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Preface 

Two subjects of coatemporary interest-prison 
overcrowding and the increase of imprisoned women­
receive special attention in this report, the most recent in a 
series providing information on the number and movement 

. of prisoners held in the custody of State and Federal 
correctional authorities. Based chiefly on data for 1977, the 
report also examines historical trends in yearend prisoner' 
counts at the national level. The yearend 1977 distribution 
of inmates and changes in the patterns of prison population 
at the State and regional levels are discussed, as are the vo­
lume and types of prison admissions and departures during 
the year. Unlike the two preceding reports in the series, this 
one does not include a count of the inmate population fit 
midyear. 

The focus of this report is on individuals sentenced as 
adult or youthful offenders to a maximum term of more 
than 1 year. Also considered, however, ale relatively small 
numbers of inmates serving sentences of a year or less and 
of unsentenced persons housed within prison walls; in this 
report, prisoners serving terms of 1 year or less are referred 
to as inmates with "short" or "short,~r" sentences. 

The narrative and mo.sl charls in this report are based 
on the tables in Appendix I. These tables incorporate all 
data receiv"d as of June 15, 1978, by the Bureau of the 
Census from correctional authorities in the 50 States, the 
District of Columbia, and the Federal Bureau of Prisons. 
Any updated or revised information received after that date 
will be reflected in subsequent publications in thtl series . 
Appendix 11 consists of a statement of methodology and 
the questionnaire used in collecting the data, and Appendix 
III contains explanatory notes relating to each 
jurisdiction's degree of conformity with the criteria and 
definitions of the National Prisoner Statistics (NPS) pro­
gram. 

Prisoners in State aftd FederallnstitutiOlls is an annual 
publication, one in several series of reports prep'ared under 
the NPS program. Based on voluntary reporti·rig, th,e pro­
gram was instituted to collect and interpret data on i.~mates 
in State and Federal correctional institutions. Initiated by 
the Bureau of the Census in 1926, the program was 
transferred to the Bureau of Prisons in 1950 and to the Law 
Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA) in 1971. 
Since 1972, the Bureau of the Census, acting as collecting 
agent for LEAA, has had the responsibility for compiling 
the statistical data required for the NPS program. 

iii 



CONTENTS 
Page 

Preface .................................................. "............. ............................................................ iii 

Introduction 0'" _'~II'".'_I" .I'"'~'I' •••••• "'''1'' "' "111' i",," "".0' tt II •••••• t.I., .,.1 "'_"~"I"" 1.1 •••• , ••• , ••• , •••• •••• I.~ 

Growth and overcrowding ....................... , ........................................................................... . 
Record rate of increase starting in 1973 .................................................................................. 1 
Courts scrutinize prison conditions... .................................................................................... 2 
The landmark Johnson ruling.............................................................................................. 2 
State prisoners housed in local jails....................................................................................... 2 

Geographic distribution....................................................................................................... 3 
Nearly half in the South................................................................................................... 3 
South Carolina again had most prisoners per capita.............................................................. 4 
Most States gained prisoners ............................................................................................. 4 

Faster rate of increase for female inmates............................................................................... ;J 

Women likelier to have short senWnces ............................................................................... 5 
Females relatively more numerous in Federal sector............................................................... 5 

Admissions and releases....................................................................................................... 5 
Texas had highest total..................................................................................................... 6 
Louisiana had highest rate of new court commitments........................................................... 6 
Decrease in violators returned ........................................................ ,................................... 6 
California had a tenth of returned violators.............................. ........................................... 6 
Use of parole increased ....................................... .................. ..... ...... ................ ................ 6 
State-Federal means of release differed................................................................................ 6 
Use of supervised mandatory release also varied ........... ,.......... ............................................. 7 
Expirect sentences main kind of unconditional release............................................................. 7 
Admissions-releases differed for males and females.... ............. ....... .................. ..... .......... ....... 7 

Appendix I. Data tables ................................................................................ , .. ,.............. 9 

Appendix II. Data co\1ection method and questionnaire...... ..................................................... 25 

Appendix Ill. Explanatory notes ............ ........... .................. ................ ............. .......... ......... 33 

Charts 
I. Number of sentenced State and Federal prisoners at yearend, 1925-1977 .................................. . 
2. Number of sentenced State and Federal prisoners per 100,000 U.S. civilian population, 

1940-1977 ................................................................................................................. 2 
3. Number of sentenced State prisoners per 100,000 population, December 31, 1977 ....................... 4 
4. Percent distribution of admissions to State and Federal institutions, by type, 1977....................... 6 
5. Percent distribution of releases from State and Federal institutions, by type, 1977 ....................... 6 
6. Differences in the percent distribution of releases from State and Federal institutions, 

by type, 1977 ............................................................................................................. 7 
7. Percent distribution of conditional and unconditional releases from State and Federal 

institutions, by type, 1977 ............................................................................................. 7 

v 



Tables 
Text Page 

A. Distribution of sentenced State prisoner population and of U.S. population, by region, December 
31, 1977 .......... , .................... , .............. , ....... , ........ i •••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• "1\'1 3 

B. Increase in sentenced State prisoner population during 1976 and 1977, by region .................. 3 
C. Ranking of the 10 States with most sentenced prisoners and of 10 States with the highest rate per 

capita, December ~1, 1976, and December 31, 1977......................................................... 3 
D. Increase in sentenced female prisoner population, by jurisdiction and region, December 31, 1976, 

to December 31, 1977 .. , ................ '111 ............................ '1........................................... 5 

Appendix I 

1. Total number of persons held in State and Federal institutions on December 31, 1977 and 
Decenlber 31, 1976 .... 1 ••••••••••••••••• ,t ••• ".1 .1 •••••••••••• , It. I."'" •••••••••• it •••••• 1.1 •••••••• II Ii •• , II •••• , II 10 

2. Total number of males held in State and Federal institutions on December 31, 1977 and December 
31,1976 ................................................................................................................... 11 

3. Total number of females held in State and Federal institutions on December 31, 1977 and 
December 31, 1976..................................................................................................... 12 

4. Sentenced prisoners in State and Federal institutions on December 31, 1976 and December 31, 
1977, by region and State ............................................................................................ 13 

5. Sentenced male prisoners in State and Federal institutions on December 31, 1976 and December 
31, 1977, by region and State ............................ "' ..... "' ............ "'.................................... 14 

6. Sentenced female prisoners in State and Federal institutions on December 31, 1976 and December 
31, 1977, by region and State ....................................................................................... 15 

7. Movement of sentenced prisoners in State and Federal institutions, by region and 
State, 1977 ................................................................................................................ 16 

8. Movement of sentenced male prisoners in State and Federal institutions, by region and 
State, 1977 ................................................................................................................ 18 

9. Movement of sentenced female prisoners in State and Federal institutions, by region and 
State, 1977 ................................................................................................................ 20 

10. Number and type of conditional and unconditional releases for sentenced prisoners in 
State and Federal institutions, by region and State, 1977........ ............................ ................... 22 

11. Number and type of conditional and unconditional releases for sentenced male prisoners 
in State and Federal institutions, by region and State, 1977 ..................... ,.............................. 23 

12. Number and type of conditional and unconditional releases for sentenced female prisoners 
in State and Federal institutions, by region and State, 1977.................................................... 24 

vi 



Introduction 

A record 291,667 prisoners were ,",eld in the custody of 
State and Federal correctional authorities on December 31, 
1977. This yearend count included 278,141 inmates, or 9S 
percent of the total, sentenced to a maximum term of more 
than I year and 13,526 with a shorter term or no sentence. 
It wus the third enumeration in a row to reach a newall­
time high, although the rate of increase for the year-S 
percent-was only about half that for 1976. Although 
arrecting State institutions in each of the Nation's major 
geographical regions, the slowdown was more pronounced 
among Federal facilities, which he:~ about a tenth of all 
inmates. The reduction in the rate of increase was ap­
proximately the same for inmates of each sex. As in recent 
years, female inmates continued to iil.:rease at a rate 
significantly higher than that for males. The increase in the 
prison population centered on the majority group (i.e., 
inmates serving terms of more than a year), as the number 
of persons with a shorter term or without sentence actually 
declined. 

The 1977 slowdown in the overall rate of increase in 
the prison population may largely reflect the inability of 
States as a whole to provide adequate housing for the large 
volume of persons sentenced to serve time in prison. 

Evidence of the problem is given by the relatively large 
number of States lorced to house some of their prisoners in 
local jails. Overcrowding and related shor~comings. 
moreover, have increasingly involved States in litigation 
designed to bring about improved living conditions within 
their correctional institutions. 

Growth and overcrowding 

During the half century in which the Nation's State 
and Fecteral prison inmates have been counted annually, 
the size and rate of increase in this population have 
fluctuated in response to prevailing social, political, and 
economic trends. Prior to the 1970's, major events 
influencing the rate of growth included Prohibition, the 
Great Depression, and World War II. A sharp expansion in 
the prison population since early in the 1970's reflects the 
impact of the post-War "baby boom," as well as a recent 
trend toward more rigorous applict\tion of criminal justice 
sanctions. 

Record rate of increase starting in 1973 

Since the mid· 1920's, there have been two periods of 
sustained growth-I925-39 and 1944-61-in the prison 

Figure 1. Number of Sentenced State and Federal Prisoners at Yearend. 1925 - 1977 
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population. Each was followed by n period of sharp decline 
(Fig. I). Between 1968 and 1972, the count, even though 
affected by un lIndercoverage, generally showed a upward 
trend.'Since 1972, however, the rise in the number of 
sentenced prisoners has been dramatic, averaging close to 8 
percent, despite the marked slowdown in 1977. A total of 
278.141 such inmates, 6 percent more than a year earlier, 
were being held as of December 31, 1977.1 

The most recent period of growth has altered the ratio 
of sentenced prisoners to the U.S. population as a whole, 
The 278,141 sentenced inmates held in State and Federal 
institutions on December 31, 1977, yielded an inmate-to­
population ratio of 129 per 100,000, highest since 1940 (Fig. 
2). More important, this growth was taxing the capacity of 
correctional facilities in many parts of the country. 
Epitomizing the seriousness and pervasiveness of thl! 
problem was the declaration made in the proposed 

Figure 2. Number of Sentenced State and Federal 
Prisoners per 100,000 United States 
Civilian Population, 1940 • 1977 
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'Several States did not provide dlltll to the NPS progrllm for the 
YClIrs 1968, 1969, lind 1970. See U.S. Department of Justice, 
Fcderal Burellu of Prisons, Prisollers ill SIal I.' alld Federal 
IIISllIlIIiolls for Ad/lll Fe/OilS, NPS Bulletin No. 47. April 197:!. 

IUnless otherwise indicated, the analysis in the remainder of this 
report focuses 1101 on the total prison population of 291 ,667 but, 
consistent with previous issues in this NPS series, on the 278.141 
inmlltes with a maximum sentence of more than I year. The 
difference between the lWO ligures represents inmlltcs with shorter 
sentences and unsentenced inmates. Examples of unsentenced' 
inmates arc those held for safekeeping. those undergoing 
presentencing evaluation. narcotics addicts under civil (i.e. 
noncriminnl) commitment. and. in Stutes operating 1I combined 
jllil-priscn system, those held awaiting trial or sentencing. On the 
data tllbles and elsewhere in the report. inmates serving a sentence 
greater than 1I year are referred to as "sentenced prisoners." or 
"sentenced inmates." 
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Corrections Construction and Program Development Act 
of 1977 that "overcrowded conditions in State, county, and 
local prisons and jails have reached crisis proportions. II) 

Courts scrutjnize prison conditions 

The 1960's may be heralded as the beginning of court 
concern with the practices of correctional systems. The 
bU8es for judicial scrutiny of jails and prisons have been the 
"due process" and "equal protection" clauses of the 14th 
Amendment to the U.S. Cnnstitution and the "cruel and 
unusual punishment" provision of the 8th Amendment. 

Federal court orders to upgrade and expand facilities 
have called national uttention to prison overcrowding. A 
number of States hllve received such orders and others have 
become involved in litigation in which overcrowding was a 
major issue. Initially. the strategy of the courts was to 
mandate States to correct objectionable conditions; when 
this prov~d ineffective, however, the courts themselves 
began to define miuimal acceptable standards for 
correctional institutions. 

The landmark Johnson ruling 

A key decision in the litigation concerning prison 
conditions was handed down against the Alabama State 
Board of Corrections on January 13. 1976. by the U.S. 
District Court for Alabama. In this case, presiding Judge 
Frank M. Johnson. Jr., ruled that cruel and inhuman 
punishment. in violation of 8th Amendment rights, was 
suffered by those incarcerated in Alabama prisons. Judge 
Johnson's decision mandated that each prisoner be 
provided with at least 60 square feet of cell noorspace. In 
addition. the Johnson mandate included the improvement 
of physical security; the assignment of a meaningful job to 
each inmate; the improvement of medical care for inmates; 
and the provision 0f three nutritious meals daily.4 

This case accelerated the impetus toward improving 
Stote prison conditions and alleviating the more immediute 
effects of overcrowding through such means as early 
release. extended use of probation and parole, and com­
munity service and restitution programs. In certain 
jurisdictions, prison overcrowding has been relieved by 
housing inmates in non-State facilities. 

State prisoners housed in local jails 

. During the last several years, overcrowding has forced 
correctional authorities in some States to use local jails as 
substitute accomodations for prisoners sentenced to serve 
time in State institutions. Of the prisoners held in State 
custody on December 31, 1977, 1.735 were housed in local 

'United States Senate Bill s.1245. 95th Congress, 1st Session. 
February 21. 1977. 

'In subsequent court action. the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeliis 
upheld most of these guidelines but rejected the requirement for 60 
squart: feet of floor area. 



jails because of overcrowding in State correctional 
facilities. Furthermore, 5,313 additional prisoners, not in­
cluded in the totul, were held in local jails becuuse of 
overcrowded prisons in six States thut do not consider such 
prisoners to be under custody of State correctional 
uuthcrities. Taken togethel, 7,048 prisoners throughout the 
United States were housed in local jails for lack of spuee in 
State facilities; a year eal'lier the ligure was 7,725. Perhaps 
reflecting the State's response to the Johnson decision, 
Alabama accounted for 37 percent of the inmates 
incarcerated in jails. 

Among the 10 States housing inmates in local jails in 
order to alleviate overcrowding, only 4-Maryland (921), 
South Carolina (697), Massachusetts (59), and Michigan 
(58)-cllnsidercd them to be in the custody of the State 
correctional system. The other six jurisdictions-Alabama 
(2,626), Florida (253), Louisiana (780), Mississippi (575), 
New Jersey (255), and Virginia (824)-did not consider 
them to be in State custody. 

Six of the 10 States known to have housed inmates in 
local jails as of yearend 1977 ranked among the Nation's 
top 10 in the ratio of sentenced prisoners per capita. As a 
whole, the group of 10 held 30 percent of the Nation's State 
inmates. Nine of the 10 jurisdictions recorded prison po­
pulation increases for the year, ranging from 2 to 27 
percent, with Louisiana recording the greatest rise. 

Geographic distribution 

One-tenth of the Nation's sentenced prisoners were in 
Federal custody as of December 31,1977. The distribution 
of those under State jurisdicti l )l1 as of that date generally 
reflected traditional geographical patterns of prisoner 
concentration. As a result of growth and overcrowding in 
some State correctional systems, however, there were 
cerhlin changes in the distributIon. 

Nearly half in the South 

Of the nearly 1/4 million State prisoners sentenced to a 
maximum term of more than a year, 47 percent were 
incarcerated in the South.' This proportion markedly 
exceeded that region's one-third share of the general U.S. 
population. In each of the other regions, the proportion of 
inmates was lower than that of their population (Table A). 

The rate of increase in the number of State prisoners 
during 1977 WllS not the same for all regions orthe country. 
It \Vas highest in the South and lowest in the West. A year 
earlier, the increase had been greatest in the North Central 

'States included within each region arc listed in the data tables. Ap­
pendix I. 

Table A. Distribution of sentenced State prisoner 
population and of U.S. population, by region, 
December 31, 1977 

Region 

State Total 
Northeast 
NQrth Central 
South 
West 

Prisoner popdution Percent of 
U.S. 

Number Percent population 

249,491 100 100 
37.841 IS 23 
58,265 23 27 

117.625 47 32 
35,760 IS 18 

Table B. Increase in sentenced State prisoner 
population during 1976 tmd 1977, by region 

Increase between Increase between 
yeurend 1975 yearend 1976 

and 1976 and 1977 
Region Number Percent Number Percent 

State total 20,030 9 13.638 6 
Northeast 2,904 9 1,661 5 
North Central 6,584 14 3,500 6 
South 7,743 8 7,595 7 
West 2,799 9 882 3 

region and lowest in the South (Table B). These shifts were 
attributable to differences in the extent to which a 
reduction occurred in the rate of prison population 
increase. A slowdown characterized the rate in each of the 
regions: the drop was sharpest in the North Central States 
(8 percentage points) and smallest in the South (I 
percentage poirlt). 

Table C. Ranking of the 10 States with most 
sentenced prisoners and of the 10 States with the 
highest incarceration rate per capita, December 
31, 19i6, and December 31, 1977 

Number of 
prisoners held 

Nat\. Yearend Yearend 
rank 1976 1977 

I Texas Texas 
2 California New York 
3 Florida Florida 
4 New York California 
5 Ohio Michigan 
6 Michigan Ohio 

Pl'isoners per 
100.000 population 

Yearend Yearend 
1976 1977 

S. Carolina S. Carolina 
Georgia N. Carolina 
N. Carolina Georgia 
Florida Florida 
Maryland Maryland 
Texas Nevada 

7 N. Carolina N. Carolina Nevada Texas 
8 Georgia (ie()rgia Michigan Louisiana 
9 lIIinois Illinois Oklahoma Michigan 
10 Maryland Maryland Virginia Virginia 
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Figure 3. Number of 'lentenced State Prisoners per 100,000 Population, December 31,1977 

South Carolina again had most 
prisoners per capita 

As suggested by the regional distribution of sentenced 
pri~oners. individual States in the South generally held 
more inmates per capita than did jurisdictions elsewhere in 
the Nation (Fig. 3)." Eight of the top 10 States having the 
highest ratio of prisoners per 100,000 population were in 
the SOl~th, with South Carolina ranking first as of yearend 
1977, as it had a year earlier (Table C). 

For the third consecutive year, Texas held more 
sentenced prisoners (22,517) than any other State. The \0 
Stutes with the largest number of prisoners at the close of 
1970 remained in that group a year later, although the rank 
order changed somewhat. In the most recent count, the 
number of prisoners in these States ranged from 22,517 in 
Texas down to 8,148 in Maryland. 

Six of the top 10 States with respect to the absolute 
number of prisoners were also among the first 10 r.anked on 

'Comparisons at the State level exclude the District of Columbia. 
which, us un urban area throughout. is not comparable with the 50 
Stllles. Overall nationtll and regional findings are bused on all data. 
including those for the District of Columbia. 
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Per 100,000 Civilian Population 

D 0-49 • 100·174 

D 60·99 c:J 175 or Moro 

a per capita basis. As for the remaining four, Ohio was 
17th, New York 21st, Illinois 25th, and California 32nd. 

Most States gained prisoners 

Four-lifths of the jurisdictions in the United States 
registered increases in the absolute size of their sentenced 
prison populations during 1977. Forty States gained 
inmates, nine States and the District of Columbia had 
fewer. and one State (Vermont) remained at the same level. 
Texas. the Stute holding the most inmates at yeurend 1977, 
also had the greatest increase in their number. 1,800 more 
than a year earlier. 

Among the 10 jurisdictions registering prison 
pupulation decreases during 1977, the most notable drop 
was in California, which went from s~('ond to fourth place 
in the number of prisoners. The number of inmates 
decreased by 775. or 4 percent, in that State. 

In relative rather than absolute terms, Louisiana 
posted the largest prison popUlation increase (27 percent) 
and Mississippi the sharpest decrease (18 percent). In each 
case. the change was related to the problem of prison 



overcrowding and involved inmates not considered to be 
under the jurisdiction of State correctional authorities. 
Within Louisiana, a sizeable number of such prisoners w~\re 
admitted during 1977 to State facilities upgraded to meet 
occupancy standards. In Mississippi, a lack of space in 
State facilities sharply recuced the flow of convicted 
criminals from local' jails to prison. 

Faster rate of increase 
for female inmates 

Consistent with the trend in recent years. the 1977 rate 
of increase among females sentenced to more than a year 
was considerably higher tlran that for males-1O percent vs. 
6 percent. Despite the much higher rate of incarceration 
among females, \heir total number-I 1.044 at yeur's end­
remained relatively small and their share of the sentenced 
in,TIate population (4 percent) Wi~S virtually unchanged 
from a year earlier. 

'1Jomen likelier to have short sentences 

Although women entered the Nation's prisons to serve 
sentences of more than I year at an appreciable rate, there 
were nt;ar!y 1,000 additional incarcerated women (8 percent 
of the total) serving shorl terms (a year or less) or having 
no sentence. Eighty-six percent of these persons were under 
jurisdiction of the States, nearly half of them in the West, 
and somewhat more than a third in California. The high 
concentration of these inmates in Culiforniu was mainly 
attributable to the practice of committing many narcotics 
addicts, w;,ether female or male, under civil (i.e., 
noncriminal) law. As a proportion of the nationwide State 
inmate population serving short terms or no sentence, 
California held 44 percent of all females and 18 percent of 
all males; a large majority of these persons were under civil 
commitment. 

Throughout the Nation, women were more likely than 
men to have short sentences or no st:ntence at all. Among 
all male prison inmates, the ratio of persons sentenced to 
more than I year to those with a short sentence was about 
21 to I. The corresponding relationship for female inmates 
was II to I. 

Females relatively more numerous 
in Federal sector 

The number of sentenced female prisoners increased in 
alill;gions of the country, with the highest rate (13 percent) 
being recorded in the Nonit Centr!\1 region. Federal 
institutions, however, had a rate of increase for lemal\; 
inmates that was some 7 percentage points higher than that 
for the States combined (Table D). As of yearend 1977, 
Federal institutions held some 15 percent of all s(.'ntenced 
female inmates: the corresponding figure for males was 10 
percent. 

Table D. Increase In sentenced female prisoner 
population, by Jurisdiction and region, December 
:h, 1976, to December 31, 1977 

Jurisdiction Increase 
and Yearend Yearend 

region 1976 1977 Number Percent 

U.S. total 10,039 11,044 1,005 10 
Federal total 1,459 1,694 235 16 
State total 8.580 9,350 770 9 

Northeast 1,038 1,075 37 4 
North Central 1,903 2,!46 243 13 
South 4,~ 11 4,669 356 8 
West 1.326 1.460 134 10 

Female inmates were distributed across the Nation's 
four major regions in much the same proportions as the 
State prison population as a whole. At the subregional 
level, the number of female prisoner~ increased in 37 
jurisdictions, decreased in II, and waS unchanged in 1. No 
female prisoners were held in either Montana or New 
Hampshire as of yearend 1977, although nn unknown 
number convicted in the latter State were servitlg time in 
Connecticut facilities. 

As it had in 1976, Texus held more femv.le prisoners 
(970) at yearend 1977 than did any other State. Florida, 
with 789 female prisoners, and Californiu, with 671. ranked 
second and third, respectively. The largest ubsolute gain in 
female prisoners occurred in Texas, where 147 were udded 
during 1977. 

Admissions and releases 

During 1977, State und Federal institutions 
experienced a total of 163,203 admissions and 147,895 
releases of prisoners sentenced to more than I year. The 
resulting ratio of about II udmissions per 10 releuscs ap­
plied to both the Federal and State jurisdictions and yielded 
a net increase of 15,308 sentenced prisoners acrosS the 
Nation as of yearend 1977. Persons newly sent to prison by 
the courts accounted for the bulk (79 percent) of 
admissions, with most of the remainder consisting of 
violators of parole or other types of conditional release, 
escapees returned, or individuals transferred from other 
jurisdictions (Fig. 4). Releases from prison, four-fifths of 
them conditional and the remainder unconditional, made 
up 84 percent of .. II dep"rtures; the remaining number 
consisted mainly of escapes, interjurisdictiollu\ tran~fers, or 
deaths (Fig. 5). In 1977, 620 prisoners died. one of whom 
(in Utah) was killed by a firing squad in the first execution 
in the United States in nearly 10 years. 
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Figure 4. Percent Distribution of Admissions to State 
and Federal Institutions, by Type, 1977 
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Only Federal institutions recorded a higher volume 
(33,700) of admissions and releases involving sentenced 
prisoners than did Texas, which led among State 
jurisdictions with 22,116 during 1977. One other State, 
California, had more than 20,000 admissions and releases. 
New York and Florida ranked third and fourth, 
respectively. 

Louisiana had highest rate 
of new court commitments 

In relative terms, Louisiana reported the highest 
increase (150 percent) in new court commitments, with 
1,732 more in 1977 than in 1976. As indicated previously, 
this large rise came about mainly as a result of admitting 
prisoners who had been held in local jails awaiting the 
completion of new State facilities. In terms of the absolute 
number of new court commitments, however, Texas led all 
Stales, admitting 10,548 inmales from the courts in 1977,9 
percent more than in 1976. 

Decrease in violators returned 

Whereas the overall level of admissions to Stale 
prisons increased by less than I percent in 1977 as 
compared with 1976, the number of violators of conditional 
release who were returned to prison decreased by 7 percent. 
The latter development was in large measure associated 
with the problem of prison overcrowding; in some States, 
less serious violators were not returned to prison because of 
overcrowded facilities, and, in other jurisdictions, the 
imposition of shorter paroles had the effect of reducing the 
time f['ame during which parolees could commit violations 
leading to reincarceralion. Four States-Alabama, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, and Utah-had decreases of at least 50 percent 
in the number of violators returned during 1977. In ad­
dition to these four States, 24 other jurisdictions had 
decreases in the number of violators returned. 
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Figure 5. Percent Distribution of Releases from State 
~nd Federal Institutions, by Type, 1977 
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California had a tenth of returned violators 

California, which held slightly fewer than 7 percent of 
all sentenced inmates under State jurisdiction as of yearend 
1977, accounted for somewhat over a tenth of all prisoners 
returned to State correctional institutions because of parole 
or other conditional release violations. The number of these 
re-admissions in California was 2,031. Seven other States 
had more than 1,000 admissions of this type, with New 
York (1,697) ranking second. Considering State and 
Federal jurisdictions combined, Federal institutions a'';I,) 
accounted for about one-tenth (2,129) of all prisoner re­
admissions stemming from violations of parole or other 
forms of conditional release. 

Use of parole increased 

Paroles, which traditionally have been the most com­
mon forms of release from State institutions, increased 
from 73.724 in 1976 to 82,796 in 1977, or by 12 percent. The 
bulk of this increase was attriblltable to a few States­
California (2,350), Illinois (1.971), Texas (1,569), Georgia 
(1,025), and Ohio (991). A decrease of comparable 
magnitude was experienced only in North Carolina, which 
had 1,030 fewer paroles (23 percent less) than in 1976. 
There was a slight absolute decrease in the number of 
paroles granted in the Federal pris(ln system. 

State-Federal means of release differed 

As in previous years, State correctional systems were 
far more likely than the Federal system to utilize 
conditional releases, and less inclined to use unconditional 
releases (Fig. 6). Within the States, 72 percent of all releases 
from prison were conditional in form, compared with only 
33 percent of all releases from Federal prisons. The latter, 
on the other hand, had a higher proportion of "other" 
releases than did Stale institutions (18 vs. 3 percent). 
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Figure 6. Differences in the Percent Distribution of Releases from State and Federal Institutions. by Type. 1977 
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Use of supervised mandatory release also varied 

Nearly 4 out of every 10 prisoners conditionally 
released from Federal prisons were returned to the com­
munity after serving their maximum sentence (less any 
time-off for good behavior) but under the obligation to 
submit to street supervision. This arrangement, known as 
"supervised mandatory release," applied to only 7 percent 
of State inmates released conditionally (Fig. 7). New York 
and Florida alone accounted for more than half the State 
total of such releases. 

Figure 7. Percent Distribution of Conditional and 
Unconditional Releases from State and 
Federal Institutions, by Type, 1977 
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Four percent of the State prison inmates who were 
granted conditional releases dunng 1977 were freed on a 
probationary status subject to court supervision. Thirty 
percent of all releases from prison to probation were 
granted in Ohio, which makes relatively wide use of a 
special form of release, "shock probation." Under this 
arrangement, the sentence handed down by the court 
specifically stipulates that the probationary period be 
preceded by a short term of imprisonment, designed to 
expose the individual to the rigors of prison life. As a form 
of release from confinement, probation is not used in the 
Federal system. 

Expired sentences main kind 
of unconditional release 

Sentence expirations accounted for more than 9 in 10 
of all unconditional releases, both in the States and the 
Federal system. The remainder were either commutations 
or "other" unconditional releases. Commutations were 
rarely used in the Federal system, but accounted for slightly 
more than 6 percent of all unconditional releases carried 
out by the State jurisdictions. Four States-Georgia, 
Maryland, Oklahoma, and Pennsylvania-accounted for 
71 percent of all commutations in 1977. 

Admissions-releases differed 
for males and females 

The types of admissions for men and women were 
similar in the Federal system. Within the State systems, 
however, the types of admission differed for persons of op­
posite sex: Men were twice as likely as women (14 vs. 7 
percent) to be admitted as returned violators of parole or 
other conditi'onal release, whereas women were somewhat 
more apt (83 vs. 78 percent) to be newly committed by the 
courts. 
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Men and women tended to be released froIl). prison 
under similar types of arrangements within the various 
State systems, but their means of release from the Federal 
system differed. Some 39 percent of the women were 
released under the category "other," believed to consist 

8 

mainly of temporary absences eventually followed by 
outright release; for men, the corresponding figure was 
about 17 percent. On the other hand, men were more apt 
than women (24 vs. 16 percent) to be released 
unconditionally. 



Table 1. Total number of persons held in State and Federal institutions 
on December 31, 1977 and December 31, 1976 

SNltpncC'd n\lll'r 
Divisions, regions, Tutal rlf/i~()nE'r E()Eulo.tlon pr1f1ntWf po(!ul.l.tiul1 
and States 12/31777 12.731776 Il 3177"1 l!./.ll77(:' I d; \ 777 1 ~TIT.7'f(,-

United States, Tolal ~91,667 278,000 1.78,141 264,831 13,<;~6 1 S .161 

Federal instHulions, TOlal 30,920 19,117 28,(,<;0 l6,980 ~,t.70 1.,147 
State institutions, Totnl Z60,'I47 248,883 Z49,4lJl '!3SJ~t")' lI,l% 13,UlO 

Northeast 40,74Z 3'1,183 37,841 '16,lhO ~ ,9tH 1,003 
I, Maine bbb 61'; 61)1'1 610 11 <; 

New Hampshire 239 2S4 ~lq Z,ld W 6 
Vermont 416 4" n') ~7\J 1\7 101> 
Massachusetts G,82.'i 4,69<; .!,789 .!,6'11 36 44 
Hhode> Island 686 6s.! ':\.!3 490 163 16l 
Connecllcut 2,96<; 3p !3t) 1,1>47 1,9.B 1, llH 1,316 
New York 19,369 17.712 19.36') 17,70S U 7 
New Jersey 6,017 6,004 1J,7JH 'i,618 ~89 386 
Pennsylvania 7,559 7,<;90 6.(>.ll 6,b'i6 ')l7 ')34 

North Central 59,269 %,103 'i8,.!6t) 'H,76S 1,(J04 Idl8 
Ohio lG,846 Il,'i.!.'i 1.!,R46 ll)C;~C; () 0 
Indiana 4,633 4,'103 4,lr:iU 4,lUI 3U 3 700 
illinois 10,982 10,0<;3 IO,b(.8 Qt 7 '39 >14 114 
Michigan U,8~4 12.t46~ 13 ,8~4 1..: ..tb'i 0 0 
Wisconsin 3,347 3,l99 3,147 .3,~()9 0 () 

Mlnn~sota 1 ,'//)I') l,6l4 I, 7~G 1,(,~4 U () 

Iowa l,ll<; 1,9% l,OlO 1,8<)1 q<; 6'1 
Missouri ",302 4,997 lit 30e! ,1,')')7 0 () 

North DUkota 216 198 194 16~ " 16 .. ~ 
South Dako\a %'i <;~~ 'il'! 47H 46 4" 
Nebraskn .. ,4.!'j 1,-114 1,~H4 1,llJ.l 141 170 
Ke\'\sa~ l)24~ l,086 .!,.!46 .!.,U7H 3 8 

South Ill,031 11<;,06<; 117,625 110,030 4.4tJ6 Ii ,03'; 
Delaware 1,021 9<;3 69"> 6H·l 126 '!6tl 
Maryland 8,148 7,91l H,I,IM 7,(,I}~ U 0 
District ot Columbia 2.,804 Z,9B ~,l37 ~,.!H_\ ,,>67 &<;0 
Virginia 7,6<;9 b,690 7,141 (,,030 '>16 66U 
West Virginia I,G50 1 )~91 l,l')O I,Z78 0 \ , 
North Carolina 14,189 1l,~<;7 1~t76'J 11,<;70 1,4~U 1,687 
South Carollna 7,306 6,988 6, 76~ 1.,413 " 37 'i5'i 
GeorgIa 11,658 II, 'i5~ II,N! I !,Ol'i .11 " "i.!7 
Florida 18, i13 17,793 Iff,7!.l 17,7Q3 (J 0 
Kentucky .3,6bl 3,6'i7 3,b60 3,6S7 I 0 
Tennc3see 5,501 4,8~7 'i,480 4,817 II lO 
Alabama 3,4n 3,033 3,,170 3,Oll Z I 
Mississippi 1,760 Z,11l 1,58<; 1.936 17" 176 
Arkansas Z,466 l,<;O3 ~, '\8b 2,431 80 n 
Louisiana ">,951 4,696 5,')<;1 ·1,6'16 U () 

Oklahoma 3,9<;<; 4,141 3,609 1,73f) 14& 4(J"> 
Texas l.! ,517 20,717 lol, Iii? ~U,'l17 () () 

'~est 38.705 :~8,'i1~ 3'1,760 '4,878 .!,94'i 3,6'i·1 
Montana 6~1 ';'ill b17 <;"1 4 7 
Idaho 769 it')" 7C;~ oB2 17 13 
Wyoming 400 3010 400 3.JU () 0 
Colorado 2.,317 ~,l44 ~, 311 ,?".?~(j (0 C; 

New ~!exlco 1,613 I , 3"~ 1,48'1 l,.!.!O 1~4 J.U 
Arizona G.'I8~ l,B'iil Z,98l '!~8I1U 0 tI 
Utah SS'! H~O 824 1-18 br, n 
Nevada 1,187 '161 1.184 'Ibl .1 0 
Washington 4,28..! 1,7Hl 4,~7l .~, 771 10 Il 
Oregon 2,'135 2,8t;l) ,,!,l)24 .!,H.!l II 38 
CaliCornla 19,6Z3 21,088 17, ~38 18,113 .!,.!S'l l,'l7'1 
Alaska 577 494 293 .!"S lM .!39 
Hawaii 510 488 174 3~7 136 16\ 

NOTE: Figures {or sentt'nced population rC'{~r to inmates sent(>-nn,d to a m~\ximum h'rm of mort' than a yt'ar-. Fin-un's {or "nthpr" ptlpUlalitln 
refer to those inmates with s(>ntpncC'fJ uf It'fis than a Vt~ar ur no !wntt'rwt,', ~u('h as thnsp hl'ld {or !->afl.·kt,t·ping" thos(' ur'ldl'tr,()inn 
pre ... sentencing evaluation, civil narcotics addicts, and) in States op('r<.\.tin~~ \\ ct1mbinl'd jail-prltiOn nysh.·m.,. those h~ld ,\Waiting trial 
or sentencing, 
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Table 2. Total number of males held in State and Federal institutions 
on December 31, 1977 and December 31, 1976 

nt'ntpoc'pd llth~r 
Divlhiun.'i I rf'gicIH'-' I Total priHonPf EOEulut(on rr/'liISClner ~()Eulntion 
~lIld BtJ.t(·~, TlfflTf7--rm:crn; IzT31/77 Il731776 12 31717 Id31776 

iTn/l!'d H tut,'s, '{'otal .?-79,6/.6 l66,IHO ~('7 ,097 lGl, ,794 IZ,'i.!.9 14,036 

I,'('ch'fal iIHilitutiun~;, Tut.!l 21),087 .!.7tt;~H ~6,9"6 ~r; I S.!l G,131 2.,017 
SUltl~ in!->tilutjon~ J Tntill ~.,O. t;l') 239,2')l ~40,J'!l lJ7,l7J 10,398 Il,OI9 
NOl'thl'.1!.t 3',1, SlY 37,997 36,766 Vi,14~ G,7'B 2,855 

M,linl' 6G,! bU" 641 600 11 5 
Nl'w f(iintp,;hir<' l39 ,!'i4 ll'l 2.48 20 6 
Vt'l'mont ·107 .JIl l'i~ 2.73 132. 139 
r.1tl:"ltu'hu!->(·tt!'l .! I "Ill) .!,'iHl ~, 71..! ..!, '17.1 7 10 
Hhmk 1.,IJlld 6h9 (1l9 'HO 481 159 158 
l :omH'l'lit'ut 2.,8017 1,11,1 1,601 1,874 1,246 1,2.40 
N"w YUl'i( J8,R30 17 ,.~4() Itl,830 17,2.B 0 7 
Nl'\V ,h'r~ll'V 'i ,Bl7 'i,?H'1 <;,<;48 5,403 ?,89 386 
Pl'~lnsvl\,ilni,\ 7,31 ',I 7,%1 6,430 6,4'i7 889 904 

Nurth (:pnt ftl.l Ii? I 07~(' 'i4.IGH <;6, I I'! ~.!,86~ 9<;8 1,296 
{)hiu 1.!.,..!6t} 11,'ltH L!,.!u9 11,'183 a 0 
Indianil ,t,4')K 4,742 4,IW 4,0<;1 378 691 
1l1inut~ 10, !tH? if,RI>;' 10,184 9tC;O~ 303 313 
~H .. h!gah I ~ ,.!H6 12,1)';7 13,l86 12,0'i7 0 0 
\'ii!'-,{'Otl!1.itl l.lll ~, lo{l 1,lll 1,160 0 0 
r-limn",llt,l 1,'IUO I,r;(Jl 1,700 1,<\61 0 0 
lnwol ~,()n I,H7H 1,1)46 1,815 91 63 
fo.1ih!,nuri 'l , l·1,1 4,H7H 0;,14,1 4,878 a a 
Norlh [l...tlwla ,~I '\ I'!H 19~ 16~ 22 36 
Suuth DJ.kolu t;37 ~()~! 499 ·161 38 41 
Nl'l>ra"I(a I ,J It; I, ,71 I,ll I 1 • .11'1 L!·1 PiG 
K.tt1!Hl'-o ~,l.,t) .~, O! , ..!,lf17 .! ,Ol.~ 0 

South 117,112. 111l"rll 11~,(J'i(, 105,717 4, I t;6 4,71'i 
Ddawd.tt' 97G '.110 67<; 6(,<; 300 24<; 
~1,1r'/I'H\d 7,'IOU 7,t,j') 7,'IOU ? ,lt79 0 a 
Oihtrid IIf (:nlulTluid 2.,7<;4 ~,H60 ~,ll}G .!,.!.!O 5<;9 640 
\'irlli"io 7 ,3(,7 6,4~1 6,HII.,! 'i,816 475 605 
\~'(",t Virpini.t l,.!Of) 1,.!S~ l,l06 1,ll9 0 13 
North l :,lrlllin,l 11,6H3 I.! ,770 12, li4 11,195 1,349 1,575 
South {:..trohutl 6,tltJH 6,6(.:'1 (',493 6,16'1 505 <;26 
(jt,'orni~l 11,14h 11,ll4<; 10,773 10,<;72 373 473 
Florid" 17,lJ!.4 I?,OOH 17,'12.4 17,008 a a 
l\l'ntud{y I, <;ll .1, <\.~ I 3, til3 3, <;21 0 0 
'l'l'nnPhl,('l' 'i..':!h& 4,634 G,.!4H 4,b.!3 18 11 
AI.tlhlmll i • .!49 .!,H~4 ~ ,..!47 .;,8.!1 " t 
~lhJ~j~dPpj 1,707 ~tU:;9 1,<;17 1.889 170 170 
Arl(dns~l~J ~. ~.).l t!,.'HC) .!,.!7'i .!,3.!3 79 66 
Loui!llan~l <;,714 4,4'.17 1i,714 4,497 0 a 
(>Kllthornd 3,771J ~, (n·l 3,4<;1 1,<;84 326 390 
Tl'Xd!-! ~I,~4? 1'),8',14 ~I ,<;47 lQ,8Y4 a 0 

\V,'"I 36,IBI l6,70" 14,lUO 33, 'j'i;! l,531 3,153 
~1f)nt~ltl<i h..!l <;'ill 617 5<;1 4 7 
Idolhll 74<; h84 7~H 671 17 13 
Wyoming lH4 WI 184 34Q 0 a 
Culnfildo l,.!4H ~! ,167 .!,.!4~ ,.!,16l 6 5 
Nl'w Mt'xil'o 1,<;<;/ 1,l96 1,416 1,167 115 129 
t\ril'(Jna ~,H16 .!.,7.!5 ~,816 i!,7~5 0 a 
Plah H')" 7')·1 794 72.3 61 71 
Nl'vada 1, 113 ')\~ 1,110 9!.! 3 a 
\'/d!-.fllnghm .j,o"} 1 ,'i!l0 4,U49 3, %8 10 12 
()r('got\ '!t8.!.! '!t 749 .!,tH.! Zo,71.! 10 37 
Califurnia 18,<,76 l'l, ')64 16,667 17,4<;9 1,909 G,50t; 
AI,,"kol <;411 471 ~84 ~.4<; l64 2Z6 
Hawaii 4'n 46<; 161 317 132 148 

NOTE: FigUfl'!-; fur ~('nh'n{'(\d populatiun r(·r~r tu inmatt>s M'lltl'lWl'd to a maximum l(\l"m o{ mOfll than a veal'. Figurf's for "other It population 
rt,I{l'r to thnfH' inmatt.\s with !'l(.\ntt.'I'lt'l'S or ll'ss. than a yt,'ur or no !)('ntt'ncp, ~uC'h as thos(l' held Cor saC(~lw~ping, those undergoing 
p«'-s<'nI0nl'ing c'villuation, dvil narcutics addic'ls, and, in HI'll,," ()p~r"ling" ,'ombincd jn!l-pris<m system, thos~ held awaiting trJal 
nr !wntt'ncing, 
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Table 3. Total number of females held in State and Federal institutions 
on December 31, 1977 and December 31, 1976 

Sentenced Other 
Divisions, regions, Total er1soncr eoeulatlon erisoner EOEulatlon 
and Stules 11.731777 1273177"6 12711777 12731776 12731777 1273177'6 

llnitl'd Statl'., Total 12,041 11 ,170 11 ,044 10,039 997 1,131 

Federal InstHuti"IlH, Tolal 1,833 1,579 1,694 1,459 139 120 
Slate inatituti"n", Total 10.208 9,591 9,350 8,<;80 858 1 ,all 

Northl'allt 1,223 1,186 1,075 1,038 148 148 
Maine 1·1 10 14 10 0 a 
New Hampshire a a a a a a 
Vermont 9 10 4 6 5 4 
Massa~husctts 106 112 77 78 29 34-
Hhodl' 1 Bland 17 13 13 9 4 4 
Connecticut 118 125 46 49 n 76 
New York 5.3') 47l IjJ') 472 a 0 
New Jersey 180 215 180 215 0 0 
Pennsylvania 240 129 lOl 199 38 30 

North t:cntral 2, I'll 1,945 2,146 1,903 46 41. 
Ohio 577 542 577 542 a a 
Indiana 135 161 130 lSI. 5 9 
IlHnois 2'15 238 284 237 11 1 
Michigan 538 408 538 408 a 0 
\~Isconsln 136 139 136 139 a a 
Minnesota 55 63 5<; 63 a a 
Iowa 88 78 84 76 4 2 
Missouri 158 119 158 119 a a 
North Dakota I. a 2 a a a 
South Dakota 28 21 20 17 8 4 
Nebraska 90 103 73 85 17 18 
Kansas 90 73 89 65 I 8 

South 4,919 4,633 4,669 4,313 250 320 
Del"warC' 46 43 20 19 26 24 
Maryland 248 233 248 233 a a 
[llstrlct oC Columbia 50 73 42 63 8 10 
Virginia ~9Z 269 251 l14 41 55 
Wl'st Virginia 44 39 44 39 a a 
North Carolina 506 487 435 375 71 112 
South Carolina 308 293 276 1.64 32 29 
Georgia 512 507 ·170 453 42 54 
Florida 789 785 789 785 a a 
Kelltu~ky 138 136 137 136 1 0 
'rennescee 235 203 23Z 194 3 9 
Alabama 223 209 223 1.09 a 0 
\1isslsslppl 53 53 48 47 5 6 
Arkansas III 114 III 108 I 6 
Louisiana 117 199 217 199 a a 
Oklahoma 176 167 156 152 20 15 
Texas 970 823 970 823 0 a 

West 1,874 1,81.7 1,460 1,326 414 501 
~lontana a a a a 0 a 
Idaho 1.4 11 24 11 0 a 
Wyoming 16 a 16 a 0 a 
Colorado 69 77 69 n a 0 
New ~ll'xlco 62 56 53 53 9 3 
Arizona 166 125 166 125 a Q 
Utah 34 26 30 25 4 1 
Nevada 74 49 74 49 0 0 
Washington 223 203 223 203 a a 
Oregon 113 110 112 109 1 I 
California 1,047 1,124 671 654 376 470 
Alaska 29 23 9 10 20 13 
Hawaii 17 23 13 10 4 13 

NOTE: fIgures Cor sent~nced popUlation refer to inmat~s sentenced to a maximum term of mar" than a year. FIgures Cor "other" population 
reCer to those Inmates with "('ntences oC less than a year or no sentence, such as thor;e held for safekeeping, those undergoing 
pre-sentencing evauatlon, civil narcotics addicts, and, In Slales operating a combined jail-prison system, those held awaiting trlai 
or senlenclng. 
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Table 4. Sentenced prisoners in State and Federal institutions on December 31, 1976 
and December 31, 1977, by region and State 

Number of prisoners 

Region and Htute 
Prlson~r EOEulation 

Il131/77 Il/31/76 
P~rccnt change, 
12/31/76-12./31/77 

per 100, 000 population 
on 12./31/77 

llnll"d Stall's, Total 278,141 l62.,833 5.8 129 

Federal in Jlilutions, Total 28,650 26,980 6.G 13 
Stnw institutions t Total 249,491 235,853 5.8 116 

NurtheaBt 37,841 36,180 4.6 77 
Maint> 6'i5 610 7.4 61 
Nt' •• Hamp"hl re 2.19 248 -11,7 26 
V<>rmont 279 27~ .0 57 
Nn8sachusclts 2,789 2,651 5.2 48 
Rhode \ sland 'i2.3 490 ... 7 56 
Cnnm.1cticut 1,647 1,'123 -14.4 53 
N,·IS York 19,369 17,705 9.4 108 
N,·IS ,h'rs(>y 'i,7GS 5,618 2.0 78 
P(>nnsylvanin 6,632 6,656 -.4 56 

Norlh Central 58,2.65 54,765 6.4 108 
Ohio 12,846 12,525 2.6 120 
Indiana 4,2.50 4,203 1.1 80 
lllil\<lia 10,668 9,739 9.5 95 
Michigan 13,824 12. ,465 10.9 151 
\,/i'1COIlSln .3,347 .3 ,299 1.5 n 
Minnps,(ltl1 1,755 1,62.4 8.1 44 
Iowa 2,030 1,891 7.4 70 
MitHHlUri 5,302 4,')97 6.1 III 
.'lorlh Dakota 194 162 19.8 30 
Houth Dakota 519 478 8.6 76 
Nt'braska 1,284 1,304 -I.S 83 
Kansi)!j 2,246 .'.,078 8.1 97 

South 117,02.5 110,030 6.9 169 
Dplawattl 695 684 1.6 120 
Maryland 8,148 7,912 3.0 198 
Di,:tl'ict or Columbia 2,237 2,283 -2.0 330 
V\r~inin 7,143 6,030 18.5 142 
W('sl Virginia 1,20;0 1,278 -2.2 67 
Nurth Carolina 12,769 11 ,570 10.4 234 
Suuth Carotin., 6,769 6.433 0;.2 239 
(jpurgia II,G43 11,Ol5 2.0 224 
Florida 18,713 17,793 5.2 221 
Kl'nlucky 3,660 3.6<;7 .1 106 
TEmn(>.s5c.~(· 5,480 4,817 13.8 127 
Alabama 3,470 :J ,032 14.4 94 
NiB5issippi I,S85 1,936 -18.1 67 
Arl<ansas 2,386 2.,431 -1.9 III 
l.ouisian.l 5, <)';[ 4,696 26.7 152 
Okllhoma >,609 3,730 -3.4 1?9 
Texas la.51r lO,717 8.7 176 

\~""t 35,760 34,878 2. .5 92 
Montana 617 551 12.0 81 
Idaho 752 b8l lU.l 87 
Wyoming 400 340 17.6 98 
Colorado 2.,311 2,239 3.2 89 
Nt'1S M,·xlco 1,489 I,UO ll.O 126 
Arizona. 2,98<' G,850 4.6 129 
Utah 824 748 10.2 64 
N~vada 1,184 961 23.2 187 
,~a$hington 4,l.7a 3,771 13.3 118 
Oregon 2,924 2,821 3.1 122 
Calilornla 17,338 18,113 -4.3 80 
Alaska 293 255 14.9 75 
Hawaii 374 327 14.4 44 
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Table 5. Sentenced male prisoners in State and Federal institutions on 
December 31, 1976 and December 31, 1977, by region and State 

___ -ri-._._~~ ______ 
PriH(lnl'r 20Euliltion ~J('r("l'nt l'hul1Jtt't 

H~gion and Statp Il7JI71'l IU 11776 1~"ln6 IU31/'1'; 
.... ---< ... ~-...... ---.-~---

United Stales, Total G67,097 l'iZ,794 ~. 7 

Fl'dcral institutions, Total l6,956 ~o;"ll 'i.6 
State institutions, Total 240,141 l~7 ,~13 'i.'; 

NorU1<'ast 36,766 31), 14~ 4.h 
Main<' 641 600 h.H 
New Hampshl rl' 191 loiS -11 ,'1 
V,'rmonl ,!7t; l71 .. 
Massa.:huRN!" Gt71~ l,<;'1l 'i.4 
Hhodl' Island 'i10 481 6.0 
Connm:ticut 1,601 1,874 -I,), h 
New Yorlt 18,830 17,lll IJ. ~ 

New J('ro('y <;,548 <;,403 L,II 

Pennsylvania 6,430 6,4,'/ .... , 
North CI'ntral %,119 ti.! ,H6~ h.~ 

Ohio Iltl69 11.'183 ..!.·1 
Indiana 4.1l0 4.0'i1 L~t 

IllinoiS 10,384 q,t;lJ~ iI. i 
Muhlgan 13 ,~86 Il,O<'7 II) .. ~ 
Wis('on~ln '~ .lll 3,16U l.lI 
Minnesota 1,700 I ,%1 Hill 
Iowa 1,946 1,81<; " . ,,, 
Mihsnuri <;,144 4.818 ".'i 
Nurth 1l.1kola 19~ 16l IH." 
South Ilalwta 4'll) 461 H •• ' 
Nl'brahka l,lll I , .. ~ II) ·-,1 

KamJnf~ l.l t;7 l,013 '/ .. ~ 
South Ill, 1J'i6 10<;,717 h.M 

Delaware h71j 66<; 1,'1 
Maryland 7,900 7,(71) ..!,I) 
Dlntrit't or Columbia ld9~ ~,~.!O -lol 
VlrginlU b,89l 'i,MII> IH." 
Wp51 Virginia I ,~06 I ,~3'i ... ~ • 'l 
North (~ar,,1ina I~, 334 11,1<)5 If).~. 

SnuU, Carolina 6,4?3 6,16'1 ~) . ~ 
G(~orgia 10,773 10,<;7~ I." 
Flurlda 17,9l4 17 ,OOH ~), 4 
Kpntul'ky 3 ,'i~3 .\,5l1 .1 
Tcnn£'RflPe 5,~48 4,6&!.1 l\.~ 
Alabama '\ .2.47 l,8~; 1',.1) 
Misflinhippi 1,537 1,889 ·,I~.(, 

Arkun!jos l.l75 .!.1.!3 -.:.1 
Louisillna 5,734 4,4'17 n.~ 
Oklahnma 3,4<;3 3,'i84 -1.7 
T('xaH 21,,4'7 19,894 H.I 

\~~"t 34,100 B,'i5~ 
, , 

Montana 617 'iljl I~.U 
Idahu 728 671 IL"' 
Wynminn 384 340 l~.q 

(:uloradu .!,l4,a .!,l(,~ L7 
N('w ~h\xit'o 1,436 1,167 ~1.1 
Arizona r!,816 ~,7.!C; I.l 
Ulah 794 i.!3 'I.~ 

Nt'vada 1,110 <)12 cl,'1 
Nn5hinglun 4,049 3,568 Ii." 
Oregon ':.812 2,71l 3,'1 
CaliforOia 16,667 I'; ,4<;'.' ··1.', 
AI,,,,"a 284 ~4'i I',. q 

HawaiI 361 317 13.'1 
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Table 6. Sentenced female prisoners in State and Federal institutions on 
December 31, 1976 and December 31, 1977, by region and State 

-~-------'------

trnltt'd Stdh'~' I Total 

I, pdt'rill in!ltHution~i I Tut"l 
Slatp im,titutiunli I Total 

Ntlrtht'.l';t 
Mallw 
N,'w Hump'.hit,· 
Vt'rmonl 
Mu·;hu('hu·,{'tt b 

fllwd.· I,Iand 
('nnn"[ hntl 
Nt'w Yllrl( 
Nt,W ,,hlt·,t,y 
E'l'nn~,yl\'an;d 

Nurth Cl'ntral 
(llll" 
Intlinrhl 
Ilhnul!; 
Midliglln 
Wt'.("llth!n 
r-.hnnt"'lIt~l 
Iuw.t 
MI',-.ourl 
North Ildl(Jllft 
south P.lIwt.l 
N('hra~,lhl 
I\unt.,l~. 

.Sol/th 
lltluw.trt' 
~t.lnLUlrl 
i>i'-tnt't ,,(Cllluml",l 
VIrgin1\..\ 
\'Jt",t \'lrg1l1i.J 
Nnrth (:,\fnlir1l1 
St'uth ( 'lftllm,l 
(;('nrgia 
Horll/,l 
K,'ntudw 
Tenm'fi!H't' 
Ainhum" 
Mi·;,;j:,"iPl'i 
Ark,tII·",·· 
(,O\JlhhUhl. 

(lkI~h"ma 
'l','xa, 

\~\H.t 

Mlmt,\n~ 

Id"hn 
\I/yominn 
Culur .. uio 
Nt'W ~h'x1(:o 
Arl~'t1n~\ 
l't.,h 
N.'v<ldu 
Nu',hingtun 
(Jl'q,;nn 
cali/urlllu 
Alarjlhl 
lI"wuii 

~------. -_._----

11,044 

1.694 
'),3<;U 

I ,U'/~ 
14 

I) 

.\ 
7'; 
Il 
4(, 

~l'l 

IBO 
..!O~ 

~, 146 
f)77 
llO 
~B4 
<;18 
t li, 

t;f.i 

84 

,~IJ 

'Il 
WI 

4,6bq 

!.U 
~4H 

'I~ 

l,.JoU 
IJ 

.~4 
16 
flH 
Sl 

16(, 
10 
.,.j 

~.!\ 
I !~ 
671 

IJ 

I3 

10,019 

1.01<;'1 
H.<;HU 

1,Illa 
10 

{) 
(, 

n 

" 4q 
·t ',' .. ~ 
~~ 1 " 
(1)9 

1 ,ljO ~ 
i,·l.! 
Pl..! 
.!{'; 
408 
I!" 
(,I 
76 

11'1 
I) 

1'; 
B<; 
(,t) 

·I,lll 
1'1 

.! II 
III 

.~14 

1 • \I~h 
Il 

II 
U 

'1'1 
~l 

I.:" 

-----_. ---------

Pt'lTt'nt rhan,fW. 
1.!/1l116-IUHI'I'I 

10.0 

1(,.1 
q ~ll 

lor, 
40.0 
{J,n 

-n.' 
~I.l 

401.4 
-(" I 
H.~ 

-110.1 
I.~ 

I.' ,8 
h.e; 

-14.' 
I'I.M 
II .') 

-I~. 7 
1O.'i 
3," .8 

l'I.6 
-H.I 

'U •• q 

H.l 
S.l 
b.·1 

-B.1 
17.1 
I~.H 
16.0 
4. ft 

1.A 
." 
,'1 

Pl." 
1,,'1 
..!.l 
~~ .8 
'J.n 
.!.6 

17. 1) 

\1).1 
Il.n 

liNn'. 

.11 
,~~ .8 
~t).U 

"1.1l 
iJ.tJ 
~.H 
~~ .6 

-W.O 
111.0 
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Table 7. Movement of sentenced prisoners in State 

.. ~~ .. "._~....,........_ ...... "--.._ ....... _~~~_~-; __ ~,, ...... _~'" __ ,_ .. _._ ____ . ~ __ ~. ______ .. _~_. __ . _ __.~ ___ , ...... _........, __ .... M_~~~ ~ 
AdmWhion" 

Numb('r III -<--~-~---~i'M~--~-''''-'''-----f;:-)<rt,T(~ 'Ui-l;";ndl"'~"'~' ~~--- --.-"" -~'I'r;;<i"~"I;~i;:---'---"---
pri:mnt'r& on nHnmllmt'!lt !. hOllal rl·h',l~(l l':~'('apt'p" {rom UUII\r onll'r 

({"!liOn and Statt' U./1l176 Tlltal {rom ('uurh \'ltIi.ltUfh fl'turl1t'(j fl'turll('d tUfi!.clktiCIIl'. .1dmi!il:iiunl-i 
~ _____ • ___ - __ ~""_~_""""'-''<-_'_~'---,-,'-<~ ____ 4''_'''>-__ ''''''~'~ "_ .. _ -."-.+ h-._ ~._ ~ ___ ._~. ___ ~_. ,_"_ ... __ =-,~ ___ '_'~'~_"""'_ _ "'>~"_' __ ~'~~_·~7_"'TO, __ ~, ___ "'~"~r--.. _ 

linilt'd Stat"", Tllt.ll ~62.H13 l"I,ml 1.~H ,Uttl) ~l ,"I·lh H,UflK I,bll.j 1,"I1'i 

F"dprnl institutions, Tutal U,,980 17 t6HG 1 \,H.;':n ~~ I 1.~'J t}1~ -n.H ',l, 
HtatC' io'ltHution!.l. Il'otal lV;tH~~ 14'1,'HH 114,~ HI IlJ,hl',' ',. ,Jfih ~ ,H \(J 1,1>'/<1 

Northl'll,t Ii>,lll{) ~'!.1 ,l, Iht~!l, "Hh'/ ql,'i h(,4 ,1101 
MaiO" loW (,IJ.! "'ll IIh \1, II! 'J 
Nt'w Humpflhir., ~4H ~~IJC; 16H l' ',H I! 
Vl'rmont .~7(l ,~41 1(,,'. ,,\I \\ U 
Mallflu!"hutlcltfl ~ t6Gl 1.'Hlf, 1.11')',1 .~61 ~II ~~Ilh I! 
Hhodl' 1,.land 4'10 ~qC; .~t1;:; '>I l.~ II 1·\ 
t:onn(>('ti{'ut 1,9 .. ~ \ 1, -\\)t) I ,illS .'.~'. '''' ,~ I IlH 0 
N,'w York 1'7 ,"lOt; lIl,ll<t H.L!lt 1,Illl', I'lB hi IH 
Nt'w,h'rfl(,Y ,,(,IH l,h'll ~ .4H1; 1,1101 II,: !l t.I" 

Pennsylvania b.fiGh \ I \.l~ ~ I ~,1 \ .j"l 1~'l 1\\ .~';H 

North C,'ntral 1i4.76G n.?')'i \;h,'?,!(, f; ,rrt.1 1,4H'1 11Il I'll> 
Ohio l.! ~ "~ti '/ ,'i~q t'1~ .. ~4!. l,/I';I, II ,!I f) 

[ndinna ·\,,!Ol .!,f174 .~ .4"1.! loll fill I 11 

l11iool" ",71'1 6,11'1 (',fll).! 1,111'1 11'1 II I,!I 
~Ikhigan 1~,4b" 7 I '\.~n fl, ,h1 1,ln ~,:\ 11, (I 

h'ifit'onnin ~ .~qq i,';11') I,iI',' .!M·I 1,1-1 II II 

Minnl'Gota l,h~4 1,1t,\ ,,,,,' ll.' t)!) 4,1 .~ 1 

Iowa I,H')\ 1,1111 'nu \·11 HI .'.q l'i 
~l,""'(luri 4.'1')7 .!,(d7 .!,lO'1 .~4H h.~ " U 
Nurth D.I<nta If • .! 19(, III ~~~ /I II n 
!;uulh llalwln 47H \\lC) \:h 'II 1'; " 1\ 
Nl'bra.,,J<a 1,304 {J.!~ 4',.7 1111 , ~ !, I" 1'1 
Kantlu t , l,07R I.!{r;l I t ~L~ IJ ~'il ·1',' IlIh /I 

South 110,11 HI h7 ,H\~ <;4,tl70 II.Kill ~ ,lrlH II'! ill 1,I11H 
D<'I>lwarp 6H4 \"14 ~~r~H II 40 i~ I, II 
~1(\ryland 7 "Ql.! 4.,."hU 4,141, .?,H·t k!4 .. ~Otl n 
[)lHtrict u! Cnlumbta ~,~H\ ~ , r,Ll i ...:, t;l"' ~~f)q 1 Ill, I. i~~ n 
Virgimu It,O"llI J,qqlj i,.!O" l',H HI . ~nt~ 14 .. 
11,,81 Vltroin,n 1 • .'.7R 4hU -\h~l 4" In (I \.! 
North Cnrolin" 11,<;7U 7 ,';hfl t;,llfl tt 'll,'/ 1 I'~ .?,II " 11 
Soulh Carolina b,4H J,(,HII .2,Hq;; 4-,'" 1 ~i I H'I t;c, 
(jt.~otgiil ll,u.!t; e;..hK~ ~ ,lIln ',~l\ Ht II I. 

Florida 17,"/'n II.~W; 6,Ht'11 l, .. !ll, ';H ~ 1 L~ t);,! 

I(pntu(·ky 1,(.<;7 .~ t 1;7 r, ..!tl)'!~ ,1·10 H,I 1<' II 
Tt'nOl~H!l£'t· 4,bl'; " 1t..~77 .!,bUH i·'h .. '.l~S ~),H II 
Alabama ~ ,0 ~~ ..!,4t,r, l,f,t" 1.~4 I'd (I .~q 

~1i!lnissippi 1,'116 niH ,,\01', II"; .~ I II '1" 
Ark(\ntla~j ~,4,\1 1,7';1 1 ,,,;<d ~7H 1,1 h n 
l.ouisiana 4.hQ6 { ,Ill ~ ,HHb ,!11 It. Ll II 
Oklahoma 1,"1110 ~,>l11 ~ ,.!()fJ III" 11'1 1\ tl 
T<'Xl1A J.U.717 11.tJilH III .',·tH 1,In .\ IH til 

N"ot 14,!l7H ~l";C;h Ih ,>I III 1,1<46 Hr,~~ fh~h II 
~IOn\"M tl'H 4Sb H7 'til .. t'l 4 ,,,~ 

Idaho IJH~ ht't(, t,r;n H" I.~ 11 II 
Nyorning \>10 ~..!o 1"0 " I', III I) 

Colorado ,.l.t~"(. 1,t;.!4 i ,~.li .~ .. t'l 4t! I, 'I 
N,'w Ml'xic'O 1 t.!~n Wl<I hll'" .!(14 ,ll IH " Aritona ~~ .HGO I, 7"~ I ,41tH HH ~fll il II 
Utah 74H .\~'l '.!h SK -'" '/ II 
N('vuda IJhl 7t'~! tJhK 'f'~ 'I ~~h II 
\vil~hinFi~on 1,771 .~ I ;hO 1 Ill!'; hUI 1\'1 U 
Oregon ~,H~l I ,'in4 l,4'~~ .::,w; lSI ~~l n 
l:a!i!orniu IH,lll H).~Oh 7.GliB .!lull IHI 4li, I) 

AIllSlcu .!C;~ ~q; ~4r; .!'1 I ~!) II 
lluwnii 

, ,~ 
~f 110'\ 1I~ 41> 4 I) -.- ........ -~ _&,.~-----~~-~ ~-~ ----~----- .. -....-..~.- ~.""""--'--"-"--'---'~~ -"",,~-.---..~- ... -,.,,'----~-
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and Federal institutions, by region and State, 1977 

lh'h\p,t' .• " ___ • ________ . ______ ,~___n...._ ___ . 

.----.. -~~-- --;l'rmw~~------~- Numb.'r or 
Cunditiunal Unconditional to uUH't Ollwr priAoll~rs on 

'l'()I~1 ff\lN\fll'l.s r('l(,~a!,t'!i ll"illhR L!.t'apl'r. i'Jtlsdirtionrj r('It'J.ht'fi Ill11 /77 
• ____ • ___ ..,.."Frc _____ ~_~ __ .~. 

~----,.--..~,--.. . ...-----.--.,.-----~--. ----->--.." 
147,8<)<; IOO,JIO ~4,U'1t.! h~1I H,4..!'l 7,<;44 7lnc!~ ~78,141 

10,01'; r) ,~4H I ,II!. I '1\ (,47 I, \14 ..!,91.! ~H,bt;O 

Ill,BSIl ')4 ,1)8~ W.!.ll r,J,7 7 ,';tom 4.~lll 4.110 ~4~,4'11 

JO,474 16,1 'i,1 1,'/'1<1 h" 1, lib 7 \~ h.!H 37,841 
tl47 II)~ IIJ~~ I In K IS MS 
l'l4 Mlb !. 10K II ~Jl) 

241 17!. Iii 1\ 'K \It 0 ~7tl 

1,771 ItO;.! J ~l,! I~ "n..! ~q.! U ~) ?Stl 
l6~ 17~ ,!. tI l~! 10 \(, 'i.~ I 

1,6'/<; 1,1I!.4 '1'1<; 'I 1"1 1111 I) l,h4'/ 
K,6'i<; '/,114 ,HI) !.H tdl 11011 1 q~l 1'1,36'1 
3,%3 1,16<; I'/H I III II IU4 "ns 
1.36(, .!.661 ~41 1.~ 13l 4H ~68 u,61~ 

~Ut~l)!:i .!r, p!llJ ';,~Hd II!. 1.61·\ 1Gb "'4 <;8,!.6'i 
'1 t~cK 7,11'1\ '\'1. 1" 14 4'1 II Il,H46 
~,6l'l ~,411 HI llo-~ 'ill I II 4,.!50 
'i,390 c"..!HI tI II ,'6 I) 71 10,668 
'i ,<161 <I ,,'!}Il 410 .!IJ Hql ~" IH'o 13 ,Ul4 
I.bn 1.4'[,[ ~'I I Ii 'I Il Il 3,147 
1,~IO '1(,1l lI'l 'IH 48 \) 1,755 

1)7') liM'i .~ '.11 l~h ~7 1<; l,OI~ 

l,3'~ 'IKI 1.17'1 17 101 ~(~ ,~ ", "\()~ 
164 ll'i II I) I ~Il '1 194 
.1'14 ~IH HlI ,1 I" .!. '\ 6 'ilq 
648 44.~ Il', i\ ~& 14 1.~8'1 

1,6R, i. \~~q .\ ",) ll'i IHO ~tJ46 

bO,.! 17 .%.1% 14."·JH .!fd ,1.10') .. ~ .419 .!t66~ 117,62<; 
161 ~~ '1~7 Il II 4~ 44 0 1I'1'i 

4,1.!4 l!,B4'l h64 II .!q~ ~~4.! hoi !I,I4a 
1,;')9 l,l~', 'i41l I~ l'f'} 1.74~ Il ..!,~17 

.!,BH6 I.'/Ul H'ilj III ')'\ .!16 4 " ,143 
4!1!\ H~ I nil 'I II /I '1 I,GSO 

0,%6 ,,4'14 1.'·F' Il 1,11,1 0 loll lo!,769 
l,l'il ~.)r;.!7 G7~ ':4 IHO 'i 4<; b,,69 
<;,467 ~! .lI6.! 1,111H1 I~H ,HI q4 110 11,243 
8,177 4.74H I.hlltl 14 hO·l 0 1.191 18,713 
l,;7l ~!,.!'n II" II 87 -I b~ l,uuO 
J,614 1,'Jl~ I~<; l'l llH .!.! t) 'i,480 
.! ,017 IH.! 74'1 1,1 1\)1t 0 .!\) 1,-170 
I,u<;q KG.! 171 II I 7 1,58<; 
1,'/96 1.<;61 1 'it) 4 13 H .. ~ ~ ~.3B6 
1,8<;8 'i67 1 t~ HI 1<; 40 0 () 'i,951 
G,,40 1,410 I .\\\1 Itl Ill7 0 0 .1,609 

IO,I'i8 6,761 I •• ~411 17 I \~ 8~ .!.!,r;17 

lO,!l74 1'/,·116 1,1'11 ll't '1~1 7~\ ~tttJ. l~, 7&U 
j'JO l~H 1>1 I .!4 1 IG 617 

619 GU, 4~ II 44 \1 7'i~ 

160 r,o 'HI ~ I'> 3 0 400 
1,4'l!. 1,~~O Ill', 'I 6ll -to.! 16 l,311 

610 441 ')1 0\ JlI <) 11 1,489 
1,6(,0 1,11)<; I'H 14 ~C8 90 0 .lt98~ 

lSI ~q4 III I IH b 0 824 
S<;q 187 I)~ II \,1 t)o q 1,184 

1,859 1,64'1 I.! H lHH , 
0 4,a7~ ~ 

1,861 1,.!86 Jr.!! III 1'/11 2.7 0 J,9l4 
10,'1!!1 9,'/16 40<; GH In %7 lO~ 17,13B 

.!55 186 II (J 1 66 () -!I)) 

117 <)'/ l 0 3 14 1 174 
.. --"., .. ~-...... --, ..... --"-'-'-. -.------~ 

17 



Region and Stat(> 

llnil('d Htnt!"., 'I'utGI 

F'(1d('rnl inntitutuuw ~ Total 
Stntr innhtulilJl1:;, Tutal 

North!'",,! 
~lnil1l' 
Nl'w IInmp:;hlr(' 
Vermont 
MllG!H\l'hu'it\tt~i 
Hhod" I ,I,md 
(:onn('t'tkut 
N(>w Vurlt 
N(>w J<'rr;!'Y 
P!mnl.ylvanln 

North C"nlral 
Ohiu 
Indiana 
1IIlnoi" 
Michigan 
WiSt'OMitt 
Mlnlll'oula 
luwu 
Mi!wouri 
North [)altula 
Soulh ()altnt,\ 
N,'brnnkn 
KnnHun 

South 
1ll'lnwar(' 
M.lrylnnd 
Dis!ril't of Cnlumbia 
Virulnia 
Wl'n! Virp.inia 
North C,lrnlma 
South Carolina 
(il'orgia 
Florid,\ 
1\<'ntUl'ky 
'!'C'nnt'f\'j(·tl 

Alaba",,, 
MinklflBippi 
Arl(~trlnnn 

LuulBinnJ. 
Oklahuma 
'I't'XQI! 

\~!'nt 

18 

Montan;t 
Idnhu 
\~yominf1 
Coluradu 
N('w ~l('xi"() 
Ari/,una 
litah 
NN'ada 
\~MhinHt"n 
(lr"gon 
I ~nlirornia 
Alank,l 
Hawaii 

Table 8. Movement of sentenced male prisoners in State 

Numb"r uf 
priHOI1l'rl! on 
IUH/76 

~~G,t,~~l 

..!.!'( I ~~'l \ 

i!, ,14.~ 
flnll 

L~ '; \ 

~~ ,G'; \ 
·lIll 

I,H'/4 
l'l,~~ H 
'tt'lU~ 
h,4~7 

c;.~ I Hh~~ 

II,'IH\ 
4,U<;1 
I) II)(I.~ 

1 s~ ,ot; '; 
i,tllU 
1 ,'ihl 
I,BI', 
,I,B?!! 

Ih~ 

'Ihl 
1,~! III 
~! I tJ 1 '\ 

III'" '/1'/ 

'l,(/';'J 
.; I ~~.! I) 

r1tHlh 
l,..!'lll 

d.1'I') 
1).IfI'l 

!II, 'i'/,~ 
l'I,IHIH 

~ I ~;.~ 1 
·1 th.~ \ 
~ ,H.' ~ 
I,HH" 
~,~~ l 
'),.)'1'/ 
l,f,H4 

l'J,H(Q 

\ ~ /lC,,.! 
(,t,} 

(I'r'! 

l411 
~~ , 16!. 
1.11>'1 
.!.'I.?{l 

'f'.~ 1 
tJ 1 ~~ 

l,'HIM 
~,71.1 

1".4,,<1 
.!·F; 
H'/ 

'I'ntal 

111 \ ,C1Q', 

1II,IIl 
11'1,.!hfl 

~I ,1/'/ 
h';!) 
.~<;.) 

.:\1< 

t Il~Hl, 
q ,q'U, 
\,'1'lh 
\ ,IHI) 

H ,hI'I'1 

ht"m:t 
~ ,lit'lh 

tI,or'h 
(JIH,,, 
1,1,17 
\,,:111< 
1 .I),,~ 1 
"-~ I f,tJll 

I'll 
\'1\ 
r'h·t 

1 ,'nH 

tl4 ,0 ~" 
I'i,! 

4",4'; 
~ ,,!,II 
1,',.11'/ 

.jIll 
',',lHII 
\,4'11< 

'I, ~H' 
H,'/II'! 
..! ,·l~~o 
\,11'>1 
.~ I ~JB ~ 

fl r,( 

l.hl4 
.:,'I?(j 
.~ ,.~h 1 

ll,,,!lh 

.~Ut,t·1F,' 

,Hh 
tdh 

.!Olt 
1 ,·1 \;.~ 

IWI 
1,lolH 

41110 
71H 

~~ •• ~n ~ 
l,kr,'l 
q,htlH 

."1'( 
If,; 

l'nmmitnwnl " 
from nHlrt'l 

I.! ,';hl, 
111',', II" 

\'".)<\01 
0;,:,; 
Ih.~ 
Ihil 

\,Ihl 
I q~1 
q',,' 

',t,BH 
...!.Ho 
.! ,,~,', '( 

.~" ,OU.' 
r',h411 
.~ I i';U 
·I,Wih 
t"IH(1 
1 ,.~ ~h 

HI,,' 
'1111 

.~, i Hit 
\.:H 
H,' 
0\\\ 

l,i,ll 

, t){h,~ 

~t4TI' 
~ ,or,:) 

hO 
',.\.1·1 
.~ • ,'4 \ 
,I • 'tl~" 
h.·l,:11 
11~NH 

~ "t'h 
I • l, t;.~ 

,1111 
1,11'1 

.;,lIhH 
'i ,1~qll 

I', , ~-l'. 
~n 

~, 1. ~ 
I,'/! 

1,1',11 
'-il,1 

I,H,~ 
il.q 
hI>: 

1 • ;}!I ~ 

1,411h 
; ,Bllt} 

.'1,: 
Ill .. 

tilHl~ll 0<- rt'I~',l!'(' 

vlul lllllf', ~l'h'rrll'tl 

1 ,'IQ 1 
}II ,lItl t 

it';hh 
'II 
~, ' 

·1tI 
"'~ ,1',' 

." 
,~I \ 

,I,"!·; 
1,.'ll'rl 

I ~q 
1,11111 
! .OWI 

.:h! 
~h 

1 • ~ t t 
.!L' 

11 
.' ',' ~ 
l..~Oh 

\.Ill 
.1 /, 

I) If! 
.\h·~ 

l,'k 
l,lql 

,I,:! 
qn 
~ I "I' 
I'''", 

,:011 

'''I 
1,L1.·H 

_.'ili 

.'flO 
11", 
I'H 
t! 

,,'t' ~ 

.'HH 
l,o;H: 

l'h(',lrH't". 
rl'turm'd 

II 
IBII 

I.' 
I" 

,HI 
H'I 

1111 

I'; 

~. ,,,'t{ 

'" ~O " 
t·,'h 

';H 

~'" 
1,,:11'1 

I·'" 
I.'! 
>,h" 

H.: 

1,IIl 
:0 
1,1 
1-1 
'l'I 

,I 

1,:'1 
1,IiI 
l'th 

\ 

'~'fr:l-n;;ll' r";, 
(rom ntht'l' 
illl'i!,rlil'tlotl!o 

1,1111 

hq,~ 

.' ,lliH 

lJ\q 

In 

, 
,~'1 1 

II 
if 1 ~, 

hi 
II 

IW 

,~" I 
.'1 

I 

" 1" 

" ,',' 

1.1·,'1) 
,'I 

,'0:, 

Iii.: 
1"-, 

" " W' 

" I,: 
II 
lil 

" " 10 

" rl 
!; 

f.l 
1(, 
II 

J',' 

( IIlwr 
.ulmi"',ltJll" 

11 '1 

I ,hUh 

·Ill 
'I 

n 
II 
II 

\') 

" 

Ill'> 

" " 1,:1 

" " 1', 
I" 

" (I 

(I 

I·' 
" 
" II 
II 

In 
\ ~ 

fl 

10 

Ilill 

II 

" ,~h 

" II 
II 

',1 

" 
!II 

" h 

'I 

II 

" II 

" II 

" II 
II 



and Federal institutions, by region and State, 1977 

1«'1 t1nflfHl 
'I'rnn(crs Number oC 

t:ondftlonn1 Uncondillunni to other Other prisoners on 
Total rt1l('unco tl'it'USt'O [)cn"'~ r':ucnpca Jurlsdlctlons rei t.>nscs 1l/31/77 

Ill) ,'~')4 ')4,('('B ll,B'i1 604 7,86Q 7,083 6,ll9 267,097 

14,8% 4,'1<;7 1,MO 7l ill9 3,11 'I 2,479 26,956 
1~4,'l')H 8'1,711 l'l,lll 'ill 7,l40 3,964 3,740 240,141 

19,4<)1 1<; ,461 l,6G7 63 1,01<; 69l 603 36,766 
6~') 1H~ IH7 1 % 8 Ii 641 
~HI 201 l 0 'i 62, 11 219 
~'l() 11,'/ l'i 0 38 16 0 l?5 

I,G'lO l)rlH 146 11 19<; lBO 0 G,7lZ 
,:60 171 II 0 12 10 36 510 

1.L}I'H 1)';'/ 466 !) 14 III 0 1,601 
8,119 7,OH'i 408 l7 511 160 188 1&,830 
1,1'>1 c.~ I'IBM 16') I 10'i 0 86 5,548 
1 ,~(}7 ~. I G~;4 lH Il 99 44 2M 6,430 

l~H,"ll0 .!3 I '1,~l. G, !'IS 10') 1,404 3l'i 4n SU,119 
0,601 6,4','/ ,4 18 23 49 0 12,Z69 
~,49'1 ~ ,311,,~ Il? 11 56 1 0 4,llO 
",1'/4 ,,044 0 II 70 0 49 10,384 
'i,bU'/ 4,~iC) 401 lO 761 l'i 161 13,286 
1, '1 1)(' l,lt;t) 8<) 'i 141 0 0 3,211 
1,1'1'1 H'Ht 1% 0; 64 -18 0 1,700 

B'lU t;~ 1 I'H Ii 107 l7 35 1,946 
~ I~ ,~4 IMS 1,14~ 17 96 U 3G 5,144 

\61 IIG 19 0 1 18 8 192 
!'Ii ~Oll 87 4 1 <; ,n 6 499 
Ii? ~! 19 I 1~6 7 II 12 13 l,lll 

1,1;IJ4 l,U)I) 4 6 47 100 168 l,1;7 

£;tl,79(', 14,046 1',8% l46 3,93~ 2,308 2,40; 112,956 
144 ~(,r; 0 0 40 39 0 675 

4,4J(, ~~ .(,.n 643 11 281 240 604 7,900 
3,4bft I,Ur, '103 12 162 1,674 0 2,19<; 
~ t 7.!1 1,6U4 RI~ 10 88 lO3 <\ 0,890\ 

4l>') \~r, 9'1 9 32 0 4 1,206 
6,0<;0 lt~6R 1,~61 12 l,lB5 0 224 12,334 
,,1'/4 ~,<\10 53, 24 1;7 ; 43 6,493 
fi,lH.! .!,"/1J4 1,801 lB 363 91 103 10,713 
'l,HH1 4,'101 1,'i~6 n 583 a l,l41 17,9'4 
~ ,4lH ~,144 113 11 87 ) 60 3,5l3 
..!,4~(' l,tHO 191 17 10l 6 0 5,248 
1,1l<;11 71l~ 663 II 383 0 20 3,247 
I,OU\ HIO 166 4 II 1 0 1,537 
1,6M'! 1,4,8 170 4 13 14 23 l,l75 
I ,'I1H 'i1'1 I, 168 I; 36 0 0 5,734 
.! ,l'l.! 1,106 ')"I'! 9 91:1 0 0 3,453 
Q,t;63 6,288 3,1l4 37 3 32 79 21,547 

1'/,6')9 16,480 1,3l0 114 B86 639 260 34,300 
11l1l W) 19 1 24 2 15 617 
'1'/1) 473 41 l 11 39 13 7GB 
lGh 47 89 l \,i 3 0 384 

1,1'/,! I ,16~ '19 8 57 3l 14 l,242 
t;HlI 4~1 88 4 l.7 B 3l 1,4% 

1,<;<\'/ 1(01)8 147 14 19'1 89 0 2,816 
no, ~HI <) 3 14 6 0 794 
r;~!(1 %0 8'1 '1 1& 45 'i 1,110 

1. 7r:,,.~ I,'lll II B 169 I 0 4,049 
1,7'17 I,W8 Vi,! 9 162 l4 0 Z,812 

10,400 '/,110 171 SB 166 JI'i IBO 16,667 
~IH 174 0 0 3 61 0 2B4 
III <)1 l 0 3 14 1 361 
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Table 9. Movement of sentenced female prisoners in State 

AlIrnl&&iclls 
Number o{ New Parole or condi- Transfers 
prisoners on commitment s lIonal-release Escapees {rom other Other 

Region and State 12/31/76 'I'otal {rom courts violators returned returned jurisdictions admls lions 

United States, Total 10,039 9,606 7,918 751 569 294 74 

Federal Institutions, Total 1,459 1,354 1,055 138 84 76 1 
State institutions, Totai 8,580 8,252 6,863 613 485 218 73 

Northeast 1,038 1,018 789 101 82 45 I 
Maine 10 22 19 3 a a a 
New Hampshire a 11 6 a a 5 a 
Vermont 6 3 2 1 a a a 
Massachusetts 78 180 118 14 33 15 a 
Rhode Island 9 6 6 a a a 0 
Connecticut 49 11. 83 12 5 14 a 
New York 472 343 294 33 15 a I 
New Jersey 215 177 145 29 3 a a 
Pennsylvania 199 162 116 9 26 II a 

North Central 1,903 2,128 1,724 157 210 26 11 
Ohio 542 662 602 48 12 a 0, 
Indiana 152 108 102 2 4 a a 
Illinois 237 263 236 18 9 a a 
Michigan 408 484 331 32 121 0 a 
Wisconsin 139 98 81 3 14 a 0 
Minnesota 63 73 45 7 13 0 8 
Iowa 76 97 60 15 20 2 0 
Missouri 119 137 116 11 10 a 0 
North Dakota 0 5 5 a a a 0 
South Dakota 17 22 14 5 a 3 0 
Nebraska 85 64 44 6 3 8 3 
Kansas 65 115 88 10 4 13 a 

South 4,313 3,797 3,294 234 150 60 59 
Delaware 19 20 IS 0 1 4 a 
Maryland 233 313 284 11 17 1 0 
District of Columbia 63 112 70 3 19 20 a 
Virginia 214 202 154 10 3 10 25 
West Virginia 39 24 22 1 1 0 a 
North Carolina 375 376 325 27 24 0 0 
South Carolina 264 191 152 11 28 a 0 
Georgia 453 302 285 0 17 a a 
Florida 785 498 425 28 14 0 31 
Kentucky 136 155 135 16 2 2 0 
Tennessee 194 226 182 16 10 18 a 
Alabama 209 172 157 7 5 0 3 
Mississippi 47 57 44 12 I 0 a 
Arkansas 108 117 114 3 0 0 0 
Louisiana 199 138 131 5 2 0 a 
Oklahoma 152 152 141 6 a 0 
Texas 823 742 658 79 a 5 a 

West 1,326 1,309 1,056 121 43 87 2 
Montana 0 10 4 l 0 4 0 
Idaho 11 53 38 5 a 9 I 
Wyoming 0 20 12 a a 8 a 
Colorado 77 n 53 13 2 3 1 
New M~~lco 53 30 Zl 4 I 2 a 
Arizona 125 154 146 3 5 a 0 
Utah 25 21 17 a 4 0 a 
Nevada 49 64 51 5 2 6 a 
Washington 203 157 114 30 13 0 a 
Orll8on 109 107 86 9 II I 0 
California 654 598 493 49 5 51 a 
Alaska 10 16 13 a 0 3 0 
Hawall 10 7 6 I a a 0 
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and Federal institutions, by region and State, 1977 

Rell~a5es 
Transfers Number o( 

Conditional Uncondl tional to other Other prisoners on 
Total rl'leas~s releases Deaths Escapes jurisdictions releases 12/31/77 

8,601 5,562 1,201 16 558 461 803 11 ,044 

1,119 291 181 1 18 195 433 1,694 
7,482 5,271 1,020 15 540 l66 370 9,350 

981 691 122 2 101 40 25 1,075 
18 13 5 0 a a a 14 
11 5 0 a 0 6 a 0 
5 5 a a a 0 a 4 

181 65 66 1 37 12 a 77 
2 1 1 a a a a 13 

117 67 29 a 3 18 0 46 
276 249 2 1 20 a 4 539 
212 177 9 0 8 0 18 180 
159 109 10 0 33 4 3 702 

1,885 1,494 85 3 210 31 62 2,146 
627 614 1 1 11 a 0 577 
130 109 17 1 3 0 0 130 
216 186 a 0 6 0 24 284 
354 I'll 9 0 130 0 24 538 
101 85 a 0 16 0 0 136 

81 64 3 0 14 a 0 55 
89 62 8 0 19 a 0 84 
98 56 37 0 5 0 0 158 

3 0 0 0 0 2 1 2 
19 18 I 0 0 0 0 20 
76 49 9 0 3 14 1 73 
91 60 0 I 3 15 12 89 

3,441 2,150 742 7 174 111 257 4,669 
19 12 0 0 2 5 a 20 

298 200 21 0 12 2 63 248 
133 11 37 0 17 68 0 42 
16<; 99 47 a 6 13 0 251 

19 17 I a 1 0 0 44 
316 186 84 a 29 0 17 435 
179 117 37 a 23 a 2 276 
285 168 87 a 20 3 7 470 
494 247 74 2 21 0 150 789 
154 149 2 0 0 I 2 137 
188 122 34 0 16 16 0 232 
158 50 86 3 13 0 6 223 
;6 42 <; 1 I 0 7 48 

114 105 9 0 0 () 0 III 
120 48 68 a 4 a a 217 

148 104 34 I 9 a 0 156 

595 473 116 a 0 3 3 970 

1,175 936 71 3 55 84 26 1,460 

10 9 0 a a I 0 a 
40 34 I 0 0 5 a 24 

4 3 I 0 0 0 a 16 

80 58 6 1 3 10 2 69 
30 ~O 5 a 3 1 1 53 

113 97 6 a 9 1 a 166 

16 11 1 a 4 a a 30 

39 27 3 1 3 5 a 74 

137 117 a a 19 1 a 223 

104 78 14 I 8 3 0 112 

581 466 34 0 6 52 23 671 

17 12 a 0 0 5 0 9 

4 4 a a a a a 13 
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Table 10. Number and type of conditional and unconditional releases for sentenced 
prisoners in State and Federal institutions, by region and State, 1977 

Conditional felt'as(\ Ur\( ondititlnal l'l·lt·iH:'l' 

Supt.'rvbwd [<;xpira- Cummuta-
1'1'0- mandatory tion oi tion ue 

Region and Stut" Total Parol,' batiun rt'lca~H' Otlwr Total HPllh'nc(' sc>ntl'nl'(' (l till' I' 

Unitl'd Stat"h, Total IOQ,l30 86,011 4,174 d,842 I ,~03 ~'1,0C;~ ll,lq" 1,~H·l '>7<; 

~'ederal Institution", Tutal 5,248 3,?J4 0 ~,()l4 n 3,8l1 3,6<;8 'I 154 
State institution'" Total Q4,982 Bl,71)7 4,174 6.80A 1.203 20,':'31 18,,'1'; I, ~~;., III 

North,'."t 16.1<;4 14,186 104 1,864 0 1,779 1,<;7'1 ,~,()O 0 
Main,' 3'1<; 136 <;9 0 0 19..! 19.:! II () 

New Hnmp6hi rI' l06 W6 0 0 U l U 0 
Vermont 17l 1% 4 L! 0 I'> 1'; II () 

Mnsnachu5('llS I.Ol3 1,023 0 0 0 ~l.! 188 ,:'\ n 
Hhod" Island Itl 131 41 () 0 3l ,2 () () 

Conneclit'ut 1 ,O~4 I.Ol4 () 0 t) 4>1<; ,\'00 ·1,) 0 
New York 7,314 ~,48l 0 1.852 l) 410 4 III n !l 
N0W JprfH,'Y 3,16r; 3,165 (J 0 U 178 178 0 0 
Pennsylvania ~t66~ l.663 II 0 0 ,'"Il III 111 () 

North C,'nt!'al It; I'~l(' ll,l12 l,008 '1M 3,12 ~,46~ l,323 J(I,~ ,8 
Ohio 7.071 <;,<;01 1,238 0 i3l o;e; .!() [l l'i 
Indiana ".411 .!,04H 163 0 () 1,14 14,\ II 0 
lJIi~()i" '1,230 4.80;7 81 t!9~ 0 (J II 11 U 
Mit-\1igan 4,4:10 4.4~6 4 I) () 41U \'!1 I" n 
Wisf:onuin 1,444 1.064 0 180 0 H'I 4<; -14 U 
Min'Nmla '160 951 7 0 0 13',' I~'I te; 0 
Iowa 0;8, 585 0 0 () ~Ol 181 18 (J 

M1F1fwuri 981 981 0 0 II 1.17" 1 J 17q () I) 

N'Jfth Dall<lta 115 114 I 0 (I 1'1 I'J () 0 
!;lluth n"kotd ~18 180; 31 0 () All S'; I () 

NcbraRka 442 38B 0 <;4 0 13'; 13() 'i U 
Kansuu 1.3l9 1.010 ~81 3H 0 4 I II I 

South 36,1% 30.441 1.360 3.0;73 H.~J 14."'18 11.4'11 902 L~Ut) 

1)Plawar~ ~77 ~O8 0 b" 0 () II l) (I 

Maryland l.847 l,46~ 0 38~ 0 664 .!~7 4,1. t) 

DIstrict oi Columbia 1.126 1Ir;(, 0 270 n <;40 <;4() () II 
Virginia 1,703 1.703 0 0 U H'it) 801 'ill () 

I1l'st Vi rglnin 342 327 l) 0 (, 100 6q I 30 
North Carolina 3,454 3,40;4 n 0 0 1,3,\,> 1.34'i () 0 
South Carolina l,I)Z7 I.Q7'i <;52 0 (J e;72 'i71 I II 
G~orr.ia .!,Q6.! 2.488 49 4.!G () 1.8"0 I, ~~')'i ]e;Co 16<J 
l'lorlda 4.74R ~"160 0 1.7<;0 218 1,600 1.600 () (J 

K,'ntut-kv 2,2wJ 1 ,~ll 318 463 0 II, Il'i () 0 
T~nnl'~!H'<" I ,91~ 1,~04 1'1 214 49t; 12'i 302 21 I) 
Alabama 832 83~ 0 () 0 749 749 () () 

MI"i5HipPi 8t).! 852 () U II 171 16.! '. () 

Arku 11:':1 <1. H I. %3 1,536 () 0 .:.7 1711 17'1 () II 
!.nuiniana ,67 0;67 0 0 0 1 ,~~ ~h 1.~oe; 31 II 
Oklahoma 1.410 1,000 410 0 II I.OIl 8'~ "' lilt. II 
Tl'Xa" &.761 6, 70~ 3 0 56 .l.~40 l,lH () 6 

\~t'sl 17 ,416 16.058 70l 60, 4Y it_itJ! L1 ... ..: "n i';B 
Montana 328 30R I') 0 1 II! 19 0 0 
Idaho 507 lO9 ~IJH 0 0 4~ 4l 0 0 
Wyoming 50 34 16 0 0 90 83 7 0 
Colorado l,lZO 1.096 124 0 0 HI, 77 28 (I 

New Mexiro 441 441 0 II I) '13 Y3 0 0 
Arizona 1 t19., 433 .!.!J t;u,! 37 I'>, 1J'/ 3(0 () 

Utah lq4 194 0 0 II 10 , II 8 
N"vada 387 387 0 Il 0 tl2 Hl II 'l 
\~ashington 1,64Q 1.638 0 0 II 12 7 () S 
Oregon l,l86 1.286 0 0 0 368 368 0 0 
Call[ornia <l,776 9.776 0 0 I) ,\0'; l49 0 1% 
Alaska 186 81 0 105 0 0 0 0 0 
Hawaii 97 75 2.! () 0 l 0 0 
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Table 11. Number and type of conditional and unconditional releases for sentenced 
male prisoners in State .and Federal institutions, by region and State, 1977 

Conditional rel .. ase Unconditional relt'nsc 
Supervised Expira- Commuta-

Pro- mandatory lion or tlon or 
Region and Statt' Total Parole bation release Other Total sentence sentence Other 

Unitt'd Statt's, Total 94,668 81,298 3,738 8,570 1,062 22,851 21,120 1,214 517 

Fedt'ral institutions, Total 4,957 3,005 0 1.952 0 3.640 3.506 2. In 
Statt' institutions, Total 89,711 78,293 3,738 6,618 1,062 19,211 17,614 l,llZ 385 

North"ust 15,463 13,524 99 1,840 0 1 ,651 1 ,470 187 0 
Mainl' 382 328 54 a ° 187 187 ° ° Nl'w Hampshirl' 201 201 0 0 ° 2 2 0 ° Vermont 167 151 4 12 ° 15 I'> 0 0 
Ma!isachUfwtl!:1 958 958 0 0 0 146 127 19 0 
Hhade Island 171 130 41 0 0 31 31 0 0 
(:onncc:liC'ut 957 957 ° 0 0 466 42.l 43 0 
Nl'w York 7,085 5,257 0 1,828 0 408 408 0 0 
N,'w Jl'rSl'Y G.988 2.988 ° ° 0 169 169 0 ° P,'nnsylvanin 2,554 2,554 0 0 0 233 108 125 0 

North Central 23,722 20,970 1.732 n6 294 ~t378 G,Z4Z 99 37 
Ohin 6,457 5.147 1,016 0 294 54 20 0 34 
Indiana 2,302 1.966 336 0 0 l~( 12.7 0 0 
lllin"i" 5,044 4,679 80 285 0 0 0 0 0 
Michigan 4,,!39 4,236 3 0 0 401 382 19 0 
Wist'cJn!:1in 1.359 1,007 0 352 0 89 45 44 0 
Minnpf;lota 896 889 7 0 0 136 123 13 0 
Iowa 523 523 0 0 0 193 176 17 0 
MisNuuri 925 925 0 0 0 1,142 1,142 a 0 
North Ddi"'ta llS 114 1 0 0 19 19 0 0 
South ilai<ota 200 171 29 0 ° 87 86 I 0 
Nl'braloka 393 339 a 54 a 126 121 5 0 
Kans,1S I.G69 974 260 35 0 4 I 0 3 

South 34,046 28,546 1,280 3,489 731 13,856 12,80l 861 193 
[)('lnwart' 265 199 0 66 0 0 0 0 0 
~Iaryland l,647 2,281 0 336 0 643 227 416 0 
District or Culumbia 1,115 845 0 270 0 503 503 0 0 
Virginia 1,604 1,604 0 0 0 812 760 52 0 
\~""t Vi rgini" 325 310 9 0 6 99 68 1 30 
Nurth Carol ina 3,268 3,268 0 0 0 1,261 1,261 0 0 
South Cal'ulina 2,410 1,879 531 0 0 53<; 534 I 0 
(j(·orgiil G.794 2,335 45 414 0 1,803 1,496 150 157 
Florida 4,501 2,602 0 1,118 181 1,526 1,526 0 0 
Kentucky Z,144 1,415 288 441 0 113 113 0 0 
Tl'nnl'hbt'l' 1,810 \ ,116 19 214 461 291 268 23 0 
Alabama 782 782 0 0 0 663 663 0 0 
MiHHb!}ippl 810 810 0 0 0 166 157 9 Jl 
Ark.m~.Hl~ 1,458 i ,431 0 0 27 170 170 0 0 
L(Jui~iana 519 519 0 0 0 1,168 1,138 30 0 
Oklahtlma 1,306 921 385 0 0 979 800 179 0 
Tt'xas 6,.!88 6,229 3 0 <;6 3,124 3,118 0 (, 

\Yl'tii 16,480 1 5 f2.~3 627 563 37 1.320 1,100 65 155 
Muntana 319 300 19 0 0 19 19 0 0 
Idaho 473 197 276 0 0 41 41 0 0 
Wyoming 47 34 13 0 0 89 82 7 0 
( :oloradu 1,16~ 1.048 114 0 0 99 74 25 0 
N,'w ~1"xku 421 421 0 0 0 88 88 0 0 
Art,ona 1,098 418 184 469 27 147 114 33 0 
\ltah 283 283 0 0 0 9 2 0 7 
N"vada 360 360 0 0 0 89 80 0 9 
Washington 1,532 1,522 0 0 10 12 7 0 5 
Ort-gun I,W8 1,208 0 0 0 354 354 0 0 
CaW"rnia 9,310 9,310 0 0 0 371 237 0 134 
Alaska 174 80 0 94 0 0 0 0 0 
Hawaii 93 n 21 0 0 2 2 0 0 
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Table 12. Number and type of conditional and uncondition~1 releases for sentenced 
female prisoners in State and Federal institutions, by region and State, 1977 

Conditional release Unconditional rt'-h.~ase 
Supervised C;xplra- Commuta-

Pro- mandatory tion of tion of 
Region and State Total Parole batlur. release Othor Total ,.,,, .. '!nlcr-;c Sl'1I1enct1 Other 

United States, Total 5,562 4,713 436 272 141 1,201 1,073 70 58 

F'ederal institu:lons, Tolal 291 209 a 82 0 181 152 7 2l 
State I nstltut;lJns, Total 5,271 4,504 436 190 141 1,020 921 63 36 

Northeas! 691 662 5 24 0 III 109 13 0 
M.lne 13 8 5 0 0 5 5 0 0 
New Hampshire 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Vermont 5 5 0 a 0 0 0 0 0 
Massachusetts 65 65 0 0 0 66 61 5 0 
Rhode Island 1 1 0 0 0 I I I) 0 
Connecticut 67 67 0 0 a 29 27 ~ a 
New York 249 225 0 24 a 2 2 0 a 
New Jersey 177 177 0 0 a <) <) 0 0 
Pennsylvania 109 109 0 a 0 10 4 6 a 

North Central 1,494 1,142 276 38 38 85 81 3 I 
Ohio 614 354 222 a 38 I a 0 I 
Indiana 1U9 82 27 0 0 17 17 0 0 
Ullnols 186 178 1 7 0 0 0 0 0 
Michigan 191 190 1 a 0 9 ') a 0 
Wisconsin 85 57 0 28 0 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota 64 64 0 0 0 3 I 0 
Iowa 62 62 0 0 0 8 7 I 0 
Missouri 56 56 0 0 0 37 37 0 0 
North Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Dakota 18 14 4 0 0 1 1 0 0 
Nebraska 49 49 0 a 0 <) ') 0 0 
Kansas 60 36 21 3 0 0 0 0 0 

South G,150 1,895 80 84 91 742 689 41 12 
Delaware 12 9 0 3 0 0 0 a 0 
Maryland 200 184 a 16 0 21 0 21 a 
District 01 Columbia II II a 0 0 37 37 0 0 
Virginia 99 99 a 0 0 47 41 6 0 
West Virginia 17 17 0 0 0 1 I 0 0 
North Carolina 186 186 0 0 0 84 84 0 0 
South Carolina 117 96 21 0 0 37 37 0 a 
Georgia 168 153 4 11 0 87 69 6 Il 
Florida 247 158 0 32 57 74 74 0 a 
Ken!ucky 149 97 30 22 a 2 0 a 
Tennessee 122 88 a a 34 34 34 0 a 
Alabal1'a 50 50 a 0 a 86 86 a a 
Missl sslppl 42 42 0 0 a 5 5 0 0 
Arkansas 105 105 0 0 0 <) 9 0 0 
Louisiana 48 48 0 0 0 68 67 1 0 
Oklahoma 104 79 25 0 0 34 27 7 0 
Texas 473 473 0 0 0 116 116 0 0 

West 936 805 75 44 12 71 42 6 ~3 
Montana 9 8 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Idl!ho 34 12 22 0 0 1 1 0 0 
Wyoming 3 0 3 0 0 1 1 0 0 
Colorado 58 48 10 0 0 6 3 3 0 
New Mexico 20 20 0 0 0 5 5 0 0 
Arizona 97 15 39 33 10 6 3 3 0 
Utah II 11 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Nevada 27 27 0 0 0 3 3 0 0 
Washington 117 116 0 0 1 0 .) 0 0 
Oregon 78 78 0 0 0 14 14 0 0 
California 466 466 0 0 0 34 1~ 0 l2 
Alaska 12 1 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 
Hawaii 4 3 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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Appendix II 

Data collection method 
and questionnaire 

Data presented in this report are based on a yearend 
1977 enumeration of inmates and on a count of prisoner 
admissions and releases during the entire calendar year, as 
well as on earlier studies in the series. As in past years, the 
data were collected with a standard questionnaire 
transmitted to the appropriate State authorities and the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons. A facsimile of the questionnaire 
(NPS·(, Summary of Sentenced Population Movement-

1977) follows in this appendix. The cutoff date for receipt 
of information was June 15, 1978. 

In each jurisdiction, the questionnaire was completed 
by a central agency reporting for institutions within the· 
correctional system. This procedure also was used by the 
Bureau of Prisons in supplying data on Federal institutions. 
Because the infortnation was detived from a complete 
enumeration rather than a survey, the statistical data are 
not affected by sampling error. 

Response errors were held to a minimum by means of 
a systematic telephone followup and, where necessary, 
other control procedures. Thus, the yearend counts 
generally are considered reliable. Because of the absence of 
standardized administrative and recordkeeping practices, 
detailed in Appendix III, the data on admissions and 
departures for some jurisdictions are less precise, or not 
strictly comparable with those for other jurisdictions. 
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R!PORT PERIOD COVEReD: January " 1976 through December 31,1976 Form Approved: a.M.B. No .... 1·Rl777 

FOAM MPS.l 
1\ I ·a·78 I 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

ACTING AS COL.L.ECTING AGENT FOR THE 
L.AW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE ADMIN. 

U,S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI;:E 

SUMMARY OF 
SENTENCED POPULATION MOVEMENT 

NATIONAL PRISONER STATISTICS 

1976 

RETURN 0> BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
COMPLETED Attn: Demoll.pIIle SUrveys Dlv. 
FORM TO Wlshlnaton, D.C. 20233 

FROM THE DIRECTOR 
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 

NOTICE - These data 'are beln& collected In accordance with the 
1973 Crime Control Act. 

(Please correct 1liiy error In name IIIId address Including ZIP coo.) 

The Bureau of the Census has been requested by the Law Enforcement Assistance Admin­
istration (LEAA) to collect data annually on inmates of State prisons. The program is 
designed to collect summary data on movements into and out of each system's custody by 
adults or youthful offenders whose maximum sentences are greater than 1 year. 

The report period covers January I, 1976. through December 31. 1976. Please complete 
and return the report by February IS. 1977. to expedite timely publication of the data. 

Historically, a major drawback of all national correctional studies has been their inability 
to provide researchers with comparable data for States due to differing definitions and 
reporting procedures. Your efforts in using our definitions when completing this form will 
greatly help in overcoming this deficiency. Where this is not possible, please let us know 
the specific differences so that we can inform data users. 

The figures posted In "1975" columns were transcribed from the NPS-I report submitted 
last year. 

Should you have any qUestions iegardir.g the completion of this voluntary r~PQrt, please 
call Carolyn Thompson of my staff on (30 I) 763-5082. 

Sincerely, 

(2JJf1l;r 
ROBERT L. HAGAN 
Acting Director 
Bureau of the Census 
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NPS CATEGORY DEFINITIONS 

• COVERAGE - Except where specified, the scope 
of the NPS·I primarily covers only those Inmates 
sentenced as adul ts or youthful offenders who have a 
maximum sentence length of more than a year, and 
were remanded to the custody of the State adult 
~orrectlonal system. 

• ADMISSIOHS 

a. Hew Commltmenh from courh - Include only 
new commitments Initiated by order of the 
court. Do not Include parole violators or 
escapees returned with additional sentences. 

b. Parole or condltlonal·release violators -
Include all paroi'e or condltlonal·release 
violators (technical violators and those read­
ml tted wi th a new sentence) who were returned 
to the Jurisdiction of the State Correctional 
system. 

c. Escapees returned - Include all escapct!s 
(Including absconders from furlough) returned 
wi th or wi thout a new court sentence. 

d. Transfers from other lursldlctlons - Indude 
those Inmates transferred to the authority of 
the State Correctional system from another 
Jurlsolctlon, I.e., other States, Deoartment of 
Mental Hygiene, etc. Intradepartmental move­
ments from one facility to another should not 
be Included, nor should Inmates referred from 
other Jurisdictions to be held on a temporary 
basi s (usually I ess than 30 days), e.g., 
detalners, protective custody cases, etc. 

e. Other admissions - Include all other admls· 
slons not covered by any of the above 
categories. Furlough returns should not be 
counted. Specify the nature of entries In this 
Item on the reverse side of the form. 

• RELEASES 

UhCONDI110NAL. 
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a. Expiration of sentence - Include those 
Inmates whose maximum sentence term has 
been satisfied and the Inmates are released 
uncondl tlonally. 

b. Commutation of sentence - Include those 
inmates whose sentences are reduced by the 
Governor or the court to effect an immediate 
unconditional release. 

c. Death (except execution) - Self-explanatory. 

d. Execution - Self·explanatory. 

Pale 2 

• REU!ASES - Continued 

UNCONDITIONAL. - Continued 

e. Other - Include all other unconditional 
rei eases not covered by any of the above 
categories. Specify the nature of the entries 
on the reverse side of the 'form. 

CONDITIONAL 

f. Parole - Include those Inmates granted a 
dl scretlonary conditional rei ease followed by 
a time of supervision In the community. 

g. Probation - Include inmates who serve a 
portion of thel r sentence under confi nement 
at a State correctional facility and then are 
released to discharge the remaining amount 
of their term In a probationary status. 

h. Supervised mandatory release - Include 
Inmates who have served their maximum 
sentence length less deductions for good time, 
and are released to street supervision for a 
specified period of time. Those inmates 
released In such a fashion, but without further 
supervision, should be counted under "Expira­
tion of Sentence." 

I. Other - Include all other conditional releases 
not covered by any of the above categories. 
Specify the nature of the entries on the reverse 
side of the form. 

OTHER 

I. Escaped - Include all escapees, Including 
absconders from furlough. 

k. Transfers to other lurlsdlctlons - Include 
those inmates transferred from th'~ authority 
of the State Correctional system to another 
jlJrlsdictlon, I.e., other States, Department 
of Mental Hygiene, etc. Intradepartmental 
movements from one faci II ty to another shou I d 
not be Included, nor should inmates released 
to other Jurisdictions on a temporary basis 
(usually less than 30 days), e.g., detalners, 
protective custody cases, etc. 

I. Other releases - Indude all other releases 
not covered by any of the above categories. 
Furlough rei eases should not be cO\lnted. 
Specify the nature of entries in this item on 
the reverse side of the form. 



SUMMARY OF SENTENCED POPULATION MOVEMENT - 1976 (~ .... 
.. ~.;,;. 

NUMaER OF PRISONERS WITH 
OVER I YEAR MAXIMUM SENTENCE 

item description MALE FEMALE 

1975 1976 1975 197~ 
1. Sentence.d prisoners Vlhh over 1 year maxlm,Hl1 sentence 

In cu stody on January 1 

2. Prj soner 
a. New commitments from courts admlssionll 

(with over b. Paro I e or cond i tiona I-re I ease 
1 year violators returned 
maximum 
sentence) c. Escapees returned 

d. Transfers from other jurisdictions 

e. Other admissions - Specify on page 4 

f. TOTAL ADMISSIONS (Sum of lines 2a-e) ~ 

3. Total rI en with over 1 2fj~lximul ~w .. ,w,"ww h"ld 
In custody (Sum of lines 1 ancl 

4. Pl'Isoner Uncc-ndltlonol 
. 

releases a. Expiration of sentence 

(with over 
1 year • b. Commutati on of sentence 
maximum 
sentence) c. Death - except execution 

d. Execution 

e. Other - Spec; fy on page 4 

Conditional f. Parole 

g. Probation 

h. Supervised mandatory fe.lease 

I. Other -:- Speci (yon page 4 

Oth~r j. Escaped 

k. Transfers to other jurisdictions 

I. Other releases -
Spec; fy on page 4 

m. TOTAL RELEASES (Sum of lines 40-1) ~ 

5. Prisoners a. Pri soners wi th over 1 year maximum sentfince 
In custody (Line 3 minus 4m) _ .. --_ .. __ •. -
on 
Dec. 31. b. Prisoners with a year or less maximum 

sentence (include unsentenced 
[1 None [:1 None CJ None CJ None 

pri soners) _. __ ._--_._----
c. TOTAL PRISONER POPULATION 

(Sum of lines 50 ancl b) ~ 

PLEASE COMPLETE ITEMS 6 AND 7 ON PAGE 4 

Page 3 
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SUMMARY OF SEI'nENcED POPULATION MOVEMENT - 1976 - Continued 

Item description 

6. Prison,,,s o. Prisoners with OYer 1 year 
In custflldy maximum sentence __________ .... 

NUMBER OF PRISONERS WITH 
OVER I YEAR MAXIMUM SENTENCE 

MALE FEMALE 
1975 1976 1975 1976 

on ~----------~------~--------------~--------~----.----~----..... --+_------~ June 30 b. Prisoners with 0 year or less maximum 
s·entence (Include unsentenced 

o None o Nona o None o None 

prj soners) -"-----------_. 

c. TOTAL PRISONER POPULATION 
(Sum o{ lines 6a cmel b) ,.. 

NOTES 

~----------------------------~-----------------------------------------~ 

7. Report Name and title 
submitted 
by-.. 

Telephone Date completed 
Area code I Numb!)r I Extension 

F'OI'lM NPS-l II "8-7&1 
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Appendix III 

Explanatory notes 

For each of the 52 jurisdictions that are the subject of 
this report, the notes that follow list variations, if any, from 
the criteria and definitions prescribed by the National 
Prisoner Statistics (N PS) progrnm. Also included are any 
revisions or corrections in 1976 data reported to the Bureau 
of the Census and, for some jurisdictions, content 
descriptions for the category "other," as used with 
reference to admissions and releases. 

Alabama 

A toted of 2,626 prisoners held in localjails because of 
prison overcrowding were excluded from the NPS prisoner 
count since they were not considered by the State to be in 
the custody of its correctional system. The 1977 figures on 
"e~capes" und "escapees rcturned" accord with NPS 
criteria but differ from those of the Alabama State Board of 
Corrections, which excludes from "escapes" (and, by 
extension, "escapees returned") those cases involving 
inmates returned to prison during the calendar month of 
esc'lpe. The figures for "other rcleases" represent releases 
to court for appeal. The figures for "other admissions" are 
a residual reconciling the sum of specific types with the 
tOllll. 

Dijje/'ellces .II'OIll NPS dejillftiolls: None. 

Alaska 

The inmate count for December 3!, 1976, revised by 
the State, differs from that reported earlier and published in 
NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 1978. 
Inasmuch as jails and prisons arc operated as a single 
system. 1976 and 1977 figures include inmates of both 
institutions. Consistent with NPS criteria. 103 prisoners (99 
male and 4 female) convicted under State law but consigned 
to Burellll of Prisons facilities were included in data on 
Federal prisoners. To conform to NPS criteria, the 1977 
data include prisoners serving a "split sentence" (i.e .• part 
prison and part probation) providing the sum of both 
sentence parts equal more than I year. Such persons were 
admitted as "new court commitments" and discharged 
under "supervised mandatory release." Because previous 
issues of this series improperly excluded such prisoners, 
figures for 1976 appearing in this report have been adjusted 
to renect this change. Moreover, 1977 data reflect the 
underswnding thal releases previously identified as 

"expiration of ~entence" ure more properly classified as 
"supervised mandatory relense." The correct 1976 figure 
for "court commitment" is 297 (274 male and 23 female): 
for "supel·\fi.~ed mandatory relellse," 176 (162 male and 14 
female); for prisoners ::cntenced to more lhnn u yenr. 255 
(245 male lind \0 female); and for prisoners sentenced to a 
year or less, 239 (226 mule and 13 female), Lt1SS tlmn ·5 
percent or the 1977 figures for "supervised nU\I\datory 
release" are thought to be either "expiration 01' sentence" 
or "probation" following the confinement portion of a 
"split sentence." 

Differellces from N PS dejillitl'olls: None. 

Arizona 

The figures for "other conditional release" represent 
long-term conditional administrative release!·" The "com­
mutation" category for 1977 is not comparable to that for 
1976. which incorrectly enumerated 40 commutations (35 
male and 5 female) under "other conditional re1euse." 

Dljjefe/lces }rol1l N PS dejillitions: None. 

Arkansas 

For 1976, 13 inmates were incorrectly reported liS 

being held in local facilities becl\use of overcrowding in 
State facilities; in fuct, they were on temporary release to 
court. As for 1977, "other conditionul release" represents 
inmates sentenced under the Youthful Offender Act and 
"other n:iI::ases" arc rclea~cs to court or on nppell.l. 

LJijJerellces }rol/l N PS defillitions: A small component 
(less than 2 percent) of the figures for "new court com­
mitments" incorrectly consists of parole violators with new 
sentences. A small portion (less than I percent) of the 
figures for prisoners with a maximum sentence of over I 
year consists, incorrectly, of inmates with (\ sentence of 
cxactly I year. 

California 

The ligures for "other conditional release" represent 
court-ordered releases. 

Dljji!rt!l/ces from N PS dejlnlliollS: Figures for "other 
admissions" and "other releases" include returns from and 
releases to authorized temporary Ilbsence. Because these 
temporary transactions would signific(tntly inflate total 
movements, only the net difference (releases) is shown. 
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Colorado 

The figures for "other admissions" and "other 
releases" represent returns from and releases to appenl 
bond. 

Differences from N PS definitions: Approximately 5 
percent of the figures for "new court commitments" were 
"probation violators returned." 

Connecticut 

Figures for 1976 and 1977 include inmates both of 
prisons and jails, which are operated as a single system. 
Renecting this administrative arrangement, the 1977 
figures for the total inmate population include about 50 
percent unsentenced persons. Some female inmates under 
the jurisdiction of the New Hampshire corrcctional system 
are housed at the Connecticut Correctional Institution in 
Niantic. They are counted as admissions and releases in 
both States. 

Differences from N PS definitions: "New court CO"\1-

mitments" include some parole violators and escapees 
returned with new sentences. Data on "expiration of 
sentencc" include persons released on probation. 

Delaware 

Figures for 1976 and 1977 include inmates both of jails 
and prisons, which are operated as a single system. 

Differences froll/ N PS definitions: Persons receiving a 
"split" sentence of more than I year, part to be served in 
prison and the remainder on probation, are excluded from 
the data unless the prison portion of the sentence exceeded 
I year. a practice resulting in an understating of population 
totals, as well as of admissions and releases. Moreover, 
such inmates released on probation are enumerated under 
"supervised mandatory release" rather than "probation" 
and, if subsequently readmitted for violating probation, are 
included under "new court commitments" rather than 
under "parole" or "conditional-release violators returned." 
No estimates of the number of such movements are 
available. The figures for "transfers to other jurisdictions" 
incorrectly may include intrasystem transfers, probably no 
more than five. The figure for the total prisoner population 
erroneously exciudes approximately 125 short-term 
furlough cases of unspecified sentence length, with a 
resultant fUl'ther understatement of the incarcerated 
population. 

District of Columbia 

The inmate count for December 31, 1976, revised by 
the jurisdiction. differs from that reported earlier and pub­
lished in NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 1978. 
In this jurisdiction, jails and prisons are operated as a single 
system and all inmates are enumerated without respect to 
sentence status, with the exception that two facilities (the 
D.C. Jail and the Detention Center), exclude inmates with 
sentences of I year or less or no sentence. All 1977 
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movement data on females are estimates within a 10 
percent maximum error range. Significant differences from 
1976 movement data reflect changes in reporting practices 
rather than any marked variation in the proportions of 
variolls categories of movement. The 1976 figures for 
"escapes" and "escapees returned" erroneously included a 
few (believed to be fewer than 5 percent) misdemeanants 
and unsentenced escapees. The data for 1977 conectly 
enumerate only movements of persons with sentences 
greater than I year. The majority of "escapes" are 
walkaways from community-based minimum security 
facilities. 

Differences from N PS definitions: Persons receiving a 
"split" sentence of more than I year, part to be served in 
prison and the remainder on probation, are excluded from 
the data unless the prison portion of the sentence exceeded 
I year, a practice resulting in an understating of movement 
transactions and the yearend population. Moreover, 
releases of "split sentence" inmates with a prison term of 
more than I year are enumerated under "expiration of 
sentence" rather than "probation." 

Florida 

A total of 253 prisoners held in local jails because of 
prison overcrowding were excluded from the NPS prisoner 
count because they were not considered by the State to be 
in the custody of its correctional system. Figures for "other 
admissions" and "other departures" represent returns from 
and releases to court, supersedeas bonds,' or other long­
term authorized absences. 

Differences froll/ N PS definitions: The 1977 count of 
prisoners sentenced to more than I year included a small 
number (fewer than I percent) of unsentenced inmates. The 
figures for "other conditional release" included a small 
number of unconditional releases. 

Georgia 

The inmate count for December 31, 1976, revised by 
the State, differs from that reported earlier and published in 
NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 1978. During 
1976, G~orgia authorities housed State inmates in local 
facilities to ease overcrowding; by December 31, 1977, 
however, such inmates were no longer detained in local 
facilities. The figures for "other unconditional release" 
represent special reprieves and payment of fines. The 
figures for "other releases" represent court-ordered releases 
to bond and appeal. The figures for "other admissions" 
represent transactions of an unspecified type. 

Differences from N PS definitions: An unreported 
number of persons receiving a "split sentence" of more 
than I year, part to be served in prison and the remainder 
on probation, are excluded from the data unless the prison 

'Bond for person released on a writ staying the execution of a 
judgment, usually pending the outcome of an appeal. 



portion of their sentence exceeded 1 year, a practice 
resulting in an understating of movement transactions and 
of the ye.'1rend population. The figures for "new court com­
mitments" erroneously included an unspecified number of 
probation violators. 

Hawaii 

Figures for 1976 and 1977 include inmates of both 
prisons and jails, which are operated as a single system. The 
figures for "other releases" represent release on bail. 

DifJerences frolll N PS dejinitions: None. 

Idaho 

Figures for "other admissions" and "other releases" 
represent returns from and releases to court, bond, appeal, 
and agreement on detainers. The figures for prisoners with 
sentences of I year or less include presentence evaluation 
cases and Department of Health, Education, and Wejfare 
clients held only for testing. 

Differences from N PS dejinitions: Unsentenced 
inmates being evaluated as clients of the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare do not qualify as members 
of the correctional population. 

Illinois 

All 1977 data are estimates believed accurate within 5 
percent. Data on escapes for 1977, which properly included 
both institutional breakouts and unauthorized absences . 
(A WOL), are not comparable to that category for 1976, 
when the latter were excluded. The "parole" category for 
1977, which properly included about 800 paroles from 
work-release sites, is not comparable to that category for 
1976 and earlier, when such transactions were excluded. 
Data on the "probation" category for 1977, which properly 
included probations from work-release sites, mayor may 
not be comparable with that category for earlier years, 
when such persons were not always included. "Other 
admissions" (male) consist of a resiciu!ll included by State 
authorities to reconcile the sum of specific types with the 
total. "Other releases" (male) consist mainly of releases on 
writ (bond) to court. "Other releases" (female) consist of a 
r~sidual included by State authorities to reconcile the sum 
of specific types with the total. 

Differences frolll N PS definitions: None. 

Indiana 

Differences from N PS definitions: None. 

Iowa 

Figures for "other admissions" and "other releases" 
represent returns from and releases to appeal bond. 

Differences froll/ N PS definitions: None. 

Kansas 

T.he inmate count for December 31, 1976, revised by 
the State, differs from that reported earlier and published in 
NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 1978. The 
figures for "other unconditional release" represent vacated 
sentences. The figures for "other releases" represent 
releases to court. 

Dif/erences from N PS dejinitions: None. 

KentLJcky 

Figures for "other admissions" and "other releases" 
represent returns from and releases to appeal by court 
order. Data on "new court commitments" and "parole or 
other conditional release violators returned" are not 
comparable to those categories for 1976. Data for 1976 
erroneously inclUded under "new court commitments" 
about 5 percent of parole violators returned with new 
sentences. 

Dif/erences frol/1 N PS definitions: None. 

Louisiana 

The male prisoner count for December 31, 1976, 
revised by the State, differs from that reported carlier and 
published in NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 
1978. A total of 780 male prisoners held in local jails 
because of prison overcrowding were excluded from the 
NPS prisoner count because they were not considered by 
the State to be in the custody of its correctional system. The 
1977 increase in male population was attributable in large 
measure to the updating of facilities to accommodate 2,000 
additional inmates. 

Differences frol/1 NPS definitions: None. 

Maine 

The figures for' "other admissions" and "other 
releases" represent returns from and releases to appeal 
bond, except that three in the "other releases" category are 
an adjusttllflnt residual included by State reporting 
authorities to account for the difference between the sum of 
the specific types of admissions and the total of all 
admissions. 

Differences from N PS definitions: Although it is 
known that persons sentenced to a year or less constituted 
approximately 10 percent of the prison population, the 
State statistical reporting system precluded distinguishing 
them from the rest of the inmates; consequently, all figures 
requiring this distinction are inaccurate. Escape data for 
1977 include 21 escapes and 21 escapee returns recorded on 
a fiscal rather than calendar year basis; however, the overall 
totals are believed to approximate those for the calendar 
year. 
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Maryland 

A tolal of 921 prisoners (919 male and 2 female) held 
in local jails because of prison overcrowding were included 
in the NPS 'prisoner count because they were considered by 
the State to be in the custody ofils correctional system. The 
figures for "other releases" represent court-ordered releases 
to appeal. 

Differences jr(Nu N PS deiillitiolls: Although it is 
known that persons sentenced to a year or less constituted 
approximately 6 percent of the inmate population, the 
State's statistical reporting system did not distinguish them 
from the rest of the inmates; consequently, all figures 
requiring this distinction are inaccurate. Similarly, existing 
statistics do not distinguish "new court commitments" 
from "parole violators returned with new sentences"; 
consequently, an estimated 10 percent of the figure for the 
former consists of persons in the latter category. 

Massachusetts 

All data for 1977 include State inmates held in local 
jails in lieu of State institutions as a direct result of 
overcrowding. Such inmates numbered 59 on December 31, 
1977, and none on December 31, 1976. 

Differences ii'oll1 N PS definitions: "Transfers to other 
jurisdictions" includes an insignificant number of 
postsentence releases (mostly intersystem transfers) and 
good conduct discharges to other States. 

Michigan 

The count of female inmates for December 31, 1976, 
revised by the State, differs from that reported earlier and 
published in NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 
1978. A total of 58 prisoners (14 male and 44 female) held 
in jails because of prison overcrowding were included in the 
NPS prisoner count because they were considered by the 
State to be in the custody of its correctional system. The 
figures for "other releases" represent a residual reconciling 
the sum of specific types with the total. 

Differences /1'0111 N PS deiillitions: None. 

Minnesota 

The figures for "other admissions" represent returns 
from medical paroles. The figures for "parole" include 24 
inmates (18 male and 6 female) who were paroled to 
medical facilities for long-term care. 

Differellces /1'01/1 N PS definitions: None. 

Mississippi 

The inmate count for December 31, 1976, revised by 
the State, differs from that reported earlier and published in 
NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 1978. A total 
of 575 prisoners (563 male and 12 female) held in local jails 
because of prison overcrowding were excluded from the 
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NPS prisoner count because they were not considered by 
the State to be in the custody of its correctional system. 
Prison inmate totals for 1977 are exact; however, 
distributions by types of admissions and releases are 
estimates, as they were in 1976. In 1976, "new court com­
mitrl}ents," "expiration of sentence," and "parole" in­
correctly were reported as including inmates with a 
maximum sentence of exactly 1 year and, therefore, are not 
comparable with the corresponding categories for 1977. 
The figures for "other admissions" and "other releases" 
represent returns from and releases to long-term court 
stays. 

Differences /1'01/1 N PS dei/nit ions: Data on "parole" 
erroneously include a small unspecified number of 
supervised mandatory releases and other early conditional 
releases. 

Missouri 

The figures for "other releases" represent court­
ordered conditional and unconditional releases. 

Differences jroll1 N PS definitions: None. 

Montana 

As of July I, 1977, Montana began housing its female 
inmates primarily in its own facilities rather than at York, 
Nehraska; however, some female inmates may have been 
held in other States. For female inmates, "other conditional 
releases" represent extended furloughs designed to be 
converted to parole. For male inmates, "other admissions" 
and "other releases" represent returns from and releases to 
bond and by court order. The 1977 count of male prisoners 
with sentences of I year or less is not strictly comparable to 
that for 1976, inasmuch as the latter included two county 
inmates under sentence of death who were transferred to 
the Montana prison for safekeeping; in 1977, such 
prisoners were included as "transfers to other 
jurisdictions. " 

Differellces from N PS deilnitions: None. 

Nebraska 

The male inmate count for December 3!, 1976, revised 
by the State, differs from that reported earliel" and pub­
lished in NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 1978. 
The male figures for "other admissions" and "other 
releases" represent returns from and releases to court. The 
female figures for "other admissions" and "other releases" 
represent returns from and releases to appeal bond. In 
contrast to previous years, the 1977 yearend population 
included no females from other States. Movement data for 
males in 1976 and 1977 are not comparable. Specifically, 
earlier data erroneously enumerated admissions and 
releases of males with a maximum sentence exactly equal to 
I year; 1977 data is correctly limited to those with a 
sentence greater than I year. Information to revise these 



categories prior to 1977 is not available, but they are 
believed to be comparable in magnitude to the data for 
1977.. 

DU/erences from NPS dejlnitions: None. 

NeiVada 

The inmate count for December 31, 1976, revised by 
the State. differs from that reported earlier and published in 
NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4. February 1978. The 
figures for "other releases" represent releases on bond. 

DU!erences fro/l1 N PS dejlllitiolls: None. 

New Hampshire 

Female inmates under the jurisdiction of the New 
Hampshire correctional system were housed in correctional 
facilities in Connecticut; they were counted as admissions 
and releases in both States. The figures for "other relcases" 
represent releases to appeal or bond. 

DU/erences from N PS dejinitions: None. 

New Jersey 

The male inmate count for December 31. 1976. revised 
by the State. differs from that reported earlier and pub­
lished in NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4. February 1978. 
A total of 255 male prisoners held in local jails because of 
prison overcrowding were excluded from the NPS prisoner 
count because they were not considered by the State to be 
in the custody of its correctional system. The figures for 
"other admissions" and "other releases" represent com­
mitments from or discharges by recall. 

DUlerences from N PS dejinitions: None. 

New Mexico 

Figures for "other admissions" and "other releases" 
represent returns from and releases to appeal or bond. Ap­
proximately 80 percent of the figure for prisoners who were 
~entenced to a term of I year or less or were unsentenced 
consisted of persons being held for presentence diagnosis 
after conviction. 

DU]'erences jrol1l N PS dejinitiolls: The number and 
movements of inmates given partially suspended ("split") 
sentences (part prison and part probation) were 
enumerated only if the prison portion of their sentence 
exceeded I year. As a result. lower yearend,populations and 
fewer movements were reported than actually occurred. 
Approximately 10 percent of the figures on "expiration of 
Sentence" may consist of persons released to probation. 

New York 

The figures for "other admissions" represent returns 
from appeal and those for "other releases" represent 
releases to appeal and other court-ordered discharges. The 

figures for transfers to and from other jurisdictions reflect a 
revision in correctional law requiring that jurisdiction over 
prison inmates consigned to Matteawan State Hospital be 
transferred from the Department of Correctional Services 
to the Department of Mental Hygiene. Included in "new 
court commitments" are a number of admissions thought 
possibly to be "parole" or "conditional release violators 
returned"; thus one of these categories may be slightly 
overstated and one understated. 

Differences from NPS dejinitions: None. 

North Carolina 

Prison inmate totals for 1977 are exact; however. 
distributions by types of admissions and releases are 
estimates. The figures for "other releases" represent court­
ordered releases to appea\. 

Differences fro/ll N PS definitions: Persons receiving a 
"split sentence" of more than I year, part to be served in 
prison and the remainder on probation. were excluded 
unless the prison portion on their sentence exceeded I year. 
resulting in an understating of admissions and releases. as 
well as of the yearend population. A small component \less 
than 10 percent) of the figure for "expiration of sentenc€;" 
incorrectly consists of sentence commutations. The figures 
for prisoners with sentences of I year or less may exclude a 
small number of persons held in custody at yearend 1977 
pending administrative implementation of senter:ce 
revocation. 

North Dakota 

The figures for "other releases" represent releases to 
court and bond. Female inmates under the jurisdiction of 
the North Dakota correctional system are now housed in 
its own institutions and not. as was previously the case, at 
the facility in York. Nebraska. 

DU)'erences from NPS dejinitions: None. 

Ohio 

The figures for "other unconditional releases" 
represent sentences vacated by the court. The figures for 
"other conditional releases" represent extended medical or 
nonmedical furloughs leading directly to parole status. The 
figures for "transfers to other jurisdictions" consist of 
transfers to mental hospitals. 

Differences from N PS dejinitions: None. 

Oklahoma 

The i'nmate count for December 31. 1976. revised by 
the State. differs from that reported earlier and published in 
NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 1978. Data for 
1977 on neW court commitments, probation, and prisoners 
with maximum sentences of more than I year are not 
comparable with these categories in 1976, inasmuch as 1976 
data incorrectly excluded from movements and popUlations 
all inmates with "split sentences" (part prison and part 
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probation) whose prison portion was I year or less, 
although the combined prison and probation terms were 
more than I year. 

Differences /roll! N PS definitions: None. 

Oregon 

The inmate count for December 31, 1976, revised by 
the State, differs from that reported earlier and published in 
NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 1978. 

Differences /1'01/1 N PS definitions: None. 

Pennsylvania 

Movement data for 1976 and 1977 are not comparable, 
inasmuch as 496 "continuations," or new sentences begun 
immediately upon expiration of the old sentence without 
actual release or readmission, were incorrectly reported for 
1976; data for 1977 properly exclude such continuations. 

Differences frolll N PS definitions: None. 

Rhode Island 

Figures for 1976 and 1977 include inmates both of jails 
and prisons, which are operated as a single system. Figures 
for "other admissions" and "other releases" represent 
returns from and releases to bail, appeal, or conditional 
court discharge. 

DUferences /1'01/1 N PS definitions: Inmates given 
partially suspended ("split") sentences (part prison and 
part probation) were enumerated only if the prison portion 
of their sentence exceeded I year. As a result, lower 
populations and fewer movements were reported to NPS 
than were actually warranted. 

South Carolina 

A total of 697 prisoners (690 male and 7 female) held 
in local jails because of prison overcrowding were included 
in the NPS prisoner count because they were considered by 
the State to be in the custody of its correctional system. The 
figures for "other releases" represent releases to court or on 
appeal bond. Data on "new court commitments" and 
"expiration of sentence" for 1977 are not comparable to 
these categories for 1976, when the figures for "new court 
commitments" incorrectly included approximately 200 
parole revocations involving youthful offenders and the 
figures for "expiration of sentence" included terminations 
of probation following a suspended sentence. The actual 
1976 ligures for "expiration of sentence" approximate 
those for 1977. The ligures for "other admissions" consist 
of a residual included by State authorities to reconcile the 
sum of specilic types with the total. 

Differences /1'0111 N PS definitions: None. 
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South Dakota 

The figures for "other releases" represent releases to 
appeal and by court order. 

Differences /1'0111 N PS definitions: None. 

Tennessee 

The figures for "other conditional releases" represent 
releases to extended furlough. 

Differences froll/ N PS definitions: None. 

Texas 

Figures for "other admissions" and "other releases" 
represent admissions and releases of an unspecified type. 
The figures for "other unconditional releases" represent 
unconditional releases by court order, and those for "other 
conditional releases" represent conditional pardons. 

Differences frolll N PS definitions: None. 

Utah 

The figures for "other unconditional releases" 
represent termination of sentence by the Board of Pardons. 
The figures for prisoners with a sentence of I year or less 
consist mainly (80 percent) of convicted but unsentenced 
persons held for presentence evaluation. 

Differences /1'01/1 N PS definitions: None. 

Vermont 

The male inmate count for December 31, 1976, revised 
by the State, differs from that reported earlier and pub­
lished in NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS·PSF-4, February 1978. 
Figures for 1976 and 1977 include inmates both in jails and 
prisons, which are operated as a single system. 

Differences /1'011/ N PS definitions: Inmates given 
partially suspended ("split") sentences (part prison and 
part probation) were enumerated only if the prison portion 
of their sentence exceeded I year. As a result, lower 
populations and fewer movements were reported to NPS 
than were actually warranted. 

Virginia 

The inmate count for December 31, 1976, revised by 
the State, differs from that reported earlier and published in 
NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 1978. A total 
of 824 prisoners held in local jails as a result of prison 
overcrowding were excluded from the NPS prisoner count 
because they were not considered by the State to be in the 
custody of its correctional system. The ,figures for "other 
releases" represent releases on bond pending appeal. The 
figures for "other admissions" consist of a residual in­
cluded by State authorities to reconcile the sum of specific 
types with the total. The increase in the 1977 figures for 
commutations reflect improvements in data rather than an 
actual rise in this type of release. In addition, some 1976 



commutations were incorrectly reported as sentence 
expirations. 

Dif/erences ji'om NPS dejinitions: The figures for 
prisoners with a maximum sentence of over I year 
erroneously exclude 50-100 persons on authorized tem­
porary absences. 

Washington 

The inmate count for December 31, 1976, revised by 
the State, differs from that reported earlier and published in 
NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 1978. The 
figures for "other unconditional releases" represent 
pardons and vacated sentences. ine figures for "other 
conditional releases" represent conditional pardons. The 
figures for "transfers from other jurisdictions" consist of 
transfers from mental hospitals, believed to be fewer than 5 
admissions and 5 releases per year. The figures for 
prisoners sentenced to I year or less or without sentence 
consist of inmates held for psychiatric evaluation. 

Differences frolll N PS dejinitions: None. 

West Virginia 

The inmate count for December 31, 1976, revised by 
the State, differs from that reported earlier and published in 
NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 1978. The 
revision stemmed chiefly from the adjustment of the figure 
in that report so as to exclude a predominantly juvenile 
facility whose population had been thought to be 
equivalen t to the otherwise unmeasurable youthful 
offender population housed in that and 2 other juvenile 
institutions. Reflecting this reassessment and consistent 
with the complete exclusion of youthful offenders from the 
1977 count, the 1976 figure for males sentenced to more 
than a year was adjusted to 1,239; for males sentenced to 
less than a year, to 13; and for total males, to 1,252. 
Whereas the total number of male admissions for 1977 was 
based on the calendar year, allocation of this total among 
the individual categories of admissions was estimated on 
the basis of the distribution recorded for the fiscal year. 
"Other admissions" (male) consist of an adjustment 
residual included by State reporting authorities to account 
for the difference between the sum of individual types of 
admissions and the total of all admissions. "Other 
unconditional releases" (male) represent releases by court 
order. "Other conditional releases" included five 
characterized by State authorities as "conditional pardons" 

and one medical respite. "Other releases" consist of 
transactions of un.specified type. 

Differences from N PS dejinitions: Inmate counts ex­
clu.de prisoners adjudicated as youthful offenders, 
estimated to number about 60 at yearend 1977. 

Wisconsin 

Transfers to and from mental hospitals, incorrectly 
reported for 1976 as transfers to and from other 
jurisdictions, were excluded from 1977 data inasmuch as 
the prisoners involved were considered still in the custody 
of the State correctional system. 

Differences from N RS dejinitions: None. 

Wyoming 

As of June II, 1977, Wyoming ceased housing female 
inmates out of State. 

Dif/erences from N PS dejinitions: None. 

Federal Bureau of Prisons 

The inmate count for December 31, 1976, revised by 
the Bureau, differs from that reported earlier and published 
in NPS Bulletin No. SD-NPS-PSF-4, February 1978. For 
1976, the reported population incorrectly excluded about 
1,400 inmates housed at private contract sites and 300 
inmates in transit between pris'Jns. Prior to 1976, figures 
differentiating between inmates with sentences greater than 
I year and those with sentences of I year or less 
significantly overstated the latter; the proportions should 
have been comparable to those for 1976 and 1977. The 
figures for "other admissions" represent returns from ap­
peal bond and those "other unconditional releases" 
represent unconditional releases by court order. The figures 
for "other releases" are an adjustment residual believed to 
be generally composed of authorized temporary absences 
followed by releases; it also contains approximately 90 
releases on appeal bond. The figures for "tranfers to other 
jurisdictions" consist of tranfers to State or local 
correctional facilities. For 1977, movement data on persons 
with sentences of I year or less and data on intrasystem 
transfers, both incorrectly reported for 1976, were 
eliminated; therefore, movement totals, which appear to 
decline from 1976 to 1977, in fact do not. Data on military 
prisoners are excluded. 

Differences from NPS dejinitions: None. 

41 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRATION 

Dear Reader: 

USER EVALUATION 

Prisoners In State and Federal 
Institutions on December 31, 1977 

NCJ-52701, SD-NPS-PSF-5 

The Law Enforcement Assistance Administration is interested in your comments and suggestions 
about this report. We have provided this form for whatever opinions you wish to express about it. Please 
cut out both of these pages, staple them together on one corner, and fold so that the Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration address appears on the outside. After folding, use tape to seal closed. No 
postage stamp is necessary. 
'(hank you for your help. 

1. For what purpose did you use this report? 

2. For that purpose, the report- 0 Met most of my 'needs 0 Met some of my needs 0 Met none of my needs 

3. How will this report be useful to you? 

o Data source o Other (please specify) ____________ _ 

o Teaching material 

o Reference for article or report o Will !!2! be useful to me (please explain) ___ . ___ _ 

o General information 

o Criminal justice program planning 

4. Which parts of the report, if any, were difficult to understand or use? How could they be improved? 

5. Can you point out specific parts of the, text or table notes that are not clear or terms that need to be defined? 

Page 1 



6. Are there ways this report could be improved that you have not mentioned? 

7. Please suggest other topics you would like to see addressed in future reports using National Prisoner 
Statistics data. 

8. In what capacity did you use this report? 

o Researcher 

o Educator 

o Student 

o Criminal jUstice agency employ .. 

o Government other than criminal justice -Specify ________________________ _ 

DOther.Sp~ffy-------_______________________________________________ _ 



9. If you used this report as a governmental employee, please indicate the level of government. 

o Foderal o City 

o State o Other· Specify 

o County 

10. If you used this report as a criminal justice agency employee, please incNcate the sector in which you work. 

o Law enforcement (police) o Corrections 

o Legal services and prosecution o Parole 

o Public or private dofense services o Criminal justice planning agency 

o Courts or court administration o Other criminal Justice agency· Specify tYpe 

o Probation -
11. If you used this report as a criminal justice employee, please indicate the type of position you hold. 

Mark all that apply. 

o Agency or inst!!UtiOn administrator o Program or project manager 

o General program planner/evaluator/analyst o Statistician 

o Budget planner/evaluator/analyst o Other· Specify 

o Operations or management planner/ovaluator/analyst 

12. Additional comments 

--
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-.-~ 

Name 

Number and street 

City State 

(Fold here) 

Telephone 

( ) 

ZIP Code 

NCJ·52701 
SD·NPS·PSF·5 

________________________________________ M _______________________________________________ t 

u.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Law Enforcement Allistance Administration 
Washington, D.C. 20531 

Director, Statistics Division 

POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

JUS-4311 

National Criminal Justice Information and Statistics Service 
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20531 

~ -U.S.MAIL -

----___________________________ w _____________________________________________________ ._ 

(Fold here) 
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Porole In the U.S.: 1976 and 1977 

Tho Nollon's Jolls: A report on Ihe census 01 jailS from tho 1972 
Survey of Inmates of Local Jails, NCJ·19067 

Survey of Inmate!) of Local Jails 1972: Advance Roport. NCJ 13313 
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Stllte Court Coseload Stallstics: 

The Stato of the Art. NCJ·46934 
Advance Annual Report, 1975. NCJ· 51884 
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Expenditure and Employment Dato f()r the Criminal Justice 
System (annual) 
1977 advance report. NCJ50847 
1976 final report, NCJ·44588 
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Progrllm Pll1n for Stallstlcs. 1977-81, NCJ·37811 
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Sentencing of Callfornlo Felony Offenders. NCJ·29646 
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