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Abstract

This report examines Minnesota's Offender Based Transaction Statistics
system and discusses how data on criminal defendants is collected and
stored. Although the data has shortcomings, it accurately describes
the processing of defendants through the state's criminal justice
system. Thus the data has many potential uses. The report addresses
research questions and methods of analysis; several examples of the

analysis of the data are also provided.
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I. Introduction

The State of Minnesota collects a’wealth of data on crime and the
processing of persons by the criminal justice system. This data is
gathered through the Criminal Justice Reporting System (CJRS) from police
agencies, prosecutors, courts and corrections agencies across the state.
Although summary crime statistics are published each year from this data
source, other'data in tﬁe system has not yet received any significant
attention. 1In this report we describe what is av;ilable for énaleis'
from this valuable but untapped data set, andlwe discuss how it can be

used for the study of Minnesota's criminal justice system.

II. The Offender Based Transaction Statistics

To describe the CJRS data we must first retrace the steps in its
collection. Police agencies report two kinds of data: the first on
criminal-incidents that come to their attention and the second on persons
arrested for crimes. The crime incidence stafistics becone part of the
well~known Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) and are published by the Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension (BQA) in Minnesota and subseQuently by the FBI. The.
reports on persons arrested for crimes start the flow of information on
criminal defendanﬁs known as the OBTS or Offender Based Transaction
Statistics. It is the OBTS data that concerns us here.

An arrest report is completed and a copy forwarded ‘to the BCA for
everyone~-juvenile or adult--arrested for any offense except a traffic
offense. If the police agency has a computer terminal linked to the

state's MINCIS computer network, the arrest data can be entered directly



onto the system. If the person arrested is an adult (ox certified’juvenile)
and the crime is a'felony or gross misdemeanor, a copy of the arrest form
is also forwarded to the local prosecutor's office.

The prosecutor must continue the tracking of the defendant. He
completes the arrest/prosecution report form and sends copies to the BCA
and to the court of fir;t appearance. For each major court proceeding
(Eirst appearances iﬁ county and district courts and those involving a change
in charge) another form must be completed by the court and again sent
on to the BCA. When the defendant's case is disposed of or a conviction
obtainéd, this must also.be reported. The tracking of convicted criminals
proceeds with a sentencing report and with reports that are submitted by
whichever correctional authdrity has custody or supervision.

The BCA enters all reports onto the state's computer system, which is
maintained by the Department of Administration's Infbfmation Systems
Division (ISD). Periodically the computer files are sorted to merge
neﬁ/records with those previously submitted. This data, which is physically
on magnetic tape, is available for analysis with the permission of the BCA.

During the building of tﬁe OBTS data file, the names of criminal
Eefendants are removed; from that'point on individuals are anonymous,
beinyg identified only by number. No record is kept of which person has
which number. This protects the privacy of the individual while still
making possible ‘analysis of the data on an individual basis. The identi-
fying number is that assigned to a person by the arresting agency at

the time of arrest for a particular criminal incident (whigh may encompass

‘several crimes or charges). That is, the number assigne@zés that of the

incident. If a person were arrested several times, perhaps in different

areas of the state, he would be tracked with a different number for each
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incident. All records for an individual for a given incident number are
arranged togethér on the computer in the tracking sequence. If several
persons are arrested for a single incident their records relating to
that incident are kept adjacent to orie another in the file.

For purposes of analysis the data has a few shortcomings. These

are not fatal, but they do limit what might be done with the data. The

chief liability is that of incomplete and inaccurate reporting. W%e consider

this problem more extensively below. A second complication is reporting
delay. The data is not timely enough to know the precise state of the
criminal justice system on a daily or even monthly basis. To be sure

of including all pertinent and reported recoxds for a given time interval,

one must anticipate a lag of several months. Another constraint on analysis

is the lack of criminal history information in the OBTS file. One cannot
determine whether a person being tracked has a prior record. This makes
it impossible to study recidivism or the differential treatment of
defendants as it may hinge on their c¢riminal history. (Criminal history
information is maintained in a separate Computerized Criminal Histoxry
file—--CCH--by ﬁﬁe BCA.)

Despite its limitations, the OBTS data offers extraordinary opportuni-
ties to examine the flow of people through the criminal justice system.
Many important questions can be answered on topics such as: court pro-
cessing time, sentencing patterns, the ¢harging of crimes, the differences
among counties or judicial districts, the outcomes of trials, the usage
of public or private attorneys, and differences owing to race, se% ox
age of‘defendants. Very impogtantly, system aétivities and flows can

be monitored for changes in the system: to evaluate intended changes
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and to warn of the unintended.

While data collection and training for the CJRS are the responsibility

of the BCA, the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration has provided
funds for the analysis of OBTS data to the Statistical Analysis Center
(SAC), which is under the administration of the Crime Control Planning
Board. The MJISAC or Minnesota Justice Information System Advisoxy
Council acts as an advisory body to the SAC and to Minnesota's computer-
ized criminal justice information program generally. Because the state's
computer system is not well-suited to data analysis, the SAC has obtained
a copy of the OBTS data set and has undertaken its analysis on the
University of Minnesota's computer.

The amount of data is so extensive that it 1s not economical to do
an analysis on the whole data set. Furthermore, the OBTS data is not
arranged conveniently for statistical analysis. Therefore we have
constructed two smaller data sets from the original by removing much of
the redundant and, for our purposes, unnecessary information. AaAnd we
have rearranged one of these two data sets so that data analysis can be
done with SPSS, The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences, (an easy
to use computer program).

Our plan is to have separate data files for each year's data. That
is, a file will contain all cases that begin with an arrest in that year
and follow each case to completion, even if it runs into the succeeding
yvear., At this writing, the 1975 files are ready for analysis. ( &
complete description of the data files follows in the Appendix.) All
further discussion of the OBTS data in this report is based on analysis

of the 1975 data only.



IIX. Data Validity

The foregoing déscriptibn of how someone is tracked through the
c¢riminal justice sfstem must be tempered with the knowledge that
occasionally a report will not be filed or that errors will be made.

The extent of unreported or erroneous data ié hard to estimate. Expe-
rience indicates that the data on cfimes and arrests is the best reported
of any in the system. Only a few police agencies in the state fail to
submit this information. After ‘arrest, however, the proper tracking of

a defendant is less certain. In the 1975 data, tﬁe prosecutors' reports
were the most frequently missing of all the record types. More recently,
however, reporéing by prosecutors has greatly increased.

Fortunately there is so much redundancy in the reporting that even
without a prosecutor's report and in gpite of missing or faulty data
we can still analyze the processing of individuals who have both arrest
and judicial records present. Thérefore, we have chosen to elimiﬂate
the prosecutors' records from the 1975 file used for statistical analysis.
and we have used the redundancy in the reporting forms to check on cextain
types of errors in reéorting, We are thus able to correct the files in
many instances where an error occurs.

The reports from correctional agencies, the final stage in the tracking
process, are not very iaformative, mainly acknowledging custody'of
defendants after sentencing. For ;esearch purposes the bulk of interesting
data is that provided by the arrest and court records.

To assess the completeness of the OBTS court data we can compare it

with statistics published in the Annual Report of the Supreme Court. This
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publication gives totals for case terminations, dismissals, and trials
for each county's district court. The reliability of this data is also
open to gquestion, but it is collected seéaratély from the OBTS data.
The results of a comparison between OBTS and Supreme Court data follow.

Of the 87 counties in Minnesota, we found that only about a dozén
have sgriously incomplete reporting of OBTS court data in i975. And
only four appear not to report it at all.  (For a list of these counties
please see the Appendix.) Most of these counties have so few criminal
cases in a year that their inclusion is not necessary to statewide data
analysis. An exception is Hennepin County, which we estimate reported
on only about half of its court caées in 1975. With Hennepin County
being the site of theAstate's largest di;trict court, missing data here
will cause any statewide totéls based on the OBTS data to fall 'signifi-
cantly short of actual. We anticipate that completion of Hennepin
County's Subject-In-Process computer system and the Minneapolis Police
Department computer system will greatly improve reporting in the future.

In many research gquestions we are not concerned with totals but,
instead, with percentages or proportions of defendants falling in par-
ticular categories; for example: the percentage of dismissals among
burglary defendants. The Hennepin County data ¢an be used for such
analysés by itself but not by inclusion with statewide data. Alternatively
we can also multiply Hennepin's totals by a correcting factor to obtaiﬁ
an estimate of state totals. The completeness of each county's data
is indicated by a special code in our reconstfucted data file (see the
Appendix) .

In examining court statistics we detected a number of counties which

at first seemed to have incomplete reporting but were later found to have
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only certain errors in reporting that confused the analysis. Once cbsexved,
this problem was corrected by programming "around" the errors and re-
interpreting the records.  For thosé readers familiar with reporting
requirements we briefly mention thé most common reporting errors in 1975:

1) the inclusion of a person status code in the place ofv; judicial

disposition code when a defendant is convicted or pleads guilty;
2) a guilty plea not entered in the plea code although the
guilty plea is specified in the disposition code;

" 3) a guilty plea shown by the plea code but not by the judicial
disposifion, which may show only a continuance on the date
of conviction,’

Recently the BCA has improved its manual verification procedures and
revised its forms--all of which shoula reduce the liklihood of exrors in
data subsequent to 1975.

additionally, we have noted that age, sex, and race information may
not be present for a defendant. Pfimarily this occurs whgp the arrest
report is not filed. (This‘type of information is captured only on the
arrest report.) Missing arrest reports were fairly éommon‘ig some counties,
but the reasbns‘for ﬁhis'are not clear. Another problem encountered is
that a dismissal may not be'reported even though a prbsecutor decides
not to proceed with the case. That is, a dismissal is not formally
obtained in court. (This last situation seemed to occur frequently in
Chisago County.)

The comparison of OBTS data with Supreme Court summary statistics
gives.good assurance that the OBTS data accurately describes the processing
of felony défendénts. The few counfies whose 197§>data ig of questionable

validity for statistical analysis are listed in the Appendix.



We have also been able to make another more limited test of the OBTS
data. Researchers at the Crime Control Planning Board had previously
drawn a large sample of cases froﬁiprosecutors' files in several counties.
This data was used for determining court processing time, among other
purposes. We have found a close cqrrespondence when average court
processing time is calculated from the OBTS data for a countyland compared
with the estimates arrived at independently from the case samples. This
is a second confirmation of the representativeness of the OBTS data.
Because processing time--in this case the time from arrest to final
disposition-- 1s an important measure of court performance, we have
chosen to compute the processing time for each person being tracked by
the OBTS systembahd have inéerted it in the reconstructed data file
(which is described in the Appendix).

Overall, Minnesota's courts do an excellent job of reporting;
Minnesota ranks among the best in the nation in this. We anticipate

' that, as more use is made of the data, the quality of reporting will

continue to improve.

IVv. Data Analysis

Our aim here is not to present a mass of data on Minnesota's
criminal justice system. Ratﬁer,ywe wish to suggest--and invite
suggestions—-on possible uses for the data.. Applications might
include regular reports as well as investigations on specific topics.
The possibilities for analysis are, of course, limited by the
kinds of information gathered by the various OBTS reporting forms.
(These are described in detail in the Appendix.) For statistical analysis

we are concerned with how individual defendants can be classified,



aggregated, and compared by groupé. Briefly put, these are the alter-
natives: We can aggregate defendants by age, sex, or race; and we can
also group them by the nature of the crime charged against them, by
what happens to them in the‘system, and by location in the state.
Comparisions among groups can be made over time as well.

More specific examples of research guestions that the OBTS data can
answer include: What percentage of burglary defendants (or other types
of defendants) are convicted? Does this percentage vary significantly
among counties? Is the conviction rate higher for those of minority .
races? Is a defendant more likely to be convicted if there is a trial?
If there is a public defender? How likely is it for a convicted burglar

to get probation or a suspended sentence? Do sentences vary signifi-

a4

cantly from one area of the state to another? Are a greater percentage

- of convicted burglars going to prison this year than last? And so forth,

for anyvtype or groupings of the crimes tracked.

If OBTS data is summed oxr averaged for each county, it can be merged
with other county-level aggregate statistics. We have criminal 5ustice
expenditure and employment data for &ach county as well as court case-
loads, crime and arrest totals, and demographic information. When
analyzed in combination, these statistics can reveal much about the costs
and performance of criminal justice &t the county level. One might
investigate, for instance, thése factors which lead to higher conviction
or dismissal rates, or estimate the costs 6f processing defendants. Also
available are computer programs for plotting data on a map of Minnesota
céunties. (An‘illustration is provided below.)

Before one can do any analysis of the OBTS data, a few general

questions must be dealt with. These mainly involve decisions by the



researcher on how to handle certain types of OBTS records. Specifigally,
one must decide: (lf what types of crimes are of interest and how biwvadly
the crime type is defined (the legal definition of a crime may be too
narrow for purposes of statistical analysis); (2) what to do with
defendants having multiple charges, possibly for different crime types;
(3) what to do with defendants having more than one final disposition;
and (4) how to compare crimes and sentences of different severity.

- While it is ﬁsually desirable to keep as much information as posgible
in an analysis, the complexity of handling multiple charges, crimes, and
convictionslforia large number of defendants will likely exceed the value
to the analyst of that information in its full detail. To simplify the
record on an individual, for instance, one might consider only the most
serious offense charged. Or in loocking at convictions, one might be
concerned only with diétinquishing.between those sentenced to éonfinement
and those not.

For the énalyst's convenience we have set up three separate data

sets based on the OBTS data. Each set has a different level of detail

and complexity. Thus at the researcher's option he may analyze the complete

OBTS file for every defendant--which is difficult and expensive in computer

time-- or employ a reduced data set which incorporates only the most
frequently wanted information. One of the reduced data sets, which is
fully described in the Appendix,'is a completely restructured and recoded
version of £he original OBTS data. This data set has been designed to
make analysis as convenient as‘possible. To use it requires only a
familiarity with an analysis progrém such as SPSS (Statistical Package
for the Social Sciences). (The other data sets will almost certainly

require a knowledge of FORTRAN or COBOL.)



In the simplified and recoded data set, all the information on a
peréon (for a given incident) is kept on the computer's equivalent of a
single keypunch card. For the other two data sets the number of "cards"
per person may vary; often there may be a half dozen or more.

Another simplification taken.when recoding the data was to drop the
statute number of the offense charges (which is recorded in the OBTéf
file) and keep only an abbreviated uniform offense code (UOC). (The
first two digits are kept.) This means, foi example, that everyone
charged with a burglary-related offense, such as attempted burglary or
possession ofiburglary tools;'is lumped together. A researcher concerned
with the details of offenses must revert to using the more cumbersome
data files. |

A valuable featurg of the uniform offense code is that the code
number 1s itself a rough measure of the relative severity of the crime:
generally, the lower the number, the more severe the crime. In the
simplified data set, the charges against a person are arranged in order
of decreasing seriousness. Where possible, a court disposition and
sentence are matched with the respective charge. Court dispositions
have also been recoded in this data set so that the code number is a
measure of severity. An additional ceode indicates whether the accused
was convicted of at least one charge or had all charges dismissed or
acquitted. (This simple representation of what happened to a defendant
is not present in the original OBTS file, which is oriented more to
describing the outcome for each charge rather than for each person.)

We conclude with several examples of the types of analysis now

posgible with the OBTS data. The first is a breakdown for burglary

-..ll...



defendants of the probabilities of conviction, a stayed or suspended
sentence, and a prison term of one year or more; these figures are
reported in Table 1 for each of the state's judicial districts. The
average processing time for burglary defendants .is also shown. This
kind of analysis may point out variations in prosecution and sentencing
across the state.‘ The cost of such an analysis is less than two dollars
(neglecting the costs of preparing and maintaining the.data files).

As a second example we tested for several differences in how Whites
and Indians miéht be processed.* Looking at averages for all convicted
defendants, we found no differences between Whites and Indians on these
measures (variables): the incidence of guilty pleas, the type of
attorney (public or private), the average processing time, the number
of charges, and the length of confinement among those sentenced. Similar
comparisons are also possible for any of the other variables listed in
the code books (see the Appendix), such as age, sex, or crime type.

The SPSS progrém which made the White-Indian comparison (using statistical
T-tests) is shown in the Appendix as an illustration of how to use the

simplified OBTS file.

*This is by no means a comprehensive analysis of how Indians fare
in the criminal justice system. But such a study is being conducted
under a grant from the Crime Control Planning Board to the University
of Minnesota; OBTS data will be used in the comprehensive study.
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TABLE 1.

CASE OUTCOMES FOR BURGLARY DEFENDANTS (1975)

Probability of Probability Probability of Average Processing
Conviction if of Stayed or Prisoch Sentence Time from Arrest
Charged Suspended of 1 Year or More to Final Disposition
With » Sentence if if Conviected (not (All Burglary
District Burglary Convicted Stayed or Suspended) Defendants) {(months)
1 80% 10% 12% 3.0 mos.
2 65% 51% 9% 2.7 mos.
3 60% 51% 19% 2.3 mos.
4 60% 30% 24% 4.3 mos.
5 82% 21% 35% 2.4 mos.
6" 78% 60% 13% 2.4 mos.
7 70% 20% 11% 2.8 mos.
8 76% 21% 20% 1.7 mos.
S 51% 47% 17% 1.8 mos.
10 70% 35% 25% 2.2 moQ.
Ranges:
Probability of Conviction 51% - 82% -
Probability of Stayed or Suspended Sentence 10% ~ 60%
Probability of 1 year Prison Sentence if Convicted 9% -~ 35%
Average Processing Time, ALL BurglaryJDefendantgi i 1.7 mos. — 4.3 mos.
Total Samplé of Burglary Defendants : N = 981
° &
J

AN
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The OBTS data can also be used to describe and analyze‘the pro-
cessing of criminal defendants in.a single county or to compare different
counties. BAn example of the former is provided in Figure 1 which
describes Ramsey County District Court activity in 1975. Dufing 1975
about 900 personé were prosecuted for felonies or gross misdemeanors
in Ramsey County. Of these about 650 (72%) were convicted on some
charge, mostly by a plea of guilty--550 (75%). About 600 defendants
received séntences, of which half were either stayed or suspended.

A final example is provided in Figure 2 which illustrates the
levels of court activity by county on a map of Minnesota. It should
~be noted that the map in Figure 2 is an illustration of the type of
map that can be easily and cheaply gegicrated by current computer
programs., It is recognized that such a map has limitations for
identifying specific counties, and that further work would be' neces-
sary to prepare such a map for more formal presentations, etc.

These examples, and the report itself, are meant to be only an
introduction to the OBTS system and what its potential is for assess-
ing the state of criminal justice in Minnesota. How the system is
used will depend largely on the interests of system personnel and
policy makers. Effective system usage will also require an ongoing
effort to organize and maintain OBTS data files of the types described
; here. This will be especially crucial in 1978 when many reporting
changes are being implemented. 2And the success of the system will
continue to be highly dependent on the training provided throughout

the state by the staff of the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension.
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NUMBER OF DEFENDANTS

Prosecuted
900

Convicted
B50
(72%)

Convicted
by Plea
560
(86%)

Convicted
by Trial
90
(14%)

o

Sentenced
600

Confined
220
(37%)

A

Stayed/Suspended

or Probation

350
(58%)

Not
Convicted
250
(28%)

Dismissed
225
(20%)

Figure 1.

Acquitted
25
(10%)

(Numbers and Percentages are Approximate.)

Ramsey County District Court Activity (Criminal)--1975.

e

Fine
only
30
(5%)
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A.

DESCRIPTION/STRUCTURE OF OBTS FILES

1.

Minnesota OBTS Master File

The Minnesota OBTS Master File contains information on the
processing of persons by the criminal justice system. The file
has a hierarchical structure based on arrest reports filed by
police agencies. An arrest report may record the arrest of one
person on a single criminal charge, for example, burglary, or
the arrest of a number of individuals on multiple charges,
for example, three persons arrested for assault and robbery. Each
individual is tracked separately by the system under a control
number assigned on the basis of the arrest report.

The processing of offenders is recorded on five distinct types
of records. Each record type provides information about processing
at a particular stage of the system and corresponds to a report
submitted by a criminal justice agency to the Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension (BCA). (For a complete description of these reports

and reporting requirements see the Minnesota Criminal Justice

Reporting System (CJRS) Operating Manual.)
The five record types and the data contained on each are
summarized below:

Arrest Records =-- describe the offender (age, race, sex, etc.);

the offense (uniform offense code, statute
number); and the arrest (arresting agency,

arrest disposition, date of arrest).

—19—



Prosecution
Records

Proceeding
Records

Sentencing
Records

Custody/
SuEerVision

Records

All records in the file are 126 characters in length and each has its

-—- describe the prosecution decision
regarding the arrest (prosecution agency,

prosecution decision, date of decision).

~- describe the judicial proceedings (court
agency, type of proceedings, court
disposition, date of disposition, etc.)
and the status of the offender (custody

status, plea, type of attomney).
-~ describe the sentencing of an offender (type

of sentence, date, time/fine imposed, etc.).

-~ describe the status »f an offender in custody

or under supervision.

own data format. Section B of the Appendix describes these formats. The

first six fields of each record are identical and the file is sorted on

these fields -~ controlling agency (where the offense took place), control

number (assigned to each arrest report), charge number, person number,

record type and date of action. ‘An example of the data is contained in

Figure A-1l. The structure of the file is illustrated in Figure A-2.

Records are first grouped according to controlling agency, then sorted

successively by control number, charge number, person number, record

type and date (the most recent date first).

types and records are both variable.

Note that the number of record
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ViINQOOR000075000378010014021L 97 IMNOOZOLBJFLLIBR?
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MIH002000075000478  002860104676MNOBR01EC060975

.Figure

2699CELOMNEBLE6~98

26P9N20SMNEERT

REPPL20ENNEERS

26974344

&-98
698

419002375052280

23970310MNES
2699C310OMNES
2379 J04MNES
2679 304MNSE
2699C310MNES
2879 304MNSH
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A-1: Example of OBTS Master File

Data

FG
Q219P7G021873 FN
QRLY7G0R1870
0500000 0500000 MNOAR201368
0G19750G1L973 206FG
0519750319735 206FG
OHL97G00L925 2061
0L LF75081975 (ROGE
0GLF75001975 20600
- QGLYFLGELYTS 2046F
1000000 16000060 MNOS204568
060975060975 206FPG
060775040975 206FN
060775060975 206F
080775060975 C2G6FP6
L&EOP7T060975 206N
Q09750460975 206F
00120010012001
0409750609735 206FN
0609750860973 RO6FN
0460975060973 206F
060776060970 206F6
060975060978 206FN
NE0973060975 206F
03000000300000 0001000

FOo218751829

FOG19751922

FO409751941

FO609751940
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Record Sorting Sequence

Controlling Arrest
Agency A - Report 1 = Charge 1 - Person 1 -~ aArrest Record .
- ' Prosecution Rezord
-  Proceeding Record
(Most Recent)
-  Proceeding Record
- Sentencing Record
- Custody Record
(Most Recent)
- Custody Record
- Person 2 - Arrest Record
- Charge 2 - Person 1 - Arrest Record
- Progsecution Record
- Proceeding Record
- Person 2 - Arrest Record
- Arrest
Report 2
Controlling Arrest
Agency B = Report 1 - Charge 1 - Person 1 - Arrest Record
- Prosecution Record
- Arrest
Report 2

Figure A-2:: Structure of the OBTS Master File

...22_.
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Reduced OBTS File

The OBTS master file contains informatioﬁ on all persons
arrested in Minnesota for any offense except traffic offenses
(disregarding the problem of incomplete or faulty reporting).
For 1975 there are about 100,000 records in the file. However,
the majority of these are arrest records of persons who are

not subsequently tracked through the system for various reasons,

=

primarily:
1. The person is a juvenile -- juveniles are not

tracked by the system;
2. The offense is a misdemeanor -- only felony and

gross misdemeanors are tracked; or
3. After arrest there is no subsequent prosecution.
In each of these cases a pérson is arrested and recorded in the
system but not tracked further. This happéns to about three~
fourths of all persons arrested in Minnesota. Becéﬁ;é;;; are
often most interested in those who are tracked through the
system, analysis of the entire data file is not economical.

Therefore, we have constructed a reduced file by retaining

information only on persons who continue in the system after

‘arrest. This reduces the number of records to about 35,000.

In addition, the new file has been restructured so that each
person's records are grouped togethexr before sorting on charge
numbers.. The program used to accomplish this reduction and

rearrangement is reproduced in section E of the Appendix.

iy : —23-
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OBTS Individual Filg

The reduced OBTS file is still quite large —-— 35,000
records —-- and contains a great deal of redundant and, for
many pufposes, unnecessary information. In addition, because
of the variable number of records per person, analysis of the
data requires knowledge of computer programming and a great
deal of time. To facilitate analysis we have further reduced
the file to abqut 6,000 records by removing much of the redundant
and less useful information. In this simplified and recoded
file all i#formation on an individual (for a particular incident)
is stored on a single reéord. This file is compatible with
statistical packages such as SPSS. An example of the data in
the individual file is provided in Figure A-3. Section B
contains a code book for this file.

The final file manipulation performed was transforming
the individual file into an SPSS system file. The SPSS program
used for this is also reproduced in section E as is an example

of use of the SPSS system file.

_24—
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176880 4 4301
176060 410301
6761 0 9-8701
176040 4 4201
176060 4 4301
475880 2 3301

C 675060 1 4302



B, CODE BOOKS

1.

COLUMN (S)

1-9
10-17
18-19
20-22
23
24-29
30-38
39-44
L5
Lé
h7
48-52

- 53-56
57-58
59-60
61-72
73-124
125
126

OBTS MASTER FILE/REDUCED FILE

EXAMPLE

MNOO10000

75001977
01
001
2
121775
MNGO 10000
082236
M
1
W
1304
205
MN
SS

609-225-2

ARREST RECORDS

VARIABLE

Controlling Agency
Control Number

Arrest Charge No.
Person Sequence No.
Record Type

Arrest Date
Arresting Agency
Date of Birth

Sex

Person Charged Code
Race

Uniform Offense Code
Arrest Disposition
State Code

Charge Code
Statute/Ordinance No.
Filler

General Offense Character

End of Record

CODE.
(CAG)
(ocA)
(ACH)

(PSN)

(DOA)
(AAG)
(D0OB)
(SEX)
(PCA)
(RAC)
(uoc)
(ADN)
(STA)
(cco)

(STU)

(Goc)




N
-

COLUMN(S)

1-9
10-17
18-19
20-22
23
244-29
30-36
37
38-46
47-54
55-59
60-63
64-65
66-57
68-79
80-89
90-95
96-124

125
126

EXAMPLE

MNOO10000
75001977
01

001

3

121775

c
MNOO1013A
00750394
1304
205
MN
3

609-225-2

121775

PROSECUTON RECORDS

VARIABLE

Controlling Agency
Control Number
Prosecut d9n Count No,
Person Sequence No.
Record Type

Prosecution Decision Date
Filler

Type of Filing Code
Prosecution Agency
Prosecution Case Number
Uniform O0ffense Code
Person Status Code

State Code

Charge Code
Statute/Ordinance No.
Filler

Arrest Date

Filler

General Offense Character

End of Record

-2 ’Z—

(TOF)
(PAS)
(PCN)
(uoc)
(Psb)
(STA)
(cco)

(5TU)
(poa)

(coc)

[



COLUMN (S)

1-9
10-17

5

18-19
20-22
23
24-29
30-38
39-40
b1-47
48-52
53-56
57-58
59-60
61-72
73-78
79-84 -
85-90
91-9k
95

96
97-124

125

126

EXAMPLE

MN0O0 10000
75001977
01

001

4

042676
MNOO1015J
SP

1661

1304
c310
MN
$S
609-225-2
121875
121775

A206

PROCEEDING RECORDS

VARIABLE

- Controlling Agency

Control Number

Court Count No.
Person Sequence No.
Type of Record
Action Date

Judicial Agency
Proceeding Type
Docket Number
Uniform Offensg Code
Court Disposition Numeric
State Code

Charge Code
Statute/Ordinance No.
Judge No.

Arrest Date

Trial .Ending Date
Person Status Code
Attorney Code

Plea Code

Filler

General Offense Character

End of Record




COLUMN(S)

1-9
10-17
18-19
20-22
23
24-29
30-38
39-47
L8-52
53-56
57-60
61-64
65-71
72-78
79-85
86-92
93-101

102

103

104

105
106-111
112-118
119-124
125

126

EXAMPLE

MNOO10000
75001977
01

001

5

042676

- MNOO1016d

1304

A3Ly

0500000

0500000

MN062015G

Y

F

121775
1661

SENTENC ING RECORDS

VARIABLE

Controlling Agency
Control Number

Court Count No.

Person Sequence No.
Record Type

Sentencing Date

Judicial Agency

Custody Agency Assigned
Uniform Offense Code
Sentence Disposition 1
Sentence Disposition 2
Sentence Disposition 3
Total Time Assigned
Actual Time to be Served
Actual Time on Probation

Amount of Fine

Supervision Agency Assigned

Stayed/Suspended
Stayed/Suspended
Sentence Carried Code
Record of’Cunviction‘
Arrest Date

Docket Number

Fitler

General Offense Character

End of Record

_29....

CODE.
(CAG)
(oca)
(ccT)
(PSN)

(SND)
(JAG)
(CAS)
(Uoé)
{(cP1)
(cp2)
(cP3)
(TTA)

(CMT)

(CPR)L

(CFN)
(CAP)
(ss1)

(ss2)

(SCR)

(RoC)
(DOA)

(DKT)

(Goc)



COLUMN (S)

1-9
10-17
18-19
20-22
23
2L:-29
30-38
39-L
45-52
53-56
57-62
63-68
69-81
85-125

126

CUSTODY/SUPERVISION RECORDS

EXAMPLE VARIABLE
MNOO 10000 Controiling Agency
75001977 ' Control Number
Filler
001 Person Sequence No.
6 | Record Type
Oh2676 Action Date
MNOG1013G Custodial Agency
121775 Arrest Date
Filler
421 - Custodial Disposition Code
042676 Start Date
042581 | Expiration Date
Remarks
Filler

End of Record

CODE

(CAG)

(0cA)
(PSN)

(ssD)
(KAG)

(DOA)

(SSN)
(STD)

(EXD)

(REM)



VARIABLE DESCRIPTIONS/CODES

Arresting Agency (AAG) - The NCIC identifier of the agency making the
arrest. This may be omitted if the controlling agency and arresting
‘agency are one and the same (see the CJRS Operating Manual for agency
identifiers).

Action Date (ACD) - Date of the completion of any specific action or proceeding
by the court. -If the report/entry is in relation to a trial, the action date
will represent the starting date of the trial.

Arrest Charge Number (ACH) - Used to identify the charge or charges for
which the individual is arrested. There may be multiple changes.

Arrest Disposition (ADN) - The initial status disposition of the individual
arrested (posted bail, held in custody, etc.).

Administrative Discharge (Military Only) 201
Deceased 202
Deportation 203
Granted Voluntary Departure from U.S. _ 204
Currently Being Held 205
Released on Bail or Own Recognizance 206
Released No Formal Charge : ' 207
Released no formal charge-Police A207
Released no formal charge-By Prosecuting
Attorney B207
Released no formal charge-Withdrawal by
" Complainant €207
Juveniles handled within department (W&R) D207
Turnid over to Another Agency 208
Other law enforcement ¢ A208
Referred to welfare 3 B208
Referred to criminal or adult court
(Juveniles only) y €208
Corrections (parole violations,etc.) D208
Wanted 209
Bail forfeited 210
No bill returned (Grand Jury) : 211
Referred to juvenile court 212
Consolidated with another arrest _ 213
~31-,
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Attorney Code (ATY) - Will indicate the type of attorney the defeﬁdant had
for the specific proceeding.

= Hired Own

- Public Defender
- Court Appointed
- Defending Seilf
- Other

T wn O TV

Controlling Agency (CAG) - The NCIC identifier of the agency within whose
jurisdiction the incident occurred (see the CJRS Operating Manual for
agency identifiers).

Supervision Agency Assigned (CAP) - The NCIC Identifier of the agency
responsible for the individual when assigned to supervise probation. This
may be the State Department of Corrections - Field Services Division, a
County Probation office, a Community Corrections Program under county or
state direction, the court itself, or any other criminal justice agency
assigned the responsibility for the individual (see the CJRS Operating
Manual for agency identifiers).

Custody Agency Assigned (CAS) = The NCIC identifier of the facility where the
subject will be institutionalized as assigned by the court (see the CJRS
Operating Manual for agency identifiers).

Charge Code (CCD) - Will identify the type legal code under which the individual
is being charged.

SS - State Statute
OR -~ Ordinance
TT - Federal Title
0T - All Other

Court Count Number (CCT) - Sequential number assigned to the counts or charges
against the individual. This number is assigned sequentially; the first count
being 01 and each subsequent count numbered 02,03, etc. following the order

of the counts or charges as listed on the complaint or indictment.

._32—-



Court Disposition Numeric (CDN) - Indicates the current status/disposition
of the court for the specific proceeding.

)

o E T W Y A B O I y B BN s B R DY B BE

Acquitted by Court A301
Acquitted by Jury B301
Acquitted by Qther €301
Acquitted by Reason of Insanity 302
Acquitted by Reason of Incompetence 303
Case Continued Without Findings 304
Charge Dismissed A305
Charge Dismissed Parole Violator B305
Charge Dismissed Due to lInsanity 306
Charge Dismissed Due to Mental Incompetence 307
Charge Still Pending Due to lInsanity 308
Charge Still Pending Due to lncompetence 309
Convicted by Court \ A310
Convicted by Jury B310
Convicted by Plea €310
Convicted by Court of Lesser Offense D310
Convicted by Jury of Lesser Offense E310
Convicted by Plea of Lesser Offense F310
Deferred Disposition 312
Dismissed - Civil Action 313
Extradited 314
Pardoned 315
Probation Before Conviction 316
Sentence Commuted ‘ 317
Adjudication Withheld 318
Mistrial - Defendant Discharged 320
Executive Clemency Granted 321
Found Insane 322
Found Mentally Incompetent 323
*See Custody Entry 328
“Unknown Disposition 328
Appeal/Post Conviction Relief - Filed 360
Appeal/Post Conviction Relief - Dismissed 361
Appeai/Post Conviction Relief - Affirmed 362
Appeal/Post Conviction Relief - Reversed 363
Appeal/Post Conviction Relief - Reversed and
Remanded . _ 364
Remanded to Court of Origin 366
Amount of Fine (CFN) - Indicates the amount of money to actually be paid

as a fine, to be paid as restitution and/or to be paid as costs involved.

Actual Time to be Served (CMT) - Indicates the time that has been assigned

by the court to be served in an institution. The institution could be a

state correctional facility, a county jail, a hospital or some other detentlon
type of facility (years, months, days).

~33-



Actual Time on Probation (CPR) - Indicates the amount of time the court has
assigned for probation; includes supervised or unsupervised probation (years,
months, days).

Sentence Disposition 1 (CP1)

Sentence Disposition 2 (CP2)

Sentence Disposition 3 (CP3) - Indicates the type of sentence or alternative
correctional program. At least one code should be indicated. The other areas
may be blank or used to further explain or define the sentence or correctional
program.

Bad Conduct Discharge (Military Only) 330
Bail Forfeited 331
Confinement or Fine - to be used to indicate

that the defendant was not ordered to

satisfy both, but only one or the other 332
Confinement in Hospital 333
Court Costs (only) 334
Death Sentence 335
Dishonorable Discharge 336
Fine Only 337
Fine and Court Cost 338
Forfeiture of Pay (Military Only) 339
Confinement lndeterminate 340
Confinement - Year(s) A340
Confinement - Month(s) and Day(s) B340
Confinement - Nights and Weekends €340
Confinement - Weekends Only . D340
Confinement - Nights Only E340
Split Sentence (confinement followed by

probation) F340
Indeterminate to Majority (to be used whenever

a specific amount of time is not assigned 341
Confinement Life 342
Probation - Supervised A3Lh
Probation - Unsupervised B34k
Probation and Court Costs 345
Restitution (only) : 346
Restitution and Court Costs , 347
Probation and Fine : 348
Imposition of Sentence Stayed 365
Counts to which disposition and sentence apply

are unknown. 399

Docket Number (DKT) - An identifier assigned to the individual's judicial
processing resulting from an arrest for a specific criminal incident.

Arrest Date (DOA) - Indicates the date an individual was arrested or if issued a
summons, citation or notice to appear, the date of issue or date the individual
submits to the authority of the court (month, day, year).

-



Pate of Birth (DOB) = Of the individual to whom the report applies (month,
day, year).

Expiration Date (EXD) - The date the individual is scheduled to be released
from control of the Custody/Supervision agency (month, date, year).

General Offense Character (GOC) - Indicates a refinement of the Uniform Offense
Code which further explains the count or charge as described in the complaint
or indictment.

- Accessory after the fact
- Accessory before the fact
- Aid/Abet

- Assault to commit

Attempt to commit

- Conspiracy to commit

-~ Facilitation of

- Solicitation to commit

- Threat to commit

- Not Applicable

Z 4 n 7o P wXxX <N
]

Judicial Agency (JAG) - The NCIC identifier of the court where the judicial

- proceeding being reported took place (see the CJRS Operating Manual for

agency identifiers).

Judge Number (JNR) - An identifying number assigned to each judge. This number
may be assigned by the clerk of court.

Custodial Agency (KAG) = The NCIC identifier of the custodial agency having
responsibility for the individual being reported about (see the CJRS Operating
Manual for agency identifiers).

Control Number (OCA) - A unique identifying number assigned to a specific incident

by the controiling agency. The first two characters indicate the year in which
the incident was reported. For example, Case Number 50 for the year of 1975
wobuld be designated: 75000050.

Prosecution Agency (PAS) - The NCIC identifier assigned to the prosecutor's

office submitting report (see the CJRS Operating Manual for agency identifiers).

Person Charged Code (PCA) - Indicates how the individual was brought into the

system.

1 - Arrest
2 - Summoned/Notified or Cited

Prosecution County Number (PCC) - Sequential number assigned to the counts or

charges against the individual. This number is assigned sequentially, the
first count being 01 and each subsequent count numbered 02,03, etc., following
the order of the counts or charges as listed on the complaint or indictment.

-35-



Prosecution Case Number (PCN) - Specific number assigned by the prosecutor to

the prosecution file or may be the same as the control number carried over
from the arrest information, ‘

Prosecution Decision Date (PDD) - Date the prosecuting attorney made his fiiing

decision (month, day, year).

Plea Code (PLE) - Indicates the individual's plea as entered into the

judicial record at specific proceedings.

N - Not Guilty
G - Guilty

Person Status Code (PSC) - Indicates the current status of the individual at the

time of the report.

203 - Deportation
204 - Granted Voluntary Departure from U.S.
205 - Currently Being Held
206 - Released on Own Recongnizance
A206 - Released on Bail or Bond
270 - Data not Available
311 - Deceased

Person Sequence Number (PSN) - An identifying number assigned to an individual at

the time of arrest for a patrticular incident. Where multiple arrests are made
for the same incident, the first individual is given number 001, and each
subsequent person arrested is assigned a number in sequence; 002, 003, etc.
The PSN remains with the individual while proceeding through the criminal
justice system for a specific incident.

v

Proceeding Type (PTY) - A code that indicates the type of court proceeding

that has been completed.

FC - First Appearance in County Court

SC - Second Appearance in County Court

DC - First Appearance in District Court on Complaint
DI - First Appearance in District Court on Indictment
SD - Sesond Appearance in District Court

OH - Omnibus Hearing

PS - Plea Stage (if not part of another proceeding)
TR - Trial

NA - Notice of Appeal Filed

AR - Application for Post Conviction Relief

The following proceeding codes were used prior to the Rules of Criminal
Procedure which were adopted in July, 1975.

AL - First Appearance - Lower Court
PR -~ Preliminary Hearing

TC - Trial Before County Court

NB - Grant Jury, No Bill

Al - Arraignment by Information

AD - Arraignment by Indictment

TD - Trial Before District Court

AP - Appeal

SP - Other a6



RACE (RAC)

Indicates race of the individual,

W - White#®
N = Negro
I - Indian
C - Chinese
J - Japanese
0 - All others#*#*
X = Unknown
*Includes: Mexicans and Latins
**Includes: Asian Indians, Eskimos, Filipinos, lndonesians,
Koreans, Polynesians, and other non-whites.
Remarks (REM) - Indicates other information which may be of importance.
Record of Conviction (ROC) - Indicates the conviction record of an individual.
F - Felony
G ~ Gross Misdemeanor
M - Misdemeanor
S -~ Imposition of Sentence Stayed
Sentence Carried Code (SCR) - Indicates if time to be served or probationary

time assigned will be concurrent with another sentence or consecutive in
relation to another sentence. Also used to indicate that a single sentence
assigned applies to all (or another specific) counts involved in the case.

I¥ Not Applicable ~ Leave Blank

1 ~ Sentence to be served concurrently with another
2 - Sentence to be served consecutively with another
3 ~ Single sentence encompasses all counts

Sex (SEX) - Indicates sex of the individual

M - Male
F - Female

Sentencing Date (SND) - Date sentence is pronounced by the court (month,

day, vear).

Stayed/Suspended (SSI) - Indicates a stay of execution or a suspension of

all or part of a sentence which is imposed. ' If the sentence which is provided
for under law is not imposed, e.g. a stay of imposition (imposition of sentence
stayed), then this field should be blank.

Y - Stayed Sentence
S - Suspended Sentence
Blank - Not Applicable

Stayed/Suspended (SS2) - Indicates that a staying or suspending of part or

all of the payment of funds assigned has occurred.

Y - Stayed Sentence
S - Suspended Sentence
Blank -~ Not Applicable

w37
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Action Date (SSD) - Date status reported becomes effective ( month, day, year).

Custodial Disposition Code (SSN) - The status of the individual at the time
of the report.

Absconded Lo1
Administrative Discharge (Military) Lo2
Certificate of Relief Lo3
Committed Suicide Loy
Commutation of Prior Sentence Rescinded 4os
Conditional Release Lo6
Conditional Release Revoked Lo7
Deceased Lo§
Discharged from Criminal Justice System Lo9
Escaped 4io
Executed 411
Fur loughed 412
Furlough Revoked 413
Mandatory Release b1y
Mandatory Release Revoked k15
Pardoned k16
Paroled k17
Parole Revoked 8
Probation 419
Probation Revoked 420
Received 421
Released by Court Order 422
Released on Appeal Bond 423
Sentence Commuted L24
Work Furlough 425
Work Furlough Revoked 426
Transferred in from Other Institution L27
Released - Expiration of Minimum Time 428
Accepted Parole Jurisdiction k29
Accepted Probation Jurisdiction 430

State Code (STA) - Will identify the State of Minnesota (MN).

Start Date (STD) - The date a subject begins serving a sentence (month, day,
year).

Statute/Ordinance NBR (STU) - The alpha/numeric value assigned to the specific
offense as listed in Minnesota State Statutes or as listed in agencies legal
ordinance book.

Trial Ending Date (TED) - Date of the completion or termination of a trial.
This field will only be completed with proceeding types of "TC", "'TD", or
"TR" (month, day, year).




A

Type of Filing Code (TOF) - Indicates the type of filing the prosecuting
attorney decided upon,

1

Complaint

~ Diversion

- Indictment

- Referred from U.S. Attorney « Not Prosecuted
Referred from U.S. Attorney - Prosecutzd

- No Complaint Filed

- Referred to City Attorney

- Referred to U.S5. Attorney

CVZTrR—-TOO
1

Total Time Assigned (TTA) - Will indicate the actual time assigned and imposed
by the court. |If the imposition of sentence is stayed, then nothing should
be entered in the field (years, months, days).

Uniform Offense Code (UOC) - A code(s) used to identify the count(s) or
charge(s) against the individual as specified in the complaint or indictment
(see the CJRS Operating Manual for Uniform Offense Codes).
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2. 0BTS INDIVIDUAL FILE/SPSS FILE

YVARIABLE LIST

Variable
Number Column(s) Variable Name
01 1-2 County
02 3 Data Code
03 4-5 Arresting Agency Ccunty
04 6-9 Arresting Agency
05 10-11 Case Year
06 12-15 Case No. (by county)
07 16-17 Month of Arrest
08 18-19 Age
09 20 Sex
10 21 Race
11 22 Charge Code
12 23-24 Arrest Offense 1
13 25-26 f 2
14 27-28 " 3
15 29-30 Arrest Disposition 1
16 31 Total No. of Charges
17 w 32 District No. {(Judicial)
18 35-36 Court Qffense 1
19 37-38 Court Disposition 1
20 39 Plea 1
21 40 Attorney 1
22 41 No. of Court Appearances 1
23 e 8243 Sentance Disposition 1
24 44-45 " .
25 46-47 ! "

Format

F2.0
F1.0
A2

A4

F2.
F4.
F2.
F2.

o o o O o

F1.
F1.
F1.
F2.
F2.
F2.

o o o o o O

F2.
F1.
F1.

o O o

F2.

o

Fe.
F1.
F1.

o o O

F1.

R UE W I Ny e

F2.

o

F2.

o

) S SN B WS S BN SN AN A M
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Variable .
Number Column(s) Variable. Name Format
26 48-50 Confinement Time T | F3.0
27 51-53 Probation Time 1 - F3.0
28 54-56 Fine 1 | F3.0
29 57-58 Stay/Suspend 1 F2.0

30 59-60 Custody/Supervision Agency County 1 A2
31 61-64 Custody/Supervision Agency 1 A4
32 65-67 Total Time 1 F3.0
33 68  Sentence Carried Code 1 F1.0
34 69-70 Sentenqé Offense 1 F2.0
35 71-72 Court Offense 2 F2.0
36 73-74 - Court Disposition 2 F2.0
37 75 Plea 2 | F1.0
38 76 Attorney 2 F1.0
39 ’ 77 No. of Court Appearances 2 F1.0
40 78-79 Sentence Disposition 2 F2.0
Iy 80-81 " " - F2.0
42 . 82-83 " ! F2.0
43 84~86 Confinement Time 2 | - F3.0
44 87-89 Probation Time 2 | F3.0
45 90-92 Fine 2 j F3.0
4 - 93-9  Stay/Suspend 2 - - F2.0
47 95-96‘ ‘ Custody/Supervision Agency County 2 A2 _
48 - 97-100 Custody/Supervision Agency 2 A4
49- 101-103 Total Time 2 F3.0
50 104 Sentence Carried Code 2 F1.0
1 Bt 1 (1 11 ”Sentenﬁé“é%fense 2 F2.0
52 107-110 Custody Disposition ' w A4
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Variab]é

&

Month of Court Disposition 1

Year of Court Disposition 1

Disposition Processing Time

Sentence Processing Time

Number Column(s) Varjable Name
53 111-112
54 113-114
55 115-116 Person Status 1
56 117 Trial Code
57 i18-119
58 120-121
59 122 Final Risposition
60 123 Other Sentences
61 124

Number of Court Charges

-42-
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F2.0
F2.0
A2

F2.0
F2.0
F1.0
F1.0
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VARIABLE DESCRIPTIONS/CODES

Variable Variable
Number Name : Example
01 County (Coded by Alphabetical Order) ol

01 Aitkin

02 Anoka

87 Yellow Medicine

Blank  Missing
Other Non County Code

02 Data Code (For County) 1
1 Good/Fair Reporting
2 Questionablie Reporting
3 Little or No Reporting

03 Arresting Agency County o1

(See Variable 01 for County Codes)

04 Arresting Agency 0000
Last 4 Characters of NCIC

fdentifier Codes (See CJRS
Operating Manual for Agency Codes)

Blank ~ Missing or no Arresting

Agency
05 Case Year (Year of Arrest) 75
75 1975
99 Missing
06 Case Number (By County) ‘ ‘ 78
i First Case for County
2 Second Case for County

. |
sl



Variable
Number

07

Variabie

Name

Example

Month of Arrest

]
2

12
99

XX

99

Sex

W oo™

Race

(o2 RNy N o R WERY V]

O oo~

Charge Code

N —

January
February

December
Missing

Age in Years
Missing

Male

Female

Missing

Missing (No Arrest Record)

White (including Mexicans and
Latins)

Black

Indian

‘Chinese

Japanese

Others (Asian Indians, Eskimos,
Filipinos, Indonesians,
Koreans, Polynesians, and
Other Non-Whites)

Unknown

Missing
Missing (No Arrest Record)

Arrested »
Summoned/Notified or Cited
Missing

_44_
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Variable Variable
Number Name Example
12 Arrest Offense | 22

—

—

The three most serious (lowest coded)

offenses an individual is arrested for are
listed under Arrest Offense 1,2,3, in
approximately decreasing level of seriousness
(increasing codes)

9 - Homicide
10 Kidnapping .
11 Rape
12 Robbery
13 Aggravated Assault
15 Simple Assault
20 Arson
21 Extortion
22 Burglary
23 Larceny
24 Motor Vehicle/Aircraft Theft
25 Forgery
26 Fraud
27 Embezzelment
28 Stolen Property
29 Vandalism
35 Narcotics
36 Other Sex Offenses -
37 Obscenity
38 Family
39 Gamb1ing
40 Prostitution and Commercialized Vice
88 Other
98 Missing
99 Other
13 Arrest Offense 2 98

(see Variable 12 for Offense Codes)

14 & Arrest Offense 3 98

(see Variable 12 for Offense Codes)




Variable

Number

15

Variable
Name

Arrest Disposition 1

© 01 Administrative Discharge

(Military)

02 Deceased

03 Deportation

oL Voluntary Departure from U.S.

05 Currently Held

06 Released on Bond on Own
Recognizance

07 Released- No Formal Charge

08 Turned Over to Another Agency

09 Wanted

10 Bail Forfeited

M No Bill Returned (Grand Jury)

12 Referred to Juvenile Court

13 Consolidated with Another Arrest

Blank Missing

Total Number of Changes

X Number of Offenses an Individual

is Charged with
9 Nine or More

District Number (Judicial)

1 First District
2 Second District
0 Tenth District

Court Offense 1

Two charges are tracked through the courts,
the first by variables 18 through 34 and
the second by variables 35 through 51.
Charges are selected according to the
following criteria:

1 ' The first two charges with
sentences are tracked
2 ¥ there is none or only one

charge with a sentence

charges are selected for tracking

Example

06

IN

jco

by choosing the most serious (lowest

coded) court disposition (see variable

19 - court disposition for disposition

codes)
(See Variable 10 for Offense Codes)

_46_
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' Variable Variable
Number Name Example
: l 19 Court Disposition 15
Convictions
11 Convicted by Court
12 Convicted by Court of Lessor
Offense
13 Convicted by Jury
14 Convicted by Jury of Lessor
. Offense
15 Convicted by Plea
16 Convicted by Plea of Lessor
' Offense
17 Convicted by Plea (Continuance
Disposition)
: 18 Convicted by Plea (Other
Disposition)
l Acquittals
21 Acquitted by Court
22 Acquitted by Jury
' 23 Acquitted by Other
24 Acquitted by Reason of Insanity
25 Acquitted by Reason of I|ncompetence
l (or Adjudication Withheld)
36 Pardoned
45 Pardoned
l Dismissals
51 Charge Dismissed
52 Charge Dismissed Parole Violator
l 53 Charge Dismissed Due to Insanity
54 Charge Dismissed Due to Incompetence
l 72 Deferred Disposition
73 Probation Before Conviction
'l 77 Continuance
96 Appeal
98 Other
l 99 Missing
, 200 T PTea | ) - T
l 1 Not Guilty
2 Guilty
[ 8 Missing
9 Missing

47~



Variable

Number

21

Variable
Name Example
Attorney Type '] 2
] Hired Own
2 Public Defender
3 Court Appointed
4 Defending Self
5 Other
8 Missing
g9 Missing
Number of Court Appearances | 2
X Number of Appearances
8 8 or more
9 Missing
Sentence Dispasition 1 31
Up to three sentence dispositions are
provided for each charge to explain or
define the sentence or correctional program
prescribed.
1 Death Sentence
Confinement
11 Confinement - years
12 Confinement - months & days
13 Confinement - nights & weekends
14 Confinement - weekends only -
15 Confinement = nights only ,
16 Split Sentence (confinement followed
by probation)
17 Confinement - Indeterminate to Majority
18 Confinement - Life '
19 Confinement - Hospital
Probation
31 Probation - Supervised
33 Probation and Fine
34 Probation and Court Costs
35 Probation - Unsupervised
_48_
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Variable
Number
24
25
gg
XXX
999
27
XXX
999
gg
XXX
999
29
30

Variable
Name Example
Fines/Restitution/
Court Costs
I Fine Only
L2 Fine and Court Costs
43 Restitution Only
L Restitution and Court Costs
L5 Court Costs Only
46 Confinement or Fine (not both)
50 Imposition of Sentence Stayed
88 Other
98 Missing
99 Missing
Sentence Disposition | 98
(See Variable 23 for Sentence Codes)
Sentence Disposition | 98
(See Variable 23 for Sentence Codes)
Confinement Time | < 060
Numbher of months
More than 998 months
Probation Time 1 060
Number of months
More than 998 months
Amount of Fine 0
Number of Dollars
More than $998
Stay/Suspend 1 (Charge 1) 99
99 -~ Not Applicable/Missing
Other =~ Sentence Stayed/Suspended
Custody/Supervision Agency County 'l 62

(See Variable 01 for Countvy Codes)
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Variable

Number

31

Variabie
Name Example
Custody/Supervision Agency 1 015C

If a custody adency is assigned it is
recorded by the last 4 characters of its
NCIC Identifier. If no custody agency
is assigned but a supservision agency is
assigned this is recorded

XXXX Agency Number
Blank Missing (no agency assigned)

(See CJRS Operating Manué] for Agency Codes)

Total Time 1 60
XXX Time in Months
999 More than 998 months
Sentence Carried Code 1 . 1
1 Sentence to be served concurrently
with another
2 Sentence to be served consecutively
with another
3 Single sentence encompassed all
counts
8 Not applicable/missing

Blank  Not applicable

Sentence Offense Code 1 28

(See Variable 12 for Offense Cosed)

Court Offense 2 99

(See Variable 18)

Court Disposition 2 99
(See Variable 19)

Plea 2 §
(See Variable 20)
Attorney Type 2 8

(See Variable 21)



A 1

Variable Variable

Number Name Example

39 Number of Court Appearances 2 0
(See Variable 22)

Lo Sentence Disposition 2 99
(See Variable 23)

41 Sentence Disposition 2 99
(See Variable 24)

L2 Sentence Disposition 2 99
(See Variable 25)

43 Confinement Time 2 0
(See Variable 26)

Ly Probation Time 2 0
(See Variable 27)

45 Fine 2 0
(See Variable 28)

46 Stay/Suspend 2 - 39
(See Variable 29)

47 Custody/Supervision Agency County 2 62
(See Variable 30)

48 Custody/Supervision Agency 2 015J

|

(See Variable 31)
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Variablé“@”\)
Number i

49

Variable

Name Example
Total Time 2 0
(See Variable 32)

Sentence Carried Code 2 9
(See Variable 33)

Sentence Offense 2 99
(See Variable 34)

Custody Disposition B21

The first custody disposition

401
Lo2
403
Loy
Los
Lob
Loz
408
Log
k10
417
412
413
Ly
his
416
L7
418
g
k20
421
L22
423
b2y
425
426
427
428
429
430
Blank

Absconded

Administrative Discharge (Military)
Certificate of Relief

Committed Suicide

Commutation of Prior Sentence Rescinded
Conditional Release

Conditional Release Revoked

Deceased

Discharged from Criminal Justice System
Escaped
*Executed

Fur loughed

Furlough Revoked

Mandatory Release

Mandatory Release Revoked

Pardoned

Paroled

Parole Revoked

Probation

Probation Revoked

Received

Released by Court Order

Released on Appeal Bond

Sentence Commuted

Work Furlough

Work Furlough Revoked

Transferred in from Other Institution
Released - Expiration of Minimum Time
Accepted Parole lurisdiction

Accepted Probation Jurisdiction

Not Applicable (Missing)
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Variable
Number

53

Variable
Name

Month of Court Disposition |

1 January
12 December
99 Missing

Year of Court Disposition |

75 1975

99 Missing

Person Status |1

(See Variable 15 for status codes)

Trial Code

0 No Trial
] Trial

Disposition Processing Time

XX Pelay in Months
99 More than 98 months
-9 Not Applicable/Missing

Sentence Processing Time

XX Delay in Months
99 More than 98 months

- -9 Not Applicable/Missing

Final Disposition Code

3 Convicted
7 Not Convicted

Other Sentence

Example

01

e

o

joo

o

P
-

0 No
1 Yes

=



Variable
Numb=r

61

Variable

Name

Number of Court Charges

X Number of Court Charges
8 8 or more
1
_54_.
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C. COUNTIES WITH QUESTIONABLE DATA VALIDITY IN 1975

(Their alphabetical order is also indicated)

Chippewa (12)

Cook (16)
Goodhue (25)
Hennepin (27)
Hubbard (29)
Isanti {30)
LacQuiParle . (37)
Lake (38)
Renville | (65)
Rice (66)
Sibley ’ (72)
Wadena (80)
Watonwan | (83)

COUNTIES APPARENTLY NOT REPORTING IN 1975 ;

Grant {26)
Mahnomen = (44) “
Murr£§‘ (51)
Roseau (68)
_55—



D. MINNESOTA COUNTY STATISTICAL CODES
County Judicial County Judicial
Code County District Code County District

45 Marshall
46 Martin

47 Mecsker

48 Mille Lacs
49 Morrison
50 Mower

51 Murray

0l Aitkin

02 Anoka 1
03 Becker

04 Beltrami

05 Benton

06 Bigstone

07 Blue Earth

08 Brown 52 Nicollet
09 Cazlton 53  Nobles
10 Carver 54 Norman
11 Cass 55 Olmsted
12 Chippewa 56 Otter Tail
13 Chisago 1 57 Pennington
14 Clay 58 Pine 1
15 Clearwater 59 Pipestone
16 Cook 60 Polk
17 Cottonwood 6l Pope

18 Crow Wing
19 Dakota

20 Deodge

21 Douglas
22 Faribault
23 Fillmore
24 Freeborn
25 Goodhue

62 Ramsey

63 Red Lake
64 Redwood
65 Renville
66 Rice

67 Rock

68 Roseau

69 St. Louils

26 Grant 70 Scott

27 Hennepin 71 Sherburne 1
28 Houston 72 Sibley

29 Hubbarxd 73 Stearns

30 Isanti 1 74 Steele

31 Itasca 75 Stevens

32 Jackson 76 Swift

33 Kanabec 1 77 Todd

78 Traverse
79 Wabasha
80 Wadena
81 Waseca

34 Kandiyohi

35 Kittson

36 Koochiching
37 Lac qui Parle

OOV HFHFOCOAODOVWOYWOOUMMYWOWWHhOHKWWUNWHROUUTOWJIOOWOWHEFAAUWM®O®JWIOW
VO WOUMMOWNWOJODOWNHFROHOMNDTOWMWOUOVONODOWUOWIWOUUUTWwID0oWumY

38 Lake 82 Washington 1
39 Lake of the Woods 83 Watonwan

40 Le Sueur 84 Wilkin

41 Lincoln 85 Winona

42 Lyon 86  Wright 1
43 McLeod 87 Yellow Medicine

44 Mahnomen
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PROGRAM EXAMPLES

The following programs are provided as éxampleé of use of
the OBRTS files described above. All were run on the University

of Minnesota computer system.
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77 N ORI

77 DLID

77 J ORI

77 FERS
77 NHI

77 TYFG
77 NCY

77 NHCT

77 I F

01 FER .
02

0L  OREC

02 A

03

03

03

03

03

FROCE LU

FARA

1. Prégram to Reduce OBTS Master'File

o999 VUalle O COHF-1.
2RI Xal79 .
Gooyy CoM~.

PTG 2929 COMP.

FLG 999 COMP,

COMP-—-2,

FIC 2999999 VALUE 0.
PIC 2073 ValUE ©.
10999 COMP. *
FROFLOC 2929 COMP OCCURS 80 TIMES.
R y
QUCURS 200 TIMES.

I0nD PIC 017

Ce FID XX.

P PI0C KAX.

T FIC K.
FILLER FIC, X(103).

E DIVISICHN.

FERFORM IMITL VARYING I FROM 1 RY 1
UNTIL I GKF G0,
GO TO STRT.

INITL.
MOVE

STRT,
OFEN
GFEN
MOVE
MOVE
MOVE

L.OOF ,
REAT

I TO FR (1),

GUTFUT TREDUCE.
INFUT THMaSTER .
SFACES TO QUTRE.
SF&CES TO OLIDZ2.
ZERO TO M.

TUASTER INTO aAd& AT END GO TO EMDLF.

COMPUTE NMOT = HMMCY + L.

IF IOYR I8 NOT EQUAL. 7O ‘767 GO TO LOOF.

IF 100 = 7 7 GO TO LOOF.

IF IDL = 7 4 G0
IF 1D = OLIGR2 PERFORM
IF I8 LESS THAN 2 M
MOVE Tim T3 0102y FER
MOVE L 70 MM,
FERFORM NHIT VamYiING I
GG TU PROGC.

MHIT .

TO LOAOF.
IMNSRTGI TO LOOF.
OVE ZERD J0 N»
FORM INSRETy GO TO LOOF.

FROM 1 BY 1 UNTIL I GR N.

IF P O I BROMHI MOVE F C I) TO NHI.

PHOC#

UNTIL I GRONHI. .
MOVE ITLG 10 QLIG2.
CMOVE ZeEROC TO N
FERFUORM INSRT.

GO TQ LAaok.

FERFORM NFR THRU NPFRE VARYING I FROM 1 RBY 1
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1. Program to Reduce OBTS Master File

LG
COMPUTE N o= N + L.
MOVE Adda TO & ¢ NI,
NFE
MOVE PRSI TO FERS.
MOVE ZERG 10 TYFG.
FERFORA NTST VARYING J FROM 1 RBY 1 UNTIL J GR M.
TETIFG,
LF TYVFG = O GO TO NFRE.
FERFORM WRT VARYING J FROM 1 BY 1 UNTIL J GR M.

VPR e L G aND T (JY HOT = 2

FOME 1 o Tt GOOTO TETFG.

Y.

*
IFPERS = P (J WRITE OUTRC FROM A Gl
COMPUTE HGT = NCT 4+ 1.
ML
CLOSE THAHTER.
CLOSE TREDUCE.
fv. (I S G100
LY MMGT .

A
oAl

ET0F FUM.



2. Program Deck Creating SPSS System File

RUN NAME M MO BT S ANALY SIS 1975~
FLILE NAME ORsres
WARLABLE LIGST VOL TO Vél
INFUT MEDTUM DEINDF
N OOF CABES UNEROWN .
INFUT FORMAT FIAel(FR2.0sFL.0vAR2sA4yF2.09F4. 0y 2F2,093FL.0vaAF2.0y ZFL.0y2Xs2(2
FReOp3FLleO0v3FR2.0y3F3.00F2.0y082504y  F3.0yFL.0sF2,0)9A4y3F240y
FLe0s2F2.0y3FL.0) n, -
VAR LARELS VOLy COUNTY/ '
o2 1vTA CODE/
VO3yaRkR CTY/
Uird g BRI AGENCY/
VOGyCHBE YR/
VD& CTY CASE NOW/
VO7 v ARk MO/
VOB yaGE/
VP »BEX/
Y10y RECES
Vil CHGE CODE/
ViZyakk OFFL/
Y13y ARR OFF2/ , :
Vi4dealki OFF3/
VitemaRR OISF1/ : i
Midy TOT CHGS/
VL7 DIBT NO./
V18 CT OFF1/
Wi19yCT LISF1/
V20 FLEAL/
- V2LyaTTL/ .
M2Z2yNO. OF CT AFFEARL/
VA% GENT DISFLL/
VE4y BENT DISFL2/.
VA%, BENT NISF13/
VasyCOMF TIMEL/
VeEZyFROB TIMEL./
VERYFIKEL/
V2P 8Th-8USL/ . .
V30 CUST-BUF AG CTYL/ s
VELy CUBT-SUF AGL/ ' :
VEZyTOT TIMEL/
VES ¢ BERT CARRIEDL/

V34 BENT OFFL/S
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FREQUENCIES
OFTIONS
REATL INFUT IATA

CROBSTALS

OrTIONS

Bavlh FILE

FLNLGH
A UF FILE

ER RN
Pt
b

2. Program Deck Creating SPSS System File

VEAGs LT OFFR/
Vi y OV ST8R2/
Vad s PLEMAR/
VAR ATT2/
Y3%e MO OF CT GFPEARR/
VAaDy BENT NIgr21/
Vaiy SENT DIGR22
V42, BEEMT DISBR23/
VaZe CONF TIMER/
VAL y PROEB TIMER/
YAy FINEZ2/
Wab e BTH-5U82/
Yoy CUST-SUR a6 CTY2/
Vady GUSBT-SUR AB2/
Vav e TOT TIMEZ/
V3G BENRT CAaRRIED2/
VOl SENT OFF2/
VE2eDUST DISR/
VES»CF LISFL MOL/
VES CTIISL YR/
VESyFERS STATUSL/
VSsy TRIAL CORE/
VE70T5F DELAY/
VB e BENT LELAY/
Yy FINGL DISR/
Ve e (ITH SENT/
VEL vy MO CT CHGS/
VOB e NOAyNEG v VEL VA7 v UABUE2 (A
VGLeWOT e V04 y Ui By VA0 o VAL v 7 Va8 y VE v VEE(RLANK)Y /
VAaB e N4y U20:U400 V31 o V41, V42(98y99)/
UOS«VO7 e VOB ULy VB VESy VHA{(99)/
VIZsVE3e VL4 VL8 VEAVEG»USL (28 BLANK)Y /
VOR 2 DLO V20 V2L V37 VB8 V39(9y8)/
Vil eV22¢(9)/
Va7 WE8(~9) /-
INTEGER=VOL(0+y29)/
YOP VL1009 Y/
b
VAR TARLES=U0L1(0s99) s V19(0:29)/
TooLES=VL? BY V01
1355
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RUN NARE
l GET FILE
T-TEGT

FINISH
END OF FILE

3. SPSS Program Deck Illustrating Use
Use of SPSS System File

COUNTY T~TESTS ON WHITE-INDIAN DIFFERENCES
OBSIES |
GROUFES=VL0 (1y3) /VARTARLES=VL2 s VEOy V2L V2R V2T 4
V26 V2T UET » V5T
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