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1978 UNIFORM CRIME REPORT ARREST INFORMATION
RELATING TO SUBSTANCE ABUSE IN SOUTH CAROLINA

I. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to provide managers, plammers, evaluators,
and other users a useful display of substance abuse arrest data for South
Carolina. No attempt is made herein to present suggested approaches to
analyzing the data, nor are any conclusions concerning the meaning of the data
provided.

This report is a continuation of the UCR Report Series published by this
Division beginning in 1975. The initial study dealt with 1974 arrest data
reported to the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division. This report deals
with 1975, 1976, 1977, and 1978 arrests from the same source and offers a
county by county comparison of,arreéts for these years. By comparing the
1975, 1976, 1977 and 1978 arrest data, a determination as to what trend is
developing within certain substance abuse related arrest areas can be made.

Five other sections are contained in this report. The next section,
State Substance Abuse Arrest Tables, presents arrest data by regions, counties
within regions, and state totals for each major substance abuse related arrest
area. The third section, Arrest Rate Tables, provides tables with information
contained in section two, but displayed as arrest rates per 10,000 population.
The fourth section, Possession, Sale and/or Manufacturing Arrest Tables,
contains tables that present drug arrests for possession separately from drug
arrests for sale/manufacture for all counties. The fifth section, Aggregated

Substance Abuse Arrest Tables, presents aggregated substance arrest data as



well as a comparison of substance arrests to all other arrests for 1975
through 1978, The last section provides bar graphs that display state totals
for selected categories of substance related arrests.

Readers of this report should be cognizant of the fact thét the enclos
data represent the number of reported® arrests, not the number of occurrences
of an offense or the number of convictions. Im order to clarify the different
arrest categories that are dealt with, the following definitions are offered
in the same order that the tables are presented.

Opiates - Includes all arrests for viclations of state and local laws
relating to the unlawful possession, sale, use, growing, mapnufacturing, and
making of narcotic drugs including opium and cocaine and ‘their derivatives
(morﬁhine, heroin, cocaiﬁe).

Marijuana - Relates to the unlawful possession, sale, use, growing,
manufacturing and makiﬁg of marijuana.

Synthetics ~ Relates to the unlawful possession, sale, use, manufacturing
and making of synthetic narcotics--manufactured narcotics which can cause true
drug addiction (demerol, methadone).

Other Drugs - Relates to the wunlawful possession, sale, use,
manufacturing, and making of other dangerous non-narcotic drugs (barbituates,
benzodrine).

Liquor Laws - With the exception of  drunkenness and driving under the
influence, liquor law violations of state and local laws are.placed in this

¢lass. They include the following:

*Not all law enforcement agencies report UCR arrest data, although the
number that do not report in a given year is small.




Manufactpre, sale, transporting, furnishing, processing, etc.
ihtoxicating liquorv

Maintaining unlawful drinking places

Advertising and soliciting orders for intoxicating liquor

Bootlegging

Furnishing liquor to a minor or intemperate persons

Using a vehicle for illegal transportation of liquor

Drinking on train or public conveyance

All attempts to commit any of the above

Driving Under Influence - This category is limited to the driving or

operating of any vehicle or common carrier while drunk or under the influence
of liquor or narcotics. It includes the following:
Operating a mdtor vehicle while intoxicated
Operating an engine, train, streetcar, boat, etc., while
intoxicated

Public Drunkenness - Included in this category are all offenses of

drunkenness or intoxication with the exception of driving under the influence;
it includes drunkenness, drunk and disorderly, common or habitual drunkard,
and intoxication.

Disorderly Conduct® - This category is included because frequently

disorderly conduct is directly related to the ingestion of alcoholic beverages
or drugs. In this category are placed all charges of‘committing a breach of

the peace which includes the following:

*Disorderly Conduct and Vagrancy Arrests are not included in the
substance related arrests aggregates given in Section Five of this report.



Affray, unlawful assembly, disturbing the peace, disturbing meetings,
disorderly conduct in state institutions at court, at fairs, on trains or
public conveyances, etc., prize fights, blasphemy, profanity, and obscene
language, desecrating flags, refusing to assist an officer, and all
attempts to commit any of the above.

Vagrancy - Persons prosecuted on the charge of being a '"suspicious

character or person, etc."

are included in this category. Includes vagrancy,
begging, loitering (persons 18 or over), and vagabondage.

The above definitions are taken from the Uniform Crime Reporting

Handbook, published by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, United States
Department of Justice.

For those tables that provide a breakdown of "youth" and "adult" arrests,
"youth" is defined as persons 17 years of age and vounger, and "adult" is
persons 18 years of age and older.

Readers interested in UCR information other than that contained within

this report are referred to Crime in South Carolina, 1978, released by the

South Carolina Law Enforcement Division in April, 1979.
The bar graphs are presented for the 10 arrest categories for youths and

adults. These graphs are helpful in wvisualizing trends in arrest data over a

four-year period.
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V. AGGREGATED SUBSTANCE ABUSE ARRESTS
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TABLE 27

SUMMARY OF.ALL ALCOHOL AND SUBSTANCE RELATED
ARRESTS IN SOUTH CAROLINA : 1975 - 1978

YEAR
" Arrest Category:and
Percent of all Arrests 1975 1976 1977 1978
Public Drunkeness...... 50,448 ‘ 39,668 40,741 37,407
Percent.....coeeeuua. 31.82 28.9% 30.70 - 28.56
314 S 21,426 18,190 19,334 19,383
Percent.............. 13.52 13.30 14.57 14.80
Liquor Law Violation... 5,122 4,588 5,460 4,621
Percent......i.ovuun. 3.23 3.36 4.12 3.53
Total Alcohol Related '
Arrests........... 76,996 62,446 65,535 61,411
Percent........... 48.56 45.63 49.38 46.88
Drug Arrestsl.......... 6,948 7,414 6,707 6,145
Percént .............. 4.39 5.42 5.06 4.69
All 3ubstance Related '
Arrests®.......... 83,944 69,752 72,242 67,556
Percent........... 52.94 51.05 | 54.43 51.57
Total of All Types |
of Arrests>........... 158,560 136,842 © 132,736 130,995
Percent ............ . '100.00 '100.00 100.00 100.00
! Opiates, synthetics, other drugs, and marijuana arrests.
2 All substance related arrests excluding vagrancy and disorderly
.. conduct arrests.
3

All-artests reported by SLED on all crime categories.
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VI. SELECTED BAR GRAPHS
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