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Physical asuse of children by thelr caretakers hag been esti-
mated o occur in ome out of avary 100 Aparican fauiliss
(iight, 1973). ZIn the 1380's, child abuse was rscognized ag a
major soclel problem (Xempe, 1962) and has since .atiractad the
rsgearch efforts of professicnals in meay disciplinzes, Muoeh of
this research has veen dirscted toward identifying factors
agsoclated with the abuse which could be used to construct en
etiological model. The models.which hava been promosed can be |
roughly grouped laio two types--the sociological and the psycho-]
logical. The scclological ralates the occurrence o abuse to
social and culftural factors, Specirfic incidents o child abuse !
ere recognized as interpsrsonal encoumters, but the root problem’
and potential solutions ars seen in societsl terms, The psycho-:
logical approech, on the othar hand, views tha problem prinari. .
1y in terms of tbe psychopathology iunvelved in parbtizular parent)
echild rslationships. ’ i
}

The most extapsive data on the soclology of abuse wag collacted
by GL1 (1369). EHe found in & national survey o2 reportad ehild
ebuse cases that the parents 2z & group resemblad a cross-sec-
tion of the pation’s poor. There was an over-raprasentation of
non-white nersons in the group; they wers Doorly educated; held
low~-paying jobs cor wers unemployed; and, in general, wers dis-
sdrvantagal sncially and economically. GL1 copcluded that child
ahuse cccurs largely as 2 by-product of that social =nd economic
deprivation: parants who abuse their children difar from thos=a
who do not primarily in the degree of social aud economic
resourses avellable to them. ’
In contrast to the sociological model, the psychological modal
Tocuses on fuetors related fo individual perzonality and be-
hevier, The treatwment team ai the Wational Center for the Pre-”
ventien and Treatment of Child Abuse and Neglect (Denvar,
Colaorsdo) nas zoctmulated he most axtensive cliofasal data in
this area (Zelfsr # Xampe, 1968). They have notaed a aumpar of
requantly osmurring chearactaristics in thelr cases. Armong
thesa ars: (1) & history of pnysical abuse or naglect in the
shildnood of the apusipg parenis; (2) Lnordinately rigic or un-
realisdic axpectaiions of children by the parants; (3) a patsarp
of social isolation and smotilonaelly unsupportive murital rala-
tionships; and (4) soms precipifeting swent axperiencad as 2
erisis oy one or both paranvs Just prior to tha abuse,
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This "orisis" may consist simply of a child's crying excessively
or failing in some way to saiisfy the parent's demends for love |

and attentilon, 02ten these parsnts regard infants as 2 source

| Of reassurance about persgnal adsquacy and meke exnessively

i
¥

high demends for performance from childrsn, The parsants are apti

to perceive an in2ant's crylng or disobedience as rejection and
to respond with anger and punishzent, The general profils is

of 2 parsnt whose inner and outar sources of self-ssteem are

quickly depleted under stress. While there is general rscog-

nitlon that both soclal and psychological factors aust be

considered in order to explain the phencmernon of child abuge,

thers is litile agreement on the relative importance of the

different factors. Sources such as GLl's which find an asso-
cjation between poverty and abuse and conclude thait this agso-

ciation has etlologlical significance nave been eriticized on

the grounds of sagpling bias, I-poverished and dedically indi-

gent famlies are more likely to ¢ame Llnto contact with the

major reporting aganciss--welfare, police, and haspitals that
sarve families who do not have access to private aadical care
(Light, 1973; Kens, 1978). Thus, it is likely thak this seg-

ment of the population is "over-sampled® relative ta other
sacioecononic segrents., Studies drawlrng cases mors from the
private sector have found abusing families from all economic
levels (Steels & Pollock, 1968),

On the other nand, femilies seen at the National Ceater in
Denver, cur righest source of data aboubt the psychology o

abuse, may represent an under-sample fTom lower socioeconomic
groups. The hospital to which the Nafional Center is attached
is & University Medical Center and net the major hospital for
the medicelly indigan®t in Denvér. Further, a revisw o2 studles
which hava attemmted to elucidate the psychopathology of child

abuse indicatag that thers is ro particular psychiatzis disg-

order that is common to all or zost abusive parsents (Spinetta

& Rigler, 1972).

One inferspce that could be made Zrom 2all of this is that the
ixportance of various psychologizal factors relative to various
goclological factars is different Zrom cases to case, Thers mey
be not one but sevaral stiolegizs underlying the poanomenon cf

child 2buse, I that is so, then whal is needsd is a mulii-
etialogic model whicn ineorzorates hoth payshologizal and

soclological fastors, This paper w»ill present dalia in sugzors -

of such 2 model.

As & working hypothesis, we agsuxme that thers are natural

groupings of ajuse casss thai ars sufdicisntly diffsrant Iroz

Tl

ona anocher ir etiology to be idantiliad as {ypes. The litzre-
tura bears support for this hypotkesis, but to dale only rudl-

mentary attempis nave bdsn mads to classily physical aduss

ceges.

Merrill (1962), Delsordo (1963), zZalba (1966), and Boisvest
19 have aash atiampiad to devalop & tygolagy of abuslng
(1972) have sach atitanpiad to devalog uJ_qugz of 2huatag

fowmitiaa An “ha Mazdiz A? +ka mame~mATiRyv Sharanna
i az=E. Akie A

i
1
i

i
i
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the asusaer and, to a lesser extent, on the social and zconomic
circumstances of the abusing family. The tyopologles ware Con-
structad from clinical imprassions; no staiisticzal zethods ware
employed, The Following tabl~e summarizes the typdlogiles and
shows the high degree of overlap ameong them,

Gil (1970) made the only other noteworthy zttempt Lo construct

a typology. Ee dcored 1,380 cases collscted nationwide in

1967 as ta the pressence or ahbsence of 13 abuse circumsiances

or czuses such a3: "Inadequatsly controlled znger of perpetrz-

tor" and "Abuge devaloping out of a quarrel hecwesn carstakers.®

These binary responses wWers then subjected to factor amalysis

yielding seven vrincipal factors which Gil tien associatad with

an abuse typology. The catagorias es ceseriised by GLL ars

listed below:

1. Resentment and rejleciion of the child (common to both
infilcted injury and neglect)

2, Angry and uncontrulled disciplizary resgonse (common

© only to inflictad injury)

3. Male babysitier abuse (common to inlictad injury and
sexual abuse) :

I, vPersonality deviance and reality stress

5. GChild-originated abuse

6. TFemale banyziiier abuse

7. Caretagker quarrel

Cettell (1965) cogently discussss the selfious ambiguities in
fector intarpretation in such en agplicéation ol factor enalysis.
A diZfarent method of 2nalysis was selected For the present
study, 2 method which clusters families rather thap wvarliablss.
Study and analysis msthods are described in “he next ssetion,

METEOLS

Saxmle i

The sawmple for this study consistad of 99 children who zad been |
adjudicated by the Juvenile Court (Los Angeles County) 2s having!

suffered inflictad injuries, These children were 2 subsazple

of & largar group (219 shildren) representing abou: 25% 2 ihe
inflictad injuxry cdsas under couxt Jurisdiciion at tnae tims {he
sacple was drawn {(February, 1372), That sazple wis &rswn 5y
selectlng every fourth cege in sach Deparcment ol Fublls Scclal
Servicas reglon in Tos Angelss County.- !

was 2or e study thabt anz

1, The larger samgle Lyzed diffarences
in Zagilies among verious sinds of abuss--n2glact, sexual
abuse, and shysical abuss, That study a2s szen reporTed in
another pagar (Xant, 1373),
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TepoLoairs of cortu ame  (Lamar, 1977)

TABLE 1
GAYESONY
Rigd, sompudatyy, parent

Cuontinubus and unsontrolled
fnger Stems frum purgntts
tatdrnol eenriictn.  Purent
1 ehilahvod history of
tuvete enutionul rejestion
v depr bvotion,

Overflow abuae
Child pburs s rooted n
an overflon of the parent's
o faustistion sad iryvo-
sponsiidisty,  Abuss lu

1epekitive, but put ddpce-
ted to any one child, 1ha
pothies 18 mout ofton the

nbaner ok the fother uou~
ully docs not dive dn this-
howe .,
nhly,

Abuze 1% uncontpol-

Abuse te i Smpuleive nnd
nletterel sapresuion of
genern) soage spd hoatilivy,
whieh to purt of Lhe garuedt's
thilstoodadpternined peraon-
ultby, “‘fhure la pu patiarpe
te thy alusie, Hoat elfien
e wolher Ju tho whuser aand
the fnther dovw nut dve &n
thu huky, Abugs in uncon-
tieltnble,

The_ Tnodunwite psrsom)iry
aney ne PRelsordu category,
SOvertlay nuuse® with Mo
udded vbuyrvatlon Lhit
neglatt s wull ae nbueo

o ghuinatoriotie of faully,

toarvents defand their right
o punish thety ehiddron
uliow Lhey percolve ruspunuls
ble for thé parenta® tyroubile,
furents Jaak wnpwih and
prottotivoneds toward Lhelr
chilitren and waka evoasaive
dertniy of Uhew,

Dizoiplinnpy ubugs

Pavenis nve rigld, osn-
Lywiled, und uniuvoding,

Phry defend thelr vizht to
diucipllue their olild
{unanlly an un\ulucnnt‘.

for fulling to comply with
Lholr expestatiung, Bften
they sy upstonding cibizens,
Abitia 12 contiullable,

gold, uuppu)plys
13 RITnnr1AR parent

Abuse 18 fn renctlon to the
allld?a peod roy vlosunass
apd utlection, snd Intsrest
In body wid 68X, Pureuts
Juave ocupnldlvely olenn
homsu,  Tuey derond Lhoiy
riant to punlul their ohile
drens  Abuge Ju ounlrellable.

Cold, tusnulilys
fisa{plimariay

Unwe uu {wlsorde ontogory,
*Diwoiplinury alodie™

Pansiyn, depsndent parent

Parsnt 1a depsndent, ixmua-
ture, and prone to tlufrun-
slon, Within the faally
unity the pacunt cosputes
with the ohild Car the
lava and atteution of ths
apousa, .

.

Batierad onild

Severa slbuda of Infunt iw
perpetyuted Ly pavant win
high tesentency nesde wio
#0080 tob child as a burdap
or guhpebitor which hus to
bo dexlroyed, Oftep, undy
ane ehild 3 the fawlly L4
ubused.  Abuse L uncon-
trodlulis, *

Daprannlve, yoboiyns
DEprEAEIVE Tnignt
Aluag vepresunts anger and
royutitvont ot huving Lo
atst Lho needs ol athays
and ot inebilily to meot
the role exjpuctntions of a
anyetokor, Uften bnly one
ol id 1u Abuued, who fu
seen Wy oA oowpatitor o
turden to tw depondant
yarent.  Adbupe 1&g uncon-
trollavle, .

Fha pruaslve=nparesyiys
T

Uumu 68 Huloordo bdatugoy
Battered ohbld%, &

.

Ihyajandly disabled cathsy

Pathere are onk of woerk,
frustiuted, and rosponuible
for the cura of the chlild
Hhlls $he mothérs work,
Thay suffay luss of swtulua
&y Noll s louw of phyulonl
w«bilitian,

Furent with ideptlty/role
eylsla

Abuce reprasents the fu-
tier's diaplscod uyger at
lony of cupubitity for
provious rols poarforupncs,
The fothor stayw with
ohildran while Lho wather
worke, Abuss s oontrol-
Yakle,

ST
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Abuse \: dus te misplaced
furahkal hostilitky which
steon Crom miritnl gon-
fiict, Tho obuser is usus
&Y}y e father, The ohild
vbuted s, genmrndly, of 13-
Jogleinute conception or
birth, bratnedomogod, or 4
w gy fn osarital cuntliot,
Aluse 13 sunteollable,
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Abuse L ths yanullb of
roriind confdict div-
pluced onta Lt child,

JHE 18 orten Jimitud to
ona child whg td & puwn in
e vortinl confliel or
13 tlleglbianto, sto,

the father wnmlly

alatiga,  Aluoe 1y oune

trotlaule,

hsisvert
i)

Hnme o2 Delaordo cutapory,
Stupluced nbuse” with Lhe
sacepiion Lt the sbusker
18 paundly the mothey,

TYPOLOGIES OF CIILD ALUSE

CATEOONY

Hental 1dipees

Ausa Ls unpredictabla,

but ritunlistic rathor

than impulsiva. No (ur-
ticnlor payohiatrio diug-

novle lu wods.  Abude L8 .
wicaniroliuble,

wghe&!a.w;::u!

Atnke 1a unprediotnble apd
vituiliatiog 1t haw ddlo-
ayncrutie woaning reluatey
th the funleaisu of the
abuusr, Abude f# uncon-
Erolluble,

The psychotio peragpelity

Homa ae Dulaorde oategory,
“Hontul AYlnesats

914

The_sad)stye_persopadicy

Parant hws history of su-
diucio behwvior and shows
0o unxlety or gullt for
slnde,  Often thure urp
waribul problows nnd ale
uohuliom in fanily. Abuse
0 unoontpolluble,
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The 99 children in the preseant sample represant all the c’u.ld.rnu!.
three years of age or younge.r. This age rangs was of pariiculay
interest to the Investigators because the results of the analy- !
sis were to be applied \.o e hospital.basad experimestal prograz !
which includes m=ostly younger children, Morsover, a pr-l.::..nary
analysls of the data indicated that Zapdliass whers the abused |
child was less than thrse yearsz old difered from families :
where the caild was older on a substantial nunber of vardiables.

Thus; the findings of this study ere not proposed as ha.ving any
generality beyond the age group studied. i

Data Collection

Nata wag collectad with a nrﬂ-coded survay questionna.i_re Qom=- '
gl=ted by each Department of Public Soci al Servicas (CESS)
worker wha nad a study family in her casaload. 3. total of 251
verliables were includad in the gquestionnairs. Tha guegtion.-
naires werse cou:g ated from information gained ‘rom eSS com:a:.
with the Tanily™ and racords of hospital, police, znd court
investigators., I:'the information raguested was not availabla
from these sources, the workers were agkad to geek it directly §
from the Zamilies, Problems in coding were referred to regional:
supervisors and resolved al the level by members qf the study :
team, The intensive lnvestuent of itha JFSS worksrs An thelx

own ceses insursd a low rata of "migsing data' response and gave
us confidence about tae ralfability of the data

For each case, values for as many of the 251 variablss es “osq L
ble wers ootained, The variables fall ipta nine troed cate-
gories:

1. the irmedliazte circumgtances of the incids=xh

2, charscteristics of the asbusad child prior to tha
incident

3. characteristics of the child!s caratziars

4. cha.racteris:*c.-. o2 the child's home

5., the family's social and econcmic circumstancss

8, the court disposition of the case

7. the child'!s placement nistory

8. the childtls benavior and davelgpment Zollowinz *<he

inctdent
9. the perants! attitudeg toward the platemant ead cese-
work goals -

2. Each child takena undar court Jurisdiction Ls 2ssignad 2
soeia) worker Ly DI-‘SS. This worksr becomss responsitle
for supervising t s walfora o2 the ¢child in his plagem=ns
{whather homa or oster © r2) 2nd maites Taguler *isits to
both tas child an d nis parents.

274090 O - 78 ~ 48
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Vith a sample size of omly 99, it was clear that some way of
selecting a raducsd get of variables was nedessary befors an
statistical analysis could be undertakzn, One apmroach to the
vroblen of reducing the numder of variables is tq fora combinaw
tions of variables which ere strongly related to one another

and to use these combined variables in %the analysis. Faector
analysis is the most commonly used tacanique Zor this purpose, |
The diZ2iculby with such "Pectors® is that they are often diffi-
cult to interpret, %We were ilnterested in developing conceptual
models which might involve complez interconnections among
severa] variablss., To lumn together variables which co~varied .
into a singls bundle would be economical but mignt obscure these
relationships.

Retaining the variables in their original, more meaaingful, for:m
rede it necessary to salaet o ampall subset of the total 291,
These were gelectad on the tdg¢iz of several criferla. First,

we wantsd variables g Witk our 399 cases showed a s2all number
of missing values, Jacand, we «zated variables likely to be of
high relizbility. g, for oiampia, Tactual ltsms tendad o

be preferred to thugw reguirlng suslective Judgmental Third,

we wanted variedlss lilkely "o ve of theoratical interast.
"Number of childresn in +the rome,™ $1¢ example, has mors promise
than "length of rexidusiy La Tos fngeles,” Fourth, we wanbted
variasvles which showrd mubstantisi variation in our sammls. : L
FLLth, sinca we wers interasted in wnderstanding the ekiology

of chiid abuse, only background variables deacribing tha child !
and family's sircumstznces At the time of the abuse were selec-
ted., The varlables were examined on the bagis of these criteria;
and a set ¢f 40 selected for the maln atatisticzl analysis.

Without theoredical guldalinas, we wers forcad ta adont an '
empirical approach {0 the davalopment of the types., We deciced
to let the data itsal? suggeat natural groupings of czges. 4s
mantioned abovae, cases sharing a similsr cauysal mechsinism could
be expectad to have similar valwes on zany of our 40 variablag.,
Cluster analysis is & statistical technique for dividing a .
sample intc subgroups or clusters which are themselves rsla- !
tively hnomogeneous but whichn differ fLrum other clusters., Thad
is, cases in tpe same cluster would tend to have similar values
on meny vexriablss, woils those in diffsrant clusters would dis

play differaxt patterns of valuss,

We dacidad to selact clusiarls on entirsly emplricel grounds
and then to look at the valuss of variadies used to Zora tiae
clustars and otkber wariables in ordar to intargrat fhe results,
Such an analysis is 2xploraiory, and e wera not particuiaxly
pptimistic thet cleedly interpratable patitsrns would emevgs,
On the other hand, if such patiterns did emerge, they would not
be thz resuli of our praconcesiions end might at 2 wdmizws gro-
gide useful working hyoothases Jor posgible Znture cordobora- 1
ion.
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%a chose 2 tyve of cluster amalysis known as hierarchical
n2arest-neightor clustering., The msthod can be deseribed in
terms of thres steps: defining a similexriiy ceasure, zararating
R s = ,3 2 ZRVRIDACL
a hierarchical clustering o the casses, and salacting the rinal
number of clusters. . ’ :

We wantad the "similarity” betwean any two cases to be a pmeasure
of the degres to which the casass tandsd Lo nhave the sams values
on many of the variablas, We sa2lacted the product-moment
correlaiion between cases over the 40 variables, That is, we
treatad the 40 values corresponding %o aach case as iZ they ware
" 40 observations of a random variadla and calpulated the corrsla-
tion between sach pair of thase "variablas" usipg the standard
formula, This "reverse correlation® (the usual rolss of
variables and individuals are reversed) i3 a parficularly good
measure of sinilarity when =eay of the vaxiables axre dichotomous
or take on a few values at most, whick is trus of nearly all our
variaples,
The gecond step in the analysis involved carrying ouk the near-
est neighbor z2lgorithm, The basic id=a of the algorithm iz ta
start yith 59 separates cases and 'successivaly aggregate to fornm
sats of smaller numbers o largsr clustvers.,

More specilically, sterting wiih 99 separata clusiaers, it
caomputer Zinds the two "clasest” on the basis of our similarity
measyre and Joins them together to Zorm a cluster o size 2,
Thus, at lavel 2 ~2 the nieraschy of clustaers, we have S8
clusters, Thes nrext step iavolves 2gain Joining the two nesares:
fneighoors”? unless there is 2 third czze clossr %o foth these
in clustar 2 than are apy othar Lwo cases. Thus, eFf isvael 3

wa hava 98 clusters--efliher 2 o size 2 aud 95 of size 1, or L1
of size 3 2nd 58 of sime 1. The process coptinues, always
conhining tne nearest fwo clusters al level k Yo Jorm one
cluster e lavel k + i, The ¢inilarity of two clustars i3
dafinad ag the minmimum similaricy belween any case Lo one clusw
tar and z2ny in the other, This process is callad mdayarcndesl
clustering because it gemerates a hierarchy of levels of clus-
tezrs at any lower lavel.

EHaving generated §9 s=ts of nlusters, we are le?t with tne
queastion of whitk, 32 eny, seszs to repragemt 2 nagural groupin:
0f cases on walenr to c2rry out Sfurbther anslysis, Cleaxly, & -
Spall numher of large clusters wolld be zZore managsable nd
more suiiable for statistical anmalysis., On the othar nand, szor
zmelzeaskion ©f clustars into Larger ones raducas the hoza-
geneliy of the plustars,

Fortunaisly, the clustering algorithm provides 2 useluyl zeasure
*o assist ws in detarmining now m2ny clusters To uss, As
deseribed apove, the algorithm alwiys sombines clusters iz sush
£ way a5 to mexizaime the miminum within-cluster sl=ilarisy.
This mindmun within-cluster simllaresy provides 2 psasurs of
the rozoganzity of clusters, Vhils thiz measurs Just nacassari.
E I e e e T e . ] A% wmmam memme Th e,

: .
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increase more than othars, An unusually large Jjusp may be 2
signal tha® two basically dissimilar clustaers are baing forced
together, Thus, these increases provids useful indormation on
which lavels appear to reprssent the most natural groupings.

Carrying out the analysis described above on our 99 cases of
ehild -ebuse resulied in two sels of clusters which apgpeared
promising: one containing three and the other four clusters.
For each of these clusters, the mean value (or percentage i7
appropriste) was.caleculatad for each of the 49 backzround
variables. In the course of aitempting ta interorat these
clusters, it became cla2ar that the four cliusters had to be re.
tained.

RESULIS oo,

In this section, we describe in detail the resulis of the clus-
ter analysis. We begin with the presentation of a set of

tzales portraying the means (or proporsions) on a large nuzher
of variaples for each of the clusters. These tables includs ,
all variables shcwinf substantial diflerences among clusters, !
including 21 of the 40 varlables used in deriwving the clusters, ;
Table 2 presents varisblas which describe the ireident. Table

3 displeys cheracteristics of the abusad child Just prior o

the fncident; Tables 4 and 5 charectaristics of the mother and
fakher, respectivel;, Talle O presents variabiss dascrikin

the fanmily situation. Finally, Table 7 presents dats on sevearal
outcome variablas descriding the child and family al the tize o
follow~up.

Follewing the tablas, we pragasnt sirsightliorwerd verdal das-
eriptioas of 22ch of tne four clusters, These dnable the
reader Yo obtain a Jeel Zor the patierns in the data without
veing ovarwneized by messes of staltistiss, An atlemst has veern
mede no¥ to go beyond the Zects in thess descriptlons, but scoe
interprefation is inevitatles, 12 only tarough selscticn and
emphasis, Thals is why we have presenmtad the tables 2irs®,
allowing the reader Lo form his own izpresgilons. An $nter-
pretation of the resulls is oflared in the discussivn seccizn.

:
|
|
{
|

e
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Variabla

Cluster
a 3

* 1) Length 0% s
Hospitalization

* 2} Parmenant 3
impalrrent

* 3)
4)
* 5)

Fravious VL:tims

Bilalogical Mather
Rasponsibls

Biologizal ¥
Responsible

* G)

thar

7)

tap Pather
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TABIE 3 Child Prior o Iacident®

% Vaxiadle used in cluster analysis

Variable Cluster
1 2 3 L
* 1) Mean age (years) 1.03 1.46 1.30 1.bo
2) Sex ' 53 .24 b7 A3
3) Pull Term .95 .82 1.00 .88
by an—;t; Complications .28 /20 .15 L1
* 5) Irritable, active 06 47 .58 a1
# 6) Disobedient> . .06 .20 .36 .14
* 7) Abnormsl Growthd L] .14 39 L1k
or Develowvment
8) Faeding Prablemss 27 .33 Lo .Q7
* 9) Passive, unresponsiVe3 .29 . .27 .06
10) Toungest in famlily .60 .59 .39 .67
Cluster Size 19 25 15 4o

1. All scores raprssent proportioms of those for whom infdar-
amiion was avallabla exespt Zor varliable 1,

2. Proportion female,

3. #5 reported by 2 parent,
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TABIZ 4 Mother Prior ta Inmcident’’®
Tariable Cluster
1 2 3 4
© 1) Aged : 22,0 256 2.7 2L
2) Ed-uc:&‘«:i.c.'mlI 1.7 11.5 0.7 9.9
3) Wnite . .21 .72 AT .50
4y Black v .37 e 1§ .25
5) Mexican-Azmericea .21 .20 .27 .23
8) Exployment Level5 L..58 2 .Q0 .05
7) Occupational Level§ -87 .68 Q0 .08
3) giggt? oi 5851; 9.G0 13.00  1.00 8.a0
¥t in Los
Angslas (years)
* 9) Severely Discil- .13 - .31 .28 .53
plined as a Child
*10) Neglectad as 2 .18 .25 .13 .56
Child
11) Excessive Use of .05 .38 .13 Jis
Alconcl and/or Drugs
*12) Arrest Record® 1.17 .81 1.38 1.64
#13) Married .53 .60 .80 .36
14) Living Alone .26 Lol .30 .30
Cluster Size | 19 25 15 40

#* Variable used in cluster analysis

1. All ssoras rs

ions of those JFor wxhom infar-
zation was as for

variables 1,2,4,7,8,L5.

2, Mother i3 hers defipsd as the perscn living with the chilil
and Junetioning as magternal rersnt at tins cf Lncident.

3. Since 2ge was 20dad in catagoriss, thls represenis an

—r
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TABLE 4 (Continued)

In years, but since sducation was coded in catagories, this

reprasents an approxization,

Q= Unerzpioyed
L = Part tice
2 = Full time

Reversed Hollingshead Scals

Since length of residency was coded in
represents an approxination.

1 = Yo arrest
2 = Arrestad as minor only
= Arrested as adult only
= prrestad as minor and adult

catsgorlss, this

.

ea g, o g
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TABLE 5 Father Prior tao Incidentl’a
Varisble Cluster
1 2 3 ]
1) Age3_ 24,7 - 28,0 26,2 24.8
2) Saucation’ 1.3 11.3 9.0 1.0
3) White .31 .71 1] .50
4) Biack .38 .08 | 27 .23
5) Mexican-imerican .19 17 .33 +20
* §) Employmeal Level? - .14 L.41 l.21 .56
* 7) Occupational tevels 1.15 1.b1 .36 82
8) Length of Resi- 9.00  15.+ 1.00 8,00

densy in Log 7
Angelas (years)

9) Saversly Disci- .30 033 .33 .30
vlined as a Child

10) Neglectad 23 a .27 .29 .50 .50
Chilc
11) Sxsessive Use o? .25 45 .50 .73
Alcohol znd/or Drugs
v . 8 - - - =
*12) Arrest Racord 1.83 2.29 1.82 2.55
Cluster Size 19 25 15 4s
* Variabls used iz cluster znalysis
1. Al scorss reprasent progerilons ol those 2or whoz informa.
ticn wes availabls, excert Jor variadles 1,2,%,7,3,.Z,
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TABIE § (Continued)

0 = Unemloyed
1l = Part tize
2 = Full time

Reversed Hollingshead Scales

Since length of residency was codad in categorias, this
represants an approximation.

1 = Mo arrest

2 = Arregtad as minor only

3 = Arraglted as adull only

4 = Arrested as miror and adult

e
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* Variable usad in cluster analysis

25

TABIZ §  The Family®
Variable Cluster
1 2 3 4
*# 1) Known to Service Agency .68 R .87 .82
* 2) Number of Childrea 2,15 l.92 2,13 2,03
3) Biological Father in A7 .88 .87 .38
Eome ) .
4) Homws Repair/Clasali- 3.25  2.83 2.83 2.22
ness
* 5) Income per Membaer - 55.00 123.00 38,00 33.00
per Month (§) :
'6) Telephone Ln Home .53 .58 .50 .36
7) Own Automobila .53 ‘ .85 .58 45
Cluster Size 19 15 4o

1, A&ll scores represent properiions of those for whom indorme-
tion was available, except Zor variablas 2 aad 4,

2. = Far below averags

= Slightly below average
= Avarage

= Above average

= Far above aversags

[y
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Varieble Cluster
1 2 3 4

Child ’ . )
I] =motional withdrawal 36 .18 .08 .13
2) Developmental l2gs—- .53 .09 .38 L1

motor skills L
3) Develcpmental lags-- 57 .10 . .36 .2l

language skills
L) Developmental lags-- G4 .00 .30 LB

Liring skills .-

2

5) Illness 2,53 1.96 1.80 - 1.8%
6) Beck in homwe .32 .20 .20 W15
Parents .
77T IRIZially acceptad Jbe .60 .50 .80

couxt dec_ision
8) Now acgept caourt .78 .86 .58 .87

decision
g) Frsquency of visit53 2.33 2.37 1.30 2.00

to child (if in

fostaer cars)
Cluster Size 19 25 15 4o
1. All scores represent pronortions of thoss for whom infor-

mation was availabl:, except for verizbles 5 =ad S.
2, 1 = Ho krown iliness

2 = Qececasional routine illness

3 = Frequent illness .

4 = Qhronic medicel proslecs
3. 0O = Mevar

1 = J./yea:

2 = 2-d/year

3 = 12/yeax

L = 23/yszx

S = 32/7ear

R @t 2 b

e
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Clugster 1

Cluster 1 included all the cises in our sazple of ihit mosk
severa abuse. The abusad child gpent an avarese of seven weeks
in the hospital and, in meay cases, suffered permanent ispaize
mant . B :

The biological mother or father mast oftan was reswonsible for
the incident; this cluster was uniquely low in incidence of
abuse by & stcepfather or other resident, Despite the savariiy
of the abuse, the rate of arrests resuliing £rom the incident
was the lowesi Zor all clustears.

The children in this cluster were 12 months qld, on the
average, and wers usually the last born in a2 fawmlily with fwo
children, The @lustsr had by faxr the lowest percentazs of
reported abuse of srother child in the fawmily,

" An outstanding characterisiic of the children in this clugtar

was the Zest that meny Were perceived by their perents as pesw
‘sive and unresponsive, Almost none of the children, however, -
were perceived by the parents o be abnor=al ia growth and ’
development. :

These children came from famllies which weré #rase of most o
the problems that are usually associated with cnlld abuse.
There wag very little abusa or neglect in $he childhcod M story
of the mpther, There was somewhal mors ln the history of the
father, but still less than Zor Zathers in any of the other
clusters., The family had a low ircome, but it is the sacond
highest aswong the clusters in our sampls., The rate of unene
ployment was relatively low for the fathers, and zany methers
also workaed part.tizs,

The parents had the second highest sducalional lavsl amang the
four clustars: the mothers had 2 tenth grade education; ine
fathers had a2n elaventh grade aducation, (Oa the ayeraga,
neither of the parents in any cluster had completed high
school.) :

The mothers and fathers in Cluster 1 wers on the averags 22
and 25 years old, resvectivaly. Most wers from Blacok and
HMaxican Anerican beskzgrounds. They resided in Los Angalss for
an avarage of =ninms years and bad a very nigh incidence of sup-
port Irom family ralatives, The parents xept thelr homas in
good repalr, rarsly used drugs or aleonol o, axsess, and had
144t history cof errssis. c

The deseristion of tha familiss in Clugier 1 would not l=2d cone
to axpest chdld ebuss. - We are prasanted with & pariadeox: Thoss
familias who leagt it fne starsotype of the abusinmg family
2re the families Ao which the mosi sevare mbiuses couwrs,
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Cluster 2 !

In Cluster 2 Pamilies, child abuse was, by far, the lesajzi savers:
in our ssmple, The avarage langth of hospltalization was less
than slx days, and thers waa almost no evidence of permenent
immairment, The chlild had not often been 2 previous viectin of
abuse, but in one.nalf of the cagas, 2 sivling was kuown also
to have been 2 viciiz of adbuse or neglect,

The bilological mother and father were responsible squally often
for the incident of abuse. In 2U% of the cases, the stepfather |
or another resident was the perpetrator, Despile the relatively
unsevera nature of the abuse, the zata of Arrest resulling i
ITom abuse in this cluster was outstandingly high (773). |

Unique to thig cluster is the nigh percentags of ‘male chlldren
abused (76%). The average ags of the children was 18 months
old, which is the hdghest for all clusters. The parents tended
to perceive the abused child as disobedlent, irritable, and
active,

The age of the parenis was the highest for 2ll clusters: the
fathers were 29 years old and the motners 25 years old,
ically, the parents were white, lower middle class, wikh
by far the highest income 2und highest employwent lavel of 21l
clusters, Often the mothars worksd gart-time, Almost none o?
the motihersy lived alone with thelr children, .

The paxents had teen long-tlme residents of Los Angeles. RBoth
mothers end fathers nad zn eleventi grade education and alss
hed simller childhood historiaes of severs discipline and paglact
Such experiences were repcrted in atout one~third of these
families,

Alcohol or drug sbusm mas reported for U5% of the fathers 2ad
39% of the nothers, ©: the peprents in all clusters, the

parents in Cluster 2 wars the most sizdiler in beckzround, age,
and hablts, . :

Cluster 2

Tathers or gtep-fathers were the predosdnunt abusers in this
©eluster. . In only I7TH of the cases was the mother resvonsible
for the abuge,; and in no case was 2zotper rasident in the home
regponsible, Arvest resulted Iram the incldent in hel’ of the
cages, :

In Cluster 3, the aduse was relatively severe, The chlildren
wers hospitalized Tor-an average Of nearly three weeks, and i-
sone cases, there was parmenant impdixzent. Very rarely was

the ebused chlld & previous victiz of adbuse, However, in

mearly hal? the cases, another c2ilc Lln the same fapily wes . ;
rown to be & victinm of abuse or neglect, I
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Tha avarage 2z2 of the abusad shildren was abaut 18 moniths,
The children wWere perceivad by tas parents to he troublascme
with rega*d to ave y variahle, “*acuen*ly they were raportad
ag irritables aad actlve and disobadisnt. In other cases, the
children wers perceived hy the parents as passive and unrespons
sive, Teedi ng problems were commonly listad, Surther, the
children were perceived as sbmormal in g*owth and develonment,
although they were all born full-ter:m with & low rate of binri
complications,

The Families in this cluster wers among the Doorest ecanomical-
1y in our sawpla, The Tathers were raraly unenployed but worked
at the lowsst occupaticnal lavel., The mothers did not wark at
all. The Yathers zad lsss than anm sighth grada educaticn,

whila the mothers kad a tenth grads lavel of aducstion.

The familiag at the time ol the ahuse were new to “the Ios
Angeles ar=a, One.third of them were Mexlcan-Azerican, Mast
of them were known to fhe local wellare aganpcy.

A very nigh percentage of the fathars had sufferad severs disz-
cipline or neglact in their childhood, By contrasi, Taw of the
mothers had a2 chilchood history of astuse or neglect, The
mothers were about 22 years o2 age, which was, on yhe aysrage,
five yea2rs younger than the fatker'ts ags, In none ol the tases
did the mothers live alone withi the children,

Cluster &

In Clustar 4 the sbuse was the secosd least sevars among the
clustars, The children were hospitalized for sight days, ard
there was 1little svidence of germanpent Lmpalirment, Eowev--,

344 of the childran bad besn Tre lously abused.-by Zar th

highest percentage aaong all the clusiars, In 56% of the

cases, a sibling of tixe child had 2lsa baen adusad or neglacted.

Mothers were responsisle for the aduse in the majority of the
cases in Clustar &, The tncidance of abusing mothers was ouchk
higher in this cluster than in aﬂy other, This cluster is elso
unigue in its ralativaly high wo=idarnce (91”) o? =mhuse hy o
"non.parent" rasideat in the home. Biologicdl fagjphers or step-
feathars were not often responsiblz Zor {he ixeidenc, Arrests
resultad from the incident in 35% of the ceses.

The ch”ci:-H wers2 1ot parcaived by the parsats as very troudble-
some 2nd hed hy ‘ar the lowest prog wortion of Zeading proolens,
The average 2ge of ths child wes 17 zonths; in uVQ-hﬁardS o2
the casas, the child was the younges:t in the _aa:’"

neludss 40% o our ssimle, £ 10 maqay -ways fins
the desc fion ¢ the cirgumstanses OFf child abuse Tywphodlll
‘ound in sha lizsraiusra, Thirty perssat of the mothers lived
iih thedir children, nly 293 o the zolthers were Lar-
ouch iower :e erca"n than in athper ulLSuE*S.’ 4139,

Cluscer &
r

L
L3
s
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ralatfves,

Income per family member is eéxtramely low. Only 353 of taa
hovsenolds néve telephanes, The fathers had a tenth grade
educatiod, were at a )ow occupational lavel and oftan uneme
ployed, The mothers had an eighth grade education and wers
unerployed, The families wWere usually known to a welfars agen-
CY¥s PR -

The mothers were abouk 22 years old, on the average, and the
fathers 25 years old. Both mothers and Zathers had the highest
incidence of excsgsive use of alcohol or drugs among all the
clusters, Seventy-inree percent of the fathers abuged alconrol
or drugs, and their rate of previous arrest was the mighest
smopg the clusters, The mothers nad the second highest record
" of arrsst, Half of the families were white and balf were
Blaak and Max!.c:m-&q;erj.can. :

Both parents had & very high incidence of abuse and peglact in
thelr childhoed history, This is the only cluster in which
mathers were more oftan abused or neglected in their caildhood
than wera fathers. THe hercentage of mothersg in thils clusher
reviously 2bused ead/or neglected is more than twice the naxt
g.tghest percentage for mothers in 2oy other cluster,

As menitioned abova, the main purpess of the cluster enalysis
was to elucidate patterns of faaily functioning waickh might be
relatad to the occurrance of chlld abuse, It wag our visyw thai
1f strong patterns existaed, they would be reflacted by thne
values of many varlablas, but the individusl veriadles would
not be of primary intersst, Ratner, they would rs2lect 2n
underlying gestalt which would chearacterize the relevant a2s-
pects of the family situation, In this section we present our
intarpratations of the gastalt which charscterizes the cases
in each of our clusters,

These interpretations are offered wlih considarable tentative-
ness 2t this point in our work, Data Zrom soout 40 zore
families will soon be available that inciude resulis of zn
extensive battery of psychological tests and additional infor-
mation obtainmed from clinical trasiment of the femiliss, Thess
familinzs will then ve addad to the 99 from this sazple, 2ad Ihe
totel group will next he raclusterad, The addiiional clinfcal
end test date availabls for some of the familieg will trovide
immortant guidelines for intarpretation as well a2s a pastizl
teast of validation of the originzl four clusters.

A second caution that —ust pe noted concerng a fechmical prac-

lex Lo cluster amalysis, Variables wnleh can tage oan a grsater
range of values than other veriables zey wlay e disproportionats
role in datarmining clustar structure, The varizdlas which maks
up the clusters described hers Co 7vary in the rangs of veluss

2
2!

raoen

B AR - SO
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with this datz set that 1f 2ll the variables are "uvmitized" to
the szme scale and then reclustered that we will arrive at an
array that suggests there are nine rather than four clustars {n
the data, These nine clustars are each statistically more
homogeneous than the four clustar array, but they ars 2lso less
interpratable from a clinicael point of wview,

In the trade-off between clinical clarity vs, statistical
clarity, we have opted at this point for clinical clarity. Ths
gestalis Ln the four cluster array have rroven to bhe easily
recognizable by peopls with Slinical experisnce with abusive
familiss. Tt is our belief that the nine cluster avray repraw
sents more discreta subgatasor-,s off a larger snt of categorie .
that s approximated by the fowr cluster erray, Preliminary !
examination of the data supports this baliaf, but the pumber

of variables’ and families 1s too small to sunnov“ finer dis-
criminations, We expect that the next analys 5, with more
familiss and moré in¥ormation onm onethird of the familias, wild
provide JustiZication for such a ulassifica*4ou, i.2,., genaric
catagorias with sunt;nes. For the purposas of the present
paver, we will stay with the larger and more intern*euacle
generic categories. :

Cluster 1: "Flazhpoint®

He 2ra aof first lad ta posiht the occ"**en~e of an axternal
precipltating arisis iq ordsr to explain. the abuse in Cluster L i
families, which appears as aa isolatad *ncid=rt of extreme
severity, dxc-nt for the high percentage of zothers living
alone with their cni’dr“n, we 2ind no indicators that would
typlcally l=ad one to predict abuse in such 2 fanily. One
hynot“_sis then, is thay the zabuse isg the rasull Qa an abrumt.
change tn the fapily equilibrium, some avent superiencad as a
erisis which precipitaces an assault on the child. '

'

The severiiy ol abuse, couplad with the young aze of tha calld

(about 12 months is the avarage), alsg suggzest tha the aduser

is 2 more sarjously disturbed gerson., & sarious zgsault on an

infant would seem to indicate 2 cagasity Ifor e1aoorate nro_

Jection or overssymbolizatlon of axperience coupled wi

--raﬁ*c impulge gontrol and & rsady reservolr of Lntebse anzg

The fa0b that theve ers no other £70s3 sigms of zzladjus::gn:

4n the family suggest that these T8 Tamilies whizh would .

funciion ad-quatel" within e nerrowly aresar:bei routine sut

which l=ak the exptional rescurces U0 ad ot tc shanges iz that

routice,

There ara some clues to tne g2laments

families, One ¢lu= 45 tas hlzh parcs

tions 2né children reagoried as passive and un'=snans*v Tre

abused chlld n&v in :a:t be airpurzal in his de eveldpment "and

less zdaptadla to family routvina, He may 21sd ary mere 2nd

in ganeral reszond urp*sd;::a“ 7 So paranitszl aaret=‘*“g =-’cr.s"
4

In any event, the low incliszcs T those with siblings in this ;

o

27090 O - 78 - 48
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clugter indicetes that the abused child maanilasted charascter-
istics experisnced as particularly abrasive to tke abuzing
parent and provably at a tixe Woen the parant was most prone
to projsct special meaning to the bebavior (e.g,, rejection of
the parent's concerns and efforts).

Another clus to the elements of a crisis is the relatively
ldrge percentage of mothers who were living alone, compered to
Clusters 2 amd 3, even though the Iincidence of marriaze in
those clusters ig about the same 2¢ it Ls in Cluster 1. This
suggests recent separsztions as 2 sdurcs of conflick, In that
czge the gbused child, who i3 predominataly the last born
ehild, may wossibly te viawed 23 anm unweleome reminder of 2
tize of exoticual turmoil and even nassibly as tha rsagaen Zar
the tiur=zoil. : .

Zspecially interegting is the f2af that alilough the biological :
father wag in the home in only U7% of the cases, he was respon-
sible ‘for 43% o2 the abuse incidapnts, It eppesTs that he iz &
particularly lathal agent in this cluster, and gossibly the
person who is suffering from a more serious exotlional dis~
ability., That conjecture, nowevsr, must be tagpered ay the

high percentage of abusing blological mihers in the clustar,

We would speculate that both parents are

about the adbused child and that a fa

valance abruptly. T2 the father i3

Will 2ot out the crisis ageinst the

mission o the mather, If he is nobt i ,

not afforcdad the gafety val.e of Ldenti27ing with his z2ggres-
&

ns2ly esmbivalant
¢ tips the ambi-
s the haope, he
n11ld with the covers per-
o) the m{-kuv‘ is

P et_2a

Most imprassive azgout the familiag ia Jluster 1 1s thai in the
shsence of obvious problams faat would alart oze to look for

apusg, the 205t severs 2buse ceours, They meintained Lhalr

home in good regpalr, wers long-term gesidents iz the arsa, dil
ngt abuse alednol or drugs, in general &id not nave a nistory
of abuse or paglact in their qun childhoods, and had extanded
famdly support. We speculals Zraom thls thal cne or soth of the
parents nas & 2ragile emobtionel adjusitment wnizh is gudeklis
fragiuced wader ithe siress of 2z fexily or personel orisis.
child may become the Target o2 an agsgressive and panloyy ablacp:
to dischargs 2nxiaty and Te.asiablisn an eculliprius, -

Wa hypoltnasize that the asuge zharastesiz*izs of Cluster 2
faplliss is punltive in netwre, intended oot 40 hars the ohili,
aut rather to corresi iis behavior., I appears ka2l aguse o
perents LIs en eXpression o gtarn, dissiplinary siyle of cnlli.
reasing~-2 styla fTo whian 4hey thexsalves ware suglected in

. 2 s Iz i
their youtn, The fast that thase children at follow-up showed
by Tar the 1lowest insidencs 2f devalogmanial Zzlays suggest
7 3 smanial 221 4
that The ghysizal aSuse 43 net an Lndicetion o & sreaxdown in

e ke om
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approach to parenting. Such a mode of childrearing s toward
the extreze of a continuum with respect to the anount of physi-
cal punishzent wonsidersd necessary and proper.

We explain the high arrest rate for the abuse as resuliing from
the parents! open admission of responsibility for the act, basad
on feslings ol being justified in their behavior. The abuse
incident itseld probably stems from anormal act of punishment
which has accidentally resulted in mors herm to the chtld than
the varents anticipated.

Although the parants raport the child to ba irriteble and

ctive and/or disobedi=ant, the abuss appears to staa not Irom
the perents! attitudes toward ihe abusad child, Yut from the
parents' attitudes toward chaildrsaring. Thare is no evidence
of scepegoating. The abused child was not oifiten previously
abused, and wery often the other chdldren in the Zamily were
a2lso abused. We might speculate that the percentage of sidlings
abused would be still higher 12 the parents used physisal
pundsbzent #ith girls as often as they diad boys, e low pere
centage of girls abusad may be related to a stersotyoe of male
children a3 more disabedisalt and rowdy than girls end, there.
fore, core in need of corresctlon.

31
0
3

F

(]

N

| 5d

The deseription of Cluster 2 Zamilias is cha
abusing familiss reporiad in the literature,
fiad that the perents are very sizilar €0 zach othe
ground and habits, The home appears very siabls. In
absence o intervention, we would expect 2buse in such 2
to be chryonis, but not severe,

Cluster 3: "You Askad for T:,..7

In Cluster 3 we see & differant fyce of family petisrn in which
the stregsed Zather domlnatag znd the mother iz uxable to iLntar-
fere to provact the ¢hild, We hypothasizs that tas Zather nag
an exaggaratad sense o what is 2 threat to als anbthority;
further, ne feels both frustrated from his wery low work status
and income, and pRrsdnally threataned that ha cannob ZwiZil:

the role of provider to the Family,

The apuss cauld ceaur, the rasult o the father'!s per-
soral Irustrations ste—min is low ineome and cecupalilional
level, His Zeslings of i could te exacersatzd o
deftent zeszavior Iroa the , Wno tiaen he2cgone lha specli-
2ic targalts Jor = Tors g2 Liz2d Irustratlan,
=z 2 sag-Azarican Zamilies 4o shiz
od seen raoant l=mizwants I tns
zh 2 She shore langth 92 reslisncs
iz = staz, & recent zove To & naw
couns I T lativalyr lLow inciiance oF
v ralanivas fomdzrant Jgtner zay Ja2l
sr2 U.S, ne na2s sarsonally swilferad 2 loss o
e - . - 2. Tmm emd man DAt A N mriaw
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ralative atatus in the V.S, thaA in Mexico,

In Cluster 3 families, the mother is much younger ¢ the
fathar and does not work outsids the home. Thsse clrrumstances
might suggast that the father dssires to dominate the 4
Since many of the faallles are Hexican-American, tinis
may alsc de related to culiural influences.

Fipally, we note the extrsmely high ireidence of razorts by =
parent of troublesome or irritaiing gehavior by the child, I
it i3 the father whose perzeptions are raflsctad by thess
reports, We might axpect that he rationalizes hls angexr toward
the cnild by seeling it 2s deserving ol punishoent,

Cluster B: "ho Needs T?"

The abuse in Cluster 4 is perpetratad, for ths =ost Tars, by
mather whose style of 1life is umstsble in nmany ways, The cnd
abuse aprears to be an extension of the abuse gervasive in the
mather's 1272, The pother suffered abuse or neglecht, or bota,
in har childhood, and 2gzs 2 history o arrasis and of drug ax
alconol abuss,

Most of the mothers are unmarriad and many live 2lon=, TFe
hyzothegize that the mother lives temzorarily u#ith z succession
of man and has diiZiculiy ZSorming stacle relaiionsiigs,

he high rate of child abuse by a2nother regidant i th

. e hoce
(who is not the Zather or step-father) lesads us to suspect that
the mother livas with abusive =en with whom she may hersell be
at risk of physical abuse. It also suggests that zhe is willing
to engaze in raletionshizs which are dastructive Lo her children
in retirz for having some o2 her guwe needs mei, This desgerats
2nd needy epproach to relatlonships is likely 4o attrast axploi-
tive man, It is 2ls0 likely to create situvaiions 1= which

‘)

childran ars sasn as interfering with prizary nsed
ficatiaon, .

The Tact that th= abused shild tends to be the younzagt in the
femily aad often a2 victim of pravicus aoduse Lndisates thac
infant npuriurance is not an izportant source of cilisex

to the mothers. This {5 mot surprising given th :

dance of 2buse and neglect in the nlstary ol the

demand o srovids for Rar ghildren what she nesds

never recaeivad is likaly ta se met with rasentnen

dance 02 youngsr children in sush cizcumstancas i

likaly to ba seen 2s & hindrance (o forzing othar

The personel troublas of 4fhe fathers in Clustar 4

2iso iremendous. In terss of childhood history of

neglact, unsrmloyment, rescord of arrests, and currs

elcohol and drugs, the Jfathar'!s sirsssss eppaar avan

than those o {athers in Jlustar 3. These ssenm Lo b2 men who

have fzilad at gsshting the damands of ¢ a2l sociaty ang,
o . . .. . P « . 2

PP .

by - wyay
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way is most immediately expediant, They alsa appear to be wan
who need to bolster thelr comfidstice by axploiiing others.

We hypothesize that child abuse in these families ocours in two
wayg: (1) when the mother perpetratas the abuse, it is out of
frustration with the devpendency needg of the child waich inter-
fere with her oun; (2) when another parson is the perpetrator,
it ig & boyfriend who sees the child as interrerinz with his
needy for gratification. ) : :

The fant that the incidence. of neglsct and abuse is outsianding-
ly high fTor parents in this clusier radses frightemdng immlicse.

tions for the children they abuse. This clusier, more then any

other, may illustrate the coumdn assertion that chlldren who

are abuged are prohe to becames child-abusing pazants,

CONCLUSTON

The . resulis of this data analysis support ths hypothesgls that
child abusa can be viswed as the product of an intarzotion be-
tween psychqlogical and eavironzental factors with diflersntial
welghting of these factors acrass cases, doredver, cases tend
to sort themsalves into clusters or groups whiah are clinically
coherent, suggesting the need to view cihlld abuse as the common
endgoint of various eticlogical pathways.

JHis view has implications for clinieal practics, researeh,
and socizl policy. Witk regerd to clinical practice, L& would
suggest that an adequate typolegy of asbusing families weuld
permit esrlisr and more ellfescitive allacaiion of scagcs prolfes~
slonal resources,  Qur infarpretation of Cluster 1, for in.
stance, 4opliss the peed for psychatherzpy . as the primery
intervantion. The abuse in that cluster appesrs to bae the
resylt of savers individual psyehopatiolagy aad/or interpersonal
condlict, Climfaal experiencs iadicatas that abusers in this
group tend to be rether rigid, untrusting zerscts wstia hava
cif¥iculty expréssing anger axcept in erratic and sometirmes
violent episodes, and then oifan toward izeguropriale targets,
A oryiag, “demanding" baby can 2ot es the fTigger which, re-
lseges pect-up anger generabsd frox meny Sther sourcas.”

Cluster 2 Tamilies in cur intarpratation would benefil most
readlily from concrsia helpy ifn lasrning ' to use 2ad irust al. -
ternative modes of discipiine zad soclalization, Thesa pearsants
apredr ©y te less mondlizted in taeir relationshlp'to thelr

3. Tlinicel impreszionsg end intarpreiafion of the cluster data
Tich ave baged on sxparisnces wiih sRLlE abusing
parants in the Fexily Devalogmant Project ab Cnilirens
EHaspital ¢ s Angelas, They are offsred ners gs exzgplas
which 1llustrote siplicetion o2 the clusters end nct es
eroofs of Qlustar valldizy,
. -

At W T R e v Tt 2




738

childran and primavdily concernad that they grow up to be
responsible, law.agiding citizens, It Ls mostly Irowm this
group thait we hear cozments about the imporianca aof learning
right from wrong, respect for authority, and the supposed cop-
nection betweer permissive (i.s., indulgent) parenting and
Juvenile cerize-.2ll of* these a2s justifications Zor harsh
physical discipline of young children. It is not being sug-
gested here that these parental atititudes are merely incidental
overlays on otherwise healthy personality structures; but -
rather that the act of uvhyslcal abuse iiself can be refasniuned
into less injurious methods of discipline without major changess
in personality. ’

Cluster 3 paresnts preseat 2 difesrasnt picture, Hsrs the zajor
prablem a2ppears to be lask of scomomic sacuriiy which erodas
the self-confidence of the father and makes him mors sensifiva
to any chrallenge to iz famdlial authority, The intervention
in this case may raquire, as in Cluster 2, help in memaging the
behavior of more assertive and a2ciive chiildren without paysical-
ly abusive zethods. There is sobetimas a tendsncy for parents
in both groups (Cluskers 2 and 3) to over-interpret the be-
navior of active cnildren as willfully ds2iant and disruptive
when in fact 1t is often Just the expression of a hehavioral
style or "temperament” that nas no particular rmotive or signifia
cant psychological content altiached to if,

Cluster U parents, along with thosa in Clustsr 1, presenc
probably the greatest drlficuwliles DTar intarveniion, As with
Clustar 1, some kind o2 therapy is indicated, With Clusssr 2
parents, the groblam is to ang2gs in psychotherapy a parent
whose lack off trust and rigid persopmalicy siructure gresant
formidable berriers to an =ffectivs therayeutic allianca., In
contrast, the parents {n the ¥ourth clusier tand to sstablish
a tharazpeullc alliance rather guickly. They are ofisn exzoltlona

- ally neady, somewnat zassive, and ready 4o resgond positivels

to a therzpist yho i3 persaeived 2s suproritive and pore Zapable
than they, The difflculty is that sae rasponse is baszed cn 2
nrafound senmse of parsonal inadeguily--possibly part ol the
heritagze from the abuse and nzglact they experiemnced as
cpildren, The rasponse s thus ap i=mplisit damend thel the
therspist saiisdy thelr emptiomel needs and take general
responsibility for thelr lives, Mixed with ithne paxrents
faelings 22 inadeguacsy are faelings of regentment at
being in = nelplass rels. Authority Zigures will tan
aligit Lhils response wamn percaived 2 deoanging chengss In

veravior, The messags, then, Ls Srecuently "Pall me whas to do
30 T men def2at you by ignoring whet you Hell me.”

Thase p2raais periass mors then those in any other cluste
nezd 2 Ylay “hkerapist! or Vparent eide’ as = writigal adp
to conventional tharapy (Helfer % Kempe, 1968). "This luy
therapist can bagin to »ridge the gop between the varmnis

expeciations and the Rind of halp formal therapy czn actrelly

- ares!
sravidia, This bridge is critical i the parent is to stay
motivatzd for therazny and 2res 2noush Trom Isars thas thsis

N, o - - - e
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oyn nseds WLill not be met to be able to provide nurturanca
to thelr children. :

These briei desaripticns of diffsrances in intervention nrow
grams izplied by diffsrences ia cluster charachkeristizs &re
clearly oversimplilied,  They are offered here mainly as axame-
ples of how the devslopment of clusters or "profiles” might
guide overall planning of rssource allocation and to aid in
decisions on c¢hild placement,

In general, it is recognized {hat clinical decisicn meking
camot ge based solely on generis catagories. Categories
always tand to blur individual diffarences which ars sometimes
vital %o successiul treatment. 0On the other nand, the use of
such catagoriss doés help td focus thinking and to set initial
treatment prioritliss, '

]
i
'
. i
This data apalysis also has i=zplicaticgns for rasearch, Tha !
major implication is that the seareh for differsnces baityesn !
abusive and nonabusive familias has obscured izpartant il !
ferences among 2ausers, LI date presented in this study wers
collapsed 2cross olusters into one group and comparsd to a group
of non-abusers, oo douht sevaral difsrancas would azergs,
Those diZfarsnces would depend on the particular strategy sm- |
ployed in selscting & "control" graup, buk in general one would !
exgect that the abusing familias, as 2 group, would tend (o
look ecaopemically soorer, have younger parants (and core i
singls parenis) with & greatar locldence of aduse auad neglact
in their beckgrounds, have 2 higher incidsnce of aleohol a2nd !
drug abuse, nave a higher incidance of birth complicaiions,
etec.
These factors are theorstically intsresting and zeny might
raliahly discriminate a2busing IToz nom-2busing fanmiliiss, On
the other hand, thass fagtors whnen listad all “ogather wouls
also give a ragher oisleading piciurs of the "averaga" anusing
family, Thet pisture would ce comgosad of salient charsstariz-
tics from ea2zit of the clusters and zccurately portray only a
tiny fraction cf the r=2l faniliss in the sagpla. Inderances
.about etiology based on that composite of Jectors could elss i
tend to be miszleading in that tha "averazga" abusing family !
woulsd be zore of a statistical construet than an actual family,

The advantags <o
that if clustars
betyean Jamilies
power of the

o tha fathers in Clustar
I famtily wvarlzbles, w2 zrs
woo apyear slamliler Lo poor
ry of aduse a2nd naglacs, H

conocl adbuse, but who nave
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In Cluster 3, such fathers are merriad tc ra2latively stabls ;
mothers, The apparsnt psychological make.up of the fathers f
tiss them to their families, and they taks out their azzras- )
sions at nome, on the childran, in an =ffort fo 2szsert theme
selyes, In Clusier 4, most of the fathers are not marriszd to
the mothers, many cothers live alone, and ths mothers pave an
even zore abuslve aistary than do the fathers, We axpact,

then, that mothers, being the more abused ¢2 the pair, would
wore often be thg pergetrators of child abuse,

The point of this illusirailon is that background variables
considerad singly are not suf?icient Lo esxplain or predict
a2buge, aub when considered togstner and zlong with Zamily
interaction patiterns, can provide e powerZul tool of analysis.

Finally, the clusters also have Lmplicaiions for socizl policy,
The tarm Y"bettered child syndrome® was coinsd to dramatizs the
problem and incrsase the awareness of the professional and lay
communitias of its seriousness and prevalence, The term was
mogt success?ul in dolng Just that, In the a2puroxdnately 15
years that it hes been in use, we have seen snordous incrsesss |
in awareness, changes in lagislation in all statss, =2a zccelera-.
tion o reporting rates, and, racently, significant involvement
of the faderal government in the funding of research and damon-
stration projs=cts.

The effects of this activiiy have been Zor the nost pari hene.
ficizl, However, ragoriing stalutes have broadensd, not
only more but alsc mors kinds of abuse ars being rsgoxied,
Most states, for instance, now ineluds Temotional injury® as
grounds for reporting, and 2 revized "model" child abuse
repdriing lew now undsr raviaw by EEVW broadens considerably
the categorias of asbuse that certain poofasssionals would be
regquirad to remert (Lacluding amotional abusz)., In short, tke
"hattared child symdrome” wLll likaly repressnt a much smallsr
percentage o the total reportad cases than was 2ormerly the
case,

The tarm, hiwevsr, 4s still comonly used Lo gharscisrize %hs

sntirs specirus of reportad child abuse casss, Such 2 mis-
reprasantatlion msy have sarious consagusncas, The taso
"baktared child syndroms” conjures up the picture of a2 helplass.
infant baing viciously (a2nd gomesimes murdsrously) sssaulzad

by his caretakers, This ploturs dictates the ns2d for an
emergansy zobllization of & full rangs of zroteciive servicss,
especially the police and courts, z2nd in me2ay areas (ineluding
Ios Angeles), 2 heavy reliance on - foster care homss TS pro-
tect the infanl Irom fusthar assaulis,

Thase "Four-alerm® smergescy procedures ars spprosrizte and
nacessary Ln some Sas2s.  In many others, howevser, thsy may de
e drastic ovarreacticn which zroduces its own s=2t of cconse-
quencas, They =m2ry put the child 2T risle for deicit = imnal
davelspzent b7 indiscrizminate zn care
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effectiva therapeutic program for the “a:=.ts, thus nut*iag
other children Under thailr care at risk

To differsntlate the cases where removal of the child from his
home is indicated from cases woere it is not i3 an enormously
difficull task, It involves clinical prediction from 2
(typilcally) inadequaie data bass with risks attachsd to sither
decision. The difficulty of “he task, however, does not
chenge the fact that this decision i3 being wade all the time
in juvenile courtg 2ll acrass the couniry,

It is clear that a grealter und=*stand_1g of the etiology of
calld abuse is needed, Dizgnosing & gproblsnm as ~h17d aouse is
only a Zirst st°u 1n deciding whaf to do asout it, Perhaps the
tizme has come to begin ylewing child apguse lsss as a>d4a51osis
and more 28 a sympiom. The "battered child syndrame” repra.
gentg only a Fragtion of all casas, Other etlologleal sequences
must be ldentifi=d, so that protective servics responses can

be wore pracisely calivrated to the specific needs in eazh
stituation,
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