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CllA.P'l'lm 1: 'ErIE PR JGHAM 

This Pl~oj(lct. WlUl designed to accornmoullte 328 young 

men and women, who woro e1thor serving prison sentences or 

a\/aiting trlalin tho Rikers Isla.nd Poni tentinry~. Public 

School 189X, within the Hen' 13 House of De tontion, "IRS 

designod tor 268 sentenced and remanded inmates. Public 

School 233X, within the WOlnen' 8 House ot Detention, plannod 

to sorrvo 60 womon through the project. Thes6 inmatos rnnged 

in age irom 16 to 21 years of age. These young poople 

voluntarily elected to attend school during thoir coniine •• 

m6nt: otlJe r options, such as Ho.npoweI' Tro.ining o.nd prisOl'! 

omployrnot1t woro (1v0.11n\;10. 

VlrtuB.lly the entire. adolos cent population on Hikors 

Island 1~ educationally an1 cultur~11y doprivod. Tho mon 

selected for trc rea.ding nnd I'Onthemp.tics component:! of tho 

project 8cot'od betwoon 3.0 and 6 .. 0 on the Wide Range 

Achievement Tost and the wornon scored within the sruno rl1nge 

on Tho Adult Bas 1c Learning F-.1xaminatlon. 'rho pupils 

aeloctod fot' inntruction using Bnglieh 1~'1 a second hnguo.go 

woro eitber non-r1hp;l1.sh spoaklng or had tl L'l.ngutlgo other 

than h'ngllsh as th(\1t~ dominant langunge. 

oJ The purposo of th1s projoct: W(l,S to improvo th~ l1la.th .. 

oNAblcs skills ot both tho male nnd female populn.tion •• For 

tho malo popUlation exclusively, the projoct waS designed 

to 1mprovo ro ndlnp: sk ill!} and f.:nJ1,liah uu 1l~6 and cornprohon8ion. 

The p·roJoct supn~ornentod tho rogultll' tax 10v1 lnstructlonnl 
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program in l1'll.l.thelt1atica al1d l'6ading' by providing remedia.tion 

and tutoring in theso Br~as. 

Speclficully, the objectivo3 of the project are 11::lted 

as follow8; 

1. To pl'ovide a remedia.l roading program so that 
mBl~ students will show a statistically 
slgnU'lcfI,.nt difference hotHean the real post­
teat 8coro and the !ll'lticipatad post-test score. 

2. To provide a remedial mathematics progl"'artl so 
that male and female students will show a 
statistically significant difference between 
the ranI post-tos t score and the anticipated 
post-test seOl'e. 

3. To proviclo n Pl'Ogl'OlTl in 1<:np;118h. as a second 
lanp;ua~e so tha.t male s tudonts \",111 improve in 
their Eng11sh le.nfJ;Uap;e facilit.y HS determined 
by tho A - F rating scale. 

'l'ho project 68tnblished n mathematics laboratory in the 

women1t} prison, staffe·d by a mo.themntics tea.cher /:llld a. 

student aide. In the msn's prison, the project estnblished 

reading flIld lllflthemntic3 laboratories. three classes in 

English as a S(:lconti lo.nguH.A:", a cloth cutting and spreading 

clans. emphnai~inp' the application or rending nnd mathematics 

skills 111 fI vocntionA.l o.rGn, and an educational gUidance 

progl"'ll.!1l. The $chadullng of classes ranged trom two to rour 

hours wotikly in. these IlrOFlS. The ~tatflng 1n tho mon's 

division conslstud of two l"eHdlnp; and mathomntics toaohorB, 

thr6() Sn@:llnh un n second lnngunp;o teachers, ono vocQ,tlonfl1 

tralninp; to(lchor, two I{uiuanco ooun90101'5, and r.~ 1J6orotury. 

Tho prOj(lct wns OpoI'llt10nnl from SoptombOl' 1. 1974 

throuf,h Juno 30, 19>' 5. 
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CHAPTER II: EVALUATIVE PROCEDURES 

There wera four objectivea of evaluation, which are 

lis ted ao followf.l: 

1. As n result ot participation in th~ reading 
component of the Program for A'dolescents in 
Correctlvo L'I1stitutions, the !"eadlng grade at 
tho students will ahow a statistically signifi­
cant difference botwoen the roal post~test score 
and the anticipated pas ~-test SCOl;'e. 

2. As a result or participation in the mathematios' 
oomponent of the Program for Adolescentsln 
Corrective Institutiona, tho rnathemfltic8 grado 
of the students will show a statistically 
sign1ficant difference between the real post­
test scoro and the anticipated post-tent Bcoro. 

3. As a result of partioipation in the English as 
a socond language component of the pro~rrum, 
students will improve at lae.v;t ooe scale point 
1n the ir English language f d.~l!J.l\Y' RS determined 
by the A-P scale developed by the New York City 
Eoard of P1ucation for rating pupilst ability to 
U~O the English language. 

h. To determine the O)t.tent to Which the program ill 
implemented, nnd the extent to which the program 
conre- .'1ns to tho description in the program proposal. 

All subjects who pnrticipeted 1n the program for n 

minimum of one month wore tested. The pre-te3tl~~ dato wn3 

Septemb'3r 20, 1974 and the pos t-t~sting date was May 6, 

1975. However, the irunnto populntion fluctuated during the 

academic year, so that pra- and post-testing of inmates, 

whose con!'1nement was ot: short duration, Was conducted on 

an ongoing basis. 

It ohould be noted thE. t tho propOsal apeol.t:';ted 9. target 

popula.tion of 328, including 268 mon and 60 women. During 

tho ton months 1n which the progrum was in operation, 437 

partlcipantn were served, inoluding 350 men ond 87 WOlllen. 

1;i"i:a" __ ~"""" __________ """" __ ~?1 t!t :;tt 4 .... "U. 
AS loW "'''UilA44W,,*(C _ ... (,.. •• #'*,«,. ... , it:t"~l\,~1 ... ;t ... W"4:ti 
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The length of' onl"'ollmont in tbe prop:rum rnnp;od fl.'om n fo-w 

dhYS tor some participnnttl to tho entire ton months for 

othElrs. Tho moan treatment lt~ngth Wfl.S throo nnd one-hEl.} r 

months. It wns il1lpo nsiblo to pOlSt-tost n substantial numbor 

of tho participants, particularly those who Wore awaiting 

trial. Thoretol"'e t comple to tea t dn til W01'6 obtained fol"' only 

226 participants, including 176 mdn Rnd 50 woroon. 

The ins truments used durinl1, both tos t1np; pOl'lods 

includod tho Wj.de Rnnee Achievemnnt Test in readinp; A.nd 

l'1l£lthemntics for mon, ti10 Adult Basic u,nrnlng I<;xlUTlina tion 

in mathemntics .fot' woman, and the A~P Rnting Scnle in E.p~li::Jh 

usage Bnd comprohension. 

Hlstorlcnl regrossion nntllysis wna usod to determine 

the predict~d post-test S~oup scorn, and the coprelated t­

test was used to test tor significnnt differences botwoen 

tho Rroup pr~dlcted post-test meRn Rnd tho actual poot-tAet 

mean or tho Rroup. 

I 7 
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OHAJ:l'l'BH III: r~INDINGS 

'rho fil'nt ovnluncion oujecttve stIlted: 11A.s a r'e~iult of' 

pRl'tictpntlon in tho rORdinR cornponnnt of' the project, tho 

rending grado of' tho stud~nts will uho~ n sj~nif'icBnt dirrarencQ 

botween tho ranI post-test scorl) and tho nnticipntod POst-ios'C 

scora." Data anRlysis rovao.1od that, for thl3 176 men who wore 

tostod 1n this component of the project~ the t-rnt10 was 

16.)39 (p~.OOl), based on pre- nnd pOf\t-test tlcc:'os on tho 

Wide RanRo Achinvemont Test. 

'l'he second evaluation objective st1.l.tod~ liAs 11 r9:)ult 

of participation In the mathematics component of tho projoct, 

the mathematlcn RrRde of th~ studonts wl1l shaw e si~nlf'tcnnt 

differenco betweon the rool post-test scoro rod thQ n~tlcipRta~ 

post-tcst ~core.'1 DAta analysis rovnnled that. tor tho 176 

mon who wore tosted in tbis ~oNponent of tho proj(:lct, the 

t ... ratio Hf\!'I 1}~.301 {p So.OOl)t bRsod on tho pr f!- nnd PO:1t-tt)!;t 

scores on tbe iiid(\ Hnn .. -:e Achieve:1tmt Tos t. For thf\ ~;O womBn 

ir'l. the rnntho:nntics proj('lct. the t-rntio waa 3.109 (p !:...Ol), 

bru\fld on the ?rn- nnd post-test scot'os on tho Adult BI1(lio 

Lenrninp: 1::xfU1l1nf'\tion. 

Tho thiI'd eVl'\lu~ti',m obj~cti\'o atntod: liAs 0. result of 

pnrtlci?ntlon in thn ~';ndbh n:l n second lsnpunge component 

of tho. proj(,ct, student!) \01111 improve nt lenst ont) acnlo 

pOint 1n thoil' r;m~llsh lnni;unp,o fnc1l1ty 0.3 detormined by 

tho A-? scalp, tor rntlni~ papll!!1 abUity to u:\o tho l-'!np;llt1h 

lnnR'llllR'J. II Tnblo 1 ~rhow3 tho tl tntul) chnn,:~!J ot n tudonts 

from lnltlnl to finnl tostin~, 0.0 lndicntcd on tho A-F 9cnln 

fo\r Sponklng Ability. A..Iilonp; tho 101-1- malo fldolesconts, who 
8 
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'l'ABLg 1 

Stat.U1 Ch!l.n'\.'·~: of :;tudnnt PtJ.l"ticipllnts fl'om Initlnl to Pinnl 
To:') tlnv fl.S lrlllicntt'li on the A-I" ~3cnlo for Spc'l.kinl~ Abili ty 

No Ghnngo 
No. ~~ 

Poot'Ct' 
No. ;~ 

--A-"-· - -~-""'-.3 '1-~ _.' -.. -, ... ,-..... -+.,"--.. -~---"'-. -----
0 0 3'1 36 

8 26 0 0 26 25 .'" 37 2;; 2L~ 1') 11 .. ,-
0 2 .; 'J 0 0 c. 
r; 1 ~ 1 0 0 J. 

o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 

Eo' 1 1 1 \ 0 0 
'Lio t,-'li 

h,~ _. ".~ .... "" ... _. ' ... , ••• h __ __ _ ,. ,-"'_ 

lO!j. 2q 2B 7, 72 
.~. • ,_ .... _ ......... "'-""0 

__ 0 ° -----'"-t-

O 0 

pnrtlcipQtpli in thin compon~nt of the pl"opl"nm, 29 students 

o~ 3d ~erc~nt iMprovod: 75 students or 72 percent showed no 

tt'stirw. It 5ho~ll(1 br' notf!cl tL'\t pnl'ticipnnts initi'111y 

hiF"hcnt rntinr':. Tn npJtp of hirh r'ntinp:s, theso studcntfl We're 

P()'!\1.:)l(~ ('nl '\t\ Itl1t.lnlly t'qttHi "AII pAt'ticipnnt to improve. 

'I'h'·l'(·l' r.!l'!', :)1) :':'r'!Otlt ell' pnt't.1c1I'nntn in th'~ projoct 01 thflr 
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1,'ABLE 2 

stn tus Chflnp,(~S of Stud€lnt Pn:rtici pnn ts from Intt.ial to Finn.l 
Testing as Inclicnted on tho. A-P 5cnlo ['or Enpli.sh Compl"ehenaion - l'lnp:roVi~;-~Chllnp,e Initial Rntlnps Poorer 
Score No. No. % No. ~ No. ~ -A L~h 0 0 ~~ , 42 0 0 

B 34 22 21 .2 12 0 0 c 21+ 21 20 3 3 0 0 
D 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ii: 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1.1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 

'-'rotal 1014- 45 1+3 59 57 0 0 
w'~ 

comprehens ion, while IS PDI'cent did not 1'100 t the ovttlufl tion 

objective. 
The 1'ourth ElvulufJ.tion objective stated ~ "To determine 

the extont to which tho prop::rruil 1s implemented, and the extent 

to which the prop:l"nl'1 con~onl}s to the desct'iption in the p:roRrrun 

proposR.l in torn.s of the dl\tos of ope:rntion, s tnff, object! Vt'3, 

equipment, fl.ctivities, nnd instr\l..r~entt\tion. Tho only n'lHjor 

deviation from the pt'oposnl wns in terl'l'lll of tho tnl"p(~t popula­

tion. An discusaod in Ch~pt~r II, tho proposAl speclflod 8 

tn:r~ot populntlon of J2B. DUl"in/t. tho ton Month$ 1n which tho 

PI'ORI'tUTl wn~ in O!,(H'lltioll, ~~37 pnrttcipnnts ware served. It 

1s impossible to accur~tply predict t~o targot populution 

within n detentIon ihstitution no:r to dUCU:rO pre- nnd post­

tos t d,\ tl\ on 10rtn tos Wh091l a tny Is I' 01' Il vory brief dUrntlon. 

Tho:refo:r(', tf.'S t dntn included only thc)se p~).:rtlc1plUlta who 

wero on:'olleci in tho Pl'Of~l'FU' J.'o:r 11 month 0:' mo:re. a toto.l of 

2~6 pnrtlcipnnt9. 

Tho fllcilIti()s WOl'e (1;el'101'o11y nd~qunte. Tho mntodnls 

10 
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usod in the rending nnd mathomntics components woro limited. 

There WRS ~ lack of student Hor\cbooKS, educntiona.l R/Ul100, nnd 

manipulntive materillls in tho mathematics labol'ntori0s~ 1be 

road1ng laboratory Was equipped with software but there were 

no controlled renders nor hardware mAterials. 

ReCOInnlOndntions fl'OIll the 197J~71+ evnluation stUCl,; for 

the Women's House of De tontlon' Prop;rrun wel'a flS follows: 

1. The needs of the fem~le inmates stron~ly suggest 
that follow-up educational and counsoling activities 
in communities to which tho~HJ tltudents return attdr 
releAse. would Rs~lst then in readjustment ho their 
COl11muni ties. 

2. Extension of school program buyund tbi'l 3 p.m. dead­
line. Hany female inmates who would benet'it from 
pro,"rruns need to \'[ol'k d\lrinf; school hours to er.rn 
enouph to supply small htXU1'ies. Fl.oxib:tlltyof 
scheduling Rnd nllocnti0n of personnel would benefit 
mnny oi' these workinf, imtJato8. 

Neither of the:1e recommendntions was implemented durlnp; .tho 

currer.' avnluntlve period due to restrictions in the Title 1 

guidellnes in terms of supportinp, Off-island guld~nce services 

nnd fisenl lim! tltt.ions in providing nfter school sel"V'lccs. 

Reco~endations fro:'l tho 1973-71~ eVnlulJ.tion study for the 

Hon 1$ House of Detention ProF(t'l'Un Not'a ns follows: 

1. Increnninp, nu..llbers of men who aro not .fluent in 
!:.."n~~lish nrc being sontenced to the Hon IS House ot: 
Dotontion. To hnndlo this chnnp;inp; inmate popUla­
tion. the nddi tion of now bil1n~llal and/or' f]ndiah 
as a socond InnRungo tonchors would be ndvlcablo. 

~. Mochlmiamn fol.' allowing both male nnd toma.lo a tudonts 
to ntt.end clnss without. 103s of monies oarned to 
pr186n jobd Would grontly incronso the attrnctlvon6ss 
of I'\ttc.ndin~ school. Perhaps n r01EH\lH')d timo eould 
bo arl'nnp:od in school. 

Tho first recotrrmondntic.m loln!! implomented by nddln~~ nn Hnp,lish 

11 
..... 
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f\3 n second lnnpuf.lge component to th(l prop.rom. star fed by 

thrt'!€1 tenchtH's nnd nccorrUllodnting lO!t s tudnntn. A limitod 

budgot for tho Depnrtmont of Corrections rostricted the 

implmnont(ttiol1 of ebe second recommendntion" 

\~ 
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t,' CHAPTBR IV 

! 1 SUH}1AHY OF MAJOH l<'INDINGS, COIWLUSIONS, AliD HL~()0111,l~NDA'rrONS 
.' 1 
r~ 'l'wo of the oVllluRtion objoc.tiven woro nchlovod to (\ 

~ . oiRnlflcant oxt~nt: that 13, nn a result of pnrticipRtion 

"' 

in tho rendll1~ and l1luthemnticll compononts of tho progl"nrn, tho 

ronding and mathemutics grades at studonts showod u signlfioant 

d1.1'fol'enco be twoen tho rea.l pos t .. tOB tscor'o nod tho nnticipf\t~ld 

post-test score. The ovaluation objective, denlirw with 

il'O.p:'ovlnF the la.nguap.e facHi ty of students 'Who pnl'ticipntod 

1n the Enp,lish M a. socl)nd lnnp,ua./7,o compon~nt of tho proRr!\l1'l, 

tillS achievod by 6!t percent of tho participa.nts, who aHher 

improved or receivel' the highest possible rating, 1n tho nrea. 

of English spenkin~ ability 'and 85 ~rcont of tho pnrtl"tpnnta 

in the arens of r..np-lish comprohl)nsion. La!ltly, tho pl'ogNun 

implementation pl1l:'fllloled the pt'oF,ra.rn proposal. '11Hlreforo * 

bnnod upon the oxtent to ~/hich tho ovnluntion obJoctives vlora 

achiovod, it is ~tt'O;'~.lY l'ocorrunonded thnt the pr-orrr'fl.l1l btl l'{\cyclod. 

Site visits to the project, together with tho recor.tl1'.endationl.l 

of tho provious cvnluntivo period, pointod out thnt t.he proF'rf;l.lll 

could be ntrenhthened if the followlng l'e~orrtrrlen<1o.tlonJl urI) 

cons.idored: 

1. Presently, tnera 19 no guidance counsolor in the 

Women I s House of Dotention. The cl'enti()n ot' 0. 

g~idnnco counsolor position would coordinate the 

prop:rrun in to l:"J1t3 of tOl) tinR prlrtlcipantn t plnc~­

mont. coun!lollng, nnd .follow-up of tho women rU'toX' 

1:3 



thoir l'elonso in tCH'PlS of' devolopln~ 11l1son 

contacts in the community. 

2. 'rho rondinp, 1Ilbor'/\ tory in oqulppod with soft­

wnro kits nnd runding pockots, contR1n1nf contont 

nnterlnl '-Ihich 13 of limitod l'C'lovaMo to tho 

purticipantn. Bud~otin~ for hnrdwnro, such ns 

controllod landor9, CflS90tte tllpe pl"op'rl\JTlmod 

matoriAls, etc., would provldo an nddiilonnl 

lonrninR modality. 

3. Tho mnthomntfcs lnborntory 19 presently ualnp 

tORchor-m~d~ mntorlnln, which involvoD duplication. 

Tht'l bud~0t nl10uld bo oxpandod to Inc).u(!o pl~ov181on 

for $ tuden t WOl'l<bo\.~ks, oducu tlonnl ';ruTlOtl which IH'O 

mnth-oriontod, nnd athol' crnative, mnnlpulntivo 

rl'lR tcrinln. 

1·' 
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t!s(' Table 30A. for Historicl\D.!'grl's!.i..(~ D('sign (6-StC'p ~'N'mlllil) Cur 
Eni\lish): Matll (Non-English). 

30A. Stnnunrdlzpd Tpst RpsuIL~. 

Program for Adolescents (Xnle a d ~emale) 
in Corrective Institutions--Riker~ Island 

Rl'uding (English); Milth (l::ngUIJh); Ruauing (~llll-

[n thl' Table, bC'lnw,' ('nl('r till' rt'q'l('st,'d [('formati"n a\w\,( th~' t(>sts uSNl tl' (lvnlulIl(' th" l)ffH:'Liv('nE'ss (If major I-I 
prCljt'ct C'iJmpl'n"nts/(\{'t1vit{',~ irl 1\C'l1i,'ving ch'sll'hl llbj{'C'li\'l's. This fl'rn! roquirps rnPtlns l'ulOinl'd irom SCllrt's 49 
i.n till' [l'l'm lIf !; rEI.! (> "qllivn\('nt units IU" 1'l'I'e"ssl'd bv tl,,' h stl.'P fl'rn,ulu (S~" lJi!ltricl EVlIluat(\t"s IIllndbtl(lk lIf 
?!' 1 (:,l't (>~Lt.Y..!l..1J!.llt i.QILl~ ~J('J:st~~L':,~ I p. l, 'i - t,(1) • fit' [ur<' c;'mp L" ti n!! t b is r IIh I (', n'lld'''~ly''[~~;-t~-(,t PS '-7i~-;hn ddit i(l(~n \ 
shppts ii npct'hsllr~. 

lomp •• n( I" ~ I :'IeUvi ~\' II!'!:>! I Fu 
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11 Identify th~ trst usrd and Yfllr 0f publi~Btinn (~~r-SH, CAT-70. ptc.), 
l' TotnL numbpr of participants in the activity. 
J./ rdrntif~' tll(' parti.cipants by specific grlldro L,·\'(>L (, •• I'!., !!rnd,. 3, f:,rndp 5). 

the' IElst tWit digi ts of th,' cl.'mponC'nt codc-. 
!:,I Total nun:hpt of participonts includl·d in thE> pn' and P"sttt'Sl l'lIlculatll'ns. 
J2.1 Spl'cify l(>v('l pf statistical significnnc(' ('btllinl'd (!'og., p ~ .05; p-::"O\), 
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1" tll1!l tilblt.' entl~r I\U :> •• tJ !,,)!ts l:1rC'r~".! 1l1:\. 1'<~:\Jl'C'\'\ ~:!=<. itel': tlJO "n,1 tId'! fOrM. ll11rnnlciplllntll 
in elleh .:Ict1vLty CI.I!Jt b(~ ClCCI.hIllC,'.! for. 71.11 (;l.I~l'lIIH·nt tlnJ I1cti\'1tj' cl)Jca u~cd in cc:r,pl~tion of item ,\30 
uliould bll uIH'1i h"f!! 00 thl1t till! t\,!.:! ttlblcl> t,;ntc:" ;l1',1 Jl~ftn.tl\.':':> 1'1'1. ..... tlilllc for ~'urth~'r on!:uct1C.IlHl. 
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