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CHANGING SEX ROLES AND FEMALES' INVOLVEMENT IN DELIMQUENCY

The (until recently) widely held assumption that de]inquency was
mostly masculine in qender has had important implications both for the
kind of theoretical work which has dominated the delinquency literature,
as well as in the continucd choice of males as preferred subjects for
empirical research,

Psycholoaical or "personal problems" explanations have qenera]fy been
marshalled to explain the delinquency that has occurred amono femalés.

It has also been assumed that sexual offenses, incorriaibility, and
running away rale up the delinaquent rerortoire of these airls, and
that their involvemant in more serjous offenses is quite limited.

The psycholocical or personal problems explanations have taken
many forms, tut cenerally conceive of female delinquency as a "pervérsion
of rebellion acainst their natural feminine roles" (Klein, 1973:5).

This ranozs from the early physiolouical studies, which focused on the
supposedly rore maséu]ine characteristics of the female criminal (such as
excess bodv hair) than her non-criminal counterpart, po_Freud‘s vwell
known discussien of nenis envy.

Eveﬁ vhere sociolenical variahles havz been studied they are acnerally
inrtarnraied psycholoqically. For example, while it is widelv recoanized
that a "Lad horie life" or coming from a broken hore is related to a higher
incidence of delinquency osnerally. this variab' s thouaht to be even

rore wroblenatic in the case of qirls (Rilbert, 1972; Reiae, 1972;
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Pollack and Frjedman. 1089, Cowie gg al., 19685 Konopka, 19G6: llorris,
19G4; Barker and Adams, 1962}, Bafker and Adams propose that many of the
females' delinquent acts are psychological reaction formations anainst
absent or inadequate fathers. Konopka's imnressionistic data link a poor
nome life with a deep sense of loneliness and low self-esteem. Riege (1572)
empirica]]y examined some of thése same variables and found that delinquent
qirié felt that their parenté did not aive them equal love and that thoy
would be enmbarrassed to openly express affection towafd their fathers.

. Several studies have attempted to link actual psycholoaical abnor-
ma]ities‘with delinauency in airls. Cowie et al. (19G3) found severe
Dsychiatrjc abno;nalities in many of the 322 dinstitutionalized girls in
their stud}. Fayak (1903) contended that poor self-concepts, feelings of
deperdency and insecurity, as well as ermotional selfishness characterize
their sarple of female offenders. ‘Houever, Hqcké]] and tandell (1970)
found that the incidence of emotional disorders was not areater in their
sample than in the general nonuelation.

Another sat of studies includes more clearly social variables, but
nevertheless pzrpetuates the conception of female de]ihquency as primarily
an adantation to personal problerms. This aroup of studiss deals with the
theary, asbfirst suaqested by Coher (]055), that delinquency in females
iray be associatad with airls' inability to establish a aoad relationship
with the oonosite sex. Vhereas for nales, 1onn'ranne npals center around
achie?inn sJyceoss and acnairing material pessessions, the nrimary coal for
farales 15 thoutht to be “"catching a man.® Thus, the classic lertonian
necdel, 1€ somevhat strinnad of its 5trn€tura1 cormonents, can then b2

appl ed to understanding ferale delinauency as a form of "innovation.”
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Indecd Rittenhouse (1953) in a ¢ommarison of the delinquency of boys
and airls, found “relational strivinos" to be more characteristic of qirls,
vthere boys riore often experience "status strivina" and "material depriva-
tions."” Sandhu and Allen (19C9) offer an exnlicit test of this.theory,
but found that their delinquent sample actually perceived fewer obstacles
te rarital qoals than the control aroup. Morris (1964) found that delin-
aquents renorted more dates than the nonQdelinquent samnle., (The author
sutaested that perhans there is a difference in the "quality" of the dates
they are able to obtain or in the sexual favors they may have to "bestow"
to be able to net the dates, however). Ilorris also cqmpared differences
in observers' ratings of facial features, fiqure, and groominag between
delinouents and nep-delinguents but found sienificant differences only
in terris of qroorine,  Tha importance of this findina, too, is tempered
sorevnat vaar one considers that the inferior deoree of cleanliness and
neatness roportad ray e sirmly a reficction of middie class interviewer
stanuards aml have Tittle to do with the criteria by which boys and airls
judee eachh othar as accentable datina nartners.

The tulk of the 11terature. then, has parnetuated the notion that
wrsenal raiatinstoerts characterize the female delinquent; she either |
astoaave 1 oaschiolueical oronlam, be uratle to adeauately pegform her
neener S22 role or suffor from the 311 < Fffects of a bad home life. The
reeery lares increaseas in tin aekor of adfudicated feralas asAwell as
@ oapuarent aeercasyd versatility of theie involvarent. in crires. makes
1t omare hfficult Lo account for all ferale crive in such nuraly psvcho-
tosieal torrs  For caarnla, botween 1960 and 1973 the arrgst rate.of’
forales under 1Y svars of aes increasad 205 nercnht for all offenses,

15 percerd for vielenn crings, and 338 nercent for pronerty crimes. This

-




contrasts with increases of 124 nercent, 236 percent, and é? perceht
respectivaly for males in the same age bracket (fBI Uniform Crime Reports,
1973 Table 28).

A ready explanation for understanding fema]és' involvement and, in
particular, these fast rising official de]inquency statistics is provided

by "women's liberation." Freda Adler's Sisters in Crime is one such work

vwhich generally adopts a feminist stance in interpretiqq such rising
statistics. While ner position is not always. consistent, the overall
image is that the novement is directly responsible for precipitating such’
increases, but that this is one of the prices society must pay for sexual
equality. As Adler stated in an interview, "They're (the "new" female
crininal) fightina nct only for urban social chanae but also for sexual
equality alonqg with other vomen" (Mewsweek, 1975). While she does not
suqqest that women and airls who have become involved in criminal activity
aroe necessarily aliqned with "the movement" itself, the causal connection
is nevertheless quite direct. For exampic, she suggests that women vho
uscd to be satisfied with petty kinds of theft are askino why they shouldn't
get a binaer niece of the pie -~ i.e., "If I can steal radios, why not
T.V.'s?" This kind of motivation is seen -as primarily financial rather
than ideclogical, but che fertinist norspective is definitely in evidence

turoughout the book. The title, Sisters in Crine, is not accidentally

chosen. "Like ner lenitinate based sister, the female criminal knows too
ruch to bretend or returns tn her former role as a second rate criminal
confined to fenipine crires such as shonliftino and prostitution. She
nas bad a taste of financial victory. In some cases, she has had a taste
of hlood. Her appetite, howover, anpears to be oniy vhetted" (1975:15).

Nne of the manifrstations of this is that accordinag to Adler, .females are

*
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* becoming more ooal oriented, expcriehcinq pressure to "prove themselves,"
and that this has resulted in intense role conflicts.

Another indication of the feminist persnective taken by Adler
involves her contention that such activities as student protest in the
19650's, vhere females were seen as equals, arrested in large numbers and
the like, has had some affect on Qir]s' delinquency (by making them nore
independent, etc.). These assértions, as well as those which 1ink libera-
tion with a "new" style of female criminal seem to contradict all that is
knovmn atout the imnact.of social moverents on various seanments of society
(Keniston; 1969+ Haan, Smith and Block, 1958; Flacks, 1967). While most
of the youths who Lecame protest leaders vere from middle class backerounds,
the ado]escéhts iho currently make up the arrest statistics are largely
lower class: honce. this explanation sheds 1ittle 1iaht on the social
processes wvhich may be accountina for such increases.

A somevthat less sensational explanation is offered by Simon, in an
analysis of current adult arrest statistics. She founo the largest percen-
tage incraases for fepales in such crines as larceny, fraud, embezzlement,
and foracry  She attrituted tiis in large npart to the increase in the
nurter of woren vho are holding white collar positions, and thus now
sirnly havs ﬁhe opportunity to cormit such offenses. In a similar vein,
Metollue {1375:5), in a reviow of Adiar's hook, sunoests Lhat the fact
that weren are the earliest and hardast hit by ecbnomic depressions may
e nore fenortant then any ideclogical "liberation.”

Unile sach factors may explain incradses in the official arrest
statistics far adult fenales, their rc]eQawce in the case of acoloscent

airls is nst as clear, since these eirls have yot to entar tie labor force.
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t is aenerally aareed that SONCTHING about "chanqina sex roles® ray
be causinn inéreasnd involverent in crimes for females (exception is taken
by Faustini, 1969, vho analyzed the nature of female jvvenile delinquency
in Ttaly and hyncthesized that the emancipation of women in Jtaly has
resultes in a decline in female crires, particularly in the case of serious
offenses). Thare is very little aarcerant or erpirical evidence vhich
suarests how tiis process is occurring, however. It is suacested here
that ve nead to exarine the vays in which broader societal chanaes filter
dovn to the point where they affect adolescent qirls, and to see what
aspects of the everyday social world of juvenile airls seen to prorote
deviant ac:ivity. The present paper suagests three related areas of
chanae vhich ray be accountina for incroascd delinquent activity by
ferales: (@) increased situational cpportunity, (b) changing friendship
patterns, and (c) a loosening of the norns which in the nast severely
proscribed female adolescents' behavior. Empirical findings are presented

waich concern the latter two sets of factors.

(a) Sitvatignal Opocrtuniting

Cne of tha ceatral tenets of theories of male delinquency is that
onportunitias to engaa: in illecal activities (as well as leaitirate nnpbr-
tnnities) ars? not evenly distributed across tha population. e vould
atoly this notion to an understandire of ferales' traditionally lou level
cf anvnlvaront in deviance 1s well as the rocent increases in their delin-
tueney ratvs; There nas classically existed, even within the sane family,
more protectior, restriction of the tehavior of young qirls than is the
case for boys. This has included riore attention by all societal inétitu-
tions -~ the schon), farilyv, church -« to auidina the moral and sncial

Tife of the adolaccent ferale, wmila the bhoy is exnected, even encouraaed,

¢
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to sew a fow wild oats. This double standard is exemp]ified'in a greater
likelihood of a curfew for young girls, rore restrictions being placed on
who she miaht datc where she could ao, and so on. Therefore, recent
societal chanaes vhich have relaxed the rather universal protection,
sheltering of females, may simply have created new'opportunities for them
to encane in many kinds 0. activities, some of which will exceed Iéqal
boundaries. Such an approach would even allow Tor a re-interpretation of
the findings noted above with reqard to the important relationshin between
hraken hores and fema]e delinquency. The lack of a united two parent
front to enforce rules, watch over the dauahter, which was part of the
classic protective nattern (Parsons, 1942), may result not necessarily in

deep ermotional problens but simply in qreater freedom, opportunities to

cormit delinquent acts. Slocum and Stons (1963), for example, found that

those students whose parents alloved theri every evening out were more
Tikely to se classified as delincuent types and that his de]inducnt "types*"
vere not as likely to come home directly after school as his "conforpist
caterory. ' It is interestinn that ubile Adler recoqnized the fact that

tire yealanina of the protective environment of the family has indeed had

an nfluence an adolescent airls, she aoain chooses to cast her arqument
vithin g foerdrnist pefsnrctiva. Sha sunaests that the arowinn "role conver-
aence tetqeen the sexes has resulted in the accePtability and even the
necessity of airls becomina mare <alf-sufficiont, or as she put it "to the
nacessity, oney nxclusively mate, to maha cra's vav and to rrove oneself

Lo the vorld” (1975:94). tere Adler sees alrost Lo harken tack to the
traditional thearetical treatrents of forales in hor further assertion

that suey atternts nay cause such conflict and ambianity as to create

‘cooplex ddertity problens more intense in pature and scope than those

o
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faced by boys." Aaain, however, there is no empirical evidence which
Tinks this new qoal orientation (if indecd it exists) to delinquent

activity on the part of nairls.

(b) Friendship Patterns

The classic delinquency literaturc has also emphasized the masculine
character of thé "subcultures" or peer networks which exert such a signi-
ficant influence on adolescent boys. The assumption is that such friend-
ship patterns do not exist, or are nct very important in the lives of
adolescent airls: this is qfven as a further explanation for the infrequent
involverient of females in delinquent activity. It is suqoested here that
this may have a1&ays been a somewhat inaccurate view of the social world
of adolescent girls, and that the variahle of friendships must assume a
central role in any attempt to understand the more recent increases in
their involvement in delinquent activity.

It is interesting that if we examine the more ceneral literature on
adolescence there is a qreat deal of evidence which points to the importance
of'the peer qroup for females @s well as males, and even suaaests that
stch fenale friendship networks may nromote de]inguent activity. For
exaiple, Coleman's (19G5) resear;h documents the proliferation of compli-
cated cliques or qanas within the youth culture. These are thourht to -be
aven more tightly-knit and complex in the case of airls than boys. lhile
Celeman did not researcn the area of criminal activity, he did veport

cliques or nanas of qirls vho were knoun to be "fast” or "touch” -- airls

who reported smekina, drinkina, or "hangina around the skatinna rink."
Other rescarchers, for examnle, Suttles (1968) concentrate on the aang
activities of males hut provide inpressionistic evidence of much autono-

mous penr activity on tha part of the qirls ¢ well.

14
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(¢) Chanaes in Perceptions of Acceptable Behavior for Females: Or, Mhat

is "Cool" Behavior for Females may Have Chanqged.

Related both to increased situational opportunities and to the impor—.
tance of friendship networks in understanding fcma]e_de]inquenﬁ activity,
is the notion that definitions of what is "permissible’ and even "cool"
or status enhancing behavior for females may be underqoing s .me change.

It is hypothesized that these chanaina definitions -- which allow a wider
range of activity for girls than simply sitting at home, waiting for a
date -- thermselves can create a contekt in which delinquency by girls is
a viable option. It is hypothesized that at the very least the more
de1inquent/agqressive giris are receiving some kind of reference qroun
supoort from other females, and pussibly from other reference qroups as
well, ({Where in the past qirls may have curtailed their behavior because
of concern ovar "What boys yould think of them," or because "their boy-
friend viould disanprove.") The present paper presents the results of a
study vhich ernirically examines first the notion that there is a direct
tink betieen attitudinal or ideclocical "liberation" and levels of delin-
quent involvement, and alternatively, looks at the more imnmediate, everyday
ways in vhich broader sex role chanaes ray be influencing the lives of

adolescent cirls in ways that result in deviant outcomes,

fethocotuns

In ordur to rost accurately assess the nature of chanqes in sex role
attitudes ar behavier which may Le accountina for increased involvement by
ferales an crindpal activity, a longitudinal desian would be ideal.
Houever, as indicated above, the number of early studies of the female
delinguent are quite limited, and where females have been researched, the

items included tend to bé psychelonical. fNiven this lack of an early
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conparison group, tt is nevertheless possible, using 2 cross-sectiona)
sample, to decarmine whether certain sex-role }elated attitudes and
behaviors are 1ssociated with qirls who evidence higher levals of delin-
quent involvement. In order to accomplish this, questionnaires were
administered to 103 airls {the total popu]ation) at a state institution
for juvenile offenders. as well as to a comparakle sample of 83 girls
randomly selected from an urban high school in a predominantly lover
status area. The high school sample was added to provide a wider ranqg‘
of deliiquent invelverent -- primarily to increase the number who are more
"lavw-abiding." The aqe range for the insti.utionalized cample v s 12-19,
with a mean age of 17, while the range for the school sampie was 14-19,
with a mean age of 17.3. The percent non-white was 50.9 for the institu-
tionalizad sample, while the school sample was 48.2 percent non-white. One
of the incortant Vimitations of the sample is that the qirl§ come from
Tower scciceconomic status backgrounds (a% indicated by the occupations
they 1ist for their parents/guardians) and hence. the findings to be
reported cannot be generalized beyond this lower class samnle.

I. A revised version of the Nye-Short (1957) self-admitted delin-
gquency test was used to reasure the extent of airls' involvement in
delinquent activity. A split-half tes*t for reliability yielded a cocffi-
cient of .05 for this scalz. "Il. In order to test whethor there was
indeed a direct association batween "liberated” sex role attitudes and
ﬁe]induency, a revised version of a scale used by Hasen-Bumpass (1975)
was employed. This instrunent was 6rinina]ly civen to a natiendl proba-
bility sarple of ever-rarried women under 45.  The crininal scale consists
of 17 iters dealing with different aspects of "sex role orqanization and

sex diffrrences” (1975:1212). Resporderts indicated the eoxte~t of their

- L‘




- 1N

agreemient or disaqreecment with the items which concerned a wide variety
of sex-role related issues. As described by Mason and Bumpass, the scale
includes items dealing with “the desirability of the traditional sex-based
division of social responsibilities: women :aring for the home, men for
the world; the riahts of women workers: the consequences of maternal
enployment for the well-being of children; various stereatypes about
women and the conditions under vhich they are happiest and can best
function" (1975:1213). It is felt that this scale represents an ideologi-
cal dimension -~ a kind of overall "traditionality"or Viberality of
attitudes toward sgx-ro]e related issues.1

I1I. Several simple items derived from the literature concerning

rmale friendship retworks and gangs were used in this study to measure the

extent of peer creup involvement. Two items were identical to the friendship

1Tne specific items included are:
1. "A woman should not let bearinc and rearing children stand in the way
of a career if she wants it."

2, "Hen should share the work around the hcuse with women such as doing
dishes, e¢leaning, and so forth."

3. "hen and woren should be paid the same money if they do the same work.*“

4, "A wonan should have exactly the sarme job opportunities as a man."

5. "There shou]d be free childcare centers so that women could take jobs.

&, "Aworan's job should be kept for her when she is having a baby."

7. YIf anythinn happened to ont of the childrer while the nother was

verking, she could never forgive herself.”
e "Aopreschonl child is likely to suffer if his mother works.”
J. Tloren are much happier if they stay at home iand take care of their
chtldren.” .
o "A ran can make lono-range nlans for his 1ife, but a voman kas to take
things as they core,”
11, "Sex seans to exist mainly for the ran's pleasure.”
12 "Hany of those in uarien's rights oraanizations today soert to be
unhanpy misfits."
13, “Cven if his wife works, thre hushand should be the major erovider for
the f"ar'nlw "
14, "1 tnllevn that fatners <hould spend as ruch tive in childrearing as
rnothers, ™

Tters 13 and 14 were added to the arianinal scale. A1l item-to-total
correlations are .&0 or hiqher, except itemt 11, which was dropped from the
scale for the prosent analysis.
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questions used by Lerman (1967) ("When you are at home, who do you
usually go around with?" -- Myself, one or two others, or a reqular
group; and "How nuch of your leisure time do you_spend with friends?" «-
A1, rost, or some). Several other single item indicators, which were
more descriptive; were also included.

IV. In order to determine whether changing definitions of what is
"acceptable” benavior for feuales may be accounting for some increases in
crimipal attivity, a series of questions were constructed concerning
three referencé aroups that might be important to the girls. They were
asked to indicate how various reference Groups would react if they were
to encage in certain kinds of activity. "Guys I run around with," "My
boyfriend," and "Girls I run around with,“ were the three reference groups
chosen, realizing that there might be other important reference aroups,
such as parents. The various behaviors were chosen to represent indepen-
dent kinds of actions, some of which mith encourara delinquent activity
{e.q., “Stayine‘out all ninht"), and others which were actually illeqal
(e.c., "Using grass once in a while“). The items were chosen that dea]t
with behaviors that may have traditional”y been proscribed for females
but that it is hypothesized, may be cons dered more acceptable or even
"cool' by today's adolescent subculture. The questions were worded so
that there would not be universal disapproval; for example, it is possible
to envision anproval for one of the items, “Beatinag un somebody nobody
Vikes,” as opposed to something like, "lurdering someone is cold blood.”
The specific itens included were: '

Beatinq‘uo on somebody nobody.]ikes.

Shonlifting.

Runring away,

Staving out all niaht.

Stealing a car for a joy ride,
Haking an obhscene phone call,

L

o BT e e W

e

LT,

R R AT, G

ey

G5

RS

|3
1
*
5
I
2
4
¥
§
&
i
¥
it
¢
£
B
Y
'.rv
g
;
5

it
£1s.
-
%
:
8
B
]
oy

R R R i ST T,

" T

-

o
TR

4 bd o ORQEETYY



-13 -

Using a fake 1.0. to get in 2 bar.

Tearing up school property.

Drivina around with a bunch of kids.

Using qrass once in a while.

Picking up guys,

Total "approval" scores for each reference group were obtained by
surming the response for all eleven items. The split-half reliability
coefficient for these items using, "Guys 1 hanq around with," as the

reference group was .93, for girifriends, .93, for boyfriends, .94.

Results ‘

It -should perhaps first be noted that the sample of 108 incarcerated
girls did produ;é a wide range of delinquent activities. One of the
initial reasons for administering the questionnaire was to see if indeed
girls were primarily involved with status offenses, incorriaibility, etc.,
as depicted in the literature, or whether there were girls who had gotten
involved in crimes qenerally considered "masculine." While most of the
qirls in the institution had, in fact, conmitted many of the "traditional"
female offenses (e.g., 84.2 percent had run away from home one or more
t%mes, G5 percent had had sexual relations with someone they didn't know
too well, and 99.1 percent had had sexual relations with someone they
Toved), there was evidence of sfqnificant involvenent in more serious
crimes as well, Table 1 lists the percentane of the sample of 108 girls
vho had been involved in crimes which have traditionally been conside}ed
"masculine” in character, as well as the .involvement by girls in tﬁe

schonl sarple in these crines.

14
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Table 1. Percent of Institutionalized and School Samples Reporting
Involvenent (One or More Times) in "Serious Delinquent Acts"

Institutionalized School
Sample Sample
(N = 108) (N = 83)
‘ N P : N %
Stealing iters over $50 85 78.3 3 3.6
Taken part in gang fights 60 55.6 ‘ 15 18.1
Carried a weapon, such as ‘
a qun or knife 806 79.6 22 26.4
Fought someone using a . )
vieapon ' 64 59.3 : 6 7.2
Breaking and entering 68 63.5 3 3.6
Used pills to aet high 95 83.3 27 32.5
Tried heroine 47 43,5 1 1.2

-

In addition, 53.7 percent of the institutionalized qroup indicated that

thay hid been part of a group of qirls that could be called a "gang." Of

these girls wvio indicated participation in a aang, 51.9 percent indicétéd

that the cana had a name. The names of these qangs (e.q., Thé Qutlaws,

the Cotras, lHojos, Loveless, Red Blood, thte Knights, East Side Birds,

Power) do rot themselves conjure up a particularly feminine image, or even

sugaast a subordinate pesition as a "sister” or subordinate wing of a ' -

male cang.

Sex-Role Attitudes and Delinguent Involvement

It is first necessary to determine whether, as su. jested by Adler and

others, the-2 is a direct association between sex-role attitudes and

- | I
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delinquent involvemen: Adler's work would lead us to hypothesize that
there would Le a positive correlation between 1ibéra1ity of sex-role
ideology and delinquent inv)lvement; our prediction is that no such rela-
tionship would be found. In cxamining this relationship, as well as others
discussed below, there ave important racial differénces; hence, all the
findings are reported separately for blacks and whites.

Contrary to our hypothesis, there was indeed a siqnificant correlation

between liberality of sex role attitudes and extent of delinquent involve-
2
)

ment (r-.22, - .01

for the wiiites in this sample. However, a slight ' ‘ .
neqgative correlation (r=-.07) bet-een liheration and delinquercy for the
black subsample, although this was not siqniﬁéant.3 The Nye-Short scale
contains many items which weal with minor‘de1inquent acts -- incorriéihi]ity,
running away, and the like. Therefore, a separate scale score was con- |
structed which renresented the extent of qir.s' involvement in the more
serious activities listed in Toble 1. The resulting correlation with
1ibera]ity of sex role ideology resulted in coefficients of r=.23 (z.-.01)
for whites, and r=-.08 for blacks. This indicates that the white girls
who were involved in serious delinquent acts were more liberated ideolo-
dical]y than the less delinquent white qirls.

Another s:ngle item, "How important is it to you to get married when

vou are older?” can be taken as an additional indicator of sex-role

2 . . o . s

He recoanize the irherent problem of apnlyino a test of siapifi-
cance Lo an gssentially non-random sample, however, sianificance levels
are reported for interpretive and heuristic value.

3In order to determine whether conbining the school and institution-
alized sarnles had an effect on this association, separate correlations
wvern alsn corputed for the two samples. Usinq the school sample only, a
Pearson correlation coefficient for "liberation" with extent of delinquent
involvement was .27 for whites (4 <.05); using the institutional sarmple,
r=.37 (- «.01). Tnere was aaain no significant correlation for blacks in
either the schnol or institutional sample (r=-.08, r=.07). :

7
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traditionality. A negative corre1étion between the importance of marriage
and extent of delinquent involvement was found for whites (r=-.26,:¢ «.01),
however, there was no significant correlation for the black subsample
(r=.03). That is, amonqg the white girls, the more delinquent airls
attached less importance to marriage than their less delinquent counter-
parts. | { |

“This finding, as well aé the positive relationship found between
liberality of sex-roles and delinquency lends sore subport for the idea
of a direét association between a liberated sex-role ideclogy and involve-
nent in.deviance(for whites, but not for blacks. However, three factors
should bz taken into.account in interpreting these findings: (a) Firét,
it is obv%ous that while a statistical association was found between the
tv@ séts of variables, this does not necesserily indicate that some sort
of liberation-in-attitudes "caused5 the de]inqueﬁcy. There is also the
possibility that such attitudes are related to a third factor or set of
*factors which is more important in determinina levels of delinquent involve-
mént. It should be notad, however, that of the variables included in the
prasent study, none of the traditionally irportant var&ab]es correlated
siqnfficant]y with ]ibefation (age, coming fror a broken home, items
dealing wiﬁh aroun affiliation, and the.like). This does not, of course,
preciude the possibility that other variables not included in the stuqy
are accounting for this association. It is a1sb nossible that these
liberated attitudes developed subsequent to or out of the experience of
the dplinauency itself. (b) Second, the association only indicates that
the more aelinquent white airls appea% to have more liberated attitudes
relative to the less delinquent white airls in this lower class sample.

By other standards, for example, cormared to some feminist ideal, or even

N J ¢




from the everyday lives of teen-age qirls at that. The scale was chosen
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-

to a middle class group, they micht appear quite traditional. (c) Third,
it is our contention that the scores on the Mason-Bumpass scale represent
but one kind of attitudinal dimension, and one which is fairly removed R
for inclusion in the present study because the items appear to measure
aspects of sex-role ideology which are generally associated with the
"wonen's moverment," however, like the movement itself, the scale largely
taps adult concerns -- participation in the labor force, feelines about
vorking mothers, and the like. Therefore, it is also necessary to examine
the more immadiate social world of adolescent airls, wherz there may be

other indices of "liberation."

Friendships and delinquency

The first iten vhich dealt with friendship patterns, "Who do you
usually go around with?" had three possible responses -- myself, one or
two others, or a requiar qroup. An analysis of variance was comphted
which indicated a statistically significant difference between groups --
Trese wiao wore nart of a regular group were ore likely to be delinquent.
For the white subsample, F=11.65 ( < «.001); fer the black subsample, F=4.,62
(+«,01). The secund item concernad the amount of leisure time spent Wi th
the aroun. A significant positive correlation was found between this
variable and extent of fnvolverent in delinquency (r=.43, -.001 for whites;
r=.22, - -,N1 for blacks).. That is, the more leisure time spent in the
aroup, the mér? Tikely a qir) was to be delinquent. Similarly, those who
indicated that they had aver been part of a qroup of airls that could be
celled a "gang" were more delinquent than those who said they had not

been part of sucl a aroup (t=5.73,+..001 for whi s, t=3.32;- -.001 for

&
i.
1
%
2

blacks).
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Changing Definition of Uhat is "Acceptable" Behavior fgg_Ado]escent‘Gir1s

Tab]g 2 presents the composite approval scorés (degree of anproval-
disapproval the girl thought she would receive from various reference
groups if she were to engaqe in certain behaviors). A comparison of the
mean scores for each of the reference qroups shows that the girls perceived

more approval from other girlfriends for engaging in these activities than

from "guys they hang around with," and that they perceive the least amount
of approval from "their boyfriend." 1t is important to note that the

white subsample perceived fairly large differences between the amount of
approval they would receive from girls and that from other guys, and
particularly, their boyfriend, while the composite scores were not all that

Table 2. Reference Group Support for Delinquency and Its Re]at1onsh1p
to Actual Self-Reported Involvement (N = 191)

Associatian Association
Mean Hith Delinauent Mean With Delinquent
Approval Activity Approval Activity
Mhite 1 Blacks r o
Girls [ hang around with 26,38 .33 00 27.00 .29 0N
Guys | hang arouna with 26.97 01 42 26.15 .24 01
Boyfriend : 22.74 .02 .43 24.74 .18 .05

different for blacks. This sugoests that the black girls in this sample
did not shernly differentiate between how male and female friends would
view their behavior. This may represent another dimension of sex role
traditionality/liberality; at this level it is the white girls who appear
more traditionel -- in thinking that male friends and espedia]ly boyfkiends

would be relatively more disapproving of many of these actions than would

2.4
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their girlfriends. The picture is.comp1icated somewhat when we examine
the correlation coefficients between these composite scores and reported
delinquency. There is a nositive corrélation between approval from other
girlfriends and actual delinquent involvement for both the black and white
subsamples. There is also a significant correlation between approval from

boyfriends or other males and extent of delinquent involvement for blacks

but not for whites. (The latter finding, with respect to the white sample,

indicates that the approval from boys is not very important in determining
delinquency. Onc could arque that this actually represents a more
"Tiberated' attitude -- that while they see boys as being more disapproving

|
they simply discount their opinions.)

!

Context in Which Delinquent Acts Qccur

Several other items were included in the questionnaire which deal
with the social context in which delinquent acts occur; however, they may
bellooked at as another kin¢ of measure of sex-role traditionality as
vell. For example, respondents were asked to indicate whether they were
mére likely to go out in a aroup df "guys and girls" ar with just girls.
For the vwhites, those vho incicated they were more likely to go out in a
aroup of quys and girls vere simificantly more delinguent than those who
said they went out more often with airls only (t=2.40,t~.05). However,
this did not appear to differentiate delinquents from nondelinquents for
blacks.

Additionally, subjects vere asked, "Hhen you are out in a aroup, who
would be more likely to start the trouble -- a quy or a girl?" Uhile, as
expected, most indicated that it would be a male, only 17.6 percent of the

vhite girls thought a airl might ctart the trouble, vhere 31.6 percent of

e
'—r.
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the black airls thought it might be a girl who would be the one to start
the trouble. |

Simjlarly Table 3 presents the distribution of responces to an item
which asked sutijects, "Who they are more likely to be with when they qet
into trouble." For the whites, a higher percentaqge jndicated they would
be with a group of guys or "guys and giris"; for the black subsaumple, a
hicher percentage thouqght thev would be likely to get into trouble when
they were with qirls,

A final item, "If you had your choice, would you rather go out with
a group of girls or a cuy you were not too crazy about?” also produced
interesting results. It was hypothesized that the “traditional" teen-age
code would sugjest the preferability of going out on a date to going out
with the girls, hut that this standard might be chanaging. For the whites
in this subgresp, those who indicated (in the more traditional vein) that
they would "rather go out with a quy" were more likely to be delinquent
than those who would profer to qo out with the airls (t=3.54,:% «,001).

This relationship was not found in the case of blacks (t=1.55,N.5.).
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Tahle 3. The Social Context in Which "Trouble" is Likely to Occur

Whites (Ne91)* Blacks (N=95)*

N % N 4
Group of girls 17 18.7 33 34.7
A group of cuys and g.... 25 27.5 _ _21 22.1
A group of quys 28 30.8 15 15.8
‘One quy 5 5.5 10 10.5
One girlfriend 5 5.5 2.1
By self . 8 8.8 12.6

N 95

*3,3% missing data *2.1% missing data

Sunmary and Conclusion

Using a sample of lower class incarcerated and high school adolescent
girls, it was found that i‘1'deo]og1‘cal liberation" is associated with
greater delinquency in the case of white girls, but was not significantly
correlated with extent of delinquent involvement for blacks.

For both the white and black subsamp]és, the strong associations
between group neasures and de!iﬁquent involvement suggest that it is not
correct to conceive of female delinquency as some Kind of personal maladap-
tation. .Rather, it appeared that the peer aroup exerted a strong delin-
guent influence, similar to the assbciations found in previous studies
of male friendship patterns. It was found that the most‘qroup support for
engaqing in delinquent activities came from othef girlfriends, and that
perceptions of approval from girlfriends was significantly correlated with

actual delinguent involvement.

9 o
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Several of the other items which concern the social context in which
girls commit delinquent acts revealed the necessity to look at more than
one kind of liberation, particularly when dealing with an adolescent
sariple. While the more delinquent white girls were more likely to answér
in a liberated fashion in terms of an overall sex role ideololy, and to be
less likely to consider marriaqevall important, in other ways they appeared
more traditional. They Wcre‘more likely to make distinctions between how
qirls would react to their doing certain kinds of delinquent acts on the
one hand, and hoy boyfriends and other males would react on the other.

At the séme time‘the more delinquent white girls were most 1ikely to indi-
cate that they wént out in mixed groups, and that the males would be the
ones who ﬁould “start the trouble." In contrast, it appeared that the
black girls in this sample could be depicted as more "personally" ’
tiberatad or at least independent.. There was a dreater conqgruence between
their perceptions of what their male and female friends would think of
then if they were to engage in certain delinauent acts; they were niore
likely to respond that girls could be the ones would might "start the
troubie™: they are more likely to say they were with g%r]s when actually
engaging in delinquent écts.

Given‘the inherent limitations of using single item indicators, it
nevertheless apnears that while delinquency of the white girls is siqni-
ficantly associated with interaction with/appro&a] from other girifriends,
it also anpears to still be tied in some way to their association with

male cornanions (at least in their ovm perceptions). llore research is .

needed which analyzes how association with males influences girls'
delinquent activity. It is not clear whether this represents (1) a case

of the ferale playing the traditional accomplice or "subordinate" role,
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(2) an attémpt to imitate or be like the boys (as Miller (1973) suggested

in his analysis of girl gangs), or (3) girls competing with boys for a

piece of the action (as Adler might suggest). A fourth possibility is

that as the white girls may have classically been more protected/constrained
than blacks, wich a relaxing of constraints on their behavior, increased
opportunities to get out of the house, etc., they would be more likely to
learn the (delinquent) ropes from boys who have had a more established
tradition of delinquency; in contrast, the .lack girls may have an already
established tradition of independence/freedom of action.

It is also important to develop further indices of sex-role tradition-
ality/liberality, as it seems clear that this cannot be measured adeguately
along a sinqle dimension. It is particularly important to examine such
sexjrole charges in ways that make sense for adolescent qirls -- to
inclbde attention not only to ideoloaical liberation but to actual

behavioral independence as well.
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