31 11 5

Society generally more permissive,e.g.
lower age_for drinking and driving; more . s
leisure time _ v 23 -39 28

Media, more violence on radio; in ‘
_ newspapers; in movies : 237 14 . 19

Mother works; children more independent; ‘ L ¥ ’

day care faciiities are poor 200 - 11
S . ' ’ :

increased pace of our lives; pressures to

succeed ' A 8 .3 17

Urbanizaﬁon: high densify living; ‘ o N
crowded conditions - b8 LT 17

Sports, increase in violence in sports,

particularly hockey 5 " 4 17
1 o |
J Economic problems; financial instability ' 3 14
] Other - s |2 16
; No Answer B 28 . | 25 25
N

Sy 34
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It is obvious that teachers fes} a wide range of factors have contributed to an increase

in aggressiveness in children, Several factors relate to the family, e. g. parents are
supervising and disciplining their children less; more mothers are working, thus

children are on their own more and there are many pressures on the family. The
follewing are some specific teacher responses which illustrate fhese cotegones of responses

»

. -Parental influence, fights at home . “ - )

. Not enough time spent on correcting violent behaviour at an early
stage - standards of behaviour slackened due to parent neglect ,

- Working parents promotewchildren's f;\dependence .. }

. Family problems and tensions; less home discipline, . 9 :

« . More children being left on their own with their mothers workigng . |

. " Lack of parental interest, control, discipline - ‘A ]

. Adult pr&lems,.dissatisfaci'ion creates agg&essiveness in family groups ,

. Fewer social values -faught in the home, e.g. less respect shown

towards law enforcement, property rights of others, disagreements
often solved violently .

s

. Not only is the family unit more permissive, but society in general toduy is more parmussxve

~ which some teachers feel contributes to aggressiveness, For example-
[ 4

. Permissive scclefy which demands instant gratification of
wants.

. e Lack of clear-cut social norms and priorities.  Rapid decline in -
beliefs about the “rightness" and legitimation values of our social
institutions,

. Leniency of society’s rules and morals . .
. Permissiveness of saciety has not shown children limits to their own
freedom . : "

Teacherswere asked whether they had seen any behaviours or incidents in the clossroom
which they felt could be directly attributed to "violent" TV programs. Seventy-gne
percent of kindergarten teachers; 62% of grade 3 and 49% of grade 6 teachers answered

"Yes". They were then asked to describe some of thete incidents, One thing that s

should be noted, is that 98% of the incidents descnbed referred to boys.
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DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC INCIDENTS

.

Kindergarten | Grade 3 1 Grade 6
RESPONSE (N = 34) (N =26) (N=25)
% » % %

Imitation of TV characters, e.g.
Six Million Dollar Man; Batman; . :
Evel Knieval; Fonzie (Happy Days) 82 ‘ 58 : 24 )

o General comments re pupils' role

playing, no reference to specific .
characters - ' 44 8 36
i,

Kung Fu chops & kicks 29 38 56
Using blocks, etc. as toy guns ' 29 = -
Poor sporismanship-during school
sports evénts e 6 31 48
Language, e.g. "I'll kill you"; .

pow; zap; sarcastic remarks 12 27 20
Fighting; chasing; tackling 3 27 16
Unusual physical acts imitating -
actions 5. en on TV programs, e.g. 6 3 19 ‘ 4 .
hanging from window ledge;- - b .
jumping off bridge
Other : 6 4 -3

The most frequent type of incident described by teachers, wus one of role-playing, either
specific characters such as the Six Million Dollar Man or Baiman or actions such as Kung
Fu chops or kicks, The following are specific teacher responses which illustrate these
categories: N v T

.
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. Durmg outdoor play many boys tried to do tricks on their bikes,
€.g. run info trees, jumping over obstacles as a result of Wcalchmc
Evel Knieval on TV do his stunts. ~

o Children are often playing "dead" then going to the hospital to get
: better ~ after all that person often shows up a few days lafer in another
show all healed . . : A Yo
.« Now that Kung Fu is off the air fhere is less of this 1m|fahve play, but

a little over a year ago girls and boys were doing Kung Fu and often
another child would get hurt as he was the v;chm of a "chop" or A -
ikick", "
. e’ :

. The tncidents occured as a resulf of the child ldenhfymg strongly w;th

his super hero thereby attempting dangerous manoevres and fighting’
_ an imaginary enemy ,

. Many of my children role play characters they have seen on TV, e.g. o
ate boy is the "cookie monster" and grabs things awdy from other IR
children; several boys are constantly "batman and robin® ﬂghhng the '

joker and putting him in joil, wrestling him to the ground, ete, R

. Boys pretending to be Fonzie on Happy Days playing cool, tough.

- Children, especica!ly boys, think they can do, thirgs the Six Million
Dollar Man can do in the yard., We have had o broken leg and many
injuries due to this. : S .

o Harold wore a hat just like "Bareh‘c s hat". At recess the hat was
knocked off and into a puddie. A fight broke out and Harold replied
that the kid meant to do it.  Also that if that had happened to Baretta
ne would have "punched ouf" the guy. So Harold punched out the kidl

Another way in whlch teachers, pasticularly at grades 3 and 6, feel that their pupils reflect
the violence fthey have sten on television is in terms of poor sporfsmanshup durmg school
sporfs events. For example:

- While playing hockey in the school yard fhey started rheckmg oggmslvely.
One remark made was "He's the Dave Shuliz of the school ", o
. Playing stick hockey, swipes and swings causing bodily harm not
uncommon , Usually players names are mentioned, -e.g. Tlger AR
Williams" hits “Esposito" rather than Bob hits Lorry. » 2

0l : 0
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Very aggressive in floor hockey - deliberate jabs and knocking. down .

Body checking against the wall calling names of well known players -
of NHL . g

Language is another area in which teachers see the effects of TV on their pupils. For example;

The ingidents that |'ve witnessed have been primarily of verbal violence .
.Both boys and girls are involved and they take the form of disrespect for
both their peers and adults. One typical ingident involves or starts with
the sort of verbal put G\OWn or squelch heard on Welcome Back Kotter.
This may be considerechmild but the problems build from there.

Attitude of cruelty in talk to peers.

Language and threatening to kill one another .

Finally, although not mentioned frequently, a few teachers did mention unusual incidents.
"For example:

»

A young boy was hanging outside the classroom on the second floor,
When asked why, he said he wanted to see if he could hang from

the window ledge - a simple explanation, Children view programs where
they frequently see such actions. Individuals act out to (1) be
recognized (2) be cared for. oo ‘

At recess a boy got angry with another boy and took his head and pushed
it into brick concrete. The other boy was taken to hospital where he had
several stitches, Children view incidents like this on television -

Tieing up girl to chair by .boy (Where else is this seon? .
Boy jumping off our school bridge pretending to be a SWAT character
on the run to shoot somecne . oo :

Teachers also felt that television has had negative effects on children other than increased
aggressiveness .

. -

oo
o)
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NEGATIVE IMPACT OF TELEVISION ON CHI&DREN

Kindergarten

Grade 3

] Grode 6
RESPONSE (N=48) (N=42) (N=51)
%. % %
Encourages passive behaviour and consequently A . B
little physical activity; children vant to be 35 38 .32,
entertained B ‘
Reduces amount of time spent in reading, hobbies, {0 e ’
games, sports : 8 \\\@\\L‘4 . 28 33
i
Pupils lack imaginaﬁc’r'{/, creative thinking o :
skills; show little initistive 25 19 31
Pupils have poor attention span; can't listen .
without visual aids; need constant stimulation 18 7 10
Pupils stay up too late; are phxsicc;ll); tired 10 , 21 12
Little verbal communication in home; lack _ !
of variety of experiences ' 8 2 4
Social skills not well developed; children don't , .
spend as much time playing with friends 8 . 2 )
Children "growing up" too soon; becoming foo
sophisticated 6 5 6
Commercials encourage consumerism at early ‘
age; they tend to believe what they hear é 7 10
Children find it difficult to distinguish fantasy ) ‘ .
from reality ' 4 2 10,
Poor language de'v\elopmenyf, e.g. swearing 4 7 6
Other - 17 7 23
No Answer - 17 21 7

39
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Although the number of teachers who endorsed each category in the above table is
small, the table does represent the range of recsons why educators fee!  televition
has a negative impact. Over a third of the teachers of each grade level felt fhut
television encoumged passive behov:our in children, For examp!e~

.

It is an easy leisure=fime hobby - encourages passive behavioyr,

Makes them lqzy; controls time .

-Children spend most time watchmg TV - becommg physucally .

unfit, : , . -
. 4. ’

Tendency to worch a boring program instead of domg other thingg. .

€

«

Some kave become TV recluses, leaving the set reluctantly at any
given time . : : ‘ .

| have noticed a definite decrease in phys:col mness levels of
children. '

Children become passive, preferrmg to be entertamed rafher than
enfer’mmmg themseIVes purposeful ly . - .

%‘*'?her, teachers felt that watching TV reduced the omount of time spent in sther activities
such as reading, hobbies, games, sports, as wél] as their creative thinking skills. For

example:

g

/

. . N v"
M v

Seems to tuke away from fmdmg one's own amusement as crofts, reodmg,
helping with chores ,

Not as interested in reading books . , . .
Too much television watching makes them unimaginative .

‘They spend too much time watching TV and this stops them from doing
hobbies and learning how to spend fun time, veading, ga.nes, free play.”

lmuginati‘oh seems to be stultified .

Not os creative in choosing achvmes . oo

Although teachers do feel that television has had a negative impact on’children, the
picture is not totally one-sided ~ there are some positive influences, ‘ .

. .
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POSITIVE IMPACT OF TELEVISION ON CHILDREN~ .

- Kindergarten | Grade 3 Grade 6

+

.

RESPONSE _ _ (N=48) (N=42) (N=51) - °
% | % % L

Increased learning of specific skills at : RUR .
earlier age, e.g. alphabet, vocabulary, © 79 31 8

counting colours ‘ S

Increase in general knowledge; more : " *
aware of world events 44 64 53

Increase in knowledge about specific o IR ; 1 -
topics, e.g. in science, onimals, etc, ° 19 21 16

fncrecses attention span; class discussion | ‘ : o ' .
enhanced; provides stimulus for creative - : S T |
-work of child; improves ahility to be AERRTEEY AN I 1 |
perceptive of detail, fcm opinions - 18 A 29 ' i
Improves self confidence; social T A :
development, helps develop a sense of S R R

humour o 1 6. . 7 o 12

Provides a source of relaxation, Lo RE o a o
enfertainment - -3 9

There are no positive influences of TV - - 9

Other | 12’ 12 8

No Answer » ] 8 9 12

0 .

It is obvious from the above table that teachers feel the most important positive influenca of

television is an increcse in the knowledge children have about a wide range of topics.

For example: ! o - _ . .

‘

. They have learned some basic information from animal .
and science documentaries

o - : :
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« . Pupils know more about omer cultures from special programs §
) on "mcuehes around thie world" ‘ S
: 1 2y I ' ‘ . Pupils are exposed to the iatest scientific, medical, soc:csl

developments on TV at an ecrher age.
L . ‘ . Expands knowledge of world and people , * _ "

. . Has increased global view of life; more aware of world places .
E . it has probably provided them with a broader bcckgmund‘.of :
) generg! knowledge. They have a more sophisticated under-
stending of the working of our techpological soclety than they e

would have had thhouf televisions - - S

=

)

T L AT I
. Children seem to know a lot about things they normally would
e . have.no contact with , as neture facts from Wild Kingdom and
o * : thdhfe Specials and facts about other people 0F the world,

Anoﬂ1er area in which teachers, parhcu\crly at the kindergarten level feel that tele=-
Y vision hus had a positive impact is in terms of learning specific skills such as counting,
S - the alphabet, vocobulary, etc. Exumplesaf their responses are as follows: g

. Sesame Street has seemed to have had an mfluence on learning
of letiers ond numbers af an early age.

. Children come to schoo! knowing colours counting, reciting }_hq
alphabet, familiar with farm animals, with extensive vocabularies, . -
etc, all from television. : .

o . Sesame Sizeet has offered a good scope in math and lcmguuge sk:lls
for the preschooler of all ethnic backgrounds.

. Extends longuage experience and increases meaningful vocabulary

o Improves language, use of colour, play acting, puppefeerm ’ same
bas* readiness skills from Seucme Streef .

’

. It has enabled them to be exposed to numerals, alpnabet cause und '
© . effect, music and stories, sequenca.concepts which many would not
have had their aitention drawn to by a parent or guardnan . o

e
-
.
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The reader will note that some areas have been mentioned by teachers in terms of both
a positive and negative influence of television, For example, under negative iinpact,
teachers mention that pupils have poor attention span,. they lack creativity and
imagination, their sccial skills are poorly developed , as a result of television. On '
the other‘hand, teachers mention that television has been a positive influence in terms’ o
of increasing attention span, providing a stimulus fot creative work, improving social
development. As we have mentioned previously, the question of the mpact of tele~

vision is not a simple one to cmswarl

Approximately 55% of the teachers at each grade leVel indicated thof they would 17 ke . oo
to have more influence on their pupils' television viewing habits. * The areos or ways ‘
in which they wauld like to have an mﬂuence are summarazed in the following table, -

A

WAYS IN WHICH TEACHERS WOULD LH\E TO HAVE AN INFLUENCE

ON PUPILS' TV VIEWING HABITS . ) ﬂ |
. i {/»l N o
‘ Totul\\gg’flp]e*
RESPONSES - . (N=81)
. %’ )

Restrict amount of time spent viewing; pupils stay up teo o
late, come to school tired 4 ° 32

Teach pupils toevaluate television progmms, to select § :
appropriaie programs S . 28

Restrict viewing to certain types of 'programs - ‘ , . 16

Encourage pupils to engage in other achvmes,e.g. reudu‘ag, ‘ , :
playing with friends . s.eaw o L 13! o,

o - . «

Encourage pup:ls to view fewer violent shows; reduce the amount .
of violence in programs . SR : 10

Encourage parents fo be more selective in fhe kmds of programs | , *
they allow chlldren to watch ‘ 7
. Encourage nefworks to produce more stimulating. creative . -
programs; have popular shows on earlier S N - 7 e
Encourage parents to talk to their chlldren, take more interest
in their activities Co. ] 5

Other 1»2 :

N "

<

*  As there were few differences between teachers at each grade level, the responses for
this queshon are presented for the total sample of those who want to hcwe an m?luance.
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Teachers would like to be able to influence their pupils in terms of resfnctmg the
amount of fime they spend viewing television and the types of programs they watch,
Secondly, they would like to teach their pupils skills for evaluating TV programs,
, presumably so that pupils themsel'Ves would learn to be selective in terms of whct they
watch.

The 49 teachers who did not want to have more influence on their pupils' TV viewing-
habits, felt that it was the parents’ respons;bnhfy and fhey felt they could have Tittle
influence.

.

Summary = Teacher Questionnaire ' o

There were dtfferences across the three grade levels in terms of teucher s responses fo
the questionnaire. .In summary,
. . . *
- gt least once a month, approximately one~third of the teachers recommend that their
pupils watch a specific TV program, usually specials such as National Geographlc,
Christmas or Easter programs; Nature programs or current events shows

- one-third of kindergarten feachers never use TV os « teaching device in the
classroom, while one-third of grade 3 and 6 feachers use TV at Ieasi‘ once every
two weeks

- * teachers tend nof to use TV in the classroom beccuse of fechmccl, program und/or
space, problems :

- feochers are fairly knowledgeable about the programs their puplls watch regulcrly,

i.e. Hoppy Days, Welcome Back Kofter, Six Million DollarMan,. SWAT; however,
far more of ,them rate the "action programs as bemg "violent" as compared with the
pupils

- two~thirds of the teachers feel that pupils are more aggressive now thah™ they were
10 years ago, which fhey attribute to a variety of factors including television;
general permissiveness in society; violence shown i in the medio; mcreused pace of
our lives

- 71% of kindergarten, 62% of grade 3 and 49% of grade 6 teachers hdve seerl cinldren
engaging in behaviours which they feel could be attributed to "violent" IV programs,
These behaviours include. imitation of TV characters such as* Six Million Dollar
Man, Batman, EVel Knieval; Kung Fu chops; poar sportsmanshup, poor lcmgucge, )
fighting ' -

- additional ways in which TV has had a negative: tmpact on chtldren include. ‘
encouraging passive behaviour, reducing amount of time spent oufv-of-doms, reducing
amount of time spent reading; pupils show !ack of creativity, lmagmuhon, :
poor aftention span

44
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"= however, TV has also had o posmve |mpdcf on chaldren. For excxmp|e, mcreosed e
learning of specific skills, increase in knowledge ubouf spec:Fc topics,
increased attention span, creativity

=-- . approximately half of the teachers would like to have an influénce ‘on their puplls“
television viewing habits, while the remcumng half feel it is the. parehls'
‘ responsibility. )
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.- | _APPENDIX A

" PUPIL QUESTIONNAIRE

SCHOOL:
1. Sex:

Girl [ ] o  Boy [ ] C :

2. What kinds of things do you usually do aftir school ?

i

s F G

‘3(i) Howoften does your family do rhings together?

-

o T
R ot

At least once a week m Once eviry iwo months D

B IR DL [

Once every two weeks i Once every six moaths ~ ||

2 d

Once a month - ] Once a year

e
%

%
L

SO

- Never

e
ot o e o

aju}

(i) What kinds of things do you do with your family?

e

plrcsitog

s
e
P

0¥

e o 4
s

Ty

4.  What do you think about TV in general?

I think it's really great It's good It's O.K. [ don't like it af all

[ mf

~Sme

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR THE BOROUGH OF NORTH YORK

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT

i -

February, 1976
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If "No", (i) why not? -

On a school day, do you usually watch TV?

in the morning before school -
at lunch time

after school

in the evening, after dinner

B

On Saturday, do you usually watch TV?

in the morning
in the afternoon o

in the eyening, after dinner

On Sunday, do you usually watch TV?

in the morning
in the afternoon :

in the evening, after dinner

What time do you usually go to bed?

on a school night

on Friday and Saturday night

Can you usually watch TV whenever you want?

<

©

e

Oooo

oon.s

&

_

!e

Yes

=N

o

-

For how long?

s

:

¢ auid.

R TA

preroy

5%,

o 07 %

Pee
5

w2 et

2 Py F o
P

" (it) Who tells you that you cannot watch TV at certain timés? 0 : b




K

AL
s ‘ ‘._3_.
.10, Whe do.yau ustially watch TV with?  (you may check more than onc?,
. / - . Mother g
| {\M“ ! Father ‘ | A D , ‘
. ' Mother and Father | . [:] *
~ | ‘ Brother(s) an&/or s:sfer(s) D
l . ' . , | Fnend(s) C i1 . '
. | _— Myself . d D L "
‘Q l‘] . When you do watch a TV prog:;n with your parenfs, do yau usuully tolk ubouf the

progrcm after it's over?

Yes No

I3

If your answer is "Yes", what kinds of things do you talk about?

A R R T N ey

© 12.  Does your mother or father ever tell you that you can't watch certain programs?
Mo
“ If "Yes® R - -
’ i) What programs would you like to watch that you can't?
e . “
. ii) Vi¢hy can't you watch these progrums? e
M ’ ' .
B » 48 "
i; : »
i : -
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13,
\
- 14.
15.
/
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What are some of the reasons why you watch Ve

{

Have you ever copied anything that you have seen on TV? Cor
& ) Yes ., | No

.
@

If your answer is "Yes", what have you done?

How much do you like each of the following programs? ”
) | think it I don't Don't know
Program " is really like it ot  never watch
) great! It's Good It's O.K. qll it -
Welcome Back Kotter D o I »

Adam 12

N

Carol Burnett

GIlC>al News

7

’

Rocket Ship 7

Jacques Cousteau :

oopoooond

Hockey Games
Sesame Street
Emergen’)cy
Flintstones -

Baretta

Happy Days’

1

P

DOD000B00000
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Welcomf;e Back Kotfer
Adam 12

Carol Burnett

Global News

Rocket Ship 7

Jacques Cousteau
Hockey Games
Sesame Street
Emergency

Flintstones

Baretta

’Elech‘ic Company
Police Woman

Mary Tyler Moore

Six Million Dollar Man
 SWAT

Happy Days K 50 .

0 .

000000000 00onoonon

)

slslslaininlalaluininfnlnlngnln

n

Ill think it | con't Don't know

Program is really likeitat  never

great| It's O.K, all . watch it

Elecitic Company ] ] L] 1 N
Police Woman - OO0 O O
" Mory Tylér Moore ] 1 . [ 1 ]
Six Million Dollar Man - [ S i R I S
SWAT D [ D L] L

How much violence do you think i.s in the following progrumS?. o .

. : A lot of Violence Some Violence \'éct:?:nCe

ogooonoooooonooor

v
B ..
Bles .




b=

17. 1f hoth programs in each of the following pairs were on TV at the som‘e time
- bw you could only watch one of them, which ane would you pick? (indicate
with a check mqu »7). YOU CAN ONLY CHECK ONE IN EACH PAIR.

A | ' , (D) Swiss Family Robinson  ____; Hockey Games S P
w . (ii) | Barney Miller , ____;' . (Cdrg\{.Bume?"/‘ . _—
‘ . (iii)  Welcome Back Kotter ;. Adarrﬁ?% ) .___'__. .
(i) SWAT __i MacMillin 8 Wife '
(v)  Six Million Dollar Man ;f | _ Happy Doys. k —_— ,
(vi}  Rocketship 7 1 ____;; Brady Bpnch Lt -
(vii) FBY ‘ ‘ i B Marcus Welby | .
(viii) Mary Tyler Moore 3 ~ Bionic'Woman

NOW WE WANT TO ASK YOU SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR FAVOURITE PROGRAM |

18 (a). What is your favourite program?

,(ja). Why do you like this program?

{c). Do you watch this program regularly ? T
- Yes. . No
] L]

(d). Is this program on:

~ More than once a week but
Everydoy Once o week e not everyday

© 3 o O

@
1]

" . , ,' . 51 n ’ 10}
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9.

20.

in your favourite program,
you be?

if you could be one of the characters, which one would

Why?

“~

Indicate with a check mark (¢-) the adjective(s) which describes how you usuully

feel at the end of your favourite program:

Sad

-.Disgusted

(b).
21.

Happy

Concerned

Hl

Indifferent = ..

no Teeling

If the adjective(s) is not listed chove, please list here:

e

»

Indicate "how much" of each of the following is present in your favourite progrom.

.

Action

Sadness

Involvement - you feel a part of
what's happening in the program

Humour
Meanness .
Fun

Caring for/about another person

[a}

[

Lots of

ooooo Od

¥
Ll

i

»

oooao od

Some

e

oooOo0o DO




¥

Lots of Some
Love ‘ ' 3 | 1
Violence I . D
Feeling of :excitement D (_“_j
Kindness ' r_j ]
Understanding | O
Bad language ° - .
Gentleness 3 1
Peacofulness O

f ’

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATIGN -
7, _

" 53 _~ -
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| Z APPENDIX™* 8
© TEACHER QUESTIONNAIRE RE TELEVISION T
What grede do ycuc'feach? o ‘.
Kindergarten Grode 1 Grede 2 Grade3  Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade &
o R e A e s Y o R e RO
Other oy e - ‘
_ [Please spacily) SV = L N
How m,uvn;'ﬁ years of ‘maching‘ea“cpeﬁence do you hg«ffé? ) S R
0-4 59 10-14 15-19  ormore . "
O o o O oo
. . . B ¢ . p :
~ In your opinion, are the majority - of television programs that your pupils wotch, specifically ’
~ designed for chiidren? . . '
Yes _ " No h  Don't Know | o
] 0 A
Please give examples of children's programs that your pupils watch regularly. How would
you rate them? '
RATING ‘ Am not fdrifni!iur enough with
Children's Program _ Excellent  Good  Fair  Poor program R provide a rating
[ O O O ]
O o oo O
R T N ] :
I R - -
O e A W o
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR THE BOROUGH OF NORTH 'YORK
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH & DEVELCBYVENT ..
February, 1976 ‘
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4(a).

(c).

(d).

5(a).

.

-2

I

How often do you recommend to your pupils that they watch o specific TV program? |

At least
once/week

Once every Once/ Once every Once every

two weeks month 2-3 months 6 months - Never »

I R 5 I S

What kinds of programs do you usually recommend? Please lust specnfic examples.

.

In general, do the majority of pupils usually watch the programs you sugge:t? -

Yes No Dont' Know L | | E
0 O

If "No", what is the most frequent reason why pupils would not watch the progrom?

- Child wanted to wafch another program at the some time ' o |

- _ Parents or other siblings wanted to watch another program at the same time

-

- Child or family had another commitment at the hme progrcm wos offered e.g.
hockey game, swimming lessons, pmno lessons, stc. ~

o il

- Other . _ R
(Please Specify)

Dec you usually talk about the suggested program later, in class? . Ca
' SO 4 Yes No.
How often do you use televisinvn in your classroom as a feachmg devsce?

Less than
once/month Never

& L]

Once/week Once evary  Once/
. two weeks . month

1 [ o

Every doy

Would you like to use television in your classroom more often than you do now?

T Yest No

8




- 5(e), What orob!ems, if any, do you encounter i in using or attemptmg fo use televlscon in your :
classroom?

N

3

{(d).  Would you like to have more informoﬁon on how to use television as an effective teaching aid?

Ei E’i Sufficient information available now
6. To your knowledge, do your pupds watch any of the followmg programs regulurly? How

would youy rate each program in terms of violence?

*

) Violence Rating ‘ " Not sufficiently
Pupils watch Extremaly ~ .Some Not at all familiar with
Program .regularly? | Violent Violence violent & . pregram
" Yes | No ST

.

UUIDDDDDDDIDDDDDDg'

Welcome Back Kofter

*

aooooodaoobodgbboobgies

Adam 12?

Carol Burnett
Global News
Rocket Ship 7

" Jacques Cousteau

AR Hockey Gomes

o Sesame Street )
ko Emergency

(o

s

X Flintstones

u‘q .

i Baretto

Electric Company

O00000D000000000Osgg
00000000 000000O:S
0opooooDOoDo0DoooDD-
1 D0OODDOoODO0000D00-

godoooopooooooonoood
 (DCOC0O00ODODODOO0D

k3 Police Womcm

': * Mary Ty!ar Maore
Py Six Million

k'd - Dollar Man

Y SWAT

il Hoppy Day




»

”.

o

(i®)

List the three TV progrums thqt your pup:ls talk about most often. How would you
rate these programs | in terms of violence?

. Vir nce Rating . N
Program - Extremely Some ~ Not atall  Not sufficiently ;
Violent Violence Violent . familiar with program

‘Specific assigned projects 1 ] N

SN

How often do your pupils refer to television as their source of information for:

w.

. Very . Rarely or
' Often  Often  Occasionally - Seldom Never

Current events . 1] - D . ]
General class discussion‘ E:I ' D ‘ , l:]

0000

Other s A

., (Please specity)

Do you assign projects to your pupils which would requ:re them to watch a spec:f’c
TV program? . . o

Sy

Yes

OJ [:1'

If “Yes", what is the nature of the assignment? )
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10. ” In general, Jo you think children are more aggressive now than they were:

| Yes No N/A
(i} 2 years ago ) | ]
(i) 4 years ago D | v D [:]
i) 10 years ago - [:] - D D

11, If you answercd "Yes", to any part of question 10, do you think this increase in aggressive~
ness can be atfributed primarily to the violent content of programs on TV?

'? "NO“’ - : 4 . ’
<~"‘/~ - ) Yes o .No
(i Do you think television has contributed .

at all to the increase in aggressiveness? OO ]
(if) What factors ofher than television do you |

“ feel have contributed to the increase
in aggressiveness? (Please be as specific a3
possible).

12(a). Have you seen any behaviours or incidents in the classroom or schiol yard which you
fae!l are directly related ta "vialent" programs pupils have watched at home?

Yeos - No

| I

oKy e s

b




.

12(b). If "Yes" please describe as many incidents as_yoi; can, being as specific as '
. possible, in terms of whether it was a boy @r girl.involved, what they said, what
they did, how you know it was related to a violent program, ‘
i '
:«'(j
‘ :',] . ” - - .
:‘ N o . &
Eﬁ LR ’ ' ’
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13. In what ways do you think television hes had a positive impact on your pupils?
. _ (please elaborate).
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14. In what ways do you think television has had a negc_xﬁve"impa'c't on your pupils _
other than possible increased aggressiveness? (Please elaborate). o o

7t
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15.
habits?

N

»

.

'Jéy .

7

s

Would you, as o teacher, like to have more mfluence on your pupuls TV vxewmg

- Yes

DD

Please elaborate .
SN .
I~ /ﬂ\\,?/ ;S
N
- Al ///
' \ - .
)
| .
< .
7N *‘ ; /]
. Please return by Fr:day, February 20 1975 to: MISS P. meford, Educational Research &
_ Developrient, Burnett Annex.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION ‘ -
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