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EActrGROmm 

Fhy-sica.l a.buse 01' cbildre!1 by- their caretakers hE.5 been est1-
ms.ted to occur ill one out ot every 100 A:::2ricall famlles 
(!J.ght" I 1973). !ll the 1960' 5 .. child a.buse was recognized as a. 
ms.jor socia.l prob1e~ (Ae~e, 1962) and has. s~ce.a.ttreetad the 
research eftorts of proresllioc.s.ls in ~:J.Y disclpl.i.J::"s. l~uch of 
this research h~~ been directed to~ard identify1.tlg feetors 
associa.ted with the- abuse ItQich couJ.d be u..sed. to construct an 
et1010gical ~del. ~e models-which have been proposed can be , 
roughly g:r~t.rped j.nto two t1J?es--the sociologica.l ~d the pSychO-I 
logica.l. The SOCiological rela.tes the occurrence of a.buse to 
social and cultura.l feetors. S~ecific incid.ents of cbild. abuse 1 
are reco~zed as interpersonal-encoucters, but the root l?roble~ 
and potent1&1 solutions a.re seen in societ~l te~. The pS7COO-: 
loncal a.ppro~h, 011 the other hand, ti,ew3 the pZ'oblell1 prj.=ta.:'i-
11 in terlllS 01' the psychopa.thology involved. in parti:uJ.ar parent: 
child relat1onsh1j;ls. . I 
The lI10st extensive data. Oil the sociologj ot abuse was collected. 
by G:U (1969). Ee found in eo na.tiona.l survey o! ·rellorted child 
lLbtl5e cases that the pa:t:ents aa eo group reselllblec. a. crOSSmsec­
t10n of the nation's poor. There ~&a an over-re~resentat1on of 
non-white persons in the gro~~J they were poorl]-ec.ucatedj held 
lQ1f-:?&~~ jobs or '/lere u:cec:rplojed; 3.:ld, 1:1 gene.t'a,l. 'Xere ':'is­
advUlta.geC, SOCially atld ltCono!llica,lly. Gil conc~.uded that child 
a.ilWie occurs lar~lJ a.s e. by_procuct of thao!: socia.l !:::ld. econoillic 
d\!lpn va.t:!.on: .,are!t1:s who a.buse tl:::eir child.ren ditter from. thosa 
who do not primarily in tl:::e degree of social and ~conoillic . 
resou:ces AV2.ila.ble to the~. 

In colrt::'&3t to the sOC101ogj,ce.l :acel, the psyt:holog:l.ca.l :::odel 
tceuses on r~tors related to inc.ividual personality ~~c. be­
ha'ri-or. The trea.t-:::ent teAl:1 a.t the ,ra.t1oJ:le.l Ceoter for 'eh'!! ?re-­
vent.:1.on &nd. 'l'rtUl.t::r.ent of Child. Abuse and lieglec':: (!le::l'Te!" I 
COloral:l.o) has a::cu.:tula.ted the ::lOst exte!1&iVe c', ""cal data. in 
thi's &rei!. (:ael!er *' Kempe, 1965). ~l:ley he:v.e not;.!-d So z:.t=ber of 
~r~qu~ntlY occurring cha=acte!"istics in their ca.ses. A:ong 
t'hese a.re: (l)e. ±'J.stor1! 0: physical a!::luse or neglect ill the 
ehildhoQd Qf the e.bUSi~ parents; (2) i:ordi~s.telJ rigic or ~~_ 
realisti-c e:t'p~etatiQ:s of children b!T the parentSj (3) e :;:a.t,::er~ 
.of .sQc:!:S.l lso'll!.tton ~d e!:1Otione.lly unsupportive ~:i.te.l re12-
t1.onshi,rls; and (4) some ?rec1pits.ti.'!g even" e:t;e:-,_,oncac. as a. 
e:r1s.is oy olle or ooth pel.re:l1:S just prior to '::he a.bllse, 

I 
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I 
This "crisis" l:l.S.y consist si..:Ipl:r ot a. cbild IS cry1.:lg excessivelyi 
or tailing in some way to satistI.the parentIs demends tor love I 
and attention. Otten these par~nts rega.rd !nt~~ts as a source ~ 
of reassurance about llersonal adequacy and make e%l:essi'/ely I 
high deme.llds for :perton::s.nce froe. children. The parents are apt: 
to. ~erceive an intant's crji~ or disobedience as rejection and I 
to respond with anger and p unishl:ent. The gellera.l lJrofile is I 

ot a. :parent ?lhose intler and outer sources of ;:lelf-eSteee. are 
qUickly depleted under stress. While there is genera.l recog­
nition that both social and psychologica.l 'factors ~st be 
considsreQ in order to e~la1n the ?henomenon of child abuse> 
there is little agree~nt on the relative i~ortacce of the 
different factors. Sources suc!:! as Gil t s which fi!ld an B.SSO­
ci,ation between poverty a!ld abuse and. concluc.e that this asso­
Ciation ha.s etiological significance have been Criticized on 
the grounds ot se.:mpling bias, Z::rpoverished and oiedice.,l1.,y indi­
gent families a.re iXlreUkely to come into contact; ?lith tile 
Cl8.jor reporti~ agencies-·MwelZ'are, pollce, a.nd hOS11itals that 
serve familles who do not ha.ve access to private ~dical care 
(Light, 1973; Ketlt, 1976). Thus, it is l.ikely tha.t this seg­
ment of the poptllation is rtover_sa.;npled" relative to other 
socioeconOmic seg::::ents. Studies drawing cases more fro;n the 
private sector have found a.bus!.ng ta:ulilles froe. a.ll e~oao:nic 
levels (Steele &: Pollock, 1968). 

On the other hand, ta.milles seen a.t the National Ce!lter in 
Denver, our rianest source of data a.bout the ~sychology ot 
abuse, may represent an under-s~le frou lower socioeconomic 
groups. The hos:pital. to which tb.e National Ce-ater is a.tt2.Ched 
is a. UIliversity !.£edica.l Ceater a.."ld. not the. me.jor h.ospital for 
the !:l!!d.1ce.lly indigent" in Denver. ::'urther, e. reView ot studies 
which have a.tteClflted to elucida.te the psychopathology at child. 
abuse 1ndica.tes tha.t there is co particular p$ychie.t~ic dis­
order that is co~a to all or =ost a.busive parents (S?~etta. 
&: :aigler, 1972). 

One i~ere~ce that could be ~e !~om a11 ot this is tnat the 
i~ortance of various psycholOgical factors rela.tive to various 
SOCiological factors is difterent trolll ca.se to case, There lIley 
be net one but several etiologies un~rlying tbe pheno~noc c! 
child abuse. I:!' tha.t is 50, tl:en wha.t is needed is a. :::!ulti­
etiologic ~del which incor;ore.tes both ~sychelog!cal a..~d. 
sociolog'1c~l :'P...:: tors. This pa.~e.:' ~:!.ll pzoesent c.!.~a i.e. su:g~Qr: -
of seen a mQde~. 

As eo wO:"ki.=.g h:1!Jothesis J we asSu..:::2 that t:h~re- e:e ,na.-::U!"~.: 
groupings of aause cases th~t ar~ su!!iciently di!~e=e~~ !ro= 
one e.no~h~r ir. et:!.ologj to be ic.ez:'C!.!ied as t,nes.. Ths ll\:ere.­
t~~ bears sup~ort for this h~~otbes~sJ but to dat~ only =~~~­
me=~a=y atte=p~s have been :&de ~o class!f7 physical &OUS: 
ca.ses. 

l.{erri1.1. (1962), De!.sor:io (1963), Zalba (1966), am! BoiS'l!!:': 

(1972) ha72 eac~ etta~ted to ~ev~lo~ a tj~olOS7 of ~bU~~~~ 
... ~ ... ,;,;,,« .~~. ·~,.~ .. ~4 -r;...:t. ""'\A-C:!""",...:t-:.f+ov ""' ..... R.,..~r.tp!'"-Ic:.\.;~c: ,~ 
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the abuser end, to a lesser extent, on the social and econo~~ 
circuostances of tte abusi~ !aoily. The tjpologies were con­
structed from clinical ~essionsi no statistical =ethods were 
employed, The following t2.bl~ summariZes the tJ11d'~,o$ies a.nd 
sholfG the b.igb. deg:-ee ot o'Terla.:F a;:npng theo., 

Gil (1970) made tr.e onlJ other note~ortby ~tte~t to construct 
a. t;rpology. He scored 1,380 ca.ses collec ted na.;;ion~ide in 
1967 as to the uresence or absence of 18 ~buse circuo.st~~ces 
or ca.uses such a.s: "Inadequate17 controlled s.::Iger of perpetra.­
torn attd "Abuse developing out of a quarrel be-c'1leen. careta.!£e.rs. II 
These bina.ry responses were then subjected t~ fa.ctor analySis 
y:l.eldi:o.~ sevell pr:l.nci:pa.l fa.ctors '~hich Gi~ then associatec. '~ith 
an a.buse typology. The ca.tegories as descr=~ed by Gil a.re 
listed be·lo'll: 

1. 

3. 

Resentcent and re~ection of the child (co~n to both 
inflicted injury and neglect) 
Angr1 and uncontrolled discipli=~J response (co~n 
only to inflicted i:o.ju...ry) 
Ma.le babysitter abuse (co~n to in!licted injury a.n~ 
s~a.l abuse) 
Personalitj deviance ~d ~eal~tj stress 
Child-originated abuse 
Female baoysitter abuse 
Caretaker quar~el 

cattell (1965) cogently CiscU!;ses the sI<rious a;::big"~-:ies i!l. 
factor inte~re cation in suc.h an "'flpllca:::ion o! ;a.ct:or a.nalysis. 
A ctittarent method ot ana.l.Jsis ~ia.S selected tor the ":lresent 
study, a. ~thod which clusters families ra.ther ~ha.n varia.bles. 
Study and ~~alysis =sthods are described in the next section. 

~ 
The sample tor this study consisted of 99 children ~ho ~ad been ) 
adjudicated by the Juvenile C<lurt (!.os A!lgeles Cou.nt~-) as t:.a.vingi 
suffered inflicted i!ljuries. ~9se ch!.:d.:"e~ ·..,e:09 9. s!!bs2...--ple 
ot e. lar~= a;rot::i (219 ch!.1.d:re~) :'Eroresenci.:lg a.cou-: :25~ c:: ~a~e 
1nfl~ctea inJu=y·cases ~~e~ cou:t JttrisCictroc ~t t~e ti:; ~~e 
s~le wa.g c.z.a.wn (~~brc.e.ry I 1;(2). Tha.t.: 52.=:;:'= )l::.s d.=s.wc. ::l .. 
selec-:i;lg ef/e~7 foc.rth C!lse :.~ aa..c::' Dd'02..:~::e!!-: :::: ?1.!b::":"~ Scc'!.a.:. 
Ser~_~es region ~~ Los A~~ele5 Cou=~y.: 

1. !he !~gg~ sa~le was ~or a st~dj the: ~~~:j=ed ~~:!e=e~ces 
in !'e.t;:il!es 2.w.,oog 7e..r,i.ous ~nc.s at a.b',:,se--~~g':'=c': 1 se~..:.a.: 
a.buse I and. ;hjsi.:a.l e.b\.lS~, ~:la.t stuc.J' :,.as :,ee,"l :-e;or-:ec. !.::. 
~~othe: ~a~~r (~ant~ 197~). 

( 
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The 99 children in thl! present sa.::xple represent all the children I, 
three yee.rs of a.ge or younger. This age range was ot pe.:-ticula.::'; 
interest to the in'1estiga.tors beca\J.Se the res\.lJ.ts of the ai:\al:!- : 
sis were to be a.pplied to a hospital-based e~er<-=e~tal prog=~ 1 

wh1ch includes :::ostl:! :lounger ch:i.ldrell. Moreo'1er I a prel.i.'::li.nat'!'· 
a.na111lis of the data indicated that l!a.itlilies 'o'Ihere the abused. i 
ch:i.ld W!l.$ leSS th3.!l three year:;; old d:!.t~ered t;O:OIl1 ta.c:iUes : 
where the child wa.s older on a. substantia.l nuober of '1ariables. 
'i.'hu::, the filldiJ:J.gs of this. stud:! er~ o.ot proposed a.s ha.ving any 
genera.lity beyond. the ~-e groll? studied.. 

Data. Collectio1l 

!lata. was collected. with a pre-coded surve!' qUestiotma.1re com­
pleted. by each Depart::lent of Public Socia.l Servi.c,es (D?SS) 
Ito;:,!:ter who had a. study fac:d.ly in her caseload.. A: total ot 251 
'1a.ria.bles were illcluded in the questionnaire, ~e que3tio~­
o~1res were co~letcd trom illformation gair~d ~roll1 D?SS contacts' 
with thef:e.::t!.ly- e."ld records of, hospita.l. :90lioe, 3.!ld court 
in'1estigators. I!'the into~tion requested was oot ava.ilable i 
troll1 these sources) the workers were asked to seek it directly I 
froll1 the families. rroblems i~ coding were referred to regional 
SUpe~Visors end resolved at the le'1el by ~~bers or the study : 
team.. The intensive invest::1ent of t..l:!e ZiPSS wor!t!!rs ill thei: 
own cases L""lStJ:ed a. low rate of "!:lissillg dat;a.n respons!! a:ld ga.ve 
us cQn!idence e.bol.'i: t.:e rel.!:ab:!.lit:r of t!:e data. 

For each case, values for as ~ny of, the 251 v~.abl!!s ~ pos~'\-' 
ble were obtained. The variables tell into ~e broad cate­
gOries: 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

9. 

the i=ed:!.e.te c:!.rt:=ta::ces ot the .I.ncid!!~ 
chare.cterist:!.cs or the abused. c:u.l:i orio: to the 
incident • 
charaeteristics or the ch;!.,lc.'s caretakers 
charact~ristics o! the childrs ~O~ 
the taailyls soc:!.al and econcll1ic circUQSt~ces 
the co~~t distlosition of the case 
the child I s pia:::e~!lt b..!..story 
the child's behavior e.~d develqp~ent !ollo~ng ~he 
inc:!.dent 
the oareo.ts I att:1.t~d!:!$ '!:owa;rd. ::he ?~e::ell-:: e.o.c ce.ae­
I~ork· goals 

2. Ea:::h child. tak.e!l tl!lce: cou:'t' jcr1sd.:ict!.cn ~s a.uigt1\!\d e. 
50c:19.1 wQrk~: ~.7 D?$S. T!"'.is ~orke: beec::e.s !"~spons!.=!.e 
'tor SU:lerv1s:!.ng th~ ~elt~e :;,: t!1e chUc. in. i"'.!s ~la.ee!!!.~:::: 
(whether home or :oste: care) and. ~es re~ ~1s1ts to 
both the child anc his parents. 

27-090 0 • 78 - ~6 
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TIlth a s~le size of 0011 99, it was clear that soce way of 
select~ a reduced set of variables was necessary be!or~ any 
statistical analysis could be ~dertaken. One a~proach to the 
~roble~ of reducing the n~er of variables is to fo~ combina­
tions of variables wr~ch ere strongly related to one another 
and. to use the.se combiJ:l.ed varia.bles i!:!. the a.na.lysis. F2.Ctor 
analysis is the ~ost co~only used tec~que for t~~s purpose. 
The d.i!~iculty with such Ifta.:torsl1 is that they are often clitti­
cult to interpret. We were interested in developing conce~tual 
!!IOd.els which ;!light 1..'170).'1e cocple::t intercoa:l.ectiotlS a.::J.ong 
several variables. To lump together variables whiCh co-varied 
into a. single bundle would be econom:i.cal 'out :::t!.gllt obscure these 
relatiooships. 

Retail:l:!..!1g the variables 1..'1 thei: orig1l:lal, ::ore c;e2.:liJ:l.g:!ul, fortl 
cade it necessar7 to ~~:~~t ~ ~~ subset or the total 251. 
rrhese were selected <:10 t~,~" t>:~Wti1 of severa.l. criteria.. First, 
we wa.nted va.J."-4_ableS;j;1 1>(~;,:,~~ t;;1l;t' 519 cases showed a SLlPoll nwnber 
of ra1s s1r'..g '7allles. Je(';")f.\d, we, yt",!ttad variables ll!tsly to be of 
high reliaoilitj, t~'lri, tol' ,,~:t;nll:;"'@J ra.ctual itel!!S tended to 
be pretened. to th,1'\)::~ r<!qu,;!'nug ';i13~:ecti'l'e judg:!ents', Third, 
we 'ilanted Varlab1.i;<) .!J.:,.;el;':' ,!, IJI! 0'1 ~:heoret:!.ca.~ interest. 
"N'u:nber of childril':,::t iI, ":he r',<:l!l!e) It. t':'o: e,;ample, has ::::Jre promise 
th/m "length of re'il'i..e'''!::',;:1 in :':lS M'$eles." :?ourtb., we wa.'1ted 
ve.riaoles which showl(-j ;-j~I'l\t;a"t;'!.'"-l variation in our sa.=le. 
i1'1ttb., sicce 'lie (,/ere ir,~,eri'i";ted in tU'lderstanding the etiology 
of child abusO\t, ol"ly b:ru::kgrou."ld :rariables describ:!..;:lg th" child 
and faoil,y IS circ.=tances 'l-t the ti~ ot the abu.le were selec­
ted. '!'he vs.r1.a.bles were eXami!led 011 the basis or these criteria, 
and a set ~f 40 selected ~or the ~in statistica.l a.~a.~sis. ' 

Without theore~::!.cal Si'.lidell:.J:\BS, 'riel were torced to e.C.opt an 
empirica.l a~roach to the de'1elopment of the types. ite decieed 
to let the da.ta. itself suggest na.tura.l grol.'1lings ot czses. As 
Wlntioned a.bove, c!!.ses shari;lg a s!:nilsr causal !:l6Ccan:!.SOll could 
be expe~ted to ha.ve s~la.r values on ~y o~ our 40 varia.bles. 
Cluster ana.lysis is a. sta.tistica.l technique ror di7idil:lg a 
s~le il:lto subgroups or clusters \~hich are themselves rela.­
tively homogeneous \:11 .. 1: which differ t:ru!!l, other clusters. ':Che~ 
is; C8.ses in th~ s3,:;:e cluster Would tsod to heve si::l:!.lsr values 
OQ ~1 '1~-1,8.bles, while those in d1itere~t cl~sters would dis­
play d~te~e~ ~&tter=s at v&l~e$. 

We d.e.e:!,Ji~d ~., select clusters on entirelJ ecxpir~.ce.l gro'J.."'lcs . 
&lld. then to look. I!.t the '/altles of variables used to !O!":;l tlle 
clusters e.t~d. otb.er v~ria.bles in order to intt:r'Oret th~ res u.l:t s • 
S!...+ch e.n a.ns.l.ysis !.s eXl"llorato=:?,.t and we were :=.crt pe:'t::"cuJ.a:ly 
c:?ti.;nistic tha.t :::lea..:-!.y inte:"?re-c'g.ble :patterns woU,J.d. e::l~~,:ge 11 

On ~. other hand., i~ s,uch :9e.tte:~ C.i.d. e:::e:'ge I they would. !'!ot 
be th~ r~sult of our preconce?t~o~s end mi&~t at a ~c~~ ~ro­
v1d-e :tSa~ul 'fIO:~:t6 hnotheses !Qr: pos~ible !'t.ltu:'e cOr!'obora­
t'!.on. 
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We chose a type ot cluster a~alys~s ~_~owo ~ h~e~srcbical 
nearest.neighbor clusteri~. The ~thcd can ~e deSCribed ~n 
tar:::tS ot th.!"es ste!,s: c.sf!..:l:!.!lS a. s~le.ri.. t::J r:s2.SU!"e 1 gec.eratit:g 
a hierarchical clusterj_~ at ~~e cases, and select~og the final 
nu:t.ber of clusters. . 

lie lianted the' " si::lilarity" betw~n ~ bolO cases to be a cee.aure 
of the degree to wbic~ the cases tended to have the se,=e values 
on mea1 of the7ariable~. We select~d the ?roduct-~ome~t 
correlation bet~een cases over the 40 .ati,ables. That is, we 
treated. the 40 values cor:es?ooding to each case e.a i! they ~ere 
40 obser7a;tioos· of a randot;!. 'mriable and ce.lcula.ted the correla.­
tion bet....,eeo each llai= of -':~ese II 7e.:-iables II USio.g tb.e standard. 
fOr:lula., T!:i..S urei,erse cor:::"ala:tionU (the usua.l roles of 
variables and :L::1dividuals e.:-e reversed) ~s e,1Jari;1cula.rly good 
mee.aure of 5i:lilar:!. ':7 when :::any at: the ve.:iables a;::e d!.chotooous 
or take on a few val~es at ~OSt:, wh~ch is true at nee.:-ly a.llour 
variables. 

The second ste9 in the analysis L~volved ce.:ryio.g out the nee.:­
est neighbor. algor:!.t,h!:t. The basic idea. of' the al.go~_tb.!:r. is to 
start ~ith 99 separate cases and 'successi7ely ag~egate to tor~ 
sets of s~ller Q~erS oz larES: clusters. 

More speci!icallYJ starti~ w~~h 99 separate clus~ersJ the 
cc::pute: =!..:ds the two "closest" eel the b2.s!..s o! 00: si::.!..lar'!..tj 
measu.re a.::.e! .joi.:ls thee 7;ogethsr to to!"':l a. cluste!'" o! s1:e 2. 
~husJ at level 2 ~t the hier~chy of clusters j we ba'l~ 98 
cluste~s. ~e ne~ ste~ ~~701ves ~~i: jo~~g the two nearest 
Itneighbo:-s u unless "':,h,ere is 2. t!'ti:d caae close:- -:0 both. tb.~!ie 
in ::luste: 2 tha.n are any other tilO cases. '!;:lUs, e.1: level 3 
we have 98 elusters--ei~~er 2 o! si:e 2 and 95 ot size 1, or 1 
ot size 3 acd 96 of s!:e l_ ~e ~:ocess co~t1n~esJ al~aJs 
co~~~ t~e nea:est t~o clus~e:s at lev~! k :0 !O~ on~ 
eluste~ e~ level k + 14 The s~:ar~~J of t~o c~uste=s i~ 
deti::.e<!. as t='~ ~u.:o. s;!..::d.,:ar:!.:y between any case !.:l one cl'..4S­
te= aMd ~ny in the othe:~ T~ p=ccess is calle~ ~e~e=cCioa: 
cluster:!..~ because :!..t generz.tes a h:!..era.l:'chy ot levels at: clus­
ters at a~y ~o~e~ lave:. 

B&V~~ ~nerat~d 99 s~ts at ~luste:s, we are le~~ wi~~ ~~e 
qu~s~io~ 0: wh1c~3 !~ ~Yl see:s to repr;sent a ne~u=~ 6ro~~i~~ 
cz cs..ses or. '.i:tic!! to car::-:; OT.::~ !c=-:he!" a.~e.lyS:'3 f' Clee:2.:: J a. . 
·stl,2.:':" nt::ne.e= o! la:ge e:'us't~!"s would.. ~e ::o:re :ana.;eabl.2: :a.:.:' 
~c~e s~~t~bl~ !o= stat~sticel ~al1s~s. On t~e o~~e~ h~c, e~: 
a..~!~~:!.on o! c.l.:.;ste:s !:l:O l;.:-,ger on!!s .reduces t!:e ::.0:::.0-
~n~i~7 c! t~e c~ust~~z. 

For'tTJ.."12,'tel:; J the cl.ust~!":L:lg e.lgor!.::h.:::. P!':l7! des ..?. use!ul ::es..s-.!:'s 
to e.s~is't us i'!l .d.eter:nn:!..~~ ho~ ca.ny c1.t.:S-::e!"s "':0 USS. As 
desc=~~e~ abo~, t~e alEorit~ alwa]s ~oob~n~s cl~ter3 ~ su~~ 
"!. W~l''' as to me.:ti:t!.ze tee =-:'!i~ ~"it~:":J.-~!.uste: s!.=!.:a.:-!,::;. 
Th!.s o..!.:!i:'.'c Nith!.n-\!luote:" a:..:::!..la.:,:.::.- :;:"Qv!,d,es ~ :eaSl!:~ c: 
t!t~ ho:c:se.::sity ot clus-:ers _ ~·jhila th:!..z :1~as!.!:"e ::lust: ~:cassa!':.. 
~ & ______ ._ .... _., ___ 1.0. __ •• "t .......... .;_ ... _'""' ........ -4 .... _ .... __ ... -._ .... 1- ... .:11.,. 
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increase !:Ore t~an others. A."l unusua.ll;r large ju::::p mAy be <!. 
signa.l tha.t t~o bas~ca.llJ d~ss~lar clusters are be~6 for~ed 
together. Thus, these increase~ ~ro7ide useful in!or~tion on 
which l!l'iels a.p~ar to represent the :::cst natura.l g:-oUlli.:lgS. 

Carrying out the a.na.~sis described above on our 99 csses o~ 
child abuse resulted in t',o/O sets of clusters which a;::p:Jeared 
promising: ooe containing t~:,ree and the other four clusters. 
For ea..::il of these clusters, the mea.."l va.lt:e (or 'Cercente.ge it 
appropriate) 'lias, calcw ?otsd .eor ea.ch oftae 4 a ba.ckg:"oU!ld 
variables. In the cou:"se ?f attempting to Lnte%'llret these 
clusters, it became clear ;::hat the four clusters h~ to be re­
ta.ined. 

In this section, ~e describe io deta.il the results of the clus­
ter 2.o30115is. ~e beg~ with the presentation o! e. set of 
t~bles portrar-ng the :eans (or ~ropo~ions) on a. large nu:ber 
of variables for each of the clusters. These tables incluCe 
all va.riables showing substantial d:!.!ferences ~~ clusters, 
including 21 o~ the 40 variables used in deri'ling the clusters. 
~able 2 nresents varieb1as which describe the incident. Table 
3 dis~leys characteristics 01, the abused child just orior ~o 
the ~~Cidentj Tables ~ and 5 characte~is~ics of the ~t=er a~d 
father J :::'especti7e.!.:f. Ta:~le 6 presents variables c.as:::=i::i=..g 
the faciJ.y sitUa.tion. Fi!'lallj, Table 7 preseots da.ts. 00 seyera.: 
outcoQ.e varia.bles desc:-ibiog the child. a..l.d !'a.;:r!.ly a.t the t;!.::e 0;; 
follow-up. 

Following the tables! we ~reseet st~ai~~t!orw~~ ver~&l des­
criptions of :!e.ch o~ the t'::nc- c.lusters. These eo.a.ble t!le 
reader to obtain e. !eel !or the ~.a::t;cr!ls i.:::l the data. ~!.thoLr: 
being overwoel=ed by :asses o! st~tistios. An e~tec;t has beec 
~de ~O~ to go beyon~ ~he ~acts in these ~esc:~~tio~; bu~ sc~ 
interp!"~t.e.tian is inevite.b!.!!" !.~ only through selecticr.. a.~=. 
emphasis. T!\is is ',.,by ',ole" =a.~te :?rese~:ted the tables :e!..rst J 

allowing the reader to tOl.":ll his own i=;lress'..ons. l\!l 1:1.te);"­
pretat!on ot tbe results is of:ered i~ the diSCUSsion secci~~a 
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Variable ClUster 

1 2 3 li 

* 1) t.ength of . 2 6.79 
iios-pit a.l.ization .79 '2.87 1.24 

*' 2) Pel:'"">...a:lent. 3 2.a1 
!;::p a.i.:'=e01: 

1.32 1.53 1.35 

3) 4 
* Oth.er Vi<!ti:=!. .·~,3 

4) ~reV1ous Vi<!ti~' ~lo 

.50 .46 .50 

.16 .07 .34 
* 5) Biologica.l Mother 

Res-r:onsible 
.36 .. .38 .:'7 .56 

* 6) 3101ogical ~ather .43 
ResJ:)cnslble .38 .50 .13 

7) Ste'O Pa.tter 
Re!;p(1I1S1ble 

.07 .14 .25 .03 

e) Other J:tesident .07 
aes!,ons;!.ble .10 .00 .21 

9) Arrest Res~t~ 
S'rOCl !l:cidee.t 

.44 .77 .50 .SS 

Clus-:er S!.ze 119 25 15 40 

l_ All $CC:S:S :e~'resetlt pr~?ortiQr:s o! those -:or wno::. i:li~)::"­
:n2.tiQ~ ~as aV'a.!.l2..bl-e e:t:::~:t :0:: va.ris.:'l~s 1 !:c:! 2 ~ 

2", !n ;.,ee~s" w!.::~ !f7 or :::o:::! tt as ll!.~~est: ea:e;or7 ~ ~!lUS 1 't~!.z 
:ar:"!.e.o:"e ~~y :e a.n u..."ld.eres.-;i.:a:ta , ~e.r-:!.cu:'e:!.y ::or cluste.:-
~, 

.3. 1 * !To !le::::a::~r;.~ !-.~e..1;:;"~~~': 
2 -- Uncer-:a.~::. 

.(_!5.r .... _.1-"_ 

..... -:-_ ... - .... 

4. ?roportion oi cases i~ whic~ ~~otter ~n~~~ in tn~ s~~e 
!a.;:1J.ly :-ta.s k.~-:lwn to ~e a. tl!.C ::!.~ 0': ~bus~ 0:::- n-eglec,: .. 

::O~o~ion 0: ~~sa5 in Hhi:h ~~is ~:1!!i had ~:ev~ocs:: ~2e~ .... ... 1'1"0 __ ' .. ;0 
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~ABLE 3 Child P~ior to !~cident1 

Cluster 

1 2 3 4 

• 1) 14ean a.ge (years) 1.03 1.4$ 1.30 1.40 

.53 .24 .47 .43 2) 
2. 

Sex 

3) ?ull 'l'er.n, .95 .82, 1.00 .88 

4) B1.."'i:h Corapl!.catiocs .28 ;20 .15 .ll 

* 5) Irrita.ble, acti7e 3 .06 .47 .58 .21 

* 6) Disobediellt3 .06 .20 .36 .14 

.ll .14 .39 .14 *7) Abuor~l Growth3 
or De'1'elo!lm.ent 

<: 

8) ?~ed1ng Proble~ "" .27 .!:3 .40 .07 

*" 9) Pa.ssi'le J 
3 

u. .. 'U'es;?ollsi'le .19 .05 .27 .06 

10) YOlmijest in t2.::l111 .60 .55 .39 .67 

Clu.ster Size 19 25 15 40 

1. 

2. 

All scores reoresent Dro~ortions ot those for *aoa i~or­
Qat10n was ava1l~ble e~cept for 7.a.riable 1. 

p~oportion fecale, 

as roepc!:ri:-ec. 'b,. 2. parent. 
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TABLE 4 

Varia.ble Cluste 

1 '2 3 4 

... 1) Age3 22.0 25.6 '21.7 '21.7 

2) 
4 

Education 10.7 U.S 10.7 9.S 

3) ?";b.ite .21 .72 .47 .BO 
4) Black • 37 .04 . :2.7 .25 

5) ~re<d.c8ll-A:l:ISricaa .2l .2.0 .27 .23 

5) 
5 

.• 58 .02. E;nploymeat Lavel .ao .05, 
6 

7} Occupa~iona.l t~vel .67 .68 .00 ,08 

8) r.engt7 of Sesi· 9.00 13.00 1.00 8.00 
dency 1.!:1 ~s 
A~eles (years) 

* 9) Severely D!osci- .13 .• 31 .25 .56 
:plined e,s a Ch!.le. 

*10) Neglect.i!~ 
ChHe. 

as a .18 .25 .13 .56 

ll) E;ccessi fIe Use ct 
Alcoool 8lld/or Drugs 

.05 .38 .1.3 .45 

*12) .. ;.rrest 
;:! 

Recorc. w 
1.17 l.81 1.36 1.64 

*13) Married. .53 .60 .60 .36 

14 ) !.iVing Alone .26 ,04 .00 .30 

Cluster Size 19 25 15 4C 

* '\ariable used. .in Clust.er an-Alys!.:3 

1. A" sCQt"es !".e~!'eser.:: 'O!"o~o=tions o~ those :"or' whoe i.c.:.'~~-
oa.ti1J!1 was avai1a.ble, - e:tce"pt for va.riabl~s 1,2,6, L 8, 1~1.. 

2... ~rfot;:oe:'!..s here defined 2.S "Ch~ ~e1"scn l.!.. '/:L~ ~i th th~ cr...i2.=' 
&OC =un~tio~~,g ~s ~te=~a~ ;a~e~~ at t~~e ct incidect. 
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T.<\.BLE 4 (Continued) 

4, In years, but s1~ce education was coeed in categories, this 
represents an approX1:ation. 

5. 0 u Unem?loyed 
1 .. :E'art tiI::e 
2. ... Full t1.:;c.e 

15. Reversed Eolllngshead. Scale 

7. Since length ot residency was coded in categories, this 
represents an apprcxi:at1on. 

8. 1 .. no arrest . 
2 - Arrested as cL~or onlJ 
3 .. Arrested as adult only 
4 • arrested as ~nor and adult 
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Fa.ther Prior to I::lc1.dent l ,2 

Va.ria.ble Cluste:: 

1 2 3 4 

1) Age3 24.7 28.0 26.2 21~ .8 

2) Educa.tion 4 11.3 11.3 9.0 11.0 

3) Tlihite .31 .71 .40 .50 

4) Black .38 .08 :27 .23 

5) He.:d..c ao-Americ a::J .19 .17 .33 .20 

* 6) E;;rp10 y;nent Le'l'el' 2..14 1.41 l.21 .96 

* i) 
6 

Occ upa.t iooa.l Levs l 1.l5 l.4l .36 .02. 

8) Length of Resi- 9.00 15.+ 1.00 8.0el 
dency !.n Los 7 
.~~eles (yea..:'s) 

9) Severely Disci- .30 -.33 .33 .30 
!)lL."led a.s 2. Child 

10) !;eglected as a. .27 .29 .50 .50 
Child 

11) ~ACessi7e Use cf .25 .4, .50 .73 
Alcohol <'-nd/or Clrugs 

*12) Arrest Record 
8 1.83 2.25 1.8.:> 2.35 

Cluster Size 19 25 15 40 

*' Var'!.=-bl-a I1sed i~ c :"!.!S'ter a.."l2.1:75 :!'S 

1. All scores :re~::;,,;se!l": ~!"cpc!'~:"ons 0: those :':)!" ~ihc= i~o=::2-
ticn '",as a.·;ai~3.b:sJ e::ce;: :~:: ~l'a':':"e.o:es :",2 1 -5 1 7,a , :1. 

2. Pe.t::.e~:"3 here de:i~ed as :;;'a :;:2!"SO!l i:..'l~.::g ili:;l th; ·:.hi:':' 
a.:lc. :c..~c.-:io:.l~=g a:; :;a:te:-::a.~ ;a.:"::!1.t e..-c ti.::.-s ~: :":'lc:"~e:::. 

3" S'i.:::e e.;s ri2.S c.::lCe-! i:! ca .. ;eg:l=~a51 -:::..:-s !"a;rese:::s a::. 
e.;:prox::...=.a.~:...::::~ 



6, 

d .. Une:::tployed 
1 .. Part ti:::.e 
2 "" ~ull tiz1e 
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(CotltL"lued) 

Reversed Eollingshead Scale 

7. Since length ot residency was coded in categories, this 
rellresents an a.llllro:x:!.~t1on. 

8, 1 "" ~To ~rest-
2 '" Arrested as :ni.:lor on1.y 
3 • Arrested as adult 0017 
4 '" Arrested as !:!.i.=.or and adult 



727 

Cluster 

1 2 3 4 

*" 1) Known to SerVice Agency .68 .44 .87 .82 

*' 2) Nt.t::1!lel" of Childreo. 2.16 1.92 2.13 2.03 

3) Biologica.l Father in .47 .68 .67 .39 
Rome 

4) Eome2Aepair/Cleanli-
!less 

3.25 2.83 2.83 2.22 

* 5) Income 'Oer HeaDer 
j;ler Month ($) 

55.00 123.00 38.00 33.00 

'6) Telephone in Home , .53 .56 .50 .36 

7) Own AutolJX)bile .53 .85 .58 .45 

Cluster Size ~~ 25 15 40 

1. P.~ll scores represet'lt propori:!.ons ot: those tor lihom i!'l.!,,%"!:.l!.­
t10n W&3 ~vaila.ble, e~cept '!or v~iables 2 ~d 4. 

2. 1 .. Fu belOW average 
2 .. Slightl:t below !overage 
3 "" Average 
4 .. Above e .. ;erage 
5 .. Far 2.bove a.vers.ge 
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TAo!z 7 Follow_U1J1 

Variable Cluster 

1 2 3 4 

Child 
I} .::.motional 'lIi~hdra.wa.l .36 .10 ,08 .13 

2) De'l'elo1lm.enta.l l!!.gs--
motor sk:l.lls 

.53 .09 .36 .ll 

3) Developmental lags-- .57 .10 .3~ .24 
le.ngua.ge sk:l.l1.s 

4) Develotlcenta.l la.gs-- .54 .00 .30 .05 
ll'ling - skills ' .. 

5) !J.lness 2 
1.96 1.80 1.85 2.'53 

6) Back in hoOll!! .32 .20 .20 .15 

Pa.rents 
7) ~~cia.llY accepted .42 .60 .50 .80 

coUrt decision 

8) Now a.cae1lt court .78 
decision 

.86 .58 .87 

9) Frequency ot 'I'iSits3 2.33 2.37 1.30 2..00 
to child (if i::1 
foster care) 

Cluster Size 19 25 15 40 

1. All scores re~:esent oraoortions ot those tor whom intor­
cation was a.veila.bl=,-~~e~t for va.riebles 5 and 3. 

2. 1 - No known illness 
2 = Occa.sional routine ilL~ess 
3 = Frequent illness 
4 :.I Chron!.c ,::ediceol ~ro~~e:::s 

o "" Neve:: 
1 .. l/iea.:: 
2 - 2-q/:tee.:-
3 - l.2/year 
4 = 125!:"l'!a: 
5 =- 52/::;:a.= 
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Cluster 1 

Cluster 1 included a.ll the cases in our sa.;:ole ot thl:i !:!.Ost 
severa abuse. T:,e abused child. S:f)ellt a.."l aver~e e:= seven weeks 
in the hOS:f)ital and, i~ ~ cases, sui:ered pe~llt ~i?a~-
ment. ' . ' 

The biological ;::other or father ::lOst often I-tas res'Cons:!.ble for 
the incident; th£s cluster was ~quelJ low in incidence of 
abuse by ,a. ste~father or other resident. ~espite the seVerity 
ot the abuse, the ra.te of arrests resulting from the incidellt 
was the lowest for a.ll clusters. 

The chilc=ell in this cluster 'llere 12 =oaths old, en the 
avera.sa, a."ld 'llere usually the last born in a family with two 
ch:U.dren. The c-luster ha.d by t a.: the l~est' "Oerceo.taa;e ot 
re~orted abllSe of a.x:other child. in the falI!ily: 

, A.t1 outstanding cbaracte..'""istic of t.~e children in tl:U.s cluster 
was the fe.ct t::'at ;:;u!.ll,7 ',{ere tlerc-eived by the:!.r tlarents as Clas­
siva and U!'..re~ons:!.·/e. A1::lost neoe o:f the Children, however, ' 
were perceived by the parents to be abnor:::al in growth all.d. 
developcect. 

These chilc.reo. came trom t'amille:s ?Ihich were tree at :nost of 
the problecs that are usually asSOCiated wit~ child abuse. 
~ere was very little abuse or neglect L~ ~~e cnildCcod histor~ 
of tbe n:ctber. T~ere \oj'as sOll!SlIh~ ~re in toe history o! the 
:ra.ther,but stUl less tha."l for ::'ather$ ill an., of tb.e other 
clusters. Tb~ fami17 had a lew iCcoQe, but it is t.~e second 
h.1gllest ~oog thl!! clusters in ou: s2.I:lIple. The r<ti:e ot u::lem­
~lo~ent was relatively low for the fathers, and ~~ =others 
also worked part-ti:e. 

Tee parents bad toe second hi~est educational le7~1 ~ong the 
tour clu:sters: the !!X:1thers had. a tenth grace educa.tion; the 
fathers had an eleventh grade education. (On tbe a.verage, 
neither ot the parents in anY'cluster had co:pleted high 
scbt;lol. ) 

-rh,e !!!.others ant.! :f2.th~!"s i.o. Clus-:e: 1 were on th~ a.verage 22 
8:ld. 25 yell.:'s old, !"espectivel:7. Host wet'e from 3.:.!i\.Ck and 
He:.tica."l-~ric?l.n be.::kgrtl1.:nds. They reslc.ed in Los A!lgeles for 
8."1 a.verage of t:.:!.ne yea.:s and had. a ver~ high L'l<::idence of sup- . 
~ort t=Q~ !ao1~ relEt1v~s. ~~ pare~t~ kept tn~ir ho=~s ~~ 
geod. r'!lJll.ir, =are).y \lase. d:::"\l.gs or alcor.ol to._ e:teess, and haC. 
llttle b.istor:;r 01' e.:::ests. 

'!he descri.::tion ot the !!!.d.1:!.es in Clu:rt.c:o 1 woru.a. not les.d. one 
to e..."tpect ~h:.~c!. ~!:)'Jse • . '!'le are pr~se.."'1t!.!!i ~1:!..th .!. ~uado.:t: ~~ose 
~amllies who l~~st !!~ the s~~=~ct~e of th~ abU$~ni !~:7 
are tn~ t~es !.!l wh!.ch the ::ost severe i?~t;Se ccc:~s. 
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Cluste:o 2 

In Cluster 2 ta~llesl child abuse was 1 by far 1 the lea.;;t severe 
in our se.trple. The everage l~ngtb. of hOs,,;Ltallz;e.tion was less 
than six days) and there waa a~st no eVidence 01' ~er~eot 
imroa1rment. The cOild had oot often been a preVious Victi~ ot 
abusel but in 'one-half 01' toe cases l a si~ling was ~own also 
to have bee~ a. vict~ of a.buse or neglect. 

The biological ~~~er and father were responsible equa.Lly often 
tor the incident ot abuse, ~ 24% of the cases l the stepfather . 
or a.t)ot'her resident was the l'et'];Jetrator. Despite the relative].::' 
unsavere nature of the abuse, the rate ot arrest resul:ing 
trom a.buse in, ti;liS cluster wa.:s outstandil:lgly b.:!.gh (77%). 

Unique to this cluster is the high percentage ot'male children 
abuaed (76%). The average- age of the chndren was 18 z:lllths 
old, wb.:!.co is the highest for all cl'.lstsrs. The parents te!lded 
to ~ercai7e the abused child as dis~bed!ent, irritable, and 
a.c:t1ve. .". 

The age of the parents wa.s the h!g.l].est for aU c lusters ~ t.he 
tathers wers 28 years old a.nd the ~others 26 years old. 
Typ1c~ll1J the per~nts were white, lower Qiddle class, With 
by tar the highest income aud highest ecplo~~t level ot ~ll 
clt1:sters. otten the ':!lothers 'ilorls:ed. "Cart-ti.:e. A.l!!Iost none ot 
the mothers li7ed ~loQe ~ith their children. 

The 'Quellts had t:eell long-ti:lle reSit!ellts at !.os Angeles. Both 
motllers and t~taers had an ele7entl:: grade educ~t!OIl and e.lso 
h&4 s~lar childhood histories ot severe discip~e and neglect 
Such experiences were reported i~ ~out olle-tr~rd ot t~3e 
t&m1.l1es. 

AJ.eohol or drug l!.l:i1lS1Jl!'!'!\.S nported for 45% of the fa.thers A:ld 
39% of the Qothers. ~s the parents in ~ll clusters, the 
~s.rellts in C lust er 2 were the :::.cst si:ti.ler i!l baeltg:::oU:l.d. age, 
ac.d ha.bi ts. 

Cluste:' :: 

Fathers or &te~-f&thers ~ere the uredoo!naat &ou.ers !D this 
cluster •. J:.1:). ocl,y 17% of th-e cases lias the ::IOtce: res:9onsi'ole . 
tor the abuae, ,and. i.=. no c"e li&5 2.nother resi~llt in the hcu:.e 
r-e.spolll!i'ole. A~rest resul'tec. t:om the ir.cident in ha.:J,! of the 
c .... es. 

:!n Cluster .31 tbe 2.i::use we-s .r:elat:,vel:r sll:veJ:'e. The cb.11dre=. 
"e1:e ~'1:Q,pit"li2:ed ! or ·.all a.verage of nearllr ttlree w~ks 1 u.c. i=­
.lIome cues ,there W'-S pe~ent 1:I::'p~.1:=I\t. Very rJJ!.rel:! was 
the e.bllSecl. cnild oIP. 'Previous ncti:n of &Ouse. F.o.w~ve:r, i~ 
nearly halt the eases, .... "10~.ha:- 'ch'!'J.c. !on tne .ea.e t~l:r ':oleos 
kno~n to be & Victi~ cf Lbuse or ~eglect. 

\ 

'.\ 
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['he avera5e ~e of the abused children IH!.s about: lo ::::.ant!:s. 
['he chile:en were 'Percei.·/ed by the parents to be troublesoOle 
With regard to every va.riable. ?:-equentl.7 they :.Iers re:::orted. 
as irritable and active and disobedient. I:, othel:' cases, the 
chilc!.rs!l liere oer:::eived lly the '=larents a.s '=lassi va and UI)reS'OOIl­
sive. Feeding-~roblems were co~nly listed. ~u:ther, the· 
chilc!.re!l were ~rceived ?~ abnor--sl in growth ~d de7elop~nt, 
although toey liere all born full-ter..l with e. low ra.te ot bi!"th 
complica.tions. 

['he families in tois cluster ~ere ~ocg the POO!"6st econo~ca.l­
l:r ill our sa.;:xple. 'l.'he :t'a:::hers liere ra.rely une:::ployed but 'Hor~ed 
a.t the lowest occupa.tional level. The ~thers did no~ wor~ a.t 
all. The :a.thers had less than all ei~th gra.de education, 
while the ~thers had a. tenth grad~ level of educ~tion. 

The families at the ti=e 0= the abuse were n2W ~o the tos 
Angeles area.. One-tl:.ird of thea were !·!ex:l..can.A::erican. Most 
ot thea were ~own to nhe local ~elte.re ~gency. 

A very high :::erceat~e of the fa.thers had sutfered se7ere dis­
ci~l1ne or negle~t i~ their c~~l~hoodr By cout:-e.st, few of the 
mothers had a Childhood history of abuse or ~eglect. ~e 
~thers were about 22 years 0:: <!.5e, wr~ch we.s, on the a7er~e, 
f117a years j"ot:.:lger than the ta.t.!::e= IS age. !n nOlle of the cases 
did the Zlthe=s li'/e alone 'IIi tl.l the cl::i~~ec.. 

Cluste!' 4 

In Cluster 4 the abuse was tae seco!!d least severe a;::Qn~ tee 
clusters. The chilc!.ren were hoS?~ta.ll::.ed tor eight cays, a.'"ld 
there wa.s llttle evi,c.ence of 'Oer::te.ne!'lt i::lc.!.r~::r:. HO~ie1fe: J 

34% ot the c!:'~ld=en bad been ;:e'li.ouslj" abused--~.7 ::~ the 
highest percentage ~ong a.ll tee clusters. ~'"l 3~ ot the 
cases) a. s!.bll.og of ti:,~ child i::a.e. e.lsc been a.bused. or neglec.:ed.. 

Mothers were respoas~ole tor t~e abus~ in the cajor~ty o~ the 
ca.ses in Cluster 4. The incide!'lce of abUSing ::others was ::luca 
higher ill this cluster tha.n i..~ a.ny other. ~his cll.!st.e~ i:;~lso 
uniqu~ ic it.s :-ele;:;tvely r':'gh i....~~d.:!=ce (21%) o! abuse by Co 
IInoc,_n&reo::.t ll resic.ent !...."l tee ho~.. Bi-olog!c!.l t-aters c: ·ste~­
t~thers were ~o~ often res~o~3~bla :0= the ~~cidea~. Arr«.~s­
resulted t!'o'Q the !.~cic.!!!lt - in 55% Qf 'tae cases" 

The chilci:'e:l w-a::e .:l~ per:::eivec. by ·tOe pare:ri:s '8.$ "'~'7 tr.outlle. 
some and. hac!. by far tne 10'Hes,: F:-O.:po:-ti,on ot: ..t.s~ci~ proble::.:;. 
The a.-.,erage age at the 'Ch!.lc. was 1;' :oaths; in t'No-tl'lU"cls ot 
the c a.sas I the cb.!ld..was the jou."lges-: !.n the =,~:.:: .. 
Clus-:e: i.; itlcluc.es 4~ ot otJ.!' slL~leJ ~c. :.:1 me.tl~t ·wa.ys fits 
the c.eacrit:tion c! t!1.e oircu.::.stan:es of e:t~ld a~use 'typi-=Lll:" 
!ounc. :.~ ":F!e l!;cer!.'t;~..!:~. T!':.~'t:f ~e!."~e:tt 0:: ~!le mothers U'f'ec, 
a.lone *.4:':0 their ch!.:.:.re:1.. O:-.1.j" 35~ 0: t~ .. e ~tners ~.,e~ ~­
ried l a. =.uch lo~ie!" 'Oer::.enc.eg2 t:;.:a.::. ill o;ne:- clusters t Al'ZOJ 
!a.::.i.li:!s i:: this ·::lu:;-:e= h.~.c ~:".~ -r,."."" .. - ~''1---'''''' -"-- ....... .. 

, 
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relat1'/e5. 

Income per fa.;;al:/ o:.et:li:ler is extremel:r low. Only 35% ot the 
hou~eholQ' have telephones. The fathers had a tenth graee 
educat10ti, were at a J.Olol occupa.tional level and often unem­
ployed, The a).Otbers had an eighth g:t's.de educa.tion and ~ere 
unel:lPloyed. The families 'i/et's usually !mown to a weU<,..re a,gen­
cy. 

The ~tl:le~s were about 22 years old, on the average, and the 
fa.thers 25 years old. Both mothers and ts.thers ha.d the' highest 
inCidence ot exoessive use ot alcohol or drugs ~ng all the 
clusters; Seventj-three percent of the fathers abuse~ alcohol 
or drugs, and. their rate ot previous e.:::rest was the bighest 
among tl:le c1.usters. The ;nethers ha.d the second iUghest record. 
ot an'est. Eal! of the families lIere white and. ball were 
Bl4ek and. Me%1cao-~merican. 

Both parents bad a. verI high incidence ot a.buse and. neglect in 
the1.r childhood history. 'I!his is the otlly cluster in whicn 
motb.el.'s 91ere more often abUsed or neglected in their Childhood.. 
then ';lere fathers. The peroent~e of :nothers :in this oluster 
previously abused 8.;ld/or neglected is nr:lre than twic.e the Ile;rt 
h1ghut :percentage for t:I'1thers 1:1 ;my ot:he:: cluster. 

D!S CUSS !01\T 

As mentioned abOVe, the CAin ~~ose ot the cluster analYsiS 
was to eluoidate patterns of t~lj tunctio~g whioh m1~t be 
rel&ted to tpe ocourrenoe ot or~ld ebuse. It W~ our view thet 
it strong patterns eXisted, thej would be reflected by toe 
values of ~ny variables. but the illdLvidua~ varIiOles wo~d 
not be ot pri:l!U'jI' intilrest. Ra.tner, they would r~:!.ect en 
underlying gest&lt 'llhioh would cn&:e..:::ter1ze the rel.i!va.o.t as­
pects ot the familJ situation. In this section we preseot our 
intet'~reta.tions ot the gestalt which ohare..:::ter1zes t~e oa.ses 
in each of our clusters. 

~hese interoreta.tions are offered ~ith consicerable tentative­
ness !.t this point i!l our work.. D&ta trom about 40 :ore 
.f!.l!l:1.lies ,,112. soon be 1!.72.i2.."ble that include results ot 2.::: 
e.~eosi7e ~ttery ot ~sychological tests ~~d ~di~1ona.l 1==or­
=--t1.on oct2.:!.ned. frQU1 clinical t:ea.tr=nt c! the !e.::r!..:!'~s.. 'rhes=:" 
t&m11ies will then be &ddec to the 99 trom this s~:!.e, anc ~he 
totl.l group 'llill next be :'eclustered. The a4di:tiona.l o2.~ca,: 
e.nd tes':: clll.ta. a.va.l2.able for SO::le of the t a:::!.~:!.l!iS ~l!.l:!. 'Crov~de 
:!spQrt~<t s;!J1dellnes tor int~;:et;a.t!on as t.,el.'l. a..s a -;2.:tia.: 
test of Va.1.ic~tion of t:'e orig~a.l !our olus~e=s, 

A second oa.ut!.on thl!.t ::ust be t:.oted concerns a. teot::!.ca.~ tlt'OC­
J.III.1:1 i!l cluster &.t:.al~·sis. Variab:'es \iru.ch ce..."l ta.it.e an a. g:.ea~e= 
r&nge o! 'l&lues th~ othe!' 'Te.=ia.bl<!$ .::e.y ;lla.y a. c.ispropo=-:ionate 
role '!.r.. -:'eter--J..ning cl!.1Ste:" st.r!.!cc!!:'e. !'~e var:.a.bles ~'/b!"c~ me!.~e 
u~ :ne :lusters desc~ibe~ here co.~ary in the rang~ ot 7a:ues 
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with this data set that if aU the variables Ula tlUII1tizedlf to 
the same scale and then reclustered that we w~ll urive at ~ 
array that suggests there are nine rather than four clusters in 
the data. These nine clusters are each statistica~ more 
homogeneous than the four cluster array, but they are also less 
1n~e~retable from a clinical point of vieN. 

I'll the trade-of! between clici.cal clarity vs. statistical 
clarity J we have opted at tbis J,1oint for clL'lical clarity. The 
gestalts in the tour cluster array have ~roven to be easily 
reCOgnizabl= by' people with clinical experience With abUsive 
families. .lot is tlur beliet that the !line cluster array retlre­
sents more discrete subcategories of a larger set ot categories 
that is appro~ted. by the toar cluster uray, l'rell.o..1..nary 
e':<a.mina.tion of the data. s\l1:ports tb.is belief ,. but the Il1.Jll1be.r 
of variables'and t~lies is too small to SU~tlort f~er dis­
cri!llinations. ,re e."t;ect that the o.ext allalys~s. with more I 

fa::tilies a.r.ld. ClOre 1 nto r:!!at ion on one-third. of the ta:n;l.lies, Hill 
provide justification for such a classification, i.e., gene~ic 
ca.tegories wita subt!/1les. For the pur:!;losas of the lZesent 
pa~er, 9/e will stay With the larger and. more i:l.ter:?!"etab,le 
generic categories. 

Cluster 1: "Flashtloint" 

We are e.t ~!.r5t led to "Oosit the oce:urre!lce of en e.:ti:er!lal 
precipitat1ng crisis i:l,-or~r to e~lai:. the abuse in Cluster 1 
tCt;nilles, which a.ppears as an isols.ted incident ot e.:~reil:.e 
severity, Except for the high percentage of =otbers livi~~ 
.. lone With their childreo, 'lie f!..nd no i!1d1ca.tors that Nould 
tYllica.lly lead. one to predict a.buse ill such So ta::t:!.ly. One 
hypotheSiS, then, is tha~ t.he aouse is the result of ~~ abrupt 
change in the !!l.U:!iJ.:7 eqUili.bri~, some event e:t]?erieo.cecl as a 
criSiS which preCipitates i!.:l assa.t!lt on t,!le Child. 

T~~ severity o! abuse, co~~le~ wi~h the yo~ age o~ t~a chil~ 
(e.bout 12 =nths is the a.veri!'.ge), a.lso sugsest that tile a.ouser 
is a. more ser:!,ous J.y disturbed ge!:'son, .\\ se!:'ious assa.ult on an 
i1l!a.nt woul·:' Sf:,~:!1 to in<!icate a. ca.;)a..::;tty !or ela.bol:a.te tlro­
ject1~n or o'l'er"sj'::I.bolizlI.tion of e;q,er1ence couplec. with 
.e!"re.t!c impulse ,~oc.tr::ll a.,.'1.d. e.. reac!y rese.:-vo!.r ':>!" 1::Ltense a..."'l6~:. 
1'h~ f~t tha.t: th-flt'e ere no other FQSS s :!.~s o! :::alac!jUS t::~:~;: 
"in the !!.QilJ su;gest tha.t thes~ a.:a ~e.:t!.l:.es wh!.ch N'=lul:' 
,f.uo.ct:!.Qn &1iequa.t,el~' :.Iit:::L.~ at ne.:-rowl:r ~rasc:::!.bed !'"outi:l,;! but 
which lack the e:ot1on~1 resources to ada~t to ~hL~geS ~n that 
r·out:!.:!e. 

!rhere a.re some clues to -b:le el~~cts of tee c!"ises i!l these 
fa~li·as. One elu;! is the h;'b--~ :p.e:ce'!'!";a.g~ o! b;=th CQ~!ica­
tions ~n! c~ldren ~epo~te~ es pass~v~ a~~ ~,:~s~Qnsive. :~e 
abused ch.!.l:' ":J.tL"J ir! iac.t be a.::-~:.~a2. !.:l h:'s c.e~l!Jlo~=ent a...'1.t! 
~ess a.:.a:ptable to !'!':;,il.7 rOI.l"~!.n~.. :e :::a.y a.150 0::-7 ::c::'~ ~:;c. 
in ganere.: :-~ s;onc. tt."!:?=ec..::.:::~:a.b:j ':0, ~2.re:1te.::" ce.:et.a.k!.!!g e:.!or-:s .. 
~tl a..~:; efte.r',::} the 10'11 in:c!:ie::.c.e c: those wi-:: .. si·:fl!.~..gs !.!l this 1 

27-090 0 - 78 - 48 
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clust~r indic~tes th~t the abused child =~ite$ted ch~racter-
1o$1::1cs e~erienced as l'a:L'tic~Lla.;:l:r abr3sive to tbe abUSing 
parent and 'Crobably a.t a ti:::.e '~hen the parent ',!as ::ost ":)rOtle 
to project s:5lecial !lI.ean1.!lg to the behaVior (e.g' l rejection of 
the ~arentrs concercs and efforts). 

Mother clce to the ele!ll.ents ot a crisiS is the rela.tivel.:' 
lerge percenta~e ot m~tbers ~bo were living alone, co~ared to 
Clusters ~ l!J:Id 3, even thoug,.'1. the !..ccidence ot t:E.r::':!.a.ge ill 
those clusters is abou!: the same e.r-; it is !J:l Cluster 1. This 
suggests recent separations 2.3 a. sOW:Ce of coni.'l;!.ct. !n tha.t 
c~se the abused child t who is uredominatel:r the last born 
cbild, may ~ossib1y be Viewed is an ~welcooe remL~der of ~ 
ti::l.e of ec:otiooal tu..""':!.Oil and. even possiblJ as the reason tor 
the t1.U:'::.o:!.l" ' 

Es-pecia.llJ 1.llteresting is the fa.<:t that alt1!ou:gb the biologica.l 
t~tber was in the ho~e in only 47~ or t~e cases, ae was ~es~o~­
siole'tor 43% o! the abuse incid~nts. !t a??ee:s th~t he is ~ 
perticularl1 leto&l agent in this cluster, and ;ossibly the 
persall ('1Co is· su.t!ering tro!ll. a :r.ore se:'ious ezotiooa.l c.is­
a.bility. 'l:ha.t conjecture, hOlole'Ter I ::lust be tec:pered. by the 
IUgh percenta.g!5 ot al:J u.s:l.nS biological :::othe:'s in the c ll!Ste!'. 

We would s?eculate tha.t both ~&re~ts are io:ensel1 ~ivalent 
about the abused c~ld anc tha~ a ~a~lY cris~$ t~~s the ambi­
va.let1c~ a.br'-~tl$. U the tether !,.:S ?:-~se:lt :!-~ the hOCla) ~e 
will ~t out the crisis a~inst tbe child with the cove~ ;er­
mission ot the :other. !~ he is not i~ t~e ho~, th~ =ot=er is 
l:lOt o.f!orc.~d the ss.tet:r q~.i ... I~ o! !.d.er:.t'!..!11ng w!.th bois ~#e~­
s1011/ ~~d acts out the a.Quse herse~. 

MO$t ~r~ssL~e aoout t~e t~l!es ~ Clu$~~: l ~s tta~ ~~ the 
&osence"o! obvious ~roble~ tha.t would aler: o~e to look :0: 
a.buse, tee ::.Qst se1fe!"e a.buse cc~t.:.:'s. ~he!T =e."!.~-:a.!.::.ec.. the!..:' 
hot:!.e i:l good r'!,;B.!.!" J tH!:-~ !.ot:!g-~a:-::. :-~s:!.;:!ec::.s .!.= tbe a.:Sa" d!..'::" 
not ~~use alc~r.ol or d:ugs, i~ general did no~ taqe a. histo~7 
of abUse or ~eglect in thei= own childhoods J a~~ had e~e~ded 
ta.o.!~ st".~po:t. t1~ s:pecu!~~e ~:o= t~!.s t~e.: one 0:- both c~ tne 
pe.:-~:1':s has A !=!.~~e e=.oti(.lt'le.:. '!'djus:':-::.e~-: \·thi:.=. i~ q'~o!':.:':: 
fr!..C~u:ed. t.!!lc.e= the s~ress 01 a.. '!s::J.il=-lO 0: ~e:satla! ::!'":'sis. ..! .. 
cOild ~y beeoCLe the -:e:ge:: 0:: 2.."1 ~g:'ess:.::e a=.c. ~a:l.!.:::..:~ s.~~e::;; 
to d~so~~ge a~~~e:y ~~~ ~e-es~~b~sh $C ~~~~:!br~~~ 

\'ie ~y-;ct::'es!.z~ the:: tte e,t:)I'!'se ::~a.;,e..o.::e=is-:!.= o~ Cl'J,s-:er :2 
ta.::.!.li'S's ":os ~U!1!::ive !~ :ll!.":'U.:!"e J !.n'ten-::'et. ~c: ':0 he::. ~ce ct.!.:"':'J 
au:: r!.the:- to co'!:r'!c-: its behe.7io!"'. :.~ a.~;ee:'S -:::'2.~ e.O'..lse =:. 
~&rents is .e....-t e:q:resSion 0; sta:::l l disc!pl;'na.:-.i' 3::tle o! Cb.'::'!_ 
rea:i~~ ..... a. s-:!'le ":0 ~.,~~::.~ ":ha~ ... :ne::.se:,":~s ~,a!'e sub~.;c.-::;~.:!. !.:: 
t~e~: you~h. ~~e f~~ ~he~ t~ese ~~!:~9~ at ~c~~~-~; stQwe~ 
oy t~!" :h; lc~.,es-: !.:tc!.-:'e~ce '0: :'21'fe:"o;::.~::::a.:, ~ela1s $'.,;.;;2:3:' 
th~t :he ?hJs~:a: ac~se ~s nc~ ~~ ~~d~~~t~o~ ~~ ~ ~~e~~~o~~ ~~ 

f 
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a~proa.th to llarelltL"lg. Such a. ::ode ot: chilcU-ear!..og is toward 
the e:f;i:re::e of a contillu= Nith resllect to the a.o:J.ount Qf physi­
cal llunisn=ent ~onsldered necessary a.nd ~roper. 

~fe exolain the high a:rest ra.te for the abuse as resultlJ:lg froo. 
the parents I 0llen a.d:!ission of resllonsibility tor the act, b''1.<led 
on feelings of being justified ~ their behavior. The abuse 
incident itselt proba.bly stems trom anoro.al e.ct of' llunish'!!lSnt 
which has accidenta.llY resulted. in ;:'!ore he...."Ml to the child tha.'l 
the llarents ~t:icj,llate(1. 

Al.tho~ the llare::l'ts !'s!lort the c:d.l-:i to be irritable a."ld 
acti.ve acd/or disobedient, tbe abuse aps:ears to steo. ::.ot ':roo. 
the llarents I attltuc.es to\>lard t!:2 abused Child., but from the 
parents I attitudes toward. chl1cU-eari.:lg. T~re is no e'l'1.dence 
of scallegoating: The abused child was not often previously 
abused, and very often the other childre!l L'l the £a..u..1J were 
also abused. We =ight s~eculate tha.t the ~ercenta.~ of s~blicgs 
abused would be still hi~"ler if ~he parents used llhysical 
punisl:l.:r!:lnt with girlo as often e.g they did bo,7s. T!:le low per­
centa.ge of girls abused ~y be related to a stereotjCe of ~le 
chileren ~ more ~isobedieu~ a."ld row~j then girls ~d, there­
fore, =ore in Deed ot cor~ection. 

Tbe desc~!pt~oo ot Cluste~ 2 ~a~li~s is char~teristic of ~J 
e.bus!...'lg !am.1ies re"po~.:·"!d 1:1 the li ~era~U!"e. !..o. ad.:iitiol:,t we 
tind teat the pe.ren-:s. a:e 'tar-; si;:!!ila:- to ee.ch other in. back­
ground and ha.bits. T:-te cot:::S ap:;ea.rs ve.rj s 'ta.ble. L"l the 
absence of i.nterl1entio!lJ we ~-Iould. e~ect abUSe in such !B.:l.ilies 
to be chroniC, but not severe. 

!n Cluste: 3 we see a di!!ere~t t~e ct fa=ilj- ~atte~= !n wh!c~ 
the st:ess;d =atner do~natas an~ the ~othe~ is u=able ~c ~~te=­
tere to ~ro~ect ~he child~ We b~~othasiza tha~ t~e ta~he~ has 
a.:l e.:<aggere::ed. sensa OJ! 'f/hat ~s a. threa.t to his a.c.thori:::y j 
further J he feels both frustrated froi:l his '/e'!:y low ;.Iork sta.tus 
and. incclCae J a.nd :;e2:"s::lna.:l:1 ·t:-.:ea.'tec,sd tha.t h~ ca."1.Cot !u.!.!i1.:. 
the role or pro'/:"-ie:- to -:he !a .. ~:~'. 

~he abuse cou:! cccu=, tbeC t as a resul~ o~ the !a~~erla pe:_ 
sona.!. :!"t!s'".::ra.t:!..ons 5ce~" ::g ====:r. h!.s lo~" :!...::.cooe a."!c ccc.:.::?a.:~oc.a.:" 
lS'/e:'. E!s ~e-el!.:.;s 0-: !..~ac.e;·..:.a.c~t co'..!:!.·! =9 e:,=~e::;2.cec. "',,' 
d.e:!e...~t :e::.e.v:'or :-:-0:1 t:,oa cn!..:'::e::!, Nho -:~"l2:: beco::e ~~e s~eci.­
tic ta~gets to!" ~ ~or~ gsn~ra~z;~ :r~t~at~o~. 

'L'~e!"-= !.s a ~:'g~ ~e!,=g:-::a.ge of !.!'S:c.::.z.::: ... A=.e:-!::a.-: :!a.."':ti.l!.es !.:. ~~!.z 
c!.~ste!". ':~2se ;'a::!:':'es =a.~ .. :~a'le :2';:'1 !"e==:-.. ~ !.==.!..~e:. .. ::s ':0 ::':; 

r~~~~~ ~i;~i~o~~~~i~:;~:;~~~~~~~i~f~:~f:~~~~:~~~~~~~:~~~;~~ 
51.::::'00: ::-0::' :'a.:t!.'!.y !.~l.a.~:''':;.!t. .! .. :'.. :"=!.,g:'":;'~: :5:::-;'3::- ::'2.:/ :.e-;: 
t::e.t::: ;:'O'/::'::g -:.0 ::-.a ":.S. ~~ ~.;!.s :;e=so::i1.::'~·- s~:~=a'':' a. :~3S -.:-

....... _ .1..:0 ' ..... ~ ... ~. _"4 ... .. ___ ~_ .... • ___ ,,_:...._ .:J"' .... " 4'\ .. ""' ..... _ 
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In Clu.ster 3 .fatl1;';'es J the =.c'cher. is :ucc. j"o1.!:1gar tl:!a.rt t::te 
!a.ther en.d does not 'flork out s:!.c.a the ho~e. rtl.e-sa c~.r:='t..!:!Stances 
t1:!.ght suggest tha.t the ta."thel,' e,9s!.res to dct:ina'Ca t::e za:lilY. 
Since :2Jl!f of the fam.i1!.es ere Me.:c!.ca..'1-rl.;:.,eri-::an" th:!.s s1.tua.tion 
!:lay also be :-elated to cUl-::t.:=e.l L"li'luences. 

Fina.lly, we note the ext!"e=ely high ir.cidence of ~epo:-ts by a. 
parent of t:-cublesor:.e or i.=ritet!.!lg beha.vior bj the c.t:Lld. I= 
it is the father whose per~e~tioos are reflected by these 
reports l we might e~ect that ce ratio~slizes t~s ange= tcw~d 
the chili by seei06 it as desel~ing ot p~s~~=nt. 

Cluster 4: "~·jho Needs ;l:~ 

The a.buse L~ CLuster 4 is per?etrated, for the ~ost part, by a. 
!:lother whose style of life is '.!.I:!stsble i.n =:7 ~>/a.ys. The cru.:d 
a.buse ap!lea.::s to be an e;ct:ension ot the a.buse :ge:vasi',e in the 
m.other IS l~ "~:l. The o.other st:!.ffsred a.buse or neglec"!:, or both, 
in her childhood, aud has a his~cr:7 ot arrests and of drug end 
alcohol a.bus'.>. 

Most o! the mothers are ~ried and ~ny live alone. Poe 
hY1;:0thesi=e the.t the :tOth2.'!:" lives te==;oraril:r ~i.th a. st!.ccessio!l. 
ot :en and has c~:!iculty ior-~=g stab12 rsl~tions~~s. 

The hig..~ rete of cr-ild a.buse by a.:lother =-es!.dent i!l 'the hoes 
(who is not t~ ~athe~ or s~ep-tathe~) leada us to suspect that 
the ::tt:Jther lives with abusi7e =0. with \-Iho:::!. she ~] ne::,sel:' be 
at r!sk ot physical abuse. It also suggests th~t she is willi~g 
to engage 1:1 rele.tionshi;s ~;h1.cb are destruct!.ve to he!" ch:!.ld.:"e=:. 
in r~turn !O~ hav~ng sooe ot h~r cwo neecs =st. This des~erate 
me. needy !.~llro8.Ch to :~lat!.onsh!.ps is l.:..!{;ly to ai::"::-a.::-: e.:-:;lot­
title :::en. It is a.lso 1l'kel1 to c:=-eate situa.tions 1.::. whi.::h 
e~ldran are se~n as inter~e~L~g with pri:a:y n~eds fc~ g=e~i­
t:1.cation. 

The ta.ct tha.t the a!:)lJSed. ::b.ild teeds to be the youn.;est ie ~::e 
1'a.mi.ly and o!-:e:: a. 7i:::-.ti!:7. o~ :prs'I!.Ol!S abuse !.:!d.!.ca.tes t~e .. : 
In!a:'lt r..l!:"-::t.:r!-~ce is not a.."'l i=:~ort:!.r:.t SOC=C9 0: g:"a.'t::"!ica,;~:":J:: 
t'O the ::othe:s. T..'":is is cot St.:..","?!'i3i!l.g gi 7e::l t!:e r..:!.~:" .. i!'l~i.­
decca o-t .!.ouse a.nc. neglect i.:l the bis't.::rr"'j 0: t=.e =o-::~ers. T~e 
d~~,c to ;rov~d~ :or her ~h!l==e~ what she ~e=~ac he:sel! ~~ 
neve!' receivsc. is )':'kelj t":l be ::et with r~s2!:t=ec.t. ~~e c.e;e~ ... 
d.anca ot :lc~g=~ c::ild.!"etl in su::h ::!.=c\!:!Sta-"lCSS :"s also :::::.c!"-e 
likelj 'Co be see!: as So hir..c.:-~'1.Ce to fcr--!.:lg oth~= rela.t!.ons:.:!.:;s. 

~~e ~e~son&l t==ubl~$ ot the :~tners ~ Cluster 4 ~O:2S a=e 
~o -::::-·e:encicus.. !n ter::s o! I::!.h:!..ld..~ooc. ~sto:-y' 0= abuse a.-:::' 
neilactl ~~e~loj~:t, :eeorc 0: ~restsl and cu:~~~~ abuse o! 
~lcoho: ~~d a=ugs} the !ath~rrs str~sse5 a~~aa~ ~ven g=eat~~ 
then ~hose o! ;ath-ers in :lusta!'" 3. These sse::: to 0= :=en ~tlho 

h~ve fe.:!.!;!c. a.t 2!:t:.:-~ the de=!.::~s ~: t.. c~;::7=~~:Z:;~ ~~c.~::~ .. ~:J 

4 
I 

I 
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way is ClOst i=.ed1a.tely e:t'peaiao,t. Tl:ley also a~pee.r to be ~lJ, 
who need to bolSter their cootide~ce by a:t'ploitiAS others. 

We hyuothesize that child abuse i~ t=esa f~lies occurs i~ two 
waY$:-(l) wneo, the ~otr.er ~erpetra.tes the abus~, ~t is out Of 
frustration wit:~ the dependallcsr needs: of the child wilj,ch inte)!'­
fere with her Olin; _ (2) when ar.othnr ],:)erson is the perpetrator. 
it i~ a. boyfriend wao sees the chi:d as interfering with his -
needt; tor gratit!.cation. _ 

The jta...~,t that th'e iAC1.dence_ ot neglect and abuse h outsta.'1dizlg~ 
ly h:i.gh tor pel:'!.'!llts iA this c luster raises f=:!.s."ltening it:r,1lica­
tions for the children they al:ll,\.S~~ This clUster, tllQl'e the.o. a.:l;I 
other t \l!B.jl' :!.l~ust1;'ai:a the co~n assert1Qll tha.t chilcl:en lIho 
are abused: -are J;lrche to become. cb.!.ld-abus:!J:l!1i parents. 

CONCt1JS!O~r 

The results ot -this dat~ analysis support the hypothesis that 
child ~buse-can be viewed as t~e pro~uct of an 1cteraction be­
tweea psychQlog:1,ce.l and eavirOl1::elll:al i'aci:ors ,,!ith. dl.f:'erent:!.al. 
weigbt:L.>l,g of these factors across cases. :;{,oreo'/er ... Ca.$e::l tend 
to sort the~alves into clusters _or gro~s whiah a.r~ clinically 
eoherellt, suggesting the aeed to View child abuse as the eO~1l 
endpoi.:lt ot various etiologica.l. l'athliays • 

. This view ha.s ~~cations for clinica.l practice, research) 
and social pelicy. With regard to clinical ~ra.ctice) it would 
s~gest that all adequate t~olo~ of a.busi~ taQ11ies would 
pe~t e~l1er and more e~!ecti~e alloc~tioo of sc~-ce ~rofe$­
aioe.a~ resource~. Our io~e~ret~tlon ot Cluster 1, !or in­
star:)c:.e,l.::!plles the Ilee~ to!'Elsychotherap;r as t!le pri ... e;:-:; 
1-'1telr"~ntioa. Tt:.e a.t:u..se in tll~t clUster e.:o:ee.:s tQ be the 
res~lt ot seve~e iIldiv~cu~l p5jc~opat~oloij-~~d/or interper$on~l 
-conflict. C ~ca.l =enen<::e indica.tes t.hat l!.bu.sers iA t!lis 
grOl;tp tend. to ~e r!!.ther i:!.gici, u."lt:'ust:L."lg persccs :<ino ha.ve 
d1ti'iculty e:qlressing a..'1ger e;~ce:pt in erra.tic a.nd so!:!eti::ss 
'1'~.ol.ent episodes, and then oitea tOC<lard ice,-nll:opria.te t:..:::.;ets. 
A ez'Yizlg, nciee~"ld.:!J:lglt baby CI!.ll lU:.t s..:;. the tri&;er wh1c::.,re­
ls~les "s~-1lJ;l a.ni~r generat-ed. t::CI:::' ~ other sou..-cas • ..1 

C1.w~te~ 2 1"2.;ilili~s .in ot:.= i.nt.el"':;>r:et3.t:i.on WQu.l~ benefit acst 
r~l1l1 t:OCl concret-!t h~~~ tn l'!a:~.;· to us e 2.a."'ld t=-~"t a.l­
-tenlat.!.ve ::cdes 0:' C!i.sc:':pl!.ne ~!i SOC!all2:~.:t:ion. T!!ese ~e:~ts 
~eA:' to be less ·eQt""! l:!.::t~d i:! t:"eir rela.t.!.Q.nshi~ ·to thei.::" 

.C.li..""1i,eel ~r'!gsz:;iQn.s e....-"1ct :i'!'!te~te.tio.tl Cj! t~e clust~= da.ta. 
!n th~s s~c~iQn ~~ ~assc on e~~:iences w!th e~~l~ aQ~sing 
pare.ntlS !.;l t=e F~· Dev-aJ.:);::.~t:!.t Proj'act ~t Ch!..l.:!:ens 
l!Qs-;i ta.l of .Leg -~~les.. 'Tb.-e!7 a:"e Qffered. hgZ'~ e.s e:;~les 
~ch 111u:~t=c.te at::olic:e..t!on ::J! the cll.!ste:-s 9.:lc, ::leit as 
~:tCts oi' cl1.!~r:;-e~ ~·il!.di~::. 

-.., r------ .... 
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children and ~r~rilY concer~ac that they grow ~~ to be 

~~~~~n~~~~e~el~~~~b~~n~;t~;~~'th~t~o~~~;~ ~~O~e~~~g 
right !~o~ wrongJ res;act tor authorltlJ and the supposed coc­
nectlon between pe~~ssi7e (i.e' J indulgent) par~ting ~nd 
juvenile cri:e--all or' these as justifications for ha:sn 
l?h:isic~l discipline of. yo~ ch:!.ldren. It is not be:!.~ sug­
gested here that these parental atti~udes are :erel1 incidental 
overlays 011 other'llise healthy ~ersona.lity str'.l.c.tll!'es i but: ' 
rather that the act of physical abuse itseU' can be ::-etashi:med 
into less 'in~urious =ethods of discipline without ~jor ch~lges 
in personalit]. 

CLUster 3 parents ?resent a di!!erent picture. Here the ~Jor 
problem e.p~ears to be lack of economic. security which erodes 
toe self-coC=idecce of the father and !:lakes hi;!]. ::lOt'e sensitive 
to a.:t:1y Challenge to his fe.mi.lial authority. The intervention 
in this case ':JJJ!.Y' req~e, as ill Cluster '2, help i!l. ~2.fi;:illg the 
Qehav10r afmore asserti7e and active chileren without ~hjsical­
ly ~busive =etoo~s. There is somet~s a tendenc] tor perents 
in both gr04~s (Clusters '2 ~,d 3) to o~er-inter?ret the be­
havior ot acti'le Children as willfull, de::ia.nt =-ud disruptive 
when L, tact it is otten jtt5t t~e exoression of a beha7iore.l 
style or "tempera::rentU tha.t has no p8.rticular =.otive or s:!..gn::'=i~ 
cant psychological content ~ttac~ed to it. 

Cluster 4 parents, a:ong with those ~ Cluster 1, presen~ 
probabl1 the grea:t;es-: d:!..~ticul-:ies tor i!l.ter'le::t!.ou. As 'Aith 
Cluster 1J SOt::!e ld.!:ld ot thera.?1 is ind!c~ted. W!:th Cluster ~ 
parents, the ~roble~ is to eng~e ~ PS1~~ot~er~pY' e. pare~t 
who$~ la.ck. at t!"ust e.."'ld =igi.-d. lJersooa.l:'''Cj s'tr'.lc ture ~resa~:t 
tor:li.de.ble barriers to ~ e:!!ect~'il!: the:atleutic a.lllance. In 
eontr~t, the parer.ts L~ the toU=th clus~er t~nd to ~s~~b~sh 
So thsrapeut ~c alllance ra.the:o qt:i,ckl.y. Tb.~Y' a..:-e ct":e!! e!;lot !,r;,n­
a.lly neec.j, someHha.t ?2.SSi7e, a..~t! !"eacy to r~s;ond !!Osi~'!."Ie!.: 
to So the!'!.~!.st W!'l.O is ~er::ei'.fec. as st.:::-:::crtive a:t;. '!:O:~ ::~aole 
than they.- The di!~:!..oul'ty is tha.t -:!'le - ::-es:;Jonse is based. c..."'l 2.. 
pr~!ound sease at pe~sonal L~~a~~acy~-~css1b11 part of the 
heritage irom the abuse and neg~ect they e~~er:!..e~ed as 
childreo_ T~e res::lor...se 1.s tbus en i.::olici,'t ;:l~~c. t:e.t "tee 
tbere.:ois't satist y the!.: e::ct!.ot:2.::" :leeds 2.nc. t&k~ genera.:.. 
r!s~ons~bi:.~t1 to: t h-ei:" liv~s. ~xed 'with th~ ;e:e~tE . 
tee l:!.:lgs of i.."le.C.eqt!e..:~ are !:eell:lg5 of ::-~s~n::'::n.en~ at 's.l·w'2.:,·s 
being ~!l l!. helpless role.. A~thori'tY !igures :¥I~l:a tenc. -;~ 
~l.ie!t this r~S?o:ls~ 'Nnen pe:-:e:!.~ec. as c.s::anc::.::g che..'-lge.s :.~ 
beha.vior. ~~e :lessa.g~J then, !..s !:,equ~!ltly 1~Tell t:!!: '\llh;.? ... "!: "to de 
so '! C2.n c.e!~a.t :IOU OJ igno:"ing ~he.'t you tell ':.s. II 

These ~!.::"'e:lts ~e:,~a:?$ ::Qr-:!! then those ~n r.2.."1Y other clu:~i': €:o 
ne~d eo 1I1.e.y thera.t:is-:~1 C!r u'Oi!.re::.t '2.ide-· a.a ,a. 'C":"!:::!.c.al .2.d~t:=.~-:: 
to CC::7en-: ione.t t~1!ral':t (E:elte!" e: KelltPe, 1.968). "This lay 
ther!!.1?i.S't: =:a..~ been 'to bri~e =~'le ge.F be~"'e:!n t~ ~l!n::3: 
1!;t?!!c':a.t:'-ons a.::d th-e .k!.!ld. o! ~el;. to::"'~:" therapy c.a.t!. -ac~1;:~:"':~.' 
:;rovj,.!e, T:t~s b:-!.,:',g:! :!..S cr:!..tical i! t!:le ~a.re:l-= is t.O st:a.:' 
\:lot !.t/at=c, for 'Che!"2.;J' and tr'!e ~noug...~ :roo. :-eazo's i±a-: th.~!.:· 
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own needs wi~l not be ~et to be able to ~rovi~e nu:tur~~ce 
to their ~hl1d=e~. 

These brief descri~tions ot d!fterences in intervent~on ~ro­
grams i::plied by d..!..t!arences !..n cluster chara.ctel"isti·:!s ere 
clearly overs{=?litied. They are offered he~e ~inly a~ exa~­
ples ot how the develop;::ent ot clu.sters or "profiles,1 !i:U.gb.t 
guide overa~l pl~~~g of resource allocation and to aid in 
decisions on child placement. 

In general, it is reCOgnized that Clinical decisicn =e~ 
cannot be based so~e11 on generic categories. Categories 
always t'~Q\i to blU!' lndivic.ual d:!.fiere:'!ces Nhich. are so=.eti.::l,es 
Vital to successzul t::-eatment. On t.':\e other hand, tee use of 
such c~tegories does help to focus thinkins ~d to set initial 
treat;::ent priorities. . 

This data aila.l:rsis also has {::.plicat10r.s for rese~ch. The i 
major 1.:!l:pllcatton is that tb,e se.arch tcr differences bet;of~n \ 
abusive and nonabUsi'7e fam.:!.lies has obscu::ed i=oortant c!.it- .! 
rereness a~ong abusers. It data p:sse:ted in th!s stud7 were I 
collapsed across clusters into one grou? and cocrpared to a group 
of non-ab'..1sers J co doubt sS7s!"a.l c!..!.ttsre!:cas woUld. ;:!erge. 
Those differences would depend on the pa.rttcula: strategy e~- I 
played in selecting a "com:rol" grOl.ll, bl.r.: in gene!:a.l one woUlc. I 

expect that the abusi::tg fam.ili;s", as eo grot.."P, ·Hould. tend to 
look ecoco~ca.llJ poorer, have 10~~~er parents (~d ~re 
single parents)' with a g=eater incidence ot abuse ~d neglect 
in their backgr~~~ds, have a h~ghe~ incidence of alcohol ~d 
drug abuse, have a hi~a.r i~ci~ecce of birth co~lica.tions, 
etc. 

These factors are theoretica~ ~te:esti~ ~~~ =any =i~t 
relia.bly d.isc~~na.te e.bus!.ng !:-o:::. :'loll-abusi.!:.g te.:ti.lles. On 
the other hand, t~sse facto~s when listed a~ together wo~~ 
also gi V~ e. !"a.tbe: ::!.islee.d.i:l; ~ictt.U:"~ ot the 11 a.'/era.;-a II abu.s'!.:lZ: 
family. ·~he.t· :?ict.ure wou!c. ceO- co~osad. 0: sa.lient char~t~=i.s­
tics fro~ each of the clusters and accurately portray only a 
tiny traction of the teal i~lies in the s~la. rnIerehces 
about 2tiol~gy based on the.t co~os~te 0= :ectors ~oUld a:so 
te!'ld to be !!!!.slea.c.!.:!g in that 't:::! 1Ia,.'!rere.ga It aOI"!s1.!:g f'a::.::!.:!.:: 
tioul1. be :::ore ot a. sta.tistica.l cons'C'.:'1.:.C.t than ao a.c.t~e.:" ! e:::i1.:,:. 

The e.d.;;a.nte.:ge c-: :he. cluster a.:le.!.ys,'!",s ;s.4r~or::.ed. ot! oU!:" c.ata. i::; 
that it clusters :~~l!es r~ther than t~-=i~ol~sJ anc d~!=er~~ces 
between ~a=i~is~ a~~e~t :a~ha= than ~~~~sh tte d~~c=~:!~a:~o~ 
~O~ler ot 'the a::al:ts:...s. 
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In Cluster 3, such fa.thers are J:!arried to ::'~lat:!..rlely stable 
~thers. ~he a~parent ~s1chalogical ~e-up of th~ fathars 
ti'lis thetl to their :;a::1l.lles, a.nd they ta.;"e out thei: asg:'es­
sions et ho~e, on the childreQJ in ~~ effort to assert t~e=­
selves. In eluste::' 4, :cst of the fa.thers are not~arriecl to 
the =others, oa.ny ~othe::,s liqe a.loee, a.nd the =others have a.n 
even ::!ore abusir;re !:1istory than do the fathars. We exoec t, 
then, that ~tcers, being the '.:Xlre abused of the p'l.ir~ ;;ou.ld 
more otten be t~a pe~etrators ot chi~~ abuse. 

The tlo:!.nt of tll:!.s illustra.tion is that bac;-::g::-ou.:::d ·;ar~.a.bles 
coc.sldered sir..gl:;r are not sttt!i~ient to e:ola.in or "":1r<.~dict 
a.buse, but when considered together and along '.~i'::h fa.:nily 
interactioo patterns, can pro~de a. powerful tco~cf a.calysiS. 

Pioa.ll7, the clusters also have i:pllcations for social polley. 
The ter:1 "ba.ttered child syndrol:1e" 'lias coL-:.ed to dr=tize the 
tlrobletl and ~crea.se the a.wareness of the ~rofes3iona.l ~~d lay 
communities of :!.ts seriousness a.cd prevale~ce. Tne ter~ was 
most successful in doing just that. ~ the ap9roAinate1y 15 
:rea.rs that it has been in uSe, ~~e ha'Te seen snor:::lOUS L'1creases i 

in awareness, chan;~s in legislation L~ al~ stateS, a: accelera-: 
t10n ot r!!!l?()rt~g ra.tes, and, recentlJ J sign!..:ficant :!.::l'tol'rem.ent 
ot the tederal gover~ent ~ the funding of research ~~d de~n­
stration projects. 

TJ:.e e!!ects ot th.is a.cti'f:!.ty have been fer: the :!los': part bene­
t1eial. 'Eowetrer, as re~orting statutes ha.ve ::roe..c:enec. J cat 
only =ere but also ~ore kinds ot abuse ar~ being r~orted. 
Most sta:tes, tor insta.~ceJ now L~cll,;.de "e=.ot:!.ona.l ir..ju:y" as 
grou.nds tor r:e~ortingJ 2.."ld a. ::-e'rised ":lodallt chi}.':' a.!:n.!Se 
re:port ing le.w nON u..."c.e:r ::oe V1e~i by EE":" broadens cor..sic.erabl:r 
the c~tego:i~s o~ abuse th&t certain p=~f=ssionals ~o~d be 
required to report (incluCing e~tional a.buse). ~ s~Qrt, the 
ub&tt~red child s~c!:O::::1~ 11 wi II li.!telJ' re~r:s=n-: a. !!luch s::.allezo 
'Percentage 0;: t~e total re~or"tec. ce.ses tt:s.tl Nas !o:=e::-lj the 
case. 

~e ter==, hcw~f7e: I is s-:~·ll c.orz=only usee. to cha:,actsr~ze t~e 
~nti:-~ s--:~c:t:"u::. of :-e-:or-:ec. child abuse cases. Such e. ~s­
re~r~sen~a:ion :&V hav~ serious conseC~2nces. ~~e te== 
ub&tterJ!d child synd:oO!! 'I c~ajt!.:'as t.-p "'the pic'tu:e ot a. hel:?:"~ss ... 
'infant be!.ng t1iciouslj (e..-.~c. sO=:''2t:!.:nes ::u:c.erol..!sly) e.sse.,cJ::ed 
<by h!.~ ca:~ta..~ers. This ~ic-:u:e :'ic"ta.:es tr..~ ,:lea-=. f-:::- a.."'l 
e:::.e:og!!lcJ =.ob111%a.~!.on of eo full ra..4g~ of :.::."otect~.v~ serv!..:!es., 
:-s~e~ia:,~; the :?o~~e an~{ :~u:,,=sJ .;nd._i; ~! er!!'s i:--":;:=c.!.=-~ ...os l1.:lg ___ s), a he-'Y re •• _ •• c_ Oll .. os.e. ~a.:_ •• o .. _s .'-i ='_v-
teet th~ L~~~t irae fu=th~r essault5. 

"These U!ou:r""a.le..:-~ll' e:::.~rg~t:t::; :;:rocoec.t.:.:"ss a.re 2.p~.rc;::=i.a:t:: e.~::' 
n8ees:;e.~:l !.:l soo~ cases. Z!l :o.at1:r others J ~owelle= I ~;,.~!' :la.j be 
a cr~sti= ov~rr~~~~c~ whi~h ;:od~c~s its own se~ ot ccn3e­
qc.er.cas. Ttej" :le~r pu~ !:he chile. a.~ :':..s:: :or ciet!.c.!:: =;-..c-:ioca~ 
d~velop~~nt b~ ~n~i3c=i=inata ~~d ;ro~~~g:~ ~a of ;os~e~ ca:e 
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effective ~hera~eutic ~rogr~ for the ~a:entsJ thus ~utti~g 
other chilcren under their ca:e at risk. 

To differentiate the cases where re~ova~ of the child trow. his 
home is i!ldlcated frow. cases Heers it is not is an e.nor::::ot:Sly 
difficult task. It involves clinical ~rediction trow. a 
(t~~icallJ) inadequate data base Hith risks attac~d to eit~er 
decision~ The difficulty of t~e task, however, does not 
change the fact that this decision is being cads all the tiale 
in juvenile co.~~s all.across the country. 

It is clea.:- that a g::-eater un<!.2rstand!.~ of the etiology- of 
chlld abuse is needed. Diagnosing a proble::!. as chi.ld abuse is 
only a first ste~ in deciding what to ~o about it. ~erha~s the 
'I:.1::I.e has come to begill yiewi!lg child aouse less as a diagnosis 
and !!lore as a s:;;:rptow.. The "battered. child sy lldrome" rsltre­
eellts only a fraction of all cases. Other etiolo~-cal sequences 
!!lust be ident~ied, so that protective serVice responses can 
be more precisely calibrated. to the s~ecitic needs in e~~ 
situation. 



------------------------

742 

REFEImrc!.S 

EOisvert, M. J. The ba.ttered clUld syndroce. Social Case­
~, 53(8), 475-480 (1972). 

Ca.ttell, R. 3. :c'a.c:tor analysis: An introduct"!:on to essentials." 
II. The rol~ ot ta.c:tor a.'1a.J.:rsis in research. BiCrt:!etrtcs, 
2l(2). 405-435 (1965). . 

Delsordo, J". D. 1:'rotective casework tor abused c'"'~dren. 
Children, 10, 2l3-218 (1963). 

Oil, D. p. 1:'hysiCal abuse ot children: ii'i.."ldings and i=li­
ca.tions of a nationwide'surveYr Pediatrics, 44(5) -
(Sup~le!:lent), 857-864 (1969). -

Gil, D. ii'. Violence Al1:a.Ulst Children, EL .... 'a:d Ull1verslt:::· 
Press, CemQri~ge, 1970, 

Helfer, R. E" &: Ke:!!pe, C. E. (E:d.s.). The Ba.ttered ChiJ.:!., 
University 0: Chicago ?ress, Chicago, 1960. 

Kel:1pe, C. 5:.; SU veoan, F. rr. i Ste.;)le, 3. 7!. i Droege:::.uel1er, 
Ii.; &: SilTIer, E •. ;C. The oll.ttered-chl:.d syndrome. 
Jo=al ot' tb~ A:lerican l.{ed!'c~ Associa;tion, 181, 17-24 
(1902) • 

Kerlt, J. T. :c'o11o'i/-l..1l stud:! ot a.bused cl:>.11dre..'1. Unpubllshec. 
study, DepL~ent ot rediatr_cs, School ot Medici:Le, 
University ot Southern Calitornia., 1972. 

Kent, J. T. Follow-up study ot abused chil~en. Journal ct 
Pedia.tric PsvcholoeJ, 4(2), 25-31 (197o,. 

Lamar J 3. Prot:1.1es ot child-3.bl.!Si.."".6 ~a.:n.il:!..es. Unoublisb.e:" 
Coctoral ~:!..sse:ta~ion, Ear~ard Un1vers~ty, C~b~dg~J 
t1.a.saa.chuset-:.a ~ 197-;'. 

Li~~tJ ~. J. A ~tuCJ ot abu$e~ a:d ~egl~ct~~ children ~~ 
America: A study of alte~a~~v= ;ol~c~es. Ea:v~:~ 
Educa;::ione.l ?e'lie'i/, 43(4). 356-555 (::"973:. 

II 



743 

Merrill, E. J. Physical abuse ot children: ft~ agency study. 
In V. Oe?raacis (~d.), ?rotecti~ T~e Battered Child • 
.At:!eJ;"ice.n f!umane Associa1:;i.on, De.'l"'il1,", ISola. 

SpUletta, J. J. J &: Rigler, D. The child-abusing parent: A 
. ps~cholOgical reView. PsycholO~Cal BUlletL'l, 77(4), 

a96-304 (1972). , 

S'l:ee;),~, B. F., &: Pollock, C. B. A 'psycniatric study CIt -oa.'"'"ents 
'Hho abUSe 1l:J.!a.nts and SUl.al.l children.\ In Ro. E. Helter, 
& C. E. Kenpe (Eds.), ~he Battered C~~ld. University of 
Chicago Press, Chicago, 1900. . 

Zalba, S. a. The a.bused child: A sm:'rey ot the proble.::!. 
Social TlTork. 11(4), 3-16 (1966). . .,r 



--~--.-' 




