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CHAPTIR 1: THE PRJUGRAM

. This project was designed to accommodnte 328 young
men and women, who were either serving prison aéntences or
awalting trial in the Rikers Island Penltentiary.. Public
School 189X, within the Ments House of Datention, was
designed for 268 sentenced and remanded itmates, Public
School 233X, within the Women's House of Detention, planned
to serve 60 women through the project., These inmates ranged
in age from 16 to 21 years of age. These youhg people
voluntarlily electad to attend school during thelr confine~
ment; other options, such as Manpower Training and prison
employment were avallable.

Virtuslly the entire adolescent population on Hikers
Island 1s cducationally and culturally deprived. The men
selected for the reading and mathematics componsnts of the
project scorad betwsan 3.0 and 6.0 on the Wide Range
Achlevement Test and the women scored within the same range
on The Adult Basic Learning Examination. The pupils
selectod for inavruction using English n% a gsscond lenguags
HWore elther non-English speaking or had a language other
than English as their domlinant langusage.

. The purpose of this projoct was to improve the mathe
omntics skills of both the male and fomale populntion. = For
the malo population exclusively, the project was designad
to improve reading skllls and English usage and comprehonsion,
The project supplementod the regular tax levy inatructional

3
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program in mathematice and reading by providing remediation

and tutoring in these areas.

Specirically, the objectives of the project are listed

an followa:

1. To provide a remadlal readlng program so that
' male students will show a statistlcslly
significant differance betwesn the real post-
test scoro and the asnticipated post-test score,.

2. To provide s remedlal mathematlics progran so
that male asnd female students will show a
statlatically significant difference betwsen

the rer)l post-test score and the anticipated
post-teast score.

3. To provide a program in Engllsh as a second
language so that male studonts will improve in
their English laenguage facllity as determined
by the A ~ F rating scale,

The project estagblished a mathematics laboratory in the

women's prlson, stalfed by a mathematlcs teacher and a
student ailde. in the men's prison, the project established

reading and mathematics laboratories, three classes in

English as a second language, a cloth cutting and spreading

" ¢lass, emphasizing the application of reading and mathematics

skills in a vocatlonal area, and an educational guldance
program. The scheduling of classes ranged from two to four
hours weekly in these areas., The staffing in the monts
division consisted of two reading and mathematics teachers,
three English as a second language teachers, one vocational
training toﬁchor, two guidanceo counselors, and a gecretary.

The project was opoerational from September 1, 1674
through June 30, 1975.
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CHAPTER II: EVALUATIVE PROCEDURES

There were four objectives of evaluatlion, which are

listed as rollows:

1. As a result or participation in the reading
component of the Program for Adolescents in
Gorrective Imstitutions, the reading grade of .
the students will show a statistically signifi-
cant difference between the real post-test acore
and the anticipated post-test score.

2. As a result of participation in the mathematics-
ocomponant of the Program for Adolescents in
Corrective Institutions, the mathematica grade
of the students will show a statistically
slgniflicant difference bestween the real post-
test score and the anticipated post-test acore.

3. As a result of participation in the English as
& second language component of the program,
students will improve at leact ona scale point
in their English language Tacllity ns determined
by the A-F scale developed by the New York City
Eoard of Fducation for rating pupilst ability to
use the English language. '

li« To determine the extent to which the program is
implemented, and the extont. to which the progran
confc.oms to the description in the program proposal.

All subjects who particlpeted in the program for a

rinimum of one month wore tested. The pre-testing date was
Septembsr 20, 1974 and the post-testing date was May 6,
1975. However, the inmate population fluctuated during the
academic year, so that pre- and post-testing of inmates,
whose conriﬁement was of short durstion, was conducted on

an ongoing bauls. . _
It should be noted thet the proposal specified a target
population of 328, including 268 men and 60 women., During
tho ten months in which the progrom wes in operation, 437
participants wers éerved, including 350 men and 87 women.
0
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The length of enrollment in the program ranged from a few
duys for some particlpants to the entire ton months for
others., The moan treatment length was three and one-halr
montha. It was impossible to peat-tost a substantial numbar
ol the participants, particularly those who were awalting
trial, Therefore, complete test data wore obtained for only
226 participants, including 176 men and 50 women,

The instruments used during both testing periods
included tho Wide Range Achlevemnnt Test in reading and
mathematics for men, the Acdult Basice Loarning kxamination
in mathematics for women, and the A-F Rating Scale in Ennlish
ugage and comprehension.

Historical regression anulysis was used to determine
the predicted post-test group score, and the correlated t-
test was used to test for significant differences botwoen |

the group predicted post-test mean and the actunl post-tegt ‘

mean of the group,.
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CHAPTER XIX: PINDINGS

The first ewvaluacion objective stated: "As a result of
participation in the reading component of the project, the
reading grado of the students will show a significant difference
botween the real post-test score and the anticlipated nost-~lLesy
scoro." Data analysis revaaled that, for the 176 men who wore
tested Iin this component of the project, the t-ratio was
16.339 (p<.00Ll), based on pre- and poat-test sccres on the
¥Wide Range Achinsvemant Test,

The second evaluation objective stateds "As a rasult
of participation in the mathematics component of tho project,
the mathematics grade of the students will show e significant
differanco betweon the real post-test écoro rnd ths anticlpated
post-test score," Data analysls revealed that, for the 176
men who were tosted in thls component of the project, the
teratio was 10,301 {p <2.001), based on the pra- and peoat-test

gcores on the Wide Range Achlevenment Test, For the $0 woman

in the mathematica project, the teratio was 3.109 (p=.01),

based on the pre-~ and post-test scores on the Adult Basle
Learning EZxaminatlion, |

The third svaluation objective steted: "As a result of
?ﬂ?ticipntion In the 2nclish as n second lenguape componant
of the.project, students will improve at lesst ons scals
peint in tholr English lankurge facility as determined by
the A-F scale for ratinz pupilst gbillty to use the Ingliah
lanpunge." Table 1 shows tho status changes of students

Trom infitinl to final testing, as indicated on the A~F acale

for Spuoeking Ability. Among the 104 male adolescents, who
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TABLE 1

Status Changee of student P&Ptlbipﬂnto from Initial to Final
Testing as Lndlcated on the A-F 3Scale for Speaking Ability

Infitia) 'Rntinpz hnprovAng No Change | Poorer
Score No. No. 4 No. 2 | No. ¥
TRTTTTTTTR T T g 0 37 36 0 0
B 26 0 0 26 25 | 0 0
g 37 25 2L, 12 11 0 0
D 2 Q a ¢] QO 0 0
B 1 1 1 0 0 0 0
¥ TR FUE- TR SN SO 0_| 0 0
Total 10k 29 28 78 72 | o0 0

pnrtlcianod in this componvnt of Lthe pror“qm, 29 students

or 24 percent Improved: 75 students or 72 percent showed no

clinnre: ani ho partielpants scored poorer on the final

testine, It should be noted that prarticipants initially

rated "A" could not lrprove, since they oripinally received th
rdghest ratine.  In splte of high ratines, these students were
included in the project because Enrlish was their second langunre.
Therefore, €4 pereent of the participants in t.e project elther
improved or recelved the hirhest possible ratine in Hnplish
speaicing ability, However, 38 students or 34 vercent ¢i¢d not

reat the evaluation oblective, Table 2 shown the status changes

of student particijwants Crom inltinl to final testine as indleated
on the A-P senle for sncrlish comprohension.  Among the 104 mnle
adolenconts, ;U students or 43 percent improved: 59 atudcnts or

57 nercent ahoved na chanee: and no participants scored poorer on
the Uinal testine.  Apraln, 4t should be noted that Lt was not
posaldle (a1 an tnitlally rated "AY participant to improve, T
Therefore, 3% rorecnt of participants in the project elthnr
improved or recefved the hirhest poasible rating in English

Y
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TABLE 2

Status Changes of Student Participants from Initial to Final
Testing as Indicated on the A-F Scalo for Enplish Comprehension

Initial Ratings Improving No Change Poorer

Score No. o, % No. % No., %
A Wy 0 0 bl ho 0 0
B 3l 22 21 12 12 0 0
c 2l 21 20 3 3 0 0
D C 0 0 0 0 0 0
E 1 1 1 0] 0 0 0
B 1 1 1 0 0 0 0

Total 104 L5 W3 59 57 0 0

comprehension, while 1% percent did not moet the evaluation

objective,
The fourth evaluation objective stated: "To determine

the extont to which the program i1s implemented, and the extent
to which the progran conforms to the description in the program
proposal." The program implemantetion paralleled the program
proposal in termg of the dates of operation, staff, objectives,
equipment, activities, and instrumentation. Tho only major
deviation from the proposal was in terms of the target popula~
tion. As discussed in Chapter II, the proposal specified a
target population of 328. During the ten months in which the
program was in operatlon, 437 particlipants were served., It

13 impossible to accurately predict the targot population
within a detentlon institution nor to secure pre- and post-
test data on lnmates whosn atay is for g very brief duration,
Therefore, test datn included only those participanta who

were cnrolled in the program for a month or rmore, a totel of

2¢6 partlcipanty,

The facilitles were genorally andequate, The materials

10
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used in the reading and mathemallcs components were limited.
Thers was 4 lack of student workbooks, educational gpames, and
mgnipulative materials in the mathematics labvoratories, The

reading laboratory was equipped with goftware but there were
nc controlled roaders nor hardware materiels.

Recommendations from the 19753~74 evaluation stua, for
the Women's House of Detention Program were as follows:

1. The needs of the female ilnmates strongly suggest
that follow-up educational and counseling activities
In communities to whiech those students return aftar

release, would assist them in readjustment to thelr
copmunities,

2. Extension of gchool program bsyond the 3 p.m, dend-
line, Many female inmates who would benefit from
programs need to work durling school hours to esrn
enough to supply small luxuries., Flexibllity of
scheduling and allocativn of personnel would benefit
many of these working inmates.

Neither of these recommendations was implemented during the
currer’ evaluative perlod due to regstrictions in the Title 1
guldelines in terms of supporting off-island guldance services
and flseal limitations in providing after school services.

Recommendations from the 1973-7i evaluntion study for the
Ments House of Detentlon Program were as follows:

1. Increasing nunbers of man who are not fluent in
En+lish are beling sentenced to the Ments House of
petention. To handle this ¢hanging inmate popula-~
tion, the addition of new bilingual and/or Enelish
as a gecond languagoe toachors would be advigable.

2. Mochanismg for allowing both male and female students
to attend ¢lass without loss of monles earned to
prigdén Jobs would groatly lncrease the attractiveness
of anttending school, Perhaps a released tims could
be arranged in achool.

The first recommendntion was implemented by adding an BEnglish
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as a second lanpuage component to the program, staffed by
three teachers and accommodating 104 students, A limited
budget for the Department of Corrections regstricted the
implementation of vhe gsecond recommendation.
=N
£
12

e i e e Ay AR TR
PRSI PO W RS SPHE S E,  FRRSPAC IO N SEERNPRL TR S LS




“l0-
CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY OF MAJOR FINDINGS, CCONCLUSIONS, AND ReCOMMeNDATIONS

Two of the av“luétion objoctives waré achioved to a
aignifiéant oxteant: that 13; as a result of participation
in the réndlng and mathematicas components of the program, the
reading and mathematlics gradea of studenta showed a significant
difference betwsen tho real post-test scora and the anticipated
poat-test score,. The evaluation objective, denling with
improving the language facllity of students who participated
in the Enplish as a second lanpuage componant of the program,
was achleved by 6! percent of the participants, who elther
improved or received the highest possible rating, in the narea
of English speaking abllity and 85 percent of the participants
in the arens of Enplish comprehension, Lastly, the program
implementation paralleled the program proposal. Therefora,

baaed upon the extent to which the evaluation objectives were

achleved, it 13 stro-«iy recommended that the proprnh be recycled,

3ite vislts to the project, together with the recommendations
of the provicus evaluative period, polnted out that the program
could be atrengthened L1 the following recommendations are
congldered:
1. Presgsently, tnere is no guldance counselor in hhé>
. Women's House of Detentlon. The creation of a
guidance counselor position would coordingte the
program in terms of toesting participante, place-

mont, counselling, and follow-up of the womon after

13
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thelr release in terms of developing lisson
contacts in the community.

The reading laboratory is oquippud with soft-

ware kits and reading packets, containing contant

materinl which is of limited relevance to .the
pnrticipanta. Budgeting for hardware, such ns
controllod 1aaders, casgsotte tape propgrammed
matorials, ete., would provide an additionnl
loarning modality.

The mathematics laboratory 1s presently using

taacher-mnda materials, which involves duplication,
The budget should ba expanded to inclucde provision

for gstudent workbooks, educatlional gamos which are

math~oriented, and other creative, manipulntivo

materinls,

1l




.

b

R b s s ks

Use Table 30A,
English); Math (Non-English).

304,  Standardized Test Resulls,
In the Table below, enter the requested teformation about the tests used te evaluate the offecliveness
project components/activitivs in achivving desived objectives.
in the form of grade vquivalent units as pyocessed by the 6 step formula (see Digtyiect PFvaluator's Hand
Selected bvaluation Fiocedures, p. 45-49),

e s
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o .,;F:'?'“','-'\‘ T N [ R O SR TR
i R b L b Ao AR
B/ 65751 85% |
Program for Adolescents (Male anl
in Corrective Institutions--Rike

for Historical Regression Dosipn (6-Step Formula) for Reading (English); Math (Englisih); Reading

T T EROPRR IR
o T Lt
P WAL AL AT V.Y a8 TR e}

ie

This form requives means cbtained trom

d Yemale)

rq Island
{(Non-

of wa jor 'Zgl
seures -
hook_of

Before complvting this table, read all footnotes. Attach a

sheets 11 necessars.

dditional

T T B R A R . - T
Componert 1 Activity Test Forn i loevel !u%al Lreup Sumber o Pretest Prodicted] Actual Obhtaindg Leﬁ?Ti’
Code FooCode JUsead e TGS B e [Bas U 9T L 1D, testea®! I Date Mean | Posttest Posrrest ! Value! fgignit-
’ . _ A VR RN T N B Mean _JJM\Ln Mean!  of ¢t icance
6i0l9i1] 67! 20! ' 1 5rade; : o
: H H - R | v : ' o J N . . i A * .
o Pilio T A0 whia L B350 01 76 19/Ta ekl 058 15/75.98 1h.3000€.00) b, 3,180X
. ¢ 90 3 " . - ¢ oraae , . ' ol -
6708267 20 ML,IA BT IT 350 | 7p7y5 176 [9/Tait.uT) 4.60 |5/754.60 16,336p%.00L P.S 189X
. « . : Grade. o | [ o \
6109 |2 6/7| 20 ABLEIA | BT |IT| 87 |77093 50 19/74]4.51 1.66 5/755.03 3.109 |ps.01| P.s.233%
d
'
! ;
! |
1/ Tdentify the test used and year of publidation (MAL-58, CAT-70, etc.).
2/ Total number of participants in the activity,
3/ Identify the participants by specific grade level (e.g., grade 3, grade 5). bhere several grades are combined|, enter

the last twa
Total nusher

digits of the component code.
of participants included in the pre and posttest caleculations,

S/ Specify level of statistical significance obtained le.g., p = .05} p<.01),
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