If you have issues viewing or accessing this file contact us at NCJRS.gov.

<

e e e e

PRISON GANGS IN THE COMMUNITY
A BRIEFING Bocunsnr FOR THE BOARD OF CDRRECTIONS

June 14, 1878

Y




APPENDIX E

CHICAI‘K) GANG ~ BARRIOS IN EAST IOS ANGELES - MARAVILIA

- ./ Genesis of gang-barrios, ohservations
and Using Community Organization Tech-
niques to Mitigate Gang-Barrio Violence

Charles Pineda, Jr..

Fellow, Center for Criminal Justice
Harvard Uniwversity Law School, 1972-73
Assistant Supervising Parole Agent
California Youth Authority

109-E



——

I.

II.

III.

V.

TARLE OFF CONTENTS

Foreword . . . . .

Introduction « v « « v ¢ 4 4 e 4 . . .

East lLos Angeles - Maravilla . . . . . .

Typical gang-barrio symbols as of 1973 (Exhibit 1). . .
Map indicating gang-barrio territories (Exhibit 2).
8.250 square miles in ElLA-Maravilla where deaths,
due to gang conflict, have occurred (hroken
line) . . . . .« ..
Maravilla in the Thirties (solid black line)
Maravilla fram gang-barrio perspective (x'd line).
Gang-barrio defined . . . . . . . ..
rber of gangs in Los Angeles (city)
Black and Chicano

“umber of gang-barrios in Maravilla/TLA . . . .
Interviews . « o « v 4 v o

Charlie de la Kern Mara .

"ino" de laTord Mara . . . . . .

The Ganag-Barrio and Violence

------

Active gang-barrios in IIA/Maravilla
Parolee and gang-harrio member deaths which resulted

from gang-barrio conflict and violence

110-E

G

10-11

11-14

14-22

T-




VI. Assuning a Difficult, Yet Rffective Role .

VIiI.

VIII.

Law abiding responsibilities vs. gang-barrio acceptance
Sare suggestions to consider when working with

qang-harrios
Cormunity Organization and the sanq-Rarrio . . .

Lote Mara and the Maravilla Association for Progressive
Community Action
L1l Hovo Mara (Tl Hoyo Mara Roxing Association)

Federacion De Barrios Unidos

Conclusion .

-

111-E

*

-

Page

iJ
[3®}



FOREVORD

This paner was prepared to give one an account of Fast Los Angeles-
Maravilla gang-barrios as they werc and as they exist todav. Also, it
is intended to give the reader a perspective on the seriousness of gang-
barric violenge in Tast Ins Angeles, the involvement of parolees and
prohationers in the gang-harrio, and lastlv a carmunitv organization
approach for working with gang-barrios.

While writing this paper, reference is made as to the parcle agent
or probatJ:.on officer assuming another role, that of a carmunity organizer.
Although the cammunity organization mie may be difficult to assume, its
effect appears to influence the direction a gana-harric takes and, conse-
cuently, in what tyne of activity the individual memher participates.

I would like to thank Walter B. *tiller, vho discussed at lengths,
his experiencns in Boston with lower class gangs. His invaluable per-
spective on the conterporary gang situation todav will long he ramembared
hy this writer. Also, I would like to thank “arina Marcuez vho diligently
reviewed this report, Connie Bell of the Youth Authoritv Planning Section,
who worked with me extensively to camplete this remort, and lastly, the
California Youth Authority and Director Allen ¥. Breed, vho made it
possible for me to attend the Center for Criminal Justice at ilarvard

Urdversity (which included research in the arca of violent gangs).
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INTRODUCTION

This report concerns the role a field parole agent, or field proba-
tion officer, in a special treatment unit, could assume in a barrio
cammmity such as East Los Angeles, which has had a large Chicano popu-
lation, and which traditionally has had many fighting gang-barrios.

{The term gang-bairio refers to a hyoothetical boundary which the
gang members regard as their "turf".)

East Los Angeles has heen Jnown for its notorious fighting barrios.
Few persons, if any, know when these gang—barrios began. Yet, thase
gang~-barrios have caused much harm to the commumity as well as to indi-
viduals. The Los Angeles County probation program known as group guid-
ance in the early 60's appears to have heen the last public agency
effort to work with gang-barrios in los Angeles. It is to be noted
that the group quidance program had little, if any, contact with the
Maravilla gang-barrios which date back to The Twenties. The group
guidance progrém concentrated its effort over a vast area and included
hlack gang groups as well as Chicano gang-barrios. Same of the gang-
barrios worked with were the following: White Fence, Macy, Alpine,
and Mateo. The White Fence group was the nearest to the Maravilla area,
long a traditional adversary of Maravilla gangs. Therefare, the older
gang-barrios such as Il Hoyo Mara, Varrio Nuevo, Marianna Mara, Geraghty-
lama, lopez Mara, Lomita Mara, ILote Mara, and newer gangs such as Ari-
zona fara, La Rock, Varrio King Cohras, la Tercera have had little, if

any, contact with grou workers or gang workers whose primary concern

is to work with the gang-barrio.
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One of the difficulties encountered by the varole agent in the harrio
cmmmityis that ho has to work not only with a narolee who may resent
him as an authority figure, but with the parolee's gang-barrio subculture,
his peer group, and with the many negative factors which reinforce the
subculture pattermns or vay of life. It has heen difficult, if at all
possible, to effectively infiuence, modify, or rehabilitate the narolee
gang momber in his own turf or harrio. These hard-core gang members are
constantly being arrested, convicted, and returned to institutions only
to be released a short time laﬁer to their respective camumities and
again take an active part in th‘eir gang-barrios.

In subculture gang nomms the parolee returning from the "tougher"
type institutions such as D.V.I. (Deuel Vocational Institute), Preston
and Paso Robles (now closed) is looked upon as really having attained
status. The younger gang memhérs will acknowledge the parolee's achieve-
ment as if he had graduated from a prestigious university. The gang
members thus reinforce the subculture of the gang-barrio and the gang-
barrio satisfies the pamlees'[ (recognition, status, etc.) psychological
needs. A

Since the gang-barrio member usually will bhe sorewhat confined to
his gang-barrios' hypothetical boundary, his relationship with the other
mambers is frequont and recurrent, which makes for a close intense rela-

ionship (closely-knit) group, therefore, in order to influence, modify,
or rehabiiitate the parclee (gang-barrio member) the agent must work with
the entire group. In some cases even though the parolee would like to
follow the parole agents' advice (which has come about through a one-to-
orne counseling relationship in the office or in the home), the subculture,
gang-barrio, pressurc is too much for the young man to contend with or
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hear. In some cases, after programming the youth for suceess, the paxole
agont leaves the’ d.llt'aral island, barrio, or ghetto, and doesn't take
into consideraticn the immense pressures on the parolee having to stay
in the barrio and hear the pressure of his peer group and gang-iarrio
subcul ture.

Therefore, if a program is initiatnd that will have meaning for the
parolec, gang-barrio member, in his own harrio (neighborhood), the proba-
bility of effectively helping him help himself, is relatively higher.
Froam ry espxerience, I would further state that sophisticated technicues
of cortwmity organization (in the Dast Tos Angeles setting) scem to he
more offective in dealing with problems of gang-barrio violenoe and qandg-
barrio delincuency than more traditional casetsnrd: cowmseling methods in
a carmunity mach as Last Los Angeles-Maravilla.

A question that is often asked is whv must the agent rodify his
traditional a:proach and work with the parolee's nears vhen they mav not
be on parole and not the respansibilitv of the agency? To answer that
question one should think akout who 'pavs the price” of not effectivelv
doing something about the parolec's gang-barrio. To further answer this
question, in an 18-month period the Dast Los Angeles Sheriffs reported
31 killings as a result of gang violence and conflicts. Five of the

victims were California Youth Authority parolees.
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MARAVILLA

Maravilla (Spanish for "miracle") is an area of approximately
8 1/4 square miles in the Cast los Angeles area. It is a law-—cost
housing area characterized by project-type housing units vhich were
built during the Second VWorld War as tamporary housing.

Altinugh the original area designated as !aravilla was about 1/2
a square mile, the hvpothetical heoundary from a gang-barrio, suhculture,
perspective is approximately 8.25 square miles at this time. Maravilla,
originally (in The Thirties), was the Chicano harrio when the area
south of 3rd Strxecet (sce map, exhibit 2) was predominantly White, Anglo-
Saxon, Protestant in about 1940.

Gangs which have emerged from the area are Jmown by marlings in
the gang's territory denoting the nawe of the gang followed hy the
infamous "Maravilla”, or "Mara" (short for Maravilla) or just an "M"
with two short horizontal lines on each side (see esthibit I). *aravilla
gangs have traditionally used the ‘“ara lahel to let others know that thew
are affiliated with the oldest and most feared gang-harrios in Los
Angeles. Older Mara gangs in the 40's such as Ford, El Howo, La Kern,
La Mariamma, earncd a reputation for fighting and retaliation that is
still respected today by other gangs in the los ZAngeles area.

Same of the older gang-harrio m@nbgrs interviewed in Tast Los
Angeles spoke ahout how the Maravilla gang-barrios had met the service-
men (mainly sailors) during the Zootsuit riots in the earlv I-‘orties.l

On this suhject a veterano* fram Ford “ara, named Drnie, stated that

lGriffit.‘“., Beatrice W., American e, Boston: Houghton~Mifflin, 1948.
*Older gang-barrio member; age could be from 21-45 ysars of age.
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EXHIBIT I:

La
_..MM...

Lil
Valley

VKK

La
Lopez

La
Lomita
Mara

P.F,

TYPICAL GANG MARKINGS IN THE EAST LOS
ANGELES AREA

Iote Midgets - L. - M. ~
Mara l.ote
Mara
Cutdowns Cutdowns H-M Locos
Hoyo H-M Hoyo
Mara -Maravilla~-
Arizona La il
~M— Arizona Arizona
_M... ...M...
La Cherries Santos
Marianna MM Marianna
Mara Mara
L-v Termites LITTLE
-R- de VALLEY
Little valley -0~
T
Varrio KK Pequencs
King Kobras varrio
King Kobras
L.a Lopez Mara L~-M I.a
Rock Mara
—-——--.-O—_—-—
LM Geraghty Juarez
~Loma=- Mara
La W‘hite =F IsT
Tercera Fence Flats
-0 _R._
I
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on one particular day, over five hundred gang-htarrio members from all
different gang-harrios gathered to fight with the sailors. Ille continued
saying that although feuds were always going on between the different
gangs, the outsiders (sailors) brought the gangs together (thhile convev-
ing this information I could see how proud the weterano was about that
experience. HNow a truck driver and a family man, he remambers the inci-
dent as the middle class kid recalls the wimning of a foothall game) .
When the sailors ar:ived, about eight or ten taxis full, the awesome
sight of so many gang-barrio members armed with chains, guns, Fnives

and clubs was too much for the sailors and they left under a shower of

rocks.

GANG BARRIO

A barrio may he defined as a neighbortood vhich is heavily popu-
lated by Chicancs or Mexican-Americans. Low income arrios are often
roferred to as a ghetto by the majority group. It appears that, in
large cities throughout the southwest, there arc arcas designated as
the Mexican or Chicano area or barrio, and which the residents them—
selves refer to as the harrio.

The gang-barrio is seen as a subcultufe within another culture,
the lower econamic Mexican -American group. The gang-tarrio subculture
is one which emphasizes manliness (machismo), hanor,.hraverlv and "huavos"
(quts) . Although the gang-barrio is not the sare as the conflict gang
as described hy Cloward and Nhlin?, many of the values of the conflict

gang arc siared by other members of the gang-barrio. In nost cases the

“Richard Cloward and iiovd Ohlin

P Delincuence and Onportunity, Chica
Illinois: Free Frees, 1960, = —— - L ' 0,
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gang-barrio is frowned upon by the majority of the adult residents, vet,

many of the values in the gang-bar io are supported by the culture of

the lower class ?'/'nexi_r::am--llme:rJ’.cam.3

The termn "gang-barrio" will also be used to refer to a type of
youth group within the Chicano commmnity which has been in existence
for decades. Most gang members are part of the gang because they share
camon values and behavior pattems. Many of the young men I came in
contact wit}-m had had brothers or other close relatives in the gang-
barrio. In one family three out of four brothers had heen members of
the El Hoyo Mara gang~barrio. The brothers ranged from age 22 (1972)
to 38. All had been on parole or probation at one time or another.
Also, it appears that the lower-class Chicano commmnities serve as the
"birth-place" of the gang—barrios4 (Maravilla is such a place).

Criteria for defining a "gang" have been delineated by a number
of works - including Cloward and Ohlin, Klein, Short, but Walter B.
Miller's definition based on five major characteristics appears to be
best applicable to the gang-barrio. These characteristics are:
recwrrent congregation (extra-residential, self-definad inclusion-
exclusion criteria, continuity of affiliation); territorial basis
(custamary frequentation locales, custamary ranging areas, residential-
proximity recruitment basis); age basis (age limit affiliation, sub-
group delineatian by age); versatile activity repertoire (illegal

activities, extended periods of “"casual interaction, hanging out”,

Buford E: Farris and William Hale, Mexican-American Conflict Gangs,
Observations ar;d Theoretical Implications, San Antonio, Texas,
Westley Community Center, 196:.

fFarris and Hale, op. cit., p. 5.
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recreational-athletic activities) and intra-unit differentiation lw

authority, roles, cliques and prc-zs{:ige.5

NUMBCR OF GANG-BARRIOS IV LOS ANGELDS
Different agencies give different statistics in regards to gang
activity. My sources vere major law enforcement agencies in Los Angeles.
Los Angeles city gangs number 171, of which 125 ganas were Chicano
or Mexican-American; 46 gangs were Black qangs. In regards to Dlack
gangs, they all but disappeared entirely after the Vatts riot, but

recently in southwost Los Angeles, Black gangs have agaiﬁ becam active

and violent. 6

In the unincorporated part of Los Angeles--mainly the area east
of the city linits-~there are approaximatelv 50 gangs, all Chicano gang-
barrios.

The Maravilla area of the unincorporated county has seven active
gangs and the area adjacent to it has another seven. It is amazing

that the area in which these gangs are found is no larger than 8 1/4

square niles (see exhibit 2).

I. CARLIE AND KERN MARA
This information was obtained through a field interview with a

founder of the Kern Mara gang-barrio whose name is Charlie. My concern

Malter D. “iller, American Youth Cangs-Past and Mresent, to apoear in
Blumberg A., A Reader in Criminologv, Random Iouse-Knopf 1974.

O . .
King, V., Violence and Perror hy Street fangs, '1.Y. Times, May 24, 1973.
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was to learn the genesis of the gang-barrio. Charlie stated that in
1941 Maravilla was a yural type commmity with rolling hills and lots
of vacant land. Brooklyn and Ford Streets (see map) were the center
of the Mexican barrio. The people were generally poor, housing was
inadequate and life was generally very simple. Spanish was used by
everyone. Charlie felt that his gang was a mere sixeet corner group
at the beginning. ©Only through conflict with a gang-barrio knawn as
Ll Hoyo Mara did they became a f£ighting gahg. The gang-barric was
actually named by other gangs. Since they (Charlie's associates) fre-
quently gathered around Kexn Avenue in Ela-lMaravilla, other gangs
referred to them as the guys fram Kern. Consequently, when conflict
arose with another group they named thamselves La Kern Mara or the
Kern Gang fram Maravilla, and a new gang emerged. Charlie confirmed
the presence of other gangs in Maravilla such as lLa Ford Mara,
Marianna Mara and El Hoyo Mara, gang-barrios which had been established
long befére his Kern Mara gang in 1941. Many authorities never paid
rmuch attention to Chicano gang-barrios until the Zootsuit Riots in the
Forties, which made it the "in thing" to stidy the Chicano gang-barrios.
But as Charlie and many other veteranos st&t;ed, same of the Maravilla
gang-barrios were around in the late Twenties.

Charlie is now a local businessman and had lots of tales to tell
e about "la Kern Mara" but my objective was to establish the genesis
of that particular gang barrio (1941).

II. WING AND LA FORD MARA

Wine is an alcoholic who resides in the Maravilla area and, although

51 years old, continues to associate with a street corner group of

122-F Io15
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veteranos,  These veteranos are an older group of men who frermuent
the Brooklyn and Mednik Street corners in Maravilla, Tast Ins Angeles.

In regards to the formation of the ord Mara gang-harrio, llino
stated that at the age of eleven (1926) he began associating vith the
then~called "Boys Fram Ford". Ulino vas borﬁ in 1915 and he states that
the ford barrio was in cxistence at that time. In the late Thirties
the Ford bovs referred to theilrn group as Ford tara.

hile conducting this interviews, another veterano arout 38 years
0ld insisted that the Ford 'lara gang-harrio wms the touwghest garng
around. Il amhasized how powerful it had hecn, hovr it controlled a
large area of *laravilla. !Hs facial expressions conveyed how meaningful
that particular gang-barrio had heen for h.m ; then he sadlv admitted
wow it had finally dissol.ved: with that remar} his wvorld amprared to
have vanished and he took another sin of the wine thev were drinking.

Pram these aconunts and many others, we can safely sav that Mara-
villa gang-barrios, and their subculture, have heen in the Last Los
Angeles area for decades. Thercfore, it is not unusual to read comments
such as those of Maloam Klein to the fact that kids in the harrios am
almost immediately exposed to subculture hehavior matterns, that really
don't give them a chance to view other ways of life. Consneuently, thoy
are not ahle to make an independent decision and, therefore, succumb to

the subcultures such as those of the gang-barrics at a very early age.7

7Malcolm . dein, Street Gangs and Strect Vlorkers, Dnglewood Cliffs,
Hew Jerscy: Prentice Hall, 1971, p. 238-264,
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FORMER ATTRMPTS TO WORK WITH THE EAST LOS ANIFLNS MARAVILLA GANG-BARRIO

Fram my recollections of living in Fast Ios Angeles, the 'aravilla
gang-barrios have had few encounters, if anv, with rehahilitation or
social agencies whose primary efforts would he to work with hard-core
gang members.

Although new efforts are being implemented in Cast Los Angeles
(Maravilla), traditibnally, social agencies in the harrio appear to
look for the "good kids" to involve in their programs and tend to
exclude and 'ignone the gang members. nDr. ilalcolm Klein and the Los
Angeles County Prohation Department's group guidance staff did some
work with the EIA gangs (northern and southwest L.A.) but never reached
the Maravilla gangs vho are the oldest. Klein's efforts were related o
reducing the cohesiveness of the gang (Clover gang, Northeast L.A.)
group and according to that study he succeeded in creating a gap which
for that time inhibited recruitment of younaer gang menrers. 8 Yet,
despite his efforts the law enforcerent agency in the Clover area rerorterd
that the Clover Gang is still active today and the ages of the gang mraﬁ~
bers are between 15 and 25.

Thus the Maravilla gang-tarrios have flourished and subsided in an
environment free of social services directed specifically at them.
Surprisingly enough, large, notorious, gang-barrios, such as Ford Mara,
waned until it ceased to exist in 1962, indicating that other factors

are involved in the cessation of gang activity besides intervention or

reducing cohesiveness.

8Klein 1971 op. cit., p. 123.
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T GAG-TATRIO A VINLIT T

The issuc of gang violence has !ven addressed b manr notnd scholars
in the past. Yablonsky stressed fantasy and illusions? in his chanter
entitled, "The Dragons Invade". Tlalter 'tiller, vin studied gangs in
the Boston arca (late 60's) renorted that no nicides ooccurred srithin
a three-vear period among the 390 madwers stuliod and the fourteeon gangs
involved. Mile writing this paper. I had an opportunits to discuss
the gang-hbarrio situation with Dr. *idller and he statrd that thore 'as
a tendency to play domm the seriousncss of ganag violence in the 61's.
One of the studies to supwort this wvas the Boston studv. But in the
70's gangs in the large wrban center (Naw York, Chicaqo, ctc.) are
definitely violent !0

Many authorities on gangs have stated that rost acts of violence
are exaggerated to the point of fantasv. The gang-harrio situation in
East L.A. (Mlaravilla) appears to have sore of this illusory type of
phenamenaon. Gang' members will exagyeratn an inéidont to the point of
fantasy (non—gang momhers do the same thing). But for the most part,
“laravilla gang-barrios are definitely violent! This violence is
expressed in terms of reported deaths and vicious assaults (knifings,
heatings and shootings included). The reader can determine thether the
facts reinforce my opinion. By noting on the map (exhibit 2), the gangs
inwlved can be found in an area of 8.25 square miles. %he local law

enforcement agency (East L.A.-Maravilla) reported that in an 18-month

Miller 1974 op. cit., p. 26.

0miller 1974 op. cit., p. 26.
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period, fram Junc 1971 to December 1972, there were 31 deaths which can
be directly related to garg-barrio conflict.

In relation to the homicides, if we corpare gang deaths in East
Los Angeles to gang deaths in Philadelphia, we see that Philadelphia
had 42 gang deaths during the 12 months of 1971 (population: 2,000,000
or .17 deaths per 100,000 persons) and that Fast L.A. had 32 gang deaths
during an 18 month period (population: 103,000 or 1.7 deaths per 100,000)
giving East Los Angeles a rate roughlv 10 times that of Philadelphia as
a whole.

In addition to the homicide fiqures, the L.A. Countv Sheriffs
Department reported 81 felmy assaults ly gang-barrios between January
and July of 1971, and 108 between January and July of 1972.

It is shacking to note that Fast Los Angeles, with a population of
100,000, accounts for almost as many gang deaths per vear as the city of
Philadelphia with a population of 2,000,000--considered by many to have
the most serious gang homicide prohlem in the c:ount:ry.11 '

As other scholars have previously suggested, the gang usually is
canosed of hard-core and fringe members (Miller, Klein, Yahlansky all
agree). It should be noted in Fast L.A. Maravilla, the 14 active gangs
represent perhaps 3,500 persons, including adults and juveniles: however,
of these 3,500 persons, approximately 400 mav he hard-core. The 14

active gangs in Fast L.A. Maravilla are as follows:

lll(ing, W., "Violence and Terror by Street Gangs" in Philadelphia,
dew York Tires, May 24, 1973.
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il Arizona

Choppers

East Side 1os

El Hoyo Mara

Geraghty

Juarez

Ia Rock

Fommed about 1960. Named after defunct

Arizona Cats.

fmall gang establishing itself in a non-

about 1970. An auxiliary of a West Side

gang known as the Choppers.

Small gang trying to survive attacks fram
Little Valley. Has had members shot ang
assaulted. About three years old.

Established gang~barric. Founded mid 20°'s.
Has about 7 age groups (divisions) or “clicas".
ne of the largest barrios in East L.A. Iong
tradition of violence. A real status group
for gang joirers.

Older gang, remains in the hills overlooking
East LA Maravilla. Arch ‘rival of El Hoya Mara.
Now called Geraghty-Lama.

Gang formed in 1957. Small but allies itself
with larger Hoyo Mara to fight Geraghty-Ioma
its arch rival.

Newer gang which started about 1969 in the
original Maravilla area, right under the nose
of the larger gang known as Lomita Mara,
Growing fast. Most members are in their

early and mid teens.
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Lil valley

Lote

ILomita

Marianna

Emerged after dving out in 1965 and trving to
re-establish its reputation. ‘bst mombers in
early, middle--a few in late--teens. Involved
in vicious murders of rival King Kohra gang
members. Ambivalent about the Federacion de
Barrios Unidos.?

Older gang established in the 40's. Xnown for
drug connections and now as a self help group
trying to "cambat' drugs in their gang-barrio.
A member of the Federacion de Barrios Unidos.
Gang barrio formed in 1954. Has four divisions,
a very tightly knit group. Has been involved
in many “rumbles" with Lomita Mara, Lopez

“ara and Marianna Mara.

Gang oriented in 1954. Has several divisions.
Many members lean heavv into drugs (Ohlin's
Retreatist theory appears to apply very well
in this case) .13 Has fought with Iote Mara
over a decade; both barrios are menbers of the
Federacion de Barrios Unidos.

0ld gang established in the 30's. Almost

vanished in early 60's. Dying ‘.out Mariachis

leedere:«.ti.on o§ United Neighborhood, actually gang-barrios ceming together
to voice their oconcerns, gang-barrio conflict.

Ycloward and ohlin 1969, op. cit., p. 178-185.
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Mara memhers joined and

revitalized Marianna.

llas had a continuous fewd with Prirona Mara

and killings have resulted. Has several

divisions. Older wetcranos trving to work

closely with Federacion de Barrios Unidos.

In 1972 rented a small huilding to use as a

social recreation center. ‘fonev has came

ahout through car washes on weehends.

Varrio Nuevo 014 gang ocut of unincornorated arca of East

L.A. HMembers establishing gang in a middle

class area of [ontebello, Calif. An arch

rival of the White Fence gang, also a city

gang. Several homicides have resulted due

to gang conflict (not included in hemicide

statistics).

Varrio King Kohra Newer gang estahlished in 1963. ‘'any are CYA

parolees. Illave heen the recipiants of shotgun

murders, recently, hy their arch rival, Little

Valley. llewer merber of the Federacion de

Barrios Unidos.

PARDLIT AND GANG-TARRIO MIZMIER DEATIS WHICI REGULITD FROM GANG-BARRIO

CONI'LICT AND VIOLINCE

Fram ry exoerience also, a significant number of CYA parolees are or

have heen gang mermbers. The Youth Authority has

a substantial number of their young rmen fram the
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harrios of Last Los Angrles.
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Why arc thay garg-hbarrio members? If we anplvy “‘Iaslcr.l's“ well-recognizoed
theory of hasic psychological needs, the qang-harrio offers the gang
membor status, recognition, activity, and cpportunity to he heard,
opportunities to display his machisro (manhood) © in essence, his psvcho-
logical needs are fulfilled.

In an enviromment where education is meaningless, the gang-barrio
fulfills the young man's needs. Celia S. lleller in 1966 vrote. "During
his nine vears of intermittent schooling, Chaco has cne fact irpressed
on him. The only group that has meaning for him is his neighborhood
growp, It is not the school, where the "American' teachers tell hin
alout a world in vhich he has no real part...But in the naighhorhood
gang is the stuff of living as he mows it."1° For the younda wan in
the ba.r:riob the situation has not changed. Therefc;re, whether the
individual is a narolec or not, the gang-harrio offers a life of adven-
ture and recal meaning. Yet, this gang-harrio life. in many instances,
cheats the gang-harrio member of a long ard productive life. The
following is data covering the tomicides mentioned earlier (27 of 31
gang-related killings which include atterpted homicides and vicious
assaults). The reader should consider +hn violent acts vhich some of
the gang-barrio memhars must displav to he accepted in the hard--core

group and also the tragedy of this process:

M 1eller 1966 op, cit., p. 56. Inid., p. 45-56.

15 Celia Stopnicka ilelicr: Mexican-American Youth, Forgotten Youth at
the Crossroads. New York, Random House, 1960, n. 57.
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The victim was shot once in the chest hy i:_he suspect. The shooting
wag an outgrowth of juvenile gang activity. The specific gangs
involved are the Ariz Mara and the Mariamma "@ra gang of which
the suspect is a membcer. Suspect vms arrested at the time of the
shooting an charge of assault!® with intent to comit rurder. This
charge was later amended to murder following the victim's death
{the victin was a CYA paroleoe) .

Victim died as a result ¢f rultiple steh wounds to tha chest and
abdamen inflicted by the subject during a gang fight. The two
East L.A. gangs involved were the Arizana Mara gang and the Zl
tlovo Mara gang.  The victim was fram Arizona and the suspect fram

El Hqyo. The suspect was also a CYA Qarolee.]‘?

The victim was standing in the parking lot in front of his resi-
dence located in the Maravilla Housing Project and vas struck in
the chest with a .22 caliber hbullet fired fram across the street.
The two East L.A. gangs involved were the Marianna gang and the
Arizona gang. The victim did not belang to anv gang. Suspect is
in custody at East L.A. following his arrest on 7/20/71.

The victim was dead in the street at location after bemg shot
seven times in the head and torso. The suspact is in custody
charged with murder, awaiting preliminary hearing in FEast L.A.

Municipal Court. The East L.A. juvenile gangs involved are the

- —— .

16 case #1. Victim was a California Youth Authority parolee.

17 Suspect was a CYA parolee.
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Geraghty gang and the Whitefence gamc_;.l8

The victim was attacked hy possibly three unknown male Caucasians
of Latin descent and was stabbed six times in the chest and two
times in the back. He died on the front porch of the residence
at the location. On Julv 20, 1971, a rejection on suspect was
received from East L.A. Deputy District Attorney. Suspect was
released fram custody. The victim was identified as a member of
the "Lopez" Mara gang.

The victim was shot fram a passing vehicle while standing in front
of his home bv suspects armed with a shotgun. The victim although
not a gang member, associated with members of the Mariamna Mara
gang. It is believed the muxder occurred as a result of a lang
tem feud between the Avizona and Marianna gangs.19

The seventh gangland murder was ocommitted when victim was shot
numercus times with a .22 caliber weapmn in Salazar Park, Last
L.A. Following the shooting, the fleeing suspects velled slogans
referring to the "Little Valley" gang. Subsecquent investigation
revealed that the victim was affiliated with the Fast L.A. King
obra gang.

The victim was found bleeding about the face and head in L.A. City
on June 20, 1971. Ilie was transported to a hospital where he
remained in a camatose state until his death on July 12, 1971.

Investigation by L.A. Police Department ilollenbeck Detectives failed

18

g

Suspect was a CYA parolee.

uspact was a CYA parolee. .
132-E
~17-



10.

to reveal tho cause or location of the assault until December 8,
18971, At that time their investigation revealed the assault of

the victim was possibly cammitted by juvenilés and apparently took
place in the Maravilla Housing Project in East L.A. on June 20,
1971. Homicide Burcau has accc-.pt'cd responsibility for the full
investigation. BAlthough suspects are not identified, it is
bolicved this murder was probably camitted by members of the
Arizona gang,; most of whar live in the Maravilla Housing Project.
Victim and a friend were walking on the sidewalk at location and
ware fired on with a .22 automatic rifle by two male ILatins from

a passing vehicle. Victim was pronounced dead at location and

tine friend was wourded and recovered. Victim was identified as

a member of the Little valley gang and was a witness to a 217 p.c.
(assault with intent to cammit murder) orn November 12, 1971. le
was the victim of a 187 p.c. (mmxder) on January 9, 1972. Victim
was on Christmas leave fram the U.S.M.C. and was previously associ~
ated with members of the Little Valley gang.

Victim was shot with a shotgun hy three latin suspects fram a pass-
ing vehicle. An East L.A. detective unit observed the shooting
and veent into pursuit of the suspect's wehicle, assisted by patrol
wit. During the pursuit, the detoctive and patrol units were
fired upon by unidentified male susvects; in a second vehicle.

wo rounds struck the detective unit and one round struck the patrol
unit. No department personnel were hit. The vehicle and two adult

. L. . 2
male Latin suspects and one male Latin juvenile suspect®® yere

20yictim was a CYA parolee.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

arrested following the pursuit. Victim dicd at L.A. County USC
Medical Center on December 26, 1971. The three arrestees are
gither mawbers or associates of the East L.A. Little Vallev gang.
Victim was a marber of the East L.A. El Hovo Mara gang.

Victim staggered through the front door of Deloy's bar stating

in Spanish that he had been shot twice. Ye dicd one hour later
at a local hospital. No suspect identified at this time. It is
believed the victim was killed by East L.A. gang mambers during a
rohbery.

Victim and friends were standing near location and were fired
upan from suspects in a passing vehicle. Victim was struck in
the chest and died. One of his friends was wounded in the leg.
No suspects are identified. Investigation rewveals the victim and
friends were members of the Bassett gang fram the Citv of Ia
Puente (Industry Station Area) and the suspects are members of
the fast L.A. New Breed Car Club.

Victim and two male Latin juveniles were in a fight in the street
with fi§e male adult Iatin suspects. The victim was stabbed in
the head and one of his friends was stabbed in the hody. The
third was unharmed. Victim died in the hospital six hours later.
His wounded friend is expected to recover. One suspect is identi-
fied but not in custody. The remaining fc_>ur suspects are still
unidentified. Victims are memhers of the Little Valley gang. All

suspects are believed to be Nationals.

The victim and suspect were engaged in a fight that had heen previ-

ously planned.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

i b e et S

21

Victim chased and beaten with rick mw nossible membhers of Marianna
gang. It is wiknowm if victim was a gang mecher.

Victim shot by party craspers npossibly from the Arizona ganag.
victim was affiliated with the Juarez gang but there is no indica-
tion that gang rivalry was the motive for the murder -

Victim, %illed, shot during robhery of Wis market brr T3 Tock gang

menbers.

Viictim, transient, ¥illed by several members of the Arizana gang }
by heating. On this same date another person vas stahbed and

permanently paralvzed hy the same gana and suspects.

Victims killed bv victim of robberv vhile robhing market at loca- )
tion. Victims associated wvith Lovez gang.

Victim beaten to death by kicking and hitting with rocks. Very

little information and no witnesses. Suspects stole victim's i
veiicle. Possible gang activity.

Victim, member of King Kobras, killed during knife fight wiﬁh ‘
several Lil Vallev members. D.A. reject on seven suspects due
to victim starting fight.Zl VAT am was v an s b
Victim stabbed Ly suspect during arqument. Suspect is possible
member of Lil Valley gang. -
Victim was shot and killed by Ia Rock gang members who were trying |

to shoot Arizona gang members at a rarty. Victim vas affiliated

with the Lomita gang. This incident will nrobavlv produce rore ot

gang activity.

“"Victim was a CYA parolee.
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24. Momber of la Pock gang, shot and killed by members of the Lomita
gang, probably in retaliation for the murder of Angel Olivas.
Jdurder caplaint abhtained an suspect. .

25. victim heaten and stabbed to death by members of the 'exican “afia.

26. Victim member of I illoyo gang stabhed to death by unlnown Lil Vallev
gang memher.

27. Vvictim run down and lilled by auto after participating in gang

fight. Unknown gangs.

After reading the preceding data, being a CYA varolec isn't the
criterion for being active in the gang. In most cases, the reverse is
true: the parolec has been a member of the gang-harrio months or years
before camitment to a correctional facility. The crucial issue to
consider is what can be done for the gang-hbarrio mamber or parolee
gang-barrio member in his own environment which in most cases lacks
the kind of constructive support {(good schools, intact family structure,
récreation, joos and general qaportuniiy) essential to developing a
healthy personality? I have learned that casework counseling ‘appears
to have little effect an the parolee or gang-barrio member when he is
in the campany of the gang-barrio members. One stud’ known as the
Carbridge-Somerville nroject stressed the casework ocounseling method
to reduce delirxuent activities in the area. The counseling vas given
to a group of boys cansidered potential delinquents. The results werc
inconclusive in that there was little difference in delinquency rates

between the control and experimental gmxp.?'z Therefore, in a barrio

22E‘dx-z:;rd Powers and lielen Witman, An Experiment in the Preventan of
Delincuency: New York, Columbia Press, 1951. p. 57-77.
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environment, cammmity organization techniques may have more effect on

the particular gang-barrio.

ASSCMING A DIFFICULT, YET EFFECTIVE ROLE: CCGVMUNITY ORGANIZING OF
GANG-BARRIOS

Developing a relationship. In my case the relationship has existed

hecause not only do I live in the East L.A. area and came into contact
with many gang-barrio members, lut my occupation as a parole agent
hroaght me into intimate contact with gang-barrio members on my case—
load. To give the reader an indication of parviee gang-barrio ties,
from a caseload of 30 in East L.A., almost 60% were gang-barrio members
or affiliated with gang-barrios.

As a parole agent, I felt that social casework as a tool to change
or at least modify negative behavior didn't affect the parolee, gang-
barrio member in his barrio ccammunity and that another approach was
needed. Havirg lived in the barrio area I was exposed to the barrio
subculture at an early age and learned how the parolee, gang-barrio
member appeared to want to please his peer group at any obst.

I have often been asked the question of how I was able to observe
gang-barrio ehavior and the answer is that in most cases I knew a
"veterano" who introduced me to the younger members, or the veterano
was still active to the extent that my mere presence with him was
enouch for the other members to see me as 0.K. If the veterano has a
reputation for physical cambat (that virtue is generally respécted in
any ganGg-barrio), one can rest assured that no one will question one's

presence or activity. The power figures in the gang-barrios are known

137-E
_22_ o T an




TR
o L/:

W DINA AL A
-t ! o ") -)‘,_ N . A \ / (
NYLE'S 3 NEGULEtioS MEMO

APPENDIX F

ANY CARNAL LEAVING  3-A WILL ALUTOMATICALLY make
A Full REFORT OF WhaT OCCURRED AND SEND  To
SECURITY, REGIMENT OR To Your LT, AS ThE
C/;f‘t— /\/3/\"" RE, .

et FRE—A L B R N oS B R e D o Ty e £ {\f'%“‘/LM“

1ALL CARNALES WILL BE LIF AND READY WHEN
MOYEMENT STARTS AT 9 AM AND will STAY READY
LIVTIL MOVEMENT STOPS AT 10 PAA, _ |

T.NO CARNAL WILL GET IN TO ThE MAMNS FACE X WITH
OUT PRIOR PERMISSION OF YOUR LT |

V., VO FAMILIA BUSINESS WILL BE DISCUSSED AT ALY ONM
ThE TIER, IF YOU NEED TO PISCUSS ANY ThiING

T AT c "’/\PMJ'* DA e (0N PN g e WA il e sl o W W W
: 7 i A S S R R =~ T 7 f// IR=SV Y A B B IV S

OR AT SHOWER TIME,
T, NO CAR)L/A._ 15 TO ASK w"’NAz_ES CO/\/\M ING FFO/\
[RE STREETS OR PINTA /—xBu (T \/\/)7A‘r 1S HAFPENING
WOTHE REGIMENT ThAT nE CAME FROM. UNTILL .
CLEARE/ ”“E UP OTHER WIsE CLEARED FPUM LT
ILALL f/f/» LIANDS a2l GHVE /3’30/-- ER RESFECT TC
"*U”;‘& DERG AL /\/ Ao FORYOLID CARPMAL "“

,o—

RE IR

~m~;———r ] et .;~—~v~v-—~t~—mv——-—m~w~f* *rwvvrm?\ 1O = JAL w,'r\ 1y [ adi
CARLIALES 1p i 7 AR OVE L B2 YOUR LT )
Lo SUHO L e 1 A AT /D ALl BE O DOME
‘.'DAJLV .i-'-'-f;v&:; AR Vi Timn EACEFTWING  OF BAT T
\,3, /’)\y)’ ,/ ""‘ (J // '

( HERE WWILL, E)L M F/ VORTISM AMOEEST (“/\rf/l/mzﬁ,S i

T HEADING ON ALL! ~R.~Por.. TS, REQUESTS AMD

o~ A ~ I3 % . Nt 1 \ . 0 2 4 o ' .
VIEAOS WILL HAVE ThE PROPER MHEADING I
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