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This State Court Case/oad Statistics: Annua/ 
Report, 1975 is the first such document ever to be 
published containing statistical caseload data com­
piled on a national basis from the annual reports of 
each state court system. It is' the result of a 
cooperative effort of the Nati(\nal Center for State 
Courts and the Conference of State Court Adminis­
trators to develop within the National Center a 
national data base of state court caseload statistics. 

The first report uses as a base year the state 
judicial statistics reports for the calendar year 1975. 
It contains data reflecting judicial caseloud activity 
in each general and appellate jurisdiction state court. 
Subsequent annual reports will be expanded to 
reflect caseload activity in limited and special 
jurisdiction courts. 

Questions of validity and accuracy of source data, 
as well as caveats regarding variation in reporting 
periods, court organization, subject matter jurisdic­
tion, and definItions used among the states, make it 
imperative that the data contained in this report be 
used wit1;l extreme caution. Care must be exercised in 
attempting to compare even the broadest categories 
of caseflow for 1975. Direct comparisons of the 
statistics in the tables for any two jurisdictions 
presented in this report are quesHonable and quite 
invalid. Meaningful comparisons among the jurisdic­
tions require more complete imformation about each 

The Conference of State Court Administrators has 
given its support to the National Court Statistics 
Project which will establish in the National Center 
for State Courts the capability of gathering, analyz­
ing, and disseminating statistical information on.1l. 
each state court system in the nation. The project has 
been made a cooperative effort between COSCA and 
NCSC by giving policy control and direction over 
the project to an advisory committee of state court 
administrators selected by COSCA. 

This first annual report deals primarily with 
information relating to the appellate and general trial 
courts of the several states. Plans are being developed 
to include courts of limited and special jurisdiction in 
future efforts. 

The scope of this report is limited and pertains 
only to calendar year 1975. Since that year there have 

jurisdiction's court structure, operating procedures, 
statistical reporting procedures, and demographic 
characteristics. 

This first annual report has probably been the 
most difficult one to compile because methodology 
had to be developed that would take into account, all 
the limitations on the use of the data displayed. 
Although the addition of limited jurisdiction court 
data in the 1976 annual report may create additional 
problems, the National Center has been heartened by 
the expressions of interest and cooperation coming 
from court personnel all over the country. With few 
exceptions, they demonstrated an inter~.st in helping 
the National Center to develop an accurate natin,nal 
data base of state court caseload statistics. The 
assistance and leadership of the Conference of State 
Court Adnlinistrators, and especially the National 
Court Statistics Project's Advisory Comm.lttee 
chaired by James R. James, have been invaluable in ' 
bringing order out of the present confusion. 

Edward B. McConnell 
Director 
National Center for State Courts 

been changes in court structure and reporting 
procedures in several of the . individual states. This 
report should provide a baseline from which to 
measure the effects of such changes. 

Persons making use of this book are requested to 
read and be guided by the introductory section and, 
in particular, the restrictions set forth therein. Any 
atteli1pt to compare the caseload data of the states is 
risky and should not be attempted. 

~R~ 
James R. James, Chairman 
NCSP Advisory Committee 
Conference of State Court Administrators 
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Highlights 

Substantial effort by the National Court Statistics 
Project (NCSP) staff and the Conference of State 
Court Administrators Advisory Committee was 
required to develop a methodology for displaying 
nationwide state court caseload for the first annual 
report. puring preliminary attempts to aggregate 
available statistics into specific ,groupings, it became 
obvious that any realistic compilation must have a 
structure. derived from, not superimposed upon, the 
data reported by the states. The structure of this 
report reflects that orientation and emphasis, and the 
1:unll'nary statistics presented here reflect the existing 
situation .in state court statistics because of it. 

One general observation can be made about 1975 
state court caseflow: the number of catles pending in 
state courts increased between the end of 1974 and 
the end of 1975. At the appellate court level, using 
estimated national totals, the increase in pending 
cases for all appellate courts was 14 percent. 
Breaking this down, intermediate appellate courts 
showed an increase of 18 percent, while pending 
cases in courts of last resort increased 6 percent. At 
the general jurisdiction court level, the number of 
cases pending was 9 percent higher at the end of 1975 
than it was at the end of 1974, with pending civil 
cases increasing least in percentage terms (8 percent), 
but most in absolute numbers (151,240). Conversely, 
juvenile cases pending increased most in percentage 
(15 percent), but this was based on a relatively small 
number of cases (10,927). Overall, it can be said that 
there was more progress in containing the increase in 
absolute number of pending criminal and juvenile 
cases than civil cases, even though all types of cases 
pending increased compared to the prior year. 

For the reader of this document, cautionary notes 
necessarily abound. Because of many state-to-state 
variations in the kinds of data reported, the summary 
tables in this annual report do not permit extensive, 
valid, dir.ect comparisons of caseflow among states 
without careful examination. of all the factors 
involved in assuring that .the data are comparable. 

vi 

Variations in data availabilitYI court organization, 
subject matter jurisdiction, definitions of cases and 
units of count, reporting periods, and the degrees of 
completeness and accura~y of data all combine to 
make 'cross-ju!isdictional comparisons extremely 
complex. Moreover, the lack of verified multi-year 
caseload data makes it difficult to reach valid 
conclusions regarding caseload and caseflow trends. 

In terms of the structure of this annual report, 
summary statistical tables in Part I were constructed 
from the individual court profiles for all the states 
found in Part II. Data were first compiled into 
nationwide volume statistics (beginning pending, 
filings, dispositions, and end pending), and then the 
volume statistics were broken down where pose~ble 
into broad category classifications, which were 
chosen to reflect the kinds of data being reported by 
the states. This approach required initial preparation 
of an overview court organization chart and an 
individual statistical profile for each state's appellate 
and general jurisdiction courts. The resulting docu­
mentation comprises Part II of this report. 

Data availability has improved greatly from the 
first half of this century, when the first national 
compilation of caseload data was attempted. For 
example, a summary of the current availability of 
common caseload statistics (including computed 
data) is giv~n below: 

Number 01 .tat.. reponing gro •• volume data In 1975 
.or mo.t common ca.. eategorl •• 

Case eJ/tegory by court level Beginning End 
pending Flied DlspoMd pending 

Courta 01 I .. , ...-t: 
AppealS 26 .... 41 27 
Original proceedings 15 33 30 16 
Requeals 10 appeal 12 26 23 12 

,nIermIcIj ... Ippe/I ... courta: 
Appeals 17 23 22 17 
Original proceedings 6 10 10 6 
ReqUMt. to appell .. 5iJ 5 .. 

, Courta 01 genere' lurt.cllctlon: 
ClvU 35 .... .... 35 
Crlmlnll 34 .... .... 34 
JlMnU. 14 22 21 14 



Available data were classified into major Imrnmary 
categories that are roughly comparable from state to 
state. For appellate courts the most comm(m break­
down beyond that shown above was a separation 
within the "appeals" category into civil and criminal 
appeals. The most cornmon tlpe~ of appellate 
dispositions reported were: OIaffirmed," "reversed," 
and "dismissed." Written opinions were the most 
common method of disposition reported, used by 40 
of the S3 courts of last resort -and 19 of the 28 
intermediate appellate courts. Only 13 courts of last 
resort and 9 intermediate appellate courts reported 
time interval data. Differences in case processing 
terminology often resulted in different time spans 
being measured. At a minimum, the reported data 
generally attempted to measure the interval from 
notice of appeal or filing to final disposi­
tion/decision/opinion. This span reflects the total 
time for appellate processing. 

Of the 44 states and the District of Columbia from 
which statistics for courts of general jurisdiction were 
avaiiable, aU but two reported - gross filing and 
disposition data. Most states reported many more 

civil than crir.ninal case categories. Fifteen major civil 
case categories used by the NCSP in compiling this 
annual report were derived from the approximately 
200 separate civil case categories used by the 44 
reporting states and D.C. Likewise, seven case 
categories were derived from the 77 reported name 
titles for criminal cases. Complete volume data for 
juvenile cases (beginning pending, filings, disposi­
tions, end pending) were reported by generaljurisdicu 

tion courts in 13 states and the District of Columbia. 
Time data on case processing at the general juriSdic­
tion level were extremely limited. Only 12 states 
reported age of pending statistics in 1975, while only 
.5 states reported age at disposition. 

The detail charts and statistical profiles in Part II 
are helpful references because they indicate not only 
the organization and subject matter jurisdiction of 
'the courts in each state, but also the differences in 
reporting periods, units 'J[ ~ount, and variations in 
case categories and cle,ssifica:tions. They show at Ii • 
glance how much data we!'e available for cOlilparison 
purposes. 

\' 
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Introduction 

The first annual report of state court statistics is 
the product of a cooperative effort of the Conference 
of State Court Administrators and the National 
Center for State Courts. Operational management of 
this undertaking is provided by the National Court 
Statistics Project (NCSP) of the National Center for 
State Courts (NCSC), with advisory supervision by 
th~) Conference of State Court Administrators (COS­
CA). 

Nallonal Court StatistIc. Project 

The purpose of the National Court Statistics 
Project is to develop and implement a program to 
collect and report all available court caseload 
statistics from the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. The project will establish within the 
National Center for State Courts the ongoing 
capability to gather, analyze, and disseminate cred­
ible caseload data from each ...tate court system. 

During its first year, the project produced two 
major documents. The first was State Court Caseload 
Statistics: The State of the Art. That report provides a 
historical and contemporary survey of problems, 
successes, and failures to collect and disseminate 
state court caseload statistics on a national basis. 

State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report, 
1975 is the second report. This first annual report 
demonstrates the feasibility of producing an ongoing 
series of annual reports that accurately depict the 
caseloads of state courts. The two reports and their 
appendices are the first step in establishing a 
permanent data base of state court caseload statis­
tics. This data base will enable the state judiciaries to 
depict their trial and appellate court workloads' in 
much the same manner that criminal justice agencies 
are able to demonstrate increases or decreases in 
their respective workloads. 

Project goals 

One goal of the National Court Statistics Project is 
to provide state court caseload data that are 
comparable across jurisdictiona1 boundaries. As the 
quality of data improves from year to year, future 
reports will provide data that will permit compari~ 
sons. 

Court caseload statistics are needed by local courts 
and by administrative offices of state courts for 
operational, management, and planning purposes. 
There are many potential uses for reliable state c·iJurt 
statistics that are comparable across state lines. 
Interstate comparison of statistics can help to 
identify 
-national trends in litigation ilnd other court 

activities; 
-evolving caseload problems; 
-effects oflong-term programs and legislation; 
-court systems that are operating effectively so that, 

where applicable, their successful programs and 
procedures can be identified and shared; 

-the impact on the courts of organizational, 
procedural, and structural changes in the states; 
and 

-the need for revised court budgets or additional 
judiCial resources. 
Legislative and executive agencies-both state and 

national-require data in order to plan for the types 
of court facilities and support resources (personnel, 
fmancial, and technical) likely to be most needed in 
future years. Comparable state statistics can also 
serve an important educational function. All 
branches of government, the public at large, individ­
ual litigants, and the media have a stake in our 
justice system, and their awareness and understand~ 
ing of the courts' operations are essential if they are 
to playa positive role in the administration of justice. 

The National Court Statistics Project, through t¥s 
and subsequent annual reports, hopes to develop and 
disseminate state court caseload data that can. serve 
these many needs. ' 

SCOIMt 0' the report 

The number and types of topical categories that 
can be displayed in this first report are limited by the 
quality and quantity of data available. Future annual 
reports will incorporate increasing amounts and 
types of data, will} the eventual goal of assembling all 
available caseload data from all major courts within 
each state. . 

Data for 1975 were collected from the 50 states 
and the District of Columbia. Although data were 

1 
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obtained from Puerto Rico, they could not be 
translated in time for inclusion in this report, but the 
scope of subsequent reports will be broadened, if 
possible, to include American Samoa, Guam, Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands, the Marianas, and the Trust 
Territories of the Pacific. 

This first annual report is limited to presentation 
of available caseload data for state appellate courts 
and trial courts of general jurisdiction. Data from 
limited or special jurisdiction courts (for example, a 
Land Court) were included if these courts were 
staffed by general jurisdiction court judges. In order 
to permit subject matter comparisons across state 
lines, four topical tables showing cases adjudicated in 
either general or in limited and special jurisdiction 
courts have also been included. These tables show 
cross-jurisdictional statewide category totals for 
Juvenile, domestic relations, probate, and mental 
health l cases. 

Appellate courts are subdivided into courts of last 
resort (the final court of appeals within a particular 
state) and intermediate appellate courts (courts in 
which the primary work is the disposition of initial 
appeals received from trial courts of general jurisdic~ 
tion or administrative agencies, and in which some 
decisions are subject to appeal or review by the court 
of last resort). 

As defined in this report, a court was considered to 
be a general jurisdiction trial court if it met one of 
the following criteria: 
-the individual state considers it a general jurisdic­

tion court; 
-felony cases are tried and felony sentences given; 

or 
-the judges of the court are general jurisdiction 

court judges sitting on temporary assignment. 
All other courts were classified as limited or special. 
jurisdiction courts. 

Because at least 30 states use the calendar year as 
the reporting period, the calendar year was chosen as 
the unit of analysis. Of the remaining states, 11 
publish general jurisdiction ceplrt caseload data on a 
fiscal year basis, and most of these begin the fiscal 
year on July 1. There is even more variety in 
reporting periods at the appellate court level, where 
reference periods may be calendar year, fiscal year, 
or court terms. Therefore, even though calendar year 
1975 was chosen as the case reporting period for this 
annual report, data for that time span could not be 

IThe classification categories used by the NCSP are shown in 
boldface throughout this report. 

obtained for all states. Calendar year data were 
specifically requested from appellate courts and were 
used, when available, rather than published fiscal 
year data. In a few states, statistics from two fiscal 
year reports could be merged into one set of calendar 
year statistics. For those states where calendar year 
data were una,vailabIe, fiscal year 1974-75 was 
accepted as the case-reporting period. 

For purposes of this report, fiscal year refers to any 
noncalendar-year reporting period. Fiscal years do 
not all begin at the same time, although July is the 
most common starting month. The exact reporting 
periods used by each court can be found on the 
court's statistical profile in Part II of this report. 

Methodology employed 

The sources of data for the tables presented in this 
report are published annual reports provided by the 
states and unpublished statistical material requested 
of and supplied by state court administrators and 
appellate court clerks. (Appendix A of this report 
provides a matrix indicating the source of data for 
each state.) 

In addition to a review of all published and 
unpublished data received from the states, this report 
includes a study of all available reporting forms and 
instructions which the states utilized to collect 
caseload statistics from their respective courts. 
Additional relevant information was secured from 
appropriate personnel in each of the 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. Published information on 
reporting-category classifications, terminology, defi­
nitions, and data-collection instructions was not 
always available; therefore, telephone discussions 
with state court administrators or their staff and 
appellate court clerks were essential in clarifying 
ambiguous points. As the project progressed, addi­
tion~l telephone contact and follow-up correspon­
dence were used to collect missing data, confirm the 
accuracy of available data, and ascertain the jurisdic­
tion of each court. 

In the absence of explanations from the states 
themselves regarding jurisdictional data, information 
presented in the National Survey of Court Organiza­
tion was used.2 Beyond this, information was collect­
ed on the number of judges per court (or court 
system), the size of state popUlations (based on 1975 
Bureau of the Census estimates), other 1975 demo-

2U.S. Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, National 
Survey of Court Organization (Washington, D. C.: U.S. Govt. 
Print. OtT., 1973). Supplements published in 1975 and 1977. 



graphic data, and any special characteristics 
regarding a particular jurisdiction's sUbject matter 
or court structure. 

The quality and quantity of data received deter~ 
mined the case categories used in this first report. 
Compilation efforts focused on the establishment of 
both valid and comparable case categories. These 
case categories appear as the principal headings in 
the summary tables in Part I and in each court's 
profile in Part lI. 

After .case categories were established for display 
of available case data, a profile of each state's courts 
was constructed. Each state's profile contains the 
following information: 
-a chart depicting the organization of the court 

system within a state, the jurisdiction and route of 
appeal of each court, the number of judges, 
information on trials; and 

-a set of tables containing the data received from 
each state court (or court system). 

Terminology used by each state is displayed on each 
court's profile as subheadings under the main 
headings; the main headings are categories that the 
National Court Statistlcs Project used uniformly for 
aU the states. For example, an "Application for 
Leave to Appeal" was classified as a request to appeal 
in all tables. Explanations that were used in source 
documents to clarify a state's data, along with the 
project staff's explanations to clarify staff's arrange~ 
ment of that data, are included, where appropriate, 
as footnotes in each court's profile. 

Verlllcation of data 

With the cooperation of the Conference of State 
Court Administrators, all data were submitted to the 
appropriate state court administrator's office for 
review and verification. An additional check was 
provided through the cooperation of the National 
Conference of Appellate Court Clerks (NCACC), 
which invited NCSP staff to submit appellate court 
data for review and verification to the appropriate 
clerk of the appellate court in each state. Finally and 
vitally important to the relevance and usability of 
this report, the structure and contents as well as the 
format, content, and limitations on all data tables 
have been reviewed and approved by the Conference 
of State Court Administrators' Advisory Committee 
to the National Court Statistics Project. 

Limitation. on un 01 dataill.played 

Although this is the first attempt by the National 
Center to produce a national-scope annual report of 
state court statistics, it is certainly not the first 
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undertaking in this field. An earlier survey of state 
court statistical reports, for example, found " ... 
significant differences in coverage, classification, 
terminology, and reference periods from State to 
State.") The age; quality, and quantity of data 
presented in this report require that the same kinds of 
differences noted in that earHer study be discussed 
here. 

Variations in reporting periods. This report reflects 
court organizations and jurisdictions as they existed 
in 1975. Court systems are not static entities. 
Significant jurisdictional changes have been made 
since 1975. For example, Kansas and Kentucky have 
since instituted unified court systems and established 
intermediate appellate courts. Hence, caution should 
be used in attempting to compare the data in this 
report with a state's current data. The organizational 
or juriSdictional characteristics of that state's court 
system may have been altered since 1975. 

As indicated on profile headings, some states 
report data by calendar year, some by fiscal year. 
Some report appellate court data by court term, and 
in some instances, appellate court terms run less than 
a year. Hence, even within the 1975 period used in 
this report, the time spans covered are not always 
directly comparable. 

Variations in court organization. In any comparison 
of statistics across state lines, differences in the 
organization of each state':; courts must be consid­
ered. In comparing court data, for example, it should 
be kept in mind that during 1975 
-two states had more than one court of last resort; 
-24 states had intermediate appellate courts; 
-the number of appellate justices per state (consid-

ering only full-time justices, without including 
part-time justices, commissioners, or temporary 
justices) varied from 3 to 58; and 

-the number of general jurisdiction court divisions 
per state ranged from 1 to 261. 

Variations in subject matter jurisdiction. The 
subject matter jurisdictions of both appellate and 
general trial courts also vary widely among the states. 
Some states have a dual appellate foute, one set of 
courts for civil matters and ·one set of courts for 
criminal cases. One of the primary determinants of 
the appellate jurisdiction of a court of last resort 

JU,S. Bureau of the Census, "Final Report Covering Research 
Preliminary to a National Survey of Court Caseloads" (Criminal 
Justice Statistics Branch, Governments Division, Bureau of' the 
Census, 1973), p. S. (Unpublished). 
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appears to be the presence or absence of an 
intermediate appellate court. Courts, of last resort in 
states with intennediateappellate courts generally 
have wide discretion in determining the matters they 
will hear. Appeals must generally be heard as Ii 
matter of right by intennediate appellate courts and, 
in states without intermediate appellate courts, by 
courts of last resort. In summaty,. appellate courts 
may have wide discretion, little or no discretion, or 
different degrees of discretion in determining the 
matters they will hear. These variations in jurisdic­
tion can affect or invalidate loosely structured 
caseload comparisons both within and among states. 

General jurisdiction courts show the same kin<;l of 
wide variation in the kinds of cases over which they 
have jurisdiction. Some general jurisdiction courts 
handle juvenile and probate matters, while others do 
not. The same is true for'civil and criminal matters. 
As one example, general jurisdiction courts in states 
with unified trial courts may be handling all cases 
from parking violations to felonies and froIn: small 
claims to the largest civil cases. An adjacent state 
may have general jurisdiction courts with a criminal 
division handling felony matters only·(after prelimi'­
nary hearing in a limited jurisdiction court) and a 
civil division handling no civil cases involving less 
than ten thousand dollars. In this example, both civil 
and criminal cases are handled at the general 
jurisdiction level in each state, yet a given court in 
another state may have only civil jurisdiction, only 
criminnl jurisdiction, or both, depending on the state. 
In sum, when comparing general jurisdiction court 
statistics, the differences in jurisdiction both within 
and among states must be taken into consideration. 

Variations in definitions .. Definition problems 
complicate the compilation of caseload data for both 
appella~e and general jurisdiction courts. The defini­
tions used by this project have been chosen for their 
practicality in facilitating the classification of the 
data gathered. Published source documents generally 
provide few, if any, definitions to assist in comparing 
statistics among states. Typically, supplementary 
definitional infonnation for general jurisdiction 
courts has to be obtained from state court adminis-

,trators. The same kind of infonnation regarding 
'appellate courts often has to be obtained from the 
clerk of each appellate court. Much of the definition­
al information used in the preparation of this report 
came from such ancillary sources and not from 
published material. 

For example, some states do not distinguish an 
appeal from motions and other procedural matters 

that. consume lninimal time. Some states report total 
cases processed by appellate courts without any 
indication as to what types of proceedings constitute 
the total, Other states include in their caseload only 
appeals that were decided on the merits. Classifica­
tion of the same kind of proceeding varies from state 
to state. Habeas corpus, for example, may be listed 
,by one state as a separate category, but classified in 
another state under any of three other categories­
appeals,original proceedings, or motions. To mini­
mize such classification problems in computing 
national caseload statistics, this report has defmed an 
appellate "case" to include any apI"eal, any original 
proceeding, <>r any request to appeal, and has grouped 
state data within these classifications wherever 
possible. 

The use of this broad definition of "case" does not 
completely solve the problem of comparability. For 
example, comparison of judicial productivity among 
courts that have an equal number of judges requires 
tliat each court define cases in a similar manner. An 

, analysis of judicial productivity among seven-judge 
courts of last resort in states with intermediate 
courts, revealed that the reported median number of 
,cases disposed per judge was 133.5, with a range 
from 65 to 530 in these courts. 

The mean (average) disposition rate for these 
courts was 182 cases per judge, with a standard 
deviation (a measure of variability) of 138 cases per 
judge. The extremely broad range of reported 
dispositions per judge, in courts with the same 
number of judges, makes the reported data and any 
ensuing attempt at comparison highly suspect, 
especially in view of the very high variance indicated 
by the high standard deviation. 

General jurisdiction courts have similar problems 
with definitions and with the unit of count utilized, 
especially in criminal cases. The most common unit 
of count in general jurisdiction criminal cases, used 
in 21 states, is the infonnation, indictment, or 
complaint (some states count criminal cases when the 
complant is filed, while others require an infonnation 
or indictment before a criminal case is counted). 
'There are 19 states that use the defendant as the unit 
of \;oun't-reporting as cases each defendant on each 
infonnation, indictment, or complaint. One state uses 
a~ the unit of count the case number assigned at 
arraignment; one state simply counts a "case." 

Units of count for civil cases in general jurisdiction 
courts present far fewer problems. There are 41 states 
that use filings as the unit of count in civil cases, -
that is, the point at which a case number is assigned. 



One state counts civil cases at the filing of a note of 
issue; one wpen the case is calendared; and yet 
another a~ time of first answer. One state reports that 
it does not have a specific unit of count for civil 
cases. A few have indicated that prescribed unit-of­
count definitions are not foilowed uniformly by their 
local courts. 

Information regarding the unit of count used by 
the various general jurisdiction courts is provided by 
footnotes in each appropriate statistical table within 
this report, In addition, Appendix C provides a 
summary of the units of count utilized by the general 
jurisdiction courts of each state. 

Variations in completeness and accuracy of data. 
Incomplete data and questionable accuracy of 
reported data have been a major concern to the staff 
of this project. At the. ~ppel1ate court level the 
amounts and types of data available (published and 
unpublished) had no common denominator. Some 
appellate courts reported no information; some 
reported very detailed filings, but no dispositions or 
pending cases; and some reported detailed disposi­
tions, but no filings or pending cases. There were 
very few states that consistently reported the volume 
of appellate court data by case category and by 
filings, disposition, and pending cases. There appears 
to be very little consensus among states as to the 
appellate case categories that should be reported. 

Overall, the general jurisdiction courts were more 
consistent in reporting 1975 data. All states were 
requested to provide caseload breakdowns for civil, 
criminal, and juvenile cases in their general jurisdic­
tion courts. While 6 states could provide no data at 
all, the remaining 44 and the District of Columbia 
provided at least criminal and civil breakdowns for 
total cases processed in 19.75. There were 22 states 
and the District of Columbia that identified and 
reported juvenile case statistics as part of their 
general jurisdiction court data, while general jurisdic­
tion courts in 19 states did not process juvenile cases. 
Three states processed juvenile cases as part of their 
general jurisdiction caseload but collected no data 
for juvenile cases. Six states which processed juvenile 
cases as part of the general jurisdiction caseload 
provided no general jurisdiction data for 1975. 
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-A. great deal of effort was expended by the 
National Court Statistics Project staff in collecting 
miSSing data, whether from published or ancillary 
sources, in defining terminology, and in identifying 
categories in which cases should be placed in order to 
produce the statistics contained in this report. In 
other words, data contained in this report cannot be 
replicated solely from available published material. 

Large gaps remained in the data collected, even 
after extensive data-gathering efforts, as the tables 
presented in this report will demonstrate. The state 
statistical profiles further demonstrate that little 
uniformity existed as to the kinds of data that court 
administrators collected either for management 
purposes or for publication in annual reports. 
Available data were extremely diverse in terms of 
quantity, quality, and content. 

Extensive efforts were required to validate NCSP 
classificafJ~>n of data provided by the states and to 
avoid further distortion of any data received. No 
attempt, however, was made by the National Court 
Statistics Project staff to assess the underlying 
validity or accuracy of the data received from the 
states. For example, the published cumulative case 
statistics for appellate courts and general jurisdiction 
courts frequently did not balance with reported totals 
within each category. Such discrepancies were 
seldom footnoted or explained in published state 
reports. 

Questions of validity and accuracy of source data, 
as well as previously discussed .caveats regarding 
variation in reporting periods, court organization, 
subject matter jurisdiction, and definitions used 
among the states, make it imperative that the data 
contained in this report be used with extreme 
caution. Care must be exercised in attempting to 
compare even the bl'oadest categories of caseflow for 
1975, Direct comparisons of the statistics in the 
tables for any two jurisdictions presented in this 
report are questionable and quite probably invalid. 
Meaningful comparisons among the jurisdictions 
require more complete information about each 
jurisdiction's court structure, Qperating procedures, 
statistical reporting procedures, and demographic 
characteristics. 



\\ 
J 

· Part I 
State court case load 

summary statistics 



Part I 
1975 Stat.'! court caseload 
summary statistics 

Data displayed in Part I attempt to portray the 
caseflow of appellate courts and general jurisdiction 
courts for the year 1975. Tables are presented in two 
sections-one which interprets appellate court data 
and one which interprets general jurisdiction court 
data. Tables in both sections are sequenced to 
display national totals first, then more detailed 
category breakdowns. 

General comments on appellate court summary table. 

Because of the variations in the quantity and 
quality of data available from appellate courts in 
1975, the comparative data presented for appellate 
courts have been restricted to 
-comparisons of pending caseloads; 
-changes (numerical and percentage) in pending 

caseload; 
-comparison of dispositions and pending cases as a 

percentage of filings; 
-comparison of filings, dispositions, and pending 

cases per unit of popUlation, and 
-comparison of per-judge data, where appropriate. 
These last two measures (caseload per unit of 
population and caseload per judge) are intended to 
aid comparison of case flow across fairly diverse 
jurisdictions. The use of per-judge data gives some 
idea of at least a portion of the total workload facing 
a court in terms that can be grasped more easily than 
the total volume of cases faced by the whole court. 
Per-judge data equalize the differences between 
courts with many justices and courts with few 
justices. 

Comparison of caseload per unit of.population is . 
another way of comparing the volume of appellate 
caseload among states. Filings per unit of popUlation 
may highlight the variations from state to state in 
tendency to litigate. Caseload per unit of population 
equalizes the' differences between" states with 'large 
an(C smail- pop~laiio~s ~ in = t~~_ - .~~_~e· "!~i _ t~~t 
per-judgp. . d~!,a. ,equalize. differe?~~ .. ~etwee~, l~~~e 
~~_ smail court~. 

As the quantity and specificity of appellate court 
data improve, future annual reports will contain 
tables that provide multiyear comparisons of appel­
late court caseload within states and among states. 
With multiyear data, more reliance will be placed on 
graphics, in addition to straight statistics, since 
graphic presentations are helpful in interp.·eting 
statistics. 

Gener.1 comment. on gen .... 1 Jurisdiction 
court .ummery tabl .. 

Tables presented in the gen€lral jurisdiction section 
are grouped to display total caseflow, civil caseflow, 
criminal caseflow, juvenile caseflow, and jury trial 
data. Within the caseflow groupings the sequence 
moves from the general to the more specific. Because 
the data available from general jurisdiction courts 
were for the most part more extensive than those 
from appellate courts, more detailed comparisons 
and more analytical tables are presented within each 
subsection. 

The analytical tables provide several devices for 
measuring the court's performance. The first measure 
used is the number of dispositions as a percent of the 
number of filings. This figure measures the rate of 
disposition of filings. The second measure, number of 
cases pending at the end of the year as a percent of 
the number of filings, measures the size of the 
pending caseload at the end of the year in relation to 
the total cases filed within the year. The final two. 
measures used on the tables analyze pending case­
load at the end of the year (shown as "end pending" 
in the tables) compared to caseload pending at the 
beginning of the year ("beginning pending") in terms 
of both the number change and the percent chang.e. 
In addition, criminal trial figures are presented in the 
criminal caseflow section as a percentage of disposi­
tions, a measure of trial frequency among states. 

Summary tables for criminal caseflow in courts of 
general jurisdiction show felony caseflow as well as 

, 
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trial data and disposition types. For civil cases in 
courts of general jurisdiction, there are also summary 
tables as well as separate tables showing court 
caseflow both in courts of general and of limited or 
special jurisdiction for categories of domestic rela­
tions, probate, and mental health. 

Other special analytical tables display juvenile 
caseflow in general jurisdiction courts as well as 
combined juvenile data from both general and 
limited (or special) jurisdiction courts. A final 
analytical table shows statistics for general jurisdic­
tion courts from those states that report jury trials for 
civil, criminal, and juvenile cases. 

In addition to statistical tables for the general 
jurisdiction courts, it is hoped that subsequent 
annual reports will include more analytical data, 
multiple-year time-series data, and a number of 
graphs. 

The statistics reported by each court within a state 
and the way in which the data have been categorized 
for inclusion in this report are displayed in the 
individual profiles in Part II. Appendix A provides a 
tabular listing of data sources that were used to make ' 
up each court's profile. 

Interpretation of appellate court data 
In this section, tables are presented to show the 

caseflow of appellate courts for 1975. Appellate 
court,s are subdivided into courts of last resort (the 
final court of appeal within a particular state) and 
intermed~ate appelfate courts (courts whose primary 
work is the disposition of initial appeals received 
from trial courts of general jurisdiction or adminis­
trative agencies, and whose decisions are usually 
subject to appeal or review by a court of last resort 
within a given state). 

Data presented on the following tables were 
compiled from all data that were available, both in 
annual r~ports and unpublished data provided by 

• individual appellate court clerks and state court 
administrators. Theref0re, the data on these tables 
cannot be found in p1.1hHshed annual reports alone. 

Because deciding appeals is the function of the 
appellate courts, data on appeals should be separated 
from merely procedural matters; an appeal decided 
on the merits usually requires substantially more 
court (judge) time than review of an application for 
leave to appeal, although this is not always the case. 
Unfortunately, data on appeals were not reported by 
states in sufficient detail to separate all appellate 
caseloads into categories. In the detailed caseflow 
tables (Tables.5 and 6) appeals have been distin­
guished from original proceedings and requests to 

appeal for courts of last resort and intermediate 
appellate courts whenever such data were available. 
Even sc, the significant gaps in the data presented for 
.1975 (See Tables 5 and 6) graphically indicate why 
the National Court Statistics Project has defined 
appellate caseload to include as "cases" any appeal, 
original proceeding, or request to appeal. 

Although appeals filed and disposed constitute 
traditional measures of court caseload, many states 
did not provide these data. While some states did 
distinguish filings, dispositions, and ·pendings for 
appeals and other categories such as original pro­
ceedings, requests to appeal, or requests for rehear­
ing, many other states produced only a total figure 
for filings, dispositions, or pendings. For example, 
four courts of last resort reported all filings as one 
total, which included all types of activity that came 
before the court in 1975. Six courts reported only 
total dispositions and nine courts reported only total 
pending cases. In these states, there was no way to 
distinguish the number of appeals from other types 
of~ess time-consuming matters. Further variations 
resulted when some courts provided category break- ' 
downs for filings but only a partial or no breakdown 
for dispositions. Other states provided category 
breakdowns of dispositions but not of filings or 
pending cases. A few states included within their 
appeals category original proceedings and some 
requests to appeal, but usually the number of these 
other cases was not specified. In addition, two states 
had case-accounting systems that were oriented to 
tracking applications for leave to appeal rather than 
appeals. 

The appellate tables that follow are sequenced 
from the general to the more specific. The final table 
contains data from those states reporting information 
regl;lrding time to dispostion for appeals. 

Only national totals, which are indicated as 
"Estimated national totals" on Table 1, have been 
estimate4. Data on all tables except Table 1 are as 
reported and verified. by state court personnel. 

Appellate court c. .. now (Tabl .. 1-8) 

Tables 1 through 6 contain all 1975 data available 
for appellate courts. Table 1 also includes estimated 
nationwide caseflow. . 

Table 1. This summary table displays both report­
ed and estimated 1975 data regarding filings, 
dispositions, and pending cases for courts of last 
resort, intermediate appellate courts, and a combina­
tion of the two ("all appellate courts"). These 
caseflow figures are derived from the reported totals 

, in Tables 2, 3, and 4, respectively. 



Estimated caseflow data on Table 1 are based on 
the results of eight predictive equations: one each for 
the number of beginning pending, filed, disposed, 
and end pending cases in the courts of last resort and 
the intermediate appellate courts. 

Several variables were examined for use in the 
predictive equations. Among these were the number 
of judges, the number of courts of last resort, the 
number of intermediate appellate courts, and various 
population variables. The population variables were 
used because population has long been considered a 
good predictor of caseload, and initial correlations of 
population and appellate caseload proved to be quite 
good. 

Along with the national caseflow estimates, two 
statistical significance measures for the regression 
(predictive) equations are shown. The first signifi­
cance measure is the R2 value. This value represents 
the percent of the varia.tion in the dependent variable 
(caseflow) which is explained by the independent 
variables in the predi9tive equation. TIte second 
measure is the significance-level of the predictive 
equation. A more complete technical discussion of 
the procedure used for estimation can be found in 
AppendixB. 

In addition to summarizing the estimated total 
national caseflow, Table 1 introduces two other 
comparability measures that are used throughout this 
report. First, estimated average beginning pendings, 
filings, dispositions, and end pendings per judge are 
presented for courts of last resort and intermediate 
appellate courts separately and for all appellate 
courts together. Estimated averages are derived by 
dividing the total estimated cases filed, disposed, or 
pending by the number of full-time judges assigned 
to courts of last resort (339), to intermediate 
appellate courts (442), and to all appellate courts 
(781). Estimated caseload per judge provides a 
measure against which states and individual courts 
can compare their own caseloads while adjusting for 
differences among courts in number of judges. 
Within this report, these nationwide averages can be 
compared to the per-judge data presented in Table 
10 for courts oflast resort in states with intermediate 
appellate courts, in Table 14 for courts of last resort 
in states without intermediate appellate courts, and 
in Table 18 for intermediate appellate courts. The 
latter three tables are based on actual data received 
from the courts rather than on estimates. 

Second, estimated aver!lge filings, dispositions, 
and pending cases per 100,000 unit of state popula­
tion are presented for all appellate courts, for courts 
of last resort, and for intermediate appellate courts. 

Appellate court data 11 

Estimated averages were constructed by dividing the 
estimated totals for all appellate courts or all courts 
of last resort by the total estimated 1975 U. S. 
population (213,124,000 divided by 100,(00). Esti~ 
mated averages per unit of population for intermedi­
ate appellate courts were constructed by dividing 
the estimated total filings, dispositions, and pend­
ing cases for intemiediate appella.te courts by the 
total estimated 1915 population for the 24 states 
which had intermediate appellate courts in 1975 
(166,522,000 divided by 100,000). Estimated average 
per-unit-of-population figures again provide a mea­
sure for the comparison across state lines of appellate 
court caseload and caseflow while equalizing varia­
tions resulting from differences in state populations. 

Table 2. This table presents the actual reported 
caseflow data from each state for all appellate courts. 
In addition to an overview of ca!ieflow activity in all 
appellate courts, Table 2 indic&tes the number of 
courts of last reGort and intermediate appellate coutts 
in each state as well as the nurnber of judges assigned 
to these courts during 1975. The estimated 1975 
popUlation for each state is also provided. 

"Reported totals" in Table 2 are the totals of all 
published and unpublished data received from the 
states. "Number of states reporting" indicates how 
many stater. provided inf,"}tmation in each caseflow 
category, th1,\t" i~, filings, ~~pt"i:$i.~bltS, and pending 
cases. "Percent of population represented" is the 
percent of the total U. S. population represented by 
the number of states that reported data in each 
category. 

Table 2 may appear to be an exact composite of 
Table 3 for courts of last resort and of Table 4 for 
intermediate appellate co.urts, but this is not the case. 
Tables 3 and 4 present all data received from all 
courts of last resort and all intermediate appellate 
courts. In contrast, data from a state were included 
in Table 2 only if data were available from all 
appellate courts within that state. For example, the 
available data from the Indiana Court of Appeals are 
displayed on Table 4. However, because data were 
not available from the Indiana Supreme Court, 
Indiana is marked NI A (not available) in Table 2. 
Although the sums '\";11 be close, the combined 
national totals on Table~3 and 4 exceed the nationa.l 
totals for all appellate cotirts on Table 2. 

'J:qbles 3 and 4. These tables present available data 
regaht,ing caseflow in courts of last resort and 
interm~diate appellate courts, respectively. National 
totals of reported data for each type of court are 
provided at the bottom of these· tables. 

Both should be viewed as su~ary tables, 



12 SI.le Court C ... loed Summary Slallallca 

constructed to present national caseflow totals for 
courts of last resort and intermediate appellate 
courts. These tables are not in.tended to provide a 
basis for direct comparison between any two states 
or courts. In reviewing Table 3, particular attention 
should be paid to whether or not a .state has an 
intermediate appellate court as in.dicated in Table 4. 
Courts of last resort in states that do not have 
intermediate appellate couris handle the entire 
appellate caseload, whereas the highest court handles 
only the most serious cases in states that have an 
intermediate appellate court. Subsequent tables in 

. this report (Tables 7 through 14) will separate data 
for courts of last resort in states having an intermedi­
ate appellate court from those that do not. 

AIl.other measure of comparability used on many 
tables in this report, the number and percentage 
increase or decrease in end pending, is intl'oduced in 
Tables 3 and 4. An increase in number of cases 
added to end pending serves as a measure of how 
well a court handled its caseload during a given year. 
The number of cases pending at the end of the year 
gives an indication of whether or not a court has 
accumulated more cases than it can process, creating 
a backlog problem. Percentage change in the number 
of cases pending at the end of a year over the end of 
the previous year provides a comparison of at least 2 
years of court activity which, in conjunction with the 
present year's activity, indicates whether the court is 
functioning more or less efficiently. These two 
measures permit both internal and external compari­
sons. That is, the court can compare its progress 
against its own record, or it can compare its yearly 
output . with output of other courts of similar 
jurisdiction and judicial resources. 

A final caution to be kept in mind is that Table 3 
presents data for courts of last. resort in raw form, 
without regard to the presence or absence of 
intermediate appellate courts, and without regard to 
composition and jurisdiction of the appellate court in 
each state. Only internal comparisons should be 
made using data from this tabl~. 

Tables 5 and 6. Detailed caseflow for courts of last 
'resort and intermediate appellate courts in those 
states that reported data is presented in Tables 5 and 
6. Case data in these tables indicate the broad 
subject-matter composition of appellate court 
'~cases" reported to be pending, filed, and disposed. 

These two tables should also be· viewed as 
summary tables, because no attempt has been made 
to separate courts on any criterion of comparability, 
for example, separating courts of last resort in states 
that have intermediate appellate courts from those 
that do not. Because so much data are unreported, 
totals have not been provided in these tables. As 
increasing numbers of appellate courts report uni­
formly-defined data, future reports will provide more 
information on the actual composition of the 
caseload handled by appellate courts. The number of 
states presenting data on Tables 5 and 6 is shown 
below: 

Figure A: Number of alatea reporting d... for courta of 
I.at reaort 

Appeals 
Original proceedings 
Requests to appeal 

Beginning "',,_.. 1 End 
pending rllau D,sposed pending 

26 44 41 27 
15 33 30 16 
12 26 23 12 

Figure B: Number of al.l.. reporting da.. for Inlermedl· 
ale appell ... courta 

Appeals 
Original proceedings 
Requests to appeal 

Beginning FI 1 End 
pending led D,sposed pending 

17 23 22 11 
6 10 10 6 
455 4 

The totals above indicate the number of states from 
which data are still unavailable. The detailed 
caseflow for each reporting state is in Table 5 or 6. 
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Table 1: Appellate court reported and estimated national casellow totals, 1975 

RtIIIOIIlKI Ind .lllmllled cuelloW' 
All "PIle"'" courta Reported cases (Irom Table 2)b 

Number 01 states reporting' 
Percent 01 population tepresentadd 

Estimated national totals· 

Courta 01 I .. , IMOII 
Reported cases (Irom Table 3)" 
Number 01 states reportlnge 
Percent 01 population representadd 

Percent 01 variance explained (R~I 
Slgnlfloance 01 pradlctlve equatlono 
Estimated national totals· 

'"termedllll. Ippe"I" courta 
Reported cases (Irom Table 4)" 
Numbers 01 states reporting' 
Percent 01 population representedd 
Percent 01 variance explained (R~I 
Slgnlflca~cfl 01 predictive equation­
Estimated national totals· 

E.Umeted c_ per Judglbh 
All arpellatl!! courts 
Courtli 01 last r"sort 
Intermediate appellate courts 

E.Umated elMl pit' 1 00,000 popul.tJon~ 
All appellate court! 
Court~ 01 last rllsort 
Intermediate appellate courts 

oro ascertain the states that reported data In any categCfY, reler to Tables 2. 3. 
and 4 lor reported data on all appellate courts, all courts 01 last resort. and all 
Intermediate appellate courts, respectively. 

lICasea Included In above reported and estimated totals are: 1ppeIIII, orIgillll 
pt'OCeedllllll, and Nqunll \0 ..,.,.81. 

<Reported cases lor all appellate courts (courts 01 last resort and Intermediate 
appellate courts) and lor courts 01 last resort are Irom 50 statas and tna District 01 
Columbia. 

"State populallons usea lor all appellate courts and courts 01 last resort are Irom 
mid-year 1975 Bureau 01 the Census estimates and total 213.124,000. Bureau 01 the 
CantUS estlmaled that populatlolllor thll 24 ~tatea which hall Intermediate appellate· 
courteln 1975 totalad 166,522,000. 

oeltlmated n.\l~onal totals are the cumulative lot81 01 1111 reported data plus the 
.. tlmated data \'or each atate not reporting dl1ta. 

" 

Beginning 
Percent 

Flied Disposed End change In 
pending pending end 

pending 

27,547 111,625 96,750 32,326 17.5 
33 46 46 33 

45.7 90.9 87.7 45.7 
56,619 118,566 108,043 64,695 14,3 

10,970 4:1,701 37,615 12,179 11.0 
35 47 46 35 

56,7 93,2 81.7 56.7 
.715 .~9 .870 .6OB 

P <.01 P <. 1 P <.01 P '::.01 
15,780 45,523 41,356 16,670 5.6 

25,681 70,863 59.623 30,521 19.0 
18 23 22 18 

68.2 97.0 69.9 68.2 
.885 .883 .918 .868 

P <.01 
40,839 

P <.01 
73,043 

p <,01 p <.01 
66,887 48,025 17.6 

72.5 151.8 138.3 B2.8 
46.5 134.3 122.0 49.2 
92.4 165.3 150.9 108.7 

26.6 55.6 50.7 30.4 
7.4 21.4 19.4 7.8 

24.5 43.9 40.0 28.8 

'The statistic gives the percent 01 the variation In the reported casellow which Is 
explained by the variation 01 the predictive equation I(lr that element 01 the 
casenow. 

OA aignlflcance level 01 p <.01 Indicates that a lesult 01 this magnitude Will occur 
by chance I_than one time In a hundred. 

"For the Y'lar 1975: there were 111 'glpellate courts, With a total 01 781 Judges 
assigned to them, In 50 stalee and the Istrict 01 ~Iumbla: there were 53 courts 01 
last resort, with a total 01 339 Judges assigned to them, In 50 states and the District 
01 Columbia: and there were 28 Intermoldlate appellate courts, with 442 Judges 
asal~ned to them, In 24 states. Estimated cases per Judge were dtlveloped by 
dlvl Ing the Estimated National Totals IOf each ~pe 01. court by the number 01 
IUdges asaI~ned to them In 1975. The number 01 Ju ges assigned does not consider 
hat: some udges may have been unavailable due tIllllnesa or mid-year retirement; 

some courts use lull-time commissioners to screeI'! ~, and some use part-time 
JUdgM over and above their assigned complement 01 Judges. 
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Table 2: Total appellate court caseflow, 1975. 
Reported caseflow for all appellate courts with number of appellate courts 
and Judges per state and estimated national caseflow tolals. 

State 
Beginning 
pending Flied Disposed 

End 
pending NU~ber 01 courts Number 01 JUdges 

Last Inter- Last Intllr-
resort mediate resort !!!!S!1~te 

Alabama 426 1,380 1,136 670 2 9 .... 8 
Alaska 214 315 288 241 a 5 1) 

Arizona 1~1~ 2,614 2,484 1,583 1 5 12 
Arkansas N/A 516 N/A a 7 a 
Calilornia N/A 13,604 '14,505 N/A 1 7 51 

Colorado 838 1.411 1,291 9:;8 1 7 10 
Connecllcut N/A N/A 242 N/A a 6 a 
Delaware 186 333 286 233 a 3 0 
District 01 Columbia 926 1,265 1,164 1,027 0- 9 a 
Elorlda N/A 9,695 8,340 N/A 1 7 20 

GeOrSla N/A N/A N/A N/A 6 7 9 
Hawal 172 194 145 221 5 a 
Idaho 300 338 324 315 a 5 a 
illinOis 3,911 5~~~ 4,705 4~28 1 7 34 
Indiana N£A N/8 l8 1 5 9 

Iowa 781 l,g~ 668 91)9 a 9 I) 
Kansas 222 352 238 a 7 a 
Kentucky N/A 1.199 N/A N/A a 7 a 
Louisiana N/A 3,626 3,368 N/A 1 7 29 
,Maine 183 268 214 246 a 6 0 

Maryland 168 2,042 1,998 '.!12 1 7 12 
Massachusetts N/A 1,614 1,255 1l./~ 1 7 6 
Michigan 3,575 5~71 4,439 4,523 1 7 18 
Minnesota N/A 506 N/A a 9 a 
MIs.ql9S11l1l1 592 61(J 598 607 0 9 0 

Missouri 1~~~ 2,257 1,950 2m). 1 7 :t2 
Monta~a 299 N/A 0 5 0 
Nebraska N/A 571 645 N/A 0 7 0 
Nevada 334 553 634 256 0 5 0 
t:jew Hamllshlre 238 2e8 277 249 0 5 0 

New c'arsey 4,106 5,431 4,828 4,709 1 7 21 
N"w Ma~loo 437 1,014 1,034 417 1 5 5 
New York N/A 12,642 12,084 l/A 2 7 33 
North Carolina N/A 1,598 1,357 ./A 1 7 9 
North Dakota 2 129 129 0 0 5 0 

Ohio N/A 8,192 7,458 N/A 1 1 7 38' 
Oklahoma 1,312 2,133 1,925 1,518 2 1 12 6 
Oregon 697 2,312 2,005 1~~ 1 1 7 6 
Pennsylv(lOla N/A 6,719 N/A 1 2 7 1~ 
Rhode Island 326 347 318 355 1 0 5 0 

South Carollnn 104 276 232 122 1 0 5 0 
South Dakota 211 218 200 223 1 0 5. 0 
Tennessee N/A 2,238 1,907 N/A 1 2 5 18 
Texas 1,320 5,479 5,092 1,724 2 1 14 ~2 
Ulah t:j/A 462 403 N/A 1 0 5 0 

Vermont 244 355 312 287 0 5 0 
Virginia 331 1,526 1,459 398 0 7 0 
waShln~ton 1,662 2,~~g 1,939 2,046 1 9 12 
West V rglnla 14 687 33 0 5 0 
Wisconsin 382 840 833 390 0 7 0 
~0!lllnll 87 129 118 9~ 0 5 0 

Reported totals 27,647 111,625 96,750 32,328 53 28 339 ~2 
Number 01 states reporting 33 46 ~6 33 51 2~ 5~ 61 
Percent popula~,n 45.68 90.91 87.70 45.68 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 
E.tlmat~ natlofi,i! tolals 56,619 116,566 108,~3 &4,695 

197511tate 
P'Wcula-toh 
In thou-
ean!!.'t--
3,61.4 

35\1 
2,22~ 
2,116, 

gl,185,_ 

2534 
3:095 

579 
716 

8,357 

~,926 
865 
820 

11,145 
5,311 

2,870 
2,267 
3,396 
3,791 
1,059 

~,098 
5,828 
9.157 
3,926 
2,346 

4,763 
748 

1,646 
592 
818 

7,316 
1,1~7 

18,120 
5,~51 

635 

10,759 
2,712 
2,288 

11,827 
927 

2,818 
883 

~,188 
12,23'1 
l,20S 

m 
4,967 
3,&44 
1,803 
~,807 
~74 

213,I~t 
100.0 

NOTE: A "ca~," lor Inclusion on this labl<l, was defined as nny a"".al, any 
or~'"e' proceedlll\J, or any ntq\Iftllo appeal. 

BacaulI8 thla Is a compotltll table, cuenow lootootlll hive been omitted, The 
lootnote lettera reglrdlnl/ a Itate's data Ire on Tabl .. 3 and ~. The 'ootnotlll 

aleflow categories lor a state ware marked Nt A on this table unless d&la were themaalvas are on each court'. statistic" profile located In Part 11 01 this report, 
available Irom all appellate court. within the state 'or a given category, All reported 
data lor each court are displayed on Tables 3 and .. respectively. Table 2 II a 
composite 01 T~bles 3 and ~. , 
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Table 3: Courts 0' last resort, 1975 caseflow. 
Reported caseflow tor all courts 0' last F'ffsort with number 0' Judges, 
number and percent change In pending. 

r.lJl 

Beginning End 
Change In 1976 state 

Ffled 
end pending Number 01 popula\!on 

Stato and court pending DlsPClsed pending In thousands 
tjymber P~rc!lnl Judges lAO's 

Alabama 0 369 369 0 0 9 2 3,6104 
Alaska 214 315 288 241 27 12,6 5 Q 352 
Arizona 350 6S9 932 307 -4:) -12,3 5 1 2,224 
Arkansas N/A 'WA 516 N/A N/A N/A 7 0 2,116 
Calilornia N/A 3&f.;8~,712. N/A N/A N/A 7 1 21 ,185' 

Colorado 479 6~ 666 366 -113 ~Ulii " 1 2,534 
Connecticut N/A NN\ 242 N/A N/A Nli'.. 6 0 3,095 
Dalawara 186 333 286 233 Ai 25.3 3 0 579 
DI,trlct 01 ColumbIa 9260 1,200 1,164 ,,027" 11)1 10.9 9 0 716 
E'orlda N/A 1,846 1,454 Nle N/A" tj/A I 1 8,357 

Georgia N/A 1,313 N/A N/A N/A H/A 7 1 04,926 
HawaII 172 194 145 221 49 28.5 5 0 B65 
Idaho 300b 336 324 3151 15 5.0 5 0 820 
illinois 327bod l,087bod 1,OGObod 354bod 27 8.3 7 1 11,145 
Indiana N/A tile, NIA ti/A ~(A ti/A Ii 1 5,3~L 

Iowa 781 1,086 866 9991 218 27,9 9 0 2,87Q 
Kansas 222" 366 352 238" 16 7.2 7 0 2,267 
Kllntucky N/A 1,199 N/A N/A N/A N/A 7 0 3,300 
Loulslans N/A 1,606 1,535 ~~ N/A N/A 1 1 3,791 
Mglne 18~t 266 214d 63 34.04 6 0 1,059 

Maryland 20 756 751 25 5 25.0 7 1 4,OIilI 
Masaachusetts N/A 744" 685" N/A N/A N/A 7 1 5,828 
Michigan 360b 952b 93Gb 396b 16 4.2 7 1 9,1S7 
MlnneGOta N/A N/A 506 N/A N/A N/A 9 0 3,926 
hllH!MIIlQI 592 6lL- 5~ BOlt 35 2.§ 9 0 ~ 

Missouri 259 439 533 165 -94 -36.3 1 1 4,~~ Montana N/A 299 N/A N/A N/A N/A '1 0 
Nebraska N/.A 511 b 545" N/A N/A N/A 1 0 1,546 
Nevada 334 553 534 2~ -713 -:a3.4 5 0 592 
tjew !:!ame!hlre 236 2~8 277 249 11 4.6 5 0 1110_ 

New Jetsey 325 1,046 930" 443 118 (\6.3 7 1 7,316 
New Mexico 173 500 505 168 -5 -2.1l 5 1 11047 
New VolII 4381 2,949"" 3,~~~"" 4421 4 .9 7 2 18:120 
North Carolina 40t 620b 103 03 167.5 7 1 5.451 
North Dakota 2b 129b • 129b Obi -2 NC 5 0 635 

Ohio N/A ',323b 1,310 NtA N/A N/A 7 10,159 
Oklahoma-TOrAL 1,183 ',BOO 1,561 1,426 243 20.5 12 2,112 

Supreme Court" 963"' 992" 771" 1,182-/ 219 22.7 9 
Court of Crimlnlll Ap~alsb 220 814 790 244 24 10.1"1 3 

!2i:!aQO 2~ ZZ~· Z2§ ~5 ~ 2M Z 2,2§§ 

Plnnlylvlnla N/'" 1,696 N/A N/A N/A N/A 7 2 11,627 
Rhodl '.'and 326 347 :1B 355 29 11.9 IS 0 921 
South CarOlina 104' 276 232' 122' 1B 17.3 15 0 2'm South Dakota 2111, :~lB 200 2231 12 B.7 !5 0 
I!!nOUlt! N/A 953 !09 Nl~ ~/~ NI,A § i ",l§!! 

TIMa_TOTAL 646 3,715, 3,~~ 877 231 35.8 ~4 12,237 
Supreme Court" 155 973 1M -1 -0.11 II 
Court o( Orlmlnlll Appoalsb 491 2,742 2,510 . 723 232 47.3 5 

Utah N/A 462 403 N/A N/A N/A Ii 0 1'm V'!!Dont 244 355 312 287 4;1 17.6 5 0 

Virginia 331 bt 1,52Gb 1,459b 398b 67 20.2 7 0 4,1167 
WUhln~ton 233 504 600 237 A 1,7 9 1 3,544 
W .. t Vrglnl. 14bl 720b !Se?b 33b/ 19 135.7 i 5 0 1,803 
Wieconlln 382b 940" 833~ 390" 8 2,' '7 0 4,B07 
~ml!!ll 87 12!l jj§b !!~I § U ~ • .; 9 iI~ 

Total. 10,970 42,701 37.6l~ 12,179 NO Ne} 3311 ~8 213,1~1 
Number of .t.t .. r.portlng 35 47 35 
!!I!;lcl !It 12!21i!~IIII!ln §6,Z4 i;l,i2 !l7 j7\} 58.7" ,!t:',~ 

NOTE: A "case," for Inclullon on thl. tabl., was dellnotd a. ,40:1' jIppe.I, any I'ThI number of ~~ ~ _ oompuI.-.i by NeSP IUIIf w/lln flll., 
11Ml prooHdlng, or anY NqIIIIllO apptal. tlltpOlltlona, and ~1\Ir nnlng Of tnd pending MIl available. 

ph.betlcal footnot •• rafer to the footnotes In Part 1/, wh.re .tatlstical profit .. for .Not all data __ aVII fO( InctUlion In tIII/etat. Ell:h ()OUrt'. proftl.ln Part II 
CQurta 01 IlIlreeortIn each.tat~ au, displayed. mav be raferancad for • datarmlnatlon of till m11a11 data. " 

'C~ In pending doll not aqUII Ilia "-rIne. betwMn flllnge Ind 
NI A-Th:. CUI type I. handl.-.i by the court, but the data .re unavailable. dltpOlltklnl. TltlIIUIIIbarI"~ u rfiPOlttd, 
Ne-TItI number was not comp'JIed because 01 Incomplet. or Incomparabt. 

data. Computation 01 the number was deemed Inappropriate. \: 

~t' 
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Table 4: Intermediate. appellate courts, 1975 c~aseflow. 
. Reported caseflow for all Intermediate appellate courts with numb.!r of judges, 

number and percent change In pendllng. 

"'..1 

chan~e In Number 
Siale and court Beginning Flied Olsposed End pen Ing 01 

pending .~ndlng Judges 
Number Percent 

Alabama-TOTAL 426 1,IJll 767 670 244 57.3 6 
Court of Civil APrealsO a '133 133 a 0 0 3 
Court of Crimina AppealS' 426bd lned 6340d 670d 244 57.3 5 

Arizona 1,103 l,i'25 1,552 1,276 173 15,7 12 
~lIfQrnla 4,8201 9,S136 lO,793 4,675 11 -145 -3.0 51 

Colorado 359 1158 825 592 233 64.9 10 
Florida N/A 7.&49 6.886 N/A N/A N/A 20 
Georgia N/A N,IA N/A N/A N/A N/A 9 
illinois 3,584 4,1;35 3,645 4,074 490 13.7 34 
(ndlana 361 6:~6bc 488 499 138 38.2 9 

Loulslanab 5:)91 2tO~~O 1.833 726 187 34.7 29 
Maryland H8 1,286 1,247 187 39 26.4 12 
Maaaachusetta 5 87,0 570 305b 300 (b) 6 
Michigan 3,195 4.43(; 3.503 4,127 932 29.2 18 
Mlaaourl 1,534 ----1&1!1 1,417" 1,8361 302 , 19.7 22 

New Jersey 3.781 4,38:300 3.898'" 4,266 465 12.8 21 
New Mexico 264 514 529 249 -15 -t;.7 5 
New York-TOTAL N/A 9.693 9.014 N/A N/A N/A 33 

Appellafe Dlvlslon-Supreme Court N/A 7,516 7,435 N/A N/A N/A 24 
dEe!flafe Terms-Suereme Court N/A 2,177 1,579 NI/I" N/A N/A 9 

North Carolina N/A I,07il 900 N/A N/A N/A 9 
Ohio 2,901 6,86E1 6,148 3.622 721 24.9 38 
Oklahoma" 1291 327' 364 92t -37 -28.7 6 
Oregon 429 1,539 1,299 669 240 55.9 6 

Pennsylvania-TOTAL N/A 5,023 N/A N/A N/A NlA 14 
Superior Court N/A 2,996 N/A N/A N/A N/A 7 
Commomvealfh Courfb N/A 2,027 1,257 N/A N/A N/A 7 

Tenne __ TOTAL N/A 1.285 1,098 N/A N/A N/A 16 
Court of Apl'ealsO N/A 655 536 N/A N/A N/A 9 
Court of C~ m/nal AppealsO N/A 630° 562" N/A N/A N/A 7 

Texas" 6741 1,764 1.608 6471 173 25.7 42 
W!lshlng!on 1',429 1,8·19 1,439 1,809 3BO 26.6 12 

Tolal. 25,681 70,863 59,623 30,521 NC NC 442 
Number 01 atates reportlng-out 01 24 18 23 22 18 NC NC 24 
etrc,nt I!2IlUlatlon reeresented 68.25 97.04 89.94 68.25 NC NC 100.0 

Population 
In 

thousands 

3,614 

2,224 
21,tllL 

2634 
8:357 
4,926 

11,145 
5,311 

3,791 
4,098 
5,828 
9.157· 
4,763 

7,316 
1,147 

18,120 

5.451 
10,759 
2,712· 
2,28t'1 

11,627 

4,188 

12,237 
3.544 

166,522 
24 

100.0 
NOTE:. A "case," ItJr Inclusion on this table, was dellned as any BPlMBI, any 
or~11III1 Pf'OC*Idlnll. or any requ .. ll/1 BPIMBI. 

t'The number of pending eases was computed by NCSP staN when filings, 
dispositions, and either beg nnlng or end pending were available. 

phabelleal lootnoles refer 10 the footnotes In Part II, where atallnllca1 pr/lflles for INot all dala were available for Inclusion In the lotal. Each court's profile In Part II 
Inttrmtdlate app011ate courts lire displayed. may be re'",reneed lor a determlnallon or the mlssl~ data. 

NI A-This can type Is handled by the court, bul the dala are unavailable. 
IChange In pending does not equal the /lerence between filings and 

NO-The numbor was not computed becauae of Incomplete or Incomparable 
dispositions. The numbers appear as reported. 

data. Computation olthe number was deemed InapproprIate. 
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Table 5: Coul'is of la8t resort, detailed caaetlow, 1975. 
Reported caaellow data for appeala, original proceedlnga, and requeats to appeal. 

-

Beginning End 
pending Flied Disposed pending 

State and court .~ I ~ II> !!/, en !!/, I ii 11 f! H en d fil H i 
.5 Ii II) 

~~ i !~ I (ij 

]I "a. ]I 8- :> a. ]I ]I 
~a ~~ i'" i'" 12 ~ ~ ~ (3 a 0:2 ~ !t 50. a:2 ~ ~ 50. {!. 

Alabama 0 0 0 202 167 369 202 167 369 0 0 '0 
Alaska 192 3 19 214 227 7 81 315 195 9 84 286 224 1 16 241 
Arltona 279 71 350 174 715 869 237 695 932 216 91 307 
Arkansas NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA 479 37 516 NIA NIA NIA 
California NIA NIA NIA NIA 18 1,084 2,566- 3,668- 106" 1,040 2,566"" 3,712"" 18 NIA !'.!I/A NIA 
Colorado X X X 479 111 244 198 553 X X X 666 X X X 366 
Connecticut NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA 196 44 242 NIA NIA N/A 
Delaware 186 166" 333 333" 286 286" 233 233" 
District of Columbia X X X 926" 1,221" 44 X 1,265 1,120" 44 X 1,164 X X X 1,027" 
Florida NIA NIA NIA NIA 247 362 1,237 1,84!,! 170 316 968 1,454 NIA NIA NIA N/A-
Georgia NIA NIA NIA 889 424 1,313 893 NIA NIA NIA NIA NIA 
HaWaII 169 3 172 189 5 194 140 5 145 218 3 221 
Idaho 295 5 3001 307 31 338 290 34 324 312 3 31St 
Illinois 183 5 139 327'" 241 18 828 1,087'" 226 15 819 1,060 .... 198 8 148 354bed 

Indiana N/A N/A N/~ N/A IIIIA IIIIA N/A N/A NIA NIA N/A NIA N/A NIA N/A NIA 
Iowa 781 781 1,086 1,066 868 868 9991 9991 
Kansas 215" 7 222- 345 23 368 332 20 352 2281 10 238" 
Kentucky N/A NIA NIA NIA 1,051 122d 26 1,199 NIA NIA NIA N/A' NIA NIA N/A NIA 
LouiSiana NIA NIA N/A 358 1,24B 1,606 365 1,170 1,535 NIA NIA N/A 
Maine 183 1831 2!!§ 268 205 9 214d 246 246 
Maryland 20 0 0 20 252 21 483 756 247 21 4B3 751 25 0 0 25 
Massachusetts N/A NIA NIA 591" 153" 744" 532" 153" 665" NIA NIA N/A 
Michigan N/A 380" 380" NIA 952" 952" NIA 936 936" NIA 396 396" 
Minnesota NIA N/A N/A NIA NIA 71 29 NIA 406 71 29 506 NIA NIA NIA NIA 
Mlsslssl~1l1 592 59n 613 613 596 598 607 607t 
Missouri 249 10 259 119 320 439 252 281 533 116 49 165 
Montana NIA NIA NiA 186 113 299 NIA NIA N/A. NIA NIA NIA 
Nebraska N/A NIA X 571" X 545~ N/A N/A 
Nevada X X 334 435 11B 553 X X 634 X X 256 
New Hamllshlre X X 238 238 50 288 X X 2rz. X X 249 
New Jersey 111 11 203 325 221 73 754 11~ 182 44 704" 930" 150 40 253 443 
New Mexico X X X 173 235 j37 128 275 131 99 505 X X X 168 
New York 438 NIA 438d 617" 2,332. 2,949" 881 2,189" 3,010- 442 N/A 442d 
North Carolina 401 0 401 173" 347" 520" 172 285 457" 41 62 103 
N2Jjh !;!!!',!i!l!! 2" Q go 1Q!!b gi b 12i!! 1Q!!" 2j" l~" at 0 0"1 
Ohio N/A N/A N/A N/A 293" 18" 1,012 1,323" 256 102 952 1,310 N/A N/A NIA N/A 
Oklahoma-TOTAL X X X 1,183 1,172 459 175. 1 ,806 935 451 169 1,561 X X X 1,426 

Suprem. COUrjb X X X 983'/ 654' 183 175 992' 461" 135 169 771- X X X 1,182"1 
Court of Crlmln.1 Appealsi' X X 220 51B 296 B14 488 322 790 X X 244 

Q[lIIQD 2~O 1S l!l 2!l!l ~Z2" X ~Qj ZZ~" 4g~ IS 2§g Zg!,! 2i!l 11 17 ~~§ 
Pennsylvania N/A N/A N/A 828 868 1,696 N/A N/A NIA N/A N/A N/A 
Rhode Island X X X 326 240 31 76 347 230 31 57 318 X X X 355 
So<'th Carolina 104 NIA 

NIA 
1041 264 12 276 232 N/A 232 122 N/A 1221 

South Dakota 211t N/A 211 11\3 20 15 218 171 13 16 200 223 N/A NIA 223 
Tennessee NIA N/A NIA 326 627 953 216 593 809 N/A N/A N/A 
Texas-TOTAL 489 57 100 646 2,007 1,040 668 3,715 1,774 1,038 672 3,484 722. 59 96 877 

Supreme Courjb 25 30 100 155 104 201 668 973 103 199 672 974 26 32 96 154 
Court of Criminal Appeal!i> 464 27 491 1,903 839 2,742 1,671 839 2,510 696 27 723 

Utah N/A N/A 462 462 403 403 N/A N/A 
Vermont 243 244 351 4 355 307 5 312 287 0 287 
Virginia 151t 160 331t 194 1 ,332" 1 ,526 221 132 1;106 1,459 124 34 240 398 
Washington 153 39 41 233 155 114 235 504 160 119 221 500 148 34 55 237 
West Virginia (b) 7 7" 14"' (b) 427 293" 720" (b) 417 270" 687" (b) 10 23" 33"' 
Wisconsin 382" (b) 382" 718" 122" 840" 711 122 833d 390 NIA 390d 
W~omln51 84 3 87 121 8 129 110 8 118" 95 0 951 

NOTE; A "case," ror Inclusion on this table, was defined as any 'ppeal, any X-The data for this case type lire known to be Included In the total. Data were 
original \IfOCeeCIlng, or any ~t to appeal. not available bV category for this case type. 

Alphabetical footnotes refer to the footnotes In Part II, where statistical profiles for 
courts of last reeort In each state are displayed. 'The number of pending ca68$ was computed by NCSP staff when filings, 

Blank spllcH;",t enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 
dlspoaltlonl, and either beginning or end pending ware available •. 

'Not all data were available for InclUsion In the total. Each court's profile In Part II not be handled bt::t18 court. 
may be referenced for a determination of the missing data. NI A-This case 'lype Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

NO-The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable iChange In pending does not equal the difference between filings and 
data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate. dlspoeltlons. The numbers appear as reported. 
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Table 6: Intermediate appellate courts, delLaUed caleflow, 1915. 
Reported caseflow data for appeals, original proceedings, and requests to appeal. 

Beginning Filed Dlaposed End 
pending pending 

j 
'" State and court .~ I g> 

~ I ~ !.! ~ I.~ j 11 11 I il 11 t ]1 f! i !lll ~i E c§~ i~ ~l 015. ls .!( g~ a:S ~ .!( a:S \,," ga. a:S 

Alabama-TOTAL ~26 X 426 1,011 X 1,011 767 X 767 670 X 670 
Court of Civil Apra/sb 0 0 133 133 133 133 0 0 
Court of CrimIna Appeals< 42Bd X 426bd B78d X 878d 63<4rxJ X 63<4rxJ 670d X B70d 

Arllona 1,089 14 1,103 1,593 132 1,725 1,428 12~ 1,552 1,2~ 22 1,276 
California 4,820 NfA NH 4,8201 fo,915 4,021 NH 0,936 6,815 3,978 NH 10,793 ~,675b NfA NH 4,67§1 

Colorado 359 359 858 B58 625 6?.5 592 592 
Florida NtA NfA NfA NfA 6,950 528 361 7,849 6,219 392 275 6,886 NfA Nfl'. NfA NfAb 
Georgia NfA NfA NfA NfA NfA NfA NfA NfA NfA NfA NfA NfA N/A N/A N/A NfA 
illinois 3,584 3,584 4,135 4,135 3,845 3,~ 4,074 4,074 
Indiana 361 NH 361 626" NH 626" ~!!§ Il/H 4!!§ 499 tiH 4211 

Loulsllinab X X 5391 1,812 208 2,020 1,841 192 1,833 X X 726 
Maryland 148 0 148 1,1~ 132 1,288 1,115 132 1,247 187 0 187 
Ma_chuaetts 5 5 870 870 570 570 305b 305b 
Michigan 2,631 31 533 3,195 3090 185 1,150 4,43S 2,186 186 1,131 3,503 3,535 30 562 4,127 
Mll80url 1,507' 27 1,/j34 1:§/j2 266 1,818 1,145b il2 1,417b 1,!!1/j" 21 1,~ 

New J.rsey 3,781 (c) 3,781 4,383' (0) 4,383" 3,B98' (c) 3,898" 4,266 (0) 4,266 
New Mexico 284 284 514 514 529 529 249 249 
Nllw York-TOTAL NfA N/A 9,608 87 9,693 8,927 87 9,014 N/A N/A 

ApPIIllate Division of 
N/A N/A N/A 87b 7,516b 7,348b 07b 7,435b N/A Supreme Court 7,429b N/A N/A 

ApPIIllafe Terms of 
NfA N/A 2,177 2,177 1,/j79 1,579 NfA Supreme Court NfA 

North Carolina N/A N/A 1,078 1,078 900 900 N/A N/A 
Ohio 2,901 2,901 6,869 6,~~ 6,148 6,148 3,622 3,822 
Oklahomab 129 NH NH 1291 327 NH NH 384 NH NH 384 92 NH NH 921 
Qr!ll2n 

-.-~ 
4~ ~29 1.539 1,~i! 1Ii~· l,2!1!l ll§i ~ 

Penn.ylvanll-TOTAL N/A NfA 5,023 5,023 NC NO NfA NfA 
SUPllrlor Court N/A N/A 2996 2,eee N/A N/A N/A N/A 
~1ll!!!21.1!t!l/fl! ~Wd! tilA til~ a:221 i,Qi7 1,i~! l,i~7 t:jl~ t:jl~ 

T.nn .... _TOTAL N/,' N/A 1,285 1,= l'm 1,0811 NfA N/A 
Court of ApC/ab N/A NfA 885 538 N/A N/A 
Court of Cr mlll.1 Appea/ab N/A N/A 830" II3()c 582· 582· N/A N/A 

, T.KI.b 874 874# 1,784 1,784 1,808 1,8011 1147 847' 
~lbIOIilI!lO l,~§i! ~ Mii MaZ 352 Uili lolli ~2!l 1.4311 1.717 Iii l,l{li 
NOTE: A "CII/I," lor Inclullon on ttlll tlbll, WII dellned .. any Ippeal, Iny NH-Thl.~ ..... ~ I. not handled In thllcourt, 
or~11II1 JI'OC"dlnll, or any rwqutll 10 tppea .. X-The dlta lor hi. _ type Irt known to be Included In the lotal, Data Wlr. 

phabetlcal footnote. refer to thelootnote.ln Part II, where statistical profUeelor not Ivallabl. by category lOr tnls cue Iype. 
Intermediate appellat. courts In .ach state are displayed. 

!The number 01 pendlnf, caeea WII computed by NOSP ltall whf,n filings, 
Blank space-Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may dlspoeltiona, Ind .~her =Inl/ or end pending Wlr. avallabl •• 

not be handled by the court, 'Not all data were avalla lor ,"CIUlion In the total, Each court'. profile In Plrt II 
NI A-this case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. may be rel.renced lor a dltlmllllatlon 01 the mIIII';l! data, 
NO-The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable IChang. In pending dote not eqUII the d tlerence between filings and 

data. Computation 01 the number was deemed Inappropriate. dlspoeltlona. The numbers jlppear .. reported. 



Comparative ca •• flow . 

Tables 7 through 18 have been organ~ed to allow 
comparison of available caseflow data on a state-to­
state or court-to-court basis. All data on these tables 
are actual statistics received from the states; there are 
no estimated data withiIl. these tables. 

Within this group of tables,. there. ar~ feur tables 
provided for each of the three arrangements of 
appellate courts. Courts of last resort in states that 
have intermediate appellate courts are displayed in 
Tables 7 through 10. Ceurts of last resort in states 
that do not have intermediate appellate courts are 
displayed in Tables 11 through 14. Intermediate 
appellate courts are found in Tables 15 through 18. 

Four sets of tables, identical in format, content, 
and analytical intent, are presented for each of these 
three court arrangements: Tables 7, 11, and 15; 
Tables 8, 12, and 16; Tables 9, (3, and 17; and 
Tables 10, 14, and 18. 

Courts of last resort in states with intermediate 
appellate courts (Tables 7-10) 
Table 7. Simple caseflow data for courts of last 

resort in the 24 states with intermediate appellate 
courts are provided in Table 7. In addition to 
caseflow data, dispositions and cases pending at the 
end of the year are listed as a percentage of the cases 
filed during the year. These percentage figures 
provide a comparative measure of how well a court 
was able to handle its caseload durLllg the year. The 
number of cases added to the end pending and the 
percentage change in the number of pending cases 
indicate wheL~~r or not the cnseflow situation has 
improved during the last year. 

Of the 20 states that reported data whereby cases 
disposed could be shown as a percentage of the 
number of cases filed during the year, 15 states. 
reported dispositions of at least 90 percent of the 
number of filings, with 7 states disposing more cases 
than were filed. For the 13 states where end pendings 
could be shown as a percentage of the number of 
cases filed during the year, 2 states reported end 
pendings of between 65 an~ 80 percent of the 
number of filings, while the remaining 11 states 
reported end pendings ofless than 50 percent of the 
number of filings. 

For the 14 states where the percentage change in 
end pendings could be computed, one state reported 
an increase in excess of 100 percent, 9 states reported 
increases of under 40 percent, and 4 states reported 
decreases between 1 and 36 percent. 

Table 7 does not provide data on the population of 
the states or the number of judges in each court, and 
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thel'ef():tt:,it cannot be used to indicate how well a 
court is doing in comparison with other courts listed 
on these tables. Data in the table can be used to 
measure a particular court's performance over a 
period of time. Whe1"1 future years' data become 
available,. this information can be used to create a 
time series for C01l.1pi1l'itiive purposes" and trend 
analysis. 

Even if all the data presented on this table Were 
accurate and complete, only tentative inferences 
should be drawn. For example, a court with 
dispositions that are a relatively low percentage of its 
filings during a year might have 
-a large increase in case filings over the preceding 

year without additional resources to handle it; 
-a number of difficult and time-consuming cases 

during the year that temporarily slowed court 
activity; 

-some portion of the judges in that court unavail-
able because ofiUness or for other reasons; 

-a large number of judicial vacancies unfilled; or 
-inefficient judges or court administration. 
This table and the ones to follow can only raise 
questions; they do not provide answers. 

Table 8. Caseflow information for courts of last 
resort in states with intermediate appellate courts, 
structured to allow comparison of states on the basis 
of population in each state, is provided in Table 8. 

By ranking the states according to 1975 estimated 
population and providing data on filings, disposi­
tions, and end pending per unit of population, 
comparisons among statr;s of similar size can be 
made. In addition, figures .on caseload per unit of 
population equalize the differeIl.ces among states and 
permit caseflow comparisons between states with 
large and small populations. 

Such comparisons should take two other important 
variables into consideration. One is the number of 
judges available to process the workload within a 
given court. Comparing a 9-judge court of last resort 
in Oklahoma with a 7-year judge court of last resort 
in Colorado may be misleading, even though these 
two states have quite similar state populations. 

Second, after considering the jUCticia) resources 
available to each court, the court profiles (in Part II 
of this report) should be consulted to assure that the 
court organization and subject matter jurisdiction of 
any compared courts are similar. For example, 
Oldahoma's Supreme Court and Colorado's Supreme 
Court, mentioned above, have neither the same 
number of judges nor similar jurisdictions. The 
Supreme Court of Oklahoma has jurisdiction over 
civil cases only and cannot, therefore, be directly 
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compared with a court of last resort that handles 
both civil and criminal cases. ' 

In addition to population rankings and caseload 
per unit of population, Table 8 also shows the 
number of cases added to the year-ending pending 
cases, and the percentage change in the number of 
pending cases. These two figures indicate whether or 
not the caseflow situation has improved during the 
last year. (See discussion of Tables 3, 4, and 7, 
concerning change in pending cases.) A high number 
of pending cases added, or a high percentage, may 
indicate that the court is not keeping up with its 
workload. 

Table 9. This table contains the same information 
as Table 8, except that the courts of last resort in 
states with intermediate appellate courts are listed 
according to the number of full-time judges assigned 
to them. This listing by number of judges permits 
easy comparison of courts with like numbers of full­
time judges. Both the caveats regarding Table 8 and 
the fact that this listing includes only the number of 
full-time judges assigned to a given court should be 
kept in mind. Some courts may use part-time judges 
in addition to their full-time complement, while 
others may use commissioners to assist in screening 

or deciding cases. Other courts may have been 
operating for some portion of the year with less than. 
their assigned number of judges because of retire­
ments or illnesses. Information regarding exceptional 
situations must generally be sought from the specific 
court concerned. 

Table 10. Information regarding judicial produc­
tivity for courts oflast resort in states with intermedi­
ate appellate courts is displayed in Table 10, 
arranged to allow comparison among courts having 
similar numbers of judges. Comparisons among 
courts listed on this table should be made only after 
reviewing caveats discussed previously in this' section 
and ascertaining that the courts to be compared have 
similar jurisdictions and state populations. 

Once the comparability of two courts has been 
established, a useful measure of comparative judicial 
productivity is provided by information on filings per 
judge and dispositions per judge. Caseload per judge 
equalizes the differences among courts and allows 
the comparison of judicial case-processing productiv­
ity in large and small courts. However, the effects of 
varied judicial resources, such as part-time judges or 
use of commissioners as discussed in Table 9, have 
not been taken into account in this table. 
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Table 7: Comparative caseflow, courts of IS8tre80rt In 8tate8 with Intermediate 
appellate courts, 1975. 
With dispositions and end pending as a percent of filings, 
and number and percent change 111 pending. 

All percenl Change In 

Slale and court 6eglnnlng Flied Dlapo3ed End olllllngi end pending 
pending pending Dlspo- End Number Percenl !l112!!! I!!!ndlng 

Alabama 0 369 369 0 100.0 0 
Arizona 350 889 932 307 104.8 34.5 -43 -12.3 
California N£~ ;I,§§!!. ;1,712· N/A 10j.2 N£~ ti£~ ti£~ 

Colorado 479 553 666 366 120.4 66.2 -113 -23.6 
Florida NtA 1,846 la~ NtA 78.8 NtA NtA N/A 
Georgia N/A 1,31~ NtA N/A N/A N/A N/A 

illinois 327""" 1.087""" 1,060""" 354'" 97.5 32.6 27 8.3 
Indiana NtA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NtA N/A 
Louisiana NtA 1,606 1,535 N/~ 95.6 NtA NtA N/A 

Maryland 20 766 751 25 99.{t 3.3 5 25.0 
Massachusetts NtA 744 100 665100 N/A 92.1 N/A NtA NtA 
Michigan 380" 952" 936" 396" 96.3 41.6 16 4.2 

Missouri 259 439 533 165 121.4 37.6 -94 -36.3 
New Jersey 325 1,048 930· 443 66.7 42.3 118 36.3 
New Mexico 1,Z3 500 !lQ5 166 101.0 3M ... ~ -2,9 

New York 438' 2,949100 3,070100 442' NC NC 4 0.9 
North Carolina 40' 520" 457 103 87.9 19.8 63 157.5 
Ohio N/A 1,323" 1,310 N/A 99.0 N/A N/A N/A 

Oklahoma-TOTAL 1,183 1,606 1,661 1,426 86.4 79.0 243 20.5 
Suprllme Court'> 9630t 992"· 771· 1,182" 77.7 119.2 219 22.7 
Court of Criminal AeP,ealsl> 220 !l1~ 190 2~ 97.1 30.0 24 .10,9 

Oregon 268 773" 108 335 91.3 43.3 67 25.0 
Pennsylvania NtA 1,696 NtA NtA NtA NtA NtA NtA 
Tennessee NtA 953 809 NtA 84.9 WA Ntll N/A 

Taxa&-TOTAL 646 3,715 ;).(34 877 93.8 23.6 231 35.8 
Supreme Court'> 155 973 974 154 100.1 15.8 -1 -0.6 
Court 01 Criminal Appeals" 491 2,~ 2,510 723 91.5 28.4 232 47.3 

Washlnglon 2~ !lQ2 2~7 99·i 47.0 4 1,7 

NOTE: A "esse," lor Inclusion on Ihls lable, W81 dellned 81 any appea': any tThe number 01 pendl~ ca.- wu computed by NCSP lllall when fliloge, 
or'gna' ~'OII, or any req .... 11o appeal. dlapoeltlont, and ellher ='011 or end pending wore aV1lllabla. 

Alpha etleal foolnoles refer to the foolnoles In Part II, wher.lllat\II\CII prolll .. for .Not III dall_a IVIII for Inclullon In lhi lolal. Elch court'aprolll.ln Part II 
courts of lasl resort In each slale are displayed. ml)' be r.ferenced for. determlnltlon 01 till mlMl~ dill. 

Nt A-this case type Is handled bV Iho court, but the dala are unaV1lUable, 
IChange In pending does not equal the IIerence belMen fliloge Ind 

NO-The number was nol compuled becau .. ollncomplet. or Incomparabla 
dlapoeltlont. Tha numblill appear .. reported. 

data. Computation of Ihe number was deemed Inappropriate. 
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Table 8: Comparative case.low, courts 0' last resort with Intermediate appellate courts, 1975. 
States r&nked by population, with per-unlt-o'-populatlon data. 

State 
State and court pop~~atlon ~ln~lng Flied Disposed En~ Cha~e In Per 100,000 popUlation ndng pend ng 

Ihousands 
endnd ng 

Number Percent Filings ~\Trn's En~ Il!!ndng 
Calilornia 21,185 N/A 3688· 3,712" N/A N/A N/A 17 18 NlA 
New York ~H~~ 4381 2:949" 3,070" 4421 4 0.9 NC 17 NC 
Texas-TOTAL 646 3,715 3,484 677 231 35.8 30 26 7 

Supreme Court'> 155 973 974 154 -1 -0.6 8 8 1 
COurt 01 Criminal AI2~alS!> 491 2,742 2,510 723 232 47.3 22 21 6 

Pennsylvania 11,827 N/A 1,696 N/A N/A N/A N/A 14 N/A N/A 
Illinois 11,145 327""" 1,087""" 1060""" 354""" 27 8.3 10 10 3 
Ohio 10,759 N/A 1,323· 1:310 N/A N/A N/A 12 12 N/A 

~~cr~~an 9,157 380· 952· 936· 396· 16 .,2 10 10 4 

~:m N/A 1,946 1,454 N/A N/A N/A 22 17 N/A 
NfiW Jerse~ 325 1,046 9300 443 118 36.3 14 13 6 

Massachusetts ~:m N/A 744" 685" N/A N/A N/A 13 12 N/A 
North Carolina 40t 520· 457 103 63 157.5 10 8 2 
Indiana 5,311 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Georgia 4,926 N/A 1,313 N/A N/A N/A N/A 27 N/A N/A 
Missouri 4,763 259 439 533 165 -94 -36.3 9 11 3 
i"onnessee 4,188 N/A 953 809 N/A N/A N/A 23 19 N/A 
Ma!):land 4,098 20 756 751 25 5 25.0 18 18 1 

LOUisiana g:~~l N/A 1,806 1,g~~ N/A N/A N/A 42 40 N/A 
Alabama 0 369 0 0 10 10 0 
Washington 3,544 233 504 500 237 4 1.7 14 14 7 

Oklahoma-TOTAL 2,712 1,183 1,806 1,561 ~:~~~c: 243 20.5 67 58 53 
Supreme Court'> 9fi3ct QQ.,c 771 0 21S "" ., 37 28 44 
Court of Crlmln<:1 Appeals!> 220 814 790 244 24 1'0:9 30 29 9 

Colorado 2,534 479 553 666 366 -113 -23.6 22 26 14 

2{1~~~ 2:188 288 773· 706 335 67 25.0 34 31 15 
212n ", :lou SSS 952 307 -43 -ill.5 40 42 ~~ N!w M!~lcQ 1:147 113 500 605 188 -Ii -2.!! 44 44 

NOTE: A "case," lor Inclusion on this table, was dellned as any appeal, any tThe number 01 pendln~ cases was computed by NCSP stall when Iliings, 
or~lnll PfOCMdlng, or any J'ICIIIHllo IPIIi!'!. dl=ltlons, and either ~nnlng or end pending were available. 

Phl~tlcal loolnotll reler 10 the looinollilo Part II, where stallsllcal profiles lor Not all dala were avalla Ie lor Inclusion In the lolal. Each court's prolile In Part II 
Courtl 01 lalt resort In each state are displayed. may be relerenced lor a delermlnallon 01 the mlaal~ data. 

NI A..,.ThII case type II handled by Ihe court, butthe.:tata are unavailable. 
tChange In pending dOOl not equal the II"ence be'-n Illings and 

N(,,-1'h. number wa. nol computed becOUM 01 Inc~mplete or Incomparable 
dlapoaltlonl. The numbers appear as r.ported, • 

data.Compulatlon 01 Ihe number wal deemed Inlpproprlate. 

,.a\\ -
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Table 9: Comparative casetlow, courts of last resort In ntates with Intermediate 
appellate courts, 1975. ' . 
Courts ranked by number of Judges, with per-unlt-of-populatlon data. 

Number Beginning End Change In State 
State and court Judges pending Flied Disposed pending end pending population Per 100,000 population 

In 
Number Percent thousands Flied Dis- End 

DC3ed I!!!ndlng 

Alabama 9 0 369 369 0 0 3,614 10 10 0 
Oklahoma-Supreme 

Couf1O 9 963-/ 992e 771 e 1,1820 / 219 22.7 2,712 37 28 44 
'Texas-Supreme Couf1O 9 155 973 974 154 -1 -0.6 12,237 8 8 1 
Washiogton 9 233 504 500 237 4 1.7 3,544 14 14 7 

California 7 N/A 3,688e 3,712e N/A N/A N/A 21,185 17 18 NtA 
Colorado 7 479 553 666 366 -113 -23.6 2,534 22 26 14 
Florida 7 N/A 1,846 i,454 N/A N/A N/A 8,357 22 17 NtA 
Georgia 7 N/A 1,313 N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,926 27 N/A N/A 
illinois 7 327bcd 1,087""" 1,060bcd 354bcd 27 8.3 11,145 10 10 3 
Louisiana 7 N/A 1,606 1,535 N/A N/A N/A 3,791 42 40 N/A 
Maryland 7 20 756 751 25 5 25.0 4,098 18 18 1 
Massachusetts 7 N/A 744"" 885be N/A N/A N/A 5,828 '13 12 N/A 
Michigan 7 380" 952" 936" 396" 16 4.2 9,157 10 10 4 
Missouri 7 259 439 533 165 -94 -36.3 4,763 9 11 3 
New Jersey 7 325 1,048 930e 443 118 36.3 7,316 14 13 6 
New York 7 4381 2,949be 3,070be 4421 4 0.9 16,120 NC 17 NC 
North Carolina 7 401 520" 457 103 63 157.5 ll,541 10 8 2 
Ohio 7 NtA 1,323" 1,310 N/A N/A N/A 10,759 12 12 NtA 
Oregon 7 288 773" 706 335 67 25.0 21~~88 34 31 15 
Penn.~lvanla 7 N/A 1,696 N/A N/A N/A N/A 11,827 14 N/A N/A 

Arizona 5 350 889 932 307 -43 -12.3 2,22~ 40 42 14 
Indiana 5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 5,311 N/A N/A NtA 
New Mexico 5 173 500 505 188 -5 -2.9 1,147 44 44 15 
Tennessee 5 N/A 953 809 N/A N/A N/A 4,188 23 19 N/A 
Texas-Court of Criminal 

&2l!!!alsb 5 491 2,742 2,510 723 232 47.3 12,237 22 21 6 

Oklahoma-Court of 
Criminal &2l!!!alsb 3 220 814 790 244 24 10.9 2,712 30 29 9 

NOTE: A "case," for Inclusion on this table, was defined as any eppeel. any IThe number of pending cases was complJted by NCSP staff when Illings, 
odglnel proceedIng, or any I'8CIIIH"1l eppeel. dlspoeltlons, and either ~nnlng or end pendlllt'/ were available. 

Alphabetical footnotes refer to the footnotes In Part II, where statistical profiles for INot all data were avalla Ie for Inclusion In 'he lotal. Each court's profile In Part " 
courts of last resort In each state are displayed. may be referenced for a determination of the ml .. h'~ data. 

tChange In pending doea not equal the ",ffereroce between filings and 
Nt A-This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. dlspoeltlons. The numbers appear as reported. ' 
NO-The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable 

data, Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate. 

.. 
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Table 10: Comparative caseflow, Ct,urts of last resort In states with Intermediate 
appellate courts, 1 ~75. 
Courts ranked by number of Judges, with per-Judge filings and. dispositions. 

Change In Filings Dispo-
state and court Number Beginning Flied Disposed End sltiOl1s 

Judges pending p4)ndlng Clnd pending per par 
Number Percent 

Judge Judge 

Alabama 9 0 369 369 0 0 .. 1 41 
Oklahoma-Supreme Courtb 9 963·t 9920 771· l,182ot 219 22.7 110 86 
Texas-Supreme Courtb 9 155 973 97 .. 154 -1 -0.6 108 108 
Washington 9 233 504 500 237 .. 1.7 66 66 

Calilornia 7 N/A 3,6&\0 • 3,712" N/A N/A N/A 524 530 
Colorado 7 479 55$ 656 366 -113 -23.6 79 95 
Florida 7 N/A 1,846 1,454 N/A N/A N/A 264 208 
Georgln 7 N/A 1,313 N/A N/A N/A N/A 188 N/A 
illinois 7 327"'" 1,087"'" 1,060"'" 354"'" 27 8.3 155 151 
LOUisiana 7 N/A 1,606 1,535 N/A N/A N/A 229 219 
Maryland 7 20 756 751 25 5 25.0 108 107 
Massachusetts 7 N/A 7«'" 685'" N/A N/A N/A 106 98 
Michigan 7 380· 952· 936· 396· 16 4.2 136 134 
Missouri 7 259 .. 39 533 165 -94 -36.3 63 76 
New Jersey 7 325 1,048 930" .. 43 118 36.3 150 133 
New York 7 438' 2,949'" 3,070'" .... 2. .. 0,9 NC .. 39 
North Carolina 7 .. ot 520· .. 57 103 63 157.5 7 .. 65 
Ohio 7 N/A 1,323· 1,~~ N/A N/A N/A 189 187 
Oragon 7 268 773· 335 67 25.0 110 101 
Eenns~lvanla 7 N/A 1,696 N/A N/A N/A N/A 242 N/A 

Arizona 5 350 889 932 307 -43 -12.3 178 186 
Indiana 5 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
New Mexico 5 173 500 505 168 -5 -2.9 100 101 
Tennessee 5 N/A 953 809 N/A N/A N/A 191 162 
Texas-Court of CrImInal Aee!!.a/s'> 5 491 2,742 2,510 723 232 47.3 548 502 

Oklahoma-Court of CrimInal d2J2§.a/s'> 3 220 814 790 2« 24 lO.9 271 263 

NOTE: A "case," for Inclusion 'm t~!~ !lib'!! \'t!!l! g!l'ln~ §~ !!nv III!!!UI, !lnv I trh! nYm~r Qf pending ~~ W!!! «9ffiQ\I!fl<j by ~QSP ~!l!ff WMn !lIInllO. 
ori~lnll pr~inll, or any ~""Ilo Ippel'. d spoelllons, arid elthar beginning or end pending were ava lable .. 

phabetlcal footnotes refer to the footnotes In Part II, Where stlltlstlcal profiles for 'Not all data were available for Inclusion In the total. Each court's r:;rofile In Part II 
courts of last resort In each state are displayed. may be relerenced for a determination 01 lhe missing data. 

NI A-This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
tChange In pending does not equal the difference between filings and 

dlspoeltlons. The numbers appear as reported. . 



Courts of last resort in states without 
Intermediate appellate courts (Tables 11-14) 

Table 11. Data regarding caseflow in courts of last 
resort in the 26 states and the District of Columbia 
without intermediate appellate courts are displayed 
in Table 11. In addition to caseflow data, disposi­
tions and cases pending at the end of the year are 
listed as a percentage of the cases filed during the 
year. These percentage figures provide a comparative 
measure of how well a court was able to cope with its 
caseload during the year. The number of cases added 
to end pending and the percentage change in the 
number of pending cases indicate whether or not the 
caseflow situation has improved during the last year. 
(See discussion of Tables 3 and 4 concerning change 
in pending cases.) 

Of the 21 states that reported data whereby cases 
di!lposed could be shown as a percentage of the 
number of cases filed during the year, 15 states 
reported disposing of at least 90 percent of filings. 
Two states disposed of more cases than newly filed 
that year. Of the 18 states where end pendings could 
be shown as a percentage of the number of cases filed 
during the year, 11 states reported end pendings of 
over 70 percent of the number of filings while 5 states 
reported end pending of less than 50 percent of the 
number of filings. 

Of the 19 states in which the percentage change in 
end pending could be computed, 17 states reported 
increases of under 40 percent. One state reported an 
increas€l in excess of 100 percent and another state 
reported a decrease of 23 percent. 

Since Table 11 does not provide data on the 
popUlation of states or the number of judges in each 
court, the table measures a particular court's perfor­
mance over a period of time but does not indicate 
how it is doing in comparison with other courts listed 
on these tables. Therefore, the caution accompanying 
Table 7 regarding the inferences that might be drawn 
must be exercised. 

Table 12. Caseflow information for courts of last 
resort in states without intermediate appellate courts, 
structured to allow comparison of states on the basis 
of popUlation, is provided in Table 12. 

By ranking the states according to 1975 estimated 
population, it is possible to compare caseflow in 

Appellate court data 25 

states of similar population. Such comparisons 
shOuld consider two' other important variables. One 
1S-tiienumber of judges available to process caseload !\ 
within a given court. Second, each state's court 
profile, in Part II, should be consulted to assure that 
the court organization and subject matter jurisdiction 
of the two courts are similar. (See discussion of Table 
8 concerning judicial resources and court juriSdic-
tions.) . 

In addition to population rankings and caseload 
p~r unit of population, Table 12 also shows the 
number of cases added to end pending cases and the 
percentage change iIi the number of pending cases. 
These two figures indicate whether or not the 
caseflow situation has improved during the last year. 
(See discussion of Tables 3, 4, and 11 concerning 
change in pending cases.) 

Table 13. This table contains the same information 
as Table 12, except that the courts of last resort in 
states without intermediate appellate courts are listed 
according to the number of full-time judges assigned 
to them. This listing by number of judges permits 
easy comparison of courts with like numbers of full­
time judges. The caveats discussed regarding Table 
12 should be kept in mind as well as the fact that this 
table includes only the number of full-time judges 
assigned to a given court. It does not take into 
accouI)t part-time judges, use of commissioners, or 
exceptional situations. 

. Table 14. Information regarding judicial produc­
tivity for courts of last resort in states without 
intermediate appellate courts is displayed in Table 
14, Which is arranged to facilitate comparison of 
caseload among courts having siniilar numbers of 
judges. Comparisons between courts listed on this 
table should be made only after reviewing caveats 
discussed previously in this section and ascertaining 
that the courts to be compared have similar juriSdic­
tion and state population. 

Once the comparability of two courts on this table 
has been established, a useful measure of compara­
tive judicial productivity is provided by the informa­
tion on filings per judge and dispositions per judge. 
Caseload per judge equalizes the differences among 
courts, allowing the comparison- of judicial case­
processing productivity in large and small courts. 
However, the effects of judicial vacancies, part-time 
judges, or use of commissioners have not been taken 
into account in this table. 
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Table 11: Comparative caseflow, courts of last resort In states without Intermediate appellate 
courts, 1975. 
With dispositions and end pending as a percent of filings, 
and number and percent change In pending. 

As Fl"rcltnt Change In 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
ollllings end pending 

State 
pending pending Dlspo- End Number Percent slUons pending . 

Alaska 214 315 288 241 91.4 76.5 27 12.6 
Arkansas N/A N/A 616 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Connecticut N/A N/A 242 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Dolaware ~. 186 333 286 233 85.9 70.0 47 26.3 
Dlstrlcl 01 colurl\bla 926" 1,265 1,164 1,027c 92.0 81.2 101 10.9 

HawaII 172 194 146 221 74.7 113.9 49 28.5 
Idaho 300 338 324 3151 95.9 93.2 16 5.0 
Iowa 781 1,086 868 9991 79.9 92.0 218 27.9 
Kansas 222" 368 352 238c 95.7 64.7 16 7.2 
lSentuckl1 N/A 1,199 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Maine 1831 268 214" 246 79.9 91.8 63 34.4 
Minnesota N/A N/A 506 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Mississippi 592 613 598 607t 97.6 99.0 15 2.6 
Montana N/A 299 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Nebraska N/A 571 b 545b N/A 95.4 N/A N/A N/A 

Nevada 334 553 634 256 114.6 46.3 -78 -23.4 
New Hampshire 238 288 277 249 98.2 86.5 11 4.6 
North Dakota 2b 129b 129b Obi 100.0 0.0 -2 NO 
Rhode Island 326 347 318 355 91.6 102.3 29 8.9 
South Carolina 1041 276 2320 1221 NO NO 18 17.3 
South Dakota 211" 218 200 2231 91.7 NC 12 5.7 

Utah N/A 462 403 NO .. 87.2 N/A N/A N/A 
Vermont 244 355 312 2G7 87.9 80.8 43 17.6 
Virginia 331 bl 1,52Sb 1,469b 398b 95.6 26.1 67 20.2 
West Virginia 14bl 720b 687b 33bl 95.4 4.6 19 135.7 
WI!Go!!~ln 382b ~Obc 833" 390" 99.2 46.4 8 2.1 
W1101lling 67 129 118" 95f 91.5 7:3,6 ;; 9.2 

NOTE: A "case," lor Inclusion on this table, was defined as any _.,.,._1, any tThe number 01 pendlnR cases was computed by NCSP staN when IIlIngs, 
origin_I proceeding, or any requ .. llo _.,.,._t. dispOSitions, and either ~nnlng or end pending were available. 

Alphabetical footnotes reler to the lootnotes In Part II, where statistical prollles lor 1N0t all data were avalla Ie for Inclusion In the totai. Each court's profile In Part II 
courts of last resort In each state are displayed. may be referenced for a determination 01 the mlssln~ data. 

IChange In pending does not equal Ihe d Nerence between filings and 
N/A-Thls case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. dispositions. The numbers appear as reported. 
NO-The number was not computed because 01 Incomplete or Incomparable 

data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate. 
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Table 12: Comparative caseflow, courts of last resort without Intermediate appellate courts, 
1975. 
States ranked by population, with per-unlt-of-populatlon data. 

Stste 
State population Beginning Flied Disposed End Change In 

In pending pending end pending Per 100,000 population 
thousands 01 .. End Number Percent Filed ooeed I!!!Jdlng 

Virginia 4,967 331-/ 1,526- 1,"59- 398- 87 20.2 31 29 8 
Wisconsin 4,607 382- 8-40" 833d 390d 8 2.1 18 18 8 
Minnesota 3,926 N/A N/A 506 N/A N/A N/A N/A 13 N/A 
Kentucky' 3,396 N/A 1,199 N/A N/A N/A N/A 35 N/A N/A 
COr.IlSC! cut 3,09d N/A N/A 242 N/A N/A !::IlA !::I/8 ~ !::I!A 

Iowa 2,870 781 1,086 868 999/ 218 27.9 38 30 35 
SOuth Carolina 2,818 1041 276 232Q 1221 18 17.3 10 NO NC 
MiSSissippi 2,346 592 613 598 607/ 15 2.5 26 26 26 
Kanass 2,267 222" 368 352 238" 16 7.2 16 16 10 
Arkan!8S 2,116 N/A N/A 516 N/A N/A N/A N/A 24 N/A , 
West VIrginia 1,603 14-1 720- 687- 33-1 19 135.7 40 38i 2 
Nebraska 1,546 N/A 571- 545- N/A N/A N/A 37 35 N/A 
Utah 1,206 N/A 462 403 N/A N/A N/A 38 33 N/A 
Maino 1,059 183/ 268 214d 246 63 34.4 25 20 23 
Rhode Island 927 326 347 318 355 29 8.9 37 34 38 

HawaII 865 172 194 145 221 49 28.5 22 17 26 
Idaho B2U 300 33Il 324 3151 15 5.0 41 40 38 
New Hampshire 818 238 288 2n 249 1'1 4.6 35 34 30 
Montan3 748 N/A 299 N/A N/A N/A N/A 40 N/A N/A 
District of Columbia 716 926c 1,265 1,164 1,027- 101 10.!! If' 163 143 

SOuth Dakota 683 211f1 218 200 223' 12 5.7 32 29 NC 
North Dakota 635 2- 129- 129- Obi -2 NC 20 20 0 
Nevada 592 334 553 634 256 -78 -23.4 93 107 43 
Delaware 579 186 333 • .--~286 233 47 2§.;! M 49 40 

Vermont 471 ~"4 355 ~12 287 ~ 17,6 7~' 66 " !ll 
Wyoming 374 87 129 118 951 8 9.2 34 32 25 
Alaska 352 214 31 5 288 241 27 12,6 89 82" 68 
NOTE: A "caso," for Inclusion on this table, was defined as any appeal, any /The number of pending ca_ was computed by NCSP ata~ when filings, 
orIgInal PfOCMCIlng, or any requnllo appeal. dlepoeltlons, and either beginning or ond pending were available. 

AljlhabeUcal footnotes rolfer to the footnotes In Part II, where statistical pronies for 'Not all data were available for Inclusion In the total. Each court's ploflleln Part II 
courts of last resort In each state are displayed. may be rr./erenced for a determination of the milling data. 

N/ A-This caso type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavallatJle. 
IChange In pending doeI not equal the difference between filings and 

NO-The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable dhlpoeltlons. The numbers appear aa reported. 

data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate. 
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Table 13: Comparative caseflow, COLQrts of last resort In states without Intermediate 

appeUate courts, 1975. 
Courts ranked by number of Judges,wlth per-unlt-of-populatlon data. 

Number Beginning End Change In State 
Siale judges pending Flied Disposed pending end pending population Per 100,000 population 

In 
Number Percent thousands Flied DIs- End 

IlQsed eendlnL 

District 01 Columbia 9 926" 1,265 1,164 1,027" 101 10.9 716 177 163 143 
Iowa 9 761 1,066 666 999t 216 27.9 2,670 36 30 35 
Minnesota 9 N/A N/A 506 N/A N/A N/A 3,926 N/A 13 NfA 
M!H!H!Ppl 9 592 613 596 iS07t 15 2.5 2,346 26 25 26 

Arkansas 7 N/A N/A 616 N/A N/A N/A 2,116 N/A 24 N/A 
Kansae 7 222" 366 352 236· 16 7.2 2,267 16 16 10 
Kentucky 7 NfA 1,199 N/A N/A NfA N/A 3,396 35 N/A N/A 
Nebroska , 7 N/A 571 b 645b N/A N/A N/A 1,646 37 35 N/A 
Virginia l. 7 331 b, 1,526b 1 ,45Gb 398b 67 20.2 4,967 31 29 6 
Wisconsin , 7 362b 640" 633d 390d 8 2.1 04,607 18 16 0 , 
Connecticut 6 NfA N/A 242 N/A N/A N/A 3,095 N/A 6 N/A 
Maine 6 1631 266 214d 246 63 34.04 1,059 25 20 23 

Alaska 5 214 315 266 241 27 12.6 352 69 62 66 
HawaII 5 172 194 145 221 49 28.5 665 22 17 26 
Idaho 5 300 338 324 31[;1 15 5.0 a~o 41 40 36 
Mont&na 5 N/A 299 N/A N/A N/A N/A 748 40 N/A N/A 
Nevada 5 334 553 634 256 -78 -23.4 592 93 107 43 
New Hampshire 5 236 266 277 249 11 4.6 616 35 34 30 
North Dakota 5 2· 129b 129b Ob, -2 NO 635 ~O 20 0 
Rhode Island 5 326 347 316 355 29 6.9 927 37 34 38 
South Carolina 5 1041 276 232Q 122' 16 17.3 2,616 10 NC NC 
South D~ota 5 21111 216 200 223' 12 1i.7 663 32 29 NC 
Utah 5 N/A 462 0403 N/A N/A N/A 1,206 36 33 N/A 
Vermont 5 244 355 '312 267 43 17.6 471 75 66 61 
Wesl Vlrginil. ;; i4~: 7~C~ ee7 to ~~t HI 1:lS.7 1,60:! ~O 36 2 
~omlng 5 87 129 116" 95/ !l 9.2 374 34 32 25 

Delaware 3 166 333 286 233 47 25.3 579 56 49 40 
NOTE: A "case," for Inclusion on this table, was defined as any appeal, any tThe number of pending cases was computed by NCSP staN when I1Ilngs, 
original proceedlnll, or any requHllo appeal. dlspceillons, and either beginning or end pending were available. 

Aipnaliatl;;al fwtnatas rafer Ie the footnotee In Part II, where Gt!!t!8tIMlllrgf!l~ I(lf INO! !III dala wer!! available lor InclU&on In thl! laia!. Enell court'!! profile In J;iert II 
courts 01 last resort In each stale are displayed, may be referenced for a determination of the missing data, 

N/ fI-this case type Is handled by the court, but tho data are unavailable. tChange In pending does not equal the dlHerence between filings and 
NO-The number was not computed because of ~ncomplete or Incomparable dispositions. The numbers appear as reported. 

data. Computation 01 the numiJer was deemed Inappropriate. 
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Table 14: Comparative caseflow, courts of last resort In states without Intermediate 
appellate courtsl 1975. 
Courts ranked by number of Judges, with per-Judge flllng8, and dispositions. ,..; 

NUmber Beginning End Chan~. In Filings Dlapo-
Stllte Flied Disposed sltlona 

I.Udg~s pending pending end pending ~r per 
NUll1ber peroenl ludge iUdge 

District of Columbia 9 9260 1,265 1,164 1,0270 101 10,9 14.1 129 
Iowa 9 761 1m~ 666 9991 216 27.9 121 ~ Minnesota 9 N/A 506 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
MI98lssl~111 !! 592 613 506 6071 15 2.!i 66 66 

Arkansas 7 N/A N/A 516 N/A N/A NIA N/A 7A 
KanllSs 7 2220 366 352 238· 16 7.2 53 50 
Kentucky 7 N/A 1,199 N/A N/A N/A N/A 171 N/A 
Nebrasi<a 7 N/A 571 b 545b N/A N/A N/A 82 78 
Virginia 7 331 b, 1,526b 1,459b 398b 67 20,2 218 208 
WlscClnsln Z 382b 8~Qbc H33d ~90d 8 2,1 j2° J11l 

Connecticut 0 N/A N/A 1!·12 N/A N/A N/A N/A ~O 
Maine 6 J8~ 266 ~14d 246 ~ rHo4 45 ~6 

Alaska 5 214 315 288 241 27 12.6 63 66 
HawaII 5 172 194 145 221 49 28.5 39 29 
Idaho 5 300 338 324 3151 15 5.0 66 65 
Montana 5 N/A 299 N/A N/A N/A N/A SO N/A 
Nevada 5 334 553 634 256 -76 -23.4 111 127 
New Hampshire 5 238 288 277 249 11 4.6 58 55 
North Dakota 5 2b 12gb 129b Obi -2 NC 28 26 
Rhode Island 5 326 347 318 355 29 e.9 69 64 
South Carolina 5 104' 276 232; 1221 18 17.3 65 NO 
South Dakota 5 2111t 218 200 2231 12 5.7 « 40 
Utah 5 N/A 462 403 N/A N/A N/A 92 81 
Vermont 5 244 355 312 287 43 17.8 71 82 
We.t Vlrglnll 5 14bl 720 b 667b 33bl 19 1(\5.7 144 137 
~!2!!!ICg § 117 l2!! 1111" \!§I II li,a ill 2~ 

r;!111:t!lre 3 188 3~3 i§§ a~ 47 2M 111 i~ 
NO'l'I:: A "c;,;;;," 16i' liiulijilorl on tl1" iable, waa defloat! ., any appeal, any tThe numb.r of pendln~ ea .. , wu oomplrt~ by NOSP 'till whln I1l\ng', 
or~lnll P"lC"dlnll, or any requllllo 1r,:1'. dl.poeltlon., and eltn.r ~nnlng or end pending lI.rl IVllllble. 

phlbwtlcil footnotes r.fer to the foo notes In Part 11, where atitlaticil profile. for 'Not III dati Mrl lvallil I. for Inclullon In the lutel. E.ch court'. profill In Plrt 11 
courta of I.at rMort In each state are displayed. may be referenoed for I determination of I. .... ml..rn~ dltl. 

N/A-Thl. casa typa'is handled by tha court, but the data arf unavall.lbla. 
'Chlnge In penalng dOlI not equal the d lIertiric. betw.en IlIIng, ind 

NO-The number was not computad becauS6 of Incomplete or Incomparabla 
dlspoeltlons. The numbers appear liS reported. 

data. Computation 01 the number was deemed Inappropriate. 

--~------------'---------------' 
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Intermediate appellate courts 
(Tables 1S.18) 

Table 15. Data regarding caseflow in intermediate 
appellate courts for the 24 states with such courts are 
displayed in Table IS. In addition to caseflow data, 
dispositions and cases Fending at the end of the year 
are listed as a percentage of the cases filed during the 
year. These percentage figures provide a comparative 
measure of how well a. I~ourt was able to handle its 
caseload during the year. The number of cases added 
to end pending and the percentage change in the 
number of pending cases indicate whether or not the 
caseflow situation improved during the last year. (See 
discussion of Tables 3 and 4 concerning change in 
pending cases.) 

Of the 22 states where cases disposed could be 
shown as a percentage of the number of cases filed 
during the year. 8 states reported dispositions of at 
least 90 percent of filings. Three states disposed mort? 
cases than were n~wly filed that year. 

Of the 1:7 states where end pendings could be 
shown as a percentage of the number of cases filed 
during the year, 7 states reported end pendings of 
over 70 percent of the number of filings while 7 states 
reported end pendings of less than 50 percent of the 
number of filings. In these figures, the lower the 
percentage, the more anequately the state appears to 
be handling its workload. 

Of the 17 states where the percentage change in 
end pending could be computed, 3 states reported 
increases fro,m 50 to 70 percent, 11 states reported 
increases under 40 percent, and 3 other states 
reported decreases between 3 to 29 percent. 

Since this table does not provide data on popula· 
tion of states or the number of judges in each court, 
the table measures a particular court's performance 
over a period of tim~ but does not indicate how well 
it is doing in comparison with other courts listed on 
the tables. Therefore, the same level of caution 
regarding inferences that might be drawn must be 
excerised as outlined for Tables 7 and 11. 

Table 16. Caseflow information for intermediate 
appellate courts, structured to allow comparison of 
states on the basis of population, is provided in Table 
16. 

By ranking the states a.ccording to 1975 estimated 
population and providing data on filings, disposi­

~ tion!3~ and end pending in relation to a unit of 

population, caseload can be compared in states with 
similar populations. 

Such comparisons should take two other variables 
into consideration. One is the number of judges 
available to process caseload within a given court. 
Second, each state's court profile, in Part II, should 
be consulted to assure that the court organization 
ana subject matter jurisdiction of the two courts are 
similar. (See discussion of Table 8 concerning 
judicial resources and court jurisdictions.) 

In addition to population rankings and caseload 
per unit· of popUlation, Table 16 also shows the 
number of cases added to end pending and the 
percentage change in the number of pending cases. 
These two figures indicate whether or not the 
caseflow situation has improved since the previous 
year. (See discussion of Tables 3 and 4 concerning 
change in pending cases.) 

Table 17. The same information as contained on 
Table 16 is presented in Table 17, except that the 
intermediate appellate courts are arranged according 
to the number of full-time judges assigned to them. 
This listing by number of judges permits easy 
comparison of courts with like numbers of full-time 
judges. The caveats discussed regarding Table 16, all 
of which also apply to this table, should be kept in 
mind as well as the fact that this table includes only 
the number of full-time judges assigned to a given 
court. (See discussion of Table 9 concerning judicial 
resources.) 

Table 18. Information regarding judicial produc­
tivity for intermediate appellate courts is displayed in 
Table 18, arranged to allow cO"'parison of caseloads 
among courts having similar nU1llbers of judges. 

Comparisons between courts on this table should 
be made only after reviewing caveats discussed 
previously and ascertaining that the courts to be 
compared have similar jurisdiction and state popula­
tion. 

Once the comparability of two courts on this table 
has been established, a useful meacJre of compara­
tive judicial productivity is provided by the informa­
tion on filings per judc.' , aneJ dispositions per judge. 
Caseload per judge equalizes the differences among 
courts and allows the comparison of judicial produc­
tivity in large and small courts. However, the effects 
of judicial vacancies, part-time judges, or use of 
commissioners have not been taken into account in 
the table. (See discussion of Table 9 concerning 
judicial resources.) 



Table 15: Comparative caseflow, Intermediate appellate courts, 1975. 
With dispositions and end pendlngs a, a percent of filings, 
and number and percent change In pending. 

Beginning End M percent Change In 
State and court pendln" Flied Olsposed per,dlng ollillngs end pendIng 

OIapo- End Number Percent altlona pendIng 
... oJ>! 

Alabama-TOTAL 426 1.011 767 670 75.9 66.3 244 57.3 
Court of Civil ~''''' 0 133 133 0 100.0 0.0 0 
Court of CrimIna AppealS' 42Sbd B78d 634= 670d 72,2 76.3 244 57.3 

Arizona 1,103 1.725 i.552 1.276 9O.Q 7~.0 173 15.7 
Call!ornl~ 4,820' 9,936 10,793 4,675 ft 108.6 NC -1 .. :! -3.0 

Colorado 359 858 625 592 72.8 69.0 233 64.9 
Florida N/A 7.849 6,886. NIA 87.7 N/A N/A N/A 
Georgia N/A N/A N/A N/A NIA N/A HIli. HIli. 
Wlnol. 3.584 4,135 3.645 ".07" 88.1 88.6 .. 90 13.7 
InS/llnl 361 6;18bc .. 88 .. 99 78.0 7!l.7 1 all ~.2 

Louisiana· 5391 2,020 1.833 726 90.7 35,9 187 34.7 
Maryland 148 1.26-'.> ',2 .. 7 187 97.0 14.5 39 26." 
M .... chusetts 5 B70 570 305· 65.5 35.1 300 (bJ 
Michigan 3,195 ..... 35 3.503 ".127 79.0 93.1 932 29. 
b!!8SlI.l!l 1,~ 1,1I1!! ',"'I· ',§iH!t 11,11 '2',2 ;H12 19.1 

Naw J.rsay 3.78' ".383" 3.898" ".266 88.9 97.3 485 12.8 
N.w Mexico 284 51 .. • 52Gb 2 .. 9 102.9 48." ··15 -15.7 
N.w York-TOTAL N/A 9.B93 SI.01" N/A 93.0 NIA NIA NIA 

Appa/la,. OIv1I1cm-Supreme Court NIA 7,caO 7.4315 NIA gU NIA NIA NIA 
ADIMI/itl !erma-SUD{!!!J! ~ t!!lA 2.17Z l,AZ!! t!!16 Z2,A t!!16 tile. ~Ie. 

No,1h carolina NIA 1.078 900 NIA 8U N/A N/A N/A 
or.!o 2,901 B,889 B.1"8 3.B22 89.5 152.7 721 24.9 
o.~lahoma· 129t 327 384 921 111.3 2B.1 -37 -28.7 
Qr!ll2" .. g9 1,~9 ',m !l§i ~,4 "Il,· 2"2 ~5.9 

Ptlnneyfvanla-TOTAL N/A 5.023 NIA NIA N/A NIA N/A N/A 
Superior Court NIA 2.996 NIA NIA NIA WA N/A N/A 
~a!!!ll2n!!Uah !2Qurl" N/A 2,Og7 1,257 t!!/A §i,O NIA NIA N/A 

Ten~TOTAL N/A 1,285 1.098 N/A 85.4 N/A N/A N/A 
Court of t!:t::~/"" N/A SSB 536 NIA 81.B NIA N/A N/A 
Court of /nInal Appeal"" N/A 63(je 562" NIA 89.2 NIA NIA N/A 

Texu· 674t 1.184 1.608 8471 91.2 "8.0 173 25.7 
~1I!l'nlll!1n 1,"29 1,819 1,439 1,809 71P 99.5 3BO g6.6 

NOTE: A "C8M," lor Inclusion on this table, was deflned 11$ any appeal. any fThe nllmber 01 pending cuea wac computed by NCSP stall when ,IIIngs, 
ortglnal procMdlng, or any NqUWI to ..,.81. dlaposltlons. and _nher beginning Of' end pending were available. 

Alphabetical lootno", reler to the footnotes In Part It. wlIere statistical profiles for .Not all data were available lor Inclusion In the total. Each court', profile In Part II 
Intermediate appellate courta In each alate are dlsplaytd. may be referenced lor a diitarmlnillon 0' the mlaslng da". 

N/A-Thl. elM type II handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
tChange In pendIng dots not equal the dl!larence between flUngs and 

Ne-The number was not computed because 01 Incomplete or Incomparable disposillons. The numbers appear as reported. 

date. Computetlon 01 the number was deemed InapproprIate, 
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Table 16: Comparative caseflow, Intermediate appellate courts, 1975. 
States ranked by population, with per-unlt-of-populatlon data. 

I State 
Slare and court population Beginning Flied Disposed End Change In 

In pending pending lind pending Per 100,000 population 
thousands Dis- End Number Percent Flied ooeed I!!!ndlng 

Calltornla 21,185 4,8201 9,936 10,793 4,67511 -145 -3.0 47 51 NC 
New York-TOlAL 18,120 N/A 9,693 9,014 N/A N/A N/A 53 50 N/A 

Appel/ate DI $Ion-
N/A N/A Supreme Court N/A 7,516 7,435 NIA 41 41 N/A 

Appellaff) Terms-
N/A 2,177 1,579 N/A N/A N/A /lilA Sup,'1!me Court 12 9 

TexBsb • 12,237 6741 1,764 1,608 8471 173 25.7 14 13 7 

Pennsylvania-TOTAL 11,827 N/A 5,023 N/A N/A N/A N/A 42 MIA N/A 
Superior Court /lilA 2,996 N/A /lilA /lilA /lilA 25 N/A N/A 
Commonwealth Couftb N/A 2,027 1,257 N/A /lilA N/A 17 11 N/A 

II11nol8 11,145 3,584 4,135 3,645 4,074 490 13.7 37 33 37 
Ohio 10,759 2,901 6,869 6,148 3,!!~2 721 24.9 64 57 a4 

Michigan 9,157 3,195 4,43!; 3,503 4,127 932 29.2 48 38 45 
Florida 8,357 N/A 7,649 6,886 N/A N/A N/A 94 82 N/A 
New Jti~8y 7,316 3,781 4,~~ .. 3,89800 4,266 485 12.8 60 53 58 
Massachusetts 5.828 5 570 305b 300 (~ 15 10 5 
North Carolina 5,451 N/A 1,078 900 N/A N/A NI 20 17 N/A 

Indiana 5,311 3'61 62600 488 499 138 38.2 12 9 9 
Georgia 4,926 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Missouri 4,763 1,5a4 1,818 1,417b 1,8361 302 19.7 38 30 39 
Tennesae&-TOTAL 4,188 N/A 1,285 1,098 N/A N/A N/A 31 26 N/A 

Court 01 Ap=lsb /lilA 655 536 NIA N/A N/A 16 ' 13 N/A 
QQud 2l Qr mln~l Af2[!.tlslsb N/A 630e 562e N/8 N/A N/8 15 13 t:!/A 

Ma~l.nd 4,098 148 1,286 1,247 187 39 26.4 31 30 5 
Lou .Ianab 3,791 5391 2,020 1,833 726 187 a4.7 53 48 19 
A1abaml-TOTAL 3,614 426 1,011 767 670 244 57,3 28 21 19 

Coull 01 Civil Apr,lsb 0 133 133 0 0 4 4 0 
!22!lc! 2! ~rl!!!lnl d2.r1f!1~ 428bd 878d ~od §1Qd Iil~ ~Z,~ 24 18 li 

Wa.hlngtoN 3,544 1,429 1,819 1,439 l.~O9 380 26.6 51 "1 51 
Oklahomab 2,712 1291 327 364 921 -37 -9.8.1 12 13 3 
Colorado 2,534 359 658 625 592 233 il1.9 34 25 23 
Oregon 2,208 429 1,539 1,299 659 240 55,9 67 57 29 
Arlzons 2,224 1,103 1,725 1,552 1,276 H3 15.7 78 70 57 
New Mexico 1,147 264 514' 529b 249 -15 -5.7 4S 46 22 
NOTE: A "case," lor Inclusion on this table, was defined as any appe.l, any fThe number of pending cases was. computed by HCSP staff when IIlIngs, 
original procMcIlng, or any requHt to .ppeal. dlsp<>altlons, and either beginning or end pendll).g were available. 

Alphabetlcal footnotes refer to the loolnotesln Part II, where statistical p!oflles lor INot all data were available for Inclusion In the total. Each court's prOfile In Part It 
Intermediate appellate courts tor each state are displayed. may be referenced for a determination of the mlsslng data. 

N/A~Thls case type Is handled by Ihe court, but the data are unavailable. IChange In pending does not equal \I1e difference between filings and 
Ne-The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable ;Ispesltlons. The numbers appear as reported. . 

data. Computation 01 the number was deemed Inappropriate. 
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Table 17: Comparative caseflow, Intermediate appellate Ctlurts, 1975. 
States ranked by number of judges, with per-umlt-of-populatlon data. 

------------------------~----------------------------.-----.----------------------------

Number Beginning End Change In State 
Stale and court Judges pending Flied Disposed pending end pendlpg population Per j 00,000 population 

In , 
Number Percent Ihousands Flied Ol~ End 

cooed Il!!!!dlng 

California 51 4,8201 9,936 10,793 4,67511 -145 ~.O 21,185 47 51 NC 
Texas· 42 674dl 1,764 1,608 8471 173 25.7 12,237 14 13 7 
Ohio 38 2,901 6,869 6,148 3,622 721 24.9 10,759 64 ~ 34 
Illinois 34 3,584 4,135 3,645 4,074 490 13.7 11,145 37 37 

New York-TOTAL 33 folIA 9,693 9,014 folIA folIA folIA 18,120 53 50 N/A 
Appel/ate Division-

N/A Supreme Court 24 foliA 7,516 7,435 N/A N/A N/A 41 4.1 
Appel/ate Terms-

Supreme Court 9 N/A 2,177 1,579 N/A N/A N/A 12 19 N/A 
LOUisiana· 29 5391 2,020 1,833 726 187 34,7 3,791 53 19 
Missouri 22 1,534 1,818 1,417· 1,8361 302 19.7 4,763 38 30 33 
New Jerse~ 21 3,781 4,383" 3,89S" 4,266 485 12.8 7,316 60 63 58 

Florida 20 N/A 7,849 6,886 N/A N/A I 'iliA 8,357 94 82 N/A 
Mlcnlgan 18 3,195 4,435 3,503 4,127 932 ~19.2 9,157 48 38 45 
Tennessee-TOTAL 16 foliA 1,285 1,098 N/A N/A ~IIA 4,188 31 26 N/A 

Court of Apr:::,lsb 9 N/A 655 536 N/A N/A !';VA 16 13 N/A 
Court of C~ mlnal 
~alsb 7 N/A 630· 562· N/A N/A N.lA 15 13 N/A 

Pennyslvanla-TOTAL 14 N/A 5,023 N/A N/A N/A N/.A 11,827 42 N/A N/A 
Superior Court 7 WA 2,996 N/A N/A N/A Nil!\, 25 N/A N/A 
Commonwealth Court" 7 N/A 2,027 1,257 N/A N/A NO\ 17 11 N/A 

Arizona 12 1,103 1,725 1,552 1,276 173 15.; , 2,224 78 70 57 
MarLland 12 148 1,286 1,247 187 39 26.~ 4,098 31 30 5 

Washln3cton 12 1,429 1,819 1,439 1,809 380 26 .. 6 3,544 51 41 51 
Colora 0 10 359 858 625 592 233 64.9 2,534 34 25 23 
Georgia 9 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,926 N/A N/A N/A 
IndIana 9 3S1 62S" 488 499 138 38.2 5,311 12 9 9 
NQrtb Qarollna 9 N/A 1,078 900 N/A N/A NJ'A 5,451 20 17 N/A 

Alabama-TOTAL 8 426 
Court of Civil 

1,011 767 670 244 5;'.3 3,614 28 21 19 

Appealsb 3 a 133 133 a 0 4 4 0 
Court of Criminal 

Appeals< 5 426"" 878d 634= 670d 244 5:7.3 24 18 19 
MasoachuscHs 6 5 870 510 305· 300 t:b) 5,828 15 10 5 
Oklahoma· 6 1291 327 :lil4 921 ~7 -211.7 ,~,712 12 13 3 

Oregon 6 429 1,539 1,299 669 240 51;.9 2,288 67 57 29 
!!lew Mexico 5 264 514" 529· 249 -15 -15.7 1,147 45 46 22 
NOTE: A "case," for" Inclusion on this table, was defined as any allf»\lll, Rny /The number of penqlng cases Yo '!IS computed by NCSP staff when filings, 
orlglnl ~Inll, or any ,.qUHllo appeal. dispositions, and either bttglnnlng or en II pending were available. 

Alphabetical lootnole5 refer to the footnotes In Part II, where statistical profiles for 'Not all dala were available for Inclus IOn In the total. Eacll court's profile hI Pert II 
Intermediate appellate courts In each state are displayed. may be referenced for a determination 0, , the missing data. 

NI A-This case type Is handled by the court, but tho dala ar" unavailable. iChange In pending does nol eq. \UII tl1e dltter.nc. betwMn filings and 

NO-The number was not compute<l because of Incomprdle or Incomparable dispositions. TI1e numbers appear 81 rapt irted. 
data, Computation of Ihe number W81 deemed Inappropriate. 
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Table 18: Comparative caseflow, Interl~edlate ap~ellate courts, 1975. 
States ranked by number of judges, with per-Judge Wings and dispositions. 

1 State and court 
Nunlber Beginning End Change In 
Judges pending Fllad Disposed pending end pending Per Judge 

Number Percent Filings Dispo-
sitions 

California 151 4,8201 9,936 10,793 4,6751t -145 -3.0 195 212 
Texnsb ·42 674dt 1,764 1,608 847t 173 25.7 42 38 
Ohio 3C 2,901 6,869 6,141;- 3,622 721 24.9 181 162 
illinois 34 3,584 4,135 ~,iS45 4,074 490 13.7 122 107 
New York-TOTAL 33 N/A 9,61.'3 :1,014 N/A N/A N/A 284 273 
Ap~lIate Division-

N/A 7,516 7,435 N/A N/A N/A 313 310 upreme Court 24 
Ap~1I8te Terms--

N/A 2,177 1,579 NiA N/A N/A 242 175 ull!.f!!1e Cou!1. 9 

Loulslanab ·29 5391 2,020 1,833 726 187 34.7 70 63 
Mlaaourl 22 1,534 1,818 1,417b 1,836t 302 19.7 83 84 
New Jersel1 . 21 3,781 4,383" 3,898'" 4,266 485 12.8 209 186 

Flonda 20 N/A 7,849 6,886 N/A N/A N/A 392 344 
Michigan 18 3,195 4,435 3,503 4,127 932 29.2 248 195 
Tenn_TOTAL 18 N/A 1,285 1,098 N/A N/A N/A 80 69 

Court of ~/S 9 N/A 655b 536b N/A N/A N/A 73 60 
Court of C mlnel d12B!!.s/s 7 N/A 630bo 562bo N/A N/A N/A 90 80 

Pennsylvania-TOTAL 14 N/A 5,023 N/A N/A N/A N/A 359 N/A 
Superior Court 7 N/A 2,996 N/A N/A N/A N/A 428 N/A 
Commonweslth Cor"" 7 N/A 2,027b 1,257b N/A N/A N/A 290 180 

Arizona 12 1,103 1,725 1,552 1,276 173 15.7 144 129 
Ma[Jlland 12 148 1,286 1,247 187 39 26.4 107 104 

Washl"3cton 12 1,429 1,819 1,439 1,809 380 26.6 152 120 
Colora a 10 359 858 625 592 233 E4.9 88 83 
Georgia 9 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Indiana 9 361 626b< 488 499 138 38.2 70 54 
~orth Qirollna 9 N/A 1,078 900 N/A N/A N/A 120 100 

Alabama-TOTAL 8 426 1,011 767 670 244 57.3 126 96 
Court of CIvil Apf.'sls 3 0 133 133 0 0 44 44 
Court Qf Crimina Appeals 5 426bd 878d 634<>1 670d 244 57.3 178 127 

Maasachusetta 6 5 870 570 305b 300 (b) 145 95 
Okl!lhomab 6 129/ 327 364 921 -37 -28.7 85 61 

Oregon 8 429 1,539 1,299 669 24(1 55.9 257 217 
New MexIco 5 2~ 514b 529b 249 -15 -5.7 103 106 
NOTE: A "case," for Inclusion on this tatAe, was de!lIned as any appeal, any /The number of pending caS6S was computed by NCSP staff when filings, 
original procMdlng, or any raquMllo appeal,. dispositions, and either beginning or end pending Were available. 

Alphabetical footnotes refer to the footnote a In Part II, w1'lere statistical profiles for INot all data were available for Incluslon In the total. Each court's profile In Part II 
Intermediate appellate courts In each state a':'e displayed, may be referencad for a determination of the missing data. 

NI A-Thl. cue type Is handled by the co urt, but the dal'a are unavailable. tChenge In pending doee not equal the difference between flll~s and 

NO-The number 'liM no~ computed t ,acause of Incomplete or Incomparable dlapoeltlons. The numbers appear as reported. 
data. Computation of\:tIe number waa dee/! ,jed Inappropriate. 



Civil and criminal caseflow 
in appellate courts (Tables 19-20) 

Tables 19 and 20. The available caseflow data for 
civil and criminal cases in courts of last resort and 
intermediate appellate courts are presented in Tables 
19 and 20, respectively. Previous tables have defined 
a case as any appeal, original ~lroceeding, or request to 
appeal. Original proceeding cases have not been 
~ncluded from these tables because original proceed­
mgs are rarely classified as civil or criminal cases. 
Reported caseflow figures for appeals and requests to 
appeal, which have been divided when possible into 
civil and criminal case categories, have been included 
on these tables. 

Appellate court data 35 

Th~se t~b~es sho,,: t~at breakdown of appellate 
data mto clVlI and crmunal categories is not done by 
enough states to permit any useful inferences. As 
subseque~~ annual reports are produced, it is hoped 
that addttIonal courts will provide breakdowns of 
their appellate caseloads into civil and criminal 
categories. When such information is available these 
tables will provide a basis for assessing the ki~ds· of 
cases handled by appellate courts. In addition, the 
tables may eventually permit tracking of case types 
from general j~ris~ictio~ t~al courts through appel­
late courts. ThtS W1ll aSStst m assessing the impact on 
appellat~ court caseloads of legislative or procedural 
changes m the. handling of civil or criminal matters in 
general jurisdiction courts. 
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Table 19: Civil/criminal breakdowns for all courts of last reaort, 1975. 
With caseflow for apJ)eals and requests to appeal. 

Beginning pending Rled End pending 

State and court 

Alabama 0 0 0 0 -G- X X X X 369' X X X X 369' 0 0 0 0 -G-
Alui<a X X X X 211' 151 71 X X 308' X X X X 279' 147 71 X X 240' 
Arizona 39 238 279' 32 141 174' 56 178 237' 15 201 216 
Arkansal N/A N/A N/A N/A NIP. N/A 314 165 479 N/A N/A N/A 
Calilornia N/A N/A NiA N/A N/A N/A 18 1470 1096 2584· 66· 40·1.470 1.096 2.672· N/A 18 N/A N/A N/A 
Colorado N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 58 48 'X ' X '304" N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Connecticut N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 70 40 X X 242' N/A N/A ~/A N/A N/A 
Delaware 124 62 166 213 120 333 198 68 266 139 94 233 
llI.trlct 01 Columbia X X X X 926'" 380 706 X X 1,221" X X X X 1,120.... X X X X 1,027·' 
Rorlda N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A X X X X 1,464' X X X X 1,138' N/A N/A H/A N/A N/A. 
G!orgla N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 652 226 X X 1,313' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
HawaII 107 49 169' 105 78 189' 69 65 l~O' 143 62 218' 
Idaho 179 95 295' 181 as 307' 172 66 290' 168 94 312' 
lllinoll 118 65 78 61 322bd 182 59 399 430 1,069bd 147 79 .14 405 1,045bd 153 45 62 66 346bd 
Indiana N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
low. 552 229 781 694 392 1 ,066 i?!!4 284 868 662t 337t 999t 
Kanaaa 138 77 215· 223 122 345 21~ 119 332 148 80 228· 
KentuckY N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 743 308 X X 1,077" N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Lou"lana H/A N/A N/A ,'17 341 358 X X 365' N/A N/A N/A 
Milne 79 104 183t • 131 137 268 91 114 205 119 127 248 
Maryland 10 10 0 0 20' 220 32 X X 735' 209 38 )( X 730" 21 4 0 0 25 
Ma .. chuMlttJ N/A N/A N/A X X, 591'" 279 253 532" N/A N/A N/A 
Michigan X X X X 380' X X X X 952.' X X X X 938b' X X X X 396"' 
Minnesota N/A N/A H/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 275 67 X )( 435' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Mlaalaalppl 471 121 592 X X 613' 313 187 596' X X 807't 
MllIOurl X X 249' X X 119' 171 63 ;!52' X X 116' 
Montana N/A N/A N/A 149 37 186 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Nebruka N/A H/A N/A X X 571" X X 545'" N/A N/A N/A 
Nevada N/A N/A N/A 194 241 435 N/A H/A N/A NtA N/A N/A 
tlew Hampehlre N/A N/A N/A X X 238' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
New Jernev X X X X 314' X X X X 975' X X X X 868'" X X X X 403' 
New Mexico N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 220 15 X X 383' X X X X 374' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
:~hV~ollna ~ ~ NI~ N/~ 4ro;- ~ ~ 1,14~ 1,1~ 2,~~: ~ 1~ 1,14~.1,04~ 3.~~~: ~ ~ N/~ N/~ ~~' 
North Dakota 2 0 2" 82 17 180.' 62 17 180.' 0 0 01 
Ohio N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A X X X 1,305.' X X X X 1,208.' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Oklahoma-TOTAL N/A 654 518 175 1,347 467 468 169 1,104 N/A 

SUpreme Court" N/A NH N/A NH N/A 654· NH 175 NH 829· 467 NH 169 NH 636· N/A NH N/A NH N/A 
Court 01 Criminal 

AppeaJ,o NH N/A NH N/A NH 518 NH 518 NH 468 NH 468 NH H/A NH N/A 
Oregon X X X X 268' X X 79 165 773" X X X X 706'" X X X X ~. 
PennavNanla N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A X X X X 1,696' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Rhode Island N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 168 52 X X 316' X X X X 287' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
South Carolina X X 104'/ 152 94 264' X X 232' X X 122'1 
South Dakqta X X 211'/ X X X X 198' X X X X 187' X X 2231 
=Te~n~nM*N~~~ _____ N~/~A~~N~/~A~N~/A~_N~/~A~N~/~A~~2~76~~BO=-~2~14;-~4~13~~9=53~ __ ~X~~~X~20~1~3~~~~809~' __ ~N~/~A __ ~N~IA;-~N~/A~~N/~AL--N/A 
Texaa--TOTAL 25 464 100 589 104 1;903 668 HH 2,6

7
7
7
5
2 

103 1,871 672 2,446 26 696 96 818 
SUpreme Court" 25 NH 100 NH 125 104 NH 668 103 NH 872 NH 775 26 NH 96 NH 122 
Court 01 Criminal 

AppeaJ,o Nfl 464 Nfl 4,64 NH 1,903 NH 1.903 NH 1,671 NH 1,671 NH 696 NH 696 
Utah N/A N/A N/A 246 128 462' X X 403' N/A N/A NIII 
Vermont X X 243' 264 68 351 ' 224 64 307' X X 287' 
Virginia X X X X 331" 138 58 X X 1,526' X X 310 775 1,327' X X X X 364' 
Wuhlngton 125 28 28 13 194 130 25 127 108 390 135 25 123 96 381 120 28 32 23 2Ii3 
Wilt Virginia (b) (b). X X 7. (b) (b) 132 87 293·· (b) (b) 117 81 270"' (b) (b) 15 6 23"' 
Wisconsin 316 00 N/A N/A 382. 465 171. N/A 76 732'" 467 182 N/A 76 725d' 365 55" N/A N/A 39Qd1 
Wx9mlna 60 24 64 95 26 121 64 26 110 71 24 95 
NOTE: A "case," lor Inclusion on this table, was dellned as any appeal, any 
origInal ~Ing, or any NClUllt to appeal. 

Alphabetical footnotes reler to the lootnotes In Part II. where statistical profileS lor 
In\ermedlate appellate courts In each state are displayed. 

Blank apace-Not enough Inlormatlon Is knOWn. The case categcry mayor may 
not be handled by the court. 

N/A-Thls case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NH-ThiS case type II not handled In this court. 

X-The data lor this caM type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 
not available by category lor thli CUI type. 

"$r.Anl portion 01 _ Included In thla total could not be Identified as civil or 
criminal c_: consequently, the categorl. will not add to the totaillhown. 

/The number 01 pending _ was computed by NCSP stall when filings, 
dispositions. and either beginning or end pending were available. 

.Not all data were available lor Inclusion In the totBi. Each court·s profile In Part II 
may be relerenCld lor 1\ determination 01 the mlaaln" data. 

IChange In pending ~ not equal the difference be'-n fliings and 
dispoliltions. The numblra appear as reported. 
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Table 20: Civil/criminal breakdowns for all Intermediate appellate courts, 1975. 
With caseflow for appeals and requests to appeal. 

State and ccurt 

Alabama-TOTAL 
Caurt of Civil Appeals!' 
Court of CrimInal 

Appeals 
Arizona 
California 

Beginning pending 

o 426 
o NH 

NH' 426 
480 378 

2.454 2.366 

NH 

X 426 
NH 0 

133 878 
133 . NH 

X 426bd NH 878 
1,089' 467 960 
4,8201 2,686 3,229 

Flied 

NH 

X 1.011 
NH 133 

133 634 
133 NH 

X 878d NH 634 
1 ,593' 460 705 
5.915 3.143 3.672 

Disposed 

NH 

X 
NH 

X 

767 
133 

634cd 

1,428' 
6,815 

End pending 

o 670 
o NH 

NH 670d NH 
487 633 

2,579 2.096 

X 
NH 

X 

670 
o 

670 '1 
1,254' 
4,675'1 

Colorado X X 359' 539 283 858' X X 625' X X 59:!' 
NII\ 
NIJ~ 

Florida N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A X X X X 7.321' X X X X 6,494' N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A Georgia N/A N/A N/A IIl/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

I~~~~a 1,69~ 1,89~ 3'~:1. 1'm 2,~~ 4,~g~ •• 1,61~ 2,03~ 3,~~. 1,8~ 2,27~ 4,07,4 
499' 

Louisiana. X NH NH 5391 1,812 NH NH 1,812 1,641 NH NH 1,641 X NH NH 7:!6 
Maryland 91 57 0 0 148 523 631 X X 1,286' 538" 577. X X 1,247.' 76 111 0 0 1117 
Massachusetts X X 5' X X 870' 209 65 570' X X 31)5'. 
Michigan 1,034 1,597 302 231 3,164 984 2'510267 571 589 4,250 879 1,3

38
07
6 

653 478 3,317 1,139 2,396 220 342 4,0'~7 
~M~IH9~uwrl~ __________ 9~2~3~~5~84~ ______ ~1~,5~07~~1~,0~2~5 __ ~ _________ 1~,5~5~2 ___ 7~2~2~~~ ________ 1~,~14~~~· __ 1~,1w1~7 __ ~6~98~ ______ ~1~,8'5/ 

N.w J ..... y X X 3,781' X X 4,383·')( X 5,898.' X X 4,~'66' 
New M.xlco X X 264" 208 259 514" X X 529' X X :!49' 
New York-TOTAL N/A N/A N/A X X 9,60S' X X 13,927' N/A N/A N1A 

Appell.'e DMslon- -.'I/A Supreme Court N/A N/A N/A X X 7,429'. X X 7,348.' N/A N/A , 
Appell.fe Te,,",""" 

SUP':'lfTle Court N/A N/A N/A X X 2,177' X X 1,579' N/A N/A N/A 
..,N,.ort"'h.w:.C.JJ"'rr-"'oo!!1ll1n"'a'-____ .....:.N"'I""A'-""N~/A"_ _____ .....;N"_':..:;A"--__ -'X"-__ ""X'--_______ 1~,0 .... 7-"'8:...· __ 3"'8""6~..:4"'4~3 _________ 9"'OO"'_· __ _"N"_laA __ !.!N!..!./A"--_____ --'I;~/A 

ohio X X 2,901' X X 6,869' X X e,148' X X 3;622" 
Oklahoma. 129 NH NH NH 1291 327 NH NH NH 327 364 NH NH NH 364 92 NH NH NH . 921 
Oregon X X 429" 322 704 1,539' X X 1,299' X X 699' 
Pennlylvanla-TOTAL N/A N/A N/A NC NC 5,023 NC N/A NC N/A N/A ,N/A 

SUperior Court N/A N/A N/A X X 2,996" N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ,'N/A 
~CO~m!!1mo,.n~we~a!!1'~~CO"'u~rlb~~N~/aA __ ~N~H~ ______ ~N~/~A'__~2,~0~27'--~N~H ________ ~2~.0~2~7" __ 1~,2~5~7 __ ~N~H~ ______ ~1~.2~5~7_· __ ~N!..!./A"_--,,N,,-H,--______ ~IN/A 

T.nn._TOTAL 
Court of Appeals'> 
Court of CrImInal 

N/A 
,lIA 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 
NI!\ 

655 
655 

630 
NH 

Appeals'> NH N/A N/A NH 630 
Texas. 674 NH 674/ 1,164 NH 

',. Washington 920 449 1 ,369 974 493 
.• NOTES: A "case," for Inclusion on this table, was defined as any _ppeal, ani 

ortalllllllf'l)CMdlng, or Bny Nqllftllo appeal. 
Alphabetical footnotes refer to the footnotes in Part II, where statistical prOfiles for 

Intermedlatu appellat. courts In each state are displayed. 

Blank apace-Not .nough Infortl;~tlon Is known. The case category mayor may 
not be handlod by the court. 

NI A-This case Iype Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NO-Tho number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable 

data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate. 
NH-Thls case type Is not handled In this court. 

1,098 N/A N/A N/A 
536 N/A NH ' N/A 

1 ,285 536 562 
655 536 NH 

63QC NH 562 562" NH N/A :i N/A 
1,764 1,608 NH 1,608 847 NH I 847'/ 
1,467 777 342 1,119 1,'17 600 .:1,717 

X-The ddla for this case type &fe known to be Included In the tolal. Dllta Were 
not available by category for this case type. , 

·Some portion 01 cases Included In this total could not be Identilled ~!l civil or 
criminal cases; consequenlly, tile categorl .. will not add to the total shownji 

me number of pending cases was computed by NCSP stall when Illings, 
dispositions, and Bither beginning or .nd pending were available. 

INot all data were avaTlable for Incluslon In the total. Each court's profile In Part 
II may be relerenced for &. d.termlnatlon of the missing data., 

iChange 111 pending doss not equal the difference between filings and 
dispositions. The numb,1S appear as reported. i 

.1 ________________________ -------------------.--~----------.m--__ ------------------.. I----­
II 
I 

II 

\ 
\ 
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TIIIM to dllpolltlon In appellat. coUrtl (Table 21) 

Table 21. This table presents available information 
on the time necessary to process an appellate case. 

Ideally, information regarding time from. filing of 
an appeal until the appeal is disposed by the court 
could be compa~ed from state to state. As t~e 
footnotes on the table indicate, however, there IS 

wide variation in the time spans measured in these 
time-to-disposition data. This table is included in the 
hope that more states will begin to ·produce compar­
able data that can be included in subsequent annual 
reports. Until such comparable data are provided, 
direct comparisons of reported times to disposition 
between states should not be made. 

Oeneral conclullonl 

There are a number of factors, discussed in the 
Introduction, which militate against drawing conclu­
sions or making generalizations based on data 

contained in the appellate court tables. Variations in 
reference periods, court organization, subject-matter 
jurisdiction, definitions of cases, and the complete­
ness and accuracy of data make cross-jurisdictional 
comparisons extremely difficult. In addition, without 
verified multi-year caseload data, it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to reach valid conclusions regarding 
caseload trends. 

One general conclusion can be drawn from the 
appellate court tables. The total number of cases 
pending at the end of 1975 in courts oflast resort and 
in intermediate appellate courts increased signifi­
cantly over the number pending at the end of 1974. 
Using the estimated national totals (Table 1), end 
pending for courts of last resort appears to have 
increased over 5.6 percent; for intermediate appellate 
courts over 17.6 percent; and for all appellate courts 
over 14.3 percent. 

Table 21: Appellate courts reporting average time from filing to 
disposition (In days) for appeals, 1975. 

Courts 01 last resort 
States without Intermediate 

appellate courts: 
HawaII 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Minnesota 
MllIIIsslppl 
Nlvada 
New Hampshire' 
Wyoming 

Stat .. with Intermediate 
appellate courts: 

Marvland 
MaHachusetts 
Nlw Jersey 

Type of court and state 
Average number of days to disposition Number 

Total CIvil Criminal 01 
cases csses csses ludges 

654 5 
270 9 

447 528 7 
447 9 
494 9 
131 5 
209 5 
300 5 

210 7 
235 7 
241 7 
427 5 
303 9 

New Mey!.l<!co~ _______________________ ~~= ____________ --;;-
Waahlngton' 

IntlrlTlldlat. appellate courts 
C.1l10rnla' 171 72 51 

360-540 360-540 360-540 34 
188 12 

____ -!I'l;!Jllln""o!!!'la:;,.' -::-______ ....;, .. " _________________ .......,=:=-____ =='--_=-='--___ ~-
M.rvland5 

M'M1Chusettl 
Michigan 
Nlw Jersey 
New Mlxlco 
Oregon 
W.lhlngton~ 

NOTE: Unl.as otherwise lootnoted, tlmes'llsted on this table are average times 
from IIl1ng 01 appeal to IInal disposition 01 api \8al. A court was Included In, this table 
only 1I.tlme to disposition data were avallabltr 

'New Hampshire rt1ports average time to! submission rather than IInal disposition. 
'For Wahlngton Supreme Court, lime t~',dlsposltlon was computed Irom reported 

ilm. perloda In the I,)lIowing manner: rReadY lor Setting" to "45 Days Prior to 
SeMlon" 01 143 days) plus ("Argument' to "Filing 01 Opinion" 01 115 days) plus 45 
d.ys - 303 days. ' 

'Medl.n monthe Irom "Ready" to written opinion In Calilornia are reported by 
Dlatrlct and Dlvllion. The range 01 reported times lor civil cases Is one month to 13 
'montha with the averllge being 5.7 months (171 days). The range 01 reported times 
lor criminal cuea Is one month to lour months with th6 average being 2.4 months 
(72 d.ya). 

182 8 
307 18 
402 21 
277 5 
165 6 
325 12 

'Illinois reports the number of cases taking under six monthe, 6-12 months, 1-1'/. 
years, 1 '1.·2 years, 2·3 years, and over three years Irom IIl1ng to disposition. Both 
the civil and criminal case median time to disposition lall wltllin the 1-1 'I. year 
catego.y (360-540 days). 

'In Maryland, the time to disposition IIgure displayed Is a composite 01 "Time 
Periods lor Case to be at hlsue" plus " Time between Hearing and Filing 01 
Opinion." 307 days equals a weighted average computed lor 807 civil cases and 
862 crl:nlnal casee. 

"For Washington Court 01 Appeals, lime to disposition was computed Irom 
reported time 'periods In the lollowlng manner: ("Ready lor Setting" to "45 Days 
Prior to Session" 01 221 days) plus ("Argument" to "Filing 01 Opinion" 01 59 days) 
plus 45 days - 325 days. 



Interpretation ot general Jurisdiction court 
data 

In the following section, tables are presented to 
display the caseflow of general jurisdiction trial 
courts during 1975. ]~or the purposes of this report, a 
court was considered to be a general jurisdiction trial 
court if it met one of. the following three criteria: 
-the individual state considered it a generaljurisdic-

tion court; 
-feiony cases are tried and felony sentences are 

handed down; or 
-the judges of the court are general jurisdiction 

court judges sitting on temporary assignment. 
All other trial courts were classified as limited or 
special jurisdiction courts. 

Tables have also been included which show the 
caseflow of selected case categories commonly 
handled in limited and special as well as in general 
jurisdiction courts. 

The following tables were compiled from both 
published and unpublished statistical data provided 
by the state court administrators. The same mat$rial 
could not be assembled from published annual 
reports alone. 

General jurisdiction ,court data received from 
states were generally more detailed and easier to 
interpret than data from appellate courts. This does 
not imply, h~-;vever, that the data can be more 
extensively compared. The two major hindrances to 
comparing the data are the varying subject matter 
jurisdiction of the courts and the lack of uniformity 
in definition of terms. 

The first problem, the variation in subject matter 
jurisdiction, is amply demonstrated by the organiza­
tion charts in Part II of this report; the number of 
different types of general jurisdiction trial courts 
varies widely from state to state. In some states, such 
as Illinois, and in the District of Columbia, general 
jurisdiction courts handle all types of cases. In other 
states, such as Florida and New Jersey, general 
jurisdiction courts process only felony cases and 
major civil actions, while other civil and criminal 
actions are handled in limited jurisdiction courts. 
Juvenile cases may be handled in general, or limited 
or special jurisdiction courts, or a combination 
thereof, even within a particular state.· A further 
discussion of these variations has been included in 
the Introduction to this report. 

The second problem in comparing data from 
general jurisdiction courts is the lack of uniformity in 
definition of terms, particularly those used in 
counting cases: In criminal cases, courts may be 

- -_._--------
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counting defendants, informations, indictments, or 
case numbers. Civil cases may be counted with the 
filing of a complaint, at note of issue, or when placed 
on the calendar. Some states count guilty pleas as 
trials, but most do not. The problem of lack of 
uniformity in definition and in unit oCcount has been 
discussed in the Introduction and is further explored 
in the text accompanying the summary tables. 

The general jurisdiction tables that follow are 
sequenced from the general (national totals of 
reported state caseflow totals) to the more specific 
(civil, criminal, juvenile caseflows). Tables are 
provided within the civil and juvenile caseflow 
sections which show the caseflow of selected catego­
ries (doDiestic relations, probate, mental health, and 
juvenile) of cases handled in both general and limited 
jurisdiction courts. A final table presents an analysis 
of reported general jurisdiction jury trial data. 

General Jurlldlctlori total caHflow (Table. 22-25) 

The first group of tables presents the available 
total caseflow data, both published and unpublished, 
for general jurisdiction courts in 1975. The total 
caseflow is displayed in a variety of ways, moving 
from nationwide summary figures to state-by-state 
figures for total civil, criminal, and juvenile cases. 

To facilitate comparison, all minor traffic and 
minor ordinance cases have been deleted from the 
summary totals as well 'as from the criminal cases 
presented in Tables 22-25. Because such cases are 
known to be much less time-consuming than other 
general jurisdiction cases, caseflow totals would be 
unrealistically inflated by including them for those 
states handling them in general jurisdiction courts. 

Table 22. A summary of nationwide volume data 
for cases filed, disposed, and pending in general 
jurisdiction courts 'is displayed in Table 22. National, 
totals for civil, criminal, juvenile, and total general 
jurisdiction caseload are shown along with the 
number of states reporting such volume data and the 
·percentage of total 1975 U. S. population represented 
by those states. 

The reported totals in this table should be viewed 
with caution. Reported totals are derived from Table 
23, which contains the actual civil, criminal, and 
juvenile data reported by each state. As indicated by 
the footnotes to Table 23, the data shown for some 
states do not include all of the cases handled hi: the 
court. In addition, variations in reporting periods; 
court organization, subject matter jurisdiction, defi­
nitions, and unit of count must also be considered. 
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National totals in Table 22 represent the summation 
of very diverse dat~L and should be viewed only as a 
first attempt to display some semblance of a 
nationwide, report<~d caseload total. 

No estimates of total general jurisdiction court 
caseflow have beien computed in this report. At­
tempts to corref,ate state populations and other 
variables with g<meral jurisdiction caseflow proved 
fruitless. All cOftrelations computed were too low to 
provide a basis for estimating national totals. One 
reason for low correlations may be the fact that 
reported generld jurisdiction court data represent 
only a portion lof trial court litigation in most states. 
Data from limited and special jurisdiction courts are 
missing and a.ny possible correlations are thereby 
distorted. Estimates of total trial court caseflow will 
be attempted in future reports as more data from 
limited and special jurisdiction courts are compiled 
for inclusion in this anrtual report series. 

Table 23. The reported caseflow statistics for each 
state's civil, /~riminal, juvenile, and total caseload in 
general jurisdiction courts are shown in Table 23. 
Every state and the District of Columbia handle both 
civil and criminal cases in general jurisdiction courts, 
but only 31 states and the District of Columbia 
handle jUVfmile matters in the general jurisdiction 
courts. The following chart indicates the number of 
states for which volume statistics are displayed: 

Figure C: PI/umbel' of .tatea reporting volume .tatlatlea 

Civil 
Criminal 
Juvenile 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

35 44 4435 
34 44 44 34 
14 22 21 14 

Alth011lgh the figures given in Table 23 show the 
total chtil, criminal, and juvenile caseflow for each 
state, cl!lre must be taken when attempting direct 
comparisons between states. The subject matter 
jurisdi~Hon of the general jurisdiction courts is not 
uniforrt~ from state to state. In addition, the point at 
which :~ case is counted varies among the states. 
Refer (p a states's court organization chart and the 
court p,lrofiles in Part II of this report in order to 
ascertafn the, jurisdiction of a given court and the 
point ~\t which a case is counted for reporting 
purposes. (Tables' 26 and 32 in this section also 
provide\\a listing for each state of the point at which . . 
civil and\ criminal cases are counted.) 

Table \\23 shows the size of civil, criminal, and 
juvenile ~,aseloads by state at the general jurisdiction 
court levt).l only. For states whose courts use similar 

i\ 
~ 
1\ 

definitions and have similar jurisdictions, size com­
parisons of civil, criminal, or juvenile caseloads 
handled in general jurisdiction courts can be made. 
Because limited and special jurisdiction court data 
are not included and because the variation in court 
jurisdictions exists, unrestricted comparisons of total 
civil, criminal, or juvenile activity in each state 
should not be made from this table. 

The final two columns of information in Table 23 
give the state populations and the number of judges 
for each of the general jurisdiction courts. During 
1975 there was a total of 5,640 general jurisdiction 
judges in the;: fifty ~t.ates and the District of 
Colurtlbia. 

Table 24. The total reported caseflow for courts of 
general jurisdiction in each state is shown in Table 
24. Data presented in this table consist of aU 
published and unpublished reported data on total 
fIlings, dispositions, and pending cases received from 
each state. As in all charts of general jurisdiction 
caseflow by state, all courts of general jurisdiction 
are lis~ed on this table, whether or not they reported 
caseload data. 

Forty states have only one general jurisdiction 
court, and for these states total caseload appears on 
the same line as the state name. States 'mth more 
than one general jurisdiction. court have the word 
TOTAL written after the state name, and the sum of 
the various general jurisdiction courts' caseloads has 
been shown. In the interpretations of all the charts 
that follow, the totals discussed will be state totals 
whether for one court or more than one court, and 
th~ number of states will be the number for which 
reported totals are available. 

Three comparative me:asures, used in subsequent 
tables, are introduced in this table. First, total­
dispositions are listed IlS a percentage of the total 
fIlings for each state where data were ~;eported in 
order to give an indication of the court's ability to 
dispose of its caseload during the year .. A low 
percentage indicate~ that the court is falling behind 
in its caseload. 

The second measure used is the total number of 
cases pending at the end of the year listed as a 
percentage of the total filings. This measure gives the 
proportion of one year's fllings that remained 
. pending.!,!.t the end of the year. 

Third... the number and percentage change in 
pendin:1r cases at the end of 1975 over cases pending 
at the beginning of the year is shown. This percent­
age, if high, indicates that a specific court may be 
falling behind in disposing of its caseload. A low or 
minus figure means that a court is more or less 



keeping pa,ce or has even reduced its total pending 
caseload. $ome general observations, based on these 
comparatiove measlm~s, can be made regarding Ta.ble 
24. 

Thirty-eight states reported disposition and filing 
data, which were us,ed to compute the number of 
dispositions as a percent of the number of filings. 
Three states disposed. of less than 80 percent and 28 
states disposed of over 90 percent of the number of 
filings. Four states were able to reduce the number of 
pending cases by disposing more cases than were 
filed that year. 

The number of cases pending at the end of the 
year as a percent of the number of filings ranged 
greatly for the 29 states for which this measure could 
be computed. In 4 states more cases remained 
pending at the end of the year than were filed. More 
than half, or 15 states, had at least 70 percent of the 
number of filings pending at the end of the year. 

For most states there was little change in the 
number of pending cases from the beginning to the 
end of 1975. Of the 35 states that provided pending 
information, ony 5 reduced the number of cases 
pending. The percentage increase in pending ranged 
between 0 percent and 20 percent for over two-thirds, 
or 2S of the states. 
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These figures suggest the existence of problemsj 
they do not indicate what the problems are. They 
should be used only in measuring one state's ability 
to handle its caseload and not for comparing data 
from two or more states. 

Table 25. The same information and comparative 
measures contained in Table 24 are shown on Table 
25, but the states are ranked according to their 
~~stimated 1975 state populations. Total dispositions 
as well as total cases pending at the end of the year 
are listed as percentages of the total cases filed 
during the year. The number change and percentage 
change in cases pending at the end of the year are 
listed in relation to cases pending at the beginning of 
the year. The other general caveats noted for Table 
24 also apply to this table. 

Ranking by population allows the comparison of 
general jurisdiction court caseflow in states with 
similar populations. Ranking states by population, 
however, does not correlate with the size of general 
jurisdiction court caseload. No general patterns in 
percentages of cases filed, disposed, or pending were 
observed.. based on a population criterion alone. 
Similarly, no general patterns of increase or decrease 
in pending cases were observed when state popula­
tion was used as a standard for comparison. 

Table 22: General Jurisdiction reported national caseflow totals, 1975. 
With number 0' states reporting and percent 0' population represented. 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil cu .. reported 1.93<1.842 

Flied 

4.239.1114 

44 

DI.poetd End 
pending 

3,91<1.865 2.085.882 

44 35 
92.1 92.0 §i., Number of atates represented I 35 Perc.nt or population reprep'UJn~il!l8d!..-. ________ ~69w" _____ -5!.!"-I-_____ UIl< _____ ~El.t.._ 

Criminal ollses reported' 417.633 

NumtHlr at etates represented' 34 
Percent at populatfon represented 6O.S 

Juvenile caS&! reported 13,993 

Number of etates representedl•3 '4 
Perc,nt of population represented3 44.9 

Total c .... r.porled 

Number of .tat .. r,p,,"nttd' 315 
Pire."t 01 popylatlon rtDr ... nt!d 69.1 
'TI\ •• tat .. rlpr •• nttd In •• ch ot th' total. can be d.t.rmlned Irom Tabl. 23. 

80m. Dt thl 'lilt. dltl wlr.lncompl,t ... Indlelt.eI by Ih. lpolnol. all Tabll 23. 
'Criminal data do not Inelud. minor traffiC and minor (lr'Qlnanc. 0_ handled In 

glntrallurlldlollon cour\t. 

1.903.483 1,821.«7 488.294 

« 44 34 
92.' 92.0 60.6 

556,741 536,025 84.920 

22 2' 14 
79.5 78.5 4".9 

6.699,378 6.272.137 2.637.096 

« 44 3!l 
92.4 82.0 68.1 

"The number QIIIIII. rep .... nltd lor J~II. d.la " frem a 101111 0131 l1li111 and 
Ih. !)IlIrlclo! Columbia whlcll llandl. luv.nii. c .... In lhe g!,,...al lunlCllcllon 
ooul1I. Th. percenl 01 lhe population reprlltnlld II ClIIlculalld from the total 
populltlon of thoM 31 ttal. and the DI.trlct 01 CoIumbla(l33.e83.000). 

--,--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Table 23: General Jurlldlctlon caleflow, 1975. 
Civil, criminal, Juvenile, total. 

Beginning pending Flied 
Stale and C()urt 

QI~I !Qtl!l Civil , Criminal T2111 ~\IY.!Dlle 
Alabama-Circuli 45,686 10,540 58,228 101,848 
Alaska-Superior 4,426 451 4,877' 11,744 
Arlzona-SullerlQr 54,M4c 4.92~ !IQ.Q2§' !IQ,5JZ' 
Arkanll8a-TOTAL 46,10e! 6Mi 53,590' 71,428 

Circuli 13,854 6:881 20,735 32,795 
Chance and Pro 32855' NH 5' 633 

Call/ornla-Superior N/A N/A N/A N/A 4117,092 5~.f158 77,lR2 602,47/l 
Colorado-TOTAL S~,166 7,460 7,135 78,181 84,1101 14,15119 21,798 12Hila 

Ol./rlel 55,704d 7,460 7,135 70,299d 112,84~ 14,589 21,798 11d;912 
Walt' 8,462 rm tit! §.4!!2 i.ia til:! ~t! 2,2§!! 

connectlcut-S~rlor 31,960 2,202 NH 34,182 25,1711 4,941 NH 00,117 
Delawara-TOr. L 11,617 1,734 NH 13,351 9,823 4,087 NH 13,710 

Superior 4,307 1,7~ NH 8,041 7,173 4,087 NH 11,260 
Chaacea:: 7,310 NH M1Q ;M~ t!t:! ~t! 2,4!!Q 

Dlslrlct 0/ Columbla-5uperlor 12,259' a,G09r 1,617 17,48511 171,959 34,24er 7,7G8 213,961 r 
Florida-CIrcuit 203,633 42,463 15,271 281,387 254,148 82~22 82~11 399,181 
GeQrglg-5Ull!rl2r N!II N/A N/II t!!~ t!!~ l~ l~ t!/1I 
HawaiI-TOTAL 19,145 1,84e\ 2,959 23,949 18,903 ~,088 7,739 26,728 

CIrcuit 19,O~g 1,~~ 2,959 23,829 111,885 2,088 7,739 28,490 
Land NH 85 49 NH NI~ 049 
Tax 55 NH NH !IS 189 NH NH 189 

Idaho-TOTAL 17,9311' 5'~~~7 1,902' 25,406rtf 37,224 34,602r 7,523 79,349r 
Oil/riel 7,231/1 3' 8,231 II 9,701 3,094 17 12,812 
Mag/,/rale 10~()0' 4~94rt 1~99' 17 ij93l't 27,523 31,508r 7,506 66537r 

IlIInolt:::Clrcvlt lA III !A l~ 832,1l!!L-- §i!!,~zr 2Z,!!§;! 1,181:4!Mr 
Indlanl-TOTAL N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Clreull N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A NH N/A 
srm,rior N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Co., NH NIA NH NtA NH N/" NH NI"_ 

!owa-O/./rlc/" 46,2311 1~,I84r N/A 1IO,0415r , 1204,185 ae,e25r 5,~~ 219,795r 
Klnlll-Ol.lrlci 18,309 1,810 NH 20,119 38,312" 11,7211 ~2038 
ISIDIII!I~-~ICliIlII ZMRg :!!l.§2§ ~tl H~~1 H,HII la.m tit:! Zl:§IIJ 
Loulilina-Ol.lrici N/A N/A NH N/A 122,833 212,523 NH 335,1511 
Mllnl-Su~/or 7~94 ~~Y.2 NH 11a~ 5,158 11,734 NH 13,8112 
Maryl!ln~Clrcull IA N/A 57.330 211,7211 25,210 112,288 
MIHI~bllllll.-sUNCIl!C !!M21 llZ,!!§7 t!tl 1aa,aa 112,~Z aA,~G t!t:! !!Z,Z;)g 
Michigan-TOTAL 100,274 15,381 r• NH 115,835l'f 133,1110 57,130'" NH 190,311)1l 

CircUli l00,O~~ 8,804 NH 1011,1147 132,202 27,5711 NH 159,778 
Raaord.r'. 6,557rl NH 11,557'" NH 211,554'" NH 211,1154'" 
!Jill!!!! 231 ~H ~H 2~1 !lZI Ntl t;!H 91] 

Mlnnaecta-Ol./rlcl 7,237 l~~L N/A II~~' 21,342 7,991 N/A 29,333' 
Mlllllllf,PI-TOTAl NIA NIA 52,1189 7,0445 N/" CO,334' 

C/rcul N/A N/A NI': N/A 15,223 7,0445 NH 22,868 
!2lr!!lQ!!l: ~UA Ntl t!l~ t!l~ liZ,. t!t:! N/~ i.ll.§§!!' 

MllIQurl-Clrcull 59,093 8,165 8~Jl 111~Jl 704,3104 17,7110 18~~l 110,825 
Monllnl-Ola/ricl N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Nebra,ka-Ol'/ricl N/A N/A NH N/A 15re 11,843 NH 21~72 
t!!VIYI Oilldgt t!l6 N/~ t!/~ t!l~ l~ Nl~ t!l~ lA 
Nlw Hamplhlr_Superio, 16,835 3,773 NH 20,lI0II 17,3S111 11,321 NH 23,719 
Nlw J.ratY-5ur"rlor Md County ~3,955 23,178 NH 117,133 83,231 31,Il00 NH 94,731 
New Mexlco-O ~/ric/ 19,798 1,913 2,120 23,1131 30,374 04,771 5,454 040,599 
NIW ~Q!ls ~t:!m! lad ~~n~ §~,1§!! Il!a~ tit! G,la' illl,2!!I aA,Zt~ Il!l:! 154,1~ 
North Carollna-5uperlor 13,517b 16,g~~ NH 211,844 10,111&1' 53,50& NH 84,42~ 
No.'lrth Dakola-Oll/ric/ 3,873 224 4,370 11,430 1,0711 855 8,361 
Ohlo-Commoo PINS 172,1691 6,099 21,322 1119,5110' 2~II,1I22 31,554 194,288 475,884 
O~I.h2!!!1 Olalrlct 109,255 32,427r• 2,042 1"ll,7j1ill l§7,§§;l B7lE !l,ll11 232,880r -or~on-TOTAL 3£1,767 4,0191 N/" "3,7118' 47,084 1",3110 11,305 72,729 

Crcult 39,671 b 4,O~~1 N/A 43,1190' 4e,832 14,3110 11,305 72,497 
Tall 96 t:!!:! !!§ m t:!!:! N!:! 2012 

Plnnsylvanla-Common Pless 40,840c 28~7t ",388 73~~ 143,1132" 109,1194 39,882 293,606 
Rhode l'land-s~riOr N/A NH 11,542 3,1185 NH 10.207 
South Carolina- Ircult N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NJA N/A 
§S!I!!!LQ!~oll-Clrcull N/A NlA t!/A t!l~ t!~ t!l~ 4,2jO 04,210' 
Tenn_a-TOTAL 54,111' 14,1M8' NH 119,119t 110,724 211,482 NH 110,188 

Circuli and Criminal 35,9801 1",~~, NH 5O,e28 1 0411,5l1li 29,"N~ NH 78,051 

~ 15,4511 NH 15,4511 211,5l1li NH 29,589 
{g~Itl! 2,7.0t NH t!!:! a,Z~I!' ~,. NI:! Nt:! 4,§!!!! 

TexI_OI.tricl 2048,0045 55,720 11,784 320,829 2G4,eaa aG,702 11,11111 357,509 
!.I11b:::l2lfld,Q1 7,al! A1 ~t:! !,alll a.,m a.l:ia t:I!:! .r.. 2a,§Z2 
Vlrmo~l-TOTAL 22,120 4,Ogr 2117 2II,3IIIIr 21,70411 111,e:r l1li8 39,II70r 

Sliper/Of 8,529 NH 11,549 (1,275 NH 11,3111 
DI,trfcl 15,1191 3,9811r 2117 111,847r 1!,473 111,9tor l1li8 33,3S1 r 

~1!:gIOII::~ICli!ll1 Zi,Q§§1 H,~2Qt Nl:! IIUZat ~,1l3 !l,~ t:ll:! j~,Hi 
W .. hlCf,\On-SuJ::or N/A N/" N/A N/A IIO~ 14m1 11~~ 1111,840 
Will V rglnla- reull N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
WilConlin-Clreull lad County 90.923' 20aW N/A 111,384'" 192,243' 118,7W' Nt" 2047,9531'f 
~!!!Ioa:ml!l~t N/II fa t!l~ t!l~ 7 .• 7" 3oIi1 N/A 1I,!!l!!' 

t~OTE: Alphabetical foolnot .. r.fer 10 the footnotes In Part II, where ,IQtI,tlcal 
fN;)t aU data _e available for Inclutlon In the Ioial. Each court', pronll In Part II 

may be rIfertnCId for a dtt.-mlnatlon 01 the r.lIIIlng deta. 
pro/II .. lor courts of general jurlldlcllon In each stale ar. dlaplaytd. ,Changt In pending dote not equ.l lhe dlffartnce !!elweon flUng. and 

NI A-Thla cue \yP.t II handled by Ihe court, but Ihe data are unavailable. dllPOll~one. The numbtrllppIIt u raported. 
NH-Thl, cue type la nol handled In Ihla court. 

r MillOi' traffic: and mlnot ~ c-. are nat Includsd for theM CJ:Iurla ""1 number 01 pe"dln~ _ wal compUled by NCSP atal/ when /lIlnge, 
dlapolWone, Ind ellhar beg nnlng or end pending were available. 

handling tIItm. 

-
,~ \ 

I( 
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Slate and court 
OlspolMd End pending PopUlation Humber 

In of 
Civil Crltnlnal Juvenll! I2tml CI~II Qrlmlnal Juvenile Total th<i~t!ng! ludge. 

Alabama-CirculI 75,981 25,980 NH 101,961 45,5!W 10,337 NH 65,891 1 3,61~ 102 
Aluk_Superior 6,327 955 1,121 8,403 7,382 571 N/A 7,953' 352 17 
&llSIn~l/.I!!clor 56,3§9' 13,04B 3,222' 72,!!~6' !!l,!i~' M~1 794...,L. 67,889' 2,2:::4 Zg 
Arkanta_ TOTAL 50,0251 12,233 !~l 62,:258! 49,386' 7,635 !gl 57,0211 2,116 55 

CirculI 19,071 12,233 31,310 14,585 7,635 22,220 29 
It"'n~!!l! 30,9481 tjH NH ~,948' ~,!!!l1l !:it! tlH ;H,!!Ql' 2ll 

California-Superior 370,551 52,625 74,312 497,386 N/A N/A N/A N/A 21,185 501 
Colorado-TOTAL 78,391 11,998 20,138 110,527 70,578 10,031 8,795 89,402 2,534 87 

OIItriet 73,345 11,998 20,138 105,481 84,904d 10,031 8,795 63,730d 87 
WlI'e 5,046 NI:! Nt:! M;!8 MZg til:! I:!t:! UZi 

Conn5Ctlcut-S\ft."lor 24,157 3,773 NH 27,930 32,979 3,370 NH 38,349 3,g~ 45 
Dalawar_TOr. L 7,051 3,807 NH 10,858 14,189 2,014 NH 18,203 14 

SUperior -4,878 3,807 NH 8,865 6602 2,014 NH 8,616 11 
Qh!~ 2,173 tI!:! NH 2,17;\ Z:1i8Z !:it! NI:! ..1ML 3 

Olllrict of COlumblu-SUpdrior 100,478' 31,039r 7,410 206,il27rt 13,149" 8,816r 1,963 21,928"" 716 44 
Florida-CircUit 227,925 12,443 57~J~ 357~ 229,858 52~42 20~87 302~l'l a,357 272 
q.OCgl.-Suptrlor NtA N/A IA tl/A ~/A IA 4,926 88 
Hawllll-fOTAL 16,669 2,128 7,749 26,546 19,379 1,803 2,949 24,131 885 22 

Circuit 16,4~ 2'1J~ 7,749 26,311 19,258 1,803 2,949 24,008 22 
Land NH 38 78 NH NH 76 
T~ 197 NH NH ]97 4Z t:!t! NH 47 

Idaho-TOTAL 34,499 33,597r 7,374 76,470r 20,670' (I,578r 2,05l 29,299r• 820 88 
Oillrief 9,411 3,2/10 16 12,677 7,535' 823 8,3621 24 
Magl,t,.,. 25,0811 30,347r 7,358 62,793r 13~35 6~55r 2tr7 20,9311' 64 

IIIlnolt=lt/rcu/l 002,054 491,022r 30,266 ].123,342r IA IA IA t:!IA 11,14~ 603 
Indian_TOTAL N/A H/A NtA NtA NtA NtA N/A N/A 5,311 146 

C/rclill N/A N/A NH N/A H/A N/A NH N/A 84 
~rior N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A ~lIA N/A 58 
It n.1 N!;I NtA t:!H NtA NH Nt'" NH NtA ~ 

lowa-Ol.trlol 117,7671 85,1411' 5,535 206,443rt 47,0831 1I1,lI88r N/A 68,0!51f' 2,870 113" 
Kln __ OI.frlof 35,176 6,636 NH 41,811 111,448 1,900 NH 20,348 2,281 83 
ISIclII;~glaiwU ~!I,~~g ]2,§Q~ til:! S,Il!!! ~,!ld2' 19,~1 ~t! 1I!!,m' a,;J1I!! §2 
Loulllln_OI.triof 93,111 204,945 NH 2;8,058 N/ ... N/A NH NIA 3,791 125 
Mlln.-su~or 4,384 8,990 NH 13,354 1I~lIIIt 3tr4t NH 12~2' 1,05~ 14 
MarytlnQ-;Clrcull 53,570 27,865 24,827 105,11112 110. 11. N/A 11. 4,0;8 85 
bl ... gbllllll.-s~c 2M§ft ;H,Q~6 t:!f:! !!M~4 DII,ii!! ;\U~ I:!t! l2!!,~~ M2§ 4~ 
Mlchlgln-TOTAL 123,21)4 54,8971' NH 178,181 r 110,170 19,125rt NH 19Q,295r• 9,157 15e 

CircUli 122,334 24,349 NH 146,l1li3 109,~~ 12,031 NH 121,942 138 
~,cord.r" NH 30,~~r NH 30,548" 7,OII4rt NH 7,0114" 20 
~/!!II flSO NH 950 2§R N!j N!j i.§9 

MinntllOt_OI,tricl 20,334 7,453 N/A 21,787' 8,2111' 1~831 NIA 10~W' 3,926 7()1 
MI"'.Ir,pl-TOTAL 29,646 5,307 N/A 34,952' NIl. IA NIl. IA 2,348 65 

Clrcu I 12,153 5,307 NH 11,460 N/A N/ ... NH N/A 30 
Qbj~~ lZ,4~~ t:!!:! t:!l~ lM!li' t:!l~ tit:! ~l~ tll~ il~ 

MIMOwl-Clrcult 70,357 18,257 16~72 102~7l 63~~ 10~~ 10~~ 83,911t 4,783 111 
Montan_Dlatrict N/A N/A IA N/A 704!1 28 
Nebruka-OI,trlct 4,272 6,936 NH 21~08 N/'" N/A NH N/A 1,546 45 
N'va<II=Plffrlc! t:!IA t:!IA NlA lA NlA NtA NlA WA 592 25 
New Hlmpll1lr_Stlperior 15,791 5,842 NH 21,433 18,.411 4,508' NH 22,949/ 818 12 
Naw J_y-Suot:J,lor and CountY 57,872 27,248 NH 85,120 49,314 27,430 NH 76,744 7,316 201 
New M.xlco- .trlet 31,786 4,588 4,888 41,262 17,3051 

2re 2,7341 22,1351 1,147 32 
N.w York SlIm,", ,nd (iqunry 11931 38,674 NH ]S3,~ 61170" 'A I:!H 67,]111" 111,]20 ;\57 
North C.roll~.-su~lor 9,222b 52,551 NH 61,773 15,214b 17,~g~ NH 32,495 5,451 56 
North Oakot_OI,trlel 7,351 1,063 897 9,311 2,952 162 3,420 835 19 
Ohio-Common PI ... 250,161 31,230 195,503 477,900 186,522' 8,423 19,107 192,052' 10,759 296 
Qkll!l2!ll1::Q/!1!i21 132,83§ 6l,352r 6,!!7;! 201,06V l;H,272 ;\7,!!'fZrt ;\,4G j7§,~;HfI 2,Z]2 196 
or~on-TOTAL 46,035 14,383 N/A 50,4180 40,655 3,996 N/A «,851' 2,288 67,5 

Crcult 45,8oob 14,363 N/A 60,2731 40,472 3,996 N/A "4,4881 611,5 
Tax 145 NH NH 145 183 !:il:! !:it! 1§;l j 

PenntYIvanla-Common Pleas 1'.18,391' 104,576 38,350 281,317 46,281· 33,382 5,~~ 85~ 11,827 28S 
R~ l"and-SU~rior NtA NtA NH N/A N/A N/A 927 15 
South o.rolln_ Irault N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NtA N/'" N/A 2,818 25 
lI:2IIlb I2lbS!I.I !2'/¥U

'
1 111,116 12,''10 g,9Zg' ;!2,§~' t:!l~ !:il~ tll~ !:il~ ~ ;\7 

T.n~TOTAL 80,660 26,398 NH 109,056 54,235 16,014 NH 70,(~49 4,188 109 
Circuli .nd Crimln.1 48,119 28,396 NH 78,515 34,450 111,014 NH 5O,4So; 78-

~ 
28,338 NH NH 28,:l38 16,862 NH NH 111,882 111" 

SaWIty 4,2Q;3 NI:! t:!t! 402Q3 ;\,103 tlH tll:! ;J,103 "5 
Ta~Dlatrle! 240,243 80,"40 12,381 333,0« 270,880 88,l1li2 5,322 344,9a4 12,237 261 
Utah-Qlftmcl ill,;!~~ t84Z t:!1:! i~,1I11!! 1i,~ ZZ ~I:! 12,Hl2 1,2!!§ ill 
v.rmont-TOTAL 21,871 16,397f 

c 9J~ 39,248' 21,8$7 4,~ 265 28,818r ~71 18 

=r 6,020 ~,5 8;f'48 6,784 NH 6,803 ,- 7 
15,851 16,352f 980 ~ld3r 15,213 4,547f 2l1li 2O,015f 11 

llI[l1lcil=QI"1Il1 §I!,§!i!;l "],§ilQ NI:! lI21:11111 !Ia,4~ lM~ tlt! IIII,HZ ~,ez lllil 
Wuhl~on-SU&:or 78~29b' ' 14,284 N/ ... 91~Jl' N/A N/ ... N/" NIA 3,544 100 
W.t (IIlnl_ Ircu/! IA N/A N/A N/A NIA N/A NtA 1,803 65 
Wlaconeln-Clrcult .nd COUntY 229,143 57,0331' 15,750 301,936r 91,154' 19~38f N/A 110r2" , 4,807 182 
WXOmioa-OIffrlcl Z,332" j,357" NlA !!,H9bl tllA lA N/A lA 3M 13 
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Table 24: Analysis of general Jurisdiction total ea8eflow, 1975. 
With dispositions and end pending a8 a percent of filings, 
and number and percent change In pending. 

" -, 
e.glnnlng End As ~rcent change In 

State and court pending Filed Disposed pending o IIled pen Ing 

Dis- End Number Percent POSed Q!!ndlng 

Alabama-Circuit 56,226 101,546 101,961 55,891 1 100.3 55.0 -335 -0.6 
Alaska-Superior 4,877' 11,744 8,403 7,953' 71.6 NC 3,076 53.1 ' 
Arltona-Superlor 60,028' 80,517' 72,656' 67,889' 90.2 84.3 7,861 13.1 
Arkansas-TOTAL 53,590' 71,428 ~,258' 57,021' NC NC 3,431 6.4 

Olrcult 20,735 32,795 31,310 22,220 95.5 67.8 1,485 7.2 
Ohanc8rY. and Probate 32,855' i!l!,633 30,948' 3<1,601 • NC NO 1,946 5.9 

Oallfornla-Superlor N/A 602,470 497,368 N/A 82.6 N/A N/A N/A 
Colorado-TOTAL 78,761 121,168 110,527 89,402 91.2 73.8 10,541 13.5 

District 70,299d 118,912 105,481 83,730 d 88.7 70.4 13,431 19.1 
Water 8,462 2,256 5,046 5,672 223.7 251.4 -2.790 -33.0 

Oonn~ctlcut-Sueerlor 34,162 llO,117 27,1130 36,3!9 92.7 120.7 2,187 6,4 
Delaware-TOTAL 13,351 13,710 10,858 16,203 79.2 118.2 2,852 21.4 

SUperior 6,041 11,260 8,685 8,616 77.1 76.5 2,575 42.6 
Ohancery 7,310 2.450 2,173 7,587 68.7 309.7 277 3.8 

District 01 Columbia-Superior 17,485" 206,927" 213,96F 21,928 tr 96.7 10.2 4,443 25.4 
Florida Circuit ~61,~7 ll99,181 __ ~7,!&!3 302,865 89.6 75.9 41,498 15.9 
Georgia-Superior N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
HawaiI-TOTAL 23,949 26,728 26,546 24,131 99.3 90.3 182 0.8 

Circuit 23,829 26,490 26,311 24,008 99.3 90.6 179 0.8 
Land 65 49 38 76 77.6 155.1 11 16.9 
Talc 55 1!!9 197 47 104.2 24.9 -a -14.5 

Idaho-TQT.4L 25,4061'/' 79,349' 75,470' 29,299" 95.1 36.9 3,893 15.3 
Distr/{;t 8,2131' 12,812 12,677 8,362' 98.9 65.3 149 1.8 
Magistrate 17,1931'/ 68,537' 62,793' 20,937' 94.4 31.5 3,744 21.8 

gll~QIII-Clr!2ull N~~ 1,11!1,4~' 1,12~,~2' NlA 95.1 N/A tj/A N/A 
Indiana-TOTAL N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

airo:!1t N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
S'ff::,I'IOr N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
C mlt',11 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A /oJ/A N/A 

12:ti1 I21t~t §.ii,~]lIr. 2li,Zi§r 22§,~~~r. §§,QW' ~,!! t:!Q ",Q3ll ~.~ 
Kan.a_OI.trlot 20,119 42,038 41,1111 20,348 99.5 48.4 227 1,1 
Kentuoky-Clrcult 1I1I~~l 71,11&1 152,0117 gll~161 86.7 133.7 9~~ 10.7 
Louillanl-Ol,trlo/ll 335,1511 m,01l6 IA 88.\l N/A N/A 
Maln_Sujllerlor 11~1M 13,1182 13,354 12~32t 96.1 66.6 538 4.7 
Mlryland CIrcuit IA ua·2ee ]011.882 IA 94.3 NlA N/A N/A 
M .... chu .. tt_Superlor 123,268 67,730 61844 129,354 91.0 191.0 6,086 4.9 
Michigan-TOTAL 116,5351'1 190,310r• 176:181' 129,295r• NO 67.9 13,660 11.8 

Circuit 108,8('/ 159,778 148,683 121,942 91.8 76.3 13,095 12.0 
Recorder's 6,557" 29.5541'1 30,548r 7,09411 NO 24.0 537 8.2. 
Claims 2;}l liI76 950 259 97.1 26.5 28 12.1 

Minnesota-District 0,484' 29,3331 27,7871 10,024/' 94.7 34.2 1,560 18.4 
MISSISSIFtPI-TOTAL N/A 60,334' 34,952' N/A 57.9 N/A N/A N/A 

C/rcut N/A 22,668 17,460 N/A 77,0 N/A N/A N/A 
Chancery N/A 37,666' 17,4921 N/A 46.4 N/A N/A N/A 

Missouri Circuit 76,Q75 110,!!ii§ 102,986 !l3,914 ~2.9 75.7 7,839 10.3 
Montana-Dlatrlct N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Nebra8l<a-O/.ttrlct N/A 21,872 21,208 N/A 97.0 N/A N/A N/A 
Nevada-District N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
P~ew Hampshire-Superior 20,608 23,719 21,433 22,9491 90.4 96.8 2,341 11.4 
tjew .!!!!!~~ul2!!rlo~ and !2o~Q~ §Z,3llll ~,Z31 115,J20 76,7~4 89,\! 81.0 9,611 14.3 
NaW Mexico-District 23,831 40,599 41,262 22,135/ 101.6 54.5 -1,696 -7.1 
New York-Supreme and County 53,t56' 154,763 153,405 67,170" 99.1 NC 4,014 6.4 
North Oarollna-Superlor 29,844 54,~24 61,773 32,495 95.9 50.4 2,651 R.9 
NOlth Dakota-O/strlct 4,370 8,361 9,311 3,420 111.4 40.9 -950 -21,7 
Ohl!C;Oommon e.lea8 1~9,59Q 1 475,6/H 4Z7,900 192,052' 100.5 NC -7,538 -3.8 
Oklahoma-District 143,72911 232,880' 201 ,061 r 175,434r• 86.3 75.3 31,705 22.1 
Oregon-TOTAL 43,7861 72,729 60,418' 44,6511 NC NO 865 2.0 

Olrcult 43,690' 72,497 60,273' 44,4681 NC NC 778 1.8 
Ta)( 96 232 145 183 62.5 78.9 87 90.6 

eennsxlvanla-Common PleaD 73,292 293,608 281,317 85,583 95.8 29.1 12,291 16.8 
RhOde Island-Suoerlor N/A 10,207 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
South Oarollna-Clrcult ~/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
South Dakota-Circuit rllA 4,2101 32,558' N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 
Tennessee-TOTAL 69,119/ 110,168 109,056 70,249 9f.0 63.8 1,130 1.6 

Circuit ami Criminal 50,9281 76,051 76,515 50,454 10'J.a 66.4 -464 -0.9 
Ch.nc.~ 15,451 1 29,569 28,338 16,682 (5.8 56.4 I,m 8.0 
~!ll! I/l... !ig!.!ifl 2,74Qt 4,~H ~,20~ ~,1Q~ !i!2,O 68.0 13.2 

T.xa_OI.trlct 320,1129 357,1109 333,044 344,994 93.2 98.5 24,465 7.6 
Utah-DI.trlcl 7,688 28,1572 23,m 12,580 83.7 43.9 4,682 59.3 
Vermont-TOTAL 211,388r 311,1170' 311,248' 26,818r M.9 67.6 422 1.8 

Superior 11,5411 6,318 8,06S 11,803 96.0 107.7 254 3.9 
I21lldQt li,~zr ~,~§]' ~,]G' 2Q,Ql~r iiMi " llQ,O 168 -.I1..L.. 

Virginia-Circuit 9O~J~t 104,5112 101,1&3 &3~7A 98.8 89.8 3~7~ 3.7 
VI"hln~ton-s~rlor 1111,840 81~)l' NC N/A N/A 
We.t V rglnla- Ircull N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Wlsconlln-Clrcult and CoUiI:;- 111,3841l 247,&!I31'1 301 ,936r 110,2921'1 NC 44.5 -1,092 -1.0 
~QmlnIil=Dlstrl!2t NlA 9.1516' _ !!,!&!9b, N/A 90.4 N/A N/A N/A 
NOTE: Alphabetical lootnotee rele, t., the lootnot .. In Part II, where ltatlltlcal rrhe number 01 pending cases was computed by NCSI" statt when filing" 
protlles tor courts 01 generallurlsdlctlon In o,,,ch state are dlaplayed. dllpoeltlons, and either beginning or end pending were available • 

• Not all data were available lor Inclusion In the total. Each court·s profile In Part II 
NI A-Thla case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. may be relerenced tor a determination 01 the missing data. 
NG-The number was not computed because 01 Incomplet. or Incomperable 'Change In pending does not equal the dltter~nce between IIlIngs and 

data. Computation 01 tne number was deemed Inappropriate. dlspOlitlons. The numbers appear as reported. 
r Minor trattlc and minor ordinance cases Bre not Included lor those courts 

handling them. 

~----------------------------------------------------
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Table 25: Analysis of general Jurisdiction total caseflow, 1975.' 
States ranked by population, with dispositions and end pending 
as a percent of filings, and number and percent change ·In . pending. 

State 
As ~rcent Cha~81n 

a flied pen lno 
State and court population Beginning Flied Disposed End 

In pending pending DIs- End Number Percent thousands DOSed Q!ndlnll 

ealllornla-Super/or ' 21,185 N/A 602,470 497,388 N/A 82,6 N/A N/A N/A 
New YOrk-S"rreme and County 18,12Q 63.156' 154,763 153,405 67,170·' 99,1 Ne 4,014 6,4 
Texas-Dl8trla 12,237 320,529 357,509 333;044 344,994 93.2 98.5 24,465 7.6 
Pennsylvania-Common P/eaR 11,827 73,292 293,608 281,317 85,583 95,8 29.1 12,291 16.8 
IIl1nols-Clrs;ult 11,145 N/A 1,181,494r 1,123,342r N/A 95.1 N/A N/A N/A 
Ohle>-Common Pleas 10,759 199,590' 475,664 477,900 192,052' 10Q.5 Ne -7,538 -3.8 
MichIgan-TOTAL 9,157 115,635f1 190,310r• 178,181 r 129,295r• NC 67.9 13,660 11.8 

CIrcuit 108,847 159,776 146,663 121,942 91.6 76.3 13,095 12.0 
Recorder's 6,557" 29,554r• 3O,548r 7,094f1 Ne 24.0 537 6.2 
Cllllm8 231 978 950 259 97.1 26.5 28 12.1 

Florida-Circuit 8,357 261,367 399,181 357,663 302,865 89.8 75.9 41,498 15.9 
New Jersey-Superior and County '7,316 67,133 94,731 85,120 76,744 89.9 81.0 9,611 14.3 
Massachusett&-super/or 5,828 123,266 67,730 61.644 129,354 91.0 191.0 6,088 4.9 
!!orth Carolln&-Sueerlor 5,451 29,644 54,424 61,773 32,495 95.9 50.4 2,651 8.9 
Indiana-Superior 5,311 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Circuit N/A N/A N/A N/A ill/A N/A N/A N/A 
SU{;;rlor N/A N/A ,N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Crmlnal N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A' 

Vlrglnia-Clrcllit 4,967 90,4761 104,562 101,193 93,667 98.6 69.8 3,U9 3.7 
Georgla--5uperlor 4,926 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
MllISOurJ-Clrcult 4,763 76,075 110,825 102,986 83,914 92.9 75.7 7,839 10,3 
Wisconsin-Circuit and C0.unly 4,607 111,364r, 247,953r l 301,936r 110,29211 NC 44.5 -1,092 -1.0 
Tenn __ TOTAL 4,168 69,119t 110,186 109,056 70,249 99.0 63.8 1,130 1.6 

Circuit 50,9281 76,051 76,515 50,4.54 100.6 66.4 .... 64 -0.9 
Chancery 15,4511 29,569 28,338 16,662 95.8 56.4 1,231 6.0 
LaW and E!lUI~ 2,740t 4,566 4,203 3,103 92.0 68.0 363 13.2 

Maryland-Circuit 4,098 N/A 112,266 105,682 N/A 94.3 N/A N/A N/A 
Mlnneeota-DI,trlct 3,926 8,454' 29,333' 27,7671 10,02411 94.7 34.2 1,560 1B.4 
Louisiana-District 3,791 N/A 335,156 298,056 N/A 68.9 N/A N/A N/A 
Alabama-Circuit a,614 56,226 101,546 101,981 55,891 I. 100.3 55.0 -335 -0.6 
Washlngton--5uperlor 3,544 N/A 116,540 91,1131 N/A NO N/A N/A N/A 
Kentucky-Circuit 3,398 86,453 71,591 62,057 95,7161 86.7 133.7 9,263 10.7 
Connectlcut--5uperlor 3,095 34,162 30,117 27,930 36,349 92.7 120.7 2,187 6.4 
Iowa DI~trlct ~ '2,870 60,41 sr. 219,795r 208,443r, 66,OSlI" 94.8 Ne S,636 9.3 
South Oarollna-Clrcult ,2,818 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A WA N/A 
Oklahoma-District 2,712 143,72911 232,880r 201,061' 17S,4341l 86.3 75.3 31,705 22.1 
Colorado-TOTAL 2,534 78,761 121,166 110,527 89,402 91.2 73.B 10,641 13.5 

District 70,299d 118,912 105,481 ' 83,730d 88.7 70.4 13,431 19.1 
Wat!!r 8,462 2,256 5,046 5,672 223.7 251.4 -2,790 -33.0 

MISSISSlftPI-TOTAL 2,346 N/A 60,334' 34,9521 N/A 57.9 N/A N/A N/A 
Clrcut N/A 22,666 17,460 N/A 77.0 N/A N/A N/A 
Q,h!ncerx. N/A 37,666' 17,492' N/A 46.4 N/A N/A N/A 

or~on-TOTAL 2,268 43,786' 72,729 60,4161 44,651' NO NC 865 2.0 
Crcult 43,6901 12,4$7 60,273' 44,468' NC NO 778 1.8 ' 
Tax 96 232 145 183 62.5 78,9 67 90.8 

Kansas-District 2,267 20,119 42,038 41,811 20,346 99.5 48,4 227 1.1 
Arizona-Superior 2,224 60,0281 80,5171 72,6561 67,889' 90.2 64.3 7,861 13.1 
Arkansaa-TOTAL 2,116 53,5901 71,428 62,2581 57,G21' NO Ne 3,431 6.4 

Circuit 20,735 32,795 31,310 22,220 95.5 67.8 1,485 7.2 
ChanclUX. Bnd Prob~te 32,855 t 38,633 30,9481 34,601' Ne NC 1,946 5.9 

West Virginia-Circuit 1,803 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Nebraska-District 1,546 N/A 21,872 21,208 N/A 97.0 N/A N/A N/A 
Utan-Dlstrlct 1,206 7,896 28,672 23,990 12,580 83.7 43.9 4,682 59.3 
New Mexlce>-Dlstrict 1,147 23,831 40,599 41,262 22,135 / 101.6 54.5 -1,896 .. 7.1 
M!lr'6-SUei!rlor 1,059 11,494 13,892 13,354' 12,0321 96.1 86.6 ~ 4.7 
Rhode Island-Superior 927 N/A 10,207 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Ha .... ,;J-TOTAL 865 23,949 26,728 26,546 24,131 99.3 90.3 182 0.8 

'-,,(Cult 23,829 26,490 26,311 24,008 ~3 90.6 179 0.8 
Land 65 49 .38 76 77.8 155.1 11 16.9 
Tax 55 189 197 47 104.2 24.9 -8 -14:5 

Idaho-TOTAL 820 25,4061'11 79,349r 7!i,470r 29,29911 95.1 36.9 3,893 15.3 
District 8,213/1 . 12,812 12,577 8,362' 98.9 65.3 149 1.8 
MB~strBte 17,1931'1 66,537r e2,793 f 20,937f 94.4 31.5 3,744 21.8 

New ampshlr6-Superlor 818 20,608 21,719 21,433' 22,9491 90.4 96.8 2,341 11.4 
Mont!na-Dlslrlct 748 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NlA 
District of Oolumbla-Superlor 716 17,485r, 213,961 r 206,927r, 21,9281l0 96.7 10.2 4,443 25.4 
South Dakota-Circuit 683 N/A 4,210' 32,5561 N/A Ne N/A N/A N/" 
North Dakota-District 635 4,370 8,361 9,311 3,420 111.4 40.9 -950 -21.7 
t:jev!!da Dlstr/~t 592 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Delaware--TOTAL 579 13,351 13,710 10,656 16,203 79.2 118.2 2,852 21.4 

Superior 6,041 1.1,260 8,665 8,616 77.1 76.5 2,575 42.6 
ChanceQ! 7,310 2,450 2,173 1:.567 68.7 309.7 277 3.8 

Vermont-TOTAL 471 26,398f 39,670r 3~,246r 26,618r 98.9 67.9 422 1.6 
Super/or 6.1S49 6,319 6,085 6,803 96.0 107.7 254 3.9 
District 19;;1~~33.35jr 33,163r 20,015r 99.5 60.0 1§11 o.g 

Wyoming-District 374 . NIA 9,616' 8;669" N/" 00.4 N/A N/A N/A 
~u~uE1!!rlor 352 4,8771 11,744 8,403 ' 7,953' 71.6 NO 3,076 63.1 

NOTE: Alphabetical footnotes refer to the tootnotes In Part II, yvhere statistical tThe number of pending ~ was computed by NCSP eta" when fillnos, 
profllee for courts ot general Jurisdiction In each sta!e are displayed. dlspoeltlons and either beginning or end pending were available. 

'Not all data were avallabl.e for Inclusion In the total. Eacll C')!!rt's profile In Part II 
NI A-This caae type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. may be referenced for a determination of the mlaelno data. " 

Ne-Tlle number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable data. IChange In pending dOfl!l not. equal ther"dlfference betMe.n fillnos and 

Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate. dlspoeltlons. The numbers appear .. reported. ' 

r Minor traffic and minor ordinance ~ are not Included tor thoee courts 
handling ttlem. ~). 

\\~i 
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Civil c ... llow (Table. 26-31) 

All tables presented in this section portray civil 
caseflow during 1975. The first three tables, 26 
through 28, show civil caseflow in general jurisdic­
tion courts. The last three tables, 29 through 31, show 
total reported court caseflow from both general and 
limited jurisdiction courts for domestic relations, 
probate, and mental health cases. 

Several of the same measures used in Tables 24 
and 25 are shown in Tables 26 and 27, and 29-31. 
These measures indicate the ability of a court to cope 
with its caseload. 

The first comparative measure used is the number 
of cases disposed during the year, listed as a 
percentage of the number of cases filed during the 
year. The number indicates the ability of the court to 
dispose of its workload. A low percentage here 
indicates that a court is falling behind in processing 
new cases. 

The second comparative measure used is the 
number of pending cases at the end of the year 
shown as a percentage of the numher of filings. If 
pending cases equal the number of filings (100 
percent), theri a court has the equivalent of a year's 
filings on hand at year end. A percentage over 100 
would indicate that the court has more than a year's 
accumulation of filings pending at the end of the 
year. 

The third and fourth measures used in these tables 
deal with end pending figures. Both the number 
change and percentage change in pending cases 
measure the increase or decrease in the number of 
cases on hand at year end compared with the 
beginning pendings. Like the two measures previous­
ly discussed, these figures indicate the ability of a 
court to handle its caseload. 

The jurisdictions of the courts to be compared 
should always be checked in the court organization 
charts located in Part II of this report. Comparisons 
should not be made between general jurisdiction 
courts with dissimilar jurisdiction. 

In addition, when making any comparison of 
relative size of caseload among states, it is important 
to note case count definitions. Comparing states 
using different units of count may yield misleading 
results. Footnotes to Tables 26-28 indicate the 
various units of count used by the states for the 
reported civil cases. Definitions of the terms used to 
count cases are contained in the glossary of this 
report. The most common practice in counting civil 
cases is to count the case when a petition or 
complaint is filed with the clerk of court. Other 
methods are to count cases when they are placed on 

the calendar, to count ca~es with the filing of'the note 
of issue, or to count cases when the first answer is 
filed. These latter three methods of counting cases 
will result in a smaller caseload than when all 
petitions or complaints are counted. Some states 
report that they have not established a uniform 
. definition for counting cases, while other states 
indicate that their definition is not always used by 
their courts. 

General Jurisdiction Civil CaseDow (fables 26-28) 

Table 26. The total civil caseflow for general 
jurisdiction courts is shown on Table 26. In addition 
to caseflow figures, dispositions and pending cases in 
each court are shown as a percentage of the number 
of cases filed during the year. The number change 
and percentage change in cases pending at year end 
compared to the beginning pendings are also shown. 
The unit used to count cases in each state is indicated 
in the footnotes. 

The caseflow data in this table are arranged to 
allow analysis of caseflow within a state. The four 
measures computed are intended to aid in this 
intrastate analysis. Direct interstate comparisons 
should not be made without careful comparison of 
the subject matter jurisdiction and unit of count. 

The analytical measures used on this chart and 
others reveal that the problems in maintaining 
currency of caseload are greater for civil than for 
either criminal or juvenile cases. Of the 41 states for 
which the number of dispositions could be computed 
as a percent of the number of filings, 27 states 
disposed of at least 90 percent of the number of cases 
filed. In five states, the total number of cases 
disposed was greater than the number of cases filed, 
so that the number of pending cases was reduced. On 
the other hand, in five states total dispositions were 
less than 80 percent of the number of mings. 

If Table 26 is compared with Tables 32 and 39, it 
becomes apparent that the size of the pending 
casGload relative to the number of filings is much 
higher for civil than for either criminal or juvenile 
caseflow. Of the 33 states in which pending caseload 
can be compared to filings, 11 had more civil cases 
pending at the end of the year than were filed. Only 1 
out of 34 states reported more criminal cases pending 
than were filed. No states reported more juvenile 
cases pending than were filed. 

Seven states had less than 50 percent of the 
number of civil cases filed still pending at the end of 
the year. Twenty of 34 states reported less than 50 
percent of the number of criminal cases filed still 
pending at the end of the year. Twelve of 14 states 



reported less than 50 percent of the number of 
juvenile ca&es filed still pending at the end of the 
year. 

Of the 35 states for which the percent change in 
pending civil cases could be calculated, 5 states 
exhibited a decrease in the number of cases pending. 
Over two-thirds, or 26 states, had a percent increase 
in pending between 0 percent and 20 percent. 

Table 27. The same civil caseflow contained in 
Table 26 is shown on Table 27, but the states are 
ranked by estimated 1975 state population. Ranking 
states by population allows comparison of states with 
similar populations, once the similarity of jurisdic­
tion has been established. All the caveats noted for 
Table 26 apply to this table. Ranking states by 
population does not reveal a relationship between 
population and the ability of a court to cope with its 
caseload. 

Table 28. A detailed breakdown by catt:gory of the 
total civil caseload presented in Tables 23, 26, and 27 
is provided in Table 28. 
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In the headings of this table, tort cases have been 
reported as auto-tort, non-auto tort (torts not involv­
ing autos), or unclassified tort (reported tort cases 
which could not be classified as either auto or non­
auto tort cases). The law and equity categories 
contain only those cases that did not clearly belong 
in any other category on this table. 

If case definitions were comparable from state to 
state, then certain civil case categories could be 
compared among states for those states where 
exclusive jurisdiction for these cases rests in the 
general jurisdiction courts. Cases classified as mental 
health in one state, however, might be classified as 
other civil in another state. Likewise, variations in 
jurisdiction might exist because certain cases-do­
mestic relations, for example-which are handled in 
the general jUrisdiction courts in one state may also 
be processed in a limited or special jurisdiction court 
in another state. In addition, variations in case­
counting definitions as footnoted on the tables must 
be considered before interstate comparisons are 
attempted. 

---------"-------" 
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Table 26: Analysis of general jurisdiction civil caseflow, 1975. 
With dispositions and end pending as a percent of filings, 
and number and percent change In pending. 

Beginning Flied Disposed End As Fllrcent chan~e In 
pending pending o Illed pen Ing 

State and court 
Dis- End NUmber Percent oosecf (!!!ndlng 

Alabama-Circuit' 45,686 75,869' 75,981 45,5541 100.1 60.0 -132 -0.3 
Alaska-Superior' 4,426 9,283 6,327 7,382 68.2 79.5 2,956 66.8 
Arlzona-S'!f&rlor' 54,344· 63,599' 56,389' 61,554· 88.7 96.8 7,210 13.3 
Arkansall- OTAL' 46,7091 58,441 50,0251 49,3861 NC NC 2,677 5.7 

Circuit' 13,854 19,808 19,077 14,585 96.3 73.6 731 5.3 
Chance!!! and Probate' 32,8551 38,633 30,9481 34,801 1 NC NC 1,946 5.9 

Calltornla-Superiorl N/A 467,092 370,551 N/A 79.3 N/A N/A N/A 
Colorado-TOTAL' 64,166 84,801 78,391 70,576 92.4 63.2 6,410 10.0 

Dlstrlcf'l' 55,704" 82,545. 73,345 64,904" 88.9 78.6 9,200 16.5 
Water 8,462 2,256 5,046 5,672 223.7 251.4 -2,790 -33.0 

Connecticut Sue.srlor' 31,960 25,176 24,157 32,979 96.0 131.0 1,019 3.2 
Delawara-TOTAL! 11,617 9,623 7,051 14,189 73.3 147.4 2,572 22.1 

Superior' 4,307 7,173 4,878 6,602 68.0 92.0 2,295 53.3 
Chancery' 7,310 2,450 2,173 7,587 88.7 309.7 277 3.8 

District 01 Columbla-Superio" 12,2591 171,959 168,4781 13,149.
' 

98.0 7.6 890 7.3 
Florida Circuit' 203,633 254,148 227,925 229,856 89.7 90.4 26,223 12.9 
Georgla-5uperlor N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
HawaiI-TOTAL' 19,145 16,903 16.669 19,379 98.6 114.6 234 1.2 

Circuit' 19,025 16,665 16,434 19.256 ge.6 115.5 231 1.2 
Land 65 49 38 76 77.6 155.1 11 16.9 
Tax 55 189 197 47 104.2 24.9 -a -14.5 

Idaho-TOTAL! 17,9311' 37,224 34,499 20,6701 92.7 55.5 2,739 15.3 
District' 7,231 If 9,701 9,411 7,535' 97.0 77.7 304 4.2 
Magistrate' 10,7001 27,523 25,068 13.135 91.2 47.7 2,435 22.8 

IIIlnolll-Clrcult' N/A 832,664 602,054 N/A 95.2 N/A N/A N/A 
Indiana-TOTAL N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Clreult f:ol/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

sr;c::/ior N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
C mlnal NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A N/A 

Iowa District' 46,2311 124,165 117,767' 47,0831 94.8 37.9 852 1,8 
Kansas-District' 18,309 35,312· 35,175 18,446 99.6 52.2 137 0.7 
Kentucky-Circuit' 75,628 50,859 49,449 84,8621 84.0 144.2 9,254 12.2 
Loulslana-Dlstricl'" N/A 122,633 93.111 N/A 76.0 N/A N/A N/A 
Malna-Superlor' 7.394 5,158 4,364 8,188/ 84.6 158.7 794 10.7 
Ma!:llland· Circuit' N/A 57,330 53,570 N/A 93.4 N/A N/A N/A 
Massachu6etts-Superlor' 85,301 32,247 27,558 89,990 85.5 279.1 4.689 5.5 
Michigan-TOTAL' 100,274 133,180 123,284 110,170 92.6 82.7 9,896 9.9 

Circuit' 100,043 132,202 122,334 109,911 92.5 83.1 9,868 9.9 
Recorder's NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

....Q!!lms' 231 978 950 25r:1 97.1 26.5 28 12.1 
Mlnnesota-Dlstric'" 7,237 21,342 20,334 8,261 1 95.3 38.7 1,024 14.1 
MISSlsslftPI-TOTAL' N/A 52,889 29,645 N/A 56.1 N/A N/A N/A 

Cireul NlA 15,223 12,153 N/A 79.8 N/A N/A N/A 
Chancery' N/A 37.668 17,492 N/A 46.4 N/A N/A N/A 

Mlsaourl-.... Clrcull'" 59,093 74,314 70,357 63,050 94.7 84.8 3,957 6.7 
Montana--Dlstrict N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Nebraaka·-Dlstrlct' N/A 15,229 14,272 N/A 93.7 N/A N/A N/A 
Nevada-District N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Nlw Hampshlra-Superio" 16.835 17,398 15,791 18,441 1 90.\3 106.0 1,806 9.5 
~~Su(!!!rlor and Counn:! 43,955 63,231 57,872 49,314 91.S 78.0 5,359 12.2 
New Mlxlco-Dlstrict' 19,798 30,374 31,786 17,3051 104.6 57.0 -2,493 -12.6 
NIW York--Supreme and County' 63,156 119,009 114,731 67,170" 96.4 58.4 4,014 6.4 
North Caroilns-Superlor' 13,517b 10,919b 9,222b 15,214b 84.5 139.3 1,697 12.6 
North Dakol!a-Dlstrlct' 3,873 8,430 7,351 2,952 114.3 45.9 -921 -23.8 
Ohlo-!22mmon Pleas' 172,169' 249,822 250,167 166,522' 100.1 NC -5,847 -3.3 
Oklahomil-"'str'ct' 109,255 157,853 13?,838 134,272 84.2 85.1 25,017 22.9 
or~on-TOTAL' 39,767 47,064 46,035 40,655 97.8 86.4 888 2.2 

Creult' 39,671 b 46,832 45,890b 40,472 98.0 86.4 801 2.0 
Tax 96 232 145 183 62.5 78.9 87 90.6 

Penna¥lvgn!II::-Common Pleas' 40,840· 143,832· 138,391 c 46,281· 96.2 32.2 5,441 13.3 
Rhode lalandl--S~riO" N/A 6.542 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
South Carollnar- lreult N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
South Dakota--Clreult' N/A N/A 16,116 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Tennes_ TOTAL' 54,1711 80,724 80,660 54,235 99.9 67.2 64 0.1 

Clreult and Criminal' 35,9801 46,589 48,119 34,450 103.3 73.9 -1,530 4.3 
Chancery' 15,4511 29,569 28,338 16,682 95.8 56.4 1,231 8.0 
Law and Egui~ 2,7401 4,566 4,203 3,103 92.0 68.0 363 13.2 

Texall-Dlstricf'l' 246.045 264,888 240,243 270.690 90.7 102.2 24.645 10.0 
Utah-District' 7,817 26,029 21,343 12,503 82.0 48.0 4,686 5e.9 
Vermont-TOTAL' 22,120 21,748 21.871 21,997 100.6 101.1 -123 -0.6 

Superior' 6,529 6,276 6,020 6.784 95.9 108.1 255 3.9 
District' 15,591 15,473 15,851 15,213 102.4 98.3 -378 -2.4 

Vlrglnla-Clreult' 79.0581 62,938 59,563 82,433 94.6 131.0 3.375 4.3 
wallhln~tOIl-SU&::rior' N/A 90.663 76.829' N/A 84.7 N/A N/A N/A 
We,t V rglnla- lreult N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
WlIII:onaill-Clreult and County' 90.9231 192,243' 229,143 91,154' NC 47.4 231 0.3 
Wvoml!!ll::Dlstr/ct' N/A 7,987' 7,332b N/A 91.8 N/A N/A N/A 
NOTE: Alphabetical lootnotes reler to the footnotes In Pllrt II, where statistical 'Not ali data were available lor Inclusion In the total. Each court·s profile In Part II 
promea for courts of general jurisdiction In each state are displayed. may be referenced lor a determination of the mlsaln~ data. 

NI A-this case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
IChange In pending does not equal the d fference between Illings and 

dispositions. The numbers appear as reported. 
NC--The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable 

'Civil cases are counted with the IIlIng ot a petition or complaint. data. Com~utatlon of the number was deemed Inappropriate. 
NH-Th s case type Is not handled In this court. "CIvil cases are counted when they are placed on the jury or non-jury calendar. 

"cIvil cases are counted at the note ollsaue. 
/The number 01 pending cases was computed by NCSP staff when flilingn, 'CIvil cases are counted when the IIrst a08wer Is flied. 

dlapoaltlons and either beginning or erod pending were available. "'!'here was no consistent dell~ltlon used lor the civil case. 
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Table 27: Analysis of general Jurisdiction civil caseflow, 1975. 
States ranked bYr;.K)pulatlon, with dispositions and end pending as a percent of 
filings, and numbEl!' and percent change In pending. 

State As nrcent Change In 
porcu- Beginning End o Illed pending 

State and court laton pending Flied Disposed pending 
In DIs- End Number Percent thousands oosed e!!odlnil 

Calilornla-Superior' 21,185 N/A 467,092 370,551 N/A 79,3 N/A N/A N/A 
New YOrk-su~reme and County' 18,120 63,156 119,009 114,731 67,170el 96,4 56,4 4,014 6,4 
Texas-Dlslric , 12,237 246,045 264,888 240,243 270,690 90,7 102,2 24,645 10,0 
Pennlylvanla-Oommon Pleas' 11,827 40,640e 143,832" 138,391 e 46,281 e 96,2 32,2 5,441 13,3 
1IIInols-Olrcul!' 11,145 N/A 632,664 602,054 N/A 95·2 N/A N/A !!I/A 
Ohio-Common Pleas' 10,759 172,1691 249,822 250,167 166,5221 100,1 NC -Et,647 -3,3 
Michigan-TOTAL' 9,157 100,274 133,160 123,264 110,170 92,6 82,7 51,396 9,9 

CirculI' - 100,043 132,202 122,334 109,911 92,5 83,1 51,868 9.9 
Recorder's NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Claims' 231 978 950 259 97.1 26.5 28 12.1 

Florlda-Olrcull' 8,357 203,633 254,148 227,925 229,856 89,7 90,4 2EI,223 12,9 
New Jersey-Superior and Oounty' 7,316 43,955 63,231 57,872 49,314 91,5 78,0 5,359 12,2 
Masaachusett&-Superlor' 5,828 85,301 32,247 27,558 89,990 85,5 279,1 ~I,689 5.5 
NO[jh Carollna-Sueerlor' 5,451 13,517" 10,919" 9,222" 15,214" 64,5 139.3 1,697 12.6 
Indiana-TOTAL 5,311 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Olrcull N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
sut::,rior N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Ormlnal NH NH NH NH NH NH N/A !!I/A 

Vlrglnla-Olrcull' 4,967 79,0581 62,938 59,563 82,433 64.6 131,0 3,375 4,3 
Georgia-Superior 4,926 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Mlssourl-Olrcul!'" 4,763 59,093 74,314 70,357 63,050 64,7 64,8 3,957 6,7 
Wllllonsln-Olrcult and Ooun~' 4,607 90,9231 192,2431 229,143 91,154 / NO 47,4 231 0.3 
Tenne_TOTAL! 4,186 54,171t 80,724 60,660 54,235 99,9 67,2 64 0,1 

Circuit and Orimlna/' - 35,9601 46,589 48,119 34,450 103.3 73,9 -1,530 -4,3 
ohanceif' - 15,4511 29,569 28,338 16,682 95,6 56.4 1,231 8.0 
Law an E!lu/~ 2,7401 4,566 4,203 3,103 92,0 68.0 363 13.2 

Maryland-Olrcult' 4,096 N/A 57,330 53,570 N/A 93,4 N/A IN/A N/A 
Mlnnesota-Dlstric'" 3,926 7,237 21,342 20,334 8,261 1 95,3 38,7 1,024 14,1 
Loulslana-Dlstric!'" 3,791 N/A 122,633 93,111 N/A 76.0 N/A N/A N/A 
Alabama-Qlrcul/' 3,614 45,686 75,86ge 75,981 45,5541 100.1 60.0 -132 -0.3 
Washlngton-Superlor' 3,544 N/A 90,663 76,8291 N/A 64,7 N/A N/A N/A 
Kentuckic;;jClrcUII' 3,396 75,628 58,859 49,449 64,8821 64,0 144.2 9,254 12.2 
Connect cut-Superior' 3,095 31,960 25,176 24,157 32,979 96,0 131,0 1,019 3.2 
Iowa District' 2,670 46,2311 124,185 117,7671 47,0631 64.8 37,9 652 1.8 
South Carollna-Olrcull 2,816 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Oklahoma-District' 2,712 109,255 157,853 132,636 134,272 64,2 65,1 25,1)17 22,9 
Colorado-TOTAL! 2,534 64,166 84,801 76,391 70,578 92,4 63,2 6,0110 10.0 

District' - 55,704. 82,54e G 73,345 64,904" 68,9 78,6 9,200 16,5 
Water 6,462 2,256 5,046 5,672 223.7 251.4 -2,1'90 -33.0 

MllISlSSlrrpl--TOTAL' 2,346 N/A 52,889 29,645 N/A 56,1 N/A N/A N/A 
Olrcut N/A 15,223 12,153 N/A 79,8 N/A N/A N/A 
Chanc"Dc:' N/A 37,666 17,492 N/A 46.4 N/A N/A N/A 

or~on-TOTAL 2,288 39,767 47,064 46,035 40,655 97.8 86,4 688 2,2 
Orcult' - 39,671" 46,832 45,890" 40,472 98,0 86,4 801 2,0 
!ax 96 232 145 1~ 62.5 78.9 87 90.6 

KanSllll-Dlstrlct' 2,267 18,309 35,312- 35,175 18,446 99.6 52,2 137 0.7 
Arizona-Superior' 2,224 54,344" 63,59ge 56,389" 61,554e 88,7 96.8 7,210 13.3 
Arkansas-TOTAL' 2,116 46,7091 58,441 50,0251 49,3861 NC NC 2,677 5,7 

Olrcult' - 13,854 19,808 19,077 14,685 96,3 73,6 731 5,3 
Chanc!!Y, and ProbSte' - 32,8551 38,633 30,6481 34,8011 NO NC 1,646 5.9 

Welt Virginia-CirculI 1,803 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Nebraska-Dlslrlcl' 1,546 N/A 15,229 14,272 N/A 93.7 N/A N/A N/A 
Utah-Dlstrlcl' 1,206 7,817 26,029 21,343 12,503 82.0 48.0 4,686 59,9 
New Mexlco-Dlstricl' 1,147 19,798 30,374 31,786 17,3051 104,6 57,0 -2,493 -12.6 
Maln_Sul1!!rlor' 1,059 7,364 5,158 4,364 8,168/ 64.6 158.7 764 10.7 
Rhode Island-Superior' 927 N/A 6,542 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
HawaiI-TOTAL' 865 19,145 16,903 16,669 19,379 98,6 114,6 234 1,2 

Circuit' - 19,025 16,665 16,434 19,256 98.6 115.5 231 1,2 
Land 65 49 38 76 77.6 155,1 11 16,9 
Tax 55 189 1117 47 104.2 24.9 -8 -14.5 

Idaho-TOTAL' 820 17,931fJ 37,224 34,499 20,6701 92.7 55,5 2,~~ 15.3 
District' 7,231 II 9,701 9,411 7,5351 97,0 77.7 4,2 
Ma~strat/l' - 10,7001 27,523 25,088 13,135 91.2 47,7 2,435 22,8 

New ampshlr&-Superio" 818 16,835 17,398 15,791 18,441 / 90.8 106.0 1,606 9,5 
Montana-Qlstrict 748 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/6 N/A N/A N/A 
District 01 Columbla-Superio" 716 12,2591 171,959 168,4781 13,149"' 98.0 7.6 890 7,3 
South Dakota-Circuit' 683 N/A N/A 16,116 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
North Dakota-District' 635 3,873 6,430 7,351 2,952 114,3 45.9 -921 -23.8 
!!Ievgd!! DI§lrlct 592 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NlA N/A N/A 
Delawar_TOTAL' 579 11,617 9,623 7,051 14,189 73,3 147,4 2,k72 22,1 

Superior' 4,307 7,173 4,878 6,602 68.0 92,0 2,295 53.3 
~nc!!!J(! 7,310 2,450 2,173 7,§!!7 !IP 309.7 277 3.8 

Vermont-TOTAL' 471 22,120 21,748 21,871 21,997 100.6 101.1 -123 -0.6 
Superior' 6,529 6,275 6,020 6,764 95.9 108.1 255 3.9 
!2I!triQt' - 15,591 15,473 15,851 1§,213 102.4 ~.3 -3Z8 -2.4 

Wyoming-District' 374 N/A 7,987- 7,332" N/A 91.8 N/A N/A N/A 
Alllke-SuDerlor' 352 4,426 9,263 6,327 7,382 68.2 79.5 2,9~ 66.8 
NOTE: Alphabetical lootnotes reler to the lootnotes In Part II, where statistical INot all data were available lor Inclusion In the total. Each court's promeln Part II 
profll,,'or courts 01 general jurisdiction In each state are displayed. mal' be relerenced lor a determination o! the mlaaln~ data. 

NI A-This c_ type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
IChange In pending doee· not equal the d IIerence be~n IlIIngs and 

Ne-The number wal no.t computed because 01 Incomplete or Incomparable 
dlsposltlonl, The numbers appear ee reported. 

data. Computation 01 the number wee deemed Inappropriate. 'Civil ca_ are cOlinted with thellllng 01 • petition or complaint. 
NH-Thll caae type II not handled In this court. 'CIvil ca_ are .counted when they are placed on the Jury or non-Iury calendar. 

'CIvil ca_ are counted at the not. all .... 
me number 01 pendln~ caae, wal computed by NCSP stall when filings, "Civil ca_ are counted Wh.n the flr8t anewer II flied, 

dlapoaltlonl, and either beg nnlng or end pending were available. &There wu no conelltent definition UMd lor the cl~iI case,. 
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Table 28: General Jurisdiction clv" caseflow, 1975; by category of case. 

~-. 

Beginning pending 

Auto Non- Unclas- Small Property Domestic P b Mental Admlnls- Other Ajr State and Court Law auto Equity tort tort 
sl~~ Contraot claims rights relations ro ate health tratlve civil peals 

8!!lllIma Q.lrcult' X X X X X 
Alaska Sueerlor' (el 1,151" (cl 3,275d 

Arlzona-Sue.erl':!' 227 4,759 3,049 11,267 345 14,3971 13,669 1,266' 5,024 341 
Arkansas-Total 13,654 6,770 13,399' 12,686' N/A X 

CIrcUIt' 13,854b (bl 
Chance!! & Probate' 6,770 13,399' 12,686' N/A 

California SUl2!rlor' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Colorado-Total X X X X X 22,823 10,397' 313' X X 

Dlstrlc,"' X X X X X 22,823 10,3971 313' X X 
Water 8,462 

Connecticut SUeerlor' 13,551 18,409 0" 
Delaware-TOTAL X X X 176 6,461 151 X 4,829 X 

SUl2!rlor' (bl 176b 4,131 b (bl 
Chancery' (d) (d) (d) 6,461 151 (d) 698 

District of Columbia Su~rlo" 3,421 2,127 198 5,973 N/A 78 79 373 
Elorlda Circuli' X X X X X X X X X X 
Georgia-Superior 
HawaiI-TOTAL 1,597 845 1,436 293 5,824 6,652 N/A 55 2,358 85 

C/rcuftl 1,597 845 1,436 228 5,824 6,652" (cl 2,443 
Land 65 
Tax 55 

Idaho-TOTAL 1,139' 1,943' 4,539t§ 2,488' 1641 7,548' 74t 
District' 918

' 46' 2,715t§ 85t S, 3,357' 741 
Mag/strall)' 221' 1,897' 1,824' 2,403' 1581 4,191 t 

illinois-Circuit' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Indlana-TOTALb 

CIrcUit 
Superior 

Iowa-DIstrict' 13,950 N/A 32,281 
Kansas-DIstrIct' 1,711 1,359 3,451 1,233 8,373 1,894 (al 
Kentuck~-Clrcult' X X 
Loulslana-Dlstrlc,"' N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Malne-Sueerlor' 
Ma!lr:land-Clrcult' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Massachusetts-Superior' 85,301 
Michigan-TOTALb 20,066 47,860 231 31,777 340 

Circuit' 20,066 47,860 31,777 340 
ClaIms' 231 

Mlnnesot!!-D/strlcfl 7,237 
MlssllISllllll-TOTAL N/" N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Circuit' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Chancert: N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Missouri Clrcul,"' X X X (bl 
Mon!an!!-Dlstrlct 
!::Iebraska-Dlstrlct' N/A N/A N/A 
Nevada-District 

New Hamllshlre-Su~rlo" 9,401 2,440 4,958 36 
!::lew Jer!!~-Sull.erlor & Coun/r. 18,531 17,935 2,326 5,000 163 
!::lew Mexico-District' 
New York-Supreme & County' X X X X 5,144 X X 
Horth Carollna-Sullerlor' (bl 
North D!!kota-Dlstrlct' • X --X-

Ohlo-Q.ommon Pleas' 22,127' 34,991' 83,342' N/A 1,986 2il,723 
Oklahoma-District' 3,575 1,912 14,545 45,017 4,890 16,195 15,192 613 469 5,949 
Or!Slon-Total X X X 15,310 96 

CirCUIt' X X X 15,310b 
Tax 96 

Penns~lvanla-Common Pleas' (bl (b} 20,217 1,386 288 18,949b 
Rhode Island-Sull.erlor' N/A N/A 
South Carolina-CIrcuit 
South Dakota-Clrcu/tl N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Tenne!!!e-TQ TA I. X X X X X l! X X 
• CIrcuIt and Crlmlnalf X X X X X X 

Chanctl!¥.' X X X X X X 
Law and EQul2;' X X X X X X X X 

Texas-Dlstrlc,"' 23,554 75,650 55,638 90,369 
Utah-District' X X X 939 X X X 
!i!!:!ll2nl rQTAL 9,303 3,554 8 !107019 51i 

SUl!!rlQr' 2,194 M19 §1gb 
Ol,trlct' 9,303 1,360 8 4,920 

Vlrlilnla-Clrcultf 27,9961 51,062/ !c) 
WllbIOlllgn-~Ul!!rlor' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/6 N/A .~ N/A !::I/A 
~!llllrglnll-Q.lrc!llt 
:ti1~QOII!J::!:1/!l2l1lt 1\ £QI!!!~' 1§,01il! i,41§ j4,OI~Q 
W¥omlns-Ol'trlct' 

2~,§iOl' 11,7g2' til!, i,Q17 §1§ 
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--~~~------------------------------~------------------------------------------------­Beginning 
pending 

Extraor- Total 
dlnary civil 
writs 

Flied 

------------~~~~~--------------------------------------------------------~~--~~ Auto Non- Unclas- Small Property Domestlo p Mental Admlnl- Other Ap- Extraor-Total 
tort ~~~ sl~~d Contract claims rights Equity relations robate health stratlv8 civil peals d~,~ civil Law 

____ ~4~5~.6~8~6--~2~3~.:5~B~2--7~.~27~B~------------------------__ ~4~.7~1~4~3~7~.9~19~~~~--~~----~~~~2~.2~B9~--______ 75.8690 
____ ~~4~.4~2~6~--~~~~~~~------~~--------~~------~~(~m~_:1.~50~5~. __ ~(~~~ ____ ~7~.7~78~d~~~ ______ ~9.2~ 
__ -:5~4,~34:::4~'_-:::-6::e::2~4;.;.:.:.:290;.;;.......;2;.;:,5::;B;;3 ___ ..:.15:;:.3:.;60;.;;.... ___ .....:2;::;30::.--:-=...:2::::5~.0=30:.;'_:::7.;:23==1~~4::60;;';...._ 7.337 396 113.599' 

46.709' 19.80B 5.663 24.627 6.957 1.386 ---------X~-----iJ!:8.441 
____ ~1~3.~8~~--~19~.8~0~8~"--------------------------------~~~~~~~~~~------------~(~~~------~~.~ 
~~--3~2.~85~5~1---~~~~=---------------~~~-5;.;:.W:.;;;3~2=4~,6~27~~6.::95=7 __ ~1~,388~ ____ ~~~ __ ~~~~~~$e.633 
~N~/A~~N~/~A~~~~~49~.~2W~·~25~.9~7~3 __ ~~ __________ ~5~.2~99~ _____ ~~1~2~.9~38~ __ ~6~1.~97~5~~6~,0~3~9~~~13~7~,00~5 __ ~8,~87~0~~8~.~~ 

X 64.166' 19.684 1.561 961 1.331 6,329 32,204 6.366 2,510 2,625 ~ 3.555 I!iI&QL 
_X 55.7041 19.684 1,581 961 1,331 6,329 3!1.204 6,366 2,510 369 ~ 3,555 8\\.5450 

____ ~B~,4~~~ __ ~----------------------------------------~~~------------~2,~2~56~~~--~~ ________ ~~25& 
____ ~3~1~,9~60~_--------------------------~--------~----~~1~5~,3~74~_=~~ __ ~~--~~9~,6~29~--~1~73~.----__ --~2~5,~ 
______ 1~1~,6~'~7---------------------------~X--------~f.X----~X--~3~58~-~2,~n~57~ __ ~7~ __ ~X~~7~,2~0~1~--~X~--------~~G23 
______ ~4~,3~0~7--------------------------~--------~(~~~--~--~3~58~"~~~--__ ~--~~~6~,8~1~5"~--~(b~~--------~7,~ 

7,310 (d) (d) (d) 2,057 7 (d) 386 2,1\60 
10 12,2591 5,101 34,430 120,606 6,937 2,607 593 147 1,512 24 _ 171,~~ 

)( ~Q3,633 17,794 7,OB5 34,303 24,284 105,929 38,450 11,299 370 12,830 933 871 254Jl48 
NM ~~ 

19,145 879 441 1,408 444 9,105 2,037 189 2,400 16,003 
19.025 879 441 1.40B 395 9,105 2,0370 (c) 2,400 16.6&L 

65 49 4~\ 
55 189 189 

361 17,93111 1.125 9,061 11,341 3,772 165 11.515 137 108 37,224': 
301 7,23111 819 16 5,292 17 2 3,324 137 84 9,701. 

61 10,700t 306 9,045 6,049 3,755 163 8,191 14 :!7,523 
N/A 159,973 184,425 667 21,224 85,030 32.674 8.691 134,546 5,414 ~2,654 

N/A N/A 
N/A N,tA 
N/A NrA 

46,231' 63,582 22,640 37,963 124,185 
286 18,309 1,289 1,304 6,061 -2.453 21,031 2,755 (a) 419 35,312' 

75.628 24,672 34,187 66.859 
N/A X X X X 122,633 

7,394 5,158 
N/A N/A 3,064 6,012 2,399 4,341 2,184 7,826 28,903 1,?38 787 576 57,330 

85.301 32,247 32,247 
100,274 12,831 61,132 978 57.731 508 133.180 
100,043 12,631 61,132 57,731 508 132,202 

231 978 978 
7,237 21 ,342 21 .342 

N/A N/A 13.938 160 2,048 21,693 6,414 3,776 254 4.102 191 313 62,869 
~N~/~A~~N~/~A __ ~13~,9~3~8~ ____________________________ ~150~~~~~~~~~~~~~-J2~54~~5~2~8----1~60~--~1~~~~1~5~ 

N/A N/A 2,048 21,693 6,414 3,776 3.574 31 130 37,666 

X 59,093' X X X (b) X 74.314" 
N/A N/A 
NIA 8,436 6,793 (b) 15,229" 
N/A N/A 

16,835 6,188 2,252 8,939 19 17.398 
43,955 20,245 15,956 ;1,844 22,782 404 63,231 
19,798 30,374 
63,156 25,628 14.366 10,527 297 59,306 3,955 4,930 119,009 

13,517" (b) 10.919" 
3,873 6,387 43 6.430 

172,1691 19.777 97,119 81.771 6,696 1.828 42.631 249,822 
898 109,255 4,329 2,922 18.683 63,204 8,127 36.705 13,613 2.897 552 5,5~ 1.259 157.853 

39.767 15.102 5.437 20.153 6.140 232 47.064 
____ ~3~9~,6~7~1"~-1~5~,1~0~2----------------------------------~5~.4~3~7-J2~O~,1~53~~6.~14~0~ ______ _=~------------------~46,632 

96 232 2'\2. 
40,840< (b) (b) 98,1W 22.010 5.697 19,959" 143,~2· 

N/A 6,455 87 6,542 

______ ~N~/;A------------------------------~~--------------7.7~--~~~~~------7.7~--------------_:N/A 
N/A N/A N/A NlA NIA N/A N/A 

54.1711 6.720 5,080 3,6!i6 2,799 45,953 1,495 4,759 10,262 80,724 
35.9801 6.398 4.849 792 26,532 2.617 5.401 46,589 
15.4511 3.491 1.883 16.494 1.344 1,924 4,433 29.569 
2,7401 322 231 165 124 2.927 151 218 428 4,566 

.789 246.045 17.302 136.028 26.958 80.278 , 4,322 264,888 
X 7,817 797 111 8.370 3,145 516 12,512 125·> 393 26,029_ 
4 22.120 11.276 3,384 297 6.432 341 18 21.7~,IJ_ 
4 6.529 2.741 3.175 341. 18 6.2.'5 

15,591 11.276 643 297 3,257 15.473 
79,056t 26,170 36.766 (c) 62,938 

N/A N/A 3,465 3,281 17,799 3,574 37.543 15,671 2.412 5.337 502 919 00.663 
N/A N/A-

90,923' 26,636 6,981 100,787 28,580' 13,548' N/A 14,854 847 192,243' 
NIA 7,987" 

Foolnote. on PIle- 54. 
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Table 28: General Jurisdiction c.lvll caseflow, 1975; by category of case (continued). 
Disposed 

Auto Non- Unclas- Small Property Equity ~~~~I; Probate 
Mental Admlnls- Other AI>' S\at~ and court Law tort auto 81~~ Contract claims rights health trallve civil p8lIls lort 

~1~I!IlI-,,'!c!/II' X .X X X X 
~U~I::§lIR!rll2r' C!!l 9iQ' 'cl 5,407d 
Arlzona-Sue!rlor' 423 3,532 1,988 13,083 219 23,433' 6,277 382' 6,808 244 

M!IDIU-IOTAL 19,077 5,061 21,984' 3,903' tllA X 
"'~II'!' 19,077b (bl 
Chanc!!l a Probat.' 5,081 21,984' 3,003' N/A 

!211112m'l ~rlor' 39,125 18,123 4,341 l41,Q25 §6,7;!!l !i,91l9 89,;!34 7,794 
Q2\2flldo-IQTAL X X X X X 30,439 8,332 2,323 5,~6 X 

QI!!rlel!' X X X X X 30,439 6,332 2,323 X X 
Wat.r 5,046 

l2gnn!cllcut-Sul1!rlor' 15,461 8,655 41' 
!:!IIIW!!f!!:: TOTAL X X X 365 1,712 7 X 4,967 X 
~rlor' Cbl 365b 4,513b ,bl 
Chanc!!!' (d) (d) (d) 1,712 7 Sd) 454 

Dlltflct 01 Columbla-Sul1!rlo~ 4,835 34,602 120,362 6,369 N/A 601 95 1;589 
Florld!-Clrcult' 15,047 5,429 28,300 19,781 97,812 34,882 13,427 498 11,284 677 
G.o~la-Superlor 

HawaiI-TOTAL 1,072 473 1,350 430 9,235 1,822 X 197 2,090 

!t'rcl/'I' 1,072 473 1,350 392 9,235 1,822' Ccl 2,0f.'0 
Land 38 
T8IC 197 

Idaho-TOTA~ 892 8,882 10,693 3,420 172 10,235 101 
DI.trlcl' 675 49 5,258 82 7 3,147 lOl 
Mag/str.te' 217 8,833 5,435 3,338 165 7,088 

IIl1noltt-Clrcult' 145,221 187,881 761 16,E140 79,519 28,432 8,328 130,293 4,979 
IDdI8na-,-TOTAL" 

Circuit 
Su,!!rlor 

lo~ DI!lrlct' 64,545 17,074' 36,148 
K!nIU-DI.trlct' 1,500 1,205 5,802 2,5~3 21,035 2,682 Cal 
Kentuck~-Clrcultl X X 
bOl/lllana-Dlstrlcl' X X X X 
MlI:ln!:::Sul1!rlor' 
M.!l!ll!n!l-!2'~ult' 3,753 7,27& 3,011 4,398 1,729 5,479 24,971 1,170 1,251 
Malllchu.etta-Superlor' 27,558 

MIs:hlllan-TOTAL" 11,546 61,~17 950 48,950 421 
Circuit' 11,546 61,417 48,1150 421 
ClaIm,' 950 

Ml!!!:!!!2ta-DlstrlcP 20,334 
MIH!yll1lll-TOTAL X X X X X X X X X 

!21~!!.It' X X X X X 
Cllance!!' X X X X X X 

Mluoufl-CltculfoO' 7,016 36,145 26,905 (/:\ 
Montana-DIstrIct 
Nebr!l!!\li:...Dlstrlct' 8,402 5,870 (bl 
Neva!ja District 

tllw ~ilml!!hh~ul2!!rll2" 5,887 2,017 7,873 15 
tjew Je"'~-Sul1!rlor a COU!l~ 16,505 15,485 3,523 21,964 395 
New Mexico-District' 
New York-Supreme & County' 25,184 12,724 . 9,162 245 56,631 5,109 5,676 

tlorth !2!f2I1na-SUj!erlor' Cbl 
N2rth Dlkota-;:-Dlstrlct' X X 
Ohl2::Q/!lrlcl' 19,149 102,498 78,964 7,055 1,965 40,536 
Oklahoma-District' 3,448 2,274 13,582 51,295 7,5Hl 32,575 13,199 2,712 644 4,704 

Ol'!tlon-TQTAL 13,675 5,172 20,260 6,783 145 
!2lrcl!.lt' 13,675 5,172 20,260 6,783b 

TalC 145 
Pennwv!nla-Common Pleas' ,bl (bl 92,406 21,677 5,679 18,629b 

Bl!2!l1 Itland-Sul2!!rlor' N/A N/A 
!i!2y!h ~lIr2l1nl::Clrcult 
South Dakota-Circuit' 8,896 2,769 50 465 3,936 

I1nne_. TQTA~ 6,933 5,066 3',284 2,663 4M01 1,491 4,570 10,252 
,,~ul! lind Crimina" 6,571 4,848 895· 27,661 2,438 5,706 

~!!2!!l!' 3,162 1,642 16,044 1,380 1,928 4,182 
Law and Eg,ul!¥,' . 362 218 122 126 2,696 111 204 364 

I1!It::::I2/II!!~~' 14,664 122,27~ 21,039 70,97!! 
Utah-Dl8trlct' X X X 2,558 645 X 60 

:ilIl1l2DI-IQr~1. ll,;!2~ i,i7§ 2§!! M13 ~7 
~1lt!f2!' M~~ ~,11~ ~7b 

12i11!!£!' 11,323 442 2§!! 3,§QQ 
Vlrglnl_Clrcult' 23,830 . ,35,733 {c) 
~III!I!!IlI!i!n-su1lt!f2r' X X X X X 1il,1§i N/A X X 
'tI.II1 ~IlIIDII::~/t 
WII!i!lllIln::!2I!l<II/! 11 !2£lI!l~f 2§,5~g e,~ 1Q~,52!! ~,~!! 4§,14!! ~,040 j4·W §§~ 
WVQm!DQ=l2/tfrI!lt' 
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Disposed End pending 

EJI~:ryor. Total Law Auto Nauotno• usnlc'ledlas. Contraot Smail Property Equl'" Oomettlo Pr bit, Mental Admlnls· Other Ap- Edxltraor. Total 
writs civil tort tort tort claims rights 'J relilloni 0 hellth trltlv~ civil peals vSr~r civil 

75.981 X X )( )( )( 45,554 t 
6.327 (d) 1 ,7380 (0) !i.646d 7.382 

56,3891 486 5,517 3,644 13,544 356 15,994' 14,823 1.344' 15,553 493 61,55011 
50.0251 14.585 7.372 14.543' 12.088' N/A )( 49,386' 
19.077 14.565b (b) 14.586 
30,9481 7,372 1~.543' 12,888' fIlIA 34,6011 

6.082 37.Q.,;.5;;:51~ __ ~_.!.!N",/A;;--.!:N!.!./~A __ 7 _______ N=;/A;-___ -;:;;.N~'f.A:-~N~/:,;A,;-~N~/2"'~;:-;;:;;;---lN~/~"'l..----!N!l/~A:---.!N!L/-?"'~"-::::lN~t:!::A!-:--
X 78.391 X X X )( X 24.588 10.358' 575' 5.672 X X 70.576' 
X 73.345 X X X • X x 24.588 10.358' 575' X X X 64.9041 

5.046 5,672 5.672 
24.157 13.454 19.383 132< .32.979 

7.051 X X)( 169 6,806 151 X 7.063 X 14.189 
4,878 (b) 169b 6.433b (b) 6,602 
2,173 (d) (d) (d) 6.806 151 (d) 630 7,587 

25 166.4781 3.687 1.955 4<4 6,541 N/'" 70 131 296 250 13.1490' 
788 227.925 X X X X )()()()( X X X 229.856 

NM Nt'" 
16.669 '.404 813 1.494 307 5.894 8.m )( 47 2.753 19.379 
16.434 1.404 813 1.494 231 0.894 II,R7° lol 2.753 1!!.256 

197 47 47 
104 34.499 '.372 2.122 5.201 11.310 157 8.828 110 40 20.670 

92 9.411 1.062 13 2.763' 20 1 3.534 110 32 7.535' 
12 25,088 310 2.109 2.438 2.820 158 5.294 8 13.135 

602,054 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NtA N/A 

NtA NtA 
NM NM 
N/A N/A 

117.7871 12.987 N/'" 34,096 47.083' 
418 35,175 1.500 1.458 3.710 1,153 8.369 1.967 (a) 28!) 18.446 

49,449 )( X 64,8821 
93.111 N/A N/'" N/'" N/'" N/A 

4.364 8.1881 
538 53.570 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/'" N/'" N/A N/'" N/'" NtA N/A 

27,558 89,990 69,990 
123.284 21,351 47.575 259 40,558 427 110.170 
122.334 21,351 47,575 40,558 427 109,911 

950 259 259 
20,334 8,2611 8,2611 

X 29,645 N/A N/'" N/A N/A N/'" N/A N/A N/A N/A N/'" N/A 
X 12,153 N/A N/'" N/'" N/'" N/'" N/A N/A 

~~X7-~1~7,~49~2~ ___________________ ~ __________________ N~/~A~~N~/~A __ ~N~/A~~N~/~A~ ____ ~N~/~A~~N~/A~~N~/~A~~~N~/~A~ 
~91 70,3G7b X X X (bl· X 63,050b 

NM NM 
14,272b N/'" N/'" N/A N/A 

NtA NM 
15,791 b 9.702 2,875 6,024 40 18,4411 
57,872 22.271 18,406 2,647 5,818 172 49,31 .. 
31 .786 17.3051 

114,731 X)( X X 7,!119o X)( 67,170<' 
9.222 b (b) 15,2W 
7,351 )( X 2,P52 

250,167 22,6161 2\182' 00,857" N/'" 1,649 31,818 168,5221 
985 132,836 4,456 2,560 19,646 56,926 5.499 20,325 15,808 798 477 6.807 1,172 134,272 

46,035 X X X 14,528 183 40,655 
45,890" X )( X 14,526 40,472 

145 163 183 
136,391. (b) (b) 23,977 1,719 306 20,279' 46,281· 

N/A N/'" N/'" N/A 
NM NtA 

16.116 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
80.660 X X X X )( X X X 54,235 
46,119 X X X X)( )( X 34,450 
28,338 X X X )( X 16,682 
4,203 )( X )( X X)( X)( 3,103 

~4~.2~9~1~24~0~,2~.3~ ____ ~,~28~,~19~2~ ______ ~ ______________ ~ ______ ~R~,AA~57-~~~--~~8~1~.80~2~H~,8~7~1----7--~~~~2~ 
X 21,343 X )( )( 1,528)( )()()( 12.503 

17 21.871 9.256 3,913 19 8.258 4!!8 5 21.997 
17 6,020 2.102 3.R1 "W 5 0.764 

15.851 9.256 1.Rl 19 U77 15.213 
59,563 30,336 52,0117 (e) 82,433 

X 76.8291 N/A N/A N/A N/" N/A N/A N/A N/" HlA N/A N/A 
N/A N/ ... 

229.143 16.433 9,763 11,591 20.320' 17.1 ..... N/A 9.217· 91.1541 
7.332b N/'" 

Footnotes on page. 54. 



~--,;---------

'i, 
~ 

'\ 

54 ... t. Court C.H~~ad .umm.ry ... tlltici 
,I 

Footnot .. 10 rable 28: "i 
I' NOTE: Alphabetical lootnot .. rel~ to the lootnol .. In Part II, where ItaUstlesl 

prolll .. for courtl of glnlral jurladlctlo,\1ln each Itate are dlaplayed. 

Nt A-Thll C ... type II handled by tn. court, but thl data are un.v.llable. 
NC-The number was not computed, beeau .. of Incompletet or Incomparable 

data. COmputation of the number wal cHi,med Inlpproprlate. , 
X-The data lor thll ca .. type are kO\~wn 10 be Included In the tot.l. Oata wire 

not available by catagory for this ca .. tyJll~. 

'Th' number of pending ca .. 1 was ':computed by NCSP atalt when IIIlngs, 
dllpolltlonl, and either ~Innlng or end p\\ndlng were IVlliable. 

Caseflow In selected civil case categories (Tables 
29-31) 
Table 29. The total reported caseflow by state for 

domestic relations cases in all lower courts in each 
state-general, limited, and special jurisdiction­
where domestic relations could be identified as a 
seperate case category and da.ta were reported is 
found in Table 29. Caution must be exercised in 
using this table because variations in reporting 
procedures and category classifications may have 
resulted in presentation of data that does not include 
all domestic relations cases processed in each state. 
Domestic relations cases may not be reported as such 
by one or more courts in certain states. In addition, 
some states may record only divorce or adoption, 
while others report all types of domestic ,.~latiom; 
cases, 

Table 29 allows a more meaningful interstate 
comparison of the domestic relations case category 
than Table 28, because it includes all reported 
domestic relations cases processed in each state, 
regardless of the level of coUrt (excluding appellate 
courts). Therefore, the total caseflow figures present­
ed on this table will sometimes be larger thail the 
domestic relations. caseload recorded in Table 28. 
Direct interstate comparisons should be made only 
for those states where all domestic relations are 
reported as such. 

Dispo~itions and end pending are listed as a 
percentage of the number of filings, and the number 
change and percentage change in end pending are 
shown in order to measure the ability of a state to 
handle its domestic relations caseflow. These mea­
sures are explained in the discussion of Tables 24 and 
26. 

The analytical measures used in this table and on 
Table 26 show that the caseload of domesttc relations 
cases in the courts is more current than that of other 
civil case types. In the 21 states for which informa­
tion was available, only 1 court disposed of less than 
80 percent of the number of filings. Almost a third of 

'Not III dlta were available for Inclullon In the totll. Each court'a prenilin Part II 
mlY be referenCij(j for. determination of thl milling dlta. 

IChange In pending dON not equll the dlffer.nc. between nllnga Ind 
dlipOlltlonl. The numbera appear III reported. 

'Clvll c .... are counted wllh the filing of a petition or compllint. 
'CIvil ca_ Ir. counted when they are placed on the jury or norl-jury calendar. 
'CIvil ClNI are counted .t the note of I..,.. 
"CIvil c ........ counted when the flrat lnewer It flied, 
'There WI. no conalstent definition UHd for the civil CI_, 
'Indiana Criminal COurt and Mlohlgan RecorcHir'l COurt, which dO not handle civil 

CBaS, have been deleted from thll table beeaUN of epecellmltatlonl, 

the states (6) disposed of more cases than were filed, 
thus reducing their pending caseload. 

There were 14 states for which the total number of 
enc! pending cases could be computed as a percent of 
the ilUmber of cases filed. Approximately half, or 6 
states, had fewer than 60 percent of the number of 
fili.'1gs still pending at the end of the year. In the 
remaining states, only one court had more cases 
pending than were filed. 

Of the 16 states reporting pending cases, 4 states 
showed a reduction in pending caseload. In 10 states 
the percentage increase in pending ranged from 0 
percent to 20 percent. 

Table 30. The structure of Table 30 is identical to 
that of Table 29. Table 30 shows the total caseflow 
for probate cases in lower courts in each court where 
probate could be identified as a separate category. 
Available reported data from general, limited, and 
special jurisdiction courts are presented. (However, 
data WGr~ Mt available for probate cases from all 
co~ts.) 

The four measures computed are intended to aid 
in. intrastate analysi:~. Direct interstate comparisons 
sbould, however, be made only after variations in 
classification of the pt'obate category have been 
checked on the state ()ourt organization charts and 
state profile chartsl itt ~art iI. 

The distribution of the number of dispositions as a 
percent of the number of filings for probate cases is 
similar to that of other civil case types. Of the 23 
states for which the measure was computed, all but 3 
states disposed of at least 80 percent of the number 
of mings. In addition, over half of the states (14) 
disposed of at least 90 percent of the number of 
filings. Of these 14 states, 4 disposed of more cases 
than were filed that year. 

The calculation of the number of pending cases as 
a percent of the number of filings provides certain 
information about the nature of probate cases. These 
cases generally remain open for long periods of time 
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and therefore a large number of cases are pending. 
Of the 17 states for which the measure could be 
computed, over two-thirds had more cases pending 
than were filed that year. In fact, in most of these 
states, the number of pending cases is over twice the 
size of the number of filings. 

The distribution of the change in pending for 
probate cases is similar to that of other civil case 
types, Of the 19 states for which pending data were 
available, 5 states reduced the number of cases 
pending. Most of the states (11) had a percent 
increase in pending between 0 percent and 20 
percent. 

Table 29: Analysis of domestic relations caseflow, 1975. 

-
General and limited Jurisdiction courts, with dispositions and end pending 
as a percen. of flllngii, and number and percent change In pending. 

Sill' and court 81g1nn1ng 
pending Flied Clepoaec:l. Snd 

pending 

All percenl of 
flllngi Change perclnl 

Clap<!- End In change 
fllon. !?tndlng !?tndlng In !?tndlng 

Alublml-Clrcull N/A 37,919 NIA NIA NIA N/A NIA NIA 
!l:I,OOI=SvPPlior . 14,397' 2&,032' 23,433' 15,m' 9M 1\3,9 1,097 11,1 
MCloU_Ch.nc.ry lind Pr~bat. 131~/~' 24,1127 21,9114' 141~31 NO NC '1144 8,5 
Oallfornla-Su!'!'rlor 1'1 " 1112,938 lA1,02S 1'1/,11 8e.8 N/A I'I/A N/'" 
QQlorldO=pilfrlq! 22,1123 32,204 39,439 24.1588 94,S 78,4 1.706 7,7 
Oonn.olloul-TOTAL N/A 111,875 NIA N/A NIA N/A NIA N/A 

~fu".rlor 13,55
18
' 1 5,374 115,48! 13,4114 10008 87,8 ~7 ..0,6 

Common PI... II Q 22 NO NO 4 22,2 
F'rqblf. N/A 4,m N/A NIA N/A N/'" N/A N/A 

DtIIWlr_Su".rlor 118~ 358~ 365~ 189~ 102,0 47,2 -7 -4,0 
CI,trlcl of Oolumbl.-Su".rI~r 51~73 .9,937 6,369 6,541 91,8 94,3 568 9,5 
Florlda-Clrcult I'll'" 106,929 117,812 N/A 92,3 N/A N/A N1A 
twtlil-Clrcu/t Mg.. 9,105 9,:135 5,694 101,4 62,5 -132 -2,2 
Idlho-TOTAL. 4,539 11,341 10,693 5,201 94,3 "5,9 662 1 ",8 

DI.trlct 2,715" 5,292 5,258 2,753' 99,4 52,2 48 1,B 
Magl,tralN 1,8241 8,049 5,435 2l~3S 89,8 40,3 61.. 33,7 

Iill!:!s!I .... Clrcull N/A 85,030 79.519 N/A 93.5 N/A N/A NtA 
KlnlU-TOTAL N/" N/A 23,344 N/" NtA N/A N/A NtA 

DistrIct 8,373 21,031 21,035 8,369 100.0 39.8 -4 ..0.05 
frONt. and .)uvenll' N/" N/A 2,309 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

K.ntucky-Clrcull N/A . :24,672 N/A N/A NtA N/A N/A NtA 
Mllo_Dlstrlc! NIA 7,R86 N/A N/A NIA N/A NIA NIA 
Maryland-CircuIt N/A 28,003 2",971 N/A 86.4 N/A N/A _.....!:!LL-
Malll8chulitllt"'-TOTAL. NtA "2,194' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Dlstrlcl N/A 6,843 N/A NIA NIA N/A N/A N/A 
Pmb.t. and In,plVflncy N/A 35,551 1 ,j\l,77e N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 

Mlchlgan-TOT,'1L 49,9BO 77,700 17,867 49,814 100,2 84,1 -158 ..0,3 
CIrculi "1',6&1 61,132 61,417 47.575 100,5 77,8 -265 ..0,6 
Ercbfft 2,120 16,568 16,450 2,2391 99.3 13.5 119 5.6 

MlnnMOIa-Coun/y ",77(. 13,125 11 lq3
/A
9 1l~",/60A 84

N1
'A
' 

5N2/'~ 2
N
,086

/A 
4N3t'A7 

MIIIINlppl-C/lancel)l N/A 21,693 N. "" 
M!;;;ourl-Clrcu/t tJlA N/" 36,145 NI~A. NIA NIb N/A NtA 
N.bra'I«i-TOTAL N/A 9,782 9,760 NI'A 99,8 N/A N/A N/A 

DI./rlcf NIA 8,436 8,402 NJA 99,6 NtA NtA N/A 
County NtA 1,346 1.358 N/A 109.9 N/A NtA N/A "" 

N.w H$mpahlr_rOTAL N/'" 11,945 N/A NtA N/A N/A NtA NtA 
Su".rlor 4,958 8,939 7l~73 6,024 86,1 67." 1~ 21,5 Prob". N/'" 3,OO§ !:jtA NO, N/A N/A ilIA NtA 

N.w J.raay-TOTAL 8,"Bl 73,871 72,1~ 9,93:3 98,0 13,5 1,"72 17," 
Su".rlor .nd Counl)' 5,000 22,182 21,984 5,818 98.4 25,5 818 16," 
JvV!ltll •• nd OOmHtlo Rfl,Uona 3,4B1 50,849 59,235 4,lUi 98.7 8.1 654 18.9 

N.w York-TOTAL N/" N/" 247,032 N/'" N/A N/A N/A NIA 
Suprtmt 5t1044 59,301! 58,531 7.6190 95.5 12,B 21~7/A5 48,1 
Surrog.t.', I'll" N/" 3,605 NtA N/A N/A 1'1 N/A 
FamIlY w 57.089 1§2,61Q 106,798 30,7:241 122,4 20.1 -26,365 -46,2 

North Carolln_OI.trlcl NtA' 30,211 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Ohio-Common PI... 34,9911 97,119 102,"98 29,182' 105,5 NO -5,809 -18,6 
Okllhoma-Dlmel 16,195 36,705 32,575 20,325 86.7 55,4 4,'30 25.5 
Oregon-CIrcuit N/" 20,153 20,260 N/A 100,5 N/A N/A N/A 
Pennlylvlnl_Common PI .. , 20,217 98,158 92,406 23,977 96,1 24,9 31~/60A 16.6 
Rhodl lalancl-Famlly N/A ",584 2,9051 N/A NC N/A 1'1 N/A 
SOuth pakota-C/rcult N/" N/" • 2,769 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Tlnn_TOTAL NtA "5,953 46,401 N/A 101,0 N/A N/A NtA 

CIrcuit N/A 26,532 27,661 N/A 104,3 NIA 'Nf~ N/A 
Ch.ncery NtA 16,494 16,04" NIA 97,3 N/A N/A N/A 
I.!!w.mUQlllty NtA 2,927 2,696 N/A 92,1 N/'" N/A .~ 

Tlxa_DI.trlct 75,650 136,028 129,273 82,"05 95,0 60,6 8,755 \, 8,9 
Utlh-pi.lrlcl NtA 8,370 N/A N/A N/A N/'" N/A N/A 
V.rmonl-TOTAL 3,731 5,302 4,831 4,202 91,1 79,3 471 12,6 

Su".rlor 2,194 2, !11 2,533 2,402 92,4 87.6 208 9,11 
OI,frlcf 1,360 ..... .. .. 2 1,581 fIII,7 242,8 201 '''.8 
Probllt 177 1.911 1858 23R PM 12,5 !!2 3M 

Wuhlotaton-SUperior N/" 37,1!43 N/" N/'" Nt" N/A N/A NI" 
W1aconfjO=C!Ckult .nd County 24,5231 2U60' 32.9<48 28,3201 Ne !!2,' 1,803 1,1,_ 
NOTE: Aiphallellcilloolnol. rlf.t 10 thl /0011101. In Part U, Wher. ItIU,llcal fChanjlfl In pending dOlI 001 ,qual Ih. diller.nc. betw.n fIIlngl Ind 
proftl .. tor courtl of glOfll1 Jurledlctlonr?ch .lIlIlr. dltpllyed, dlapoeltlonl. Th. numbera appear u r.ported, 

Nt ,,-Thil caM type I. hlndled by the court, but Ih. dall fl. UDlYlIUlbl •• 
NO-TIll numbel' Wli nol computed btcIUII of Incomplatl or Incomplrlble 

dltl, Oompulltlon of Ih. numbtr wu dIIrntd lnapproprille, 

INot III dlla w.r. IYlIlilbl. for Inclulllon In lhe lolli, Elch court', prllftl.ln Plrt 1\ 
may be r.f.renced for I d.t.rmlnilioo 0/ the milling dill, 
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Table 30: Analysis of probate caseflow, 1975. 
General and limited Jurisdiction courts, with dispositions and end pending 
as a percent of filings, and number and percent change In pending. 

As percent 01 

Beginning End 
Illinas 

Change PiMcent state and court Flied Disposed Olspo- End pending penellng sltlons pending In change 
I2!!ndlng In I2!!ndlng 

Alallka-Superlor 1,151" 1,505" 920" 1,736" 61,1 115,3 585 50.8 
Arlzona-sr:rtrlor 13,669 7,231 6,27i 14,623 BO.8 ~2.2 054 7,0 
ArkenfU=_IW26'!i: aod Probale ]2,686' 6,957 3,903' 12,B86' NC NC 200 1,6 
Calilornla-Superior N/A 61,975 56,736 N/A 91,5 N/A N/A N/A 
Colorado-Dlslrlcl 10~Yr 6,368 6,332 10,358" 99.4 NC -39 -0.4 
9.2.!!!l!!ill9.ut-Probate .5,676 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NlA 
Delawara-Ohanc61Y 6,461 2,057 1,712 6,806 63.2 330,9 345 5,3 
District of Columbia-Superior N/A 2,607 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NfA 
Florida-Circuli N/A 36,450 34,882 N/A 90,7 N/A N/A N/A 
HawaiI-Circuli 6,652- 2,037" 1,822- 6,867" 69.4 337.1 215 3.2 
Idaho-TOTAl. 2,466 3,772 3,420 2,840 90.7 75.3 352 14.1 

Dlslrlct 80t 17 82 20 482.4 117.t3' -65 -76.5 
Magistrates 2,403t 3,755 3,336 2,820 68.9 75,1 417 17,4 

IlIInols-O/r'lu/t NfA 32,674 26,432 NfA 87,0 N/A NfA ~/A 
10wa-DlstrlcI N/A 22,640 17,0741 N/A NC N/A N/A N/A 
Kansas-Probate and Juvenile 17,3001 7,4931 18,546 17,968' NC 239.8 668 3.9 
!S.ntuc~~ Countl! N/A 20,615 NfA NfA N/A NfA NfA N~L 
Massachusetts-Probate and Insolvency N/A 66,782 48,341 N/A 72.4 N/A N/A N/A 
Michigan-Probate 266,603 34,995 39,290 287,6731 112,3 822.0 1,067 0.4 
M!Dn.so!~-Count~ 27,532 11,436 10,857 28,111 94.9 245.8 579 2.1 
Mlsalsslppl-ChancelY N/A 6,414 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Nebraska-County N/A 10,867 17,139 N/A 157.7 N/A N/A N/A 
New Hampshire-Probate N/A 11,988 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NfA 
~ew Jers~'i.-Sul2§.rlor lind Countl! 163 .04 395 1Z2 97,8 42,6 -9 5,5 
New York-TOTAl. N/A 53,1401 80,275 N/A NC N/A N,oA N/A 

Surrogate's N/A 52,5381 7S,780 N/A NC NfA N/A N/A 
Famllr, 213 602 495 243- 82.2 40.4 30 14.1 

North Dakota-County Probate 9,943 4,364 4,472 9,426- 102.5 216.0 -517 -5.2 
Ohio-Common Pless 8:),3421 61,771 78,964 80,8S71' 95.6 98.9 -2,465 -3.0 
Oklahoma District 11',1 92 13,613 13,199 15,606 97.0 j14.tl 414 2.7 

or~~~iTTOTAL 15,472 6,285 6,816 14,941 108.4 237.7 -531 -3.4 
15,310- 6,~:g 6,783- 14,526 NC NC NC NC 

Countl! 16g- 33" 415 NC NO NO NC 
Penn.ylvanla-Com'~~on Pleas 1,386 22,010 21,67'1 1~)2 98.5 7,8 333 24.0 
§2ytb Dakola Clreult ~/A N/~ 50 N/A ~/A NfA NfA 
Tenness_TOTAI. NfA M95 1,491 N/A 99.7 NfA N/A N/A 

Cliance'! N/A 1,3« 1,360 N/A 102.7 N/A N/A N/A 
l.awan Equity N/A 151 111 N/A 73.5 N/A N/A N/A 

Texlt:::!22untr, NlA ~Z,021 NfA NlA ~/A N/A N/A NfA 
Utah-DI,trlcl 939 3,1.5 2,556 1,528 81.3 .8.6 589 62.7 
Vermont-Probate 6,586 2,815 11,271 7,328 80.7 260.3 742 11.3 
Washington-Super/or N/A 15,671 12,152 N/A 77.5 N/A N/A N/A 
Yi!scoQ!Iln-Coun~ 17,792' 13,5481 45,148 17,14.' NC 126.5 -648 -3.6 
NOTE: Alphabetical footnotes reler to the footnotes In Part II, Where statistical tThe number of pending cases was computed by NCSP staH when filings, 
j)1'C?lIIes lor courts 01 generallurlsdlctlon In each state are displayed', dispositions, and either beginning or end pending were available. 

NfA-Thls case type Is handled by the court, but the data are tmavallable. 
'Not all data were available lor Inclusion In the total. Each court's profile In Psrt II 

may be reftlrenc6d for a determination of the missing data. 
Na-The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparabls IChange, In pending does not equal the dlHerenaJ between IIl1ngs and 

data. Computation 01 the number was deemed Inappropriate. dispositions,. The numbers appear as reperted. 



Table 31. TJ:te reported total caseflow by state 
where mental health could be identified as a separate 
category is found in Table 31. Available reported 
data from general, limited, and special jurisdiction 
courts are presented. (Howeverp data for mental 
health cases were not available from all courts.) 

TIle structure and intent of Table 31 is identical to 
Table 29, but pres~nts mental health rather than 
domestic relations cases. The same caveats noted for 
Table 29 apply to this table. The caseflow data and 
four measures computed are int\mded to aid intra·· 
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state analysis of caseflow. Dti'ect interstate compari­
sons should, however, be made only for those states 
where all mental health cases are reported as such. 

The analytical measures for mental health caseflow 
fall into the same general patterns as do other civil 
case types except that the number of pending cases 
represents a smaller proportion of the number of 
filings for some cou:rts. All courts disposed of atleast 
80 percent i)f the number of filings and almost haif 

. disposed of more cases than wel'e filed. 

Table 31: Analysis 01 mantal health casetlow, 1975. 
General and limited Jurisdiction courts, . with dispositions and end J)endlng 
as a percent of fllln9~, and number and percent change In pending. 

-All pel'C(tnt 101 cha:i8' In Beginning End fliings P4I Ing 
State and court pending Filed DIepoeed pending 

Dispo- End Number P.,c.nt _lIItlona l!!.'I1dlOSI 
ArIZona-S'tf,erlor 1,266' 460' 382' 1,3-«' 83.0 21.l2.2 76 6.2. 
Arkansas- hancerY and Probate N/A 1,386 N/A N/A N/A N/'" N/'" N/'" 
Caillornla--Superior N/A 6,039 5,989 N/'" 99.2 N/A N/'" N/'" 
Colorado-District 313d 2,510 2,323 15715d 92.!! NQ 2112 ~·Z 
Connecticut-Probate N/A 15,911 N/'" N/'" N/A NII\ N/'" N/'" 
Delawar_ChancerY 151 7 7 1151 100.0 NC 0 0.0 
District 01 Columbia-Superior 78 500 601 70 101,3 11.9 -a -10.3 
Florida Circuit Nltl 11,2~ 1~,4i7 NlO 11!M! r:UO ",;UO ~lo 
Idaho-TOTAL 164 165 172 157 104.2 95.2 -7 -4.3 

District 6t 2 7 1 NC NC -6 NC 
Magistrate 1511t 183 165 158 101.2 95.7 -2 -1,3 

!I.l!!:!.2!!=.Clrcult N/A §,!i91 g,328 N/O 9:i.!'! ~lO ~lO tllo 
Maln_Dlstrlcl N/A 304 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/'" N/'" 
Massachusetts-DlsUlct N/A 3,869 N/'" N/A N/A N/A N/'" NIt. 
Michigan-Probate 20,13!1 4,641 4.149 20r7t 89.4 444.7 496 2.5 
MIHIHI~IlI-Chance~ N/A ~,1Z6 tllA lO t:110 t:!l! t:ll~ ~/O 
New Hampshire-Probate , N/A 181 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/'" N/'" 
New York-FamIlY 2 8 36 4" NC NC 2 NO 
North Dakota-County Probate N/A N/A 920 N/A N/A N/A N/'" N/'" 
Ohio-Common Pleas N/A ~,696 L~ Nl~ 1QM t:ll,A1 ~~td.. t:110 
Oklahoma-Dlstrlcl 613 2,897 2.712 798 93.6 27,5 185 30.2 
Pennsylvania-Common Plltas 268 5,697 5,679 306 99.7 5." 18 6.3 
South Dakota-Circuit N/'" N/A 465 N/A N/A N/" N/'" N/'" 
Uta!!::Dlstrlct t:l/A 578 645 N/'" 112.0 t:110 til'" N/'" 
Vermont-TOTAL 8 '300 299 19 98.3 6.3 11 Me. 

District 8 297 288 19 i6.3 6.4 11 NO 
Probll/e 0 3 3 .. ,.. .. 0 100,0 p,O 0 Q,Q 

Walhlngton-Superlor N/'" 2,472 N/'" ' 1,1'" N/'" N/'" N/'" N/'" 
Wleconsln-Coun!l( N/'" N/A ~,04p_ ,/ .ilff.-..o NlO til'" t:l/o Nl! 
NOTE: Alphabetical lootnotes reler to the lootnotes In Part II, where statistical I'TlM number 01 P41'~lg 01_ wu computfld by NCSP .11 when fliinge, 
protlles lor courts 01 general)t1rlsdlctlon In each state are (llspla~. dI."oelUor ... and lIIther beglnnlhg 01' end pending w.r. avallabl •• 

.Not all data w~re available lor InclUlion In the total. Each cOllrt'. profile In Part II 
NI A-This case type Is handled by \1>$ court, but the data are unavailable, may be relerenced 101' a determlnntlon 01 the milling data. 
NO-The number was not computed ilacause 01 In(,omplete or Incomparable tChInge In pending c:toea not equal the difference be'-O nllnge and 

data. Computation 01 the number was deemed InapproprllUe. dItopoaltiona. The numbera awaar .. reported. 

-
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Crlmlnalca .. flow (Tabl .. 32-38) 

Tables in this section show total caseflow as well 
as caseflow by categories for criminal cases in 
general jurisdiction courts in 1975. In addition, the 
last fOllr tables, Tables 35 through 38, show reported 
general jurisdiction court data for felony caseflow, 
types of criminal trials, and types of criminal "lase 
dispositions. 

As in the tables showing total caseflow and civil 
caseflow, several measures are used. to allow caseflow 
comparisons within and among states. These include 
the number of cases disposed during the year, listed 
as a percentage of the number of cases filed during 
thp, year; the number of pending cases at the end of 
the year shown as a percentage of tile number of 
filings; and the number and percentage change in 
year-end pending case figUl'eli as compared to 
beginning pending figures. For it discussion of these 
measures, refer to the interpretation of dvil caseflow 
in connection with Table 26: The totals discusseG will 
. be state totals, whether for one or more than one 
court. 

When comparing relative size of criminalcase~ 
loads, it is important to ascertain that the courts to 
be compared use the same unit of count for criminal 
cases and that the courts have similar jurisdiction. 

The unit of count used by each· state or court 
reporting criminal data is listed in the footnotes on 
all tables in this section. These footnotes indicate 
that the most common unit of count is the number of 
informations or indictments. Other units of count 
used are the number of defendants on each informa­
tion or indictment; the number of defendants on 
each information, indictment, or complaint; the 
number of informations, indictments, or complaints; 
the case number assigned at arraignment; an~ the· 
number of defendants brought before the court by 
indictment, information, transfer, or appeal. As with 
civil cases, some states do not have a specific unit of 
count for criminal cases. Other states have indicated 
that prescribed definitions are not followed uniform­
ly by their local courts. 

The precise jurisdiction of each court in these 
tables can be ascertained by referring to the state 
statistical profIles in Part II of this report. As 
discussed in the introduction to the general; jurisdic­
tion tables, the types of criminal cases handled may 
range from felony jurisdiction only to complete 
criminal and< quasi-criminal jurisdiction, including 
traffic cases. Comparisons should not be made 
between courts with different jurisdiction or between 
courts using different units of count. 

Minor traffic and ordinance violations are includ­
ed in Table 34, which shows the detailed caseflow for 
all the types of cases contained within the criminal 
category. However, these case~\ have been deleted 
from criminal caseflow totals (1~ Tables 32, 33, and 
35 through 38 because these cUi'.'.JS are known to be 
much less time-consuming than other general j\.~ris­
diction criminal cases and would inflate criminal 
caseflow totals. 

General jurisdiction crim,inal caseflow (fables 32-
34) 

Table 32. The total criminal caseflow, less minor 
traffic or ordinance violation cases, for general 
jurisdiction courts during 1975 is shown in Table 32. 
In addition to caseflow figures, dispositions and 
pending cases in each court are shown as a 
percentage of the number of cases filed during the 
year. The number and percentage change in year-end 
pending cases compared to beginning pending are 
also included. The unit of CQunt used by e~ch state in 
reporting criminal data is indicated in the footnotes. 

Criminal cases seem to be moving through the 
court system more quickly than civil cases, as 
discussed below. This may be a result of the Speedy 
Trial Act and similar state and local provisions 
which mandate the prompt processing of criminal 
cases, 

In the 42 states for which the number of disposi­
tions could be computed as a percent of the number 
of filings, all courts disposed at least 70 percent of the 
number of filings. Over three-fourths, or 34 states, 
were able to dispose over 90 percent of the number of 
f:tlings; 10 states disposed more c~ses than were f:tled, 
thus diminishing their pendingcaseload. . 

The ratio of pending cases to filings is much lower 
for criminal cases than for civil cases. Only one state 
had more cases pending at the end of the year than 
were f:tled. The remaining states showed a pending 
caseload of 'ess than 90 percent the number of 
f:tlings. Over half (20) of the 34 states for which this 
measure was computed had a pending caseload at 
the end of the year which was less than half the 
number of filings. 

The 34 states for which the percent change in 
pending could be computed showed a distribution of 
this measure which was similar to that for civil cases. 
There were 6 states which had a decrease in the 
number of pending criminal cases. A high propor­
tion, 20 states, had a percentage increase in pending 
criminal cases of between 0 and 20 percent, as was 
the case in civil cases. 



Table 33, The same criminal casetlow data 
contained 011 Table 33 are shown in Table 32, but 
with states ranked by population. Ranking states by 
population allows the comparison of states with 
similar populations once the similarity of jurisdiction 
and unit of count has been established. 

Caveats regarding Table 32 also apply to this table. 
Analysis of the data when ranked by state population 
yielded no new findings. Thus, population alone does 
not appear to be a good indicator of the general 
jurisdiction courts' ability to handle caseload. 

Table 34. The detailed 1975 criminal caseflow for 
general jurisdiction courts is displayed in Table 34. 
This table provides a category breakdown of the total 
criminal caseload already presented in Tables 23, 32, 
and 33, plus all reported data on minor traffic and 
minor ordinance violations not included in the other 
criminal caseflow tables. The inclusion of minor 
traffic and minor ordinance violation cases means 
that state totals on this table will differ for a few 
states from those on Tables 23, 32, and 33. 
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The headings of this table are the criminal case 
category titles used by the NCSP. When states 
reported a criminal category in which felony, 
misdemeanor, or perhaps other types of criminal 
cases could not be distinguished, these cases were 
included under the heading of other criminal on this 
table. For a listing of the reported case categories in 
each state and their classification in this report, refer 
to the state profiles in Part II of this report. 

Comparisons among criminal caseloads in states 
can be made, providl~d units of count, court 
jurisdictions, and case type definitions are similar. 
When attempting comparisons, remember that felo­
nies in one state, such as certain types of drug 
violations, may be classified as misdemeanors in 
another. In addition, although a felony is usually 
defined as a crime whose punishment is over one 
year's imprisonment, this definition is not used in all 
states. Massachusetts, as an example, defines felo~ies 
as those crimes punishable by imprisonment in the 
state penitentiary. 

Unit of count foo!lJ<.'t.!5.lo Tab/es 32, 33, 34: 
1The criminal unit of count Is the number of defendants on each Information or 

Indictment. 
.",. criminal unit of count Is tho number of Informations or Indictment., 
.1The crIminal unit of count Ie the number of defendants crt each Information, 

IndIctment, or complaint. 
C'fhe criminal unit of count I. the number of Informations, Indictment" or 

complaints, .' m: ~~~::: ~~:l ~ :~~l:: It: :.nUmber _gned at arraignment. 
7T~ wu no consilient deflnltlon UHd for the criminal unit 01 count. 
C'fhe HawaII Land Court and Tax Court. which do not try crimInal ~, have 

been deleted on Table 3AI becauae of apscellmltatlonl, 
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Table 32: Analysis of general Jurisdiction criminal caseflowr, 1975. 
General and limited Jurisdiction courts, with dispositions and end pei1dlng 
as a percent of filings, and number and percent change In pending. 

hJ ~rcent Cha:i'Je In 
Beginning End o flied pe Ing 

State and court pending Flied Dispoaed pending 
DIs- End Number Percent coeed I!!!!dlng 

Alabama-Circuit' 10,540 25,777 25,980 10,337 100.8 40.1 -203 -1.9 
Alaska-Superlo" 451 1,075 955 571 88.8 53.1 120 28.8 
Arlzona-S'fcerlor' 4,92.4 13,662 13,045 5,541 95.5 40.8 617 12.5 
Arkansa&- OTAL' 6,881 12,987 12,233 7,635 94.2 58.8 754 11.0 

Clrcu/~ 6,081 12,987 12,233 7,635 94.2 58.8 754 11.0 
Cl:!lInceD! and ProQjteil NH NH til::! ~H NI::! NH NI::! til::! 

California-Superior' N/A 57,656 52,525 N/A 91.1 N/A N/A N/A 
Colorado-TOTAL' 7,460 14,589 11,998 10,031 82.4 88.9 2,571 34.5 

Dlstrlcl'" 7,460 14,569 11,998 10,031 82.4 88.9 2,571 34.5 
Wat"r NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

Connecticut-Super/or' 2,202 4,941 3,773 3,370 76.4 !!!l.2 1,188 53.0 
Delaware-TOTAL! 1,734 4,087 .3,807 2,014 93.1 49.3 280 16.1 

Super/or' 1,734 4,087 3,807 2,014 93.1 49.3 280 16.1 
Chancery NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

District of Columbla-Super/o!" 3,609r 34,248r 31,039r 6,816r 90,6 19.9 3,207 88.9 
Elorlda-Clrcu/'" .. 42,453 82,222 72, .... 3 52,242 !!!l.1 ~.5 9,779 23.Q 
Georgla-S~rlor N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
HawaiI-TO ;<IL' 1,845 2,086 2,128 1,803 102.0 86.4 . ....2 -2.3 

Clrcu/tl 1,845 2,088 2,128 1,803 102.0 88.4 .... 2 -2.3 
Land NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Tax NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NtL.. 

Idaho TOTAL' 5,573rt 34,602r 33,597r 6,578r 97.1 19.0 1,005 18.0 
District' 9791 3,094 3,250 823 105.0 26.6 -158 -15.9 
Magistrate' 4,594rt 31,508r 3O,347r 5,755r 9'Il.3 16.3 1,161 25.3 

IIlInol&-Clrcull" N/A 520,847r 491,022r N/A 94.3 t!!A N/A N/A 
Indiana-TOTAL N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Circuit N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
S~rlor N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
C mlnal N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

lowa-Dlstrlc~ 14,184r 89,925r 85,141 r 18,968r 94.7 21.1 4,784 33.7 
Kanaa&-Dlstrlcl" 1,810 6,726 6,536 1,900 98.7 28.2 90 5.0 
Kentucky-Circuit' 10,825 12,732 12,608 10~~t 99.0 85.1 9 0.1 
Loulslana-Dlstrlcl"" N/A 212,523 204,945 98.4 N/A N/A N/A 
Malne-Superior' 4,100 8,734 8,990 3,844 t 102.9 ..... 0 -'258 -e.2 
Ma!llland-ClrcU/~ N/A 29,726 27,!!!l5 N/A 1I;!·1 N/A N/A N/A 
Massachusette-Superlo" 37,967 35,483 34,086 39,384 96.1 110.9 1,397 3.7 
Michigan-TOTAL' 15,361l'f 57,130r, 54,897r, 19,125l'f NC 33.5 3,784 24.5 

CirculI' 8,804 27,576 24,349 12,031 88.3 43.8 3,227 36.7 
Recorder'a' 6,557l'f 29,554r, 3O,548r 7,094l'f NC 24.0 537 8.2 
Claims NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

Minnesota-District' 1,227 7,991 7,453 1,763t 93.3 22.1 536 43.7 
MI8SI8SIIIfI-TOTAL' N/A 7,445 5,307 N/A 71.3 N/A N/A N/A 

Clrcu N/A 7,445 5,307 N/A 71.3 N/A N/A N/A 
Chancery NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

Missouri-Circuit .. 8,765 17,760 16,257 10,268 91.5 57.S 1,003 17.1 
Montana-District N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Nebraska-Dls/rlct' N/A 6,643 6,936 N/A 104.4 N/A N/A N/A 
Nevada-District N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
New Hampshlr_Superior7 3,773 6,321 5,642 4,508t 89.3 71.3 735 19.5 
~!:; .. ~~rsey:-Sul2erlor and Coun~ 23,178 31,500 27,248 27,430 !l6.5 !l7.1 4,2511 1!1.3 
New Me~lco-Dlstricl" 1,913 4,771 4,588 2,m. 96.2 43.9 183 9.6 
New York-Supreme and County' N/A 35,754 38,674 108.2 N/A N/A N/A 
North Carolina-Superior' 16,327 53,505 52,551 17,281 98.2 32.3 951. 5.8 
North Dakota-DI.'tr/c~ 273 1,076 1,063 286 98.8 28.6 13 4.8 
Ohlo-Comll!oQ Pleas' 6,099 31,554 31,230 6,423 .99.0 gO.4 jl24 5.~ 
Oklahoma-L"str/c~ 32,427l'f 58,716r 61,352r 37,677l'f 92.0 56.5 5,250 16.2 
or~on-TorAL' 4,019t 14,360 14,383 3,996 100.2 27.8 -23 ..{l.6 

Crcu/!" 4,019t 14,360 14,383 3,996 100.2 27.8 -23 ..{l.6 
Tax NH NH NH NH NH -NH NH NH 

Pennn:lvanla-CQmmon Pleas' 28,064 109,894 1.04,576 33,382 95.2 30.4 5,31!! 18.9 
Rhode ISland-5~rfo" N/A 3,665 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
South Carollna-- Ircult N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
South Dakota-Clrcu/~ N/A N/A 12,470 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Tennessee-TOTAL' 14,948t 29,462 28,396 16,014 96.4 54.4 1,068 7.1 

Circuit and CrimlnaP 14,948t 29,462 28,396 16,014 96.4 54.4 1,068 7.1 
Chancery NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Law and Egu//}: NH NH NH NH Nt .. NH NH NH 

Te~a&-Dlstric/<' 68,720 80,702 80, .... 0 68,982 99.7 85.5 262 0.4 
Utatr-Dlstrfcl" 81 2,643 2,647 77 100.2 2.9 .... .....9 
Vermont-TOTAL' 4,OO9r 16,954r 16,397r 4,558r 96.7 26.9 557 13.9 

Superfa" 20 .... 45 19 102.3 43.2 -1 -6.0 
Dlstrlcl" 3,989r 16,910r 16,352r 4,547r 96.,7 211·9 5!!§ 14.0 

Vlrglnla-Clrcult l 11,42Ot 41,844 41,1l3O 11,434 100.0 27.5 14 0.1 
washlnfrton-s~rlor' N/A 14,048 . 11',284 N/A 101.7 N/A N/A N/A 
West V rglnla- frcult N/II. N/A .~/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Wisconsin-Circuit and Caunl)'l 20,461 r 55,710'" ';',033r 19~~r 102.4 34.4 -1,323 -e.15 
W~omlnIil::::Dlstrfc~ N/A 1,629 1,357b ~.~ N/A N/A N/A 
NOTE: Alphabetical footnotes refer to, the footnotes In Part II, where atatlstlcal 'Not all data were available for Inclusion In the total. Each court'. profile In Part II 
profile. for courtl of general Jurladlctlon In each state are displayed. may be referenced for a determination of the mlulng data. 

NI A-This case type II handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
tChange In pending d08l not equsl the difference between fillnge and 

NO-The number was not computed because of Incomplete or Incomparable 
dlapoelijonl. The numbere appear as reported. 

data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate. I'Mlnor traffiC and minor ordinance c.- are not Included for thoM courtl NH-THII case type I. not handled In thll court. handtlng them. 

tThe number of pending cases wae computed by NCSP ataff when filings, 
dllp08ltlona, and either beginning or end pending were avall~ble. . ..• Unit of count f06t~o~. on ~9.~ 5~. 
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Table 33: Analysis of general Jurisdiction crlmlnlal caseflowr, 1975. 
Stater, r~nked by population, with dispositions and end pending as a percent of 
filings, and number and percent change In pending. 

population 
As percent Change In 

Beginning, End of filed Ijlendlng 
Stale and court In Flied Disposed 

thousands pending pending DIs- End Numbn Percent I!Qsed Il!lndlng 

California-Superior' 21.185 N/A 57,656 52.525 N/A 91.1 N/A N/A N/A 
New York-Supreme and County' 18.120 N/A 35,754 38,614 N/A 10e.2 N/A N/A N/A 
Tex._DI.trlc!'" 12,237 68,720 80,702 80,440 88,982 99.7 85.5 262 0,4 
Pennaylvanla-Oommon PI""" 11,827 28,064 109,894 104,516 33,382 95.2 30.4 5,318 18.9 
IIIlngl!::=Q/rjO\l/t! 11,145 N/A 520,647r 4l!1,022' N/A 94.3 NtA NIA NIA 
OhiO-Common PI,8/I' 10,759 6,099 31,554 31,230 6,423 99.0 20.4 324 5.3 
Michigan-TOTAL' 9,157 15,361 r 57,13Ort 54,897f 19,125rt NC 33.5 3,764 24.5 

Circuit> 8,804 27,576 24,349 12,031 86.3 43.6 3,227 36.7 
RlCord.r'" 6,557" 29,554' 30 548 f 7,094rt NO 24.0 537 8.2 
OII.I!!!! NH NH 'NH NH NH f!!H NH NH 

florida-CirculI' 8,357 42,463 82,222 72,443 52.242 88.1 63.5 9,719 23.0 
New Jereey-Superlor and Ooun~ 7,316 23,178 31,500 27,248 27,430 86.5 87.1 4,252 18.3 
MaISBchuaett.--'Superlo" 5,828 37,967 35,483 34,OS6 39,364 96.1 110.9 1,397 3.7 
t:!!2rth C!rolln~ull!lrl'i!r7 5,451 16,327 53,505 52,un 17,281 98.2 32.3 964 5.8 
Indl.na-TOTAL 5,311 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Circuit N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
~rlor N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
C--1nl.l N/A N/A N/A N/A NIA NIA ~/A NIA 

Virginia-Circuit' 4,961 11,420t 41,644 41,630 11,434 100.0 27.5 14 0.1 
GlIOrgla-Superlor 4.926 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Mlaaourl-ClrculJO> 4,763 8,765 17,760 16,257 10,288 91.5 57.8 1,503 17.1 
W!I!<2!l!!n-C/!!2ul! gng !2sl!!n~ 4,!lQ7 20,461' 55,710f 57,033f 19,138' 102.4 34.4 -1,323 -6,5 
Tenn_TOTAL' 4,188 14,948t 29,462 28,396 16,014 96.4 54.4 1,066 7,1 

Circuit and CrlmlnaP 14,948/ 29,462 28,396 16.014 96.4 54.4 1,066 7.1 
Chanc.ry NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Lew and Egul/l( NH NH NH NH ~H f!!H NH NH 

Maty!ano-Clrcul(f 4.098 N/A 29,726 21,885 N/A 9~1.1 N/A N/A N/A 
Mlnneaota-Dlstric/7 3,926 1.227 7,991 7,453 1,7631 93'.3 22.1 536 43.7 
Loulelana-Dlsfrlcl"" 3,791 N/A 212,523 204,945 N/A 96.4 N/A NIA N/A 
AJ.b.,·,'a-0lrcull' . 3,614 10,540 25,777 25,9S0 10,337 100.8 40.1 -203 -1.9 
Washlnglon-Superlort 3,544 N/A 14,048 14,284 N/A 101,'7 N/A N/A N/A 
Kenluck~-clrcull' 3,396 10,8251 12,732 12,608 10,834 99.0 85.1 9 0.1 
Connecl ut-SUperlor' 3,095 2,202 4,941 3,713 3.370 7604. 88.2 1,188 53.0 
10!l!!-Dlstrlct· 2,870 14,184r 89,925' es,141 r 111,968r 94.7 21.1 4,784 33.7 
Soulh Carolina-Olrcull 2,818 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A. N/A N/A N/A 
Oklahoma-Dlstricl' 2,712 32,427rt 66,716f 61,352f 37,677rt 92.0 56.5 5,250 16.2 
Colorado-TOTAL' 2,534 7.460 14,569 11,998 10.031 B2,4 68.9 2,571 34.5 

OIl/ric!'" 7,460 14,569 11,998 10,031 B2.4 68.9 2.571 34.5 
Wilier NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

Mlaal88llifI-TOTAL2 2,346 NtA 7,<445 5.:>07 N/A 71.3 NI!, N/A N/A 
Olrcu N/A 7'4J~ 5,307 N/A 71.3 NtA N/A N/A 
Chance!}: NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

Or~on-TOTALI 2,268 4.019t 14,360 14,383 3,9gS 100.2 27.8 -23 -0.6 ° rcul,. 4,019 t 14,360 14,383 3,996 100.2 27.8 -23 -0.6 
.. T8X NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Kansaa-Dlsfrlct' 2,267 1,810 6,726 6.636 1,900 98.7 28.2 90 5.0 
Arlzona-SfJrlor' 2,224 4,924 13.662 13,045 5,541 95.5 40.6 617 12.5 
Arkaneaa- OTAL' 2,116 6.881 12,987 12,233 7,635 94.2 58.8 754 11.0 

Circuit' 6,881 12,987 12,233 7,635 94.2 58.B 754 11.0 
Ctla!!!!!!)! gnd Probate NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

Weal Virginia-CirculI 1,803 N/A N/A N/A N/A NtA N/A N/A N/A 
Nebruka-DI,lrlcl' 1,546 N/A 6,643 6,936 N/A 104.4 N/A N/A N/A, 
UtIlh-Dlstrict' 1,206 B1 2.643 2,647 71 100.2 2.9 ~ -4.!!' 
New Mexico-District' 1,147 1.913 4,771 4,588 2,096 96.2 43.9 183 9.6 
M!ln-.suDflrlor' 1,059 4,100 8,734 8,990 . 3,644t 102.9 44.0 -256 -6.2 
Rl10de t,la.nd-Superlo" 927 N/A 3,665 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Hawall .. ",TOTAL' 865 1,845 2,08S 2,128 1,B03 102.0 B6.4 -42 -2.3 

CirculI' 1,845 2'~a:l 2'1J~ 1,B03 102.0 86.4 ~2 -2.3 
Land NH NH NH NH NH NH 
T8X NH NH NH NH NH f!!H NH NH 

Idaho-TOTAL' 820 5,573ft 34,602f 33,597f 6,57Sf 97.1 19.0 1,005 18.0 
DlI/rlcl' 979t 3,094 3,250 823f 105.0 26,6 -156 -15.9 
MI~'lrai" 4,594ft 31,508f 30,347f 5,755 96.3 18.3 1,161 25.3 

New ampehlre-Superlor' 818 3,773 6,321 5.642 4,5081 89.3 71.3 735 19.5 
M2Dllna-!2lslrlct 748 N/A N/A N/A N/A NtA N/A N/A NIA 
Dlstrlcl of Co\umbl.-Superlor' 716 3.609f 34,246r 31,039f 6,816r ' 90.6 19.9 3,207 88.9 
South Dakota-CirculI' 683 N/A N/A 12,470 N/A N/A NiA N/A NtA 
North Dakota-DIstriCt' 635 273 1.076 1,063 286 98.8 26.6 13 4.8 
Nevada-District 592 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Del.ware-TOTAL' 579 1,734 4,087 3,807 2,014 93.1 49.3 280 16.1 

SUperior' 1,~~ 4,087 3,807 2,014 93.1 49.3 280 16.1 
~!!2!!X NH NH NH NH NH NH, NH 

.... rmonl-TOTAL' 471 4,OO9f 16.954f 1S,397' 4,566r 96.7 26.9 557 13.9 
SuPMf0t4 20 44 4.5 19 102.3 43.2 -1 -5.0 
QitIIi2t! ~,~9' 1S,910f 1!l,~5:i,~ 4,547r 96·Z 26.9 558 14.0 

Wyoming-DIstrict' '3t4 N/A 1,629 1,357· NtA 63.3 NtA N/A N/A 
AJ_k-SUm:l2!! .' '~52 451 1,075 955 571 88.8 53.1 120 28.6 

NOTE: Alphabellcal loolnol. reler 10 Ih. loolnol .. In Part 11, Where slallstlcal Nli-lhll eaM type Is not handled In Ihl' court. 
profil .. lor courte 01 general Jurildlctlon In Mch stale are dlaplayed. 

r'Mlnor traffic and minor ordinance caaes Bre not InclUded lor Iho88 courts 
NI A-Thlt caaa type II handled by lhe court, but Ih. dala are unavailable. 
Ne-The number wu nol computed beCause of Incomplele or Incomparable 

hapdllng them. 

dall. Computallon 01 lhe number wu deemed lnapproprlat •. Unit of count footnote, on page 59. 

--. -_ .. _------_._---------_ ..... 
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Table 34: General Jurisdiction criminal cas61f1ow, 1975; by category of cs'se. 
Beginning pending 

State and court 
Prelim· other 

Felony ~~~~r Trafllo ~r;:.7. crimi· 
Ings nal 

Alabama-Circuit' x 
e,laeka-Superlor' 444 7 
Arizona-SuperIor' 4,211 378 
Arkaneas-TOTAL 4.633 2,248 

CIrcuit' 4,633 2,248d 

ChanCBry and 'ProbatB' NH NH NH NH NH 
California SUlwlor' N/A 
Colorado-TOTAL X x 

Dlstrlc'" X X 
Waler NH NH NH NH NH 

Connecticut Superior' (e) (e) 
Delaware-TOrAL X X 

Supsrlor' X X 
Chancery NH NH NH NH NH 

A!'1peals 

x 

335 
x 

NH 
N/A 

x 
X 

NH 
2,202 

X 
X 

NH 

Extra· 
ordI­
nary 
writs 

Total 
crimi· 

nal 

10,540 
451 

4,924 
6,881 
6,881 

NH NH 
N/A 

7,460 
7,460 

NH NH 

1,734 
1,734 

NH NH 

Fe!ony 

875 
11,814 
8,635 
§.B35 

NH 
55,635 
11,032 
11,032 

NH 

X 
X 

NH 
District 01 Columbia-Superior" 1,401 1,497 2,131 161 194 57 5,441r 4,922 
Florida Clrcult>- 42,421 42 42,463 82,069 
Georgia-Superior NI A 
Hawa:I-Clrculto 1,332 503 10 1,845 1,590 
J.daho-TOTAL 712t 3,925t 2,543t 869t 39t 8,OB8rt 2,495 

DistrIct' 712t 200t 28t 39t 979t 2,495 
Magistrate' 3,725t 2,515t 869t 7,109rt 

illinOis-CircuIt< NIA N/A N/A N"~ N/A 32,828 
Indiana TOTAL NI A 

CIrcuit N/A 
SuperIor N/A 
CrimInal N/A 

Misde­
meaor 

4,152 
4,152d 

NH 

NH 
2,202 

X 
X 

NH 
14,583 

455 
27,230 

540 
26,690 

481,743-

k.wa District' 8,379m 9,607" 1,975 39,606 (1) 59,567r 23,600m 163,993" 
Kansas-DistrIct' 1,297 85 42 386 l$tO 5,164 187 
Kentucky=;Clrcult' X X 10,825 

Flied 

11allic 

Nli 

NH 
(B) 

NH 
76,899 

9 
171,048 

2,159,730 

69 

Prelim- Other 
Inary crimi. 
hear· nal 
Ings 

24,688 

NH NH 

565 
565 

NH NH 
(e) 

NH NH 
9,327 3,154 

41 
4,811\ 

4,818 
·83,729-

17,505 211,1'14 

11,32a 

",Lo~ul2.181!!!!an~a-?Df-l'/s¥l'rl",C;:;".::..;.-__ ",' ___ .!.!N7'/A::-..!N~/""A,----,Nll/!lA ___ -;-,=,.-__ N"'�"'A'--___ ~N/':':A~--__:~X--_:'X:_----<X'-----_:_::::_:_; 
Maine-Superior' (d) (d) 4,100" 4,100 (d) (d) 8,734" 

Appeals 

1.109 

1,329 
X 

(d) 
NH 

2,021 
350 
350 
NH 

X 
X 

NH 

153 

50 
50 

(1) 

~M~ary~l~an~~~C~~~cu~It'~~----~~-----------UN~/A~~~N~/~A~-llN/~A~~N~/~A~~~~-----------~2~4,~41u7--,~~ 
Masschusetts-Superlor' 21,596d 16,371 37,967 17,33Od 18,1~\3 

Michigan-TOTAL 11,485 3,3651 N/A 511 N/A 15,3&11 39,3!;8 17,133 844,235 ----ron 
Clrclllt> 8,293d 511 '_:-:-:-:_-l38,~804~_:;.:26~,9~3:!,;7d::..;.-""",-=,.._------_-:."':"':"70':'"" __ ...§;!L 

~R~BC~O~ro~Mw~~ ________ ~3~,1~92~t~3~,3~6~5~' __ ~~~~~N/A --,N~/~A_..!6~,5~5~7'~~1~2~,42~17-~17~,17.~~ ____ ~~ __ ~~84~4~,2~3~5 ____ ~~ 
Claims NH NH NH NH NH ......!:!!L,-.,;N,;;,H:....~~N~H __ .~N~H~_.",;N~H:.... __ ;,;NH;,;,...._.",;N,;;,H:....-.,;N;;,.H:...._.",;N,;;,H;",.,. 

~M~ln~ne~~~t~a~m~st=rlC~17~ __________ -4X'--__ ~X ____________________ ~X _______ ~1,~22~7 ____ -__ XQ _____ ~X'__ ______________ ~~ __ ~~X~ 
MIS8lsslppI-Tq~r.",,)\L,,--______ ~ _________ __:7':":' ___ ':':'7:------""N7':/~A------------------~6~,.~38!,:--""1,,,,007!7=-

CIrcuit' N/A N/A N/A 6.438 1,007 
Chancery NH NH NH NH NH ...!ili....- NH ,_-=-=N:;::H __ .",;N~H:-__ N~H~ __ ,;";N_H_......;N~H __ ......;N~H ___ ~NH:;,,,.,. 

Missourl-Clrcul,.., X X X 8,765 )( X X 
Montana-DIstrict N/A 
Nebra&ka-Dlstrial' N/A N/A N/A 3,978d 2,565b 

Nevada-DIstrIct N/A 
New Hampshlre-Superior7 2 ,079 1.694 3,773 4,136 2.185 
;;Ne~W~Je!!Jrse~v =.:Su~pe~fl,~' 0'!fr/~C:!/lOU~n!!ZIr"=-._....!2",2~,2:!.!48!.-_____________ ~i'6>!i!9"---UH~ 23,178 27,567 
New Mexlco-mstrict' 1,913 

3,629 

New Yor1<-Supreme/Counfy' NIA N/A 35,754 
North Caroilna-Superlor7 X X 16,327 30,762 22,743 
North Dakota-Dlstlict' X)( 273 212 
Ohio-Common Pleas' 6,099 6,099 31,554 
Oklahoma-DIstrict' 14,628 17,374 36,706 425 N/A,' 69,133r, 20,439 . 45,105 140,896 738 
Oregon-TOTAL 4.0191 4,019t 14,360 

Clrculto 4,0191 4,019t 14,360 
Tax NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

p;;;;;;;anla Common Pleas' (e) (e) 26,061- 1 ,602' 401 28,064 ' (e) . (el 102,648- 6.512' 
RhOde Isl.n~Superlor' N/A N/A N/A N/A 2,374 747 
South Carolina-CIrcuit . N/A 
South Dakota-CircuIt' N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
T.:..:.",n,:"ne""sae""",e-=.TO",r.'f')\",L~ _____ ..!1..w1,,,,,02,,,7.:,.t-,3,,,,,9,,,2,,,1t:--________________ li.l~,94::;8~1;___;:2::'1,~97::5'-__:7;:,4:::8=7-------_________ _ 
~C'!.l'rc:;!u!!.'t J!an~d!.,;C!<!rl!!.!m!!!.ln!!!a/2=-___ .....!1..!J1 ,~02~7~t. -'3~,9~2:":'1t~· _~-_=,..___:.".,..--.,.".,-__:~--!.11~\\";,94~8T't-.... 21"",97.7::::5---'-7.a:;,4:7.87';_-.,....-::;';__--~,..___:~---.,.".,-

Chancery NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH:--_~N;7,H~-~N*'H;---__ ~N::!H--~N~H-~N~H;__-_!N~H~ 
.i!'.l" and Equity NH 'Nii NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Te~Q .... Dlstrlc,.' 57,673 5,490 , _____ "'5,.w177.9c-_--:~-'3,,7"'8--' 68""" 7!~270 _-,,66~,~48~7 ;.::, 7,109 6,227 

~Ut_a~~D;,;~~~~/c~~~--__ ---~(.~)~.",;(~~~·--~~----~X----~X---~--~,~81~~~(.~f __ ~~~(.~)--~~-----2~,1~2~7-~-~51~8-
Vermont TOTAL 895 3,103 2,043 11 6.(!i2r 2,381 't4,549 45,091 

Superior' 5 4 (bl 11 20 20 ° 
District' 890 3,099 2,043 6,O;!:'2'='r---::2:-::,3~671 ---::1":'4,"'54~9!.---"'45"',09~! 

(b) 

Virginia CIrculi' 6,494t 4,926t (c) 11,4:,'01 22,427 19,217 ~ 
WAlhlngton-§LJJ)!rlort N/A N/A N/~:-'---~-"';';;:;;";----------~11:-:,OO::::'3-' 3,045 
'liW, Vlrglnll=Clrcull N/I\ 
Wll(lontln-ClrcultlcoUnlr" 5,749 14,473 37,352 1,655 59,1011T 12.260 42860 350,752 1 MOO 
WwmlnQ=OfJtripf N/A N~ 1,629 

\ 
\, 
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Unit o. count .ootnotes on page 59; other .ootnoies f)n page 64. 

exira. 
ordl· 
nary 
wrIts 

NH 

Flied 

Tolal 
crImI· 
nal 

Felony Mlsde· 
meanor Trallic 

DlsPosed- -

Prelim- other Extra-

hl"eaaryr. crimI· Appeals ord~ 
Ings nel ~I~ 

ToW 
crimi­
nal 

End pending 
---":!-"...,~-----="--"-==...---------

Prelim­
Inary 
hear­
Ings 

TraffIc 
other 
crimI­

nal 

exira­
Appeals ordi­

nary 
wrlls 

Tolal 
crImI­

nal 

25.777 X X 25.980 X )( 10.337 ~ 
1 .075 781 174 955 538 33 571 

13.662 11,347 440 1,258 13,045 4,618 457 406 5.541 
12,987 8.263 3.950 X 12,233 5,185 2,450 X • 7,635 
12.987 8.283 3.950d (d) 12.233 5.1eS 2.4500 Id! 7.635 

NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

______ ~5~7.~55~6~~50~,7ul~4 .• ----------------~~-1~.6~1~1---_~5~2~.5~25~~N~/A~-----__ ----__ ---__ ~ __ ~N~/~A~----~~Nu/A~ 
14.569 )( - )( . X 11,998 X X X 10.031 
14.569" X X X 11.998 X X X 10.031 

NH NH NH NH NH NH NH' NH NH NH rm NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
4.941 (e) (e) 3.773' 3.773 (e) (e) 3,370' 3,370 

X 4.087 X X X 3.807 X X X 2.014 
4.087 X X X 3,807 X X X 2.014 

NH NH Nil NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH i NH NH 
1,937 110.822" 4,315 12.781 74,743 9.245 3.111 1.949 106.144" 2.008 3,299 4,287 243 237 45'. 10.11gr 

82,222 72,39ry 50 72.443 52.097 <145 52.242 
N/A N/A N/A 

2.086 1,593 504 31 2,128 1,329 454 20 1,803' 
205.550r 2,517 26.623 170.143 4.378 48 203.709" 690 4.532 3.457 1.309 41 10.029" 

3.094 2.517 654 31 48 3.250 690 86 6 41 823 
202.556" 25,969 110,112 4.378 200.459" 4.446 3.451 1.309 9.206" 

2.758,0301' 28,720 456.122' 2,068,334 77,869< 2,631,045" N/A N/A N/A N/A N/'" 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A ""A 
N/A N/'" N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 

416.812" 14.874 168.311 16.712 190.507 (1) 390,404" 9.760m 12,634" 2.768 60.813 (1) 55,915" 
6.726 5.091 203 83 1,259 6.636 1,370 69 28 433 1.900 

12,732 X X 12,608 X X 10,834t 
212.523 X )( X X 204.945 ~ N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8,134 (d) (d) 8,99Od 8.990 (d) (d) 3.844dl 3.8441 
405 29.726 22,318 4.958 409 27.685 N/A N/!\..",N""/A>--_=",N,,:/a.A-

35,483 19,093d 14,993 34,086 19,833d 19,531 39,354 
N/A 901,365"' 34,815 18,174 N/A 5li5 1,353 54,8911 16.028 2.5021 N/A 595 N/A 19.1251 

________ ~2~7,~57~6~~23~.7~94~I~d~~~-----------_=~--~5~55~~~~24~.34~9~1~1.4~3~6~·--~~--~,' •. -------~~--~5~9~5_=~--~1~2,~03~1~ 
873.789" 11,021 16.174 N/A 1,353 30,8481 4,692 2.5021 N/A N/'" 7,0941 

NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH, . NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
7.991 X X )( 7,453 '" X X X 1.763t 

__________ ~7.~44~5~----------__ --__ --__ ----~.~,4~7=9--~8~28~----~5~.30~7~~~--~~------------~N~/~A--~N~/~A------~N~/~A~ 
____ ~--~7~.4~45~--~~--~~--~~~~~4~A~7~~9--~82~8~~--~5.~®~7~!~·~--~~--~~~~--~N~/A~--N~/~A~~--~N~/~A~ 

NH NH NH Nfl NH NH NH Nfl NH NH NH Nfl NH NH NH NH NH NH 
17.760 12.351 3,900 (d! 16.257d X X X 10.268 

N/A N/A NIA 
6.643 4,148" 2.788" $.936 N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 
6.321 3.628 1 .958 5.642" 2.587 1 .921 4.5Q8' 

304 31.500 23,260 3.586 402 27.248 26.655 812 63 27.430 
4.711 4.588 2.096 

35,754 38.674 38,674 N/A N/A 
_________ 53~.50~5~ ____ ~X ____________________ ~--~X------~52~,5~5~1----~X . __________________ ~~--~X~----~1~7,2~8~1-

l~re X X 1.~ X X m 
31 .554 31 ,230 31 .230 8,423 6.423 

434 207.612" 17,418 43,217 137.018 397 320 198.370r 17,549 19.262 40.664 766 N/A 78.2611l 
14.360 14.383 14.383 3.996 3.996 
U.360 14.383 14.383 3,996 3,996 

NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
134 109.894 (el eel 97.213·, 6.635/ 728 104.576 (el ell 31.496' 1,479/ 407 33.382 

3.685 NIA N/A NI'" N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A N/A 
N/A 1,751 10.719 12,470 N/A N/A N/A -__ Nt~ ··-lili __ -,2~1~.2~38~-!-7..t.1~58?-________________________ -:2:::8,:,3=96~1;.:lC'::.1="64::-.-=:4!"!.2:::50:-__________________ 1~6:_:,0'714;_ 

__ \ 1 •. ,--'2"'9.::.467.2:-~21 ..... 2~38~--7!.&..1':':58~--__;:'::7"--_=~-=--_:_::_:__:_::;__---"28"'.37.96:T_.!1"'1.'::7&!;;::--4"..2~50:T_--__:~--=---=--__;:_;:_;__;~--..:.16",0~1::;4_ 
~' NH NH Nfl Nil Nfl Nfl NH NH NH NH' NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

NH NH NH NH NH ~IH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
879 80.702 66.707 7,603 . 5.367 763 80.440 57.453 4.996 8.039 494 68.9112 

2.543 (e) (e) 2,190' 457 2,647 (e) (e) X X 77 
~ __ ~2~4 __ ~62~.~04~5~r __ .!2~,2~6~1_1~4~.1~09~_'4~4~.7~38~ ____________ ~ __ ~27~~6"'1.~135~r~1.~01¥5~~3.~54~3~--'2~,3~98~ ___________ ~~_8:-__ ~8.~962~r 

24 44 14 4 (bl 27 45 11 \) (b) 8 19 
62.001" ~.247 14.105 44.738 61.090" 1.Q04 3.!;43 2,396 8.913" 
41,644 21.960 19.670 (e) 41,630 6.961 4,473 (e) 11,434 
14.048 X X 14,284 N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A 
422.372 12.225 44.275 355.761 16.234 428,495" 5.784 13.058 32.523 1.921 53,286" 

1.629 1.357" 1.357" N/A 'H/A 
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Footnotllll to tllble 34: 
NOTE: Alphabetical footnotes refer to the footnotes In Part II, where statistical 
profiles for courts of general Jurlsdlotlon In eaoh state are displayed. 

NI A~_. type Is handled by the oourt; data are not available. 
NH-Thla oue type Is not handled In this oourt. 

rThe number 01 pending oatles was oomputed by NCSP staff when filings, 
dlapo.ltlon., and elthor beginning or end pending were available. 

General jurisdiction felony caseflow (Tables 35-36) 

Table 35. General jurisdiction felony caseflow data 
from the 29 states that identified and reported a 
segment of their total criminal caseload as felony 
cases may be found in Table 35. 

Interstat~ comparisons between states reporting 
felony caseflow should be made only after verifying 
the similarity of unit of count. Units used by the 
states to count cases are shown on this table. It 
should also be remembered that the types of crimes 
classified as felonies vary among states, 

Along with caseflow figures, . this table shows 
felony dispositions and pending cases as a percentage 
of the cases filed during the year. In addition, the 
number and percentage change of year-end pending 
cases over beginning pendings is shown. An explana­
tion of these measures may be found in the 
interpretation of civil caseflow in connection with 
Table 26 and in the discussion of Table 24. 

A new measure of comparability for general 
jurisdiction courts, number of filings per thousand 
population, is introduced on this table. The unit of 
population (1,000) was selected to allow results that 
range between 0 and 10. This figure for caseload per 
unit of population allows comparison between states 
with large and small populations. The table displays 
great variation in filings per 1,000 population, 
however, which indicates the low correlation between 
state population and general jurisdiction court 
caseflow. Some of this variation is due to differences 
in the unit of count among the states. Some variation 
may also be explained by differences in the types of 
crimes classified as felonies in each state. 

Data on felony dispositions, like data on criminal 
cases in general, indicate that the courts were able to 

INot all data were available. See eaoh court's protlle In Part II for a determination 
of the missing data. : 

'Change In pending doee not equal the difference be~ri tiling; and 
dispositions. The numbers appear as reported. . 

rMlnor traffic and minor ordlnanoe 0_ ani not Inoluded lor thotle oourts 
handling them. 

remain somewhat current with their felony caseload, 
Again, as with Table 32, these figures suggest that 
federal and state provisions that mandate the prompt 
disposition of criminal cases have led to the concen­
tration of judicial resources on criminal litigation. 

All of the 23 states for which the number of 
dispositions could be computed as a percent of the 
number of filings, disposed of at least 80 percent of 
the number of filings for felony cases. There were 15 
states for which the number of dispositions was at 
least 90 percent of the number of filings, while 6 
states disposed of more cases than were filed. 

There were 19 states for which the number of end 
pending cases could be computed as a percentage of 
the numbel' of filings. Only 1 of these had more cases 
pending than were filed, while over half (10) had a 
pending caseload that was less than half the number 
of filings. 

Of the 19 states for which the percent change in 
pending was computed,S states had a decrease in the 
number of pending cases. Almost half, or .rune states, 
had an increase in peildings which ranged from 0 to 
20 percent. 

Table 36. The same general jurisdiction court 
felony caseflow data that were presented on Table 35 
are displayed in Table 36, but the reporting states are 
ranked by estimated 1975 population. Ranking the 
states by population allows comparison of caseflows 
between states with similar populations. When filings 
per 1,000 population, dispositions and end pendings 
as a percentage of filings, and changes in pending 
cases are compared for states with similar popula­
tions, however, population alone proves to have little 
correlatioz:l with the courts' p~rformance in handling 
felony caseload. 
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Table 35: Analyels 0' general Jurisdiction felony caseflow, 1975. 
For those states Identifying and reporting felony cases, 
with dispositions and end pending as a percent of filings, 
and number and percent change In pending. 

~~f1~::~sn Beginning Fl11ngsl Change PeI'cent 
State and court Flied Disposed End 1,000 As ~rcent In change 

7/1/75 pending pending population of filing. pending In 
pending 

Dlsl!!lsed Pending 

Alaska-Superlo~ 352,000 444 876 781 538 2.49 69.3 61.5 !)4 21.2 
Arlzona-S~riori 2,224,000 4,211 11,814 11,347 4,678 5.31 96.0 39.6 467 11.1 
Arklln!!8!t== Ircull' 2,116.000 4,533 6.635 8,283 5,185 4.18 93,8 58.7 5~2 11,9 

Call/ornla-Superior' 21,185,000 N/A ~5,655 50;714 N/A 2.83 1>1.2 NtA N~A NIA 
Colorado-DII/rlafl 2,534,000 N/A 11,032 N/A N/A 4.35 N/A N/A NA ""A 
OIII!l~1 S!! !;!2Iym211-~l!R!rl2,s 71§,000 1,~Ql 4,922 4,~15 i,008 §.§7 !}Z,7 ~Q.g 8O! 43.;1 

Florlda-Clrau/II 8,357,000 42,421 82,069 72,393 52,097 9.82 88.2 83$ 9,676 22,6 
HawaiI-Circuit' 865,000 1,33:1 1,590 1,5il3 1,329 1,84 100.2 83JI ~ ~,2 
Ig!!ho-Dlstrlat' g,o,ooo 71~1 2,495 2,517 690 3.04 100,9 g7.7 -22 ~,J 

IIl1nol_Clrcult' 11,145,000 N/A 32,826 28,720 N/A 2.95 87,5 N/A N/A N/A 
10wa-Dlstrlaf'! 2,870,000 (m) (~ 14,874 ('"J NC NC NC NC NC 
Kan,a_D!ifrlct' 2,267,000 1,297 5,1 ,I 5,091 1,37 2.28 98.6 26.5 73 ' 5.6 
Ma9!!8ahusetts-Sl/p'erlo~ 5,828,000 21,596" 17,330" 19,093" 19,833" 2.9i' 110,2 114.4 -1,753 -8.2 

Michigan-TOTAL' 9,157,000 11,465 39,358, 34,8151 16,028 4.30 as.5 40.7 4,543 39.6 
Clrault> 8,293" 26,937" 23,1~" 11,436" 2.94 88.3 42.5 3,143 37.9 
R&cord"r's' 3,192/ 12,421 11,021 4,592 1.36 88.7 37.0 1,400 43.9 

Mlssourl-Clraul1' 4,763,000 N/A N/A 12,357 N/A N/A N/II NtA N/A NIA 
Nebraska--Dlslrial' 1,546,000 N/A 3,978" 4,148" N/A 2.57 104.3 N/II N/A N/A 
tl\1\11 JQrIl~ll-'I2~l1'-'r/or Bnd Qoun~ 7,316,000 22,248 27,561 g3,280 213,555 3.77 84,4 96.3 4,307 19.4 

North Carollna-Superlot" 5,451,000 N/A 30,762 N/A N/A 5.64 N/A ~lIA NtA N/A 
Ohio-Common PleBS' 10,759,000 6,099 31,554 31,230 6,423 2.93 99.0 20.4 324 6.3 
Oklahom!!:=Dlstricl' - 2,712,000 14,628 ~0,439 17,418 17,849 7.54 85.2 88.3 3,Ogl 20.7 

Oregon-CirculI" 2,288,000 4,019t 14,380 14,383 3,996 6.28 100,2 27,8 -23 ~.6 
Rho(le Island-Su,:rior"- 927,000 N/A 2,374 N/A N/A 2.56 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
South Dakola-C reull' ~OO N/A N/A 1,751 N/A NtA N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Tenne_Clrcult and CrlmlnaP 4,188,000 11,0271 21,975 21,238 11,784 5.25 96.6 53.5 737 6,7 
T exas--Dlstrlct' 12,237,000 57,673 66,487 66,707 57,$53 5.43 100.3 86.4 -220 ~.4 

Vermont-TOTAL' 471,000 895 2,381 2,261 1,015 5.06 95.0 42.6 120 13.4 
Superio~ 5 20 14 11 0.04 70.0 55.0 6 NC 
Dlstrlat< 890 2,361 2,247 1,004 5.01 95.2 42.5 114 12.8 

Vlrglnla-Clrau/l' 4,967,000 6,494t 22,427 21,980 6,961 4.52 97.9 31.0 467 7.2 
Wisconsin-Circuit and County' 4,807,000 5,749 12,260 12,226 5,748 2.66 99,7 47.2 35 0,6 
W~o!!!lnSl::DI!tricfl 374.000 N/A 1,629 1,357" N/A 4.38 !!;I.g N/A N/A N/A 
NOTE: Alphabetical footllotes rafer to the footnotes In Part 11, where statistical 'Thio criminal unit of count I,the number of de!lIndants on .ach Information or 
proflle, lor courts 01 general!urlsdlctlon In each state are displayed, Indictment. 

"The criminal unit of count I, the number of Information. or Indictments, 
NI A-This caM type Is handled by the court, but the dilta are unavailable, .... he criminal unit of count Is the number of defandant, on .. ch Information, 
Ne-Tha number was not computed becausa of Incomplete or Incomparable lndlat.ment, or complaint, data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate. 'The criminal Unit of count la the number of Informatlona, Indictment" or 
tThe number of pending CaMS was computed by NCSP stall: wtlen IIIlngs, oomph.lnla, 

dispositions, and either beglnnl"" or end pending were available. "The criminal unit 01 aountls the case number asaigned lit arraignment, 

"A few misdemeanors may be Included In the lelony caseflow for these courts, 
"The criminal unit of count II the CBM. 
ITililra was no conaistent daflilltlon used for the criminal unl! of count. 
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Table 38: Analyala of general Jurladlctlon felony caaeflow, 1875. 
,Statea ranked by population, , 
3wlth dlapoaltlons and end pending aa a percent of filings, 
and number and percent change In pending. 

,l Pop~lation FIII~I C/18nge P.cent 
Beginning End All percent _change state and court eetlmatel pending Flied D\lpoeed pending I, ollilinge In , In 1/1/75 population pending . pending 

OIIDOMd Pend1na 

C.lllornla-SU~or1 21,185,000 N/A 55635 50,714 N/A 2.63 91.2 N/A N/A N/A 
T.Ka_DI.,rlcl' 12,237,000 57,673 88;487 88,707 57~~~ 5.43 100.3 88.4 -220 -'l.4 
IlIInol_Clrcult' 1'\ 11,145,000 N/A 32,828 28,720 2.95 8U. N/A IIIIA N/A 
Qbl2:::l6!a!llI2!! ea' lI!.Z~i,QQQ M21! IIMM IIl,iliI!! 1I,~illl 2.i1l ii,ll aM >Iii! fi,lI 
Michigan-TOTAL 9,151,000 11,485 39,358 34,815 18,028 4.30 8U 40.7 4,&43 311.8 

CirculI' 8,293" 28,937" 23,794" 11,438" 2,94 88.3 42.15 3,143 37,9 
BIS:Qwr.'t!. 1I,1ial 1a,~ill 1loQill 4,~RiI l,iIA B,Z IIZ,Il MI2!1 ~>I,II 

Florida-CirculI' 8,3157,000 42,421 /)2,089 72,393 152,097 9,82 88,2 83.15 9,078 22.8 
N.w J_y-SU~or ,nd Coun~ 7,310,000 22,248 27,1587 23,280 28,~5 3.77 &4.4 88.3 4,307 19.4 
M.IIIQbUH~I/QICI2/: lI,m,QQQ iM2§" lM~O" lll,~" 1!!,m" 2·!!Z llQ,i jH,4 -l,I~ :::U 
North Carollna-sup.r/~ 15,451,000 N/A :10,782 N/A N/A 1l.O4 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Virginia-CirculI' 4,887,000 e~941 22~27 21,1180 8,961 4.1S2 117,9 31.0 487 7,2 
Mlwurl-=Clrc!!l!' UB3,QQQ fA (A 12,351 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

WilConlin-Clrcult 'nd Coun~ 4,507,000 5,749 ' 12,250 12,225 5,764 2.88 99.7 47.2 315 0.8 
Ten~Clrcuit and Cl'lml",,. 4,188,000 11,027/ 21,97S' 21,238 11,764 6.25 96.6 153.5 737 6.1 
Im-Q/ttr1l1l:! i,1I7Q,QQQ (ml eml lA,87! (ml HQ Hit HQ !!Q HQ _ 

OklahOma-DllIricl' 2,712,000 14,626 20,0439 17a)~ 17,649 7.54 66.2 86.3 3,021 20.7 
Co/orado--Of.trlCl' 2,153A,000 N/A 11,032 N/A 4.315 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Qr!llS!O::!2/C!!Il/f! 2,26g,QQQ 4,Oj91 14,360 1A,~ ;1,!11!§ 8·a!! lQQ.2 27.!! -2~ ::M 
I<anlll-Diltrict/ 2,267,000 1,297 5.164 5,091 1,(170 2.28 98.6 28.5 7(1 5.11 
Arlzona-S=or1 2,224,000 4,211 11,814 11,347 4,678 5.31 96.0 39.6 487 11.1 
Arkanllt= III' a,116,QQQ 4,633 8,8;15 UII3 5,1!!5 4,1!! 93.8 §S,7 552 11,p 

Nebruka-Of.,rlCl' 1,546,000 N/A 3,97817 4,14617 N/A 2.57 104.3 N/A N/A N/A 
Rhode 111.nd-Superlor' 927,000 N/A 2,374 N/A N/A 2.56 N/A WA N/A N/A 
tlIDII-!2/rcl1/I' 11115,000 1,332 1,590 1,593 1,;129 l·1l;! 1QQ.2 113,8 ::il ::Q.~ 

Idaho-OiIlrlcl' 820,000 7121 2,495 2,517 690 3,04 100.9 27.7 -22 -3.1 
OIltrlct 01 Columbla-SUperl0r4 716,000 1,401 04,922 4,315 2,008 6.67 67,7 40.8 607 4!l.3 
South Dakota Circuit' 68;1,000 N/A N/A j,751 we· N/A N/A N/A N/A HlA 

Vermonl-TOTAL 0471,000 695 2,381 2,261 1,OW 5.00 95.0 42.6 120 1:!.4 
SUperl~ 5 20 104 0.04 70.0 55.0 1.1 NO 
l2Ittdl11! 222 2,~6l g,2~Z 1,004 §.Ql PMl 42·!! i1i4 lil,lI 

Wyomlng-Of.trlc" 374,000 N/A 1,629 1,357b N/A 4.36 83.3 N/A N/A N/A 
~~ >I§~,QQ!1 4AA 875 7111 1538 iI·~i 811.3 !II,!! ~ ill,i 
NOTE: Alphabetical lool~ot. raler to the lootoot. In Part II, where atatl.tlcal ,~ criminal unit 01 count la the number 01 delendant. on each Inlormatlo!! Of 
profll. lor courtl 01 ",neialfurledlctlon In .. ch ltate ar. dlapiayed. Indictment. 

"". criminal unit 01 count II the number 01 Inlormatlone Of Indlctmenta. 
NI A-Thll CIII type II handled by the court, but the data are unavailable, "". criminal UnIt 01 .count II lhe number 01 delandant. on each Inlormation, 
Ne-The numbtf wu not computed bacau .. 01 Incomplete or Incomparable Indictment, or complaint, 

data. Computation 01 the number wu detmtd I",pproprlate. ~ criminal unit 01 count I. tM number 01 Intormatlonl, Ind/ctmanla, or 
co~alnta. 

rrhe number 01 pending caMI wal computed by NCSP ,tall when IlIln9l, 
e Criminal unit 01 count II the CIIB nunW _gned at arraignment. 

dlljlOllt!CInI, and slthar beginning or and pending were available. 
'The Criminal unit 01 count II the CIIB. 

"A few misdemeanor. may be Included In the ','ony CllBftoW lor t_ courts. 



General jurisdiction criminal dispositions 

Table 37. Criminal trial data for 37 states reporting 
such data are shown in Table 37. Displayed for each 
reporting' state are the types of criminal cases 
included in the state's trial data, the unit of count 
used in criminal cases, and the point of counting a 
jury or non-jury trial. 

Data for each state reporting are displayed to show 
total criminal dispositions, total criminal trials with 
percentage of jury and non-jury trials, and the 
percentage of total criminal dispositions represented 
by jury and non-jury trial dispositions. 

As with other criminal caseflow tables in this 
section, data regarding minor traffic cases and minor 
ordinance violation cases have been deleted from the 
totals for states that handle these cases in their 
general jurisdiction courts. In attempting to compare 
states, it is important to verify the similarity of the 
types of cases included in a state's trial data, the unit 
of count used for criminal cases, an.d the point of 
counting trials. States that count guilty pleas as non­
jury trials should be kept separate from those that do 
not. Table 37 clearly indicates that in 3 states that 
consider a guilty plea a non-jury trial, dispositions 
are inflated with regard to the percentage of total 
criminal caseo1\ disposed of by trial. Footnotes on 
Table 37 identify those states. 

a.n.r.1 lurlldlctlon court dN 17 

(Tables 37-38) 

Of the criminal cases filed in general jurisdiction 
courts in these 37 states, the percentage of cases 
disposed of by jury trial in each state averages a little 
over 6 percent and ranges from less than 1 percent to 
more than 12 percent. 

Table 38. Criminal case disposition data from the 
27 states that reported such information for their 
general jurisdiction courts in 1975 are displayed in 
Table 38. 

Data regarding total criminal dispositiqns in each 
state are broken down, where possible, ~into major 
types of criminal case dispositions. Other less 
common types of case dispositions are listed on the 
statistical protiles for each general jurisdiction court, 
which are located in Part II of this report. 

Before attempting comparisons between states 
listed on this table, the similarity of the states with 
respect to the unit of count and types of cases 
included in total criminal dispositions must be 
checked. Note that minor traffic and ordinance cases 
ar(: not included in this table. 

Of all the criminal case dispositions reported, 26 
states reported dispositions by guilty plea. The 
average percentage of cases disposed of by guilty 
plea was just over 53 percent; the range was from 
30.9 percent to 76.6 percent. 

\u 
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Table 37: Analysis of general jurisdiction criminal trial data, 1975. 
For those states Identifying and reporting criminal trllli data, 
with case types, point of counting, and number of jury and 
non-jury trials as a percent of dispositions. 

Number Percent of 
Case types Included Point of counting' -----...;T...;rl,;:;a�'-------cr�~1nal criminal dispositions 

~~~ ~JUry~TrlaIT*~ry~~~oftcoetnatlsdlltSloPn~s-~~ Felony mlsde- meanor traffiC Appeals nal Jury of total Jury trial Jury trial 
meanor . case 

Alabama Circuli ,I ,/ ,/ ,I A G G G 2.702 1.652 61.1 1.050 38.9 25.980 6.4 4.0 10.4 
Alask!t=Suoerlor ,I ,I ,I B X X G 65 X is X X 955 X X 6.8 
Atlzona-Suoerlor V ,I V ,I A H I 1.757 971 55.3 786 44.7 13.045 7.4 6.0 13.5 
Calitornla-Su!?lld!!!or_---',Il.I _________ ---',"",_· _..!:.A'--_:<J_---'K'--__ ...;8"'.4"'2""6'--"'4."'600=-_",54l!.6"-"'3"'.8"'2""6_..:4",5",.4-"5""2.,,,5~25,--~8.,,,,8_...J7~.3,---!:'6~.0,,-
Connecticut 
Su~rlor y y A J 139 38 27.3 101 72.7 3,773 1.0 2.7 3.7 

!?!lawar_Superlor ,I V ,I ,/ A J K 375 313 83.5 62 16.5 3.807 8.2 1.6 9.9 
District 01 Columbia 

SUptriorol, V V .J ,I A G G G 2.014 1.095 54.4 1'19 45.6 19.645 5.5 4.6 10.1 
FJorlda Clrevllj ,/ ,I A J K 6.445 4.361 67.6 2.094 32.4 7aI4!,:41:'!'3_~6~.0,---,2~.9~--:c8~.9~ 
~P~"~CU~I~~ ____ ~y~ __ ~y~ __ ~y~ __ ~ ____ ~~A ____ ~J __ ~K~ __ ~~2~91~.~1~94~_6~6~.7~ __ 9~7~~3~3~.3~~2,~12-.8~_9~.1~ __ 4.~6 __ ~1~3.~7_ 
l~d~ah~~~TuO~t~d~4~J __ ---,'~/ __ ~'~1_---'V~_~,/~_~V~_~ __ ~X~_~X~_4~~2~.9~6~2 __ ~X __ ~X~_~X~_~X~2~9~.2~1~9_~X~_~X~_'~0~.3~ 

Olltrlct ,/ V ,I ,I ,I A X X 4 412 X X X X 3.250 X X 32.7 
M.Qlslr." V ,I a X X 4 2.5M X X X X 215.969 X X 9,8 

IlIInoJt=Clrcult V 0 G G G 2.585 1.080 43.8 3.505 58.2 28.720 3.8 5.2 9.Q 
10wa-0Isl'lct~ y y y B J I 3,590 915 25.5 2,675 74.5 22,219 4.1 12.0 36.2 

~K~.n.!!H~t=!C::!.!.O~lsI!L!rl!i!ctL....' __ 'lL/:--_.lI,/:"--..l't,.1 _---',Il.I_--V, 0 M N 1 .2B9 636 49.;! ~653~_..;5~0u...7,.......~6.~63~6~~9'olZ6_..l9!:!.BI!..-....!.3 9!?;4_ 
MaintSul?!flor V V V 0 l{ X L SOO X X X X 8.990 X l{ 6,7 
~a~ :-cIreult \I \I ,7 B G 0 15,209" 1,513 9.9 13,696' 90.1 27.685 5.5 49.Sr ~ 
Massachusetts 
Su~rior V V B X X 4 4,417 X X X X 34,086 X X 13.0 

~M~lc~hl~ga~~~~TO~hU~~L~ ___ '~/,....... __ ~,/~ ____________ ~'~/ __ ~~~~J~ __ 7/ ____ ~1~l'7.~~6'~72,~45~9~-=217.0~",9~,2~2~7r~~7~9.~O~4~5,~S2~6~-=5.~4~2~0~.2~r __ ~ 
CirculI V ,I V C . J I 2,471 1,755 71.0 716 29.0 24,349 7.2 2.9 10.3 
Recorder's ,I ,I C J I 9,215r 704 7.S 8,511 r 92.4 21 ,277 3.3 40.0r 43.3r 

Mlnnesota-Dlstricl ,I ,/ ,I ,/ F G G 717 504 70.3 213 29.7 7,453 6.8 2.9 9.6 
Missouri-CirCUlI y y y Y B J K 2,078 917 44.1 3,161 55.9 16,257 5.6 7.1 32.6 
New 
Hampshlr-Superlor V V V V FEE 721 317 44.0 404 56.0 5,642 5.6 7.2 12.B 
New Jersey 
Sv~rior and 

County H K 3,485 2,786 79.9 S99 20.1 23,260 12.0 3.0_.~ 
New Mexico 

O/slrlct 

B 

B M N/A N/A N/A 375 N/A N/A N/A 4,588 B.2 N/A N/A 
New York-Suprl101fl 

and County 
North Carolina 
Su~rior 

North Dakota 
Olslrlcl 

Ohla-Common 
Pleas 

Oklahoma District 
Oreoo~Clreult 
Pennsylvania 

Common PlflBs 
South Dakota 

Circuit 
T.xlt=Qlslrlcl 
Utah-Olffrlcl 
Vermont-TOTA4 

Superior 
District 

Virginia-CirculI 
Washington 

Superior 
Wlsconsl~Clrcult 

,/ 

,I 

,I 

,I 

A 

F 

,/ ,I B 

A 
B 

A 

B 
,/ A 

o 
,/ o 
,I B 

o 
A 

,/ A 

X 

J 

G 

J 
X 
J 

G 

J 
J 
J 
G 
G 
G 
J 

J 

and County V ,I ,I B J 
WVomlnQ:D/slrlct ,/ B F 
NOTE: Alphabetical lootnotes reler to the lootnotes In Part II, Where statistical 
proliln lor courts 01 general Jurisdiction In each state are displayed, 

NI A--Thl. ca .. I, handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X-The data tor thl. CUI type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for Ihll ca .. type. 
v-The .. ca .. typel.re Included In the .tatlstlcal totall. 

JAlfO Includ .. major triable District 01 Columbia cases. 
0AlfO Includ .. lamlly court crlmlnll ca .... 
~DoII not InclUde non-Indictable Itate cases with fine less than $100 or sentence 

I ... than 30 days. 

r Minor tralllc and minor ordinance cases are not Included lor those COUrts 
handling them. 

X G 3,310 X X X X 38,674 X X 8.6 

K N/A 3,626 N/A N/A N/A 52,551 6.9 N/A N/A 

N 129 72 55.8 57 44.2 1,063 6.8 5.4 12.1 

I 5.190 2.358 45.4 2,632 54.6 31,230 7.6 9.1 16.6 
X7-__ ~N~2~,1~471~~X;-~~~ __ ~X;-~~X;-~'7~,4~1~B __ ~X __ ~X~_'~2~.3~ 
I 1,839 1,113 60.5 726 39.5 14.383 7,7 5.0 12.8 

G 

K 
o 
K 
G 
G 
G 
o 

K 
F 

18,652 3,490 3B.7 15,3S2 81.3 07,233 3.S 15.6 39.~ 

838 243 29.0 595 71.0 12,470 3.9 4.B B.7 
45,15jr 3.620 8.0 41,531" 92.0 74.31Q 4.9 55.9r 

349 255 73,1 94 28.9 2,390 11.6 4.3 
G 269 162 60.2 107 39.8 16,370 1.Q 0.7 1.S 
G 4 3 75.0 25.0 1B 16.7 5.6 22.2 
G 265 359 60.0 30S 40.0 16,352 1.0 O.S 1.S 

40,597r 2,728 S.7 37,869" 93.3 41 ,630 6.6 91.0r 97.e';' 

2,296 1.523 66.3 773 33.7 14.264 10.7 5.4 16.1 

12,502 X X X X 55,979 X X 22.3 
F 336 69 20.5 267 79.5 1,356" 5,1 19.7 24.B 

'Polnt 01 Counting: 
A Number 01 delendants on each Inlormatlon or Indictment. 
B Number ot Inlormatlon. or indlctmenl8. 
C Number of delendants on .. ch Intormatlon, Indictment, or complaint. 
o Number ollnlormatlona, Indlctmtlntl, or complalntl. 
E ea .. number. 
F No conll.tent definition 18 ulld. 
G Tried to completion, Judgmtlntlverdlct/declalon. 
H Voir dire examination beglnl. 
I Firat wltn_ sworn. 
J Jury aworn; 
K Opening statement or Introduction 01 evidence. 
4 Trial begun. 
M Impanel Jury. 
N Contested. 
o Opening atatement or Introduction 01 any evidence, Guilty pleas are counted 

aa non-Jury trials. 
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Table 38: General Jurisdiction criminal disposition typesr, 1975. 
For those states Identifying and reporting pleas, 
total convlctlon$.e, trial convictions, acquittals, 
nolle prosequls, or dlsmls,als, 
with total criminal d'spo,'tlon,r and plea, 
as a percent 01 the total. 

" , -,' 
~_c-::, 

PI ... 
Tolal AI " of Total Trill Noll. 

State and court dllpoaed Number dllPOlltlonl convictlone conviction Acqulttall prosequls 0I11ll1_11 

Alabama-Circuit' 25,980 15,0427- 159.04 N/A N/A N/A NIA N/A 
Alas~a-Superlo~ \155 295 30.9 400 37 22 N/" . 189 
Arizona Su~rlor' 1~,O15 M7!! 51,2 N/A ~lA ~t~ ~/~ ~,!!12 
California Superior' 52,525 ~,858 66.4 NtA N/A NtA N/A 6,794 
Connectlcut-Super/or' 3,773 2,792 74.0 2,876 804 55 810 32 
Delaware-Sue!!rlor' 3,80Z l,!!2§!! 4!>!,O Nt~ 274 85 . 3,5!l!!! t:ltA 
District of Columbla-Superlo,.n 19,8045 7,234 36.5 NtA N/A N/A 3,520 1,292 
Florlda-ClrclUltl 72,443 33,358 46.0 38,264 2,570 1,392 11,965 2,8049 
IlIInol_Clrcult' 28,720 15,~h 55.0 17,388h 1,584h 1,Q91 h t:!1l~ 13,Z~Zh 
Kansa-Dlstrlct' . 6,636 3,610 64.4 N/A 995 294 NII~ 
Loulslana-Dlstrlc,., 
Mlchlgan-Recorder's'· 

204,945 127,0660 62.0 N/A NtA NtA Nt,' 
1,737d 

N/A 
22,~ 

Mlnnesota-DlstrlctT 7,453 
MhISIS8I~Clrculf2 5,307 
Missour Clrculf2 16,257 
New Hampshlre-SuperlorT 5,642 
New Jersey-Superlor and Counr 27,248 
t:!ew Vork-Sul2ceme and Coun~ ;18,674 
North Carollna-8uperlorT 52,551 
Ohio-Common Pleas' 31,230 
Penns~lvanla-Common Pleas' 1Q4,5Z6 
South Dakota-Clrculf2 12,470 
Texa_Dlstrlct' 80,440 
Utah-District' 2,~7 
Vermont-TOTAL 16,370 

Superlo~ 16 
Dlstrlct'u 16,352 

Wisconsin-Circuit and Coun~ 
~omlnIl=Dlstrlcf2 

55,979 
1,357b 

NOTE: Alphabetical lootnotes rel"r to the lootnotes In Part II, where statistical 
prollies lor courts 01 general Jurlsdlc,lon In each state are displayed. 

NI A-This case type Is hand lad by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

llOoes not Include data on minor traffic, miner ordinance, preliminary hearings, 
and special operations. 
~oes not Include data Irom Traffic and Ordinance Division. 
Dlncludea only lelonles and misdemeanors. 

r Minor trllmc and minor ordinance cases are not Included lor those courts 
handling them. 

Juvenile c •• llow (Tabl •• 39-42) 

Tables in this section show total juvenile caseflow 
as well as juvenile caseflow by category in general 
juris~iction courts during 1975. In addition, the last 
table in this section (Table 42) shows lotal reported 
juvenile caseflow from all courts - general, limited, 
and special jurisdiction. 

Several of the same measures used in the' civil and 
criminal caseflow tables are presented to permit 
case flow co::nparisons among the states. These 
measures include the number of cases. disposed 
during the year, listed as. a percentage of the number 
o(cases filed during the year; the number of pending 
caises at the end of the year, shown as a percentage of 

!l,175· 36.1 NlA 715900 46600 Nte 7,80;1· 
4,999 67.1 N/A NtA NtA N/A 1,737 
3,275 61.7 N/A 280 99 266 200 
9,717 59.8 NtA NtA t:ll~ P!i§ 2,Z~ 
2,811 49.8 N/A N/A N/A 1~:l N/A 

13,430 49.3 N/A 1,779 1,382 6,858 
2!!,;lQi 66.Q Nl~ 2,~ 1,1§!>! t:!l~ M~ 
26,835 51.1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 3,879 401 
32,8;!!! ;11,4 NtA t:!lA t:!lA 19,286 t:llA 
9,556 76.6 N/A 662 176 N/A 2,076 

41,097 51.1 43,782 N/A 824 N/A 27,700 
M~4 §Q.Q Nt~ NlA ~ t:ll~ 151Z 

11,865 72.5 N/A N/A N/A 2,907 N/A 
2 11.1 N/A N/A N/A 1 N/A 

11,863 72.5 N/A NtA NtA 2,906 t:!lA 
21,444 38.3 N/A 11,1591 911 N/A 15,728 

648 40.4 NtA NtA NtA N/A 42;1 
'The criminal unit 01 count I, the number 01 delendanta on each Inlormatlon or 

Indictment. 
'The c:lmlnal unit 01 count II the number of InlormlAilons or Indictments. 
"The criminal unit 01 count II the number of defendants on H;Jh Inlormation, 

Indictment, or complalnt. 
4fhe crlmlnal unit 01 count Is the number 01 Inlormatlons, Indictments, or 

complalnta. 
"The criminal unit 01 count II the C8M number aaalgned at arraignment. 
"The criminal unit 01 count II the CBl4l. 
'No conalstent definition Is UIed Ielt' the criminAl unit 01 count. 

the number of filings; and the number and percent­
age change in year-end pending case figures as 
compared to the beginning pending. For a discussion 
of these measures, refer to the interpretation of civil 
caseflow data in connection with Table 26. The totals 
discussed will be state~Qtals, whether for one or more 
than one court. 

Thitty-one states and the District of Columbia 
indicated that they handle juvenile cases in their 
general jurisdiction courts, while other states report­
ed juvenile cases in limited or special jurisdiction 
courts or in all lower courts. When attempting 
comparisons of juvenile caseflow from these tables, 
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it is important that the similarity of~ubject matter 
jurisdiction be verified by reference to each court's 
proflle in Part II. 

Table 39. The reported 1975 juvenile caseflow in 
general jurisdiction courts is displayed in Table 39. 
In addition to caseflow figures, dispositions and 
year-end Bending cases in each court are shown as 
percentage's of the cases flled during the year. The 
number and percentage change in year-end pending 
cases are also presented. 

Most states reporting juvenile caseflow data were 
able to dispose of their juvenile caseloads quite 
effectively in 1975. This may indicate it desire by the 
courts anci;pther agencies to achieve prompt process­
ing of juveYlile matters. 

All 20 ~tates for which the measure could be 
calculated disposed of at least 80 percent of the 
number of fllings. Six states disposed of more 
juvenile cases than were flled that year. Of the 14 
states for which the number of pending cases was 
computed as a percent of the number of filings, all 
had fewer than 60 percent of the number of filings 
pending at. the end of the year. Over half of the states 
(7) had a pending caseload which was less than 30 
percent of the number offllings. 

There was only a small change in pending juvenile 
caseload. Of the 14 states for which the percent 
change in pending was computed, 5 showed a 
decrease in the number of pending cases. There were 
6 states for which the increase in pending cases was 
between 0 and 30 percent. 

Table 40. The same juvenile caseflow contained on 
Table 39 is shown Qn Table 40, but the states have 
been ranked by estimated 1975 population. Ranking 
states by population aids the comparison of juvenile 
caseload for states with similar population size, once 
the similarity of court jurisdiction has been estab-

lished. However, when ranked by state population, 
the data yielded no new findings. Again, population 
proves to have little correlation with the courts' 
performance in handtingjuvenile caseload. 

Table 41. The detailed 1975 juvenile caseflow 
reported by general jurisdiction courts is displayed in 
Table 41. This table includes the total juvenile 
caseflow categories presented in Tables 23, 40, and 
41. The reporting categories used by each state and 
the manner in which the National Court Statistics 
Project classified state data may be found in the state 
proflles in Part n. 

Table 42. All court data-general, limited, and 
special jurisdiction-for juvenile cases in the .43 
courts reporting such data in 1975 are displayed in 
Table 42. In addition to caseflow figures, dispositions 
and pending figures for each court are shown as a 
percentage of the cases flled during the year. The 
number and percentage change in year-end pending 
cases compared to 1974 is also presented. 

As was the case with the juvenile caseflow in the 
general jurisdiction courts, the combined lower 
courts seem to process juvenile matters in a prompt 
manner. 

Of the 27 states for which the number of 
dispositions could be computed as a percent of the 
number of fllings, all but 6 state3 disposed of at least 
90 percent of the number of filings. Nine of the states 
were able to dispose of more juvenile cases than had 
been flled during that year. 

All states had a pending caseload that. was less 
than 70 percent of the number of filings, while 10 of 
the 18 states for which the figure was computed had 
fewer than 30 percent of the number of filings 
remaining pending at the end of the year. Of the 18 
states reporting pending caseload, 6 states had a 
decrease in the liUmber of pending cases. 
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Table 39: Analysis of general Jurisdiction Juvenile ca.eflow, 1975; 
with dispositions and end pending as II Percent of fll:ngl" 
and number and percent change In pending. 

stale and court 
Beginning 
pending Flied Olapoeed 

End 
!)'Indlng 

,.. ptrcent 
01 flied 

change In 
ptndlng 

01.. Pending NUmber 
P9'fd Pltelnt 

A1abama-clrclilt NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Alaska-SuperIor NI A 1,386 1,1ll1 NI A 80.9 N/" N~~ NI A 
Arizona-Superior 7601 3,2561 3,2221 7941 99.0 24.4 "" 4.5 

Ar~':;'~iTOTAL ~~~ ~~~ ~~~ i~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~ 
Chanem: and Covafli NH NH NH ~H NH Nt!-- NH ~'L.. 

California-Superior N/A 77,722 74,312 N/A 95.6 N/A NIl'. NIA 
\:Olorado-TOTAL 7,135 21,796 20,136 8.795 92.4 40.3 1,660 ~;'j.3 

Ol,'rlct 7,135 21,7N9H8 20,13S 6,795 92.4 40.3 1.660 23.3 
~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

QQnll!£llcut-SuAArlor NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Delliware-TOTAL NH NH NH NH NH NH NI1 NH 

Superior NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Chancery NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

District 01 COlumbia-Super/or 1,617 7,756 7,410 1,963 95.5 25.3 346 2U 
Florlda-Cloull 15.271 62,811 57.315 gO,767 91.1! 33,1 5."!¥' 36.0 
Georgla-5uperlor NIA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
HawaII-TOTAL 2,959 7,739 7,74f! 2,949 100.1 36.1 -10 -0.3 

CIrCUli 2,959 7,739 7,749 2.949 100.1 36.1 -10 -0.3 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
W ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Idaho-TOTAL 1,9021 7,52
1
3
7 

7,374 2,051 96.0 27.3 149 7.8 
DI,/rlcl 31 16 4 94.1 23.6 1 NC 
Mal1l,tTllle l,a99~ 7.506 7,358 2.047 96.0 2M 148 7.8 

I!!lnolll-Clrcult ~..,~._~Ni'7/A~_-,,2~7':'f963F.-_-,3"'07.,2:766:,-_-:N:7/:,::A'--_...JI,:,:08:7.~2 __ -:N:7/:,::A,-_-::N7/A?-__ .,N~(,?A_ 
IndIMs-TOTAL I.'~IA N/A N/A N/A NIA NIA 'l/A N/A 
~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

lowa-Ols/rict NtA 8,685 5,535 N/A 97," N/A N/A N/A 
KanS811-0!atrlct NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Kentuckly-Clrcult NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
loulalanlt-O/str/cl" NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Maln_Su~rlor NH NH NH NH NH NH IilH NH 
Marylan(j....:.Clrcult _____ -'.:;N:'::�A'7-_ .... 25"',~21;;';0:_--'2"'.":,62:::7':_---'N':':/::':A--_":97::'i,7':_---LN':':/f:A---N".:/~A!_--"N:r:!/A'7__ 
MaaaachusettS-Superlor NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ 
Recorder's NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
palmi NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

Mlnnesota-Ol!tricl NIA N/A N/A NIA N"'IIAA N/A N/A N/A 
Mlsslaslppl-TOTAL N/A NN/A NIA N/A N/A N/A N/A 
~~ ~ H ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

!1!M~II!9!lo!)!Ou:rI=~C!!)lrc<lovi!.l.'I.,--_________ -:-_____ ...J8~,2~1c;.7_......JI"'!!~,7'L.51!__...,'6'!',3~7~2_--".x:Q,~5f1S 67.3 5M 2,379 29,0 
Montana-Ot.lrict N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A, N/" N/A N/A 
Ntbr •• ka-O/!Irlcl NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Nevada-O/'lric.t N/A N/A N/A N/A WA N/" N/A N/A 
New Hampahlr_Su~r/or NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
~ Jtruy SVWlor and Coval'{ UH NH NH NH Nt! NH Nt! N,L 
New Mexlco-O/ltrlel . 2,120 5,4

N
54
H 

4,888
NH 

2,7341 89.8 50,1 IIU 29.0 
New York-Su,9remt and County NH NH NH NH NH NH 
~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
North Dakot~"lltrlct 224 855 897 182 104.9 2't.3 -42 -18.8 
Ohlc>=Commnn P/u. 21,322 • 19.,288 19M03 19,107 101.1 R,e :;2,215 -19.4 
Oklahoma-District 2,047 8.31 t B.e73 3.485 82,7 41.9 1.438 70.2 
Oregon-TOTAL N/A 11,305 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/" 

Crrcull NIA 11,3CS N/A N/A N/A N/A HI" HlA 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

P.nn.vlv.nl ...... Comroon Plu. ",388 39,882 38,350 5,920 K,ll 14.8 M3l! 34,9 
Rhode 1.land-Super/or NH NH NH NH NH , NH NH NH 
South Carolina-CIrcuit N/A NIA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
South Dakota-CirculI NIA ",210 3,972' N/A 94.3 N/A N/A N/A 
Tenn_TOTAL NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

CIrcuit Ind ProbIllI NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
ChancG/Y NH NH NH NH NH NI. NH NH 

~L~'W~~~nd~EO~U~WL-____________________ ~~N~H_~~N~H NH NH NH NH '~-JfrL-- NH 

~-:cfl:rA~ft 5,7~ 11,~~ 12.3~~ 5.~~ 10~.~ 4M "\, 1:r< -~.~ 
Vermont-TOTAL 267 968 960 258 101.2 26.3\-12 -4.5 

Super/or NH NH NH NH NH NHNH NH 
O/.lrlcl 267 968 990 255 101.2 26.3 ..;:.i,. -4,5 

VIrginia-Circuit NH NH NH NH NH NH NH· NH 
Wa.hlngton-SuPCrlor N/A 11,929 NIA N/A N/A N/A N/" \ N/" 
Wt.t Virginia-Circuli NIA N/A N/A N/A N/" N/" N/"', N/A 
WllConlin-CIf'('ult and County N/" N/" 15,760 N/A N/" N/" N/A '~~ ~~~ , 
WYomlOQ=OI~trlct NtA N/A N/A NIA N/A NIA ,lYL-\~ 
NOTE: Alphlbetlcallootnot. reltr to the loolnot. '0 P.rt II, where ,taU.tfcal /The number 01 pending CUM WU computed by NCSP ala" W~'\ ~~nge, 
plolIl. for courta 01 g1InerI\ jUrlldlctlon In each atal ... ,. dl1played. dllPQllllons, and e1IMt beginning ()f end !*\dIng "r. available, ) I ' 

lNot III dftta were aVllllbie for Incluelon III tM tat.l. Each court'. proftlit'ln Part.lf 
NI A-Thl. elM ty!)'ll. handled by th. co.;; I. but Ih, data art unavailable, 
Ne-The n~mber WI' not computed becau .. ,,,, Incomplete or Incomparablt 

data. Oomr.ut.tfon al tM number wu deemed II'18Pflraprlate, 
NH-Th. c.-type 15 not handled In this court. 

may be reter."ced for I determination oS till miMIng data., • I 
fChal1g1l In lltndlng doet nol ~UII 1M dllfertne. betwMn illlnga and 

dllPQlltfon •• TIle numbera appear .. reported.' 
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Table 40: Analysis of general Jurisdiction JU'-lenlle1 caseflow" \1975. 
States rCiln~ed by population, , 
with dispositions and end pending as a percent of filings, 
and number and per~ent change In pending. 

State Beginning 
State and court Film:! Disposed 

End 
pending 

As P61Cent 
olliled 

C"''inge In 
_, .•• ;':,;;.f1c,:d;::ln;!!!g __ _ 

la'lf!nuin p8'ldlng DIs- End 
_~ ______________ ...Jl.th1ll9~usa~nd>!!s!.._ ______ .:...... _________ .... poaed~!l!..._.Jpe~nd~ln!.!lQ ..... _,"·rlber Percent 

Calilornlo-Sup;trior snd CoUnty 21,185 N/A 77,722 74,312 N/A 95.6 N/A N/A N/A 
New York-Supreme snd County 18,120 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Te)(ll_O/.trlct 12,237 5,764 11,919 12,$1 5,322 103.7 44,7 -442 -7.7 
Pennsylvania-Common Pleao 11,827 4,388 39,882 38,~~-;;;; 5,920 96.2 14.8 1,532 34.9 
IIIlnol ....... Clrcult 11.,::.1=45:-_,:::-,N~/::A:---:-=27:".9=:63:::-_-:,3=:O:--:.2::ti6:::-_-::-::~N~~/A=-_~1::,08:".2,:,-_--,N,,:/:-o:A:-_-::,N~/:,:A:-_-:N~/,,:A 
Ohio-Common Plllss 10,759 21,322 194,2

N
88
H 

196,50
NH

3 19,1
N
O
H
7 10

N
l·

H
l 9

N
·
H
8 -2,2N1

H
5 -10

N
.
H
4 

Michigan-TOTAL 9,157 NH 
~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Recorder's NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Florida-Circuit 8,357 15,271 62,611 57,315 20,767 01.2 33.1 5,406 36.0 
New Jer80y-Superlor arid County 7,316 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
MalS8chUfietls-Superlor 5,828 NH NH NH NH NH NH NI1 NH 
North Carollna-,.Superlor 5.451 NH Nt1 NH NH NH NH NH NK 

In~Tr~':;itTOTAL 5,311 N~~ ~l~ .N~~ N~~ N~~ N~~ N~~ N~~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Criminal NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

Vlrglnla·~Clrcult 4.~7 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Georgllr-superlor 4;926 NfA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
MllISOurl-Clrcult 4,763 8,217 18,751 16,372 10,596 87.3 56.5 2,379 29.0 
Wisconsin-CIrcuIt and CounlY 4,601 N/A N/A 15,760 N/A N/A N/A "l/A N/A 
Tennep._TOTAL 4,188 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .~ ~ ~ ~ 
OIi"l"cery NH NH N~ NH NH NH NH NH 
Lawdnd EqullY __ -:-:::==-__ 7.':N,,:,H ___ ::-::-::::NH,=-_.-=:-:N:=H=-__ ~N~H~ ___ :::N;,;H:-_--:7'N,,:,H,--_ _::;;:N!H.'-_-::~NH~ 

Maryland-Circuit 4,098 N/A 25,210 24,627 N/A 97.7 N/A N/A N/A 
Minnstlnta-O/strict 3,926 N/A N/A N/A N/A ~I/A N/A N/A N/A 
Loulslana-Olstricl< 3,791 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NVi 
Alabama Circuit ._. ____ ~3~,6~1;%.4--_:_:_!N.!!H~_..,-:--=N~H:_-__:7'N;;_1,!!..--_::7'N":'H:......-_::;;:N7H __ ....,.:N"'H7-__ ,.;N~Ho--___ :7N~H'-
WlIshlngton-Superior 3,544 . N/A 11,929 N1A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Kentuck~-ClrcUII 3,396 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

~~n:~b~~~i;isuperlor ~:g~~ ~m 5,~~ 5,~~ N~~ 9~.~ N~~ tft~ N~~ 
South Carolina-CirculI 2,818 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
fI~lahomQ-Dlstrlct 2,712 2,047 8,311 6,873 3,485 82.7 41.9 1,438 70.2 
Colorado-TOTAL 2534 7,135 21,798 20,138 8,79S 92.4 40.3 1,660 23.3 

District 7,135 21,798 20,138 8,795 92.4 40.3 1,660 23.3 
~. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

MllI8lsalppl-TOMl. 2,34~ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Circuit NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

...Q/!anc"ry N/A N/A N/A N/A H/A N/A N/A N/A 
Oregon-TOTAL 2,288 N/A 11,305 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Circuit N/A 11,305 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

KMI_O/strlct 2,267 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Arizona-Superior 2,224 7601 3,2561 3,2221 7941 99.0 24.4 34 4.5 

Ar~~~c~iTOTAL 2,116 !~~ !~~ !~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~j~ ~~~ 
Chancery and Probate NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

West Virginia-Circuit 1,603 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Nebraska-District 1,546 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Utah-District 1,206 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
New Mexlco-~Olstrict 1,147 2,120 5,454 4,888 2,7341 89.6 50.1 614 29.0 
Malnt-Su(( \f 1,059 tlH NH N/j NH NH NH NH NH 
Rhode Islanc:\'-O-Superlor 927 ,",,( NH Mt-t NH NH NH NH NH 
HawaiI-TOTAL 865 2,9S 7,739 7,749 2,949 100.1 38.1 -10 -<l.3 

Circuit 2,95\:i 7,739 7,74£:, 2,949 100.1 38.1 -10 -<l.S 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Tax ,'\__ NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

Idaho-TOTAL 820 1,902t 7,523 7,374 2,051 98.0 27.3 149 7.8 
~istrict 3t 17 16 4 94.1 23.5 1 NC 
Maglstrllte 1,899t 7,506 7,358 2,047 98.0 27.3 148 7.8 

New Hampshlr_Sup6riCli' 818 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Montana-Qlstrict . 748 N(A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
O:atrlct 01 Columbla-Sup\lNOr 716 1,617 7,756 7,41Cl, 1,963 95.5 25.;3 346 21.4 
South Dakota-CIrcuit ' 663 N/A 4,210 3,9721 N/A 94.3 N/A N/A N/A 
North Dakota-District 635 224 855 897 182 104.9 21.3 -42 -18.8 
Nevada O/.trlct. .... _____ ~59~2:_--!:N':!:/~A __ ....!!N~/A~--~N!:!/A;_---'N":/':::A~---'N'""/:fA:-_-!:N,:!:/~A--....!!N~/A~--.!:!N~/A::!.-
Delawar_rOTAL 579 NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

SUperior NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Chancery NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

Vermont-TOTAL 471 267 968 980 2G5 101.2 26:S -12 -4.5 
SU".rior NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Q/ftrl9t 267 968 ji!I9 255 1 01.2 2e.3 12 -4.5 

\, Wyomlng-Dl.trict 374 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
\\A1aakI=SuptriO! . __ ::--:-::-::--:-~35~2::--:-....!:N!!./~A-::--:-. ..:1 .... 386!!!!!.-:::-:-:l-1'o.L15:21!.... _ __,N~/~Al:-:--~60~.9i-:-:-....!:N!!./QA-=-_~....!!N!!J/A~_--:,!!N!.!/A~ 
,~OTE; Alphabetical tootnol. re.er to the footnot .. In Part II, where statistical INot all data __ available lor loolll8lon In the tot.al. Each court', profile In Part II 
,\'It'o"I,,'or courta 01 general Jurladlotlon In each It~te ere displayed. may be re,-","cad ler II de!mnetlon 01 the milling data • 
. \ I'ThCI number 01 pending _ waa computed by NCSP stilI/ wllell filings, 
,;'N/A-Thll c_I'Jpe" t,18ndled by the court, but \he data are unawllable. dl8pOlltlone, and either beginning or end pendillf! \>":,., avallable. 

1/ ,,;iNC-The number walnot computed becauae 01 Incomplete or Incompareble 

1I.
'da ... Com!)uUltlon III the number wu deen'AId InIPIIfOpriate. 'Jwenlie data lor IImHed ~ apeclal JlrladicUon courts are dlaplayed wtth the 

~ NH-Thll c_ tj(pe II not handled In thlr. court. general Jurledlctlon data In Tabla 42. . : it '·iII· __________________ ........ iiiiioiiiiiiiiiiiiiOiiiiioiiiiiiiiiiiiiooi. ______ ..... ______ _ 

II 
'I 

\\ ";2 ·i ____ ....... __________ ; _________________________ _ 
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Table 41: General Jurisdiction Juvenile c8seflow, 1975; by category ot case,1 -!I~nln.ll pending Fill\!. 

Stat. and court Delin­
quency 

o..plln­
dency CINS Tratllo other Total 

Juvenile 
Delin­

quency 
Depen­
dency CINS Tratllc 

Al·b.m ...... Olrcult 
6!Dks-Suptrlo( 
Arlzon&-Superlor 

NH 

4111 

NH NH NH NH 

1611 1eal 

NH 
N/A 
7601 

NH 

1,347' 

NH NH NH 

2231 
Nk.n"-TOT~ ____________________________________________________________ ~(C~) _______________________________ _ 

Circuit (0\ 
Oh.nc.ry and Probat. NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

. Q!lIforo!I=SuDfrior N/A N/A N/A 63,739 13,963 
ColoradQ=TOTAL X X X X 7,135 6,147 1.573 . 498 

OI,trlct X X X X 7,135 6,147 1,573 498 
W.tar NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

COnnecticut S!Il!!rior NH NH NH NH NH NH , NH NH NH NH 
~De~la~w~a~r,=~T~O~TA~L~ ______________ . ______ ~NH~ ____ ~N~H ____ _7N~H~------~N~H ____ _7N~H~--~N*H~ __ ~N~H+-----~NH~----~N~H--__ --,NH 

SUDerior NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Chancery NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH . NH 

Diitrlet ot Col'.lmbla Superior 1,267 218 132 1,617 6,606 544 504 
Florlda-Olrcult' X X X X 15,271 35,665 13,241 2,574 
Georgia-Superior I'll A 
Hawal"":Clrcu/f2 1,571 167 523 '282 416 2,959 4,66." 201 j,501 677 
Idaho-TOTAL 1,509t 393t 1,902t 6,ea1 642 

Dlotriet 3t ot 3t 6 11 
Mlg/strat. 1,506t 393t 1 ,899t 6,675 631 

lIi1nols-Olrcul/ . HI A 
Iindiana-TOTAL WA 
~- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ NH NH NH NH 
Superior N/A 
Criminal NH NH NH NH ' NH NH NH NH NH NH 

lowa-D/~trlc/ N/A 
Kansas-Dis/ric/ NH NH NH NH Nli NH NH NH NH NH 
:.:Ke:::.n~tu::e::lky::;.;-;;:C:::/r.:::cu:::.:/t~ __________ -:-N::-:-H. NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
LoulslantDls/ric" Nfl NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
M&ln&-Sup.rior NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH HI:! 
Maryland-Ollcult N/A N/A N/A N/A 21,731 3,479" (e) 
Massachus<i\t&-Superlor NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
~M~le~hl~ga~~~T~O~TA~L~ _____________ , _______ ~N~H~ __ ~N~H~--~N~H7-____ ~N*H~--~N~H7_--__ ~N~H----_7N~H~--~N~H~--~N*H~-----NH 

Olrcult NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
~R~~~o~ro~e~r's--------------------------7N~H~--~N~H~--~N*H~--~-~N~H~--~N~H~----N~H~--~N~·~7,-----7.N~H-----7N~H------~NH~ 

Ola/ms NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Ml!!D,'lOta OIstrict N/A 
Mlulaslppl--IOTAL NI A 

Olrcult _NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
Ohanc.z N/A 

Mlssourl-QI:cuil 8,217 
Montana-District NI A 
N.brMka-Dlslrlet NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
N.vada-,f)/str/et N/A 
New H.mp.hlre-Sup!'-rl:-or---------~N:r::H-:---N:r::H-:---':':N:":'H---N:'::H-:---':':N:":'H--~N::-:H~~--:N'::'H:----:N:r::H-:-~-:'::NH~--~N~Hr:--
~Y Superior and Oounty NH NH NH NH !lH NH l:!!:!.....---'N."H"-___ llNH~ ___ ..JN'!!H:!..._ 
N.w M.xleo-Dlstrlct . 2,'120 
New York-SUpreme and County NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

No~rt::'h-:C:"a~r0'7l1n.!lt=S~~upe'7':'ri!?"'r--------------",.,,!,!!,NH--- NH NH NH NH NH ,~H NH NH NH 
Nol1h D.kots-OI'tript 224 
O'='h""lo-":-'CO=m"'mo?n.!.PI"" •• ,.s'--_____________ ...",,.,..,.. ____ ":":'!r:-_.....,,~----------------'2=_=1.,322 
Oklahorna-OIstriet 8631 4551 7291 2,047' 4,108 1,910 2,295 
ortgon-TQTAL N/."?A _______________ ....... ____ _ _ 
~c~~~w~t----~--------------~ __ ~~--~~----~---~~---~~ ___ .~~,---~~--~~--__ ~----__ ~--

, Till NH NH NH NH NH NH /lH NH NH NH 

f!Jl!llVlvan!a--Common PI'" uea 
~Rh~~~.~·~I.~I.7.n~~~u~pe~rl~or~----__ ------__ ---~N~H--~N~H'----~N~H~ ___ ~N~H'___~N~H~ ___ ·~N."H~~ ....... llNH~--~~£~q---~N~H~---~N~H~ 
South C~rollna-Olrcult N/A 
South Dakota-Olrcult N/A N/A N/A N/A 3,465 8S 659 

;:T.:::n::n.:-::""=~;..;;;r':fQ~TA~L::~:::::::::,~:::::::::~~N~H;:::~jN~Hf::::J. ~N;:.H~:::::lN~Hf:::::-~N'::'HJ::::~~N~~H-:---:..----...;-;:.7~N"'Ht---_-_-_-~~N*'H;:::::jN~Hi:::::rN!!:H!..-_ 
Olrcult NH NH NH NH NH.NH NH Nil NH NH 
Ohancery NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH . NH 
Lew and Equity .~~-o~.,;.,.,;;;,.,..~-=- ;::'Ct;N~U----7.N~H---"""7N~H:-----7.N~H---"""7N~H~---;N7.'H':--~N~H7----~NH~---~N~H------NI:!iH!7--

~",xa_OIstrlet . 5,764 5,764 11,919 
Utah-OIstrlct NH NH NH NH NH NH . NH NH NH NH 

V ~.~rm~o"'n~t--~TO~r.~~~L--------------------~~---~~----~----~~----~----- 726~7~--~~--__ ~~--~~----~~-
~SU~Df~rI~~ __ ~,: _____ . _______________ ~N~H7_---'N~H~--~N."H~----..JN~H~--~N'!!H~----~'~NH~----~N~H--__ ~N~H~ __ _JN~HL_ __ __Jr!tl__ 

District 267 

V~I~~~lnela-~C~~~w~/~~-----------------...;N~H~--~N-H----'~N~H------N~H~~~N_H __ ~~N~H----~N~H-----N~H~--~N~H~---, NH~ 
WlJlhlngtoll-&p!rlor N/A 
WHt Virginia-Circuit N/A 
W1!CQnl!~OIrcult·.r\d County N/A 

WVO;;:=m;:;ln;:"=':;;DiI;:;tri:;ct;';;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;N;:I A;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;,;<,~~; __ ",i"" v 

I 
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Flied Disposed End ~ndlng 

Other Ju~~~:e q~~~y =~. CINS Traffic Other J~~e q~~y =-' CINS Traffic Other J~:e 

3,256' 1,297' 2321 1,6931 ~,2221 4611 1521 1811 7941 

M M M 
NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

77,722' 60,923 13,389 14,312 NI" N/" N/" _ 
7,843 21,798 X X X ~ 20,138 X X X X 8,795 
7,843 21,798. X X X X 20,138 X X X X 8,795 

NH NH NH .. NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
NH __ ~~N~H~ __ ~N~H~ ___ ~N~H~--~N~H~--~N~H __ --~N~H----~N*H~--~~~H~---¥.N~H ____ ~NH~--~N~H~--~N~H~--~N~H~ 
NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
NH NH NH NH NH NH ~H NH .NH NH NH NH NH NH 

__ ~~ ____ ~7~,7~56~~6~,2~5~1 __ ~~M~1~ __ ~6~la: __________ ~~ __ ~~7~,4~10~ __ ~1,~81~8~ ___ n~1 _____ '~2~4 __________ ~~ __ ~i~,~~_ 
~11~,M~1~ ___ 6~2~,8~11~~32~,O~2~9 __ ~11~,~~7~ __ ~2~,7~94~. ________ ~1~0~,~~5~ __ ~57~,3~1~5 ____ ~X~_ .• __ ~X~ ____ ~X~ __________ ~X~ __ ~ 

N/" NI" N/A 

___ 6;,;;,9:::':::::"y7:'.;'':;:7~3~9;:::-4;,5;63E::::;2~1:-::1;::':.~':~5;;.;7~8::::::::1;.;;66I:::::609:~::::;7~'~74~~::::;l,':;:6::n~:::::1~5~7:::::44:z.:'6;..-_-_-_-_-=..:.1~7:.:1:::::-::4;:96~::::~2~,94t9t: 
7,523 6[841 7M 1',374 1,749 302 2,051 

17 7 9 16 2 2 4 
7,506 6,654 724 7,356 1,741 300 2,047 
27,9~ 30,266 N/A 

NH 
~, ~ ~ 
NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

__ ~~ ____ ~N~/A~--~~----~----~~--~~--__ ~~ __ ~N~M~--__ ~--__ ~~ __ ~~-[~~.~~--~~ __ .~"~ 
____ N~H~_~~N~H~ __ ~NH~ ____ ~NH~ ____ N;.;;H~ ____ ~~'H~ ____ N~H~ __ ~~NH=_-.--N;.;;H~ ____ N~H~ __ -..:.N~H~,~~~N~H~ ____ N~H ____ ~N~H~ 

5,665 5,535 N/A 
NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
NH NH Nrt Nf.I NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

_-_tiH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH . NH NH NH HH Nt! 
_.~ NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N'l NH NH NH NI~ NH 

~ __ ~2~5,~21~0~~2~0,9~OO~ __ ~3~,6~2~8· ____ ~(C7) __ ~~~ __ ~~ __ ~~~,~~7 ____ ~N~/A~~ __ ~N/~A~ __ ~N~/~A~--~~--~~ __ , NIA 
NH NH Nfl NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
NH NH ,~N7H~ __ ~N7H~ __ ~N~H~ __ ~N~H ____ ,~N~H ____ ~N7H~ __ ,"""N~H~ __ ~N~H ____ ~NH~ __ ~N~H~ ___ ~NH~ __ .. ~ 
NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
NH NH NH NH NH NH NH Nt! NH NH NH NH NH NH 

N/A N/A N/A 
N/A N/A H/A 

NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
N/A N/A N/A 

18.751 16,372 10,596 
WA NM NM 

---.m----~N~H~--~NH~----N~H~--~N~t!~--~N~H~--~N~H~--~!~IH;---~N~H~--~N~H~--~N~H----~NI~i----~N~H~--~~Nt!~ 
N/A N/A N/A 

NH Nt! NH NH Nt! NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH r~!-\. 
NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH N~I NH NH 

5.454 4.866 2,7341 

__ ~N~H~--~.~~H~ __ ~N~H~ __ ~N~H ____ ~N~H~ __ ~N~H ____ ~N~H~--__ NH~ __ --~N~H ____ ~N~H~ __ ~N~H----~N~H~--~NH~----~NH~ 
NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 

________ ~~8~55~--------------------------------.--~~8~9-~1-------------------------------____ ~~ 
194,288 100.503 19,107 

__________ ~8~,3~11~ __ 3~,3~~~1----'~~~~~----~1,66--5------------------~6,~87~~----1-,~~81 __ --~~~.----1~,';;.;~-.------~--------~3,~4M~'-
11.005 H/A N/A 
11.305 N/A N/A 

NH NH NH NH NH Nt! NH NH NH NH NH NH Nfl NH 
39,662 38.350 5,920 

__ ~NH~ ____ ~·N~H~~~'~llH ____ ~NH~. ____ N~H~ __ ~N~H~, ____ ~N~H~ __ i'_'~NH~ __ ~N~H~ __ ~N~H~ __ ~N~H~ __ ~NH~ __ ~Nrut!~ __ ~DNllH __ 
N/A N/A N/A 

4,210 ~,M7 N/A ~S 3,912' N/A N/A NIA NIA 
NH NH NH NH Nt! NH Nti . NH NH NH NH NH ' NH NH 

____ ~~H------~N~H----~N~H~--_7N~H~--~N~H----_7.NH~----N~H~----~N~H~--_7.N~H _____ N~H~--~N~H~--_7N~H~--~N~H----~N~H~ 
iJH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH 
NH NH Nfl Nfl NH NH Nfl NH NH NH NH NH NH Nfl 

__ ~~ ____ ·~11~,9~19~~·12~,3~6~1 ____ ~~ ____ .~ ____ ~ ____ ~~ __ ~12~,~~1 __ ~5~1~~2~ __ ~~ ____ ~ ____ ~~ ________ ~5,~ 
NH tlH NH Nfl NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH IINH 

966 960 (0 '-~ 
NH NH NH NH NH NH NH NH \"!H NH NH NH lili--NH 

____ ~----~9~~7---~~ __ ~~--~~~--~~----~~--~960~----~~--~~~--~~--~~----~~--~2~~7-
____ ~NH~ __ ~~N~H~ __ ~N_H __ ~~~,_NH~ ____ .N~H~ ____ N~H~ ____ N~~,----~NH~----N_H~ ____ N~H~'~.~~N_H _____ N~H __ ~ __ N~H __ ~~_NH~ 
_________ .!.Jl1~;9~29~--_------------------------~~-_;,:N;<'/A?_------.....,."-----_!fi_1 _______ . __ .......,.. "c,~ 

N/A N/A;/ ~'-; --"NIA 

__________ -';!~/A?_--_--------------------------.----"'5~.7:.:;60~-----'-------, 'N/A .,,\ 
H/A N/A; II!!.A . 

I,: 
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Footnotfls to Tabie 41: 
NOTE: Alphabetical lootnotes reler to the lootnotes In Part II, where statistical 
prOfiles lor courts 01 general Jurisdiction In each state are displayed. 

B!ank space-Not enough Inlormatlon Is knoY'n. The case category mayor may 
not be handled by the court. . 

NI A-This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
NH-This case !ypa Is not handled In this court. 

INot all data were a~allable lor Inclusion In the total. Each court's profile In Part II 
may be relerenced lor a determination olthe missing data. 

Table 42: Analysis' of Juvenile caseflow, 1975. 

---------------------------~---~---

t'The number 01 pending cases was computed by NCSP staff when Iliings, 
dispositions, and either beginning or end pe!'ldlng were available. 

tChange In pending does not equal the difference between flllng~ and 
dispositions. The numbers appear as reported. 

'Juvenile data lor limited and special jurledlctlon courts are displayed with the 
general Jurisdiction data In Table 042. 

Zfhe Hawaii Land Court and Tax Court, which do not try criminal cases, have 
been deleted because 01 space limitations. 

General and limited Jurisdiction courts, 
with dispositions and end pending as a percent of filings, 
and number and percent change In pending. 

As percent chan~e In 
Beginning End ollillngs pen Ing 

Slate and court pending Flied Disposed pending 
Dispo- End Number Percent s1tlo08 I1!ndlng 

Alaska-Super"" N/A 1,386 1,121 N/A 80.9 N/A N/A N/A 
Arl%Ona-5ftfll,!or 760' 3,2561 3,2221 79041 99.0 24.4 34 4.5 
Caillornla- u1'6"or N/A 77,722 74,312 N/A 95.6 N/A N/A N/A 
Colorado-Dls/rle." 7,135 21,796 20,138 8,795 92.4 40.3 1,660 23.3 
Connecticut-JuvMlle N/A 15,985 14,956 N/A 93.6 N/A N/A N/A 
Dlstrlot 01 Columbia-Superior 1,617 7,756 7,410 1,963 95.5 25.3 346 21.4 
Florida-Circuit 15,271 62,811 57,315 20,767 91.2 33.1 5,496 36.0 
Hawall-.;:Clrcull 2,959 7,739 7,749 2,9049 100.1 38.1 -10 -0.3 
Idaho-'rOTAL 1,902. 7,523 7,374 2,051 96.0 27.3 149, 7.8 

Dlstrl.;:1 3t 17 16 .) 904.1 23.5 1 NC 
Magistrates 1,8991 7,506 ? ii)8 2,047 96.0 27.3 148 7.8 

IIIlnol&-Clrcult N/A 27,983 3t,,-,i>lI N/A 108.2 N/A N/A N/A 
lowa·-Dlstrlct N/A 5,685 5,535 N/A 97.4 N/A N/A N/A 
Kansas-Probate and Juvenile N/A N/A 20,481 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
!Sentuck~-Coun!l! N/A 24.583 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Louisiana-City and Parish N/A 13,718 11,198 N/A 81.6 N/A N/A N/A 
Maine-District N/A 4,586 N/A NIl< N/A N/A N/A N/A 
fl!a!lr!land-Clrcult N/a 25,210 24,627 N/A 97.7 N/A N/A N/A 
Massachusetts-TOTAL N/A 49,484 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

District N/A 37,306 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Juvenile N/A 12,178 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Michigan-Probate N/A 32,991 13,303 20,5101: 40.3 62.2 N/A N/A 
Minnesota-County 5,497 31,909 3O,scM 6,502 96.9 20.4 1,005 18.3 
Missouri-CirCUit 8,217 18,751 16,372 10,596 87.3 56.5 2,379 29.0 
Nebraska-TOTAL N1A 4,332 N/A N/A N/A NII\ N/A N/A 

County N/A 2,9049 2,600 N/A 88.2 N/A N/A N/A 
Juvenile N/A 1,383 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

New Hampshire-District and Munlclpel N/A 4,490 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Mew Jersey-JuveIJlle and Domestic Relations 10,656 82,657 81,745 11,578 96.9 14.0 912 6.6 
New MeXico-District 2,120 5,454 4,81\8 2,7~t 89.6 50.1 614 ~9.0 
New YOrk-Fam/~ 22,296 45,533 60,453 11,525b 132.8 25.3 -10,771 -48.3 
North Carollna- Istrlct N/A 24,800 27,131 N/A 109.4 N/A N/A N/A 
North Dakota-District 224 855 897 182 104.9 21.3 -42 -18.7 
Ohio-Common Pless 21,322 1904,288 196,503 19,107 101.1 9.8 -2,215 -10.4 
\:lklahcriiii-Dlstrict 2,047 8,311 6,873 3,485 82,7 41.9 1.438 70.2 
or~on-TOTAL N/A 11,586 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Crcult N/A 11,305 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Coun!l! N/A 283 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Pennsylvania-Common Pleas 4,388 ~9,B82 38,3/iO 5,920 96.2 14.8 1,532 34.9 
Rhode laland-Famlly N/A 6,807 N/" N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
§2!!.lh Qakot!-Clrcul! N/A 4,210 3,9721 N/A NC N/A N/A NfA 
Texu-TOTAL 6,902 13,446 13,936' 6,412 103.6 47.7 -490 -7.1 

District 5,754 11,919 12,361 5,322 103.7 44.7 -442 _7.7 
Coun!l! 1,138 1,527 1,575 1,090 103.1 71.4 -48 -4.2 

Utah-Juvenile N/A 34,596 040,731 N/A 117.7 N/A N/A N/A 
Vermont-District 267 96B 980 255 101.2 26.3 -12 -4.S 
Wastllngton-Superlor N/A 11,929 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Wlsconsln-CounN , N/A N/A 11>,760 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
NOTE: Alphabetical lootnotes reter to the lootnotes In part II, 'Nhere statistical INot all data were available lor Inclusion In the totlil. Each court's protlle ',n Part II 
plofiles lar courts 01 g~neral Jurisdiction In each state are ,'llsplaylAl. may be relerenced lor a determination 01 the miSSing nata. 

NI A-This case type Is handled by the court, but the eli)'';; ~;~ unavailable. 
t'The number 01 pending cases was COITifluted by NCSP staff when lilings, 

dispositions, and either beginning or end pe!'ldlng were 3vallable. . 
NQ.;:-, The number was not ~()lIlputed .because 01 Incomplete or Incomparable tChange 1\1 pending does not equal the difference b!!tween filings and 

data. Computation of the number was deemed Inapproprlall), o;tlsposltlons. i'tle numbe" appear as reporte(J. 
~., 

.~ .. / 



Oenerel Jurl.dlcllon Jury Irlal dat.. (Table 43) 

Table 43. Reported jury trial data for general 
jurisdiction courts in 1975 ?"re displayed in Table 43. 
Figures are provided for the number of civil, 
criminal, and juvenile jury trials reported by 37 
general jurisdictiun cour~s. In addition to the number 
of jury trials reported for each state, footnotes on the 
table indicate the point of counting jury trials used in 
each state. 

Genera' Jurlldlcllon court date 77 

Interstate comparison of the number of jury trials 
conducted during 1975 should not be attempted 
without verifying the similarity of subject matter 
jurisdiction and the point of counting of jury trials in 
the states to be compared. Reference· to the statistical 
profIle of each state in Part II will prc:>vide the 
jurisdiction of each court as well as its reported data 
on non~ jury trials. 

Table '43: General jurisdiction jury trial data, 1975. 
For those states Identifying and reporting jury (rials. 

Alabama-Clrcul/l 
Arizona-Superior' 
Calilornla-Superlor' 
Connecllcut-SUperlo'" 
Delaware-SuPBrlor' 
Dlslrlct 01 Columbla-Superlor' 
Florlda-Clreult' 
HawaiI-Circuit' 
IIunol .... C/rcult' 
10wa-P/.trlc'" 
Kan.a_D/llrlc~ 
Lo\.:iilana-Lil.tr(c'" 
Maryland-Clroult' 
MIchigan-TOTAL 4 

Clloult' 
Btqqrdtc't 

MlnnllOla-DI,trlc!' 
MllIOurl-C/roul,.. 

state and court 

N.w H.mp.hlra-Super/o" 
Naw J.raay-SUparlor and CountY' 
Ntw Mexloo=DI,trlcl' 
N.w Vorll-Supreme and County' 
North Carollna-Superlor' 
North Dakola-Dlstr/ct' 
Ohio-Common Plea" 
Or!llon-Clrcu/'" 
Pennsylvania-Common Pleas' 
South Oakota-Clrcult' 
Tenn_TOTAL' 

Clreull and Crlmln." 
Law and Equltt 

Texa_DI.trlcl< 
Ulah-Dlrlrle!' 
Vermont-TOTAl.' 

Superior' 
Olllrlcll 

Vlrglnla-Clrcul,.. 
W",hlnglon-Superlor4 
WlsconSln-Clreult and County' 
Wvomlng=D!4trlct" 
NOTE: Alphabetical loolnoles reter 10 Ihe lootnoles In Part II. where stallstlcal 
protlles tor co~rts of general jurlS!:llctlon In each slale BrB displayed. 

Nt A-This case type Is handled by Ihe court, but Ihe dala are unavailable. 
NH-thill case type Is not handled In this court. 

'Not ail data were available lor Inclusion In the tOlal. each court's prollie In Part II 
may be r.terenced lor a determlnallcm 01 Ihe missing dala. 

CIvil Criminal 

N/A 1,652 
439 971 
3,~ 4,~ 
N/A 313 
N/A 1,095 

1,818 4,381 
120 11M 

1.1!!7' 1.0\10' 
3!!8 1.1112 
387 838 
178 1,1811 

1,130 1,1513 
937 2,159 
931 1071515 
NH 7041 

2,201 N/A 
661 3,626 
69 72 

1,710' 2,:358 
1.0641 1.113 
1,821 1 3,490 

971 243 
2,716· NIP.. 
2,611 N/A 

1051 N/A 
4,660 3,620 

259 2155 
961 169 
93' 3 
3' 166 

1,968' 2,728 
1,124 1,1123 

946 1,267 
28b 69b 

PoInl at which Irlalls r.ounled: 

Jury 
Juvenile 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 
332 
NH 
NH 
NH 
t;H 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

lA-Jury Irlalls counted when Ills Irled 10 completion 01 verdict. 

Tolal 

N/A 
1,410 
8,249 -«4 
N/A 
N/A 

6,179 
314 

2.5771 

1~1l 
1599 

5.831 
N/A 
N/A 

4,~~~ 
4,Oes' 
.2.1771 
5,311' 

340' 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

8,612 
514 
266 

96 
169 

1,716 
2,647 
2,213 

95b 

2A JUlY trial Is counted when tht\ voir dire l'lxamlnatlon ol:he pallel begins. 
3A jury trial Is counted when lhe I~ry Is Impaneled. . 
'A JUlY trial Is counted"~ 0\ "~'<'I JUT) IS sworn. 
6A jury Irlall. counled·o. ~ °lhe jury 1& Wt'OI11; a criminal jury Irlal when III. tried to 

verdlcl. ° . 
'No IPfCllic det~,ltlon I. U8Id for Ih. jury Irl.l. 
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Oene,.1 conclullonl 

Generalizations based upon data received from 
courts of general jurisdiction, like those based upon 
appellate court data, should be made with caution. 
Variations in reference periods, court organization, 
subject matter jurisdiction, definitions of cases and 
units of count, and the degree of completeness and 
,accuracy of data make cross-jurisdictional compari­
sons extremely complex. In addition, without verified 
multiyear caseload data, it is difficult to reach valid 
conclusions regarding caseload trends. 

With these caveats in mind, one general observa-

tion can be made regarding the general jurisdiction 
tables. The number of cases pending in courts of 
generaljurisdictiol1 was 8.7 percent higher at the end 
of 1975 than it was at the end of 1974, Civil cases 
pending increased least in percentage terms (7.8), but 
most in absolute numbers. Conversely, juvenile cases 
pending increased most in percentage (14.8), but this 
percentage was based on a relatively small absolute 
number of cases. In 'addition, more progress was 
made in reducing the backlog of criminal and 
ju·;enile cases than in civil CB.ses. 



L: _________ ~ _____________ ~_ 

Part II 
State COlirt profiles 



Part II 
State court profiles 

The following section begins with blank prototypes 
of the four tables that make up the profile of each 
state's court system. The first prototype is a diagram 
depicting the organization of the courts within a 
state, including number of judges and number of 
courts, their jurisdictions and routes of appeal. The 
second and third prototype tables provide the reader 
with an outline of the categories into which actual 
data from appellate and general jurisdiction courts, 
respectively, have be~·n classified. The fourth proto­
type table displays, where appropriate, data on 
selected case categories r.eceived from courts of 
limited jurisdiction. 

Actual data are presented in the state statistical 
profiles following the blank prototypes. State profiles 
are arranged in alphabetical order by state name. 

The statistical profile for each court is the basic 
source document used in compiling the summary 
tables in Part I. Along with the name of the court, the 
number of full-time judges, the level of court, and the 

time span covered by the data, each profile shows the 
actual caseflow data received from that court. Data 
are classified into the general categories chosen by 
the NCSP as being most representative of the kinds 
of data reported by the states. For example, a 
petition for allowance to appeal reported by an 
appellate court is displayed under the general 
heading of requests to appeal. NCSP classifications 
are shown in boldface in the profiles. 

Footnotes are used in these profiles to explain any 
peculiarities regarding. the data as reported by each 
c(;urt and to qualify data, as necessary, when they 
are transferred from the profiles to the summary 
tables in Part I. For example, in Table 3, the pending 
cases for the Kansas Supreme Court are footnoted 
(c). This footnote is footnote (c) in the Kansas 
Supreme Court statistical profile and explains that 
not all of Kansas pending cases are included in the 
end pending case figure shown in Table 3. 

The source of data is indicated at the bottom of 
each profile. A complete listing of s.ources along with 
the addresses of state court administrators is includ­
ed in Appendix A, which follows the profiles. 

81 



82 State Court Profiles 

+ Indicates. route of appeal. 

State court system, 1975 

COURT OF LAST RESORT 
Number of justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• EXclusive 
• Kinds of appeals 
• Discretionary review 

INTERMEDIATE APPELLATE COURT (Number of courts) 
Number of Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original 
• Exclusive 

GENERAL JURISDICTION COURTS (Number of courts) 
Number of Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil 
• Criminal 
• Juvenile 
Appeals hea'd 
Jury trial/no jury trial 

L...-~ 

LIMITED AND SPECIAL JURISDICTION COURTS 
(Number of courts) 
Number of judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil 
• Criminal 
• Juvenile 
Jury trial/no Jury trial 

----------•. _---------..,"" 



State Name, Court Name 
Court of Ja,t re,ort or Intermediate appellate court 
Number of Judgea 
TIIM par/od covered 

Beglnnl~g Filed 01. o •• d En~ 
pending .p - pending 

elMS: 
Appe.'I: , 

Clvll.I, •. II"'I •• ,II ••••• , ••• 

Crlmlna.l 1.1 ••• i .. ~.';I.I •• 1111 

Agency apJ)e!als"II' H It I It I 
Other appea1s! H' I,III'HH --- --- --- --­

Total appeal •.••.. , •..•.•.•.... 
other caHS: 

Otlglllil proceedlngl: 
11""IIIIIII,'I(It,t 

1"""'1 ••• ,,1111110/ 

11.,.,.111" •• 1.11'.; 

'; •• 1/11 ••••• 1 1"1 ••• 

Tot8'11410.,II"I •••• 111.11 

Requlllllo IPP"I "".".--- - - ---'l'otal other cases...... ....... , __ ~, ____________ _ 
Total cases "O,I.,.t I, 1"1. ,1'0"1' 

othl!r proc411dlngs: 
RellHrlng lequeltlt ............ . 
Other rnillilerl""""'i'~"""'--- --- ___ 

Total other proceedings ......... .. 

Manner of disposition 
WrItten opInIon ........... . 
Memorandum opl~lon ... .. 
Per curiam opInion ...... .. 
DIsmIssal/withdrawal .... .. 
By order •••••••• , •••• , •••• , 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed I 1 •••••••• 10.1'0 .,~ 'I" 

Reversed II t ., ••• ,.,,1 " •• ,.,1' 
Olsmlssaci • I.,. 'l'l, "'0,0 •• t t ,I 
Affirmed In part, reversed 

In part t •••• , •• , ••••••••• 'tl ~ 
Reversed and rema"ded ...... 
Othetr." 1111.0 ••••• I ~t •• t ••• " t~ 

Prototype 83 

Boldface headings Indicate the cJaS9lf1catlon~ used by the Nesf'. 
Blank space .. Not enough Information Is known. The CaH category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/A .. ThIs coso type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X .. The data for this case type are known to be Included In the tolnl. Data were 

not available by category lor thl, case type. 
- - .. Not Bppllcabte. 

-Footnotes 
"Footnolca 
"Footnotes 

Source: 



84 State Court Profiles 

State Name, Court Name 
Court 01 general Jurisdiction 
Number of courts, number ot Judges 
TIme perIod covered 

Beginning Flied 
pending 

End 
Disposed pending 

Civil': 
IAW.,.~,.1 , •••.••• ~_I "'.0.""" 
Aulo tort ""'111'1*" "II"~"" 
Non'lulo lort ... " .............. . 
Uncl ... llled lort ............... . 
COntr.ct ....................... .. 
am.1I cl.lm ................... .. 
Property right. , •• , •• 1 •• ".1; 0.1 I 

Equity .1. 0.""" '111 011 •• '.0 •••• 

Domealle rel.llonl ............. . 
Probe't ••• ",,~I"'" ' ••• 1 •• ' •••• 
Mental health .................. . 
Admlnlltr.llvl •••••••• " ., ••••••• 
Other civil ........ It I' H' .... ~j lP 

Appell ......................... . 
Extraordln.ry "rll ••••••••••••••• _ 

Total civil ........................ .. 

Criminal": 
Felony llllf" "111 1 ••• ,"., ,. to to. 

Mlldemeanor ................... . 
TraHlc """0"''''''1'1''''''.0.1 •• 
Prellmln.ry h •• rlng ............ . 
OIher criminal ................. . 
Appell, ',.II.Alt •• - •• "O' 0010'" 

Exlr.ordlnary wrll ............... -_-
Total crlmlnal""'"I" .'1 •••••••• 11 

Juvenile: 
Oellnquency ••••••••••••••••••••• 

~~:;~~y n"d' ~i"""'"'''' 
.upervl.lon(CINS) ••••••••••••• 

Tr.ftlc 0 ••• '11.1 •• '.' ••••••••••••• ' 

Other luvenlle ................... _ 
Total Juvenile ...................... ____________ _ 

Grand lotal ................... " .... .. 

TriaI' 
Jury Non-Jury Tolal 

CrimInal dIsposItIons 

Guilty pleas ..... .. 
Trial conviction .. . 
Totat conviction .. . 
Acquittal ........ .. 
DlsmlSS!ll ... " .... . 

Civil .......... .. 
Criminal ...... .. 

Nolle prossed .... . 

Sel'cted cale categories-limIted Jurlsd!ctlon courts 
State Name, Court ~~m. 
Number 0' cOUI1s, number 01 Judgel 
Time period covered 

Beginning Flied 
pending 

Dom .. llc r.lsllon.; 

Total domestic relations ......... .. 

Prub.le,; 
I' 

Total probate ..................... . 

Mental he.lth: 

Total mental health .............. .. 

End 
Obposed pending 

•• I ••••• ~~.} ••• - .......... ~ ........ --- ________ _ 

Total Juvenile ••• HU ...... H ••••••• 

Boldface headings Indicate the classlllcations used by the NCSP. 
Blank space .. Not enough Information 19 known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/A .. this case type Is handletd by the court. but Ihe data are unavailable. 
X .. The data lor this case type are known to be Included !n the tolal. Data Were 

not available by category for thla Cl\8e type. 
- - .. Not applicable. 

-CIvil case definition 
!>crlmlnlal unit of count 
"Jury and non-jury trlat definitions 

Source: 

B.."o\~face headings Indicate the classificatIons used by the NCSP. 
Blt1k apace .. Not enough Information Is known. '(he case calegary mayor may 

nat be handled by the court. 
N/A .. This C8H type la handled by the Cf'·". but t\1.., data are unavailable. 
X .. The data lor thfs Cllse \yJl6 are known If ~ . .: Included In Ihe total. Data wete 

not available by category fer thrs case type. 
- - .. Not BIJPllcabie. 

Of'oo!notes 
bf'oolnotes 
<foo\note~ 

Source: 





Alabaml3 85 

Alabama court system, 1975 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· Appeals In law cases under $10,().()O, 

from administrative agenr,les 
(except Public Service Comml.sslon). 
Workman's compensation and domestic 
relations appeals. 

Law un! $10,000. 

COUNTY COURT (80) 
Jurisdiction varies: 
· Civil actions (maximum from $100 

to $10,000). Some handle equity. 
• Misdemeanors and traffic. 
• Some handle juvenile. 
Jury trials In a few counties. 

JUVENILE COURT (2) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Custody, guardianship for children 

under 16, 
• Delinquency, neglect. dependency, 

supervision for children under 16. 
Discretion with children 16 \0 18 years. 

~.-----------------------~ 

RECORDER'S COURT (117) 
Jurisdiction: 
• City ordinance violations, 

mlsctemeanors, preliminary hearings. 
No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appeals of title to or possession of land, 

civil law over $10,000, and equity cases . 
• Certiorari review of Court of Civil 

Appeals and Court of Criminal Appeals 

Title to or 
possession of 
land, law over 
$10,000, equity. 

CIRCUIT COURT (38) 
102 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions over $50, equity, actions 

of libel, slander, and ejectment. 
. Felonies, misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo. 
·Jury lrlals. 

--
-

-.. ---

- --

..---_".~L_ 
COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
5 judges 
Jurilldiction: 
• Appellate Jurisdiction In criminal cases. 

PROBATE COURY (68) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Wills, guardianship, executorship. 

Equity In administration of estate 
(counties greater Itlan 40,000). 

• Juvenile lurlsdlctlotl If no Juvenile 
court. 

FAMILY COURT 
OF JEFFERSON COUNTY (1) 
1 ;udge 
Jurisdiction: 
· Custody and guardianship for children 

under 16. 
• Delinquency, dependency. neglect, 

supervision for children under 16. 
Discretion to hear c"ses for children 
16 to 18 years. 

rJUST!CE COURT (1) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $300. 
• Misdemeanors. Felony prellmlna;les. 
No jury trials. 



116 State Court Profiles 

Alabama Supreme court 
Court of last resort 
9 Justices 
October 7, 1974-September 30, 1975 

Beginning Filed Disposed End ________________________ ~p~e~nd~l~ng~ _____________ ~pe~n_d_ln~g~ 

Csaes: 
0 ~ ~ 0 Appeala ................... ". ---0 --0 

Total appeals ............... ~102 202 

Other cases: 
Orlglnll proceeding ••••• 
Requeala to appeal: 

P~tltlons for writ. of ___ 0 --1!!! --1!!! (l certiorari ........... --0 
Total other cases .......... 0 167 167 

Total csaes" ............. _ ...... 0 369 369 0 

Other proceedings: 
other maHersb: 

Petitions awaiting resul>-
mission of writ of 
certiorari ............... 

___ 6 ____ 2_8 ~ __ 1_1 

Total "iner proceedings •••••••• 8 

-. 
Alabama Court of Civil Appeals 
Inlermedlate appellate ("ourt 
3 Judges 
October 7, 1974-Septomber 30, 1975 

28 

Beginning Flied 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil: 

25 11 

End 
Disposed pending 

Cases submlttedb •.•• 
Cases dlsposad ...... 
Cases carried over •• 

N/A 133 N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 133 N/A 

___ 0 --1U8 --1U8 0 
o 133 133 ---0 Total appeals .............. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceedlnga ••.• 
Raquesla to appeal .... . 

Total other cases ........ .. 

Total cases· .................. .. o 133 133 

Manner of dlsposlflon 

Cases decIded................. 131 
Cases dismIssed............... 1 
Cases transferred to 

supreme court ............. .. 

Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals 
Intermediate appellate court-
S Judges 
October 7, 1974-September 30, 1975 

o 

Baglniling Flied 
pending 

End 
Disposed pending 

Casos: 
Appeal.: 

CrIminal ...................... ~ 87B ~ ~ 
Total appeslsd .................. 426"" 878"" 63404 670d 

Other cases: 
Original praooedlnga ........ 
Requ •• 1a to appeeld ........ ~ -~ ~ ~ 

Total other cases .............. 

Total cases' ........................ 426"" 878"" 63404 670d 

Boldface headinGS Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. The cesa category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 

"Thesa case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
bPetltlons awaiting resubmlsslon after grant of writ of certiorari were Included In 

other maHers. 

Source: Department of Court Management, State Court Admlnlstrator's Office, 
1975 Annual Report (Montgomery, Alabama). Statistics are from lilo annual report 
except that totals have been computod, where necessary, and additional data have 
sometimes been supplied during verification by the stata court administrator or the 
clerk of the appeals court. 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/A-. This case type Is handled by tho court, but the data are unavailable. 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
bOourt has civil Jurisdiction only. 

Source: Department of Court Management, State Court Administrator's Office, 
1975 Annual Report (Montgomery, Alabama). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed, where necessary, and additional data have 
sometimes been supplied during verification by the state court administrator or the 
clerk of the appeals court. 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
"These case" totals are the figures brought fOrWlii'cfToTliicluslon In Part I tables. 
bOases were brought forward from 1973-74 term. They include those ptl'ndlng In 

the Supreme Court of Alabama and of th& United States and those In which appeals 
have not been perfected (where all necessary documents are on file). 

"Total does not Include petitions disposed of In the clerk's office at the dIrection of 
the court. 

"Court reported these figures as appeala; they actually reflect the total of appeals 
and raquesta to appeal. 

"Court has Jurisdiction In criminal appeals cases only. 

Source: Department of Court Management, State Court Admlnlstrator's Office, 
1975 Annual Report (Montgomery, Alabama). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed, where necessary, and additional data have 
sometimes been supplied durIng verification by the state court administrator cr the 
clerk of the appeals court. 



Alabama Circuit Court­
Court of general jurlBdlctlon 
38 circuits, 102 judges 
January 1, 19'15-December 31, 1975 

Clvllb 

Law: 
Original civil ................. . 

Auto toll: 
Motor vehicle .............. .. 

Elluity .......................... .. 
Dome,tlc relallonl .............. . 
Appeal ......................... .. 

Total civil ......................... .. 

Criminal>: 
Other criminal: 

Indictments ................. .. 
Miscellaneous ............... . 

Total ........................... . 
Appeal' ......................... . 

Telal· criminal ..................... .. 

Beginning Flied 
pe!1dlng 

End 
Disposed pending 

X 23,582 X 

X 7,278 X 
X 4,714 X 
X 37,919 X 

__ X_ g.g§L __ x_ 
45,686 75,869" 75.981 

X 

X 
X 
X 

__ X_ 

45,554d 

X 18,341 X X 

~ 2~;~~~ ~ ~ 
__ X_ 1.1.92- __ X ___ X_ 

10.540 25,777 25.980 10.3:!7 

Grand te'al............................ 56.226 101.646 101,961 55.891 d 

Trial' Criminal dlsposltlonSl> 
Jury Non-Jury Total 

Civil ........... X X 28,409 Dismissal! nolle 
prosequi ......... 

Criminal ........ 1.652 1,050 2,702 Guilty plec ........ 
Total ......... X X 31,111 

Selected case categories-limited Jurisdiction courts 

Alabama County Court 
80 courts 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

There were no data available for JUVenile cases handled In the County Court. 

Alabama Juvenile Court 
2 courts 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

7.776 
15.427 

There were no data available for Juvenile, dome.lte rol~tlona (custody). or probate 
(guardianship) cases handled In the Juvenile Court. 

Alabama 87 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X = The data for this case !voe are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this case type. 

-Data are not available on probate, Juvenile. or family courts. 
bA civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
crotal differs from sum of category totals because of Incomplete breakdOWns In 

Limestone County. 
"Change In pending does not equal difference between filings and dispositions. 

Figures are as reported In annual report. 
"The criminal unit of count Is the number of defendants o~ ~ach Indictment. 
rrrials are counted If they are tried to completion. 
OComplete breakdowns were not available for Tuscaloosa, Limestone, Mobile, 

Russell, and Franklin counties. 

Source: Department of Court Management, State Court Admlnlstrator's Office, 
1975 Annual Raport(Montgomery, Alabama). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed. where necessary. and additional data ~,ave 
sometimes been supplied during verification by the state court administrator. 

Alabama Probate Court 
58 courts 
January 1, 1S75-December 31, 1975 

There were no data available for probate or Juvenile cases handled In the Probat!! 
Court. 

Family Court of Jafferson County, Alabama 
1 court 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

There were no data available for Juvenile, domeatle r.,.tlona (custody). or probate 
(guardianship) cases handled In the Family Court. 



88 Stale Court Profiles 

Alaska court system, 1975 

4 , 

DISTRICT COURT (4) 
19 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $10,000, auto tort 
under $15,000, smail claims. 

• Misdemeanors, ordinance violations. 
Six-man jury trials. 

, Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appeals as a matter of right from final 

Judgments. 
• Discretionary review of any order or 

declsl9n not appealable. 
• Crimina,! cases appealed by state only 

for testing sufficiency of Indictment or 
leniency of sentence. 

• Sentence revlf;lW. 

h 

SUPERIOR COURT (4) 
17 judges -
Jurisdiction: 
· Original jurisdiction In all civil. Exclusive 

jurisdiction In domestic relations, 
probate, guardianship, and civil 
commitments. 

• Original jurisdiction In all criminal. 
• Exclusive jurisdiction In juvenile. 
Appeals on record unless trial de novo Is 

granted. 
Jury trials. 

MAG:ST~ATES COURTS (58) 
56 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $1,000 . 
. Misdemeanors, ordinance vlolatlons\ 

felony preliminaries . 
No jury trial. 



Alaska Supreme Court 
Court of laat reoori 
5 Justices 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Cases: 
Appeafs: 

Civil and cross appeals .. 
Criminal ................ .. 
Juvenlle ................. . 

Total appeals .............. . 
Other cases: 

Orfgln.f procoe-;)ing ..... 
Requeall to appeal: 

Petitions for review •• 
Total ether ca;Q; •••••• ' 

Total cases' .................. .. 

Other proceedlnos: 
Rehearing reqlleata •.......•. 
OIhor maHGra: 

Sentence review ••••••••• 

Total other proceedings •••••••• 

Beginning Flied 
pending 

End 
Disposed pending 

X 151 X 147 
X 71 X 71 X ___ 5 ____ X ___ 6 

-m 227 195 224 

3 7 9 

19 __ 8_1 84 __ 1_6 
--22 86 --S-3 17 

214 315 268 ~4'1 

___ 2 __ 2_2 ___ 7 __ 1_7 

2 22 1 17 

AlaSKa 89. 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space " Not enough Information In known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
X = Tho data for this "(lse type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this case type. 

"These case totals are the figures t>rought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 

Source: Admlnlstrntlve Director of the Courts, Alaska Court Sysfem. 1975 Annual 
Report (Anchorage, Alaska: 1976). Memo from clerk to Justlcos of Supreme Court 
titled: "Suf,lreme Court Activity 1976." Time to disposition 01 case data available. 

---------~------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
,:i:." 

Alaska Superior Court· 
Court of general Jurlldlctlon 
4 dlotrlctl, 17 Judgea 
J8nUL'!~ 1, 1975-Decembt\r 31, 1975 

-
Beginning Flied 
pending 

End 
Disposed pending 

CIvil": 
Ptobatlc ...................... 
Other civil: 

Clvlld ..................... 

Tolal CiviL ...................... 
Crfmlnal": 

F.lony ........................ 
Mlld'moanor ................. 

Total criminal ................... 
Juvenile: 

Total Juvenile ................... 

Grand total' ....................... 

TrIa" 
Criminal............. 65 

== 

1,151 1,505 920 

_ 3.275 7.778 5,407 

4,426 9,263 6,S27 

444 875 781 ___ 7 
~ --..m 

451 1,075 955 

N/A 1.366 1.121 

4,817' 11.744 8,403 

CrimInal dispositions 
Dismissed ......... .. 
Guilty plea ......... . 
TrIal ~.onvlctlon .... .. 
Tolal convlotlon ... .. 
Acquitted ••• , •••••••• 

1,736 

5.646 

7,382 

538 
~ 

5~1 

N/A 

7,953' 

189 
295 
37 

400 
22 

Boldface headings Indicate Ihe classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - Tnls case type 10 handled by the cc>urt, but the data are unavailable. 

'Cata w~re taken Ircnt Ihe 1916 Annual Repert because changes had been made 
from the 1976 report. Mannarand type of disposilion are from 1975 repcrt. 

!>CIvil cases are counled with thollUng of a petilion or complaint. 
"Includes civil commitments as well as probate. 
"Includes domestic relations In addition to other civil actions as civil cases. 
-rhe criminal unit 01 count Is the number of Indictments. Some occur alter 

preliminary hearings In District Court. 
'Total pending does nol Include juvenile, bul lolal filings and dispositions do 

Include Juvenile. • 
"A trial Is counted If It Is held to JUdgrr.ent. 

Source: Admlnlstrallve Director of th'e Courts, AI:Jsi<s Court System. 1975 Annual 
Report; 1976 Annual Rllpart (Anchorage, Alaska). Siatlsllcs are Irom the annual 
report except that totals have been computed, where necElllSSry, and additional 
data have sometimes been supplied during verification by tho stale court 
administrator. 



90 State Court Profllos 

Arizona court system, 1975 

Death penalty. 
Life Imprlsonmenl. 

'I' 

JUSTICE COURT (84) 
84 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $1 ,000. 
• Misdemeanors and criminal offenses with fine less 
than $300 or sentence under 6 months. 
Preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of eppeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate Jurisdiction In all actions In the 
state's court system except those arising In 
Justice and pOlice courts. 

• Exclusive Jurisdiction In cases between counties. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
12 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• All actions and proceedings originating In or 
permitted by law to be appealed from the Superior 
Court. 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
72 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original Jurisdiction In civil actions over $500. 

. Exclusive probate and domestic relations 
Jurisdiction. 

• Original Jurisdiction In felony, misdemeanor. 
• Exclusive juvenile Jurisdiction. 
Appeals de 'lovo. 
Jury trials. 

POLICE AND MAGISTRATE COURT 
(86) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Misdemeanors and criminal offenses with fine less 
than $300 or sentence under 6 months. 

Jury trial!;. 

I 

J 



Arh>.ona Supreme Court 
COLlrt of la.t resort 
5 Justlcea 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

-
Deglnnlng Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

Ca~,,~: 
Appoole: 

Civil (Includes tra~sfers 
In) ..................... 39 32 56 15 

Crlmillal (IncluC:lls Irans-
lers In) ......... d ..... 238 141 178 201 

Delayed qppeals •• , •••••• 2 
___ 1 ___ 3 

~ 
Tota! appeals" .............. -m 114 237 216 

Olher cases: 
Orl",ln81 proceedlnga: 

N/A 13 N/A Habeas oorpus ...... 13 
Spoclal actions· ..... 25 174 178 21 
Bar matters .......... 4 29 30 3 
Petilions for revleWd• 4:1 499 474 67 

Total ................... 71 715 695 91 
Requeall to $ppeal ..... 

--7-1 --e95 Total other cases .......... 715 91 

Total cases' .................... 350 809 932 301 

Other ~roceedlngs: 
0\ II matiere: 

Miscellaneous •••.•••••••• ~ __ 1_6 __ 1_6 ~ 
Total other proceodlngs ........ N/A 16 16 N/A 

Ma,1n,f of disposition Olspos/llon of appeals 
Wrlthn opinion.... •••• 222 Affirmed ................. 102 
Per olJrlam ..... ... .... (69)1 Roveroed .. , .. .. • .... .... 11 
Memorandum.. •• • • • •• • 9 Rov~rsed and re-
Termln,!ed without manded ............... 20 

wrltte~ opinions..... 659 Remanded. .......... .... 15 
Dismissed ............... 10 

Arizona Court of Appeals 
Intermediate appel!a'e CDurt 
2 division a, 12 Judges 
January 1, 1975-0ecember 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending 

Casos: 
Appeal.: 

Clv/lb ..................... 480 
Crllllinalb ................. 378 
Delaylld ~ppeals • • • • • •• • 1 
IndustrIal Commission •••• 217 

Flied 

467 
9S0 
N/A 
157 

Juv6nlle .................. 
___ 7 ___ 9 

Total appeals ............... 1,089 1,593 

Other casel: 
Original proc:.edlngl •••• 3 2 
Spsclal actions· .......... 11 139 
Rlqu.,11 to appell ••••• 

----r.i Total other casel .......... 132 

Total cales' .................... 1,130 1,725 

Manner of dlspoSii:on 
Written opinion ........ .. 
Memorandum ••••••••••• , 
Terminated without 

opinion .............. .. 

Disposed End 
pending 

460 
70S 
N/A 
252 

__ 1_1 
1.428 

3 
121 

--124 
1,552 

444 
492-

503 

487 
633 

7 
122 ___ 5 

1,254 

2 
20 

22 

1,276 

Arizona 91 

Boldface headings Indicate the classlfleallons used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not em)u'~~ Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

oat be handled by Ute court: 
Nt A .. this case type Is hall(j!"ti by the court, but the data are unavallabla 

'n-.= CQiii> luliili ut" lhe iigure3 'Jrought forward lor Inclusion In Part: I tables. 
"Filings lor ciVil and criminal appeal& Include cases transferred In from tho Arizona 

Oourt of Appoals. 
especial actions Include mandamus, prohi~~llon, lind quo warranto cases. 
dpotltlons for reView <ire requests for revlolio' of Court of Appeals cases (or 

portions thereof) that IUS heard III a matter of I'lght. They ara not ne()l;MOrlly 
processed as a regular appeal. 

'Thesa II per curiam oplnlo!\ll ara alt.') counted WIthin elth,r tile wrItten opinIon or 
memol~~dum category. 

Source: Aotlng Admlnlltratlve Dlrootor of the Courte, "App .. l, In the Stato of 
Arizona 1973-1976" (unpublished ,\atl,tlcal report t,rom Olerk of Suprtll1l1 COIJrt). 
Slatlllllcs are from Ihe annual report and unpubllah,d ,ta\lstloll report oxcepl thai 
101/11. have been computed, where nl!C'''ry, and BQidltlonal data have eomollmes 
been supplied during verlflcaUon by the state court admInistrator or the clerk 01 the 
appealS oourt. 

- 1_ 

Boldf.ce headlngalndloate thl olsl4lflcat!onl used by thl NeSp. 
Blank space • Not enough Information I, known. Tho CUG category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/A .. Thle caae type Ie handled by the court, but the data are unavallablo. 

"Tho .. Cllle totals are the flgurae brought forward for 'ncluslon In Part' tabl ... 
bClvll and crIminal appeals figurel are net flgurea alter 8ppe~IS lrenGlerr.d In or 

out have been added or subtracted. 
especial act/onslnclude mandamus, prohibition, and quo warranto cases. 

Source: Acllng AdmlnI8tratl~'1II Dlroctor 01 the Courts, "Appeals In the State of 
Arizona 1973-1976" (unpublished). Statistics are from unpublished data excopt that 
totals have been computed, where nocGSBllry, and addlUonal data have some\lmes 
been supplied during verification by the Itate court administrator or the cIeri< of the 
appeals court. 
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Ar'~o!'l~ S=.!pe:ol"f CuUn 
Court of generall JurIsdiction 
14 counties, 72 Judges 
January 1, 1975.·t'~ecemb~r 31, 19'rS 

-----"" 
Clvllb; 

Lew; 

• 

Prayer under $1,000 ............................................... . 
Auto tort .............................. , ................... , ..... , ...... . 
Non-auto tort ........................................................... . 
Contract, ........... , ................................................... . 
Property rights ..................................... ' ................... . 

Emln.,nt domain ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oome.Uc relaUonl; 

Domestlo r~!atlons • .. .. • .. ..... • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • .... .............. .. 
Adopllon' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reciprocal support' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 

Tolal' ................................................. , ............... . 
Probal(J ................................................................. . 
Menial hIIalth' ......................................................... . 
Other civil: ............................................................ .. 

Non-olaSlllfiod civil ............ " ...................... " ........... . 

~-~ • 
Beginning 
oendlng 

227 
4,759 
3.049 

11,267 

345 

8,922 
1.490 
3,985 

14,397 
13,689 

1,266 

5,024 

-
Flied' Dlsposod' End 

pending 

682 423 486 
4,290 3,532 5,517 
2,583 1,988 3,644 

15,360 13,083 13,544 

230 219 356 

21,623 20,748 9,797 
1,162 1,221 1,431 
2,245 1,464 4,766 

25,Oae ,,3,433 15,994 
7,231 6,277 14,623 

460 382 1,344 

7,337 &,808 5.55:'1 
Appeal .................................................................. . --~-~ 

___ CSC 244 493 

Tolal civi", 

Crlmlnald; 

Felony .................................................................. . 
Mlld,meanor .......................................................... .. 
Appeals •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••• 

Tolal criminal •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••• 

JuvenUtt; 
Dliinquenoy: 

Dellnquoncy-non-trafflc ........................................... . 
D.~n'J.ncy, I., III It. II •• t 1"'1"'1,. '" .,0, " ,,,,," .,11' '0, '" •• 0 •• IIII 

Trafflo: 
O.lInq~enoy-trafflc ..... , ............ ,., .................. , ........ . 

Total Juvenile- .. , ........................................................ .. 

Grand totalOt'lli'I"" I ••••• III' .,11" "'11"" •• ,,0, '."'1 •• , I, II •• ""1, •• I' 

Civil ........ .. 
Criminal .... .. 

Jury 

439 
971 

Tria' 
Non-Jury 

5,367 
786 

Total ..... 1,410 6,153 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Total 

5,606 
1,757 
1',563 

'Flllngs Include cases transferred In to thl) court for processing. DispoSitions 
Include cases transferred out of the court for processing. 

bOlvil cases are counted with the filing 01 a patillon or complaint. 
cDoos not Include data from Maricopa County on adoption, reCiprocal support, or 

mental health cases. 
dThe unll ot count for orimlnal cases Is the number of defendants on each 

Information/Indictment. 
·Juvenlle data do not Include Maricopa, Cochise, Navajo, Pima, Yuma, or Yavapai 

counties. 
'Jury trials are counted when the voir dire examlnatlcn of the panel begins. Non­

Jury trials when the first witness Is sworn. 

54.344 63,599 58,389 61.554 

4,211 11,814 11,347 4,678 
378 519 440 457 
335 1,329 1,258 406 

4,924 13,662 13,045 5,541 

411 1,347 1,297 481 
181 223 232 152 

188 1.666 1,693 1Bl 
760 3,256 5.222 794 

60,028 60,517 72,656 67,889 

.,----
Criminal dispositions 

Dismissed ........ , ....... 0<,612 
.'Ioa ...................... 6.676 

SOI.rce; Acting Adml~lstratlYe Director of the Courts, "Statistical Reports 1975, 
19j'6 for 14 Superior ,:)ourts;" "All Counties Vear-end Reports 1975, 1978." 
Statistics are from unpublished data except that totals have been computed, where 
nl9clossary, and additional data have someHmos been supplied dunng verification by 
the slate court administrator. 

-----------------------------UQ----------------,~~, ----------------------------._---------

I 



Arkansas 93 

Arkansas court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT ~ 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
o Appellate Jurisdiction over cases from Clr~ult, 

Chancery, and Probate Courts. 

1 

T 
CIRCUIT COURTS (19) 
29 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil cases over $100. 
• Original Jurisdiction In criminal. 
o Juvenile. 
Hears appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

COURTS OF 
COMMON PLEAS (13) 
County judges serve. 
Jurisdiction varies: 
o Contracts and other civil matters 

not Involving title to property. 
Maximum ranges from $500 to $1,500. 

Jury trials. 

MUNll~IPAL COURTS (91) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Contract under $300. 

Property recovery under $300. 
Property damage under $100. 

[''"' '''''m''''''. M'''''m'~'''. 

POLICE COURTS (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Civil cases under $300. 
• MI~demeanors and city ordinance 

violations 
No jury trial. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

, -

-

.. 

w. 

. , 

t 
1 

CHANCERY AND 
PROBATE COURTS (Hi) 
26 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Courts of equity (land disputes, 

domestic relations, etc.). Hears probate 
matters and adoptions. 

No jury trials . 

COUNTY COURTS (75) 
75 judges 
Jurisdiction: ,---t . Original Jurisdiction in cOllnty taxes, 

P'" county expenditures, and claims agalost ..... 
county. Bastardy proceedings. 

. Juvenile. 
No jury trial. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURTS (25) 
25jullges 

- Jurisdiction: ---"4 . Contract under $300. 
Property recovery under $300. 
Property damage under $100 • 

• Felony preliminaries. Misdemeanors. 
Slx'man jury trial. 

~---------.~------------~ CITY COURTS (80) 
80 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

....I---'i . Olvll cases under $300. 
• Misdemeanors and city ordinance 

violations. 
No jury trial. 



94 Slats Cijurt pro Illes 

I~rk~nsas Supreme Court 
Court 01 last resort 
7 Jusllces 
January 1, 1975-Cecember 31, 1975 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending P2ndlng 

Cases: 
Appemt,: 

Criminal: 
Post conviction ...... N/A N/A 24 N/A 
Capital ............... N/A N/A 2 N/A 
Othor telony ......... N/A N/A 13G N/A 
Nil~ciomeer. .. r ........ N/A N/A 3 N/A 

Total ............. , ..... N/A N/A 165 N/A 
Civil: 

Law ........... " ..... N/A N/A 174 N/A 
Equity ................ N/A N/A 136 N/A 
Probate .............. N/A N/A 4 N/A 

Total ................... --t:!lA N/A --.lli N/A 
Total appeals .............. , N/A ---wA 479 ---wA 

Other cases: 
(", iyitn,i pt~.,.ding1i. 

N/A N/A Habeas corpus-equity 1 N/A 
Mandamus, ..... , .... N/A N/A 8 N/A 
Prohibition ........... N/A N/A 16 N/A 
Post conviction ...... N/A I~/A 4 N/A 
Writs at certiorari ... N/A N/A 8 N/A 

rotal .................. , ~/A N/A 37 N/A 
Rtqu .. ta to appeat , •.•• 

---wA ---wA ---wA 1'otal other cases."', ....... 37 

Total cases' ................... N/A N/A 516 N/A 

Othor proceedings: 
N/A 101 N/A R.h~arlng roquelb ......... , N/A 

Olher man.,,: 
Other petitions ........... N/A N/A 18 N/A 
Motions (excluding exten-

N/A N/A alan at tlma) ........... 165 N/A 
Motions tor extension at 

time .................... N/A N/A 991 N/A 
Total ........................ ~ ~ --..1..1li ~ 

Total other proceedings ........ 

Manner of dlspo;;r-Oll 
Written oplrllon......... 521 
Per curlam ......... .. .. 13 

Arkansas Clrf:ull Court 
Court of gam, .... l Jurlsdlcllon 
19 clrculls, 2:9 Judges 

N/A N/A 1,275 N/A 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed. .. .. ............ 295 
Reversed.. • .... .. .. .. .. • 37 
Partially affirmed ........ 19 
Reversed and re-

manded ............... 76 
Remanded............... 5 
Other.................... 47 

January 1, 1975-0ecember 31, 1975 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

Civil': 
l.awb ........................... 13,854 19,808 19,077 14,585 

Total civil ........................ 13,654 19,808 19,077 14,585 
Crlmlnal<: 

Fetony: 
Capital .................... 156 178 227 107 
Felo'ny ••••••••••••••••••••• 4,477 8,557 8,056 5,078 

Total ......................... 4,633 8,835 8,283 5.185 
Mlldemeanord ................. --kill ~ 3,950 2,450 

Total criminal .................... 6,801 12.987 12.233 7,635 

Grand total ......................... 20.735 32,795 31,310 22.220 -

Boldface heedlngs Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough Intormatlon Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/A .. this case type Is handled b~ the court, but the data are unavailable. 

"These case totals nre the figures brought torward for Inclus!on In Part I tables. 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Eleventh Annual Report, 1975 
Judlclsl Slstlstics (Uttle Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are tram the annual raport 
except that totals have been computed, Where necessary, and additional data 'nave 
sometimes been supplied dUring verification by the state court adm!nlstrator fir tho 
clerk at the appeals court. 

Boldtace headings Indicate the claMlflcations used by the jIICSP. 

'A ('Ivll ce:e I: countoo "~'h thil niillll 01 a complaint or pe':ltIon. 
bAppeals (trial de novo) cannot be Identlfted within the taw case total, 
dfhe lnlormatlonllndlctment Is the unit of count for crlmlnal ClISOS. Criminal data 

contain a nominal n~'mber of Juvenllo cases and Juvenile appeals. 
"Most ml!ldemeanore are appeals (trial de novo) tram lower courts, 

Source: Executive Secretary, Judicial Department, Eleventh Annual Report, 1975 
JudlclBl Slatlsllcs (Uttle Rock, Arkansas). Statistics are tram the annulil report 
except that totals have been computed. Where nflCossary, and additional dais have 
sometlmijs been supplied during verlficatlon by the state court administrator. 



--------. _________________ ~a ____ ............ =p= .. u. .... u. ............ ____________ ___ 

Arkan8a8 Chancery and Probate Court 
Court of general Jurl8dlctlon 
18 cl'ancery clrcult8, 26 Judge8 
JanUluy 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

-
Beginning d End 
pending Fliod DI~llo!lll pending __________________ ..:;.;;.:.:.::;:.;.:... __ -.... "' .. '1'""-"' ... 

Civil': 
Equity ....................... .. 
Domllllo relilionl: 

Domesllo relallons •••••••• 
Reciprocal In ............ .. 
Reclprocml out. ......... .. 
Adoption ................ .. 

Totalb ...................... .. 

Probete: 
Decodent estates ........ . 
Guardianship •••••••••. 
Miscellaneous probalo •••• 

Tolal· ...................... .. 
Menlll heellll: 

Aicr;hollcs and mental .. .. 
Total clvlld ...................... . 

Grand total.......... ............. . 

6.770 

12,069 
1,330 

0 
N/A 

13,399b 

12~2 
N/A 

12,6860 

5,663 

21,206 
1,206 

714 
1,499 

24,627 

4,103 
i.rSS 
1,099 
6,957 

5,061 

20,399 
871 
714 
N/A 

21,964b 

3.903 
Nlll 
N/A 

3,9030 

7,372 

12,878 
1,665 

o 
N/A 

14.543· 

12,866 
N/A 
N/A 

12,886· 

-l:!LA.. ---1..M!! -l:!LA.. -tilA 
32,855d 38,833 30,948d 34,801 d 

32,855d 38,633 30,948d 34,801 d 

Selecled case cateorles-lImlted Jurisdiction court 

Arkansas County Court 
75 counties; 75 Judges, 40 Juvenile referees 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning Flied Disposed Er.d 
pending pending 

DomllUc 1I11110nt" 
Bastardy .................... .. -tilA --ill -1!LA NIA 

Total domestic relations ...... .. N/A 27G N/A N/A 

Juvenile: 

Total Juvenile .................. . ---r:JiA ---e;3a5 N/A ---r:JiA 

Arkan8a8 95 

Boldface headlngslndlcato the alasslflcations used by the NCSP. 
N/A a This caee type Is handled by the court, bul the data aro unavailable. 

'A civil case Is counted with the filing of a complaint or petition • 
• pendlng and disposed total does not Include adoptions. 
'Pendlng and disposed total does not Include guardianship and miscellaneous 

tJJub~;',. 
"Pending and dlspo:u.d totals do not Include adoptions, guardianship, alcoholics 

and mental, and mlscollaneous probate, becauso the data wero unavailable. 

Source: Exocutlve SOCf· 'ta:,}" Judicial Department, Eleventh Annual Report. 1975 
JudIcIal Slatlstlcs (Lilt' .~oc;k, Arkansas). Statistics are trom the annual report 
except that totals have bOil'; c . .,mputed, where necessary, and additional data have 
sometimes been supplied during verilicatlon by the state court administrator. 

Boldface headlngslndlcato the classlflcatlons used by the NCSP. 
NI A = This case type 15 handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Source: Executive secretary, Judicial Department, Eleventh Annual Report, 1975 
JudIcIal Slatlstlcs (Little Rock, Arkansas). Ststlstlcs are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed, where necessary, and additional data have 
sometimes been supplied durlng verification by the state court admlnlatrator. 



96 State Court Profiles 

California c('1turt system, 1975 

t 

Judgment of 
death. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (80) 
406 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Clvll actions under $5,000, small claims under 
$500 . 

• Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury Irlals. 

t Indicates roule of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Direct appeals of judgment of denth. 
• All other appeals are discretionary. 

COURT OF APPEAL (5) 
51 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• AnflAnlR from. Superior Court except In judgment 
of death. 

SUPERIOR COURT (58) 
501 judges 
Unlimited original jurisdiction: 
• Primarily handles civil actions over $5,000, equity, 
domestic relations. Exclusive jurisdiction over 
probate. 

• Primarily handles felonies. 
• Exclusive Jurisdiction over Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo of small claims cases in municipal 
courts and civil cases In Justice courts. 

Appeals on recQrd of other municipal court cases 
and criminal cases from justice courts. 

Jury trials. 

JUSTICE COURT (199) 
200 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil law under $).tOOO, small 
claims under $5w. 

• Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 



California Supreme Court 
Court of Isst resort 
7 Justices 
Juiy 1, i974-June 30, 1975 

Cases: 
App4IIall: 

Civil ............................................................... .. 
Direct criminal" ..................................................... . 
Other criminal ..... · ...................... , .. .... .. ................ . 

Total appeals· ....................................................... .. 
Other cases: 

Orlglnat proctedlngl: 
Habeas corpus............................. .. ................ . 
Criminal ••••••••••••••••• , ...................................... . 
SVperlnte~dlng control Dnd dlsolpllnary.................... .. . 
Clvl!. .................................................... """" 

Total , •••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reque8ta 10 IIP"..ld: 

Ctvll appeals ................................................... . 
Criminal appeals ••••• , ••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Civil orlglnat proceedings •• , .................................. . 
Criminal original proceedings .................................. . 

Total ........................................................... . 

Total Olher cases ................................................... .. 

Othor proceedings: 
Rehe.rlng requeell: 

Civil .............................................................. .. 
Criminal, .......................................................... .. 

Total .......................................................... · ••••••• , 
Olholr mallere: 

Transfers In/cu' .................................................. ~. 
Orderslwrlts te. a/low cause ..................................... .. 
Motions decIded ................................................... . 
MI~eolianeous ........................... " ......................... . 
executive clem~ncy applications ................................. .. 
State bar filings .................................................... . 

Tolal .................................................................. . 

Total othor proceedings............................. ................... .. 

Mannor of disposition 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 
MIA 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
MIA 
NtA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
WA 

NIA 
..... " .,,'n 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NlA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Canfornla 97 

Flied Disposed End 
pondlng 

NfA 66 N/A 
19 0 19 

N/6 40 MIA 
19 106- 16 

977 N/A iliA 
N/A 759 N/A 
MIA 116 N/A 
207 165 N/A 

1.084 1,040 N/A 

872 972 N/A 
1,029 ',029 N/A 

598 598 N/A 
87 67 N/A 

___ 2,566'" 2,5§§cd NlA 
3,650'" 3,606cd lit/A 

3,606'" 3.712" N/A 

N/A 47 N/A 
NlA 28 N/A 
N/A 75 N/A 

221 
N/A 00 

lSi! 
N/A 

N/A 1,567 N/A 
45 3S N/A 

215 N/A N/A 
g::~ 1,9Z5 N/A 
260 1,975 N/A 

Wrillen opinion................. 109 

Boldface hoadlngs Indicate tho classlflcationa used by the NC$P. 
N/A .. ThIs case type Is handlod by thE> court, but tho data are unavailable. 
-- " Notappllcabla. 

"Those case tOlals Brll tho figures brought lorward lor Inclusion In Part I tables. 
bDlrect capItal (death penalty) cases. 
'11 IIppears that some appeal. dlspCisod of durlnp tho year could aloo be counted 

as rlqu.111 10 Ip".al disposed of during the year, dependIng on the lime to 
dlsposlllon of the appeal. 

dAU rt<lu •• 11 10 ap"..1 are petitions lor hQ~rlng 01 cases previously decIded by 
the court, 01 appeal. 

Source: AdministratiVe OHlcf! 01 Ihe CalilOinla Courts, 1976 Annual Report of Ihe 
JudIcial Collnel/ and Stille Court Administrator (san Francisco, Oallfornla: 1976). 
Covers flscat year 1974-1975. StatlsllQll are (rom the annual report except tllat tota!s 
havo beM computed, where nacessary, and additional dala have IIOl11otlmee been 
supplied during verlncaUon by the state court admlnlBlf$IOr or the clerk of the 
appeals court. 
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California Courts of Appeal 
Intermedlote appellate court 
5 dlvl810na, 51 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30,1975 

--------------~------------~------------~~~ ..... ,~.--------~--------------------~------------------
Cases: 

App .. ll: 
Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 
Criminal ........................................................... . 

Tolal lippeD-lab .............................................. II ........ . 
Olher cases: 

O,lglnal proceedlngaa: 
·Clvll ............................................................ . 
Criminal ........................................................ . 

Tolal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
Requelta 10 appeal: 

Total other cases .................................................... . 

Total cases ............................................ II ... II. "' .... '" •• 

Other proceedings: 
RlhearlltP ;oqUOlII: 

Civil ............................................................... .. 
Crlmlnlal ............................................................ . 

Tolal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••.••••••• 
Olher matiere: 

Motions to dismiss 
on cl~rk'8 certification ........................................... . 

Motion.: 
Civil ............................................................ . 
Crfmlnal ••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Ordera (mllcellaneous): 
Civil ............................................................ . 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.••••••• 

Total .................................................................. . 

Total other proceedings ............................................... II •• 

Manner of disposition 

Beginning 
pondlng 

2.464 
2,366 

4,820 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
4,820' 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NfA 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Flied Disposed End 
pending 

2,686 3,143 2,679 
3,229 3,672 2.096 

5,916 6,815 4,675b 

2,730 2,679 N/A 
1,291 1,299 N/A 
4,021 3,978 N/A 

4,021 3,978 N/A 
9,936 10,793 4,575b< 

N/A 644 N/A 
N/A 590 N/A 
N/A 1,234 N/A 

413 N/A N/A 

N/A 413 N/A 
N/A 257 N/A 

N/A 2,046 N/A 
N/A 4,203 N/A 
N/A 6,919 N/A 
N/A 8,153 NtA 

Written opinion......... ......... 5,574 • 

Boldfaco headings Indicate tho classifications used by the NCSP. Source: Admlnlslratlve OHlce 01 the CalifornIa Courts, 1976 Annual Report of tho 
Blank space ~, Not enough Inlgrmatlon Is known. The case category mayor may JudIcial Council Bnd State Court Administrator (San Francisco, California: 1976). 

not be handled by the court. Also an unpublished report 01 Admlnlslratlve Ollice 01 Ihe Courts titled: "Analysis of 
NI A - This ca,'e type Is handled by Ihe court, bul the data are ul1ava"abl~. 'Ready' Appeals pending In the Courts of Appeal, and Disposition Times between 

"These case lotals are Ihe ligures broughl forward for InclUSion In Part I tables. 
bCasefiow of appeals (beginning pending plus ~"'ngs minus dispositions equals 

end pending) does not add up. Numbers are as verified by slate. 
<Pending data are not available for original proceedings. 

.. -=:P .. 

December 31,1976 and December 31,1975." Time to disposition of case and per­
jlldge dispositions lor appeals and orfglnal proceedings dala are available. Slatistics 
are from the annual report and unpublished data report oxcept that lotals have been 
computed. Where nGCessary, and additional data have sometimes been supplied 
during verification by the state court administrator or the clerk of the appeals court, 



California Superior Court 
Court loll general Jurisdiction 
58 counties, 501 judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Civil': 
Auto tort ............................................................... . 
Non-auto tort •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Property light.: 

Emfnent domain (parcels) .......................................... . 
Dom •• tlc relation.: . 

FAmily lawb ••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Probate: 

. Probale and guardianship ........................................ .. 
Menial health .......................................................... . 
Other civil: 

Other complaints .................................................. . 
Other petitions •••••••••••••••••••••••.•••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tolal .................................................................. . 
Appeal.: 

Appeals tram lower courts" ....................................... .. 
Extraordinary wrltl: 

Habeas corpus ..................................................... . 

Total civil ................................................................ .. 

Crlmlnald; 

Felonlo.: 
Criminal ........................................................... . 

Appeal.· ................................................................ . 

Tolal criminal ............................................................ .. 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency ............................................................ . 
Dependency.. . ........................................................ . 

Tolal Juvenile ............................................................ .. 

Grand total ................................................................ .. 

Tria" 
Jury Non-jury 

3,649 239,175 
0 6,885 

4,600 3,810 
0 16 

Clvll' ............. .. 
Civil appeal ..... .. 
Criminal ......... .. 
Criminal appeal 
jota!.. ......... .. .. 8.249 249,886 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, bwtthe data are unavailable. 

'A civil case Is counted with tho filing at a complaint or petition. 
blncludes annulment, divorce, and separate maintenance cases In the Family Law 

category. 
"FIgures tram unpUblished data. 
"The criminal unit at count Is the number of defendants on each Information or 

Indictment. 
'Jury trials are countGd when the JUry Is sworn; non-Jury trials with the opening 

statement or the Introduction of any evidence. 
~ncludes mental health hearings as civil trials. Does not Include Juvenile, hebeas 

corpus, or appeal hearings as civil trlale. 

Beginning 
pending 

Total 

242,824 
6,885 
8,410 

16 
258,135 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

NIt, 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Flied 

49.266 
25.973 

5,299 

162,938 

61,975 
6.039 

81,387 
56.518 

137,905 

8.870 

8,827 

467,092 

55.635 
2,021 

57,656 

63,739 
13,983 

77,722 

602,470 

Crlminsl dlsposltlonll" 

Dismissals ............... , 
Transf~rs ........... '" •• , 
GUilty plea .............. , 

Disposed 

39,125 
18,123 

4.341 

141.025 

56,738 
5.989 

47,985 
41,349 
89.334 

7,794 

8,082 

370,551 

50.714 
1,811 

52,525 

60,923 
13,389 

74.312 

497,388 

6,794 
652 

34,858 

California 99 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
NlA 

N/A 

_---1:!L6 
N/A 

N/A 
Nltl 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Office of the California Courts, 1976 Annual Report of the 
Judicial Council and Slate Court Admln/strator( San Franclsco,Cal\lornla:1978).Also 
unpublished data. Statistics are from the annual report and unpublished data except 
that totals have been computed, where necessary, and additional dala have 
sometimes bean supplied during verilication by the state court administrator. 
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Colorado court system, 197~ 

SUPREME COURT 
7 jusllces 
Jurisdiction: 
• Inilial appellate Jurlsdlotlon In oases Involving 
constitutionality of statute, mun/olpal charter 
proVision or ordinance; acl/ons of Public Utilities 
Commission; water cases: and Election Code. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

--

o Appeals from lower cl.)urls, Industrial 
Commission, and Banking Board. 

f 
Constitutionality of 
statute, ordinance, or m,,'o',,' or" 'coW,"" 

__ ---~t----__ .~ __ --~4~--~ 
DISTRICT COURT (22) 
82 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
o Domestic relations, civil, probate, 
and mental health except In Denver. 

• Criminal. 
o Juvenile. 
Appeals on record or de novo. 
Jury trials. 

DENVER PROBATE COURT 
1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
o Exclusive jurlsdlotlon OVf:r all 

probate mat\o;\~~ and In the 
adjudication of the mental health 
hearings. 

DENVER JUVENILE COURT 
3'jufJges 
JJ(lsdlction: 
o Exclue.lve Jurisdiction In adoption, 

paternity, and support. 
o Exclu.~!,.ti jur/stilet/or, In juvenile 

maiters. 

WATER COURT 
District judges serve 
JurIsdiction: 

DENVER SUPERIOR COURT 
1 judge 

o Determination of water rights, 
uses and administration of water, 
and ali other water matters, 

Court of 
record. 

--

-
COUNTY COURT (62) 
103 judges 
Jurlsslctlon: 
• Civil cases under $500 except 

tIIles to or boundary of real 
property. 
Misdemeanors, felony 
preliminaries. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury Irlals. 

t 
Court not 
of rjCOrd. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (197) 
174 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Jurlsdlotion: 
, Civil matters over $500 and under 

$5,000, small claims. 
Appeals on record from Denver County 

Courts. 

Denver 

-

--
t IndIcates rOl1te of appeal. , Munlolpal ordinance violations and traffic • 

. ~--------------------.------



Colorado Supreme Court 
Court of last resort 
7 Justlco8 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

----------~--~-------------------------------
Beginning Flied 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeala: 

Civil "" ......... " ....... X 58 
Criminal .................. X 48 
other appeals: 

Statutory re~,j>N ..... X 1 
X 3 Reopened cases .•••• 

Bail reduction ........ ___ X __ 1. 

Total appeals ............... X 111 

Other caS'Js: 
Original proceeding':'" X 194 

Habeas corpus ...... X 17 
Interlocutorles ••••••• X 32 
Interrogatories ••••••• X 1 

Total ................... X 244 
Requ •• 11 to appeal: 

Petition In certiorari. ~ ---1M 
Total other cases .......... X 

Total caoes ................... 479 

Manner of dIsposItion 
Written opinion •••••••• " 
Without opinion ••••••••• 
Transferred to court 

01 appeals .......... .. 

ColoradO Court 0' Appeals 
Intermediate appellate court 
10 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

442 

553 

Beginning 
pending Flied 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................... X 539 
Criminal .................. X 263 
other appeals: 

Industrial Commission __ X 
~ 

Total eppeals ............... 359 

Other cases: 
Original procoedln~8 .... 
Roquelll to appea ..... 

Total other cases .......... 

Total cases ..................... 359 

Manner of dlspooitlon 
Written opinion ......... . 
Without opinion ••••••••• 
Transferred to 

Supreme Court ....... 

858· 

856 

End 
Disposed pending 

X 
)( 

X 
X ___ X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

~ 
X 

666 

343 
315 

8 

)( 
)( 

X 
X __ X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

__ X 

)( 

366 

Disposed End 
pending 

X 
X 

___ X 

625 

625 

467 
125 

33 

X 
X 

___ X 

592 

592 

Colorado 101 

Boldlace headings Indicate the classltlcations u~ed by the NCSP. 
X - The data lor this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category lor this case type. 

"These case totals ars the flgures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator. Annual StatIstical ROJport of the 
Colorado Judiciary 1974-75, 1975-76 (Dsnver, Colorado: 1976,1977). Statistics are 
Iron'! the "mr,ual report except that totals have been computed, where necessary, 
and additional data have sometimes been supplied during verlfloatlon by the ~tate 
court administrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. • 
X - The data for this case type are known to be Included In the \o\al. Data were 

not available by O8le90ry lor this case type. 

"These case totals are the ligures brought forward for InclUsion In Part I tables. 

Source: Office of the State Court ';"mlnlstr<'lor, Annual StatIstIcal Repert of the 
Colorado Judiciary 1974-75, 1975-76 (Denver, Colorado: 1976, 1977). Slatlstlc., are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed, Where necessary, 
and additional da!.' have sometimes been supplied durlng Verification by the state 
court administrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 
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Colorado Dilitrlct Court­
Court of general Jurldslctlon 
22 districts, 87 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Clvllb: 

Law: 
Money demands ................................... .. 

Aulo lor!: 
Personal Injury-molol' vehicle •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non·aulo lorl: 
Personal Injury-olher •.•••••••••••••• , ••••••••.••• ,. 

Unclas.llJed 1011: 
Property damaga .................................... . 
Wrongful daath ..................................... . 

TolaJ. .................................................. . 
Property rlghl,: 

Real and persCinal property ....................... .. 
Dome.tlc r8lalloni: 

Dlssolullon of marriage ............................ .. 
Legal separation ••••••• ," •• , •• ".,',., ••••• ,.,' ",., 
Invalidity of marriage ............. , ...... " ......... . 
Child oustody ........... , .......... , .. , .. , .......... ' 
Reolprooal Interstate,., .... , ... ,', •• ,"'" , •• ,",.," 
Non·support Interstate ........................ , .... .. 
Mleoellaneous"" .. """, ..... """" ...... "" .. , , 

Total"",.,.,"""",.,.,""',.,.,',.,.,., ••••••••• ,., 
Probala': 

Intestates .. , .. "',.,", .... ,', .. ,',.,", .. , .. ,, ....... 
Testates. to', ••• to I., , ••••••••• ; ,,. I •••••••••••••• t ••• 

Small ostates,., •• ". """'" ".,""""""""",' 
Guardlanshlps" "'" .,. , •• ,.,',.,"',., ••• , ••• , •• ,'" 
COnservatorshlps .... , ... ", .. "", .. ,.", .. " .. , .... . 
Miscellaneous .. "" .. "" .. ", ... " ... ", ... "., ... .. 

TotQle, ••.•••• , ••• " •• ,., •• , •••• " ••• , ••••••• , •••. , •••••• 
Manlal health'; 

Short·term h09pltallzatlon ......... , ................ .. 
Mental Incompetency .......... , ................... .. 
Involuntary oommllment of alool1ollc .•••••••••• , ••••• 
Other ...... " ............................... , ........ . 

Totale., •• , •• " ••• ,', •• ".,.,", •• , ••••••••••.••••••••• ,. 
Allmlnlelratlve: 

Admlnlstrallve reView and local govt. .. ........... . 
Apptllla: 

County court appeals .............................. .. 
Exlrlord!oR ry wrll.'; 

Miscellaneous ••••• , "', •••• ,., ••••• ,., , ••• , •• " ••• ". 

Total civil"', ................ , .... , ........... " ....... , ..... . 

Criminal": 
Felony: 

Criminal'.,., ••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 
Olher criminal: 

Non-offensel .................................. , , • , ... , 
Appeala: 

Munlolpal and counly court appeal's .............. .. 

Total criminal .................................. , ........... . 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• , 
Dependancy ••• , ••••••• , ••••••••• , •• , ••• , ,." •••••••• ,.". 
Children In need 01 lupervlelon ....................... .. 
Other Juvenile: 

RellnqUlsnments" , •• , ••• ,',., '" ,.,." ••• ", •• , ••• ,., 
Adopllons, ... " ........ " .. " .... , ............. ,' ... . 
Paternity and support ....... " ...................... , 
Miscellaneous"., ...... ,', ......... " ....... , ...... .. 

Total"."." ••• ,.,', ..... , ... " •• ,",.,"', .. , •• " •• ,'" 

Total Juvenile •• " ....... " ... ".,,' ""." .... ,"" ....... .. 

Grand total ............. , ....... , ........... , ................. , 

Beginning 
pending 

X 

X 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

22,823 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

10,397d 

X 
X 
X 
X 

313d 

X 

X 

X 
55,704d 

X 

X 

X 

7,4W 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X ___ X ___ 

7,135 

70,299d 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X m The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total, Data were 

nol available by category for this case typ'.), 

-Inoludes data from tho Denver Superior, Juvenile, and Probate Courts. 
bA civil case Is oounted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
'No pending or post·Judgment data \~'~ available for the Denver Probate Court, 

Disposition data for this court Vlere taken from Its annual report, 
"Pending figures do not balanoe due to the Inclusion of Denver Probate Court 

filings and dispositions, 
'includea as miscellaneous cases habeas oorpus, mandamus, and other remedial 

write, Injunotlons, et~, 
~ncludee 22,171 casse pending at the start, 7,390 post-judgment aotlons, 34,251 

disposed, and 29,383 pending all~e end whloh were nol previously displayed In this 
table, These oorrespond to the 34,073 IIIlnga In law, total tort, administrative, 
appeals, and extraordinary writs. I 

"'otal filings al displayed on the Part I tables Inolude j:Qst·judgment aotlons. 
"The unit of oount tor orlmlnal CalleD Is the number of defendants In each 

Intormatlonllndlctment. 
1ncludes as criminal cases telonles and oases flied as felonies but reduced to 

misdemeanors. 
Ancludes as non-offense cases extraditions, revocation, pGroie, and release from 

commitment hearings. -

Flied Post-judgment Dlsposod End 
aotlons flied pending 

19,884 X X X 

1,581 X X X 

961 X X X 

1,218 
113 

X X X 
X X X 

1,331 X X X 

6,329 X X X 

22,009 
428 

X X X 
X X X 

117 X X X 
160 X X X 

4,768 
817 

X X X 
X l( X 

213 X X X 
28,300 3,904 30,439 24,688 

1,378 
3,181 

486 

X X X 
X X X 
X X X 

250 X X X 
560 X X X 
288 X X X 

6.141 227 6,332 10,358d 

1,622 X X X 
244 X X X 
123 X X X 
453 X X X 

2,442 68 2,323 575d 

369 X X X 

63 X X X 

3,555 X X X 

70,956 11,589 73,345 84,904d 

11,032 X X X 

565 X X X 

350 X X X 

11,947 2,622 11,998 H),03l 

6,147 
1,573 

498 

X X X 
X X X 
X X X 

468 X X X 
2,599 
4,069 

707 

X X X 
X X X 
X X X 

7,843 X X X 

16,081 5,737 20,138 8,795 

98,984 19.948 105,481 83,730d 

Source: Office of Ihe State Court Administrator, Annua/ Stllt/stlcat Report of the 
Colorado Judiciary 1974-75 (Denver, Colorado). Judge and Illerk, Denver Probafe 
Court Annual Report 1974·75 (Denver, Colorado). Slatlstics al'l) from the annual 
report exoept that totals have been computed, where necessary, and addltlonc! 
data have sometimes been supplied during verification by the stale oourt 
administrator. 



Colorado Water Court 
7 district JUdg3S serve" 
July 1, 1974-June 31', 1975 -
Civil: 

Beginning 
pending 

Admlnl.trnUvo: 
Water adjudications ........... " ................. ".. X 
Diligence findings .................................... X 
Tabulation protests ..... " ......... " .... " .. " .... " X 
Other •••• ,." .................... " ..... ,............. X 

Total .... " .. " ..... " .................................. 8,462 

Filed 

1,420 
47 
16 

123" 
1,608 

Colorado 103 

,-
Post-Judgment DI,posed End 
actloTlll flied pending 

627 X X 
16 X X 

0 X X 
3- X X 

648 5,046 5,672 

1,608 648 5,046 5,672 Total civil ........... , ...... ,................................ _--:8!.;,4..:.62;:;.-____ ...;,:,.:..:.:. _____ ..;:.;;=--____ =.:.:... ____ --:c:..:..;=--__ 

Grand total ............................................. "..... 8,462 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X a The data for this case type are known to be Included In tho total. Data were 

no! available by category for thfs case type. 

'Data for this court are InclUded with tho general jurisdiction courts since district 
court judges sorve. 

-Includes as other cases filings Involving springs, waste waters, eto. 

1,608 646 5,046 5,672 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, Annual Staflstleal Report of the 
Colorado Judiciary 1974-75 (Denver, Colorado). Also unpublillhed data, Statistics 
arll from the annual report and unpUblished data except that totals have beon 
computedl_where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been 8upplled 
during ver ficatlon by the state court administrator. 

-
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t 
SUPERIOR COURT (9) 
45)udges 
Jurisdiction: 

Connecticut court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
6 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appeais from appellate session of SUperior Court 
upon certification . 

• Appeals as a matter of right from decisions of 
Superior and Common Pieas Courts (except 
zoning which must be certified by two justices). 

• Civil law and equity over $7,500 (exclusive over 
$15,000), divorce. 

• Criminal (exclusive jurisdiction If sentence 
greater than 5 years). 

Appeals de novo from Probate Court. 
Appeals on record from Juven11e Court. ' 
Appellate Sesslfln hears appeals from Court of 
Common Pleas. 

Jury trials. 

j 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (19) 
61 judges 

.. Jurisdiction: .... ~I-------------f . Civil law and equity under $15,000 . 
• Criminal cases with possible fine less than 
$1,000 and/or sentence less than 1 year. 

t 
JUVENILE COURT (3) 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive jurisdiction In matters of juvenile 
delinquency, dependency, and neglect. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Jury trials. 

PROBATE COURT (129) 
129 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original civil jurisdiction In probate matters. 



Connecticut Supreme Court 
Court of last resort 
6 Justices 
October 197"::':September 1975 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

Cases: 
AppUII: 

Criminal .................. N/A N/A 40 N/A 
Civil: 

Contracts ............ N/A N/A 12 N/A 
EqUity ................ N/A N/A 29 N/A 
Negligence ••••••••••• N/A N/A 23 N/A 
Other torts ........... N/A N/A 2 N/A 
Construction of wills. N/A N/A 4 N/A 

OIOGr apr,eals ............ N/A N/A 43 N/A 
Ap~eals rom admlnlstra-

t ve agencies .......... N/A N/A __ 4_5 ~ 
Total appeals ............... -rvA --wA 198 N/A 

Other cases: 
OrIginal proceedings ••.• 
Requesle to appeal: 

Petitions for 
certification •••••••• --..-lli8 ~ 44 ~ 

Total other cases .......... N/A N/A --4-4 N/A 

Total cases· .................... N/A N/A 242 N/A 

Olher proceedings: 
Other maHers: 

Motions .................. N/A N/A 382 N/A 
Reservations ............. N/A N/A 5 N/A 

Total ........................ --..-lli8 ~ .--.M _ N/A 

Total other proceedings ....... N/A N/A 387 N/A 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ................. 140 
Reversed ................ 21 
Reversed and reo 

manded ............... 37 

Connecticut Superior Court" 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
9 courts, 45 judges 
1914-1915 

Beginning 
pending 

Civil": 
Comeatlc hllatlona: 

Family docket ... 
Other civil: 

13.551 

Non·famlly docket ......... 18,409 
Appeal.: 

Appellale session' ........ __ 0_ 

Total civil ........................ 31,960 

Crlmlnald; 

Other criminal: 
Criminal calegorles· ....... 2,202' 

Total criminal ••••••.••.•••••••••• 2,202 

Grand total ......................... 34,162 

Tria" 
Jury Non-jury Total 

Civil ............ 4Q6 1,377 1,783 
Criminal •••••••• 38 101 139 

Total ......... 444· 1,478 1,922 

Flied Disposed End 
pending 

15,374 15,461 13,464 

9,629 6,655 19,383 

--...:!.& __ 4_1 _ ~ 
25,176 24,157 32,979 

4,941' ~ 3.370' 
4,941 3.773 3,370 

30,117 27,930 34,349 

Criminal dlsposltlcns 

Dismissed. quashed. 32 
Nolled, withdrawn, 

transferred ........ 810 
Acquitted.. .. .. ... .. • 55 
Total convictions .... 2,876 

Guilty pleas ... " .. 2,192 
Trial convictions.. 54 

Connecticut 105 

Boldface headings Indicate the classillcatlons used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = No! enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N I A = this case typ::> Is handled by the court, but the data are unavallable. 

'Thase case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report Qf the Judicial 
Department 1974-76 Biennium (Hartlord, Connecticut: 1977). Statistics ale from Ihe 
biennial report except Ihat totals have been computed, where neceseary, and 
additional data have sometimes been supplied dUring verification by the Iltate court 
admInistrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 

Boldtace headings Indicate the classilications used by Ihe NCSP. 

'The civil dale are for the period September 1, 1974-Augusl 31, 1975. The 
criminal data are for the fiscal year Jul)' 1, 1974-June 30, 1975. 

bAclvll case was counted with the filing of B petition or complaint. 
<The appellate session was establlshad on December 31, 1974. The appeals 

handled are bOth civil and criminal. 
<The criminal unit of count Is the number of defendants on each Informa-

tlonllndlctment. 
'Felonlos and serious misdemeanors are Included in the criminal catego/les. 
'Dala obtained from unpublished report. 
QA Jury trial Is counted when tho Jury Is sworn; a non·Jury Irlal when Ihe first 

witness Is sworn. 

Source: Chief Court Administrator, Judicial Department, Report of the Judicial 
Department 1974-76 Biennium (Hartford, Connecticut:1977). Also unpublished data. 
Stallstlcs are from the annual report and unpublished data except that t(ltals have 
boen computed, where necessary. and additional data Itava sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the sl~t;,l court administrator. 

.. __ .. __ .. ________ .... ____ .. ____ .. __ .. ______ .. __ u. ...... .a __ ~ .. ______________ ........ __ ~a. __ .. __ ...... __ ruw-
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Solected cllse categories-limited Jurisdiction courts 

Connecticut Court or Common Pleas 
19 courts, 61 judges 
September 1, 1974-August 31, 1975 

Beginning Flied 
pending 

DomllUc rel.llonl: 

End 
Disposed pending 

Family (paternity) ........... .. __ 1~ ___ 9 ___ 5 --1& 

Total domestic relations ....... . 18 9 5 22 

Connect/cut Juvenile Court 
3 courts, 6 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning Referrals Referrals End 
pending filed disposed pending 

Juver.llo: 
Delinquency . ................. 
Dependency: 

Neglect ................... 

Total luvenlle ................... 

Connecticut Probata Court 
129 courts, 129 judges 

N/A 15,066 

--.!:l.lA --lllil 
N/A 15.985 

July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

8eglnnlng Flied 
pending 

DomeeUc rei III ani: 
Adoptions and terminations •• N/A 3,297 
Marrlallos ..................... --.!:l.lA ~ 

Total domestic relations ........ N/A 4,292 

Probate; 
Decedent·s eatate ............ N/A 37,099 
Guardianship ................. N/A 2,431 
Trustees ...................... -t:!LA ~ 

Total probate ••••••••••••••••••• N/A 45,676 

Mlnt.1 h.allh: 

13,978 N/A 

--l!Zl! --.!:l.lA 
14.956 N/A 

-
End 

Disposed pending 

N/A N/A 
---l:l.l.e! -t:!LA 

NfA N/A 

N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

--.!:l.lA -1'Jl..h. 
N/A N/A 

Commitments ................. N/A 1,869 N/A NfA 
Conservators.. • ...... .... .... ---l:l.l.e! ~ ---l:l.l.e! -t:!LA 

Total mental health............. N/A 5,911 NfA N/A 
Boldface headings Indlcato tho classifications used by tho NCSP. 
NI A .. This cas!! type I~ handled by tho court, but the data are unavailable. 

Source: Chief Court Adrr.ln~rator. Judicial Department, Report of the JudiCial 
Department 1974-76 BI"llillUm (Hartford, Conntc~cut: 1977). Statistics ara from the 
biennium report ",cepi that totals have been co,nputed, where nec&ssary, and 
additional dal:, r.tlVo sometimes been supplied du' ';Q verification by the state court 
administrator. 
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Delaware 107 

Delaware cour't system, 1975 

COURT OF CHANCERY (3) 
3 judges 
Jurlsdl.;tlon: 
• Er.~'<lillvlil Jurisdiction over all equity 

cases, Corporate cases, real property 
disputes, commercial mailers, 
contractual matters, guardlanshlps, 
trusts, estates. 

No jury trials, 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (3) 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $2,500, 
• Misdemeanors except drugs outside 

Wilmington. Criminal Jurisdiction varies 
No jury trials In New castle. 
Jury trials In Kent and Sussex. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE (15) 
53 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $1,500. 
• Minor misdemeanors, motor vehicle 

cases (except felonies). Committing 
magistrate In all but Wilmington. 

Jury trials In landlord/tenant cases only. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
3 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate Jurisdiction, 

, 

SUPERIOR COURT (3) 
11·judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original civil Jurisdiction, Exclusive 

Jurisdiction over adoptions and 
termlnatlon of parental rights. Divorces. 

• Original criminal jurlsdlctlon. 
Appeals de novo and on record, 
Jury trials. 

-

.. 

ALDERMAN'S COURT (14) 
20 aldermen 
Jurisdiction: 
• Mlnol' civil actions In some courts • 
• Minor misdemeanors. Municipal 

ordinance Violations. Commltllnl} 
magistrate In some courts. 

No jury trials, 

FAMIL Y COURT (3) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
-'uppor!. 

I oJ(o,'!rl i!orrupuo/,,'o °.f.:'~or;'1p.II"';""'~'v f'rlmes 
iEix~i~dlng felci~'(~si:" ,.' A , 

• Dependency, neglect
l 
delinquency. 

JUvenile traffic vlolat OilS. 

No jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (1) 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Misdemeanor, traffic, municipal 

ordinance violations, preliminary 
hearings. 

No jury trials. 
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Delaware Supreme Court 
Court of last resort 
3 Justices 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning Flied 
pending 

Cases: 

End 
Disposed pending 

ApPilall: 
Civil .................... . 124 213 198 139 
CrlmIMI ................ .. 62 -1,gQ 88 94 

~ 333 --m--m Total appeals· ............ .. 
Other cases: 

Original procHdlnga .. .. 
Request. \0 appeal .... . 

Total other casos ........ .. 

Total cases' .................. .. 

Delaware Superior Court 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
3 counties, 11 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

186 333 286 233 

Beginning Flied 
pending 

End 
Disposed pending 

Civil': 
DomolUc relatlonl: 

Adoption ................. 138 
Termination 01 parental 

38 rights .................. 
Total ....................... 176 

Other civil: 
Olvll· ........................ ~ 

Total civil ....................... 4,307 

Crlmlnald: 

Total criminal· .................. 1,734--
Grand lotal ........................ 6,041 

Trlar 
JUlY Non·julY To/al 

Criminal. ...... 313 62 375 

Delaware Court oi Chancery 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
3 counties, 3 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

277 293 125 

81 72 44 
358 365 169 

6.815' -1.ill... ~ 
7,1730 4,878 6,602 

4,087· 3.807- 2.014" 

11.260 8,685 8,616 

Criminal dispositions 

Nolle prosse ......... 3,568" 
Guilty plea .......... 1 ,826" 
Trial conviction...... 274 
Acquittal.. ..... ..... • 85 

Beginning Fllad 
pondlng 

End 
Disposed pending 

Civil: 
Probate: 

Estates ....................... 2,874' 1,599" 1,326· 3,147· 
Guardians lor minora ........ 1,051 134 176" 1,009" 
Guardians for Infirm .......... 439 104 24 519 
Trusts ........................ 1,853 97 81 1.869 
Other metlerli' ................ 244 123 105 262 

Total ............................ 6,461 
Menial Hoallh: 

2,057 1,712" 6,806" 

Trustaes for montally 
III ........................... 151 7 7 151 

Other civil: 
Cases· ....................... ...ML 386' ~ ~ 

Tolal civil .......................... 7.310 2,450 2,173 7,587 

Grand total ........................... 7,310 2,450 2,173 7,587 

Selected case categorieS-limited Jurisdiction courts 

Delaware Family Court 
3 counties, 11 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 
There were no data available by calegory for j!.lvenllo ease~ handled In the Family 
Court. Total caseflow Is available. 

.. ......... 

Boldface headings Indicate the classlflcallons used by the NCSP. 
Blank space ... Nol enough Informallon Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 

'These case tolals are the figures broughl forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
OClvll or crlrnlnal appeals were the only ma\ters reported by the court. 

Source: Dlreclor, Administrative OHlco of the Courts, 1975, 1976 Report of the 
Do/aware JudlclalY (WIllmlngton, Delaware: 1975, 1976). Dala reported quarterly; 
calendar 1975 was computed from the two fiscal year reports. Addilional dala have 
somellmas been supplied during verilication by Ihe slate court admlnlstralor or Ihe 
clerk 01 the appeals court. 

Boldface headings Indlcale the classilications used by the NCSP. 

'A civil case Is counted with tho filing of a petition or complalnl. 
.These civil cases Include (' ,Implalnts, divorces, mechanics liens. mortgages, 

appeals, and miscellaneous civil cases. 
"These flgu. a~ revised by a 1976 state aUdit. • 
"The criminal unit of count Is Ihe number of defendanls brought before Superior 

Oourt by Indictment, Information, transfer, or appeal. 
'These Include felonies, misdemeanors, and appeals. 
'A Jury Irlal Is counled whon the jury Is sworn; a non·Jury trial when thera Is an 

opening statement or Ihe Introduction of any evidence. A trial Is a trIal, whether II 
has one defendant or multiple defendants. 

"The unit of count for these dispOSitions Is the charge. 

Source: Dlreclor, Admlnlstrallve OHlce of the Courts, 1975, 1976 Roport of the 
Delaware JudlclalY (WIlmlnglon, Delaware: 1975, 1976). Statistics are from the 
annual reports excepl thai lolals have been computed, where necessary, and 
addlUonal data have sometimes been supplied during verilleation by the &late court 
administrator. 

Boldface headings Indicate the classilications used by the NCSP. 

'Beglnnlng pending computed from filings, dispositions, and end pendlngs. 
"Thoso data elemenls oblalned from the 1976 annual roport. 
"Those are figures revised by a 1976 state audll. 
dOMes Include corporate cases, aqulty, real property disputes (bc~ndary and 

tltlo), commercial mattera, contractual mattera, Delaware's "Sunshine Law," etc. 
Oorporate mattors take up the bulk of lime. 

'The!lO are ligures revised by a 1977 stale audit. 

Sourc.,: Olroctor, Admlnlstrallve Office of Ihe Courts. 1975, 1976 Report of the 
De/llwa,:! ./OIdlelalY (Wilmington, Delaware: 1975, 1976). Statistics aro from Ihe 
Bnnual reports excI'P1 Ihat totals have been computod, w~.ere necessary, and 
additional dala have sometimes been supplied during verilication by tho state court 
admlnlslralor. 



DJlltrlc;t of Columbia 109 • 

District of Columbia court system, 1975 

+ Indicates route ot appeal. 

COURT .OF APPEALS 
9 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appeals from the Superior '::ourt and 
certain District of Oolumbia agencies. 

SUPERIOR COURT 
44 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Unlimited civil jurisdiction. 

Family: domestic relations, mental 
health, Intrafamlly and neglect, 
probate. 

• Felony, misdemeanor, traffic, 
ordinance violations. 

• Family: juvenile. 
Jury trials. 
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District 0' Columbia Court of Appeals 
Court 0' lost resort 
9 Justices 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

.. 
Beginning 
pending Flied 

COSOS! 
Appea'.!>; 

X Civil .......................... 380· 
Criminal ...................... X 70S" 
Agency appeals .............. _X_ ~ 

Total appeals ................... X 1,221" 
Othor caoos! 

or'~ln.1 proceeding.: 
o sclpllnary ••• " ••••••••.•• , X 44 

Reque.t. to appeal ......... -2L -2L 
Total other cases .............. N/A 44 

Total cases' ....................... 92'1· 1,265 

Other ~roceedlngs: 
o er mattor.: 

Procedural motions •••••••••• N/A 5,335 
Substantlvo motions •••••.•••• N/A 1,321 

Total ........................... .l:!LtL. 6,656 
Total, other proceedings ........... N/A 6,656 

Manner 01 disposition 
Written opinion...... 247 
Dismissal/Judgment. 494 
By ordor .... ....... • 379 

Dleposed 

X 
X __ X _ 

1,120" 

44 
(b) 

-44-

1,164 

1;,335 
1,321 
!l.&EL-
6,656 

End 
pending 

X 
X _ X_ 
X 

X 
(b) 

NiA 
1,027· 

N/A 
N/A 

.l:lLL-
N/A 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space " Not enough Information Is known. The caso category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/A .. This case type Is handled by tho court, but the data Bro unavailable. 
X '" The data lor this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this case type. 

'These case totals are the figures brought lorward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"Numbers reported as appeala Include appeals and petitions for rovlew. 
"Total pending cases were estlmatod from bar graphs presented In annual report. 

Source: Joint Committee and Executive Officer, 1976 Annual Report (Washington, 
D. 0.). Tlmo to disposition Of esse data are available. Statistics are from the annunl 
repM except that totals hnve beon computed, where nocesoory, and additional 
data have som6t1mes been supplied during verification by tho stato court 
administrator or the clerk 01 the appeals court. 



1:il!lItrlct of Columbia Superior Court­
Court of general Jurisdiction 
1 court, 44 Judges 
January 1, 1975-Decf!mber 31, 1~15 

Clvlib; 
I.IIw: 

:L( 

Civil jury< .. , ................ ' ..... , .......... , ..................... . 
Civil non-jury .................................. , ............ , ..... .. 

Tot~I ............................................................... .. 
Smell clalml ...................... ' .................................. . 
Property rlghll: 

Landlord and tensnta ............... ............................. . 
Pomesllc r.lallona: 

Divorced .......................................................... . 
Adoption' ........................................................ ' 
Pllternlty· ....................................... , ......... , .... " ... 
Support· •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,.,., ••• '., •• ,.,., ••.•.••••• , ••••• 
ReCiprocal supportd ................................... , ........... . 
IntrnfamllY" ............... ,., .... ,' .......... , ............. , ...... .. 

Totol .................... , ............ , ... ,', ..... , ..... , ... , ..•• , •• , •• 
Probat.: 

Decedents' ostatos', •••••••••.•••••••••••• , ••••.•••• " ••.• " ••••• ,. 
Minors' ostates·, ••••• " ........... ,., ................. ,' , ......... ' 

TotaL .................... ' ....... , ............... , ................ ' .. 
"'.nlal health: 

Judh:lal pe\lUonsd ............... , ......... " .............. , ..... , •• 
AdmlnlalraUve: 

Civil lax ... , ......... , ...... , ••••• , ............ , ........ , .......... . 
Criminal tax ............. , ... , ................................... , .• 

Total ...................... , .••.•••••.• , •.••• , ••.••••••..••••.••••••• '. 
Other cMI: 

AUditor-Master Division ... , ...... ,., .......... , , ....... , ........ .. 
Extrlordlnary wrlla: 

Habeas corpusd ............................ ,., ... ,' ... ,., ......... . 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••• ' ••• ' , •••••••.•••••••..•• "" ••••••••••• , •• 
CrimInal': 

~'~~mii'rior::::::::: ::::::::::::::::' .::: . :.: , : ::::::::::::: :::::::::: 
Tramo: 

Major triable tralflo ' ........... , .................................. . 
Other traHlo ....................................................... . 

TOlal ................................................................. . 
Prellmlnlry hlarlng" ............... , ........................... , , ..... . 
Other criminal: 

Malar trlable D. C. cases ....................... ,.... • .......... . 
Other District of Columbia casos ................................ .. 

Total ............. , ...... , ........... , ................................ . 
Exlrlotdln.1Y wrlll: 

SpeCial opera\lonsT ....................................... . 

Total criminal •• , ••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• ', ••••.• 
Juvenile: 

o.lInqulncY" •••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••..•.••••• , •• 
Depend,ncy: 

Neglectd •••••••••••••••••••••.•••.••••• '" '." ••••••••••••••• , •••• ,. 
Chlldr.o In n"d 01 lupervlalon: 

Persons In need 01 SUp\\lVlslon"" .............................. " • 

Total juv~nlle ••••••••••• , •••••••••• , '" •••••••••.••••••• '....... •• •••• • •• 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• , •••••• ' •••••• , •••••••••••••.••• ' •• ,. , 

Criminal ....... 

Jury 

1.095 

Tria' 
Non-Jury 

1.724 

Boldlace headlngslndlcale Iho classlficallons used by tho NCSP. 
NI A .. This case type Is handled by the court, but the data Bro unavnflablo. 

Totlll 

2.819 

-Dala are displayed according to case typos, nol court divisions as thoy oxlot in 
the Superior Court, 

"Clvillury and non-Iury cnsea me counted When 1M,), nre placed 00 Iho caloo(lar. 
"These CIlSllS l1andfed by Civil Division, 
"These cases handled by Family Division. 
"Those cases handled by Probate Division. 
'Those cases handled by Tax Division. 
;Includes an upward I1dlustment 0116 c(\ses by tho court tn the number 01 pending 

eases for habeas corpus cases, 
"Does nol Include estate cases iI) tha disposition or pl1ndlng dOlO. Estate cases 

lire Included In the Illing figures. 
'These calles handle<! by Criminal Division 'rhe criminal unit 01 count Is tho 

number 01 defendanlaon each Info(maUon/lndlclmenl or complaint, 
/Special operations Include fugltlve-lrom-Justice complaints. writs 01 habeas 

corpu$. out-ot·state wltnesse" and Show-cause-of-contompt procoedlngs. 
"These data elements obtained from Annua/ Juvenll& Statist/ell! Roport, 
'A jUry trial Is counted If It IS trfed to verdict; a non-Iury trial If II Is tried to deCision. 

District of Columbia 111 

... 
Boglnnlng 
pending Flied Disposed End 

pending 

2.&83 3,786 3.336 3,113 
756 1,315 1.499 574 

3,421 5,101 4,835 3,687 
2,127 34,430 34,602 1,955 

198 120,608 120,362 444 

3'~6 4,11;5 3.789 3,963 
387 439 168 

278 293 212 !lS9 
621 378 415 0584 
768 9119 722 975 
489 795 792 492 

5,973 5,937 6.369 6,541 

N/A 2,430 N/A NlA 
N/A 177 N/A N/A 
N/A 2,607 N/A N/A 

78 593 GOl i'O 

79 83 59 103 a 84 36 2B 
79 147 95 131 

373 1,512 1,569 296 

10 24 25 25g 

12,259' 171,95G 168,478h 13,149Q/1 

1,401 
1,497 

4.922 
14,583 

4.315 
12,761 

2,008 
3,299 

413 3,43\\ 2.702 1,209 
1,858 73,461 72,041 3,078 
2,131 76,699 74,743 4,267 

161 9,3,~7 9,245 243 

20 39 41 12 
174 3,115 3,084 225 
194 3,154 3,111 237 

57 j,93! 1,949 45 

5,441 110,822 106,144 10,119 

1,267 6,608 6,25r l,6Hl 

216 544 541 221 

192 604 8t? 19~ 

1,617 7.756 7,410 1,963 

19,317h 290,537 282,032h 25,231Q/1 

Criminal dispositions 

DlsmlMed .............. 3,187 
Nolle prosequi ......... 13,774 
No ~apor ............... 10,447 
Gull plea ............. 11,331 

Source: Joint Committee and Executive Ofllcer, 1976Annual Report(WashlngtQn, 
D, C.). Superior Court of the Dletrlet ot Columbia, Annual Jwenlle Statistical Heport\ 
Calendar Year 1975 (Washington, D. C'l' Slatlstlcs are computed from thl! annua 
report and Annl'lll Juvenile Statlstlea Rllport, except that totals have been 
eamPUled

r 
whern nec8$Saty. and additional data have some\lm&ll been supplied 

during ver t!catlon by the statll court administrator. 

------------------------------------.. ----------------------.. ----------.. ,~,~--------------~------~-
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Constltlitlonal questl"n. 
Death penalty. 
Bond validation. 

MUNIC!PAL COURT (~OS) 
Jurisdiction: 
-Municipal ordinance violations. 
No jury trl~ls. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

-

Florida Ctourt system, 1975 

~-----------------------------~ 
SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and crlmlnlal appeals and writs of certiorari 
from lower courts, agencies, and commissions. 

- Direct appeals on constitutional questions, death 
penalty, bond va!ldatlon, and cases of great 
public Intere!'~. 

DISTRICT COURTS OF APPEAL (4) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil and criminal appeals and writs of certiorari 

from Circuit Courts, agencies, and commissions . 

.... ---------r--.,.,------.... 

CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
272 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Actions allaw over $2,500. Domestic relations, 
probate, guardianship, mental health, squill'. 

- Exclusive felony Jurisdiction. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo or on record. 
Jury trials. 

I COUNTY COURT (67) 
164 judges 

, Jurisdiction: 
• Actions at law under $2,500, small claims . 
• Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 



i'I'.l~!'ld~ Supreme Court 
C~;md of last resort 
7 JUIU~r, 
January 1, i975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pendinG! 

Cases: 

Flied 

Appeal, ...................... N/A -ill 
-wA Total appeals" ............. 247 

Other caMS: 
Original proceedlnga: 

Habeas corpus ...... N/A 180 
Mandamus •• , ........ N/A 53 
Prohibition .. , ........ N/A 19 
Florida bar 

(disciplinary). , ••••• N/A i05 
Certified questions ••• N/A 5 

Tolal ................... N/A 362 
Requ •• " to appeal: 

Writs of certiorari 
from DCA .......... N/A 1,009 

Circuit anurts ........ N/A 7 
InduDlrl"l rela-

tloM !.lom· 
mISlllon ............. 

Puhllo service 
N/A 183 

commission, •••••• , • N/A 38 
Total ................... N/A 1.237 

Total other caBes .......... -wA 1.559 

Total cases' .................... N/A 1.846 

Other proceedings: 
Rehe.rlng requil'&t ••••••••••• 
Otller matte,.,,; 

66 363 

Board of bar examiners , N/A 57 
other ..................... 44 

Total ........................ ~ --1Ql 
Total olher proceedings ........ N/A 464 

Manner of' disposition 
Written opinion ......... . 
Per curiam ............ .. 
Disposition by order 
Rehearings ............ .. 

Disposed EOnd 
pending 

-..1ZQ 
170 

156 
40 
17 

97 
6 

316 

732 
5 

206 

25 
~ 

1.284 

1,454 

365 

60 
44 

---.:!M 
469 

171 
116 

1,271 
365 

-MLA 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

N/A 

NIN 

64 

N/A 
N/A 

-MLA 
N/Ao 

Florida 113 

Boldlace headings Indicate the classl:lcatlons used by the NCSP. 
N/A = This case type Is handled by the court. but the data lire unavailable. 

-These case tolals are the figures brought fOlWBrd for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
bBoard of Bar EXaminers (bar admission matters) and olher matters wale reported 

as orfglnal p~lng. but ware shifted to othElr proceedings for comparability 
with other profiles. 

"Florida reported 1,233 matters pending at year end; however. Ihey were not 
Identified DS elthor cases or oth'!>tproceedlngs. 

Source: State Court Administrator, Judicial System Statistical Report 1975 
(Tallahassee. Florida). Origin of case data Is available. Stallstlcs are from annual 
report except that totals have been computed. where neces.qary. and addilional 
data have sometimes been supplied dUling verlflcalicn by the slale court 
admlnlslrator or the clerk of the appeals court. ________________ ~ __________________________________________________ a. _______ , _____ , ____________ __ 

Florida District Courts of Appeal 
Intermediate appellate court 
4 districts, 2Q Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beglnnlna 
pending Flied 

Cases: 
Appeal,,: ...................... N/A 6,960 

Total appeals ....... " ... ". -wA 6.960 
Other cases: 

Original proceedings .... N/A 528 
Requ,," to appeal: 

Certiorari ............. N/A .-..m 
-wA Total other casas .......... 889 

Total cases' .................... N/A 7.849 

other proceedings: 
283 1.319 Rehearing requ •• b .......... 

Oth.r mitt,,. ................ _T:iLA ~ 
Total other proceedings ........ N/A 

---M~nnllr of disposition 

Written opinion •••••••••• 
Per curiam ............ .. 
Rehearings ............. . 
Olsmlssal/wllhdrawal 
Other ................... . 

1.367 

, 
Disposed End 

pending 

6,219 
6.219 

392 

-ill 
667 

6.686 

1.233 __ 2q 

1.253 

1,362 
2.834 
1.233 
1.104 
1.606 

---1liA 
N/A 

N/A 

---1liA 
N/A 

NIN 

369 
--..!iffi 

N/Ao 
Boldface headings Indicate the class!f!catlons used by the NCSP. 
NI A - this case type Is handled by Ihe court. but the data are unaVailable. 

"These case totals aro the flgures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"Florida reported 5,487 matters pondlng at yeat endj however, thoy WOre not 

Identified aa cases or other mattera. ' 

Source: State Court Administrator. Judicial System Statistical Report 1975 
(Tallahassee, Florida). Statistics are from tho annual report except Il1l1t totals have 
been compuled. where necessary. and additional data have sometimes baen 
supplied during veril!catlon by tM state court administrator or the clerk 01 the 
appeals court. ' ________________________________ ~~ __________ _a __________ ~ ________________________________ ~ 

I 
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Florida Circuit Court· 
Court 0' general Jurisdiction 
20 cirCUits, 272 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Civil': 
Aulo tort .••.••••••••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.••••• 
Non-auto tort .......................................................... . 
Contrllct: 

Contract and Indebtedness ••.••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 
Property rights: 

Emfnent domain .................................................. .. 
Landlord and tenant ••••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••• 
Mortgage foreclosures........ . •••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
Real property ..................................................... . 
Replevin-lien-foreclosure •••••••••••••••.••.••••••••••••••••.••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oom .. Uc rollliionl: 

DissolUtion and annulmenl ....................................... .. 
support and custody ............................................. . 
Adoption ......................................................... .. 

Total ................................................................. . 
Probate: 

Probate .......................................................... .. 
Guardianship ••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Truets ............................................................ .. 
Other probate .................................................... .. 

Total ................................................................ .. 
Mental health ........................................................ .. 
Admlnlltrallve: 

Bond validation •••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Tax litigation..................................................... • 

Total ................................................................ .. 
Other civil: 

Other complaints .................................................. . 
Other petillons •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tolal .................................................................. . 
Appeall: 

Appeals-:ertlorarl ............................................... .. 
Extraordinary writ.: 

Habeas corpus ••.•••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••.•.•••• 

Tolal civil ................. , .............................................. . 

Crlmlnald; 

Felony: 
Criminal calegorles ............................................... . 

Appeall ............................................................... . 

Total criminal ........................................................... .. 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency •••••••••••.••• , .•••••.•••.••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 

D·peDne~~~o;r~ncy ••• , ••••••• , ••••••••••• " •••.•••.• , .••••••..•••••••••••• 
Oependency change or modlflcallon ............................. . 
Termlnale dependency ........................................... .. 

Total ................................................................ .. 
Children In need of lupervillon ..................................... . 
iiiiii. jli •• nlli: 

Vlolatlon of Ot modify probation ................................. .. 
Violation of or modify supervision ............................... .. 
Tormlnate probation ............................................. .. 
Termlnale supervision ••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.• 
Othor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 

10tal. ................................................................ . 

Total juvenile ........................................................... .. 

Grand tolal ................................................................ .. 

Trial< 
Jury Non-Jury 

Civil ........... 1,818 44.655 
Criminal ....... 4,361 2,094 

Total ........ 6,179 46,749 

Boldface headings Indlcale the classilications used by the NCSP. 

Total 

46,473 
6,455 

52,928 

X - The data for Ihls case type are known to be Included In the tolal. Dala were 
not available by category for Ihls case type. 

'Dala were obtained from unpub"sh~d reports that updated the annual report. 
Total figures, fll:ngs by category, trial dala, and dlspoeltlon types are available In the 
annual report. 

"tooludes both (lflglnal and supplemental IIlIngs. Dloposltons are for both types 01 
filings. 

eA civil c08/lls cou"ted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
ItJ'he criminal unit of count Is the number of defendanls on each Intorma­

lIonllndlctment Qr complaint. 
'A jury trial Is counled when the JUry Is sworn: a non-jury Irlal when Ihere 10 an 

opening statemenl or Ihe Introduction of any evidence. 

Beginning Flied" Dlsposedb End 
pending pending 

X 17,794 15,047 X 
X 7,085 5,429 X 

X 34,303 28,300 X 

X 288 322 X 
X 328 706 X 
X 17,606 13,948 X 
X 3,684 3,051 X 
X 2,378 1,754 X 
X 24,284 19,781 X 

X 80,674 81,701 X 
X 20,025 12,036 X 
X 6,230 4,075 X 
X 105,929 97,812 X 

X 28,853 31,220 X 
X 3,609 666 X 
X 2,~63 734 X 
)( 3,126 2,262 X 
X 38,450 34,882 X 
)( 11,2\19 13,427 X 

X 154 338 X 
X 216 160 X 
X 370 498 X 

X 8,579 6,666 X 
X 4,251 4,618 X 
X 12,830 11,284 X 

X 933 677 X 

X 671 788 X 
203,633 254,148 227,925 229,856 

42,421 82,069 72,393 52,097 
42 153 50 145 

42,463 82,222 72,443 52,242 

X 35,665 32,029 X 

X 10,677 9,399 X 
X 2,239 1,949 X 
X 325 309 X 
X 13,241 11,657 X 
X 2,574 2,794 X 

X 2,544 2,378 X 
X 480 553 X 
X 5,127 5,024 X 
X 1,405 1,387 X 
X 1,775 1,493 X 
X 11,331 10,835 X 

15,271 62,811 57,315 20,767 

261,367 399,181 357,683 302,865 

C;:rlmlnal dispositions 

Dismissal ..................... 2.849 
Nolle fcr Jsse ................. 11,965 
No In ormation ............... 6,872 
Acquittal ...................... 1,392 
GUilty pleas .................. 33,358 
Trial convictions ............. 2,570 
Total convictions ............. 36,284 

Source: State Court Administrator, Judicial S}'3tem Stat/sllosl Report 1975 
(Tallahassee, Florida). Also unpublished daia. Stallsllce are from the annual report 
and unpublished dala except thallolals have been compute:!, where neceesary, and 
additional data have sometimes been supplied during verlflcaUon by the elats court 
admlnlslrator. 



Capital felonies. 
Constitutional Issue. 
Tltie of land. 
Wills, equity, divorce. 

COUNTY 
'COURT (2) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Misdemeanors. 
Jury trials. 

t 
JUSTICE OF 
THE P~ACE 
;::1700 Judgeships 
Jurisdiction: 
• Contracts or tort under 

$200. 
• Issue warrants and act 

as Court of InqUiry. 

Georgia court system, 1975 
SUPREME COURT 
7 Justices 

.Jurlsdlctlon: 
• Appellate Jur.lsdlctlon over casos of constitutional 

Issue, title to land, validity of and construction 
of wills habeas corpus, extraordinary remedies, 
convictions of capital felonies, equity, divorce, 
alimony. 

• Certified questions and certiorari from Court of 
Appeals. 

COURT OF APPEALS (i) 
9 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appellate lurlsdlctlon over lower courts 

In which the Supreme Court has no 
Jurisdiction. 

t • 
SUPERIOR COURT (42) 
88 judges 
'Jurisdiction: 
• Law, equity, divorce. 
• Felony, misdemeanor, felony 

preJimlnaries. 
• Juvenile (If no Juvenile court). 
Jury irlals. 

, 

JUVENILE 
COURT (35) 
35 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

STATE COURT (65) 
73 judges 

• Dependent, neglected, 
delinquent juveniles. 

f 
SMALL CLAIMS 
COURT (37) 
37 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under 

$500 (varies to $1,000). 
• Committing magistrate, 

Issues criminal 
warrants. 

Jury trials. 

_._------' 

Jurisdiction: 
• Civil law cases. 
• Misdemeanors, felony 

preliminaries. 
Jury trials. 

I I 

MAGISTRATE'S 
COURT (2) 
2 magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil law and landlord· 

tenant under $1,000 In 
Clarke County. 

. Felony preliminaries, 
misdemeanor guilty 
pleas. 

Jury trials In Clarke 
County. 

PROBATE COURTS (159) 
159 judges 

No Jury irlals In Glynn 
County. 

Jurisdiction: 

Georgia 115 

MUNICIPAL 
COURT (5) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil law and landlord· 

tenant cases (amount 
varies). 

• Misdemeanors and 
grel!mlnary hearings In 
2 courls. 

Jury trials In civil cases. 

'" 

• Exclusive probate Jurisdiction. 
• Violations of Georgia State Highway 

Patrol Act of 1937. Violations of 
State's Game and Fish laws (If no 
state or county court). 

RECORDER'S COURT (72), MAYOR'S COURT (41), 
MUNICIPAL COURT (13), CITY COURT (8), 
POLICE COURT (1) 

No lurv trials. Jurisdiction: 
• Ordinance vjolations, traffic, felony prelim!narles. • t Indicates route of appeal. No jury trials. 

----,------------------------------~ 
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Georgia Supreme Court 
Court of last resort 
7 Jus"lces 
January 1, 1975-Decemt.er 31, 1S175 

Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil ...................... N/A 
Criminal .................. N/A 

Flllld 

652 
226 

Other appeals ............ ~ __ 1_1 

Total appeals ............... N/A 889 
Other cases! 

Orlgtnat proceedings: 
Requel'- to appeal: 

Applications for 
certiorari ........... N/A 288 

AP~"cations 
( abeas corpus) ... N/A i06 

Application for 
N/A 30 Interlocutory appeal 

Total ................... ~ -.ill 
TO,!,1 other cases .......... N/A 

Total cases' .................... N/A 

Manner o( Disposition 
Written opinion •••••• 
Transfer ............ . 

Georgia Court of Appeals 
Intermediate appellate court 
9 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

424 

1,313 

Disposed End 
pending 

X 
X ___ X 

893 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
~ 

745 
48 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
---l!LA 

N/A 

N/A 

The Georgia Court of Appeals did not provide any data for 1975. 

Georgia Superior Court 
Court of aenerai Jurisdiction 
42 circuits, 88 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

There were no data available tor the Superior Court for fiscal year 1975. Data were 
collected tor fiscal ysar 1976 and will be used In State Court Case/oad Stat/stlcs: 
Annua/ Report, 19ttJ. 

----------------------~""-----------------------
Selected case categories-limited Jurisdiction ~ourts 

Georgia Juvenile Court 
35 courts, 35 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 
Thoro wem no data available for Juvenile cases handled In the Juvenile Court for 
fiscal year 1975. Data were collected for fiscal year 1976 and will be used In State 
Court Caso/oad Statistics: Annual Report, 1976. 

Georgia Probate Court 
159 courts, 159 Judges 
Jult' 1, 1974-.!une 30, 1975 

There were no data available for probata cases handled In the Probate Court for 
fiscal year 1975. 

Boldface headings Indicate the clallaslflcatlons used by the NCSP. 
Blank space '" Not enough InlOrmation Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
NI A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X a The data for this case type ale known to bo InclUded In the total. Data were 

not nvallable by category for this cas's type. 

-These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part t tables. 

Source: Clerk, Supreme Court at Georgia, "Caseload Data for Fiscal Year 1975-
76" (unpublished). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been 
computed, where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been supplied 
during verification by the state court admlnl$trator or the clerk of the appeals court. 



LAND COURTt 
2 First Circuit judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 

Hawaii court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
. Appeals from lower courts. 

h 

TAX APPEAL COURT t 
2 First Circuit judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 

HawaII 117 

. Matters Involving legal title to fee simple 
land and easements. 

• Disputes between tax assessor and 
taxpayer. 

CIRCUIT COURT (4)* 
22 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil matters over $500, 

domestic relations, probate. 
• Felonies, misdemeanor jury trials. 
• Juvenile. 
Jury trials. 

L-_______ ._, ___ ... 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

DISTRICT CQURl' (4) t 
16 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $5,000, small claims. 
• Misdemeanors, traffic ana other 

Violations, felony preliminaries. 
No jury trials. 

t The Land Court and Tax Appeal Court hear special cases, but are considered general Jurisdiction courts for this report 
because circuit judges serve. 

t The Circuit Court and District Court are both courts of record. District Courts hear high volume cases. 
91!~~IL~.0Ltr~~.l~~~~~!~Ju~~~~I~ls. For our purposes, the Circuit Courts areconsldere~_courts of general Jurisdiction 
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HawaII Supreme Court 
Court 01 last rOllort 
5 Justices 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1!!75 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

Cases: 
App"I~: 

Civil ...................... 
Criminal .................. 
Olher appeals ............ 

Total appeals ............... 
Other cases: 

Orlglnol proceeding. 
Habeas corpus ...... 
Prohibition ••••••••••• 
Other ................ 

Total ................... 
Requests 10 appeal 

Total other cases .......... 

Total cases' .................... 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing roqu8lt ••••••••••• 
Othor maHe,.: 

Motions .................. 
Total other proceedings ........ 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ••••••. 
Memorandum ••••••••• 
Dismissal/withdrawal 
Other ............... .. 

107 105 69 
49 78 65 

__ 1_3 ___ 6 ___ 6 

169 109 140 

2 0 1 
0 3 3 
1 2 1 
3 5 5 

3 5 5 

172 194 145 

3 11 12 

__ 1_1 .~ --ill 

75 
22 
42 

266 

14 253 260 

D/spesltlon of appeals 
Affirmed .............. . 
Reversed ............. . 
Partlali)' 111fIrmecl .... .. 
Reversed and re-

manded ........... .. 
Other ................ .. 

143 
62 

__ 1_3 

218 

1 
0 
2 
3 

3 

221 

2 
___ 5 

50 
10 

6 

22 
9 

7 

- ----- ---- ----------------

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by tho NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 

'These case lotals are the flgIJres brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 

Source: Administrative Directory of the Courts, Slalll of HawaII: Annual Repert 
1974-75 (Honolulu, HawaII). Source of case data Is Included In the annual repert. 
Statistics are Irom the annual report axcepl that totals have been computed, where 
necessary, and additional data have 8OmoUmes been supplied durlng verification by 
the etate court administrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 

------------------------------------------------------



HawaII Clrcua Court 
Court of gwitoral Jurladlctlon 
4 clrculta, 22 Judgea 
JUly 1, 1974-June 3(;, 1975 

Civil': 
Auto tort .............................................................. . 
Hon-elllo lort .......................................................... . 
Contract ............................. , .......... " ..................... . 
Property rlgllts: 

Condemnation ••••••••• , ••• " ••••••••• , ••••••• , ••••••••• , •••• '" •••• 
Landb .............................................................. . 
Mechanic's and materlalmen's liens .......... : ................... . 

Total ................................................................. . 
Dom •• llc I&lallon.: 

DIvorce .......................................................... ," 
Annulment.,." ..... , ............................................. .. 
Separation and separate maIntenance ..................... , .... .. 
Uniform reciprocal enforcement 
Adoplion ................................. , ........................ . 
PaternIty •.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••• , •• 
Miscellaneous family ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Adult·s referrals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Supplemental proceedings •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 

Total, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ," ••••• , ••• , •• , •••• 
Probate': 

Regular probale, ....... , ...... , ............ , ......... , ........ , •••• 
Small estate ovar $700 .............. , ................... , ........ , 
Small estate under $700 .. , .. , .... , ............................... . 
Guardianship proceedings ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total· ............................................................... .. 
Other ctvll: 

Naturalization ..................................................... . 
Other civil action ................................................ .. 
Other spilClal proceedIngs ........................................ . 
Supplemental proceedlngod ...................................... .. 
District Court lransfera· ........................................... . 

Total ..................................................... ,., ........ .. 

Total civil ................................................................ . 

Crlmlnal~ 
FillonyQ ............................................................... .. 
MI.demeano~ ............... '" ., •••••••• '" ........... , ........ '" •• , • 
Other criminal: 

Criminal actions In family court .................. , ... , ........... .. 

Total criminal ••• , •••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Dtlllnquency: 

Law violation ...................................................... . 
Dopendency: 

Needing services ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Children In need 01 lupervillon: 

NeedIng protective supervision .................................. .. 
Trallic ........ , ....................................................... .. 

Oth·6t~'Z~~~~; ................................................. , ....... . 
Supplemental proceedings ........................................ . 

Tolal ................................................................ .. 

Total juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ................................................................ .. 

Clvll. .. , ........ 
Criminal ••••••• , 

Jury 
120 
194 

Total ......... 314 

Boldface headings Indicate the class1ficatlons used by the NCSP. 

'CIvil cases are counted with the filing of a complaint or petition. 
"DOBS not Include land cases handled by the land court. 
oMental health cases Bre contained In the probate statistics. 
"ncludes supplemental proceedings on criminal as well as civil cases. 
"Those ara cases Initiating In the District CQurt and demanding a JulY Irlal. 
'The criminal unit of count Is the numbar 01 defendants on each Informa­

tlon/lndlctmen\. 
gData breakdown was obtained via telephone conversation with the oHlce of the 

admlnlslrallve director 01 the courts. 
~JUIY trials are counted when the jury Is sworn: non-jury trials with the opening 

statement or Introduction 01 any evidence. 

Beginning 
pending 

1,597 
845 

1,436 

143 
10 
75 

228 

2.365 
35 

108 
279 
391 
189 
256 
262 

1.939 
5,824 

1,996 
490 
269 

3,897 
6.652 

172 
1,468 

197 
521 

85 
2.443 

19.025 

1,332 
503 

10 

1,845 

1,571 

167 

523 
282 

99 
317 
416 

2,959 

23.829 

Tria/II 
Non-Jury 

196 
97 

293 

Flied 

879 
441 

1.408 

75 
a 

320 
395 

4.932 
27 

106 
639 
812 

50 
233 
648 

1,658 
9,105 

921 
397 
297 
422 

2.037 

422 
9&l 
243 
703 

SA 
2,4QQ 

16.665 

1,590 
455 

41 

2,086 

4.669 

201 

1,501 
677 

143 
548 
691 

7,739 

26,490 

Total 
316 
291 
607 

HawaII 119 

Disposed End 
pending 

1,072 1.404 
473 813 

1,350 1,494 

83 135 
1 9 

308 87 
392 231 

4,803 2,494 
35 27 

113 101 
578 340 
783 420 
109 130 
203 286 
634 276 

1,977 
9.235 

1,620 
5,694 

736 2,181 
416 471 
310 256 
360 3.959 

1,822 6.867 

500 94 
837 1,599 
132 308 
566 658 

55 94 
2,090 2,753 

16,434 19,256 

1,593 1,329 
504 454 

31 20 

2,128 1,803 

4,583 1,e77 

2H 157 

1,576 446 
768 171 

177 65 
432 433 
609 498 

7,749 2,949 

26,311 24.008 

Sou rca: Administrative Director 01 the Courts. Stale of Hllwall Annual Report 
1974-75 (Ii.,nolulu, Hawall). Also a telephooe conversatIon. StatIstics are from the 
annual repor~ and a telephone conversation except that tolals have been computlld, 
where neCellt18ry, and additional data havo fIOmetimes baen supplied during 
verification by Ole stille court administrator. 

I 

J 



120 State Court Profiles 

HawaII Land Court 
2 ~Ircult Judges serve' 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

-
Beginning Flied 
pending I d I':nd o spose pending 

Civil: 
Property rlghl................ --!!.§. __ 4_9 .--ru! _--Z!! 

Total civil....................... 65 49 38 76 

Grand total ....................... . 

HawaII Tax Appeal Court 
2 circuit Judges seNe' 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Civil: 

85 

Beginning 
pending 

49 

Flied 

38 76 

-
End 

DlspoSG~ pending 

Admlnl.lrallve •••••• ,......... __ 5_5 ---1!ill _ 197 --.£! 
Tolal civil......... ........ ...... 55 189 197 47 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••• 55 189 197 47 
Boldface haadlng~ Indicate the clas~flcatlons used by Ihe NCSP. 

'Data for these courts aro Included With the general Jurisdiction courts since 
circuit Judges serve. Some land cases are also handled In the Circuit Court. 

Source: Administrative Director or Ihe Courts. State of HawlllI Annual Report 
1974-75 (Honolulu, HawaII). Statistics Bre from the annual report eX\1ept that totals 
have been computed, whers necessary, and additional data have sometimes been 
supplied during verilication by the state court administrator. 

I 



+ Indicates route of appeal. 

Idaho court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justlc.es 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appeals from administrative agencies, 
• Original Jurisdiction In claims against 

state (advisory opinions), 
• Appeals from Interim orders and Ilnl'l;l 

judgments In District Court, 
~-,-----... 

DISTRlcr COURT (7) 
24 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original Jurisdiction In ciVil, 

Domestic relations, 
• Original jurisdiction In criminal. 

Felonies, post·convlctlon review. 
• Appeals from lower courts and state 

agencies and boards. 
Appeals de novo, 
Jury trials, 

t 
MAGISTRATES DIVISION OF 
DISTRICT COURT (7) 
64 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions over $5,000. Property 

rights, probate, small claims under $300, 
• Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
• Juvenile. 
Jury trials except In small claims. 

Idaho 121 



122 State Court Profile a 

Idaho Suprerne Court 
Court of lat' reaort 
5 Justices 
January 1, 1975-D~cember 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending Flied 

Casea: 
Appeala: 

Civil: 
Auto negll~ence ......... 9 9 
Tax appeas ............. 2 4 
YRA and CPA" ......... , 2 0 
Other ........... ,,, ...... 166 166 

Total., .......... , .......... 179 181 
CrImInal: 

Convictions ............. , 57 60 
Post convictions ........ , 38 15 
Other .................... 2 10 

Total ............. , ......... 95 85 
other appeals: 

Industrial accident 
commissIon ............ 18 31 

Public utility commission 3 10 
Total .... I ... " ............. .JL __ 4_1 

Total appeals ................... 295 307 
Other cases: 

Orlglnlll proceedlnga: 
Habeas corpus .......... 0 1 
Mandamus ............... 2 11 
Prohibition ............... 0 7 
Disciplinary .............. N/A 4 
Olher .................... 3 8 

Tolal .... , .................. 5 31 
Rlqullta 10 appeal ......... -5-Total other cases .............. 31 

Tolal cases' ........................ 300b 338 

Other proceedings: 
N/A 31 Rehe.r'ng requOlla .............. 

Olh.r mall,,,: 
Extension of time ............ N/A :158 
Mot/on to dismiss ............ N/A 148 
Other .......... ,., •••••••••••• N/A 343 

Tolal ............................ N/A -!W! 
Total olher PfClceedlngQ ............ N/A 880 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ........... 

--~------------------.----------------

Disposed End 
pending 

12 
2 
1 

157 
172 

50 
31 

5 
86 

29 
3 
~ 

290 

1 
12 
5 
5 

11 
34 

--s:i 
3?4 

27 

358 
123 
342 
~ 

850 

176 

6 
4 
1 

171 
188 

87 
20 

7 
94 

20 
10 
~ 

312 

0 
1 
2 

N/A 
0 
3 

3 

315b 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
~ 

N/A 

Boldface headings Indlcale Ihe I1la<lSlfications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space "" Nol onough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by tho court. 
NI A a This case typo Ie· handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

'Those case totals are the figures brought lorward lor In~luslon In Part I tables. 
bfotal caseflow numbers do not add up because of missing pondlng data for 

disciplinary proceedings. 
cYRA cases lire Juvenile delinquency cases under the Youth Rehabl11tatlon Act. 

CPA cases are Child Protection Act cases InvolvIng dependent or neglected 
children. Juvenile proceedings are considered civil proceedings In Idaho. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Idaho Courts 1975 Annual Report. 
Statl.,tlcal Appendix (Boise, Idaho). StatistiCS are Irom the annual report Il)(Cept that 
totals have been computod, where necessary, and additional data have sometimes 
been supplied during verification by the state court administrator or tho clerk 01 the 
appeals court. 



Idaho District Court 
Court 0' general jurisdiction 
7 dlstrlctn, 24 judges 
January 1, 1975-Decemoor 31, 1975 

Civil!>: 
Uncl8 .. III1,d lort: 

Personal Injury/property damage .......................................... . 
Small claim ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dom.,lIe relatlona: 

Domestic relations ......................................................... . 
Support proceedings ....................................................... . 

To~~~.t~~~.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : 
Probate: 

Intormal estate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Formal estate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship at minors .............................. , ..................... . 

Total .......................................................................... . 
Menlat he.lth: 

GUardianship ot Incapacllated ............................................. . 
Olher civil: 

Other complaints and potltlons ........................................... .. 
All olher special hearings ................................................ .. 

Total .......................................................................... . 
Appeal: 

Civil appeal ............................................................... .. 
Special proceeding appeald ............................................... .. 

Tolol ......................................................................... .. 
Exltlordlnary writ.: 

Habeas corpus ............................................................. . 

Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal': 
Felony: 

Felony-drug .............................................................. .. 
FelonY:-:drlvlng while Intoxicated ......................................... .. 

TO?~~~~. ~~'~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::: 
MI;dameanor: 

Misdemoanor-drug ....................................................... .. 
Mlsdemsanor--drlvlng while Intoxicated •••••••••••••••••••••.•.•••••••••••• 
Other mlsdemunor ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

·Total ........................................................................ .. 
Trallle ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Apll',al, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.••••••••••.••••••••••••••• < •••• 

Total crIminal •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.•••••••..••.••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile: 
Dellnqulncy: 

Youth Rehabilitation Act-drug ................ , ........................... . 
Youth Rehabilitation Act-other .......................................... .. 

Total .......................................................................... . 
Dependency: 

Child plCltective act ........................................................ . 

Total Juvenile .................................................................... .. 

Grand tutal •••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.••.•••..•••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••••••• 

Tria' 

aeglnnlng­
pending 

918 
46 

2,273 
442 
N/A 

2,715· 

65 
14 
6 

65 

6 

3,316 
39 

3,357 

67 
7 

74 

30 

7.231 0 

65 
30 

597 
712 

'124 
16 
58 

200 
26 
39 

979 

1 
2 
3 

o 
3 

Civil................ 3.087 
Civil appeaL....... 25 
Criminal........... • 403 
Criminal appeal 9 
Juvenile............ 2 

Total........ .. .. 3.506 

Boldface headings Indicate tho elasslflcations used by the NCSP. 
N/ A ., This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

-Beginning pending figures were ,~omputod from filings. dispositions. and end 
pendlngs. 

bA civil caso Is counted with the tiling "t a complaint or petition. 
COoos not Include pending adoption cases. 

Flied 

819 
16 

4,205 
1,084 

3 
5.292 

6 
10 
1 

17 

2 

3,276 
46 

3,324 

117 
20 

137 

94 

9,701 

332 
123 

2,040 
2.495 

247 
29 

264 
540 
'9 
50 

3,094 

o 
6 
6 

11 

17 

Hl.1l12 

Disposed 

675 
49 

4.342 
899 

17 
5,258 

61 
15 

6 
82 

7 

3.087 
60 

3.147 

89 
12 

101 

92 

9,411 

319 
106 

2.090 
2.517 

317 
44 

293 
654 

31 
48 

3.250 

0 
7 
7 

9 

16 

12.677 

Idaho 123 

End 
pending 

1,062 
13 

2.136 
627 
N/A 

2.763· 

10 
9 
1 

20 

3.507 
27 

3.534 

95 
15 

110 
a 32 

7,535· 

98 
45 

547 
690 

54 
3 

29 
86 

6 
41 

823 

1 
1 
2 

2 

4 

8,362' 

"May Include some Juvenile appeals as speCial proceeding «.9peals. 
"The criminal unit of count Is the number 01 detendnnt~ o~ each Informa­

tionllndlctment. 
'A trial Is counted If It Is begun. 

Sourc:o: Administrative Office ot the Courts, Idaho Courts 15'75 Annual Report. 
S/Il/lslical Appendix (Boise, tdaho). Statistics ilte tram tho annual report except thaI 
lotals have been computed. Where necessary, and additional data hllvo sometimes 
been supplied during verification by the state court administrator. 



124 Stato Court Prolllos 

Idaho Maglstratos Division' 
7 dl8trlcts, 64 Judgos 
January 1, 1975-Docomber 31, 1975 

Civil': 
Uncl.llilled tort: 

Personal Injury/property damage ............... , ................. . 
Small claim .......................................................... .. 
Dom •• llc relatlon8: 

Dome~tlc relations ............................................... .. 
Support proceedings ................ , ............................. . 
Adoption .......................................................... . 

Total ................................................................. . 
Probate: 

Inlormal estale •••••• , ••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Formal eQtate .................................................... .. 
GuardlanQhlp 01 minors .......................................... .. 

Total ................................................................ .. 
Menial health: 

Guardianship 01 Incapacitated .................................... . 
Other ctvll: 

Other complaints a"d petitions ................................... . 
All other special h~arlnss ....................................... .. 

Tolal ................................................................. . 
ExtraordJnory WIll.: 

Habeas corpus .................................................... . 

Total civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Crlmlnald: 
Misdomeanor: 

Misdemeanor-<:lrug ...................... " ...................... . 
Misdemeunor-<:lrlving while IntoXicated 
Other misdemeanor •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.••• 

Total ................................................................. . 
TrllHlI) ................................................................ .. 
Felony preliminary: 

~:I~~~;~Y,;g' while 'Inioxlcated .... " ........................... . 
Othor lelony .................................................... , .. . 

Total ................................................................. . 

To/el criminal ............................................................ . 

Juvenile: 
Dellnquoncy: 

Youth Rehabilitation Aet-<:lrug .................................. .. 
Youth Rehabilitation Aet-<:lrlvlng While Intoxicated ............. .. 
Youth Rehabilitallon Act-other ................................. .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dependency: 

Child protection act .............................................. .. 

Total Juvonlle ........................................................... .. 

Grand tolal ................................................................ .. 

TriaI' 
Civil.!. ~ t I!.t" ••• ~. 
CriminaL ......... .. 
Juvenile .......... .. 

Total. ......... .. 
Boldfaco headings Indlcale the classifications used by the NCSP. 

-The Magistrates Division fs a dfvlsfcm of the District Court and fts data IIro 
Included In the gonoral Jurisdiction tablijs. 

"Beginning pending ligures were computed from the IIl1ngs, dispoSitions, and end 
pendfngs. 

0A civil case Is counted with the Illing 01 a complaint or petition. 
"The criminal unit 01 count Is tho number of defendants on oach Informa­

lIonrindlctmont Qr complaint. 
-All trillis that have begun are counted. 

Beglnnlngb 

pending 

221 
1,897 

"l~ 
209 

1,824 

1,014 
1,223 

166 
2,403 

166 

4.064 
107 

4,191 

6 

10.700 

179 
1,037 
2.609 
3,725 
2,515 

32 
14 

823 
869 

7.109 

71 
0 

1.435 
1.506 

393 

1.aB9 

19,708 

9.1"18 
6,567 

.M!l1 
19,046 

Flied 

306 
9.045 

3.827 
1.212 
1,010 
6.049 

2,227 
1.334 

194 
3.755 

163 

7,467 
124 

8,191 

14 

27.523 

1,017 
6,268 

19,385 
26,690 

171.048 

678 
223 

4,017 
4,818 

202,556 

171 
4 

6,700 
6.875 

631 

7.506 

237,585 

Disposed End 
pending 

217 310 
8.833 2,11)9 

3.441 1,500 
1,016 617 

918 24~ 
5.435 2,438 

l,1()O 1,611 
1,390 1,167 

216 142 
3.338 2.820 

165 166 

8.471 
617 

6,080 
.214 

7,068 5,294 

j2 8 

25,066 13,135 

959 237 
6,226 1,099 

18,764 3.110 
25,969 4,446 

170,112 3.451 

511 99 
191 46 

3,678 1,164 
4,378 j,3!!!! 

200,459 9,206 

155 87 
4 0 

6.475 
6.634 

1,660 
1.747 

724 300 

7.358 2,047 

232,905 24,388 

Source: Administrative Of lice of Ihe Courts. Idaho Courts 1975 Annual Report, 
Statlsl/oa/ Appendix (BOise, Idaho). Statistics are Irom the annual report and 
stEitlstical appendix excepl thai totnls have been computed, wher!! necessary, and 
ac!dltlClnal data have IIOmetimes been supplIed durIng vertflcetrC)n by tho state court 
administrator. 



Death sentenc 
Other appeals 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Illinois 125 

Illinois court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Discretional original Jurisdiction In 
revenue, mandamus, prohibition, and 
habeas corpus. 

• AfrPeals as a matter of right from 
C rcult Court when death sentence -- ImJ:0sed and from appellate court when . fe eral or stale constitutional question 
arises for the first time or on certificate 
by the appellate court. 

• Other appeals from Circuit and Appellate 
Court as provided by Supreme Court 
rule. 

• Redistricting of General Assembly. 
Ability of Governor to serve or resume 
office. Admission and discipline of 
attorneys. 

" 

. ~ 

APPELLATE COURT (5 DISTRICTS) 
34 judges 

e. Jurisdiction: 
• Appeals as a matter of right except 

provided by rule. In cases appealable directly to 

I 
the Supreme Court or from judgments 
of acquittal In criminal cases. 

• Direct review of administrative actions 
as provided by law. 

j~ 

CIRCUIT COURT (21) 
603 circuit and associate judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• All Justiciable matters except where the 

Supreme Court has original and ex· 
cluslve Jurisdiction or where the 
Supreme Court exercises discretionary 
original Jurisdiction. 

• Review of administrative action as 
provided by law. 
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illInois Supreme Court 
Court of 188t relort 
7 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

• 
Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

Casas: 
Appeal.: 

b1~r~~. ~~::~t~.~~~ ••••••••••• 1',18 182 147 153 
Criminal ...................... -1lL- _5_9_ -1L.. ~ 

Total appeals ................... 183 241 226 19B 

Other cases: 
Orll1lnal proceedings: 

b~~f~.~ .~7~.~~~~d~~ ••••••• 1 4 4 1 
Criminal .................. 2 8 8 2 
Allorne)' disciplinary ••••• 2 6 3 5 

Total ....................... 5 18 15 8 
Raqu •• ta to appoalbd; 

Petitions for leave to 
apgeal: 

Ivll ................. 74 321 333 62 
Criminal ............. 60 375 350 85 

Total ................... 134 696 683 147 
Publlf, Interest cases: 

Rule 302 (b) 
motions: 

Civil ............. 2 52 54 0 
Criminal ......... 0 4 4 0 

Total. .... "'"'" 2 58 58 0 
Original action case 

motions"'; 
Civil ...................... 2 25 27 0 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••• 1 51 51 1 

Total •• , ••• "." •••• ".,', •• 
__ 3_ 

--ZlL- -1!L --L.. 
Total other oases .............. 144 84(1 834 156 

Total OBses· ........................ 327bcd 1,OB7bcd 1,OGObcd 354"'" 

Manner of disposition 
Wrillen opinion •••••••••• 183 

IIIInol8 Appellate Court 
Intermediate sppollate court 
5 districts, 34 elected Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Cases: 
Appeal.: 

Civil ...................... . 
Criminal ................. .. 

Total appeals .... , .......... . 
Other Casos: 

Original prooaadlng •••••• 
Rlqu •• 11 to Ippnl ..... . 

Total other oases, ........ .. 

Total Oales' ................... .. 

Mann<fr of disposition 
Full rlplnlon .......... . 
By c,rder ............. . 
Wlttlout ",pinion or 

rlJla 23 order ....... 

2,394 
340 

911 

Beginning Filed 
pending 

End 
Disposed pending 

1,691 1,721 1,610 1.804 
~~~ 2.270 

3,584 4,135 3,645 4,074 

3,564 4,135 3,645 

Dlspo~ltIon of appeals 
Nflrmoc ............ . 
neversed ........... . 
Affirmed In part ... .. 
Dismissed ......... .. 
Modified ............ . 
Other .............. .. 

4,074 

1,673 
704 
214 

69 
74 

911 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by tho NCSf'. 

'Thoso case totala aro tho figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"CIlSQa accopted for appeal aro potltlons for leave to appeal that were granted 

Bnd granted ",otloM fordlroct appoal (which Inoludo public Interest caaes, Industrial 
ccmmlll:Jlon oases, otatuto-held·lnvalld Oa81)5, and death penalty casas). 

• Original ~dlng8 COMOO aocopted} oro original action motions granted. 
dnequesla 10 appeal dlopocod of during the year Include ord8r~ granting and 

denYing potltlcno fcr loave to appoal, motions for direct appeal, and motions In 
original aotlons easoo. Thorotore, thoro la somo double counting betwesn petitions 
or motions grantod and appealo or original aotlons accepted. 

Sourco: Unpubllohod statlatloal roport provldod by clerk of the Supremo Court and 
by tho Admlnlstratlvo Office of tho illinoiS Courts. Statlstlco aro from this unpublished 
report oxcept that totals hnvG been computed, where necossery, and additional 
data have sometlmos been supplied during verification by the elato court 
administrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space .. Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not bo handled by the court. 

'These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I ttlbl~s. 

Source: Administrative Office of the illinois Courts, 1975 Annual Report of the 
Supreme Court of /11lnols (Chloago. illinois). Dal' regarding time to disposition of 
cases are available. Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have 
been computed, where necessary, and additional data have somtlmes been supplied 
during verl!leation by the state court admln!strator or the clerk of the appeals court • 

.................. ~wm~ .. ____ ..... ______________________________________________ __ 

, 



IIlInol, Circuit Court 
Court 0' general Jurisdiction 
21 circuits, 603 circuit and associate Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Civile: 
i.ftW: 

Law under $15.000 ............................................ . 
Law over $15,000 ............................................ .. 

rotal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Small cIGlm ....................................................... .. 
Equity: 

Chancery ....................................................... . 

pro~~%:~~h~maln .••••••••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••.••••••••.•••••• 
DomOlllc reloUon': 

Divorce ......................................................... . 

Ttt=r~l!. :::::: :: :: :: :: : ::: :::: :::: ::: :: : ::: ::::: : :: ::: :: :::: : ::::: : 
Probate .......................................... ' ... ' .............. . 
Mental health ...................................................... . 
Admlnlltrallve: 

Tax .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••• 
Municipal corporations ......................................... . 

Total .............................................................. . 
Other civil: 

Miscellaneoua remedies ........................................ . 

Total civil ............................................................ .. 

Crlminelll; 
Felony .............................................................. . 
Mlldlmllnore' ..................................................... . 
Tra'flo .............................................................. . 
Other crimi nil: 

OrdInance violations' ......................................... .. 
Conservation violations· ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

8eglnnlng 
pending' 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
NtA 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

NtA 

NtA 
NtA 
N/A 

N/A 
NtA 

Flied" 

125564 
34,409 

159,973 
184,426 

21,224 

687 

68,969 
16,061 
65,030 
32,674 

6,691 

134,326 
220 

134,646 

6,414 

632,664 

32,626 
461,743 

2,169,730 

IIIlnol' 1:;::7 

Disposed End 
pending' 

116,946 N/A 
26,275 N/A 

145,221 N/A 
167,661 N/A 

16,640 'I/A 

761 N/A 

66,083 N/A 
13,436 N/A 
79,519 N/A 
28,432 N/A 
6,326 

'f 
N/A 

130,115 1 "liA 
176 'ritA 

130,293 N/A 

4.979 N/A 
602,054 N/A 

28,720 N/A 
456,122 N/A 

2,068,334 N/A 

71,689 NtA 
6,180 N/A 

Total ............................................................ .. _--WA 
77,453 
6,276 

83.729 naG9 t:UA 
Total orlmlnal ......................................................... . 

Juvenile: 

Total juvenile ......................................................... . 

Grand total .............................................................. . 

Tria' 
Jury Non-Jury Total 

Clvllp .............. 1,497 N/A NtA 
Crlmlnalh .......... 1,080 1,505 2,585 

Total ............ 2,577 N/A NtA 

80ldtact headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NI A - 'ihls case type Is handled by tho court, but the data aro unavailable. 

'Data tor cases pend:ng are maintained tor most categories at cases In the Circuit 
Court ot Cook county. 

"'he~e Include changes In tilings due to transters In or I(ans/ers out 0' the court's 
Jurisdiction 'or cases In each category. 

CA civil case Is counted with the tiling at a petition or complaint. 
"The criminal unit at count Is the number ot Intormatlons/lndlctments or 

complaints, 
"The ordinance and conservation violations cases are Included Iii the mlsdemeall­

or category In the Circuit Court ot Cook COUnty. Does not Include post·judgment or 
post-termination matters for ordlnllnce or conservation Violations cases. 

'A trial Is counted" It Is completed. 
POata were only available tor jury trials In law cases. 
"These Include only criminal trials and orlmlnal dispositions tor lelony cases. Eaoh 

de'endant Is oountsd fCir criminal trials and criminal dispositions. 

NtA 2,631,045 NtA 

NIl. 27,983 30,266 N/A 

N/A 3,418,877 3,283,365 N/A 

Criminal diSposition[/! 

Oiamlssed .................. 13,747 
Acqullted ................... 1,001 
Total convictions." ........ 17,388 

Guilty pleas .............. 
Trial convlclions ••••••••• 

15,604 
1,584 

Source: Administrative OHlco of tho Illinois Ccurts, 1975 Annual Report to the 
Supreme Ccurt of I/l/flOfs (Chicago, illinois). Statistics Bre trom the annual report 
except that totals have been computed, Where necessary, and additional data have 
sometimes been supplied during verification by the state court administrator. 
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.Indiana court system, 1975 

SUPREME COUAT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate Jurisdiction. Criminal appeals with 

minimum penalty greater than 10 years. Civil appeals 
If amount In controversy Is greater than $50. 

r COURT OF APPEALS 
Criminal If sentence Is 9 judges 

,.greater than 10 years. Jurisdiction: 
'Civil I! amount Is • Civil and criminal appeals not heard by 

',,,,to, th'l.n.$.50.,. _______ s.up ... r.em_e .c.o.ur.!. ... ' 

• 

SUPERIOR COURT (35) 
Jurl~dlctlon: 
• Law, equity. 
· Felonies, preliminary hearings, 

SOme minor criminal. 
• Juvenile In some counties, 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

HANCOCK AND 
HENDRICKS 
COUNTY COURTS (2) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Small clalms,landlord·tenant, 

and general civil under $750 
In Hancock County ($1.000 In 
Hendricks County). 

• Ordinance; violations and 
traffic with fine less than 
$500 and sentence I EiSS than 
6 months In Hancock County 
(fine les3 than $1,000 and 
sentence less than 1 year In 
Hendricks County). 

Jury trials. 

CITY COURT (87) 
87 part·tlme judges 
Jurisdiction: 

CIRCUIT COURT (84) 
84 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Law, equity. Exclusive domestic 

relations and probate (except 
Marlon and Lake Countlesl. 

• Felonies, preliminary hearings, 
some minor criminal. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

~-------------~. JUVENILE COURT (1) 
·1 judge 
Jurisdiction: 
• Paternity. 
• Criminal misdemeanors committed 

against Juveniles by adults. 
• Exclusive original Jurisdiction In 

all Juvenile matters. 

PROBATE COURT (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive jur'- ilctlon In 

probate, ade. .Jns and 
guardianship. 

• JUVenile. 
Jury trials In probate. 

TOWN COURT (10) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

• Small claims and landlord·tenant 
under $500 (In a few courts). 

• Misdemeanors with fine less than 
$500 and sentence less than 

• Civil actions under $500 (In a 
few courts). 

• Town ordlnanci;l violations. traffic. 

6 months. City ordinance violations. 
Jury trials. 

Jury trials. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

-, 
CRIMINAL COURT 
IN MARION COUNTY 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive felony jurlsdlctlllil. 
• Misdemeanors, traffic • 
Appeals on record. 
Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 

1 
Civil 

OF MARiON COUNTY (1) 
11 full·tlme and 4 part·tlme judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Law cases under $10,000. 
• Misdemeanors, ordinance 

violations, and traffic with fine 
greater than $500 and/or sentence 
greater than 6 months. Preliminary 
hearings. 

• Juvenile dependency, neglect, and 
traffic. 

Jury trials. 

1 
JUSTICE OF 
THE PEACE (418) 
418 Justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $500 . 
• Felony preliminaries. 

Misdemeanors with fine less 
than $25. 

No Jury trials. 



l 

Indiana Supreme Court 
Court 0' last resort 
5 Justices 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 
Prior to 1976, the Supreme Court of Indiana did not compile data regarding 
appellate review work or original Jurisdiction matters pending before the court. 

Indiana Court 0' Appeals 
Intermediate appellate court 
9 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeal.: 

Civil .......................... 
Criminal ...................... 
Expedited cases ............. 

Totel appeals ................... 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings ••.•.••• 
Request. to appeal ......... 

Total other cases .............. 

Total cases- ........................ 

Other ~roceedlngs: 
Ot er maHera: 

Motions to dismiss/affirm .... 
Chief Judge matters .......... 

Total. ........................... 

Total other proceedings ............ 

Indiana Circuit Court 
Court 0' general Jurisdiction 
84 clrculls, 84 Judges 

X 
X __ X_ 

361 

NH 

361 

16 

_1_6_ 

16 

January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Flied Disposed End 
pending 

317bc X X 
284bc X X 

25bc __ X _ __ X _ 

~ 488 499 

NH NH NH 

626bc 488 499 

128 114 30 
2,190 2,190 
~ ~ ~ 
2,318 2,304 30 

There were no data available tor the Circuit Court tor 1975. Data were collected for 
1976 and will be used In Sfafe Court Caseload Sfatlstlcs: Annual Report, 1976. 

Indiana Superior Court 
Court 0' general Jurisdiction 
35 courts 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 
There were no data aVailable for the Superior Court for 1975. Data were collected 
for 1976 and will be used In State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report, 1976. 

CrIminal Court 0' Marlon County, Indiana 
Court 0' general Jurisdiction 
1 court, 4 Judges 
January 1, '1975-December 31, 1975 
There were no data available for the Criminal Court In Marlon County for 1975. DatQ 
were collected for 1976 and will be used In State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual 
Report, 1976. 

Indiana 129 

Starting In 1976, the court has complied an annual calendar year progress report on 
work before the court. The 1976 progress report has been received by this project 
and will be used to Incorporate Indiana Supreme Court data In Sfate Court caseload 
Stat/stlcs: Annual Report, 1976. 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSI>. 
Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
NH = This case type Is not handled In this court. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this case type. 

'These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
bOases are assigned to the Court of Appeals by the Supreme Court. Court of 

Appeals does not have original Jurisdiction. 
COases flied ere "fully briefed cases" forwarded to the court by the clerk's office. 

During 1975 there were 892 cases (511 civil and 381 criminal) tiled with the clerk's 
office. It Is unknown whether the cases flied with the clerk but not flied with the court 
were disposed by, or were pending with, the clerk. ~. 

Source: Admlnlstrator's Office, Indiana Court of Appeals, "Indiana Court of 
Appeals 1975, 1976 Statistics" (unpublished). Statistics are from this unpublished 
material except that totals have been computed. where necessary, and additional 
data have sometimes been supplied during verification by the state court 
administrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 

Selected case categorles-"mlted JurIsdiction courts 

Indiana JUvenile Court 
1 OOUi1, 1 Judge 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

~ 

There were no data e\o'~IIable for Juvenll. or dome.llc relallone (paternity) cases 
handled In the Juvenile Court for 1975. Data were collected for 1976 and will be 
used In State Court case/cad Statistics: Annual Report, 1976. 

Indiana Probate Court 
2 courts, 2 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 
There were no data aVailable for probate, JUvenile, or domeallc 11I18110na 
(adoptions) cases handled In the Probate Court. Data were collected for 1976 and 
will be used In State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual Report, 1976. 

Municipal Court 0' Marlon County, Indlsna 
1 Court, 11 'ull·tlme and 4 part·tlme Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31,1975 
There were no data available for Juvenile cases handled In the Municipal Court for 
1975. Data were collected for 1976 and will be used In State Court caseload 
Statistics: Annual Report, 1976. 
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Iowa court system, 1975 

r-------------------------.. --
SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as of right In all cases from District 

Court except real estate under $1 ,QOQ or 
decisions on small claims appeals. 

DISTRICT COUR ... • {a) 
83 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- General and original civil, probate. 
- General and original criminal. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo In non-Indictable criminal cases. 
Jury trials. 

-,------. 
DISTRICT COURT (8) 
20 district associate judges 
10 regular full-time magistrates 
3 substitute magistrates 

Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions $3,000 or less. 
- Misdemeanors, Indictable misdemeanors. 
Preliminary hearings. 

-Juvenile. 
Jury trials In Indictable misdemeanors. 

t Indlcat~s route of appeal. 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
191 part-time magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Small claims under $1 ,000. Forcible entry and 
detainer. 

- Non-Indictable misdemeanor (fine less than $100 
or sentence less than 30 days; not both). 
Preliminary examination, warrants. 

No jury trial In small claims. 
Jury trial In criminal cases. 



Iowa Supreme Court 
Court of laat re80rt 
9 JU8tlce8 
January 1,1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

Cases: 
Appealy: 

Civil ...................... 552 ,S94 584 662 
Criminal .................. ~ _m ~ ---m 

Total appeals ............... 7B1 1.086 BSB 999b 

other oases: 
Original proceedln~ ..... 
RequHIlI to appea ..... 

Total other caoos .......... 

Total cases· .................... 7B1 1,08S BSB 999b 

Other proceedings: 
Other maHe,.: 

Motions and orders ...... N/A ~ ~ N/A 
Total other proceedings ........ -wA 1,591 1,591 -rw: 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeals 
WrlHen opinion.......... 299 
Per curlan> .............. 79 

Affirmed.. .. .... ..... 242 
Reversed.. • • .. .. • • .. 97 
Mixed................ 33 

Iowa 131 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court, 
N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data aro unavailable. 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward tor Inclusion In Part I tables. 
bYear end pending cases were computed on the basis of available data. 

Source: Court Administrator of the Judicial Department, 1975 Report RelatIng to 
the Courts of Iowa (Des Moines, Iowa: 1975), Time to disposition data are available. 
Statistics are frc;n the annual report except that totals have been computed, where 
necessary, and additional data have sometimes been supplied during verification by 
the state court administrator or the clerk of the appeals court, 
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Iowa District Court 
Court ot general Jurisdiction 
8 districts' 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Clvllb: 
Small claim.: 

Small claims ............................................. "' ................ .. 
Small clalmsd •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 

TO~~I.:~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·:::: :: 
Probate: 

EslateQ ••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 
Guardianship and conservatorshlpQ .............. II ............ II ... II ..... . 

TrusteeshlpQ ........... "' ........... '" .................................... . 
Total ......................................................................... .. 

Other civil: 
Regular clvIlQ ............................... II .......................... ,. II. 
Regular civil' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total. ......................................................................... . 

Totsl civil ......................................................................... . 

Criminal'; 
Felony: 

Regular criminal'" ................................. , ........................ . 
Mlldemeanor: 

Regular criminal In ......................................................... .. 
Non-Indictable stilte- ••••••••••••.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-Indictable stated ....................................................... . 

Totsl .......................................................................... . 
Folony preliminaries": 

Preliminary examlnatlon- ................................................... . 
Preliminary examlnatlond: 

Total., ••••••••••.••••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other criminal: 

Non-Indictable ordinance· .................................................. . 
Non-Indlotable ordlnanced •••••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ......................................................................... .. 

Total criminal ...................................... _ ........................... ' .. . 

Juvenllo: 
Juvenlle-•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••. 
Juvenile· •••••.•••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••.•••••••.••••••••• 

Total juvenile .................................................................... . 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••..•••••••••••••.•.••••••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Civil ••••••••.•.• 
Criminal ...... .. 
Total ......... .. 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

Jury 
398 

1,192 
1,590 

N/ A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X= The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category lor this case type. 

'Includes cases handled by 83 district and 20 district associate judges. 10 regular 
full-time. 3 substitute, and 191 part-time magistrates. 

bA civil case Is counted with the filing of a complaint or petition. 
CCases handled by district associate judges and regular full-time magistrates. 
"Cases handled by substitute full-time and part-time magistrates . 
• Beginning pending was calculated Irom filings. dlsposltl';lns,and end pGndlngs. 
'Includes cases handled by the clerk. 
PCases handled by district Judges. 
nDoes not Include guardianship and conservatorship or trusteeship dispositions 

for probate. total civil or grand total dispositions. 
I Cases handled by assoclato judges, regular full-time and substitute magistrates. 
I Does not Include pending for probate In the lotal civil or grand total pending. 
'The criminal unit of count Is Ihe number uf Informations/Indictments. 
'Includes felonies and appeals as ragular criminal cases handled by the district 

Judges. 
mpendlng and IIIlng under felony Is total for all regular criminal (felony. appeal, 

Indictable misdemeanors). 
"Pending and IIIlngs for regular criminal (Indictable misdemeanors) Is under 

regular criminal (felony). 
«>Includes preliminary examinations on felonies and Indictable misdemeanors. 
PDoes not Include luvenlle or probate pending In the total pending figure. 
qJury trial Is coun ed when the jury Is sworn; contested non-jury trials when the 

IIrst witness Is sworn. 

Baglnnlng 
pending 

845 
385' 

X 
13,950' 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

X 
X 

32,281 

46,2311 

8.379m 

(n) 
3,830 
5,777· 
9.607" 

1,089 
88S· 

1,975 

34,143 
5,463' 

39,606 

59,567 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

105,19SP 

Trlat< 
Non-Jury 
16,111 
67,029 
83.140 

Flied 

9,384 
11,73~ 

63,582' 

18,397 
3,558 

685 
22,640 

37,~~ 
37.963 

124,185 

23,600m 

(n) 
48,820 

115,173 
163,993" 

7,870 
9,635 

17,505 

114,790 
96,924 

211,714 

416,812 

2,685 
3,000 

5,685 

546,682 

Total 
16,509 
68,221 
84,730 

Disposed End 
pending 

9,055 974 
11,566 550 
43,924 11,463 
64,545 12,987 

17,074 NIA 
N/A N/A 
N/A N/A 

17,074" N/A 

35,737 X 
411 X 

36,148 34,096 

117,767" 47,083/ 

14,874 9,760m 

7,345 
48,210 

(n) 
6,440 

114,756 
168,311 

6,194 
12,634" 

7,281 1,678 
9,431 1,090 

16,712 2,768 

94,804 54,129 
95,703 6,684 

190.507 60,813 

390,404 85,975 

2,245 N/A 
3,290 N/A 

5,535 N/A 

513,706h 133,058P 

Source: Court Administrator of the Judlclal Departmeril. 1975 Report Relating to 
the Courts of Iowa (Des Moines. Iowa: 1 !i76). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed. where necessary, and additional data have' 
sometimes been supplied d~rlng verification by the state court administrator. 

J 
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Kans,as court system, 1975 

PROBATE COURTS (105) 
105 Judges 
JurIsdiction: 
• Probate wills, settle estates, 

guardianship, committing the Insane, 
and habeas corpus cases. 

JUVENILE COURTS (105) 
101 probate judges serve plus 4 

separate juvenile judges 
Jurisdiction: 

~UPREME COURT 
1 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate jurlsdlotlon In civil matters 

over $500 and In all criminal matters • 
• Original Jurisdiction In Injunctions, quo warranto, 

and mandamus. 

DISTRICT COURT (29) 
63 Judges 
Jl.,;sdlctlon: 
• Unlimited original civil jurisdiction except In 

certain probate cases, 
• Unlimited original criminal jurisdiction except In 

city ordinance violation cases. 
• No juvenile Jurisdiction. 
· Appellate jurisdiction from lower courts. 

---

--• Exclusive jurisdiction over delinquent, 
miscreant, wal/ward, truant, dependent, 
and neRlected children, as well as 
juvenile trafnc offenders. 

- -

COUNTY COURTS (93) 
Probate Judges serve 
Jurisdiction: . 
· Civil under $1 000. 
• Felony prellmlnarles, misdemeanors, 

traffic (less than $2,500 fine or 1 year 
ImprIJlonment). 

Jury trials In most counties. 

CITY COURTS (8) 
81udges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil under $3000. 
· Felony prelimInaries, misdemeanors, 

traffic (less than $2,500 flna or 
1 year Imprisonment). 

Jury trials. 

----~------------------~ 

MUNICIPAL COURTS 
Jurls,Hctlon: 
• Misc;emeanors, city ordinance violations, 

Inclu\1lng traffic (less than $499 fine 
or 1 year Imprisonment). 

No JUry trials. 

+ Indlcatos route of appeal. 

-
MAGISTRATES COURT (5) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil under $3000. 
• Felony preliminaries, misdemeanors, 

trafflc Iless than $2,500 fine or 
1 ydar mprlsonment). 

Jury trials. 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (1) 
4 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil under $3,000. 
• Felony preliminaries, misdemeanors, 

traffic (less than ~2,500 fine or 1 
year Imprlsonment/. 

Jury trials. 

~- _ .. ------------._-_. 
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Kansas Supreme Court 
Court of last resort 
7 Justices 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

-
Beginning 
pending FII&d 

Caees: 
Appeala: 

Civil .......................... 136 223 
Criminal ...................... _7_7_ ~ 

Total appeals ................... 215' 34~ 
Other cases: 

Original proceedlng~: 
N/A X Habeas corpus .......... 

Mandamus ............... N/A X 
Disciplinary .............. 0 X 
Other ........... " ....... N/A X 

Total ....................... 7 23b 

Rlqu.,11 to appeal ......... 
23b Total other cases .............. 7 

Total cases· ........................ 222" 366 

Other ~roceedlngs: 
01 .r malten: 

Application lor Intermediate 
rellel, ••• , ••••••••••••••••••• __ 0_ _ 3_2 _ 

Total other proceedings •••••••••••• 0 32 

Manner of dlspos/flon 
Wrllten opinion .......... . 

Disposed End 
pending 

213 146 
--11lL- .J9..-

332 226" 

3 N/A 
5 N/A 

10 0 
2 N/A 

20 10 

20 10 

352 236-

_ 3_2_ _0 _ 
32 0 

290 

Boldlace headings Indlcllte the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space .. Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/A .. This case type Is handled by the court, buttha data are unavailable. 
X .. The data for this case type are knoWn to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this caso type. 

'lhese case totals are the figures brought lorward for Inclusion In Part I tallies. 
bOata on thf. number 01 each type of orlgtnal proceedlnel flied are not available. 
-AnnUal report totals do not Include the following appeal. data which were 

supplied by the slate court admlnldtrator's office: 
420 appeals pending but not docketed at start 01 fiscal year; 
211 appeals terminated prior to docketing during fiscal year; 
494 appeals pending but not docketed at end of fiscal year. 

Source: Judicial Council, Kansas Judicial Council Bulletin 1975, 49th Ann.Jal 
Report (Topeka, Kansas: December 1975). Also phone contact with state court 
admlnlstrator's office. Age 01 pending cases and time to disposition data are 
available. Statistics are Irom the annual report except that totals have been 
computed, where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been supplied 
during verification by the state court administrator or the clerk 01 the appeal" court. 



Kansas District Court 
Court of general JurIsdiction 
29 distrIcts, 63 Judges 
July 1, 1974-Julle 30,1975 

Civil'; 
Aulo lort ...................................................................... .. 
Non-aulo lort ................................................................... . 
Conlracl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Property 119ht~: 

Foreclosure •••••.••••••.•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property .............................................................. . 

Tolal .......................................................................... . 
Dom •• llc rolallone: 

Olvorce .................................................................... .. 
Separate maintenance ..................................................... . 
Annulment ................................................................. .. 
Reciprocal In ............................................................... . 
Recl;lrocal out •.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Olher domestlo relations ................................................... . 

Total .......................................................................... . 
Othet civil: 

Other regular civil ......................................................... . 
Extraardln,ry wrlla; 

K.S.A. 60-1507 ............................................................. . 
InJunction, quo warranlo, mandamus ..................................... .. 

Tolal .......................................................................... . 

TOlal civil ......................................................................... . 

CrimInal!>; 
Felony: 

Crime against person ..................................................... .. 
Crime against property ................................................... .. 
Other felony ............................................................... .. 

Total ........................................................................ .. 
MIsdemeanor: 

Mlcdemeanors .............................................................. .. 
Driving whllo Intoxicated ................................................... . 

Total .......................................................................... . 
Tralfle .......................................................................... . 
Appeal: 

Driving while Intoxicated ................................................... . 
other tralllc •••..••••••••••••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.• 
Other offenses ............................................................ .. 

Total ......................................................................... .. 
Tolal criminal ................................................. " ................. .. 

Grand total •••••••••.••..•••••••.•.•••..••••••••••••.••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Conlested Irlai' 
Jury Non-jury Total 

Civil ........... 387 8.482 8.869 
Criminal ....... 636 653 1,289 

Total ....... 1,023 9,135 10,158 

Boldlace headings Indicate the classlticatlons used by the NCSP. 

-Civil cases are counted at the ll11ng a! U cbmplalnt or petlllon. Appeals are iliad In 
categories according to the nature of Ihe caae. There were 31 civil appeals brought 
from the county court$ and 357 from city, magistrates, and common pleas court. 

"The unit of count for criminal cases Is thE! Information/Indictment or complaint. 
"Jury trials are counted when the jury Is Impaneled; non-jury trials are counted 

when the case Is contested (an attorney appears In opposition). 
"Includes appeals from lowel courts and other uncontested matters as well as 

dismissals. 

Selected case categorles-Jlmlted Jorlsdlctlon courts 
Kansas Probate Court and Juvenile Court 
109 courts, 109 lutjf~es 
July 1, 1974-Ju~l'fi 3.}, 1975 

Dom •• tte relallone: 
Adopllon proceedings ......... 

Total domestic relations ......... 
Probale: 

Estates ........................ 
Guardianship, ccnservatorshlp 
Trusts under supervision ...... 
Care and treatment proceed-

logs ......................... 
Determination of descent ...... 
Miscellaneous •••••••••••••••••• 
Foreign transcripts ............ 

Tclal probate· ................ _ .. 
JuvenUe: 

Total Juvenile .................... 

Beginning 
pending 

~ 
N/A 

8,536 
8,764 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
~. 
17,300' 

t:liA 

Flied 

~ 
N/A 

5,736 
1,757 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

.-1lia.. 
7,493' 

-wA 

End 
Olsposed pending 

2,309 ~ 
2,309 N/A 

5,720 8,552 
1,105 9,416 
1,696 N/A 
3,992 N/A 

2,641 N/A 
1,159 NII\ 
2,033 N/A 

18,546 17,968' 

"2o;4s1 "NiA 

Kansas 135 

-
Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

1,711 1,269 1,500 1,500 
1,359 1,304 1,205 1,458 
3,451 6,061 5,802 3,710 

506 1,124 1,067 543 
727 1,329 1,446 610 

1,233 2,453 2,533 1,153 

7,270 17,716 17,181 7,205 
418 555 633 340 
133 402 424 111 
302 1,085 993 :194 
107 965 958 114 
143 308 246 205 

8,373 21,031 21,035 8,369 

1,894 2,755 2,662 1,967 

46 62 79 29 
242 357 339 260 
268 419 418 289 

18.309 35,312' 35,175 18,446 

367 1,229 1,210 386 
619 2,645 2,807 657 
311 1,090 1,074 327 

1,297 5,164 5,091 1,370 

59 129 135 53 
26 58 (is 16 
85 187 203 69 
42 69 63 28 

95 329 316 lOB 
122 395 376 141 
169 582 567 164 
386 1,306 1,259 433 

1,610 6,726 6,636 1,900 

20,119 42,036 41,811 20.346 

Criminal dispositions 

Dismissed .................... 1,737" 
Guilty pleas .................. 3,610 
Trial convictions ............. 995 
Acquitted ..................... 294 

Source: Judlclsl CounCil, Kansas Judicial Council 81./1l0lln 1975, 49th Annual 
Report (Topeka, Kansas; 1915). Office of Judicial Administrator, Statls/lcal Report 
on the District Courts 1975 (Topeka, Kansas: 1915). Statlsllcs are from the annual 
reports except that totals have been computed, where necessary, and additional 
data have sometimes been supplied during verification by the state court administrator. 

Soldface headlngslndloate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NI A .. this case typo Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

'Pendlng and filing totals Include only data for estates and guardianshIp, 
conservatorship. Disposillons Include. all categories. 

Source: JudiCial Council, Kansas Judicial Council Bullelln 1975. 491h Annual 
Report (Topeka, Kansas: Deoember 1975). Stallsllcs are Irom the annual rep()rt 
except that totals have been computed, where necessary, lind addillonal data have 
60mellmes bean supplied during verllicallon by Ihe slate court admlnlstralor. 
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QUARTERLY COURT (120) 
County judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $500. 

Kentucky court system, 1975 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final civil and criminal appellate jurisdiction. 
• Appeals as of right in criminal cases with sentence 
greater than one year and civil actions over$2,500. 

• Discretionary civil appeals between $200 and 
$2,500. 

~--------------~r---""'---------'--, 

CIRCUIT COURT (55) 
82 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions over $50. 
• Criminal jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 

Jury trials. 

, 

Criminal 

COUNTY COURT (120) 
120 judges 

Jurisdiction: 

• Misdemeanors and traffic with fine less than 
$500, sentence iess than ore year. 

• Exclusive probate Jurisdiction. 
• Misdemeanors and traffic with fine less than $500, 
sentence less than one year. 

• Exclusive juvenile Jurisdiction. Appeflls de novo. 
Jury triais. 

POLICE COURT (344) 
344 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $500. 
• Misdemeanors and traffic with fine less than 
$500, sentence less than one year. Municipal 
ordinance violations. Felony preliminaries. 

,Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Appllals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (142) 
142 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $500. 
·/,lIsdemeanor and traffic with fine less than $500, 
fjentence less than one year. 



Kentucky Court 01 Arbpeallb 

Court 01 lalt relorl 
7 JUltlce. 
January 1, 1976-DeoemiJer 31,1976 

Beginning 
pending Flied 

Cases: 
Appe.I_a: 

Civil .......................... NtA 734· 
Criminal ...................... ...!:!LA...... ...ll.!l1l!-

Total appeaI6 ................... N/A 1,051 
Other caoos: 

Original proc.adln~lId ••••••• N/A 122" 
R,qu,," to 'pp .. : 

Motions tor apponl ...... ...!:!LA...... ~ 
Total othor CtlSOG .............. NtA 146' 

Total cnstls' ........................ N/A 1,199 
Other procOIldlngn: 

R.hearlng ,.qUilt' .............. NtA 185 
Oth.r nt.Il.II: 

Aollono tor InJunctivo 
rellol ....................... J::!LL. ~ 

Tolnl other procoodlngs ............ NtA 211 

Mannor o( disposlllon 
Wrlttan opinion ......... . 
By ardor .............. .. 

.. 
Disposed End 

pandlng 

NtA N/A 
...!:!LA...... ~ 

N/A N/A 
N/A NtA 

..t:!LtL-~ 
NtA 

N/A' 

180 

..t:!LtL-
N/A 

857 
293 

NtA 

NtA 

NtA 

J::!LL. 
NtA 

KentuckY '137 

aoldlaco hlladlngo Indlca"\ tho classltlcations used by tho NOSf'. 
Nt A .. This caoo typo Is handled by the court, but tho data I1ro unavailable. 

'These oaso totals are tho IIgur09 brought torwnrd lor Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"'The appellato districts at th6\ Court at APpeals became the Initial :SupromJ) Court 

districts; and the Judges 01 the 110Urts of nppee.ls r6presentlng those districts, as of 
January 1, 1976, became til!!! JUlItices 01 the Supreme Court on January 1, 1916. 

<>CIVIl/criminal brellkdown 01 Rl~poalo flied was computed based c'n lootnotes on 
page 2 01 annual raport. 

"Number 01 orlglnll prOO8ldlngl wao compu(Cld by 8ubtraotln~ total appeals 
Irom "Appoals and Original Actl~m8" total as lootnoted on page 2 of "Docket 
Repor\O tor Calendar Year 1975" In Ilflnuall·oport. 

'Court reported 1,330 ml;\t1ors dls,oosod during the year, but clltegory break­
dowr11l wero not given. 

Source: Judicial Counell. "Docket Roport for Calondar Vear 19i15," In Annulil 
Report for 1975 to tho JudicIal Conforenco (Franklort, Kontucky: 1076). SlatlstiCS 
are flom tho annual roport except that totals have boen computed, whare 
necessary, and additional data have soillatlmes boon supplilld during verification by 
tho sllIte court administrator or the clerk ot the appoals court. ________ ~ ___ ,----=, __ ~w. ________________________________________ ~ ______ ... ________________ , ______ .. 

Kentucl<y Circuit Court­
Court CII generlll Jurl;dlcllon 
56 clroult., 82 Judges 
January 1, 1975-0ecember 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pondlng 

Civil!>: 
Dom~etlc ... t.llonl ............... X 
athor cMt ........................ __ X_ 

Total civil ........................... 75,626 

CrImInate: 
Other crimi nil: 

Criminal ...................... X 
Appe.l.d •••••••••••••••••••••••••• -1L 

Total orlmlnal ....................... 10.825 

Grand total ............................ 86.453 

Flfod' 

24,672 
34.181 

58,85;) 

11,328 
~ 
12,732 

71,591 

Disposed End 
pondlng 

X X 
--L --!-
49,449 84,882' 

X X 
--){- -1L 
12.608 10.834' 

62,057 95,718' 

... 
Selected case categories - limited Jurisdiction courts 

Kentucky County Court 
120 court!!, 120 Judges 
January 1, 1976-December 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pondlng Filed 

Probate: 

Total probate ................. .. NtA 20.615 

Juvlnlle: 

Total Juvenllo ................. .. tlfA 24,583 

. -

,-
Disposed End 

pending 

NtA N/A 

NtA NtA 

Boldfaco heildlngs Indlcato the classifications used by tho NOSP. 
X .. TM data for this caS\! type aro known to bo Included In tho total. Data wore 

notavallablo bY category lor this cnso typo. 

acategory filings Bro as corrected by tho admlnlWativo ottlco 01 tho courts. 
bA civil case Is counted with the filing 01 a ¢omplalnt or potltlon. 
"'Tho criminal unit or count Is tho number 01 delendanis on each Informa-

tlonllndlctment. 
"Appeals lire both criminal and civil. 
-Chonlle In pendlnll .100II not equal the difference betmen tIIlngs and 

dispositions. Numborll are Ill' reported by the administrative ottlce 01 the courts. 

Sour~: Juc;llclal Council, Annual Report for 1976 to thtl Judicial Conf,rence 
(Franklort, Kentucky: 1976). Also unpublished data. Statistics orl'l Irom the annuill 
report and unpublished data except that totals have boon oomputed. Where 
necewuy, and additional datil have sometimes boen supplied dUring verification by 
the stato court odmlnlWator. 

.. 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A .. This case type Is handlod by tho court, but the data are unilvallabill. 

Source: Unpublished data. Statistics are from unpublished data except thot totals 
have baen computed. where necessary, and additional data havo sometimes beell 
supplied during verlflcatlon by the 8lat& court ndmlnlatralor • 

ft 
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Louisi~na court system, 19'15 

SUPREME COURT 
7 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
, Appeals In criminal cases with fines grealer than 

$500, sentence greater than 6 months; civil cases; 
and constitutionality of ordinance or statute. 

COURT OF APPEALS (4) 
29 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil appeals only. Appeals from 
Family/Juvenile Court. 

~t 
Fine greater than $500. 
Sentence greater than 6 months. 

... 

DISTRICT COURT (34) 
125 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original civil Jurisdiction • 

Exclusive real property, election, 
probate, civil rights, and receiver· 
ship Jurisdiction • 

Criminal pMl--+ ... -.----tP-.... .,..--.~f-. - Clvll-

~+. ,~ 
Civil 

• Original criminal JuriSdICtiOn. 
Exclusive lelany urlsdlctlon. 

Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials. 

1 
Juv~nlle 

FAMILY COURT (1) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
, Adopllon, non·support. desertion, 
separation, divorce. 

• Adult crimes against Juveniles not 
punishable by death or hard labor • 

• Neglect, delinquency. 

Civil greater than $100. 

I,.. 

+ Indicates route 01 ~ppeal. 

JUVENilE COURT (3) 
7 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Dosertlon, non,surport, adoption. 
• Adult crimes against Juvenile not 

punishable by death or hard labor. 
· Neglect, delinquency. 

CITY COURT(47) 
54judgas 
Jurlsdlctlon: 
• Civil varies from less than $100 to 

loss than $2,000. 
• Crllnlnal not punishable by hard 

labor. Preliminary hearings. 
• Juvenile If no Juvenile or family 
court. 

No J\lry trials. 

PARISH COURT (2) 
3 judges 
Jurlsdlctlon: 
• Civil actions undor $1,000. 
• Crllnlnal not punlshabe by 

hard labor. 
No Jury tr!als. 

JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE (461) 
Jurisdiction: 
:Clvll actions under $300. 
· Commlttrng magIstrate In non· 
capital case~. 

No Jury trials. 

Civil less than $100. 
Fine less than $500. 
Sentence less than 6 months . 

TRAFFIC COURT 
OF NEW ORLeANS (1) 
4 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Municipal ordinance, traffiC 

violations. 
No Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT OF 
NEW ORLEANS (1) 
4 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• City ordinance violations except 

traffic. 
No jury trials. 

MAYOR'S COURT 
Jurisdiction: 
• Municipal ordinance violations. 
No jury trials. 



Louiliana Supremo Court 
Court of la.t resort 
'! JUltlcel 
January 1, 1875-0ccember 31, 1975 

Beginning Fllad Disposod End 
pondlng pondlng 

Casos: 
Ap~al.: 

N/A Civil ...................... N/A 17 N/A 
Criminal .................. N/A 341 N/A N/A 
Appeals dlsposod ........ -NiA ~ ~ --wA Total appoals ............... 365 

Other cases: 
Oflglna' proc.tdlngl: 

N/A 1,24Q '1,183 Wrlta ................. N/A 
DISClpll'Mry .......... N/A 8 7 N/A 

Total ................... N/A 1,24B 1,170 N/A 
ne::u.llt 10 .ppeal ..... -'NiA 1:248 -mo ----wA Totnl othor caoes .......... 

Toilli caoos' .................... N/A 1,606 1,635 N/A 
Other procoodlngs; 

neh.arlng roqulIl ........... -1U8 ~ -lli --W8 
Tolnl oth~r prQcoodlngs ........ N/A 229 21B N/A 

Man;~r of disposition 
Wrlt!~n opinion........ ......... 514 
Appoals dismissed ............. 11 

Loul,lana 138 

I30ldfnce hOlldlll~a Indloele the claaaifioations used by ihfl NOSP, 
Glook bpaoe .. Not enough Information Is known. The cue ¢atlQOlV InIV Of lnay 

not be handled by Ihe court. 
N/A .. Thlo CIlBO type Is handled by the court, but the data are UOIVl:.iJIbIe. 
- - .. Not applicable. 

"'These caso tolals are the figures broUgllt forward lor InclUsion In Part I tabIeoI. 

Source: JudIcial AdminIstrator, JlXllclal Council Annual AtpOrl WIth 11175 
Stallst/cs-Aelated Da/a {New Orleans, Loul*fana: 1970). A1.o two "Semi-Annual 
Statistical Rasumes" provided by the clerk 01 oourt. Slatisllcs are IrOl'll U", annual 
fopon and tho resumes except thnt tol8ls have bello cGmputed, whtrll '*-'Y, 
and addillonal data havo somellmee ~n supplied during verification by 1M atale 
CO!Jrt administrator or Ihe clerk 01 tho!! appeals court, 

____ rr,,; __________________ """"', .... r _________________ """' ........ __ d::t=-_. ___ _ 

loul.lana Courts of Appeal 
Intermediate appellate court 
4 dlvl.Jons, 29 Judges 
January 1, 19;$<-December 31, 1975 

.. -----~---------.. --------------~-,---
l30glnnlng Filod 
pending 

Cases: 
App .. ll: 

Civil .................... .--2L 1.812 
Total appealsb .............. X 1,812 

Other cases; 
Original proc.edlngl: 

X 208 \ WrItS ................. 
R.qUllt8 to appeal ..... 

--X ~ Total other cases .......... 

Tolat cases' .................... 539d 2,Q20 

Other proceedings: 
Rehe.rlng rtqul!!te •••••••••• ~ -lli... 

Total 'Ithor proceodlngs ........ N/A 742 

Mannor 01 disposition 
Judgments rondo rod .. .. 
Cases dismissed ....... . 

O d End 
lopooo pending 

...1..§il. 
1,841 

192· 

192 
1,833 

-ill.. 
742 

1,505 
136 

---.! 
X 

X 
--X 

726 

_..tlLA 
NfA 

Goldlace headings Indicate the clwllloBlions \Jted by the NCSP. 
Glook space n Not enough Inlormalion la known. \'he calli category may Of may 

not be handled by the court. 
N I A .. This ca5ll type Is handled by the court, but thll data are UOIYIlIabI •• 
X '" Tho data lor this case type arll known to be IncllXled In the total. Data w.re 

not available by catogory for this oase typo. 

'These case totals Bra the flguree brought forward lor Inelutlon In PI,'" I IabIfI. 
bCourt!, ,':11'11 civil oPP"ala only. 
-Writs d\8poscd were computed by adding wrIl!1 reluaed and wrIla granted. 
Itaeplnnlng 01 year pending CUe! l'1e,.e computed from available datil. 

Sc>urce: Judicial Admlnla\retot, JlXllclol Council Annua, AepM 1I1t11 11175 
SlatlstlC90F/elaled Data (New orleans, l.oulslana: 197(1). StaUotlca .r. from the 
anr.lIal report eJtOl!pt Ihat lolal. have been computed, whore neclMllllY, and 
aJdl\!ona\ data have eome\lmes been euppl\ed during Wltlftca\1on by the mi. c.ourt 
administrator or Ihi:' clerk 01 the appeals court. 

- • 
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Loulalana Dlatrlct Court· 
Coul1 of general Jurisdiction 
34 districts, 125 judges 
Janu,ary 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

-- -
Civil!>: 

Total CIVn" ...................... 

Crtmlnetd; 

Total crlmlnal- ........ " ........ 

Grand total I ........................ 

Civil .......... .. 
Criminal ...... .. 

Tola!. ....... . 

JUry 

176 
1,189 
1,365 

Tria' 
Non-JUry 

18,811 
9,834 

21.1,645 

Boglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Totlll 

18,987 
11,023 
30,010 

Flied Disposed End 
pending 

----
122,633 93,111 N/A 

-----
212,523 204,945 N/A 

355,156 298,056 N/A 

Crlmlnsl dispositions 

Guilty plea ........... 127,066D 

Boldface headlrlgs Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NI A a This case typo Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

-Incomplete data were submitted lor st. Martin, St. Helena, and Terrebonne 
Parishes, and Orleans Criminal Dlstrlpl Court. 

bA civil case Is counted with tM filing of a complaint or petition. 
<Includes domaallo IIlallon., problt., mentel health, other civil cases. 
dThe criminal unll of count In 1975 was the case. 
'Includos ,.tonl.l, mildemlllno,., appeall, and IraNlc. 
'Jury trials are counted If the Jury Is sWOfn; non-Jury trlala It there Is an opening 

statement or the Introduotlon 01 any evldeme. 
PFlgure was calcUlated 'rom percent (62%) guilty pleas given In the annual report. 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judlcllli Counoll Annual Report wllh 1975 
Stllllstles-Rlllslad Dala (New Orleans, LOUisiana: 1976). Statistics are trom the 
annual report except that lotals have betin computed, where neoessary, and 
additional data havo sometimes been supplied dUring Verification by the state court 
administrator', 

______ ... ~ ________ ' ____ ........ -u.--------------------------------------------~"g.--------------__________ _ 

S&lected (18SEl categc,rles-lImlted Jurisdiction courts 

Louisiana City smd F'arlsh Courts 
49 QQui1&, 57 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 __ ua~ ____ '~"' __ ' ______________________________ __ 

Juvenile: 

Beginning 
pending Flied End 

Disposed pending 

Total Juvenile .............. _ .. .. N/A 13,718 11,198 N/A 
Boldtace headings Indicate the cl!1ss1tlcations used by the NCSP. 
Nt A = This caJIe type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

Source: Judicial Administrator, Judicial Council Annual Report wllh 1975 
Stsllsllcs-Relatad Dat,Q (New Orleans, Louisiana: 1976). Statistics are from the 
annual report except thElt lotals have been computed, where necessary, and 
additional data have 9clmf,tlmes been Qupplled during verlflcaUon by the state court 
admlnlatrator. 

Louisiana Famll~' CClurt and Juvenl~e Court 
4 courts, 9 judgo" 
January 1, 1975-.. Decembor 31, 1975 

Data for special family and Juvenile courts are by categories QI civil and criminal lor 
1975. There were no dal:a by category 'or Juvenile or dome.lle relellons (adoption, 
non-support. dosertlon, separation, divorce). There were 6.684 filings lor civil and 
19,914 for criminal In those courts, Dispositions were 8,748 lor civil and 24,138 for 
criminal. 

-------------, ... ~~------.. ---------------------



--- --------~.---------------

MaIne 141 

Maine court system, 1975 

DISTRICT COURT (13) 
20 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions under $20,000, divorce, 
annulment, sepaiatlon, quiet tltie, 
small claims. 

o Misdemeanors. 
• Juvenile. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
BJuslices 
Jurisdiction: 
o Original jurisdiction In equity concurrent 

wltb OUperlor Court. 
o Hears Ilnal appeals from lower courts 

and appellate review of criminal 
sentencing. 

SUPERIOR COURT (16) 
141udges 
Jurlsdh~tlon: 
· Original jurisdiction In civil. 

Equity matters relating to estates. 
· Original Jurisdiction In criminal. 
· Juveniles bound over for grand jury. 
Criminal appeals are de novo. 
Jury trlalt!. 

, , 

PROBATE COURT (16) 
1B]udges 

Jurisdiction: 

~
o Wills, testamentary or administration, 
settlement 01 estates. Guardianship. 
Adoptions, change of name, and actions 
for separation, 
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Maine Supreme Judicial Court 
Court of last resort 
6 Justices 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

Cases: 
Appoall: 

119 Civil .......................... 79" 131 91 
Criminal ...................... ~ ...1llL- ...11L -ill-

Total appeals.., ................. 183" 268 205 

Other cases: 
Original proceedlngl ••• , •••• 
Oplnlone of Justice ........... 9 
Requelta to appeal ......... 

Total other cases .............. 9 

Total cases ......................... 183" 268 214d 

Manner of disposition 
Wrillen opinion................. 140 

Maine Superior Court 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
16 counties, 14 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning' 
pending Flied 

CiVil": 

Total civil ........................ 7,394 5,158 

Crlmtnale; 
Other crlmlnald; 

Indictments ................ X X 
Transfers •••••.•••••••••••• X X 

Totald --....4..1QQ ~ 
Total criminal .................... 4,100 8,734 

Grand total ......................... 11,494 13,B92 

TrialS" 

Disposed 

4:364 

2,508 
6,482 
~ 

8,900 

13,354 

Civil............................ 2B8 
Criminal.. • .. .. • .. .. ...... .. .. .. 600 

Total ......................... 8BB 

246b 

246 

End' 
pending 

---a:18e 

X 
X 
~ 

3,844 

12,032 

Selected case categories-limited Jurisdiction courts 
Maine District Court 
13 districts, 20 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Beginning Flied 
pending 

Oome.llc retatlonl' 
Divorce " ........ " ... "" .... NtA 7,262 
Reciprocal ...... , ............ , --t:!L8 24 

Total domestic relations ........ N/A 7,286 

M.mt., heatth: 

Total mental health ............. IVA 304 

JuvenUe: 

End 
Disposed pending 

N/A N/A 
--t:!L8 --t:!L8 

NtA N/A 

N/A IVA 

Totul Juvenile................... IVA --:I,5e6 IVA --wA 
Boldlace heGdlngs Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP, 
Nt A .. This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are Unavailable. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report, Augusf,1975-Decem­
ber, 1976 (Auburn, Maine: 1977). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals hav61 been computed, where necessary, end additional data have sometimes 
been supplied during verification by tho state court admln!atrator. 

Boldface headings Indicate the claSSifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank apace = Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
-- = Not applicable. 

'These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"1976 annual report data were used for 1975 year end pondlng data. 
ceeglnnlng of year pending data were computed from available data. 
dCasefiow does not add up because 0 "Opinions of Justices" are reported as 

disposed mailers only. 

Source: Unpublished statistical data received from tha state court administrator 
were basis of 1975 filings and disposition •• Also Administrative Office of the Courts, 
Annual Report August, 1975-Decomber, 1976 (Auburn, Maine: 1977). Statistics are 
from the unpublished data and annual report except that totals have been 
computed, where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been supplied 
during verification by the state court administrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 

Boldface headings Indicate the claSSifications used by the NCSP. 
X = The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this casa type. 

'Beginning pending was obtained from 1974 report to the Chief Justice. End 
pending figures were calculated from filings, dispositions, and beginning pending. 

"CIvil cases are counted with the filing of a complaint or petition. 
cThe unit of count for criminal cases Is the Informatlonllndlctment or complaint. 
"Includes both felont .. and ml,clemeanoro as Indictments and transfers. 
'The state counts trials when they are begun. 

SourC6: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report August, 1975-
December, 1976 (Auburn, Maine: 1977). Also "Summary of Clerks Monthly Report 
to the Chief Justice for the Year Ending December 31, 1974" (unpublished). 
Statistics are from the annual report and the unpublished data except that totals 
have been computed, where necessary, and IIddltional data have sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the state court administrator. 

Maine Probate Court 
16 courts, 16 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Thera were no data ava:13ble for probate or domeltlc relation. (adoption, change 
of name, actions for separation) cases handled In the Probate Court. 



Maryland court system, 1975 

I CIRCUIT COURT (29) 
85 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

COURT OF APPEALS 
7 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Certiorari review of Court of Special Appeals. 
• Uniform Certification of Questions of law Act. 

'I' 

COURT OF SPECIAL APPEALS (1) 
12 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive Initial appeliate Jurisdiction over any 
reviewable judgment of a Circuit Court or 
Orphans' Court. 

• Civil acllons over $2,500. Probate In Montgomery 
and Harford. 

• Felonies, misdemeanors (fine greater than $2,500, 
sentence greater than 3 years.) 

• Juvenile (except Montgomery County). 
Appeals de novo and on record. 
Jury trials. 

I' 

, 

ORPHANS' COURT (22) 
66 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Maiyland 143 

DISTRICT COURT (1) 
80 judges and chief judge 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $5,000, landlord and tenant. 
• Felony theft If value Is under $500, misdemeanors, 
ordinance violations (fine less than $2,500, 
sentence less than 3 years). Felony preliminaries. 

• Exclusive Jurisdiction over administration of 
estates of decedents and minors, orphans, wards 
and guardians. Handled by Circuit Court In 
Montgomery and Harford. 

• Juvenile (In Montgomery County). 
No jury trials. . -------' 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

----------------,-----------------1 
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Maryland Court of Appeals 
Court of last resort 
7 Justlcot:l 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Cases: 
Appeal.: 

Civil .......................... 
Criminal ...................... 

Total appeals" .............. 

Other cases: 
Orlgtnal proceedIng.: 

Disciplinary .......... 
Requ.lta 10 appeal: 

Applications for 
certiorari ........... 

Total other cases .............. 

Total cases' ........................ 

Other proceedings: 
Other mattere: 

Bar exam review ............. 
Bar admittance review ....... 

Total ............................ 

Total other proceedings ............ 

Manner of Cllsposltlon 
Written opinion ....... 172 

81glnnlng 
pondlng Flied Disposed 

10 220 209 
_ 1_0_ _3_2 _ --'llL 

20 252" 247" 

0 21 21 

__ 0_ 
~ ~-

0 504 504 

20 756 751 

0 24 24 
0 47 47 __ 0_ _ 7_1 _ _7_1 _ 

0 ','1 71 

Disposition of appeals 
,I\fflrmed ............... 
Reversed .............. 
Dismissed ............. 
Remanded ............. 
Transferred out ....... 
Affirmed In part, 

reversed In part ..... 
Modified and 

affirmed ............. 

Maryland Court of Special Appeals 
Intermediate appellate court 
12 Judges 
.1uly 1, 1974-Ju'1e 30, 1975 

Beginning 
pending Flied Disposed 

Cases: 
Alppeal.: 

Civil ...................... 91 523 538" 

End 
pending 

21 
__4_ 

25 

0 

__0_ 
0 

25 

0 
0 

__0_ 

0 

85 
61 
46 
3 

29 

7 

5 

End 
pending 

76 
Criminal" ................. 57 631 577" __ 1~1_1 

----=i4B 1;154 'rotal appeals ............... 1,115" 

Othor cases: 
Original proceeding •.•.• 
,1Iequ •• ta \0 appeal: 

Application for 
leave to appeal ... ___ 0 132 132 -m 132 Tohll other cases .......... 

Tl)tal callOS' .................... 

Manner of disposition 
Written Glplnlon ....... . 
Per curiam ........... . 

- -

804 
492 

0 

148 1,286 1,247 

Disposition of appeals 
Aftlrmed ............ . 
Reversed ........... . 
Partially affirmed •••• 
Other .............. .. 
Dismissed ......... .. 

187 

___ 0 

0 

187 

610 
131 

29 
82 

243 

Boldface headings Indl~.,,"e the classifications used by the NCSP. 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"CIvil, criminal breakdowns of appeals flledfdisposed were computed from 

available data. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1974-75, 1975-76 
(Annapolis, Maryland). Source of ca~s and time to disposition data are available. 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed, where 
necessary, and additional data have someUmes been SUpplied during verification by 
the state court administrator or Ihe clerk of the appeals court. 

Boldtace headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

nol be handled by the court. 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"Criminal/civil breakdowns of appeals disposed were computed from available 

data. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts, Annual Report 1974-75. 1975-76 
(AnnapoliS, Maryland). Statistics are from Ihe an~ual report except that lotals have 
been computed, wham necessary, and additional data have sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the stale court administrator or the clerk of the 
appeals court. 



Maryland CIrcuIt Court 
Court of general Jurlsdlct.lon 
29 courts, 85 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Civil": 
Law: 

Confessed JUdgmenls • , .................................... , , ..... . 
Otller law ......................................................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Auto tori ............................................................. .. 
NOil-auto 10rt ••.••..••. , ••.•..•... , ' ...•••. ~""""""""""""".' 
Contract ••• , , ••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••• ,".'" ,.", •••••••••••••• 
Equity: 

Other equity ....................................................... . 
Property rights: 

Condemnation ............... , ................................... .. 
Foreclosure •••••••.••• , •• , ••• , •••• , ••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••• 

TotaL •••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••.•••••••••••• , •••••• , •••••••••••••••• 
Domeillc rolallone: 

Divorce ............................................................ . 
Adoption ......................................................... .. 

TJ:I~~~~I.~.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : 
Admlnlltrallve: 

Administrative agency ••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 
Appeals: 

District court.,., ............................... , ................ , •• 
Extraordinary write: 

Habeas corpus ................................................... .. 

Total civil ................................................................ . 

Criminal": 
OIh.r Criminal: 

Desertion ........................................................... . 
Other crlmlnBI •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 
Adult offenses against juveniles ................................. .. 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeals: 

Motor vehicles ................................................... .. 
Criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ............................. ' ................................... . 
Extraordinary writ.: 

Post-convlctlon .................................................... . 

Total criminal ............................................................ . 

Juv8n!la: 
Delinquency •••••••••• , ............................................... .. 
Dependoncy: 

Dependency and neglect' ........................... , ........... .. 

Total juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

GraNd tolal .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Civil •••••••••••• 
Criminal •••••••• 

Total ........ 
Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

JUI)! 
1.130 
1,513 
2.643 

1'011 A a This case type Is ~andled by tile court, but the data are unavailable. 

'A civil case Is counled with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
"The criminal unit of count Is the number of Informations/Indictments. 
"Children In need of supervision cases are Included with dependency and neglect 

cases. 
dA jury case Is counted when It Is tried to verdict: a non- jury case when Ihere Is an 

opening statement or the Introduction 01 any evldonce. 

Selected csse categories-limited Jurisdiction C(;urts 

Maryland Orphans Court 
22 courts, 66 judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 
There were no data available for probate cases handled In the Orphans Court. 

Maryland 145 

Beginning 
pending Flied 

N/A 1,488 
N/A 1,576 
N/A 3,064 
N'A 6,012 
1'1"" 2,399 
N/A 4,341 

N/A 7,826 

N/A 513 
N/A 1,671 
N/A 2,184 

N/A 21,303 
N/A 2.456 
N/A 5,144 
N/A 28,903 

N/A 1,238 

N/A 787 

.lilA 
_____ .§Z§ 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
NlA 

N/A 

NtA 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

Tria" 
Non-JUI)! 

12.715 
13.696 
26,411 

57,330 

1!,O17 
2'2,280 

120 
24,411 

2,019 
2,005 
.01,904 

405 

29,726 

21.731 

3,479 

25.210 

112,266 

Total 
13.845 
15.209 
29.054 

Disposed End 
pending 

1,409 N/A 
2,$44 N/A 
3,75.1 N/A 
7,270 N/A 
3,011 N/A 
4,398 N/A 

5,479 N/A 

472 N/A 
1,257 N/A 
1,729 N/A 

19,028 N/A 
2.343 N/A 
3,600 N/A 

24.971 N/A 

1.170 N/A 
1,251 N/A 

536 Nt~ 

53,570 N/A 

1,657 N/A 
20,528 N/A 

133 NIA 
22,318 N/A 

2,210 NtA 
2,748 N/A 
4,958 N/A 

409 N/A 

27,005 N/A 

20.999 N/A 

3,628 1'01/6 

24,627 N/A 

105,882 N/A 

Source: Administrative OffiCII of the Courts. Annual Report 1974·75 (Annapolis, 
Maryland). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been 
compuled. where necessary. and additional data have someUmos been supplied 
during Verification by Iho alate court administrator. 

Dll!trlct Callrt of Montgomery County. Maryland 
1 court, 2 Juvenile Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Then! W/lr8 no data available by C,1togory lor IUYlln11. cases han<.!l'!d 'n the DIstrIct 
Court of Montgomery County. General caseflow dabl are available. .-
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Massachusetts court system, 1975 

_Deathor <_ 
- 'life Imprisonment. --

, 

SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
· Final appellate Jurisdiction In civil and crlrr;l':al 

matters. 
• Criminal appeals of death or life Imprisonment 

sentence. 

1 .. 

APPI;ALS COURT 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Criminal (except death or life Imprisonment), 

law, equity, and administrative appeals. 

SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
46 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Unlimited civil. 
• Felonies, mlsdeme3'1ors. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. , 

Criminal 

DISTRICT COURT (72) 
67 full·time, 16 part·tlme, 

BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT (1) 
10 Judges 

81 special Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original civil. 
• Felonies (sentence less than five 

years). Misdemeanors. 
• Juvenile If no Juvenile court. 
Civil appeals are heard by this court's 

appellate division. 
No jury trials In original cases. Court 

may have slx·man jury trial on criminal 
appeal of Its own case. 

Jurisdiction: 
• General civil, domestic relations, 

landlord·tenant. Felonies (line $5,000, 
sentence 5 years). Misdemeanors. 

• Civil appeals are heard by this court's 
· appellate division. 
Jury trials In criminal. 

JUVENILE COURT (4) 

HOUSING COURT (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Matters (civil and criminal) relating 

to health, safety, or welfare of 
occupant In place of human 
habitation. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

4 full·tlme, 2 part·tlme judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• All Juvenile matters. 

LAND COURT 

Jurisdiction: 
• Land registration and confirmation • 

I 

COURTS OF PROBATE 
AND INSOLVENOY (14) 
27 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Probate of wills, admlnlstratlnn of 

estates, guardianship, adoption. 
Equ~ty Jurisdiction In such cases. 



------------------------------------------------____________ aa .. .m __ .. ,---------

MassachuseHs Supreme Judicial Court 
Court of Isst resort 
7 Justices 
July 1,1974-June 30, 1975 

Cases: 
Appeala (rull court): 

Civil .......................... 
Criminal ...................... 

Total lull court appaals •••• 
Single j~"ltice ~peals-: 

Civil .......................... 
Criminal ...................... 

Total single justice appeals 
Total appeRls ................... 

Other cases: 
Orl91n81 proceedings: 

Single Justice original 
procgedlngs" .......... 

Reque." to appeal ......... 
Tolal other cases .............. 

Total casse ......................... 

Other proceedlrgs: 
Oll1or matto,..: 

Single Justice matters": 
Other civil ............... 
Other criminal ........... 

Total ............................ 
Total other proceedings ............ 

Manner of disposlllon 
(Full court appeals) 
Written opinion............ 244 
Rescript oolnlon........... 24 

Beginning Fliad Disposed End 
pending pending 

N/A X 181 N/A 
N/A X 87 N/A 
N/A 327 268 N/A 

N/A 98 98 N/A 
N/A 166 166 N/A 

.l:!LL.. 264- ~ .l:!LL.. 
N/A 591'b 532- N/A 

N/A 153" 153" N/A 

t:iIA ~ 1'530 NIA-. , 
N/A 744"" 585"" NfA 

59 N/A N/A 59 
N/A 33 '33 N/A 

.l:!LL.. 92" 92" .lilA-
N/A ~ ~ NfA 

Disposition 01 full court appeals 
Affirmed.... .... .. .... .. • 132 
Reversed.. .. .. .. .. .. .... 69 
Modified and af-

firmed................. 11 
No decision In lower 

court.. ................ 46 
Dismissed ............... 10 

MassachuseHs ~ppeals Court 
Intermediate Appellate Court 
6 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30,1975 

Cases: 
Appella: 

Civil ......................... . 
Criminal .................... .. 
Unsp~clf1ed cases disposed • 

Total appeals ................. .. 

Other cases: 
Original proceeding ••••••••• 
Roqu .. " to appeal ........ . 

Total other cases ............ .. 

Totlll cases· ....................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Othor matt,,..: 

Petitions for Interlocutory 
relief ...................... . 

Tbtal other proceedings .......... .. 

Manner of dlsPoDlt/on 
Written opinion............ 98 
DeCisions not ren-

dered.................... 12 
Dismissal/withdrawal...... 130 
Disposed without 

opinion after 
argument................ 6 

Rescript opinions.......... 158 
Transferred to 

Supreme Judicial 
Court .................... 120 

Reported to Su­
prem6 Judicial 
Court.................... 1 

Other....................... 45 

Beginning Flied 
pandlng 

End 
Disposed pending 

X 
X 

5 

5 

X 209 X 
X 65 X 

-&l!L 
67iib 570 30sb 

1170" 570 305-

.l:!LL.. .l:!LL.. ~._ ..JUA-
N/A N/A 1,864 N/A 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. • 182 
Reversed.. .. • .... .. • .. .. • 50 
Partially affirmed ......... 11 
Other..................... 3 
Dismissed ................ 10 

MassachuseHs '141 

Boldface hepulngs Indicate the classltlcatlons used by the NCSP. 
Blank spso(j = Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/A = This case typa Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data tllr this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this case type. 

'These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"Massaohusetts Supreme Judicial Court jUstices sit (on a rotational basis) In 

"single Justice sessions." DUring these sing e Justice sessions, 509 mal/em wero 
handled. An unknown number of these cases were referred to the full court for final 
disposition. 

arotal appeals flied arid disposed contain both full court and single Justice session 
cases. As explained In footnote b, there may be som!: Jouble co~ntlng In this total. 

Source: Executive Secretary, 19th Annual Report to the Supren'fl Judicial Court 
1974-75 (Boston, Massachusetts: 1975). Also phone contact with the state court 
aclmlnlatratN. Time to case dlspo~Jtion and source of case (by county) data are 
available. Slatlstics aro from the annual report and the state court administrator 
except that tolals have been computed, whers ntlCessary, and additiona:l data have 
sometimes been supplied during verilication by the state court administrator or the 
clerk of the appeals court. 

Boldface headings Indicate the claSSifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space '" Nol enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
Nt A = This case typa Is handled by the ccurt, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data for this case type are known te. be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this case type. 
- - '" Not applicable. 

'These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"Both the MaGSachusetts Rules of Crlmlnal Procedure and the MassachUsetts 

Rules of Appellate ProcedUre were modilled effectiVe July 1, 1974. These 
modifications helped account for an Increase In filings from :i851n FY 1974 to 875 In 
FY 1975. 

Source: Executive Secretary, 18th Annual Report /0 the Supreme Judicial Court 
1973-74, 19th Annual Report to the Supreme JudicIal Court 1974-75 (Boston, 
Massachusetts: 1974, 1975). Also telephone contact with state court administrator. 
Source of cases and time to disposition data are available. Statistics are from the 
annual reports and the state court admlnMrator except that totals. hove been 
computed, where necessary, and additional data haVe! sometimes been supplied 
during verification by the state court administrator or the clerk of tho appeals court. 
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MassachuseHs Superior Court· 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
14 courts, 46 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

Civil": 
Other civil: 

Jury cases ................ 50,985 18,963 17,545 50,403 
Non-jury casus ............ 34,316 15,284 10.013 39,587 

Total ......................... . 85,301 32,247 27.558 89,990 
Total civil ........................ 85,301 32,247 27,558 89,990 

Crlmlnale: 
Felony: 

Indictment" .. '" ........... 21,596 17,330 19,093 19,833 
Appeals: 

Appeals ................... 15,912 17,654 14,466 19,100 
Sentence review .......... 459 499 527 431 

Total ......................... 16,371 18,153 14,993 19,531 
Total criminal .................... 37,967 35,483 34,086 

Grand total ......................... 123,268 67,730 61,644 

TrIaI' 
Criminal.. .. .... .. ... ..... .. .. 2,896 
Criminal appeal.............. 1,521 

Total criminal. ............. 4,417 

39,364 

129,354 

Selected case categories-limited Jurisdiction courts 

MassachuseHs District Court 
72 courts; 67 full-time, 16 part-time, 81 speclol Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Dome.llc relallon.: 
Neglecl/non-support ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Uniform reciprocal support ............................................ . 

Total domestic relations ................................................ .. 

Manlal health: 
Mentally III cOll1lOitments .............................................. . 

Total menta! l1ealth ..................................................... .. 

Juvenile: 
DeliriqUency: 

Drug complaint .................................................... . 
Other Juvenile complaint ......................................... .. 

Total •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dependency: 

Noglected chlldllln ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Children In n"d 01 lupervilion ................... " ................ . 

Total juvenile ............................................. ' ....... , ..... .. 

MossochuseHs Juvenile Court 
4 courts; 4 full-time, 2 part-time Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Juv.nlle": 
Dellnqu.ncy: 

Juvenile criminal., ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oellnquant ......................................................... . 
Delinquency appeals .............................................. . 

Total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Depend,ncy: 

Children In need 01 care and protection ......................... . 
.. Children In need 01 care and protection appeals ............... .. 

Total ................................................................. . 
Child,," In nMd 01 Gup.rvl.lon: 

Children In need of supervision ................................. .. 

Total juvenile ............................................................ . 
Bold/ace headings Indicate the classlflcatlons used by the NCSP. 
N/A • This case type Is handled by the court. but the data are Unavailable. 

"The unit 01 count Is the number 01 children procOStled. 

Boldlaco headings Indicate tho classifications used by tho NCSP. 

"District Court and Boston Municipal Court data are not InclUded as general 
Jurisdiction courts since these courts may only give a mlsdomeanOo' sentence to a 
lelony case. 

bA civil case Is countlld with the IIIlng 01 a complaint or petition. 
"The criminal unit 01 count Is the number ollnlormatlon/lndlctments. 
"Most are lelonles (sentence >21/, years); some serious misdemeanors may be 

listed as Indlotments. 
"All trials that have begun are counted. 

Source: Executive Secretary, 191h AnnUIII Report to th8 Supreme JudIcIal Court 
1974-75 (Boston, Massachusetts: 1975). Statistics are from the annual report 
except that totals have been computed, Where necessary, and additional data nave 
sometimes been supplied during verification by the state court administrator. 

'-Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

N/A 3,557 N/A N/A 
N/A 3,Q85 N/A N/A 
N/A 6,643 N/A N/A 

N/A 3,869 N/A N/A 
N/A 3,869 N/A NfA 

NfA 1,325 N/A N/A 
N/A 33,451 N/A N/A 
N/A 34,776 N/A N/A 

N/A 642 N/A N/A 
N/A 1,888 N/A N/A 
N/A 37,306 N/A N/A 

Boglnnlng Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

N/A 141 N/A N/A 
N/A 10,692 N/A N/A 
N/A 3 N/A N/A 
N/A 11,036 N/A N/A 
N/A 436 N/A N/A 
N/A 37 N/A N/A 
N/A 473 N/A N/A 
N/A 669 NLa N/A 
N/A 12,178 N/A N/A 

- J 



------------------------------------•. -------------------

Selected esse categories-limited Jurisdiction courts (cont'd) 

MallachuseHs Courts of PrC)bate and Insolvency 
14 court., 21 Judgos 
July 1, 1914-June 30, 1975 

Dom •• llc nll.lloM: 
Separate support and maintenance .................................. " ........ . 
Desertions and !lvlng apart alloWed............ .. ............................ .. 
Custody of minors ............................................................. .. 
Divorce ........................................................................ .. 
Adopllons ....................................................................... . 

Total domestio relations ......................................................... .. 

Probet.: 
Guardianship •••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• 
Administration .................................................................. . 
WlIIs ........................................................................... .. 
Trusteeships ......................... , •••••••••••• '" ........................... . 
Other probate ................................................................. .. 

Tolal probato •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A .. This case type Is handled by the c:ourl, but the data are unavailable. 
X .. Tho data for this caso type are known to be InclUded In the total. Data wero 

nol available by calegory for this case type. 

bQoes not Include desertion and living apart Of adoption filings. 
tPrrobate filings were obtained by subtracting olher filings from the lotal. 

Source: Executive Secretary. 19th Annual Roport to fhe Supreme JudicIal Court 
1974·75 (Boston. Massachusetts: 1975). Statisllcs are from the annual rGport 
oxcept Ihat lotal& have been computed, where necessary, and addltlonal data have 
sometimes been SUl'plied durfng verl/lcallon by the stato court admInIstrator. 

Boston MunIcIpal Court 
1 court, 10 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

There were no data available by category for domestic relation. cases handled In 
the Boslon MunIcipal Court. Totals across all cIvil categorIes are available. 

Beginning 
pending 

NIA 
NlA 
NIA 
NIA 
NIA 
N/A 

NlA 
NIA 
NIA 
N/'" N/A 
NIA 

-

Flied 

6.659 
NIA 
348 

28.544 
NIA 

35,5S1 b 

x 
x 
x x 
x 

66.782" 

Massachusetts 149 

-
Disposed End 

pending 

8.663 N/A 
28 N/A 

173 N/A 
30.597 NIA 

3.317 NlA 
42.778 N/A 

1,940 N/A 
10,982 N/A 
11.175 N/A 

1.224 N/A 
23,020 t:!/8 
49.341 NIA 
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COURT OF CLAIMS (1) 
1, circuit Judge serves 
Jurisdiction: 
,Excluelve Jurisdiction of claims 
and demands against Stale. 

No lury trials. 

DISTRICT COURT 
(86) 
185 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive clvllllllgalion 
under $10,000 excluding 
equity. Small claims under 
$300. 

• Misdemeanors, ordinance 
violations with sentence 
less than 1 year, felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

tlndicates route of appeal. 

Michigan court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
7 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
, Hears cases that are appealed to It from 
all courts. 

-
COURT OF APPEALS (3 PANELS) 
181udges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appeals as a matter of right from Circuit Court 
and Recorder's Court of Detroit. 

r-----~-----------,------------~ f t 
CIRCUIT COURT (48) 
1381udges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Exclusive domestic relations, equity, and geperal 
civil over $10,000. 

- Exclusive felony Jurisdiction except where there 
are special criminal courts. 

Appeals de novo or on record. 
Jury trials. 

RECORDER'S COURT 
OF DETROIT (1) 
23 judges 
Jurlsdlcllon: 
-All criminal within Detroit. 
Felony. misdemeanor, 
municipal ordinance 
Violations, and !rafflc. 

Jury trial:" 

..... _-., .. ,,""'"". --------' 

PROBATE COURT 
(83) 
103 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive Jurisdiction of 

cases pertaining to wills. 
estates, and other related 
matters. 

- Exclusive delinquency, 
dependency, neglect 
Jurisdiction. 

Jury trials In Juvenile. 

COMMON PLEAS 
COURT OF DETROIT 
(1 ) 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive civil actions 
under $5,000 in Detroit. 
Civil actions under 
$10,000. Small claims 
under $300. Landlord and 
tenant. 

- Criminal arraignments In 
Wayne County. 

Jury trials. 

, 

MUNICIPAL 
COURTS (24) 
32 judges 
Jur!sdlctlon: 
• Civil, landlord and tenant 
under $1.500. Some 
courts handle small 
claims. 

• Misdemeanors, traffic, 
and ordinance violations, 
with fine less than $500 
and sentence less than 3 
months. 

Jury trials. 

J 



Mlchlgail Supreme Court 
Court ()' la8t resort 
7 Jusllces 
JanurJ/Y 1, 1975-Decomber 31, 1975 

... , .. -----.--.. --------------~~--------------
Beginning Flied Olspooed End 
pending pending 

C050S: 
Appe~" ........................ .. .li!A.- .li!A.- ..NLtL- .lILa-

Total appelllsb ................ .. N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Other oases: 

Original l)rocHdlng ......... 
R.qutlll to appeal: 

Appllcallons granted 
nwailing disposilion ••• 

Una$$19n~d ............. . 
Assigned to commis-

sioners ............... .. 

198 143 
70 139 

112 114 
Total ...................... . ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Total other cases ............ .. 380 952 936 

Totnl CLiSes' ...................... .. 380b 952b 938b 

Manner 01 dlsposlf/on 
By opinion ..................... 131 

Michigan Court at Appeals 
Intermediate appellate court 
3 panels, 18 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

CaGes: 
Appell.; 

Civil ,., ••.•• , •••••••••••••••••.••.••.•• "., ••••••••••••• , •••••• , •••• 
Criminal •••••.. , •••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••. , •••••• , •• " ••• , •••• , •• 

Tottll apponls .•••• , ., •••••• ,., ••••••••••• , ••••••••• " ••••••• , •••••• ,., 

Other caoos: 
OrIgInal proceedlngl: 

Haboaa corpus ................... , ........................... . 
Mandamus ...... , ••.•• , •••••• , ... , ....... , ... , ..... ,."., .. , ... 
(\uporlnlondlng control .......... , ........................... .. 

Total ••••••• , ................... , ......... , •••• , ... , ............. . 
R_qu •• ta 10 .PIMal: 

Civil application .••••• , •• ' ••••••• ,' •• , •••••••••• , •• , ••••• , ••• '" 
Civil appllea\!on (dolayed) .................................... . 
Criminal applicUtlon., ......... "., ......... , ....... , .... , •. , ... 

396 

396b 

Michigan 151 

Boldfaco hendlngslndlcate the alaMltlcalions used by the NC$P, 
Blank Spaco .. Not enough Information Is known. The cnee category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/A co This caso type 18 handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
-- .. Not applicable. 

'Those case totals aro tho ligures brought lonvard lor Incluslon In Part I tables. 
l>Court Indicates that "BpproY)mately 99 percent at all appeola 10 the Michigan 

Supreme Court aro dlsorellonary. Appeals 01 right exist only for cerlaln Slate Bnr 
Grievance Board cases and lor Judicial dlsclpllno caSO$. Tho few appeals of rfght 
1\1'9 accounted for In Ihl$ report as 11 lhey Wtlre npplloallorl$ for discretionary 
appeals." Appeals IIled and disposed ot during the year aro Included Within the 
roqlHltte la.PI"al category. 

Sourco: Unpublished document entitled, "Status Report, Part I: Number of Cases 
In Sach Stago" provided by clerk 01 the Supr~me Court. Document gives calendar 
year data for 1974, 1975.l!nd 1976. Stal1~UCt'l are from the unpubllehed data except 
thaI totals have been computed where neeesaary. 

aeglnnln: 
pending 

1,034 
1,597 
2,631 

2 
5 

24 
31 

244 
68 
75 

Flied 

984 
2,106 
3,090 

9 
54 

122 
185 

507 
64 

244 

DIsposed End 
pending 

679 1,139 
1.g07 2,3~ 
2,188 3,G35 

8 3 
50 9 

128 18 
186 30 

692 159 
61 81 

239 80 

(Jr~~~:~e~~I~:?~I.~~.,., ,. , •• ,." ••• , •• " •• , •••• ,.,. "", ••• "., 
Tatar ••••••••• f •••••• tll ••••••• II •••••••••••••••••• II •••••• , ...... . 

Totsl other cases ........................................ " ........ .. 

166 
-~ 

554 

345 
1.162 
1.345 

239 262 
1.131 §§2 
1,317 1192 

Total casts' I t ~ •••• t •• f ••• ' •• t.1'." i" t •• , •• J •• ,',. It •• ,., 1.,.", ~I f"'" 

Other prooeedlnlls: 
R.hl.rlng requ •• lo •• ", ..... " "'''''''' ", ........................ .. 
Oth.r mall.re; 

Miscellaneous motlona ......... , ••• ,', ... , ........ , ...... ,.,"' •• " 
Motion 10 dlsmlss/a!f1tm ......................................... .. 

Total .••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• I.~ ...... t •• '.,.t' •.••• 

Total other procoedlngs ................ " .............................. .. 

Manner of disposlllon" 
Wrltton·\·.·lnlon., ......... , ................... . 
Per cutlam ..... " ........................... .. 
Memortlndum ................................ ,. 
Dismissal/withdrawal, •••••••• ' '" ., •••• , •• ,',. 
Tranofer.,., ........ , .............. , ......... , • 

973 
51>1 
135 
479 
124 

Other ... ,."", .,., ........................... . 1.231 
Boldfaco headings Indlcnto tho classifications used by the NCSP, 
NI A .. "hlsca~e type I~ hl!.odl«l by Ihe court, but the dalaare unavailable. 

aThese case lotals are the ligures brouGht lorward lor '''illusion In Part I tables. 
bfncludos appeals, original procoedlnga, and applicaL . J. Breakdown 01 cattlgo-

rles by manner 01 dloposltlon 10 available. 
<fnclud8$ nll~aI9, original proceedings. nnd applications. Breakdown of these 

three categories In substantive dispositions Is not maIntaIned. 

3,195 

376 

4,247 
445 

3,603 

376 

4,247 
4411 

N/A 

N/A 
NIA 
NtA 4,692 ______ ~4~,6~92 ______ ~~ 

N/A 5.068 

DIsposition 01 appeals'> 
Affirmed ......... , ................. . 
Reversed "0 ••••• ,~." .1 ............. " ...... " 

Partially: nfflrmed .................. . 
Remani:fed .... , ................ , ... . 
Other., ... , ....................... .. 

2.148 
617 

54 
72 

612 

5,066 

4,127 

N/" 
N/A 
N/A 
N~ 

N/A 

Source: State Court AdMinistrator, Anl1lJal Repert 1974-75, 1976-76 (Lana/ng, 
MIChigan: 1975, 1976). Reports contain calendar year data lor Court 01 Appeals. 
Source 01 cases and time to dlapoeltlon data are available. Statlatics are from the 
annual report 8XC~pt that totala have been compul!lld, where necueary, and 
additional data have aometlmes been supplied during verlflcallon by the atate court 
administrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 

----------------------------------------.------------------------
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Michigan Circuit Court· 
Court o. goneral Jurisdiction 
~8 circuits, 138 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

-
Beginning Flied 
pending 

Clvllb: 
AulD lort ....................... 
Domeilio relaUona: 

20,066 12,831 

Divorce .................... 
O1her civil: 

47,860 61,132 

Other general civil ........ 31,777 57,731 
Appeall ....................... ~ --BQ!! 

Total clvll. ....................... 100,043 132.902 

Crlmln~C: 

Ftlony: 
8,293 26,937 Crlmlnald .................. 

Appea's ....................... ---ill. _. 6311 

Total orlmlnal •••••••••••••••••••• 8.804 27,576 

Grand total ......................... 108,847 159,778 

Trial' 
Jury Non-jury 

Civil ................. 937 4,610 
Criminal ............. 1,755 716 

Total ............. 2,692 0,326 

Michigan Recorder's Court of Detroit 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
1 court, 23 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975" 

Criminal": 

End 
Disposod pending 

11,546 21,351 

61.417 47,575 

48,950 40,558 
--ill ~ 
122,334 109,911 

23,794 11,436 
---.B§ ~ 

24,349 i2.031 .-
146,683 121,942 

To/al 
5,547 
2,471 
8,Oll' 

Bold/aco headings Indicate tho classl/lcatlons used by the .CSP. 

-State totals wero calculated from changasllated In "Supplemenl to tho 1974·75 
Annual Roport" (unpUblished memo). 

bA civil case Is counted with tho IIIlng of a potltlon or complaint. 
'The orlmlnal ynlt of count Is tho number of do/end ants on each InfOrma· 

tlon/lndlctment or complaint. 
"Includes as criminal cases somo high misdemeanors that are punishable by moro 

than one year In prtsCln. 
'A jury trial Is countod when the jury Is sworn; a non·jury trial whon tho first 

witness Is sworn. 

Source! Slate Court Administrator, Annual Report 1974·75 (LanSing, Michigan: 
1975). Statistics are from the annual report excopt that totals hav(l been oomputod, 
whero necossary, and additional data have sometimes been supplied during 
verification by the state court administrator. 

Beginning 
pending Flied Dlsposod E:nd 

pending 

Fatony ..... ,..................................................................... 3,192" 
Mlldtmlanor: 

12,421 11,021 4,592 

10,078 10.~56 N/A 
7,055 7,918 2,502 

17,133 18,174 2,502d 

Misdemeanor division ............................ .................. ......... N/A 
Traffic and ordlnanco division" .................. ........................... 3,365 

Totnl. • • ... • • • • • • .. • • • • • .. • • .. • • • • .. • .. • • • • • . .. • • • • • • .. .. • • .. • .... • • ... • • • • • • • .. 3,31i.1id 

Other crlmfnll: 
844,2.35 N/A N/A 

t:U6 l,:l53 MfA 
Ordinance Violations' .... .......................... ......................... N/A 

Extraordln'ry writ.: 
Writs and malters ... "...................................................... N/A 

873,789d 30,548d 7,094d Total criminal ...... ,........... ....... ............. ............ .................... _--:;;6:.;;,6.:;;57;..d ___ ......:=:;.;:;:.-___ -:;=.::.. ____ -.:.=::.-__ 

Gru.nd total ...................... ,............................... ........ • ........... 6,657d 873,789" 30,548d 7,094d 

Trial-
Jury' Non-Jury' Tolal 

Felony ............. 687 540 1,227 
Misdemeanor ...... 17 7,971 7,988 

Total criminal ... 704 8,511 9,215 
Boldface headings Indicate the classilications used by tho NCSP. 
NI A .. This coso typo Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

"The data from tho traffic and ordinance division oro for tho IIscal yoar July 1, 
11174 to June 30, 1975. 

b'fhe crtmlnal unit of count Is the number of dofendants on each Informs· 
lIonllndlctment or complaint. . 

<Boglnnlng pending calculated from filings, dispositions, and end pending. 
O\IIot all categories of cases were available for Inclusion In totai. 
tOoes not Include data from traffic and ordinance division. 
'A JUry trfal Is counted when the jury Is aworn; a non-Jury trial whon tho first witness 

Is sworn. Guilty pleas are counted sa criminal trials. 
Qlncludea only data on felony cases. 

Crimlrlal dispositions' 

Dismissed ................... 7,603 
Guilty plea .................. 8,175 
Trial t)onvlctlon .............. 759Q 
Acqullted .................... 468Q 

Source: Stato CoIJrt Administrator, Annllsl Report 1974-75 (Lansing, Mlohlgan: 
1975). Statistics are from the annual report excopt that totals havo beon computed, 
whero nocOSSllry, lAnd additional data havo sometimes been supplied during 
verification by tho stllte court ndmlnlstrator. 

-



MIchigan Court of Clolms 
1 circuit JUdg6' serves" 
July 1, 1914-Jll\n~ 30, 1975 

Beginning d End 
pending Flied Dispose pE>ndlng 

-,,---~------=.;.;;;;.;.>:....---

Admlnl.\r.II~ ........ ' .. """ ~ -J1!! ---1!BQ -l§!1. 
Total civil ...................... . 231 918 950 259 

Grand total ...................... .. 231 918 950 259 

- -

Selected cllse categories-limited Jurisdiction courts 

Michigan Probate Cc.;urt 
83 courts, 103 Judges 
July 1, 1914-June 30, 1976 

Beginning FII d 
pending e 

DIlmetltc r.taton.: 
Adoption ....................... 2,0621> 6,043 
MarrlaHcs ...................... 0 4,677 
Patern~ ....................... 0 3,586 
N~mo c ango ................. --.Ji!L • 2,262 

Total domestic relations ......... 2,120 16,568 

Probate: 
Decedents estates ............. 184,410 29,667 
Guardlanshlps ................. 102,142 4,847 
Other .......................... -M.. ~ 

Total probate .................... 286,608 34,995 

M_nlal health: 
MOl\Ial commitments and 

restorations .................. 20,139 4,641 
'Total mental hoe.lIh .............. 20,139 4,641 

.)uVonUe: 
DelinqUency .......... " ••••••• N/A 26,063 
Deperdency: _ N/A 6,798 Neglect .................... 

Total luvenlle .................... N/A 32,991" 

--
End 

Disposed pending 

5.901 2,204" 
4,677 0 
3,586 0 
2.286 --M 

16,450 2,239-

31,393 183,312 
7,442 104,281 

--i§!L __ B_D 

39.290 21l7,613-

4,148 20,637 
4,1<\8 20,637" 

N/A N/A 

~ ~ 
1:1,303 20,510-

----~~-----~--~-- ._---------------

Michigan 153 

aoldla~e headings Indicate th~ ellls.illlcations llsed by Nr.sr. 
'Data for this couli are Included In tho general jurisdiction COUrtD since circuit 

Judges BlllVe. 

Source: State Court Admlnlslm\or. Annual Report 1974-75 (Lansing. Michigan: 
1915). Slatlatlc~ are from tho annyal report except that totals have been computed. 
where necessary. and nddlll')Oal dala have boon supplied during verlfieallon by Ihe 
state court admlnlstrllier. 

Eloldlace headings Indlcale Ilia classlflcallons used by the NCS(=,. 
NI A .. This case tyJ>(llb handled by the court. but the data are unavallabl~. 

>Change In pondlng dooS nol I.1quaJ Iholl dlHorence bOtwoon filings Md 
dispositions. Numbertl are as reported III annual report. 

bSeglnnlng pending wall calculated from fIIlnge, dispOSitions, and number 01 callOs 
contlnuod at end of 1975. 

dfhe Ilgura used for end pending was given In the annunl rep¢rt as tho numlJef III 
cases continued. 

"Calegory \/alues do not sum to total. Total valuo Is as corrected from supplement 
10 annual report • 

SO~\Tce: State Court Admlnlstrator, Annual Roport 1914-76 (lansing, Michigan; 
191\';). $\a\lsllc8 ilre lrom the llI1nual report (\)(cap\ that totals flavo been computed, 
where I",eo.;sary. and additional data havo beon supplied dUring verification by tho 
slato cou, t admlnlSb8.\or • ... ____ ~ ____ ~ ______ ....... , ________________________ .. ____ ~ .... __ .... __ ... · ... r.~ ______________________ ___ 
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MinneS(lta court system, 1975 

r 
Petty ml:demaanor. 

r~lUNICIPAL COURT (2) 
28 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
· In Ramsey and Hennepin counties. 
• Civil actions under $6,000; forcible 

e.,try and unlawful detainer. 
· Misdemeanor, ordinance violations, 

preliminary hearings. 
Appeals de no'/o. 
Jury trials. 

CONCILIATION COURT (2) 
Municipal judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil cases at law under $500. 

+ Indicates rovte of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
· Final appellate Jurisdiction. 

DISTRICT COURT (10) 
72 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original civil. 
• Original criminal. 
• JUVenile In Second and Fourth Districts. 
Appeals de novo ar.1j on record. 
Jury trials. 

t 
COUNTY COURT (67) 
100 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive Jurisdiction In admlnls· 

tration of estates, guardlanshlps, 
and Incompetency. 

• Civil actions under $5,000. 
• Misdemeanors, ordinance 

violations, preliminary hearings. 
• Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

-
JUSTICES OF THE 
PEACE (269) 
269 justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 
• Default civil cases under $100 • 
• Misdemeanors and ordinance 

violations with guilty pleas. 
No trials. 

-
PROBATE COURT (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Administration of estates, 

gUardianship, Incompetency In 
Hennepin and Ramsey counties. 



-.-- ---_._--------------------------_._--------

Minnesota Supreme Court 
Court of last resort 
9 Juollees 
January 1, 1975-December 31/ 1975 

-
aeglnnlng Flied Olsposed End 
pending pending 

Cases: 
Aflpeala: 

N/A N/A 275 N/A Civil ...................... 
Criminal .................. N/A N/A 67 N/A 
Workman compensation •• N/A N/A 44 N/A 
Tax court ................ N/A N/A 6 N/A 
Department of employ· 

N/A 5 N/A ment servIce. t. " •••• , • N/A 
other ..................... N/A --.t:!L8 7 --.t:!L8 

Total appeals ............... -wA N/A ~ N/A 

Other cases: 
Orlglnel proceedlnga: 

N/A 1 1 N/A Habeas corpus ...... 
Mandamus ........... N/A 14 14 N/A 
Prohibition ........... N/A 51 51 N/A 
Olsclplln~ry ....... , .. N/A 5 5 N/A 

Total ................... N/A 71 71 N/A 
Requelta ,0 appeal ..... N/A __ 2_9 29 N/A 

Total other cases .......... -wA 100 ---we ----wA 
Total cases· .................... N/A N/A 506 N/A 

Other ~oceedlng$: 
01 r m&tt.,.: 

Special matters .......... --.t:!L8 ~ ~ --.t:!L8 
Totar other proceedings •••••••• N/A N/A 204 N/A 

Manner of dlsposltl::m Olsposl/lon of appeals 

Written opinion..... .... 406 Affirmed.. .. ...... • .. 280 
Reversed.. .. .. • ... .. 30 

Mlnl!esola District Court 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
10 districts, 70 Judges-

Reversed and 
remanded.. .. ..... 46 

Affirmed and 
remanded ......... 3 

Remanded.. • .. .. .. .. " 
Other................ 36 

January 1, 1975-·December 31, 1975 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pendIng pending 

Civile: 
Otl\1lr eMI: 

7,140 6,654 5,138b Jury demand cases ....... 4,341 
Court cases ............... 2,896 13,902 13,680 3,123b 

Total ........................ • ---Z.m 21.342 20.334 ---l!.illb 

Total civil ........................ 7,237 21,342 20,334 8,261 b 

Crlmlnald; 

Total criminal· ................... ~ -7,991 '""7,4'5"3 1,163b 

Juvenile: 
Total juvenile .................... N/A "'"Niii -wA N/A 

Grand lotal' 8,464 29,333 27.787 10,024b 

Trill/P Criminal dispositions 
Jury Non-jury Total 

Dismissed ......... 1,737 
Civil ............ 927 9,601 10,528 Guilty plea~ ....... 4,999 
Criminal ........ 504 213 717 

Total ........ 1,431 9,614 11,245 

Minnesota 155 

aoldrace headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NI A .. this case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavalillble. 

'These case totals are the figures brought forw"rct- for Inclusion In Part 1 tables. 

Source: Offlco of the State Court Administrator, 12th Annual Report 1975 (St. 
Paul, Minnesota). Statistics are from the annual report e~cept that totals may have 
been computed, Where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been 
supplied during verl!lcatlon by the state court administrator or the clerk of the 
appeals court. 

aoidface'leadings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N I A "" '(hIs CBse type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

'There are additionally two Juvenile judges. Juvenile data for the District Court 
were not available. • 

bThe chli',..~e In pending does not equal the difference between fllJngs and 
disposJllons. '~ata are as reported In annual report~ 

cA civil case Is counted s.~ lll!! note of Issue. If a jury demand Is made alter the 
filing on Ihe court calendar, the case Is disposed on the court calendar and a new 
filing Is counted for Jury cases. 

"The crIminal unit of count varies but It should be the number of defendants on 
each InformatJonllndlctment or complaint. 

"Includes felonies, mIsdemeanors, and appeals all crimInal cases. 
'Grand total figures do not Includo Juvenile. 
OClvlljury trials are counted when the Jury Is swom. CrimInal Jury trials ar~ countlld 

when tried to verdict. Civil court trials Bfe counted when there Is an openIng 
statemont or the Introduction of any evidence; criminal court trials when tried to 
completion (deCision). 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator. 12th Annual Report 1975 (St. 
Paul, Minnesota). Sta\lstlcs are from the annual report oxcept that \otals have been 
computed, where necessary, and ~ddltlonal data have sometimes been supplied 
during verification by the state court IIdmlnlstrator. 

------------------------------~----------------------------------------~----------... ---
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Selected case categories-limited Jurisdiction courts 

Minnesota County Court 
67 districts, 100 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Domeallc relallonl: 
Divorce, annulmeat, separate 

malntenMce •••• , ••••••••• , ••••••.••••••••• , ••• ,., ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reciprocal enforcoment ........................................................ . 
Other family court plvll ............ " .......................................... .. 
Commitments' ...... , ............. , ............................................. . 

Total domestic relations .......................................................... . 

Probate: 
Estales ........................................... , ............................. . 
Guardianship •••• , •.•••• '" •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Incompetency. • ................................................................ . 
Trust estate................... • ............................................... . 
Other probale ............... '" ............................................... .. 

Tolal probateo ................................................................... .. 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency •••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• '" •• " ••••••••••.••••••••••••••••• 
Dependency/neglect ........................................................... . 
Trn"lc .......................................................................... . 
Olher Juvenile: 

other Juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other family court criminal' 

Tolal ......................................................................... .. 

Total Juvenile •••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings Indicate Ihe classifications used by the NCSP. 
X c The dala for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this case type. 

'These categories are Included since their pendlngs and filings could not be 
separated from the total for domestic relations and Juvenile. 

"Individual categories do not sum to tolal. Figures arG as reported In annual 
report 

"'ncludes pending, filings, and dispositions for all probate calegorles listed. 

Minnesota Probate Court 
2 courts, 2 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

There were no data available for probate cases handled In the Probate Court. 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

X X 6,389 X 
X X 2,121 X 
X X 1,530 X 
X X 997 X 

4,774 13,125 11,039" 6,860 

17,124 8,851 8,716 17,259 
X X 1,356 X 
X X 546 X 
X X 22 X 
X X 217 X 

27,532 11,436 10,857 28,111 

X X 11,140 X 
X X 1,346 X 
X X 17,750 X 

X X 808 X 
X X 11 X 
X X 819 X 

5,497 31,909 30,904" 6,502 

. 
Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 12th Annual Report 1975 (St. 
Paul, Minnesota). statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been 
computed, where nece.'lSBry, and additional data have sometimes been supplied 
during verlflcallon by the state court administrator. 
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Mississippi court system, 1975 

CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
30 judges 
Jurisdiction:;: 
• Civil actions over $200. 
• Felonies, misdemeanors. 
Appeals de novo or on record. I Jury trials. 

i 
~w 

COUNTY COURT (16) 
20 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $10,000. 
• Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 
• Juvenile. 
Appeals de HOVO. 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
Jurlsdict!on: 
• Municipal ordinance violations. 
Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appellate jurisdiction over ali matters. 

If no cotty Court. 

CHANCERY COURT (19) 
35 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Equity, divorce, alimony, probate, 
guardianship, mental commitments . 

• Hears juvenile If no county court. I Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

FAMILY COURT (1 ~ 
Jurisdiction: 
• Delinquency and negle!)!. 
Adult crllTl~l1agalnst.1uveniles. 

Jury trial of adults . 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $200 • 
• Misdemeanors, felony pl.elimlnarles. 
Jury trials. 
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Mississippi Supreme Court 
Court of last resort 
9 JUBtlees 
January 1, 1975-Deeember 31, 1975 

Cases: 
Appeal.: 

Civil ...................... 
Criminal 
Unspeclflec:. cases •••••••• 

Total appe.~ls ............... 

Other Cases: 
OriglOllI proceedln~ ..... 
Requ •• ts to eppe8 ..... 

Tolal other casas .......... 

Total cases ..................... 

Olher prccoodlngs: 
Rehoarlng roque st ••••••••••• 
Other maUers: 

Other pellllona ••••••••••• 
Motions .................. 

Total ........................ 
Total olher prqceedlngs ........ 

Mannar ot dlsposlton 
Written opinion........... 289 
Per curiam............... t2L. 

Beglnnlng Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

471 X 313 X 
121 X 167 X 

----'ilA ~ -11l! ----'ilA 
592 613 598 607b 

592 (,13 598 607b 

N/A N/A 108 7 

N/A N/A 142 3 
N/A NfA 393 6 
N/A ----'ilA ~ ___ 9 

----;:JIii N/A 643 16 

Disposition of appeals (on merits) 
Affirmed ..... " ........... 343 
Reversed .... _............ 1 i 1 

480 (on merlls) Partially affirmed......... 18 
Affirmed on condi-

tion of remlttllur 
or additur ............. 8 

ulsmlssed ................ 118 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor mOlY 

not ba handled by the court. 
N/A = This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X c The dala for this case type are known to ba Includad In Ihe 10tRI. Data ware 

not avallablco by catsgory for this caGe type. 

"These case totels are Ihe figures brought forward fa, Inclusion In Part I tables. 
bAppealu pending at end of year were computed. They conslot of 25 cases 

pending with the court and 582 caoes not yet submitted to the court from the clerk's 
office. 

Source: Executive A3slstant, Supreme Court, 10th Annual Statistical Report 1975, 
11th Annual Statistical Report 1976 (Jackoon, Mississippi). Also data roce!ved from 
the court administrator. Source of cases and time to disposilioil data are available. 
Statistics are from the annual reports and unpublished data except that totals have 
be~n ccmjjutuu. wnere necessary. and iiuuiUufltli t:o:ta have sometimes been 
supplied dUling verification by the state court administrator or the clerK oi tI;~ 
appeals court. 

I 



Mississippi Circuit Court 
Court of general Jurlsdlctlon 
20 circuits, 30 Judges 
January 1, 1975-Dacember 31, 1975 

Civil'; 
Lew; 

Dollar declsratlon ................................................ . 
Property rlgh!e; 

Liens ............................................................. . 
Eminent domain .................................................. . 

Totat.. ............................................................. .. 
Administrative: 

Agency •••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••.•••..••••••••••••• 
Agency enlorcemenl........................ • ................. .. 

Total ................................................................ . 
Other civil: 

Transferred In .................................................... . 
Other ............................................................ .. 

Total ........................................... · ..................... . 
Appeals: 

Justice court ..................................................... . 
County court ..................................................... . 

Total ................................................................ . 
Extraordinary wrlla: 

Writs ............................................................. . 

Total Civil •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 

Criminal": 
Other criminal: 

Indictments ••••• " •• , •••••••••.••••••••••••••••••. " •••••••••• " ••• 
Mlscellaneous/other .............................................. . 

Total ................................................................ . 
Appeal.: 

De nove. .......................................................... . 
On record ........................................................ . 

Total ................................................................ . 

Total criminal........................... .. ... 

Grand total........................................................... .. .. 

Criminal dispositions 

6eglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

~ 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
l:!L6 
N/A 

N/A 

Dismissed .................. .. 
Nolle prosequI ............. .. 
Guilty plea ................. .. 
Trial conviction .............. . 
Acqu!tted .................... . 

60ldlace headings Indlcata the classifications use~ by the NCSP. 

Mississippi 159 

Flied Disposed End 
pending 

13,938 X N/A 

67 X N/A 
103 X N/A 
160 X N/A 

91 X N/A 
153 X N/A 
254 X N/A 

113 X NIA 
415 X N/A 
528 X N/A 

93 X NtA 
67 X N/A 

160 X N/A 

~ 
___ X 

.&e. 
15,223 12,163 N/A 

6,209 4,270 N/A 
229 209 N/A 

6,436 4,479 N/A 

980 784 N/A 
27 44 N/A 

-1.QQZ _ 8211 l!La 
7,445 5,307 N/A 

22,666 17,460 NrA 

Nt A .. This case type Is handled by the court, but the dat'l are unavallable. 
X .. The data lor this case type are krlown to be Included In the ~otaJ. Datli were 

not available by category lor this case type. 

'A civil case lij counted with :tie IlIIng ota j:ltltltlon or compleJnt. 
"The rrlmlnal unit 01 count Is the 1":lIctment. 

Source: Resourcas Planning Corporation, Mississippi Courts Masler Plan. 
D~cember 1S76. Statistics ale from this study except that totals have been 
computed, where necessary, and additional data have sometimes bllen supplied 
.;urlng v~rlflc~t1Qn by the state court administrator. 
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MIssIssIppI Chancery Court 
Court 0' general JurIsdIction 
19 chancery cIrcuIts, 35 Judges 
Januory 1, 1975-0ecember 31, 1975 

CiVil": 
Equity ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dome.llc telaUonl: . 

Domestlo relations •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic relatlens ................................................... . 
Uniform reciprocal 

support ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 
Adoption ................................................................... . 

Total .......................................................................... . 
Probate: 

Probate .................................................................... . 
Guardianship ............................................................... . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Menial heallh: 

Incompetency .............................................................. . 
Other civil: 

Miscellaneous ••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal ........................................................................ .. 
EXlraordlnary wrll.: 

Writs ....................................................................... . 

Total civil ......................................................................... . 

Jllvlnlle: 

Total Juvenile ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 

Grand total. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A ., Th!s case typo Is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X Q The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

notllvallable by category for this case type. 

"A civil Clase Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
bNo data for Juvenile cases wero available for Inclusion In the total. 

Selected case categorieS-limited JurIsdIction courts 

MississippI County Court 
16 courts, 20 Judges 
January 1, 1975-0ecembel~ 31, 1975 

There were no dala available lor lUV8",II. cases handled In the County Court. 

MIssissippi Family Court 
1 COUll 
January 1, 1975-0ecembar 31, 1975 

Ther. were no data available tor lU'llInllti cases handled In the Family Court. 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

N/A 2.048 X N/A 

N/A 17,567 X N/A 
NlA 1,051 X N/A 
N/A 1,445 X N/A 
N/A 1,630 X N/A 
N/A 21,693 X N/A 

N/A 4,821 X N/A 
N/A 1,593 ~ N/A 
N/A 6,414 j( N/A 

N/A 3,776 X N/A 

N/A 3,574 X N/A 
N/A 31 X N/A 
N/A 130 X N/A 
N/A 37,666 17,492 N/A 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

N/A 37,666b 17.492b N/A 

Source: Resources Planning Corporation, MIs.~lsslppl Courts Master Plan, 
DecElmber 1976. StatlstlcD lire Irom this study except that lotals have been 
computed, where necesssry, and additional data have sometimes been supplied 
durlnl~ verification by the state court administrator. 

:= 



COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS (2) 
Circuit judges serJe. 
Jurisdiction: 
• All civil actions In Hannibal and 

Cape Girardeau, domestic relations 
In Hannibal. 

• Pelonles, misdemeanors In 
• Hannibal. 
• ,'uvenlle. 
Jury trials. 

t 
Mason, Miller 
Townships to 
Hannibal. 

t 
MAGISTRATE COURT (129) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $2,000. A few 

cuurts handle small claims; most 
handle landlord·tenant. 

· Traffic, misdemeanors (fine less 
than $1,000, sentence less than 
1 year), felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Missouri court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
7 Justices, 4 commissioners 
Jurisdiction: 
• E):cluslve appellate jurlsdlctlnn In cases Involving 

constltullon, treaty, or statute, revenue laws, IItie 
of Officer of State, death penalty or life Imprisonment. 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
22 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appellate lurlsdlctlon not exclusively 

designated In Supreme Court. 

t 

CIRCUIT COURT (43) 
111 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions over $50, domestic 

rela.tlons, guardianship. 
• Felony, misdemeanor. 
• Juvenile. 
AIJIJt!l1i::l on record ana de novo . 
Jury trials. 

PROBATE COURT (115) 
115 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive original jurisdiction of all 

probate and mental commitment 
matters. 

Missouri 161 

Death penalty. 
Life Imprisonment. 
Constitution. 
Treaty, statute • 
Revel1ue laws. 
T!tle of Officer of State. 

ST. LOUIS COURT OF 
CRIMINAL CORRECTION (1) 
2 judges 
Jurlsdlctfon: 
• Misdemeanors, traffic, felony 

preliminaries. 
No jury trials. 

+ St .• OUIS 

MUNICIPAL AND POLICE 
COURT (164) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive Jurisdiction over city 

ordinance violations (fine less than 
S500, sentence less than 6 months). 

Jury trials. 
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Mls.ourl Supreme Court­
Court 0' last resort 
7 Justices, 4 commissioners 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Beginning 
pending Flied 

Cases: 
Ap~.I.: 

Civil ...................... X X 
Orlmlnal .................. X X 
Unepecilled ............... ------X ------X 

Totnl appealo ............... 249 119 

Other cnsos: 
Original proceadlnga: 

X X Habeas corpus ...... 
Mandamus ........... X X 
Prohlbilion ••••••••••• X X 
Quo warranto ........ X X 
Other writs .......... X X 
Application to 

transfer ............ X X 
Total ................... 10 320 

Reque.ta to appeat ..... 
--1-0 ~ Total other cases .......... 

Total caees· .................... 269 439 

Oil,,, proceedings: 
Rehlarlng reque.tl •••••••••• 
Other matle,.: 

84 

Motion activity ••••••••••• -..Il. -1!!ll 
Total other proceedings ....... 78 465 

Manner o( dlsposll/on 

Oleposod End 
pending 

171 X 
63 X __ 1_8 ------X 

252 116 

38 X 
31 X 
39 X 
4 X 

29 X 

140 X 
281 49 

261 ~ 
633 165 

76 10 

--ill __ 1_7 

516 27 

Written opinion........... 185 

-

Boldface heading!) Indicate the classifications usad by the NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
X = The data tor thl~ case type arB known to be Included In the total. Oata were 

not available by category for thfs case type. 

I'fhese case totals are the figures brought forward for Incluslun In Part I tables. 

Source: Offlco of the State Court Administrator, Annual Stal/sllcal Report 1975 
(Jefferson City, Missouri). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed, wherf, necessary, and addilional data have sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the state court administrator or the clerk ot tho 
appeals court. 

----------------------------~----------------------------------------------------------. Missouri Court 01 Appeals 
;ii;vlmuaiale appellate court 
3 districts, 22 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

----------------------------------------, ... ---------
Beginning Flied 
ptndlng 

Cases: 
Appeal.: 

923 1,025 Civil .......................... 
Consolidated clvll...... • .... 
Criminal ...................... 564 627 
ConSOlidated criminal ........ 
Unspecified consolldatlld 

from St. Louie ............. 
1,507 1,552-' Total appeals ................... 

Other oases: 
Original proceeding.: 

X 95 Habeas corpus .......... 
Mandamus ............... X 84 
Prohibition ............... X 105 
Certiorari ................. )( 2 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••• 27 266 
R,que.ta to appeat ......... 

27 Total other oases .............. 266 

Total cases· ...................... 1,534 1,818 

Manner of dispOSition 
Written opinion ........... 695 

End 
Disposed pending 

704 1,117 
18 

383 698 
3 

--l!L. 
1,815" • 1,145b 

X X 
X X 
X X 
X X 

272 21 

'2'72 -2-1-

1,417b 1,836· 

Boldface he,Qdlnge Indlcato tho classifications used by the NCSP, 
Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. The caso category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Oata were 

not available by category for this case type. 
- - • Not applicable. 

'These oase totala aro the figures brought forward lor Inclusion In Part I tables. 
b$ourclI notea that "1,145 dllpoaitlona Include 18 ciVil casea and:3 criminal CBeas 

disposed of by conSOlidation In the Kanaas City District. Alao Included are 37 C~.3ea 
disposed of by conSOlidation (not separately accounted for) In tho 318 written 
opinions at the St. Louis Dlstrlot." 

CSource notes that "a totnl of 1,816 casca were reported pending by the dlstrlots. 
Nlnety·nlne cases difference between total 01 OSS8, penalng at the beginning of 
year plus the Illings minus the dispositions can be e~plalned by a change In record 
keeping procedures In the St. LOUis District." 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, AnlJual $Iatl~tlcal RepQrt 1975, 
1976 (Jefferson City, Mlsso~rl). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have been computed, where necessary, and additional data have sometimes 
been supplied during verlflcallon by the state court administrator or the clerk of tho 
appeals court. 



Miliourl Circuit Court· 
Court of general Jurlldlctlon 
43 clrcultl, 111 ludges. 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Miliourl 163 

-------------------------'-------------------------~-------------------------------
clvllb 

UnollllUlad lorti 
Poraonal Inlury ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Domllilo reiallonl: 
Divorce ............................................................ . 
Modify dlvorco doorooa .......................................... .. 

Total. ~ ••.•••• ~ ••.••. " .•• o. I. " ••••••• I ••• , •••• I •• , •• t •• "' , • I.' I. t " t. 
Other civil ............................................................. . 
extraordinary wrlla: 

Proceeding under rult) 27.26 .................................... .. 

Totl" civil ............................................................... .. 

CrlmlnQI': 
FalO!1Y ................................................................ .. 
Mlldl\m4ldnor •••••••.•.. , •••. " .•.• , .••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

Total criminal ........................................................... .. 

JuvenUe: 

Tolal Juvenllo ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' ••••••• 

Grand lotal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Jury 

Civil................. X 
Criminal ............. 917 

Total.............. X 

Trial< 
Non-Jury 

X 
1of61 

X 

Boldface headings Indlcato the olasslflcatlons Used by the NuSF'. 

rollli 

9,961 
2,076 

12,039 

X .. The (lata for this case type are known to IMIlncluded In the \otal. Data wero 
not available by category for this Cllse type. 

-Includes datil on Court Qf Common Pleas. Circuit ~ourt Judges serve In Ihe Court 
of COmmon Pleas. 

bA civil case /s counted With the fI1illg of a petition or complai/I:. CIvil appeals are 
within other categorleslIccordlng !o the SUbject mailer of the callG appealed. 

0A orlmlnal case Is counted with the filing of an Information or Indictment. A filing 
may Involvo multiple dofendants. 

"1'otal criminal dl$posltlons Include 1,218 appeals or changes In venue and 1,954 
appeals from Municipal Courts. 

-Jury trIals are countl!d when the lury Is swom; non-Jury trials when thero la an 
opening $tatement Or the Introduction of any evidence. 

Selected caiO cat~orJ.I-lImlied Jurlldlcllon court. 

MissourI Probate Court 
115 courtl, 115 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

There wore no data available for probate cases handll!d In Probate Court. 

--------------~-------------------------------

Beginning 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
S(l,093 

X 
X 

6,765 

8,217 

78,075 

Flied Dlapo •• d 

X 7,016 

X 33,339 
X 2,806 
X 36,145 
X 26,905 

X 2~1 

74,314 70,357 

X 12,357 
X ~. ~,900 

17,760 16,257d 

16,751 16,372 

110,825 102,986 

Criminal d/~po!J/llO(/Il 

bismlsse<l .................... 2,704 
Nolle prosequi ............... 1,766 
Guilty pl~a ......... .. • .. .. ... 9,717 

End 
pending 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
83.050 

X 
X 

10,266 

10,596 

83,91<1 

SOuree: Office of 1M Slate COurt Administrator, Annual Slatial/cal R"port 1975 
(JeffllrlOn City, MllI$Ourl). Statlt\~!:11 arll from \he annual report excepl that tolala 
have been computed, where necel!l8ry, and additional data have IOmetllTlllll belIn 
supplied durfng verfficatlon by the state court admlnlalrator. 

• -



164 State Court Profiles 

t 
JUSTICE COURT 
93 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

Montana court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
5 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate jurisdiction In ali cases. 

DISTRICT COURT (18) 
28 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $50, probate. 
- Felony, misdemeanors. 
-Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

___ --=1 
CITY COURT* 
Jurisdiction: 
• Contract and damage actions under' $1,500. 

- Contract and damage actions under $1,500. 
- Assaults, thefts under $150. Misdemeanors 

- Assaults, thefts under $150. Misdemeanors (fine 
less than $500 or sentence less than 6 months). 
City or town ordinance violations. Preliminary 
hearings. with fine less than $500 or sentence less than 

6 months. Preliminary hearings. 
SIX-man jury trials Six-man Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

MUNICIPAL COURT'" 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract and damage actions under $1,500. 
- Assaults, thefts under $150. Misdemeanors 
(fine less than $500 or sentence less tpan 6 
months). City ordinance violations. Prellmlnnry 
hearings. 

Six-man jury trials. 

"There were a total of 106 judges In the city and municipal courts. j 



Montana Supreme COUN 
Court of laat reson 
5 Justices 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning 
-"' 

Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

~,----------------~~~~------------~~~ 
Caseo; 

Appell.: 
Civil .................... .. 
Criminal ................ .. 

Total appeals ............. .. 

Other cases: 
Othor proceeding. .. .. .. 
Roque.l. 10 appelll .... . 

Total other cases ........ .. 

N/A 
-!:!L6 

N/A 

N/A 

149 N/A N/A 
~ ---.t!LA ---.t!LA 

186 N/A N/A 

113 N/A N/A 

Total case!.' .................... N/A 299' N/A N/A 
Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A .. This case type Is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
Blank apace .. Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 

'These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables, 

Source: Chief JUStice, MontsM Supreme Court, "1976-10t Annual Report" In 
The Stale of Ihe Judlelaf)! (Helena, Montana; 1977). Data for 1975 were based on 
estimates. Statisllcs are from this message to Montana's 45th Legislature except 
that totals have been computed, where necessary, and additional data have 
Qometimes been supplied during verification by thll statll court administrator or the 
clerk 01 the appeals court. 

Montana District Court 
18 distrIcts, 28 Iudges 
July 1, 1974-JunG 30, 1975 

-

Thore were no data available for casellow In the District Courts lor 1975. Data lor 
fiscal year 1976 will be Included In SIal8 Court Caselcad SlatlSllcs: Annual Report, 
1916. 

Montana 165 
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Nebraska court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
7 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appeals from District and Juvenile Courts. 
• Original JUrisdiction In cases relating to revenue 
and In civil cases In which the state Is a party. 

" DISTRICT COURT (21) 
45 judges 

Jurisdiction: 
• General Jurisdiction In civil excluding small claims 
and probate. Domestic relations. 

JUVENILE COURTS (2) 
31udges 
Jurisdiction: 

• General jurisdiction In criminal. 

Appeals on the record In criminal. 
Appeals de novo on record In civil. 
Jury trials. 

• All juvenile matters in Douglas and Lancaster 
Counties 

COUNTY COURT (21) 
43 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $5,000, prob~\te, guardianship, 
adoptions. eminent domain. 

• Misdemeanors. traffiC. municipal ordinance 
violations. felony preliminaries. 

• Juvenile except In Douglas and Lancaster 
Counties. 

Jury Irlals 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 
COURT 
5 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original Jurisdiction in claims for workmen's 
compensation benefits. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (~) 
,3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• In Omaha and Uncoln. 
• Civil caS~\l under $5,000. 
• Municipal ordlnence violations. misdemeanors. 
felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials In civil and state law cases. 

--~------------------,------,~ 

j 



Nebraska Supreme Court 
Court of last reaort 
7 Jusllce. 
Septembcsr 1, 1974-August 31, 1975 

Beginning Filed Ol,po d End ______________________ ~~~n~d~ln£ ___________ ~ ___ ~~n~dl~ng~ 

Cal.s: 
Appel" ..................... . 

Total appeals .......... .. 

OIher cas.s: 
Orllllnil procHdlngl .. .. 
RequMIi \0 appeal ... . 

Total other cases ........ .. 

Total casesob ................. .. N/A 571 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion........... 368 

Nebraska District Court 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
21 dlatrlcts, 45 Judges 
January 1, 1915-December 31, 19111) 

645 N/A 

________ ~ ____________________ ~ __________ w 

Beginning Fllad 
~ndlng 

CI~II·; 

OomeGiio relall~ ............ N/A 8,436 
other eMI .................... ~ ~ 

Total clvl1~ ...................... N/A 15,229 

Crlml',II': 
F.lony: 

3,978 Crlmlnald ................. N/A 
Appe.t.· ..................... ---1!!A 2,665 

Total criminal ................... N/A 6.643 

Grand total ........................ N/A 21,672 

End 
Olspo~d ~ndlng 

8.402 N/A 
5,870 ~ 

14,272 N/A 

4,148 N/A 
2,188 ~ 
6.936 N/A 

21,208 N/A 

Selected case categories-limIted jurisdiction courts 

Nebrll!ska County court 
21 districts, 43 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1915 -----------_ .... _-----_____ ., 

SeQlnnlng Filed 
pending I End o sposed pending 

Domtttlc rol.UM.: 
Adoption ••••••• , •••••••••••••• N/A 1.346 1,358 N/A 

Tot,1 domestic ralallons ........ N/A 1,348 1,358 N/A 

Probel,: 
P(obate ....................... N/A 5,410 6,471 N/A 
InheMlance .................... N/A 3,G14 3,513 N/A 
G~lIrdlan.hlpl 

conaervatorshlp •••••••••••• N/A 1,843 7,155 N/A 

Total probete ................... N/A 10,61l· 17,139 N/A 

Juvenile: 

Total Juvenile ................... N/A 2,949 2.600 N/A -

Nab/'laka 167 

Boldface h~adlng.,nd,cate th& classifications used by th& NCSP. 
Blank space • Not enough Information I. known. Tho OlllMl category mal' Ilr may 

not be handlCld by the court. 
N/A .. Thla ca.e type " h"n·J!ed by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X .. The data for this ca" ly(WI are known to be Included In thl! total. oata Wilre 

not aWlisble by category for this case type. 

1'fh8" case tl1tols are tM figures brought forward for Inclusion In Patt I tables. 
/>Source reports only total cases docketed and dl$posed.1t Is unknown whether /111 

cases processed by lhe court are docketed. 

Source: Office of the State Court Admlnl$trotor, The Collrts of N6braska ~974·75 
(Lincoln, Nebraska). Statistics aro from thll annual roport oxcept that totnJa hovo 
been computed, where necOS8Qry, and Oddltlonal data have ecmetlmes bsen 
supplied during verltlcatlon by the state court administrator or tho clerk of tho 
appeals court. 

-

b1 

. Boldface headings Indlcal<' the claSSifications used by the NCSP. 
N fA .. This case type lu handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

'-CIvil cases ara counted at the filing of a petition or ccmi.lalnt. 
hAppeals listed all crimInal npPllnls InclUde both civil and criminal fPpenio. 

Statement In the annual report Indicates trot more than naif Wilre crlmlnalaPPIlals. 
"The unit Of count for criminal cases fs the number 01 def6ndnntG m each 

In'ormatlon/lndlctment. 
"Crlmlnal cases may Include a few misdemeanors. 

SourCol: Offlco of the Stato Court Administrator, the Courts of Nebraska 1974·15 
(Uncoln, Nebraska). Statistics lire from thll dnnual raport e~cept that t\ltuls have 
been computed, where necessary, and nddltloflot data have tIOmelimes been 
supplied durtng verification by the state courladmlnl.trator. 

NC'i'braska Juvenile Court 
2 courts, 3 Judges 
Jal'll.lary 1, 1975-Docember 31, 1975 

----~.---------~----------------------~,'~ B'Il!nnlng Flied DIsposed :\nd 
pending pen-1J~ 

Jll'lanllo: 
Dc:uglllll County ...... ........ N/A 979 N/A N/A 
t..anoaater County............. N/A 404 NlA N/A 

Total luvenlle ................... N/A 1.383 N/A NlA 
BoIdfllce headings Indlc.iethe classlflcallons Utt<! by the NCSP. -­
NI A - Thl' case type Is handled by the court, butthfr datu.re unavailable. 

SOUrce: Office of the State Court Admlnlal(ator, ThtI Courts of Mlbraska t9'74·75 
(Uneo!n, Nebrasks). Statlalfcs are from thll ann1Jal report except that totats havt! 
beltn computed, where neceasary, and additlonal data flave .arnellmOl been 
supplied d\lrlng verlficallon by the lIIate court admlnl.lrator. 
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I .------
,.!USTICE COURT (43) 
JUii!:ldlct\on: 
• Civil actions under $300. 

Nevada court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
5 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appella\e Jurisdiction over equity, law (over $300), 

and all other civil not given to a lower court, and 
questions of law In criminal cases of District Court. 

• May review upon appeal any decision or judgment 
begun In Its geographical jurisdiction. 

• Certiorari review of cases originating In Justice and 
Municipal Courts and appealed to District Court. 

h 

OISTRICT COURT (8) 
25 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original jurisdiction In eqully, law, probale, 

melltally III. 
• Felonies, misdemeanors (fine greater than $500, 

sentence greater than 6 months). 
• Juvenile, adults In rele\lon to Juveniles. 
Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (15) 
Jurisdiction: 

• Mlsdemeanc., with tine under $500 
andlor sellten¢e under 6 mpnths. 

• Municipal ordinance Violations . 
Municipal ordinances, misdemeanors 
with fine under $500 andlor sentence 
under 6 months. 

t Ir:f.llcates route of appeal. 

J 



l 

Nevada Supreme Court 
Court of last resort 
5 Justices 
January 1, ~975-Decembe'r 31, 1975 

Beginning Flied Disposed I:nd 
pending pending 

Cases: 
Appeall: 

Civil ...................... X 194 X 
Criminal .... , ............ ___ X --.ill 

___ X 

Total appeals ............... X 435 X 

Other cases: 
Orlg!nal proceedlngo: 

Habeas corpus ...... X 12 X 
Mandamus ........... X 35 X 
Prohlbltlol1 •••••••• , •• X 22 X 
Quo warranto ........ X 1 X 
Disciplinary •••••••••• X 22 X 
Bar .................. X 13 X 
Other ................ X 13 X 

Total ................... X 118 X 
R.qu.ate to appeal... • 

Total other cases .......... X 118 X 

Total caees' .... , ............... 334 553 G34 

Other I=roceedlngs: 
Rehearing roquelta .......... X 58 50 
Other maHere: 

Appeals reinstated ....... ~ 
___ 3 
~ 

Total other proceedings ........ 

Manner of disposition 

Written opinion ••••••••• 
Per curiam ........... .. 
Dismissed by order .... . 

Nevada District Court 
8 districts, 25 Judges 

101 
162 
363 

N/A 61 50 

Disposition of appeals 

Affirmed ............... . 
Reversed .............. . 
Partially affirmed ••••••• 
Other ........... ' .... .. 

January 1, 1975-iJecember 31, 1975 

There were no data available In 1975 lor the District Gourt. 

X ___ X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

---X 

256 

8 

-.:uh. 

100 
67 
13 

5 

8 

,-

Nevada 169 

Boldface heading, Indicate the classlfleetlons used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enilugh Inlormatlon Is ~nown. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
NI A = This cas.o type Is handled by the court, but the data are ullavaliable. 
X a The data lor this case type are known to be Included In thE' total. Data wero 

nc: available by eet"i19ry for this case type. 

'These case totals are the figures brOUght forward for InclUSion In Part I tables. 

Source: Chief Justice, Supreme Court, "Neveda State 01 the Judiciary Message 
1975-76," Inleral/a, vol. 42, no. 2 (April, 1977); also, unpublished ma;arlalrecelved 
Irom the clerk 01 the CClJrt. Origin of cases and tlmo to disposition of case data are 
reported. Star-sties arr, from the "State 01 the Judiciary" message and unpublished 
data' except that tolf.iS have been computed, where necessary, and additional data 
have sometimes betn supplied dunng verlfleetlon by the state court administrator or 
the clerk 01 the lIPP'lals court. 
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New Hampshire court system, 197'5 

Civil 

DISTRICT COURT (41) 
77 justices 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME COURT 
5 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate Jurisdiction, 

• 

SUPERIOR COURT (10) 
12 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions over $500, title to real property, 
equity, divorce, support, alimony. 

- Felonies. 
Appeals de novo on misdemeanors and violations. 
Jury trials, 

Civil 

MUNICIPAL COURT 
22 full·tlme and 22 special Justices 
Jurisdiction: 

- Civil actions under $3,000 (no tltie to real property), 
Small claims (if no Municipal Court). 

- Mlsdemeanors( violations, probable cause 
hearings for fe onles. 

- Landlord and tenant and small claims under $500 
(no title to real property), 

- Misdemeanors, violations, probable cause 
hearings for felonies. 

-Juvenile, 
No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal, 

I PROBATE COURT (10) 
'10 judges 

• J"riildlctlon: 

-Juvenile 
No jury trial. 

- Exclusive probate, adCJptlon, guardianship, and 
conservatorship Jurisdiction. 

No jury trial. 

"---__ J 



New HampshIre Supreme Court 
Court of last resort 
5 JustIces 
August 1, 1974-July 31, 1975 

-
Beginning 
pending Flied End 

Disposed pending 

Cases: 
Appeal.: 

X Civil and criminal ........ X 218 X 
Administrative agency 

appeals ................ ___ X 
----iQ 

___ X __ X 

Total appeals ............... X 238 X X 

Other cases: 
OrIginal proceedlngll .... X 31 X X 

Advisory opinions •••• X 16 X X 
Certified questions ... X 3 X X 

Total ................... X 50 X X 
Roqul.1t to appeal ..... 

---X Total other cases .......... 50 X X 

Total cases' .................... 236 288 ~i;7 249 

Manner of disposition'> 
Written opinion........... 137 
Per curiam............... 38 
Memoranda. .. .. .. .... .. • 15 
Advisory opinions........ 15 

New Hamprr,hlre SU,~erlor Court 
Court of general JurIsdIction 
10 courts, 12 Justices 
August 1, 1974-July 31, 1975 

Ctvlle: 
Law: 

Actions at law ................................................... .. 
Equity: 

Equitable at., ,ns and peUllons .... " ............................ .. 
Domeltlc relatJon,: 

Marital •.•••• , ••• , •••••••.••••••••••••••• , ••••• " •••••.••• , •••• ,', .• , 
Appeall: 

Probate appeals ... ,., ...................... " ...... , .......... , ... 

Total civil •••• , ••••••••••••••••••••• ', ... , ••••••••••• , •••• ,', •••• , ••••• , •• , 

Crlmllisle: 
Other crtmlnal: 

Indictments" •••• , •••• , ••• , ................... , ..... " •••••• " •• , •• , 
Informations ............. , ........................................ .. 

To~~~~~I.~t~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::,::::::::::::::::: : 
Appula •• , ."., •••• , ••••••••••••••••• ', •• ', •• ", •• , ••••• ,' ••••••••••••• 

Total criminal ....... " .................................................. .. 

Grand total ............ ". .. .............................................. " 

Jury 

Civil ............ ,. 242 
Criminal.......... 317 

Total.......... 559 

Tria'" 
Non-jury 

1,187d 

404 
ll,i91 

Boldlace headings Indloate the classltlcations used by the NCSP. 

Total 

2.029 
721 

2,750 

'Dlsposlllons by cstegory were calculated !Tom available Illing and pending data. 
"Calculated category dl:iposltlon values do nut sum to total given In report. Total 

dispositions given In report are used for total civil and total criminal dispositions. 
C'fha dellnl\lons for a civil case, the criminal unlt li,' .~ount, and a trial ware not 

uniform statewide. 
dfncludes law cases tried by court, contested marital cases, and other eqUity 

cases heard as non-jury civil Irlals. • 
<Change In pending does not '3qual difference betwE'<ln filIngs and dispositions. 

Numbers are as reported in the biennial report. 

New HampshIre 171 

Boldlscs headings Indlcale the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space" Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
X ~ The data for this caoe type are known to be Included In the lotal. Data were 

not available by category lor this case type. 

'These case totals are the figures brought forward lor Inclusion In Part I tables. 
b,Ylaterlal on disposition of opinions rendered Is from the New Hampshite Bllr 

Journal. vol. 17. no. 3 (March, 1976), "A Primer on Practices and Procedures In the 
Supreme Court 01 New Hampshire," by George S. Pappeglanls. This material oovers 
calendar year 1975 rather than the fiscal year repr~ented In the other statistical 
data from this state. Time to case dlsposHlon data are also Included lor carandar 
year 1975. 

Sourcs: Chairman, Judicial CoUncil, Slxfeenth Blennlill Report of the Judlclill 
Council of thtl State of New Hampshire covering periods August 1. 1974-July 31. 
1975 and August " 1975-July 31, 1978 (Concord, New Hampshire: 1976). Statistics 
are from the biennial report except that totals have been computed, where 
necessary, and additional data have sometimes been 8upplle<\ "aring verification by 
the state court administrator or the clerk of the appeals cou:~. 

... -

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

9,401 6.188 5,887" 9,702 

2,440 2,252 2,017' 2,675 

4,956 8,939 7.873' 6,024 

36 19 IS' 40 
16,835 17,398 15.791· 18,441' 

1,724 3,237 2,737' 2,224 
50 358 374' 34 

305 541 517' 329 
2,079 4,136 3,628' 2,587 
1.&94 2.185 1,956' 1,921 
3,773 6,321 5,642b 4,508' 

20,608 23,719 21,433 22,949' 

-'-crliiiinal dispositions 

Nolle proSSll " ............ ". 1,148 
GIJllty plea .......... " ....... 2,811 

Sourcn: Chairman, JudicIal Council, The !::bd6l/nth BiennIal Report 0'1 the Judicial 
Courwll of the Slate of New Hampshire (Cancor/I, New Hampshire: 1976). Statv~1lcs 
ar~ from the biennial report except that tQ':alo have been computed, whore 
necessary, and additional dbla have sometimes betan supplied dUrIng verification by 
tha state court adrnJ:"stmtor. 

-
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Selected eale categories-limited Jurlsdlctlcm courts 

New Hampshire District and Municipal Courts 
99 Justices and 22 8peelal Justices 
AUGust 1, 19T4-July 31, 1915 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency ....... " .................... " ........................... .. 
Dependency: 

Neglected children, .............................................. .. 
Children In need cl 8upervlllon: 

Persons In need of supervision ... ' .... , ........................... . 

Total juvenile ....... , .................................................... . 

N~w Hsmpshlre Probate Court 
10 courts, 10 Judaes 
July 1, 197,hlune 30, 1975 

DoRlo.llc ralellon.: 
Adoption ............................................................... . 
Change of name ...................................................... . 
Commltmont to La(;(mla State 

School .............................................................. . 
Marriage waivers gr.!nted ................. '" .• " .................... .. 

Total domestic relatlon~ ................................................ .. 

Probate: • 
Guardians e.ppolnted ................................................. .. 
WJII alloweu .......................................................... .. 
Admlnlstraljons allowed .............................................. .. 
Voluntary lIdmlnlstratlons ............................................. .. 
Inheritance tax ....................................................... .. 
Successor custodian ........ " ........................................ . 
[)fiath certlflcale ...................................................... .. 
Will authenticity ........................................................ . 
Trustees appointed .................................................... . 
Inquisitions •••••• , ••••••••• , ............................................ . 
Accounts allowed ..................................................... . 

Total probate ................... , ......................... , .............. . 

Menial health: 
Conservators appointed •• , ••••• , •••••••••••••••• , ••••• , •••••••••••••••• 

Total mental health ..................................................... .. 

Boldfac., headings Indicate the elasslflcatlons uSO\l by the NCSP. 
N/ A - This ca.se type Is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

SoUrce: Chairman, Judlelal Council, The Sixteenih Biennial Report of the Judicial 
Council of the Siale of New Hampshire (Concord, New Hampshire: 1976). 8Ial/$II('.8 
are from the biennial report except that tol~'" "we been computed, where 
Mcessary. and addltlt'nal data have somellmes bj>" •• supplied dUring verl!-lcatlon by 
tile atate courtlldmlnlstrator. 

Beginning 
pending 

Nt.'\, 

N/A 

N/A 
. 

NIA 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
NIA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
III/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Filed 

3,872 

546 

72 

4,490 

Flied 

852 
396 

13 
1.746 

3,006 

344 
2,4G2 
1.408 

632 
24 
8 

108 
228 
159 
126 

6,499 

11.988 

161 

161 

Dlsposeci 

N/A 

N/A 

NIA 

N/A 

Disposed 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A ___ --'!!t. 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

l: 

End 
pending 

N/A 

NIA 
N/A 

N/A 

End 
pending 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
NIA 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 



New Jersey court system, August 31, 1975 

t 

~------------------------------

I SUPREME COURT 
7 Justices authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Final appeal In constitutional questions, capital 
causes, certifications, dissents In Appellate 
Division, and as provided by law. 

t 
APPELLATE DIVISION OF SUPERIOR 
COURT 
22 Judges authorized 
JurlsdlGtion: 
- Appeals from lower courts except Municipal 

Courts and from administrative agencies except 
Wage and Hour Section of Labor and Industry. 

t 
SUPEI:tIOR C.OURT: LAW DIViSION 
AND CHANCERY DIVISION 

COUNTY COURTS (21) 
103 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 98 judges authorized 

New Jersey 173 

Jurisdiction: . -General jUrisdiction In civil cases over $3,000. 
Contested probate. Adoptions. - Law Division hears civil cases. Chancery 

Division hears general equity, matrimonial, 
probate. 

- Law Division hears criminal caUses. 
Jury trials In Law Division. 

t 
COUNTY DISTRICT COURTS (21) 
34 judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Contract and tort under $3,000, landlord and 
tenant, small claIms, bastardy proceedings. 

- Minor criminal, traffic, ordinance violations. 
Concurrent criminal and quasl-crlmlnaljurlsdlctlon 
with Municipal Courts . 

• Jury trials. 

SURROl3ATES (21) 
21 surrogates 
Jurisdiction: 
- Unc;ontested probate. 

- General Jurisdiction In criminal cases. 
Appeals In bastardy proceedings and appeals from 
Municipal Courts and Wage and Hour SectiCln of 

• ~abor and Industry. 
Jury trials. , 

JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC 
RELATIONS COURT (21) 
29 Judges authorized 
Jurisdiction: 
- Domestic mlatlons (except divorce). Adoption. 
- Exclusive juvenile jurisdiction. 

MUNICIPAL COURTS (525) 
396jedges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Basiardy proceedings. 

Serve as Ch3rk of Probate Division of County Court. 
- Probable cause hearings on Indictable offenses. 
Trafflc, minor crlrnlnal, ordinance violations, fish 
and game and navigation violations. 

No jury trial. 

~----,---------------------------~ 

t Indicates gl3neral route of appeals. 

j 



174 Stat. Court Prome. 

New Jare.y Supremo Court 
Court of laet r.eort 
7 luetic •• 
September 1, 1874-Auguet 31, 1975 

Cases: 
Appeall: 

NotlCi! 01 appeal IIled ............................................ . 
Certillcations on petition lIIed ................................... .. 
Certilicatlon~ on motion granted ................................. . 
Appeals by leave granted ....................................... .. 
Appeals removed from calendar" 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••• ,." •••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Orlglnll proceeding.: 

Disciplinary •••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••• , •••• , '" ., •• , •• 
ReqUHII 10 appeal: 

Petitions lor certlflcatlon .................................... .. 

1'ot81 other cases •••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total OaAtls· ••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Ollier matters: 

Motions and other patltionso......... .. ......................... .. 

Total other proceedings ................................................ .. 

Manner 01 dlspos/tlond 
Written opinion ................. 127 
Par curiam ...... .. .. .. .. .. • .. .. 47 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NeSp. 
X .. The data for this CIlSI') iYpe are known to be Included In the total. Data wero 

not aVllllable by category lor thfs c.ase Iype. 
-- a Not applloable. 

"These case totals aro the figures brought fOlWard for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
bfnclud80 25 cases dismissed belore argument, 6 cases remanded, and 3 decided 

without oral argumont. 
"'lAotians and other petitions" disposed Includes at least 72 motions for leave to 

appeal and 23 mollons lor rehearing: since the number 01 these motions flied or 
pending was ~,nknown, the disposed motions were not listed as requeat. 10 appeal 
or reh •• rlng reqlKlllt •• 

ctleoldlng 148 appeals and 26 diSCiplinary matten:. 

-

Beginning 
pending Flied 

X 75 
X 101 
X 21 
X 24 

111 221 

11 73 

203 754 

214 1}27 

325 1,048 

66 1,058 

66 1,058 

Disposition 01 lippeals 
Affirmed ................... 
Reversed .................. 
Modified ................... 
Reversed and re-

manded ................. 
Affirmed and re-

versed In part ........... 
Remanded ................. 
Dismissed ................. 

Dl8po~ed 

162" 

182" 

748 

930' 

_____ 9!!;~~ 

9360 

54 
25 
12 

14 

5 
21 
7 

.-
End 

pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 

150 

40 

253 

293 

443 

186 

186 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts, Annulll Report 1974, 75 ('irenton, 
New Jersey: 1976). Source 01 cases, time to disposition, and age 01 pending cases 
data arB available. Statistics are from the annual report 6'~cept that totals have been 
computed, where neoeseary, and additional data have sometimes been supplied 
during verification by the etate oourt I!dmlnlatrator or the olerk of the appeals court. 



.Iew Jerley Appellate Dlvlalon of the Superior Court 
IntermedlatG tlppeJlate court 
22 Judges authorlzedh 

S.pt~mber 1, '1974-Auguat 31, 1975 

New J~rae}' 175 

_____ a. ______________________________________ r.. ________________________________________ __ 

Capes: 
Appeliia .............................................................. .. 

T(ltal appealoN ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other ,cases: 
Or,lgln81 proceeding •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 
RequollI to appeal .............................................. . 

Total other cases .................................................. .. 

Total caslls·.. ................... ...................................... . 

Other Jlroca.edlngs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
R,hoarlng roquest.- • •• • •• • • •• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Oihor ma"ora: 

Beginning 
pending 

3.781 

3.781 

(0) 

Flied 

4.383' 

4.383' 

4.383'" 

(c) 

74 2,686-

Dleposed 

3.898' 

3.898' 

3.898" 

End 
pending 

4,266 

4.266 

4.266 

Motions and petltlons .. /! ......................................... .. 
Total ................................................................. . ___________ 7~4 ______ 2,686-

(0) 

2,489d 

2,489d 

(0) 

271 
271 

Tolal other proceedings............................. " ................ .. 

Manner of disposition 
Published opinions'............. 279 
Per curiam'..................... 2,365 
Dismissal/withdrawal. •••• • •• ••• 1,249 
TransferQ ....................... 21 

Boldface headings Indicate the clll:l;3lt1catlons used by the NCSP. 
Blunk space = Not enough Information Is known. The cnse category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 

'These ... se tolals are the figures brought fiwwiifa fOf Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"Annual report figures adjusted by administrative office oltne courts on basis of 

r6counts. 
<Within the "motions and pelltlons" mad category are 769 motions for leave to 

appeal and 99 mollons for rehearing. Since the number of thess mollons disposed or 
pending Is unknown, the flle.:l mollons were not listed under ·,he raqullta to appeal 
and rehearIng roque.1I categories. 

dJ'otal dlsposltl:ms InchJde 52 withdrawn mollons. 
'Filings and dispositions Include 21 certifications by Supreme Court bafor~ 

calendaring by appellate division. 
'All opinions are wrlllen opl"lons. 
QCaeae trslnsferred to Supreme OOUli by certification. 
"For comparallve purposes 21 Judges are used because one Judge serves as 

aollng administrative director of the courts. 

74 2,686-

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ................. .. 
Reversed .. , ............. .. 
Reversed and re-

manded ............... .. 
Affirmed and re-

manded ................ . 
Remanded ................ . 
Other ............ , ........ . 
Modified ••••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed ................ . 

1,912 
119 

276 

2 
53 
21 

264 
1,249 

lM89d 271 

Source: Administrative Dlreotor of the Courts, Annual Report 1974-75 (Trenton, 
New Jersey; 1976). Source of case, time to disposition, and age ()f pending case 
data are available, Reversal ratae by type of call8 ore available. Statistics are from 
the annual repor! except that totals have been tOmputed, whetl!! r.ecessary, and 
additional data have sometimes been suppll~ during verification by the state court 
admlnletrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 

________ ~ ____________ .. ________ ~ ____ ,_.LLA __________________ ~ ________ ... __________________ _ 
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Now Jersey Superior Court: Law Dlvl.lon and Chancery Dlvl.'ort and County Courts 
COUI', of general Jurledlctlon 
21 countlee, 201 Judges au~horJzed 
September 1, 1974-Augult 31, 1975 

Civil': 
Lew: 

OIhor-L.aw Dlvlslcm.. • ......................................... .. 
Al.\lo tort .............................................................. . 
Eqully ••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dorn,.Uc relallonl': 

Matrimonial. ..................................... '" .............. .. 
Probale (county court): 

Wlffs and admlnlslrlltlon •••••••••••••• , •• , •••••••• , ••••••••••••••••• 
Accounting ........................................................ . 
Adoptions •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Othor probate matters ........................................... .. 

Totnl ............... " .............. ' ................................. .. 

Tolal olvff ............. ; ................ "" ...... " ........ , .... , ....... .. 

Crlmlh.lb: 
F.lony: 

Indlctmenls and accliSIItions •• , ..... , .. " ....... , .. , •• , ..... ,', .. ,' 
Appell. (county court) ................................................ . 
:extraordinary wrll~: 

Post-convlctlon roffof •••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tolal criminal..................... • .................................... . 

Grand total........ • ................ , ..................................... .. 

Trial" 
Jury Non-Jury 

Civil· ............ 3,045 10,660' 
Criminal ........ 2,786 699 

Total ......... 5,8~1 11,359 

Tofal 

13,705 
3,485 

17,190 

Boldtace headings Indlc,~te the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X .. The data tor this cose typo are known to bo Included In the lotal. Dala were 

nol ~Vallable by category tor thfs case type. 

'Clvll cases nre counted as soon as the first answer Is f116d. 
!>The Informatlonllndlctment Is the unll of count for crimina! cases. 
COSQme dom.,llc r.'allona matters are handled In thl! Juvenile and Domestic 

Relations Courts; these are not Includ&d here. 
dJury trials are counted when the voir dire examination of the Jury panel begins. 

Non-Jury Irlals are counted with the opl'nlng statement or Introduction of evldencd. 
IQnes not Include uncontested matrimonial CasBB as civil non-Jury trials. 
rrh'l8o categories are InclUded with dismissed cases for un In Part I tables • 

Beginning 
pending 

18,531 
17,935 

2,326 

5.000 

X 
X 
X 
X 

163 
43,955 

22,248 
7~9 

161 

23,178 

67,133 

Flied blsposad 

20,245 18,505 
15,9~6 15,485 
3,844 3,523 

22,762 21,964 

1SS X 
113 X 

21 X 
115 X 
404 395 

63,231 67,872 

27,567 
3,629 

23,260 
3,588 

304 402 

31,500 27,248 

94,731 8S,120 

Criminal dispositiOns 

Dismissed ..................... 6,478 
Guilty or non-vult pIBB$ ....... 13,430 
Trial conviction..... ........... 1,779 
Acqulttad .............. " .. .... 1,382 
Conditional discharge......... 193 
No relief grBnt6d.,............ 292 
Post-conviction relief 

uumlTUlrlly disposed' ........ 90 

End 
pending 

22,271 
18,408 

2,647 

5,818 

X 
X 
X 
X 17g 

49,314 

26,555 
812 

63 

27,430 

76,744 

Source: Admlnlstratlvo Director of the Courts, Annual Report 1974-76 (Trenton, 
New Jeraay: 1 &76). Statlatlcs ara from the annual report excsct Ihat lotals have 
been computed, Whare f;eceasary, and additional data have sometlmllll boen 
supplied during verlflcallon by Iha 8Ialo court admlnl.tralor. 

.... --~----.. ------.. ------~ .. ------.. --~ .. --...... --.......... ~ .................. ~ .............. ** 

Selected case calegorJea-Jlmlted Jurladlctlon courts 

New JeKaB), Juvenile and Domesilc Relations Courts 
21 courts, 29 Judges authorized 
September 1, 1974-August 31, 1975 

•.. 
8tJglnnlng F'·'ed Dis o6d End ________________________ ~pe~nd~l~g~ _________ po __ ~ __ ~~~.~nd~ln~g~ 

Dom .. lh~ rel.Mon.: 
Domostlc relations and 

reciprocal BUpport ••••••••••• 3.461 50,B89 50,235 4,115 

Total domestic relaliona ......... 3,461 50,889 50,235 4,115 

Juv.l1l1e: 
Dellnqullnl ••••••••••••••••••••• 
CI;JIdron In need of 

10,004 74,790 73,693 10,901 

ulperv,.'on: 
Juvenile In need of 

aupervlslon .............. 662 7.867 7,852 677 

Total Juvenile _ ................... 10,666 82,657 81,745 11,578 

Boldface helldlngslndlcate Ihe Illasslflcatlons used by the NCSP. 

Source: Administrative Director of tho Courts:, Annual Report 1974-76 (Trenton, 
New Jeraay: 1976). Statistics are from the annual rePQrt except that totals have 
sometimes boen suppllod during verification by the stale court admlnlstratur. 

-



New Mexico court system, 1975 

enally. Death p 
Life 1m 
Most c 

Rrlsonment. 
viI cases. 

MAGISTRATE COURT 
70 Judges 
JurIsdiction: 
• Civil actions under $2,000. 

-

• MIsdemeanors and other criminal wIth 
fine less than $1,000, sentence less thun 
1 year. Preliminary hearings. 

SUPREME COURT 
5ju!ltlces 
Jurisdiction: 
• Apfleals from criminal tases Imposing death penalty 

or lie Imprisonment and cIvil cases where 
jurlsdl~""(m not s?eclflcally vested In Court of 
Appeals. 

• Cert/orarl revl .<11 of Court of Appeals decisIons, 

~ 

COURT OF APPEALS 
5 judges 
JurIsdIction: 
• Appellate JurIsdIction over most crImInal cases and 

specifiC types of civil appeals (not within Supreme 
Court Jurisdiction). 

• Direct ~ppeals from certain state agencIes. 

I ~ 

DISTRICT COURT (13) 
32 judges 
JurisdIction; 
• General ,cIvil Jurisdiction. ExclusIve domestic relallons 
jurisdiction. Concurrent Jurlsdlcllon with Probate Court 
over wills, rIght of executorshlfr' and admlnlstrallon. 

• Exclusive felony. General crlm nalJurlsdlctlon. 
• Exclusive Juvenl!~ JUi!~rjlctlon, 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trlBid. 

~ 

PROBATE COURT (32) 
32 jUdges 
Jurisdiction: 

....... -- • ExclusIve orlglnallurlsdlctlon over - guardianshIp and ormal administration • 
Concurrent jurlsdlcllon with District 
Court over WillS! right of executClrshlp, 
and admlnlstrat ve. 

-,j 

MUNICIPAL COURT (83) SMALL ClAIMS (1) 
83 Judges 1 Judge 
Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
• Municipal ordinance Vlolatlon~ may - -- • Civil actions $2,000 and under involving 
Impose flne less than $300 an lor - real estate. 
sentence less than 90 days. • County ordinance vIolations (crIminal). 

'" 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 
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New MexIco Supreme Court 
Court of laat resort 
5 Justices 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Civil •••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal ........................................................... . 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Othor cases: 
Original j>roceedlngl: 

Habeas corpus" ............................... '" ........... ' • 
Mandamub ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Prohibition ••••••••••••••••• '" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Quo warranto •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••• 
Superintending control ....................................... . 

Disciplinary •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Otherd ........................................................ . 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
R.quells 10 appeal: 

Certiorari ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total other cases •••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total casos· ............................................................ .. 

Other proceedings: 
Other maHere: 

Rule 37 motions' ................................................ .. 

Total other proceedings ................................................ .. 

Manner 01 disposition 
Written opinion................. 197 
Per curiam..................... 1 
Dlemlssal/wlthdrawal ...... , • • • • SO 
Tmnsler ........................ 9 

Boldfaco hoadlngs Indicate the classlIlcalions used by the NCSP. 
NI A '" This case type Is handlAd by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X = The data lor this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category tor this case type. 

"Those caso totals are the tlgures brought forward tor Inclusion In Part! tallies. 
-Appeals disposed ot were computed by subtracting R~ Ie 37 motions and orlglnat 

proceedlnll' dlspooed from reported total matters dlspoSi d. 
OJiabeas· corpus !nclUdtis 20 original habeas corpus tJases and 41 cases trom 

habeas corpus docket. 
"DIspOSitions 01 other erlglnl!~ proceeding_ Include the following: stay 01 

proceedings denled-1, grand Jury presentment quashed-2, original proceedings 
o:llsmlssed-1. 

'Rule 37 motions are prosecutors' motions tor extension ot time In District Court. 

Begll1lng Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

X 220 X )( 
X 15 )( X 

X ~3e 276- X 

X 61" 69 X 
X 17 17 X 
X 39 39 X 
X 1 N/A X 
X 6 8 X 
X 5 4 X 
X 9 4d X 
X 137 131 X 

X J.ruL 99 X 

X 285 230 X 

173 500 506 168 

~!.A 469 469 NIt! 
NfA 469 469 N/A 

Disposition 01 appeals 
Affirmed ................... 115 
Reversed .................. 55 
Partially affirmed •••••.•••• 13 
Reversed and 
Aff1~~:~~nci .............. 

modified ................. 1 
Remanded ................. 6 
Other ...................... 5 

Source: Judicial Department of the State 01 New Mexico, Annual Report 1975 
(Santa Fe, New Mexico: 1976). Time to disposition ot case data are available. 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed. where 
necessary, and additional data have sometimes been supplied durtng Verification by 
the state court administrator or the clerk 01 the appeals court. 



New Mexico Court o. Appeals 
Intermediate appellate court 
5 ludg~a 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

--------------------------........................ ---------
Cnsos: 

Appeals: 
Civil .................... .. 
Criminal ............ ' .... . 
Reinstated cases ........ . 

Beginning Flied 
pending 

x 
X 
X 

I d End 
D spose pending 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

Administrative •••••••••••• 
Total appeals .............. . 

~ 
264 

208 
259 

10 
--'lL 

514 

__ X _ __ X_ 

529 249 

Other cases: 
I)rlglnll proceeding ... .. 
Requ •• " 10 8PJ1fl81 ... .. 

Total other cases ......... . 

Tolal cases" ................... . 

Other proceedings: 
Reh,.rlng reqUllt •••••••••.. 
Other matte,.: 

264 5111 529 249 

52 53 o 
Motions ................ .. ___ 0 799 799 __ 0_ 

1 ----e51ii -e52b Ob Total other proceedlngsb ...... . 

Manner of dlsposl/lon Disposition of appeals 
Written opinion......... 157 
Memorandum.. ......... 226 

Affirmed ............... , 267 
Reversed.. .. .. • .. .. .. .. 43 

Transfer .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. • 23 
By order................ 122 
Certification.. .. .. .... .. • 1 

Partially affirmed....... 3 
Reversed and re-

manded .............. 58 
Affirmed and re-

manded .............. 4 
Other ................. ., 3 
Dismissed .............. 5 

New Meu:lco 119 

Boldface headings Indicate tho classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough Information Is known. The case cet,!>!l!.'ry mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
X • The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by calegory for this case type. 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward for InclUsion In Part I tables. 
bOases Involving certiorari Irom the New Mexico Supreme Court to the U.S. 

Supremo Ocurt were omitted from total cases flied to avoid double counting. There 
were 131 olthose cases dealt with In 1975 with a cases pending at the end of 1975. 

Source: Clerk, appellate court, "lH5 Annual Report." Judicial Department of the 
State of New Mexico, Annual Report 1975(Sanla Fe, New Mexico: 1976). Source 01 
cases and time to disposition data are available. Statistics are from these two 
reports except that totals have been computed, where necessary, and additional 
data have sometimes been supplied during verification by the state court 
administrator or the clerk of the appeals court • • ___________________ ,1.1 .... _______________________________ _ 

New Mexico DIstrict Court 
C"urt o. general Jurisdiction 
13 districts, 32 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending Flied 

Civil": 

Total ~Ivll ....................... 19,798 30,374 
Criminal": 

---r;913 4Y1i Total criminal ................... 

Juvenllo: 

Total Juvenile ................... 2:120 --s:m 
Urand total ........................ 23,831 40,599 

Jury trlatJ 
Criminal... ....... .... .. 375 

lJlsposed End 
pending 

31.78s "17,305b 

--:i;5a'8 2,096 

4,~88 2;734b 
41,262 22,135b 

Boldface headings Indicate the classlflcatlons used by the NCSP. 

"A civil case Is countod with the IlIIng of a complaint or petition. 
bOhange In pending does not equal difference between filings and dispositions. 

Figures are as reported In the ann~al report. 
"Tho criminal unit 01 count Is the number of Indictments. 
dA Jury trial Is counted If the Jury Is Impaneled. 

Source: Judicial Depfi;~l1ent 01 the State 01 New MeXico, Annual Report 1975 
(Santa Fe, New Mexico: ~ 976). Statistics are from the annual report except that 
totals have sometimes been 8~pplled during verification by the state court 
administrator. 

Selected case categories-limited JurisdIction courts 

New Mexico Probate Court 
32 courts, 32 Judgea 
January 1, 1975-December 31,1975 
There were no data available for proIUIlo cases haw,fled In the Probate Ocurt. 



180 state Court Protlles 

Or" 

New York c;ourt system, 1975 
COURT OF APPEALS 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate jurlsdlotlon In civil and crlmlrH'Il cases • 
• Direct appeal 0 qU<1Stlons Involving prOVision of 

constltu!·c·.1 .~rd u,,!th sentence. 

A 
Criminal , 

APPELLATE DIVISION OF 
SUPREME COURT (4) 

~ •• ___ 11111 Clvll----I 

APPELLATE TERMS OF 
SUPREME COURT (3) 

24 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

3-5 supreme court judges serve In each 
appellate term.·· 

Jurisdiction: • Civil and criminal appellate Jurlsdlcllon. 
• Civil appellale jurlsdlcllon In Iwo of Ihe 

appellate lerl1'ls • 
• Criminal appellate Jurlsdlcltlon In all 

districts. 

1 
Civil, . felonies, 

all 3rd and 4th Department Cases. t 
NOIHelonles In 

r--i'&.-_-, 
SUPREME 
GOURT (11) 
257 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Unlimited law and 

equity. Exclusive 
domesllc relations. 

• Felonies and mlsde· 
meanors prosecuted by Indictment (In clly 
o New York). Criminal 
JUrisdiction In other 
counties If needed. 

Jury trials. 

FAMILY 
COURT (58) 
101 Judges, 35 county 

jucfgE)s serve 
JUrisdiction: 
• Adoption. 
• Juvenile dellnquenr;y, 

dependencY,and 
neglect. 

Jury trials not 
generally available. 

"'-----...... 

COUNTY 
COURT (57) 

2nd De.artmen'i. III 

2nd 

CITY COURTS· (61) Depart· 

100 Judges 140 judges 
ment. 

JurIsdiction: Jurisdiction: 
• CIvil law and equity I __ • Civil actions under 

under $6,000 (may vary I"- _ $6,000, small claims. IaI... 
to $10,000). I ~ • Criminal with line tess r-

• Original criminal than $1,000, sentence 
jurisdiction over all less than 12 months, 
offenses (except In city felony pretlmlnarles. 
of New York). 3rd Jury trials. 

Appeals on racord. and 4th ..... ------........ 
Jury trials. Department. 

r-----------------~ ..... -------,,-

SURROGATES 
COURT (62) 
35 surrogates, 36 county 

judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Full and complete 

general jurisdiction In 
matters relating 10 
decedents estates. 
Exclusive probate Juris. 
diction. Adoptions, 
guardlanshlps. 

TOWN AND 
VILLAGE COURT 
(2,240) 
2,240 justices of peace 
Jurlsdlcllon: 
• Original civil under 

$1,000 (generelly small 
claims). 

• Original criminal with 
fine less than $1,000, 
sen'tence less than 12 
months (mosUy Iraffic). 
Felony preliminaries. 

L.:!:ry trials. 

COURT OF cLAIMS (1) 
53 judges 
Jurlsdlctlon: 
• Exclusive jurisdiction over claims to 

which the state Is a party. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

• Included are the city courts, lustlce courts, police courts, and rllcorder's courts. 
"Fifty retired justices of the Supreme Court were certified to continue to serve. Of these, 12 were 

temporarily designated to the Appellate Term. 

.-~~.--.- ._ .. 

DISTRICT 
COL~~IT (2) 
49 Iud gas 
Jurisdiction: 
• In Nassau and Suffolk 

Counties • 
• Civil actions under 

$6,000. 
• Criminal with fine less 

then $1,000 or sentence 
less than 12 months. 

Jury trials. ,------
CIVIL COURT OF 
THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK (1) . 
120 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil law and eqUity 

under $10,000. 
Jury trials. 

CRIMINAL COURT 
OF THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK (1) 
98' (fges 
JUdsdlctlon: 
• Criminal with fine 

less than $1,000 or 
sentence less than 12 
months. Felony 
preliminaries, 

Jury Hlals • 
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New York Court 01 Appeals 
Court 01 1~lt resort 
7 JUltlC.S ' 
January 1, 1975-December 31; 1975 

Cases: 
App4!.II: 

CIvil ........................................................ " ...... . 
Crlmlnal ... , ••. f ............................................ 1 •••• ' ••••• 

Notices of appeal and orders 
granting leave received .......................................... . 

Appeals Wlthdrawn/dlsmlssed ••.•••.•••••••••.••.•••.••••••••••••••• 
'Totel appeals ......................................................... . 

other cases: 
OrIgInal proceedlngl .............................................. . 
Requeala 10 appe.l: 

Appllcallon for leave to 
apP'lal (criminal) .............................................. . 

Molloils' ....................................................... . 
-rotal •...•.....•...••.....•....... ; ....•..........•... ' .•..• , ..... . 

Totel other cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••.•••• " ••••••.•••• 

Total cases· .. 1 ••• ' ••• , •••••••••••••••• • •••• • ••• • •• • •••• •••••••••• ••••••••• 

Mamsr of disposition 

Written opinion ............... .. 
Per curiam ................... .. 
Memorandum ................. .. 
Dismissal/withdrawal ••••• , ••.•• 

282 
35 

127 
333 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications J\>ed by the NCSP. 
Blank llpace - Not enough Information Is knoWl\. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. .', 
NI A - this case type Is handled by the collrt, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for thfs case type are known to billl1cluded In the total. Dala were 

not available by category for this case type. 
-- - Not applicabia. 

I"fhese case totals are Ihe figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tebles. 
"Data on .. ppe.11 lIIed are Incomplete owing to miSSing figures for Januar,; 

February, and March 1975. Hence caseflow numbers do not add up. 
<rhe motions category Includes motions to appeal In civil cases and an Unknown 

number of procedural motions. . 
"Pending data for .-.quealS to .ppe81 are not available. 

Beginning 
pending Flied 

X N/A 
X N/A 

X 617· 

438 617· 

N/A 1.190 
N/A 1,142' 
N/A 2,332' 
N/A 2.332' 

438· 2,949" 

DisPOSJliciil iJf appeals 
Affirmed ..................... . 
Reversed .................... . 
Mexflilcalions ••••••••••••••••• 
Dismissed alter' 

argument. ................. . 
Other., ..................... .. 

375 
124 

36 

9 
4 

Disposed 

360 
188 

333 
881 

1.047 
1,142' 
2,189' 
2,189' 

3,070" 

New York 181 

End 
pending 

x 
X 

X 

442 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

442d 

Source: Tho Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 21st Annual Report 
1975 (New York, N. Y.1976). Also unpublished statlsllcal date provided by tile clerk 
of the court. Origin of decided appeals Is reported. S(a~stlcs are from the annual 
report and unpublished date except that totals have been computed, where 
necessary. and additional data have sometimes been supplied during verification by 
the stete court administrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 

~--------------~~=====-~----------~---------------------------------------------------------
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182 StatecQurt' Proliles 

New York Appellate Division of the Supreme Court 
Intermediate appellate court ' 
4 divisions, 24 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Cases: 
Appeal. . ..•..•..• , .................. " .... ' .............................. . 

Total appeals •••• I ••• to i. ff ••••• ~; •••••••• , OJ '0 •• "'. It ••• ' I ••• ,', It ,! 

Otl1er cases: 
Orlllinal PrOCHdlnlll: 

Disciplinary proceedings ............................... ~ ....... . 
Requal" 10 appeal .................................... c .......... . 

Total. other cases' ..................................................... . 

Total cases- • 0' •.•• ' •• ,.' ••• , to •••• t ••• t •••••••• to, , •••••••• to to j.t ••• I. ,oj 

Other procfl9fi!lngs: 
Other mattera: 

M,otlons .1 •••• ' ••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••• , ••••••••••• , ••••••••••• ,. 

Tot~I, other proc~Adlna~ •• ,,, ............................................. . 

Manner of dIsposItIon 
Written opinion ............... .. 
Per curiam , •••••••••••••••••••• 
Memorandum ............ ; ..... . 

482 
71 

3,478 

B;;idface headlnge Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
NI A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

"These case totals are the ligures brought fOlWard fer Inclusion Ii, Part, tables. 
bAn unknown number of orllllnil procHdlngl Is Included In total filings and 

dispositions Olippeili. 

Beginning 
pending Flied 

N/A 7,429 

N/A 7,429b 

N/A 67b 

N/A 87b 

N/A 7,516b 

N/A WA 

N/A N/A 

DIsposItion of appeals 
Affirmed .................... .. 
Reversed .................... . 
Modilications ................ . 

, Dlsmlssala ................... . 
New trial ordered ........... . 

4,694 
1,015 

686 
357 
222 

DlspolUld 

7,346 

7,346b 

87b 

87b 

7,435b 

13,406 

13,406 

End 
pending 

,,"1/6 

N(A 

N/A 
. .... 

N/A, 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: Administrative Board of the Judicial, Conference, 21st Annual Report 
·,975 (New York, N. Y.: 1976). Also data /rom the New York State Ollice of Court 
Admlnlstmtlon. Statistics are from theSe two sources except that totals have been 
oomputed, ,where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been supplied 
during verification by the state court administrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 



() 

New York Appellate Terms 01 the Suprenle Court 
Intermediate appellate court 
3 terma,9 Judgeab 

January 1, 1975-December 31, 1"75 

Cases: 
Appeala ................... __ .............................. , .......... .. 

Total appeals ..... ' .................................................... . 

other cases: 
Original prc:icMdlngl ............................................ .. 
RaquHIa to appall ............................................. .. 

Total other ,~~~ ................................................... . 

Total cases •••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••.••••••.•••••• '" ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other proceedings: 
Other maltarl:' 

Motions heard or submitted ...................................... . 

Total other proceedings ............................ ' .................... .. 

Manner of disposition 

Signed written opinion ••••••••• 
Per curiam ................... .. 
Memorandum .................. . 

o 
695 
484 

Boldface headings Indicate the classlflcatlons used by the NCSP. 
Blank space m Not enough Information Is known. The caM catagory mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
NI A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the data Bre unavailable. 

NOTE: Appellate Terms of the Supreme Court hear civil and criminal appealafrom 
the First end Second Departments. County courts sitting as appellate courts for the 
TIlird and Fourth Departments hear some equivalent crlmh131 appeals; however. 
data on the volume of such cases Bre not available. For c81-taln criminal caaes New 
York has three Intermediate appellate courts when county courts slttlrig as appellate 
courts are counted. 

'These case totals are the figures brought forward for Incluslon In Part t tables. 
"During 1975, there were three Appellate Terms sitting with three Justices In each 

term; hence the total of nlns Judges for 1975. 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Flied 

2.177 

~.177 

2,177 

N/A 

N/A 

DIsposition of appeals 

Affirmed .................... .. 
Reversed ................... .. 
Discontln-
ued/dlsml~ ••••••••••••• 

Modified ..................... . 

636 
408 

403 
132 

Disposed 

1.579 

1.579 

1.579 

2.510 

2.510 

New York 183 

End 
pending 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference. 21st Annual Report 
1975 (New York, N. Y.: 1976). Also data from the New York State OffIce of Court 
Administration. Statistics are from these two sources excepttl'lIt totals have been 
computed, wilere necessary, and additional data have someU;oos been ~pp1led 
during Verification by the state court administrator or clerk of the appelils coort. 

---' 



184 Stale Court Profiles 

New York Supreme Court and County Courts 
Courta 01 general Jurisdiction 
11 districts, 257 judges; 57 countlos, 100 Judgos 
January 1, 1975-Decemher 31, 19!5 

ClvUb 

Allto tort; 
Supreme Court.,." •••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• '" 

To~I~~~.~~.~:::::::::::::::·.·.:::::·.:·.:::::·.:::::·.:::::::::::::::::: 
Non-auto tort: 

Medical malpractice: 
Supreme Court .............. , ............................... .. 
County Court ................................................. . 

Tota', ......••.•• \ .....••.....••.•...•.• \ .• , .•.• i ••••• I ••••••••••• 
other tort: 

Supreme Court ...................... , ....................... .. 
County Court .......................................... ' ...... .. 

Total .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
Total •• ' ••••• 0.1 •• 0 •• _to ••••• to. '~'" •••••••• , i. '" ••• 10 ••••••• , •• 0 ••••• 

Contract: 
~C!~.~e ... ~~~urt I •••••••••••••• I ••• I •••••••••• " •••••••••••• I •• " •••• 

T~~:':~ .. ~~.~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Property rfgh .. : 

Condemnation: 
Supreme Court .............. " ............................... . 
County Court ....... , .......... , ............................. .. 

Totar •••• ~ ••••••• ·.-. ••••• ~ ••••••• \ .••••••• 4 ••••••••••••••••••••••• i 

Domestic relallona: 
Matrimonial: 

Supreme Court ............................................... . 
Admlnlelrlltlvo: 

Tax certiorari: 
Supreme Court .............................................. .. 
County Court ••••••••••••••••.••••.••••.•••••.•.•••• , ••.••••••• 

Total .......... , ...................................... , ......... .. 
Other clv!l: 

Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••• , •••••••••• 

TO~~~.~ •. ~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Total civil: 

~E~~'b~J~.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Tolal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••.•.•.• 

Crfmlnal"; 
Other, criminal: 

Indlctl11'lnts-New York City •• , ••••••••••• , ••••••••• ,., •••••• , ••••• 
Indlctments-outslde New York City ....................... , .... .. 

Total ••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• , ••.••••••••• , ... 

Total criminal ............................... , ............................ . 

Grand tot81.~ t .~ •• t. of 0", t~ •• ~ ••••••• to 0 0 •••••••• f i ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tria' 

Civil: 
Jury Non.Jury 

Supreme Court ................ 2,068 55.386 
County Court .......... , .. ,.... 133 222 

Total ............................. 2.201 55.608 
Criminal: 

New York CIt~,. ............... X X 
OutSide New ork City ....... X X 

Tolal •••••••••••••• , ••••••••• , •••• X X 
Total ............................... X X 

Soldface headings Indicate the classifications' used by the NCSP. 

Total 

57,454 
355 

57,B09 

2,164 
1,126 
3.310 

61.119 

NI A - This case type Is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

nol available by category for this case type. 

"Filings are the total of new actions. restorations, transfers Into these courts from 
other courts. plus or minus transfers within the courts. 

bA civil case Is counted With the tiling of a complaint' or pelltlon. 
<Because ot adjustments made by the court, chango In pending does not equal 

dlf1erence between filings and dispositions. 
"The criminal unit ot count Is the number of delendants on each Indictment. 
'Grand totals do not Include criminal pending. 
'A trial Is counted Jt It Is tried to decision or verdict. 

eeglnnlng Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

X 24,272 23,673 X 
X 1,356 1,511 X 
X 25,621\ 25,164 X 

X 932 961 X 
X 3 4 X 
X 935 965 X 

X 12,910 11,207 X 
X 521 532 X 
X 13,431 11,739 X 
X 14,366 12,724 X 

X 9,233 6,027 X 
X ;,294 1,13G X 
X 10,527 9,162 X 

X 294 243 X 
X 3 2 X 
X 297 245 X 

5,144 59,306 56,631 7,619-

X 3,955 5,108 X 
X 0 1 X 
X 3,955 5,109 X 

X 4,612 5,323 X 
X 318 353 X 
X 4,930 5,676 X 

56,086 115,514 111,193 62,363-
5.070 3,495 3.1>38 4,607-

63,156 119.009 114,731 67,170-

N/A 19,720 21,938 N/A 
N/A 16,034 16,736 N/A 
N/A 35,754 38,6,74 N/A 

N/A 35,754 36,674 N/A 

63,156' 154.763 163,405 67,170" 

Criminal diSpositions 

Dismissed •••••••••••••••• 8,899 
Guilty plea ............... 26,309 
Trial conviction .......... 2,306 
Acquittal. , ............... 1.158 

Source: The Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference. 21st Annual Report 
(New York: 1976). Statistics are from the annual rQPort except that totals have baen 
computed, where necessary. and additional data have sometimes been supplied 
during verlflcallon by tha stale court administrator. 



Selected case categories-limited Jurisdiction courts 

New York SurrogateG Court 
62 courts; 35 surrogates, 36 county Judges serva 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

DomeDtic rei allons: 

Adoptions granted, •• , .......... ,"'''''''''''"', ....... " ... ,, ....... . 
Total domestic relations" ,.""""."."", ""., "'" "" ",.,.,. ,., ••• 

Probs!,,: 
Wills ,." •• ,.,', ..... " .. ,.".,"., ... , .......... , •••• , ................. . 
Administrator •• " • ,. " ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• , • , ••••••.• 
AccountIngs. j ••• i '1, •• ,. I." ••• ; •• ,. t •••••••• ,11, ., •• ,.,. " •• ,., ••• , I., 
Guardianship , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••• ,." •• ,""",. '.' 
other •••• II, ,I. ,I'", '""'" to,.,. " •• j ,.;. " •••• , "1', , •••••. to., •• ,. II 

Tet::! probate .' ••••• ,0 •••••••• ,., ••• "" to •••• I" ••••• , •• , I ••••••••••••••• 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used bl the NCSP, 
NI A .. This case type Is handled b:l the court, but the data are unavailable. 

'Dala were not available In all c~(!lgorles for Inclusion In the tolal. 

New York Family Court 
58 courts, 101 Judges, 35 county Judges serve 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

I)omtltfc relstlons: 
Adoption .... ,,, .... ,',.,, ... ,, •• ,.,',., •• , ................... , ......... . 
Supreme court referrai I •• ~ II •••••••• ;: •••••••••••••••••• j ••••••• I ••••••• 

Custody of minors ........ , .................................. " ....... .. 
Foster care review .............. , ...... • ............................. .. 
Foster care placement ................................................ . 
Physically handicapped ............................................... .. 
Family offense ...................... , .................................. . 
Paternity ••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
support ••• , .............. , .................. , ......................... .. 
Uniform support of dependents ....................... , ...... , .. : ..... . 
Consent to marry ....... , ..................................... " ...... .. 
Other ••••••• , .......................................................... . 

Total domestic relations .............................................. , .. . 

Probate: 
Guardianship, •••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,., ••• , ••••••••• 

Total probate •••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 

Mental helllth: 
Mental defective ................. , ..................................... . 

Total mental health ............................... , .... , ................ .. 

Juvenile: 
Dallnquency ............ , ............................................. .. 
Depandency: 

Permaaent neglect ..................................... , .......... . 
Ci,lId llrotectlve-neglect ..................... , ......... , ......... . 
Child protective-abuse .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•. , •••••••• 

Total •••••• " ••••••••• j~., .... ,.f ..•..•..•.....•..•.. 1.I ••••••• t •••• , •• 

Children In noed of ,up.rvl.I.,n: 
Persons In need Of sUpervision .................................. .. 

Total Juvenile ....................................................... , ... ,. 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

"Because of adjustments made by the court, change In pendIng does not equal 
dlHerence between filings and dispositions. 

<Figures Include petitions In which warranls were returned during year. 
dFJgures Include petitions In which warrants were Issued during year. 

New York 185 

.-
Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

N/A N/A 3,605 N/A 
N/A N/A 3,605 N/A 

N/A 41,228 40,478 N/A 
N/A N/A 21,479 N/A 
N/A 11,(!10 8,447 N/A 
N/A N/A 6,533 N/A 
N/A N/A 3~ ~l6 
N/A 52,638' 79,7~0 N/A 

Beglnnlnu Filed' Olsposedd End 
pending pending" 

1,588 3,760 3,943 1,069 
529 1,349 1,000 196 

1,185 c: .,n .... 4,824 1,572 """\1\1 3.221 6,741 6,697 2,164 
1,330 7,275 7,607 1,326 

689 7,385 6,133 1,118 
5,403 23,136 24,804 :3,459 

14,008 20,862 23,895 5,735 
18,797 47,375 64,149 9,280 

9,903 23,385 28,271 4,065 
57 602 774 .S2 

381 5,060 i4,999 §68 

57,089 152,610 186,796 30,724' 

213 602 495 243 

213 602 495 243 

2 ~ 36 4 

2 8 36 4 

10,248 24,121 29,948 5,856 

406 918 835 645 
7,594 6,973 11,725 2,336 

407 1,271 937 877 
8,407 e,162 13,497 3,768 

3,641 12,260 17,008 1.911 

22,296 45,533 60,453 11.525 

Source: Tile Administrative Board of the Judicial Conference, 21sf Annual Report 
1975 (NeW York: 1976). 



186 State C:ourt Profiles 

Death or 
life Imprisonment. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

------ ---------

NQrth Carolina court system, 1975 

-.,. 
SUPREME COURT 
7justlces 
JtJrlsdlctlon: 
• Hears direct appeals on death or 1I1e 
Imprisonment sentence. 

, Constitutional questions! dissent In 
Court 01 Appeals, and Ut IIty Com' 
missioner General rate·maklng case 
appeals are heard as of right from 
Court of Appaals. 

, Other appeals of major Interest are 
discretionary . 

COURT OF APPEALS 
9judges 

Commission. Industrial Commission, 

.. 

_'.A_p.p_ea.l_e _fr_om_'o_w ... e_r .. c~o_urt_s_,_th_e_U_t_II_lty __ .. . 

Jurisdiction: I 
and Commissioner of Insurance. 

SUPERIOR COURTS (30) 
56 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions over $5,000. 
• Felonies, misdemeanor appeals. 
Appeals are trial de novo. 
Appeals from administrative agencies 
except Utilities Commission, Industrial 
Commission, and Commissioner of 
Insurance. 

Jury trials. 

t 
Criminal 

DISTRICT COURTS (30) 
117 Judges, 
Jurl!ldlctlon: 
• Civil actions uncler $5,000, domestic reo 

lations, dlvorces~ 
• Mlstl'.)meanors, felony preliminaries. 
• Juvenile. 
No jury trials In criminal. 

Civil 



~orth Carolina Suprome COlut 
Court of lasl resort 
7iIJIlicei 
February 4, 1975-February 2, 1976 

North Carolina 187 

..... ~, .. ________________________________ ~ ____ ~-== __ ~ ____ .u ___________ ... ______________________ __ 

End FII3db Disposed pending 
"eglnnlng ___ ~ _________________ ~ ______ ..eendlng,l!., _________ • _______ =::.:.::::.!!!..... __ 

Casas: 
Appeal.: 

Cases docksted.,. ". ",. ,., .• to, •••••••• ; •• , ••• , •••• to •••• to j r •••• 

Advisarillending , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••• 
DecldeCl •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•• 
Dismissed "'10"" j. '.1" .,1 i •• ,. 00 to. ,.t, .....••.• ,. to •••• II •••••• 
Advlarl "'10"" 001 ••• ,," I ••••• t •••• • '.'.~ "'" "ll' ••••• , ,,., •••• 

Pending caees '0.10,.0 •• ', ,0 ••..• 1 " •••• 0 .,.,.",0.1 ••• ,.0., •• ,. "1 

Te;tat appeals .. , ... , 10., I' •••• II' •••••••• ,1",1""", •••••• ,," to "'" 

OIh(\r casa8: 
Orlllinal proceedlnlll ... , ....•................ , .... ,., ...•. ,., •. , .. 
ReqUHII 10 appeal 

Petitions for certlornrl!>: 
Docketed., .• • ~, I, I ••••• '~I •• '. o. '~I t i ,I iii ,".,.' ••••• , •• 1. 

Allow(ld .• I •• II.IIII"""I~. , •••• 0" i I ••• 01.0.101111"'14,0' 
Denied lOll '010'",." .',10.0." 0" j, •• ' 0 0, ••• ".0"""" I. 

Transfer to court of 
appeals ., •... "'11' ••••••••• 0 ••• ~'OI"I"O 0 .,1'"", •• 1. 

Total ..•...•.. , ••••.. , .••••.•. ,." .•. , ...••....• ,I •••• """""00 

Total other cases ,. , •• '010'" •• " •• ,0'0' •• ,' , •• ,. "","01"1 ., •••••• 

Total eaees' ...... ' ... 0.' .,1.0'11.1. j ." ••••••••• 0'01.0 01"1 •••• "".0. '1. 

Other prooeedlngs: 
Other meH,,.: 

Motions".,. , •• ,II •••• ,I.,.; .,0 •• '"0"" " •• I'I"~'""'" 0 •••• " f ••• II' 

Total ether proceedings ••••••••••••••••• "., ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Manner of dIspositIon 

X 

40d 

Qd 

o 
40d 

o 
o 

242 X X 
(-69) 

143 
29 

32 
9 

173b 172 41 

347 
39 

230 

16 
347b g8§ eg 
347b 285 62 

520b 457b 103 

2880 ---~ 0 

2680 2680 0 

WrlHen opinion .................... 1~3 

Boldface headings Indicate the classlflcatlons used by the NCSP, 
Blank space - Not enoullh Information Is known. Tne case category mayor may 

not be handled by'lhe court. 
X - The data for this case tYpe are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for thrs case type. 
-- - Not applicable, 

"These case totals are the flguru brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tebles. 
bOases coming to the court by both a nol/ce of appeal and a petilion for writ of 

certiorari are counted as two filings, but Ille number of cases counted twice Is 
unknown. 

oMolions consist of 157 "motions and palltlons acted on" (other thari petilion for 
certiorari to review Court of Appeals' deCisions) plus 131 "other motions acted on." 

"BeglnnlnR pending figures for totel appeals and total other cases were computed 
by NCSP statr. 

Source: Clerk. SUpreme Court, "Supreme Court Casa Load Statlstlce" for the 
Spring and Fall Terms of 1975 (unpublished). Stallstlce are from these unpublished 
data except that totals have been computed, where necessary, and additional data 
have sometimes been supplied during verification by tho state court administrator or 
the clerk of the appeals court, .. __________________ .m __________________________________ ~ ______ .. ______________ ~ _______________ .. _____ 

I 
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North Carolina Court ot Appeals 
Intermediate appellate court 
9 Judges 
Janua,ry 1, 191$-December 31, 1975 

------------.~~-----------------------
Beginning FIiCId Dlspoaad End 
pending pending 

Ca~e$: 
Appeals: 

N/A X 443 Criminal .................. 
Civil ...................... N/A X $86 

71 Unspecified cases •••••••• -l1LA 
___ X 

Total appeals ............... N/A 1,078 -000 
Other cases: 

Original proc91KlIn~ ..... 
R_questa to appel ..... 

Total other cases", ....... 

To!.:!1 cee~·., ,.'." ..•. " •..••. WA 1,078 SOO 

Othur ~roceedlngs: 
Ot er 111,111": 

Motions and petltlone .... -l1LA --1.QQg ---1..QQl 
Total other proce&dlngs"".", ~IA 1,002 

Manner of disposition 
Written 'lplnlon........... 829 
Disposed without 

written opinion ........ , 71 

North Carolina Suporlor Court 
Court 0' general Jurisdiction 
30 distrIcts, 56 Judges 
January 1, 1975-lDocember 31, 1975 

1,002 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

-wA 

N/A 

-l1LA 
N/A 

Beginning Flied 
pending I !Ond 

D sposed pending 

Clvlla; 

Total clvllb ...................... 13,517 '""To;919 ---g;m 15,214 

Crtmh~81C: 

Felony Ilf'~" Ii ••••• _,to, I"" X 30,71>2 X X 
Appea:~: 

Misdemeanor trial 
de novo •••••• II'O ....... 

___ X 
22.743 

__ X __ X 

Total criminal."" .............. 16,327 53,505 52,551 17,281 

Grand total •• I ""1' "" '"' ,'."0" 29,844 64,424 61,773 32,495 

Trial" 
Jllry Non-JUlY Total 

Criminal dispositions 

Civil .......... to 667 3,353 4,020 
Criminal........ 3,626 N/A N/A 

Guilty ple~s ••••••••• 26,835 

Tolal ......... 4,293 N/A N/A 
Boldtace headings Indicate the claSlltications used by the NCSP. 
NI A .. This caso type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X .. The data tar this caso type aro known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not avallab,Is by category tor this case typo. 

aclvn aaseo aro counted when the c(lmplalnt or petition Is recorded. 
bAddltianally thero were 25,263 astates tiled, 24,278 disposed, and 42,946 

pending at the end: and 26,349 special proceedlnlls tiled, 23,974 disposed, and 
~3,29:l pending at the and. These matters are handled by the clerk 01 the Superior 
Oo'Jrt, and heneo wore not Included. 

"There was no speclflo detlnltlon for Unit at count In criminal cases; however, It 
wCls probably most often the numller of defendants on each Infarmat!<)rI/lndlctment. 

"Jury tnals are counted when the Jury Is sworn. Non-Jury trials are counted with 
the opening statement or the Introduction of /lny evidence. 

Scurce: AdministratiVe Ottlce of the Courts, Annual Reporl1975 (Raleigh, North 
Carolina: 1976). Statlstlc$ are trom the annual report except that totals have been 
computltd, where necessary, and additional data haVe sometimes been sUppllltd 
d~nng verification by the state court administrAtor. 

EIQldface headlnga Indicate the claSllficatlcns ussd by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough Intormatlon Is known. The case category mayor may 

noi be hangled by the COlJrt. 
NI A - This caae tyP9 Is handled by tho court, but tM data are unavailable. 
X - The data tor thl$ case type are known to be Included In the total. pata were 

not available by category tor this case type. 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward tor Inclusion In Part I iables. 

Source: Letter cQntalnlng stallstlcal data receIved Irom the office at the clerk. 
Court of Appeals of North Carolina, and from 1975 Annual Report of the Judicial 
Dopar/ment, State of Norlh Carolina (Raleigh, North Carolina). Statistics are tram 
these sources except that totals have been computed. where necessary, and 
additional dgta havo sometimes been supplied during verification by the state court 
administrator or the clerk at the appeals court. 

Selected case categories-limited Jurisdiction courts 

North Carolina District Court 
30 districts, 117 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 - Beginning Flied Disposed End 

pending pending 

Domeltlc relations: 

Tolal domestic relations ........ N/A 30,271 N/A N/A 
Juvonlle': 

Dellnquont; to •••••• o ••••••• f. ~ N/A 15,152 16,168 N/A 
Dtipendenl: 

Dependant •• (HO"O._Ho. N/A 2,237 2,525 N/A 
Neglected ................ N/A 2,136 2,665 N/A 

Total dependent ............ N/A 4,373 5,190 N/A 
Children In need 01 

lupanlalon: 
Undisciplined •• , ••••• , •••• N/A 5,275 5,773 N/A 

Total Juvenile .... m ....... "... N/A 24,600 27,131- N/A 
Boldface headings Indfcate the claSSifications used by the NCSP. 
NI A .. This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are Unavailable. 

'Juvenile dispositions are the number of hearings resultfng In the Juvenile being 
retained Qr dismissed. 

Scurce: Administrative Ottlcs of the Courts, Annual Report 1975 (Raleigh North 
Carolina: 1976). Statistics are trom the annual report except that totals have been 
computed, Where necessary, nnd additional data have llOmetimes been supplied 
during Verification by the state court administrator. 



North Dakota court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
5 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate jurisdiction In civil andcrlminel 
matters from District and County Courts with 
Increase.d Jurisdiction. 

DISTRICT COURT (6) 
19)udges 
Jurisdiction: 
• All civil actions. 
• Felony, mlscJemeanor. 
• Exclusive JuvetiHe Jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury Irlals. 

~--------~----------1 
COUNTY COURT WITH iNCREASED 
JURISDICTION 
15 judges 

... Jurisdiction: 
_----t~~ . Civil actions under $1 ,000. Small claims under 

$200 • 
• Misdemeanors, preliminary hearings. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (210) 
Jurisdiction: 
• City ordinance violations. 

No jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeai. 

r----------.--~--.--------~ 
COUNTY PROBATE COURT 
38 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Propate, guardianship, and other 
testam(~ntary matters. 

----- -

, 

COUNTy JUSTiCE COURT 
38 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $200 except 
boundary or tltie disputes. Small 
clelms under $200 • 

• Misdemeanors, preliminary hearings 
Jury trIals. 

-----~-----~------------------------------~--~ 



190 Slate Court Profiles 

Norin uakoia Supreme Court 
Court o. 18St resort 
5 JUBtlees 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 191'6 

Cases: 
Appeala: 

Civil •••• , •••• "'llI, ••••••• It ••• ~.'.~I. I' " ••••••••••••••• to I"" 1.1 
Criminal. I, ••• If •••• Ii ............ ,110' ,.I,I.t'", "~'" to ,.,., o.t". ,. 

Other appeals •••• , 0 ••• to, .,1' ,.1 ••• 1 •••••• ,.,.,' '.t •• , ."1,",,, "II' 
Certified question of law •.•••••• , .1' ,t" 0" •••• , ,. ,"1111"" I' , •• 

Total appealsb, ••••• 11 •••• ' , •• ". t •• tt. to It , ••• 't"f to ., •••••••• , ••••• 

Olher cases: 
Original proceedlngl: 

Habeas corpus ••••••• ,. ".11, ~I It .111' ••• I.' •• t •• I.'" /" ••••• 

Mandamus •• '.01'" 1, •• 11.11,1 ••••• 0_ •••••• ""01"" ••• "'1" I. 
ProhlblUon • • • .. • • • • .. .. ................................ '" .. . 
SUperlnlendlng conlrol ....................................... . 

Disciplinary ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
Certiorari ••••••••••••• 11 ••• 1.' •••••• 1 ••• '.' ••••• 1' •• 1 ••• 1 •• 

Total. I •• , ••• 1 ••••••••••••••• 1.,1 ••••••• tl. f I,. ""r.'II •• ~.i •• 
Requ •• 1110 appedl •• II' ••• I ••• III •••• I.'I.I •••••• , •• ~i.t.,' •••••• 

Total other cases ••••• ,. I'" 1 '0 ••••• 1., ••••••• 1 •• I.t II, •••••••••• , •• _ 

Total cases: ••••••• ,t •.••. ~'I"" "t.,. II •••• t •••••• """'J,'" '1' j ••••• 11 

Othtr proceedlng~.: 
Reh6:1r1ng ... quelta •••• I ••• , ••• Ii. 'f.,'" II ••••••• 01 •• , •• ~ o. 1 ".~. ,,0.0.' 

Other m8Hltr8 •• 111 •• 0" f ••••••• It '" •••• II, •••• ~ ••••••• 1 ;"", •• 1. ,.t.' 

Total othllf proceedings ....................... , .......... , ............. .. 

Manner of dlsposilion 
Written opinion....................... 10So 
Per curiam ................. .......... 1 
Dismissal/withdrawal •••• , •• , •• ".. • • •• 8 
By order ............................. 46 

Boldlace hesllings Indlcato the classifications used by thl'l NOSf'. 
Blank space - Not enough Inlormatlon Is known. The elise category mayor may 

not be handled by tha court. 

«These case tolals are the figures brought forward for liloluslon In Part I tables. 
"Filings In North Dakota are not reported (for slallstlcal PLllposeS) unlll a esse has 

been argued belore the c;ourt; thorofore. figures reporteel are lower than actual 
court Workload. 

<This flgure Includes three opinions disposing 01 petitions 1'(1f rehearing. 
"Ceseflow for appeals does not add up. Numbers are as provided by the Clerk. 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

2 82 82 0 
0 17 17 0 
0 8 8 0 
0 1 1 0 

2b l08b 108b Od 

0 6 6 0 
0 3 3 0 
0 2 2 0 
0 7 7 0 
0 2 2 0 
0 1 1 0 
0 21b 21 0 

0 21~ 21· 0 

2~ 129b 129b Obci 

2 26 24 6 
0 6 ..i. 0 

2 36 32 6 

Disposilion of appeil/s 
Allirmed .................. 56 
Reversed •••••• I. O. t •• ~ ••• 9 
Modified and re-

manded ................ 1 
Dismissed ................ 3 
Alflrmed and re-

manded ................ 8 
Alflrmed In part. 

reversed In part ........ 3 
Reversed and re-

manded ................ 11 
Other ..................... 6 
Certified question 01 

laW ••••••••••••••• , ••••• 
Dismissed no 

opinion ................. 8 

Sourco: North Dakota Judicial Council. JudicIal Council Sla/lst/CIlI Compl/allon 
and Report, January-June 1976, Jun~Decembe'r 1976 (Bismarck. North Daltota). 
Numbers shown are a composite 01 bolh semi-annual reports and unpu~bllshed data 
provided by the clerk of tha court. Age-of-pendlng·case and IIme-lo-¢ase-dleposl· 
tlon data are available. StatisUes are Irom these sources except thaI totnls have 
boon computed. \\here. necessary. and additional dllta have scmatimes been 
supplied during verll/estlon by the stale court admlnlstralor or the clark 01 the 
appeals court. 

.j 

~~,-------------

~-- 1 



North iJakota District Court­
Court of general Jurisdiction 
6 districts, 19 Judges 
January 1, 1975-Decembor 31, 1975 

-
8eglnnln'il Filed 
pending 

Clvllb; 

othor clvll.,.I'I"""""".o, X 
Appell • •••.. ~tl' I "'t t , ..... , I, ~ 

Total ctvll""H'\".HH'Hu"'''H 3,873 

CrImInal": 
Olho~ criminal ...... " ..... ,,' X 
AfJpeal. I ••••••••• to , •••• j ••• ~. -2S 

Tolal criminal." •••• " ••••••••••• 273 

Juv.nllod; 

Tolal Juvenile .................... --224 
Grand tOlal •••••••• ,., , •• , •••••••••• 4,370 

Jury 
Civil ........... "..... 69 
Criminal.... .......... 72 

Total"'."II'I"'" 141 

6,387 
--M 

8,430 

864 
--ill 

1,076 

855 

8,381 

Tria/' 
Non-Jury 

G3!l 
57 

693 

d End 
Dlspl)se pending 

X 
~ 

7,351 

X __ X 

1,063 

--e97 
9,311 

rotal 
705 
129 
634 

X 
-2S 

2,952 

X 
-2S 

286 

-m 
3,420 

Selected case categorlea-... llmlted Jurisdiction courta 

North Dakota County Probate Court· 
381udges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

"robalf: 
Probate ....................... . 
Guardianship ................ .. 
Heirship •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Estate tax "'."'.tlt ... ,~, •• j.,. 

Total pro~ato.j <1.,.,,1 ~"""'" 

Montal health: 

iotal mental health 
hearings "'.jl •• ' •. t" •• ' •••••• 

Beginning Flied 
pending 

6,788 
2,692 

57 
~ 

9,943 

N/A N/A 

d End 
Dispose paneling 

920 N/A 
Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used b>' the NCSP. 
Nt A .. This caso type Is handled by the court, but the dataareunavllilable. 

'Data lor Richland County oro missing tor July-December. 
bChange In pending does not equal dlHerence between IlIIngs and dispositions 

owIng to missing dala. 

Sourco: N9rth Dakota Judlc:lal Council, JudIcIal Councl/ Statist/cal Comt~latlon 
and Roport, January-.}unll 1975, July-Oecembqr 1975 (Bismarck, North Dakota), 
Statistics aro from the annual report llxcept that tolalll ha~e baen computed, where 
necessBI1', I1nd additional data have sometimes been supplied dUring verilication by 
the stato court administrator. 

-

North Dakota 191 

• eoldlace headings Indicate thQ gl~~lIlcations used by the NCSP. 
X - The dala lor this case type are known to be Included In Iho lolal. Data were 

not available by category lor this case typo, 

'Data are taken from clerks 01 courts' soo1lon 01 tho semi-annual reports. 
bClvll casas are counted wtth tho IIlIng 010 complaint or petition. 
dfhc. criminal unit of count Is Ihe case number aSSigned to the Information I 

Indictment. 
dJuvenlle casel! count the number of procaedlngs. 
'Jury 1I11I1t! are countel:i II they are tried to verdict. The atata counts non-jury trials 

II they ar~ contested. 

Source: North uakotil Judicial CoUncil, JudIcIal Council Sial/stlcal Compl/allon 
and Report, January-.}unll, 1975, July-December 1975 (Bbmarck, North Dakota). 
statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed, where 
necessary, snd addilional dala have IlOmeUmes been lIupplltld during vorillcatlon by 
the state court administrator. 

-

~--- "-



192 state Court Profllos 

COURT OF CLAIMS (1) 
Judge slis on temporary assignment. 
Jurisdiction: 

Ohio court ·~ystem, 1975 

SUPREME co: IRT 
?Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
o Flo1al appellate Jurisdiction over all 
lower courts. 

o Constitution questions and questions of 
great 'general or pUblic Interest. 

o Appeals from Board of Tax Appeals and 
Public Utilities Commission. 

COURT OF APPEALS (1) 
38 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
o General appellate review of Judgment 
of lower courts. . 

o Appeals from Board 01 Tax Appeals. 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (88) 
296judgos 
JuriSdiction: 

• Exclusive Jurisdiction In civil actions against the 
state and over claims removed from otner courts to 
Court of Claims. 

o Civil actions over $500. Exclusive domestic 
relations and probate Jurisdiction. 

o Exclusive felony and most serious 
criminal jllrl!ldl~tlon. I JurJ trial except In claim :;:golnst state. I 

o Exclusive juvenile Jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (110) 
170 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
o Civil !lctlons. under $1 0,000; exclusive 01 
forcible entry and detainer. 

o Misdemeanors, municipal ordInance. felony 
preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 

t 

Jury trIals. 

MAYOR'S COURT (767) 
767 judges (mayors) 
JurisdIction: 

COUNTY COURT (59) 
73 Judges 
JurisdIction: 
o Civil actiol1s under $500; exclusive forcible 
entry and detainer; and small claims. 

o Misdemeanor, traffic, felony preliminaries 
Jury trials. 

o MInor crIminal cases, maInly traflrc 
violations. 

+ Indicates rOi.l!e of appeal. 
No jury trials. 



Ohio Supreme Court 
Cctli1 01 laat reaort 
7 Juellees 
January 1, 1975-Decembe~ 31, 1915 

Beglnnrnll 
pc!r,a!f;;i 

Cll8es: 

Filed 

AppeCl11. \,~"~,~_",,,~,,,,.,,,,",\\,,, ~ ~ 
Total appeals ............... N/A 

Olher oases: 
Orlgln.1 proceedlngl .... N/A 

Hnooas corpull .. , .. N/A 
Disciplinary .......... N/A 

Total'f",.",t""tl"~ N/A 
Rlqu .... 10 aprepeal: 

Motlcn for eaVe 
10 appeal ... " ..... N(A 

N/A Motion to certify ..... 
Total •• ,l." ••• I,., •.. ,. ~ 

Totnl other casos .......... 

Totat CBses. ~'I"'.ttt'I"'I"'" 

Ohio Court 0' Appeals 
Intormedlato appellate court 
11 dlvl&lona. 38 Judges 

N/A 
N/A 

293b 

N/A 
N/A 

16 
18b 

378 
634 
~ 

1,030b 

1,323~ 

-

January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning Aled 
J)Ondlng 

Casas: 

-
Disposed End 

pending 

.-M§ ---1I.!.A 
256 N/A 

66 N/A 
23 N/A 
13 N/A 

102 N/A 

340 N/A 
612 N/A 

-lli ~ 
1,054 N/A 
-t,3'10 N/A 

End 
DIsposed pendln" 

Appeall: --l&Qj. ~.-!iJ.4!! 3,622 
Total appeals .•.• ; ..... t ••• , t. 2.901 6,869 6,146 3,622 

Other cases: 
Original pl'Oefl«llllga.",. 
R.qua" to 8ppe~1 ..... . 

Total other cases.. • ... ". 

Total cases·. t ••••••••• tit ••••••• 2.901 6.869 6.148 3.622 

Boldface headings Indicate tho classltlcationR used by the NCSP. 
Blank space .. Not enough Information Is ~nown. Tho case category mayor may 

not be handled by tho court. 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 

Source: OHlclI 01 the Administrative Olroctor, OhIo Court Summary 1975 
(Columbus, Ohio). Statlstlce Bre from tho annuai report except that totals have been • 
computed, wholo necessary, and additional data have 8onTl\tlmes been supplied 
during verllicetion by the state aourt administrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 

Ohio 193 

Boldface headlnQ~ Indlcale the classifications US80 by the NCSP. 
NI A • Thill case type III handled by the court, but Ihe data are unavailable. 

"1'hese case totals are the flgure~ bro..,ght forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
bAPpeII. flied Includes an unknown number of original proceedings flied which 

are not Included In the Q!lglnll proceodlnge flied category. 

Source: Office of the Admlnlstrallve Director, ohIo COurts SummRty 1975 
(Columbus, Ohio). 5tlll1811ce are from Ihe summary except Ihat totals have boen 
computed, where necessary, and additional data have Rometlmoo been supplied 
during verification by t~,$ state court admll~strator cr the clerk 01 the apPl'als court. 

~-~~ -~ - -----~-~ -~ -~~---.~ 

1 
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1i'4 State Cou~ Profiles 

Ohio Court of Comrnon Pleas 
Court of general JurIsdIction 
88 countl~s, 296 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

=p 

Civil': 
Oncl ••• llled lort: 

Personal Injury j II"'" '.0 ", '<I'I~' .1" '1.,1 t '1111'I,i. "011'1 •• I'" 

Wrongful death fO." ,. 11'111' .,. '11"""'1' ,1'11 I"'t ••• 1 •• '" .t •. , 
Total •• ,I.ll.II, ••• I ••• , ••••••••• ,., •• , ••••••••••• II •• 1 ••• ,1,1111 •• , •• 11 

Dome.llc ~Iallon.: 
Domestic t~18t1on8 I It 0.,0, 'l,j~"IIII'! .'0""1'0"11" •• , •••• , ••• to I 

Adoptions. t~ I"~ '1,,0, •• ; I ••• , ••• ," •••••••• , (" •• 1'1.'1' ••• 0"1' •••• 
Birth records. to 0""1' •• '1, •• If'.I' •••• ,.11111 •• ,"II, II •••• '.'.0.0 •• 
Name change I i '" It' 0.0. I 'I, j .1 •• I •••• \ •• ""'1' 0" ".1" ••••••••••• 

Total ••• , ••• , •••••••• ,.,., ••••••••••••• I, ••••••• , •••• 1' •• I"t •••••• , •••• 

Problllo: ' 
Decedents' estates ••••• """ I •• ,1,0 II to"""", •••• '.' ••• , ••• , ,t .•• 
Guardianship and leslamenlary trusts ... " ...... " ............... .. 
Probate civil actions 11", •• ; I' •• , •• 11' .1 •••••••• ",'11' •••••• , •• , ••• 
Minor's settloment •• ,. I. '~\"II.II.I'I' .0,110 , •••••• II •••• , ••••••••• 

Total."".,.,_I~t,.,., •••••. , ........ ,', ••••••••••••••••• 1 •••••• 11 •••• ' •• 

Menial health: 
Menial illneSs and relardatlon .. " .. """ .. " ... "" ......... ,, ... . 

Mmlililirallve: 
Workmen's componsation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••• ,' 
Appropriations., •• ", ,. , •••••••••• , ••••••• , •••• ,. , ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••• , •• ,I •••••••••• , •••••••••••••• , ••••• , ••• ,., ••••••••••••• , ••• 

Other civil: 
All other, •• , ••• , ••• 1' •••••••••••• " ••••• '0' I' •• I., •••• ~ ••••• _ •••••••• 

Tolal civil.: ............................................................... . 

Crlmlnald: 
Felony: 

Crlmlnal ••••• , ••••••••• l •••••••••• ", ••• , •••••• , •••••••••• ' ••• 1 •••••• 

Total criminal ......................... , ................................... . 

Juvenile: 

Tolal Juvenile ............................................................. . 

Gr6nd lolal ••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• , ••••••• , •••••••• 

Trial' 
Jury Non-Jury 

Civil'........... 1,710 10,894 
Criminal ....... 2,35fJ 2,832 

Total........ 4,058 13,726 

Boldface headings Indicate Ihe classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A - This case type Is handled by the court, bul the data are unavailable. 

'A civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

To/al 

12,604 
&,190 

17,794 

-All civil categorleD did nol repert pendlnll, Only Ihose reperted are InclUded In 
Ihe tolal, 

<Change In pending does not equal the difference between /IIIngs and 
dispositions. Numbers are as reported In annual report. 

dfhe criminal unit of counl Is Ihe number 0/ de/endanls on each Informa­
tion/Indictment. 

'A Jury Irlalls counted when the Jury Is sworn: a non-Jury trial when Ihe IIrsl 
wllness Is sworn. , 

'Does nollnclude Irlals lor probata or domesllc relallona cases. 

Beginning 
pending Flied 

22~~1 19,107 
670 

22,127- 19,777 

34,991 82,638 
N/A 7,692 
N/A 3.609 
N/A 2,760 

34,991- 97,119 

56,420 05,548 
22,549 8,164 

4,373 6.553 
N/A 1,506 

83,342b 81,771 

N/A 6,696 

1,135 869 
851 959 

1,986 1,828 

29,723 . 42,631 

172,169- 249,822 

6.099 31Mi 

6,099 31,554 

21.322 194,288 

199,590- 475,664 

CrimInal dlsposl/lons 

Dismissed .............. .. 
Nolle prosse ........... .. 
Transfer ................. . 

Disposed 

18,418 
731 

19,149 

88,647 
7,349 
3,741 
2,761 

102,498 

64,692 
6,263 
6,499 
1,510 

78,964 

7,055 

903 
1,062 
1,965 

40,536 

250,167 

31,230 

31,230 

196,503 

477,900 

401 
3.879 
1,198 

End 
pending 

22~)~ 
22,816-

29,182 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

29,162-

64,741" 
22,409" 

3,707" 
N/A 

80,85700 

N/A 

1,101 
748 

1,849 

31,818 

166,522-

6,423 

6,423 

19.107 

192,052-

Source: Office 0/ tho Admlnlslratlve Director, Ohio Courts Summary 1975 
(Columbus, Ohio). statistics are from Ihe annual report excepl that lotals have been 
computed. where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been supplied 
during verification by the slale court admlnlslrator. 

-
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Oklahoma court systs'm, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
9 Justi.oes 
Jurisdiction: 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
3 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

• Appellate Jurisdiction over all 
civil cases. 

• Exclusive appellate Jurisdiction 
In criminal cases. 

COURT OF APPEALS 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Disposes of appeals assigned 

to It by the Supreme Court 

STArE INDUSTRIAL COURT 
5 judges 

DISTRICT COURTS (24) 
186 judges 

':'urlsdlctlon: . 
. Compensation claims In Industrial 

accident cases. 

COURT OF BANK REVIEW 
3 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
• Hears all protests against allegedly 

Illegal levies. 

Jurisdiction: 

relations . 
• Felonies, misdemeanors. 
~ Juvenile. 
Appeals are de novo. 
JurY trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURTS NOT 
OF RECORD (167) 
Jurisdiction: 
• City ordinance violations with flnll 

less than $300 and sentence less 
than 90 days. 

JurY trials If possible fine greater 
. than $35 or Imprisonment. 

t Indicate!> route of appeal. 

t--.' •. Crlmlnal ___ ........ 

" 

COURT OF TAX REVIEW 
3 district judges serve 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appeals from final orders by 

Banking Department Commission 
or by Banking Board, 

MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURTS (2) 
2 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• City ordinance violations with fine 

less than $300 and sentence less 
than 90 days. 

JurYs trials If possible fine greater than $50. 



196 State Court Profiles 

Oklahoma Supreme Court 
Court of last resortb 

9 JUBilees 
January 1, 1975-Deeember 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending 

Caees: 
Appeal,: 

Civil .......................... __ X_ 

Total appeals ................... X 

Olner caees: 
Orlglnftl proceedings •••••••• X 
RaqfJ"1I to appeal: 

Certiorari ................. __ X_ 

Total other cases ....... ; ...... X 

Total cases· ........................ 963'" 

Flied' Disposed End 
pending 

~ -.ill....- __ X_ 

654bc 467bc X 

163 135 X 
__ X_ 175 -1§L 

338 304 X 

992" 771" 1.18?'" 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this case type. 

Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals 
Court of last resortb 

3 Judges 
January 1, 1975-Deeember 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending Flied 

Cases: 
ApJl'lale: 

Criminal .................. X 379 
Post conviction .......... ___ X 139 

Total appeals ............... X 518b 

Other cases: 
Original proceodln~ ..... X 296 
Raquo.1I 10 oppea ..... --X Total other casss .......... 296 

Total CBses· ••• , ••••• , •••••••••• 220 814 

-, 
Manner of disposition 

Written opinion .......... 295 
By order ................ 495 

Oklahoma Court of Appeals 
Intermediate appellate courtb 

6 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending" 

COS03: 
Appeal.: 

ClvU ••••••• '1 •• 11 ••••• ' ••••••• ~ 
Total appeals .. " ............... 129bc 

Other cases: 
Original proctIiIdln~ •• , •••• ,. NH 
Raquo.1I to appa8 ......... -'ili.-

Total other casas .............. NH 

Total cases· II t II "", •••••• to. t •• ~. 129bc 

Flied 

327 
327b 

NH 
-'ili.-

NH 

327b 

Disposed 

328 
--lli-

468b 

322 

322 
790 

Disposed 

...ML-
364b 

NH 
-'ili.-

NH 

364b 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications Used by the NCSP. 
NH • this C8S8 type Is nol handled In this court. 

End 
pending 

X 
_X _ 

X 

X 

X 
244 

End 
pending" 

~ 
92bc 

NH 
NH 

--r:iii 
92bc 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward for InClusion In Part I tables. 
"Supreme Court Is court of last resort for civil cases. 
<All civil appeals are originally filed In the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court then 

assigns some of these cases to the Court of Appeals for disposition. Therefore. 
cases aSSigned. disposed. and pending In the Court of Appeals have been deducted 
from the Supreme Court's appeals category and utilized as caselosd figures for the 
Court of Appeals. 

dCa_ellow does not add up after cases handled by the Court of Appeals have 
been subtracted. Figures are as verified by the state. 

Source: Administrative Director 01 the Courts. Report on the Judiciary 1975 
(Oklahoma City. Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed. where necessary. alld additional data have sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the state court administrator or the clerk of the 
apPft.Rls court. 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used b'llhe NCSP. 
Blank space = Not enough Information Is known. Tf is case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
X .. The data for this caS') type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this case type. 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part 1 lables. 
"The Court of Criminal Appeals has exclusive appellate Jurlsd::tlon In criminal 

cases. It Is the court of last resort for criminal oases. 

Source: Administrative Director of the Courts. Report on the Judiciary 1975 
(Oklehoma City. Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed, where necessary. and additional data have sometimes been 
supplied during verification by tho state court administrator or the clerk of the 
appeals court. 

"These case tolals are the' ~gures brought forward for Inclusion In Part 1 lables. 
bOsses are assigned to the Court of Appeals by the Supreme Court. The Court of 

Appeals hears only civil cases assigned to H and has no original JurlsdlctlQn. 
<Pending cases were computed based on the assumption that there were no 

pending cases In the Court of Appeals prior to 1971 when the court was officially 
originated. 

Source: Admlnlstratlvo Director of the Courts. Report on the Judlolary 1975 
(Oklahoma City. Oklahoma). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed. where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the state court administrator or the clerk of the 
appeals court. -



Oklahoma District Court" 
Court ot general Jurisdiction 
24 districts, 186 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Clvllb: 
AulO tort •• , ................ " .................................... , ••••• 
Non.lluto lort ............ , .. , ......................................... .. 
Conlraclual ........................................................... .. 
Small clelms: 

PosseSSion of pe(sonal property ................................ .. 
Possession of real property ........... , ...... , ... , .............. .. 
Small claims, ................... , ............... , .................. . 

Tota' .....•....•.. ~ •......•....••.........• ; ••..•...• ~; ....••....••...• 
Property rlghla: 

Lien or mortgage foreclosure .. , ........... '" .................... . 
Real property ........ , .... , ................. " •• , ....... ".,. , ... .. 

Tala!. ••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••• 
Dome.llc relallons: 

OlvorQB •• , •••• It •• II t't," ••••••.•••••••• "I.' •••• II •••••• II •••••••• 
Separate maintenance ••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• , ••••• ,' 
Annulment" ••• , ••• , ............................................... . 
Reciprocal eupport-ln ••••••••••••• , •• " •• , •••••••• , •••••••••••••• 
Reciprocal S\lpport--out ••• ~.tt( ... I.I. •••• <-10' ,,," q"'" ••• 0 ••••••• 

Bastardy II II .t •••• ,. II" •••• , •••• 0 ••• 0""'0' , •• '.' •• ,0 ••• ; •• It '1 •• 

AdoptiOn to,." It ,., '1'" ••• II "'" '" ,.,., II •• j "I •••• "'t •• ,., •• ,1. 

Total •• t1 •• II ••••••• ,I ••••••••••••• II.I ••••• , •• II •••••••• 1 ••••••••••• '1 

Probate: ' 
Adn1~lstra!l¢n of estates and probate proper ...... " .... " .... ". 
DetermlMtion of death of Joint or life tenant .... " ... " ........ .. 
GuardlanDhlp and conservatorship ............ " ... "" ... " ..... .. 
Other probate"., ............................. , ............... 1 .. .. 

Total •••• , ••• , ........................ , •..••.••••• ; •••••••••.•• ,~" ••• , •• 
Montat hoelll! .... "" .................... " .............. " ........... . 
Admlntatratlvo: 

Appeals from administrative tribunals •• " •••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 
Other Civil ... " .. "" .................. "" ...... "" ............ " .. .. 
Extraordinary wrlle: 

Injunction, quo Warranto, mandamus, habeas corpUs" ......... " 

Total civil .... , ''', ... "." ... ,." ...... " •• ,. ,,, ••• ,., •••• , ........ ,, ... .. 

Criminal,,: 
Felony: 

Crime agalnst person ,I" If It.' I. f I •• ,. "'f" •• 0 •• 1' •••••••••• ' ••• , 

Crime against property ...................................... " " .. 
other fe!onY'~~""'~''''~'~~l'''''''''~''''''''' •••.•••• ~. I ••••• '.,. "'1 

Total •••••••• ,., ••• , •••.••••••••• , ••••••••••••• , .••.• ,., ••••• ' .•••• ,.,. 
Mlldemelnor: 

OW) •••••••• ~; •••••••••••••••• j •••• , ••• , •••••••••••• jl ...... , •••••••• 

Other rnlsdemean()r •• , •• t' ~.,lo'II" '1 •••••••• 0 •• I ••••• i ••••••••••• , 

Total ...................... , ... , ................................ , .... .. 
Traffic •• 1 ••• ' ••• ; ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• , •••••• , ••••••••••••• , 

Appeals •••• , •• , ••••••••••••••••••••• ,. , •••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 
extraordinary wrlta: 

Felony post-convloton appeals ................................... . 

Total crlmlnal· •• , ••••••••••• , ••••••••••••• , •• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,. 

Juvonlle: 
Delinquency ••••••••••••••• , ••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• ,. 
Dependoncv and n89looto ....... , ................... , ............... .. 
Children In nClOd of suporvlalon ...................... "" .......... .. 

Total!uvenlle' ........ , ....... , ................................. , ......... . 

Grand total·, •••.••••••.••• , •••••••••••.•••••••••• _ ••.•••••••.•• , •• / •••. ", •• 

Trial or contes". 

Beginning 
pending 

3,575 
1,912 

14,545 

919 
977 

43,121 
45,017 

2,530 
2,360 
4,890 

13.076 
465 
104 

"m 
164 
677 

16,195 

11,598 
761 

2,716 
125 

15,192 
613 

469 
5,949 

896 

109,255 

2,647 
7.242 
4,370 

14,628d 

4,361 
13,013 
17,374 
36,706 

425 

N/A 

69,133'. 

663 
455 
729 

2,047' 

160,435 
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Flied Disposed End 
pending 

4,::;29 
2,922 

16,683 

3,448 4,456 
2.274 2,560 

13,582 19.646 

2,154 
:l,711 

57,339 
63.204 

1,755 1,316 
2,824 1,854 

46,716 53,744 
51,295 56.926 

4,041 
4,086 
6,127 

3,637 2,934 
3,8Bl 2,565 
7.516 5,499 

30,930 
519 

27,670 
446 

16,336 
558 

324 
1,326 

851 

306 122 
974 1,313 
652 667 

129 73 220 
2,626 

36,105 
2,454 849 

32,576 20,325 

6,579 
3,170 
1,539 

:l25 

8,260 11,917 
3,355 5ell 
1,264 2,993 

320 130 
13,613 
2,897 

13,199 15,606 
2,712 798 

552 544 477 
5,562 4,704 6,807 

1,259 985 1,172 

157,853 132,636 134,272 

4,261 
9,790 
6,366 

20,439 

3,667 2,842 
6,167 6,843 
5.384 5,316 

17,418 17,649d 

9,270 
35,835 
45,105 

140,896 
738 

9,011 4,620 
34,206 14,542 
43,217 19,262 

137,018 40,584 
397 766 

434 320 NIA 
207,612 198.370 76.261· 

4,106 
1.910 
2,295 

3,321 1,646 
1,667 696 
1,BB5 1,139 

8,311 6,873 3,465 

373,776 336.079 216,018 

Civil " ................. " ..... 24,372 
Criminal ...................... 18,458 
Ju~enlle ............... " .. • .. 3,565 

Total ....................... 46,395 

Boldlace headings Indicate the classlflcations used by the NCSP. 
NI A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

'No activity was reported In 1975 for the Court ot Bank Review or the Court 01 Tax 
Review. The casoload of both these COUrts Is handled by dlstrlot court Judges. 

bA civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 
<The Unit of count for criminal cases Ie the number of Informatlansllndlctments. 
"Felony pending data are not available for pandlng by category In Muskogee 

County, but total felony pending data far Muskogee County are Included In the total 
felonies pending. 

-ooes not Inolude pending figures for telony post-conviction appeals. This 
category Is Included In filings and dispositions totars. 

'Beginning pending data are not available fpr Oklahoma, Tulsa, or Muskogee 
counties. 

ODatl! are not available In OKlahoma County lor juvenile dependency. 
hA trtal or contest Is COUnted when It Is tried to completion. 

Sourca: AdministratIVe Director of the COurts, Report on fhl! JudIciary 1975 
(Oklahoma City, OklahOma). Sto.tl$tlcs are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed, where nocessary, and additional data haVe eometlmas be~n 
Dupplled during verification by the state court administrator. 

--- - - ---------~--_____ .....J 



198 Stale Court Profiles 

TAX COURT 
1 Judge 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appeals fronl county boards of 

equalization and Oregon 
Department of Revenue. 

JUSTICE COURT (47) 
47Judg~s 

Jurlsdlclon: 
• Civil actions under $1,000, small 

claims. 
• Misdemeanors, traffic. 
Jury trials. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

Oregon court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Certiorari review of Court of Appeals decisions. ~_ .... ---""""I 
• Direct appeals from Circuit Courts on certain 

civil cases. 

- j ~ -
COURT OF APPEALS 
6 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive appellate Jurisdiction over criminal, 

constitutionality of city charter or ordinance, probate, 
Juvenile, gUardianship, domestic relations from 
Circuit Court. 

• Appeals from administrative agencies. 

CIRCUIT COURT (20) 
66.5 judges 
Jurli3dlctlon: 
• General Jurisdiction over civil not 

granted exclusively to another 
court. Probate. 

· General Jurisdiction over criminal 
not granted exclusively to another 
court. 

• Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury: trials. 

DISTRICT COURT (23) 
46 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $3,000, small 

claims. 
• Misdemeanors (fine less than 

$3,000, sentence less than 1 year), 
traffic, felony preliminaries. 

Appeals'de novo. 
Slx'man jury trial. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (170) 
171 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive JUrisdiction over 

muniCipal ordinances. Traffic. 
Jury trials. 

Certl1.in 
civil cases. 

t 
COUNTY COURT (9) 
10 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive probate In 6 counties. 
• Exclusive Juvenile In 7 counties. 



Oregon Supreme Court 
Court of Isst resort 
7 Justices 
JanusI'!! 1, 1975-Decemoor 31, 1975 

Beginning Filed Disposed End 
pending pending 

Ce.ses: 
Appeals: --Z.§Q 472b ~ ~ --;jW Total appeals ............... 250 424 298 

Other C!lse~: 
OrIgInal proceedln~ ••••• X X X X 
RequBlta 10 appea : 

Civil .................. X 79 X X 
Criminal •••••••••••••• X HI5 X X 
Other ................ X 57 X X 

Tolal ................... ---1§ 301 282 ~ -"301 '2ii2 Total other cases .......... 18 37 

Total cases" .................... 268 773 708 335 

other proceedings: 
1 Roh •• rlng req\lOlta •••••••••• ___ 0 __ 4_3 _ 

~ 
Total other proceedlngo •••••••• 0 43 42 --1 

Manner of disposition Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed.. .. ..... .. .. .. .... 143 
Reversed.. .. .. .. • .. .. .. • .. 78 

Written opinion............ 273 
DlsmlllSal/wlthdrawal .. .... 151 

Modified .. • .... .. .. • .. ..... 33 
Dismissed ................. 155 
Other...................... 15 

Oregon Court 01 Appeals 
Intermediate appellate court 
e Judgea 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Cases: 
Appeall: 

Civil ........... , ................................................... . 
Criminal ••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
other appeals: 

Workmen's compensation .................................... . 
Administrative agency revJew •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Parole board revJew .......................................... . 
Post conviction and habeas corpus 
Corrections disciplinary 

review .•. ,.tt •••••••••••••••••• t •• ,." ••••••• " ••• j •••••• , ••• 

Total appeals ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other cases: 
Original proceedlngl .............................................. . 
RaquOlta to appeal .............................................. .. 

Total other cases .................................................. .. 

Total cases" •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••• 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion................. 506 
Per curiam..................... 282 
Memorandum................... 46 
DlsmlllSallwlthdrawBI .. .. .. .. .. • 421 
Other........................... 44 

Boldface headings Indicate the classillcations used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
X - The data for this CBse type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category tor thfli case type. 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 

Oregon 199 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications usad by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data wero 

not available by category lor this case type. 

"These coso totals are the figures brought forward lor Inclusion In Pari 1 tables. 
bAppeals Illed Include 37 original proceeding •• 13 Tax Court appeals. 7 bar 

proceedings. and 23 Court 01 Appeals reviews allowed. Hence. original pt'oceod. 
Ings and 80me requelta 10 appeal are contained within the appelll, oategory. 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator. 22nd Annual Report 1976(Salem, 
Oregon). Source of cases and tlme-to-dlsposltlon data are available. Statistics are 
from the annual report except that totals have been computed. where necessary. 
and additional data have sometimes been supplied during verification by the state 
court administrator or the clark of the appeals court. 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pendlnll pending 

X 322 X X 
X 704 X X 

X 65 X X 
X 145 X X 
X 53 X X 
X 56 X X 

X 194 X X 
429 1,539 1,299 669 

429 1.539 1.299 669 

DIsposition of appeals 
Affirmed .................. 625 
Reversed.. ............... 114 
Modilled.................. 56 
Dismissed ................ 421 

Sourca: Office olthe state Court Administrator. 22nd Annual Report 1976 (Salem. 
Oregon). Source of cases and time to disposition of casss data are available. 
Statistics are Irom the annual report except that totals have been computed, where 
necessary, and additional data have someUml!ll beon supplied during verillcation by 
the staie court administrator or tho clerk of the appeals court. 
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Oregon Circuit Court 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
20 circuits, 66.5 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

I.4W' •• f. " •• ' •• ' •••••• i;." 0, """"'1 i. to; ••••••• '.1" ~'I •• " •• ,., •••• 
EquIty",,, •• ,,,.,,, •••••.•••• ,, ••••• ,, ............... " •••••• " ....... . 
Dometllo relatlona: 

Dissolution" ................... " ................................ " 
Probate: 

Estates, 't'O'O""'; ••••••• ;.,., •••• It •••••••• to. II' ""1" " ••• _,I' 
Guardianship and conservatorship ........................ "" .... . 

Tota' ...•.. tl' ••• I •• t ••••• , •••••••••• ~ ••••••• , ••••••••••••• , •••••••••• , 

Total civile •••••••••••••••••••• , •• ! , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal": 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
X 

X 

7,106b 

8,204 
15.310b 

39.671 0 

Flied 

.. 
15,102 
5,437 

20;153 

4,589 
1,551 
6.140 

46,832 

Dls;Josed 

13,675 
5,172 

20,260 

5,055" 
1,728 
6,783b 

45,890 

End 
pending 

x 
X 

X 

6,499 
8,027 

14,526 

40,472" 

Felony: 
Criminal ... " ••••• , ......... " ••• " ....... " ........ " .......... " •• 

Total crimInal",",), ,I'j ••. 1., ••••• t •• ,1, •••• '0 ••••••••• , •••• , i ,1"" ,.1 It 

____ 4,019· 

4,019· 

14,360 

14,360 

14,383 3.996 

14,383 3,996 

11,305 N/A 

11,305 N/A 

Grand total' ,"0""", I" 0 ••• 'I •••• 00. " ••••••••••• > ••• "0 " ••••••••• t ••• t t. 43,690 72,497 60,273 

Civil· ............ .. 
Criminal .......... . 

Total •.•. " .... . 

Jury 
1.064 
1,113 
2,177 

Boldface headings Indicate the classltlcatlons used by the NCsp. 
N/A - ThiS case type Is handled by the court, but the data lire unavailable. 
X .. The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by categ(lry for this case type. 

<CMI cases are counted with the filing 01 a petition or<:omplalnt. 
bDlsposltions and beginning pending for estates Included cases handled by the 

county court. The filings and end pending for the county court are presented In the 
limited Jurisdiction chart • 

.pending for law, equity, and dome,l/c relal/ol1' are Included In total civil. 
"The criminal unit of count Is the case number assigned at the arraignment. 
·Seglnnlng rending computed from Illings, dispositions, and end pending. 
'Grand toto does not Include dispositions or pending fur Juvenile petitions. Filings 

Include Juvenile petitions. . 
'Jury trials are counted when the Jury Is sworn; non·Jury trials when the first 

witness Is sworn. 
"Does not Include trials In probate matters. 

TrlBP 
Non-Jury 

3,607 
726 

4,333 

Tolal 
4,671 
1,839 
6,510 

Source: Office of the State Court Administrator, 22ncJ Annual Rff',.KJrt 1S75(Saiem. 
Oregon). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been 
computed, where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been s1Jpplled 
during verification by the state court administrator. 



Oregon Tax Court· 
1 Judge 
January 1, 1975-Dec:ember ~1, 1975 

OMI: 
Admlnlulrallve: 

Regular division •••• , ••••• 
Small claims division ... .. 

T6Ial ....................... . 
Total civil ...................... . 

Beginning 
pending Flied I End o sposed pending 

62 64 85 61 
34 148 60 122 

~~--ill~ 
96 232 145 163 

Grand total........................ 96 232 145 163 

Boldface headings Indicate the classilications used by the NCSP. 

-Data from this court are Included In the general Jurisdiction charts since ORS 
305.405 destgnates the Tax Court as one of goneral Jurisdiction within the 
substantive areas defined by ORS 305.410. 

Source: OWce of the State Court Administrator, 22nd Annual Report 1975(Salem. 
Oragon). StatistiCS are Irom the annual report except that totals have boen 
computed, where necessary, and additional data have sometimes boen supplied 
during ver flcation by the state court administrator. 

Selected case categories-limited Jurlodlcton COi.lrts 

Oregon County Court 
9 counties, 10 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

P,,,balO: 
E8tates· ••• ~" .• I •••• , 00 '.0" II.' •••••••••••• , ••••••••• , "'10" , ••••••• 0" 
Guardianship and conservatorship ................................... .. 

Total probateb .......................................................... .. 

Juvenllo: 
JuVl'nile petitions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total Juvenile ............................................................ . 

Boldface l10adlngs Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
NI A - TIlls cas~ type Is handled by the court,but the data are unavailable. 

-Estate cases penellng at the beginning of the year and disposed are InclUded In 
the Circuit Court ligures. 

blncludes only guardianship and conservatorship cases lor beginning of the year 
pending and dispositions. Also Includes estates lor filings and end of year pending. 

Oregon 201 

Beginning Filed Disposed End 
pending pending 

1~ 117 ~ 258 
28 157 

162" 145 33b 415 

N/A 2~ N/A N/~ , 

N/A 263 N/A N/A 

Sourca: Office of the State C.ourt Administrator. 22nd Annual Report 1975(Salem, 
OragQn). StatistiCS are from the annual report except that totals have been 
computed, where necessary, and additional datil have sometimes been supplied 
during verilication by the atate court administrator. 



202 Slate Court Profiles 

Pennsylvania court system, 1975 
SUPREME COURT 
7 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Hears direct appeals In felonious homicide, right to public 

oWce, Probate or Orphans Court matters, contempt cases, 
and questions of constitutionality of a slatute. Other 
appeals are discretionary. . 

• May assume plenary JUrisdiction over any matter In any court 
If It Is an Issue of Immediate public Interest. 

COMMONWEALTH COURT 
7 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original Jurisdiction In civil actions 

Involving the commonwealth or any of 
Its officers. 

• Appeals from administrative agencies, 
local government, emlroant domain, and 
non·proflt corporation matters. 

& 

f 
Constitutionality of statute. 
Felonious homicide. 
Right to public office. 
Contempt, probate. 

SUPERIOR COURT 
7 Judges 
JUrisdiction: 
• Exclusive appellate jurisdiction over 

Court of Common Peas except those 
directly appealable to Supreme Court 
or Commonwealth Court. 

• Non·governmenlal equity appeals. 

t ..... ________ -11..0 _____ '''_ 

Non·proflt corporations. 
Government. 
Eminent dOialn. ... --..... 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS (59) 
285 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original Jurisdiction In all civil matters. Orphans 

Court Division handles probate. 
• Original Jurisdiction In all criminal matters. 
• Exclusive Jurisdiction In Juvenile. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury Irlals. 

PHILADELPHIA MUNICIPAL 
COURT 
22 Judges 

DISTRICT JUSTICE COURTS 
562 Justices of the peace 
Jurisdiction: 

Jurisdiction: • Civil matters under $2,000. 
• Offenses with sentence up to 90 days • 

Preliminary hearings In most criminal. 
Some molar vehicle cases • 

• Landlord and tenant, assumpsit and 
trespass claims under $1,000. 

• Criminal offenses with less than 5·year 
sentence. Motor vehicle laws. 
Preliminary hearings except for 
homicide and rape. 

No Jury trial. 

~------.~,----,., 

No jury trials. 

~ ........... n~~a. ........ ~ .. ~ .......................... ~ , . . 
PHILADELPHIA TRAFFIC 
COURT 
PITTSBURGH TRAFFIC 
COURT 
6 Judges (Philadelphia) 
Magistrates serve (Pittsburgh) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive JUrisdiction of all 

summary offenses under the motor 
vehicle laws. 

No Jury trials. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

~-------,~--------~ 
PITTSBURGH HOUSING 
COURT 
Magistrates serve 
Jurisdiction: 
• Matters relating to the health. 

safety, or welfare 01 any place 
of human habitation. 

No Jury trials. 

CITY COURT OF 
PITTSBURGH 
6 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Misdemeanors and municipal 

ordinances (fine less than $500 
or sentence less thar, 90 days). 
Felony preliminaries. , 

No Jury trials. 



PonnS'ylvanla Supreme Court 
Court of latil resort 
7 Justices 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 -
Ca$e8: 

ApPOlts: 
Total appeals •• """. ~. ,."" "Ilt I"; "'1 Ii' 11'111'1.' ••• ' O'O'f" .jl 

Other cases: 
Original procoedlnga,., .• ,'1 '"I' "'1111' i.; ••••• J .111 1 ••• ,.110"1,. 

Roque.ts 10 appeal: 
Petitions for allocatur. 0.,., ,. t 'II",.,. '11'" I. j 11"111 .1111" 

Total other cases. i"" ~II.I' ",,011,. 1,,1, •• , •• '·'11"'" 111"111 to' 0' 

rotal C8S08' to '1"""" t. ,I",. 1,11'11" ~"'II'"" "",.'1. II •• 0111"1' " 

Other proceedings: 
OI.II.r malte ... : 

#I Miscellaneous petitions; to. ,I'll' '11,'t" •• , '.,1,.1 •••••••• 11 •• 1 •• 1 

Total other proceeding, ••• ,.",. " •••••• , ••• , •• , •••• , •••••• , ••••••••••••• 

Manner 01 disposition 

Beginning 
pending 

N/A 
NtA 

N/A 
N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

Pennsylvania 203 

!"lIed Dlsposod End 
pending 

§28 t:!ll! t:!ll! 
828 N/A N/A 

8ee NIl! Nll! 
Bee N/A NtA 

1,896 WA N/A 

1,400 N/A NlA 
1,400 N/A NtA 

Written opinion .............. 561 

Boldface hoadlngslndlcate the claSSifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough Informallon Is known. The ease category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
NI A - This caso type Is handled by the Crlurt, but the data are unaVailable. 

-These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 

Pennsylvania Superior Court 
intermediate appellate court 
7 JUdges 
January 1, 1975-0ecembet 31, 1975 

~I----------------------~--------------------
CO&08: 

Appee": 
Total appeals .............. . 

Other cases: 
Original proceeding ••••• 
Reque.ts 10 appeal ... .. 

Toml other cases ........ .. 

Other ploCeedl,\gs; 
Oth.r me~: 

Miscellaneous petitions .. 
Total othllr jlroceedlngs .. " .... 

Beginning' 
pending Flied End 

DISP090d pending 

--1liA 2,996 -1!lA ---1:lLA 
N/A 2,996 N/A NtA 

N/A 2,996 N/A N/A 

Manner of dlsposlf/oll 
Written opinIon ............. 1.346 

Boldface headings Indicate Ihe classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank $pace .. Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by Ihe court. 
NI A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part Itablos. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1915 Annual Report 
(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been computed, where necessarY. and additional data have sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the state court administrator or tho clerk of the 
appeals court. 

$ourco: Admlnlslrallve Office of Ih& Pennsylvania Courts, 1975 Annual Report 
(Philadelphia. Pennsylvania). statistics are from the annual report except Ihal totals 
have been computed, where noqessary, and ~ddltlonal data have sometimes been 
supplied during verlflcatlon by Ihe stete court administrator or the clerk of tho 
appesls court. 

Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court 
Intermediate appellate court 
7 ludges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending flied End 

Disposed pending 

Casos: 
Appeal.: 

Total appeals .............. . 

Othor cases: 
OrigInal proeoadlng ... .. 
Request. 10 eppe,l .... . 

Total other coses ......... . 

Total OQses,b N/A 2,027 1,257 N/A 

Manner of disposition 
Written oplnlon., ............. 821 
Wlthdmwal, . cilscon-

tinued, ~md b'J 
order 01 court............. 436 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough Information Is known, The case category mayor may 

not be handled by tho court. 
Nt A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the dal.a are unavailable. 

lOThese case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
/>Court handles only cases Involving officials or offices of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvanl~. 

Sourca: AdINnlstrative Office of the Pennsylvania Courts, 1975 Annulil Hepart 
(Philadelphia, P~~nayfvanla). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals 
have been comp",,-ed, where necessarY, and additional data hflve sometimes be"n 
supplied during verification Ily the stato court administrator or the clerk of the 
appeals court. 

,-
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Ponn.lsylvanlp Courts of Common Pleas and Philadelphia Municipal Court 
Court of gsneral Jurisdiction 
59 courts, 285 Judges; 1 court, 22 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Civil'; 
Dom .. Uc rei all one: 

Domestic relations 0" I ~I'"'; ""'110 ,.,. til ~ •• " ••• """"' ,"1,1," "' 

Dlvorce""111 tl"~" II' ." •• f.,I' Ilo't. i'l, "" 1IIIIIII,.,.'t •• I I •• 

Custody '1,,1111'0"1' ••• 110., I I' ","lflt..111 ,1.1,,0.1"'.0,1 ~I"'" 
Adoption l. '1111.111.0,,11 11111111,11 I' •• II'".I'"I'"'~I' It'"l III', II 

Totallll •• IIII •••••• ;, •• , ••••• , ••••••••••• I ••••••••• 11""111111"11,"11 

Probate: 
Orphans' court aUdits., ~ •• ,. "'t,'" I, I ."., ,., 'i II'" j "" •••• " •••• 

Mental health II •••••••• ,,".I't I. "r.I' """"'1'" '111'1'1 '~"'I""" 
Other civil: 

Clvllb ••••••••••• I'I •••• ~IIIIII.I.I ••••• ' •• , •• I •• I' ••••••••• 1""11" 

Total clylle I'" "". " ••••• , ••• " •••••• , ••• II' , •••••• ,' Il,,'t"t' """1'" 

Crlmlnalc/; 
Other criminal: 

Criminal' •• " •••• 1 •• ' •••••• , ••••••••••• , •••••.•••••••••••••••• ,"'I' 
Appeals: 

Miscellaneous' •• t •• I., ., ••••••••••••• I •••• ,. ,. I , t I ••• 0', I , • r ••• I •• II 

Extraordinary wrUa: 
Post-convlcllon appeals •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal 'f" .,1" ,. If "11" ""i'" ., ••••••••• t"" ", I •••••• , .1."" 

Juvonlle: 

Total Juvenile ••• 'oj "'1, I' ," •••• , •• ,., •• 1 •••• t,II' ••••••• l •••• ' •• ,'I ••• ,' 

Grand total •• t" "'ft. ""'" ••••••••• , I., ••• t •• , •• I,t', •• ,'1'1 I. " •••• 0.11,. 

Clvllh •••••• , •••• 
Criminal', •••••• 

Jury 

1,621 
3,490 

Trialso 
Non-jury 

2,173 
15,162 

, Total'........ 5,311 17,335 

Tota' 

3,994 
16,652 

22,646 

Boldlace headings Indicate the classifications usad by the NCSP. 

'CIvil cases are counted with tho IlIIng 01 a complaint or petition. 
bOther civil Includes trespass, aSsumpsit, equity. and miscellaneous civil cases 

which 1I1e counted when the case Is placed at Issue as ready lor trial. 
cDoes not Include 28,902 cases flied, 28,770 disposed, and 15,272 pending at the 

end 01 the vear Which were assigned to b\lards olarbltrallon. 
dJ"he un1t 01 count lor criminal cases Is each delendant on each Inlorma-

1I0nllndlctment. 
'Includes lelonles, misdemeanors. and trials de novo for appeals. Included are 

4,780 cases pending at the start 01 the year, 32,275 disposed, and 4,256 pending at 
the end of the year which were handlod In the Philadelphia Municipal Court. 

'Includes criminal appeals Irom district Justice courts and other miscellaneous 
court actions. 

'Jury trials aro counted when they are trlod to verdict. Non-Jury trlalo are counted 
by the state when they are tried to completion. 

I!Clvlltrlallnlormation Is only lor other civil casos. 
, Includes 7,157 non-jury trials In Philadelphia Municipal Court. 
/Includes 2,278 gUI ty pleas. 10,676 nolle prossed cases, and 11,928 cases 

disposed by ARD In the Philadelphia Municipal Court. 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

5,305 47,841 46,237 6,909 
13,849 38,313 36,332 15,630 

421 3,138 2,977 582 
842 a,874 6,880 856 

20,217 96,166 92,406 23,977 

1,388 22,010 21,677 1,719 
288 5,697 5,679 306 

16,949 39,959 18,629 20,279 

40,840 143,632 136,391 46,281 

26,061 102,848 97,213 31,496 

1,802 6,512 6,635 1,479 

401 734 728 407 

28,064 109,694 104,576 33,382 

4,388 39,882 30,350 5,920 

73,292 293,808 281,317 65,563 

CrimInal dispositIons I 

Guilty pleas ................. 32,636 
Nolle crOSSed ............... 19,266 
ARD rehabilitation 

program) ................ 20,590 

Source: Admlnlstratlvo Office ot the Pennsylvania Courts, 19'1'5 Report (Philadel­
phia, Pennsylvania). Statistics are from tho annual report oxcept that totals have been 
computedl where necessary, and additional data have sometimes baen supplied 
dUring ver flcatlon by the state court administrator. 
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Rhode island court system, 1975 

SUPERIOR COURT (4) 
15 JudgeS 
Jurisdiction: 

SUPREME COURT 
51ustlces 
JurlsdlQtlon: 
• Final clyll and criminal appellate Jurisdiction. 

j 

'I" 

• Civil actions over $5.000. equity. condemnations. 
naturalization • 

• extradition Felonies. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

J 

DISTRICT COURT (8) 
131udges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $5,000. small 
claims. mental health . 

• Misdemeanors, felony arraignments. 
No Jury trials. 

tndlcates route of appeal. 

. 
MUNICIPAL COURT (2) 
Jurtsdlctlon: 

FAMILY COURT (4) 
7 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Domestic relations, non-support, paternity . 
• Adult crlmRs against Juveniles • 
• Juvenile. 

• Misdemeanors, municipal ordinance 
violations, traffic • 

PROBATE COURT (39) 
391udges 
Jurisdiction: 
• General probate Jurisdiction. 

No Jury trials. 

------~---------" 



·206 State Court Profiles 

Rhode hland Supreme Court 
Court 0' laot rosort 
5 JU8tlees 
October 1, 1974-September 30, 1975 

Canes: 
AIlptall: 

Clvll"""'I"I'~'""""l"'""I""""""'I."t""1,1'0111'11.,1 
Crlmlnal, •• ", ••• , •••• , ••• ,., •••••• ",.,., ••••• , •••••• , •••••.•••• '" 
Family court.~ II,., 111110' "'1"1,111'0' '1IIIt. I" •• , .11' •••• ' ••••• ,. 

Workman's compensation.,.,., ••••••• ! 0.,.111, ,1111' I,tlll " 1."" 

Unspecified 008$S., fll_"o.II'" II ""'1111"'"'1111"1111" ., ••••• , 

Other co~e9 heard,. I"~" 'I"'I'I~I~ 11 •••• 1 "II,il' 1"".1 •• t., , •• 

Total appeals, "'11. 1'11'1'1""" ••• , I •• ,\ t ., ••••• ~. ,., I I • t •• I t I • I I • ~. 

Other caeos: 
OrIgInal proceodlngl: 
• Habaas corpU9'11"'tllt"'~I'" •••• , ••• ,'" •••••••••••• ,~ •••• , 

Bar disciplinary t t •• , t "' ~ II'." " t t, I •••• ' ••• f' I "111 ••• I.' ••• ,. 

Miscellaneous petitions", .. "., ••• ", ............... , ..... " .. 
Total., •••••.. , •••.•••.•••• ,,'\f ••••• \I •••• , •••• t •••• ,t ••••••••• ,. 

R.quolle 10 appeal: 
Certiorari •••• " •• " •••• ,', •••• , ••••• , •••••••••••••• , •••••• \., •• , 

Total other cnses ••• I I , •• , .". I I I ~. I •• I • II" I II. \., I.' " ~ I •• , •• I \ •• I. I 

Total cases' .• , •••• , t. t 0"",1,'.'11' "" i "'1""'" .,.,." •• , ••••••• ,,,. 

Olher proceedings: 
Olhor mattei'll: 

Arbitrator appoIntments ...... ", .... , .. " ............ " ........ " •• 
Pelilions on bar exams .... ,,,, .... ,, ...... ,,,, ..... ,,,, .. ,, .... ,,, 

Total.I ••••••••• I ••• , ••• ~. II, ••••• \.,1 •••••••••• , •••••••••••••• " .. ,, ~ •• 

'rotal other proceedIngs ......................... ,,, .......... ,, .. , ...... ' 

Manner of dlsposl/lon 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X , 
X 

326 

N/A 
N/A 
NIA 

NfA 

Flied Disposed End 
pendIng 

167 85 X 
62 38 X 
16 11 X 
13 9 X 

77 
12 

240 ~30 X 

10 13 X 
3 3 X 

16 15 X 
31 31 X 

III 117 ~ 
107 68 X 

!S47 316 ()55 

5 5 N/A 
3 3 N/A 
6 6 Nltl 

8 8 N/A 

Written opinion .. " ......... , 172 
Dismissal/withdrawal, , , , •• , • 66 
Order of court ...... ", .. ,.. 2 
Rule 16(g) granl!l(/.......... 9 
Olhor .... , .................. , 10 

Boldlace ~eadlngslndloate the classifications used by the NCSP, 
NI A .. ThIs case type Is hand lad by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X .. The data lor thfs caso type are known to be Included In the totlli. Data were 

nol available by calegory for this case type. 
-_ .. Notapp'IIcable. 

I'Thesecas; lolals are the figures broughl forward tor Inclusion In Part I tables. 

60~rce: Unpublished statistical data provided by the Supremo Court's Offlco of 
Ihe Court Administrator and OItlce of tho Clark 10 ChIef Justice and associate 
Jusllces entitled. "Court Actlvlty-Octobilr 1. 1974 10 September 30. 1975." Age-of· 
pendlng-case data are available. Slatlstlcs aro from Ihese unpublished sources 
except that totals have boon computed. whore necessary, and lIddltional data have 
sometimes boon "\Qplled durIng verification by thv statO court admInistrator or the 
clerk orthll8Ppl ~jI( ;ourt, 

--------------------------------------------~----------.~~----------------------.. ----------Rhode Island Superior Court 
Court of general Jurladlcnon 
4 courts, 15 ,udges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

--------------------------------------_ .. ---
Beginning 
pendIng Flied I End o sposed pending 

Civil': 
Other cIvil: 

Civil ~.'" f~'" ,., t.t.,.". 
Miscellaneous petitions •• 

Total, •• ff~. f' ~ '~i, ff •• f~ ~ _._ 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

5.589 
866 

6,41l5 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Appeal.: 
Probata appeals ~,i Ii. ~ ~ •• 

Total C;lyIlH"HH,.H~uHIJ~'H 
--..t!8 -H --..t!8 --1:lLA 

NtA 6.542 NtA NIA 

Crlmlnall>; 
F.lon)/! 

Indlclments, .... , ........ , N/A 2.374 N/A 
Mlld.meano,................. N/A 747 N/A 
Appoal.d.,.".t~ •• \~........... --..t!8 ~ --..t!8 

Tolal erlmlnal .... , .... "........ N/A 3.665 N/A 

Grand IlIlal ...... , .... ,." .... ,.... N/A 10.207 NtA 

N/A 
N/A 

-2!L~ 
N/A 

N/A 
Boldface headings Indlcata the class/ncallons used by tho NCSP. 
Nt A .. ThIs case Iype Is handled by the court. but Ihe dala brB unavailable. 

'A civil case Is counted with tho filing of a pelltlon or complaint. 
bTho criminal unit of count Is the filing of an Indictment. 
<Filing IIguros for mlldemanno" Vlore obtained by subtractillil tho number 01 

appeals at dIstrict court caSQS tram the totlll number of cases t.ronsterred to 
Superior Court from tho DIslricl Court. These lire misdemeanQru tranillerred lor Jury 
trials, 

"Number of Dlslrlcl Court appeal, oblalned from Dlstrlet Court dala. 

Source: Chief Jusllco. Supreme Court. 1975 Annual Report on the Judie/my 
(Providence. Rhodllisland}, Also unpUblished data. 5!llllsllcs Bre tram the annual 
report and unpublished data except lhat tatala have been computed. IVheto 
necessary. and additional data have sometimes been supplied during verification by 
Iho state court administrator • .. --.. ------.. --------.. ----------------~------.. --------------------------.. --.. --.. ----.. ------.. --.. 



Selectod caSEl categories-limited Juril,dlction courts 

Rhode Island Farillly Court· 
4 courts, 7 Judgl')e 
January 1, 1975-Decembor 31, 1975 

Dom •• llc r.latlon.: 
Absolute divorce 11.1""" ,tt •• , "t, t., II'~ " ••••••••• 1 •••••• , ••• 10 "". 
Bed and board. ' •• '1.11'1 ••• 01'10.1. I I ••• ,_ "'1' "II~+'I' '1,'"1'.'"1,., 
Other dispositions of above ......................................... .. 
Adoptions ••••• I •• , •• I' ., • I. I'" , ••••• I •• I , •• f I " f" , •• I •••• ,. f'" •. , , •• I 

Bastardy ,I' .'11 ••••• , •• ~.t ... , .. t. III to •• I! "" .,. , •• ,".1. o. t. l"""" I 
Paternity JO I ••• ~ t ,. 1.1 ~." "., t.,\ t" I II. , •••• t JII,t., t. t t"'I' I ." •••• t ••• 

Change ot name ••• 1., ••• ' •••• 1 •••••••••••••• , •• 1 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Other •• ,., •••••••• " ••• , •••• ,41'" •••••••• '" •••••••• , ••••••••••••••••• 11' •• 

Total domestic relations ............................. , .................. .. 

Juvenll.: 
DellnqulillCY: 

WayYIard/dellnquent 1,IIt i" i i III t" ,. II t I' i II t'l I' I •• ".,,11'11 ~ ,. 
Dtlpendency: 

Dependency and noglect HII •• ili ..... ~.' •• IIIIII.').II .. '"I.II ••• 
Battered/abused children •• to ••• ," •••• ,.'t"II".'I'~" ,."". II., 

. Total""""""""""""""""""""""",,,",""'1""""" Tr.III,,: 
Motor Y~hlcle t • I ~. II., 'II I "~I t " I ••• I 'I •• t ~ I ••• , •• I • 1'1 •• " till" ~ I 

Oll,ar Juvenile: 
Child marriages , •• ,.,., •• , •• 1""1110.,.,10, •• , •••• , •• ,.,' I" .,,," 
Termination of parental rights ................................... .. 
Other •. t. II., t 'Ill III •• ,,, •• " '111," .,t' t •••• f I. , •• ,,. ~ ~.t'.""'" ~., 

Tolal, ••• 't ••••• t ••••••••• flt ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Totol juvenile ••••••••••••••• 1 •• ' •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,""'1' 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. • 
.Nt A - This esse typo Is handled by the court, but thO data are unavailable. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total, Data were 

not nvallablo by estegory for this case typo. 

OCata obtained from 1976 annual report. 
bNot all categories had dispositions reported • 

South Carolina '207 

Beginning Flied DIsposed End 
pending pending 

N/A 3.706 2,682 N/A 
N/A 363 7 N/A 
N/A X 216 N/A 
N/A 403 N/A N/A 
N/A 5> N/A N/A 
N/A 11" N/A ~!~ N/A 3' N/A 
N/A j3· N/A N/!\ 
N/A 4,584 2.905b N/A 

N/A 4.840 N/A N/A 

N/A 273 N/A N/A 
N/A 23 N/A N/A 
N/A 296 N/A NlA 

N/A 1.422 N/A N/A 

N/A 100 N/A N/A 
N/A 136 N/A N/A 
N/A 11 N/A N/A 
N/A 249 !::I/A N/A 
N/A 6.807 N/A N/A 

Source: Chief Justice, SuprllflH Court, 1975, 1976 Annual Report to thu Judiciary 
(Providence, Rhode Island). Statistlca are from the annual reports except that totals 
hav" belIn computed. where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been 
8upplled during VlIrtncation by Ihe state colKt administrator, 

.. ______ ~ __________ ~ ____________________ RB __ ~ ____________________________ ~ .... ______ .. ____ .. , ........ j 

Rhode Island DIstrict Court 
8 districts, 13 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

No data wore available by category for menial health cases handled In the District Court. 

Rhode Island Probata Court 
39 courts, 39 Judgos 
January 1, 1975-Ue<:embor 31, 1975 

No data wore available for probale esses handled In the Probate Court, 

.. __ .. ________________ .u __ Ma ______ ~mm __ .n __________ ~ ______________ a& .. ______ .a ____________ "_.o- .... 
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South Carolina court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
5 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
- Appellate Jurisdiction of all cases originating In 
Circuit, Family, Civil and Criminal, or 
County Courts. 

CIRCUIT COURT (16) 
25 judges 
JUrisdiction: 
- Civil actions over $100 (may vary to $1,000). 
- Felonies, misdemeanors (except If heard In 
Inferior courts). 

- J"venlle (if no Family Court). 
Jury trla1$. 

FAMILY COURT (16) 
Juris(Jicilon: 
- Family support, and protection. 

Adoption, divorce. 
- Exclusive Jurisdiction of dellnq'uent, 
neglElcted, or abandoned children. 

I~~--.--------------------~ 

r---- ---'--------, 
PROBA TE COURT (45) 
Jurlsdlctlol'1: 
- Estates, t lll~.lni!SS of minors and 
incompeh.lIlts, guardians, trustees, 
mental commitments. 

- Juvenile (I t no Family Court). 
No jury Irlal, s. 

"t ,Indl"'.,, "'I' of •• ,,,.1. 

COUNTY COURT (8) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: . 
- Civil actions under $7,500 (varies to 

$25,000), divorce, adoptions. 
- Some accept guilty pleas, some hear 
certain felonies. 

Jury ·trlals. 

MAGISTRATES COURT 
(322) 
322 magistrates 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Law and landlord-tenant under $200 
(varies to $1,000). 

- Criminal with fine less than $200 Of 
sentence less than 30 days. Felony 
prcl;iolnarles. No criminal Jurisdiction 
If there Is a County Court. 

Jury trials. 

CIVIL AND CRIMINAL 
COURT (11) 
11 judges 
Jurisdiction varies: 
- Law and equity under $1,000 (varies 
to $300,000). 

- Some have limited criminal 
jurisdiction; others hear all but 
serious felonies (sentence !eEls than 
10 years). 

Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (82) 
82 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Municipal ordinance violations, 

criminal with fine less than $100 and 
sentence less than 30 days. 

Jury trials. 



South Carolina Supreme Court 
Court of last resort 
5 Justices 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Eieglnnlng 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeals: 

Clvllb ......................... X 
Criminal" ..................... X 
Post conviction .............. __ X_ 

Total appeals ................... 104" 

Other cases: 
Original proceedlngs9 ••••••• N/A 
Habeas corpus ............... N/A 
Disciplinary ••••••••••..••• '" • N/A 

Total ............................ N/A 
Requelts to appeal ......... 

~ Total other cases .............. 

Total cases· I ••••••• 1'"111"" ••••• "' 104.' 
Other proceedings: 

R,hearlng roquelts ••••••••• , •••• .l:!LL 
Total other procee;llj1gs ............ N/A 

Flied Disposed End 
pending 

152 X X 
94 X X _ 1_8 _ _ X _ _X _ 

264 ~3G 122· 

3 N/A N/A 
2 N/A NIII 
7 N/A N/A 

12 N/A N/A 
-1-2-~ ~ 

276 232. 12201 

_2_7_ .l:!LL 
27 N/A N/A 

Manner of disposition 
Written opinion ••••••••• 
Per curiam ............ . 
Memorandum ••••••••••• 

163 
37 
25 

7 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed.. .. • .. .. • .. .. • .. • 125 
Reversed. .. • .. .. .. • .. .. .. 29 
Reversed and re-

Dismissal/withdrawal •• , 

South Carolina Circuit Court 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
16 circuits, 25 Judges 

manded ................ 29 
Affirmed and re-

manded ................ 2 
Remanded................ 4 
Other..................... 43 

January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 
There were no data available for the Circuit Courts In 1975. Data for 1976 will be 
Included In the Sfafe Court Caseload Statlsf/es: Annual Report, 1976. 

Selected case categories-limited Jurisdiction courts 

South Carolina Family Court 
16 courts 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 
There were no data available for domesllc relallons or Juvanlle cases handled In 
tho Family Court. Data for 1976 will be Included In State Court Gaseload Slatlstlcs: 
Annual Report, 1976. 

South Carolina ~ounty Court 
8 counties, 8 Judges 
January 1,1975-December 31, 1975 
There were no data available for domestic relations (adoption, divorce) oases 
handled In County Court. Data for total civil cases In 1976 will be Included In Sfate 
Court Case/cad Statlstles: Annual Report, 1976. 

South Carolina Probate Court 
45 courts 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 
There were no data available for probata or Juvanlle cases handled In tho Probate 
Court. 

South Carolina 209 

Boldfac!! headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space ~ Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/ A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X .. The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not aVRllable by categorY for this case type. 

"Those case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"CIvil appeals Include regular and Rule 29 appeals. 
CCrlmlnal appeals Include regular and "no merit" appeals. 
"Court reports that 37 of these appeals have been heard, but opinions have not 

been completed. 
'Court reports that 30 of those appeals have been heard, but opinions have not 

been completed. 
'Caseflow does not add up. Numbers are as provided by court. 
"Pending and disposition data are not aVailable for orfglnal proceedings. 

Source: Data supplied by the Office of the CI:lrk of the Supreme Court. Statistics 
are from this unpublished source except that totals have been computed, where 
necessary, and additional data have sometimes been suppllod during verification by 
the clerk. 
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+ Indicates route 01 appeal. 

So.uth Dakota court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT ;] 
5 JUstices . 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appellate Jurlsdlct/on. Original and 
remadlal writs. 

CIRCUIT COURT (9) 
37 Judges 
Jurlsdlcllon: 
• Civil actions, domestic relatlona, 
probate, 

• Felonies, misdemeanors. 
• Juvenile. 
Administrative appeals. 
Jury trials. 

LAWYER MAGISTRATES -
Division of Circuit Court 
6 lull·tlme and 5 part·tlme ml,lglstrates 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $1 000. 

Smali claims, mental health, 
· Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 
preliminary hearings. Committing 
magistrate, search warrant, arrest 
warrant. Serve as coroner. 

Jury trials. 

LAY MAGISTRATES­
Division of Circuit Court 
32 magistrates and 65 clerk/magistrates 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions and small claims under 
$500 (uncontested). 

• Guilty pleas for misdemeanors and 
ordinance violations. Preliminary 
hearings, search warrant, arrest warrant. 
Serve as coroner. 

No Jury trIals. 

~----------------------------------------



South Dakota Supreme Court 
Court of last retort 
5 Jusllces 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Cases: 
Appeal.; 

Total appeals. t. j, •• ,. f II •• ~ ••••••••••••• , ~ •• j. I •••• to.' .". 0" '11.'" 

other cases: 
Original proceeding ••••••••••..•••••••.••••.•.•••••••••••••••••••• 
ReqUHr. 10 DPPflal: 

Pelltlons for II110wance 10 appeal ................ , .......... .. 
Total other csees .................................. , ................ . 

Total cases' .. 1 ••••••••• , •• " ••••• " •• "0"" t"'" oil i, '0 to ,1.0 ••••••• i •• 

Other proceedings: 
nahe.rlng reqU •• ta .• '0" I, ••••• 0'0"" 0'0'1' •• 0 •• 0' ••••• to •••••• ' •••• 1 
other mlllere: 

Estimated ordelll and motions ........................ , .......... .. 

Total other proceedlngs,o ••• I,",' , .• . oj ""' I' oj II' ' .• i •••••••••• , ""'t., 

Manner of dlspOlllf/on 

'-Beginning 
pending 

gll" 
, 211" 

N/A 

N/A 
N/A 

21l ed 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 
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Flied Dlspo!IQd End 
pending 

183 171 22ab 

183 171 22ab 

20 13 N/A 
15 16 N/lI 
35 29 N/A 

218 200 223bd 

14 14 N/A 

JOO 100 Nlll 
114 114 NtA 

Written r ,AnIon.... .. .. • .. • .. 122 
OI8mlss~' withdrawal ..... ,.. 48 __________________________________ ~ot~h~er.~ .. ~,~ .. ~ .. ~ .. ~ .. ~ .. ~ .. ~ .. ~ .. ~.~ .. ~. __ l~ ____________________ ~ ______________ __ 

Boldface haadlngalndlcate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Nt A - This case tyPIIls handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

«These case totals Bre the ligures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"End pending cases Include 74 appealesubmltted and pending: 15 appeals relldy 

for calendar, and 134 appeals not ready for calendar. 
~glnnlng pending appeela flgur/l was comruted. 
"Pending data are not available for orfgln. proceeding, or raqUHta 10 .PPf8I. 

South Dakota Circuli Court­
Court of g.noral Jurisdiction 
II clrculte, 37 judg.s 
January 1, 1875-Dec.mblr 31, 1875 

Source: Clerk, Supreme Court, "Business of the Court" statlstlCIII reports 
(unpublished). Calendar year totals were computed from these monthly reports. 

Boldlace headings IndIcate the classllicatlons used by the NCSP. 
Nt A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

'No data were available for the Lay Maglstrates or Lawyer },iaglslrates DIvIsIon of 
tha Circuit Court, 

"Civil cases are counted with the filing of a complaint or petilion. 
cfhe criminal unit of count 1& the Informationllndlctment. 
"Does not Include dependencytntl\llect dispositions. ' 
'fncludas only Juvenile filings. 
'Jury trial Is oounted when the jury Is sworn: non-jury trial When there Is an opening 

statoment or the Introduction of any evidence. 
Q1ncludes only contested civil judgments. 

Source: Court Administrator's OHlce. "Combined 1975-76 JudIcial Annual 
Report" (unpublished). Statlsllcs are from this unpublished report except thallotals 
have been c()mputed, where necessary. and ad;jltlonal datil have sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the stale court &.:Imlnlstrator. 
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Tennessee court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
5 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• constitutional Issues, worKmen's compensation, and 

state revenue appeals. 
• Constitutionality of a statute or ordinance. 
• Review of other appeal court decisions. 

I!. 

! 
COURT OF APPEALS 
9 judges 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
7 judges 

Jurisdiction: Jurisdiction: 
• Hears only civil appeals. All civil 
except those to Supreme Court. 

Workmen's compensation. 
- Hears only criminal appeals •. Cases 

under post·convlctlon procedure act, 
felonies, misdemeanors. 

CHANCERY 
COURT (21) 
31 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

LAW AND EQUITY 
COURT (5) 

CIRCUIT 
COURT (26) 
56 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

5 Judgl:ls 
Jurisdiction: 

- Equity cases over $50, 
divorce, adoption, and 
civil cases (except 
tort). 

• Law and equity cases 
over $50. 

• Contracts and demands 
over $50 ($3

1
000 for 

some count es), 
divorce, landlord and 
tenant, adoption, 
equity, chancery. 

PROBATE 
COURT (2) 
2 judges and 

1 county judge 
serve 

Jurisdiction: 
- Admlnstratlon of 

estates, probate Of 
Wills, guardianship. 

No jury trials. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

COUNTY 
COURT (81) 
81 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Probate, administra­

tion of estates, 
guardianship. 

- Juvenile (If no 
Juvenile Court). 

No jury trials. 

JUVENILE 
COURT (7) 
7 judges· 
Jurisdiction: 
- Adults contributing 

to delinquency of 
minor. 

- Juvenile. 
No jury trial. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

MUNICIPAL 
COURT 
192 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- City ordinance 

violations (fine less 
than $50, sentence , 
less than 30 days). 

No jury trials. 

JUSTICE OF PEACE (3) 
3jus!lceil of peace 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil action under $3,000 • 
. Misdemeanors (fine less than $50, 

sentence less than 1 year). 
No jury trial. 

t 

CRIMINAL COURT 
22 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Felonies, 

misdemeanors . 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

GENERAL 
SESSIONS 
COURT (93) 
70 full·tlme ani 44 

part-time judges 
Jurisdiction: 
- Civil cases under 

$3,000, landlord 
and tenant. Some 
courts hear 
divorce, worKmen's 
compensation. 

- Misdemeanors (fine 
less than $50, 
sentence less than 
1 year), felony pre· 
ilmlnarles. 

- Some courts hear 
juvenile. 

No jury trial. 

J 



Tennessee Supreme Court 
Court of last resort 
5 Justices 
January 1, 1975-Decembei' 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending Flleti 

CaseD: 
Appeal.: 

Civil ...................... N/A 276 
Criminal .................. --t:!L6 50 

Total appeals ............... N/A -a26 
Other cases: 

Or/glnal proceedlnge •••• 
Rcquel" 10 appeal: 

Certiorari: 
Civil ............. N/A 214 
Crimlnml ......... N/A 413 

Total ............... --t:!L6 627 
Total other cases .......... N/A ---e27 

Total cases· ..... " ............. N/A 953 

Manner of disposition 

Disposed End 
pending 

N/A N/A 
--t:!L6 -1l1h. 

216 N/A 

201 N/A 
392 N/A 
593 N/A 
59;1, N/A 

809 N/A 

Written opinion ............. 310 

Tennessee Court of Appeals 
Intermediate appellate court 
3 panels, 9 judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending 

Cases: 
Appeal.: 

Civil ...................... --t:!L6 
Total appealsb .......... '" •• N/A 

Other cae8s: 
urlginai procooalnga •••• 
Requo." 10 appeal ..... 

Total I)ther cases .......... 

Total cases· .................... N/A 

Flied 

655 
655" 

655" 

Tennessee Court of Criminal Appeals 
Intermediate appellate court 
3 panel!J, 7 judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending Flied 

Cases: 
Appeal.: 

Criminal .................. --t:!L6 830 
Total appeals· .............. III/A 830· 

Other cases: 
Orlllinal 1l1'01l'4edlnga .... 
Requo." III appeal ..... 

Total other Clases .. , ....... 

Total cases·" ................... N/A 830-

-

Disposed End 
·pendlng 

~ ..llLA-
536" N/A 

536" N/A 

Disposed End 
pendIng 

~- ..llLA-
562" N/A 

562" N/A 

Tennessee 21·3 

Bold/a~e headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 

<These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 

Source: executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennassee, 1975 Annual Report 
(NashVille, Tennassee). Statistics aro from the annual report except that totals have 
been computed, Where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been 
supplied during verilicatlon by the state court administrator or tho clerk of the 
appasls court. 

" 

.\ 

Bold/ace headings Indicate Ihe classifications used by the NCSf'.. 
Blank space - Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/A - This case type Is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

<These case totals are the fi~uras brought forward for InclUsion In Part I tables. 
"Court has civil jurisdiction on y. . 

Source: executive Secre~, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1975 Annual Report 
(Nashville, Tennessee). Statist cs !Ire Irom the annual report except that totals have 
been computed, where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the IIIa,te court administrator or the clerk of the 
appasls court. 

Boldface headings Indicate tho classilications used by the NCSP. . . 
Blank space a Not enough In/ormation Is known. The .::e.'*l category may tit may 

not be handled by the courl. 
N/A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the data aro unllyallable. 

'Those case totals are the figures brought forward for Inl:lunlon In Part I tables. 
"Court has criminal Jurisdiction only. , . ,. 
<NInety-one postconvlctlon and hablbas corpus cam were flied during the year. It 

Is unknown whether they are Included In theoo SQroniar1 totals. 

Source: executive Secretary, Supra'llz Court of Tennessee, 1975 Annual Report 
(Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics .are from the annual report except that totals have 
been computed, where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been 
SUPplied during verlficetlon by the state court administrator or the clerk of the 
appeals court. 
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Tennessee Circuit Court and Criminal Court 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
26 circuits, 78 judges' (56 circuit, 2~ criminal) 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning Flied 
pending" 01 d End 

s~ose pending 

Clvllb; 
Auto tort ...................... X 6,398 
Non-auto tort .. " .............. X 4,849 
Property tlghll: 

Condemnations, •• ,., •• , ••• X 792 
Domeatlc rolotlons: 

Divorce .............. ,., .. , X 19,147 
Petitions ............. , ..... X 6,606 
Adoptions ............. " .. X 779 

Total ........... ,., ........... X 26,532 
Admlnlatratlve: 

Workmen's compensation. 
Other civil: 

X 2,617 

Misoellaneous ••••••••••••• __ X -MQ1 
Total civil ........................ 35,980 46,589 

Criminal": 
F.,lony •••• ,',~ •.•.•• " •••.••••• 11,027 21,975 
Mlldemoanor .................. ~ --...1lli 

Total crimlnal. .. , ................ 14,948 29,462 

Grand total ......................... 50,928 76,051 

Jury trlate 
Civil ..................... 2,611 

Tennessee Chancery Court 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
22 circuits, 31 judges' 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 . 

6,571 X 
4,848 X 

895 X 

X 21,176 
5,845 X 

640 X 
27,661 X 

2,438 X 

5.706 ___ X 

48,119 34,450 

21,238 11,764 
--.l.1§§ ~ 

28.396 16,014 

76,515 50,464 

Boldface headings Indicate the claSSifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this case type. 

'Five of the circuit Judges are also chancellors. 
bA civil case Is counted with the filing of a complaint or petition. 
CSeglnnlng pending was calculated from filings, dispositions, I!Jld end pending. 
"The criminal unit of count Is the number of Informations/Indictments. 
'A Jury trial Is counted when the Jury Is sworn. 

Source: Executive secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1975 Annual Report 
(Nashville, Tennessee). Stati$tics are trom the annual report except that totals have 
been computed, where nO!;essary, and, additional data have somellmes been 
supplied during I18r!flcation by the state court administrator. 

Beglnn!ng Flied Disposed End 
pending pending __ ""'F:'\:~'.~ ______________ • __________ --"===-________________ ._.....:.......;.==--_ 

Clvllb; 
COntracta, .••••.••.. ,. 00' ,0, ••••••• f ••••• to •••• ,. to. Of' It •••••• f •••••• f' 

Pro~rty. rlghll: 
Lana cases •••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , 

DomllUc relaUona: 
Divorce ••••••• , •• ' ••• ,.,.0 Of ••• ' •••• I" i •••••• II •••• ,. 'l •• ' •••••• ". 

Petitions ••••••• , ••••••••••• " ..................................... .. 
Adoptions ••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Tot81 ................................................................. . 
Probate: 

Conservatorship and probate •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Admlnlatrltlvo: 

Workmen's compensation, •••••••• I •••••• I I ••••••••••••• I •• ; ••••••• 

Other civil: 
Miscellaneous ••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total civil ............... " .......... , .................................... . 

Grand total. •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••• 

Bcldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be Included In the total. Dala were 

not available by category for this case type. 

'FIve of the chancery Judges are also circuit Judges. 
0A civil case Is counted with the flUng of a complaint or potltlon. 
<Beginning pending was computed from filings, dlsposltlon~, and end pending. 

X 3,491 3,162 X 

)( 1,663 1,642 X 

X 12,411 12,115 X 
X, 2,563 2,451 X 
X 1,520 1,478 X 
X 16,494 16,044 X 

X 1,344 1,380 X 

X 1,924 1,928 X 

X 4,433 4,182 X 

15,451" 29,569 28,338 16,682 

15,451 29,569 28.338 16,682 

Source: Executive Secretary, Supreme Court of Tennessee, 1975 Annual Report 
(Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have 
been computed, where nec6ssery, and additional data haVl~ sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the state court administrator. 



Tennessee Law and Equity CourtS" 
Courts of general Jurisdiction 
5 cOMrts, 5 Judges 
January 1, 1975-Dec.;ombt" 31, 1975 

Tennesaee 215 

---~----.. --.. ----------~----------.... --.. ----.. ------.... --.. --.... --.. ----...... --.. --.. ----.. --.. ---
Clvllb; 

Auto tort ,.,/, ••••••• ,' ••• ;' •••• " ••• ,' ••• ,1 ••• , ••••••••••• , ••• ,.0."", 
Non-auto tort •• , '0"'" "", •• ,., •• ,1. j I""" 't.,. ,"1", ./',.,, I. It •••• 
Contr8cta ••• j " j., j I"' •••• "" ,. " j" I. ,""" •••• , •• ,". I,t"" It •• , •• , 

Property rights: 
Land cases I ••• "., •• i., .. ,., .•...... " .. ' ....• _ i I, •• to II'" II •• , •• 

Condemnations,. i ,. ,., ••• 'I' ",1 0-, I •••••• , I, t •••••• 0,0.1 •••••••• , II 

Total.,' •.•...• ,., .•..••.•.•... " ••.•...•...••••. , ..•.•. j ••••••••••••• , 

Oomoatla rel~lIan.: 
Divorce ••• , j., ••.. , j •••••• ' •• 0 •• ' •• o. I 1"0'" ••••••• j, Of" •••• ,. I, •• 

Potltlons.o", •• 0 0 .11" •••• " •••• 1 ••••• , ••• ,j 0 o •• 1.0'.0 •• ' •• ' •••• ,' II 

Adoptlons.1 'I 0",0'" ,.,., •••• , •••••••••• , 10. 0 j. to, •••••••• , ., ••••• 

Total.~, ••• , ••••••••• , ••• ' ••••••• , •••••••••••• , •• ,., •••••••••••.••••••• 
Probate: 

Conservatorshlps and probale., .. , ............. " .... "." """ .. 
AdmlnlltrallvlI: 

Workmen's compensation •••• I I ••••• , •••••• , I • I • I ••••••••••••••••• , 

Other civil: 
Miscellaneous •••• " .... "" .................................. " ... . 

Total civil ••••••• , ••••••• , •••••••••• , ••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total •••• , I •• I.', oft •••••• , ••••••• , , •••••• , •• , ••••• 1 ••••• I •••••••• , •••• 

Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

)( 

X 

2,740' 

2,740' 

Flied Disposed End 
pending 

322 382 X 
231 218 X 
186 122 X 

101 71 X 
23 49 X 

124 128 X 

2,143 1,955 X 
604 559 X 
180 112 X 

2,927 2,698 X 

151 111 X 

218 204 X 

426 384 X 

4,566 4,203 3,103 

4,568 4,203 3,103 

Jury tria/' 

Civil" .. " " ... "..... 105 

Boldface hea<Jlngs Indloate the classifications Used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be Included In Ihe lolal, Oala were 

not avall~ble by category for thfs case type. 

'1ncludes data on eq'~11y courts In Oyer and Gibson Counties. 
"A civil case Is counted with the filing of a complaint or pelltlon. 
"A Jury Irlalls counted when the Jury Is sworn. 
"Includes Jury trials only for cases handled by law courts; JUry trials for eqUity 

courts are not Included. 
°Beglnnlng pending was computed from filings, dispositions, and end pending. 

Selected case categorleE-lImlted lurlsdlctlon courts. 

Tenneasee Prob~'te Court 
2 courts, 2 Judges and 1 county ludge serve 
January 1 1975-D,ecember 31, 1975 
There were no data avallabl,' for probate cases handled In the Probete Court. 

Tennessee County Court 
81 counties, 81 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 
There were no data available for pn.,bate or luvenlle cases handled In the County 
Court. 

Tennessee Juvenile Court 
7 courts, 7 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 
There were no data available for Juvenile cases handled In the Juvenile Court. 

Tennessee General SeSSions Court 
93 counties; 70 full·lIme and 44 part·llme ,Iudges 
January 1, 1975-December a~i 1975 
There were no data available tor Juvenll. or dOlllPllc nll.llonl cases handled by 
the General Sessions Court. 

Source: Execullve Secrelary, Supremo Court of Tennessee, 1975 Annual Report 
(Nashville, Tennessee). Statistics are trom Ihe annual report excepl that tolals have 
been computed, where necessary. and addUlanal data have sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the state court admlnlslrator. 

:1 
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Texas court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
9 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate jurisdiction In civil cases. 

COURT OF CIVIL APPEALS (14) 
42 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil appeals. 

. ~-
DOMESTIC RELATIONS -

CI!II 
COURT (26) ..... 26 judges crltnal • 
Jurisdiction: DISTRICT COURT (220) · Domestic relations matters. 

220 judges 
Jurisdiction: 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 
5 judges, 2 commissioners 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate jurisdiction In criminal 

cases. 

U h 

CRIMINAL DISTRICT 
COURT (10) 
10 judges 

• Civil actions over $500, divorce, Jurisdiction: 
Htie to land, contested elections, 

JUVENilE COURT (5) WObate. ' 
• elonles. 5 judges ~ JurlsdlC1lon: 
• Juvenile. 

• Juvenile matters. Appeal de novo In probate. 
Jury trials. 

. PROBATE COURT (7) f-I- pr!te 
7 judges 
JUrisdiction: 
• Probate matters. 

--
CONSTiTUTiONAL COUNT'I' -, 
COURT (254) 
254 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
. Civil actions over $200, and under $1,000. 
• Exclusive jurisdiction of misdemeanors 

with fine greater than $200 or Jail 
sentence except where there Is Criminal 
District Court. 

Appeals de novo. 
Slx·man jury trial. 

• MUNICIPAL COURT (:::::1,000)* 
::::1,000 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Exclusive jurisdiction of municipal 

ordinance vlolattons. Misdemeanors with 
fine less than $200. 

Jury trials. 

• Felonies. 

Criminal 

• Civil 

COUNTY COURT AT lAW (17) 
77 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $5,000. Varied 

limited lurlSdlction over civil • 
• Varied I mlted jurisdiction over criminal. 
Appeals de novo. 
Slx·man jury trial. 

• JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS (:::::900)* 
::::900 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $200 • 
• Criminal cases with fine less than $200. 

Preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. ,~ 

t 
'Some Municipal and Justice of the Peace Courts may appeal to the District Court. 

Indicates route of appeal. 



l 

TOKas Supremo Court 
Court of last resort 
9 JUBtlcos 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

--
Cases: 

Appenll: 
Civil" ('II ~l' I ,I' ., •• ,. , ••••••• 

Total appeals .............. , .... 

Other cases: 
Original procoodlngl: 

Habeas corpus .......... 
Mandamus ~CIVII) ........ 
Mandamus criminal), ••• 

Total""""""."., •••••• 
RequHI8 10 appeal: 

Writs 01 error ............ 
Total other cases .............. 

Total caSal' ........ " .............. 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requelto- ••••••••••••• 
Other maHere: 

Miscellaneous motions ••••••• 
Total other proceedings ............ 

Marmer of disposition 
Written opinion...... ..... 136 
Per curiam................ 18 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

_2_5_ ~ ...1QL _2_6_ 
25" 104" 103" 26" 

0 9 9 0 
0 91 89 2 

30 101 101 30 
30 201 199 32 

~ ~ ~ _9_6_ 
130 669 871 128 

155 973 974 154 

24- 327- 333- 18c 

__ 0_ 
~ _3_7 _ __ 0_ 

154 1,233 1,241 146 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ................... 16 
Reversed., •••••• , ••• , II. 0' 27 
Reversed and re-

manded ................. 35 
Other...................... 25 

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
Court of last resort 
5 Judges 
January 1, 1975-Decomber 31, 1975 

Cases: 
Appul.: 

Criminal" ..................... 
Reinstated crlmlnal, .......... 

Total appaals ................. ,. 

other cases: 
Original procaadlng,: 

Habeas corpus .......... 
R_qu.eta to appflal ......... 

Total other cases ........ , ..... 
Total cases' .•.•• ,'.t~ •• ~ .• , •.. , •••• 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requestl .............. 

Total other proceedings .. , ......... 

Manner of disposition 
WrlHen opinion.......... 591 
Per curiam.............. 1,278 

Beginning Flied 
pending 

End 
Disposed pending 

464 1,663 1,671 696 
~ 

464b 1,903" 1,671" 696" 

27 839 639 27 

27 639 639 ----v-
491 2,742 2,510 723 

__ 0_ 
~ ~ 

__ 0_ 

0 263 283 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed................. 1,330 
Reformed and af· 

firmed ................. 48 
Dismissed ............... 86 
Reversed and re-

manded ......... ".... 115 
Reversed and dis-

missed ........... '" .. 69 

0 

Boldface headl;lgs Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
-- - Not applicable. 

<These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 
bThe Court of Criminal Appeals Is the court of last resort for criminal cases, 

Source: Texas Judicial Council. 47th Annual Report 1975 (Austin. Texas). 
Statistica are from the annual report except that totals have been computed, where 
necessary, and additional data have sometimes been supplied during verification by 
the state court administrator or tile clerk of the appeals court. 

,"exas 217 

Boldface he&;lings Indicate the claaslflcations used by the NCSP. 

'These caSl) totals are the figuros brought lorward lor Inclusion In Part I tables. 
"Supreme Court Is court of last resort for civil cases only. 
"Rehearing reque.1s Include motions for rehearing 01 causes; motions lor 

rehearing of applications lor Writs of error; and motions for rehearing of motions for 
leave to file potition, 

Sourca: Texas Judicial Council, 47th Annual Report 1975 (Austin, Texas), 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed, Where 
necesasry, and additional data haVe sometimes besn supplied durlng verification by 
the state cOlJrt administrator or tho clerk 01 the appeals court, 

Texas Court of Civil Appeals 
Intermediate appellate courtb 

14 divisions, 42 Judges 
Janusry 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning Flied 
pending I End o sposed pending 

Cases: 
App4!all: 

Civil" , •••••••••• , ••••••••••••• 
Transfers In ............ , .... . 

674 1,764 
271 

1,608 847 

Transfers out ............... .. 271 
Total appeals .••• ,H"".""'" 674 1,764"- 1,6080 847 

other cases: 
Original proceeding ....... .. 
Rcquests 10 appeal ....... .. 

Total other cases ............. . 

Total cases' ...... ......... ......... 674" 1,764- 1.608- 847" 

Manner of dIsposition 
WriHen opinion.......... 1',420 
Per curiam •• t'~"'''U'' 64 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed.. ........... .... • 749 
Reversed "" ...... "H'i .... 352 
Modified and af· 

firmed ................... 47 
Partially affirmed .. ,.... .. 50 
Dismissed ................ 270 
Other..................... 139 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
- - - Not applicable. 

IThGse case totals are the figures brought lorward lor Inclusion In Part I tabbs, 
"Court of Civil Appeals has clvillurlsdiction only. 

~n ;J;r:I~fers In ancl out (cases to and Irom Texas Supreme Court) are not Included 

dCasefiowdoes not add up. Numbers are as provided by the slate court adminis­
trator. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 47th Annual Report 1975 (Austin, Texas), Time­
to-dlspoGltion-of-case data are available. Sts.tistica are from the annual report 
~l<cept that totals have been computed, where necessary, and additional data have 
sometinw$ beon supplied during verification by the state court administrator or the 
clerk of the appeals court. 
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TeXBs District Court· 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
261 courts, 261 Judges 
Jmnuary 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 -
Civile; 

Auto tort: 
Personal InJury. I • I. ,. I ~ I. I I j' 1 'I I II • , •• III" I I •••••• I , II"'" I j • II t 

Dome.llc rei all one: 
Dlvorce,II,.",o, •••••• , ••• ",.,.,., •••• , •••• ",.,.",""'t.,ll.111 
Annulment •• II I' I ••• "' I'" """ • j I •••• , •• I I ••• 1'111.1', I ••• I ••• I" t 

Non.adversaryd, ,.,.I.,lllt.' 1"1' ""'1 I,tllo "'1",111 111, •• 1"1 II 

Totnl,II ••• ,.' ••• II •••••••••• III •••••••• II.III".'.111.' •• 1, •••••••••• , 

Admlnlltrallvl: 
Workmen's componsatlon •• "0'0' '011""'" •• ~ 1,101 •••••• ".1.1.1, 
Tax. " •• , f" • I •• , •• , , ,,"" ~ I' • t. _. _ ~ •••• , ••• 1'" •• ,. I till •••• o ••••• 

Total, •••••••• , •• , •••••• " ••••• , ...................... ,'"""""""'" 
other clvll •••• ,' ••••• , •••• , , •• ,," .,1"" •• t ••••••• , •••• "'" .'., •••••• , 

Extraordinary wrltl: 
Habeas corpus ••••••• , •• , •• ,.11." •• ,. I, .,1 ...... " ••• ,. ""1'" ••• , 

Total civil ••• " ••••••••• , ., •••• ,_ ,,",,.,., •• " •• ~t ••• 1 •••••• """'t,' "" 

Criminal': 
Falony: 

Criminal categories ••••• , , ••••• , ••• , ••• j •• tt ., •• "" " ,.,. ".1,'1". 
Mlldemalnor. 1.1 •• ,.,; I j 11 •• ,.,1 ••• , ••••• , •••••• "'"11"'" ".",.1"', 
Other criminal: 

Contempt, extradition ,'I" , •• tt. ""'11,, •• ,1 '"011' .' •••• ,.,' •• 'I" 
Bond forfeltures., •• 1 •• ,." •••••••• , ••• 0" ,1.1., ••• , •• 1"1",,1.1 •• , 

Total •• I.I •••••••••• ,., ••• ,., •• ,."; •••• ,.,, •••••••• ,.","1,1"1""0" 
Exlraordlnary wrltl: 

post-convlctlon habeas corpus .................... " .... , ....... .. 

Total crlmlnal ••• II. ",""'1.","""",, ., ••••••• 11 ••• ,., ••• 1, ••••• '.11 •• 1 

Juvenile: 
Delinquency I ...... t I I I • I , f" i' ••••••• If. fl' ••••• ~ ,. , • I ••• f" ,I, •• f I I •• I , 

Total Juvenile If'll j. 'i" •• ' '""1"".""'. I •• , f.' .illt'.'I •• II' f til" fl" 

Grand total .... I I I •• I '" f. 1'1' •• f • I I •••• ' I; I •• ,. I ••• ~ I I •• , • "" II' I. f • ~ •• , •••• i 

Trial' 

Jury Non-Jury 
Directed 
verdict 

Civil.......... 2,488 116,712 
Criminal...... 3,579 41,531 
Juvenile...... 216 5,964 

Total....... 6,283 164,207 

Boldtace headings Indicate the claSSIfications used by the NCSP, 

2,172 
41 

116 
2,329 

'Includes dota on Dlotrlct, Criminal District, Domestic Relations, and Juvenile 
CQyrt~, 

~lIIngslnclude new casos (Ilea iihd oiner cases reaching dockei. 
<CIvil cases are counted with the filing of a complaint or poUtion. 
<>Non-adversary Includes adoptions change of name, occupational drlvere 

licenses, dependent and neglected children decisions, and removal of disability of 
minority, 

orhe criminal unit of count Is tho number of defendants On each Informa­
tion/Indictment. 

'Jury trials are counted when the Jury Is sworn: non-Jury trlols when there Is an 
opening statement or the IntrOduction of any evidence. Guilty pleas are countod as 
t,lals. Directed verdict cases are counted as Jury trials on the charts In Part I. 

vrotal convictions Include telony convictions and lesser offense convictions_ 

Selected case categorles-lImltod Jurlsdlcllon courts 

Texas County Courts' 
338 courts, 338 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

I 

Beginning 
pending Filed 

Probato: 

Total probate .................... N/A 47.021 
Juvenile: 

OeUnquMncy ..... , ............ , -1.lli. -1..ill 
Total Juvenile .................... 1,138 1,527 

-

Dlspcsed End 
pending 

NtA ""N7ii 

---1.o.ill ~ 
1,575 1,090 

Beginning 
pending 

23,654 

67,482 
765 

7,413 
75,650 

4,376 
51,307 
55,683 
90,369 

789 

246,045 

67,673 
5,490 

351 
4,828 
5,179 

378 

88,720 

5,764 

5,764 

320,529 

Tofal 
121,372 
45,151 

6,296 
172,829 

FIiCidb Dlsp080d End 
pending 

17,302 14,664 26,192 

116,286 110,492 72,276 
1,702 1,657 800 

19040 17,124 9,329 
136:028 129,273 82,405 

6,306 4,606 6,076 
20,652 18,433 55,526 
26,958 21,039 61,602 
80,276 70,976 99,671 

4,322 4,291 820 

tlG4,B88 240,243 270,690 

66,487 66,707 67,453 
7,109 1,603 4,996 

994 879 466 
6,233 4,488 5,673 
6,227 5,367 6,039 

8lg 763 494 

80,702 60,440 68,982 

j1,919 12,38j 5,322 

11,919 12,361 5,322 

357,509 333,044 344,994 

CrimInal dispositions 
Dlsmlll8Bl ................... 27,708 
Guilty plea .................. 41,097 
Total convlctlonQ ......... " 43,782 
Acquittal. .. .... .... • .. .. .. •• 624 

Source: Texas Judicial CounCil, 49th Annual Report 1975 (Austin, Texas). 
Statistics are from the annual roport except that totals have been computed, where 
necessary, and additional data have sometimes been supplied during verification by 
th6 state court administrator. 

Boldface headings Indicate tho classifications used by the NCSP. 
Nt A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the data a,o unavallabl". 

'Includes data Irom Constitutional County Courts, County Courts at Law, and 
Probate Courts. Bexar County data were not avallablo. 

Source: Texas Judicial Council, 49th Annual Repert 1975 (Austin, Texas). 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed, where 
necessruy, and additional data have sonletlmos been supplied during verlflcallQn by 
the state court administrator. 
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Utah 'court sys'tem, 1975 

JUVENILE COURT (5) 
8 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Jurisdiction over adult misdemeanors committed 
against children • 

• Exclusive Jurisdiction over delinquency, 
dependency, neglect. Felony for Juveniles over 
age 14, JUVenile traffic. 

CITY COURT (15) 
21 judges 
JUrisdiction: 
• Civil amlons under $2,500. 
• exclusive Jurisdiction over city ordinance 
violations. Misdemeanors, felony preliminaries. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Reviews final judgments of District and Juvenile 
Courts. Equity cases on questions of both law and 
fact. Law cases on questions of law only. 

• Direct review of some state administrative 
rulings. 

• Review of lower court cases appealed to District 
Court on constitutional Issues only. All appealed 
criminal and civil actions over $100 • 

.. .. 

DISTRICT COURT (7) 
21 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Original civil. Civil actions. . 
• Original criminal. Felonies, misdemeanors. 
Appeals are heard de novo. 
Jury trials. 

JUSTICE OFTHE PEACE COURT (181) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $300. No real property or tax 
cases • 

• Class Band C misdemeanors and Infractions (fine 
less than $300, sentence less than 6 months). 
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Utah Supreme Court 
Court 01 last resort 
5 Justices 
January 1, 1975-Decembor 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending Filed 

Cases: 
Appeal.: 

Civil '_I""IkI"."'I""" N/A 246 
Criminal .................. N/A 128 
MllIColioneous""., ,."., --t:!LA ~ 

Total appeals ... "" .... " .. N/A 462 

Othor cases: 
Original P/OCeedln~ •• ", 
Requllla to appea .. ,,' 

Total other cases" .. " .... 

Total casos·, ......... 'OI ••• I.O N/A 462 

Otheb&roceedlngs: 
er mallere: 
Motions ""'0.,1.,,1\1, •• --t:!LA ~ 

Totol other proceedings,,,,, ... N/A 223 

Manner of dlsposll/on 
Written opinion ..... " .... 
Dismissal/withdraWal, , •• , 

Utah District Court 
Court 01 general Jurisdiction 
7 districts, 21 Judges 
July 1, 1974-June 30, 1975 

Beginning 
pending Filed 

Civil'; 
Uncla •• llled tort: 

Personal InJury •••••• ,11', X 797 
Pro~ rI~hla: 

.- i:mnen domain .. ,.".", X 111 
Dometllc IIlalion.: 

Dlvorc!'J,."t ••••• I" ••••• , X 8,370 
Probate. II .0.1, .,.1 I., ••• ,.,.1 939 3,145 
Mantal hearing ........ "" ... X 576 
other civil: 

Complalntsb 
I j. ... " • I ... u X 12,512 =_1 ................ " ..... X 125 

!!Ordinary wrlla: ___ x 
Wrlts •••••• " ••• II ......... ~ 

Total civile." ................... 7.617 26,029 

Crlmlnald; 
Other criminal: 

Criminal categories' .... ,. X 2,127 
Appeala .,,",11 •••••••• 1' ••••• 

___ X 
--ill 

Total Criminal _ ••• , •••• t ........ I 81 2,643 

Grand total ........................ 7,898 28,672 

Olsposod End 
pending 

X 
X __ X 

403 

403 

~ 
223 

230 
173 

N/A 
N/A 

-lil8 
N/A 

N/A 

-lil8 
N/A 

Dlsposod End 
pending 

X X 

)( )( 

X X 
2,556 

645 
1,528 

X 

X X 
60 X 

~ -.--.Ji 
21.343 12,503 

2,190 X 
--ill 

__ X 

2,647 77 

23,990 12,580 

Tria' Criminal dispositions 
Jury Non-Jury Total 

Dismissed .......... 517 
Civil ............. 259 1,634 1,893 Pleas of guilty ..... 1,324 
Criminal ......... 255 94 349 

Total .......... 514 1,728 2,242 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough Information Is known. The caso category mayor may 

not be handled by the court, 
N/A • This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X • Tho data for this co)se type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by category for this case type. 

"These case tOlals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 

Source: Unpublished data provided by the clerk of the court and unpublished data 
provided by the National Center for State Courts' Western Regional Office (from a 
atudy for the Utah Supreme Court). 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
X - The data for this case type are known to be Included In tho total. Data were 

not available by category for this case type. 

'A civil case Is counted wllh the filing of a complaint or petition. 
"Complaints Include filings not set forth In other categories, for example, Uniform 

Enforcement of Support Act, 
COlsposltions Rnd pendln,) !otalslnclude those for all civil categories. 
"The criminal unit of count Is the number of Informations/Indictments or 

complaints. 
'Includes I.lonl.1 and miademeenollin the criminal categories. 
'Jury trials are counted whon the Jury Is sworn: non-Jury trials when there Is an 

opening utatement or the Introduction 01 any evidence. 

Source: Utah Judicial Council, Annual Report, UIllh Courts July 1974..June 1975 
(Salt Lake City, Utah). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have 
been computed, where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been 
supplied during verlflcotion by the state court administrator, 



Selected casn catogorles-lImlttld Jurisdiction courts 

Utah Juvenile Court 
5 districts, 8 Judgos 
Jal'luory 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

-
Beglnnln9 II I db End pending Fed' 0 apose pondlng 

Juvelllle: 
OellnqUOnCr 

NrA 17,104 Crimina .................. :4,339 N/A 
Oependen~ 

Cepen onoy, neglect ..... N/A 1,518 1,495 N/A 
Children In noed 

QI .U~rvl.lon: 
Sta us.~ l_'l~'." 11'1 t ,., t N/A 6,665 7,7El5 N/A 

Tr.ffIO'.I.I.",.,II .• ,.I.I'111 N/A 12,;)78 14,297 N/A 

Total JuvenJlo 11 1.,' "tt." "If" N/A 34,598 40,731 N/A 
~IT 

U~8h 221 

Boldfaco headlngslndlcata the classifications used by the NCSr. 
N/A .. This case typO I~ handled by the eeurt, but tho data aro un6vall'lblo. 

"Filings IIro the number of referrals. 
"DlsposlUcns Include Intake action dlsP09lt10ns and ludlclal action dispositions of 

the referrals. 

Source: Utah JudIcial Council, Annual Report, Ufah Courts July 1~i'4.June 1975 
(Salt t..ake City, Utah). Statlst/cs /lro from tI1e onnual report except ~t;€< totala have 
been computed, where necessary, and additional data have aort11!times been 
8uppIJOd during verll/catlon by the ,tato court admlnlatrator, 
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Vermont court system, 1975 

SUPREM,E COURT 
5justlC8S 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate jurlsdlotlon 01 writs 
of error. 

_______ ~ __ ~t~ ____ ------~ 
SUPERIOR COURT (14) 
7 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions over $5,000, title to 

real estate, domestic relations • 
• Original criminal (mo~'.:y felorlY). 
JurY trials. 

+ Indicates route of appeal. 

Questions 01 law. 

PROBATE COURT (19) 
Jurisdiction; 
• Exclusive probate, guardianship, and 
adoption Jurisdiction. 

DISTRICT COURT (is) 
11 judges 
Jurlsdlcllon: 
• Civil actions under $5,000 (except 
title to real estate). 

• Criminal cases with penalty less than 
life Imprisonment. 

• Exclusive Juvenile Jurisdiction. 
Jury trials. 



Vermont Supreme Court 
Court 0' la.t roeort 
5 Justice. 
'January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning Flied 
pending 

End Disposed pending 

Cases: 
App .. la: 

Civil " ••• , •• " •••••••••• l. X Ql64 224 X 
Criminal .................. X 68 64 X 
other appeals ............ X N/A 5 X 
Juvenile •••••••••• 1' •••••• X 10 8 X 
Post corwlotlon ... I ...... X 5 5 X 
Habeas corpus ........... ---.l! ___ 4 ___ 1 

---.l! 
Total appeals .............. , 243 351 307 287 

Other oaees: 
Original ~llI'OIa: 

Habeas corpus ...... N/A 1 1 N/A 
Extraordinary relief •• N/A 2 3 N/A 
Other ................ 0 1 1 0 

Total 1""101"1110"'0' 1 4 5 0 
Raqu .. 1II to appeal ..... --;- ---4 --0 Total other caees .......... 5 

Total oases' ........ , ........... 244 355 312 287 

other proc8lldlngs: 
R.h •• rlng reqUlltl -----Z. --.&2 -----ll 

___ 3 

Totsl other proceedings ••• " ••• 

Manner 01 dISposition 
Written opinion .......... .. 
P6r curIam •• 0 ••••••• to 1.11 

By court order ........... . 
Stipulation by par-

tlos 0,0 ,0' ~~ I \0. .... '" 'l"'~ 

146 
11 
48 

107 

vermont Superior Court 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
14 cO.Jntle., 7 Judges 

2 20 19 

Disposition 01 appealsb 
Affirmed •• ,. t" •• ,.... •••••• 75 
Reversed.. .. .. .. .. • .. .. • .. • 60 
Partlally affirmed........... 6 
Dismissed ........ ,......... 6 
Other....................... 6 

January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

eMI'; 
DonIHtlO relallon.: 

Matrimonial ••••• j ••••••••••••• If' to •••• t., It , •• t •••••••••••••• , •••• , 

Otlltr civil: 
Civil •••• '" .t. ,.~, "., ......... o.t II ••• ~ ., ••••• ".' •••• f ,., ,to., ••••• 

A;I~al.: 
Miscellanaousb .................... , ... , ........................... . 

Extraordinary wrlll; 
Ha.beas.. corpus •• ~ •••••••.••• ,.,; j '0 •• "' •• f. , •••••••• to ••••••••••• , 

Total olvll ••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,., ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal": 
F.lony., ",. """ ••••.••••..... , •...•.•••• ,0, ••• ,"" 0/'" ••••••••••••• 
MIIC!@meanor .......................................................... . 
Extr.Ordlnary wrlll; 

PostconYlction remedies ........................... , ............. .. 

Grand total,., •••••••• ; ••• 1, ••••• 1 •••• " •• , •• , _", •••• , '0' •••• , ••••••• , •• , •••• 

3 

Jury 
Trial' 

Non-jury Total 
Olvlld ••••••• ,., ••••• H 93 
Criminal............. 3 

1,018 1,111 
4 

Total .............. 96 
1 

1,019 1,115 

Boldface headings Indicate the cl811Slfications used by the NCSP. 

'A civil case Is counted with the Illing of a petition or complaint. 
bfncludee both civil and criminal appeals as well as habeas corpus and post­

convtctlon remedies under civil appeal •• 
~e criminal IIIIng Instrument Is tho Information/Indictment. 
"CIvil trials Include only trials for regUlar civil cases. Does not Include trials for 

matrimonial cases. 
'A lury ltinlls counted If It 10 tried to lIerdlct: a non-lury If It Is tried to completion. 

Vermont '~~3 

Boldface headings Indloate the clallSlfloations used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/A - This case type Is handled by the court, but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data fot this case type aro known to be Inclu~ed In the tolal. Data were 

not p-~!!Iable by category for this case type. 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tablee. 
b'fhesa figures Include disposition of appeal. and origin. I flI'OCeedfng. by 

opinion only. 

SOurca: O/llce of the Court Administrator, Judicial Statistics lor YfpJr Ending 
DtlComber 31, 1915 (Montpelier, Vermont). Source of caase anc!'ago of pending 
case data are available. Statistics are from tl1e annual report axoapt that totals have 
been computed, where nocessery, and additional data have sometlmee been 
supplied during verification by tho state court administrator or the Ci6rk of tho 
appeals court. 

Beginning 
pending Flied 

12,194 2,741 

3,819 3,176 

512 341 

4 1a 

6,529 6,275 

5 20 
4 0 

11 24 

20 44 

6,549 6,319 

Criminal dispositions 

Nolle prollSe ..... " ......... 
Guilty plea .......... 0" ..... 

DispOsed 

2,533 

3,113 

357 

17 

6,020 

14 
4 

27 

45 

6,065 

1 
2 

End 
pending 

2.402. 

3,a61 

496 

5 

6,764 

11 
o 
8 

19 

6,803 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator. Judicial Statistics lor Year Ending 
December31, 1975(Montpeller, Vermont). Statistics are from the year ending report 
except that totals have boon computed, Where necellSary, and additional data have 
aometlmee been supplied during verlllcation by the state court administrator. 
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Vermont District Court 
Court of general Jurisdiction 
15 clrcul!s, 11 Judges 
January 1, 1975-Decemoor 31, 1975 

Civil': 
Smell clalma ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Domestic relatione: 

URESA cRses ............ , ....................... , ............... .. 
Mental health: 

Mentally III commitments ••• "" ................................... . 
Other civil: 

Civil ••••••••••••••• , •••• , ••••••••••••••• , •• " •••••••• , ••• , •• , ••••• ,. 

Total ciVil ••• " •• " •• it •• to •••••••• ". II •• , It" it to, f" I •••• t ••• , I ••••••• 0, 

Ctlmlnalb; 
Felony; , •••• ,."., ".' •••• I.' •• " ,0.I""f it. , ••••• Of ,., •• "'011' ••• , to. 

Mladtmeanor., 111,"lII' '1' I. "1 t "" II t I, .1; •••••• , •• ","'11,11"1'110, 

Trl"lo •.• ' .•.. '1' •••• 0.' ••••••• 1." ••••• ,1 ••• ' •• """' •••••• "'1,,110"0 

Total criminal ••• t ,., """" It' "'" ".," ,'1" 0,'1,1" •• ". "' .,11' "'tl' j 

Juvenile: 

Total Juvenile ,. '~I) ••• , ""~I"""'" to,., t, t to.t.; •• , •• ,' "'" ., ••••••••• 

Grand total ••••••••• , •••• ,1.1 ••••• , ••••••••• ,., •••• , .,., ••• ""'tl' .1 ••••••• 0 

Tria/d 
Jury Non-jury 

Civile.. ... ... .. .. ... .. 3 492 
Criminal ............. 166 457 

Total .............. 169 949 

Boldfaco headngs Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 

'A civil case Is counted with the filing of a petition or complaint. 

Total 
495 
623 

1,118 

"The criminal filing Instrument Is the Information/Indictment or complaint. 
CClvll trials Include only trials for regular civil cases (other civil). 
dA Jury trial Is counted If It Is tried to verdict; a non·Jury If It Is tried to completion. 

Selected case categories-limited JurIsdiction courts 

Vermont Probate court 
19 districts 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Domestic relations: 
Adoptions •••••• , •• ,', ••• , I •••• t. " ••••••••••• , ••••••••• , ••••••••• , •••••• 

Change of name ..................................................... .. 
V!tal records ................................. , ........................ .. 
Pre-marriage matters ................................................. .. 

Total domestic relations ................................................ .. 

Probate: 
Decedent estates and 

testamentary trusts. "~""'!' ., •• , , ••• ,1.' •••••• , •••••••••••••.•• j. j. 
Gifts to minors ••• '.~. "f " •••••• 0 •• 1, •• 0._ ••••• ,.' •• j •••••••• , ••••••••• 

Guardlanshlps I., •••• ,1.', t •• ,,'111, ., •••• , ••• , ••••••• t.,' .. t ••• ,! •• , •• , 

Total probate •••••• , .,., ••• , ••• ,II" .~~, •••• , .,.,," II,. '"., •••• 't"""" 

MenIal health: 
Alcohol and drug commitments .... "., ............................... . 

Total mental health ...................................................... . 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NeSp. 

'Change In pending does not equal difference In filings and dispositions because 
pending figures do not Include cases commenced prior to January 1, 1970. for these 
two categories. Numll.~r, are as reported In the annual report. 

Beginning 
pending 

9,303 

1,360 

8 

4,920 

15,591 

890 
3,099 
j!.043 

8,032 

267 

21,890 

Flied Disposed 

11,276 11,323 

643 442 

297 286 

3,257 3,800 

15,473 15,851 

2,381 
14,549 
4§,Q9j 

2,247 
14,105 
4~,7il8 

82,001 81,090 

9118 980 

78,442 77,921 

Criminal dIspositions 

Nolle prosse ........... "... 3,697 
Guilty plea .................. 63,301 

End 
pending 

9,256 

1,561 

19 

4,377 

15,213 

1,004 
3,643 
2,39!l 

8,943 

255 

22,411 

Source: Office ()f the Court Administrator, JudicIal Statistics for Year Ending 
December 31, 1975(Montpeller, Vermont). Statistics are from the ysar ending report 
except that totals have been computed, where necessary, and additional data liave 
sometimes beer/ supplied dU"ng verification by the stote court administrator. 

Beginning Flied Clsposed End 
pending pending 

118 641 627 132 
10 132 130 12 
49 476 430 95 

0 669 669 0 

17.7 1,918 1,856 239 

4,013' 2,117 1,870 4,382' 
2 1 1 2 

2,571' 697 400 2,998' 
6,588 2,815 2,271 7,382 

0 3 3 0 
0 3 3 0 

Source: Office of the Court Administrator, Judicial Statlst/cs for Year Endlnt; 
December 31, 1975 (Montpelier, Vermont). Statistics are from the year ending rllport 
except that totals have been computed, where necessary, and additional data have 
sometimes been supplied durl.ng verification by the state court administrator. 



+ Indicates route of appeal. 

Vjrginia court system, 1975 

SUPREME COURT 
7 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate jurisdiction. .. 
• Judicial censure, retirement, and 

removal. 

CIRCUIT COURTS (30) 
103 judges 
JurlsdlcHon: 
• Civil actions over $500. Cases In whlcl, 

the state Is a party (In city of Rlchmon d). 
• Criminal cases for which person can be 
sentenced to the state penitentiary. 

Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials. 

~----------~---------.----

DISTRICT COURT (31) 
147.5 Judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions under $5,000. 
• Misdemeanors, ordinance violations, 

traffic, felony preliminaries. 
No jury trials. 

Virginia 225 
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Virginia Supreme Court 
Court of last resort 
7 Justlees 
January 1, 1975-Dacomber 31, 1975 -
Cases: 

Appeale: 
Petitions to appeal: 

Granted: 
Civil ....................................................... .. 
Crimlnal ••• , •••• , •••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Habeas corpus ........................................... .. 

Cases decided: 
By opinion •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••• 
By order ••••••••••••••••• , ................. t, ••••••••••••••••••• 

Granted petitions lell to be argued ............................. .. 

Total appeals .• o 00 ••• , ••• 0. '0' ••• ~ ••••• 1, , •• , ••• to •••• to ••••••••• 0' .... 

Other cases: 
Original proceedings: 

Writs acted on: 
Habeas corpus .••••• ,. f •••• t •••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Mandamus ................................................ . 
Prohibition ................................................ . 

Writs not acted on , .••.• 'tt ••••••• of _, •• 0.,. It, ""1." ••• t. ,. 
Total ................................................. ", ...... .. 

RequHta 10 appeal: 
Petitions to appeal 

and lor original 
juMsdlct!on: 

Flied ...................................................... . 
Grants (moved to 

appeals) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Withdrawn ...................................... " ....... .. 

Refused criminal) ....................................... .. 
Refused ~CIVII) ......................................... _ ... 

Refused habeas corpus) ............................... .. 
Not acted on ................................................. . 

Total ••••••• " •••••.•. , ••••••.•••••••••••••..••.•••.•. II •••••••••• 
Totel other cases .............................. , ................... .. 

Total cases- ..... .............................................. , ......... . 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing requelle......................................... .. ........ . 

Total other proceedings ....................................... , ......... .. 

Manner of dlspo.. _ 'on 
Written opinion.............. 171 
By order ..................... 54 
Withdrawn.. .. .. .. .. • • .. • .. .. • 21 

Boldface headings Indicate the classlllcations used by the NC ~SP. 
NI A - This case type Is handled by the court. but the' data are unavailable. 
X & The data for thfs case type are known to be Included I n the total. Data were 

not available by category for thfs case type. 
- - • Not applicable. 

"Those case totals are the ligures brought forward for Inc :Iuslon In Part I tables. 
"All numbera except rehearing requolta ara filed. dlsposec I. and pending petitions 

tor appeal or original jurisdiction. ' 
"Appeall and olhor ca ... pending at the start of the yea r were computed besed 

on IIII,ngs, dispositions, and year-end pendlngs In these catet aorles. 
"194 requ"lta 10 appeal that were granted wera d~ucta d by the NCSP steff from 

the total petitions lIIed (to avoid double counting) and wer a listed as appeals l11ed. 
OAt the end of 1975, there Were 124 petitions 10 appeal tI ,at had been granted but 

not decided by the court. 

--Beginning 
pending 

X 
X 
X 

X 

151" 

X 
X 

X 
X 

160 

331 bo 

N/A 
N/A 

Flied 

138 
53 
3 

194bd 

1,526 

(-194)d 

1,332 
1,332'; 

1.526bd 

Ai 
61 

Disposition of appeals 
Affirmed ................. .. 
Reversed ................. . 
Petition 

refused ................ .. 
Withdrawn" ............. .. 
Other .................... .. 

73 
96 

1,065 
21 
54 

Disposed 

171 
50 

221 

94 
35 
3 

132 

21 
310 
723 
52 

1.106 
1.238 

1,459b 

61 
61 

End 
penellng 

x 
X 
X 

124 

34 
34 

240 
240 
274 

3981>0 

N/A 
N/A 

Source; Office of the executive Secretary, Supreme Court, State of the Judiciary 
Report 1975 (Richmond, Virginia). Also telephone contact With the clerk of tho 
Supreme Court. Statistics are from the annual report except that totels have been 
computed. where necessary, and additional date have sometimes been supplied 
dUring verilication by the state court administrator or the clerk 01 the appeals court. 



Virginia Circuli Court 
Court o. gonoral Jurisdiction 
30 circuits, 103 Judgos 
January 1, 1915-December 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending' Flied 

Civil": 
LaW •......•..•• ;I;; •••••••••••• 27,996 26,170 
Equity ......................... 51,062 36,768 

Total civil .................. , ..... 79,058 62,938 

Crlmlneld: 

Felony ............ ............. 6.494 22,427 
Misdomeanor ... ....•. '" ...... 4.926 19.217 

Total criminal· ••••••••••••••••••• 11.420 41.644 

Grand total ......................... 90,478 104.582 

Tria/' 
Jury Non-Jury 

Civil' ................ N/A 

Disposed 

23.830 
_35,733 

59,563 

21.960 
19.670 

41.630 

101.193 

Total 
N/A 

Criminal ............. 
1,988' 
2,728 37.869 40.597 

Total .............. 4,716 N/A N/A 

End 
pending 

30,336 
52.097 

82,433 

6.961 
4,473 

11.434 

93.867 

Virginia 227 

, , 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/ A - this case type Is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 

'Beginning of the year pending was calculated from filings. dispositions. and end 
pending. 

bA civil case Is counted with the "ling of a petition or complaint. 
·Appeal cases are Imbedded In the other case categories. 
"The criminal unit of count Is the number of defendants on each Indictment. 
'A jury trial Is counted whon the jury Is sworn; a non-Jury trial whon there Is an 

opening statement or the Introduction of any evidence. . 
'CIvil jury trials Include only jury trials on law cases: do not Include jury trials for 

equity cases. 

Source: Office of the Executive Secretary. Supreme Court, State o( fhe JudicIary 
Report 1975 (Richmond. VIrginIa). Statistics are from thl; report except that totals 
have been cllmputed. where necessary. and additional dala have sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the state court administrator. 

. ,~ 

, ;) 

>: 
J 
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Washington court system, 1975 

Constitutionality of statute. 
Conflicting statutes or rules of law. 

MUNICIPAL COURTS (239) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Municipal ordinance violations (fine 
less than $500, sentence less than 
6 months). 

t Indicates route of appeal. 

SUPREME COURT 
9 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Hears direct appeals wherein actions of state 
officals are Involved, where constitutionality of a 
statute Is questioned, where conflicting statutes 
or rules of law are Involved, or where the Issue Is 
of broad public Interest. 

• Aggrieved party has right of review when reversal 
In Court of Appeals Is not unanimous; otherwise 
review Is discretionary. _ 

COURT OF APPEALS (3) 
12 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Hears appeals from lower courts 
except those In the Jurisdiction 
of the Supreme Court. 

SUPERIOR COURT (28) 
100 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• All civil matters except small claims. 
Exclusive Jurisdiction over probate, divorce, and 
annulment. 

• All criminal matters except minor criminal. 
• Exclusive Jurisdiction over Juvenile. 
Appeals are heard de novo. 
Jury trials. 

, 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
COURTS (6) 

DI$TRICT COURT (69) 
Jurisdiction: 

Jurisdiction: 
• Misdemeanors (fine less thal1 $100, 
sentence less than 30 days), traffic, 
preliminary hearings. 

Jury trials. 

• CII/II actions under $1 ,000, small 
claims. 

• Misdemeanors (fine less than 
$500, sentence less than 6 months), 
traffic, felony preliminaries. 

Jury trials. 



Washington Supremo Court 
Court of last resort 
9 Justices 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Beginning Filed Disposed End 
pending pending 

Cases: 
Appeal;: 

Civil ...................... 125 130 135 
CrIminal .................. ---..£(! ---M -~ 

Total appeals .............. 153 155 160 

Other cases: 
Original proclHldlnga: 

Habeas corpus •••••• 1:1 21 27 
Disciplinary .......... 4 4 4 
Writs of review ...... 23 89 88 

Total ................... 39 114 119 
RequoalS 10 appeal: 

Petitions for review: 
Civil ............. 28 127 123 
Criminal ••••••••• 13 108 98 

Total ................... __ 4_1 ----1§ --ID 
Total other cases .......... 60 349 

Total cases· .................... 233 504 

Manner of disposition 
Wrillen opinion........... 161 
Writ denied.............. 251 
Transfer. '" • • .. .. • • • • •• • • 48 
Dismissed ................ 4·0 

Washington Court 01 Appeals 
Iniemiedlate appellate court 
3 divisions, 12 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

340 

SOO 

120 
---..£(! 

148 

6 
<I 

24 
34 

32 
23 

---..Ji§ 
89 

237 

Beginning ~lled Disposed End 
pendlr~ pending 

Cases: 
Appeal.: 

Civil ...................... 920 974 777 
Criminal ................. ~ ~ ~ 

Total appeals.o. ............ 1.369 1,467 

Other cases: 
Original pnlC8edlnga: 

Habeas corpus •••••• 6 21 
Writ of review ....... 47 167 
C & R 7.7 cases .... 7 164 

Total ••••••••••••••••••• 60 352 
RequHIS 10 appeal ..... 

Total ott..~r cases .......... 60 352 

Total casllB· .... , ................ 1,429 1,819 

Manner of disposition 

~=~r~~:~~~~::::::::::: 605 
145 
689 By order ................ . 

1,119 

22 
158 
140 
320 

320 

1,439 

1,117 
..-!iQQ 

1,717 

5 
56 
31 
92 

92 

1.809 

Washington 229 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications us;.ld by the NCSP. 

"These case totals are the figures brought forward for Inclusfon In Part I tables. 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts. 19th Annual Report 1975. 
revised (OI!lll1pla, WaShington). Tlme-to-dlsposltlon-of-csse data are also available. 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed, where 
necessary, and additional data have sometimes belen supplied during verification by 
the state court administrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 

Boldface headings Indlcata the, classfflcatlons used by the NCSP. 
Blank space - Not enough Information Is known. The case category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 

"These eliSe totals are the flgurds brought forward for Inclusion In Part I tables. 

Source: Office of the Administrator for the Courts, 19th Annual Report 1975, 
revised (Olympia, Washington). Tlme-to-dlsposltlon-of-case data are also available. 
Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have been computed. where 
necessary. and addilional data have sometimes been supplied during verification by 
the state court administrator or the clerk of the appeals court. 
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Washington Superior Court 
Court 01 general Jurisdiction 
28 courts, 100 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

Civil': 
Auto tort •. l •••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• , ••••••••• 

Non-aulo tort: 
Personal tort ..•.•. 0 •••••••••••• O.j •• ot •••• ~ •• , ••• t, ••••••• , •• to •••• 

Contract 
Commercial ...... j j ••••••••• ,. '" ••• , .................... 1o ••••••••••• , 

Property rtghts: 
Property rights .......... , ........................................ . 
Condemnations .................................................... . 

Total ••••..•....•... , .•.....•.......••.••.•••...•..•..•..••.....•..•... 
Domeltlc retaUone: 

Dissolutions ................................ , ...................... . 
Other domestic relations .......................................... . 

Total ................................................................. . 
Probate ................................................................ . 
Menlat hoalth ........................................................ .. 
Other civil ............................................................. . 
Appeals ••.•.••••..•.•• , ..••..•.•...••.•••.••........... , ...••••••..•••. 
Extraordinary write: 

Writs and Injunctions ............................................ .. 
Total civil ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Crlmlnale: 

Other criminal: 
Crime against persond 0 ••••••••• 1 '0 •• to ••••• • ~.I ••• I ••• • " •••• , •••• 

Crime against property-.......................................... .. 
Uquor/narcotlcs ................................................. .. 
other criminal ..................................................... . 

Total.I •• I.) .................................... ~ •••••• ••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal, ....... to '.\ ••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• ,' ••••••••••• ", ••••••••• , ••••• 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 

Juvenile; 

Total juvenile ........................................................... .. 

Grand total ................................................................ .. 

Jury 

Civil................ 1,124 
Criminal.... ... .... • 1.523 

Total............ 2.647 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications used by the NCSP. 
N/A - this case type Is handled by the court. but the data are unavailable. 
X - The data for thfs case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

iIOt available by category for thfs case type. 

'CIvil cases are counted with the IIIlng of a complaint or petilion. 
bfotal civil dispositions do not Include menial health dispositions. 
dfhe unit of count In criminal CB,ses Is the number of defendants on each 

Information/Indictment. 
"Includes homicide. assault. sex offenses. and robbery as crimes against person. 
'Includes burglary. larceny. and forgery as crimes against property. 
'l'otal dispositions do not Include menial health and Juvenile dispositions. 
'Jury trials are counted when the jury Is sworn; non-Jury trials when the first 

wltnossls sworn. 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

N/A 3,465 X N/A 
N/A 3,281 X N/A 

N/A 17,799 X N/A 

N/A 3,467 X N/A 
N/A 107 X N/A 
N/A 3,574 X N/A 

N/A 31,751 X N/A 
N/A 5,892 X N/A 
N/A 37,643 X N/A 
N/A 15,671 12,152 N/A 
N/A 2,472 N/A N/A 
N/A 5,337 X N/A 
N/A 502 X N/A 

N/A 919 X NIt. 
N/A 90,663 76,829" N/A 

N/A 2,195 X NfA 
N/A 4,901 X NfA 
NfA 2,235 X N/A 
N/A 1,672 X N/A 
N/A 11,003 X N/A 
N/A 3,045 X N/A 

N/A 14,048 14,284 N/A 

N/A 11,929 N/A N/A 

N/A 116,640 91,113' N/A 

Trials' 
Non-Jury Total 

6,309 7,433 
773 2,296 

7,082 9,729 

Sourca: Office ot tlWl Administrator for the Courts. 19th Annual Report 1975 
(Olympia. Washington). Statistics are from the annual report except that totals have 
been computed. where necessary, and additional data have sometimes been 
supplied during v9rlflcallon by the state court administrator. 

--------------------~-. --------------------------------------------
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West Virginia court system, 1975 

COUNTY COMMISSIONS (55) 
Jurisdiction: 

. • Exclusive jurisdiction In probate, mental 

SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Appellate jurisdiction In civil matters over $1001 in cases Involving constitutionality of a law, and In 
felony and misdemeanor cases from Circuit 
Court. 

CIRCUIT COURT (31) 
58 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions over $100. 
• Unlimited original criminal Jurisdiction. 
Appeals de novo. 
Jury trials 

MAGISTRATE COURTS (55) 
148 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• Small claims and landlord·tenant under $1,500. 
• Misdemeanors and traffic with fine less than 
~1,OOO or sentence less than 12 months. Felony 
prellmlarles. 

MUNICIPAL COURT (54) 
54 judges 

commitments, guardianship and settlement of 
accounts 

Jurisdiction: 
• Misdemeanors, traffic, ordinance violations. 
No jury trial. 

t Indicates route of appeal. 
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West Virginia Supreme Court 01 Appealo 
Court of last resort 
5 Justices 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

cases: 
,i\g!~II~ 

Total appea\s. _ ~ ~t. _ •••••••• Of .............. ~.* ••• I" 0"" to. It ••• _ ' ••• 

Other cases: 
O1lglnal proceeding ... 

Habeas corpus .1.t •• lI •••••••••••••• t ••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••• , •• 

Mandamus •••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••• , ••• I- ••••••• , •• tj •• io •• o. 

Prohibition •••••••••••••• , •• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 ••• t.' 
Disciplinary " ........................... , .......... , ........ , , , 
Other •••••••••••••••• t •••• lt ••••• " •••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• 

Total •••••••• , ••• , • I , •••••••••••••• , ~ •• t •••••• I •• t ................ . 

Raquette 10 appeal"; 
Petitions for appeal: 

Civil ••••••••••••••••••••• <i ........... i •••• j. •• t.t •••••••••• ~ .. 

CrimInal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Olher appeals, .. , •• " •• , .. ,', ..... ,."." ....... , ....... .. 

Tol.JlI , .......... f ...... , ........................ fl ............ t ................. ~ .. .. 

Total other cases ••••••• , .................................. , ••••••••• o 

Total C01\09· ••••••••• , , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 •••••••••• ,_ 

Other proceedings: 
Rehearing roqueatl. t ••••••••••••••• ,. OJ ••• , •••••••••••••• t •••••• , ~ ..... 

Total other proceedings I.~' .t ........... , ••• ~ •... __ t., ••• '0 •••••• ,.~' ••••• 

Seglnnlng 
pending 

N/A 

N/N 

6 
1 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

7 

3 
4 
0 
7b 

14 

14" 

Mannor of disposition (matured cases)' 
Wrltlon opinion.................... 95 
DIsmissal .... , ........... , .. , .... •• 6 
Other .............................. 13 
Undecided ................. , ..... ,. 5 

Boldface headings Indicate the classifications Used by the NCSP, 
N/ A - This ease type Is handled by Ihe court, but the data are unavallilble. 

"These cas~, totals are tho flgurli$ broUght fOlWBrd for KlCIusion In Port I tables. 
!West Virginia does not have an automatic appeal In elth6r civil or criminal C8909. 

Case accounting provided by the court consists of accounting for petitions for 
appeal flied and acted on. Data are not maintained regarding appeal. as a separate 
category. 

<Original proceedings cases are also heard on a discretionary basis. 

Flied Disposed End 
pending 

N/A N/A Nlll 
NlN N/N N/N 

347 337 10 
27 27 N/A 
29 29 NIl., 
1 1 NIA 

23 23 NIA 
427 417 10 

132 117 15 
67 8'1 6 
74 72 2 
2~b 270b 23" 

720b 687b 33" 

720 687 33-

10 11 g 
10 6 2 

<>Matured cases are cases set on the argument docket and disposed of during 
1975. These cososlnclude rec;ue ... 10 appeal granted (but not acted on) prior to 
1975, original pnlCOedlngl In which a ruling was made returnable In 1915, and a 
fijW reque.t. to appeal which were both granted and acted on during 1975. 

"Pending at end of year do not add up. Numbers are 89 provided by the court, 
Source: Clerk's unpUblished review 01 Blotter, Order Books. and Dockets. 
Sourco-of-casos. time-to-dlsposltlon, and ego-of·pendlng-cases data are available. 

We lit Virginia Circuit Court 
Court 0: general Jurisdiction 
31 clrculta, 58 Judges 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 
'There wore no dala available for the Circuit Court for 1975. Data were collected for 
1976 and will be used In State Court Case/oad Statistics: Annual Report. 1976. 

Selected case categories-limited Jurisdiction courts 

West VIrginia County Commissions 
55 commissions 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 
Thero wore no data available for PfUbala or mentel heatth cases hendled by the 
County Comml8lll0ns. 



------------------

Wisconsin court s'ystem, 19'75 

SUPREME COURT 
7 JU'stices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Final appellate Jurisdiction over all 
oourts In state, 

• Limited orIginal JurisdIction In cases 
of stateWide concefn, 

I ~ 

_'''''_-..A-_____ __. 
CIRCUIT COURT (26) 
53/udges 
JUrisdiction 

COUNTY COURT (70) 
127/udges 

... Jurisdiction: .411-.. -------... . Unlimited civil. 

Wl~n.ln 233 

• OrigInal cIvil (except probate, small 
claims), 

• Original criminal. 
• No Juvenile JUrisdiction. 

• Unlimited criminal (except In 
Milwaukee CountYi only misdemeanor). 

• Exclusive juvenlle Jurisdiction, 
Appeals. Jury trials, 
Jury trials. 

------------~~ 

+ Indlc~lIes route of appeal. 

MUNICIPAL JUSTICE COURT (164) 
154 Justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• Municipal ordInance vIolation with 

fine less thlll1 ~'1IJO, sentence leas 
than 6 monthf 

No Jury trials, 
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Wllcon.ln Supreme Court 
Court of I." re.ort 
7 lUltlc'l 
AugUlt 13, 1874-Augult 11, 1876 

0 .... : 
App4!III: 

Clvlll'I"""I'I"I"4111111Itl""t"ftll'I,,"'II'"11111111111"'1 

State" tllllllllll'III'I'IIIII"":IIIIII"IIIIIIIIIII'IIIIII1""'11 

No-m.rlt ca"lll f III1IIIIIIIIIII 1'1 fllllllll' IIII "lltll tlill IIIIII 

Total app.all.11111 "'111,,11.,111111 filii III '11111 I 1,,111111111111111 

Olher cuee: 
Orlglnll pf'OOl'ldlnglllllll" Itt III lit II'H'III'I'" '''111111'1 I ft n 
n.qu •• tt to Ippell'llllllllllllllll,"1111111 f 1111111111111" I •• f 

p.tltlons for pOlt-oonvlotlon writ" H j II n It II II t 1IIIIifftll'''III, I 

Total other ca ••• I 'fi~IIIII" ,111111111111111111111 II '1111.,111111 IIII 

Total ou ••• IIII""II'I'I ... ~ I" III "1'1 •••• f"" ,III "I.t,I,II" IIIIIII11I 

Olh,r procm,dlngl: 
"'iltarlng. rtqU"~i 11111'111111"'111, 1'1'1'1'" I' 1II"'tl' I" ,,111 t, II 

otlltr mllttre: 
Motion. 11'111'1'" II" '1'11"" 1111111111"11, " "",,'11" ",! '1,1 

Foreign bar admllilon"1 HI" lI'I'ft'I,It .. 1111", Htftl fI"H' II' 

Total I I ,,111, """ "" 111111111'11 f I, •• , IIII t, I t ~I til. t,f t I f I" II'" 1,1 

Total othor procaodlngl""I"""llt"""'I"I'" "".,,1,. It 1,"1111,. 

Manner of dI5p06/tlon 
Publlshod wrllton cplnlon .. " .. 301 
PUblished per curiam.......... 17 
Unpubll~ed per curiam........ 185 
Terminated wlthcul cplnlon.... 177 

Bcldlnce heMlnga Indicate tho classifications used by tho Nesp. 
Blank apace - Nct enough Information Is kncwn. Tile CI'I80 Clliegory mayor may 

nct be hllndled by Iho ccurt. 
N/A .. Thla case type Is handled by tho court. but the data are unavailable. 

O'Tholl8 caee Iclal. are the Ilgur.~ brcught IClWard lor Inclusion In Part I lables. 
bIllato call80 docketed (bQglnnlng pending plusllled) Include 216 orlmlnal cases, 

6 dllclpllnary cllees. and 11 crlglnal actlcn oa .... 
'filing. ar" IlQunt8d Icr Ihe period March 1-February 28. Tho n-w IlIIngslcr Ihe 

1974 tarm oover Ihe period March 1, 1974-Fobruary 28.1975. Oaees lIIed alt.r 
F.bruary :16. 19711, are plac.d cn Ille calendar Icr the 19751erm. 

dfht Ilato's annual repcrt Indlcatos Ihat the tclal cllerml~ated OBles and caNS 
carried cver 10 the 1975 term dOlI' ncl ,qual the Icl8! number cl cuos dockoted lor 
Ihe 10T4 term because one c .... dilmllllld dUring Iho 1974 term, bul laler 
relnslal.d, was ccunted twlce-once In the termlnatlcn column and cnce In Ihe 
carry-over cclumn. 

,AW p 

Beginning Flied DI,poled End 
pending pending 

G18 455 <187 G311 
66b 171· 182 1111 

N/A ga aa t!'~ 
362" 718bo 711 390 

N/A <Ie <ltI N/A 

NW za za t!'~ 
NW 122bo 122 N/A 

362' MObo 833d 390d 

N/A <18 48 N/A 

N/A 1811 185 N/A 
N/A 27 27 N/A 
W~ 2la 212 ti'~ 
N/A 260 260 N/A 

Dlsp08/t1on of appealll 
Affirmed •• ,qt,.,u. 316 
Roversed 1",,'1"" 55 
Olamlssoc:f'I'I'II"" 172 
Affirmed/reversed •• 33 
Afflrmed/dlamleaed • 2 
Afflrm8d/vacated ••• 7 
Allirmed/modlfled •• 16 
Vacated ",.,,",_,,1 7 
Other", •• " ••• "". 15 

Source: Admlnl.tralcr cl tho Ocurll, Judlel,,/ St.I/,'1cI1976 (MAdison, WiICWn­
lin). Slall,tie8 are Ircm Iho annual roport fI~c.pllhat Iclall have been ccmput!ld, 
where noce .. ary, and addllicnal dab have ecm,tlmes betn luppllsd durlng 
vlrlllCllllcn by t~. Iialo ccurt admlnlelraicr cr Ihl clerk cf Ihe appeals ccurt. 



Wllconlln 236 

WlaCOnllnl Clrcuii Ccurt and County Court 
Courtl ofl gtntral Jurlldlcllon 
28 clrcull!t, 63 Judgell; 70 countllt, 127 Judgt. 
toIanuary '~, 1976-Cectmbtr 31, 1&715 -EltglnnlrtJ Fila<! Nett Olepos.d End 

e!ndlng .!!lInlllrred pending 
CIvIJ~ 

Ltw: 
Mon~ Judgment: 

X roult Court •• , 1'", 1,"1'111' I It 1111'1' 8722 X 0,824 ~ ,~ountv Oourt ,. It II t Itl""'I IIII II I' II, X 18:1111 X 18,708 
Totall' ~ 11111111111111" It IIIII IIIIIIII f 1,1'111' 11l,3~g 2",87(1 +1,783 26,1132 18,433 

Unoll!! •• 11I11d Iorl: 
PermoI'll InJury: 

X X X o I~UIt COurt. i H'I n IUIHIII" lIll "u, ","S4 ",310 
OtJunty Court t 1,11111 till UUH II'" '* .. X 1,31~ X 1,3110 X 

Toll,III'IIIIIIIII""III""""t'III"'I" 7,C211 11,608 +31 ll,e60 8,102 
Pro~!1Y dlm,ge: 

OI~OUlt eourt"'1 ftt It 1IIIIIIlIIIlI It 11" )( 8150 )( 448 X 
04 unty Oourt I ,nHH 1111111111,1 H IIIII X /lOll X fl28 X 

Tou""", .• ,!."",., •• ", •. t" •• """.,. 1,4111 1,11111 -111 g74 1,6111 
Tot.IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII~1111'lllt"tllllll'llllllll 11,410 e,SII!O +111 O,1l3<I 11,783 

Iml" OIIIMI: 
Olroult COurt 'lilt till I' 1,11111111,,, H I Hili )( II X 191 )( 
COunty Courtlll til' "'tt III "Illi i 'It t" 11'1 )( 90,691 X 103,335 X 

Total'lt"'III'1 II I 1IIIt 11,1" li~ 111,11111111111. 14,1l30 IIl1,eoo +1,187 103,e~6 11,691 
Domtollo ~11.Uonft: 

Olvora.,: 
CI~Qult CgUrtlll'I ••• 11111111111111111111 X 11,839 )( 7002 X 
COlJnty COurt H'" II II HI'" It III III H'I X 12,272 X 11:831 X 

Totalllllll ••• '.I.,.IIIIIII., •• I •• I.,III •• I. 18,809 18,911 +813 1M33 10,760 
L'Q!l1 •• p;rat!on: 

Clresult Court.I.IIII.f.l.tlll ••••••• I"" X 201 )( 134 )( 
Co~Jnty Court I. '1'1' III I •• I •• I' •• ~ I' • I" X 322 X 310 X 

TOtall'"I'I.t"'II"""II'I'.'~."""~'" 881 523 ·22 444 938 
AnnulmllOt: 

>: Olr(:ult oourt"., ..... ' ...... I •• H'I. UI' 118 X sa )( 

CO\ltIty COUrt'.f~J'II"""I'I"""I'" X 241 X 285 X 
Total''>I'"'''I''.'.''I'!'''I''''''''''''''' 287 :159 +17 353 310 

Reclgrqeal support: 
)( )( IN:ult Court •• ,11 1'1'11"", "II" II.t,. l,C8S X 243 

County COurt. I' 1'1"" ""'1'11.' , •• ,1' )( 1,845 X 2,037 X 
"otal '\II.,.t"" ""1.,1111'" II' II t I "'11' 2,t130 2,731 ·71 2,280 2,410 

Pal6mlfy: 
Clr,f:u7: Court., 1'1' '1"'1" "h"1 .,tI h. X 40 )( 51 )( 

CCt.'iunt)- Court ••• t'ttl""""II'II· HI'I X 2,887 )( 2,302 X 
Total,.""'."",." •••• iI"""I",., ••• I,, 1,835 2,927 ·190 2,353 2,219 

Pelillorl to remarry: 
)01, )( )( CII~W: OOurtlll"UH" ..... ,I.,IHUH 738 122 

Oounty Court t.,H ... " .. rh' •• Hhllli. )( 1,472 X 2,058 X 
Tobll •• III"tt.llli •• 'I' •••• I •••• , ••••• " •• 238 2,208 -63 2,180 201 

other· family: 
X )( Clh'Cult CO\lrt.'.,'., •••• t'III~ ••••••••••• 81 61 X 

Cloun~ Oourt, 't',I"'" t~.", I'" i' f I •• , I X 585 X 483 X 
Total':II.IIII"" ••••• I"I ••• I.I.'.III •• " 3BIS 586 ·211 1534 4B8 

AdO~jtlon' il." ' •••• 0 •• 1' .... 1' •• 1 ••• " "'tH N/A NtA N/A 2,~~ N/A 
Pub 10 wlltanooo"I"II'''I'''''''III'''''1 NIP. NI'" N/A N/A 

1\)t&I.ltlt ••••• t'.llt •• 't •• _t ••••••• 't.»I.IIII.i. 24,II23d 28,tl21ld +2151ld 30,0<16 2B,328c 
I'IIVlb'CI.:' 

It,ta~ ....... I 1>. ~ .. I. I if., •• '.,1 J I' i 'I" IIII •• 17~Yl 13~1 0 14,198 17~~ 
GU~rdlan.hlp· It .,1' "" •• n" fI.fll ,nt'l H' N/A 2,~~~ TrutI;tao 'I" II" i t I"'" III. 1., Ii IIII i. I';"" N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Dth"" probate' I " 'ttl, 'f, Ii, •• , ••• , ••••• ,H' N/A N/A N/A 27,722 N/A 

Total •• I. ,t I t. ~"'I' t '1""", j •• _ ••• ', ••• ,., '1' 17,792d 13,1548d Od 45,1~8 17,144d 

MQIII.. hellth: 
N/A N/A N/A 3,040 coJnmltm'tnteo Ill'" "', •••• I. It III .. " ""'" N/A 

CttItr ~YlI: 
)( )( )( OInlult COurt i.,l ••• lllflll,III".".I •• "", 04,888 4,455 

~nty COurt, " .. 01 ""01",,, "" .. " """ X 11,951 X 10,179 X 
Tota ., •• I.,., I ~ I"" 1 f,1 1 I, .,, t'~ ., •• ',. "1, ••• 11,017 1",639 +22d 14,8154 9,217 

Ap~.ll: 
X 7eg X 1547 )( Clfoult COurt ............ " .. '· ... I .......... 

CQunty COurt"I' I'" ,. 'I i'I'II"I""'" "I, X 13 J( II X 
Tota&l'l.llf""""""""""'I"'I"""""" ---~ Z§i ±~ ~§~ ~Q 

total CiVil. Itt""""""'I'I,., 1"'41 ~"''''II'H' \10,923" 188,732" +3,511 d 2211.143 91,1154" 

(COntinUed) 

_____________________ ....... ___ -1 



::38 Slate Court Prolllel 

Wllconlln Circuit Court and County Court (continued) 

Criminal': 
Felony: 

Circuit Court. I ••••• ,0 •••• II i ,. i I ,.,. to., •••• 
County Court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total. f "0' '0" II .,1 •• , •• , ••••• ~IIII"I' ,, ••• " i 

Milldem •• nor: 
Circuit Court ""1"""""""" ,I, i <1'" to. 

County Court •••• " •• ,'"1. j ••• ,"," """," 

Totall •••••• , .• , •.••••••.••.• ; •• , ..••.•••..•. ". 
Tratllc: 

Clroult Court ............................... . 
County court., •••••• , •• ,. ,. '11,,'1,'0' ., •••• 

Total •••••• ,'t,; ••••• , •••• , •••• , ••• " ••••••••• ,. 
Olher criminal: 

Forfeitures: 
Circuit Court"IIII'" '111 ., •• , •• '111t Of' 

County Court .......... " ............ , .. 
Total •• ",., •••• ,I .... , ...........• , .. , ... . 

Speolal proceeding: 
Circuit Court,.o, ... ,I t •• t ",'0 ., •• , ••••• 
County Court .,.,. Of I, •••• ,. ". 1", I~'" 

Total ••••••• f., •• , •.•.•.•.•••••• " •...•.•.• 
Total •••••• ,j,.,j, •...... , .••..•.....•••.. ,., ..• 

T'S~I criminal. I" "" i •••••• ", ••• 1. '0 ••• ' ".",llj 

Ju~II.: 

Totall.uvo"!!~c;I 'I' .,. , •••••••••• tl. tf •••••• , •••••• ,. 

Grand total •••••• ,., ,,. "1, •• I, , ••••• '."'I,'tt •• , •••• 

Civil: 
,Iury 

Circuit Court ............ 646 
County Court .. , ........ 300 

Total.I •.. ,I .. " ...... , ..•• 946 
Criminal: 

Circuit Court ............ 414 
County Court ........... 853 

Total ...................... 1,267 

Totall •• I ••• , ••••••••••••••••• 2,213 

Beginning 
pending 

x 
X 

3,749 

X 
X 

14,473 

X 
X 

37,532 

x 
)( 

1,416 

X 
X 

239 
1.1)55 

59,409 

N/A 

150,332d 

Tria'" 
Non-Jury 

9,751 
54,455 
64,206 

1,424 
40,167 
41,591 

105,797 

Total 

10,397 
54,755 
65,1U 

1,638 
41,020 
42,858 

108,010 

Boldtace headings Indicate the oll!llSltlcatlons 1I9ed by the NCSP. 
Nt A - This case type Is handled by the court. but the dala are unavailable. 
X - The cl!Ita lor this case type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available <lY category lor this case type. 

"'or the purposes of the tables In Part I of thIn annual report the numb<!r 01 net 
transferred caBflll was counted as IIIlngs for positive values and as dlSpi)sltlcns for 
negative values. 

DA civil case Is counted with the filing of a complaint or petition. 
~ee categories are handled In the County Court. 
"Data for Gil categories Were not available for Inclusl~lln the toml. 
'Tho criminal unit of count Is the number ollnformationsllndlctments. 
fJuvenU. dlspOllltions are the number of lormal petItions disposed. 
QA Jury trial Is counted When tho JUry Is sworn; a non-Jllry trial who. 'here Is an 

oponlng otatement or the Introduction of any evidence. 

-

flied 

5,133 
7,127 

12,260 

132 
42,728 
42,860 

209 
350,079 
360,288 

17 
16,902 
15,919 

52 
435 
467 

16,406 

421,814 

NiA 
610,546d 

Net< 
translerred 

X 
X 

-3P1) 

X 
X 

·128 

X 
X 

+464 

X 
X 

-9 

X 
X 

+103 
----±.~ 

+37 

N/A 

+3,541)" 

CrIminal dl!lpositlons 
Dismissed: 

Circuit ............ .. 
County ............. . 

Totsl ................. . 
Guilty plea: 

CircuIt ............ .. 
County ............. . 

Total, •.•...• , .•••••.•• 
Acquittal: 

Circuit ............ .. 
County ............. . 

Total ........... , .... .. 
Trial COi1v1ctlon: 

Circuit ............ .. 
County ............ ,. 

Total ................ .. 

Disposed 

5,516 
6,314 

11,830 

350 
43,799 
44,149 

997 
354 764 
355:781 

42 
15,659 
15,701 

88 
465 
533 

l§,234 

42i"974 

15,760' 

872,877 

1,649 
40,004 
41,653 

2,891 
138,170 
139,061 

171 
2,803 
2,974 

1,667 
38,217 
39,664 

- -End 
pending 

)( 
X 

5,764 

X 
)( 

13,058 

X 
X 

32,523 

~ 
1\ 

1,825 

X 
X 

296 
......:Lill 

53,286 

N/A 

144.440d 

Sourca: Administrator 01 the Courta, Judicial Stlltlstles 1975 (Madison. WIscon­
sin). Statistics are frcm the report eXC0pt that totals have been comp utfld. where 
necessary, and additional data have 80meUmes been supplied durin\! vo rlflcatlon by 
the state court administrator. 

-

--~L:~ ____________________________ ~ __________________ _ 
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JUSTICE COURIT (34) 
34 Justices of peacE) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Civil actions undel' $200 except 
tlile to real estate . 

• Misdemeanors (fine less than $100, 
sentence. lass than.6 months), 
preliminary hearlni~s. 

Jury trll<fs. 

+ Indicates route of IIppeal. 

WyomIng 237 

Wyoming court system, 1975 

, 
SUPREME COURT 
5 justices 
Jurisdiction: 
• General appellate jurlsdlc{lon In civil 

and criminal cases from District Court. 
• orl~lnal Jurisdiction to hear extra· 
ord nary writs. 

j I' 

DISTRldT COURT (7) 
13 judges 
Jurisdiction: 
• General!UrlSdlction In civil. 
· General urlsdlctlon In criminal. 
• Exclusive Juvenile code Jurisdiction. 
(excIUdln~ ordinance and traffic 
violations. 

Appeals on taped records. 
JurY trials. 

f 
MtJNICIPAL COURT (31) 
Jurisdiction: 
• Encluslve Jurisdiction over municipal 
ordinance violations (fine less than 
$100, sentence less than 3 months). 

Jury trials. 

I 

:1 

I 

I 

I 
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Wyoming Supreme Court 
Court of 188t reoort 
5 Justices 
January 1, 1975-December 31, 1975 

, l 

~.J.I;a ___________ , ________ ",~ _________________ • ___ .... _________ , ______ _ 

Cases: 
ApP4!III: 

Civil: •• j ••••••• ,.' ••••• I ••• ".j'."'II ••• , ••• , •• ~ •••• ,.;:., ••••••• " •• 
Sohool districts, ".11,111., j., •• , '111')0' ,~"II"""II" .,., I 

Counties I .. to 0"" ."". 10 ""t i ,.,1"" ,I'" ,,, '0".' "";. 0 •• 
Municipality •• ". "", I •• , ••• ,., t, •••• '''0' ",1. , •• 1 I •••••••••• 
Statt) agency .i •• ,'I ••• til. 0.0"1! ,. ".,., " ••••••••• , •• ,., •• t. 

Probate It I, •• ! I. oil' , •••• , II, I j I •• , 0111,."., II, Itt ••• ,.1 •• ,. I 

Workmen'8 compen8Stlon ""11110"'" ,. t till II' 01,., 1'11 •• 1, 
Justloe of peaoe courts. ""1 11,11'1.,,11'1 I 11.1', I I '1'10' I II 

Parental rights, I , , •• ,' 1'111,." I \"1'1'" II 'I' .,.".,., j. ,'1 III 
Dh/oroa "I ••••••••• ,0.1. 0'" ••• i 0 , ••••• 1'1""11 I I .11111.1' "1 
ReHrved questions, IIII1 I, •.... 1,.,. I'. 1,'0 jill 1 I' "11111, 'I' 
Other civil 0.' 11111111'1 1 '11.101., j~III.I' 111,.11.1110,1111.'.1 

Criminal: ."."1'1111111 •• 111 ••• ,,11111 •• 11 •• 1 ••• ,1.11111111111I1II 
Poat convlotlono, ill j ••• 'I I I j 11,111,.10'1 111111, •• '11111111'111 

Total appeals. III1I III I III 1 11.111' Itll'l j. 1\ III ".111'1"111' I .111 I II 

Other oaae!: 
Original p.roottdlnao, I 'I i. 11'1111,1'1 i 1'1'11 I II' I. j 1111111110. I' I 
RtqUHta to .ppeal III I III1II1I11111 III j II I 1"1' 1111111' 1I1111I1I 

Total other clla,. 111111111. 111111111111,111111,11 II I III 111111,11 j ••• 

TQtal caled' I tIl ,.11,'.1,,11.1 .11111 fl,'olllll"I' 11II , I I '1111111 01111111 

Other proceedings: 
R.hearlng request. ,111111 11.1111. ,1111" '1111.1,1 I. '1111101'11'111111 
Other 1'lI111e ... : 

Journal orders 
(Procedural mattera), 111110 1II1II 110 •• 1.1,0. '11'11111' 11111110' I 

Total other proeoedlngsllllll"I' 0" '1'1' .11'.0111" '11'1 11111111'11.11. 

Boldface headlng.lndlcato the claasltlcatlone used by the NCSP. 
Blank apace - Not enough Information Is known. The caSl category mayor may 

not be handled by the court. 
N/ A - This eaSl type Ie handled by the court, but the data are unl1.vallablo. 
NC - The number was net computed because of Incomplete or Incomparabla 

data. Computation of the number was deemed Inappropriate. 
X - The data for this CBOe type are known to be Included In the total. Data were 

not available by cateGory tor thfa caSl type. 

"These case totals are the ligures brought forward for Incluslol1 In Part I tables. 
bCasefiow does not add up because one orlglna; proceedIng. order disposed of 

lour caoos. Numbers are as reported by the slate. 

Wy'timlng District Court· 
C~urt 01 gonoral lurlldlctlon 
., cllGtrlcts, 13 Judges 
Jariu8fl/ 1, 1975-Decomber 31, 1975 

Beginning 
pending 

Clvllo: 

Total civil' 11,11.1111"" 11(,1'" N/A 

Crlmlnll": 
"Ilony: 

Crlmlnll"IIIt"'IIiI""'1 ----W.6 
Totll criminal. ,II II Hili 1" tltl I N/A 

Juvenile: 
Total Juvenile 1111'Hil'''III"'11 ---wA 

Orlnd totailit 1111t'" l,ttH'lllll1 N/A 

TrI.", 
Jury Non-jury Total 

1,892 
338 

2,028 

olva 1"1111111'1 
C~mln.1 ........ 

Total"Ilillll 

28 1,e86 
89 267 
95 1,933 

Flied Dlsposodb End 
pending 

7,997 7,332 N/A 

..:.....lm ...w.z ~ 
1,829 1,357 N/A 

---wA rw: ---wA 
g,e18 8,889 N/A 

Orimlnlll dllpolltlon" 

Ollmiliad .... "" .. , 423 
Quilty pl •• " .. .. .... 548 

Beginning Flied Disposed End 
pending pending 

60 NC 84 65 
X 2 X X 
X 3 X X 
X 2 X X 
X 15 X X 
X 2 X X 
X 3 X X 
X 1 X X 
X 2 X X 
X 4 X X 
X Il )( e 
X ee X X 

23 28 25 24 
l Q l Q 

84 121 110 95 

3 a 8 Ob 

3 8 8 ---'---Ob 

87 129 118b 9Sb 

2 20 22 0 

~a~ ..m __ .--2Z2... __ L-...tiL6 

2 298 300' 0 

Souro,: Ollice 01 the Court Coordinator for the Supreme C~ourt 01 Wyomln'~ and 
the Clerk of the Supreme Court, "1975 Supreme Court I Appellate Statlltlca" 
(unpublished). Slatlstlca are from this unpublished source filCcept thet totals have 
been computed, where neceoaary, and additional data I~ave sometimes been 
supplied during verification by the state court admlnlstr .. tlJr or the clerk 01 the 
appeals court. ' 

BoldfGct hlSadlngB Indloate the claiilfloltlonl Uled by the NCap. 
N/A - This 0181 type Ii handled by the oourt, but the datil art unavallablt. 

'Oa" were not Ivalllb!! for juvlnllt, guardlan"hlp, Idoptlon, workmen'. 
OOFnpenlltion, or crobltl 0..... ' 
~nclud .. only d 'POiltlonl of Clil. whloh w.rellied Irl1974 and 1975. 
°A olvll oln II oounted with thlfiling ef I P4!tl~on or Clompl.lnt. 
"'The orlmlnal unit of oount I, the number of Inform.none. Approxlmatlly 30 to 35 

olae. fllad In 1973 Wire dllpolld In 1975. 'Bre.kdowns Wlr. not available for Ihtn 
01113. ' 

"TI1Ir,l'Iu no oonallt,nt dlflnltlon ulld for jury trial or non-jury trill. 

Bourot: Olliel of the Court Coordinator, "Dlltnot Col,rt Oanload" (unpublilhld). ' 
811tllllCi Ire from unpublllh~d dlta .xoaPl thlt totall 'have be,n oomputed, wIlIr. 
nlO_ry, Ind addltlanal data hlvleomlil1ll. been IU/lPlled during verification by 
the Illte oourt admlnlltrator. • 

~~----------------~--------------------------__________ ~-a __ ."' __________ " 
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Appendix A 

Sources of 1975 state case/oad statistics 

Date 1st SCA 
Courts of Intermediate General SCA annual 

State" last resort appellate Jurisdiction Juvenile appointed I, report" 
Alabama 1975 Annual 1975 Annual 1975 Annual Not avalial:lle 1971 1972-73 

Report Report Report 
wepartment of 

ourt 
Mana~ment, 
State ourt 
Administrator's 
Office) 

,Alaska • Alaska Court 1975, 1976 1975, 1976 1959 1960 
System, 1975 Annual Reports Annual Reports 
Annual Report 
Ifdmlnlstratlve 

Irector of the 
courts/and 
unpubl shed 
material 

Arizona Appeals in the Appeals In the Statistical Statistical 1960 
State of Arizona State of Arizona Reports 1975, Reports and All 
1973-1976 1973-76 1976,Ior 14 Counties 
(unpublished, (unpublished) SUj:lerlor Courts: Reports 1975, 
Acting All Counties 1976 
Administrative year-end reports (unpublished) 
Director of the 1975, '1976 
Courts) (unrrUblished), 

Actng 
Administrative 
Director of the 
Courts 

Arkansas Eleventh Annual --- ... _--- ... _----, Elevent17 Annual (Handled In 1965 1965-66 d 

Report, 1975 Report, 1975 limited 
Judicial Judicial Jurisdiction 
Statistics Statistics courts) 
kEXeCUtiVe 

ecretary, 
Judicial 
Department, 
who Is also the 
SCA) 

", 
1976 Annual 1976 Annual 1976 Annual California 1976 Annual H160 1960-61 
Report of Report and Report and Report and 
Judicial Council unpublished unpublished 'mpubllshed 
and State Court data data data 
Administrator 
tdmlnistrative 

ff/ee of tha 
California 
Courts) 

See footnotes at end of figure. (continued) 
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Sources o~ 1975 state case load statistics 

Date 1s\SCA 
Courts of Intermediate General SCA annual 

Stato D last resort appellate Jurisdiction Juvenile appolnted b report e 

Colorado Annual Annual Annual Annual 1959 1961 
Statfstlcal Statistical Statistical Statistical 
Report of the 
Colorado 

Report 1974-75 Report 1974-75 
and Denver 

Report 1974 -75 

Judiciary 1974- Probate Court 
75, 1975-76 Annual Report 
~Offlce of the 

tate Court 
Administrator) 

Connecticut Report of the ------- ... ------ Report of the (Handled In 1965 1965-66 
Judicial Judicial limited 
Department Department Jurisdiction 
1974-76 1974-76 courts) 
Biennium (Chief Biennium and 
Court unpublished 
Administrator, data 
Judicial 
Department) 

Delaware 1975, 1976 --_ .. - ... _--_ ... --- 1975, 1976 Not available 1971 1972 
Report of the Report of the 
Delaware Delaware 
Judiciary Judiciary 
~Irector, 

dmlnlstratlve 
Office of the 
Courts) 

District of Columbia 1976 Annual -------------- 1976 Annual 1976 Annual 1971 1972 
Report (Joint Report Juvenile 
Committee and Statistical 
Executive Report 
Officer) 

Florida Judicial System Judicial System Judicial System Judicial System 1972 1973 
Statistical Statistical Statistical StatIstical 
Report 1975 Report 1975 Report 1975 Report 1975 
(State Court and unpublished and unpublished 
Administrator) data data 

Georgia Case load Data Not avallablf;\ Not available Not available 1973 1973-74" 
for Fiscal Year 
1975-76 
~npubllshed, 

lerk, Supreme 
Court) 

HawaII Slate of HawaII --_ ... --""------- 'State of HawaII State of HawaII 1959 1960 
Annual Report Annual Aeport Annual Report 
1974-75 1974 ... 75 and 1974 -75 
~dmlnlstratiVe telephone call 

Irector) 

Idaho Idaho Courts _ ... ------_ ... ---- Idaho Courts Idaho Courts 1967 1968 
1975 Annual 1975 Annual 1975 Annual 
Report, Report Report 
Statistical 
A~pendlX g dmlnlstratlve 

fflce 01 the 
Courts) 

illinois unreubllshed 1975 Annual 1975 Annual 1975 Annual 1959 1960 
da a provided by Report to the Report to the Report to the 
the Clerk of S'uffJreme Court SUfil'eme Court Suprema Court 
Supreme Court of //Inols of /IInols of 1IIInois 

~dmlnlstrat1Ve 
fIIce) 

See footnotes at end of figure. (continued) 
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SOurces of 1975 state caseload statistics 

Courts of General 
Date 1st SCA 

Intermediate SCA annual 
State" last resort appellate Jurisdiction Juvenile apPolnted b report e 

Indiana Not' available Indiana Court of Not available Not available 1968 
Appeals 1975 -
76 Statistics 
(unpublished, 
Administrator's 
Office) 

Iowa 1975 Report ...... _ ... ____ ...1_ ...... __ 1975 Report 1975 Report 1971 1972 
Relating to the Relating to the Relating to the 
Courts of the Courts of the Courts of the 
State of Iowa State of Iowa State of Iowa 
~court 

dmlnlstrator of 
the Judicial 
Department) 

Kansas Kansas Judlolal .. - .. -_ ............ _ ......... Kansas Judicial fHandled In 1965 1966 
Council Bulletin Council Bul/etln Imlted 
1975 (Judicial 1975: Statistical Jurisdiction 
Council) and Report on the courts) 
telephone oall Dlstrlot Courts 

1975 (Offloe of 
Judlolal 
Admlnlatrator) 

Kentuoky Annual Report -------------- Annual Report (Handled In 1954 11 1976" 
for 1975 to the for 1975 to the limited 
Judicial Judicial Jurisdiction 
Conference Conference and courts) 
~udlclal unpublished 

ollncll, of data 
which the SCA 
Is Secretary) 

Louisiana Judicial Council JudicIal Council Judicial Council (Handled In 1954 1955 11 

Annual Report Annual Report Annual Report limited 
with 1975 with 1975 with 1975 Jurisdiction 
Statistics- Statistics- Statistics- courts) 
Related Data Related Data Related Data 
~udlclal 

dmlnlstrator, 
who Is the SCA) 
and unpublished 
data from Clerk 
of Supreme 
Court 

Maine Unpublished ... --_ ...... _-- ... -_ ... - Annual Report (Handled In 1975 1977" 
data and Annual August 1975- limited 
Report August December 1976 Jurisdiction 
1975-December courts) 
1976 
tdmlnlstratlve 

Hlce of the 
Courts) 

Maryland Annual Report Annual Report Annual Report Annual Report 1955 1955-56 
7974~75, 7975- 7974-75, 7975- 7974-75 1974-75 
76 76 
tdmlnlstratlve 

fflce of the 
Courts) 

MassachusaHs 19th Annual 19th Annual 19th Annual IHandled In 1956 1951 
Report to the Report to the ,Report to the Imlted 
Supreme Supreme Supreme JurisdIction 
JudicIal Court Judicial Court Judicial Court courts) 
1974-75 1974-75 and 11174-75 
kExecutlve telephone call 

ecretary) and 
telephone call 

See footnotes al end of figure. (continued) 
.-:,~ 
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Sources of 1975 state caseload statistics 

Cou'rts of Intermediate General 
Date 1st SCA 
SCA annual 

State" last resort appellate JUrisdiction Juvenile appolnted b report C 

MichIgan Unpublished Annual Report Annual Report (Handled In 1952 1955 
data from Clerk 1974-75 1974-75 limited 
of Supreme 
Court 

jurlsdlct\on 
courts) 

Minnesota 12th Annual ..... ------------ 12th Annua/ (Handled In 1963 1964 
Re~Orl1975 Report 1975 limited 
~O Ice oft.he Jurisdiction 

tate Court courts) 
Administrator) 

MississIppi 10th and 11th ... _--- ...... ------- MISSlsS'f/1 Not avalla,ble 19741 1964' ~1oth 
Ann~al Courts ester annual 
Stal stloal Plan, 1976 
Report 1975, Resources. 
1976 (Executive Planning 
Assistant, Corporallon 
Suprer,le Court) 

Missouri Annual Annual Annual Annual 1970 1971 " 
Statlstloal Statistical Statlst/oal Stat/st/oal 
Re~ort 1975 Report 1975 Report 1975 Report 1975 
~O flce of the 

tate Court 
AdmInIstrator) 

Montana "1976-1st -_ ... -....... ------ .. - Not available Not available 1975 1976' 
Annual Report" 
In The State of 
the JudiCiary, 
1977 (Chief 
Justice, 
Montana 
Supreme Court) 

Nebraska The Courts of --------- ........ --- The Courts of (Handled In 1972 1974-751' 

Nebraska 1974- Nebraska 1974- limited 
75 (Office of the 75 Jurisdiction 
State Court courts) 
Administrator) 

Nevada "State of the -------------- Not available Not available 1971 
JudicIary 1975- ~vacant 
76" (Chief 973-
Justice, 1977) 
Supreme Court) 
and unpublished 
data from Clerk 

New Hampshire The Sixteenth --- ... _----_ ... --- The Sixteenth (Handled In 1977 
Biennial Report Bfennfal Report limited 
of the Judlolal of the Judfc/a/ jurisdiction 
Council of the Council of the courts) 
State of New State of New 
Hampshfre Hampshire 
(Chairman) 

New Jersey Annual Report Annual Report Annual Report (Handled lh 1948 1948-49 
1974-75 1974-75 1974-75 limited 
~dmlnlstmtlve jurisdIction 

ireotor of the courts) 
Courts) 

New Mexico Annual Rerc0rt Annual Report Annual Report AnnuaJReport 1959 1960 
1975 (Jud clal 1975 and 1975 1975 1975 
Department of annu~.re~ort 
the State of from vier 
New Mexico) 

See footnotes at end of figure. (continued) 
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Sources of 1975 state caseloed statistics 

Date 1st SCA 
Courts of Int,srmedlate General SCA annual 

state" lasl resort appl~lIate jurisdiction Juvenile appolnted b report e 

New York 21st Annual 21st Annual 21st Annual (Handled In 1955 1955,1 
Report 1975 Report 1975 Rep"rt 1975 limited 

rche and unpublished jurisdiction 
dmlnlstrallve data from .office courts) 

Board of the of Court 
Judicial Administration 
Conference, of 
which the Court 
Adminisiraior Is 
Secretary) and 
uneubllshed 
da a from Clerk 
of Court of 
Appeals 

North Carolina Supreme Court Annual Report Annual Report (Handled In 19~W 1956 
Data 1975 1975 1975 limited 
wnpubll shed , 
rom Clerk of 

~dmlnlstral\\le 
fIIce of the 

Jurisdiction 
courts) 

Supreme Court) Courts/ and 
uneubl shed 
da a from Cler\( 
of Appeals 
Court 

North Dakota Judicial Council _ ...... ----- .... ---, .. Judicial Council Judicial Council 1971 1971 li 

statistical Statistical Statistical 
Compilation and Compl/atlon and Compilation and 
Report, Report Reporr 
January...Juno 
1975, July-
December 1975 
(North Dakota 
JudicIal Council, 
of which the 
SCAls 
Executlve 
Secretary) and 
unpublished 
data from Clerk 

.ohio .ohio Courts .ohio Courts .ohio Courts .ohio Courts 1955 1957 
Summary 1975 Summary 1975 Summary 1975 Summary 1975 
~Dfflce of the 

dmlnlstratlve 
Director) 

.oklahoma Report on the Report on the Report on the Report on the 1967 1969-71 
JudiCiary 1975 Judiciary 1975 Judiciary 1975 Judiciary 1975 
{fdmlnlstratlve 

Irector of the 
Courts) 

.oregon 22nd Annual 22nd Annual 22nd Annual 22nd Annual 1971 1972 
Re~ort 1975 f/eport 1975 Report 1975 Report 1975 
~D Ice oftha ~AiSO handled In 

tale Court Imlted 
Administrator) jur/sdlctlon 

courts) 

Pennsylvania 1975 Report 1975 Report 1975 Report 1975 Report 1968 1970 
~dmlnlstratiVe 

Ifice of 
Pennsylvania 
Courts) 

See footnotes at end of figure. (continued) 
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Sourc .. of 1976 .tllte clII.lolld Itatilltlcl 

Courts of Intermediate General 
Oate 1st SCA 
SCA annual 

State' last resort appellate jurlsdlotlon Juvenile appolnted b report 0 

Rhode Island Unpublished ........................ ,..'" 1975 Annual IHandled In 1969 1971 " data from Offloe Report on the Imlted 
of Court Judiciary (Chief jurlsdlotlon 
Administrator Justlce, courts) 
and from Clerk Supreme Court) 
of Supreme and unpublished 
Court data 

South Carolina Telephone call ................... Not available Not available 1973 

South Oakt}tm .supreme Court ........ -_ ......... Combined Not available 1974 
!:ltutlstlos 1975 1975-76 
~npubllshed, Judicial Annual 
... Iarkol Report 
Supreme Court) ~unpubllshed) 

rom Court 
Administrator 

Tennessee 1975 Annual 1975 Annual 1975 Annual Not available 1964 1964-65 
Report Report Report 
~EXtlcUtive 

ecretary, 
su~reme Court 
of ennessee) 

Texas 47th Annual 47th Annual 47th Annual 47th Annual 1977 d 

Report 1975 Report 1975 Report 1975 Report 1975 
gexas Judicial ~AISO handled In 

ouncll, of Imlted 
which the SCA Jurisdiction 
Is Executive courts) 
Director) 

Utah Unpublished .. _ ...... _---.- ..... Annual Report, (Handled In 1973 1973-74" 
data from Clerk Utah Courts July limited 
of Supreme 1974-June Jurisdiction I Court and 1975, July 1975- courts) 
NCSC Western June 1976 (Utah 
Regional Office Judicial Council) 

Vermont JudIcial ....... _ .......... -_ ... Judicial Judicial 1967 1969 
Statistics (or Statistics (or Statistics for 
Year finding 'tear endIng Year ending 
December 31, December 31, December 31, 
1975 (Offloe of 1975 1975 
the Court 
Administrator) 

Virginia State of the ... _- .. _ .. ------ State of the Not avallabl:a 1952 1953 
Judiciary Report Judiciary Report 
1975 (Office of 1975 
the Executive 
Secretary, 
Supreme Court) 
and telephone 
contact with 
Clerk 

Washington 19th Annual 19th Annual 19th Annual 19th Annual 1957 1957 
Refilort 1975 Report 1975 Report 1975 Report 1975 
~o flce of the 

dmlnlstrator for 
the Courts) 

West Virginia Unpublished --_ ....... -_ ........ 
data from Clerk 

Not available Not available 1975 f 

of Supreme 
Court 

See footnotes at end of IIflure. (contl~Ued) 
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Sourc .. of 1975 atate caseload atatl.tlcs 

Date 1st §CA 
State a 

Courts of Intermediate General SCA annual 
last resort appellate Jurisdiction Juvenile appolnted b report 0 

Juctlc/al ......... "' ...... _ ..... ". Judicial JudicIal 1962 1969-70 
Statistics 1975 StatIstics 1975 Statistics 1975 

Wisconsin 

~dmlnlBtrator of 
ourts) 

1976 Supreme ........... -_ ....... District Coul1 Not available 1974 
Court, APfteliate Casl910ad 
Court Sta Istlos (un~ubllshed) 
iunpubllshed, 
rom Offloe of 

Wyoming 

Court 
Coordinator and 
Clark 01 
Supreme Court) ---------------------.---,--------,-----____ Indicates the state has no Intermediate appellate court. 

• The addresses of the state court administrators are given In 
Figure 18-A. 

II Sou roe of the date the state oourt administrator was 
appointed Is Book of tile States (Council 01 State 
Governments, Lexington, Kentuoky, 1977), with a lew 
exoeptlons as Indlcah~d In 700tnote I. The exact titles of the 

\.1, Klein, the AdminIstration of JustIce In the Courts (Dobbs 
F'erry, New Vorll:: Oceana Publications, 1976), with the few 
exception,s Indl~ated In loot note e, 

'I The SeA \'3 secretary 01 the Judlolal Council or Department 
thaI. publishes (he state's annual report, 

I' Source Is thl~ state's annual report. 

administrators are listed In Figure 18-A. 
l' Source of the date 01 the first SCA annLlal report Is Fannlo 

r II)/ormatlon obtained by telephone. (In North Carolina tha 
Admi,'llstratlv9 OffIce of the Courts was cre.'ited In 1965.) 

Addresses of state court admlnlstr,ators ---------_=. __ ---1 __ - .... _-,---

AdministratiVe Dlreotor 
of the Courts 
Department 01 Court Management 
817 South Court Street 
Montgomery, Alabtltiltl 36130 
(205) 834-7990 ' 

Administrative Dlreotor 
Alaska Court System 
303 K Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 274-6863, 8611 

Administrative Dlreotor 
of the Courts 
supreme Court of Arizona 
State Capitol Building 
201 South·West Wing 
Phoenix, Arizona 86007 
(602) 271-4359 

executive Seoretary 
Judicial Department 
Supreme Court of ArkansAS 
Justloe Building 
lillie Rockt..Arkanllall 72201 
(501) 375-7001 

Director, Administrative OHloe 
of the Courts 
California Judicial Council 
601 McAllister St. 
San Francisco, California 94102 
'415) 557-1581 

State Oourt Administrator 
JudIcial Department 
Stata JudiCial Bulldln~ 
2 east 14th Street, Room 215 
Denver, Colorado 80203 
(303) 861-1111, ext, 126 

Justice, Chief Court 
Admlnlatrator 
Supreme Court of Conneotlout 
Drawer N, Stall on A 
Hartford, Conrl8ctlcut 06106 
(202) 566-4461 

Direotor, AdminIstrative Office 
or ttl~ Courts • 
State OHloe Bldg. I 11th floor 
820 N, French St. 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801 
(302) 571-2480 

Executive OHlcer, Courts of 
the District of Columbia 
1)13 G Street, N,W.; Room 716 
Washington, D.C, 20001 
(202) 727-1770 

State Court Administrator 
Supreme Court of Florida 
Tallahassee, Florida 32304 
(904) 488-8621 

Director, AdministratiVe Offices 
oftha Courts 
Georgia Justice Center, Suite 500 
84 Peaohtree. Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 
(404) 656-5171 

Administrative Dlrocior of 
the Courts 
Supreme Court of Hawaii 
P.O. Bo,\( 2560 
Honolul~l HawaII 96804 
(808) 64tJ-4805 

Dlreotor, Administrative OHlca 
of the Courts 
Supreme Court of Idaho 
Supreme Court BUilding 
451 West Stat9 Street 
Bolsl9, Idaho 83702 
(200) 384-2246 

Director, Administrative Office 
of the Courts 
Supreme Court of illinois 
'Springfield, illinois 62706 
(217) 782-7770 

State Court Administrator 
Supreme Court of Indiana 
Stale HOlise, Room 323 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

... (317) 633-6481 



2,48 Appen:llcel 

Addresses of state court admInIstrators 

state Court Administrator 
Supreme Court of Iowa 
State House 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
(515) 281-5241 

Judicial Administrator 
Supreme Court of Kansas 
State House, Third Floor 
Topeka,Kansas 66612 
(913) 296-2256 

Director, Administrative 
Office of the Courts 
403 Wapplng Street 
Bush Building 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 
(502) 564-7486 

Judicial Administrator 
Supreme Court of Louisiana 
109 Supreme Court Building 
301 Loyola Avenue 
New Orleans, LouIsiana 70112 
(504) 568-5747 

State Court Administrator 
Supreme JUdicial Court of Maine 
P.O. Box 4820 DTS 
66 Pearl Street 
Portland, Mall.e 04112 
(207) 755 -1500 

State Court Administrator 
Court of Appeals Building 
Rowe Boulevard and Taylor Avenue 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2141 

Executive Secretary, Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts 
302. New Court House 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
(617) 725-8050 

Court Administrator 
P.O. Box 30048 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
(517) 373-0130 

State Court Administrator 
Supreme COllrt of Minnesota 
William Mltch,qli Law Center 
40 N. Mliton Street, Suite 300 
SI. Paul, Minnesota 55104 
(612) 296-2474 

Executive Assistant 
Supreme Court of Mississippi 
P.O. Box 117 
Jackson, MississIppI 39205 
(601) 354-6021 

State Courts AJmlnlstrator 
Supreme Court of Missouri 
Supreme Court Building 
Jefferson City, MIssouri 65101 
(314) 751-4377 

State Court Administrator 
State Capitol Building 
Room 300 
Helena, Montana 59601 
(406) 449-2626 

State C,urt Administrator 
Supreme Court of Nebraska 
Room 2412, State Capitol Building 
Lincoln. Nebraska 68509 
(402) 477-4620 

Director, Administrative Office 
of the Courts 
Capitol ComJ:llex 
Carson City, Nevada 89710 
(702) 885-5076 

Admlnistrallve Assistant 
Supreme Court of New Hampshire 
Supreme Court Building 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 
(603) 271-3275 

Acting Director, Administrative 
Office of the Courts 
C.N.037 
State House Annex 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 
(609) 292-·4636 

Director, Administrative Office 
of the Courts 
Supreme Court of New Mexico 
Supreme Court Building, 1 st floor 
SMta Fe, New Mexico 87501 
(505) 827-2771 

State Administrative Judge 
270 Broadway, Room 1312 
New York, New 'lork 10007 
(212) 488-4141 ext. 6525 

Director, Administrative Office 
of the Courts 
P.O. Box 2448 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27602 
(919) 733-7106, 7107 

State Oourt Administrator 
Supreme Oourt of North Dakota 
Staie Oapltol Building 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 
(701) 224-2221 

AdminIstrative Director of 
the Courts 
Suprert10 Court ttlf Ohio 
State House Annex 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
(614) 466-2653 

Administrative Director 
of the Oourts 
Supreme Oourt of Oklahoma 
State Oapltol Building, Room One 
Oklahoma Olty. Oklahoma 73105 
(405) 521-2310 

State Court Administrator 
Supreme Oourt of Oregon 
Supreme Oourt Building 
Salem, Oregon 97310 
(503) 378-6046 

Oourt Administrator 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 
1414 Three Penn Oenter Plaza 
Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 1910a: 
(215) 567 -3071 

Court Administrator 
Supreme Court of Rhode Island 
250 Benefit Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 
(401) 277-3263,3272 

Director, South Oarollna 
Oourt Administration 
P.O. Sox 11188 
Oolumbla, South Carolina 29211 
(803) 758-2961 

Oourt Administrator 
Supreme Court of South Dakota 
State Oapltol Building 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501 
(605) 224-3474 

Executive Secretary 
Supreme Oourt of Tennessee 
422 Supreme Oourt Building 
Nashville. TenMSSOO 37219 
(615) 741-2687 

Administrative Director 
of the Oourts, Office of 
Oourt Administration of the 
Texas Judicial System 
P.O. Box 12066. Oapltol Building 
Austin. Texas 78711 
(512) 475-2421 

Court Administrator 
Utah JUdicial ObJncll 
807 East South Temple. Suite 201 
Sait Lake Oity, Utah 84102 
(801) 533-6371 

Oourt Admlnistratol 
Supreme Oourt of Vermont 
111 State Street 
Montp~lIer, Vermont 05602 
(802) 828-3281 

Executive Secretary 
Supreme Oourt of Virginia 
1101 East Broad Street 
RlC'hmond, Virginia 23219 
(804) 786-6981 

Administrator for the Courts 
Supreme Oourt of Washington 
Temple of Justice 
Olympia, Washington 98504· 
(206) 753-5780 

Administrative Director 
of the Oourts 
E-404 State Capitol Building 
Oharleston, West Virginia 25305 
(304) 346-5350 

Administrative Director 
of the Oourts 
110 East Main, #516 
Tenney Building 
Madison. Wisconsin 53702 
(608) 266-3501 

Oourt Ooordlnator 
Supreme Oourt of Wyoming 
Supreme Oourt Building 
Oheyenne, Wyoming "82001 
(307) 777-7581 \. 

.. 



Appendix B: 
Technical discussion 
of estimation procedure 

An estim~tion procedure was used to allow the 
presentation of estimated national totals for appel­
late court caseflow. Through this procedure, esti­
mates were arrived at for totals tn those states with 
missing data for beginning pendings, filings, disposi­
tions, or end pendings in either the court of last 
resort or the intermediate appellate court. 

The procedure followed for developing caseload 
estimates for the appellate courts involved three 
essential steps. The first step was to determine a set 
of independent variables to be used. Next, the 
relationship between thp,se variables and the depen­
dent variables was examined. The final and more 
time~consuming step was the development of a 
meani11gful estimation equation. 

Several independent variables were selected for use 
in the development of the estimation equation) 
because of their possible relationship to the caseload 
in the appellate courts. Many of these were popula­
tion variables, because population has long been 
considered a good indication of caseload. The 
variables initially considered were the !lumber of 
judges in the court, the popUlation of the state, the 
population in Standard Metropolitan Statisticai 
Areas, the population in other cities, the popUlation 
in rural areas, the number of intermediate appellate 
courts, the number of courts of last resort, the 
population per square nultl, the percent change in 
state population from 1970 to 1975, the percent 
change in state population from 1974 to 1975, and 
the per capita income. FutJlf,} reports will attempt to 
incorporate a larger variety of independent variables, 
which could not be considered in this first attempt at 
developing the estimation equations. 

The data for each state Were put in machine~ 
rep.dable form to allow use of the Statistical Package 
for the Social Sciences (SPSS), Version 7.0, at the 
College of William and Mary Computing Center. 
The cards for e!1ch state con:::ained data on each,of 
the independ~iit variables listed above as well as the 
dependent variables; which were the number of 

beginning pending, filed, disposed, and end pending 
cases for the courts of last resort and intermediate 
appellate courts. In the states with two courts of last 
resort, Oklahoma and Texas, the sum of the data 
from tht' two courts was used. Similarly, in states 
with two intermediate appellate courts, the sum of 
the data from the two courts was used. 

The second ll,tep in the development of the 
estimation equations was to plot each of the 
independent variables agumut each of the dependent 
variables. This was done with the llse of the 
SCATTERGRAM sub-program in SPSS. These plots 
were visually examined for determination of the non­
linear relationships which existed between the 1~lJe­
pendent ar,d dependent variables. This examination 
resulted in transformations of several of the indepen­
dent variables. 

The mathe.matical functions used for the transfor· 
'mations were natural logarithm, square root, square 
of the variable, inverse of the variable, and eXpOMf\­
tial function. 1n addition, two or more variables were 
combined by multiplication or division to produce 
new '~'adables that more closely predicted the 
dependent variables. 

The examination of ih~ plots generated by the 
SCATTERGRAM sub~p"'\:igram revealed that the 
values for many of th,~ independent variables in the 
District of Columbia were outliners. The District of 
Columbia ;J a large city and, therefore, the values for 
the populaii.on variables are quite diffel'cntfrom 
those for the fifty states. Because of' these extreme 
values only the data for the fifty states were used in 
development of the estiI11ation equations. 

The final step was the development of the 
estimation equations. This was accomplished by the 
use of the REGRESSION sub-program in SPSS. The' 
ste~wise regression procedure was . used to allow 
entry of the variables one at a time into the 
regre.ssion equation. The output from this procedure 
gave the Rl value (the percent of variatlon in t.he 
dependent variable whIch was explained by the 
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variation of the variables in the regression equation), 
the F-ratio for the regression equation (the ratio tha.t 
indicates the statistical significance of the entire 
regression equation), the F-ratio for each variable in 
the equation (the ratio that indicates the statistical 
significa~1ce of the individual variables in the 
equation), and the values of the coefficients for. the 
independent variables in the regression equation. In 
addition, the residual for each case was given along 
with a plot of the residuals against the predicted 
values for the dependent variables. All this output 
was used '0 select the best estimation equations 
possible, given the set of independent variables. 

Several equations were developed for each of the 
dependent variables. The different equations were 
obtained by the step-wise regression procedure 
because the tolerance level (the percent of variation 
in the independent variable not explained by the 
variation of the independent variables already in the 
regression equation) and the F-ratio level (the F-ratio 
that would be associated with the variable if it were 
entered next into the equation) were changed to 
create more or less stringent conditions for inclusion 
of variables in the equation. 1he various equations 
were developed so that each equation could be 
examined fOf satisfaction of the assumptions f()r 
using the regression procedure. 
, For each of the estimation equations, the residuals 

and the residual plots were examined. The residuals 
were checked for correlation with the dependent 
varhble. The residual plot was checked for correla­
tion between the residuals and the predicted values 
for the dependent variables. Those estimation equ.a­
tions with relatively little correlation between the 
residuals and both the dependent variable and the 
predicted values of. the dependent variable were 
selected for further consideration. 

For those equations selected because of low 
correlation of the residuals with the dependent 
variable and the predicted values of the dependent 
variable, the R2 statistic and F-ratio for the equation 

and the individual variables were examined. this 
procedure then led to the selection of the estimation 
equations for use in estimating values fot those states 
having missing data. 

The estimation equation selected fo.:' each depen­
dent variable is given below along with the R2 
statistic anc the F-ratio values for each equation. 
First, a few codes for the variable.s are listed for ease 
in reading the equations: 

BPCOLR-Beginning pending for courts of last 
. resort. 

FCOLR-Filings for courts oflast resort. 
DC0LR-Dispositions for courts oflast resort. 
EPCOLR-End pending for courts oflast resort. 
BPIAC-Beginning pending for intermedia~e appel-

late courts. 
FIAC~Filings for intermediate appellate courts. 
DIAC-Dispositions for intermediate appellate 

courts. 

EPIAC-End pending for intermediate appellate 
courts. 

JUOOE-The number of judges in the courts of last 
resort for each state. 

POPULATION-The estimates for state population 
on July 1, 1975. * 

CITY-The estimate for state popUlation in cities 
other than Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas 
(SMSA) on July 1, 1975.* 

RURAL-The estimate for the state population in 
rural areas on July 1, 1975.* . 

PC7075-The percent change in the state population 
from July 1, 1970,to July 1,1975.** 

PC7475-The percent change in thl; state population 
from July 1,1974, to July 1, 1975.** 

POPPSQM~ The population per square mile of the 
state on July 1, 1975.** 

NOCOLR-The number of courts of last resort in 
the state. 

NOIAC-~ The number of intermediate appellate 
courts in the state. 

.. Source of the population estimates is U.S. Department of 
Justice, Uniform Crime Reports for the United States 
(Washington, D.C.: U.S. Govt. Fdnting Off., 1975). These 
estimates were used instead of revised U.S" Bureau of 
Census estimates because the population in SMSAs, cities, 
and rural areas was available from this source, 

.... Source of the percent change in population and population 
per square mile is the U.S. Bureau of the Census, Statistical 
Abstract of the United Stal8$:1976, 97th edition (Washing­
ton, D.C., 1976). 



Court. of la81 resort 

Beginning pending 

The estimation equation for beginning pending in 
the courts oflast resort is: 

( 

exp (JUDGE) ) 
BPCOLR = -204.3172 + 82.80313 x (NOCOLR x JUDGE) - 0.07281589 x CITY x 1,000 + 1 

POPULATION 

-24.45863 x (NOCOLR x JUDGE x NOIAC) + 1.201198 x 10'11 x (POPULATION)2 

with R2 - .715 

F4,29-ratlo - 18.18, P < .01 

The significance of each variable is: 

yarlable F-R!l!12 
(NOCOLR x JUDGE) 62.05 

( exp (JUDGE) ) 
CITY x 1,000 + 1 18.62 
POPULATION 

~NOCOLR x JUDGE x 11.96 
OIAC) 

{POPULATION)2 6.75 

Note to explain (exp (JUDGE)): The function exp 
used in this equation is the exponential function. 
With e being the base of the naturallogaritbm, the 
expression (exp(JUDGE» is e raised to the power 
of the value of the variable JUDGE (the number 
of judges in the court of last resort). 

Filings 

The estimation equation for filings i'n the courts of 
last resort is: 

FCOLR - 2.012934 x 10-' )( (JUDGE x POPULATION) - 59.19076 x (PC7~75 ) + 345.5334 

with RI - .649 

F2.43-ratlo - 120.47, P < .01 

The significance of each variable is: 

Variable F·Ratlo 

(JUDGE )( POPULATION) 240.42 

( PCi075) 
B.19 

Degreos 
of freedo!I! 

1,29 

1,29 

1,29 

1,29 

Degreos 
of freedom 

1,43 

1,43 
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Significance 

P < .01 

P < .01 

P < .01 

.01 <p<.05 

Slanlflcence 

p < .01 

P < .01 

>~I 

I 
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Dispositions 

The estimation equation for dispositions in the 
courts of last resort is: 

DCOLR = 1.962629 x 10-' x (JUDdE x POPULATION) - 77.06959 x ( P~7d7S) + 306.63 

with R' - .B70 

F2.42-fallo - 140.33, P < .01 

The significance of each variable is: 

Variable 

(JUDGE x POPULATION) 

( PC;075) 

End pending 

J:::fffilio 
271.20 

12.55 

The estimation equation for end pending in the 
courts oflast resort is: 

Degrees 
of freedom 

1,42 

1,42 

EPCOLR ., 35.54272 x (NOCOLR x JUDGE) + 16.30584 x( NOCOLR x JUDGE:< Pci475)+ 39.84012 

with R' a .60B and 

F1,31-rallo - 24.00, P < .Q1 

The significance of each variable is: 

Variable 

(NOCOLR x JUDGE) 

NOCOLR x JUDGE x ( P~7475) 

Intermediate appellate courts 

Beginning pending 

F-Rallo 

22.47 

4.33 

The estimation equation for beginning pending in 
the intermediate appellate courts is: 

Degrees 
of freedom 

1,31 

1,31 

Significance 

p < .01 

P < .01 

Significance 

p < .01 

.01 < p < .05 

BI'IAC", 3.596711 Y 10-' x (POPULATION~ - 2.586894 x 10" x (cxp(JUDGE) - 93.60634 x (POPg::r~TION) + 12.34139 x (P~~URL:~ON) + 276.8477 

wllh R' - .B85 

F4,13-rallo - 25.Q1, P < .01 



The significance of each variable is: 

Varl§ble F-Ratlo 

(POPULATiON) 87.58 

(exp(JUDGE» 22.31 

COPULATION) 
CITY 

16.27 

( POPULATION) 10.25 
RURAL 

Note to explain (exp (JUDGE)): The function exp 
uSI!d in this equation is the exponential function. 
With e being the base of the natural logarithm, the 
expression (exp(JUDGE» is e raised to the power 
of the value of the variable JUDGE (the number 
of judges in the court of last resort). 

Filings 

The estimation equation for filings in the interme­
diate appellate courts is: 

Degrees 
of freedom 

1.13 

1.13 

1,13 

1.13 

FIAC.­

with 

5.780694 x 10"' x (POPULATION) - 4.073869 x 1~ x (exp(JUDGE» + 614.2749.)( (PC7075) - 1470.043 

R' - .883 

F3.19-ratlo - 47.73, P < .01 

The significance of each variable is: 

Variable F-Ratlo 

(POPULATION) 137.73 

(exp(JUOGE» 18.16 

(PC7075) 8.68 

'\,fote to explain (exp(JUDGE)): The function exp 
us~d in this equation is the exponential function. 
With e being th.e base of the natural logarithm, the 
expression (exp(JUDGE» is e raised to the power 
of the value of the variable JUDGE (the number 
of judges in the court oflast resort). 

Dispositions 

The estimation equation for dispositions in the 
intermediate appellate courts is: 

Degrees 
of freedom 

1,19 

1,19 

1,19 

OIAC -

with 

5.857194 x 10"' x (POPULATION) - 3.963621 x 1~ x (exp(JUDGE» .., 627.845 x (PC707S) - 1809,195 

R2 - .918 

F3.18-ratlo - 87.00, P < .01 
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Slgnlfl!l!ln!l!l 

P < .01 

P < .01 

P < .01 

P < .01 

Significance 

P < .01 

P < .01 

p < .ol 



254 Appendices 

The significance of each variable is: 

Varla!1l~ F·R~!lo 

(POPULATION) 196.01 

(oy.p(JUDGE» 24.55 

(PC7075) 12.69 

Note t() explain (exp(JUDGE)): The function exp 
used in this equation is the exponential function. 
With e being the base of the natural logarithm, the 
expression (exp(JUDGE» is e raised to the power 
of the value of the variable JUDGE (the number 
of judges in the court oflast resort). 

End Pending 

The estimation equation for end pending in the 
intermediate appeliate courts is: 

Degrees 
,of freedom Significance 

1,18 P < .01 

1,10 P < .Q1 

1,18: p < .01 

EPIAC = 6~5 (vi POPULATION) - 2.783268 )( 10" x cxp (JUDGE) - 66.7752 )( ( POP~~~T10~ + 0.1814519 x (exP(POPPSQM x 1CJ4») • 1945.802 

with R2 - .868 

F4,13-ra\lo - 21.38, P < .01 

The significance of each variable is: 

Variable F·Ralio 

( v'POPULATION) 68.52 

(oxP(JUDGE» 18.80 

( POPULATION) 
, CITY '9.52 

(~~p (PO?PSal,~ x 1 Q-2» 8.15 

Note. to explain (exp(JUDGE)) and (exp(POPPSQM 
x 10-2)): The function exp used in this equation is 
the exponential function. With e being the base of 
the natural logarithm, the expression 
(exp(JUDGE» is e raised to the power of the value 
of the variable JUDGE (the number of judges in 
the court of last resort). (exp(POPPSQM x 1(}2» 
is e raised to the power of 10-2 times the value of 
the variable POPPSQM (the population per square 
mile). 

Degrees 
of freedom Significance 

1,13 P < .01 

1,13 P < .01 

1,13 P < .01 

1,13 .01 < p < .05 

" 



Appendix C Unit ()f count used In general jurisdiction courts In19~75 

'----------------------------------------.--------------------------~~~,--------------.... 
Criminal 1:wll 

-------------~~~. ~----------------

State 

Alabama 
Alaska 
Arizona 

California 
COlorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
District of Columbia 
Florida 
Georgia 
HawaII 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusens 
Mlilhlgan 
Mlnneso:lI 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
01110 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 

x 
x 

x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 

x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
x 

x 
X 
X 

x 
x 
x 

x 

x 
x 

x 

X 
x 

x 
x 

x 
x 

x 

x 

X 

c 
'0; 

i5~ 
~8 
Q) .... a.o 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

x 
X 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
X 
x 
x 

x 
X 

x 

x 
x 
X 
x 
x 
X 
x 
x 
x 

South Dakota X ~ 
Tennessee X 
T X X exas X 
U~ X 
Vermont X X 

x 

x 

x 
x 

Virginia X X 
~W~a~Sh~ln~g~to-n---------~--__ -_-_-_-_--__ iX~----------------------________ ~X~ __________________________ _ 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin X X 
Wyoming X X 
Total 19 21 3 41 
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Glossary 
The following tenns, used in both State Court 

Caselaad Statistics: The State of the Art and State 
Court Caseload. Statistics: Annual Report, 1975, 
should be interpreted according to the meanings 
indicated below. Where possible, the dermitions are 
from an authoritative source already in print. The 
following sources are drawn upon, with the footnote 
number which will appear after each dermition from 
that source. Dermitions that have been adapted for 
NCSP purposes have an (A) after the footnote 
number. 

1 U.S. Law Enforcement Assistance Administra­
tion, National Criminal Justice Infonnation and Sta­
tistics Service, Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data 
Terminology (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Govt. Print. 
Off., 1976). 

2 U.S. Law Enforcement Assistance Administra­
tion, National Criminal Justice Infonnation: and Sta­
tistics Service, National Survey of Court Organiza­
tion (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Govt. Print. Off., 1973; 
Supplements in 1975 and 1977). 

3 Black, Henry Campbell, Black's Law Dictionary 
(St. Paul, Minnesota: West Publishing Co., 1968). 

4 American Bar Association, Law and the Courts 
(Chicago: ABA Press, 1974). 

Defmition of tenns peculiar to a single state is 
beyond the scope of this project. However, in many 
instances the general meaning of these types of cases 
can be derived from the category into which they 
were placed. For example, it is helpful to know that 
"Rule 27.26" cases from Missouri are classified 
under the general category of extraordinary writs 
and that "C&R7.7" cases from Washington are 
some sort of original proceeding used by the inter­
mediate court of appeals in Washington. More de­
tailed information on how a specific case is defmed 
and classified in a particular state may be obtained 
by writing to the office of the state court administra­
tor in that state. Addresses of court administrator's 
offices in each state are found in Appendix A"o{the' 
1975 annual report. 

A more complete dictionary of civil tenninology 
for court use is being compiled by the National 
Court Statistics Project in Phase II of its operations. 

Acqulttal.;,.~ajudgment of a court, based either· on: 
the verdict of the jury or of a judicial officer, that the 
defendant is not guilty of the offense(s) for which he 
has been tried. 1 

Administratlve-a summary civil category of 
cases brought before general jurisdiction courts that 
embraces actions related to governmental bodies in 
the exercise of their varied functions. 

Adoption-a category of actions which includes 
aU cases involving child adoption proceedings. The 
result of adoption cases is usually to take a juvenile 
into one's family and legally confer on him the rights, 
privileges, and duties of a child and heir. 

Affirmed-a disposition by an appellate court that 
ratifies and reasserts the correctness of a jUdgment. 
In the practice of appellate courts an affirmed 
judgrnent, decree, or order declares that it is valid 
and right, and must stand as rendered by the lower 
court. 

Age at disposition-the amount of time (days, 
months, years) from the date that a case comes 
under control of the court (usually when it is flied) 
until it is disposed of (dismissed, tried to verdict, and 
so forth) by the court. 

Age of pending-the amount of time (days, 
months, years) from the date that a case comes 
under the control of the court (usually when it is 
flIed) until the last day of the period for which the 
report is being prepared. 

Annulment-the act of making void retI'ospec­
tively as well as prospectively. 3(A) An annulment 
destroys the existence of a marriage and everything 
pertaining to it. 

Answer-a pleading by which a defendant en­
deavors to resist the plaintiff's allegation of facts. 3 

Appeal, civil-the complaint to a higher court of 
an injustice done or error committed by a lower 
court, whose judgment or decision the court above is 
called upon to cotrect or reverse. 4 

crlminal-a request by either the defense or 
prosecution that a case be removed from a lower 
court to a higher court in order for a completed trial 
to be reviewed by the higher court. 1 
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Appeals from administrative agencies-an ap­
peal to a court of competent jurisdiction, contesting 
the outcome rendet'ed by an administrative agency 
as a result of its administrative hearing of a matter. 

Appellate court-see Court of appellate jurisdic­
tion. 

At Issue-the point in the pleadings when one of 
the parties to a suit makes an assertion that is denied 
by the other party. 

Auto tort-a civil category that includes actions 
for damages for personal injury, property damage, or . 
wrongful death arising out of an automobile accident, 
automobile collision, or otherwise from the operation 
of a motor vehicle. 

Case-a general term for a charge, action, cause, 
suit, or cOhtroversy j for purposes of adjudication by 
regular proceedings. 3(A) In compiling caseload statis­
tics for comparison purposes, it is essential to know 
what constitutes a case in each state and what unit 
of count is being used. If the unit of count differs, 
caseload cannot be compared. In general jurisdiction 
courts the predominant unit of count used in civil 
cases is the complaint action or petition. In criminal 
cases moSIt general jurisdiction courts use either the 
number of indictments/informations/complaints, or 
the number of defendants on each indictment/infor­
mation/complaint. In appellate courts no clear pat­
tern exists as to what the states are counting as 
appellate cases, Some 'courts report only total cases, 
with no indication as to what types of proceedings 
constitute the total. Some defme cases as appeals 
that were decided on the merits. Others define 
appeals, original proceedings, and requests to appeal 
as cases to distinguish them from less time-consum­
ing motions and other procedural matters. This 
report uses the broad defmition of an appellate case 
being defmed as any appeal, original proceeding, or 
request to appeal. 

Caseflow-the process by which a case or cases 
move(s) through the court from the time of fLling to 
disposition. In this report the steps for monitoring 
caseflow are beginning pending, filing, disposition, 
and end pending. 

Caseload-the total number of cases filed in a 
given court or before a given'judicial officer during a 
given period of time. 1 

Case load pending-see pending caseload. 
Charge-a formal. complaint, information, or in­

dictment against a defendant in a crimina~ case. 
Children in need of supervision (ah)o known as 

CINS, CHINS, PINS, JINS)-a child who requires 
guidance, treatment, or rehabilitation be\~ause of (a) 
habitual truancy from school; (b) habitulu disobedi-

ence, being ungovernable and beyond control of the 
person haVing custody of the child without substan­
tial fault on the part of that person; (c) deportment 
that is injurious or endangers the child or others; or 
(d) commitment of an offense applicable only to 
children. 

Civil action-an action instituted iii. court to 
r'ecover damages, collect a debt, or obtain other 
r,elief purely civil in nature; a legal and formal 
dlemand for enforcement or protection of rights and 
prevention or redress of wrongs. 

CIvil appeal-see Appeal, ciVil, 
,Civil Jurlsdlctlon--see Jurisdiction, civil. 
Complaint, civil-the initial pleading on the part 

of the plaintiff in a civil action. Its purpose is to 
infclrm the defendant of all material facts on which 
the plaintiff bases his claim. 

crlmlnal-a formal written accusation made by 
any person, often a prosecutor, and flIed in a court, 
alleging that a specified person(s) has committed a· 
speclified offense(s). 1 

CQ\nservatorship-the legal relation existing be­
tween a conservator, an incapable person, and the 
estate: of the incapable person. When a person having 
property is found incapable of managing his/her 
affainl, a probate court may appoint another person 
as a c:onservator to have charge of and protect the 
person and his property. 

Contract-a category of civil court actions which 
includ(IS any action involving either (1) promissory 
agreements between two 01' more persons that cre­
ate, modify, or destroy a legal relation (contracts); or 
(2) recc\very of a ce.rtain specific sum of money or a 
sum that can readily be reduced to a certainty, as 
provided by common law, where there is no express 
contract' to pay it (debt). This includes recovery of 
money for services performed, property sold and 
delivered, money loaned, or damages for perform­
ance of simple contracts, express or implied, when 
the right is of the parties will be adequately protected 
by the pa.yment and receipt of money. . 
Convit~tlon-a judgment of a court, ba$ed either 

on a verdict of a jury or judicial officer or on the 
guilty plea of the defendant that the defendant is 
guilty of the offense(s) for which lte has been tried. I 

Court--an agency of the judicial branch of gov­
ernment, authorized or established by statute or 
constitution, and consisting of one or more judicial 
officers, which has the authority to decide upon 
coritroversnes in law and disputed matters of fact 
brought before it. I 

Court Oil appellate jurisdiction-a court having 
jurisdiction of appeal and revjew, with original juris-



diction conferred only in special cases; includes both 
courts of last resort and intermediate appellate 
courts; 2 a .court to which causes are removable by 
appeal, certiormi, or en'or. 

Court, federal- a court established under the 
constitution or laws of the United States and con­
cerned pIimaIily with the judicial administration of 
federal law .2 

Court of general jurisdictlon-a tIial court of 
unlimited original jUlisdiction in civil and/or criminal 
cases, also called "major trial court," 2 which may 
or may not hear appeals from rldministrative agencies 
and courts of lower juIisdiction. 

Court of intermediate appeals-an appellate 
COUlt that is limited in its appellate juIisdiction by 
state law or at the discretion of the court of last 
resort in the state. 2 The rulings ofa court of 
intermediate appeals may be subject to review by the 
state's court oflast resort. 

Court of last resort-an appellate COUlt that has 
jurisdiction over fmal appeals in a state. 2 

Court of limited or special jurisdiction-a trial 
court whose legal jurisdiction covers only a particular 
class of cases, e.g., probate, juvenile, traffic, or 
cases where the amount in controversy is below a 
prescribed sum or which is subject to specific 
exception. For example, civil jurisdiction may be 
limited to civil cases wiLh a maximum of $500 in 
controversy; criminal jurisdiction may be limited to 
cases with a maximum of $500 fine or 6-months 
sentence. Certain courts with unlimited . civil jurisdic­
tion but limited criminal jurisdiction are included in 
this category. 2 

Court of original jurisdiction-a court having 
jurisdiction in the first instance to try and pass 
judgment upon the law and facts, as distinguished 
from a court of appellate jurisdiction; includes both 
courts of general jurisdiction and courts of limited or 
special jurisdiction; also refelTed to as "tlial court." 2 

Court of special jurisdiction-see Court of 
limited or special juIisdiction. 

Court, state--a court established or autholized 
under the constitution 01' laws of a state and con­
cerned plimalily with judicial administration of state 
and local government laws; viz., all courts other than 
federal courts. 2 

Court system-a judicial agency established or 
authoIized by constitutional or statutory law. A court 
system may consist of a single court or a group of 
tWQ 01' more courts in the same judicial distIict. 2 

Court, trial-a court whose pIimary function is to 
try, in the first insta!lce, criminal 01' civil cases, or 
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both. (See Court of general juIisdiction and court of 
limited julisdiction.) 

Court trial-see TIial, non-jury. 
Criminal action-a proceeding governed by the 

rules of criminal procedure bl'Ought by the govern­
ment, representing the public, against one accused of 
violating a law or ordinance designed for the public' s 
protection. 

Criminal appeal-see Appeal, criminal. 
Criminal jurisdiction-see Jurisdiction, criminal. 
Date of service-the date of the delivery of an 

order, a summons, or a writ to the person against 
whom it is directcd. 

Default jUdgment-a civil judgment wherein the 
court enters a finding against the defendant when the 
defendant has either failed to appear in court as 
required or has failed to properly me an answer to a 
petition. 

Defendant-the person defending or denying. In 
civil proceedings, the pmty against whom relief or 
recovery is sought. In criminal proceedings, the 
accused or the person charged with an offense. I 

Delinquency-any type of behavior performed 
by a juvenile that is considered a crime if it is 
committed by an adult. 

Dependency-the legal status of a juvenile over 
whom a juvenile court has assumed jurisdiction 
because the court has found the child's care by 
parents, guardian, or custodian to fall short of a legal 
standard of proper care. I For statistical purposes, 
dependent and neglected actions have been included 
in the dependency category. Dependent and ne­
glected actions on behalf of a child allege that the 
juvenile is without proper guardianship; or the. par­
ent, guardian, or person with whom the child lives is 
unfit to give proper care; or the juvenile has suffered 
from unlawful holding out from school, negligent 
medical care, lack of proper supervision, want or 
suffering, or injury to body or mind due to brutality, 
abuse, or neglect. (Note that child abuse, abandon­
ment, contlibuting to delinquency, and contIibuting 
to dependency and neglect are offenses chargeable 
to an adult and are classified as other criminal.) 

Directed verdict-an instruction by the judge to 
the jury to return a !:ipecific verdict. 4 

Dismissal-a decision by a judicial officer to 
terminate a case without a determination of guilt or 
innocence. 1 

Disposition-the action that terminates the jU1i0-
diction of a particular court over a person or a case. 

Divorce-the permanent dissolution of a marriage 
effected by the judgment of a court. 
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Domestic reiations-in courts of general juris­
diction, a category of civil actions which includes 
family problems such as divorce and offenses against 
spouses. 

Driving under the influence (alcohol) or driving 
while intoxicated (DWI)-the operation of any vehi­
cle after having consumed a quantity of alcohol 
sufficient to potentially interfere with the ability to 
maintain safe operation. I 

Driving under the influence (drugs)-the oper­
ation of any vehicle while attention or ability is 
impaired through the intake of a narcotic or any 
incapacitating quantity of another drug. I 

D\NI--see Driving under the influence. 
Equity case-a category of civil court cases in 

which remedies to civil wrongs are redressable by 
applying the rules of equity as distinguished from 
cases decided according to common law. Common 
law is concemed with damages after wrongful action l 

whereas equity is designed to provide relief where 
damages would be awarded too late to be meaning­
ful. In an equity case the court may order that 
something be done 0" may forbid certain actions (by 
injunction). 

Exception data-a report showing the number 
and types of errors in caseload repOlting by court, 

, used to correct such en'ors and pinpoint recurrent 
pattems of those errors. 

Extraordinary writ-a written court order di­
rected to a specific person requiring that person to 
perform or refrain from performing a specific act. 2 

Federal court-see COUtt. federal. 
Felony-a criminal offense punishable by death, 

or by incarceration in a state or federal confinement 
facility for a period of which the lower limit is 
prescribed by statute in a given jurisdiction, typicaUy 
one 1/ear or more. I 

FrHng-the commencement of a judicial proceed­
ing by formally entering a docllment or a piece of 
infOlmation into the official record of a court. \(A) 

First answe~see Answer. 
Guardian-a person lawfully invested with the 

power, and charged with the duty. of taking care of 
the person and managing the property and rights of 
another person who, for some peCUliarity of status, 
or defect of age, understanding, or self-control, is 
considered incapable of administering his own af­
fairs. 3 

Guardianship--the relation existing between a 
guardian and a ward. 

Habeas corpus-see Writ of habeas corpus. 
Indictment-a formal written accusation made by 

a grand jury and flied in a court, alleging that a 
specified person(s) has committed a specific 
offense(s). I An indictment usually represents the 
beginning of a criminal case. 

Information-a fOlmal written accusation made 
by a prosecutor and flIed in a court, alleging that a 
specified person(s) has committed a specific 
offense(s). I 

Injunotion-a mandatory or prohibitive writ is­
sued by a court. 4 

Judgment, civil-the official decision of a court 
upon the respective rights and claims of the parties 
in an action or suit submitted for its determination. 3 

cilmliial~the decision of a court, that the 
defendant is convicted or acquitted of the' offense(s) 
charged. I 

Jurisdiction-the territory, subject matter, or 
person over which lawful authority may be exer­
cised. I 

Jurisdiction, civil-the power to try and deter­
mine civil controversies between individuals. 

Jurisdiction, criminal-includes jurisdiction over 
felonies, felony preliminary hearings, misdemeanors, 
traffic, and municipal or county ordinance viola­
tions. 2(A) 

Jurisdiction, juvenile":'-the authority given to a 
court to hear or act upon a case involving a person(s) 
statutorily defmed as juvenile, alleged to be delin­
quent, dependent, or status offender(s). 

Jurisdiction, original-the lawful authority of a 
court or an administrative agency to hear or act upon 
a case from its beginning and to pass judgment on 
it. 1 (See Court of original jurisdiction.) 

Jury trial-see Trial,jury. 
Juvenile-a person under a statutorily specified 

limit of age. 
Juvenile court-see Jurisdiction, juvenile. 
Law case-a civil category in which cases are 

adjudicated on the basis of common law; that is, the 
principles and rules of action that derive their 
authority not from legislative statute, but from usages 
and customs or from the judgments and decrees of 
courts recognizing, afiirming, and enforcing such 
precedents. 

Mandamus-See Writ of mandamus. 
Memorandum opinion-see Opinion, memoran­

dum. 
Mental health-a civil case category in which a 

determination of the mental capacity or incapacity of 
an indhridual is made. 

Method of entry Into court-the ·means by 
which a criminal case is brought under the jurisdic-



tion of' a court. Examples of method of entry are 
charge, indictment, information. 
. Misdemeanor-an offense usually punishable by 

incarceration in a local confmement facility for a 
period ~ which the upper limit is prescribed by 
statute in a given jurisdiction, typically limited to a 
year or less. 1 

Motion-an oral or written request made by a 
party to an action, before, during, or after a trial, 
that a court issue a rule or order. 1 

Nolle prosequi-a formal entry upon the record 
by the plaintiff in a civil suit, or the prosecuting 
officer in a crimi.,al case, by which he declares that 
he "will no further prosecute" the case. 4 

Nolo contendere-a defendant's formal answer 
in court j to the charges in a complaint, infOlmation, 
or indictment, in which he states that he does not 
contest the charges, and which, while not an admis­
sion of guilt, subjects him to the same legal conse­
quences as a plea of guilty. 1 

Non-aut6 tort-a civil category which includes 
actions for damages for personal injury, property 
damage, or wrongful death resulting other than from 
the operation of a motor vehicle. . 

Non-Jury trial-see Trial, non-jury. 
Note of Issue-notice asserting that a ca.se is 

ready for trial. 
Notice of appeal-the first notice to the appellate 

court from a lower court or an attorney indicating 
that a cHse is being appealed. 

Offenses against administration of justice-a 
criminal category that includes all crimes related to 
the obstruction of justice. 

Offenses against person-·a criminal category 
that includes all criminal offenses' committed against 
people. 

Offenses against property-a criminal category 
that includes all criminal offenses committed against 
property . 
.. offenses against public order-a criminal cat­

egory that i,ncludes the wide variety of crimes 
relating to endangering public order. 

Opinion-the statement by a judge or court of a 
decision reached in regard to a ~ase tried or argued 
before it. (Distinctio~i should be made between 
published opinions, which are printed and distributed 
because they contain new legal interpretations, and 
\mpubltshed opinions, based solely on legal prece­
dent, which are not printed and distributed.) 

Opinion, memorandum-an opinion of a supe­
rior court which has no institutional or precedential 
value, and is used to affirm Unanimously a trial court 
decision or an administrative agency order. 
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Opinion, per cur1am-a phrase used to distin­
guish an opinion of the whole court from an opinion 
written by anyone judge. Sometimes it denotes an 
opinion written by the chief justice or presiding 
judge. 3 . 

Opinion, written-in appellate courts, thf: deci­
sions of judges which are recorded and published 
and based on established legal precedents, as op­
posed to those which are handed down orally. 

Original Jurisdiction-see Jurisdiction, original. 
Original proceedings-an appellate category 

that includes any new action filed during the report­
ing period or any case received on transfer or change 
of venue from another court. 

Other appeals-a residual category into which 
appeals were placed if not identified by the states as 
either civil or criminal. 

Other civil-a residual category into which civil 
cases that could not otherwise be categorized have 
been placed. 

Other criminal-a residual category into which 
criminal cases that could not be classified as felonies 
or misdemeanors have been placed. 

Other felony-a residual category used by some 
states to include felonies which do not fit into a 
classification scheme that specifies types of felonies. 

Other matters-a residual category into which 
were placed miscellaneous motions, petitions, or­
ders, writs not identified as appeals, requests to 
appeal, or original proceedi~gs. 

Other misdemeanor-a residual category used 
by some states to include misdemeanors which do 
not fit into a classification scheme which specifies 
types of misdemeanors. 

Other proceedings-a residual category for 
those criminal proceedings not identified as offenses 
against persons, property, public order, or the admin-
istration of justice. . 

Pending-the status of a case that has not been 
terminated or disposed of by the court. Beginning 
Pending is the number of cases pending in a particu­
lar court at the beginning of a reporting period. ENd 
Pending is the number of cases pending in a particu­
lar court at the end of a reporting period. 

Pending caseload-the number of cases at any 
given time which have been nled in a given court, or 
are before a given judicial officer, but have not 
reached disposition. 1 

Per curiam opinion-see Opinion, per curiam. 
Person,~1 injury-a hurt or damage done to a 

person or ~per$on '5 reputation as distinguished from 
an injury to tq)erson's property. 

Petition-a written application to a court request-
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ing the remedy of a civil wrong or relief from a 
conviction! sentence, or detention. 

Plea-a defendant's formal answer in court to the 
charges brought against him in a complaint, informa­
tion, or inpictment. ( 

Postconvictlon-H procedure available to H con­
victed offender, which serves to challenge either the 
validity or the legality of the conviction, or the 
legality of the imposition or execution of sentence 
resulting from the conviction. 

Preliminary hearing-synonymous with "prelim­
inary examination"; the hearing given by a magis­
trate or judge to determine whether a person charged 
with a crime should be held for trial. 4 Guilt or 
innocence is not at issue. 

Probate--a civil category that includes all actions 
involving wills, the settlement of estates, and guard i­
anships. 

Property rights-a category of civil case!) which 
involves the pl"Otection of the use or disposition, 
more spe(;)ifically ownership, one may lawfully exer­
cise over cO\lCrete objects. 

Published opinion-see Opinio~. 
Quashed .... ·-the action of a court in voiding a prior 

action or ordler, such as a wammt, a subpoena, or 
indictment, S(.\ that it has no further legal effect. 

Quo wam~nto-a writ issued by the state, de­
manding that an inJividual show by what right hel 
she exercises Inn authotity which can only be exer­
cised through grant or franchise emanating from the 
state. 4(A) 

Reciprocal support-all actions involving child 
support in which the case is either sent to another 
court outside the county or state or is received from 
another court outside the county or state. 

Rehearing requests-a category that includes 
requests by a party for a second consideration of a 
cause for the sole purpose" of calling to the court's 
attention any error, omission, or oversight that may 
have occurred during the first consideration. 

Remanded-a disposition by an appellate court 
that results in sending the case back to the original 
comt from which it came, for the purpose of having 
some action taken on it. 

Requests to appeal-a category which includes 
all petitions to an appellate comt to review a case or 
action previously decided by a trial court. 

Reversed-a disposition by an appellate court 
voiding, because of some errol!' or irregularity, a 
judgment. 

Settlement-cases not requiring judicial determi­
nation because the case is either settled out of court 

or is vollmtadly dismissed by the plaintiff prior to 
completion of trial. 

Small claims-a category of civil actions based 
on either tort or contract involving less than a 
specified dollar amount, which varies from state to 
state. 

Speedy trial-the right of the defendant to have 
a prompt trial. I 

State court-see Court, state. 
Tax case-a civil category which includes all 

cases or actions on local tax issues. 
Time Interval-the amount of time that occurs 

between two procedural steps in the processing of a 
case. 

Tort-a civil category that includes cases in which 
an injury or wrong has been committed, either with 
or without force, to the person or property of 
another, excluding breach of contract. (See Auto 
tort, Non-auto tort, and Unclassified tort.) 

Traffic-a criminal category which includes any 
action involving a violation of the traffic laws. 

Transfer-a category that covers those judgments 
that transfer or change the venue of an action from 
one location to another. 

TrIal-the examination of issues of fact and law 
in a case before a court that has jurisdiction over the 
case. 

Trial court-;-see Court, trial. 
Trial de novo-a completely new trial conducted 

as if no previous trial had been held. 
Trial, jury-a trial in which a jury determines the 

issues of fact in a case, ( 
Trial, non-jury-a trial in which there is no jury 

and in which a judicial officer determines the issues 
of fact and law in a c~~~. I 

Trusts-all civil actions relating to the ming and 
establishment c:f the fiduciary relationship known as 
trust, Le., a. right of propei'ty held by one party for 
th2 benefit of another. 

Unclassified tort-a residual category of cases 
that can: lot be classified as either auto tort or non-, 
auto tort cases. 

Unit of count-for general jurisdiction cour,', 
reporting purposes, the unit (action or person) that 
the court recognizes as the basis for counting a single 
case. (In the 1975 annual report, see Appendix C for 
the units of count being used in general jurisdiction 
courts.) 

Unpublished opinion-see Opinion. 
URESA (Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of 

Support Act)-aU actions before a court arising 
und~r the Unifonn Reciprocal Enforcement of Sup~ 



port Act, i.e., actions resulting from nonpayment of 
support by an individual ordered to pay that support 
by a court outside of the county or state. (See 
Reciprocal support.) 

Weighted caseload-a method of caseload re­
porting which assigns weights to cases according to 
the period of time necessary to process the case and 
permits an assessment of judicial workload in terms 
of time spent rather than number of cases. 

Wlthdrawn-a disposition category for reporting 
cases that are rued but later removed from the 
docket before adjudication. 

Wrlt-a written court order directed ito a specific 
person requiring that person to perform or refrain 
from performing a specific act. 2 

Writ of error-a writ directed to fIL lower court 
requiring it to remit to the appellate CO\llrt the record 
of an action before it, in order that examination may 
be made of certain errors alleged to have been 
committed. 

Writ of habeas corpus-a writ commanding that 

#. . 
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a person be brought before th~ court for considera­
tion of the legality of the detention or custody. 

Writ of certlorari-a writ issued from a higher 
court commanding judges or officers of a lower court 
to certify and transmit to the higher court all records 
of a case for review. 4(A) The appellate I court has 
discretion to grant or deny a petition for the writ. 

Writ of mandamus-a writ issued from a court 
of higher jurisdiction, directed to a lower court, 
commanding a public official to perform a public 
duty.4(A) 

Writ of prohibition-an extraordinary writ, is­
sue~ by a higher court to a lower court, to prevent 
the latter from exceeding its jurisdiction, by prohib. 
iting it from either assuming jurisdiction in a matter 
over which it has no control or from going beyond 
its legitimate powers in a matt(lr over which it has 
jurisdiction. 3(A) 

v.,'rltten oplnlon--see Opinion! written. 
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