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INTRODUCTION

During the past couple of years, new emphasis and direction
have been applied to the area of the detention of juveniles,
~The Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act contains

guidelines which state that:

a. No status offenders should be held in detention
prior to trial; however, if held, it should be for
no’longer than 24 hours.

b. All juveniles should be placed in non-secure
detention facilities when possible.

C. All juveniles who must be placed in a detention
facility should be separated from adults and

removed as soon as possible.

In South Carolina, as of July 1, 1978, all juvenile proba-
tion and intake functions were subsumed under a state system
administered by the Department of Juvénile Placement and
Aftéréare (JP&A). This unified system created increased
emphasis on‘coordination between intake officers and deten-
_tion authorities to assist in removing juveniles‘ffom jails
 when possible and to decrease the length of‘stay in deten-
tion faéilities when appropriate. Séverél other‘ehtities,
the Alston Wilkes Soéiety; various groupthmes, and emer-
gency shelters ha&e increased the concern over removal of

juveniles from jails.




> This envifonment of concern and activity raised several
‘ ‘questions regarding current detention prvactice. |
1. How many juvenileskare being detained and where?
2. Who are the juveniles being detained?
3. How long are juveniles being detained?
4. When are the peak periods for juvenile’detention?
When’shOuld those entities involved in finding

other environments for these juveniles be most

active?
This report is an attempt to answer the above questions and
provide all agencies inveolved with a clearer picture of the

extent and nature of juvenile detention.

Report Methodolagy

The statistics, results and inferences presented in ﬁhiS' SR
report are based on monthly éompilations frdm South Carolina's
‘detention facilities thatlheld juveniles for the year 1978.
~Data collected included age, réce,~sex, admission date and
time, and diScharge date énd time for each juveniie held in

South Carolina as reported by these facilities.'



The South Carolina Department of Youth Services collected
the data from‘facilitiesvmonthly on a standardized form
along withkinstructions on the procedures used to completé

the forms (See Attachment A). . The ﬁypes,of offense were

broken down intokfwo (2) groups and eachypffense given a
code number. These tﬁo offense groups are: (1) criminal
offense (an act committed that is in violation of the law
for,bdth juveniles and adults) and (2) status.offense (an
act which is prohibited for a juvenile but which would not
be a crime if committed by an adult). ‘A list of each
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offense and code number is as follows:

9 T 99 ' Unknown

SEP 41979
TABLE 1
CRIMINAL OFFENSES ACQUISITIONS
Code# | Offense : Code# Offense ]
;9 ‘ Robbery
o 1 Assault 10 Sex
}’ ’ 2 Auto 11 . - Weapons
'fv:'«' 3 Burglary 12 R Escape
 4  4 Drug Laws 19 o Violation of
R | Probation
;  vf . 5 v Arson/Conspiracy
.k - 6 _,‘ : “‘Forgery/Fraud
_f ‘_ - 7 . Homicide 22 _ Other'offensércharge
f ;3  e | 8 R Larcény - 23 , ; Traffic Offense
o




ATTACHMENT A

JUVENILE DETENTION STATISTICS
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STATUS OFFENSES

Code # Offense Code # ' Offensé
13 . | Truancy : 17 ' Violation df Curfew
14 Ligquor 18 Violation of Statu
. : Offender Probation
15 : Incorrigibility 20 Abused or Neglected Child
16 | ' Runaway 21 No Chargé

~ The South Carolina Department of Youth Services received the
juvenile detention reports until October, 1978, at which
time the South Carolina Department of Corrections (SCDC) -
began receiving them. Once these forms were gathered f&om
both agencies, data were taken from each form and regorded
for analyticai purposes. Each detention facility that
reported holding juveniles was given a cOdé number, the age
of each juvenile in years was entered along with their racé
'(cbded: white-W; non-white-N,) sex (male-M; femalé-F),
offénse (coded as shown inkTable 1), admission date’and time'
V(date - day/month/year;'time - mi}iﬁary’hdurs) énd discharge
- date and time (codéd same as admission);v‘At the completion
of récdrding the information, the data wefe keypunched and
‘set up for analysis,' One hundred and‘forty—two fadiiities

répQrted'the'déta._ Seventy-fiVe of these held juvenileSa‘
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The first step taken to measure these data was to coﬁputé
cross tabultation tables (joint frequency distributions} for
the 46,counties‘and 75 of the 142 reporting detentiqn faéili—
ties in South Carolina. Implications from these tables
showed that there were certain counties and facilities with

a greater workload of juveniles than for others and also

that there were several peak daYs and hburs when juveniles

. were most often admitted to the facilities.

Mean Number of Juveniles Detained

'Furthér examination of the data pointed out that there were
eleven (1l1) counties and seventeen (17) facilities (as seen

in Tables 2A and 2B) that defained a large number of juveniles
for 1978. The mean by county for juveniles held was 142 and
the mean for the facilities was 83. Any counties or facilities
holding more juveniles than the respective mean were considered

to-hold a large workload.

Day & Time of Detention

_From these same cross tabulation tables, data were taken to
measure specific days and hours when juveniles were most
often admitted to the detention'facilities. “Table 3 shows

the total number of juveniles admitted to detenticﬁ_facilities



for each day of the week. Tuesday was the day of the week
‘ _ for 1978 which had the highest number of juveniles (1,002)

" admitted.

In table 4, the total‘number of juveniles is shown by admis-
sion time. The hours during the day with the largest number
of juveniles admittéd was 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. There were‘l,662
. juveniles admitted during this time period for 1978. These
tables showing the day and‘timé of detention should help in
scheduling intake officers on a daily and hourly basis so
they can efficientiy,handle the currént juvenile workload
for the detention facilities in South7éé}olina.
TABLE 2-A

COUNTIES WITH LARGEST JUVENILE DETENTION
WORKLOAD FOR 1978

' Total

County : #Held

. Richlanda 899
Horry 671
Charleston | 661
‘Lexington | 428
Spartanburg ’ 399
Greenville ‘ ; - 371
York . . ‘ 330
Fiorence ' o 291
Sumter s 196

' Aiken - | 187
Darlington E 1 B . 'v 182




TABLE 2-B

FACILITIES WITH LARGEST JUVENILE DETENTION
B WORKLOAD FOR 1978

‘ Total
Detention Facility #Held
Charleston Co. Juvenilé |
Detention Center : 653
Columbia : 570
Myrtle Beach | 560
Lexington County 428
Spartanburg County 397
Greenville County 347
_Richland Counﬁy ) 329
Florehce County ' _ 290
Rock Hill 260
Darlingtbn County 150
Aiken County Jail - 138
Dillon County ; 134
Chestei County ; 129
Colleton County , l 117
Kershaw County : | ‘ 113
Beaufort County | o | v_ 102
Pickens County | j  9



TABLE 3

TOTAL, NUMBER JUVENILES ADMITTED TO DETENTION

FACILITIES BY DAY OF THE WEEK

1978 -
Total %

Day of Week # Held Distribution
Sunday 638 10%
‘Monday 949 15%
Tuesday 1,002 16%
Wednesday 943 15%

~ Thursday 970 16%
Friday 949 15%
Saturday 809 13%

Table 4
R TOTAL NUMBER JUVENILES ADMITTED TO DETENTION
Q FACILITIES BY 4 HOUR TIME PERIOD
1978
: Total %

Time of Day # Held Distribution

Midnight - 4 a.m. 770 12%

4 a.m. - 8 a.m. © 318 5%

8 a.m. - noon 1,021 16%

Noon — 4 p.m. 1,426’ 23%

4 p.m. - 8 p.m. 1,662 27%

1,063 17%

8 p.m. - Midnight

EXTENDED RESEARCH ON JUVENILE DATA

~The ¢ollected juvenile data‘was set up to'provide further
cross. tabulation tables. Data was used to give . a breakdbwn

~of juvenile offenders by age, by sex, by offense and by
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length of stay. For each breakdown, three cross tabulation
tables were computed. One analysis gives data on the to;al
number of juvenile offenders held for 1978. The other £wo
ahalyses~are breakdowns of the ﬁotal, one showing juvenile
criminal offenders and the other juvenile status offenders.
Due to unreported offenses for some of the juvenile offenders

held in 1978, the sum for criminal offenders and status

offenders will not equal the total number of jdveniles held.

Breakdown of Juvenile Offenders by Age

This cross tabulation shows a breakdown of juvémile offenders
by age. There are 8 categories uéed for age, beginning with
ages 9 or less up to age 1l6. The most frequent age for the
total number of juvenile offenders detained wés‘age 16 with
2,671 or 38% of total juveniles held in 1978. Age 16 is
again the mode when juvenile offenders were divided among

the two offense groups. For criminal offenders age 16,

there were 1,658 or 41% of total criminal offenders held and
for status offenders age 16, there Were_622 or 32%vof total

status offenders held.



o

TABLE 5
NUMBER OF JUVENILES OFFENDRES HELD BY AGE

| TOTAL # CRIMINAL STATUS

AGE . HELD * OFFENDERS OFFENDERS
Unreported 49 31 .5
9 or less 47 : 38 4
10 57 39 8
11 91 s 20
12 265 169 62
13 600 318 191
14 1,296 691 398
15 1,989 1,076 610
16 2,671 1,658 _ 622
Total 7,065 4,'075 1,920

* Includes all juvenile offenders held in 1978 - criminal,

status and unreported offenses.

Breakdown of Juveniles by Sex

The cross tabulations for juveniles by sex shows that more

males were held in 1978 than females. For the tctal number
of juveniles held, 5,146 or 72% were male. Of these, 3,304
or 64% were criminal offenders and 1,036 or 20% were status

offenders. The remaining number of juvenile offenders held

- were female, 1,886 or 27% of total juvenile offenders. Of

the total number of female juvenile offenders, 751 or 40% of

total female offenders were criminal offenders and 881 or

47% of total female juvenile offenders were status offenders.

~10-




TABLE 6
NUMBER OF JUVENILE OFFENDERS HELD

BY SEX Co
TOTAL # CRIMINAL  STATUS

SEX ~ _HELD * OFFENDERS OFFENDERS

Unreported 33 20 3

Male 5,146 3,304 - 1,036

Female 1,886 751 __ 881

Total 7;065 4,075 1,920

* Includes all juvenile offenders held in 1978 - criminal,

status, and unreported offenses.

Breakdown of Juvenile Offenders byroffense'

Thesé tables show a breakdown of the total number of juveniles
held in 1978 by offense group - criminal offense or status
offense. The most frequent offense‘group was criminal. For
criminal offenders, there were 4,075 or 58% of total juveniles
detaihed in 1978. There were 1,920 status offenders held in

1978 or 27% of the total juveniles.

TABLE -7

NUMBER OF JUVENILES HELD BY OFFENSE

OFFENSE HELD DISTRIBUTION
tjnrepdrted 1,070 15%
Criminal 4,075 | | ey
Status 1,920 o 27
 Total 7,065

-11-



Breakdown by Length of Stay -

The breakdown of juveniles by length of stay gives five time
frames (012 hours, 13-14 hours, 25-36 hours, 37-48 hours,
49+ hours) to show how long juvenﬁles were detained in 1978.
For the total number of Jjuveniles held,‘most of thém 2,595
or 37%, were held during the 0-<12 hour time frame. The next
most frequent time frame for‘detaining a high number of
juveniles was 49+‘h6urs. There were 1,794 or 25% held for

49+ hours or longer.

Of the criminal offendérs, held between 0-12 hours, there
wére,i,614 or 40% of total criminal offenders and of status
offenders held there were 651 or 34 % of tctal status offenders
held between 0—12 hours,b The next most frequent time frame
for eriminal offenders was 4§+ hours with 1,059vor ‘26% of
total criminal offenders. .The next most frequent time frame
for statﬁs offenders was 13-24 hours Qith‘489 or 25% of

total status offenders being held.

=12~




 TABLE 8
NUMBER OF JUVENILE OFFENDERS BY LENGIH OF STAY .

- TOTAL # - CRIMINAL . - - STATUS

IAPSE TIME - ~ _HELD * 'OFFENDERS.  ~~ ~ OFFENDERS
Unreported 28 19 6
0-12 howrs 2,595  L,64 sl
13-24 hours 1,483 804 489
1 25-36 hours -1 263 | 166
37-48 hours 652 316 2
19+ bours 1,794 1,059 381
Total 7,063%* 4,075 1,918

* . Includes all juveniles held in 1978 - criminal,
"status and unreported offenses.
~** Does not include two (2) juveniles whose length of

stay was incorrect.
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APPENDICES



APPENDIX A

Breakdown of Juvenile Offenders by Age by County page 14

Breakdown of Juvenile Criminal Offenders by Age
by County : page 23

Breakdown of Juvenile Status Offenders by Age ,
by County 4 page 32
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