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AN INTRODUCTION TO TRAFFIC DIRECTION AND CONTROL
IN THE POLICE FUNCTION |

ABSTRACT

This unit provides the student with some introductory
information concerning the law enforcement role in relation
to the traffic engineer and traffic flom. Thé unit includes
a discussion of routine police functions in traffic difection

and control as well as a discussion of traffic engineering.
BEHAVIORAL OBJECTIVES

Gain a basic understanding of what traffic direction
and control (TDC) encompasses.
Police responsibilities in conducting TDC
The role of the patrolman and the traffic

engineer in TDC.
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TRAFFIC DIRECTION AND CONTROL
Introduction
Definitions

Traffic direction and control (TDC) is the part of police traffic
services that involves telling drivers and pedéstrians how, where, and
when they may or may not move or stand at a particular place, especially
during periods of congestion or in emergéncies; generally, all police activ-
ities necessary to insure a smooth and orderly Flow of traffic. The key

words are how and when and where traffic can move. The control of vehicular and

pedestrian movement by police at a particular place such as, but not Timited

to, an intersection is known as point traffic control.

Routine Police Function

A routine police duty of practically all patrolmen is to}gonduct‘TDC.
The utilization of traffic signs, signals,and roadway markings helps the’
motorist and pedestrian under "normal" traffic conditions. However, the
~natrolman is still required, when human judgment is necessary, to handle
unusuaT traffic f1ow'situat10ns. Therefore, TDC is performed by the patrol-

man assigned to a beat, as well as the patrolman in the pb]ice car.
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TDC Objectives

The primary objectives that a patrolman is expected to fu]fi]]ywhi1e

conducting TDC are as follows:

Expedite the safe movement of vehicular and pedestrian traffic
Relieve congestion on roads and highways

Secure compliance with traffic laws.

Situations Requiring TDC

There are many situations where patrolmen must apply TDC techniques

and procedures. Some of these situations are as follows:

"Rush hour" traffic, namely the daily time periods people require

to go from home to work and return
Peak'hours of business at shopping and/or business areas, which
could occur several times during the day as well as during evening
hours ; . |
+ Twice daily school traffic
Special or unusual situations:
+ Accident scenes
Fikes or disaster areaé
Special events '
Parade

Sport arena, race track,
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Hazardous scenes

»  Improperly/illegally parked vehié1es,

Construction areas
Fallen trees

Downed 1amp post/powér Tines

Escort of special traffic

[

4

Oversized loads
Military convoys
VIP vehicles
Funerals |
Parades

Dangerous or valuable cargo,
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Responsibilities

 Performance Requirements

The patrolman is responsible for expediting the safe and smooth flow

of vehicular/pedestrian traffic when he is assigned to a station or when he |

detects a traffic problem. Specifically, he is required to:

o Regulate cross flow

North and South
East and West

Control turning movements

Detour traffic in emergencies

Supervise signal obedience
When necessary, directktraffic to enhance traffic.
control | ‘
Protect pedestrians
PreventfjayWa1king‘
Other hazardous crossings
Secure compliance with traffic Taws
Prevent illegal parkihg

- Enforce traffic laws

Provide safe passage of emergency vehicles

When a conf1iét exists, ﬁriority shouTd be
~given to the heavierhvehiCTe
- Fire truck L
Ambulance
- ~Police car
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Select routes for escorted traffic
Give routing and traffic law information.
Remember: Tow trucks and related equipment are not considered emergency

equipment in Maryland.

Point Traffic Control

The control of vehicular and pedestrian movement by police at a particdlar
place is known as point traffic control. A patrolman must decide who uses the
roadway, in what order, for how long, and under what conditions. The direc-
ktiona1 flow of traffic can be any of the following: bdth streets two-way,
both streets one-way, one street two-way, or between intersections. Although
point traffic control is usually performed at intersections, it can also be

performed on any type of roadway, which includes Timited access highways.

Method of Controlv

The methods a patrolman uses to direct fraffic are fundamenta11y‘the
same.  It is the conditions that vary. A patrolman manually directs traffic
by means of a standard set of signals and gestures. The patrolman can also
supplement traffic control devices in situations where they are 1nadequate by
manua11y contro111ng the device or supplementing traffic s1gnals and/or signs

by using signals and gestures. A det%11ed discussion of signals and gestures

and their application is contained in unit XVII, pages XVII - 4 through XVII - 13.

For further reference, see Art1c1e 66 1/2, Section 11-103 and 11-201 of the

Motor Vehicle Laws of Maryland.
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Traffic Engineering

Definition of Traffic Engineering (TE)

The Institute of Traffic Engineers defines TE as "that phase of engi-
neering which deals with the planning and geometric desian of streets, highways,
and abutting lands, and with traffic operation thereon, as their use is related
to the safe, convenient, and economic transportatibn of persons‘and goodé;”"

Some of the tasks for which the traffic engineer-{s responsible are:

Conduct roadway surveys to determine the vd]umeg speed; and
destination of traffic |

Roadway design and Tayout; installation of traffic signals,
signs and pavement markings (traffic control devices)
Parking regulation ‘

Establishment of traffic flow patterns; i.é., one-way ° -
streets, etc. | |

Setting of speed Timits for new roads and highways.

The traffic engineering field is relatively new. The title of "traffic
engineer"” wés first‘officia11y recognized in 1921 in the State of Ohio. foday,
many small cities and towns still do not have a traffic engineer. Cities in
the population catégory of S0,000‘or smaller tend to re1y.on the po]ice‘tblfulQ,
- fill the tfaffic engineering funCtion. Usually one officer is delegated the

responsibility and his cost is part of the police budget.
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The Individual Officer's Role in TE

Each police officer can help the traffic engineer to reduce traffic
accidents and expedite the safe movement of traffic, since officers are in the
best position to detect traffici.ay inadequacies. Typical examples of inade-

quacies and improvements which the patrolman can report are:

A traffic control device which is obscured, damaged, or missing
The need for a no parking zone near an intersection to facilitate
traffic flow

A street which needs new lane markings to facilitate traffic flow
and prevent accidents

A malfunctioning or inoperative traffic light

Need to increase or decrease the intervals of a traffic light

to aid in clearing a problematic intersection.

- Al1 the suggestions might not be implemented. However, the patrolman should

be alert to suggest improvements. The traffic engineer will determine the

final action that will be taken based on factual justifications..

Remember that TDC is a duty of every police officer. It is not a

secondary function to reguiar crime prevention patrol.

Remember also that public relations are closely related to aood TDC.
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Directions: Circie the letter of the one item which best completes the °

following statements.

1. The patrolman is expected to conduct TDC:
a. 1in unusual traffic flow situations
b. when automatic signals are not operating properly
c. to relieve congestion on roads and highWays
d. all of the above. |
2. Point traffic control is usually performed at:
a. cevrtain types of roadways
b. Tlimited access highways
c. interszctions
d. all of the above.
3 Traffic engineering includes:
a. vroadway design
b. roadway construction
c. traffic control
d. all of the above. |
4. A patrolman can help the traffic engineer to reduce traffic by

reporting for his beat:

a.
b.
c.

d.

the number of accidents occurring‘each month
the approximate number and type of vehicles using the roadways
the need for a no parking zone near an intersection

all of the above.

Turn to the next page to check your answers.
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KEY

all of the above.

(See pages XV - 2 and XV - 3.)

intersections.

(See page XV - 4.)

roadway design.

(See page XV - 7.)

the need for a no parking zone near an intersection.

(See page XV - 8.)
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