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From the earliest days of orgamzatxon, the Chairmar, ¢ Commxssxoners and
Executive Director-of the Naticnal Commissich on the Cduses and Prevention

" "“iof Violence recognized the importance of reséarch in aLCOmpllShm“ the task -

of amlyzmg the many faceéts of violence in America, As a result of this
recognitiofi, the Commission has enjoyed the receptivily, ancouragement and
cooperation of & lafge. part of the scientific com,mumty in this country.
Because of the assistance given in.varying degrees by scores of sgliolars here
-and abroad, these Task Force reports represent some of the most eiabomte
work ever done on the major topics they cover, . 7 e

The Commission was formed on June 10, 1968, By the end of the monﬂ‘r,'

the Executive Director had gathered together a small cadre of capable young "

Jawyers from various Federal agenciesand law firms ground the country. That

“group was later augmented by pariners borrowed from some of the Nation’s

major Jaw firnis who served without compensation, Such-a professxonai group

" can be assembled more quickly than university faculty becatise the latter are -

not accustomed to quick institutional shifts after malting fitm cominitments
of teaching.or research-at 4 particular locus: Moreover, the legal professmn,
has; }Aong had a magor and tradltlonal mle m Federal agencxes #nd
.commissions. -y

In early July a broup of 50 persons from the academlc dlSClpllneS of
sociology, psychalogy; psychidtry, political science hxstory, law, and biology
were called ‘together ‘on short notice to discuss for 2 days how best: the
Commissiosi and its staff might proceed to analyze violence, The: emhusmstw
1esponse - ‘GE=these ‘scientists came at-a moment wheri our Natlon was stﬁi
suffermg from thie aged} of benator Kennedy’s assassination, -

assumed the role as a jonm undertakmg th bommon respdnsxbmhes Our‘

as adwsexs of consultants. and. engave in: new: research The

.\’\,. g

It was ‘clear from that meetinig that the scholars were pxepared to Jom ,
research analysis and action, interpretation; and policy. They were eager to
present to the American people the best available “data; -to. bring reason:to
bear where myth had prevailed. They cautioned agamst smphstsc solutions;
but-urged application of what is known in the semce of sa1 ulicies for the

: beneﬁt of the enme somety e e

functlon was to ‘enlist social-and: other scwntlsts tor Jom the.staff; to write -

&




‘state of our present know

"
i
|

|

|

decentralized structure of the staff, which at its peak numbered 100, required

research coordination to reduce duplication and, to fill in gaps among the -
original seven separate Task Forces. In general, the plan was for each Task, .
Force. to have’a pair of directors: oné a social scientist, one 2 lawyer. In d

number of instances, this formal structure bent before the necessities of
available personnel but in almost every case the Task Force work program
relied on both social scientists and-lawyers for its successful completion. In
addition to our work with the seven original Task Forces, we provided
consultation for the work of the eighth “Investigative’® Task Force, formed
originaily to investigate the-disorders at the |Democratic and Republican -
National Conventions and the civil strife in Cle eland during the summer of
1968 and eventually expanded to study campus disorders at several colleges
and universities. : L ‘\\. S o
: ,Thr‘qgg,}gqut: September - and’ October: and i{ December “of 11968 -the

Commission held about 30 days of public hearinjs related expressly to each

» of -the Task- Force areas, About 100 witnesses| testified, -including many

-scholars, Government officials, corporate executives as well as militants and

“lactivists of various persuasions; In addition to the hearings, the Commission

and- the staff met privately with scores of persons, including college
presidents, religious and youth leaders, and expérts in such areas as the media,
wvictim - compensation, and firearms. ‘The staff- participated -actively in’
structuring and conducting those hearings and -conferences.and in the

questioning of witnesses, SR RS B
~4Al Research Directors, we participated in structuring the strategy of design
for edch Task Force, but we listened more than directed. We have known the
delicate details.of some of tlie statistical. problems: and computer runs. We -

“have drgued over philosophy and syntax; we have offered bibliographical and .

other fesource materials, we have wtitten portions of reports and-copy edited
nthers'\;‘yln short, we know the enofmous-energy and devotion, the long hours
and accelerated study that membeérs of each Task Force have investedin their

* labors. In retrospect we are amazed at the high caliber and quantity of ‘the

poaterial produced, much of which truly represents, the best in research and

“scholarship. About 150 separate papers and- projects were involved_in the

work ‘ culminating in" the Task Force reports.. We feel less that we have
orchestrated than that wg have been members of the orchestra, and that
together withi the entire staff we have helped.compose a repertoire of current
knowledge about the endrmously complex ‘subject of this Commission, ¢

That scholarly research is predominant in”the*work here presented -is

P

-evident in the product. But we should like-to emphasize that the }oles‘\glfﬁch,j"
we occupied were nbt limitéd to scholatly inquiry. The Directors of Resedrch

were afforded an:fpportunﬁty 10 parti’éipatg in all Cobmmission meetings. We

erigaged in discuss {ong‘.kat::tl%btirigheg,}; levels of decisionmaking, and had great
freedom in the seldction of'scholars, inthe control of research budgets, and in

the direction and design of research: If this was not unique, it is at least an
uncommon degrée . of prominence “accorded research by a " national
- There were threg, m

ajor levels to our research pursuit: (1) summarizing the

ge and clarifying the lacunae where more armew. i

" within the limits of time and funds available; Coming from- a. university

“analyzi it fi dught the pleti h meaningful
. hours analyzing data, we at first thought that corrggktmg much meaningful
" new research within a matter of months was most unlikely. But the need was

./ One of the very réwarding aspects of these research sindertakings has been

y fiercely arguing, with other minds trained in. behavioral science. The

' interdisciplinary debate. Any sign of approaching the priestly pontification of

«yrequired for the normal actumulation of ¢xperience were compressed into

“otherwise might have been.

- Commission. These :are volumes published under the authority of the

_ Task Forces. Commission memibers have, of courle; commented on earlier

.drafts of each Task Force, and have caused altefations by reason’ of th',{: :
cogency of their remarks and insights. But the final responsibility for what is.

“ontained in these volumes rests fully and properly on the research staffs who.

“the experience of minds trained in the law mingling and meshing, sometimes

-faculties were sharpened as theories confronted facts. The arrogance neither

.

research'iéﬁould be encouraged; (2) accelerating kﬁdvy;ﬁ ohgoing researchiso as
to make it available to the Task Forces; (3) undertaking new research projects

setting where the pace of research is more conducive to reflection and quiet

matched by the talent and enthusiasm of .the staff, and t!le Tgsk Ff)rc¢s very
early had begun enough new projects to lemnch a smal»_l;ufuversxty with a score
of doctoral theses. It is well to remember. also that in ‘eachr Yolu;pe I}ere
preéfented, the research reported is on full public display and’ thereby ’ma.}v;es
tkfé staff more than usually accountable for theirpraducts. - -

organizational - structure and the substantive issu¢s ‘of each Task P:orce
required members from both groups. Intuitive judgment and the logic of

argument and organization : blended, not .always s_m_oqthly, with ‘."the
methodology of science and statistical reasoning. Critical and analytical

of ignorance nor of certainty could long endure the doubts and questions of .

scientism was quickly dispelled in the matrix .of ‘mutual criticism. Years

ith others who:had equally valid but differing

this:process, these Vé,lgx__nes are much richer than they

months" of Sharingid
‘perspectives. Becaiise'of!

. Partly ‘because of the freedom which the Commission gave to the TDif{' ctors
of Research and the Directors -of each Task Force, and partly-tofetain the
full integrity of the research work in publication, these reports of the Task
Forces are in the ‘posture of being submitted to. and received by the

Commission, but they do not necessarily = represent the yigws‘ or the
conclusions ‘of the: “"Commissicnfr=——$hﬂw:§emmission is. presently g‘c work
producing its own report, based in part on the materials presented to it by the

labored.on them. . = T o S
~In this sdnnection, we should like to acknowledge the special leadership of

the Chaiyman. Dr. Milton' S.”Eisenhower, in formulating and suppoting the

‘principle of research freedom and autonomy under which this work has been:

- conducted,

We note, finally, that these yolumes are "irjx\‘?panyf respects incomplete and
tentative, The urgenéwith which pipers were prepared ’a.nd t;lefl ’;ntle:grajted
into Task Force Reports rendered impossible the successive siftings of data

- and argument to which the typical academic articlesor volume is’subjected.

0

The reports have benefited greatly from the counsel of our cg}le‘égues on 't‘he;l» ’




o Adwsory Panel, anyd:fro‘xﬁ"»much debate and revision from within the staff. It~ ;-
~+is.our hope, that the total work effort of the Commission staff will be the

‘souree and subjéct of continued research by scholars in ths several disciplines,
.85 Wwell as a useful resource for policymakers. We feel .certain that public
policy-and the disciplines will benefit greatly from such further work.

* R

:qf?cjhtt_hs‘ COmmissian;gnd especidlly fo its Chairman, for th‘e»voppo,rtunity :
i they - provided for -éfcom‘j_)let'e research freedom, and to the staff for its
predigious and prolific, work, ‘we, who were intermediaries and servants-to

both, are most grateful;

- James F Short, Jr.
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‘SUMMARY,

To mrlhons of Amencans few thmgs are mOre pervasiye; moge” frrghtemng,

“more real today than violent crime and the fear of beirig assaulted nugged,

robbed or raped. The fear of being victimized by criminal-attack has fouched -
. us all;in some way. People are fleeing their residences in cities to the expected

safety of suburban living, Residents of many areas will not go out on the
sireet at night. Others have" added bars and exira locks to windows and doors
in theirhomes. Bus dnvers in major cities do noﬁf carry cash because incidents
of robbery have been so frequent. In some areas local citizens patrol the
streets at night to attain the safety they feel has not been provided.

The private market is;responding to the inadequacies of our public
response.. Safety has become a-commodity th s explicitly sold or rented
with real .estate, One new high-cost subd;wrsron znder construction outside

“Washington, .D. C., will be guarded by electronic alarms. The - entire
“development will be surrounded by two fences, broken for entry at only two
-points, both with guardhouses. Residents will be. ‘telephoned to approve
“visitors, The two miles ‘of fencing will ' be sun/eyed by a closed-circuit

television system and fortrﬂed by hidden electromc $ensors. All residents wrll
garry special credentials for identification.

If present. trends are not positively reditected, bv creatlve new actron, we
can expect further social fragmentation of the urban environment, formation

_ _of excessrvely parochial communities, greater segregation of drfferent racial
«+ .groups, and’ economic classes, jmposition of presumptive definitions of
L cnmmahty on. the :poor and on racial minorities, a possible resurgence of .~
* communal wgrlantrsm and polarization of attitudes,on a variety of issues. It is -
.- logical to- expect the establishment of ‘the “defensrve crty,’?, the modern

counterpart of the. fortified ‘medieval city, consisting : of an 'economically

“declining’ central business district in the inner city protected by -people

shopping or workmg in buildings during daytrme hours dnd “sealed off? by

-polrce during: mghttrme hours. High-rise apartment buildings ﬂmd residential
“compounds” will be fortified “cells” for. ‘upper-, middle-, and - }nghqncome'
- populations” living at: “prime ‘locations " in the . inner city. Suburban "
nerghborhoods, geographically ‘removed from the central city, will be “safe--
areas,” protected mainly by racial and’ economrcjxomogemty and by distance
from population groups with the highest propensities to .commit crimes,
Mapy parts -of central citles will witness frequent and wrdespread crime,

- perhaps out of poljce control. . : ’
\ The fragrle sense oi‘ commumty that enables us to live and work peaceably

t(.

ether in common pstltutxons i in danger Unchecked criminal violence

a concervably lead e'ven toa collapse of the nation and socrety as'we: know -

kA o x’xvrr ;

g e
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them, or g, 2 dxctatorshrp to restore order by - represslon S‘rort -of thls

hostile groups will produce an mcreasmgly weakened society.
We must act now if the trend i 1s 10 be xe\ersed

THE DIMENSIONS OF VIOLENT CRIME .

How much violent crime exists in- the Umted %tates‘? Who comrmts these.
acts? Who are thie victims?. Are we more “violent now than we' have been
“historically? Are we more violent than other countries?

 Jast 10 years have been substant]al

o ' al Number Rate Per Percent Increase
‘ 1968 100, 000 19581968
Crimigl homicide 13,960 S 68 o ¢ 52.
Foruble rape : 31,'@“@ 18 \\ Y
Robbery 266,760 . C1310 0 143
Aggravated assault 286,360 14713 82

ut hlstory ~does not allow simple conclusions to be drawn‘ Nahonal

since the 1930%s. Scattered accounts pnoxf to then give no unequwocal proof
1., that the rates of criminal violence today are significantly greater than in the
“more distant past, “Alarming” increases in robbery and other violent crimes

—are on record before the Revolution, and the first century after independence

saw years of considerable violence. |
S - The F.BI’s Umform Crime Repom are the oniy ‘pational crime data
i ~ available and consist: of voluntary submissions by most local police

e jurisdictions in the country on offenses known to the police and arrests made: .

The FBI states that such data imust be read with great caution. Based on

of the actual Ievels and trends of violent crimes in the United"States. :

ik T’he greatest problem'in courting crime is the considerible gap between
the reported figures and the #ue ﬁgures, It ha’s been estimated by the Crime
Commission that the “frue rate of major violent crime as” well as serious
property crime may be neaﬂy twice as high as the reported rate. Reasons for
the gap include failure of citizens to report because they belisve POLIEE GOt
b effective in solvmg crime, do not w\sm to take t‘he time 1o report, do m\t
know how to report, or fear reprisal.’ e

inherent biases. Compared to whites, Hegroes may be disproportionately -
arrested on sugpicion. The resulting arrést statistics, therefore, may indicate a
relatively higher Negro involvement in crime thag is valid. Of equal concem is
,the faet that many pohce depar’tmems aze upgradmg therr reportmg

extreme, the Tegacy of bitterness, distrust, and consequent ~iolence among

Available figures from the FBL Uniforin Crime Reports, such as' those in.
the table below, indicate that the amount and rate of violent crime over the =

information ‘on crimes of violence has been available i this country only -

e voluntary disclosures by tocal police, these statistics are irfierfect measures »

Many other problems exist. For example, arrest data have numerous

o
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« o serious violence noticeably highér than other industrial’ Gountries, or among -

procedures, so recent reported crime increases in some cities may well reﬂect
more complete disclosure of the vrolence that was always present rather than. -

any real increase in crime.. - .
Balancing the numerous reportmg problems agamst the dramatx

~-increases in major violence, we nonetheless conglude that there hw(e;b gen

srgmﬁcant increases in the true rates of homicides, assaults, and robberxes
 during the last 10 years. Although there has been wlarge reported i mcrease in’
“the forcible rape rate, the associated reporting dlfﬁcultles are too great to
allow firm conclusions about a true increase.

- From - numercus . sources, including the Umform Cnme Reports,

S m'l,em crime i§ primarily a‘phenomenon of large cities. The 26 cities with
Po; \5{( tions of 500,000 or more contribute about half of the total reported
majoryiolent crimes, but comprise only about one-fifth of the total reporting

oy

k:r-'u

~populaizon. Violent crime in the city is primarily committed by youths

group. continued increase of the youthful age groups portends a parallel

increase! 'rQ future violence. e [
Unsurpnsmgly, a sxgmﬁcant proportlon of the recent increase:in major

violence jis attributable fo migration of the population from rura¥ to urban

“ betweep! 'ﬁ'}he ages of 18 and 24, followed by youths in the 15-17-year age
aj-*

areas andf'
the rest of4he population. Thus, part of the real increase in violent crime is
. due to basig emograp}uc shifts, rather than to pathogenic forces. .~ ~
“Violent: urban crime is overwhelmingly comritted by males. The reported
male honuq,rde»arrest rate in large cities is five times the female rate, and the

" robbery" ‘FAENs 20 times ‘nigher. Similarly,, poor, uneducated persons with

little or no employment skills are much more. likely to commit a serious act
of criminal violence than persons higher on the socioeconomic ladder.

In spite of the numerous deficiericies in arrest data, true rates of violent
o\gme by Negroes appear to be .considerably higher than - rgtes for whites.
‘Reported urban arrest rates-are -much Jugher for Negroes in all four major
violent crime categories, ranging up to 16 times as- lugh for robbery- and 17
times ‘as high for homicide. Correlations of data by race do not, of couise,
reflect differential social, economrc,qob educational, and opportumty status
“between black and white groupings. The urgent need to reduce viglent crimes
among urban Negro:youth is obvious, requiring.a-total effort toward changing
the demoralizing conditions and  life~pattems of Negroes the unequal
“opportunity and- dlscnmmauon they confront -in this country, and the
OVercrowdmg and decay oi the: urban ghetto 8 1n w}uch most of. them must
live,

Although it is drfﬁcult to make compansons an{ong natrons with Thelr
different histories;- cultures, Jevels of development,’ crrmmal statutes; and

- stafistical reporting, procedures, the United States probably has true rates of

JERC

o “the highest, Our rate for criminal homicide is virtually unslur assed by ratesin

7 other industrialized - societies.  The ‘prevalence of guns . offers  a partral

mdependent stpdies, and.the Task -Force seventeen city victim-offender *
- survey, we have sketched a rough profile 6f violent crime as follows:

& q{g.an increase of the proportion-of people aged 15 to 24 relative to -

explanatmn-—the Umted States w1th¢’.200 mﬂhon people averages 6,500 gun
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- criminals create misconceptions about thie relatronshlp Alikitigh

in other mdustnahzed countries. Our rates for swcnde vrolent auto famlrhes
and burglarv, ‘although high, do not: stand out as much. We are often not

. alone in incidents of criminal vrolence especially when recent trends are [}
compareditc England ‘and Wales but wé are constantly a leaderin companson EREE b

today, but they o not reyeal the underlymg cultural and historical tattitude .
toward violence xploring thrs theme, a survey done for the Violence

Commrssxon ‘shows that the. incidence of “legitimate” violence and “normal”
deviance” 1§ diffused - throughoutlAmencan habits: most of us have been

,spanked as'children (93 percent); more importantly, the frequency of people
- being siapped* and kicked (55 percent), or beaten (31 percent) is also high.
“"Many more have withessed acts of vrolence ranging from schoolyard fights to

‘much more serious incidents.
", Our ‘statistics show -that a young man is’ partacularly hable to become

, delinquent if he lives in wretched housing near the:center of a large

mettopolitan area, without a fathier in the house, with low incomie, unstable
‘employment, little education, and in a subculture that has a grievance against
society and the police. These features describe the conditions and prospects
of Negro youth in the urban ghettoes. Many become vrolent offenders

involving Negroes attac}'mg Negroes Robbery is the one major vrolent crime -

- o, With a high infer-racial component: although a large proportion of robberies '
“involve Negro offenders and victims, an ever larger percentage appears to‘ ‘

involve Negroes robbing whites. -

--Contrary " to common fears of * vrolence in the streel” commrtted by
strangers, there is a strong hkehhood that when homicide and assault- OCCur
they will be between relatives, fnend or goquaintances in the home or other
indoor locations: Forcible rape is consrderably more: likely to be perpe
by a stranger. who may pick a woman up on the, street but will most pTobably

~ commit the act indoors:. Robbery usually oecurs ‘outside among strangers, and
50 may be the only senous vroﬂent cnme tc(msrstent with’ many‘« ‘

conceptrons

\[

however, difficult to determine. Sensatronal Dress teporés of “drug-c

need to support his habit 'often leads him to- burglary or ol o
little evidence that .narcotics and drugs cause -violent behavm a rectl

However, use of both alcohol and drug§‘ean weaken- inhibiting co‘ntrols:\_,gjf
thereby making potential violence more possrble In addition, aieohol is
' itali

mvolved in' more than 25 000 (ove ues' and in

;many Hesser acordents e

110 evldence'

#
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liberties are threatened with a cry to:“‘do something” to//k put 'a sto

k demagoguery and v1g11ante actron, mcrease The posmbrhtfy of compro"

: vrolence weakens the cohes1on of a socretu/ and- the autbonty of _ts

behavior. Quite to the contrary, it: makes many usérs iore relaxed. On the

“other hand, hallucinogens such as LSD have often cauaed extreme reactions

and even psychos1sr 3

In analyzing the mteractron between the wctrm and the offender, we find -

that the victim, the offender, or both were often drinking prior to homicide,
assault, ‘and rape, and there is good reason to believe that the victim
sometimes provokes or helps precipitate homicide; assault and,-to a lesser
‘extent, robbery. The ostensible motives in homicide and assault are often

relatively trivial, usually involving altercations, family quarrels, Jealous rages,

and the like. The two crimes are very snmlar and there is rio reason to believe

that the" assaulter sets out with any less intention to harm - than the kxller.;
Except for the/senousness of their final outcomes, the.important distinction .

is that homicides most often: involve handgiins while kruves are most common
in assault, v

- We have- intensively studied the criminal hrstOrles £ many offendera and
conclude that by far the greatest proportion of il serigus “violernce - is
committed by repeaters, not by one-time offenders. When all offenders are

“compared, the numbér of hard-core repeaters is. small relative ‘to the number

of one-time offenders, yet the former. :group- has ggmuch higher rate of
violence and inflicts considerably ‘more serious injury. A" violent offender
released from an institution, if he recidivates, appears most likely to commit
crime roughly 2-to 3 years after release; and the length of sentence seems to
bear no regular relationship ‘to the chance of recidivating among violent
offenders. If anythmg,;ihere fnay be a tendency. for violent offenders who
have ‘served longer seme{iiies\to recrdrvate more often than. those who have
served shorter sentences.. FAA ~

~»Such -are. the ‘dimensions of vrolent crime in Amenca
violencé are enormously high, both in dollars and in ps¥chic: o
‘damage. Millions are spent to maintain the law enforcement and criminal
justice system, but the real costs are paid by those: whose lives and spirits are

-

crippled: by -it. We can_ readily conceive’ the psychologlcal damage to
- individuals and their families when victimized by rape, murder, and physcial

harm. However, the impact on the community may be less readily grasped. In

* our society; we hold a delicate balance between values such as mdmdualmm

and conformity, hberty and security, progress and stability. Pervasive violerice
yreates a climate of fear and mistrust of others, which seriously degrades the

normal social and political interaction ‘that holds: a society together Under - ,
the fear of violence, the use of- public facilities such as parks. declines; racral [

conflict  and segregation into subcultures ‘increases; communities
nelghborhoods break up as people withdraw inward or flee the area; an

violence.” New ‘undesirable .social- groups and practices, such as poli

polanzatron and confhct are - hreghtened by escalatmg vrolence In ‘short,

XXXI o

that it Teads to the-use of more dangerous drug’s“br that it causes aggressive

¥ osts: of such %




/ - govemment Instead of calhng attention to trouble areas, it mziy give rise to

vicious spual of new, ﬁonﬂtct vmlence and soc;al dxsmtegra’oom e
R b

EXP ANATIONS OF VIOLENT CRIME SR % o

s there sometlnng in an mdm iual’s blOlOgIC{;ll and genetlc makeup that
. foankexplain -his violent: b(‘havwﬁ" Although we Emd differences among age,
M +sex, and racial gioups in the: 'tendency to vxdlent bekavior, there is no
P . “wgvidence to luﬂc thise variations {o gene 1& or bioll igxcal difference, Social and’
% cultural expc,nencus appear mpre jmportant m molding ‘behavior. - For

mm,\tl‘e expl;rnatxon appiears to lie far thss in theid biological differences than
in thei\\komal upbringig and dlffetmg cultural ‘roles, The female “child is
usually: more ;upeersed than thé male] she is taught to,be soft, gentle, and
wcomplidnt, while, eSpeually in
be toligh. ’]I‘he wom’in s role ns wife, mother, and homemaker tends to
involve her m far fewf;r s1tuatlons that can lead to criminal or violent
‘behavior. Bven!if a wonfan is, caught up in the meshes of the law, the social
_-attitude toward her ten és {0 be sympathetic and protective, rather than harsh
- and punitive. 1gnpoﬂan y, however, when the culfuraliroles of women and
“men‘come to iresemble each other, theu rates of crime. and vxolence also
become more simildy, -
Man\has the capac Iy for aggressmn, but ev;dence that he is mnately
aggressive.  has ! ; not Heen: persugsive, “Whatever the - capabilities 'of an
individual-~whether helis intelligent or feebleminded, suffers brain damage or

his environmentjand 1 e kmds of socxal mteract;on he has w1th the people
‘around him.

violence are lodged- in| all individuals, but success or’ failure in controlling

environment. A psychdanalytic understanding of the dynamics of personal
b behaviof is important| for the treatment of a- violent person but such
treatment is ‘usually osnly successful when violénce is a symptom of some
mental illniess and not aj*‘normal” or functional reaction to outside forces.
“Iisum, although the b1010g1ca1 gsychologxcal and psychiatric factors
. ‘underlymg violent behayior have 2 role, We must more carefully congider the
. external mﬂuenc&s that|help create personalities with different capacities for
violence and: d1ffexent ab itities for dlvertmg aggressxon m’co socxally acceptable
- channels. ; }k
" Much can bq‘ leamed« about aggressxon and/ molence by examxmng the
'dynarmcs of sogialization of the young .child. The newbom -child -is - a
“natural” deviant so far: % he has to be socialized into conformity. Uxml he

o en 3

. and demands attentxon I\ is thmugh the /process. of socialization that he
, - learns approved| or ‘“normative” behavior ‘and i ‘able to postpone his
A nnmechate needé' for gratxﬁce\n\1 0. If gratxﬁcauon;;, matenal and othermsv,
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I SR examnle, although data show thaﬂt wolnin are cledrly much less ¢riminal than -

& ghetfo subculture, the male is encoutaged -

chromosomal: a’c\normaJ ities—the likelihood that he will turii to either normal
or.criminal behavior d< pends not so much on these charagteristics, But: upon.

What of persoraahth factors" Psychologlcally, ‘potential aggresswenessaand |

thent are dependent ' ?rx the interaction between the individual and his’

learns otherwme, ‘he seizes\and takes what he can, screams for his own way,(

are percewed as low in quality, quantlty, and general attractweness the child
will be less likely to learn approved behavior and may weil learn to lie, cheat,

and be dishonorable to gratify his unpulses as duectw and as 1mmedmte1y as
hecan. ;
" 'The learning pattern into devxant behavior contams the -following

elélments no firm and continuing inducement to conform to the norms of

peaceful, legal behavior; an unattractive payoff for conformity. in relation to .

the prospectw» costs; relatwaly few models of successful normative behavior;
more impressive models of succéssful deviant behavior; the perception that
deviant behavigrifs easier, less costly, and more tewarding than conforming
behavior; and” ‘the presence-of an established- group of individuals who are
involved in, and may be dctively recruiting others into devmnt behawor, Under
these condmons there is a hlgh probability that deviant behavior will be
engaged in, particularly if it is reinforced by success and gratification,

-Ancluding acceptance by one’s already deviant peers. Ini order to outweigh the

attractiveness of deviant behavior and its promises, it is necessary to build a

: supelstructure of restraints and rewards that will have value for the child.

Meaningful and rewarding relationships are-needed with others—friends and

~famgly, peess- anid community. With these relationships, the child gaing

feelitzzs of comfort, Security, approval and self-esteem. And it is the
oorm&twe behavior of these groups ‘that he uses‘as the model of his own

" behavior. Gratifying tewards of love and security, power, and prestige must

be present if ‘the child is ta be. persuaded 1o accept the general normative life.
By this means, s individual acquites a “stake” he does not wish to risk; one
that he values enough to put aside recurring impulses 1o deviant behavior, He
learns that his stake will be th danger if hediither uses vidlence or encourages
it, outside the,  general normatiy o_r(legmmate framework,

The concept of “stake” is very important in learninig to contro} oné’s
impulses to criminal and violent activity. It is an investment in society that
makes it possible to Build habﬁs ‘of deferring gratification, for without

something to bargain with, there is no altraction in bargaining, A stake can be.

a reputation valued; a certain esteem:or prestige enjoyed with people about

w\ om one cares; 2 level of material comfort;:a future for oneself or for one’s

children; acceptance as a member of various groups community, family,
neighborhood, occupation, nationality, ‘whatever. 1t is obvious that the more

stake one has; -the more ‘oné stands o lose and the more hkely he is t?

exercise restraint’in thel" defense
That large segmems (Z

numeroua models for”deviant behavior,san be seen from an understanding of

Yife in’ the urban ghetio, where the most severe of cnmmogemc forces are

_ constapfly at work.

' If fhe.dms in the United. States were defmed stnctly on the basis of
- dilapidated housing; inadequate sanitary facilities, and overcrowding, more

“than five million families, or one-sixth of the urban populatlon, could be
“classified ‘as slum mhab;tants, Many of the deteriorated houses in the $lums
have been the primary targets of clearance and renewal pro;ects, yet only a
small percentage of new buildings constructed on the razed sites have been
open to former 1nhab1tants, Usban renewal programs, therefore seém-to be
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‘our populatlon lack a “stake” and have all too:_




llmmng rather than expanding tne number of housmg units in the sections to.
which the poor and nonwhite have most access. The resultis more intensive over-

crowding. Everi when new housmg becomes available;itis often too expenswe
The ghetto.child growq up in these circumstances, on streets littered with
trash, discarded hquor bottles, ssleeping drunks, narcotic addicts, and

prostitutes. Home life is.characterized by crowded sleeping. arrangements, -

inadequate plumbing and sanitary facilities, falling plaster, rats, roaches, and a

sh1ftmg group of relatives housed in incredibly few rooms, Personal .

possessions are few and minimal respect exists for the property of others.

There is little to hold a child close to this kmd of home and his parents often )

lose control of his activities.

Employment problems
untrained, add to the negative influences- in deteriorating urban areas.
beventy-one percent of all Negro workers ‘are concentrated in' the lowest
paying and lowest skilled occupations. They are the last 'to be hired and the
first to be laid off. The unemployment rate for nonwhites is twice as h1°h as

‘that for whites, although there has been some improvement in recent years.

The realities of employment are clearly reflected in the figures on mcome
Although Negto:family income in the cities has recently increased to a
median of $5,623 at present, this figure represents only 68 percent of the
average white family income. While one-third of the Negro. families in cities
lived on $4,000 a year or less, only 16 percent of the whites did.

The -urban school system -often fail§ to counteract thOSe'ianUences that
draw individuals toward crime and violence. The link: between school failure
and delinquency is not completely known, but there is evidence that youths
who - fail . within ‘the school system .contribute  disproportionately to
delinquency. One estimate is that.the incidence of delmquency among
dropouts is 10 times higher than among youths who stay in school.

The public school should be & major institution for the transmlsslon of
. legitimate values and goals of society. Recent commissions:and studies,

however, have pointed out that the school system is failing to reach all youth
equally and is thus contributing to low achievement and school dropouts. The

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights noted from its survey of 75 major central

cities that 75 percent of all Negro elementary school students were attending

+ institutions that were 90 percent or more Negro; while 83 percent.of the
white elementary school’ students in those same cities were: attending schools

that were 90 percent to entircly white, 1t has been estimated that by 1975
80 percent ofall ‘Negro pupnls in the 20 largest cities, or half the nation’

Negro populatlon will be attending schools that are 90 to 100 percent Negrol
~ School segregation is particularlp unfortunate in light of the finding of the
Coleman Report that minority group pupﬂ athievement appears more

.-affected by 'the ‘school environment than is the case for majority groups. .« ; .
When a white pupil from a home strongly supportive of education was placed
1in a school were-most pupils did not come from such homes, his achievement ;
was little different than if he were in a school with students of similar home,
- backgrounds. Yet when a minority pupil from a home with little stress on:

education was put in with studénts from backgxounds strongly encouraging
educatxon his achlevement was likely to increase,
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;particularly - as they affect the young andk

D
nment “in which these basic institutions: fail is also highly
eleasing the ‘individual from community restramts more easily.
rban - enwronrnents and prov1d1ng greater opportunity  for
deviance. The'pollce are often strangers carrymg out théir duties in; at worst,
an alien subcommunity and; at best, ameng an anonymous sst of subjects.
Metropolitan areas Wwith mass population, mar

other plices. Property is insured, afid consumer goods in more: vbundance are

vividly displayed and more portable.
- Combine poverty, deteriorated and madequate housmg, lack of good

employment - opportunities,’ es.onomxc dependency, poor educatxon, and
anonymous living with population dejlslty, social and spatial mobility, ethnic
and class heterogeneity, reduced famdy functions, and broken homes—and an
interrelated .complex of- powerful cnnnnogemc ferces is, produced by the

¢ ghetto environment.

The impact of these forces is ‘more clear when they are set against the
normative behavior:American society encouragés, the pervasive beliefs that
help us determine who js'good and who is bad, who is successful and who'is a
failure, who is worthy and who is not.

in American culture, the belief that the_ well«bemg of others should be '

safeguarded is balanced against belief in the mdlnvxduahsnc pursuit of success.
The competitive road to success is accorded great emphasis in American life,

and achievement is often measured in material terms. Failure to achieve, .

especially when aspirations are moreased can cause deep frustration.

~There are different ways to cope w1th this frustration. One can corniform to.
the system, take solace in the fact that others are even further behind, and
perhaps make false clalms of success and associate with those of higher status.
Or on¢ may withdraw: alcohol, drugs, mental illness, and suicide are possible
avenues. of escape. One can reject the dominant values of the system, or
accept them ritualistically without ‘conviction, often living a life of quiet
des»)eranon One can reject the-values and substitute others. Hippies and
mény students are but contémporary examples of alternative value sources
that in the past have ranged from church congregations to artist colonies and
revolutxonary movements:

‘Finally, one can accept the competitive, system but not the sogcially
approved ;rules for rurning it, choosing instead illegitimate means for

- enhancing one’s posmon Having little stake in the systen, those in this last

category see little to gain by playmg according to. the rulés and little to lose
by not. The leap to violence is not far, for in an effort to secure material
goods and services beyond those avaﬂable from legitimate sources, lower class
members without work skills and education are pulled into crimes for which

force or threat of force has a functional utility. Being,the less: skﬂled and. -
educated members- of a professed ‘open  society, these people are more

Tesponsive to opportunities for illegal gain and less constrained to seek that
gain by violent methods. .

. 'The role of frustrataon suggests that violent. aggresswe crimes, such as.
homicide, assault and rape, might partially be viewed as expressive of pent-up”
‘ rage over not having sufficient opportunities to gain, Yat this perspectlve,
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y,,comrnercxal establishments;:
-and hlghly visible wealth provide more frequent opportunmes for theft than
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séems more satrsfactory i explaining acqur \\t}ve cnmes, such as robbcry or

« burglary, whether or:not they are violent.

More useful in explaining aggressive violence is the notron that the urban
ghetto produces 4 subculture within the dommam American middle” class
culture in which aggressive~Violence is accepted ds normative and natural in
everyday life, not _necessarily -illicit. A subculture of violence is not the
product -of cities dlone. The thugs of India, the vedetta barbaricing in Sardina,
and the/,.‘af Toso in Sicily have existed for many years. But the contemporary

' NAmcrrcan city has the accouterments not only for the;birth but also-for the

highly accelerated development of violent subculturcs, and it is in these

cultural settings that most violent. aggressrve crimes.in faot oceur.

Violence, of course, is not absent fiaim the established middle class culture
of the majority in our society. It is simply the greater frequency and approval
of illegitimate violence that distinguishes: the subculture of viclence fromi the
dommant culture pattern

who do, prrmanly yo\mg males, violence is not the' only or predomman
mode of expressron When it is used, the context oftén involves the desire to
prove one’s masculinity -and to become a successful member of ghetto
society. Male adolescence: Tequires rehearsal of the toughness, heavy drinking,
and quick aggressive responses that are charactenstrc of the lower class adult

From the perspective of dominant mrddle class

: 7ds, the motives in
crrmmal homicide and ‘aggravated - assault—main

ltercations, family.

quartels, and Jealousy——are ‘cheap issues for which people trade their lives or’
. becoms senously injured. Yet they are much more reasonable if we accept

he existence of a ghetto subculture of viclerice in which a much wider range
~ of situations are perceived by many ‘as justifying.an aggressive response. An

altercation. with overtones threatemng a young man’s masculinity, a drunken

misundérstanding between “husband and wife on. Saturday night, a -

;. competition for the same woman—these can be more than trivial events in.an

o generated occur within the’ ghetto slum is consistent’
- homicide, assault, and rape-'are predommantly intraracial, involving Negro

has reduced social controls,

environment that accepts violénce as a norm, 57 JWS easy access to weapons,

is physically deteriorated and segregated from ,ﬁé rest of the commumty, and

. The suggestion that the conflict situations in whr ‘Aggressive crimes are

offenders victimizing other Negroes in a majonty of: cases. Those who
subscqbe to subcultural 'violence, therefore, are ofte
conscious ‘guilt, because their victims are likely to bclong to the same
subculture, Bven law -abiding’ members of the nerghborhood may’ not view

various illegal exp é\srons ‘of violence as menacing or immoral, Thus, when

the victims see: thq ssaulters as agents 6f the same kind of aggression that
they themselves rep,\es nt -viplent retaliation is reaclaly legrtrrmzed

To be young, paar, I ale ant Negro to want what the open stcigty claims
is avarlahle “but » mostl}i to othe,rs, to. see ﬂlegltrmate and of h violent
' m! tenai success; and to observe others‘using these

* means successfully and wrﬁ\ rmpumty——ls to be burdened with an enormous
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ith the facts that

ot. burdened by |

* = = Much of the same can be said about guns in, Amencan socrety. The ease
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’ ///nence further shape the valyes and form the mentality of many American
( |

et -
setiof influences that pull many toward crime;: and delrhquency. Thw"current
political -and social posture of minority groups reinforces the préssure,
creating an awnrehess and expectation that unfortunately far outdistance any
real progress toward eqguality that has been made... .

If the ‘poor, young, black male with little stake in socrety is soualrzed into
thewways of violence by his immediate subculture, he is also ur]der the
influence :of many forces from the general, dominant cuiture. Violetice is a

pervasive theme today in the mass media. The sheer frequency of screened |

violence, its. intensity as /,.ell as its context, and the myrrad forms it takes,
cannot claim. to instill-firm notions of nonvrolence in the vieweys. Unless the
assertion that such violence encourdges violent belmvmr {or strips us of our
sensitivity. to"it) is counteredtby scientifically acceptable evidence, we are
playing a dangerous game with the influence rt rrmj have on the young of
:fuday and adults of tommorrow.

with which anyone over 18 can obtain firearms is well documurtcd During
ithe past decade, about 29 million new guns have been. aclcled by domestic
production and rmpornon Weak or unenforced statutes on;possession Or use
of firearms and the stimulus of advertising morease the availability. Today,
, - half of our populatron ‘could be armed. if guns in this. country were evenly
distributed, N
~"Mail-order apd other firearm advertrsements, the highest gun-to populatron
'ratro in the world, the glorification of guns in our history, and the daily
television drsplays of guns in:the hands of heroes surely play no positive role
if mrrurruzrng violence, These and many other socializing forces colored with

outh

\ : THE RISE IN VIOLENT CRIME,
If, as we belreve the COl‘ld]thnSr of life: for mner-crty populatrons are
arbnly responsible for the sharp drfference\rm violent crime rates between
" thes® populations and other groups in ourjsaeciety, there remains a puzzlmg
paradox to be considered: Why, we must ask; lvave urban violent crime rates
“:ihcreased - substantially during the past decade'wm,n the conditions that are
supposed to cause vrolent crime have not. wo' '“ncd—have mdeed generally
~improved? - . B
The -Bureau of the “Census,-in its latest report on trends in.social and
'economrc conditions-in metropolitan areas, states that most “indicators of
v{ell -being point toward progress in the cities since 1960:” Thus, for example,
lhe proportion of blacks in cities who completed high school rose from 43
percent in-1960 to 61 percent in 1968;. unemploym nt rates dropped
significantly between 1959 and 1967 (from $6,720.t6757,813), and the
. médlan family income ‘of blacks in- cities mcreased from

“during the same period the number of persons living below the legally-de
V«poverty level in cities declmed from 11.3 mrllron to 8.3 million.
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“percent to 68:
# per“’éent of the median white family income during the same périod, Also -
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“There are some nnportant counter-trends. The unemployment rate for
biarks though- lower, contmued to be about twice that for whites.
U:lemployment among black. tcenagers in cities increased by a-third between

4960 and 1968 (to 30 percent two and one-half times the urban white
" teenager rate) Moregvér, fi jgures indicating a closing of the family income gap

between blacks and whiteg in the 1960’s do not reﬂec a number of critical
details, such as the fact that in cities black men who Wbrked the year round
in '1967:84ned about seven-tenths as much as white workers and that this
fraction - was unchangedl since 1959, or the fact that the “dependency

o fatio”=the number of children per thousand adult males—for blacks is nearly

“wice that for whites, and the gap widened sharply in the 1960’. The degree
of poverty -among the Negro'poor in metropolitan areas remained severe, half

- the families reporting ingomes $1,000. &% \7more below the Social Security
5

Administration’s poverty budpet of $3,335/for a family of four. We also find

_a significant increase in the number of childiren growmg up in broken homes,
eepecnally arnong Negroes” and lower mco s J}amﬂnes in the cities. Among

Negroes in the cities in 1968 with mcmvﬁyifel w.$4,000, only one-fourth of
all children were living with both parents, as compared to-one-half for white
families of ‘the same income level. ‘Significantly, for families with incomes of
$10,000 per year, this difference bhetween white and black families
disappears. g : 3

Wiratever may be the correct over-all judgment on the change in inner-city
living conditioris' over the“past ten years, it is clear, however, that the change
has been less dramatic than the change in violent crime rates during this
period. How is this discrepancy to be explained? Why, if a high percentage of
the crime in our citiés is caused by faétors such as poverty ‘and racial
discrimination, has it increased in a period of unprecedented prosperity for
most Americans and in a time of painfully slow and unfven but genuine
progress toward racial equahty" These questions are not subceptible to precise

‘scientific answers, but it is possible to offer informed judgments about them.

In our considered opinion, the following factors have been significantly
operative in the increasing levels of violent crime in-the inner cities: -

e The United States has been- changing with bewildering rapldxty—
scientifically, technologically, socially, and politically. Americans literally are
changing how we. work, how we live, kow we think, how we manage our vast
enterprise. Socmloglsts and anthropologxsts have long observed that rapid
social change leads to a breakdown of traditional socjal roles and institutional
controls over the behavior‘of young and old alike—but partleularly the young,

who, becavse of the social change, are less likely to be socialized into -

traditionial’ ways of doing things (and not doing them) and, hence,
meffecmvely constrained by these tradlhonal ways. This process includes the

‘breakdown in traditional - notions” of civility, respect for -elders and the
institutions and patterns of conduct they represent, property. rights, ways of ’

8¢ ittling disputes, relations betwgen the sexes and many other matters,

With economic and technical progress in th\ﬁ United States has conie

increased affluence for most—but not all—of the mey bers of our society. This

‘combination -of rapid social change and unevenly distributed affluence is
‘devastating. At a time when established ways of doing things, traditions.of
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,morahty, and attitudes abgut personal and propé rty rights arq‘ changing, nsmg

levéls of affluence, interdcting jwith - pubhc promises. of a/ better life and
television displays of still more afﬂuence have created expeci'mons that have .

outstripped reality, particularly jamong' the poor and eSchxally the poor (I

black. Rising income statistics loolf reassuring untxl onml focuses on the
contmumg gap between black and whlte incomes:

- We have in this country what has'been referred toasa revolutlon of rising
expectatlons” born of unprecedented prosperity, changes inthe law, wars on
- poverty, epace spectacula(s, and 4 host of other features of cdntemporary life.

But a rapid increase in human expectations followed by obvious failure to
meet those expectations has been and continues-to be a prescription for

“violence. Disappointed has manifested itself not only¥in riots and violen?

demonstrations—but may also be reflected m the mcreasmg levels of V1olent
crime.
.o Qur-agencies of law enforcement have not been strengthcned suffie 1ent1y

to ‘contain the violence that normally accompanies rapid sgcial cbange and

the fadure to fulﬁll human expectatlons. The crxmmal justlce process,

'become less effectxve as a deterrent to cmme and as* a't:mstrument for

rehabilitating those who are apprehended and convxctehc'l‘ ‘ N

» Public order in a free society does not and-cannol rest solely on
applications or threats -of force by the authorities: It m &tialso rest on the
people’s acceptance of the legmmacy of the rule-making institutions of the

political and social order and of the rules these institutions make. Persons

obey the rules of society when the groups with which they identify approve
those who abide by. the rules and disapprove those who viclate them. Such

expressions of approval, and disapproval are forthcommg only if the group
beheves that the rule-making institutions are in fact entitled to rule—that is,
are “legitimate.” What weakens the legitimacy of social and  political
1nst1tut10ns cont‘mutes to law-breaking, including violent crime.:

In recent years .a number of forces have converged to weaken the
legitimacy of our institutions. The spectacle of governors defymg court
orders, pohce unlawfully beating demonstrators, looters and rioters going
unapprenended and unpumshed and college youth attacking society’s rules
and vilues, makes it easier, even more “logical,” for disadvantaged young
people, whose attachment to law-abiding behavior already is tenuous,to slip

" into law-breaking behavior when the opportunity presents itself.In-addition,
_“pervasive suspicion. that personal greed and corruption are preyalent among

even the h]ghest public officials has fed the idea among the - poor that nearly
everyone is ““on the take,” and that the real $rime is in getting caught.

The beliefs that some’ “2laim to be widéty held among poor young ghetto
males—that the “system” in- the United States-is cdllecciVely guilty of “white

* racism” and of-prosecuting an, “immoral” war.in Vi¢tnam-have also tended
toimpair the moral impact upon them of our re tramed the commission of
violent crimes against society. i - s

. These. three factors-—dlsappomtments of rlinorities in the revoll.tlbn of
Tising exXpectations,- the weakenmg of law enforcement, and . the loss of
mstnutxonal legltlmacy in the wew of many——h\gve had their effects on crime
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rates througho‘ut our society. It is not surprising, however, that their greatest -

impact lias been in the innér-cities, among the young, the poor, the male, the
black. It is there that reality -most frustrated expectations, that law
enforcement provides the least protection, and that the social and political
institutions of society serve the needs of the individual least efféctively. It is
in the inner-city that a subculture of viofence, already flourishing, is further
strengthened by the block gr { aspirations whose fulfillment would lead out
of ‘the subculture; by the faillire ‘of criminal justice system that would deter
adherence to undesirable subcultural values, and by the weakness of
institutions which would inculcate a competing set of Valueé and attitudes.
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GUIDELINES FOR A’CTION AND RESEARCH

S
& Socral Reconstructron

If we aré to alleviate the oot causes of vrolence as well as other mountmg
problems in a complex, changing, intérdéperident society, the problems that
change brmgs to the socrety must be antrclpated Our mstrtutlons of

Sy

them and nnplementmg a response Piecemeal reactions :mequahtxes and:*

problems after they have redached crisis proportions are inadequate; wasteful,
and ineffective. The United Stdtes can continue to flourish only if pohtrcal
leaders and government officials, businessmen, university scholars, church
leaders, opinion molders of media, and the general public, all anticipate

developmg problems and topether solve them wrtb sufficient speed resources,

and will.

. Changing job technologres agrrcult[lrral overproductron vast mrgratron" “of
rural blacks and whites to cities, urban sprawl, and decay of central¢ities
with festering ghettos are not- mdlvrdual problems with separate solutions.

They are orie problem. To alarge extent, our current high levels of crime and

violence are symptoms and a part of a single American social problem. We
therefore call for deliberate social reconstruction to solve our probléms of
race and poverty, of inequality and vrolence

A comprehensrve range.of policies afé necessary that in the short run witl

help contain’ and- control violence and in the-longer run wrll resolve the”

underlying 1nequa11t1es and attitudes that are its root causes. © -~
- Ouir philosophy is'that safety and justice are intertwined, Those changes in
the lives of the deprived population that will mvofle“‘
we believe, will provlde more safety for the rest of the: populatron

The ﬁrst essential in a program to lessen violence in A'merica is continued
national econacinic- progréssiand prosperity. This requires government policies

to maintain a }Lgh general level of income and employment as 1he best overall

, 1 means “for “ending povertv and deprivation. But general mackogconomic
{rce to insure that all deprived- individuals and -

pohcres wﬂl 1ot alone
“groups are brought«-n- -GUT fgrowmg populafron, especially ~ for: young
Jobseekers Toend unemployment we must assist the black the: young, and
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inore justice for them, 0

the elderly, to a decent standard of living.

- and lack of responsibility for hisf cnwronment are partly a product ofieE

! urban resident a “stake” in his-comamn

L Improvement of citizén accessta the
~ badly needed. lCommumty Service Centers “dire Orie answer. They ~would

. maximum use of local people as workers.
~“overcome government red tape include loca ofﬁ(:es’z”'i’if,

~ . Evidence indicates that Negro families in -integrated communities’ readily
NMadopt rmddle class behavior: and norms We recommend expenments in

/,

and through programs to develop more bus;,ness actrvrty in the ghetto& with
increased rmnontv participation in managenient and owner.,hrp ',‘&’@ '
Those 'who cannot work~the old, the disabled, the family wrthont/a wage

eatner—still have a\\ nghl to decent living without fear and degradutron But

their burden is too great for state and local governments, whose welfare
programs vary widely and inconisistently in their adequacy. Thu a national
mrmmum welfare pohcy is needed-—perhaps along the-lines of the negative
income tax—that will insure the right of all crtrzens, especrally cl'uldren and

More than 4 minimum mcome level s requrred to end the culturp -of
poveity and depnvatlon tha.t traps mauy Americans. The' decaying slumw,f't
the centér of our major cifies remam,"the setting'and breeding ground. tgii
much of ‘the nation’s pove xty and wolence Extensrve reconstruction of QU
urban envlronment in all its/facets wxll’be required. The Model Cities prograrh
offers co‘nsrderable promise _in 1ts, concepts of experimentation: and
demonstration of what cmcentratecl “efforts by ‘all levels of governmenf
working with' local citizens can do to; rebuﬂd their urban environment. In»t 1e
mass society of -our growing url)an areas, the individual’s sense of ahen‘;{f{on

=SNG
powerless and dependent on- anonymolls forces of* government that hélr'tl fot

;‘J &
control or influence.. Measures are  needed to - organize .cohi*nu" ity

involvement and partrcrpatron not’ only by the ghetto dweller; buf by all-

urban groups, in the puhhc decisions 'wh\ch affect their lives, thereby 6ulldmg
community pride; cohesion, and’ responsibility. - Gaining - servites and
influencing government through the\ normal political process will give the
: hxle reducmg the a]renatron and

frustration that breed violence.

coordinate ‘and drspense services rendered . by traditional crty;f state” and

federal’ agencies, including such functions are job ‘counseling and training,

family counseling, adult education, and the like. Centers should lue scattéred
close to ithe. population in various sections of the city and should make
" hes fsﬁ:‘e'j;ms for; citizens to
éhandle griévances
agdinst ‘public officials and private *business. We urg\:{ that "the federal

goveinment fund- experimental projécts designed to serve Sthese purposes: .

the hard-core unemployed through prrvat and public }ob training prﬁgrams, .
through vigorous government and private a('tron to-end job dlscrmnnatlon, ’

dlver,e government service agencres is

The most serious general problem is the concentration iri urban ghettoes of

Negroes and other minorities’ caught in-a-vicious subculture of poverty and

vrolence Their chances for full integration into the larger American iculture

miostly- depend on breakmg through the walls of discriminatory housing
practrces Direct federal housing programs and those that seek to aid imvate

- construction of dwellings - should *be ' closely controlled ‘to insure that‘

Ininorities- have full ‘access to housing throughout our cities and suh‘ '

(]
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subsidized scattered relocation and redistribution of poot ghetto famrhes into -
middle class white communities where integration with its accompanying

opportunities would break those cultural pattems that sustarn poverty and
violence. :

For the barriers of housmg discrimination to fall as well as for the urban
énvironment to be rebuilt, a new level of housing programs must be

~ developed. We must have programs to build adequate, inexpensive | homes for

urban dwelless, while maintaining and rehabilitating old units. There will be
100 million more Americans to house by the turn of the century. The task of
housing thein: offers an opportunrty to build new urban centers (“New
Towns”), fully integrated in race and-class, yet planned and governed to

furnish -the best in environment, edueatron, and commumty rnvolvement and

participation.

Hope for: srgmﬁcant social reconstructron wrt.h diminished vrolence lies in
the future generations, the cohorts of children and youth growing up each
year, The solutions that will break the cycle of violence liz in their upbringing
and socrahzatlon into the socrety—fr(mi; preschonl days through - formal
education to adult jobs and marriage. From the earliest preschool age;
children must learn the costs and dangers of violent behavior, and how.to
work and play cooperatrvely without violence. We. recommend that the

President” convene a White House. Confgrence on Family Life' and Child::
Development to discover problem areas in American child rering and youth .
and to discuss needed changes and the oovemmental action necessary to-

support them.
Although: further research is required to understand the psycholotncal and

social contributions of early childhood to later violent behavior, we do know k_ Bl
that many - children in -our society are: deprived of adequate affection,

attention, and stimulation in the curcial preschool years. As a 1esult, they are
handicapped, both socially and educationally. The Head Start experience
offers much useful information ‘and ‘advice . for developing preschool

programs, both formally and informallv ‘a the home that would stimulate

the 'young child’s thind and teach him .0 develop normal relatronshrps with
adults and: other children in which violent habits would be minimized. A

o ining, - accompanied. by considerable ' parent
ctrmatron, sinto easdy ipracticable. methods of

,stnnulatmg, disciplining, and otherwise reamng children, could go far to

minimize frustration and violence in poor children, while at the same time
helping: to equalize their future opportumtres in life. Because the attitudes
and / Practices oft parents and. community “are. vital to, the efﬁcrency and

, long-tem success-of such a program, a strategy for preschool training should
“be desrgned to popularize it and. meet obvious needs of the community.

Wra ed‘;ktupm with preschool. trarmng and the child’s early. learmng of

.+,..behavior Is the. problem of ‘child abusé, Those who abuse théir children tend .

- to feel madequate and overwhélmed by | the problems and stresses of family
life and child care. Child abuse might be minimized by. expandmg day-care .
centers for children -of workmg mothers, Head Start programs and parental
educatwn in child rearing. Commu'nty Servrce Centers or other local facilities L

should provrde needed farmly semces such as counsehngand health servrces

XLI[
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More study is -also needed -on the role of primary and secondary schools

' and their- capabilities in- mtegratmg children, especially those from deprived
subcultifes, into the rorms and values of the larger, society, -thereby

decreasing tendencies toward violent behavior. We do know that.our public

~gducational system, overburdened and madequate as it may be for the tasks,

remains the major single instrument for opening opportunities for success,
influencing patterns  of future behavror; and -recognizing and answering

-specific. individual problems and needs before they -become dangerous.

Teacher training, school-community relatrons programs for dropouts and

: educat:onally handicapped adults, and many other ateas of education deserve
“more research and national support: for the roles they can play.in drmrmshmg »

violence it America,
Criminal violence is oniy one aspect of the protest of youth but 1t isa
significant ‘one: in 1966, men under the age of 25 accounted for over 70

“percent of arrests for robberies, burglaries, and rapes. Policy responses based

on  ihe” broadest possible perspectives are required. We recommend the

~ creation of new roles for youth, so that young people can lend their energies,
visions, and skills to the decision making processes of this country and learn
. through their partrerpatron that . peaceful change can be affected within the

framework of democratic . institutions. Innovatrons in youth self-help
programs are needed with partrcu!ar emphasis on the rnvolvernent of

kR 1ndrgeneous youth in plamrng -angd gperatron

- In an effort to vestore the respect of youth for our. laws we sbould legalrze
marrhuana use, ot possession for use by persons over 18 years of age. There is

no. reliable. scientific evidence of harmful effects, nor is there evrdence of « '

marihuana’s being a. steppmgstone to hard narcotics. Through our “harsh

* criminal statutes on marihuana use and in light of evidence that alcohol dbuse

accounts for far more destruction than any known psychoactrve substance

generally. We-have also. criminalized untold numbers of young pecple, The
do not support harsh treatment, Although we do notintend to
encourage Use; because' as wrth any psychoactrve substance abuse can be

mf]uences, and the hke e R R wo ‘ W

SAFETY F OR TI-IE NON CRIMINAL POPULATION

g today, we have caused large numbers of our youth to lose respect for ourlaws

‘We do not suggest that broad socral reconstructron will ehmmate all -
criminal violence and recognize that in the short run the risk and drfﬁculty of.

committing crifne and violence must be mcreased SO

- The key to safety lies in the criminal justice system—polrce; courts, and:

_corrections.. Yet the system’ has been shockingly ineffective. Personiel at all

levels: are severely - understaffed, ‘training- is, madequate, equipment and
facilities are archaic, and fundrng is minimal. In spite-of efforts at prevention,

the largest - percentage of -all crimes known to the pohce ‘do not result in -

rmpnsonment or probation. In 1968, only 86 percent ‘of Homicides; 55

vpercent of forcrble rapes, 27. percent of robbenes ‘and 66 percent iof
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aggravated assaults resulted in arrest. Of ‘all "‘arrests, only some tesult in
prosecution; of all prosecutions, only some result in determination of guilt; of
all those found guilty; only some end up incarcerated. The attrition between
commxssnon and institutionalization varies by crime—in some categones more
than 90 percent of all crimes known tc pohce do not® result in
institutionalization  or probahonary ‘treatment; outside “the walls. ‘And the
crimes known to: police are only a fraction of’ ‘allcrimes comnutted so it is
quite clear that the “preventlve” aspect of the s'yatem of cmrmnal Justlce is far
form effective,

-Otie response is expanded ‘use: ‘of new. polrce techmques, equrpment and
strategles for deterring’ crime.: Control by deterrence is primarily effective
against rational and impersonal crime, such as burglaries, street robberies, and
some assaults. Tt is here that expenments will intense police patrolling, stréet

lighting, surveillance, and alarm systems should be encouraged. Ways of

“target  hardening”—making - victims *and property - less susceptible - to
attack—need to be imaginatively explored by all levels of police and
Oovernment -as well as by urban designers and private manufacturers;
Residential buildings, meludmg parking ‘and rotites of access, should be
designed for maximum feasible security @nd deterrence of crime. Perhaps
teams with expertise in both security and desrgn could evaluate residential
areas, schools, parks, and other facilities‘in order to develop more secure
patterns - of “use, ‘The -areas of pohc : equlpment and’ orgamzatron—
communicafions, police car, nonlethal ' -weapons, command- centers—offer
considerable prospect of improvement. Computers and statistical methods
have already proved their 1mmense value m understandmg and predrctmg
criminal patterns.

‘The ready availability of ﬁrearms to almost anyone increases the problems

of control and “the likelihood of violence. ‘Tighter federal and local laws

. tegulating the sale, licensing, and ownership of 'deadly firearms are therefore

necessary throughout the nation. The passage ‘and diligent enforcement of
effective Jaws for licensing and control of salesof firearms could materrally

- lower thé level of and damage from violence ini America.

- Because of organized crime’s impact ‘in weakening local govern'nent and
law enforcement as well as public respect for law; we recommend a more
vigorous. and. aggressive attack on organized crime-and .its actrwtles by all
agencies and levels of government, The dimensions of the pro &
that national leadership and law enforcément agencies play the m

_an all-out coordinated campaign against organized crime. We recom end the

“continuation of the strategies and -recommenddtions proposed "by the:
" President’s: Crime Commission, with the furthier investment of "fzaatronal
attention, will and resources necessary for success. The. task ‘will req‘ulre use -
of all avallable tools and techmques to obtam proof of- criminal violation, o

-.part of - organized * criminal

, ienterpnse suppressron of ﬂlegal orgamzed gamblmg, and reduction. in the
movement of illegally acquired funds,into legitimate commercial activities.
- A strategy to. reducevand ‘control crime and violence can only be as .
effeetwe as-the: personnel and organization Jmplementmg it and the citizens
,supportmg m Planmng and esources must be drrected -at -upgrading

CEal

professronal personnel and developjng the approprlate understandmg and
mutual support in the-common problem among the diverse public officials
and the: general -public. Improved. training, professional standards', and career

~ opportunities for police are needed, but e¢qually important are broader

recruitment : and- -careful screemng"of polrce as well as better community
relations,. especially with deprived minorities. Perhaps-more than any other
representative, the pohceman directly demonstrates the attitudes and interest
of the larger socretygto the poor dnd deprived communities of our cities.

-About half the cslls to which policemen respond are 1nc1dents growing out
of quarrels among - intimates, and: certainly. a..great gmount of criminal
homicide, -aggravated assault, and- forcible tape n/volve families and:
acquaintances. Because both ‘the outcome of these inci flents and the gereral
state of police-community relations depend-on the pol{ceman s attitudes and
skills- as - a conflict. resolver, we  recommend , that 6 police be: specially -
prepared -and sensitized for these functions: in thelr try mmg and operations..
Imaginative innovations such as “domestic quarrel tearris are needed, as well
as: closeg:fs}ohce cooperation . with " such - purely sooral agencres as’ suicide
preventro.r ‘and mental health services.

Courts and correctional institutiohs have- the dlfﬁcult task of controlling
cnrmnal ‘offenders -after arrest while attempting to alter their inclinations

" toward violent and illicit- behavior .info habits more acceptable and legitimate

in our society. Both systems gre wdefully overburdened and inadequate 1n,,
relation to their swelling caseload of offenders.

. A 1964 study estrmated that 1'in every 9'youths (1 in 6 for: boys only)
would be referred toa Juvemle court before his 18th birthday. The juvenile:
justice systemyis therefore especially critical in diminishing recidivism, yet it

‘has generall"’operated}l with Jow prestige and inadequate resource\l in the

overall justice system, The Supreme Court’s Gault decision has 1mposed
stricter procedural safeguards, including the right to  counsel, for young
‘offenders: in Juvemle courts. In light of Gault and of the Crime Commission’s .
findings, - we: reiterate their recommendations for- increased ‘prejudicial
disposition of all juvenile cases not requiring: ad]udrcatlon State legal codes
‘tovering juvenile -offenses. should be narrowed to encompass only those

“Hffbnses considered crimes when committed by an adult. At the same time,

rxore. non-judicial supervision ‘and assistance should - be furnished young
offenders, in contrast \to currently inadequate probation ‘practices  that
frequently stigmatize a yeuth without constructively influericing his behavior.

"Phare ‘are many, often \eonﬂlctmg, correctional goals, including punishing

,thi offende? and restraining him from doing more harm to the community;

deterring - him ~and - other potential offenders from future - offenses;

e rehab;lrtatmg him into: accepted patterns of behavior;and. remtegratmg him
“into: full cmzenshrp in’ the community. Unfortunately, public: opinion:-and -

resulting 1nst1tutronal ‘actions ‘usually - emphasize .immediate - restraint,

punishment and deterrence over the more long-run goals of rehabilitation and -
reintegration.. The former approach has faxled No satisfactory data- exist:to.
s'how that length of sentence bears any real’relationship to rec1dmsm among _
V1ol ent offenders. In.fact, there may be a hlgher recxdrvrsm rate for vrolenf

- offenders who have served fonger sentences
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* release, before they become habituated chronic offenders. - S
These recommendations for improving the adult and juvenile corrections .

Mast major violence as well as the most serious injury is committed by a

. relatively small coré of recidivists. It would therefore app"e:\ar that  the

corrections system-has done little for tng:‘ offenders with whom 'we are most
concerned. Yet high recidivism rates come as no surprise to persons
experienced in the facts of prisoni life. Most prisons are schools for crime.,
Prison . experience ;no ‘I.nally' degrades and demoralizes men ‘detdching them
even further from apy integrative ties with the normal and legitimate

community, As-a fxes’dlt,van averagé .term-in -prison ‘today probably does as-

much to create crime as it does to deter or prevent it. We can expect littie else
from an environment that is perhaps more criminogenic than even the urban
ghetto environment from which most prisoners originally come: :

‘The entire correcﬂional system. ‘must be reconstructed. in light of this
evidence. The goal of rehabilitation must be given first priority. The offender
must. acquire “the attitudes, habits, and work skills: necessary to play a
respectable, satisfying role in society. Programs such as pretral. releases
without bail, supervised ‘rehabilitation of offenders in tht%’\ community with
minimal or no confinement, smaller specialized instititions with more

“educational, job-training, counseling, and therapy services are needed.

Each offender has-a particular background and personality; and so the

cotrectional treatment of court and correctional institutions should involve to

mix of strategies best tailored-to turning the individual offender toward a
more normal law-biding way of life. This requirement is especially important
for juveniles and first offenders..Very few first offenders are hardened into
patterns of ‘violent, criminal bthavior and can be readily returned to
legitimate patterns. But all too often they imprisoned in local jails or large
““total institutions™ of correction and restraint. . -

- As the offender is reintegrated into society, he mustv ﬁnéf:‘a decent job z“md,‘

accepted position in-the community. He requires not only the supervision of
parole but continued assistance=and- access to financial and other services to
help give him a “stake” in his community. The priority of effort should again
be on youth and-new offenders, “especially during the 2 or 3 years after

systems - will ; require:snot only. -increased funds but aiso much more

' professional talent and effort. Upgraded and expanded correctional staffs.

could be supplemented by recruiting part-time assistance from the professions

of ‘the community. Young lawyers or law students employed in programs

such as-a: Youth Justice' Corps:could ensure that-young offenders receive the
legal and counseling services‘they need. Local Youth Service Centers.and even
existing private organizations. could serve to make professional help more
readily available to juvenile ‘offenders; ' : ‘

.In considering society’s response to violence, we do not limit ourselves to-

the perpetrators of violence. We <also have a responsibility to the innocent
victims of violénce, who' often are left impoverished ‘during long expensive

- recoveriesi Because it is impractical for victims to obtain compensation from
- their attackers, weistrongly endorse victim compensation by the government
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to victims of major violent crimes and:call on federal and state legislatures to
adopt such plans, ; : : ;

The policies and programs needed to alleviate and control the prob!erp of
crime and violence will require coordinated support and numerous specialized
services from all levels of government. Most urgently needed is better
information on crime, criminals, and our criminal justice system as itactpally
operates. The Crime Commission report and ‘the recent reportion National
Needs for Criminal Justice Statistics by the Bureau of the Census both
offered recommendations for a better system of crime statistics, by improving
coordination and integration of numerous federal,y state, and local agen.cies
now collecting data on crime and violence. The Statistics Center, authorized
as an arm of the National Institute of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice,

- together with the FBD’s National Crime Information Center, the National

-Center for Health Statistics of the National Institute-of Mental Health, the

Children’s Bureau, and the National Safety Council, all have roles to play in
collecting and evaluating statistical data on individual violencg.

: %
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. CONCLUSION "
We emphasize that there. can bé no genuine safety vnthogt teal Justufe.
Stability and security come only when the citizens of a society accept its-
rules of conduct as legitimate drid reasonable; this acceptance can be expected

10 p’reVéﬂzgeneral}y only amopg those -who find they can enjoy the normal
benefits and pleasures of life/in law-abiding ways. It is those : gr‘o.ups’m‘o;st
deprived of respect, opportunity, and the sense of responsible participation in
our society who contribute most to its violence. And it is thgse programs
leading to social justice for all our citizens that in the 1Gng run will »reduce the
causes of violence in America. P o :
" The various rising trends of violence in America today constitute a
national problem requiring ‘a national response. Our public officials, t.he
leaders of governments and our people, must press that public response with
the necessary programs, resources, energy, and persuasive leadership. Perhaps

“even more critical than the governmental response is the collective response
of the American people. Only a fuller commitment to the: task can insure
justice and safety for all. S SN 4




~PART 1l

EXPLANAT IONS OF
INDIVIDUAL VIOLENCE

Explﬂnatiqns of crimes of violence can i’nvolve
! . either or both of two factors; (1) those present
) inside of man, such as biological or psychological
mechanisms, processes, or drives; (2) something
oiitside. of rian, that is, social forces and values ©
that shape the individual life. \

There are obviously many facets to man and
many ways to look at the manner in which he acts,
Various scienctific dlsmplmes consider human
behavior in specialized ways. Bmlognsts, including
| “ geneticists, are particularly interested in the genetnc ‘
l’, makeup of man and. what there may be in the
! makeup of mankind in genetal and of some special
men in particular that ‘may help account for their
/ behavior,

l ~ Behavioral scientists vxew man as a set of
internal systems or personallty structures, The
| model includes the process of thinking, feeling,
! willing, as well as the incorporation of attntudes,

The struggle of man to satisfy his drives and needs

is also an important element of this system. ‘

" Sociologists and anth;opologlsts are concerned
- with organized patterns of behavior that are shaped

- by the requirements of sustaining organized social

life.  These vary from place to place and tl< e to

time in’ conformlty with traditional patter 5. of

- response; tothese lequlrements. Anthropologists

“focus on the concept of culture--the learned and -

socially transmitted heritage of arts and artifacts.

Sociologists focus on_  the concept os ‘social
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institutions, statutes, roles, norms, and/Sanctions, n -economic variables, In the process of¥eviewing the
emphasizing particularly the sets of mutual ‘: _ impact of the internal and external forces on the
expectations and obligations that are built into the . formation of personalities who engage lm crimes of
positions that all people normally occupy. 1 violence, we hope to improve our undg g?andmg of
It has heen common for these specialists to “the phenomena and, consequently, F ‘ablhty
focus on their own dlsmplmary concerns and pay H o= intervene successfully in reducmg criminal Y
little attention io developments in  other - violence. ,
disciplines, even though all are concerned with man )
and  his behavior. Because the geneticist is
concerned with the role of genes in human
behavior, he tends to deemphasize, though not = o :
deny, the possible relevance. of psychic S ‘ ' sk
organwatnon, cultural themes, and social norms. In 2N : : :
turn, each of the other d1sc1plmary specialities
emphasizes those factors or variables around which :
his own discipline revolves. . o o o R
Recent develoPments in edch of these dlsc1phnes L ' ‘ , i
have tended to bring all of ‘these students of human - AT S S

behavior closer together. There are now scientists
who are .concerned with the interaction betwéen
~ biological and social factors'.and between the ] _ ;
“ individual and society., They ask, for instance, il ; e i
. about the contribution of the genetic inheritance -
of an individual or.group to the variations in the * ¥
'mtelhgence or other capatities of the group, in

o comparison to the contribution made by the social
and cultural conditions of the life of ‘that group. : :

E - They may also agk, in the explanation of the rate : o
of violence in a particular groui}_) how much can be : 3 S
explained in terms of shared-culture patterns and 4 ey
how much must be attributed {6 particular sets of : Gl
organized attitudes which are characterlstlc of the
group.

e These are overly sunphfled versions of the ; . . ; ,
‘. differences between the growing relations among - . : ‘ . . : -

i various scientific disciplines concerned with man. - ' : :

However, theydosndicate that pictures of human
_ behavior differ accordmg to the scientific approach

followed S oo
-in order to present a complete approach toan

. understandmg of crime “and v1olence, it is
unportant to survey the range of major theories. -
from various disciplines. These chapters set. forth -
what ‘is known about genetic = determinants,
attitudinal and *‘need” varlables, - patterns of
culture and social orgamzatlon, “social class, and -
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BIOLOGICAL EXPLANATIONS

INTRODUCTION

The belief that something in the naturé of man explains why peopie
behave as-they do is both ancient and contemporary. We suspect that the
attractiveness of this disarmingly simple idea is due in large part to the fact
that it is such an easy form. of explanation. For if man is by nature, or
instinctively, warlike or criminal, or if one group of men is more warlﬂfe or
criminal than another, no further inquiry is necessary, Nothing can be done
about such a condition except to proteut ourselves against such natural
tendencies.

Labeling behavior as natural or mstmctlve, however, advances fieither
understanding nor control of such behavior. Scientists have long since
“‘abandoned such simplistic notions concerning the causes.of human behavior.
They ask, instead, “In what ways do biological factors influence human
behavior? What are the relevant biological factors-and the mechanisms by

% which they influénce behavior?” The recent reyival of interest in the

x\posmbﬂ.ty that. certain inherited -biological featurts may in fact be very
\important i shapmg human behavior reflects these scientific concerns andAs
deservmg of serious attention,

. GENES AND BEHAVIOR Ty

.The basis for all bxologxcal features of men are the genes, the units é{
nherltance acquired from one’s parents at the time of conception, Thi

patemal sperm and the' maternal egg contribute an equal number ox
,chromosomes, or gene bundles, though they do not each necessarily Pqually
‘influence the makeup of the child.

In the genes are all the materials from which the bodily structures and
processes are built; the/atiato Qy, physiology, and bijochemistry of man derive
their basic components from> ‘the genes. The role of genes Is described as
fol'ows §

The genes exert their mﬂuence through pathways that consist of the
organ systems of the:body and the funcuomng of these systems. The
initial pathway from each gene pair .. [gives rise] ... to what Taight

4 be called the primary gene produm . [Through this process] .. . the
i genetic mformatxon carried in ’thp DNA mﬁlecule of which the gene is
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composed . .. [is transcribed] ...into RNA molecules which
subsequently are’involved in the determination of the specificity of an
enzyme. The enzymes are the organic catalysts without which the

physiological functioning of the body would immediately halt, The .

processes of digestion, of nervous system conduction,.of dark adaptlon
of the retina, of muscular contraction, of urine formatron—-a]l of these
and all the rest of the functions that comprise the living organism are
dependent, at some stage, upon the functioning of enzymes. Different
genotypes résult in different enzymes, and thus 1nﬂuence the efficiency
of these biochemical processes.1

The crucial question in understanding human behawor, as social biologists
« now put it, is-that of the relationship between man’s biological inheritance .-

and his sooxal expenences From the.moment of conception on, these two
sets of fézzes j join to shape the mdivrdual into what he will become how he
will behave. / :

Modern genetics research suggests the following;

e Genes and théir derivatives (anatomrcal ‘physiological, blochemrcal etc)
provide man with capabilities to behave; e.g., because he can metabolize food
he can survive and run and fi ight and make love. .

e ‘Genes set”certain limits nn ‘what man canand cannot ‘do. Lacking the
genetic makeup for wings, man cannot fly without the aid of mechanical
appurtenances. And men vary inutheir bro]ogrcal ‘endowment for certain
activities, such as the specialized abilities involved in athletrcs, though much
learning is involved in the development of these.

-e. Genes generate various kinds of needs and tensions. —Feelmgs of hunger
and ‘the need for sleep are al} to some extent biologically shaped. Genes thus
set loose in the world a creature with certain needs which must be gratlﬁed if
that individual is to survive. -~ '

e Genes help determine man’s appearance.—Such features as body shape,
skin color, facial structure, muscular development, amount of body harr and
beard, and eye color are largely determined by inherited materials,

But, genes do not determrne what ‘mén will believe; nor what will
.command their~loyalties. Neither genes for biological factors generally.
determine. the objects of men’s attentions, whom they will like or dislike,
whether they will obey the law or prefer sapitalism, socialism, or.any other
1deologlcal system, or Whether they will be motrvated to conform or rebel, to
learn or to cooperate with others. o
In short, none of the complex patterns of social and cultural behavior that
give man hls woes and his glories are directly or seriously influenced by
genes—except ‘in the ways stated, and then in combination with social factors,
- Thus, genetically determined ‘hunger in combination with socially determined
poverty and opportunities for ‘satisfying this need will influence ‘what an
individual does in quest of food: In this sense, there is a-constant interaction
between genetic and envrronrnental factors in human behavior, Genes set the
basic - problems and possibilities of bodily gratification and -of ‘cultural
behavior; society and culture interact with this genetic substratum in various
ways to determme how men will feel what they will beheve and how they
will act : .

fi

‘;ﬁ}iologicd Explai_tations ; f . 419

/
s I
e /

b THE GENETICS OF VIOLENCE

Given the interactive character of genes and environment, one riow must

. ask, “Are there certain specific genetic mechanisms or processes, pathological

| or .otherwise, that determine that certain. individuals so endowed (or -

p
]

misendowed) will be unable to live up to social and cultural expectations of
performance and capability?” Undoubtedly, modern genetics tells us, there

- are some such individuals, blighted at birth by defective inheritance of certain

genetic potentxals For example

A case in~ point is the condition - of . phenylketonuria....
Homozygous: recessives ‘produce a deficient form of the enzyme
-_phenylalanine - hydroxylase ‘which is involved in the metabolism of
phenylalanine, an amino acid found in most of the food we eat, to
tyrosine In the normal individual this metabolism is accomplished at an
approprra e-1ate and tyrosine is then utilized in subsequent reactions.
Lacking an\\actrve enzyme, individuals with phenylKetonuria accumulate
vast quantme\s of pheny]'alamne and a variety of metabolic products
“, which . result from=iiie’ “overflow” of this excess into altermative
biochemical pathways. Some of these metabolic products are scnously
détrimental to the developing nervous system, and result ultiinately in
mental retardation, if untreated .. .. A number of other ammoacrdurras
are now known thch have smnlar features

The genetically “feebIemlnded” person is one such type; the genetically
malformed individual may be another (although many malformations do naot
-prevent  full participation in  society); and individuals  with - genetic
abriormalities for specific regions of the brain (the limbic region in particular)
may show “loss of control of angry feelings and dangerous recurrent physical
assault on other individuals.”

It should be noted, however, that the effect on behavior of abnormalities
of the brain is the same whether the abnormality is caused by inheritance or
- by birth injury, impaired development, or trauma, tumor, or infection, all of

. which are nongenetic sources of pathology, That;is, they are due to

something occurring after the conception of the chﬂd and are attributable to
sources other than genetic inheritance.

One investigator estimates that there are today saveral million people in
the United States who have brain abnormalities. This same inveéstigator insists,
however, that we do not know: how many of these pathologrcal conditions are
due to genetic factors, and how many to environment, or to some
combmatlons of genes and enyironment. Moreoven he pomts out, we do.not
know :

» How many such abnormahtles there really are in the populatron
-» How may of them commit dangerous assault;
- o How ‘many persons guilty of assaultWP behavror (such as cnmes of
- violence or violence 1 by automobiles) have such abnormality; and:
» In what ways or to what extent the assaultive bghavior by neopre
~with” such brain. pathologies. are- due /to the bram pathologies or
to a host of other casual-and precrprtﬂtmg events, or some combmatlon
of ill these factors. « "
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We. cannot say, therefore, anything conclusive about the specific role of

genetlcally determined brain pathologies m the productlon of vxolent
behavior.? . i

Much concérn in recent months has been - expressed’ with regard to a
segment of the ‘population whose genetic makeup includes a special form of
one chromosome, known in shorthand as the XYY chromosoine:

In fiormal man there are forty-sik such chromosomies, half from each

parent. Two of these are sex chromosomes, femaleness being .

determined by two X chromospmes, and maleness by one X and one Y,
The others, or autosomes, emst normally as 22 matched palrs It is
possible, exther at-conception or some time later, for errors in division

- to occur so that individual chromosomes are lost, distorted, or more
frequently, increased in number. For example, three rather than two
chromosomes of a particular type may -appear. When this occurs in the
autosomes, widespread disorders may appear, frequently mcompatlble
“with prolonged life. One such abnormality well known is that which
produces mongolism, a type of mental deficiency. Many of these
abnormalities produce disorders of the central nervous system, Similar

abpormalities in the sex ¢hromosomes are less ‘devastating, although
also often associated with the brain dysfuncnon and particularly with
mental retar!&atxon 3

- 'Some investigators beheve that the possession of this special chromosomal

or genetic feature may be connected with tendencies toward violent behavior.
Their notion is based on the disproportionate presence of this chromosomal
feature in certain selected deviant: populatlons as compared with its presumed
presence in nondeviant populations.

But again there is an absence of the reqmred kmd of mformat1on and
understanding about this geneti¢c feature and its possible connections with
violent social behavior. In this instance, we do not know:

o The true dncidence of this genetic feature in the population at
large;

¢ The true incidence of this genenc feature in so-called dev:ant
_populations; and

¢ Whether these deviant populatlons are umformly v;olent or %

assaultive.

- This last pojnt is. crucial. Some of the claims regarding the influence of
chromosomes on behavior lump together substantially different kinds of
- deviant populations” and identify. them ali as antisocial or dangerous or
criminal, when in fact they are not homogefieous in this regard at all. Thus
one investigator put together into the category of “antisocial behavior,”
populations of (1) mentally retarded people in institutions, (2) mentally ill
people in institutions, (3) criminals in institutions, and. (4) mentally ill
people outside of institutions. All thete populations consisted of people over
6 feet tall ag well, since by and large the XYY chromosome tends to be found

‘predommantlv among tall males. The finding was that 12 out of 50 of the

mst1tut10nally m\ntally retarded, 4 out of 50 1nst1tut10nahzed mentally ill, 2
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out of 24institutionalized criminals, and zero out of 50 memally ill outside of
institutions (and zero of 30 normals) had the XYY chromosome.® °

To call'all of these men antisocial violates all serious usage of that ferm,
Mentally ill and mentally retarded people are not antisocial per se, and there
is no necessary or sufficient connection between mental illness and
retardation on the one hand and anijsocial behavior on the other.

One must also be very skeptical Of the validity of diagnoses on the basis of
which the petsons studied were clasiified as mentally ill or retarded, We also
do not know from the data presented the types and frequencies of crimes
which had been committed. Moreover, we do not know how many crimes,
albeit undetected and unreported, have been committed by populations
called normal and nondeviant. In short, groups characterized by different
percentages of the XYY chromosome cannot be said, on the basis of available
data, to have been properly classified” and distinguished as deviant and:
nondeviant. Hence, it i not simple 10 draw conclusions about the role of
XYY differences in differentiating normal from antisocial populations.

Still other studies have compared the percentage of XYY chromosores
among tall males (with varying criteria for height) classified into such diverse
groups as “those ‘with-violent ‘propensities” and “approved school -boys”
(Enghsh) “brisoners” (Australian), and groups in the United States classified

“juvenile delinquent,” “mentally defective adult delinquents,” “Cancasian
inmates . and “‘Caucasian and Nepro inmates of prisons.” The percentage of
XYY chromosomes among these groups ranged from 0.0 in the “mentally
defectlve adult dehnquents” to 12.00 in the pgroup of 34 ‘Australian

“prisoners.”

Further inquiry into one of thepe groups classified as “defective
delinquents” revealed such a low percéntage of XYY chromosomes among
the “most likely” populatlon that the aﬁthor felt it necessary to indicate that
this group contained a substantial perce {tage of Negroes and that prior to this
study, no Negro case of XYY chromosomes had never been reported.” Are
we to believe that Negro violence gannot be accounted  for by XYY

"“chromosomes, but that white violence may be?

It would thus seem -that the possible ¢onnection between chromosomal
abnormalities-and violent behavior is not yet established either empmcally or

, theore'ncally We do not know: -

o The true percentage of XYY in the general populatlon ,
e The true percentage of XYY in the “cnmmally vmlent” '
- population;
o The manner in w}nch XYY is related to vxolent cnrrunal behavior;
and
e Why XYY is assocxat(:d with criminally vmlent behav;or in some
cases, but apparently not in the great majority of such cases.’

In order to. evaluate in a more meamngful fashxon the 1n¢1dence of the -
XYY pattern among special populations, it is necessary, to obtain accurate
and reliable information about the base rates for the occurrence of such
anomalies in the general male population. Also, it is necessary to locate and

study samples of XYY males who do not appeat in various institutions and

who functlon quxte satisfactorily in theé community. Lacking such
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information, present khowledge about XYY males is derived almost entirely

from what is obviously a very brased sample, such as crrmmals and other

institutionalized groups. :
-There does appear to be some mdrcatron that the extra Y chromosome

does ot have any fixed contribution to make;"the contrrbutrons may range‘ o

fairly widely. With further information about: XYY’s with more satisfactory
community adjustment, it mrght be possrble to locate more specifically those
additional ~characteristics in - particular - XYY cases’ which may indeed
predispose a person toward, or. have other significant relatronshrps wrth
deviant behavior.

Also, the fact-that a proportronately larger number of cnmmals may have

an XYY constitution does not automatically lead to the establishment of a

direct causal link between this variable and the complex pattern of their
social and behavioral maladjustments. It is most essential to remember that
causal relationships canrot be attributed to correlational data. It is possible
that the phenotypical abnormalities associated with certain XYY patterns

may lead to a somewhat unusual physrcal -appearance and a variety of
The social reactions to such "

hyperactive . and aggressive- behavios.
characteristics during the developmental period may helpin the formation of
deviant behaviors. In other words, the brologrcal variables may be significant
in relation to the particular ways in which they interact with social,

“envifonmental, psychological, and other variables. . .
Erom a more theoretical standpoint, more information is needed about the -

marjner in which specific genes are related to and responsible for actions
whr'ch may occur. The manner in which the rather complex, socially shaped,

and differentiated behaviors of the adult are directly and causally to be

related to _specific genetic abnormalrtres must be shown, It'is also ufpportant
to learn about the kinds of intéractions in which certain genetic vanaibles may
well predispose people - toward impulsive and inadequately ‘regulated
behaviors. o

In this regard one observer notes:

Of course, as with any chromosome, “this does riot mean- that the

~ genes are directly responsible for the end-effect. Rather, the genes on

the sex chromosomes exercisé their ‘effects through a long chain of

"~ metabolic pathways. The final physiological or functional expression
‘results from the interaction of the genes with their environments. 8

“This wnter makes the po*nt even more exphcrt by. notmg that genes,

chromosomes, or heredity are not to be mistaken-as equivalent to fate or
predestination. On the contrary, the genetic constitution is capable of being
influenced and changed to varying degrees,

Bven with clear and unequivocal genetrc and other neurophysrologrcal
invéivement, the complex behaviors®of the individual are still very much
shaped .and_influenced by social learning and environmental variables, The

degree 1o~ which genetic, neurophysiological and other limitations: can:_.:_:\::vr R
- effectively be overcome in the sense of adequate socialization and the absence ‘
" of -antisocial and violent behavior, is evident from ‘the fact that not all—nor

perhaps even the majority of—persons with XYY constitution end up in
‘various 1nst1tutrons for antrsocral and vrolent rndrvrduals

P
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Thus, little credence is given to the theory that the XYY chromosome is

an 1mportant explanatoty factor related to criminal violence. It is important
.. to note in this context that good theoretrcal reasons for such a relatronshrp
: presently are lacking: T ,

Although the relationship between chromosomal abnormality and
brain dysfunction seems apparen* ~.the mtervemng mechanism is not
clear. ... A major problem remains in understanding the role of the
observable XYY or othér abnormality in contribution to the behavior
ariomaly. Whether it modifies gross brain structure, sensitivity to
endocrine levels, higher endocrine levels, etc. is unknown. Obviously,
such intervening processes must be defined if adequate preventive or
,therapeutrc measures are to be developed.’ N

The desrgns utrlrzed in all the existing researches regarding genetrc factors
and crime are deficient in 6ne or more of the ways suggested above, They are
all deficient with regard to the nature of the “casual” connection between
genetic features and social behavror They fail to specify tlie pathways: by
which genetic' featurés come to influence social behavior, and often suggest
much more “targeting” or “focusing” of effects than can be demonstrated. -

Feeblemindedness is -a_ case. in point. Because a. certain amount .of
intelligence is required to léarn what is required for-ddequate social conduct,

Q}he absence of thatintelligerice may account for the inability of an mdrvrdual
to learn the norms of his group and, in tum of his probable ma‘-rlrty to
observe or conform to those norms.

Even this instance, however, is one of mdn‘ect connection of genes to
behavior. Although genes determine the capacity to learn, how one will use
that capacity is a product of what happens to the individual in his
environment. Whether or not the feebleminded individual will get. into
trouble therefore depends on who takes care of him and how. -

“Indirect” and mdeterrmnate behavior is also seen in the case of

‘normal” 'intellrgence ' Consider, for instance, either very high intelligence or
very low intelligence, but each sufﬁcrent for ‘normal” behavior: We cannot -

- predict from the fact of high or low mtelhgence ‘whether a person will

conform or deyiate from the norms of his community, and, if one does
deviate, in what'ways, how often, how acceptable, and so forth.

Nerther low nor high intelligence is “targeted” on any particular type of
behavior. Whether the individual with low. or high intelligence will do
acceptable or unacceptable things depends, among other things, on how well
he is educated in the norms, tie nature of opportunities for finding
gratification and temptations and opportunities for deviant behavior. Because '

the vast majority of both high and low. mtelhgence people tend to obey the -

law and .conform to the norms of society, it is clear ‘that the factor of
intelligence itself does not cause deviant. behavror It is, however, clear that

- higher intelligence is requrred for achievement in certam legitimate pursuits,

and in various. types 'of complex crimes, such .as, - embezzlement,

counterfertmg, the “con” game and stock swindling. :
‘No level of mtelhgence per sey can be said to'be a sufficient condrtron for

or cause of . crime. Similarly, the rglevance of any genetic feature for behavior

is vaned and ,mp;edrctable from the feature 1tself In contrast, however,
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genetic factors can and do have direct influencé on the capabilities of the .

human individual. A classic instance is the case of the ability to taste a certain”

chemical called PTC. Thirty peércent of the population finds this chemical
tasteless.. The remaining 70 percent find it to be a bitter substance. The
ability to taste or not taste this chemical is due solely. to the presence. or
absence of a single gene, This kmd of direct impact of genes on “capacity” i

not relevant to complex forms of behavior. The likelihood that any dn'ect
genetic determination of such social-behavior will be found is small indeed.
However extreme the genetic capacity may be, the likelihood that it will be
incorporated into a pattern of normative or criminal behavior depends on the

kind of intervention (such as guidance, training, cont:ol) that is affected by .

those who are involved w1t’1 ‘the individual. There is always social intervention
in the development of the human being. Becoming “human” is
impossible except in a social context involving others, who, from birth-on,
influence one’s acceds to basic satisfactions and teach one the meamng and
conditions of existence and survival, - .»

Due to the unavoidability of social shaping. and cultural pattermng, there is

no such thing as the “natural born criminal,” or the man who is violent “by

nature,” Under specific circumstances, some individuals are more likely than
others to become criminal or violent as a result of biological makeup. But it is
never “given” in the “nature” of any individual that he will be criminal or law
abiding, pacific or violent, cooperative or competitive, selfish or altruistic. All
these are complex forms of social behavior, which depend upon the social and
cultural milieu of the developing individual:

. What can the biological perspective offer for the violence of today)
* Probably not much that will be of use in the next long, hot sumy Ty

Not enough is yet known about specific mechanisms, We know ‘tha
individual differences in aggressivenéss ipn our species are in part
genetlcally determined. We have seen that it is not “aggressweness” that

 is inherited, but a series of processes that interact with the environment
to determine pzedﬂectmns to respond with aggressive behavior in
certain situations .. ¥, It is not useful to inquire if aggressive men are
born or made they are born and made.’

SEX AND 1\'ACE

- Of all the genetle features distinguishing human beings, two seem especmlly ‘

implicated in crime and violence. These are sex and race

We showed in Chapter 3 that the 1967 reported male criminal homicide

arrest rate was about 5 times higher than the female rate; the robbery rate
about 20 times greater, and the aggravated assauit rate apprommately 6%
times higher.!* Fortible rape, of course, is only committed by males, and.
when all the serious FBI Index offensest? are considered only 14 percent’
were committed by females in 1967.13

_One might be tempted to conclude that there is somethmg in the genetic
mdkeup of men and women, that produces these differences in criminal
behavior, Yet in this culture, we do not incline toward a theory of the genetic
criminality of men as compared with women, primarily becauss we have not
been tramed to think in these terms. By contrast, many in our socxety have
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been taught to think in terms of the greater “natural” criminality of Negroes as
compared with whites. Clearly, it is our cultural mode of thought rather than
the evidence that suggests a connection between blackness and crime~the
same ‘mode that disassociates maleness from any specific connection with
crime; We are more inclined to inquire what it is about being female in this
culture that is reflected in differences in criminality between males and
females. When we do so we are able to specify a host of factors in the cultural
definjtion of proper female behavior that helps us to answer the quéstion.

First, the female child is not a creature of the streets to the same extent
that the male youth is; she is more closely supervised.

Second, the female child is taught to be soft and gentle, the male tougher
and more outgomg ‘Aggressiveness and physical. prowess are important to
male development in our somety, the 0pp051tes are’ equally important in
female development.

Third, the female is not requ;red to validate herself by success in the
marketplace Marriage and farnily are her chief responmbnhtles For. most
fernales, evaluation of rank or standing is derived vicariously and in & 1':\txon
to the males with whom they are associated by marriage or otherwise. . -

Fourth, the female moves in a culture where there are few important
models of Suceessful criminal conduct.

Fifth, when a female gets caught up in the meshes of the law, the general
attitude is likely to be-that she is more to be pitied and. protected than

“punished; consequently imprisonment is seen only as a last resort, Thus,

though- “women ' constitute one - out of -seven arrests for ~serious
ciimes . . . only one woman is confined m our state and federal prisons for
every 22 men,”t#

The relevant factors. in this partial account -of the criminal differences
between males and females all are cultural, that is, the sets of expectations
regarding behavior that constitute the guidelines by which males and females
are reared and the criteria by which they are judged as “acceptable.” For
both-men and women, these bécome internalized guidelines and criteria of
acceptable behavior,

While differencessuch as these do not dlrectly explam dlfferencesm 1ates
of criminal violence, they do indicate the life styles which expose them to
different deviant stimuli. The cultural pattern of the male in. this culture is
much more permeable by stimuli to criminal violence than is that of the

. female.

Supporting evidence is found in dlfferent rates of criminal and criminally

. violent behavior among different types of women. It can .be shown, for
_instance, that where the cultural roles-of women and mén come o resemble

each other, their criminal rates also come closer together, Numerous observers
have commierited: on the great similarity in the role§ of lower class.Negro

. -~ males and females as compared with their peers in the white group. Data
“:show that the rates of deviant behavior of Negro lower class males and

females are closer than are those of comparable groups in - the white -

population—however the crime rate of the Negro female is more like that of
- the white female than that of the Negro or whxte\\male It is also the cdse that
- the “‘emancipation” of females in our socxety\ over recent decades has
" decreased the differences in delinquency and cnmmahty between boys and

glrls, men and women, as cultuxal dlfferences betWeen them have narrowed,

by
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There is here a kind of interplay between the roles of men versus women,
and- Negro versus white, Both sex and race“are sigrificant identities in

3

American society, because important consequences=for life thances and styles
are related to them, including the risk of involvement in violence, But the
influence of “femaleness” ‘is toward the reduclion of violenice while
“Negroness” tends toward its increase. : N
These kinds of considerations are also relevant to the explanation®of higher
female rates in certain categories of criminal behavior, most pax‘kiculérly
prostitution. It is not that men cannot be prostitutes. But, in ourl'
males are expected to ‘achieve premarital sexual gratification and diversity of

sexual experience to a greater degree than are females. Hence, prostitution is

predominantly a female occupation. ~

The most important point for a theory of criminal causes emerging from
these data is that cultural definitions and social expectations shape behavior
to a greater extent than do genetic factors. We can make sense out of the data
regarding rate differences between men and women without resorting to a

genetic mechanism, characteristic, or process that distinguishes males from

females. : e
-~ By a standard rule of scientific: explanation, one tries to explain a
phenomenon in the simplest possible terms and on the level of: desérip\%on of
the. phenomenon under study. Since criminally- violent behavior is socially
patterned involving special kinds of interaction between offenders and \ﬁctirns
in gpecific contextw of place and time, for a variety of specific motived (6.8,
revenge or gain), an explanation -ought to be framed in the same terms,
namely, social roles, cultural expectations, and opportunities, and models,
Since it appears that sufficient explanation for observed /differences is found
on th level of social and cultural factors, there is little need to invoke genetic
factors in further explanation. - = -
Should unexplained differences exist, it might be reasonable to inquire
into possibly relevant genetic mechanisms and processes; but informed
scientific opinion agrees that cultural definitions and social roles provide
sufficient explanation for differences between men and women in- rates of

RACE AND CRIME N
The very same considerations are relevant to explaining why Negﬁ“’o violent
crime rates appear much higher than white rates.}S. SRR

- it

There are several difficulties in researching genetically determir{;gd racial

differences. Intelligence tests, for example, have been standarized firimarily -

for only one racial group; this®makes comparisons with other rac,e% rather
suspect. Test materials have been taken primarily from the culture of white
groups, and they inevitably yield scores biased in favor of individuals who
have experienced maximum eéxposure fo these groups. .+’ P

Second, the movement of;Negro and white populations from area to area

~ in the United States has made sampling difficult.

Third, environmental factors, ranging from nutritional status through
family structure and educational opportunities, are much different for blacks
than for whites. As a result, it is difficult to determine the extent to which

culture, -

e

PPy

R

2 1 3] o i B

T

Biological Explanations 427

differences in test scores are attributable to environmental and genetic
differences, respectively.

- In short, there is not sufficient knowledge to make appropriate correctiong,’

for th.ese ‘factors. It cannot. be said that a genetic basis for racial differences in
behavioral traits has been established. In this complex situation, however, it is

" equally true that the data on hand are inadequate to dembnstrate the

contrary.

Other difficulties plague(‘the whols field .of inquiry. Among the most

confusing is the “identity” of the two groups. The terms “Negro” and
“white” refer to race only in a metaphorical and social sense, not a biologizal
ong.. There are many Negroes who bear strong. similarities to whites.t}'in
physical characteristics, These similarities are the result of the mixed white
and black ancestry of most American Negroes. Thus, when diffeffﬂﬁ"pattems
of behavior are found;, one is justified only in drawing the conclusion that the,
differences characterize the groups only as socially defined.,There are no
distinctive biological charactgyistics which define Negroes as &igroup in the
United States. Negroes and whites do not constitute homogeneous biological
units. ‘ : o

- The problem can best be illustrated.by referring to skin color. If the entire
U.S. population were arrayed on a continuum of skin “color which ranged
from very light to very dark, and if the darkest 10 percent were called Negro
and the lightest 90 percent white (the approximate Negro and white
populations of the United States), there would be many surprised people.
Many current; Negroes would be reclassified as whites, and many whites
would be classified as Negroes. .

One leading investigator summarizes the matter of race and intefligence

and comments on the relevance of genetic and environmental factors on
human performance in general: '

~ Today one approaches the study of intelligence expecting to find
that environment is important. The intellectual background is very
different from that of the 1920’s. The general results on testing may be
briefly summarized as follows: ’ ‘

~The average IQ of large groups is raised by education, I believe the

~ most_important data on this are the comparisons of the soldiers of
World War I and World War II. More than 80 percent of the soldiers
tested in World War II were above the mean of those tested in World

S

tests, in the sons of th&people whd fought in World War 1.

- War 1. This means a wholesale massive ifitprovement, judged by these -

Tag _1ri the states where the least educational effort is made, the IQ is the

lowest. In fact, as one looks at the review in Anastasi’s book it is
excgedmgly difficult to see why anyone ever thought that the IQ
measured innate intelligence, and not the genetic constitution as

modified in the family, in the schools, and by the general intellectual

environment.

~ "T-would ‘_sugg,estk that if the intelligence qliotients ’ofk Negroes andA
Whites in this country are compared, the same rules be used for these -

‘comparisons as would be used for comparisons of data between two
groups of Wiige. This may not seem a very extreme thing to suggest,
but if you lodk at the literature, you will find that when two groups of
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Whites differ in their IQ’s, the explanation of the diffe‘rencé“ is
‘immediately sought in. schooling, environiment, economic: positions .of

parents,and so on, but that when Negroes and Whites differ in precisely *

the same way the difference is said to be genetic. - sl
Let me give you but one example of this. Otto Klineberg showed
years ago in excellent studies that the -mean test scores of many
Northern Negro groups were higher than those of certain groups of
- Southern Whites. When these findings were published, it was
‘immediately suggested that there had been a differential migration and
the more intelligent Negroes had moved to the North-But the mean of
‘Northern Whites test results’is above that of Southern Whites. Are we
to believe that the intelligent Whites also moved to the North?

" There is no way of telling what the IQ would be if equal opportunity
were given to all racial and social groups. The group which is

- sociologically classified as Negro in the United States, about one-third
of whose genes are of Buropean origin might well test ahead of the

Whites. I am sometimes surprised to hear it stated that if Negroes were -

given an equal opportunity, their IQ would be the same as the Whites’.
If one looks at the degree of social discrimination against Negroes and
their lack of education, and also takes into account the tremendous
amount of overlapping between the observed IQ’s of both, one can
make an equally good case that, given a comparable chance to that of
the Whites, their IQ’s would test out ahead. Of course, it would be
absolutely unimportant in a democratic society if this were to be true,
because the vast majority of individuals of both groups would be of
comparable intelligence, whatever the mean of these intelligence tests
would show. ‘ ~ ‘ : o

"We can generalize this point. All kinds of human
performance—whether social, athletic, intellectual~are built on genetic
and environniental elements. The level of all kinds of performance can
be increased by improving the environmental situation so’ that every
genetic constitution may be developed to its full capacity. Any kind of
social discriminaticn against groups of people, whether these are races,
castes, or classes, reduces the achievements of our species, of

~ mankind ¢ T

The precédiﬁg discussion is intimately’ associated with the prevailing image
of Negroes in American society and with the opportunities they have had to
enter into the mainstream of American life as first-class citizens. The evidence

suggests that the lack of opportunities afforded Negroes has decreased bgth
their average school performance and their motivation to conform to norms™”

and laws set by “white” society. Thus, the explanations for differences by
Negro and white rates of violent behavior must be sought first in the area of
differences in patterns of life and opportunity. Only if-there remains a residue
of differences that cannot be explained by social and cultural differences
should the search extend elsewhere. B ‘

Are there possible connections of .a biological nature between race and
crimes of. violence? The answer is provided by the general relationship
between biological factors and violence discussed earlier. While. there are
- obvious involvements of body tissues and processes in aggressive and violent

-
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behavior—brain - functioning, glands, and neural connections Saf all
kinds—there is no substantial evidence of direct connection. We do not know
the extent of violent behavior jimong those who possess possible relevant
biological abnormalities, and-<we¢ do not know the rate of biological

> abnormalities among those who exhibit violent behavior.

The prglplems can be illustrated by the following model questions:

e Of all those who:commit criminally violent acts, what percent

-exhibit a possibly relevent biological feature?
-« Of all those who have a biological featur= possibly relevent to
violent behavior, what percent commit violent behavior?
e Of all t!lose who do not commit violent criminal behavior, what
percent exhibit the biological feature presumably relevant to violent
bghavior? , .

i® Of all those who do not have a biological feature relevant to
vioj}ent behavior, what percent commit violent behavior? :

. ) . “ . ‘.\‘
. Only iwhen all these questions are answered in a theoretically sound

manner can we make adequate determination of cause. At present we cannot
answer with certainty any of them. This is the conclusion of scientific -
observers who specialize in brain functioning, endocrine structure, brain
diseases, ch‘;‘;omosomal. abnormalities, and chemical imbalances—in short, in
all the areasithat have been investigated for their possible relevance to violent

“behavior in gerieral and to criminal violence spezifically,

The hypothesis that man is violent by nature has recently been advanced
by various wiiters, and has caught the public eye. One student of these
matters states:! . * p

W | /

Duringithe past several years there has been an increasing attention
to the patierns of behavior of animals living in natural environments.
The ethologists in particular, under the leadership of Lorenz and of

- Tinbergen, have focused on “innate” mechanisms which are built into
the brain of the species and are relatively independent of postnatal
experience. Other workers, particularly Devere and other observers of
primate group‘fg, have emphasized observations of the social structure of
the group, patierns of individual interaction, and ‘acculturation’ of the
individual -into%the group without the theoretical coricern about the
sources of thé behavioral phenomena  observed. Because of the
articulate, popul‘%r‘ presentations of the ethological position recently; -
‘much of the pcpular philosophizing about aggression in man has
reflected - their rosition without -adequate regard for -the serious
criticisms raised b\f{,‘other animal behaviorists both about the primary
‘observaticns and the interpretation of the data. The essence of this
position as presente(l either by noni-scientific writers such as Ardrey, or
by scientists such as\\lnrenz, or Morris, for example, is that the animal,
including man, is inrately aggressive. In dangerous predatory animals

- this aggressivity is balinced by other evolved instinctual patterns which

prevent intraspecies’) killings under -normal = circumstances. In
non-predatory animals'there is no need in the wild for these control

“mechanisms to have ev‘g)\lved, so that rabbits and doves, for example,

u

v “\ I |
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when confined are likely to kill during conflicts over territory or sexual
partnef‘u By this logic, man ‘is assumed to _haye a non-predatory
inheritance (or one of too short duratior: for evolution of cc’)ntro]s),wand
the necessary -instinctual control 'mech‘am'sms are absent.’"l"hese are
replace | in this schema by weak, learned sorial contfols ‘which })reak
down re\adily under provocation. The weaknesses pf this hy_pothe.sm apd
its variaﬁlté’f compare for example, the combination of this logic with
historicaﬁly related psychoanalytic theory as presented by Storr) are
twofold. |The primary data are in question and: hiave been sharply
criticiz‘ed,\\, for example, by Scott. The extrapolation qf these ‘data to
man, witl| his uniquely protracted childhood for social and eultural

learning zl‘ d his use of symbols, is entirely without experimental

justification, as pointed out by C.R. Carpenter. o
In view of the considerable experimental and logical weakness of this

position, if is important to note how influential it has become in tecent

years: It isiperhaps because of the scientific gloss added to an ancient

philosophicial position that man is inherently evil. The dek?a‘te as to
man’s inherent goodness or evil has occupied philosophy, te_hgl.on,“iand
political theory for some millenia and the absence 'qf c?}llvmcmg d\a}ta
will probabh{ continue to outlast contemporary theories. '

Still another S(:‘l\wlar puts the matter more teritatively when he speaks of
the relationship between animal and huinan research: : ‘

The proper attitude to be taken toward data obtained from s"ome
non-human ahimal is to regard it as suggestive. One should be neither
too eager to é“pply the data unaltered to man nor to deny thf: relevance
of the data to buman processes. In many cases the accuqlulatlpn of data

~ from a varie‘t))g[ of sources will provide a general scheme in which human
processes become understandable. In other cases, after researfzh efforts
have clarified processes at one phyletic level, hypotheses will appear
that can be tested directly on man.'8

1 ,
One scientific hist(}n’an comments:
1

Such authori_} as Lorenz and Ardrey agsume that certain types of

social behavior jin man haye the same biological basis as do'certain
analogous ‘behavior traits in animals. prgggggx the qruclal p‘o,;nt—the
bi6logical toots 'of the behavior in human beings—still remains to be

demonstrated. d til that is done, the use of an analogy to anin:\a}.
behavior can pravide, at best, suggestive hypotheses to be tested with

referenice to Iium‘gn' behavior; at worst, it encourages misunderstanding

of human social, behavior through a failure to appreciate how the.

|

learning of symbpls and value systems underlies the typcs of behavior

", that are of greates‘,{; interest to the social scientist. .

% In shott, Itfekr that a rush to ground sociciogical theories upon

*.animal behavior mjght repeat the story o'f w}/}a‘c’happened some forty.to
Aixty years ago. Itimay result in generalizations about hur.n:%rg l?eha.v;o;
on the basis of u"pprove,d assumptions, and thereby agaqx-hnqg into
«disrepute - the relationship between genetics and social sciences.

h e i
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GL,neticists and social scientists now need&) beg}'n a dialogue and to
mip programs for mutually bene{xcial research:: Bt both should, at the
salne time, recognize how little is'yet known about the genetic basis for
this types'of behavior that are of pr\ima\ry interest to the social scientist.
Indeed, such’ traits as “leaderships’ tolerance,” “racial prejudice,”
“need for achievement,” “consésvitism,” and soforth, may be so
indirectly related to any specific biological, and therefore genetic, basis
and so directly related to social influences that genetics may never

provide explanations that will be ;i}lpful to sociologists.!?

i ,
Biol}'bgicl\l Explanations 5
! .

Aggression is a generalized form of behavior which can be expressed in a
great diversity of ways: fierce competition in sports,” high competitive
performance in academic work, enterprising salesmanship, speedy driving,
highypressure politics, and so forth, There is no necessary connection between
agressiveness and viclence and certainly none with crimes of violence. The

.latter are specially patterried modes of behavior that may contain elements of

aggressiveness, but are much too complicated to be inferred or predicted from
generalized agpressiveness.

CONCLUSION

Neither genetic nor nongenetic abnormalities specifically determine violent
behavior. There is a great need for continued experimental neurological
research on mechanisms which may be related to behavioral control and
treatment of some violent individuals,

The point is doubly intended. While knowledge of biological capacity and

' junct’ioning is important to an und¢rstanding of human behavior and may be

R
&

an-important clue to control of ﬁhe behavior of some especially aberrant
individuals; there is no indicatiofp that any large group of biologically
abnormal human beings can be icf}éntiﬂed. We need to know .much more
about biological mechanisms, limitations, and capacities in order to help
those who express viclent behavior and to better understand the implications

. for-violence of the stresses,and <Itrains imposed on the human biological

makeup by social and cultur{il arrafgements.
By way of summary it has been :'[stated:

In this broader p_erspecﬁwé of the physiological and biological bases

" of aggression I believe that {here emerges one simple and indisputable
fact. It is that man has the/innate, inborn capacity to“act fggressively

and violently toward other men. But note carefully that capacity means

the gbility and not a drive Or an instinct, or a need to act aggressively.

The crucial point, which se¢ms so far to have been overlooked by those

writing about human aggression, is that the ability to act

aggressively—violently if you :prefer—is modulated, shaped, and

o conditioned by the social and cultural experiences of each individual -

human being. These experiences begin at birth and terminate at death,
although there are undoubjtedly periods during childhood and infancy
when: their long-term consequences are more serious, Some of these
experiences will make aggressive behavior more likely, while certainly
there are experiences which can minimize the future probabili/ty of
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apgression. The individual ledrns ways of being aggressive, situations
~when it js and when it.is not appropriate to act aggressively, and
alternate ways of expressing his aggressive feelings. These are cultural
conditions, not instinctive jmperatives, and it means. that they can be
modified. Assuming that theycan be modified, then our greatest
challenge must be to determine what they are, how they operate, and
how best to eliminate them.?? .
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CHAPTER 8

PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPLANATIONS

BASIC CONSIDERATIONS

If violent tendencies cannot be found in the genetics or biology of man,
can they be found in his psyche? Are there some people who are more likely
than others, because of their psychological makeup, to engage in criminally
violent behavior? Are there aggressive and violent tendencies in the makeup
of all men? How did they get that way? What can be wone about it? These are
the major questions asked by psychological theories of aggression, violeace,
and crime.

A good deal is known about the psychology of aggression, somewhat less
about the psychology of violence, and even less about the psychology of
crime and criminal violence. One must rely on the theories of aggression and
move from these to questions of violence and crimes of violence.

In the absence of adequate data, theories of violence have taken two
forms. One is “armchair” or “philosophical™ theorizing; ie., the
formulation of hypotheses on nonempirical bases. The other is the
formulation of theories of aggression rather than theories of violence.
Since there is much more sound data on the broader and more easily
studied topic of aggression, such theories often do have a sound
empirical base. Whether or not these theories can be extrapolated to
account for violence is another question.’

There are obvious dangers in this procedure. In the first place, violence is
only one form of aggressive expression. Second, crimes of violence do not by
any means exhaust the whole range of violent acts. Most violerce is
noncriminal in character. It is wrong, therefore, to assume that one can move
from the psychology of aggression to the psychology of violence without
introducing factors which would explain why aggression sometimes is
expressed violently and sometimes is not. Similarly, we need to know why
some violence finds expression :n criminal behavior while most does not.

These questions must be kept in mind when considering the various
psychological theories of aggression.

Aggression is first of all a form of behavior or a pattern of response. In

- studying the psychology of aggression, four sets of factors must be taken into

account: (1) those that shape the inner readiness for an aggressive response;
(2) contrary factors that work to reduce the inner readiness to react
aggressively; (3) outside environmental factors that facilitate aggressive
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“béhavior; and (4) those that impede aggressive behavior. ;

- lead to aggressive 'vb‘éhaviolr‘;i‘Ac(‘:OIdingly’;,'the ‘theory was modified to state

One student has-suggested that these sets jof factors.be given nameéfo_
~“tespectively, they are instigators, inhibitors and stimulus factors.? We may
= tefer-to-the fourth class of factors as external controls. R

According to thi§ kind of “psychological theory, the intérp]ay among théze ’

factors determines (1) the strength of the inclination to respond aggressively;

(2) the tirget of the aggression;, (3) the kind, of aggressive act that will be
performed; (4) the duration of the’ aggressive behavior; and (5) the internal

‘tensions, or perhaps be stimulated to even more aggressiveness. N
““Most .psychological theorists could place their own favorite notions and

- factors into ‘these categories, but they often disagree on the: origin of
* instigators and inhibitors, and the factors adding to or detracting from them.

Does physical punishment increase inhibitions by causing a child to suppress
his aggressive tendencies,,or does such punishment decrease inhibitions by

providing the child- with an agyiessive model“to imitate? Does ‘watching a,

_violent movie ‘on television impede the expression of aggression by-allowing

the viewer: to_draifi“off.his aggressive feelings vicatiously, or dées it instead
- facilitate “violent behavior? Are’ violent instincts innate within the human
_species or is violence a habit learnied in ¢hildhood? :

- Onissues such as these, there is l\\‘ttlelagr‘eementxamcn‘g different schools of
psychological thought. Such disagreement would “normally. be “resolvéd

. through experiments, but jt is not now possible to"do decisive reseagch on
‘aggressiveness and ‘violence, and there is even disagreement as 'to what
research would be decisive. Major »disagreements ‘are found, for instance, -

between the advocates of clinical approaches*(as. in" psychiatry), and

laboratory approaches (as in social psychology). Still othet methods are .

advocated .by those who postulate some instinctive and.universal aggressive
drive in man (as in the case of ethologists and some psychoanalysts). =

"The previous chapter ‘considered doubts voiced by numerous scientific.
experts with regard to the theoriés ‘of innate aggressive tendencies in man,
-especially  those -derived principally from experimental work with other
animals.. Now we can study the implications of this ‘approach for public
policy. If it is true, as some contend, that aggression s innate and must be
expressed , then it does not make much sense to atte;;ﬁpf to réemove some-of

" the stimulus factors that others believe serve as instigators, such as poverty

and - deprivation.According to the “innate” theorists, the best that can be
done is to attempt to control these impulses: channel, redirect, sublimate. .

A contrasting * approach -is’ taken by the  majority of. academic i

psychologists,swho favor ‘a theory which gives much more emphasis to the

environmentd¥ ‘causes, ot aggression. The prominent theory is the
~ “frustration-aggression’ hypothesis, The best known and earliest advocates in

this country were a group of Yale psychologists,® who held that aggression is
always a consequence of frustration, which is defined as anything that

-interferes with an ongoing activity aimed at achieving some goal or end. That
-is, “the occurrence of aggressive behavior‘always presupposes the existence of

- frustration, and contrariwise . .. . 'thé?,q_txiste‘r‘lée*of "f:ustration always leads to.

" -some form of aggression,”*" R

+‘This. notjonwas quickly'attapkédlon the gr‘ounds that not all frustrations

L o<

feedback; i.e., whether the person will feel “discharged” of the aggressive _

o

o
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- aggressive or violent behavior, and if there are no demonstrable genetic
restrictions involved, it follows that cultures can vary greatly in the amount i

_ interaction with whites is a case in point.
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society{"‘hdy be generally ignored in. another. Similarly, there are: changing

modes of response in a society from one period to another. Theé heightened L
militance and-fréquency .of aggressive response by American Negroes in their L

"Several mechanisms seem to be at work here:

e Differerit soc;ietiés_'(and ’éub'cult’,ure's"wiﬂliﬂ a society) teach: their
children different responses to fristration. 'What-is frustrating at one -

© - time may be a mafter of indifferenceat alater date‘:;" £
.+ Different societies rim‘posé on th‘éi: members varying: dégr‘eesxof
aggressive response, so the baldnce between -instigators and inhibitors
.. - may be different, even though the stimuli and instigators are the same,
% - Some families teach their childrefi™ta réspond aggressively to insult,

- while others teach their children to turn away from insulis and ignore . i ]

_them. Families "are likely’ to vary greatly in this respect, particularly
= - ~within complex societies such as our cwn. o I

Esd : :

‘It is clear, then, that the oyptibns available to any-society may be more.
numerous -, than - f{hose implied by -the “innate” or even the

frustration-aggression theorists; Comparative evidence suggests that there are
numerous ways in which aggression :can be channeled or suppressed, without -

significant cumulation of tension or other cost to thie individuals involved.

This evidence also suggests that with enough training under the “right” .- ¢

conditions of life, the aggressiveness and violence of one period may become

- the constructiveness and creativitjr of thessociety at another. Experimental
studies have revealed many variations on the theme of violent and nonviolent
behavior resulting from different kinds of “modeling™ situations observed by " .

children, especially where the children witness aggressive or-déviant behavior
being“rewarded or. punished, unattended ‘to, etc. These studies also suggest.

. that while the children may repress their own aggressive tendencies because of ~ {§
the reward and punishment cues, they also absorb encugh information about

aggressive or deviant behavior sufficiently: to reproduce it under appropriate

. conditions: 1 :

+If learning about responses-to Vaﬁbus'stirnuli is cr‘uci_ai‘, in the shapjhg of

of aggressiveness' theyiwill sanction and for what reasons. This perspective is
‘both promising and dismaying, because it means that peace and violence are
equipotential in human behaviqr. R it R

Gy R &

~‘.Instigati'§5h3’ to'Violence -

* Are there societies that ‘actually promote violence? The evidence suggests
that every culturé does so—for specified reasons. The nearly--universal
indulgence in war and the training and rationalization for the required
‘violence are instances inpoint.. .« . e e

Also important are the resultsof a sefiety’s failure to be sufficiently -
~concerned about “instigating” stimuli to Fiolence in the lives-of ce(}tain of its

~members.-Some observers have: noted, for instance, that an important part of

' :{' ‘,ScaP'ego'ats,' and “may. prod
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L = o , o o it . gt el E"P‘aﬂq\ﬁons -
4 .- discharges of dggression, through identifyirg with others who ‘are acting LT L , o e
: ag‘gresSﬁ"re‘IY (ewgg?\;atchin’g p‘rizef%ghts Jor'wzi"1 'n’%oVies)"'a*" A A ; ~tolerance for ! ggression; or that . 439
o OISR AR SR " effective way to deal i I that he percejves aggressi .
The results of numerous experiments on these suggestions are extremely - : SooYeway to deai_l With the situation’ oto16 gression to be the most
variable, depending onsuciiifactors as the age of subjects, the reseniblance of Thésewﬁﬁ, A AR P St : " R

( the yic’hr,io’us;vict‘ir‘n tp the original source of hostility, wh‘ethervthe Wi\fnessed éggreésive b"eh(;vwol,j‘fd' adi{oc‘a"te vicarisus. Pparticipati o E P o
aggression -occurs before -or ‘after the person: is angered, and -the nature of Wior thérefore appear to haye. a 'We;)k B::'“ ;"s af}ll antidote for

: 2 & 1S 10r ¢, éifarg‘Ument

tile some experiments hy; ainec

E erj Ve obtained data corsistent -
many subtle fae : o °¢ cata consistent with thj otfiesis,
L‘J’Jﬁ/SIderab{é bbé;_’soﬁpgsg*{lﬂy are involved in this pr:clets},ls t}%x;elzgpqﬂ;esw,
P e LSS v tnce e

’ ;nstéganon ity T that Suggests that Inhibitions a5 weHs Oaa
- . tendency toward aggressiveﬁ ‘ s

, ; behavior, gy :
\ ~ Important here, and the yiesbime . ror I“dl"ldual»rdlfference‘ foubt
urn e V,‘calilmus stimulus which S doubtless are

I
N L .. I

It was noted earlier that .

e

\\ justifications” provided for  the vicarious aggressiveness. - All”\ these % |

% considerations are ‘relevant. to the problem of the influence of ‘violence

portrayed in the mass media. It is not possible to say whether or not pgople
are stimulated to violence by what they see on'the screen.. <% . BN S

Instigation to aggression may. also be ‘re‘duc‘é.\d, some . claim, by whit is

‘called ““cognitive redefinition of the situation.” One dissipates his anger \@nd
- aggressive: feelings by changing his perception 'of a situation, by being trea\tt,ed
“deferentially and with apologies, by humor, by persuasion, or by appeals to
more important values.'® The conditions for the successful ' use of the\;:g
i

techniques have yet to be derionstrated with certainty. i e

hibiting Viclence © -
" When -considering the effects of jmass:media on violence, it must be »

X

SOUTCEs  of v instipati zi;881’6531011 can be reduced ejty ;
i "instigation ors by increasiry - ot ced either by redyc;
| ncreasig * inhibitions, Avs acing
ns.. Am

remembered iot only that the evidenge is contradictory and suggests many: - | Prominent 580 :
subtle influences;”but also that experi\fpents to data have investigated only ; - ] p mm\\a\1\1 ﬂ¥~ad'°,°"‘t6d methodg\of increasing inhibition arar ,oqg the most -
mild aggression cpndoned by the experimenter. In: no case hag the '\ | . v*k\Teachj'n o e oarer e i
experimenter actually allowed his subjects to engage in violence. Therefore " if - pepbice g -2nd. inculéting strong ‘prefer S g T
the conclusion that %, . . witnessed violericé,can stimulate actual violénce . ..”,, | S S to frustration or other arousals, Sitees fo: nonaggressive S
~ refers oifly to. the fact that in some:s'tudi'ég witnessed violence is associated e Ré\'@ . d I L ‘ - : TARN SN
_with mild aggression.’® . - BT TR VLR SIS T ‘ stimuli Xiar 1ng  nonaggressive responses o e ' . .
‘Thus._the effect of vicarious: participation ‘in aggression is uncertain. The i, S e e -aggression-instigating . oo
variety and contradictory nature of the interpretations have been summarized ‘e an' ist S SR o B o R
asfollows: =~ -~ oo oo SN ey TR Aggressive tesponises to aggression m_sﬂgat ‘t ] .
SR S S S e R = L2 nsdgating stimuli,
e A S e . . Setting exaniples of nnaggressive 1o =
- The ‘evidence is trul\y\.‘ conflié:ng. Aggression enhances or reduces v with whom the child identiﬁ§> B8ressive bghfavmr by powerful adults
. subsequent aggression; a\vicarious aggression mayserve either asa [} ¢ F DR ‘B PR N v
= substitute (Rosenbatim‘Hnés\\deCharnm;v1960),:0r as'a model (deCharms ¢, g:;:e;e{y, b}' Teversing the emp/ﬁasw in each : ;
.+ and’ Wilkins, '1963) for the subsequent aggression. However the [] . ough | W{"fh?ﬂm'biﬁons can be decraased of these, we have 3 Iist of 6 e
= - difficulties inherent in the interpretation of catharsis phenomena-do §: - pPSItwe‘xiewatdeOraggressfve Behavior rather than increfsed- - T
~not end here; After all the cathartic effect may be due to‘any of the 1} them topélmaf}’ gg{if of most parents i to ’ed;z o g c;‘
 following reasons: (¢) the subject has “let off  steam” @ i hos & of 513(?1 ﬂungsi‘batvtpe parents approve g‘;_.‘"'f gle{{ ﬂh@{§n~to teach )
-undifferentiated - autonomic “arousal model); () the subject has "{ harmony with ‘they dﬂé:éﬁ}‘:gye. Bécause parem??ﬂ ?%reﬁg;n_from, doing
R aggressed against someone or other (a hydraulic aggression model); (c) 19 cultural v;}q "‘j't,hme of s6eiety as 2 whola this has m?altresﬁare generally: in N
: , _ the indeterminant target (an expressive- model); (d) the subject has 13  4po s P“»‘F’ ,fb%fChﬂd._Duﬁnginfanc; the i S ,efeffec\? of transmitting
- successfully aggressed against the instigator (a self-esteem restoration or % Lehilgis mﬁsatz}g;%l world. At tﬁ-ssmgaﬁ‘amm plfat.ltr;;edmte famﬂ}’ constitufes
‘ - threat removal model); () the subject has'seen the frustrator punished, g yopy - o fort?h ties are the primg ’;tﬂeté“ s ’f{‘;miﬁchxmg with the
_w " even by someone else, and cognitive expectations regarding justice have i ericed b Into the neighborhond. 4t school. a, é’ ‘ E?lav:qr; Asthe child® ST
" been confirmed (a dissonancé reduction model); (f) the subject }‘ms::;: coaches, ol Y ?f"'f‘iet" variety ‘of mp‘[é:; lay m’a ?:s thelafgérsociegz, heig S0
accumulated reactive inhibition or fatigue '(a behavioral oscillation | o enco,un ; T8ymen, professors, employers Scoutgl,'ésfhl?dmates, teachers S S
model); (g) the subject has developed guilt-or aggression anxieties 2 ldennﬁmﬁo;m only ‘through books or feléy\fsimi %@:H?éwpeopfewhom
. subsequent to aggression (an aggression-anxiety-with-delay model); (1), 8" ; oW syat Processes, the child often -mcofpora.tes tgggh e learning angd
. PR the subject perceives that a given amount of aggression ‘is,approprlat_e values coﬂ: ef": ?fhge fle%irﬁects the values of others Vvalues _Of Some info. - i o) :
Y+~ “under the circumstances (2 social feality model), Where a cathartic ﬁ% ana;yf;tmnng of “th 0 shalt’s” and “hos =sﬁa15f¢m'}z}m incorporated FR
: : - effect is ostensibly absent, it may be the case that hisaggressive hahits £3 = ' - valu eomwhlchl’ﬁgﬂa‘febehaﬁw,' [ECHR . ;‘fmt 5" are sonle of the [
< \ “have become *’;}ngo‘nge';, that he perceives greater 5‘09@ desirability or % unish of 3 d?;‘;‘;;ﬁ ei: “sgzg”abway ?‘g fo ;rgvfa:d J‘gb&,ﬁbeﬁaﬁo;ﬂn& i e //,
e e . ’ b e?:fm;mlf vio enf:eﬁ“regarded‘ag_?gbagg L ’rf !
ar g Rl S S 4 P : ‘ 5
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ividual feel gwilty 1 o enipages in viplence, he ’ ’ anothe ' a R
guity £ee" - rewards and punishmen€ uztilégusvgﬂlt%eb:f? ble to prescribe specific kinds of W
ective for various kind .
nds of people

under various ci
g scxef:;ns;;;ca\(fhls is 'the traditional disparit,
bR Loy t;aergh provides general guidelines, };3\?: e Dare
the problems of pSychology Pecxt: cs t:f effective actions. T’hxs 13 Xiedg)rnoli
: a

violence. Not: only will the in
4 if he refrains from it. ome- regard these internal

will .also feel prou
injunctions as.a loose system of specific habits which. have been. condmoned
over the years; others refer to them a8 the mdmduals conscignee; and

psychoanalysts prefer to 1abel them the superego :

Reductxon Through Counterstxmuh PR .
RSONALITY TYPE'S AND VIOLENCE

nal 'stimuli Personaht
a
y and its functioning characteristics have been desc ib d‘
ribed 4s the

an action be taken on. exter

e i To what extent we may now ask, ©
to-reduce their effectiveness in producmg aggressweness" : “common pathway” f&
~.Some investigators have bevn concerned with the pOSSlblhty that vxetxms i besn concerned ‘w{th oralt ;n{]uances on human behavi
are in some Ways responsible bY encouraging violence. Reference is made {0 i{  possible personalities a‘%eVEIOng “typologies” of perslc: llfsy chologists have .
the woman who' is careless with “her pocketbook thus inviting pursé J _ typology one must fi ?ngka continuugjn of aggressivenesa ’lrt)ﬁ e, a;ranging
snatching, to the woman who sexually encourages a man and then attempi§to by devising instrum irst specify what s meant by i s. To develop such a '
“yurn him off,” or:to persons whom the police perceive as unruly of insulting: . scale may be dete Iﬁ:llts for measuring sich “p mnen'é;’: ?,ﬂﬁ to apgressiveness” Ty
The victim may facilitate, Or even: directly precipitate: the aggressxon asour .4y conditions of objecti inedihic systematically examinin , flhe utility of such 2 -
data showed in Chapter 5. One typical recorded case involved a wife who, 1 aggressively than the ’Xf’ StlmUIUS, the “}'ugh prone” tgw ether, under cqual g
when her husband threatened her with 3 U, taunted him, “What are you | " Personality can’b d"‘” prone” type. - ype will ICSPOHd moxe a=
going to 4o, big-man, kill me? You haven 't got the guts to kill me;” Howeves, i the interest -of the e divided in Umllmenable ways, depe d
many ‘times the provocative aspects of the victim’s behavior may not be so i1 person’s readiness investigator. He may be mf’ezesg: 2 ing in Jarge Part on
obvious, such as situations 10 which the victim madvertently behaves like an R gratifications 1o ;0 risk himself creatively, to ed, for example, in 2
ougmally frustrating agent sO that displacement of aggression is facilitated.!® ! optimism about ‘;." ; or possible rewardy in the futur Work hard. and defer
’ ﬁ\ the szlxme light, heé)reseipce of weapons tl'nay facilitate aggresswnness by -1 may be relevant t: tg;eu;?:ti‘ E;ch of these and mar:y g:ﬁ;? cf;xi: deguce of
ing violence apparen y safer, surer, @ inal : It rstanding of ; racteristic
I Stimuli to violence can be verbal, r@atenal human, wﬂlmg or unwilling. ] me asui-i g;u}f;l:] to note that if Ws m{azfg;s?:s%;gg inlente, - s
Not enough | is known at the moment to be able to say anything . decisive 14 is aggressive b Prg“eﬂess toaggression, EEE’ cannot .e"f, of authority as a !
about the ways in which stimuli mterac; in various contexts to increase OF 4 - an individual’ Yl)s]ag:g’g ﬁ;:;}he resents éuiﬁonty ggﬁ: u;gat ?13 individual
nd violes 4 This has been one of n a scale, we canapt then ‘ a frait to define
the more grievous iistake use that trait to predict itsell.
s of personality research. - “

reduce the likelihood of aggressiveness a (;}
The various ways i which fagtors from theses hree catagories can mteract

are toO NUMEIOUS for cataloging. It is clear, hm\vever .that a vast collection of
_objects, persons, and situations can serve a,}w w{lstra’uons or other mst1gat10r\s
to violence. There are, in turm, & number bt ways in which these mstxgatxons

can be reduced.
Psychologlca]ly 5peakmg, aggressweness and vmlence are potentxally
~ lodged: within the system of the md1v1dua1 But the need to act aggresswely
and the acting. out, or failure to do 50, depends in sxgmflcant part on ‘the
jnteraction between the individual and his.environment. Increasing inhibitions ]
behavior 13

by punishing aggresswe behavior. and rewarding. nonaggressm
The role of others, individually and

The Suc(:ess Of
differences in b personality theory in clearigg u
This is in part zh;wto; ?}etween individuals and gmgpg Bh‘gs‘;xmg problems of
while individus besior o et dhat pesngley v g
pen : ecific. T,
3 ‘dependégﬁ?zf‘fh :ﬁrrent situation, retrea bgofgffggg‘e ,Il’,;l‘;ﬂe person may,
{1 environment which cumrent situation,” damely, facto key phrase is
. Personality r.hecf romote or inhibit the lkelhood of 15 in the external
satisfactions exyenefcedhiwbee“ useful in dewmm!aggrﬂg :;sme behavior.
actions, the needsanmdi;vi’é’" individuals as 2 result of ;;g nature of
.. tomaximize when 3 ualvgntfymsamfy or the particular seis of
opportunities present themsejves, ICWdrds he will seek

-

obviously. involves other people~
collectively, 18 crucialin determining the role. of “self.” lntemal psychologlca T s
‘forces are generated by circumstances of life which involve-others and provide dacnb:mge A m::; from this possibility, one investigator?
‘ o
s for the actor. These, in turn, generate “pehavior can be “‘:;eg;’ngzgnt typed of perso x:fafo; v{ﬁﬁatgﬁe& .
e sense that it is perceived b essive”
y the individual as

the locus an nd feedback mechanis
1ther facﬂxtates ot

| states which the extemal envuonment tuen e

new interna
j;'mhxb\ts

Yoy, ?sychology has mvestxgated these matters

e consxderable disagreement, even among . membe

eir findings makes certainty a rare commochty 1. Th

d nonviolent behavmr can ’Dc o fﬁ“f;;f:;mﬁggmﬂy asa sezf.?,& sﬁa :

- I Ge £15 B ‘ Iﬁ'jﬁg tggvv

vanabxhty of th
It is one thing to-know. that’ nonaggresswe an
lent - o
g aggte;sm and viole %‘ B Nown enforcers »

gahfy‘ma‘ Such behavio
r iz
or nesd experienced by m};’m d[ @ means of ammgmng some goal

. The i}'pOlogy gs
subcategories. éﬁ%%d into two major gmﬂps, eaeh mih several

throughly but there is stﬂl '

rs of the same school.

enco,uraged by rewardmg them .and by pumshm
a &

%,
23



442

ol image o¢ Jtors:

C. Self-image compensa

N (1) Se'lf-image«defenzzersvy )
| () Self-imag’epromé ters :

D. Self-defenders
E. Pressure removers

[L. Those who use yiolence be

social relevance:
A. Bullies”
B. Bxploiters
C. Seif-indulgers -
. Catharters

S

himself. He becomes aWare

: © oro4tidn personal source O
a e .SOCial Iath.ﬁf"tha P [S‘On 3 et
%ﬁﬁéﬁhai in the absjgnctt i f other people son

distinct pacifist strgaki ‘

" In 6ontrast W

ona self-appointed basis, attemp

and- the insurer of its
activities which chatlerige
: AR i

anlingss j :He
manliness, OF ‘worthl - He
others will belittle him, &
| point is reallx a va
3 or slights are immé
y after the incident

kY decisive one:

i Self-image promoters.
% , ‘
kY

\ other words, he creates &

.\ 1ikely to be questioneds

3 ik
Narise

A

a EPI
rehuently the issues
ﬁkel&*to; produce

; o N\
- standagd sources

ideable iopzl-onnotations
considexable-emotiopat c(;nzl .
feltow inipate "gani‘prove 12

two paﬁl/gs}.{”cigara»ttes.

Pt
=

e

/

‘ ' Riepuiatian
Undei this heading afe{

- -position, physical $12€, OF gﬂ? P

feel that-a person 18 violent

ith reputation defenders, norm

pfiinciples to which they subscribe..-

 Self-inage defenders.—|
* A » . ex eo
implications of othér p ; s!;’\perpem
alid one. Not all attacks resultipg from per
diate. Some defendets act against
itself has escap

ié’%eatedly, while some will pass, 0

defend, his s_elf—image,a:bu.t' the affron

to his behavior, ‘i:rri’tgtiggao
< {hem eagerly when they respoi "
Yo \\Self-image‘ promoters are ;.;1 - e
| et ey u?}g;ss;wes are cxceedingly trivial-Prisons are especially,
F\ 1 individuals, because \

ch - indiyiduals, bEC !
mf?lenﬁty and self-esteem and vest trivial su!

P

” . Crifnes of Violence

s S ’ 1 ».of
icaus.e: they see {hemselves as the only “fact” o

,.;"5;////

2t

L

oy

e]f-‘Preserviﬁg*,*Stxatez_gigs‘ |
D ety use fheir social
ho act violently because |

' I:seog:'tuvsl}:)bﬁgate them to-4o O Because others

[ the person comes 1o X 4t violent behavior of

|| the person &%, 0 eed to defend it. At the Same
e o th? ? :;ciis yiolence is evidenced by
k eputation'def,enders show a

Norm Enferc enforcers enter their carge:;
g cocie

5t cof onscience of the socl

ting to become the c ¢ O those

intégrity. They ook for and Oppose

A  anse. of personal.integrity,
? i . his “sense of personal.-
. act;cl’lx;sbi:’rgﬁtsd against the probability that

hisstarice

PN ' 17 tOTS ‘r,','.:/ ‘. i3 .
*S"E_lf' image comp%??;ndgr is extremely sensitive 10

E7

i the reason for is the suspicion thatihe
ngd the e

ceived challenges
an offendiag persontltorélg(
i | some even atta
e latter’s mind, anq sof en
ew(/lerﬁ:)ne or two affronts while waiting fora

‘ image ' ‘may somef ct to
— The self-lmt‘;gﬁe%f:;g;?s r'::));re. prét%rtangfd,.,lrré
o tions in which his involvement of Y:;s;%:_z.g:igm ’
s behar s in such a way that predictableo0ie .
o behmt,f\ers delibbzately <o that he ‘can pounce

©4 either consistently U !
46 be either consistem oCe '
t?m‘;blﬁa“fb assess the odds agaipst them

inmates of the
substitutes with
“staring’ 3t 2
disputes over

they deprive

this‘reason that’

il, and why lives have besn takenin
2 B ¥ ' B )

PSS Wi g

s

d jmes-act 10~ .

ssuccessful i 3¢

el

!

k:

5

.k)

1

b
8
it
¥

2
%
1

/ The e‘Xéloitei is di

o other pecple is to cater tothem in every.possible way. When the self-indulger
a1

“gts self-indulger’sdemands.

1 orentation isiJikely to be fruitful for the development of furthier ideas. The
{4 typology is beset by major problems, however; we note, for example, that the
- categories are not mitually exclusive.?* PR

4

il\,
=4

( .
o

Psychological Explanations

443

‘ —— v : Selfdefenders -
- The selfdefender cultivates fear and uses violénce to déal with people he
fears. Some of the threats in his life may be real, but because they occur
repeatedly,, creative effort is to be suspected in which the self-defender

. losateg insecurity where he can grapple with it. ' ‘

oy B - Pressure Removers B

Mapy violence-prone persons are deficient in verbal and-other social skills.

Such persons may fall into the category of the “pressure remover,” who

resorts to violence as an expression of helplessnéss, or as a last minute effort

to obliterate situations to which he is unable to respond. The simplest version -
of this i the action of verbally unskilled persons to terminate altercations to
which they cannot reply effectively. Violence, for them, not only expresses

frustration, but also represents a brusque summary of the. argument the
person cannot verbalize. B e
Seeing Self as the Only Fact of Social Relevance :
Under the general heading are classified peopleswho view others only as
objects, T ‘ ¢ Loy

it

P

T " Bullies R .

; o y
The bully is undoubtedly the most unpleasant type of violent persen:
empathy with his position is difficult because he derives satisfaction frory the
suffering of-.others, The pure bully uses violence te-Secure power, obtain

goods and - services; atd keep others in their pliCe. However, violence, is
invoked in @ variety

f situations because the means are more important thgn
the ends. : ‘ SR i
2N P

Exploiters )
stinguished from the-bully in that he uses violence only |
as a means to achieve his ends. Skill and energy are invested in convincing

other people to supply &ommodities or services without reciprocation; but |
~previously cooperative dssociates may rebel, or outsiders may -intervene to

spoil ‘a plot. In such cases, the exploiter resorts to violence 4s he does when
met with: violence, but he does no# view

it 25 the necessary or desirable means
-of control over others. o :
' “ CA : Self-Indulgers : -
- Unlike “ekgilojters, self-indulgers do not deliberately take. advantage of
_others. Like smill children, they naively believe that the only purpose of

~ finally meets somebne who will not comply, he produces the equivalent of “

the child’s tantrum, a vielent act against the person whois ot meeting the |

0 ‘ Catharters ¢ . : ~
The catharter aftacks othérs to Telease accimulated emotions which have !
Little or nothing to do.with the behavior of the victim. He has learned thatby |
expressing violence he can cheer himself up, and at the point at which he feels
it is necessary to release emotions, he seeks asituation in which he can do so.
" This appreaghk Ao-violence is valuable in that it reveals clearly that violence
is not a unitary phenomenon to be explained under a catch-all rubric. Such an

- We view this apprpjich as exploratory in nature and acknowledge that
o s ‘ .

o

il . e




Cti:ne‘s‘ of Violsnce

some useful insights have emefged. In particular, the work. suggests that
violence may be cumulative in character. Once & person discovers that his ego
san be ' buttressed at the expense of .others, the formula seems 10 be
R recutrently applied. The gambit of edrlier incidents pecomes the routiné of
\,  later omes. The typology suggests;al‘sc}, that violence is subcultural; that is, it
L s evidently present in differing deg es in different subpopulations“.~ 14 thus -
 ‘pecomes crucial once again 10 sxamine ‘the ways in whichpppo’rtu'ni’ties to
commit violence (.. a situation, suc}i as-a viot, in which violence 18 approved
of by others) become available to uyjolence-prone” individuals. R
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MENTAL ILLNESS AND VIOLENT ACTS.
The Professional Advisory Council of the National Association for Mental
Health submitted the following statement t0 the Commission:
(1) The popular ided that the me,ntall}}’ill are oyverrepresented inthe
) opulation of violent criminals is not supported by research. evidence.
7 (2) Generally, “persons identified as mentally ill represent 19 greater
risk of committing violent crimes than the population asa whole.??
ndicate that the . discharged mentally ill, as 2 whole, are
in the general population to involvement in violent
o more likely

dicate that the mentally ill are n
ch crimes as assault, 1ape, or

+ Most studies i
significantly Jess prone 14N
pehavior..All studies to datlt
than the general population to be insﬂ?lved it su

g homicide. e
Jb Elaborating on the  Advisory Counsel’s conclusion,
d to the Task Force as follows:

Association reporte
The National Association for Mental - Health pelieves strongly that
violent crime, and violent behavior generally, are especially liable to
over-simplification by the general public and even by professionalsr not
directly acquainted ~yith the field. Violence is 2 complex phenomenon,
- with probably less selation between,different yarieties of violence than

. the layman, supposes. We would li 1s, which howevet

o ke to list some facto
R  unlikely they might appear to laymen, ar¢ nevertheless gonsidere

jmportant by, some 0f of the reséarch workers in the field. No
-&violence” which does

explanation Ok not take these factors into

account could, it seemns to us, be considered sufficient.

the staff of the

£ =
v , €)) Historical Factors - ) .
After noting the nistorical trends in violent behavior presented ift

detail in Part L of this report, the council notes that:

Good- evidence exists that the rates of major mental illness have
neither increased nor (except in @ few now curable conditions: like
pellagra and paresis) decreased in the Tast 100 years, This pattern
doesnot resemble that of violence rates i any particular. - e
)] Geographic Factors R T
In our own countrys murd
common in one state as in ano

er, for example, may be ten times &
ther. Murder and other vidient acts also

r
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Sh ow. 4 ma r]:ed trend tc ba h i e 3 3 ﬂ]E Sﬂllth and SGllthweSt than l‘l’l
+ 5 . . u :IE aslc‘ (El'll cﬂ.l‘:iﬂe
F E 8 1 -

- rdtes than eve
» o HEphy U
the Eastern states, though sonie regions have
; have rape or

assault rates co 1001

peaginy bﬂrg;:g;zlzl; fc‘zfou‘;;s:.. Mental illness, ‘contrary to violent

.gepg.;aphically;' vwle‘nc‘e.,f seems gquallj} vdistribut:d
" .(3) Soctal Factors KR |

vy 7

H 3 mat a Tra1n \as ' it g :

- features: they most p

ek . m N

and values fzspegtsitx)prgﬁably reveal cultural differences, ie., attit

some situations whic g the appropriateness of homicid PR udes
Grner aﬁﬁ*’-:nﬁm'h some groups hold in-our society. e or assault in
= 3 X! -, g ‘ : ‘

 the “poor, wham-gcuiﬁ and assault rates tend also to){:ye associated wi

phenomenod and eir race. In the South and West ociated with

i t’g/ \orthern urban rates may 7 it is a“rural

immilgration of r{r y temporarily reflect the

Northern rates renfain | people from the South, though®
- High rrflﬁgi:e ngln much lower than Southertril;a::sough ‘(as noted)
in areas mhabit:&%?jsault.,"at¢s tend, in other words, o b; 3
sanction spirited defe}:1 groups who are poor artd have attit pd0 gt
usually kill s Oméone ts}fe;f ksgeplﬁc insults. Murdere‘fs are 6}t:nids tﬁit
quarrel, in an angry: ow at least slightly and @0 ¢ Tunk,
Murders are usu;ﬂ%ry." sudden and generally Ungremed?gtsz during a
\ these circ y more edsily solved than difated manner,
N\ Mz ircumstances. other crimes, because of
\ ass murders, o ‘
individupls are vsé often (though not always) committed b N
 be believed that lry at)’}?lc§1 and uncommon murders. Whi e schote
" mental illness »afisiwef;l(j’c‘°e°°“°ﬂﬁ° groups had more caliz It'gsed-to’
recent research mak::l thlrsl atg;ii;'h 33 agose in better-off ‘soi:i(;l {:‘2?;
parallel between the soci n doubtful. There s, P VS
. ¢ social as, . is, then, no sim
major mental illnéss. pects of violence and the social aSPectsp é_e'f
V (14) Age and Sex .
iolent acts are, generally, li
relative you o y, like many other crim $ilssoci .
mascli n}; :i};tia\?i?ytenl?{ to decrease with age. Viole‘nc?,i:zls:: litedal.;v it
distributed. b0 . Major mental illness is f » suays
; ut equally betw. , for maost varieties
seriously men o een the sexes. Whil i
Sauls e span; others mey show symptoms mptoms theoughout the
’ v.SY . sty ut the
age, etc. There is no relati ow.symptoms only in middl .
tere is no relation in-the iddle age orin 0
pattern of violent acts. w the age and, sex. factors to the umi,d;
o " e ’ ¥
) ComatNemous yomatilogy
igators feel that there is a relation, stiﬂ obséure, bet
‘ 2, between

. . .

impulsive behavior, which m
i , which may include viol
impulsive bel s nay inc ude ‘violente and e i
oot e :;1?21;: t};r‘l;téop 1ihfound in murderers ::I;trx?lu :xczszn? o,
UL & Drobably d in the majority of murdere oy case,
schizopJ}:ren ;‘a ao}{‘d Zz::::; 1zllndess, including the c;c’i;:;s’;ef;zta?g ;:lase,
; pression. speci; ek |
schisoplirenis and deptessin o nofﬂfh_ow specific brain abnomzalz’tz“ezj
N (6) Public Attitudes g . |
ewspapers and journals, “ ocou lenc
D nd journals, currently preoccupied with “violence™ a
; re

<F



446 B o S S C‘!imes,o,f;YinenQe & Psycl:#‘,mgicﬁ! Explma;ﬁoﬁs ‘
ijished by and for the middle St hich goperaly doploses PRV oo ple g ' :
v::"l;ncﬁ g‘ its OZNR cin‘,les\’\;illS es it‘hl;tleﬂ, an(d,‘calls it someﬂ;l“ﬂg el)s‘e when 1 stay “ogts‘:; ansvglgred, People given this diag | . -
it -does brea ough. When violence or any criminal act) OCCULs L ‘ e,” but wh ‘ | this diagnosis usual ' -

for theracts loosely called “white b f:,otl;p of the ,"cmemally?jl}t’t’h 5,);,;30*!%% hos P italized, thé;ggn§€§t$‘2iﬁtg ' i 1
rag the crime-rate of all the }nzngt;?;e‘slg s ré’c‘ord, e tenadt' ’ o :‘
. il up' to dbout that fo — i |

- thaf rthe - P '3

among the niddle class, it 18 (except C
. collar ctime’”) usually 2 phenomenon of youthful males, as at every:
... social level. Middle class boys, however, a1 only about 1 {5-as apt 1o be
arraigned: as ‘lower class boys, though the actual rates{ f th
- are not that far-apart. Middle class boys-are naughty; lower class boys
are delinguent. Some rtather obviou‘s'di,,ffexential handling is going o
nomenon may have ,ponsiderable, relation to what acts.are
“yiolent,” what actors are designated as being “yiolent,” ‘and
swings at 2 companion 10 the
policeman at

. non-mentally ill. This di
‘other categori - dlaggoSﬁ(; group, however, i '
* disorder, g :iat;‘;;‘ealbgt l;dspjtauzed,_ havm\gr}l i ?tf‘?; all 12@ the -
] . er " 3 . ) vious. t
‘mernital illness” cate Ht s been deliberately excluded ought
mental Uess” catogory by the framers of the Mod xpuded liom the
: , e Penal C
that a large nu ry practical implication of th oce Jode.
! m - LA 4 hese d I 2 s
X o e oﬂ,sho}zg» gf; Iallx};ot;:ula:z,gn of crimina;s":?é ch,'z::éeﬁtxsitl finds
complaints and o ety, pligbias, depression axagge ally ill,” in :
humanity, not cri o he is merely finding s exaggerated bodily
: criminality. M; : ing out something
this field is vitiated‘,I,aIu-y . Much of the work done Zomethmg about
non<riminals. Not Only :?sufﬁcxent comparisons with }t'hlesearch?rs in
ymptoms: af loast 90); o the majority of humans sh ¢ behavior of
% of Americans have ¢ Ommitte%waat least mild
' n unnoticed

considered

so on. A New Haven commuter who

Grand Central bar is wgick,”-a black woman who pushes &
Qcean Hill-Brownsvme is inciting to riot, and so ot

(1) Problems of Classification - <

s from certs

'ij\ difﬁculties in classifying the

A similar problem arise
.+ yarieties of Jeviant behavior, every when done, by professionals. Most * erim
professionals in the behavioral sciences. feel that there aré comimnon , 'Ir? (UgEHa fairly setious felony) at :
'psychological,‘mechani‘sms shared by all human beings, whethex “iil” or arisin (;.t er words, a statement .thatog ¢ time or another. 4
‘ “,normal,”‘.?origh,’t or retarded. However, they also tend, in practice, t0 - to sa}? ;{? ;rllltemotlonal conflicts is not s;ﬁina Is may have symptoms (\)
group deviants into tWO great groups: those who show a tendency 10 1 mete o whether the tjore serioush P msmg and has nothing much
demonstrate, at least occasionallys socially incapacitating behavior the Toss 1 n unusual degree.\In fact, th ty mentally il are involved i
(usually «psychotics”) and those (usually “peurotics,” “personality he Jess likely a person is to be a crimi :]mo;e serious his mental fiﬂnes;l
. disorders,” etc,) whose pehavior tends 10 pexmit more o less normal 1 Thgfg I‘ienlaf iqn"",’ﬁfghgviomi Séfé: e 2 holent Grim. B
~ ‘ ains Qﬂeﬂe‘jimpo@mv e 10 710 ent Crime o
rtant point. Psychiatry and psychol
psychology

social behavior. T o _ y have 1
The latter group is - often included in classifications of “mental 0?: ﬁ;r;:‘;h to contribute to-the legal syst
illness,” for completeness and because psychiatrists and psychologists W less'imp;fgnti{’ as seems Ascientiﬁcanvytf:? and to society’s handling
gh all categories ; " $hat +ant in anti-social acts than ¥ , major mental ill ocq i i1
; that the orisn =500 acts than the public imagi ness is far
origin of crime, fichiding Violent :cg;nugllril:; %geme-s, It 5 likely
crime, may be most fruitfully

are impressed by common mechanisms that run throu
owever, like the layman, the professional is sought by
. L eXxamining > .
g certain social processes, in which individual
L individu

{including the “normal”). H
apt to t - of the first group which ‘demonstrates the more e y
incapacitating behavior, as the wreally” mentally it This group, which ¥ i’;r?j; ?r‘t’g%’?“?mcems ‘may be only one factor
includes the sphizophrenics,the manic-depressiVes and so on, is the group [ ) towards ixn;?s:/e?ow%et’ it is not vParadox{i)é"él/a?g aﬂt‘)tialway s:even an
: T methods of rehabilitati ) o state that pr ;
rel ation and eventuall progress
eventually prevention

whigh ‘uses our psychiatric ‘ho'sPital;facﬂit‘ies the. most, presents the  needs that ind :
graver difficulties in treatment and the smore important public health 1} by K i ow]edn ers;ax;ldm_g of human behavior which
. : e K R . E 2dge -0 how an individ 2 ; ch can *On‘ly be gained e
an - ftdividual tesponds 1o 1 Ly be gained »
i s to frusfrating and

averwhelming situati 13t
g situations. 1s addition, the legal and penal syst !,
gal and penal systems neé' -,

problem. , , , s Con
L Infact, the other group, those with milder symptoms, blends into 1 o
the general population SO readily that discrimination is difficult, and 3 ~ :tra 0;' ?Vne,ther specific, individual characfeisti
may be practically and theoretically. impossible. P‘egﬂaps;?S%.or more & 7“‘1:11;:’;311 m poverty or other mah aracfesisticsmay sway 2.p exsoe;;\\:
of the human race show neurotic or similar symptoins, not necessarly {1 o <vch 2l” solution o his sim%i?m socil. systems, towards a
R incapacitating, at oné ‘time or another, though perhaps 2 third show 31 g?c’ tological sets in pplice and judge {Dns‘ Similady, do " specific
"\ them much of the time.”In. contrast, perhaps _only 5-10% of the 11 ;w'e: '?Df1°WSI*‘3188$‘fsindmduals,}w-hé?ms g-:}leqd‘;zo impute “criminality’” to
2 fpopula;t‘ionvw.illz ever show, more serious ~symptoms (and 2 800 1o ‘ é’ ?ﬁerfundmto@aby the holders? t be handled 'henerjf,mch’:s ots
i i pro o;tion,oﬁ these, incidentally, will recover)r,;flﬁ,thehmilder symptoms Pl ‘?p_ﬁbfmpefency:to stand frial, responsibzh fisoos e
TR are called “mental iliness” then most of usare pdd. P | o P%fcmem*m which psychological knowled ity, disposition are all legal
/ “"(‘R;;,,Oné'\\ of these milder conditions, which /does not usually show 4 words a/;m and stphclggi(‘, Salls can bge ii‘f useful, and-often crucial
| abnormal pehavior to a degree warraniting hospitalization, 5 the - areas ,ho areas far beyond major max;lizl"? und applicabie, in other ,
'\ “anti-so¢ial personality,” or _“psychopath.” There is jprobably less 1o Ao owever, is for greater and. mmore 1 iliness. The need dn these ~ ,
‘{\scientiﬁcaxl\ly " known of this group than -of any other psychiatric j&i O fhan nt of hard knowledge in fhese area ??Pmsﬁﬁafﬁﬁ research. The : 77713
“gond’ition.;How widespread it is amonis ,;he-g_e;:,;gral population sone - L1 f a Qiher‘branchas @fhmnanbéﬁa;iéi;ti;}gm wing far mﬂlel;slow}j P
"\‘aucstion;‘whethex there actually is such;&\gyﬂ‘émity -i another, poth 34 o , vior .,u‘ es. mate oMl : g »
|
3
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s S PR ) ‘ nCmnes‘(itf_ ;Vlol;gnce : N Psy cﬁdlogical Explanatiops
- INNER PSYCHOLOGY AND OTHER SITUATIONS . © . §~ ' o - ’ e
S et o et of their fellow prage o “
- It 18 a disappointing but hardly. surprising fact that psychological research ance:of Innibitors ang fits t""‘. vne must Suppose that we } - B
into aggression arid violence should be most deficient in that portion-of the bositions have Previously o lﬁato:s When pegsons whose ave reached 4 neyy
analysis which is most relevant for policy; namely, the interaction between o MOV join the ranks of active ae d asa ge\éu_me inhibitor ’ofecon‘o,"}'? and gocja]
stimuli and types of aggressive and violent responses to. those stimuli. The . VS Mew balance pag b Nd aggressive protesters, - aggressive responge
question: “Under what circumstances will a given type of individual (defined s,lmat“”,{'al» 'instigato[s_";u veex? bml}ght abouit by‘ ’the int ‘ "
by. a state of readiness to respond) _’resi}pnq aggressively or'violently, or ima. repr¢331()n’ diminution ofptgor % modﬂls, “TESOurces, ébgv-rpduct’oﬂ- of new
contrary ‘way?” requires that we combine what we know. about-the inner: as changed—for youth as ﬁe?lr of Consequences, anc} ﬂm;ﬁ:& of Immediate
makeup. of the individual with what we know: of the social context in which the reasons fo; increased nnlita::yfosfvblacks%dm these C'hl'a;: ge’;?}e situation :
he lives, R e et e ® The exparnay o o2 ETAY 1016 thee Follawia o - e MNANY of
It is also necessary to develop new terms to describe‘the situations that . - pu .f,.mzl‘:ft;mal Situation fias shifted radic'ﬁ h%fojlé?,,ngt Gl
elicit : diverse - reactions. . These terms are needed to link situations and ﬁossib e gainsar overshadowsd possible a‘a o ,fmm one where DPerceived
responses. For example, if we know that-an individual is saturated with . ot ‘Sifnply i chn;i}' C{Ver‘shaddw possible rge 115, _to ,9”;3_ where Perceived o
“instigations to aggression,” we-still cannot predict that he will respond 4 youth: 1 efe‘ “lange In the subjective statepr;s%{"]Thls “perception” s
aggressively to any and all provocations. The situations in which he finds 5 “deﬁn’ition s are objective changes thas hc; the black COmmunity“on;f'
himself will contain significant numbers of outside forces that both instigate ~ §]° .. 4 Thete"")  the situatign » - 7 A¥e contributed o the-new
and inhibit aggression and violence, The child who feels very hostile toward a 5 agpressive bag: New fypes of péiCeivmg Betore i . o R i
parent may nevertheless not strike out against a parent who provokeshim |1 produceg ae vior. For more tha‘zi"a“fféi‘:‘agrs’b €5 potential repriijes to
+ further, The superior physical force of the parent,.the threat of the parent to ¥/ sitdowns in group of college-educareq - e ‘the black .comm‘unit}’, has
deprivernim of wanted things, and the prospect of a future with a patent who . § themselyes. t,hg ‘ 19507, ‘have expeﬁ'meﬁ};oumfwho: SIarting With IBE
will continue punishment over time will determine the nature of response of ;— Their couég?% géoﬁtrs‘t and dissent., ; ﬁfif’moj,‘:;ﬂ at great 'dangét to PR
the aggression-ready child. - » : i o , 7 S ; 0 PAIG Off” 15 4l ot oo ANOSHY neny;, i ‘ ‘ R
‘Itgii no vac’c,identy to take another example, that thie rate of overt aggression = 1 Wgre‘ not Slffﬁdeﬂf,to d"elefiih?i ;s‘.ense ﬂzat the pﬁﬂiﬂﬁnen;: lemt dwwm o
‘ ' 4 TOm Fecmiting new et s o TOm pursting and escalati Experienced "

by the black community in‘the United States against white-authority symbols . Eenemtion of yepls }Tiﬁmbffs nto their ran; T effectmg dissent and

has increased greatly in recent months. Important situational determinants | 52 ° 0 O Welltraine, J *sticee Ssfil? po 7 bt
Sty O, : 4 B - d R 1 blactk L, 2 whol, . :
havigrchanged greatly in recent months. These include both deterrents and - ¢ - Iewﬂgf{ﬁs;enge;s and protesters. ﬁlerebg:,ks been bx;ug_&t m’fant%‘z :
stimulating factors, such as the use of police force against demonstrators;the  {f  thesy vco;: - deg ?ﬂbﬂ‘»c“"sj'znpazhy for e beeg DUIlerons reinforein :
“understanding” by high authorities of why:the black strikes out; the support — £1  from o der €, actual success i sitdowns aﬁdeg (FaUse, public aeclaim for
of sympathetic whites; the consolidation of heretofore disparate elementsin = i stamre in Ihan mmore Cautiots mempars of th DOYeotts, iﬂclﬁasiﬂg Stupport i
the black community into a new mutually:reinforcing community of protest; t: . by Targe num;,}w}me Community, ang em(fvblaﬂ‘m?ﬁmiy, ﬁl;hanced ‘
and the elevation to leadership .of certain black militant spokesmen via  14.' served ng adal_grs“gl_’fesﬁgicmwhﬁg mﬁ’?g'é ,sg?;e AL 20ward thejr su; port
~publicity. Lo e sl e T : 7 OVercoma inter o ISBEAtOLS 15 fisrna s oS- These tewards 1
; : , .v 0me inte b ), iirther g PN haye
* All these are new elements in the life situations of blacks. Undoubtedly - Tt 5 a5 qyn ma}mhiblﬁngfac:om - Aegressive Oehavior, helping 1,
they have produced a new balance of readiness to aggress. But their presence . 1§ ; > 450 undoub SRR
or- absence and -the degree of their effectiveness: could not have been [ «gp g = OF i€ th is - e "’ﬂ’aﬂﬁﬂbmissiygbg "
calculated solely withthe knowledge of previous states of .readiness for {{ anq Ie;fg;pismfmm?ggt 0 all-ppt agg‘zafﬁoﬁﬂtatfy#”and “‘%nﬁous»‘?;z?f
- .aggressive behavior. - ‘ SRS TR : e | Yonth of posts . 2eiher the Jominany ¢ oLt Derceived gny o s o — 5
Indeed, there is some reason to suppose that large numbers of the black [} agg &rppfr?th Taces. Hﬂdezstgmdab@a it £§¢ 10 method of zcﬁﬁglggm‘ , R |
- community had been so “well-trained” in nonaggressive respenses to white ’ > Ppori {and Perhaps alsg threat o \S‘.ﬁ Zreat deat "fmﬂvtégemeﬁ; : R &
o misk Egigi ye : B

““stimuli (out of fear, commitment to peaceful methods, or both) that it can = } ¢ az,
still be said that the majority of the black .community is not ready for ¢
aggressive behavior. This is evident, for instance; in polls which state that i g >
two-thirds of the black community ‘of the United States still support and  } freg
endorse leadership which seeks to gain greater equality through the law, the {.lgpn
“Voting booth, and nonviolent pressure upon the “white power structure.” -
« It is'also clear that there have been surprising new recruits in the ranks of -
aggressors. in the black community’. There ‘are persons with some ‘stake” in ;;
the going. system—middle-class Negro professionals and semiprofessionals. h
These are people who are much further along the road to success than the 7 g

-
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Hinnately ,a\ggresswe” people, These are seductively attractive as® theones

‘that generat

- rejection, unemplo yment,\ and the like—have a hand in the shaping of

, prowdes us with a basis for understanding how violence can be “learned; - and

dlfferenf() states IDf ‘readiness”
mcremen\of msngatmg factors may be necessary to evoke that behavio

! ‘ SR %
e Crimes of Violence ‘\\ :

Sn\mlarly, the 'speed ‘with w]uch exxstmg- gatekeepers of governm\nt ;\
provm\e new opportunities and freedoms of all kinds, will do: much * *o \‘{;

detemﬁme the mtensxty of aggresswe pohtxcal behavxor by these commumtxe\

The unpox‘tance”of situatjonal factors must be kept in mind at all fimes if'one
is not to ‘be .overly attracted by the notion of “aggressive minded” -or

because they\ make everything seem so s1mple But policies that are buﬂt on
them are no \hkely to be successful in re,[xucmg violence. Situational factors
¢!, ““aggressive personalities” v,md those that stimulate or inhibit

acts of aggressmn are both crucml to the dev\\lopment of relevant pohey

SUMMARY OF PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS ;

\\, . INVIOLENCEANDCRIME . &

, The mam foc \§‘ of the psychoioglcal approach ison dlstmgmshmg “kmds
of persons "and \kmds of situdtions” that, together, are likely to result in
aggressive or violent behahor The contribution of psychological theories and
research lies chJeﬂy\un the focus dn internal balances and imbalances between
1nst1gat1ng and 1nh1b§\\tmg factors. Whether or niot thete w1ll e aggression and
wolence depends ©1 the preponderance of instigating versus mlub]tmg factors

-and on the contributi on ‘to this balance of forces exerted by external stimuli. ?
For the psychologis{ external ‘stimuli acquire relevance in explaining 3
- ‘aggression and violence|only when they become part of the internal world of
- the individual; they ar° forces that are absorbed as it were, and’ beconte

transrnuted into mstlgatqrs or inhibitors.
Such a model of'a constantly changmg equlhbnum within every xndlwdual

is most useful indeed.|It ptowdes a framework within which we. can a,.)

understand how the forces‘ of the outside. world—poverty, social downgradmg’

behavior, Each of these forces can be translated into its function as an
instigator: or iiihibitor, and- thereby is a partial explanatmn of why any
mdmdual or group of individuals resorts to violence. :
‘The psycholog1cal theory of vmlenc\ or aggressiveness may be seen as 4
“model” of the inner world of the Giolent man, portrayed against his
archetype, the nonviolent man. This model has value not only beciuse it
helps us to organize our view of the inner mikeup of man, but also bécause.it

Ve dlgressed here to questxons of pohtlcal d.lSSbnt and aggressive \ = |
fbehawor\m 'order-to illustrate the significance of “situational®. factors both -
‘ mstlpatmg and-inhibiting; for group as well as individual aggressne response

why it is-that all of us are violent at some time or another. We shall Iater seej

that the “chronically violent criminal” can be understood as an individual in ji 3%7 I
whom the violence inhibitors are either absent or so overwhelmed by the bt

mstlgators that the regularity of violent behavior is predictable. Putting the,

'matter in these terms also makes clear the crucial role of external stlmuh OB

mcreasmg orreducing mstlgatlons and mhlbmons to violent behavwr SR o
-We are also miormed by this psychologxcal tiodel that people may beinall}::
“for ‘violence.For some, only the smallest;

Q
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CHAPTER ¢

PSYCH1A TRIC AND
PSYCH OANALYTIC
EXPLANALTIONS

PERSPECT] VES

decades, none holds the public eye g5 much as the disciplines of psychiatry

espected medjcg] specialty, Although psychoanalysis! jg practised by only a
handfu] of Specialists, j¢ too is firmly entrenched 45 4 medical apg
bsychologica] Specialization, evep though there are many who scorn jt
Completely,

The appeal of psychoanalysis, psychiatry, anq the psychotherapeutic
approaches they follow, in part derives from, the ability of mep trained in
them to Secure information about the Workings of the human mjpg that are
ot normatjy accessible. Ope may distinguish four such levels of knowledge:

¢ Facts of conscious life which the individua] is not ager to relate
to others,

® Facts about which the individual does not ordinarily wish to tel)
the the trutp_

® Facts which are primarily related within the PSychoanalytic
Situation because of jts climate of relation, discipline, angd intimacy,
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e “‘5, .
454 B ‘Q‘( ’ " Crimes of Violence
S i
‘o Bacts w‘mch are not conscxou& reconscmus, but have
derivatives which can becotne mnscxoi! ﬁnder the condxtmns of the
psychoanalyt:c sx‘cuatwn2 : {“@
b
evels of

“These four levels of knowledge are reﬂected in the four I
psychoanalytxc approach L o
_ . The analyst not only tearns all thes § Jut also sees the
“-‘conﬁgugahon in which they are assembled, and the comext (such as
social, emotiona )m whlch they appear- Th1 may be callPd the Level of
Observation.
. Obser\'atmnal data . are then . interp ith regard 1o theu
mterrelatxonshlps with other pehavior; ntent: -
f: ClzmcalInterpreta tio
ations demed from”

represents the Level 0
data and their mterpret
statements. about 3

reted wi
or sonscious €0

. Observatmna ;42
twidy ble the analyst o rnake
or symptom This is

arhcular tvp of per
- called the Level of Clm
" eThe clinical interpr

ical | Generalization. . ©
etations allow the analyst to formula

theoretical concepts which aré either {mplicit in the Jnterpretanons, or
to which the interpretations may lead. Examples of these concepts SO
derived would bae repressan, defense regression. Ttus s the Level of

(Clinical Theoty-" , .
not’ he is making cotrect

s

“ A

to know whether or
must be able

atient during the course of therapy- He
f thep atient’s personahty structure o1 the structure

responses ate

psychoanalyst also needs

assumptxon% about his P
to confirm his opinions O
of hls illness. Typxcal conﬁrmﬂory

L] Decreased anxie y ,
t or its opposite shmﬂd the patxent have a

» Symptom- unprovemen

need tosuffer. - ) :
memones " fantdsies, dteams gestures
iate emononal experience.

o Confirmatory
agsociations w1th or withoutan appropil
ings rise Of recognmon, on part of patient.
er reflecting tension discharge-

xtemal source.

. Patient’s repeti
' Confirmation 0 ction from an €
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: Earliest Theories of Violence-

" In:developing his theories of the organization of the psyche, Freud wae at
a loss to explain- acts, like suicide and other forms -of -selfy “punishment,
Originally, he felt them to be the result of an inper drive, which man shared
withi-all life~the desire to return to an inorganic ;state F reud called this drive
the “death instinct.” It applied not only to the self but could also be turned
toward others, thus helping to explain all acts of interpersonal violence and
destruction. When confronted with the fact that not all people are aggressive, .
and not all people try to kill or punish-themselves, Freud hypothesized that
the death instinct could be conquered by the life instinct, which when turned
outward, becomes “love.”” Thus, for Freud, love conquers “hate.
- If we substitute the word “drive” for mstmct, we bring Freud morein
line with modern psychological thinking. “Drive” can best be thought of as
an inherent “desire” which pushes the individual toward, certain kinds of
behavior. Sex; for example, is 4 drive. The sexual drive does not always result
in gexual intercourse. The sex drive, like other drives, can be sublimated or

Crimes of Violence

redirected, thus providing ‘energy for work or other kinds of activity which -

are not
sources.of “energy that mdst somehow be utilized or expended'

As employed then wrthm a psychoanalytrc framework rrggressron is
innate, genetically determined, and supported by underlying somatic,
physnologxcal biological, and development processes.

Nothing decisive is really known -about an *“‘aggressive drive,” innate or
otherwise. It is, however,‘a convenient “assumption®**which explains some
kinds of behavror Its-existence cannot be proved on the basis of observation,
however, but only hypothesrzed on the basis of the nature of aggressive
behavror

‘Psychoanalysts see violence as the product of sume drive or instinct, and
they agree that it leads first to an emotional state called * ‘rage.” It is this
emoﬁonal state which is presumed to prece.re violence. Does this mean that

“rage’” always produces violence? The amwer is unclear.

We have described the work of a group of psychologists at Yale who in the
late 1930’ developed a theory cplled the frustration—aggression hypothesis.
In this theory, aggression is seen as the attempt to overcome frustration of an
individual’s attempt to achieve some goal. Thus, if something interferes with a
person’s attempt to reach a goal and if this interference frustrates the
goalseeker enough, he will use aggression to remove it,

This theory has been modified in several ways since originally proposed.
One of the #rodifications suggests. “‘rage” as an alternative reaction to
frustration. With this modification," the individual in pursuit of a -goal is

frustrated, becomes enraged, and may aggress or use violence to remove the
object of hrs -Tage. Thrs theory seems to imply that violence is not part of a :

drive at all, but is a feaction to some external event. It may be a reaction to
the farlure‘of some 03 ther drive.

the drive canriot exp]am all violent behavior. This Fault apphes to all theories ;
of aggression, and .is mherent in our effort to treat violence as though it were &

“sexual” at all. Psychoanalysts feel that drives are innate and are
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- “Violence and the Collsct e Experien
. In addition to ‘natural proclivities to viole wh

« ‘riots, fights, police violence against criminals, @nd ‘demonstrations, and. if he
. hears them being defended, his own violent tendencies by reinforced: -
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experiences in early childhood: - 0w TR A > menon has been minir .. o OF 1I,eatcdwj'mo/ g
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pla ha 01 strangers” o o Organized crime, i 1ao
*7 *that are part-of human development. H i S Téce smakes fhﬁmmembg;; O[zfzﬂﬂndg;ﬂis,
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s parents reiriforced  violence as preferred ‘ rationalizing it as
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experiences ‘Teinforce those from infancy and childhood, and increase )
" the likeliliood that iriténse anger will becof.fne coupled with poor control &
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" Among the special events that seem most responsiblgifor inducing violence
is- violent "behavior - toward children’ and others by iparents. Child abuse,
particularly, may result.in heightened violence by thefthild, either in action
or in fantasy. Moreover; “‘we would expect that pareng’_félf protieness to.child
abuse will -correlate ‘with parental lack of defense inthandling the stresses
arising ‘fromi-specific,. agesadequate demands of childrgfi.”!® In short, those
parents most inclined to child abuse are least likely:toicare for their children
‘during those stressful moments in a child’s developmehnt:when proper-care is. -

ypropetly if theysaré 5t to becomhe permaneit parts of t
life), therg are -outside factors, the so-called *“collectiveZgxperience” w
may - reinforce violent tendencies-in. the: child. Thus, if thechild witnesses

bécome.quickly involved in riots, either because f‘,that"is‘:wh‘er th
or because ‘they enjoy ‘the violence and now feel free rather
from- exercising ‘their ‘own inclinations; On ‘the ‘other hand,
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islence is'responded to -

framework of‘pé’r'seéﬁtiéd"deilisioﬁs. Finding tﬁat\gihi

- ‘with violerice, he may takd this as evidesice of "the“\{;orrebtneis of his delusions;

ay be accentuated. -
anic-depressive psychoses “and usually during
pression itself may be the result of the weakening
aggressive strivings.”! ® Or, out of a desire to.

his violent inclinat
. "Violence may appe
. depresied states becatise
of the repression of ha ‘
spare others agoily, the sick\individual may kill.'® 4 H e
" In general terms, psychiatric theory distinguishes|between the two main
types of “disturbed” ‘persons. ‘Antisocial or sociopathic personalities are -
emotionally immature, deficient in moral and ethical -deyelopment, and
“unable to tolerate frustration “or defer pgratification. For such persons;

\\ wviolence-is the result of a lack of uman bonds, or the absence of dppropsiate -
« = ‘models and controls. E e e o

““In contrast are those individuals for whom violence provides a hope for

resolution of -a neurotic_conflict. Violence is for them a symptom of a |

disorder.! 7 Il both cases however, according to psychiatric theory, violence
.- considered the result of the same anger or aggressive drive-comimon {o

o allfmankmd The illness is but another factor which prepares the way
-for, or enhances the likelihcod of, the eruption. of violence. The

PRI

_ psychopathology of  tliese people contain features which either
< intensify aggressive “drives, or prevent their control, or provide a -

N

» oo stimulating situation encoiiraging such behavior.!® -

" which'to fit a number of ideas regarding viclence: According to this view, the .
psyche is"divided into three parts: the €go, the id, and the superego, Theidis

ey s

. AGENERAL THEORY OF VIOLENCE

P

It 18 now possible to pull these strands of thought into a more coherent
theory of violence. In.doing so,showever, a good deal of selection: among
-yarious competing notions is unavoidable. - .4 R Rt

+'The Freudian notion of the psyche provides a useful framework within

~that part of the mind that contains the-desires, wishes, and fantasies which
“provide the impetus for most huimian acts. Drives'wGuld be classified as part

- of the id-The superego is that part of the psyche which knows society’s rules.
« Ithaslearned what iSgood” and *bad” from:parents and other jnfluences. It
is this part ‘of the mind: that passes judgment on-the secret wishes-of the
sindividual. The egp is that part of the psyche that “listens’ to the wishes of

the id and the approval or objéction of the superego and decides what sort.of -

“behavior will result. . i

o The' psychoanalytic theory: of "viol’e;nde', then; uses these thr’ée factors to

-explain the occurrence of violence in “sick” people. As they see it, one of

- two’ things: ocelirs: The-id ma;r:ove,r'ﬂbvg? with violent drives:. thé individual

+ hates t00 -miuch, - enjoys pain too mach, or wants: to destroy  himself.-

‘Sometimes-the id:is just too much for the ego. to control, and the individual

- breaks out into violent behavior, usually resultirig in ,“c_ajtnar,sis,"~a’“ie1axa?J?n,
- of “ténsion.- Alternatively,. the ssuperego may be extre

underformed. If the superego tries to quash all expression

slike or hatred,

overformed: or .
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effect, the use ‘of violent metfiods to control destructive<behavior in -
others is in itself the expression .of destructive urges in tranSparent

e o may be
disguise. 3 - ,

5L

Man is capablé of both love and hate. On the one hand, he seekito
‘pressive and unite his fellow man and himself; on the other hand;'he -
© % kills ‘and destroys .others "or himself. “We. cannot wait for biological

_evolution touchange the nature of‘man’s drives, his ego, and superego

« furictions. W& can only try to enhance his ca"()acityto channel his drives

with the capacities hie'now has in the direction of a beiter social

system % . sman has, even now, the capacity to govern himself, to
~° integrate his’ drives, his ego functions,.and 'his superego ideals and
"y prohibitions . ... ; that he willjaccomplish ‘this before he destroys
i, himself, .. [we} cannot say. Ii“this choice lies the humanness of
“ human beings.”3! S e : O

)

o A
. 3y e R L
" We must deal with the theory that built into the vk:rfy nature of man may
be impulses or instincts that, unless. zestrained, will lead him to. employ
“violent behavior. There:is no scientific evidencetto support this contention,
« but the capacity for violence, is clearly present in all men /ﬂctaphqrically -
speaking, one makes sense out of larger patterns in human fonduct by seeing
them as primarily tending toward construction or 'de,struc'ti_o\if,»tc;‘)ward hate or
love, toward life or death.; Such a view contrasts with the view that man is
- nothing- by .. pature and a ithird view,-that man is essentially - loving, °
constructive, and lifg building by natures. . S CeA

-Psyclioanalysis provides: us! with a model of human development—of the
struggle. between ‘the .impulses of the id, and the superego arbitrated by the
-7 ego, This model; -again;: at Ieast metaphorically, helps us understand the

- internal struggles that all:of us recognize within ourselves, although some may

. prefer different metaphorical desériptions. = o v

Psychoanalytic iinsights”into -the distinction ‘between normial and deviant -
violence are of considerabls help.: Most of -the'.yiolence. we consider is -

+ adaptive, for it is normal for the environment in which the:individual lives;he
;. believesit is necessary forhissurvival, 0 oo v s T B
4 1t i most useful to. distinguish ‘such normal violence from sick violence;
pri%bably a good deal can ultimately be done on a planried societal basis about
:nq’;'m'a:]] violence. Not very-much can be done on a plafined basis about sick.
dviplence; such as. the individtal who finds- it important -and .imperative to
*, shloot everyone in/sight. This is a ;phenomenon that requires the ¥ind of

SR

.. understanding that psychoanalysis specializes in. = ..o oo e
+ It is crugial that we not confuse sick and normal violence. The prgblem is

- made infinitely more difficult by treating violence as primarily a symiptom of
~disease; However much more widespread we see violence to be when e see it
as “‘normal,” it is @l least subject, in the long run, to social amel.i_br,z'{tidn and

Creduetion., o etie e s s e

Psychoanalysis then is most useful in the realm of the sick;in degling with
internal  psychological disturbances. It can ‘also. help individuals whose
elations with @ag{g other, eﬁ@?ﬁéially intimdte relations, are disturbéd, to work ¢
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CHAPTER 10

ANTHROPOLOGICAL
EXPLANATIONS

Violence is not uniquely a human phenomenon. The use of force which
results i the destruction of property or person or the deprivation of
freedom, is widespread in al} other species of animals. To this definition,
then, must be added certain elements that give to violence a distinctively
human quality. The most crucial element to be added is the role of
culture~—the learned traditions transmitted socially from one generation to
another—for these traditions provide the central organizing themes that
enable members of a human group to coexist, There are rules in animal
sioups, and the young are taught these rules as they grow; but they are not
taught on a verbal level which involves complex symbols and do not include
values such as respect, honor, grace, duty, obedience, courage, and the like. It
is uniquely in terms of such values that most human behavior is organized.
Human violence is defined either as meeting the specifications of the group or
as deviating from them,

We can see more of the distinctive qualities of human violence Ly
indicating how it is related to the more primitive and concept-free forms
tound in lower species.

The “aggressive drive” is universal in animals. It involves the readiness to
invade, disrupt, or seize the “‘territory” of another animal, and to defend
one’s own territory against the intrusions of others,

This drive is accompanied by a feeling of “rage.” In animals other than
man, some have argued, the aggressive drive does not need any mechanism for
discharge. In man, they hold, the triggering mechanism is always some. form
of frustration, In short, the human readiness to move into or invade the space
of anothér must be put into motion not simply by the emotivn of rage, but
by the sense of blockage of some desired goal.

This distinction may or may not be worthy; there are aggressions by man
against man that do not involve frustration. However, there is a point in the
complex process when man reacts to his feeling of rage, that differs from the
less complex forms of reaction in other animals. In man, the feeling of rage is
accomparied by an awareness of that feeling—not just the direct, blind reeling
itself. This awareness invokes a perception of the enraging stimulus, the other
human, and simultaneously includes a sense of possible reciprocal danger and
other values at stake. However “dlindly” an individual acts when in a rage, he
is never completely unaware of the complexities of the situation.
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468 - Crimes of Violence
Ther¢'is a uniquely human featuré; in the diverse range of possible acts in
response to aggressiveness and rage.iViolence is only one. Thus the kind of
hostile act that does occur cannot.be explained alone by the aggressive drive
or the emotion that accompanies it, Cultural factors must be added to explain
why aggressiveness and rage sometimes result-in withdrawal, sometimes in
direct 4ction, sometimes in delayed attack, sometimes in verbal insult, and
sometimss in self-destruction. : o

THE UNIVERSAL ELEMENTS IN HUMAN VIOLENCE
Human aggression containg (1) a primitive;, Biolégically gfounded readiness

to °attick or -defend. when territogy is invaded or threatened; (2) an
accomipanying emotion of rage; (3);an awareness of that rage, along with

surrounding values and emotions; (4)the triggering of that aggressiveness and

rage into action by frustration oriSome other external stimulus; (5) the
* balancing of one’s own feelings andidesires against the.rules of -the society,
and the possible consequences and ‘o other values that are regarded as
important; and (6) the selection fromi@irange of possible reactions of the one
most fitting to the situation, which njdy or may not include the use of ferce.
Clearly, then, human violence is a'complex network of biological elements,
awarerness, feelings, and action. All cultures have norms that distinguish not
only when and when not violence may be used, but also by whom, against
whom, and, to what degree: We sometimes speak of the contrast between
sensible and senseless and good andibad violence. Thus, some would classify
5od”” violence, but perhaps more violent
than necessary. By contrast, rqvolﬁtlénary activities might be classified as bad
but understandable violence. Setting_ fire to a harmless vagrant would be
classified as bad arnd senseless. Some of the most serious arguments®in this
country today concern the issue
circumstances. | N ’
To jeturn for a moment t
aggrassive drive “ie exhibited
inmate response . .. and in sol
genetic plasm being progran as 4 learning apparatus.”! The distinction
-, here: is between the pre-birthi’and unlearned programming of the animal’s
" agpressiveness, and the post-birth and learned programming of the human’s.
" This view sees aggressiveness s a drive “that is exhibited when arimals
position themselves in space’ vis-3-vis one another, and which presumably
spaces them ecologically and socially in both a species-advantageous and
* . individual-sdvantageous  wdy.”? The ‘adjustment of such living ‘space"is
obviously indispensable. Two creatures: cannot Occupy the same space. If

i
A

'some animals in what appears . , . to be an

“*space” includes not only physical “‘{\Jace;," but psychocultural perceptions of .
if, we have a reasonable view of “hUm\rgl territoriality ”* The conditions under =

which humans, will react to violatiotis of’ﬂleir\}erritor_v‘dépends on, their
motal ‘upb.ringing;"'thoum that teaching may be- overwhelmed by moré
primitive emotions which cancel out the restraints imposed by culture.

i -spacé is defined both in terms of its sensing—the scope of one’s
smell, hear, and see—and in ‘terms of ‘cultural definitions

0

riodor which warns us of possible danger. *

how much violence is proper under what . -
ifals. other than- man, we note that this

other animal$ as a result” of learning, the =

. Each of these “spaces” can intruded upon-by a strange ..

s
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Human groups vary considerably in their.

sensory space. For : ‘ . definitions and limitat;
other Wh;:an talkoi;: nz;z:;::i’npeop le in some cilltures stand toohé?égitiglzsa:lf
~ g, S ‘
?a?fc\ from -each other to shift 'thare comfortable when they. are far enough
ratfic noise ichis.
dwellos forwvzhwh'ls thg lullaby of the urbanite is disturbinp ¢ h
Yoy s éahe‘ om other sounds of the night are “oroper.” g to the country
exporiencs 1o t;;agl;]c:lr can be applied to broader- realms of
define the. Cultix‘ré int es, t.rad1txons,, understandings, and judgme tu’man
ingrained. Just a ‘Wélrrlegctw v}vljllch an individual is born and wh?cﬂi l?):éct)?:;
‘ ; en our R
peri’f’g?tmn of our cultural experi'enc‘:esenses are penetrated, so too we react to
en such penetration occurs. com : SR 3
take place. This chemjcal ceurs, complex chemical ‘and formona] reds
tomia] Foo mical ‘reaction ¢ i ormonal reactions
silﬁi f>’r(t)]nc1the perceiving self to theagi(?; Interpreted as “an infracultyral
'€ to do ythething 23 A . B .
drooiing:"* The awareness %0 triggered also’ calls into pla
= . 0 play

}tlhe ~inhjbiting, directing, channeling

has lekgmed, as part of the proces’s

dggressive driye; : :
The “management”

ag? ga‘titioqiqg mechanisms that man
oF determining how to "handje the

P ‘. * . o -
. ) .
€mo tlon 01 Iags N I:age ‘ula) Cunll.l]atE, be dlsc}lalgs d

: » Or be turned destruct; ;
event, cuitural learning s important jf’,d’eStructklvely against the self. In any

i nd i it
Will be expressed. Just.as important] e )g how aggression and rage

evaluations and copge
ST uences. Becaus 02 .
definitions’ sequences. E se “of the cru ~
- substa 1‘t)‘xaljl A the triggering, channeling, and evaluatior‘lma%‘ 120165 of eultura)
*stantially from violence in any other animal. . | of the acts, it differs

- Coritrast,

. SOME CULTURAL VARIABLES IN Vior mneg

The rules that " human violenca . ‘ ‘
| _ _ govern human vio] ) ‘ I
Rk , um ence vary from socj i i
' violeng;ethmpdo_rtant to account for Variations in the’use?smtydt'0 soc:et.y. i

olence, the lffe’;ent Purposes it serves, and how it is i corponie sons of
Beneral scheme of Jife. - . | s eorporated into the
+ Cultures can be glassified in any ‘ |

number of v cri i
ber of ways. Orie crlterioi.i,;@spgcially

SSOCi?tt“ieS" thefd 'may be various subs
pecitication: that the one-center i - ‘ 1o
ation that. "CENIET 182 center.Of lepitimms o o i
. 1 { -0f Jg ‘ :
overeign %cl):ver’u:l) settle ~dxqutes amorig warring failtggﬁztgazuglloflty Y with
legitimate autﬁc?jjlilvnc?tqrgd Society “has - several claimants "t'; iidde(’i‘. By
ate nity who do not admit the Jegitim acy of the othe Iommant
0L relainis. In

Western World, America, England, and France wouig pa examples of
lipies.of a

ould be more multicenfered
end.- of

- Smagle-center authority system, whereas Belgium w
andCyprus even mose- inclined toward 1

¢ multicentered)

eir glances from one eye.to the other; The -
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. "fhé;;“';ﬁ,ontinuum;fThe Federal Republic of Nigeria, at war withzthe _dissident

Biairan state, is an-example of a society engaged in “deciding”’ _hovl(\«‘many
centers of authority there will be. . _ S RN ,\*‘, '
The single- or multiple-centered ¢haracter of legitimate rule -is. not
restricted. to national states. It is applicable to all forms gf human groups.
Thus, any marriage in which both husband and wife areiconsidered equal
authorities by law is a multicentered system. So, too, are f
of the United Natioris, -+ .. .~ -~ L
A crucial requirement of stability in a multicenteggd ‘
communication between the various centers and -a §et of rules regarding =
division of authority.and settlement of disputes. Otherwise, conflict and "
violence will govern-the relationship until it is broken:or one party becomes
dominant. In the unicentric group, violence occurs regiilarly either (1} as an

~expression of competition among various parties for dominance over the -

single source of legitimate authority, or (2) as a mode ‘of retaining the
integrity of the system against invasion from the outside. The warring among '
American juvenile gangs is -an example of the continuous struggle for
dominance over! the group. The rare forays of such-a gang into foreign
territory or thetdefense of their own territory are’gxamples of the group
acting cohesively to'preserve its identity. T s

R . . [\
Violence also enters into organized society as a regular feature of the
system of government. The deliberate use of yiolence by legitimate
authorities to settle disputes within its territory i
organized social life. No one need wonder where viglence comes from. Given
its specifically human dimensions, and given org:;:igiized social life, which-°
always involves a defined territory or laws and traditions that may not be

and in all places. Variations in the forms and freqiiencies of its use, however,

are evident. For centuries legitimate authorities engouraged or permitted their
members to. settle their grievances by dueling: Thuse traditions have
undergone radical change, and today there is miich less cultural perghissio
for individuals or groups to settle their grievancesby force. =~ 7

At the same time, every society shuts its ey&§ to what it knows tovbe -
violence occurring within jts boundaries. Cerfain areas are defined as -
“private” and net subject to its rule; in others, allocation of public resources
for prevention of violent interaction is ruled. Out when the’society is
indifferent to the fates of those involved. ,, i L

The exclusion of the inner circle of fxmily affairs from public scriiti 1, A11C
the permitted use of violence by priénts against c%ylld,rjen is an_examplé of -

R

official “hands-off”. policy in a domain considered private, The lack of polige ¢

scrutiny of affairs in some Negro ghettos is an example;of lack of {;'t:on(:em, o
Other domains of public ' indifference, or . assignment ofy, private”

{etit gangs.

privileges, include university campuses and adolescent nondelin
The university, campus is traditionally off limits for civiliauthoritics;
this policy appears to be changing. The nondelinquent:adolescent gangwhich
employs violence among its members is considered atvaluable “socializing’
force. Boys have to learn how to fight,and as long 4s-they do not dpmage
property, their violence may b3 safely ignored. When:such subgroups learn
that there will be no: official intervention. in their affairs, ‘yiolence as an
instrument of personal- relations becomes a .major. fe:
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member nations -«
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vehicular “homicide . to -indicate that policymakers must be  careful to it ismore cop SO ;
0 distifiguish public concern from public interest. From the point of. view of =[] modern, in dust;?? than the pregence of 2 sinele ~ 473
. numbers involved, property damaged, lives lost, and the cost of prevention : e current di; 1zed socjeties such as ours ’"31? uniform code, especially
. and reduction, it is much more to the public’s interest to be concerned with |} confidence in 4, mand for Jaw gpg order seem ; g i
: s}llicides and vehicular homicides than with criminal homicides. Yet this is not | Campaign agajngt e’ggife:tli’eness of the poji c:lsifhoebe i reflection of lesserreq
“the case. - e T e ; at’ orme 2oL Control Jegislation T . €Xtraordinarily ;
"Evidence suggests that. an important distinction. can-be made between 808 attackgué?)ertﬁg,s citizens fee] mﬁféatégg ﬁas resulted in®part ?;gg; ﬁﬁf:c;we Sy
- those cultures which allow the individual citizen to.employ defensive violence s than optimal ir persons. or Properties W?l ;a‘tely protected againg; os gct
" -and those which tend- to limit defensive violence to the duly constituted {*  moments wheconﬁdeﬂce in the presence €1 armed, Thjs a1so’reﬁectp; aS; N
-representatives -of the central-authority. The distinction here is between a effectiVénegs ofn they may be needeq ?’d the power of the :polic jor
type of “frentier’ justice, in which each individual is his own sheriff or law done little ¢ , Such Weapons against ét‘ta‘k he doubts raised aboyy efat
“officer, and that kind of legal system where the individual citizen is only . than gailned. b p e:sugqg the gun-ownin Cbi‘at large Of in one’s home h he
rarely allowed to serve as his own policeman. By and large the distirction e at an i'ncrea Si; ~Permitting Weapong Iog b};uw'lg Ithat there is more. to be f)vi
seems to .separate those societies which have developed strong central . ;i  prevalent feeling mf ;the‘;effectiveness;.of the »lre ly-held.5 .t i even doubtf X
government from those in which authority is relatively uncorizentrated. i e have seef ?h'manxg\uﬂow ners, - ¢ Police protectiop would ajter thm
In the former types of societies, defense against injury or destruction is 4 police protectio, -hat e existence of 5 stron | e
assigned tp duly appointed authorities (police), so that the individuai citizen, But the questi " ! élps to idedtify certain Ug centry] government anq fo ‘
while nominally possessing the right to protect himself, usually does not have | - unanswereq . on of thepamoh‘\t o " conditions ang agents of vip] ig] S
s > R , : E vered; No generalis: ~: O@ violence thgt OI'violence |
. the poy wer and almost never. the authority. While self-defense is everywhere { 380, 200 diffe Eeneralizations ‘are possible h may be employed js fof
considered a right of the individual, in societies with strong central authorities o considered Jo _tfent crimes, ranging from ¢ -here P?Ss*than Wo centy eft
: and formal police systems it congtitutes a ground for excusing the homicide = {{ ~ areng recordg_ | mate baSéS’ for capita] pums}fetty thievery o murder wﬂes
: - or the-defensive violence; whatev'éLf its intensity. In noncentralized authority 1 50 employeﬁ’}‘to.’ﬁ?’c?te?ihat the fu]] 'ran‘ . r}‘lent.m England, although: there
systems, which-do not have formal police staffs, the individual must serveas -~ § the wosld WI:th 18 significant that one of : éo capital Punishment was in fere
his own ‘policeman, and informal adjudication of the “defensiveness” of his . stronge&(f ’form Ione ?f the most highjy ‘cémI:I?St h’ Y civilized Soc‘iéﬁé ac;
o “violence suffices to remove it from further public attention: Societies differin i  provisions for ei ’ PQIlce' Systems, shoulg havz t",zedrs}’stems~bfg{au On'ty: od
T the extent to which the individual citizen is expected or permitted to (9ke the {1 expect to fip d m;;mens of violence, even  defe oen 50 formally stern in ;lt
law into his own hands. This difference is correlated with the; deg\r,;e of -} - or“high cultural d e’ degEE.?»»quiViHZatxbn”’- o?f:wek Violence. Qpe 'c;mnbf
- - presence of strong central authority and the existence of formal,'legitl\\ized/ {1 range of viglen ,feVBIQPQ?S_I.}t” ANy necessar: T “concentration of aﬁthtit 3
E agents of protection. Defensive;violence by individuals will thus predictﬁ‘e}y/ i1 the Jaw. Sl.mﬂce’,e"eﬂ if that violence is la Y or .s"fﬁcl'gnt:nnpact upo ¥
i ~ increase in proportion to the extent to which the formal authorities are seen |1 jurisdiction S‘pe:i}',;; the -Jaws of frespaés r%;’g ion_lned to’ official agehntstg;
as 1nadequ’atp in tl}e dischar‘ge Qf,fchtai;f d’utig_s.’ T = - . Tevea] the 132:k~of éioone i i?1'11 2 trespasser unge’ o SPmF. United States E :
In American life today there is a marked disparity between the norm |  allowabje viole 1rela between centralizes T stated circumstances ajse =
- embodied in the law of self-defense and the informal norms regarding [  This hck‘o?c?' e ‘ a‘; ‘ed uthority and the réms :f"f’;
self-defense that seem to prevail. Our legal norms restrict the individual’s right 1/ violence, albeit dc?rrel.a on is very revealing: it . e n ,%;:"Ov
_of self-defense rather stringently. Our informal norms, representing surviving  {{ actua} attacks elensive, i considered 3 )¢ gi’t'lt shows the. extent to W’{!s,!
~traditions from earlier stages in our society, call for the individual to be ready - {/ relationships e\}éupgn, Persens and propertg u&_ate Tesponse to PIBSUméxdnrm ‘
to respond-with violence where necessary to protect self and property. . umﬂﬁ‘experieﬁ clz :;’lhe;e. Why should this‘b o SO;}??’fﬂcef;is basic 5 hum m
Recent examples, especially among youth and. the black community, of .. 11 e process by atl}e‘ads to this acceptance of‘ !.Mmt Is it in the Rature z?‘
~ taking the law’into one’s own hands when it seems fo be acting unfairly or” {1 - “envelopes” p, jj’{y‘ Which the individual def polence? Cr e
 inadequately, have been rationalized by these groups on two grounds: Oneis - 1. identity: of 4, gwﬁ\, ‘,}ery varly. Jt is necessay nes -the boundarjeg ‘éﬁ;ihi
the ‘so-called constitutional right of citizens to overthrow oppressive = I} defined-areq g1 mg‘t"hus’:f{f‘ﬂle outset, his bg’d‘thgt?ﬂle child acquire a'ns
governments. The other is the right of the citizen to secure justice in ﬂl%\%i%ﬁg,‘j, his body and the i Sdbe Protected againgy Possi b)ll ecomes 3 “territory » 5
. of unjust police authority. One can hardly imagine any official court degisions efensive cop ceme iate environment which sy . harm: At first it is'op]
=7 . today that would sahction.either onie of these claims, but they are being tertitory” i s ten?e dmi ;; 'ﬂ.ze‘ child. But jn th;'r';lrlgg“t that afe‘bv&»mat'te}r, .
8 DO S  rart p o N ' eS8 of - growing “

made, and tend to appeal to “legality.” This is perhaps a mark of the extent X People becoma. Include property, . of - gt
to -which ‘the legal norm of restricting the:use of violence to.official i Further ex?g;;gla:t ;?‘-f t.he’fchﬂd«’s‘ te'rrﬁort'gla i el Subsequentyy, other

authorities *has in fact penetrated the consciousness of most Americans. At & immediate enyirons o(}‘ hI?lS; Sense.. of .territoryp : ; othere.
+ the same time, there seems to be no significant abatement in the code of . 5 abstrac = Obome; nejg OOE s
- masculine aggressiveness and- violence in the face of threat or injury. The
+'paralle] existence of two comipeting sets of norms is not unusual. If anything, &
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474 ' . Crimes of Violence,

C L Co : An,ﬂimpbmgica] Explanationg . ‘
* - The sense of threat perceived by an individual is likely to'be less intense 9 P : R L
with respect.to territory which is less immediate and personal. Howeverthe N g' ?g;oﬂgnlt’r(’?er ty is not enough for they are 4] c\ o N
ability. of large national units to create and ‘maintain the loyalty of their 1 of confide values: g way of life, sets of 1o 480 perceived as Iepositories
citizens is evidence that such feelings may extend very far. The ability to-rally g Ffaii nce and trust, They jng] apiorms and’expectatidng and greqs
support for “allies” during wartime is indicative of the capacity of humans,
under proper conditions, to identify sufficiently with far away persons-and )
\ places to consider them as:part of one’s own territory, requiring defense &
s against potential or actual enemies. - : S e L
. 'The boundaries of loyalty vary with the extent :to which the individual 1
identifies with other persons and places. If the individual has found little of b5
value in other persons and places, or if he has folind them to be alien, his
“territory” may be narrowly confinéd to the observable limits of his. own
body and immediate personal propertys By the sainie token, itis possible for %
individuals to define themselves as citizens of the World and to feel to some . ile tall ;
degree personally threatened and damaged whenevér harm or destruction is {4 brothers™ gnes o oo 8T€€tng, and idiomatic o > talking, physical )
wrought anywhere in the WOrld."vTh'e ~phenomena§j'9f 7 ethnok'c‘entri‘sm'(the‘._ :a ~ oOne cansrélgjjc]i‘; tx};;, S}x{gns of membership h::'etfegz? rfsﬁisﬂjl‘w}fmbcrs are “sou]
narrowing of sentiments and loyalties to one’s ownlimmediate group) and 13 - be according to ey HO}VIedge that behavior wil] pe. ﬁ; .}s ed as legitimate,
" xenophobia (the fear of strangers)-give us clues to the prevalence of violence : mutually under. sioo%ezf,a;l;ns’ altlc; the limits of proprie tyn:nlgré ;e-‘fponse,s will
in all societies. ; : o LT : Mani can ba - - Tespected.. S “HE decency will be
It can be said that unofficial violence=i.e., violence by one st of citizens UIIn:;;N?? ig%f;?zegrated into many such groups, but wi ﬂi S Sy
against: another—is likely to increase ‘in proportion to the:number of ; home with hims ;Ifj'/ fi{ld totah'ty‘ of trust. The ir’idivid"zla] varying degrees of
st}bgroups that - exist within any - society whg feel . disassociated or nonsharing, somethi M1y extension beyond himgelf invol 1s alwa‘Ys most at
disconnected from other subgroups in the same society. The greater the .~ I4  extension is 1o inti Ing less than tota] identity angd ¢ ‘?s some degree of
number of subgroups in any society who feel at odds with each other, the i kept to himgef lz)m afes M°§t of man’s innermost the ){: Idef?Ce, The nexy¢ ;i
greater the likelihood of violence in that society. Thus, in a'society with only through them E!I’l' d ut Mmuch_js shared; with. o ers anl(ljg £ and fa“t?Sles are -
one official religion, there is likely to be sigrificantly less violence, all other o intimates are chy, It’mfeCted by their pressnce Even ho'ne feels extended 0000
things being equal, than in a soiety with two or more religious bodies, which . {1 may be 3 gen, racterized by a good deg] of |, When relatioris among B : ‘
demangd primary loyalty from their members. v o ol ” 7 _
‘80, too, the greater the number of ethnic or national groups that serve as ik
sources of primary cohesion, the greater the likelihood of violence. Subgroups
such as these may be scen as teritories that define the boundaries of one’s
: effective interestsi.or they may be seen as extensions of one’s self. They
. constitute focal points of+identification and boundaries that are subject to
attack and invasion by outsidets. .. e R s
- Thiis,sthe very conditions”which. make it possible for humans to feel
. sheltéred and protected H}f‘—mgmbérship'»'in groups of people with common s R A
values; interests, and norms areithe conditions which engender conflict and 1 . - ise :
=== violénce in social relationships. Every value in-which faith is affirmed implies - “ tor o, incidor o 8y’s good behayi uts
_the possibility of the denial of the truth of values held by others. Every X/ * the national séene,’tﬁns._’ o8 May become: outsiders: mv“?: may become evil
«territorial -area, defined as the place within- which one belongs, thereby /.. fOImEI"enemy- ihe%ﬁéﬁﬁi?? oraty ally who finds K;nore 1;1 ’ct(i:rg isling on
5 5 emy; ienated spouse, wio, f oS MO on with 5

~~defines others as not belonging, and by.implication défines areasiin which one ¥ becomes a fierce enemy, -

likf'éwise;wﬂl be considered a stranger. i S -~ We haye this susgostel ong ok e ed o i
' Utopian social philosophers have not found this a matter of dismay. They; . Individual violence obssryabe Partial explaniation for some of oy 2
have looked forward. to the time when all men would be citizens of the world roportion-to the . I;IVakjg taday.: Vialence is eri of thesgroup and :
‘without in’tegnal ‘egclu‘sivéggss or kte’m‘tori’al. restrictionis. The projected dream potential for w‘dleh éel?n er Q.f»\ff’PeC__’RIa*who‘nan be :deﬁnegc);‘ to be present in ?
of universal brotherhood is not without- merit as ari end toward which to increaSes, oo, as outsid creases with the number of outsid ol DUt81d¢I5,, The o RRERR
strive;” but - the  path to ONE’S inirs o lcets-are. defined- not only as thos ets, The potentia] . o

,,,,,

‘such. a universal’ “territorialism™ ‘s beset with- wn territory  and vl :
e : DR : ) . k NG £ H y .4 .a U?S:fzﬁﬂ‘d
~ Values and ng i Hle
e rms; perh e
territory, 8 o b With aspi

~ Much depends on the shy mg A

10(mS, but g5 - V00 do 1ot share
-t’d as €ndmies with Opposi'n*a S
(l myade and occupy gpes e

' bewildering problems, .

‘These problems -are;ibest “app‘réciatéd' by e;{aminin‘g the fgia’tpre "?'of'~tl_1e
- territories which are ‘the basis for ethnocentrism, To say that theyiconsist of
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individuals and groups who make up any society. This is particularly the case
in a. society such as.ours with ifs numerous- ethnic, racial, religious, and
linguistic subcultures. PR : :

In" the sharing of superordinate goals and values: lies the hope &f
significantly reducing the likelihood of coriflict among groups and of reducing
the likelihood of violence between individual members of the society, This is
the lesson from the comparative study of cultures, of subcultures within
complex . societies, and of experimental studies by social psychologists. Where
such values are not present to unite members of diverse groups the likelihood
of both individual and group viokence is enhanced. : AR

Because -in such a situation there are likely to be few if any mutually
accepted rules for ending conflicts once they begin, each outbreak is likely to
bring new conflict in its wake, as retaliation. succeeds retaliation. This is the
dynamic of continuing warfare among nations or families.:Each is convinced
that extermination is the goal and that no peace is possible excepit by total
elimination or subjugation of the enenty. - ¥

The implications for individual violence in- a situation:of multigroup
societies are direct and evident. The more outsider groups theze are, the more
people thiere are from whom one cannot normaily expect civility, and the
more wary one must be about one’s person and property. One canmnot expect
outsiders to observe rules that “one just doesn’t do-that kind of thing in our
community.”-Conversely; outsiders may be. considered fair game for possible
attacks and invasionis. The further away they are from one’s own standards,
the easier it is to treat them as nonhuman, as nonpersons, whose suffering and
losses of property--or freedom. do not evoke sympathy: since tley are
unworthy of it..- IR O T VAN

Studies of those who organized concentration camps aad psrticipated in
genocide reveal that it is the capacity to dehumanize an opponent, to treat
persons as objects or things, that enables individuals to commit outrageous
acts of violence against others, It has also been observed, that the violence of
organized crime has this same impersonal character. .~~~ .

We kiiow that there are no natural antipathies between groups of human
beings. Not color nor race nor religion nor nation—nore of these differerices
between people—naturally engender hatred or. hostility. Qne has io learn
whom to. hate, whom to love, and to whom to be indifferent.-One also has to
learn from those who teach him, who is the outsider and how he is to be treated.

+ Every,human being starts out havingto learn td/inctude people other than
himself inhis group. Bach outward “extension of the self involves new
learning. Trist ‘must be developed, risks taken, confidences shared and
rewarded. Aid-must be.sought in time of need, and:that aid must be
forthcoming. On the basis of-positive reinforcement of trust, which is at first
tentative; the individual builds his'sharers. Every family must incorporate the

child into the -family unit ‘as an integral member; every cgmmunity has the " | i

task of incorporating various subunits into larger units, - =

While cultures. have: developed vays of accomplishing these tasks, they
must be completzd ‘znew. in &ery #g\zkgeiation, with every new person born.
Indeed, institutionalized meifiods often become self-serving and unresponsive
to the needs which-ofiginally. gave them birth. In addition, new needs arise
requiring adaptivh of existing methods. Such changes require great flexibility
if institutions are 1o survive: ' e e

Problems for all ’ 477 |
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public attention, against the general backdrop of the affluérice of durgﬁa.ti‘.on. ‘ that the zons N P
Regional fissures also still have much to’do with our country’s political:- J f ‘ chap do this more et o & S 479 N
I ) . : . . L, o or the re u e easily if th —— ;
consciousness, and race continues to be a:rajor basis for ¢ohésiveness or . rewardeq ffl ired changes and ."‘ﬁthey‘ €Y are not askeq to;;aﬁ
i X g u“ o L .. X . ST . i or aArticinats . & Canb t A mal' .
Civisan betweon coluss youth. s other south and. betseen youth The ignifiar IPAON it the noy iy ;1L ains re hamd s
°ddcai’onal’ institutions Iimdythe country at lar, ey : “ ‘ ‘ ’ : the extent to ‘which o these new POIaHZat:'onmetv‘v o !
In ‘this context viol’ence has emerg);d bncge again as -a major thehiév..in Sc;“ d}fO ;s“’?’,”e anger gsﬁbffgu?f'eac}z of these gioggsgg:,zg ltdentities lies in , ¢
ntergroup rivalry; distrust has deepened; identities have sharpened; symbols . Ocia;irzlég to meet the threat, p os;geés and of dependence 3 an awareness
“of membesship—-by hairstyles, clothing, buttons, and skin color—'have‘become trus tworth‘mto “‘éozjsmousness }ack and whijte children arp?} in-groy
moré visible because they have come to be stressed as badg‘zgs of identity to be ne can m;is and fellowship o of kind” thay substantiau; ékel}' to be
' i si i 3 gt ' - Spe i P ‘Persons b efiies:
worn with aggressive pride. i : o U eeater pops ©Of this Possibility in term from other territories or s the
It is evident that these numerous’ines of cleavage do not coincide and that ) ential for conflict and s s of children bory ; groups

&eneration, |
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‘ t Er's values, intentions Valu_es., tribal fe
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this prevents the developnient of coalitions with numerous cores of unity. In
some sense, it is fortunate: for the larger society that there are as many
divisions ‘as there are. These numerous $plits- set up: cross-pressures, so that

o ) P AR . especial and’ ¢h
Catholics, Jews, and Protestants ‘who might otherwise join with fellow pACIaH}f at some cost o gmund. a?t’?’lfﬂgness to share jp c‘imtmsmﬂ of each
" mettibers are, from time to time and issue to issue, split by lines of ‘diverse Com;') ; Inquiry  inte Ameqcfnj ;;{{?ty and welfare, mmon ventyreg
mmis. elj . ~

national origin, or agé, or race, or socioeconomic class interests. ‘
We see then two quite divergent tendencies in American life today that set o
the scene for acts of: individual confliét and violence. The first is a trend : Whi
toward polarization and differentiation of subgroups and the reemergence of unlay ﬂev only a smajt percent . ‘
the -salience "and significance of parochial identities, of race, -class, and. ‘ : a.wful;}dem’onstration‘ 1748 of Amwican(.g would-
national origin. The second is the persisting growth of superordinate valuesas i/ i Ir belief S p Create
a basis for common loyalty dand fealty amorg subgroups, and the

i €ople
development 6f mechanisms and processes of centralized authority. J. g;;;fnt asserted thay they dj ve per cent afﬁrmfd ihlklse fgimseIVe
‘There is evident vitality in each of these tendencies. There dre good and 53 Sb?;l. % : ink that official care:;r Position; 43
substantial - reasons ‘why separate and  parochial identities have become 3 Someﬂ'?en Percent of the sam 1 'f about public
reinvigorated. The case of the blacks, for instance, is most illuminating. Once Ptlling betweg p'e fayored segr egation. ‘

; 1 ge : A &%
Iterpret closely p, &regation and integrayi,, » a11d 34 percent favored

the situation has become defined as one in which the black does not have a apparent thyy scause of the black n. While thig result s i

decent chance at full first-class citizenship; it is a short next step to think in AR it about half e militant demangs fon L
terms ‘of 4 separate society, with formally prescribed rights. At the extreme cléieﬁf;efq SOclety. It js equaﬁl; c?;);,ntt;;y has not ac‘cepji;cér :ﬁg ar_gtlsm,vit is
this means the creation of a separate black nation. Regardless of the pbjective 2 ﬁ‘bmmitte‘zvto T integration rather than se at th,e 8reat majorjty of b11 €a of an
. facts of the situations3he crucial fact is how that situation is perceived by =~ [ Have rus, 0 this goal than gre White Apara_txsm and that they 4 acks in this
-blacks. Objective improvement may be one of the conditions sharpening the : Tecent civil disorderg involy orcans., i ¢ much more
sense of despair that could not rise to active consciousness under eatier 1| N Ing blacks helpeg advance 1},
~circumstances of deprivation and denial. It appears to be 2 commeon feature - | b mf?fe is a pervasive feelin i cauge?
of societies everywhere that informed despair, and organized conflict on the ; °‘ét 3"101' violent mééh‘f Ig,x”f; zfltion‘that Negro gaing hav
basis-of that despair, need an.underpinning of surplus energy and time, People n 1 percent think i, [N€ percent cjy € come
-upeaceful, 10 think’“ihat. e,Negl'O violence

must become well-to-do to be able to understand how badly off they have
been. T ' . IR -
The ‘new intensification of subgroup consciousness and identity has at the
same time brought new responses from the heretofore relatively cotiiplacent
public.  The *rightness™ of the reactioris of the blacks and the reality of
counterreaction-by whites who. feel threateitéd have been brought home to
the Arierican consciousness. The question is whether the society can muster = | inter-individual vi¢
enough resources for the task of redistribution of actess to the good things of . iz When ag] ual violence,
;s life to persuade the black community that it can achieve its rightful place in f today asked to co

&
o

we have a\\’i‘gued) o
m tergroup 5 nd i

ay iis the old km??fnt on the stateme

R e g ) . . . e gl F ) ; . ; t “WI R s ‘
American-society. At the same time, all the ethnic groups who feel thaf thelt Ly grq 01 1 friendship ¢, nt, W 1t is Jacking i; : il
newly-won places on the socioeconomic ladder are threaténed must-alsobe 11 mé’}jge,‘?d: and another 35 Perfenjt ngiasrted for Iifetime?v gsthg f*:f:)rld; n
able to find in American life a promise rather than a threat. It seems clear | gotten ors;ngwt.}:;t things used to be mucﬁ zeft el peroent al
' FRRIEE R e e Wit regard £o rules of pep i o iohwithat tog , : -
o oo AT 0L behiavior apg s 0@@5_” things haye
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¢ -norms=is also widespread in the American public. Forty-seven percent of the Pological D:\planat:or_xi .
‘sample strongly agreed or agreed. with this statement. The strongest . Ik \Z\J// 48
disagreement came from Negroes and the most politically active. For them o = TABLE 1 I
.the changes of today’s way of life and ﬂi‘«@yght seem desirable as compared § Selecteq Iy ) ) f N
- with the past. However, nearly half the nagion feels a sense of uncertainty. Item ems, Violence Commission S 5 :
;‘ _ Another 50 percent agreed to the statement that “everything changes so : ) e {rvey
gui(:*kly these days that I often have trcuble deciding which are the ‘right rules 1 Afew strong leaders Percent agreed or strong'f ! v
S ‘to follow.” Clearly, there are deep gleavages, and a sense of alienation among make this countryclgutld ¥ agroed
: many of our humber. ° T 2 Jus?'u t5¢ laws ang mke fer than
; - Is force necgssary in American life? We can judge American*attitudes in ::)cue hmay have been g fjggje "t een. ..
this respect in part from respoases to the item: “Some people don’t the o d?"de sr:eadyin the days of : e 56
; ® - understand-anything but force.” Seventy-eight percent of those interviewed better thap t},?}*f:m"’gs Worked : y
; agreed with this statement, and fully 70-percent dgreed that: “When a boy is 3 all the '[bga] roq tapoe today with <
; growing up, it is important for him to have a few fist fights.” o have thezighy to grare " " e L o
2 The apparent ambivalence of Americans concerning interpersonal violence ux{élér'g"rf,’f,’be“ in matksmanhip ang 51
i » ds revealed by their response to the item: “What young people need most of P order to 'hé;g Wstffare tactics in ‘ : ' ' P
‘».;;(«'lll is strong discipline by their parents.” Eighty-six percent of the people & Conspiracies tlfat r:own o \‘ o
rﬁg\ad agreed with this statement. Young men must be taught, but they must 4.
. alsd be kept in line. Perhaps because they must be taught to fight, they must
% also be taught when and toward whom fighting is appfopriate.
: . The presence of deep punitive feelings is evident in the responses to the ; t
’i statement: “Sex criminals desefve more than prison, they should be publicly 5. on : ;
- whipped or..worse.” Forty ' percent of the respondents agreed to this ;:f tlhe‘bEStrea_srqps for T e, ..
! statement, ;' W : sure the o AYE £Uns s to ma ST 26
Sixty-five: percent of tliose interviewed did not feel the police use more get too mguc‘:';mmmndoes"’t k
. force than needed when carrying out their duties. Another 56 percent agreed 6. € government ﬁo‘v}’:;h: ...... P ;
{ that “any man who insults a policeman has no complaint if he gets roughed xsf the enemy. not meﬁ,- e;’g : R R T T
3 up in return,” Apparently the Amgrican public feels it is right for an officer ; — O'Peoplelike me , |, g
of the law: to retaliate with force against verbal abuse. Forty-five percent - 9686‘3. Survey for the Violénce Com st g
believed that the police were justified in beating up unarmed Idemon&ftgators oo, Tission by Louis Harris ang Asso g
who were ru'@g and called them name;s‘ : , . = J | v lgcmation. toward Violence, B 7 > e
What about the acceptance of violence as a-mode of relationshig among ~ [§  20Ult public yieyys violence Ctween a fourgy “and 3 b
nations? Fifty-eight percent of the respondents said they agreed with the |}  ®Xtermally, ejther o5 necessa €, among indjvidyg) and ¢ alf of ‘the Amerjcay, i
" statement that “human nature being what it is, there must always be war and e One might expect these and unavoidable o asp og.;gu % internally ang ¢
conflict” and 62 percent felt that in “dealing with other countries in the | F@pter 3 from e 'Natjon:;’mud‘?s to reflect actEaIS lblvely},am ble,
i .. world we arefrequently justified in using military force.” Seventy-three | ommission that “jeps. imate” Fublie Opinion Syrye dehavm,% saw in
© 2% percent also accepted civilian destruction as an unavoidable, but unfortunate ' © ten present in oy b*ems A;\}'lolence and “normalx donfe for the Crime
‘ cost of justifiable war, and 53 percent-did not think “our governmentistoo £ p efc‘i’mage of nonveterans wh Oheye’Yday life. The tabI,ewfé‘?e are’in fact
; yeady to use military force in dealing with other countries” - , f""ff’“a choked, threateneg o 0 have Seen. people glap, edei showed that the
i | The generalized acceptance of war as.inevitable; of the rightness of our  {{ 7. The Percentages who ’ha:; Wounded with 5 knife gr ; klc,kﬁ'_d; Punched,
P _~country’s policies; of the unavoidability of destruction of civilian lives and = k- and who themselves haye éo e themselyes Xperienced %}l;n I8 Impressive]y
‘ i // properties;. of the importance of using military force in- international - §° ma“}" would expect,10 fgmu tted these acts of yiojep feats Of violence
/' relations—these are part and parcel of the thinking and feeling of a majority = §: . ]reZéQIGIZice, then, is a significant feati F €€ are higher thay
of Amerjcans. e _ : S . {1 2ready ddenfified as posepcct Ature in the dasty 1 :

What then of the inclinations of Americans toward the use of individualor |/ mndividuaj conflict, pr;s:}is‘srmg,? high Poten'tia?gfg I;fft: fa culture we haye ; 1
group violence in the management;.of internal affairs? The responses toa || MY recourse js to demand agrgup-cmﬁﬂlléi to develo t;group and, hence, X |
series of items are enlightening, as Table I indicates. s = B dren' are likely to be rog dyx}o Seize, rather thay- to }ep &:;e‘nc’t’dlgf\tgaﬁ’he
-~ There is obviously much divided opinion in America about the tole of #{" The intergroup conflict of ‘r_r, conflict ang violence -g':ffgst and reason, oyy n

«force, the need to be armed .to protect oneself and the efficacy of jy and whites, yet we conclude f eatest potentia] in Aiﬁérica s n
- ..old-fashioned frontier-type justice. One:sees here a measure -of American . ff‘" Interracial violence toda Y Ieiterating e Telative] 18 between blacks --al.
‘;‘ /) ' - . : , ‘ 3 neighb orhogds,1 ¢ And Y. Livil disorders have majn; vely low leye] of direct B
[, : “ ‘ e We hate seep that criming] hoéc?ggu;red in ndﬂWhite
. 3 & [ 0 L :
e : ! . g temmeang
= ‘ l& v o) :i{/, R} .
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aggravated assault remain strongly intraracial. Only robbery among the major
violent crimes appears to have a large interracial component.!? While it ~
.therefore ¢an be suggested that black protest and individual violence may
“paxtially be a response to interracial tensions, the actual use of force still has
its greatest impact on blacks. N ’

. SUMMARY

As we séek to understand violence in the United States today, we become
aware of several major sources. There is first the generic fact of violence,
comimor to all societies. This generic source is the presence-in zll humans of a
biclogically rooted capacity to act aggressively, accompanied by the-emotion
of rage. We have not considered the extent of group frustration, which might

-help to account . for differential rates ‘of violent behavior given 'the
frustration-aggression hypothesis. But we have seen that the major condition
necessary for aggressive, violent behavior—the threit of invasions of “cultural
territories” of variéigs subgroups—is-a feature of American social organization,

Although we aretnominally a unicentric country in' the sense of having
orily one final and legitimate sourcé of authority, and though we have by law
excluded’or prohibited individual citizens or roups from settling their
differences by violent means outside the law, in fact there exist many weak
links in this fabric. Numerous people feel-estranged from others; reliance or’
confidence in the central authority’s arm=police or other force—as a fair and
efficient and available force acting on behalf of everyone is extremely variable
and low among some’groups. ' T . o

 We have also seen that-there is a substantial current of belief in the value °
of violence and. its importance as an instrument of domestic and foreign
" policy. This is due iri*part to the slow and tediojs processes of governmernt
“strivinig' to mediate numerous and diverse interests and to protect all. There is

also considerable readiness for war and for some an expectation of it.is -
) o?d i
" [Esa : : R W '

s

inevitable in human affairs, ‘, R | - _
‘In additipn, an extracrdinary number of Americans havei[ been witness to
interpersonal violence or have been the victims or perpetrators. S
As members ‘of a divided society -with “diff>rent loyalties often in _
- competition, Americans often are in a condition of estrangement or potential *
hostility regarding other subgroups;.defined in various ways by boundary -
lines of class, nationa'ity, or cultural origin. The ties that bind them legally
and through corfimon values, to other:groups are present, but by no means
dominant. As members of a common culture, diverse subgroup members are
exposed to a climate of violerice which they absorb in varying degrees.
‘Americans thus are “ready” for violence—as. members of the human .,
species, as members of the American cultures, and as. members of special '
subgroups, Given such readiness, the ,problem now is to dccount for the

special and differential use of violence by vatjous subgroups in the country. -
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CHAPTER 11

SOCIOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL
EXPLANATIONS -

We have identified some of the biological and psychological frameworks
within which individual violent behavior can be understood. Some Yght has
been shed on the contribution of the natural development of the human
being and of different societies to the presence of greater and lesser amounts
of violerice.

Although these may not be totally satisfactory explanations, this is the
first time that such theories about vioient behavior have been placed side by
side, There are contrasting claims from the various disciplines, but they are
largely matters of emphasis; ie., whether one wishes to focus on the
individual psyche, the social and cultural characteristics, or the role of
genetics.

Thus far, the report has considered only two questions: “Why is there
violence?’’ and “Why are some more violent than others?” The most
important part of the second question, “Why do some engage in criminal
violence more than others?” is still unanswered. )

The Crime Commission has given a great deal of its attention to the
question of the roots of crimes and has included a survey of the difference in
crime rates according to group. These findings are not presented in detail. We
will, however, build upon them as we attempt to develop a generalized theory
of deviant behavior which will help to account both for differentials in

criminal involvement and for the resort to criminal violence by a smiall
portion of the community. :

L i i

THEORIES
Subcultiire o-‘f Violence. Painting by Pierre Leclere- We shall discuss four broad sociological theories related to (1) criminal
bouiliere )

subcultures; (2) opportunity; (3) status congruence; and (4) social
organization and process.

A general approach to criminal behavior which has received wide
recognition from sociologists partly because it encompasses most of the
others, is that of differential association. First advanced by the late Edwin
Sutherland, the theory argues simply that the probability of criminal behavior
varies directly with the frequency, priority, duration, and intensity of a

person’s contacts with patterns of crime, and inversely with his noncriminal
contacts. Contacts with crime «.e

most likely to occur when people’s

e T
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. \, perceptions of their situations are supportive of norm violations. Accordingly, - © g Planations B B
& many kifids of nonconformity, such.as.crime, suicide, alcoholism, divorce, | S ; R R - Opportun;t Theo 487
o ‘and mental illness are likely to be_concentrated in urban areas which are S ey theory iy '
= . -characterized by cultural traits tending to alienate people from one another and Opportunity theory post o
* from the norms of middle-class society. Numerous studies based on both official n 08 ulatg; the following relationships
records and self-reported offenses corroborate the main claims of this theory.! = = i Tt e The endorcn. RV i L
- Differential association emphasizes that criminal behavior isilearned. It 4 though Son;I "Ifsement of middle class goals js funs Sl ' ‘ S
~ - also specifies the general conditions under which there is likely to be more improvin t(;z OWer class Tepresentatives 18 nearly unjvergy, Eve
. rather than less criminal behavior to %i¢' learned, and hence greater likelihood mlddle-cjgs ; Gl social and economic oy Show little interest i
that the (individual will acquire a set” of “definitions” more favorable: to any antici at_goa]s and values a5 normative position, they endorse the
Y criminal thar to noncriminal conduct. The theory does not specify the basis o In nfa 110n Ofsuc‘,’ess in 4chieving ther-rl:rescnp tions, Wfﬁle'denymg
% for differential susceptibility of various kinds of people to be temptations of. means for a&X every community, there exist .
o -criminal models and codes, however. Each of the four theories attempts to fill of ac ev'e,'hen]iewng middle clas goals.Hm,‘,evSe a system of legitimate
‘ this' gap by indicating conditions of social organization in general, or in:the- .. being consisteﬁgafneﬁ from one clags to anothe > 8ccess to these meapg
life situations of, s subgroups in the society, that are conducive to the: " ‘whether the ) d.lsadvgmaged Moreover T With the Jower classes
influence of crimi 'behavior.? & S i B . Consequences f:se ;f:etﬁglog] dsd accurate or not, g:rtt:gzvzgmdis;dvama ©
L e s R T @ Within 3 comu 1 Cvantage, © 7 0 T 82 functiona]
CriminaliSubcultures. . illegitimate menae olUMEY, there may ; :
SIS T T R X 5 S : crilge,ng]:;t m;fgns, for ‘acf,lifeving(_su:c]:s};_ (,:)lfh;gzy. n0t-be 3 systeriy of o
© Theories of delinquent and criminal subcultures were developed primarily an megx-tl-ma’t;s?rl; b%%?lne_ss practices; and other Igclu d_e Such means g R e
" in the 1950’ in connection with the study of juvenile gangs. The main = v, legitimate sysyte‘y § ;’ma‘,QCCl{rs,v it may or niay .ﬁdtl Iqlt_acFlVJtiCS, Where
e argument is that the culture, goals, and strategies of the lower class or of ., least possible . _nteg.ggt;on implies that succes: © integrated with the
o certain subgroups within these classes, differ considerably from those of the oWever, if orj Biving the individya] a realis b S in both systems i at
middle .class; that the lower classes  have their own life style, their own ~'may be ’that ﬂrine f"?"s to Produce success anda cm?ho?ce of strategies, i
traditions, '3fid their own focal concerns, which attach great significance to Serves primaril ae‘ fwo Systems are not integrated er ement, orie reasop ;
“toughness,” “living by one’s iwits,” ‘and “hustle” (involvement in o If the 1 ytnf anact of rebellion, rathe, than a7~“ this case, crime e :
professional or organized crime); and that conformity;to this life style implies gangs Pr'ovidég;' trﬁ;ﬁgd Wegitimate Systems are ﬁizg: tto succes"s. '
daviat: - - "'i:‘h;ra, - . ’ FAEE o N : O : '+ N 2 e-: imina
"dey’i‘if;mt}ggg;n}lll:sdl?):;isscslti:lligﬁfggz on the grdum?i'g that much evi(igence‘ - ﬁzs‘z?g O-CCUL.)?ﬁQ“ﬂ‘TOIngr‘jn’%ggjnfgr those, youths who wijj e"s":r?tnu ?al
L R A RO P S e ! GOWEVEL,  gang members vt L the Systems are riop pr ALY
indjcates support in the. lower classes for middle-class. norms of material “bopping”- AR ors will engage i undisei- not integrated
success, occupational and educational achievement, and opposition to manual members of coqﬂ? tWalS, gl}d other forms o £ reh llsc1p1med violence
labor. In addition, it seems clear that many, if not most, lower class gang : - Tt gangs. 3 ellious expréssion aq
. meimbers eventually abandon their .delinquent activities to adopt more These postul AT e . . L
.- conventional adult roles, Thus, differences between the classes are not so" those' thatp havea;%‘e’}a,bl ' to identify thlre“ev, b e L
- much in ‘the normative: subsystem as in the action subsystem. Eveninthis W those  that paye nty a legitimate syg7di should gsxc types of communities:
“nrespect; members of the lower class seemto prefer middle-class activities if rxg " characterized b 'ntegrated legitimate g5 ille "t? f_reg Off._}organjz'ed gangs:
given the ofportunity fo participate, % c W subeulture; ang gogs 1 SOctilize their pogmte YAemS should po
Another subculture theory explains gang delinquency. 4s a. solution. to . unintegrated should h © i Wi ch - legitimate and .Hffrs 0. the " crimina]
prq%é‘ms of adjustment that are shared by lower class youth whenever they - = =" Tpe thédr}"‘al"svo agvg sangs engaging in violent b ;ef%ltmate Systems ‘are . :
argvevaluated in terms of the middle; class in their-homes; dt school, orat " likely to oIt in g ¥ emptsto identify. the kind ¢ avior. s
Work. These youths often live in families dominated by working mothers. = * alienated For oy con8 acti o Mds of youth ;
Because .of this, the theory suggests, their interests:are oriented toward a i
,-,g;\ decidedly - masculine ‘world charaq'terized, by.a variety of forms of ‘deviant ind. ’f
%%thavior, including conflict aad \zj__dlen‘,cel, drug use, and conventional crime. St i ; :
:The young working-class male, ‘r,e‘i{'gcted by the dominant middle'class, turns - % thog es diserann o tional, norms ha o
e middle-class values upside ,d,o,"j n and constructs a subculturg that stresses - ' jpjy ative) and pra Stc_reP?”féfgs_ between tha ok n tWO Main sources, Firgt e
- 2short-run 'hedonism and nonutilitarian,.malicious, and negativistic behavior. -~ " gyccacs are Iikef tc I%QE TeAuirements (1ucj\l~-'s‘!‘ﬁ mative (abxhty hard work
- sansthis kind of setting, the main souice of strength and protection is the . " - \;equj[em,g}it's aie}f,‘a 2 f"'f«.he“?t@ds ésp,eciél];- ;f“g‘ h contacts; ¢IGVerne'sS) for
( autonomy  the gang, can provide by virtwe of its disaSsociation from . who'have traits which 1 TEOMANE than the nogen v Ck that the practica
| middle-clasg:standards. : : B UL " part of others fre 1 are likely to arouse diseri 41Ive ones. Second. eopls. . : L i
N S gt cogmobnotners. are likely to be alignare .y CiSCriminatory reactin »People. . =
AR e e ' o a ‘Ignate:d~»: Hénceﬂ Ca. 3¢a§tlons.‘ onthe . - o A
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language difﬁcui&ies‘, etc., may be sources of 'alienation- \;Jh;ich_$
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involvement in gang affairs. : [ _ G
" Opportunity”theory underestimates: the versatility of gangs, most of which
incorporate features of all three subcultures described—criminal, conflict and
- drug-use—and’ perhaps of others as well, However, it does provide numergus
hypotheses regarding the criminogeénic influences of illegitimate norms dnd
their connection with racial, religious, residential, educational; occupational,

ourage

3
3

-~ and other variables. It makes society a partner in the causation of deviance
+and encourages prevention programs aimed at the revision of notms.dealing

with the treatment accorded minority groups and otlier disadvantaged sectors
of the population. Several programs of this kind have recently been instituted
in American cities, but studies of' their effectiveness have not yet produced
conclusive findings. = " . s " ST R

Tk

_ * Theories of Status Cong‘ruléfﬂce :

] 18 ience d'e‘al‘f‘s;‘ with ngncrinﬁng_l forms of
deviance: political radicalism, psychosomatic complainis, ment igis()rders, 1
~and suicide, among others. However,. the theory’s-ability to predict suicide

. ‘Most of the work on status: c‘bﬂg

rates in various societies suggests that it may be applicable to crime and
- violence. : RRSEI : e L ‘

e . a5

) . : e S . : ) B
. Central to theories , of status congruence are certain .dssumptions
‘concerning connections between social positions ind ‘roles! Any given

individual is viewed as occupying ore or more positions in each of the = °

systems of which he is a member; for example, his family, church, school,
factory or office, his clubj and other recreational or professional group, etc.
Each position carries with; it a set of normative prescriptions regarding the-

behavior of both the occupants of that position and“those with whom they =~

maintain rela'tionship_& Thi > different roles may be coﬁne&tgd with each
other in various ways: . théy. may be in complete harmony, generally
complementary, occasionally inconsistent, or in unresolved conflict.

Statiis congruence implies harmony among the sets of prescriptions that
are attached to-the different positiopns.a given person occupies. Discord and

conflict, presumably produce_ discomfort, strain, or anxiety, which makes-
rational decisions difficult, encourages various kinds of deviant bv'eha')"(‘ior, and

sometimes results in mental illness, crime, or suicide.

" -The theory alsa notes the imiportance of changes in sociallf)iosi‘tioﬁf Eami\‘ ihg

special problems that arise when they are frequent and' urianticipated. In :

general, an inc)r‘éa_sé in deviance may be expected whenever events djsrupt the

close relationship of positions and roles within 4 social system. To minim
deviance, then, a system must make provisions for the" articu
positions with one another, for orderly changes in the assignment of posit
and ot otlier modifications that seem‘i%?rﬁhged.f BT

'\, Theories of Social Process and Social Disorganization _

i1 BN
Fatng N

Social systems may not functibit well for a variety ‘of reasons, Disr
may result from massive changes in the environment, such as epidemics, mass
migrations, wars, or depressions. A system’ may be impaired because the:
strategies for ‘achieving; the :system’s objectives are based on” erroneous

Disruptions -~ ¥
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| 11nagimng himselfr «
e '-%'ermronment
- ® The child

Béhé"\f,;':é in conformity to the expectations of h;is\§;_;eldérs. ’I}‘hep;
learning may be sketched as consisting of ‘several"}*inter,dgj;g;x;‘dén steps.

. _ Though'they must be presented sequentially, and though Soihe occur later
* than others, their totality#ii the experience of the individual determines what

and how well he will learn: . " A
‘e The child must first learn what is expectéd of him in iis. various
7oles. These toles consist of patterned sets of responsibilities'and duties
that. he must discharge in order to be.accepted. Roles also include *
rewards for performance anfl punishments for not living*up to .
- expectations, 1 Y T 3
"+ Once these expectat

» and persuasjye. The sanctions should e

. t; : o \ G L e o
ions and sanctio e known, it is i i echild iR ,
ions atd sanctions are known, 1&13 imnperative child into a set

that -appropriate mea;;é ,fo,rl{ ‘accomplishment : be - ied, It is “the only “;euw of fOImativé patterns will be rel 55 of iﬂQOIpdi?;tjngg
1 , . b tha Sgand® ap ¢ 5 : : ~Tewards™ the chjl . elatively unsy ;
9 : - not enough to know that one :q[usybe,good or “smart,} for exag_nple. ‘ Punishment ang i child receives for striving ar p 1ccessful if
i o One must know what is.meant by these terms, what kinds of beliavior 4}~ along the way p 4 1. In.short; if there are o g are freedom fyo SN
are defined s good, how one cin accomplish them and avoid bad ]  Normative ‘pﬁttyerznis 1?15 : ;he end, the vcomm‘i't'menf %;{t;;e grgflﬁcaﬁo;’z( \
comsequences,efc. . Lo oo e T o L¥€lY 10 be rather tenijpisg 4 1€ child to the \
& e g‘rﬁxcek the “ends™ and the *'means” are understood, the child must r%‘mfme?ﬁﬂsemasswed that he:has a:;g 'Z};au oo
.realize - that the means are ag/{ilqble to him; that is, that-he can 1 i iy te’ngg 3; ; he.isz valued for. his be av“frce;;ful and that
- succeed at the tasks or expectations, If the “means” seem out of reach, i likely perceive the ¢ }‘1) anticipated gratifications. Oth € has to be
e.8., if he simply cannot sit still when asked to, no matter how hard he : - Traudulent, gng ho isx Ortations and.injunctions of his werwise he will
%o tries, he is not likely to persist. Hence, it is important that goals be : and worth of con}or‘ not likely to accept their “worg’ goclal,zzersf’ as
realistic€nough that the individual cai see the relationship between P L Jormity, 0 [ avout the value
goals and the possibility of achievement. .~ =~ . = .~ : ‘ e o

- o The child, at this point, is developing a sense of “costs” and A‘“a“?"?ness of Deviance -

T T TR S
Pt 8

b g T

“beneﬁts” related to various types of behavior. - . - s i b The gratiﬁcatibxis Gf%evianfbf Ll i
» Given the perceived balance of probable costs and benefits, the y B Yery powerful for any child Teha‘fmr" nd herice thejr seduct; valu
Or waiting for it i + To seize what one wi clive value, can

‘whole ideaimust strike him as more to be preferred and desired than to

- be rejected: That is, that balance must commend itself to-him at the
outset and at every stage along the way if the child is to continue. . ‘

- & Thus, at every point in learning how to behaye or in striving for a

+ - goal, the child should experience sufficient gratification, tosmake up for

- ., actual.or.projected costs. There will otherwise be littlé incentive for
' . -continuing to strive. The child rust be able to see that ‘either
- immediately or in some acceptably proximate future, it will'benefit him ;
to do what is expected or to keep striving in the ways prescribed. - 5

% s b after _aH, dj , N Shes Tath :
e 008t free” if one can essarn o2, 14 immediately gragifypne o *OKing
Bly contrast, the ﬂchiBVementP(} %ﬂtechon, and it may: not he)z,:rn%ﬂt, also may
always involves wait; OL desired things in tipy Y€ 10 be shared, -
: ; ‘aiting and pay;; ~HN88- In “approyed? > area,
part of the price Paying some price and it mae o0 - Ways almost
SR o : > SR hmay involve sharing as 4
: S gasa

. D¢ancerasfﬂle “Natural” Behavior of Chﬂdr
At a ldren

¥

“1°0ne sense the child does

kY ® During these téntative beginnings, when costs and gains are being to learn i not need + e e e Lt
g Z S s . 7 . 25 I E: - Q 2 . . X
\ _-tested, it is crucial that the child be relatively free from seduction into H striving fﬁff 10 be normative, T be devj‘anitea;;n deviance, but he does haye
. deviant or non-conforming behavior temptations. The struggle between 31 - behayior. Af‘medmte 8ratification wbzch'Cha;a £ neods only to persist in the
o forces that impel to conformity and those whick tempt the individual ). COex'i's:tm;'ce‘ o aﬁ if‘eaéur e ,"J‘dho ‘has net yet »égtefzzes his early, unsocialized
to deviant behavior is especially accufe -at the beginning of the = 1 sejzer of O‘bjéc?'s res deferring and sharing aratif; é:f to ;he nowledge that
: : ! Led lons,-/: ’

 normative integration ' process. Since these 'seductions are always £ world respond ; and {iemander, of 3
present, if only in the attractiveness of nonexertion, it is important that = 37 = may £ éme.‘%‘?i‘ﬂy and fujf
" inducements to conformity be greater “than the temptations to Wéﬁts, bu{ g .::)nethat:"f()f somme montlys, reSpOnses var, s
oo ild must have before K o in 1is mind's eve, cerain |} TEred with, and fe gy e IS hythm of el Re signls s
® The child must have before him, or in his mind’s eye, certain s and he s trajped 15 oo Wakefulne :
‘people who are models of success. These mpdels may be siblings, ; in
- -parents, friends, members of one’s own ethnic group, neighbors, or
-historical characters. The child who lacks such examples of the worth
of hard work and conformity is likely to have a more difficult time

ttention, a creqpr = i0€ child is 3 natyray
WL & Creatur ; :
¥ 10 higrieeds, < Who demands that the

nsiveness his demands for
at he can eat ondy upder
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492 ‘ Crimes of Violence
things are defined as theirs, and others as not, and many times, even “their”
things are “theirs” only in a limited sense. ., ‘ e

to be

. In sum, the newbors child is a “natural” deviant insofar as ke has
socialized into conformity. This process is inevitably imperfect and marked
by some :amourit of dissatisfaction and: discontent, for such is the nature of
civilization. -, IR e @

It is no wondes, then, that every family experiences  difficulty in
socializing its children into patterns of acceptable behavior. Children learn to
behave only after years of effort expended at teaching the child what is
expected. Every child seizes until he learns better; every child hits, throws
things, screams, demands, and takes what is not his; tells lies, and does other
“undesirable” things until he learns that-such behavior is not réwarded. This

" js not an casy lesson to learn, Many children learn it only tentatively, and
conform through fear of negative consequences rather than by the
self-commending character of conformist behavior. .

Many children either do notlearn the lesson of conformity or they do not
learn it well, The gratifications they receive do not seem to compensate for
the costs, The likelihood of learnifg to conform to the norms of society will
be a direct function of the balance of perceived gratifications versus perceived
costs. . Thus, children, from - situations where gratifications—material and
other—are low in quality, quantity, and general attractiveness are less likely to
learn to conform than are children from situations where the gratifications

e higher in these respects. !
The Reinforcement of Early Childhood Deviance

. honest rather than to cheat, and to work at his duties rather than play.

i

NOMMS. S L RREI .
ds in -danger of incorporating deviant normis, The

Every . child - stan

omnipresence ofthis danger is not surprising, if one sees that the child is bom

 These considerations are a simplified version of the dynamics of
socialization of young children. The complexity of this process can be
~ appreciated more fully if one thinks‘in terms of ‘a 4-year-old who is going
" through the process of “learning’ to tell the fruth rather than to le, to be

- established, without any ser; Arie]
S Tl tany serious restraints in the form of moral gt

* Advasice the model a year or two and think in terms of the first-grader
learning to obey school rules, to acquire the knowledge his teachers.desire of
him, and to share with others his time and attention: At this stage, aspects of
“leaming™ the norms come into full play. It is then that the child begins
consciously to balance the attractions of deviant versus conformist beliavior.
It is at this point, too, that he becomes more consciously aware of the
.expeoctations that others have of him and of potential gratifications, Then he
starfs th become calcufating, comparing _the value of lying as opposed to
telling the truth and of stealing or remaining deprived. At this point, with
heighiened awareness of the probable disapproval of others, and perhaps 4
sense of guilt and shame, the process of rationalization for one’s deviant
‘behavior begins, Then the child may encounter a community of peers who are
soing thirough the same processes. He may find that they are a very reassuring
group who' support -his ‘own deviant tendencies by theirs, and who provide :
“him with ready made rationalizations to help fend off guilt aud shame. The . - 3
peer group thus becomes an effective agent of socialization into deviant

#etractive.

1o assume zhe © :
o L Raturalness” of  devi Ay
; ess” of tﬁmanc,e in children gnd
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With “Violent” spd i '

“Oleni” and “criminal® inclinati - ; ,

make conforfmist Kahes. . Inclinations as noted above, If 34 v
approved nor$§ & ;ﬂtlggosrta%?ti;flmg’ ez de"e.“’PS*ﬁ'vacuumf;?t%}‘ftr%gdaorﬂnf :
eat e o enee > State, the temptation of deviant hehaviee 1o, 28 ¢ -0
Brester chance of capturing the child's attention, " "0V hasE much

The Models of Deviapt Behavior -

Place this child in '

. , L In an_environmer ~ - '
deviant hehayi e ment where there are, model§ of -
* shum® hegggg lfonc:idfg of Sfuccessful ?QHfOrmist behaﬁginzrsogstﬁl:d% of -
of legitimate success tos . OV if any/ifithe imale adults serve gs ean ki
o B cess, but males of afl 4fbas ! 15 Serve as examples
believed by many to 1ales of all gressean be foung p

1y to have “made it by {ifsaitims 7 Who are known or

temptation f made it” byllegitimate means. Congider .
e for a g?@et‘):o child to m@delg’@"&lf after lasc‘:a(lkzgsslig:;st?te g ea’t
: _ : . ories’

costs; (3) models
°) madels of successful normat i
oo s © -otUl normative behavior are few and s,
D deyiants? c:g;ﬁgi t:gzjant behavior seem at Jeast a:;:};feggzi;n%rrers;gze;
thors s oviant lcka s easier; less costly, and more ing; (&)
tablished subculture with whom oné ééﬁ'~§iiiilr§;?rs ]I?x‘g'}\(é)
vhidhy is

- Involved in and may be actively
] d may he acnvely Tecruiting others into’ deviant behavior: (¥

“there is a high T

: ~ probability und hese cond Fim ;
be engaged i Cee o2 UBder theseconditions that deviant PR

Fse inand, if reinforced, a pattern of deviant ‘behaﬁ?&iﬁigegl:g‘;frt;vén

' e

skbis model of socialization inte deme . ¢ .
VBT if begun vwithian o oF 40t deviant behavior would 4o
behavior wos Zﬁ;”;;f; fl?  BSSUMPLion - that ejthey «devg?ftd gg?bgsbg apply
equipo tentiality B chﬂgatural o1 attractive, Assuming, in short th"ﬂ ormist
contest between the two sr:? for "g00d” and “evil therqe‘ would Seﬁﬁa;ural
irl,‘.‘the degree of p’°Pﬁn§ity ‘;oorf (rilqrgls. »Thediffcrence, however, would co?n:
cm’glas a natural deviant, eviance that is implied in the notion of the
LS, saciety is working against the ’ v

s0cialize ifs 2 “ediiSt 1he natural ordep ins G feta '
equipotentiallli:;! :;Tt“?éﬁzergmo aPProved norms of behgiigu ?%s;g i s 1o,
the starting point. o child for narmative and deviant'bei;aﬁvfo wever, the.ﬁ‘
Similarly, there are difr o0 25UMe that the contesy woug 1o o 2
socialization pmcesseq‘ h;fferenceg in what Wé“\ﬁXpect - hc;u d’beﬁ even,
and approyed ﬁeha Vi.orr' 8 ‘éepends;on Wwhether it isassumed that %Pig o 4,,&5'
that deviant behavio imodels are equally attractive, o whethey o L deviant

~ Much df # vorls intddnsically more attractive, | L Cle@ssumes

o I3 the public debhio about deviant behaior deris, ‘

Hiotions asito wht . Gebate V. o Cieo
oitset nafu?éz;lyhaé Is tntrinsic in mang If it s assumed thg‘(‘f}f v P
ot i"the'n):n oew;xllt» and that deviant behavior is h’f?c}'ma?ils ot
k ’ re deviant boto s Pvizat 101 1s. intrinsically miore

moral neutrality at bisth. RAVIOr s 10 be expected than if ope ume
y at birth-and that normative ang ‘dgviz‘mt bt?l?:'v;grog o aﬁﬂcs‘
SO e ‘ TETRevIOn are equally

 On the basis of the evidence from shild 4o s A ’

9338 o1 the evidence from ghild daye : Ehe

o ehuld development, it see nable <
10pment; ms reasonadle -
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attractiveness of deviant modes of ‘gjr' i jcation. Thus, the amount of reported
deviation is considerably less than might be expected. :

For the Same reason, deviant béhavior (even if only occasional.and

incidental) by “respectable” - menibers of the community becomes,

'g}ndérstandable. Sociilization’into normative behavior is always imperfect to

seime degree, One must therefore expect that virtually everyone will, fram
tirie to time, violate certain norms, including legal ones. ig};\

t}?cvjan\t Violence

These same models apply to violericé, and hence to the process of learning
10 obey the rules of the society regardinig when, where, and how to use force.
Norms related to yiolence are part of the socialization processesito whichall .
children are exposed. As with all other normy ~effectiveness is dependent on
the extent to which observance of the rules )\iia\lgs,sufﬁcient gratification in
. ptoportion to cost. g R N,

There is, however, a danger of drawing a false (gistinction between norins
governing violence and those governing crime: The distinction between
legitimate and illegitimate Violerice is especially difficult to discern, Children
are continually exposed to the sanctioried u ¢ of vjolence by those who are
trying to teach them not to be violent, (

ohild| may be deprived of his
property ‘or his freedom because he took away sbineone else’s or because of
some other disapproved action on his parf..He may be hurt, physically or
emotionally, when he resists the will of those who 4re histeachers. |
Given these “models” of child rearing, the lessons of where; how, when
and when not to use violence are probably among the most difficult-the child
has to learn. The pattern of legitimate violence commiitted by parents against
children in the normal courgs’ of child rearing may be very similar 1@ the

Y

- pattern of vio]iqpe‘ that pargziﬁa trying to teach the child not to empl,% /
SR 0 ] o

\‘x\ y

*\\‘///) « ;Morals aézd Deviance

Some have argue{ﬁﬁ"éit ihe explanition for deviance is rooted in the failure

of parents and othsrs t\o;-firgp'art a_firm moral character to children, This
suggestion carries. the implicarion that morals re something apart from and

different frony iorms; in fact, morals are norms which represeit rules of
condiict at a rather high“level of abstraction, Like other norms, they must be

‘learned, with all the pitfalls to which such learnigg is subject, One cannot

therefore distinguish between imperfections in moral and normative teaching.
Morals are abstract and géneril -compared with norms, which tend to be

more specific. Thus, to beltaught not to hit a brother is one thing; to be
taught not to hit anyone, even when angry, is a more general and difficult -~

lesson. The child first learns the concrete and specific rule. Geticralization of
such specifics into’more embracing\categories, put.abistractly, cones later in
the moral.development of the child, Acceptarice of abstract nioral codes by
the child depends upon the same Kinds of factors that influence fearning
specific. injunctions along the-‘way. Incorporation of abstragt codes depends -
" on the totality of experience Wwith various specifics.: s BRI
te At * : i

g
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7 .CONDITIONS GFAHERICAN LIFE THAT CONTRIBUTE TO
LI VIOLENCE ANDTRIME |
L N e R o

et
Al

Learning norms obviously: is a most ‘complex matter, We have only
:‘SICetched‘ the peneral lines of normative development and have identified some
‘of the more crucial factors in that development. We turfi aow to a second set
of fapto'rs that characterize :life in American society and that appest 1o
contribute to violence and crime: (1) cultural themes and ideologies that are
widely shared; and (2) certain structural artangements, particularly those
g feiated to inequality in the ’disgxihntian of power, property, and prestige.

CuIturaI Themes and Ideologies -

Wealth as a Criterion of Success and Virtue,
Poverty as a Mark of Failure and Disrepute

Since the early days of Amerjcan history, the possession of property has
been deemed a mark of distinction, Its possession reflects success in fife; this
success is taken as a sign of virtue and worth. The wealthier the man, the
more worthy he is judged. B ’

The roots of this theme are to be found in the sarly Calvinist doctrine of
grace thgoggh works, This' tenet was soon converfed to “grace through
property,” partly because “works” were too difficelt to split' up, partly
Eepa\‘xsé grace was uncertain in any event, and partly because property was an

. “obvious” indicator of works and hence of virtue, By the'same token, poverty
was taken as a mark of lack of virtue and social worth. ~= DA O

v f—f;:il J?fgn Have an Equal Oppartunity to Succeed ”

There persists in American life the notion that every man hds an equal
oppogtunif.y to succeed. Differential advantages by virtue of privi]egéd birth
and xphented position”are acknowledged by many as significant structural
fes%‘ramts on this thems. The story of Horatio Alger is still cited as proof that
it can be dpne, if the desire is there, - T

\; - YouHaye Only Yourself'to Blame for Failure " -

This theme intertwiries closely. with the notion of squal opportunity. Ife.
there is equal opportunity, final blame for failure can fall on, only one
pgrson-—yourselﬂ On the other hand, you are the sole agent q‘f'aﬁy success.
Given equal opportunity, differences between individuals such as ability

, ﬁesa,re, and determination explain diffe{enti‘al successe's; and failure, ~* ° ’

‘Results dre W]gat‘Céubzt. e

T S . BN
. 5 n o " “ 3 ’ o ? 4 .

‘>  There js a deliberate emphasis on income with no corresponding conc T

| for the means employed or the’values enhanced in the process. This theme is

strongly supported-by the current businessiethic. Cost-efficiency accounting

Ssathie predominant crifer hation:) : i =
p ml,‘ ant crife an of evaluat},on.;\Cons;deratmns of hilman values
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- in proportion to his expec

. The importance-of this theme yarie

“abistinence and containment.and the. gt
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are considered “mpractical” and of secondary importance, “Fhe ends justify -

the means.”. TR T, © o
The aforementioned themes are interdependent-and nourish one another..

“Thus, if sesults, dre. the criteria, and if you fail, you must therefore be

déficient in certain: desired virtues and-qualities. Labels of “unworthy” and
“disreputable” aré therefore stamped on many of the less well-to-do in our
society.  Neither unfortunate, circumstances nor. “system” failures dre

w

Work Is Virtuous and Comes Before Play inthe. "«
o s b »Hzgrgrghy of \_Vqlf“,gs s

The emphasis here;is"on the al\ematmg_rhythms of work and relaxation in
human life, The United States, in compasison with other societies, tends o -

. extremes in its suspicion of pliy and thé stock it places in hard work,

Unemployment and idleness are viewed as morally reprehensible-unless the
idle time is 2 brief respité between periods of concentrated, virtuous work.

Teihe L @ ‘ o : ’ = - s
. Deferral of Gratification os a Mark of Maturity
¢ andVirtue 7

Closely allied with the thérﬁegéf the virtue of work is the notion that life

* involves a rhythm such that one must learn to postpone today’s gratificatiois

so that tomorrow’s can be more significant. The postponement of immediate

" ‘pleasure, the fear of spontaneity, and the suspicion of pleasurable indulgence

are tHus 2l clogely connected. Since an individual is able to defer gratification
tations of Iafér ones, important differences are to
be expected’ between those who differ in the realistic anticipation of future
pratifications. Thus, when college admission is seen ag the gateway to
prestigious and gainful employment, the value of ‘succeedifig in primary and
secondary schoo} becomes obvious, S SR

 Manliness Miist Be Unéquivocal and Evident .

The world’s societies can be thought of as ori'a continuum; at one extreme

“are those who insist that"a sharp and clear distinction ‘be made between

maleness and femnalenéss, and at the other end are societies which make

virtually no sexual distinction, Character and personality traits are closely
 associated with masculinity and femininity. Since many are; in fact, less than
*the stereotype male, there is considerable pressure to prove one’s masculinity.
.Tn youth this calls for physical and sexual prowess. In adulthood,such” -

judgments are based on vocational success, with at ieast covert reference. to
sexual attractiveness and activity. - . e S ’
lets of the moral virtue of sexual
; > grace of work and-achievement. Thus,
 youth, scholastic. achievement and the promise of
Utire are acceptable proof of masculinity. But since.

our society. It runs counter to the

for the most success;

'geatiﬁ' among diffe,reht segments of

L)

»and physical. prowess are not always related, these - 1

&
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" physical prowess and sexual conquest as marks of manhood. *

"' Further CQ.,nJmem\

- as'do whites.

.o presumed that they we

nature, . :
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themes compete, and those who are less academically inchhed-rely heavily on

]
4 W

*-Adults Are Mature and Responsible; Youth Are

o RN L Reckless and Irresponsible
SN o Ui L :

. increasingly chaII'engé;I by ‘today’s youth. Society does seem disposed to

on this theme seems unnecessaty, althotigh it is being

make such copcessioss as lowering the voting age and granting youth greater

N d PR \:I..-‘ i
 free; /onl in ‘ai:fax 3%\?{ o
White Js Good, Moral, and Superior; BlackIs .~
L Bad, Iig?mOral; and_’[nfeﬁar R o

e P : e
S /:/}elate jo th¢1r traxpmg ag@bwg}farg. B

_ This theme has many cordllaries, including prefudicial beliefs that Negroes
?Ie“byl _ngfure passi‘o.n‘a’te and hence not intellectual” and that they are
incapable “by nature” of conforming to the law and norms of society as well

- Women by Nature Are Tenéer, Compas&’idn?,z}té:;;;

'« Sentimentdl, Nonintellectudl, and Possessedof . . . *

" Great Emotional Warmth

FRRR

,_‘.Thgse vig,tugs entitle women, it is "tgadiﬁbnallﬁ‘héld, to be mothers,
housekeepers, and social companions, but not to. be achievers or in control of

important ventures. -Above all," they. cannot: successfully . manage men.
Moreover, they are highly susceptible to temptation -and €vil counsel, and

must-be protected. If they corfimit evil acts or become involved in crime, itis -

rather than inherent evil.

Al Men Are Equally Entitled to Enjoy the Good
o Thinigs in Life if They can-Attain Them oA

sisrial wéll-being, Yet this idea persists;

good things in life, they 4re not necessarily more entitled to these things by

The Stmcturai Coz:rélakt;ives of Cultural ’fhémes; ’

B I
SRR

 -Althiough theré are cértain counterthoughits today, and aithough thereds

mifiori€y opposition, these themes represent many of the dominant beliefs in

~thiscountry, = ..o

re influenced by men, and did so out. of weakness

o This theme igin obvious conflict-vth the theory of grace through works, .
since only the virtuous can attain(z.sier ‘ ‘
‘while certain people can claim and purchase disproportionate amounts of the

- Bupport may be: found in many ‘places: Jn “pubgi;: ‘uy.,opi‘x‘ﬁoﬁ:,~poll;s; in

“prescribed forms of family life; in the’rules governing marriage and divorce; in

: N &
B 5
s
i _ o )
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- the rights of parents and teachers over children; i the justification for racial k
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- prejudice and discrimination, in resistafice to deimands’ by wornen and youth

for greater equality; in discriminations by age and sex; in the great emphasis
on productivity. for the wealth and success of the nation; in the use of the
gross natiotial product as a measure of our well-bemg, in the attribiition of
our political dominance to our productive capacxly, in the persistence of the
thermes of charlty and * welfare and” in responses to - poverty and
unemployment in maltreatment of the poor-and the dlSadV&IltdgEd in public
facilities; in the concept of welfare as a “handout”; in the imprisonment and
brutalization of the devmnt ‘and m n“plect and dehumamzatmn ‘of the
mdxgent in state mstxtutlon& :

For each of these themes there are f.onn ary ones, some of wl'uoh have only
recently begun to emgrge, as in new conoepts of societal response to poverty
which are not oouched in terms of ““charity.” The existence of contrary
themes in American lifé:

comrary themes. There are as yet no- sound measures for accitately
estimating the dominance of one. theme. But an apprommahon can be made
by “looking ‘at dominant structural arrangements. ‘Additional supportive
evidence is gathered by noting the themes adyocated=by ’d,)w avant ‘garde,
usually on behalf of the disadvantaged. Traditional thenies may be changing
more rapidly today than’ever before. The«struggle for ‘dominance between
traditional-and contemporary themes is the ‘source of much 1deol°°1oal and
other conflict.

Among . the - most s:gmﬁcant structural mdlcators of these traditional
themes are  the “distributions of opportunities' or Jife chances for power,
property, and prestige. These chances include the likelihood of surviving birth
and-the first year of life in a healthy condition (which, for example; is three
times more perilous for poor, urban Negro children than for whites in the
saine . urban; areas) They “also: include  beifig given- a: preschool ‘headstart
through exposure in the home to attitudes, materials, skills, and orientations

relevant to school ach:evement going to a schoo] which has relatively small -
_class sizes, adequate matenéus,‘ skilled tea-,hers, and an atmosphere of-
optimism with regard 1o one’s hkely academic future of graduating from high -

school and of being admitted to a college; and on. through the cycle of

* chances that shape the course of life. These chances are determined largely by
the ediication, wealth, and position of one’s farmly These chances mclude '

finally, a relatlvely long and healthy. fife. . , .
© Tables 1—6 reveal in summary form some ofithe v ngml“cant ructural
differences in ‘the United States in income dnd’ unemployment”

3 fey reveal
too, the- concentratmn of pohtxcal and economic power ‘mong certam
groups, o g

- Tables 1-6 suggest that ,vanous groups can be ranked on’ scales of pownr,v

presnge and property. Af the bottom.of-each of these: ladders are the Negro,
the: poor, and the young. A combination of ‘fhase three characteristics
vutuaily guarantees the lowest position.on ali

of dev:ahon—-crmnnal and wolent—-m Amencanhfe e

The unequal dxstnbunon of somal worth denves from two crucxal”factsv ;

] = “ "

R

4s:no surprise. All societies, especially complex ones =
<uch as the United States, are marked by the competition ‘of coexiftent -

‘ “tiree ladders. I short;. the R
' tradmon,il)themes of equahty of opportumty and ent;ﬂemf-nt are not OEfe: s

ot

i

X
b2 db

e

o b T i %l i B e s ot R i Rl <ol

=Q

Ty

~ Total ngney income

B

g Farm ‘la‘borets and foreme
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Table 1. Families by total money income, .
Jor. the Umted States in 1966 .
> 1966

Number thousands - 48,922
Percent - 100.0
Under $1,000 2.3
$1,000:t0$1,999 § 8
~ §2,000 to $2 939 ' B
$3,000 to $3,999 , . s ' 6.
$4,600 to $4 999 o o =07
$5,000t0°'$5,999 : : FT— 8.
,»'"36,0(10 ta $5,999, : S o . , R s
©$7,000 to $7,999 IR oo e
$8,000t0 $9,999 15,
$10,000t0:$14,999 : 20
$15,000 10 '$24,999 : ‘ : : = 1.5
$25,000 and over Sy L ]
Medien income . uF $7 436

\7

SOu:ce' U. S. Bureau of Census, Consumer Im;ome, Dec. 1967, P2

S Table 2. Percent of mcome received by . , L
eas-h Fifth of faniilies and by top 5 percent in 1959 SR

Families ranked fxom fowest 1o highest

Lowest fifth-earned o R oS
Second fifth'eamed L _ BELT
Middle fifth eamned . - ’» PRI B |
Fourth fifth eamed : o : - Co 23
@ nghestﬁfth éamed ‘ 5 44
E TopS percentearred o : B RN }

Source Hermman Mlller, thh Man, Poor Man, (New York: Crowell Co., 1964}, p 7.

Ta

- Table 3, Percent of Iabor force; median: educational. level medum anmwl eammgs
for m(qor “occupational categones in. the Umted Staz‘es Rt

S Medlan'
% Ee_rc_entm Medxan years “-annual earnings
: population. ¢ - of school (males only)
Occupatlonal categones 1960) (1959) - {1960)
- Professional, technicat, and T DR e T
kmdredworkers P PR EES & (7 S 164 « "1$6 619 .
Managers, officials, and o R PP
- ‘proprietors (enceptfarm) AR 5.1 ‘124“! o 6664
' Clencal and kmdred workers Ce VLD U149 T 1908 s TS
Salesworkers . v ..l isv.s T4 T a6 R 4‘987
Craftsmen,l‘ozemen,and e e R S
- kindred workers .. .o ., 00 1.4-.3 ; 130
Operatives and kindred workers .., © 199 100
Laborezsi(except farm and mine) R 7 ST SR A
. Sefifee workers: A T I
# " {except private household)‘ 89 el iniqpy e
- Private household Wotkers™ ; 2,87 L
Farmets and farm manage: B9 87
2R s

abqpt $132 per week 3 83,31 aimut $66 pér week
il g MOD per week." $1.,066=about $21 per week, .

rcel Mun:ay\ Gendell and Hang'L, Zetter.berg, eds,, A Saciologival Almanac fo

Umred States ('L‘otowa Ji he BedmnmstezPre s,1963), pp- 66T 65, and

(S R R G N N

5N

. Percent of total country s mcome

’ £y

;
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B o Kers
Table'4. Occu auonal Zzackgraund of polmcal a.’ecxszonma
v the lljfni&’ed States, various dates {In percent] - S e
. Presidént, ' U.s. Y s be::r‘
P ‘ yice pxesndent, U.s. “Repxesantae State. - - State abog:
* Occupational ‘Cabinet™ Senators tives Govemoxs legislators™. ferce

“class s <1377-1934) . 5”1} (1949-51) (1930-40) (1925:35) (1940)

. ' .‘ i f E “’, 7 s ; "
Professionals . . . v v » g'z_ ‘ gg R gg R
TLAWYRSS: oh e e e 33 8 o 8 =
L Others L e : BT
- Pc;%?g:ltsofsmd EPTUIRE 3 E BT -
<3 FATmeIS e e 2t \7‘ A i3 ‘ 22 g n
4, L w-salaﬂed Y e e
; “?Qrkers v %/,, g « ; s ]i ‘3‘ . }4’(7)
5, Wage eameLS . evi e v RS 25y It
6 Servanis. . « v 0 L S 0 0 g T
. 7. Fazm labosess. . - (O) (()} -e 2 Sa ]
> {ﬁmm’ o dmﬁe .: 100 100 100 101 10 - 101

for whlch IPxesuients, Vice Pxesxdents, and

1 Occupatnons in this column are those i

officers wete frained.
Cab%ﬁiﬁ;urescfor the lower, houses of 13 selected states and the upper houses of 12. }he

‘ ndiana, lowa, Louisiana,
Atkansas, ‘California {lower house only); Iilinois, s iy
f&g;‘; a?fiinnesota, Mississippi, Mew Jersey, New York, Pennsylvama Washmgton 7” i
C s ald R. Matthews, The Social Background: of Political Decision-Making
S R 30, found m G”endell and
" {ew York: Rondom House,. JInc.;. 1954), table, 7 P

Zettetberg, op: Cit, table 3. 12, p. 50 ’
Ta&leﬁ ) Pre.( a,a \scores and ranks o f 24 selec‘ ed occupatzons

Pxestige 1ank

Frestlge pomt scoxe =

0ccupanon T
, .8, Supren "‘ouxt Iustn:e
. Physician_ . . .
¥ ‘Mayon of a large clty
i College professor
;7111 . SRRCUC PR S S
--'mester P I
[1}:;5‘?}' Priest v iee v iyt »
éééﬁ “ Alsline pxlot N
. Artist who paints pictures that are’
g exhibited in galleries . » ~
Building contractor & +s; e
“Pulilic school teacher Sl e

.........

Undertaker " n .,_, Ve e
Electrician . v 4 PRSP
Reporferona dmly newspaper <k
Bookkeeper-, . o wss s 2x ‘

. Catpenter v Lw e e E e

Plamber w4 ;
Garagemechamc e e
Filfing stafion attendant

Tamdnvex . Wies e i

€T e

burden pon less fortunate members of society. These include (1) the high

the eyesiboth of the poor and of dthers; (2) the continuous pressur o
nd poor, to-desire g&ods d
: »iemce equaily»and to- feel “good"’ if’ one secures. thiem dnd, by inference,

: bad” if one does not (3) the network of ma‘gs commumcatxor{f

. advertis

v Negro White
1, Total populatmn < ; Cae e ia 11 percent 89 pereent’
72 iMedian-age" ‘ Vel et 2103 years 29.1 years
3aRatioof high' school graduaﬁes ST Live
4 Median Vears of schioo} completed . ... . 9.1
‘Ratio of families broken by separation, death,
»-"anddxvoxce : T R T
6. Famiilies headed’ by afemal_, . 25;'percent~ +7 U9 percént:
7. Median family income petiyear . . ..y, o1 $3,874. $7.170
' 8. Edrning under $3,000=%vear ... < ... 50percent.. - 30 percent
9. Earning $8,000 OrMOIEAYEAr . s s 7 percent 27 percent. )
10. Attended4 or more years of coilege s , . . . -4.9percent 12.7 percent -
<o X1 @ Inwhite-collax occnbahons ,,,,, . “Under 20 percent - Over 50 percent
" oy nprofessional jobs- . i L L L 6 percent- = - '12.9 percent
g In‘three “lowest occupations: e T
_Service workers, faym laborers s P g
- and foremen, and general laborérs ., .- Almost 40 percent 21 percent .
f‘7 “Life time eamningszatio o h v s 1 2

“13. Lifetime earnings of Negro college graduates
© . compared to White grammar school Ct
$185,000

graduates. ... . B ST $191,000
14. Raie of unemployment (1962) 11 pescent . 4.9 percent .
15. Ratio of “net reproduction™; sthatis, sumber . . o
' " ‘of children born to, let ussay, 1,000 R )
- Negro families as against the number o . e
. ‘born to 1000 white families . ooy, 22 BN ET Y A
... 16, Death rate per 1,000 populanon (excludmg i L St
. 'Txiewbom) s Sl s B .. 9 4 RS
17,’ ongev1ty (average expected leng‘h aof hfe ﬁ‘ ) T
TYERIS) L. LT 63.5 705

; Source* 'The above data have been compiled from US Census pubhcahons ‘dated
1957 {o the present.

about human existence. Flrst an’ mchvxdual’s sense - of worth depends‘
unavmdably aon the extent to which others consider him worthy. This is the

-ultimate meaning of the “socxal self” and the most fundamental ele;ment in

human interdependence. - : ~ ‘; i
Second, it is nnposs1hle ‘to live w1th any degree of enthusmsm or energy

. without some teasonable sense of one’s worth. This includes the need to feel
loved, esteemed, and entitled to life’s rewards. Child psychologxsts ha ’re noted ©-

‘that one of the most' puzzling features about - disturbed chjld:en:hs their

mcapacﬁy to feel entitled to. anythmg good' in their lives.’ Psychologlsts

attribute this lack to a history of brutalization and degradation by ad\‘ﬂts '
The unequal distribution 6f opportunity for adequate education, ﬁncome

“and prestigious occupation’ results therefore m unequal dlstmbutﬁon of a
sense ofsocial and personal value, . »

Several other features of: Amencan hfe coninbuie Further to the| pegaﬁve .

visibility' of affluence, which contrasts sharply with the. peverty of tthers ,

byihé

g-industry upon :all"?Americans

&

1
2
o
E

N
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creates and sustains a cofnmon culture of consumer desrres, (4) the absence of

C fixed and endurmg marks of prestige, such ‘as existed in a feudal society,

i - Hence,: prestrge is a_volatile entity, and prestige-insecurity is herghtened In
. tln, corrpetrtron wuh others and the fear of “status contamination™ become
matters .of consrderable importance. This involves -such rteactions as the

vicarious attempt to ‘acquire notoriety by: associating with prestige “types,
and- ﬂrght\“from lcw—prestrge re51dence areas and contact wrth Iow—prestrge
Mypes” | :

DR Itis obvmus that the desii
' a major feature of Ameri
: ‘prestige a central facet of

society structure, and concern for wealth and
tican social psychology Percerved gconomic

depnvatlon and social degradlat‘ f, therefore, are seen as’ undesrrable .

requiring some sort of “solution.” *i:
'The “problematic” character of a disparity ‘between thmgs desrred and
things: possessed creates situations in which different responses are possible.
rThe logreaﬂy possible alternatives have been ‘codified by various sociologists.

* culturalty, valued goals and mstrtutronally approved means, one. prominent
theorist suggests that mdrvrduals may take any of the followmg courses of
actron T : ; S

. conform to the HOTmS. : B

.o Continue o accept the goals as egr imate, ‘but - reject the
o e legitimacy of the means, and attempt 1o¢; ate or employ something
SRR e ‘other ‘than the approved means. This actrorms one of innovation. If the
-means innovated are legitimate, the 11)11‘1!(1*161 may be called a reformer.
If they dre ﬂlegrtumate, he is likely 16 ‘be called a deviant or ¢riminal.

« Reject or deny. the legitirnacy or value. of the goals, but continue
‘to conform to the approved means. Here is the ritualist ‘who goes

“through the motjons without conviction.

e change either the goals or the means. ‘This mdrvrdual is the retreatist,.

s Reject the goals and the means and at| 'mpt to. change both Thrs

1s the radrcai or rebel“ BT S

4§
‘ These possrbte reacttOns to a percerved drspanty <Dety
* what one wants’ help to explain why deviant behavior does not alweys’ /result
; from,/ depnvatronr Fortunately, there are’ many legal ways to express
: "drssatlsfacﬁo o :

The ranUe/ of optrons encompasses meny Well known forms of behavror :
Some are stamped as'virfuous, some are dxsrmssed as individual 1drosyncrasres, o
are deplored as publicly dangerous and undesirable. It is important
gnize that these reactions occur in gesponse not only.to deprivation of -

mr goods and services but also £ ,perc ed fosses of esteent, prestige,
nd social value, It is ot‘ten the case that one’s

L 'tugh while public prestige is low. Such might

: 'ert of such persons to restore or build up, ublic i 1mage would be classrt“ ed

\for drfferentral wealth and prestrge has become

Begmnmg with the idea that the two main mgredrents in this problem are -

_Crimes of Violence"

Ty,

« Reject or deny hboth the goals and the means, and seek relief from )
_the situation by soitie; pnvate course of actron without attemptmg to

ween what ong ha',and

terral ‘welfare is impressively .- ‘
he case, for example, witha
well-known racketeer, or with a wealthy burlesq’e dancer. Attempts on the =

I
b
B

R

~ Since the depuvatron of a desired level of public response can and often does -

* jmportance. The insecurity of : at“rankmg” is herghtened by the volatility of |

" - quite content. with his lot in life,]

a8 a reaction to peiceived degradation or to publicly symbolized inferiority.

cause intense discomfort’ and sense of need, it is crucial to take this into
account, however much one may be tempted ¢ be mdrfferent to the feelmgs
of materially well-off persons.

~ Social dynamics involve thé;perception that it is not srrnplv amportant to
be well off and “successful”® from a miaterial point of view; it is even more
important to Be. perceived- ag’successful and to be awarded with public
prestige’ for that: success. Recogmtron and response are as basic as any human
needs. The *labels” by which One is publrcly identified acquire the highest

the criteria- and the uncertamty of keeping one’s position. Reactions 1o
deprivation -of - prestige thus may be even more mtense than reactzons to
depnvatron -of matenal well-bem G R o ,

ReZatwe Deprzvatzon, Reference Groups and Reference Norms

' The senise of deprrvatron isa subjectwe matter, in that it is percewed by
the individual. It is possible for twd'individuals at equally low. or high levels
of well-being to define their situafions in quite different ways, one feeling
L ‘'other quite ‘discontent. Depnvatrorr is
possible and desitable. Such stanidards

always relative to~what is considered
‘and norms always. have some group,,, referrent Hence, the . concepts
of ““reference group” “reference nomns” - become ‘ercial, In ‘the
psvchology of all social bemgs, certain other individuals or groups represent
- the life style to which one aspires. For this reason it is possrble for & relatively
well-to-do’ individual to feel seriously depnved in comparrson to'the reference
group by Whose standards he judges himself. -

""" ~Sometimes, -however, individuals refer themseIVes not: to groups or

' 1ndrv1duals but rather to certain abstradt prmcrples Thus a yearning for an

. itpaginary “good life” enjoyed by no'one can becomeTa: powerful force. A life..

of utter:idleness, incredible wealth, and fulfillment of all worldly desires has

surely, 'if - only playfully, served-as a model of possr’ole existence, and

;clherefoée as-g reference norm agamst whrch any real srtuatron may ‘be seen as
eprive . . S S

“Stake” as the Fundamenml Narmalzzer e P

The number of possrble reactrons to: mequahty and degradatron suggests
that only a small percentage of the unsuccessful resort to deviant behaviet,

* Many - possible forms -of management fall within the range of aCCepmble o

behavior and are less risky.Foér many people, the thredt of pumshment and
loss of prestige detected seem to be effective deterrents. . '

A crucial element seems to be that of “percerved stake™ ‘n e ‘xnstmg
system. However little ong possesses’ and ho\yever much more o desrres may’
be: threatened by  deviation “from- the gr;grms of 'society. Ofyll potential
recrurts to deviant behavior, . only th
“stake” in the ‘going-order are likely foi», fecruited. A vested interest in one’s
- situation, however it suffers when - compared with perceivable alternatrves, 15
the- balancmg fon,e that holds most poterrtrally devrant mdmd dals wrthm he

- vSocrolog:cal and Cultural Explanatrons , ; . 503 .

ho feel they haye little or no
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“framework of the law. Even among those with a small stake, many_; apparenﬂy
/" deal with their sense of failure in legal ways, by retreat through alcohol or
drugs, or some: combination of these. A felatively < ¢ma11 number 1esort 10

aggressive assaults upon the society - and upon thos§who have ac}neved

; SUCCESS. -

. A sociglogical axiom has it that what mien define. as- real is real in its
consequences. Man’s outlook on life however removed from objective reality,
still determines. how he will act and . react. With this knowledge, we can
understand not only why mdwxdu&}s*‘*nth little or no stake in life attack
society, but also why others, appaxenﬂy wit 'th “everything to live for,” engage.

or suicide, -
“The same axiom tnakes Jt o’ear wh individoals who today are better off

than ‘they used to be ‘yeact mofe wgorously against: certain situations than
they would have previougly. It seems to take 2 bit of well-being to remind

_in deviant eriminal 'Uehavxor or thh\iraw frjm socxety through drugs, alcohol

individuals how badly off\they are compared. to others, or compared to how

they might be. It should be no surprise; then, that the most violent behavior

in the form_of individual’ ‘and group protest and individual violence against L

person and property should occur at times of comnaratxve afﬂuence in our
society. 0 L S : }\ o

Labelmg and the Self Conﬁrmzng Hypotheszs of Stzgma
' A

: Two other elem\oglts of devxant behav:or help to clarify certain otherwise
puzzling phenomena\ These are the “labeling” pxocess ‘and self conﬁmung
hypothesxs.

- Yabeling is 2 cruczal feamre of the opexatmns of any soma} system “The
labels of “approved” and “disapproved” are used: by all societies.. So, 00, are
{atinctions between the sane and the insane;.
the criminal and the respectable; the successml and the failures.

The labeling of other individuals is one of the most important elements in
sovidl ‘power. Customarily, this power resides in the hands of those' who
control the sources of legitimate authority and the instruments of force ina
society. These include. especially: the jawmakets, their associated agencies, and

- that portion of the populaﬁon whose best interests they represent and seekto .
preserve. Thus this power is mest unevenly distributed. Persons at the low . . ¢
end of the economic and social well-being scales are least powerful in this .
regard, and have no reciprocal power to affix stigmatizing labels to those who -

have: labeled them. They are- confmed 10, defend ‘themselves agamst this

‘provess as best they can

“The. mgmfioance of bemg Iabeled as-ah’ undesuable (dev1ant msane smk v
There are almost always p:escnptlons for -
involying, al @
: mnumm some: depmratxon of freedom, and, at the ma,.xmum, depnvatmn of -

, hfe

cnmmal até) ds ‘broad indéed.
reform - which. “call for Some form-of - socidl punishment.

Moreo';er, once a 1a‘b{ ;'apphed and me prescnbed Iesponse setin
motxon, everything the labe ed*mdxwdual does or says is interpreted in terms

of the label he has acquued Thus, ‘the individual ]udged to be insane has all .

his utteranicds. interpreted as those of an insane. person, and hence: lackmg

credﬁnhty The loss of oredlhdlty vmthw.gard to-one’s wew nf a sltuahon is

the norma}"and the. abnonnal B |

Lo
ey

.5
\\

‘xmmedxate vituperative mtpi'

} functions. These include such terms as

al and CultumhFxplanatmns .

: °enou 4
afﬁxefi nd ’r’onders ore even more poweﬂess than he was before the label was
‘Once the label has been apphed the) adverse
reaction started, erha tt
deprivation of liberty commenced, and the fack of credibility. ma}:le a rg':t::;
of record, the progess of ithe self-confirmation of the hypothesis is in full
S\;rlmg. Having defined 2 situation in a-particular way, we act to insure, that
\év f?t \ge have deﬁned as real will prove. ta be $o. Thus, once an mdmdual 18
d ; tn}e1 as insane, and treated as such, he is denied credibility on the grounds
A :am tey is ax:;m:; His behzvmr is then likely to be mterpreted as proof of his
ngrmaf” e;’re‘ s little lnkehhood that h _ﬂ,‘_l‘ll evet agam be adjudged

g 2

A Vtew ﬁ'om the “Other Szde”

;Recont developments in socxology and socxal k
‘ ; psycholo have rev
ge,gtmg very disconcerting facts about the interaction betweeﬁyofﬁcmlrlal;a:lﬁi
! 1&21 3 st igmatized individuals. In an attempt to see the world from “the other
(})f sucﬁu;:;?\?‘?is s;)moiogn;ts have deliberately involved themselves in the lives
ividiials in order fo understand their percepti
l*rom that “other side,” the e b St
s world looks very. different indeed.
in the view of the homosexual, the R
policeman is not a friend! it
whose task it is to protectone a Brivion
gainst attacks of various kinds; rather, h
agent of terror and repression who seer Sptgllatriny
8 10 take special delight in ent
arresting, and prosecutmg homosex Is. Sa, e
e vals. So, too, the world of the “normal
od as a depriving and degradin id i
and passions that the homosexual d : B ik e e
#fines as
mcla\;cerau%n and other forms of pums’nnei\t mormal ro ysed a5 2 basxs or
any of the terms whi -
punishing. “Insane” and “;é;f:eisﬁinjﬁiyng:i?n%tll;il e ﬂ}c e baSICaUy
they evoke powerful sentime e o
nts of fear and shame; th
degrading. They make a man B e
something less than hum
prc;tecnon of the law and the ordinary amenities of life. P tok pniited, to ul
~ In varying degrees, other nominally descnptWe terms performi stlgmatxzmg
113 b2 N 12 LR 11 1 ouﬂl % “women ,’ “‘V
“b]ack ‘poor,” “C student,” “unmtelhgent ”*dope addlct,”‘ “ oAl >
disturbed,” “delmquent > “bankrupt » “conscienti gr‘ostnute, !
“:mhtant > “uneducated ” and “ﬂhterate Pt e mus ObjeCtOI i

,The Stmggle for Label POWer '

i : , :
plac ile ;Eien:ert; '\’1“ mnle xnll connote stlgma vanes from time and
s gor T pr;)xessor, ¢orpordtion..president, " ‘or “‘university, -
e G ample, may evoke a stzgmatlzed connotation, In-some

es these labels are wea{ved posxtwely, whﬂee in others: they carry

the aPParently ncutral

occupatxonal descnptxon,

595 K
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The power of labels is evident from the schangcj, in tg::l fzreu;nstatglr;; ;}i ';):S g “America’s Untouchables fauz;g, Paqr, and Black o ,
“ A Mt 1 the United States nrecent years, =rrz- . 8 : ST T her sedanive
Jabels zblqu and‘d %qegrgm el? hglg vety different then it did & few years 4g0- 5! j}merful to see ;hese %f’gmat’Z?d/ groips as thos¢ who peiceive
now come to stand 10T S0IE e have not simply been dropped and new o is as having little stake in American society, They believe that they
Traditional advegsf-fc?ﬁgottﬁzﬁn;efﬁis‘ha*fﬁ been supplemented by a new set B have thi¢/least chance at material well-being and sdoial prestigh and can look
connotations substituted; ; :

‘these fetmis B8 T of “Negro.” Among those . forwar 1o little possible gain and:gratification by-pursuin normative means,
of meanings which confuse the {ormerciear stigma of "Negt ; S o 4 ; h icall

, ROHEL - - oho stands up for Yiis own rights; “1 ¥ “inTheir youth s relevant becayse, as young people, they are physicall b
new-jmages are that of tgefrjzrgégaﬁ; ?éiﬁfégasgz ;,f,)m not accept Slow, 1 maturebut tréated-as socfally fimature and they are assigneg respogsg)ﬂities}z
who wu o lonee! afct h:ne'é in his situation. The addition ’o‘f the‘st‘asn M but fexy»cgmpgnsag,mg’ rewdndézy RS i ’ ’
.:gradua],a;‘;nctements of, Ll & hange white definitions of the situation and '}‘hezr. poverty. is ,{elevant because as poor people they are degraded in-a
connotatiofs has done rr‘zuch tQ chal rg'and foroe in the community in those A society that emphasxges material well-being as the mark of success in life.
has indeed served to Smft the ?oLdesti atization of the term “plack™ and 4 Their poverty alsg,foretells the kinds.of jobs they cdn expect in the future,
relations. The pursuit Ofthe ,:9 ta i feats?e 6f Negro disconterit {oday asany o and the rewards ic}igy will receive in These jobs as janitors atid porters.
- “Negro” is perhaps as 1npor a?‘thé wan, “Black is Beautiful” . i .Bemg,Negro is relevant be¢ause as Negroes'in American society, they are
=igther, Here isa vital dynamic 01 have %ee;x'éff orts to free the terms tyouth ; still socially second:class citizens, incapable toddy, even at ‘vomparable levels
In much the same veln, me{\ef"';z:ﬁﬁg”sf}ﬁ“ d to supplant them with positive 4 of education and occupation of securing the same recognition as whites, As
and “poor” of their tmc’htaona‘ b 4 the 1 Sor:with & certain indigenous kind i Negroes they . are often‘-stereotyped .as lazy, shiftless, immoral,
contotations, Th? attempt to InYest t ee? Ho, s an example in point: “The i happy-go-lucky; “and dangerous, “Their rejéction by American. society is
of strength, albeit ;‘r‘gma,n,txc in ltz :%‘ilé tgrm dgpydent” more respectable has A - everyjyhere evidént, however much their general situation ha¥ improved.
effort by youth on campls to i @mﬁuse's foday the term, "‘student” no _ Taybe young is to be degraded; to be poor is to be degraded mase; to be
been partly ‘suc¢35$f21~ On ‘m°§e t in all regads on powerful faculty ;