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This state Cour·t Model Statistical Dictionary has been 
produced by the National Center for State Courts (NCSC) and the 
Conference of State Court Administrators (CaSCA) as part of a 
continuing effort to develop within the National Center a na­
tional data base of state court statistics, and to help state 
courts to collect more comprehensive, accurate statistics. 

This dicticnary identifies the need for uniform termin­
ology and definitil:')ns in reporting state court caseloads, and 
presents a model reporting scheme for caseload inventory and 
manner of disposition that can be used as preferred terminology 
and meanings for nationwide comparison purposes. These model 
classification schemes have also been incorporated into the 
State Court Model Annual 'Report, a, pompanion volume to this 
document. 

The preparation of the dictionary has been supervised 
and greatly assisted by tho National Court Statistics Project 
Committee of CaSCA, chaired by James R. James from 1917 to 1979 
and by Bert M. Montague since 1979. The committee members have 
given generously of their time, talent, and experience. The 
control exerted by caSCA through this commit.tee, following a 
review and approval process, has been invaluable in enhanoing 
the quality of this volume by providing guidance to project 
staff. The success of the joint NCSC/COSCA relationship under­
scores the need for, and benefits to be der'ived from, state 
judicial control over the design and development of systems that 
collect state court statistical information. 

In additi,on to the committee, the entire CaSCA member­
ship has assisted in the review process that has been vital to 
the completion of this dictionary, and they will continue to be 
the crucial element in the production of high-qualtity statis­
tics. The extent to which the caseload classification and 
counting structure suggested herein are adopted will determine 
the degree of comparability of state court caseload statistics 
for years to come. The suggested model rElporting scheme will 
facilitate commonality in. terms used and consistency in their 
application. Much of the present guesswork will be removed from 
state court statistical compilation, both for in-state reporting 
and national statistical series purposes. 

On behalf of the National Court Statistics Project 
(NCSP) staff and the CaSCA NCSP Committee, we wish to recognize 
and thank all the many individuals who have contributed to this 
model statistical dictionary. 

Edward B. McConnell 
Director 
National Center for State Courts 
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The Conference of State Court Administrators has given 
its support to the National Court Statistics Project, which will 
establish in the National Center for State Courts the capability 
of gathering, analyzing, and.,disseminating statistical informa­
tion on each state court system in the nation. 

The NCSP project. has produced this court statistical 
dictionary to serve as a model reporting system for the compila­
tion of caseload statistics that contain uniform classification 
categories for all caseload inventory and manner of disposition. 
This model should be viewed as a first effort--a working tool 
for states to try and to evaluate. Comments and contributions· 
from the states are welcome. As states use this document, use­
ful ideas can be identified for the improvement. and expansion 
of the reporting scheme. 

Future annual statistical reports to be published by the 
National Court StatistiC!s Project will permit an ongoing assess­
ment of the extent to which states have improved their data 
collection efforts. As state court statistics inprove, so will 
the validity of using and comparing casf~load data among juris­
dictions and among states. I recommend that court administra­
tors everywhere carefully review this d.i!;ltionary and make as 
much use as possible of the classification schemes, definitions, 
and reporting instructions that it contains. 

James R~ James, Chairman 1977-1979 
NCSP Committee 
Conference of state Court Administr'ators 

Bert M. Montague, Chairman 1979-
NCSP Committee 
Conference of State Court Administrators 
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Dear Reader: 
This is the first edition of the State Court Model Sta­

tistical Dictionary. The terms contained herein comprise a 
classification sQheme for reporting court caseload inventory and 
manner of disposition, and are viewed as a logical first step in 
promoting comparable court statistics by the COSCA NCSP Committee 
that guides the National Court Statistics Project. 

Future editions will expand the reporting scheme and will 
update and revise as necessary the definitions and reporting 
instructions contained in this first edition. We need your 
comments to make future editions as useful as possible. We also 
need some feedback from you as to the adequacy and ~tility of the 
terms and definitions in this edition for your current and 
planned information system and statistical activities. 

To aid you in transmitting your opinions and recommenda­
tions to us, we have provided a self-mailing, postage-free "user 
response form" in the back of this edition. If this form has 
been used, or if you wish to comment in lett.el".t'cl:'m, please write 
to: 

· Court Statistics Pl~ogram Manager 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20531 

or 

National Court Statistics Project 
National Center for State Courts 
300 Newport Avenue 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 

Your comments will be greatly appreciated. 
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Introduction 

The definitions provided in this dictionary for both 
court statistical and related terms represent an attempt to re­
move ambiguity from the usage of these terms, at least for sta­
tistical reporting purposes in state courts. 

The need for this dictionary became apparent as the 
National Court Statistics Project (NCSP) staff attempted to 
compile the f',rst (1975) annual report of state court caseload 
statistics The data contained in both published and unpub­
lished materials from the 50 states and the District of Columbia 
were analyzed with the intention of compiling national totals, 
but an immediate problem resulted from the multitude of' terms 
being used by the states to report their caseloads. The need 
for both a State Court Model Annual Report and a State Court 
Model Statistical Dictionary of terms for court usage became 
obvious. 

In preparing the model statistical dictionary, a choic~ 
had to be made between (1) defining terms broadly so that they 
encompassed the ways that most states are using them; or (2) 
choosing a specific definition that would be precise and most 
useful for statistical reporting purposes. Obviously, all the 
courts in every state could not be consulted to find out what 
each meant in using a particular term. The most viable alter­
native was for the Conference of State Court Administrators NCSP 
Committee to rely on its extensive experience and depth of 
knowledge in order to pick the terms and shape the definitions 
that would make possible uniform and comparable statistics for 
both intra- and interstate statistical reporting purposes. In 
tackling this difficult task, the staff first surveyed all the 
terms being u~ed by the state court systems across the nation. 
From these the COSCA NCSP Committee chose the most sui~able' 
terms for broad statistical categories and subcategories, and 
developed a definition of each term for inclusion ir. the model 
statistical dictionary and in the model annual report., These 
terms and definitions are offered here as models or as preferred 
terminology and meanings for statistical reporting purposes. 

In using this dictionary, courts that prefer to use a 
term defined herein to mean something else, or use some other 
term in'its place, should indicate this with their statistics 
so that their data can be co~rectly classified }n future nation­
al annual reports. 



Introduction 2 

The scope of this first edition of the statistical dic­
tionary is confined to the essential data elements for classifying 
court case load inventory and manner of disposition. Even in these 
areas a much finer level of detail is already reported by some 
states and could be addressed in a latel~ expansion of the classi­
fication schemes. Case categories such as' felony and misdemeanor, 
for example, are further subdivided in many states into specific 
kinds of offenses, and the addition of such refinements may be 
appropriate after the current schemes have been tested. 

There are other significant stati.s\tical terms that could 
be added to future editions o,f the diction'\lry. A scheme for re­
porting important events in case processing is an obvious example, 
and could be regarded as a necessary step iin measuring case load 
and in assessing the court resources needed to handle caseload. 
Event reporting would also provide useful information about the 
manner in which the defendant is handled and jl~stice i~ dispensed. 

Some states report sentencing data, t.r-end data, time to 
process cases, and the like. These are signif.icant subjects for 
statistical analysis. This edition does not address terminology 
for court workload other than caseload, but at some future date 
an accounting of the whole array of judicial re'sponsibilities 
could prove very useful. An indication of readIer interest in 
adding the data elements needed to provide all or any of these 
kinds of information to the dictionary would be very helpful. 

It would be possible, although not partit1ularly useful ;:.", 
to cross reference to the appropriat~. t.erm in the classification 
schemes all the terms being used frequently in the annual reports 
of all the states. These terms are not now included in the body 
of this dictionary, but appear instead in the separate, unpub­
lished annex to this dictionary, where they can be referenced for 
classification purposes. This annex is available on request from 
the National Court Statistics Project; National Center for State 
Courts, 300 Newport Avenue, Williamsburg, Virginia 23185. 

Interested readers will find a great deal of useful 
related information in the second edition of the Dict,ionary of 
Criminal Justice Data Terminology, compiled by SEARCH Group, 
Inc., of Sacramento, California, under·a grant from tbe Bureau of 
Justice Statistics in the U.S. Department of Justice. That 
dictionary is much more comprehensive in that it includes termi­
nology for all the segments of the criminal justice system, and' 
is not limited to statistical reporting terms. It includes in 
its court terminology the classification schemes contained in 
this model statist~cal dictionary, offering them as models for 
court usage. 

Wherever possible, definitions from the Dictionary of 
Criminal Justice Data Terminology have been used and cited within 
this dictionary. Both dictionaries can be obtained at no cost 
from the National Criminal Justice Reference Service, Box 6000, 
Rockville, Maryland 20850. 



f~ormat 

The terms defined in the dictionary are in boldface type. 
When these ter'ms appear wi thin I:)ther entries in the dictionary, 
they also are in boldface whe!ne'Ver appropriate' to indicate that 
the definition of that term wHl be found in its alphabetical 
position in the dictionary. This permits an already defined term 
to be used in other definitions without redefining the term. 

Each entry in the dictionary will be arranged as follows, 
and will include part or all of the following segments: 

1. Indication of kind of term: 
, indicates a court statistical term. 
A related, nonstatistical term has no symbol. 

2. The term itself in boldface. 
3. The definition of the term. 
4. An instruction to see other, closely related terms. 
5. Synonyms, if any. 
6. Court statistical usage .• 
7. Annotation. 

Two kinds of tel"ms are defined, court statistical and re­
lated terms. Court statistical tel~ms are words or phrases repre­
senting quantitive concepts or basic reporting units in court 
usage. They should be sufficiently clear and uniformly defined 
to be used in the collection and analysis of statistics within 
and among states. Related terms are those that al''3 needed to 
clarify the definitions of the statistical terms. 

Each statistical term is explained for court reporting 
purposes. It may have synonyms listed after the definition, as 
well as an annotation containing supplementary material that 
helps explain a term, a variant of a term, or a closely related 
term. 

All statistic~l term entries as well as some related terms 
contain a subheading, court statistical usa~, where instructions 
will be found that permit consistent and unambiguous usage of the 
term in dat.a reporting systems. These instructions have been 
made complete for every court statistical ternl, so that it is not 
necessary to look elsewhere in the dictionary for reporting 
instructio~s. This repetition of instructions for terms in the 
same categories may seem redundant" but the assumption is that 
this dictionary will be used primal'i1y by data suppliers (e.g., 
clerks) rather than for general reading. 



4 FOrEt 

A distinction in meaning is made in all dictionary 
entries when the terms "classify," "count," and "report" are used: 

1. Classify: for statistical reporting purposes, an 
instruction to classify indicates where a 
term belongs in the model classification 
schemes. 

2. Count: 

3. Report: 

for statistical reporting purposes, an 
instruction to count indicates that a tally 
should be kept by the court for internal 
purposes and in order to report related 
statistics. (Count is also used as a noun 
in the general sense throughout this 
dictionary.) 

for statistical reporting purposes, an 
instruction to report indicates that the 
data being discussed should be published in 
the state's annual report and will be used 
for nationwide statistics. 

Also included in the dictionary are cross-referenced 
terms that are not defined and are not in boldface. These terms 
are not synonyms. They are contained in the entries to terms 
that are defined, and these entries provide sufficient infor­
mation to classify the undefined cross-referenced terms. 



Contents 

This fir'st edition of the st·ate court model statistical 
dictionary contains data terminology for reporting state court 
caseload statistics: a complete scheme for classifying court 
caseload inventory--beg1nning pending (cases), filings, disposi­
tions, end pending (cases), and another scheme for displaying the 
manner of disposition of court cases. (Sample prototype tables 
for displaying caseload inventory and manner of disposition are 
located on pages 9 and 10, as well as on a foldout at page 111.) 

In order to devise categories that are both inclusive and 
exclusive, the COSCA NCSP Committee chose caseload terminology 
that indicates the subject matter at issue i.n the case--that is, 
the nature of the question the court is asked to decide. There 
are, of course, other schema that could be followed, but subject 
matter provides a practical framework within which to compile 
caseloads that are comparable from jurisdiction to jurisdiction. 

The Committee also chose for caseload inventory purposes 
to count cases rather than defendants, because counting cases is 
consistent with the internal procedures of the courts. (A count 
of defendants should be kept, however, because manner of disposi­
tion statistics will indicate outcomes for defendants in criminal 
and traffic cases. A suggested prototype for displaying a defen­
dant count in caseload inventory is shown on page 10.) 

The classification scheme for caseload is as follows 
(complete caseload inventory for each case category should be re­
ported under beginning pending, f~lings, dispoSitions, and end 
pending) : 

Appellate court case 
Request to appeal 

Civil' case request to appeal (by subject matter of 
case; see civil case) 

Criminal case request to appeal (by subject matter of 
case; see criminal case) 

Postconvictionremedy qase request to appeal 
Request to appeal of adadnistrative agency case 
Juvenile case request to appeal (by subject matter of 

case; see juvenile case) 
Sentence review only case 
Appeal case 

Civil case appeal (by subject matter of case) 
Criminal case appeal (by subject matter of case) 
Postconviction remedy oase 
Appeal of adllinistrative agency case 
Juvenile case appeal (by subject matter of case) 

Original proceeding case 
Original jurisdiction case 
Disciplinary .atter 
Advisory opinion case 



6 Colltenta 

Trial court case 
Civil case 

Tort case 
Auto tort case 
Professional tort case 
Product liability tort case 
Other tort case 

Contract case 
Real property rights case 
SIiall claills case 
DoMstic relations case 

Marriage dissolution case 
Support/custody case 
Adoption case 
Other dcmeatic relations case 

Mental health case 
Estate case 

Probate/willS/intestate case 
GUardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship case 
Other estate case 

Appeal case 
Appeal of administrative agency case 
Appeal of trial court case 

Extraordinary writ case 
Postconvj.ction remedy case 
Other civil case 

Crillinal case 
Felony case 
Misde.eanor case 
Prelillinary hearing (limited jurisdiction court only) 
Ordinance (non-traffic) Violation case 
Appeal case 

Appeal of trial court case· 
Extraordinary writ case 
Poatconviction remedy case 
Sentence review only case 
Other crilllinal case ' 

Traffic case 
DWl/DUl case 
Other traffic violation case 
Parking Violation case 

Juvenile case 
Criminal-type offender case 
Status offender case 
Non-offender case 
Other juvenile matters 
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The disposition of cases should be reported by case cate-
gory in CBseload iDYentory, but further information is needed. 

I Terminology for reporting the manner ot disposition was chosen to 
;-.--------._-----._ ... - .... --- .. -----i.n1:!1.Ud.e--the kil'ras- of'--·i'nf ol."matien----t-ha-t,-ar-e·--use·fu-l-·fo r-.-cour_t. ... man-
~ agement purposes, such as the procedural manner in which cases-"~r;---------"---------"---
r disposed, the significant judicial decisions, and a tally of the 
f outcomes for defendants in crt.1nal cases and traffic cases. 

There should be a place for every kind of case termination. 
The manner of disposition scheme for appellate court cases 

outlined below permits a count of the important ways of issuing 
appellate court decisions, with a case count to be reported Under 
the types of decision in each category. 

Hanner of disposition; appellate court cases 
Opinion 

Affil"lDed 
Modified 
Reversed 
Reversed and remanded 
Remanded 
Granted/denied 

Me.orandum decision 
Affirmed 
Modified 
Reversed 
Reversed and remanded 
Remanded 
Granted/denied 

Order (decision without opinion) 
·Affirmed 
Modified 
Reversed 
Reversed and remanded 
Remanded 
Granted/denied 

Dismissed/withdrawn/settled 
Transferred 
Other maimer of disposition 

The distinction should be made in the manner of disposi­
tion of appellate cases, whenever pOSSible, between cases ~hat are 
civil or criminal. 



In the following manner of diapoa1tion scheme for trial 
court oases, a case count should be reported under civil. case man-
ner of disposition. Cr1ll1nal case lIIImIler of dispoa1t:ton and ~~r~------,-

__ .. ___ , . __ , _______ .. ____________ --------f'1e --caa8,--=maer---of'---d1-spoatt1"On---pr-oYid-e--T6r--if-couiit--or--trl81il---and a 
count of defendant dispositiona (see the prototype on page 10). 

ManDer of disposition, trial court cases 
Civil case manner of disposition 

'Jury trial 
Non-jury trial 
Uncontested/default 
Dia.1ased/withdravn/settled (before trial) 
Transferred '(before/during trial) 
Arbitration 
Other manner of disposition 

Crt.ina] case lIBIlIler of disposition 
Jury trial 

Conviction 
Guilty plea 

Acquittal 
Dismissed 

Hon_jury trial 
Conviction 

Guilty plea 
Acquittal 

Dismissed 
Dia.1ssed/nolle prosequi (before'trial) 
Bound over 
Transferred (before/during trial) 
Guilty plea (before trial) 
Bail forfeiture 
Other maDDer of disposition 

Traftic case manner of disposition 
Jury trial 

Conviction 
Acquittal 

Non-jury trial 
Conviction 
Acquittal 

Transferred (before/during trial) 
Guilty plea (betore trial) 
Ba1l forfeiture 
D1sa1ssed/nolle prosequi (before trial) 
Parking fine 
Other aanner of disposition 

The scheme above provides for an accounting of the manner 
of disposition in all cases except juvenile. Because the handling 
of juvenile cases in the state trial courts is in a transition 
status, no manner of disposition scheme has been included. The 
aggregate reporting of juvenile caseload inventory as well as of 
defendant d1apos1t10na is all that is suggested at this time. 

1 
J 



Prototype 9 

In order to display case load inventory and manner of 
disposition statistics, a suggested prototype for appellate 
courts is displayed below. The prototype for trial courts is on 

'--------------------,---Uie-"-foIIowlng--page:-----Fo-r---your--convenJ:ence--tne-se-saiffe-proto~ypes--------------------------------------------

are also found on a foldout at page 111 of this document. 

Suggested prototype for display of case load inventory and 
manner of disposition in appellate courts 

STATE IWI!, OOUllT f_ 
CCliUrt of hat rMort Ol' lotu.dlate .ppellate court 

Naber oL court cll91a1oaa. "bel' oL judle8 
Tt.e period covered 

Court C8seload inventory 

Cases: 
Request to appeal case 

Civil case request to appeal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Criminal case request to appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pos tconvict t.on remedy cas e reques t to appeal ••••••••••••••••• 
Reque9: co appeal of administrative agency case •••••••••••••• 
Juvenile CBS e reques t to appeal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Sentence review only case •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Total •••••••••••••••••• 00 •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 00 ••••••••• 

Appeal case 
Civil case appeal (mandatory) •••••••••••••••••• 0.0 ••••••••••• 

Reques ts i!o appeal granted that became civil appeals ••••• 0 ••• 

Criminal case appeal (mandatory) •••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••• 

Requests til appeal granted that became ct'iminal appeals ...... 
P08tconviction remedy case (mandatory) ••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 

Requests to appeal granted that became p08tconviction remedy 
cases ••• 0 •••••••••••••••••• 0.0 •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 

Appeal of administrative agency case (mandatory) ••••••••••••• 
Requests to appeal granted that became appeals of 

administrative agency cases •••••••• 0000 ••• 0 •• 0 •••••••• 0. 0 •• 

Juvenile caoe appeal (ro.'lndatory) ••••••• 0 ••• 0 •• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••• 

Requests to appeal granted that became juvenile CAse appeals • 
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 ....................... . 

Qriginal proceeding case 
Ori8inal jurisdiction case ••••••••••• o ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Disciplinary matter • 0 ••••••••••••• w ••••• 0 •••••• 0. 0.0 ••••••••• 

Advisory opinion case •••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••••••••••••••••• 

Total .0 ••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " •••••••• 

Total cases ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0' 0 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Beginning 
pendins 

Manner of disposition, appellate court c8ses--civil/criminal 

Opinion [number of opinions I ............ 0 ••••••••••••••• -••••••• 

Affirmed [number of cases 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Modified [number of cases] •••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 

Reversed [number of cases] •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed and remanded [number of cases 1 ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded [number of cases] •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Granted/denied [num.ber of cases] •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Memorandum decision [number of memorandum decisions] 0 •••••••••• 

Affirmed [number of cases] •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Modified [number of cases 1 0 •••• 0 •••••••••••• 00 •• 0 ••••••• 0 .... 

Reversed [number of cases] •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed and remanded [number of cases] ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Rem.'Inded [number of cases] •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Granted/denied [number of cases] •••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 

Order (dec::'sion without opinion) [number of orders] ........... . 
Affirmed [number of cases] ••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••• 

Modified [number of cases] .0 •••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 •••••••••• 

Reversed [number of cases] •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Reversed and remanded [number of cases] ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Remanded [number of cases] ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••• 0'. 

Granted/denied [number of cases] ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••• 

Dismissed/withdrawn/settled [number of cases] ••••••••••• " •••••• 
Transferred [number of cases] •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other manner of disposition [number of cases] •••••••••••••••••• 

00 

FUed 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00/00 

00 

00 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00/00 

00 
00 
00/00 
00 
00 
00/00 

00 
00 
00 

Disposed End 
pending 
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Suggested prototype for display of caseload inventory 
and manner of disposition in trial courts 

--._--------_ .. _-----._-_._----------------------------------.:..----~----------------------------------------.------------

sum_. __ 
Caurt of .. _al joar18Uetl_ .., _n of lilllt .. jur18dletl _ 

_ her of clraalta .., diatrleta. _ of "..... 

TlIIoo pul ... e ....... 
-c~--r-t-~---Ol-~--d-i-n-.-on-t-o-ry~~'~·~------------------~--------~'~o.~l~n~ni~~~------'ri~i~.~d------~b~&~p~~~.~d-------D-.-f-.n-~--nt-o--------'in~ddri--

pendly ca... ca... pen na 
Civil case 

Tort cas ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• II II •••••••••••••• II •••• ,_ 

Auto tort cas •••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Profusional tort ease •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• e I. 
Product liability tort ease II •••• II ••••••••••••••• II ......... . 

Other tort ca.e ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Contract caBe •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Real property rights case •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1\ ••••••••••• 

S .. ll cla1lls caae •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Doaeatic relatlorw caae •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 

Marriage dlaaolution caae •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Support/custody case •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• <1 •••••••••••• 

Adoption case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• , • ., •••••••••••••••••••• 
Other domestic relations case •••••••••••• ~ ~""""""""" 

Mental 'health case ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ................ . 
Estate case .................................................... . 

Probate/wills/intestate case ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Guardlanship/co15ervatorship/tru9teeship cale •••••••••••••••• 
Other estate case ................... -f ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal case ••••••• ~ •••••••••• , .................................. . 
Appeal of administrative agency case ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of trial court caae ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinat""1 writ ~se ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Pootconvic:tion remedy case ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other ~::vl1 case ••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••• 

Total civil ••••••••• I I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••• 

Criminal case 
Felony case ••••••••••••••••••••• I •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
MiaderneanCl:' case ••••••••••••••••• ,. •• II ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Preliminary hearing (limited jurisdiction court only) •••••••••• 
Ordinance violation case ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal case •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,., •• , ••• I •••• 

Appeal of trial court case ••••••••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writ case •••••••••• I ••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Postconviction remedy case •••••••••• t ••••••• I •••••••••••••••••• 
Sentence revieW' only case ............ I I •••••••••••• I ............ .. 

Other criminal case ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••• t ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic CUSEt 

DIIl/OUX •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violation •••••••••••• t ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Parking violation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile cas e 
Criminal-type offender case •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Status offender case •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offender case ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••• 
Other juvenile matters •••••••••••••••••• 1 •••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total juvenile •• I ••••••••••••• , ................................. . 

Grand total •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Civil case manner of disposition 1I •• t "' 

Jury trial (C.FlSE.8 J ••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-jury trial (cases] •••••••••• , •••• 
Uncontested/default I cas es ] •••••••••• 
D1&missed/withdrawn/settled [cases] II 

Transferred [cases] •••••••••••••••••• 
Arbitration [cases] •••••••••••••••••• 
Other IlAnner of dispceition [CBSes] II 

Hanner of dl1poe it1on, trial court CAIU 

Crim.inal .. nner of disposition ••••••• II. ~ II II. 
Jury trial [cases] ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Conviction (defendants) ................ . 
GuUty pl ............................ . 

Acquittal (d.fen~nt.1 ................ .. 
Dis.lased ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Non-jury trial [catS .. ] ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Conviction (defendants] •••• II •••••• II ••• 

Guilty plea •• I •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Acquittal (defendant.] •••••••••••••••••• 
Dis.i •• ed ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

D1IIlIilled/nolle prosequi [defendant. ) •••••• 
Bound OYar [defendant,] •••••••••••••••••••• 
Tr8naferred [defendants J ••••••••••••••••••• 
GuUty pl ... (d.fen~ntal ................ .. 
SOU forfeiture (d.fon~nto I .............. . 
Other _nner of di.posltion [defendanta) .. . 

Traffic _nner of di,pC8ition .0 ••••••••••••• 
Jury trial [cuel] ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Conviction [defendants J ••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal [defendants J •••• ~ ••••••••••• 

Non- jury tr lal (d.fon~ nta I ............ .. 
Conviction [defendant.] ••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal (defendantl] •••••••••••••••• 

Transferred (defendant.] ••••••••••••••••• 
Guilty pleo (dotendantol ................ . 
Soil forfeiture [d.fon~nto I ............ . 
D18.lood/noU. pr~equl {d.fon~nta I .. .. 
Parkll1l Un. [d.fon~ntol .............. . 
Other Mnner of dilpoaiUon (defendants J • 
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l ______ ------------,----~=~=-=-
ABATEMENT BY DEATH OF DEFENDANT 

see other manner of disposition, criminal case 

ABSCONDED 
see other manner of disposition,. criminal case 

# ACQUITTAL A judsaent of a court, based on the verdict of either a 
jury or a judicial officer, that the defendant is not guilty 
of any offense(s) of which he has been charged. 

Court statistical usage: 
- Classify as a crtminal case manner of disposition (trial 

courts) as a subheading under either jury trial and non-jury 
trial. 

- Classify as a tF&ttic case manner of disposition (trial 
courts) as a s'ubheading under either jury trial and non-jury 
trial. ' 

- Acquittals should indicate a count of defendants. 
Dismissal after trial begins should be reported as a sub­
category under acquittal. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

ACTIO. (court) The judicial remedy for the enforcement or pro­
tection of a right, the redress or prevention of a wrong, or 
the punishment of a public offense. 

Synonym: court case 

Court statistical usage: 
- Count and report all court cases ~y the subject matter at 

issue in the case. 
- See appellate court case and trial court case. 

Annotation: A completed action results in a judgment. 

ACTION AT LAW 
see law 'case 

ACTIVE CALENDAR 
see cal@ndar 
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ADJUDICATION WITHHELD 
see conviction 

ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES 
see probate/wills/intestate case 

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY A non-judicial unit of government that is 
charged with overseeing the implementation, execution, and 
administration of particular legislation. 

Court statistical usage: 
- Decisions of a judicial nature rendered by an administrative 

agency after a hearing on the matter may be appealed in the 
state courts. 

- See appeal of a~n1strative agency case. 

Annotation: The following are examples of administrative 
agencies: workmen's compensation boards, licensing boards, 
zoning boards, public utility commissions, environmental pro­
tection agencies, tax assessment councils, rent control 
boards, disciplinary review boards of various corrections 
agencies, parole boards. 

, ADOPTION CASE A subcategory of domestic relations case that in­
cludes cases involving a request for the establishment of a 
new, permanent relationship of parent and child between per­
sons not having that relationship naturally. 

Court statistical usage: 
- Classify in trial court caseload inventory as a subheading 

under dOillestic relations case, as follows: 
• Marriage dissolution case 
• Support/custody case 
• Adoption case 
• Other domestic relations case 

- If adoptions are handled by a probate court, they should be 
reported as adoption cases, separate from estate cases, so 
they can be included in nationwide domestic relations case­
load inventory. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispOSitions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of 
adoption cases should be reported under the appropriate 
category in the civil case manner of dispoSition scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category claSSifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 

Annotation: The result of a granted adoption action is usu­
ally to take a person formally and permanently into one's 
family and legally confer on him the rights, privileges, and 
duties of a child or heir. 
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ADVISORY JURY 
see jury trial 

# ADVISORY OPINION CASE A subcategory of original proceeding case 
that includes cases in which a government organization or a 
public official, not a litigant, asks the appellate judges to 
render an opinion on some legal question. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify in appellate court caseload inventory as a subcate­

gory under original proceeding case, as follows: 
• Original jurisdiction case 
~ Disciplinary matter 
• Advisory opinion case 

- Report in case10ad inventory as dispositions both those re­
quests for advisory opinions that are granted and those re­
quests that are denied by the appellate judges. Indicate 
the number of requests granted and denied under manner of 
d1,B,position, appellate court case. . 

- See pages 5-10 for case category claSSifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 

Annotation: The category advisory opinion case includes two 
types of cases: In some states a government official or body, 
typically a governor or legislature, can request the state 
court of last resort justices to give their opinion on a legal 
question. Also in some states the court of last resort will 
entertain requests, called certified questions, from federal 
courts to answer legal issues involving state law pending be­
fore the federal court. Although certified questions may not 
be technically advisory opinions, filed, disposed, and pending 
cases should be reported separately for interstate comparison 
purposes. 

# AFFIRMED A decision by an appellate court that sustains the judg­
ment of a trial court, an administrative agency, or an inter­
mediate appellate court. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Indicate the kind of appellate decision under each of the 

following categories of manner of dispOSition, appellate 
court case, as appropriate: 
• Opinion 
• Memorandum decision 
e Order 
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Indicate the type of decision in each case as follows: 
• Affil'llled 
• Modified 
• Reversed 
• Reversed and reaanded 
• Reaanded 
• Granted/denied 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page Ill. 

manner of 
For' your 
foldout 

Annotation: An appellate court can either affirm, reverse, 
or modify the trial court or administrative agency judgment 
or intermediate appellate court decision, or portions thereof. 
It can also remand the case back to the trial court for fur­
ther action. 

The affirmance of a judgment, decree, or order declares 
that it is valid and right, and must sta<~d as rendered. 

Because they require no further action '~.y the court or 
agency rendering judgment, decisions that "affirm and modify" 
or "affirm in part, modify in part" should be olassified as 
affirmed. 

Because they may require further action by the court or 
agency rendering judgment, decisions that "affirm in part, re­
verse in part" should be classified as reversed. 

AFFIRMED AND MODIFIED 
see affirmed 

AFFIRMED AND REHANDED 
see remanded 

AFFIRMED IN PART, REVERSED IN PART 
see reversed 

, AGE OF PENDING CASE LOAD (appellate courts) For statistical re­
porting purposes, a frequency count of the number of cases 
falling into each of a specified set of time intervals, sepa­
rated according to the processing of specific events (see stat­
us of pending caseload); the inclusion of a case in a given 
time interval is determined by the age of that case from its 
date of filing. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report age of pending caseload data at the end of a report­

ing period according to a scale such as the following, which 
is used in the State Court Model Annual Report: 
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• Awaiting court reporter's leases pending 0 to 60 days. 
tranacript Cases pending 61 to 120 days. 

• Awa1tiDg'appellant's brief eases pending over 120 days. 
• Awaiting respondent's brief 

• Ready for oral arsu-ent or] eases pending 0 to 90 days. 
sU~8sioD Cases pending 91 to 180 days. 

• Under adviae.ent Cases pending over 180 days. 

Annotation: To provide maximum flexibility for court manage­
ment purposes, courts should calculate the actual number of 
days a case is pending between various steps in case process­
ing. The categories recommended here from the State Court 
Model Annual Report are intended to permit comparability of 
data for nationwide statistics. 

# AGE OF PEKDING CASILOAD (trial courts) For statistical reporting 
purposes, a frequency count of the number of cases falling in­
to each of a specified set of time intervals; the inclusion of 
a case in a given time interval is determined by the age of 
that case from its date of filing. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report age of pending caseload data at the end of a report­

ing period according to a scale such as the following, 
which is used in the State Court ·Model Annual Report: 

Cases pending 0 to 90 days. i 

eases pending 91 days to 180 days. 
Cases pending 181 days to 360 days. 
eases pending 361 days to 720 days. 
Cases pending over' 720 days. 

- Court rules regulating the time that elapses before a de­
fendant must be brought to trial will require that the o-to-
90-day segment of the above scale be separated into shorter 
segments for criminal cases. 

- Cases that run for periods of years, such as guardianships, 
conservatorships, and trusteeships, should be reported sepa­
rately in age of pending caseload data because they would 
skew the totals. When they are subtracted, an explanation 
should accompany the statistics so that the reader will know 
whether pending estate case statistics differ from total 
pending cases in caseload inventory. 

Annotation: To provide maximum flexibility for court manage­
ment purposes, courts should calculate the actual number of 
days a case is pending between various steps in case process­
ing. The scale recommended here from the State Court Model 
Annual Report is intended to permit comparability of data for 
nationwide statistics. 
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AGENCY APPEAL 
see appeal ot administrative agency case 

ALCOHOL, ALCOHOLICS 
see DWI/DUI case 

mental health case 

ALIENATION OF AFFECTION 
see other tort case 

ALIMONY 
see support/custody case 

other domestic relations case 

ANNULMENT 
see marriage dissolution case 

I APPEAL CASE (appellate court) A case category in a court having 
appellate jurisdiction in which a notice ot appeal is tiled to 
initiate the review of a judsment or decision of a trial 
court, an a~nistrative agency, or an intermediate appellate 
C~lllrt. 

Court Statistical Usage: ,. 
- Appeal case is a subcategory of the larger classification, 

appellate court case. It requests direct review of the 
judgment of a trial court, an administrative agency, or an 
intermediate appellate oourt. 

~ Appeal cases should identify the subject matter at iss~e in 
the original case. 

- In appellate court caseload inventory use the following 
classification scheme for appeals pending, tiled, and dis­
posed: 
• Civil case appeal 

Tort case appeal 
Contract case appeal 
Real property rights case appeal 
Small claims case appeal 
Domestic relations case appeal 
Mental health case appeal 
Estate case appeal 
Other civil ~ase appeal 

• Cri~nal case appeal 
Felony case appeal 
Misde.eanor case appeal 
Ordinance violation case appeal 
Tratfic case appeal 
Other cr1m!~J!1 case appeal 

• Postconvict10n re.edy case· (mandatory) 
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• Appeal ot administrative agency case 
• Juvenile case ap:peal 

- For statistical l'eporting purposes, the filing of a notice 
of appeal in an app,~lla.te court should be considered the be­
ginning of an appeal (;ase"o-the unit being counted. (See 
unit of count.) If t,he r'eviewing court uses some other 
event, such as filing of record, . to determine the number of 
appeals, it should explain that it does so. 

- If the notice of appeal in an appellate court case is filed 
in the trial court, do not count an appellate case until the 
not-fce is also docketed in the appellate court. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of ap­
peals at the appellat.!"l level should be reported as indicated 
under manner of disposition, appellate court case. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classification~, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: In appellate courts appeals consist of (1) cases 
falling within the court's mandatory jurisdiction, and (2) 
cases falling within the court's discretionary jurisdiction 
(when a request to appeal has been granted). 

Some appellate courts screen cases to ensure that the appel­
lant is correct in claiming that the case falls within the 
mandatory jurisdiction of the court. These screening proce­
dures may be similar to the procedures used to rule on re­
quests to appeal. Nevertheless, these mandatory jurisdiction 
cases are appeals; the court should explain this practice and 
should indicate the number of cases it has ruled to be outside 
the mandatory jurisdiction. The disposition of these manda­
tory cases should be reported under dismissed/withdrawn/ 
settled. 

, APPElL CASE (t~ial court) A case category in a court having in­
cidental appellate jurisdiction in which a notice ot appeal or 
a complaint is filed to initiate the review of a judgaent of a 
trial court or an adainistrative agency. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Appeal case is a subcategory of the larger classifioation, 

trial court oase. It requests direct review of the judgment 
of a trial court or an administrative agency. 

- Appeal cases should identify the subject matter at issue in 
the original case. 
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- In trial court caseload inventory use the following classi­
fication for appeals pending, tl1ed, and disposed: 
• Civil cue appeal 

Appeal of a~nistrative agency case 
Appeal of trial court case 

• Crtainal CBse appeal 
Appeal ot trial court csse 

- For statistical reporting purposes, the filing in a trial 
court having incidental appellate jurisdiction of a notice 
of appeal or of a complaint should be considered the begin­
ning of an appeal case--the unit being counted. (See unit 
of count.) If the reviewing court uses some other event, 
such as filing of record, to determine the number of ap­
peals, it should explain that it does so. 

- If the notice of appeal in an appellate court case is filed 
in the trial court, do not count an appeal case in the trial 
court. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in CBseload inventory, the termination of ap­
peals at the trial court level should be reported as indi­
cated under .aDDer ot disposition, trial court case. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 

---convenience, thl3se prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

I APPEAL OF ADMIIIIsTRlTlVE AGDey CASE (appellate courts) An appeal 
case in which a court having appellate jurisdiction reviews 
the decision of an a~nistrative agency. (See appeal case.) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
Appeal ot adainistrative agency case is a subcategory of ap­
peal cases. Classify appeals of administrative agency cases 
separately from c~t.1nal appeals, civil appeals, and j~ve­
nile appeals. (Do not report as cases administrative mat­
ters that do not require adjudication. These matters are 
properly part of workload, not caseload.) 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
paneling eeaes in CBseload inventory, the termination of ap­
peals o£ adMinistrative agency cases heard in appellate 
courts should be reported in the appropriate category under 
aaDDer ot disposition, appellate court case. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 
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Annotation: The decision of the administrative agency, gen­
erally of a quasi-judicial nature, is handed down in a hearing 
held on the matter. 

The following are examples of state administrative agencies, 
the decisions of which can be appealed: workmen's compensa­
tion boards, licensing boards, zoning boards, public utility 
commissions, environmental protection agencies, tax assess­
ment councils, rent control boards, disciplinary review boards 
of various corrections agencies, parole boards. 

, APPEAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY CASE (trial courts) An appeal 
case in which a court having incidental appellate jurisdiction 
reviews the decision of an administrative agency. (See appeal 
case, incidental appellate jurisdiction.) 

Court statistical Usage: 
- Report appeals heard in trial courts as follows: 

• Appeal of administrative agency case 
• Appeal of trial court case 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of ap­
peals of administrative agency cases heard in trial courts 
should be reported in the appropriate category in the manner 
of disposition, trial court case classification scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying.qoth. For your· 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: State statutes determine whether appeals of ad­
ministrative agency cases are heard in trial courts or in ap­
pellate courts. 

U APPEAL OF TRIAL COURT CASE (heard in a trial court) An appeal 
case in which a trial court, in those states where statutes 
give those courts that authority, reviews the judgment of an­
other trial court. (See appeal case, incidental appellate 
jurisdiction. ) 

Court Statistical Usage~ 
- Appeal case is a subcategory of the broad classifications 

civil case and crim11lal case in trial court caseload inven­
tory. 

- Distinguish between civil case appeals andcr1minal case ap­
peals. 

- Report civil case appeals heard in trial courts as follows: 
• Appeal of administrative agency case 
• Appeal of trial I~ourt case 

- Report criminal case appeals heard in trial courts as fol­
lows: 
• Appeal of trial (iOurt case 
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,'> - In addition to the reporting of filings, disposttiQns, and 
pending cases in casoload inventory, the termination of ap­
peals of trial court cases heard in trial courts should be 
reported in the appropriate category in the manner of dis­
position, trial court case classification scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
a t page Ill. ~ 

Annotation: Generally appeals of trial court cases are ap­
peals from limited or special jurisdiction courts heard in gen­
eral jurisdiction courts. In a very few states, however, ap­
peals are heard in limited juri.,sdiction courts, or in-house 
appeals of trial court cases ar'e heard in the same trial 
court. 

APPEAL OF RIGHT/DISCRETIONARY REVIEW For statistical reporting 
purposes, the distinction between those appeals that an appel­
late co~rt is required to hear (appeal of right), and those in 
which the court decides whether to grant the petition request­
ing that an appeal be heard (discretionary review). 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- For statistical reporting purposes, identification of the 

mandatory andd1scret1onary jurisdiction of the appellate. 
court(s) is important if caseloads are to be compared among 
states. 

Annotation: Practice varies from state to state, but the 
functional distinction between mandatory and discretionary 
review is blurred. The decisional processes are not signifi­
cantly different in that the material examined by the judges 
is much the same. The internal appellate process for deciding 
whether an appeal of right has sufficient merit to receive a 
full hearing and a written opinion does not differ greatly 
from the discretionary decision as to whether to grant or deny 
a petition for appeal. Both situations require the examina­
tion of briefs (the petition for appeal includes essentially 
the same information) and record, and an initial decision by 
the court as to whether there is any arguable error or possi­
bility of injustice. In each situation, a decision is ren­
dered on the merits. 

I APPELLATE COURT A court, the primary function of which is to re­
view ju~ents of trial courts and administrative agencies (or 
in the case of a court 'Of last resort, also to review deci­
sions of intermediate appellate courts). 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify courts of last resort and intermediate appellate 

courts as appellate courts. 
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Annotation: In some states trial courts are given authority 
to review judsDents of other trial courts or of administrative 
asencies. These courts have incidental appellate jtu·isdic­
tion, but are not appellate courts. 

# APPELLATE COURT CASE A major classification category for case load 
in courts or last resort and intermediate appellate courts 
that includes any appeal, request to appeal, original pro­
ceeding, or sentence review only filed in an ap~ellate court. 
(See appeal case, request to appeal case, original proceeding 
case, sentenoe review only case.) 

Court Stati~~ical Usage: 
- Classify appellate court aaseload inventory according to the 

subject matter at issue in the original case, using the fol­
lowing subcategodes: 
• Request to appeal 

Civil case request to appeal 
Crillinal cue request to appeaJ. 
Postconviction remedy case request to appeal 
Request to ap~.4l of administrative agency case 
Juvenile case request to appeal 

• Sentence review only case 
• Appeal case 

Civil case appeal 
Crillinal cUe apPeal 
PostcoDviction re.edy case 
Appeal of adainistrat1ve agency case 
Juvenile case appeal 

• Original proceeding case 
Original jurisdiction case 
Disciplinary matter 
Advisory opinion case 

The notice of appeal filed in the appellate court is the unit 
being counted in appeal cases, and the petition is the unit 
being counted in request to appeal cases, sentence review 
only cues, and original proceeding cases. 

- Other matters such as motions should not be reported as ap­
pellate cases, but may be identified separately as part of 
court caaeflow. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in case load inventory, the termination of ap­
pellate court. cases should be reported in the appropriate 
category. under maDDer of disposition, appellate court ease. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, ang prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 
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APPELLATE COURT CASE LOAD INVENTORY 
see court caseload iD'ventory 

appellate court case 

APPLICATION FOR APPEAL/REVIEW 
see request to appeal case 

APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO APPEAL 
see request to appeal case 

'ABBITRATIOK For' statistical reporting purposes, a category for 
reporting the manner ot disposition of a civil case that is 
submitted to the judgment of an impartial party appointed by 
the court rather than decided through regular court process. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify as a t:t'ial court manner of disposition in civil 

cases. 
- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 

disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111-

- If a case is filed for judicial action after an arbitration 
hearing, a new filing should be counted. (See reopened 
case. ) 

An,~otation~ 
states. 

A.rbitration is made mandatory by statute in some 

AUTOMOBILE NEGLIGENCE 
see auto tort case 

, AUTO TORT CASE A subcategory of tort case that includes cases 
resulting from personal injury, property damage, or wrongful 
death arising out of a party's alleged negligent operation of 
a motor vehicle. 

Synonym: motor vehicle tort, automobile negligence 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify in trial court caseload inventory as a subheading 

under tort case as follows: 
• Auto tort case 
• ProtessioDlll tort case 
• Product liability tort case 
• Other tort case 

I 

J 
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- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pendina a.aes in caaeload inYentory, the termination of auto 
tort oases should be reported under the appropriate category 
in the ciYil caee .aDDer ot disposition scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. ' 

Annotation: Vehicles involved in auto tort cases include 
autos, trucks, buses, vans, motorcycles, mopeds, etc., but not 
vehicles being used for air or water transportation. The lat­
ter should be classified under other tort. 

"Negligent operation" of a motor vehicle can be either care­
less or deliberate. 

# AWAITING APPELLIIT'S BRIEF For statistical reporting p~rposes, 
the status ot the pending caaeload when the court reporter's 
transcript has been filed J but the a.t.torney for the appellant 
has not filed his brief with the clerk of the appellate court. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- In reporting appellate court status of pending caseload 

data, the following points in case processing should be 
indicated: 
• Awaiting oourt reporter's transcript 
• Awaiting appellant's briet 
• Awaiting respondent's brief 
• Ready tor oral arsuaent or subaiaaion 
• Under advlaeaant 

- See age'ot pending oaaeload (appellate courts) for a sug­
gested time scale for measuring processing time. 

, AWAITING COURT REPORTER'S TRlISCRIPT For statistical reporting 
purposes, the status ot the pendina oaaeload when the notice 
ot appeal has been filed, but the court reporter's transcript 
of the trial proceedings has not been filed with the court' 
clerk. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- In reporting appellate court status of pending caseload 

data, the following points in case processing should be in­
dicated: 
• Awaiting court reporter's transcript 
• Awaitina appellaDt's briet 
• Awaiting respondent's briet 
• Ready tor oral arsu-ent or subaiaaion 
• Under advi....at 

- See ace ot peDdtng aaaeload (appellate courts) for a sug­
gested time scale for measuring processing time. 
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, lWlITIIG RESPOIDIIT'S BRIIF For statistical reporting purposes, 
the status ot tbe pending o&seload when the appellant's brief 
has been filed, but the attorney for the respondent has not 
filed his brief with the clerk of the appellate court. 

Court Statistioal Usage: 
- In reporting appellate court status of pending caseload 

data, the following points in case processing should be in­
dicated: 
• Awaiting court reporter's transcript 
• Awaiting appellant's brief 
• Awaiting respondent's brief 
• Ready 'for oral argu.ent or submission 
• Under advis ... nt 

- See age of peDding caseload (appellate courts) for a sug­
gested time scale for measuring processing time. 

, BAIL FORFEITURE For statistical reporting purposes, a manner of 
disposition classification for minor criminal cases (minor 
lI1ade.eanors and ordinance violations) and f9r traftio cases 
in which a defendant's failure to appear in court causes the 
money or property deposited to secure release on bail not to 
be returned to the defendant. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify in trial courts as a criminal case manner of dis­

position or a traftic case manner of disposition. 
- Bail forfeiture should indicate a count of defendants. 
- Do not include under bail forfeiture any cases disposed by 

voluntary payment of fines. These should be reported as 
guilty pleas, except for parking violatioDs cases, the dis­
position of which should be reported as parking fines. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and, prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 

Annotation: In many states, bail forfeiture as defined here 
is the equivalent of "guilty plea by waiver." 

Bailor bond may be posted to secure release in other kinds 
of cr1ll1nal cases, but in those cases the defendant who "skips 
bail" is regarded as a fugitive, and the case will be reopened 
if he can be found. (See other lII&D!ler of disposition, crimi­
nal case.) In a minor criminal case or traffic case the for­
feiture of bail is regarded as the equivalent of payment of 
fine, and the case is considered permanently disposed. 

BASTARDY 
see other dc.esticrelations case 

l 
I 
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, BlGDRIHG PDDIHG. (cases) For statistlcal reporting purposes, the 
number of cases awaiting disposition in a particular court at 
the beginning of a reporting period. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report oaaeload inventory statistics in each case category 

for a reporting period as beginning pending (cases), fil­
ings, dispositiona, end pending (cases). (See court case­
load inventory.) 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For you~ 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

BENCH TRIAL 
see non-jury trial 

BIND OVER 
see bound OYf:lr 

, BOUHD OVER For statistical reporting purposes, the _nner ot 
disposition category for preliminary hearings held in limited 
juriaciiction courts when the defendant is removed to a general 
juriadiotion court for trial. (See prel1lll1nary hearing 
(l1a1.ted jurisdiction court only) and probable cause.) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- When probable cause is fqund in a preliminary hearing held 

in a court other than that in which the defendant will be 
tried,'the binding over of the der~ndant to the general 
Jur.:tadiction court is a disposition in the limi.ted jurisdic­
tion court. 

- Bound over should indicate a count of defendants. 
- See pages 5-10 for case category claSSifications, manner of 

disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

BREACH OF CONTRACT 
see contract case 

. ~ 
ClLllDAR A list of cases that are scheduled to be heard by a 

court. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- All cases that are on the active court calendar should be 

reported in court caseload statistics. 

Annotation: Court, calendars may be for various periods of 
time--a court term, a week, a day. There may also be special 
calendars for particular proceedings such as hearings or argu­
ments. 
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CASE 
see oourtcaae 

CASEFLOW 
see oourt caaetlow 

CASE LOAD 
see oourt caaeload 

CASELOAD INVENTORY 
see court 08sf.lload inventory 

CERTIFIED QUESTION 
see advisory opin1oncaae 

CERTIFIED TO AN ADULT COURT 
see crt.1nal-type otteDder case 

CERTIORARI, WRIT OF' 
see request to appeal oase 

writ 

CHANCERY 
see equity 

CBAMGE OF VEIUI The movement of a cue from one court to another 
court that has the same jurisdictional authority but is in a 
different geographic location. (adapted from the Dictionary 
of Criminal Justice Data Terminology, second edition) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify as a maDDer ot disposition under transterred. 

Annotation: An example of a change of venue is a case that is 
transferred from a court in one city, county, or district to a 
court in a different city, county, or district within a given 
state. (adapted from the Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data 
Terminology, second edition) 

CHARGING DOCUMENT 
seeoa.plalnt, cr1a1Dal 

ooapla1nt, trattic 
.t'iling 
information 
iDdlctMDt 
UJl1t ot oount 

CHILD ABUSE, ABANDONMENT 
see non-ottender au. 

) 
I 



f 

I· 
I 
I 
I 

CHILD BEYOND CONTROL 
se.e status offender case 

CHILD IN NEED OF SUPERVISION (CHINS, CINS) 
see status offender case 

CHILD MARRIAGE 
see other juvenile matter 

CHINS, CINS, PINS, JINS, MINS 
see status offender case 
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I CIVIL CASE A broad classification category for trial court case­
load that includes cases requesting the enforcement or protec­
tion of a right, or the redress or prevention of a wrong. 

Synonym: civil action 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- The other broad trial court case classifications are criminal 

case, traffic case, and juvenile case. 
- Report the case load inventory of civil cases according to 

the subject matter at issue, using the following categories: 
• Tort case 

Auto tort case 
Professional tort case 
Product lia~il1ty tort case 
Other tort case 

• Contract case 
• Real property rights case 
• Small claims case 
• Domestic relations case 

Marriage dissolution case 
Support/custody case 
Adoption case 
Other domestic relations case 

• Mental health case 
• Estate case 

Probate/wills/intestate case 
Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship case 
Other estate case 

• Appeal caae 
Appeal of administrative agency case 
Appeal of trial court case 

• Extraordinary writ case 
• Postconviction remedy case 
• Other civil case 

- The complaint or petition that begins an action is the unit 
being counted in each civil case. (See unit of count.) 
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- In addition to the reporting of rilings, dispositions, and 
pending caDes in caseload inventory, the termination of civ­
il cases should be reported in the appropriate category un­
der civil case manner or disposition. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are alse found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

Annotation: Civil cases are concerned with private rights 
while criminal cases are concerned with public wrongs. 

# CIVIL CASE APPEAL (appellate court) A case filed in a court ha,v­
ing appellate jurisdiction to review the judgment of a trial, 
c~urt or the decision of an intei'Jlediate appellate court in a 
civil case. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Civil case appeal is a subcategory of appeal case in ap­

pellate court caseload. In reporting the caseload inventory 
of civil case appeals, identify the subject matter at issue 
in the ori.ginal case, using the following subcategories: 
• Tort case appeal (see tort case) 
• Contract case appeal (see contract case) 
• Real property rights case appeal (see real property right,s 

case) 
• Small claims case appeal (see small claims case) 
• Domestic relations case appeal (see domestic relations 

case) 
• Mental health case appeal (see mental health ~ase) 
• Estate case appeal (see estate case) 

= Do net include juvenile case appeals in this category (see 
juvenile case appeal). 
Do not include appeals or adainistrative agency cases in 
this category (see appeal or a~nistrat1ve agency case). 

- Do not include req\leats to appeal in this categorY (see re­
quest to appeal). 

- In addition to the reporting of rilings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of civ­
il case appeals should be reported in the appropriate cate­
gory under manner or disposition, appellate court case. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, ma.nner of 
dispOSition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: In many states appeals in all or certain of the 
above case categories are heard in t.rial courts rather than in 
appellate courts. (See appeal or trial court case.) 
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# CIVIL CASE MANNER OF DISPOSITIOI The manner in which a civil case 
pending before a trial court is disposed. 

Court Statistical Usa~: 
- Report total civil case dispositions in caseload inventory: 

beginning pending (cases), filings, disposition8, end pend­
ing (cases). 

- Report the manner of disposition of civil cases in trial 
courts as follows: 
• Jury trial 
• Non-jury trial 
• Uncontested/default 
• Dismissed/withdrawn/settled (before trial) 
• Transferred (before/during trial) 
• Arbitration 
• Other manner of disposition 

- The statistics in the subcat.egories under civil· case manner 
of disposition should indicate a count of cases, not of de­
fendants. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

CLAIMANT 
see plaintiff 

CO-DEFENDANT 
see defendant 

COMPLAINANT 
see plaintiff 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

COMMON LAW A system of jurisprudence that is based upon prin­
ciples of justice derived from old and accepted legal 
customs, usages, precedents, and court judgments recognizing, 
affirming, and enforcing such precedents, rather than upon 
constitutional mandates or legislative enactments. 

Court Statistic~l Usage: 
- Classify cases by the subject matter at issue in the case 

rather than by the kind of remedy sought. 

Annotation: Some states report law cases, but comparable in­
terstate caseload cannot be compiled without knowing the sub­
ject matter of the cases. (See law case.) 

Actions at law (based on common law) and suits in equity 
are now merged in most states and are heard in trial courts. 

Common law is invalid if it conflicts with federal or state 
constitutions or statutes. 
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COMMITMENT, COMMITMENT REVIEW 
see mental health case 

COMPLAINT, CIVIL For statistical reporting purposes~ the initial 
written pleading on the part of the plaintiff in a civil case. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report the type of case initiated by the complaint. 
- A petition or a civil ca.plaint that begins 'an aotion is the 

unit of count for civil cases in most trial cour'ts. 
- Statistical reports should specify how cases arIa being 

counted. (See \lIlit I\,f count.) 

Annotation: The purpose of a civil complaint is 'to inform the 
detendant of the facts and legal grounds upon which the plain­
tiff bases his claim for legal redress and to request the 
oourt to act thereon. 

COMPLAINT, CRIHIIAL For statistical reporting purposes, a formal 
written document submitted to a court by a pros:ecutor, law 
enforcement officer, or other person, alleging ,that a speci­
fied person(s) has committed a specific offense(s), and re­
questing prosecution. (from the Dictionary of Criminal Jus­
tice Data Terminology, second edition) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report the type of case initiated by the complaint. (See 
cr~nal case, juvenile oase.) 

- Count the original charging document filed in criminal cases 
and in juvenile cases of a criminal nature in trial courts. 
The charging document may include multiple defendants. If 
it does, also count the defendants for internal purposes. 
Report both case and defendant dispositions in CBseload 
iDventory. (See prototype on page Ill.) 

- Statistical reports should specify how cases are being 
counted. (See unit of oount.) 

Annotation: A complaint is a typ~ of charging document and 
initiates a criminal case. Most jurisdictions call the charg­
ing document filed in a misdemeanor case or at the first step 
of a felony case a "complaint," and the document filed to 
initiate trial proceedings at the second step of a felony case 
an "information," • ••• In some jurisdictions the document 
filed to bind over a defendant until a grand jury decides 
whether or not to issue an indictment is also called a "com­
plaint." (from the Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data Ter­
minology, second edition) 

For internal purposes,' a record of the date a trial begins 
or a defendant is bound over is important in calculating ase 
ot pending caseload data. 

J 
I. 
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COMPLAINT, TRAFFIC For statistical reporting purposes, a formal 
written document alleging that a specific person has commit­
ted a specific traffic offense, and requesting prosecution. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report the type of case in:i.tiated b: the complaint. (See 

traftic case.) 
- Count the original charging document filed in trag.fi~ cases, 

with the day the court receives the charging document as the 
beginning of ~he case. If there is more than one defendant 
on the charging document, also count the defendants for in­
ternal purposes. Rp.port both case and defendant disposi­
tions in caseload inventory. 

- Statistical reports should specify how cases are being 
counted. (See unit Of count). 

Annotation: A traffic complaint is usually a uniform traff'ic 
citation. 

CONCURRENT JURISDICTION Jurisdiction conferred upon two or more 
courts over the same class of cases or matters. 

CONDEMNATION 
see real property rights case 

CONSERVATOR, CONSERVATORSHIP 
see guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship case 

CONSOLIDATED CASE For statistical reporting purposes, a case in a 
trial court in Which two or more defendants named in separate 
filing documents (char'ging documents in criminal or traffic 
cases; petitions or complaints in civil cases) are tried to­
gether, or where a given defendant is tried on matter's con­
L',ained in two or more filing documents; a case in an appellate 
court where two or more appeals are deciaed together. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
In reporting trial cour·t dispositions in caseload inventory t 
all the cases except the one into which the cases were con­
solidated for trial should be reported as disposed at the 
~time of consolidation and reported under other manner af 
disposition. When that case too has been decided, it should 
be reported as disposed. 

- In x-eport'ing trial court case manner of dispoSition, the 
consolidated case \07ill account for only one trial, but an 
accounting of what happened to the defendants in cr1m1nal or 
traftic'cases will appear in the appropriate subcategories 
under trial (conv:f.ction, acquittal). (See prototype on page 
111. ) 
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- In reporting appellate court dispositions in caseload inven­
tory, all the cases except the one into which the cases were 
consolidated for opinion should be reported as disposed at 
the time of consolidation and reported under other manner ot 
disposition, appellate cases. When that case too has been 
decided, it should be reported as disposed. 

- In reporting appellate court case manner of disposition, the 
consolidated case will account for only one opinion, memo­
randum decision, or order, and the type of decision in the 
consolidated case will appear in the appropriate subcategory 
(att'il'lled, llOdit'ied, reversed, reversed and remanded, re­
manded) • (See prototype on page 111.) 

CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUE 
see ori8inal jurisdiction case 

, CO.TRACT CASE A major classification category for civil cases 
that includes cases involving a dispute over a promissory 
agreement between two or more individuals or organizations. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Contract case is a subcategory of the broad trial court 

classification civil case. See unit ot count for instruc­
tions on counting cases. 

- Contract cases include those arising under the Uniform Com­
mercial Code. 

- For statistical purposes, contract cases involving real 
property rights should be reported under real property 
rights case. 
Breach of contract involving negligence should be reported 
under tort case. 

- The determination of when a contract case should be re­
ported as a real property rights case or as a tort case will 
have to be made according to local law at the time the case 
is filed. 
In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
ponding cases in caseload inventory, the termination of a 
contract case should be reported under the appropriate sub­
category in the civil oaae manner ot disposition scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

, 
Annotation: A cor'ltract is not the basis for a case until a 
dispute over its terms or their fulfillment leads to the ini­
tiation of a civil action in court. 

The term contract is also used for the written document, if 
any, which contains the terms and conditions of the agreement 
and which serves as a legal proof of the agreement •. A con­
tract does not require court approval or action. 
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Contract disputes may involve either (1) promissory agree­
ments between two or more competent adults or organizations 
that create, modify, or terminate a legal relation (contract); 
or (2) recovery of a certain specific sum of money or a sum 
that can readily be reduced to a certainty, as provided by 
common law, where there is only an implied contract to pay it 
(debt), 

CONTRIBUTING TO DELINQUENCY 
see cr1a1.nal case 

CONTRIBUTING TO DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT 
see criminal case 

I CONVICTION A ju~nt of a court, based either on the verdict of 
a jury or the decision of a judicial officer or on the guilty 
plea of the defendant, that the defendant is guilty of the 
offense(s) (or a lesser included offense) of which he has been 
charged. (adapted from the Dictionary of Criminal Justice 
Data Terminology, second edition) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify as a cr1a1nal case manner of disposition (trial 

courts) as a subheading under both jury trial and non-jury 
trial. 

- Classify as a traffic case manner of disposition (trial 
courts) as a subheading under both jury trial and non-jury 
trial. 

- Conviction should indicate a count of defendants. 
- "Adjudication withheld" after trial begins and "sentence 

withheld" after trial begins should be reported as a convic­
tion. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
dispos.i.Uon, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

CORAM NOBIS 
see extraordinary writ case 

CORPORATE TRUSTS 
see other px'Obate case 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

COURT A unit of the judicial branch of government, authorized or 
established by constitution or statute, which has the legal 
authority to decide cases or controver&ies brought before it. 
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Court Statistical Usage: 
- Do not use court as a statistical term for caseload inven­

tory purposes without identifying the particular court in­
volved and its subject matter jurisdiction. 

Annotation: In order to compare caseload, the subject matter 
juriadictlon of the courts being compared must be the same. 

The state courts may be arranged under two main classifica­
tions: 

1. appellate courts 
court(s) of last resort 
intermediate appellate court(s) 

2. trial courts 
court(s) of general jurisdiction 
oourt(s) ot l1JD1ted or special jurisdiction 

Because the names of the courts at the various levels vary 
widely from state to state, caseload compilation is simpli­
fied when the subject matter jurisdiction of each court is 
identified. 

COURT CASE For reporting purposes, a statistical construct of 
court activity that is used to monitor court operations and 
aid in management decisions. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Do not use court case as a statistical term in reporting 

caseload. cases should be identified according to the sub­
ject matter at issue in the case. (See appellate court 
case and trial court case). 

Annotation: The construct of a court case is the complete se­
Quence of events or court proceedings between the initial 
tiling of a case and its disposition. 

In compiling caseload statistics for comparison purposes, it 
is essential to know what constitutes a case in each jurisdic­
tion and what unit ot count is being used. If the point of 
ccunting or the units of count differ from state to state, 
caseload cannot be compared. (See unit of count.) 

COURT CASEFLOW The process by which cases move through the court 
from filing until court jurisdiction is terminated. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Do not use as a synonym for court caseload or workload. 
- Although this dictionary has not yet addressed any scheme 

for reporting court caseflow, each state will need to plan 
an appropriate format for reporting the steps in case proc­
essing that are significant for court management purposes. 

I 

I 
i 

,.-I 
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# COURTCASELOAD The total number of cases that a court reports in 
any reporting period, arranged as efficiently as possible for 
management purposes. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- In each reporting period, report complete statistics for 

each case category to display caselo~d inventory: beginning 
pending (cases), filings, dispoSitions, end pending (cases). 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

- Case-related matters such as hearings and motions should 
not be counted as caaeload statistics, but rather as steps 
in O&seflow. 

Annotation: Case10ad is not a synonym for workload, which in­
cludes all other matters in a.ddition to caseload that'must be 
attended to by the court. 

# COURT CASELOADINVEHTORY For statistical reporting purposes, four 
uniform oaseload counts that should be reported for each re­
porting period: beginning pending (cases), filings, disposi­
tions, end pending (cases). 

Court Statistical Usage: 
Report complete statistics in each case category to display 
caseload inventory. 

- See ~t of count for instructions on counting cases. 
- Do not confuse case10ad inventory and casef10w. Caseload 

inventory is a statistical count of cases being processed by 
the court, whereas case flow per'tains to the actual steps in 
the case processing. 

- A count of detendants in criminal cases, traffic cases, and 
juvenile cases should also be kept for internal purposes. 
The number of defendant dispositions should be re~orted in 
case load inventory. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

COURT, INTERMEDIAT~ APPELLATE 
. see inte~ed1ate appellate court 

COURT OF GENERAL JURISDICTION A trial court that has original 
jurisdiction over all subject matter or persons within its 
geographical limits except those that may be assigned by law 
to a special or limited jurisdiction court. (See trial court, 
oourt of lillited or special jurisdiction.) 
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Synonym: major trial court. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Identify the subjeoi-.. tter jurisdiotion of each court. 

Annotation: General jurisdiction courts are oourts of record. 
In the criminal area, general jurisdiction courts have fll3lony 
jurisdiction and the authority to impose maximum sentence or 
fine. In the civil area, they have unlimi'i:;ed" jurisdiction in 
equity and at law, except over those matters specifically 
aSSigned to a limited or special jurisdiction court. 

Subject matter jurisdiction of courts of general juris- _, 
diction varies from state to state. In some states the trial 
courts are unified and hear all matters. In others the gen­
eral jurisdiction courts that try criminal cases are com­
pletely separate from those that hear civil actions. Some 
states have classified as general jurisdiction courts those 
that try only a special class(es) of cases (such as chancery 
and probate in Arkansas or the tax court in Oregon). 
!~ny states give the general jurisdiction courts the author­

ity to hear appeals of a4a1nistrative agenoy oaseB and of 
trial oourt oaaes. These courts have inoidental appellate 
jurisdiotion. 

COURT OF LAST RESORT An appellate oourt that has final juris­
diotion over appeals within a state. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Identify the subject matter jurisdiotion of each court. 
- Specify the name of the court of last resort. 

Annotation: Court names vary from state to state and do not 
always clearly indicate by themselves which is the highest 
court. (In New York, for example, the supreme court is the 
general jurisdiction court, while the court of last resort is 
called the court of appeals, a name used in many other states 
for an intermediate appellate court.) 

There is a single court of la,st resort in every state except 
Oklahoma and Texas, which have separate courts for civil and 
ort.inal appeals. 

In a state that. has an intermediate appellate court, the 
highest cour~ serves primarily to develop law and supervise 
the judiciary, the latter sometimes referred to as superin­
tending control. 

There is no further review within the state's judicial sys­
tem beyond the court of last resort of a trial court judgment, 
an a~trative asenoy decision, or an intermediate appel­
lateoourt decision, although an issue of law may exist that 
permits a further review by a federal court. 
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COURT OF LlMITEDOB SPECIAL JURISDICTIOH A trial court that has 
legal jUrisdiction over only the specific subject matter or 
persons assigned by law or statute to that court. (See trial 
court.) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Identify the subject matter jurisdiction of each court. 

Annotation: Many states have courts with special original 
jurisdictiqn over one type of case--probate or small claims or 
traffic or juvenile cases. 

Limited jurisdiction courts may have a wide range of juris­
diction, but be limited in dollar amount handled or severity 
of penalty levied: Civil jurisdiction may be limited, for 
example, to civil cases with a maximum dollar amount in con­
troversy; criminal jurisdiction may be limited by amount of 
fine or sentence imposed. As a result, criminal jurisdiction 
is generally limited to petty offenses and misdemeanors, and 
the holding of preliminary hearings for felony cases. 

Courts of general jurisdiction may exercise jurisdiction 
concurrently with courts of limited jurisdiction, depending on 
the state constitution or statutes. (See concurrent jurisdic­
tion.) 

COURT OF RECORD A court in which a complete and permanent record 
of all or specified types of proceedings is kept. (adapted 
from the Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data Terminology, sec­
ond edition) 

Annotation: Trial proceedings are generally recorded verbatim. 
The reco~d, usually in the form of either a stenotype or 
shorthand representation of what has been said and done, or 
an audio-tape, is not necessarily transcribed. The court re­
porter may store such material in the original form and it 
will not be converted into a typed transcript unless the re­
cord pertaining to a case is requested. (adapted from the 
Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data Terminology, second edi­
tion) 

COURT TRIAL 
see non-jury trial 

COURT WORKLOAD 
see workload, court 

I CRIMIRAL CASE A broad classification category for trial court 
caseload that includes cases in which a defendant(s) is 
charged with the violation of a state law(s} or a local ordi­
nance(s) other than a traffic law or ordinance. 
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Synonym: criminalaction 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- The other broad trial court case classifications are civil 

cue, trattic cue, and juven1l~ case. 
- Report caaeload inventory for criminal cases according to 

the subject matter at issue, as follows: 
• Felony cue 
• Miad.aanor case 
• Prel1ll1nary hearing (l1ll1ted jurisdiction court only) 
• Ordinance (non-trattic) violation case 
• Appeal case . 

Appeal of trial court case 
• Extraordinary writ case 
• PostcoDV1ct1on reaec:ly case 
• Sentence renew only case 
• Other crt.1nal case 

- Count each original charging document filed (complaint, in­
formation, or indict.ent) as one criminal case (see unit of 
count). If the charging document contains multiple defend­
ants, then also count the defendants for internal purposes. 
Report both case and defendant dispositions in caseload in­
ventory. (See the prototype on page Ill.) 

- Count multiple charges against one defendant as one case. 
- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispOSitions, and 

pending cases in caseload inventory, the number and type of 
trials and the disposition of the defendants should be re­
ported in the appropriate category under criminal case man­
ner of disposition. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category claSSifications, manner of 
dispOSition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 

Annotation: Criminal cases are concerned with public wrongs, 
while civil cases are concerned with private rights. 

Included in criminal cases will be such actions as criminal 
nonsupport, contributing to delinquency, and contributing to 
dependency and neglect. State statutes will determine the 
subcategory of criminal case in which to classify them. 

, CRIMINAL CASE APPElL (appellate court) A case filed in a court 
having appellate jurisdiction to review the judgment of a 
trial court or the decision of an intermediate appellate court 
in a crt.inal case. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Criminal case appeal is a subcategory of appeal case in ap­

pellate court caseload inventory. In criminal case appeals 
identify the subject matter at issue in the original case, 
using the following subcategories: 
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• Felony case appeal (see telony oase) 
• Misdemeanor case appeal (see misdeD88DOr case) 
• Ordinance violation case appeal (see ordinance violation 

oase) 
• Traffic case appeal (see trattic 'case) 
• Other criminal case appeal (see other ort.1nal case) 

- Do not include postoODYiotion ra.edy ~ase8 under criminal 
case appeal (see postooDYictlon ra.edy oase). 

- Do not include JUYeD1le case appeals in this category (see 
juvenile case appeal). 

- Do not include appeal ot a trial court case (heard in a 
trial court) in this category (see appeal of a trial 'court 
oase) • 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
peDding 0888S in oaaeload iDVentory, the termination of 
crt.1nal oase appeals should be reported under the appropri­
ate category in the appellate oourt oase marmer of disposi­
tion classification scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications f 

disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

, CRIMIBlL CASE HIllER or DISPOSITIO. The manner in which a cri~ 
inal oase peDding before a trial court is disposed. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report total criminal case dispositions in case load inven­

tory: beg1nn1ng peDdll'18 (cases), tilin,gs, dispositions, end 
peDding (cases). 

- Report the zanner of disposition of criminal cases in trial 
courts and the outcome for the defendants as follows: 
• Jury trial 

Conviction 
Guilty Plea 

Acquittal 
Diamssed 

• Non-jury trial 
Conviction 

Guilty Plea 
Acquittal 

Diamssed 
• Di8R1aaed/nolle prosequi (before trial) 
• Bcnmdover 
• Transferred (before/during trial) 
• Guilty plea (before trial) 
• Bail forteiture 
• Other .aDDer of disposition 

- The statistics in the subcategories under criminal oase man­
ner of d1apoaitiOD should indicate the number and type of 
tr1ala and the disposition of the defendants. (See proto­
type on page 111). 
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- "Adjudication withheld" after trial begins or "sentence 
withheld" after trial begins should be reported as a, CQnrtc~ 
t1on. 

- Diversion after trial begins should be counted as a trial, 
and the number of defendants indicated. 

- Guilty pleas before trial begins should be reported separ­
ately from guilty pleas after trial begins, where they 
should be reported as a subcategory under conviction. 

- D1a.1ssal after trial begins should be reported as a sub­
category under acquittal. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

CRIMINAL NON-SUPPORT 
see cr1a1nal case 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

, CRIMINAL-TIPE OFFDDER CASE A juvenile case category that in­
cludes behavior of a juvenile that would be a crime if commit­
ted by an adult. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
Crt.1nal-type offender case is a subcategory of the broad 
trial court classification juvenile case. 

- Report the caseload inventory of juvenile cases according to 
the following subcategories: 
• Crt.1DRl-type offender case 
• Status offender case 
• Non-01''feucler case 
• Other juvenile matters 

- See unit of count for instructions on counting cases. 
- Classify any delinquent behavior subject to court hearing as 

a criminal-type offender case. . 
- Include as criminal-type offender cases those pretrial hear­

ings requesting waiver or transfer of a juvenile to an adult 
criminal court, and report "certified to an adult court" as 
the disposition, if granted. 

- Report posttrial hearings in criminal-type offender cases as 
new cases, by case subcategory. Examples are hearings on 
petitions for probation revocation and commitment, review of 
status, modification or revocation of original commitment, 
transfer to a more restrictive correctional institution, and 
so forth. (See reopened/case.) . 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page Ill. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 
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Annotation: This case catetory is adopted from the classifi­
cations for juvenile cases used by the Office of Juvenile Jus­
tice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) of the Department of 
Justice. 

CUSTODY 
see support/custody case 

DEBT 
see contract case 

DECEDENT'S ESTATE 
see probate/wills/intestate case 

DEFAULT 
see uncontested/default 

# DBFBKDAIT A person required to answer an accusation in a crt.1nal 
case or traffic case, or a complaint in a civil case. 

Synonym: respondent 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- In crt.1nal cases and in traffic cases a count for internal 

purposes at both time of filing and'time of disposition of 
both charging documents and defendants should be kept. The 
filing and disposition of the charging do~uments should be 
reported in caseload inventory; the number of defendants 
disposed in caseload invantory; the disposition of the de­
defendants under manner of disposition. 

- If a defendant is tried on multiple charging documents in a 
single trial, the manner of disposition that should be re­
ported would be the most serious manner of disposition 
(i.e., conviction or guilty plea). 

- If a defendant is tried on different charges in separate 
trials, a defendant manner of disposition snould be reported 
for each trial. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category, classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 

Annotation: For statistical purposes, a person becomes a de­
fendant in a criminal case when the formal accusat.ion is en­
tered into the record of the co~rt and remains a defendant un­
til the prosecutor withdraws the prosecution, or the court 
dia.issea the case or otherwise determines that jU~Dt will 
not be pronounced, or until the court pronounces judgment 
(acquittal or conviction). 
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A co-defendant is one of two or more persons nameQ. in a 
single charging document or tried in the same trial proceed­
ing. 

In civil proceedings, the defendant is the person against 
whom relief or recovery is sought in a civil action or suit, 
the one who defends against or denies a complaint or charge. 
(from the Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data Terminology, 
second edition) 

DELINQUENCY 
see crt.1Dal-tJPe offender case 

DENIED 
see granted/denied 

DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT 
see non-otteDdercaae 

DIRECTED VERDICT TRIAL 
see jury trial 

# DISCIPLINARY MATTER A subcategory of or1g1Dal proceeding case 
that includes ca;ses involving the supervisory jurisdiction of 
an appellate court over any conduct of judges or attorneys 
that affects the performance of their official or professional 
duties. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify in appellate court .caaeload inventory as a subcate­

gory under ori lina1 proceedins case, as follows: 
• Original juriad1ctioD cue 
• Disciplinary .atter 
• Advisory opinion case 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caaeload 1DYent~ry, the termination of dis­
ciplinary aattars should be reported under the appropriate 
category in the appellate court case manner ot disposition 
classificaton scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: Supervisory jurisdiction varies from state to 
state, and is conferred on the appellate court by constitu­
tion, statute, or case law (inherent power). 

Disciplinary matters arise generally from alleged violations 
of the judicial code of conduct or of the bar's code of eth­
ics" They typically involve an action to censure or remove a 
judge, or to disbar an attdrney. 
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see a~n1strative asency 

DISCRETIONARY JURISDICTION 
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see mandatory jurisdiction/discretionary jurisdiction 

DISCRETIONARY REVIEW 
see appeal of right/discretionary review 

# DISMISSED A category for reporting a manner of disposition that 
terminates the jurisdiction of an appellate court or of a 
trial court before a judgment is reached. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Dismissals in appellate court cases should be classified as 

disa1ssed/withdrawn/settled. 
- In trial courts, dismissals that occur before trial begins 

should be reported separately from those that occur during 
trial. 

- Dismissals before trial in civil cases should be classified 
as d1S11is8ed/withdrawn/set~led. 
Dismissals before trial in criminal cases and in traffic 
cases should be classified as dismissed/nolle prosequi, 
which should indicate a count of defendants. 

- Dismissal during trial in criminal cases should be reported 
as a subcategory under acquittals, and should indicate a 
count of defendants. Traffic case dismissals during trial 
can be reported in the same way. 

- In preliminary hearings the manner of dispOSition of cases 
in which no probable cause is found should be reported as 
dismissed/nolle prosequi. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
dispOSition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: Reasons for dismissal may include lack of juris­
diction, procedural irregularities, etc. 

Dismissals may be with or without prejudice, the latter per­
mittingthe plaint!ff to file another action arising out of 
the same subject matter. 

# DISMISSED/NOLLE PROSEQUI For statistical reporting purposes, a 
category for reporting the manner of disposition of a criminal 
case or a traffic case in which the jurisdiction of the court 
is terminated before tria1, or in which the prosecutor de­
clares that he will not proceed with the case. 
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Court Statistical Usa5!: 
- Classify as a trial court caee .aDDer ot disposition im 

art.1nal oases and in traftic oaaes. 
- Disa1ased/nolle prosequi should indicate a count of detend­

ants. 
- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 

disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

I DISMISSEDIWITHDRAWH/SE'l'TLED For statistical re[otorting purposes, a 
category for reporting the manner ot disposition of any case 
in any appellate court or of a' o1vilcaae in a trial court, in 
which the juriadiotion of the court is terminated before deci­
sion or trial, or which is removed from the court by the 
plaintitt before a decision or ju~nt is reached, or which 
is settled by the parties involved before a decision or judg­
~ent is reached. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify as an appellate oourt oue lIIIUlIlerot disposition. 
- Classify as a trial court case manner of disposition in oivil 

oases. 
- Disa1ssed/withdravn/settled should indicate a case count. 
- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 

disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

DISPOSED 
see disposition 

# DISPOSITIOK For statistical reporting purposes, the termination 
of a case pending before a court. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report dispositions as part of caseload inventory: begin­

ning peneling (cases), .filings, dispositions, end peneling 
(cases). 

- Report the termination of each case as indicated under man­
ner of disposition. 

- The total dispositions figure in each case category in case­
load inYentory should be an aggregate count of the total 
number of cases in that category disposed by the court dur­
ing the reporting period. The statistics in the .annerot 
disposition classification scheme provide, in addition, an 
accounting of what happened to the defendants involved in 
orillinal oases and traffio caees. Under or1m.nal case an­
nerof disposition, for example, jury trial and non-jury 
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trial will indicat,e how many cases were disposed by trial, 
but conYiction and acquittal will indicate what happened to 
the defendant(s). The same is true of dismissed/nolle pro­
sequi, bound oyer, tranaf.erred, guilty plea, bail forfei­
ture; these statistics will indicate what happened to the 
defendant(s) rather than a case count. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

DIVERSION 
see criminal case maDDer of disposition 

6ther manner of disposition, criminal cases 

DIVORCE 
see marriage dissolution case 

, DOMESTIC RELlTIOHS CASE A major cllassification category for civ­
il cases that includes cases involving family actions such as 
divorce, separation, annulment, custody, paternity, adoption, 
support, reciprocal support, and termination of parental 
rights. 

Synonym: domestic and family (SJIS data element), familyac­
tion. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
Doaestic relations case is a subcategory of the broad trial 
court classification civil case. See unit of count for in­
structions on counting cases. 

- Classify the caseload illYentory of domestic relations cases 
using the following subcategories: 
• Marriage dissolution case 
• SUpport/custody case 
• Adoption case 
• Other da.eat1c relations case 

- Even though in some states juvenile cases are handled in the 
same court as domestic relations cases, juvenile cases 
should be reported separately (see juvenile case and non-
of render case). Child support and custody cases are part of 
domestic relations caseload in nationwide statistics. Clas­
sify them separately from juvenile cases. 

~ In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caaeload inv6ntory, the termination of 
daBestic relations cases should be reported under the 
appropriate oategory in the civil case manner of disposition 
classification sc~eme. 
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- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE 
see DWI/DUI case 

DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED 
see DWI/DUI case 

DRUGS 
see felony 

lI1ade.eanor 
DwI /DUl ease 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

, DWI/DUI CASE A subcategory of traffic cases that involves a 
charge of' driving while intoxicated or driving under the in­
fluence (of either alcohol or drugs). 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify the caseload inventory of traffic violations as 

follows: 
• DWI/DUI case 
• Other traffic violation case 
• Parking violation case 
The first two categories generally come into a trial court 
on a ca.plaint or information. 

- See unit of count for instructions on counting cases. 
- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 

pending oases in oaaeload inventory, the termination of 
DWI/DUI cases should be reported under the appropriate 
category in the traffic case manner of disposition scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

EMINENT DOMAIN 
see real property rights case 

, EID PENDING (cases) For statistical reporting purposes~ the num­
ber of caees awaiting disposition in a particular court at the 
end of a reporting period. 
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Court statistical Usage: 
- Report oaseload inventory statistics in each case catetory 

for a reporting period as beginning pending (dases), fil­
ings, dispositions, end pending (cases). (See oourt oase­
load inventory.) 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for qisplaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
see a~n1strat1ye aaency 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

EQUITY A system of civil justice, distinct from the system based 
on OaaDOn law, which provides discretionary remedies for 
wrongs not redressable under the legal strictures of oammon 
law. 

Synonym: chancery 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report eases by the subject matter at issue rather than by 

the kind of remedy sought. 

Anno~~tion: See equity case. 
Some states r'epor't equity and chancery cases. Other states 

report injunctions, which are a remedy in a suit in equity. 
(See injunction.) 

EQUITY CASE A category of civil oo~rt cases in which civil wrongs 
are redressed by applying the rules of equity as distinguished 
from cases decided according to oa..on law. 

Synonym: equitable action, suit in equity 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report cases by the subject matter at issue; do not report 

the type of remedy sought. 

Annotation: Some states have separate equity and law divi­
sions in their trial oourts. Some states report equity oas8s, 
law cases, injunctions, and the like, but comparable inter­
state caa.eload cannot be compiled without knowing the subject 
matter of the cases. 

ERROR, WRIT OF 
see request to appeal case 

writ 
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, ESTATE CASE A major classification category for civil cases that 
includes cases dealing primarily with the following civil 
matters: 

Administration of estates of deceased persons who died tes­
tate or intestate, including settling legal disputes con­
cerning wills. 

Guardianships and conservatorships. 
Administration of trusts. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Estate case is a subcategory of the broad trial court 

classification civil case. See unit ot count for instruc­
tions on counting cases. 

- Classify the caseload inventory of estate cases under the 
following subcategories: 
• Probate/wills/intestate case 
• Guardianab1p/conservatorship/trusteeship case 
• Other estate case 

- Guardianships, conservatorships, and trusteeships should be 
reported separately in age of 'pending caseload data because 
they run for periods of years that would skew age of pend­
ing caseload data. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of 
estate cases should be reported under the appropriate cate­
gory in the civil case manner ot disposition scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these pr'ototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 

Annotation: Legal disputes over wills can involve either the 
determination of the legality of the will itself or disputes 
over the provisions of the will. 

Estate cases in some states are handled in separate special 
jurisdiction courts (usually called probate court, but some­
times called surrogates court); other states have separate 
divisions in their trial 'courts to hear estate cases; in oth­
ers, estate cases are heard as part of the general jurisdic­
tion court caseload or the limited jurisdiction court case­
load. 

Some probate courts handle adoption cases, but these should 
be reported separately in order to include them with domestic 
relations cases in nationwide caseload inventory. 

Probate of wills is not reported in some states as a court 
case, but rather as a ministerial action. The distinction 
should be made in caseloadinventory between informal proceed­
ings ("those oonducted without notice to interested persons by 
an officer of the court acting as a registrar for the probate 
of a will or appointment of a personal representative," Uni-
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form Probate Code) and formal proceedings ("those conducted 
before a judge with notice to interested parties," Uniform 
Probate Code). Some states do not report informal proceedings 
as cases. 

Statistics should also indicate contested court hearings as 
opposed to uncontested probate actions. These will appear 
under lIIIIlDer of disposition as default (uncontested) or trial 
(contested). 

EXECUTORS OF ESTATES 
see probate/wills/intestate oase' 

EXTRADITION 
see other ort.1nal case 

EXTRAORDINARY REMEDY/RELIEF 
see extraordinary writ oase 

ori8inal jurisdiotion oase 

EXTRAORDINARY WRIT (appellate court) 
seeori8inal jurisdiotion oase 

, BITRAORDIHARY WRIT CASE (trial court) A major classification cat­
~gory for oases (either civil or criminal) involving anyone 
of a group of prerogative writs requested by a party, which if 
granted, provides an extraord~nary remedy to the petitioner. 

Synonym: prerogative writ' case 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Extraordinary writ oase is a subcategory of the broad trial 

oourt classifications civil case and crillinal case. Indi­
cate whether the case is civil or criminal. 

- The extraordinary writs issued by trial courts that should 
be included in this classification are habeas corpus, man­
damus, quo warranto, coram nobis, and prohibition. Report 
the extraordinary writs as filed cases only when they are 
the subject of the original case. Other aot~ons in which 
the writ is only one proceeding in the case should be class­
ified according to the subject matter of the case. An in­
junotion, which is a writ, should not be counted separately 
from the case in which it is granted unless it is the sub­
ject of the case. 

- Writ of certiorari and writ of error should be classified 
as requests to appeal. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions» and 
pending oases in oaseload inventory, the termination of ex­
traordinary writ cases at the trial court level should be 
reported under other manner ot disposition. 
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- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: Some states have merged the extraordinary writs 
into a single catch-all category; e.g., in New York they are 
called simply Article 78 cases. 

FAMILY ACTIONS 
see da.eatic relations case 

, FBLORY CASE A major crtainal case category that involves an of­
fense punishable by death, or by incarceration in a confine­
ment facility for a period of which the lower limit is pre­
scribed by statute in a given jurisdiction, typically one year 
or more. (from the Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data Termi­
nology, first edition) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Felony case is a subcategory of the broad trial court clas­

sification cr1ll1nal O8se. 
- Court each original charging document filed as one criminal 

case. If the charging document contains multiple defen­
dants, then also count the defendants for internal. purposes. 
Report both case and defendant dispositions in caseload in­
ventory. 

- Report the caaeload inventory of felonies and misdemeanors 
separately, and define the limits of punishment as set by 
constitution or statute. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caaeload inventory, termination of felony 
cases should be reported under the appropriate category in 
the crtainal case manner ot disposition classification 
scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

- Report felony preliminary hearings separately if they are 
held in a court other than that which will try the felony 
case. See prelt.1Dary hearing (limited jurisdiction court 
only). 

Annotation: COurts ot general Jurisdiction have jurisdiction 
to try all criminal offenses, not only felonies. It is their 
unlimited felony trial jurisdiction, however, which sets them 
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apart from courts of limited jurisdiction. There are states 
in which courts of limited jurisdiction have no felony juris­
diction. In those states where they do have felony trial 
jurisdiction, it is restricted. In a few states, they have 
jurisdiction over those felonies where the penalty prescribed 
falls below a certain statutorily specified limit. 1n these 
cases, the courts of general jurisdiction maintain concurrent 
jurisdiction over those felonies which the courts of limited 
jurisdiction are also empowered to try., (adapted from the 
Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data Terminology, first edi­
tion) 

FELONY PRELIMINARY HEARING 
see prel1a1nary hearing 

felony 

FILED 
see fi11ng 

'FILIIG For statistical reporting purposes, the beginning of a 
court case by formal submission of a document to the court 
alleging the facts and requesting relief. (See 'unit of 
count. ) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report caaeload inventory statistics in each category for a 

reporting period as beginning pending (cases), filinge, dis­
positions, end pending (cases). 

- Count filings as indicated under unit ot count in order to 
establish court caseload. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are alsa found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

Annotation: For statistical reporting purposes, filing per­
tains solely to the commencement of a court case. (Other doc­
uments, such as motions, etc., can be filed in the court at 
other points in the proceedings, but are not counted by courts 
as "filings" for caseload inventory purposes.) 

The document (ca.plaint, petition, indict.ent, into~tion, 
notice of appeal) that is filed should be specified in order 
to establish the unit of count for internal and nationwide 
statistics. Caseload statistics that do not count the same 
units are not comparable. 

The point at which a case is considered to be filed, if it 
differs from the recommendations under unit of count, should 
also be specified in order to permit comparable caaeload and 
tt.e interval data. 
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FILING DOCUMENT 
see complaint, civil 

cOilplaint, crillinal 
complaint, traffic 
filing 
indictaent 
information 
notice of appeal 
petition 
unit or count 

FORECLOSURE 
see real property rights case 

FUGITIVE 
see other manner of disposition, criminal cases 

FULL OPINION 
see opinion 

GARNISHMENT A statutory proceeding whereby a person's property, 
money, or credits in possession or under control of, or owing 
by, another are applied to the payment of the former's debt to 
a third person. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Garnishment is a supplementary or post-judgment remedy in 

cases when money is owed, such as contracts, torts, domes­
tic relations, s.all claims, etc. Report those cases ac­
cording to the subject matter at issue in the case. Do not 
count garnishment or other supplementary proceedings as 
separate cases because no new issue of merit is involved in 
such proceedings. 

GENERAL JURISDICTION COURT 
see court of general jurisdiction 

GIFTS TO MINORS 
see other estate case 

11 GRAMTED/DDIED For stati::ltical reporting pu~poses, the decision 
of a court to accept or reject a petition made to the court. 

Court Statistical Usagt~: 
- Classify under mannel' of disposition in appellate courts. 
- In appellate courts report whether request to appeal peti-

tions were granted or denied. Report a new filing under ap­
peals for those requests that were granted. 
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- In appellate courts report whether petitions requesting 
postconviction reMCiy were granted or denied. Report a new 
filing under appeals for those requests that were granted. 

- In appellate courts report whether petitions requesting 
extraordinary relief (or1ginal jurisdiction cases) were 
granted ordem.ed. 

- Report whether requests for advisory opinions were granted 
or denied. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

, GUARDIlNSHIP/COBSERV1TORSHIP/TRUSTEESHIP CASE A subcategory of 
estate case that includes cases involving the establishment 
of or a controversy over 

guard1aDabip--the relation existing between a person (guard­
ian) lawfully invested with the pOl-Ter and charged with the 
duty of taking care of the rights of another person (ward) 
who is considered by the court as incapable of caring for 
himself/herself; 
conservatorship--the relation existing between a person 
(conservator) lawfully invested with the power and charged 
with the duty of taking care of the property of another pe~­
son who is considered by the court as incapable of managing 
his own affairs; or cases involving a controversy over a 
trusteesb1p--the legal possession of real or personal prop­
erty held by one person for the benefit of another. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify in trial court case load inventory as a subheading 

under estate case, as follows: 
• Probate/Wills/intestate case 
• Guard1anabip/c~D8ervatursbip/trusteeship case 
• Other estate case 

- Cases involving guardianship, conservatorship, or trustee­
ship continue under the jurisdiction of the court over a 
period of years, and should be reported as a separate sub­
category of estate cases in end pending and age ot pending 
caaeload statistics. 

- In some states guardianships may be reported as part of ju­
venile caaeload because they involve juveniles. Report 
them separately as guardianship cases so they can be includ­
ed with estate cases in nationwide case load statistics. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caaeload inventory, the termination of 
guard1ansh1p/conservatorabip/truateeship cases should be re­
ported under the appropriate category in the civil case man­
nerot disposition scheme. 
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- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: Some states include the management of property 
(conservatorship) as part of guardianship. This will not af­
fect case count if the estate classification is maintained. 

A trusteeship is not a court case unless .a civil action is 
initiated in court relating to the establishment of the trust 
relationship. 

GUILTY PLEA BY WAIVER 
see bail forfeiture 

, GUILTY PLEA A disposition classification for those oases in which 
the de1'endant admits having comm:itted an offense with which he 
is charged, or a lesser included offense. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify as a trial oourt manner of disPosition in or1ll1nal 

cases and in traffio oases if the guilty plea occurs before 
trial begins. After trial begins, a guilty plea should be 
classified as a subcategory under conviotion. 

- Guilty pleas should indicate a count of defendants. 
- Include pleas to a lesser included offense, less than all 

charges, substituted charge, etc. 
- Include nolo contendere and non vult contendere cases under 

guilty plea. 
- Do not include in this category those guilty pleas by waiver 

that can be classified as bail forfeiture. 
- Voluntary payment of fine in all traffio oases except park­

ing violation oases should be included under guilty pleas. 
See pages 5-1~ for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. ' 

Annotation: Nolo contendere is not an admission of guilt, but 
exposes the defendant to the same punishment as if convicted 
by the court. 

In some jurisdictions the defendant must appear before a 
judge to plead guilty. This should not be counted as a trial 
because no evidence is introduced. 

HABEAS CORPUS, WRIT OF 
see extraordinary writ aase 

original jurisdiction case 
postconviction reaedy case 
writ 
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INACTIVE STATUS 
see other ..aner ot disposition, civil and criminal 

IHCIDIITAL APP!LLlTl JURISDICTION The authority given in many 
states to trial courts to review the ju~nts of trial courts 
or of a~atrative asenoies. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Distingui~h between an appellate court and a trial court 

having incidental appellate jurisdlction. Trial courts in 
many states have the authority to review the judgments of 
trial courts or of administrative agencies, including com­
pletely rehearing an already decided case (see trial de 
novo). Therefore, these courts are said to haT/e incidental 
appellate jurisdiction. They report a case category called 
appeals. They are not, however, called appellate courts. 
(See appellate court.) 

INCOMPETENCY 
see mental bealtb case 

INCORRIGIBLE CHILD 
see status ottender case 

IIDICTMBNT A formal written accusation submitted to a court by a 
grand jury, alleging that a specified person(s) has committed 
a specified offense(s), usually a felony. (from the Diction­
ary of Criminal Justice Data Terminology, second edition) 

.Court Statistical Usage: 
- Statistical reports should specify how cases are being 

counted (see unit ot oount). 
~ Count the original charging document in criminal cases in 

trial courts. The charging document may include multiple 
deteadaDts. If it does, also count the defendants for in­
ternal purposes. Report both case and defendant disposi­
tions in caaeload inventory. 

Annotation: An indictment is a type of charging document and 
initiates the trial stage of a felony case after grand jury 
consideration. The usual procedure is for a prosecutor to 
present allegations and evidence to a grand jury • • • and for 
the grand jury, if it agrees that there is sufficient evidence 
to sustain an accusation(s), to "return an indictment." The 
indictment delivered to the court states the facts about the 
alleged crime as found by the grand jury and cites the penal 
code sections believed to have been violated. 

In some jurisdictions all felony cases must be tried t.hrough 
indictment by a grand jury, but in others felony trials will 
ordinarily be initiated by the filing of an lnformatlonby a 
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prosecutor. (from the Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data 
Terminology, second edition) 

For internal purposes, a record of the date the grand jury 
presents an indictment is ill1portant in calculating age ot 
peDd1Da cueload data. 

IIPORMlTIOR A formal written accusation made and submitted to a 
oourt by a prosecutor, alleging that a specified person(s) has 
committed a specified offense(s). (from the Dictionary of 
Criminal Justice Data ,Terminology, second edition) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Statistical reports should specify how cases are being 

count.ed (see unit ot count). 
- Count the original charging document in criminal oases and 

juvenile caaes in trial courts. The charging document may 
include multiple defendants. If it does, also count the de­
fendants for internal purposes. Report both case and de­
fendant dispositions in caseload inventory. If a non-telony 
traffic offense is charged on an information, count a traf­
tic case for each charging document. If both criminal and 
traffic charges appear on the same charging document, the 
case should be classified according to the most serious 
charge. (Traffic cases regarded as felonies should be re­
ported as criminal cases.) 

~~~tation: An information is a type of charging document and 
i,idtiates a criminal case. This term is usually the name for 
th~ accusation filed by the prosecutor to initiate the trial 
stage of a felony case •••• 

In some jurisdictions the prosecutor does not formally ini­
tiate felony trials; all felony cases reach the trial court by 
way of grand jury iDdict.ent. (from the Dictionary of Crim­
inal Justice pata Terminology, second edition) 

I1FRlCTIOK In some states, a category created by st~tl.lte for an 
offense other than a telony or misdemeanor, punishable by a 
fine or other penalty, but not by incarceration. (adapted 
from the Dicti~y of Criminal Justice Data Terminolog~, 
second edition) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Most infractions are traftic cases. Classify these under 

other traftic violations. The other infractions will prob­
ably be ord1naDce violatiOns, and should be so classified. 

Annotation: This term is • • • a name for the type of of­
fense, often a traffic violation, which is not punishable by 
incarceration, and is sometimes disposed by administrative 
hearing. Some state codes define a specific, named class of 
offenses not punishable'by incarceration; others do not. 
(adapted from the Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data Termi­
nology, second edition) 
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INHERITANCE 
see probate/Wills/intestate estate oaae 

INJUHCTIOII A writ issued by a court that commands, instructs, or 
requir'es a part7 to perform or to abstain and desist from per­
forming, some act. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Cases should be classified by the subj~ct matter at issue, 

whenever possible. When a petition for an injunction is the 
sole subject of a case, classify it as an extraordinary writ 
case. When a petition for an injunction is only one step in 
the proceedings of a case, do not count the petition as a 
separate case. 

Annotation: A party petitions a court and requests that it 
award an injunction when it appears that the remedy provided 
by the law (damages) is not adequate or may come too late to 
provide relief. 

Injunctions are preliminary, provisional, or interlocutory 
if they are granted on the tiling of a complaint or while the 
suit is pending, to restrain the part7 enjoined from doing or 
continuing to do the acts complained of, until final hearing 
or the further order of the court. They are final, perpetual, 
or permanent, if they are awarded after full hearing on the 
merits, and as a final determination of the rights of the 
parties. 

II'l'ERLOCUTORY APPEAL A request, made at some 'point before judg­
.ent in trial court proceedings, that a court having appellate 
jurisdiction review a decision of the trial court before final 
judgment is reached. (adapted from the Dictionary of Criminal 
JusUce,Data Terminology, second edition) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- In states that permit interlocutory appeals, classify as a 

request to appeal or an appeal according to the subject mat­
ter at issue in the case. (See appeal case.) 

Annotation: Unlike appeals following completion of trial 
court proceedings, interlocutory app~als do not challenge the 
trial court's decision in the case as a whole, but only the 
correctness of some particular prejudgment decision. (from 
the Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data Terminology, second 
edition) 

Some states permit interlocutory appeals, others do not. 

! 



58 Entries 

INTERMEDIATE APPELLATE COURT An appellate oourt that hears ap­
peals from trial oourts and a~n1strative agencies as spec­
ified by state law or at the discretion of the oourt of last 
resort in the state. Decisions of an intermediate appellate 
court are generally subject to review by the court of last 
resort. 

Qourt Statistical Usage: 
- Classify intermediate appellate courts and courts of last 

resort as appellate courts. Indicate the subject matter 
jurisdiotion of each. 

Annotation: Intermediate appellate courts have been estab­
lished in over half the states. 

INTESTA'rE 
see probate/wills/intestate case 

INVENTORY 
see court caaeload inventory 

JUDGE TRIAL 
see non-jury trial 

JUDGMERT An of'ficial determination by the court regarding the 
rights and obligations of the parties to a case. 
Court Statistical Usage: 
- For statistical reporting purposes, juds-ent is used here in 

very broad terms to include any court decision, and embraces 
all of the case terminations indicated under manner of dis­
position. 

- Although ju~t is frequently used as a disposition term, 
in this classification scheme the terms included under man­
ner of disposition reflect the kinds of judgments that 
should be reported (see pages 7 and 8). 

JURISDICTION The territory, subject matter, or persons over which 
lawful authority may be exercised by a court, as determined by 
statute or constitution. (adapted from the Dictionary of 
f~iminal Justice Data Terminology, second edition) 

# JURY 'rRIlL A trial in which a group of citizens are impaneled ~o 
dt~termine the issues of fact in a oaae. . 

CClurt Statistical Usage: 
- Classify as a trial court anner of dispositic~ ');i" t~1vil 

cases, crt.1nal oases, and traffic oases. 

i 
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- Report complete trial data when the judsDent is reached, in­
cluding the verdiot reached in cr1lD1nal cases and traffic 
cases. 
Trial data will apply to cases (civil, criminal, traffic), 
whereas verdict data will give a def'endant count irl crim1r:al 
cases and traffic cases. 

- Specify the type of trial: jury or no'n-,jury. 
- A jury trial should be counted as beginning when the jury 

has been sworn and the first evidence introduced. 
- For internal purposes, count trials once t.hey are begun, re­

gardless ()f ,v-hether a 'verdj,ct is rea(~hed. 
- A mistrial should not be repor·ted as a jury trial if the 

case is to be r'ab-ied, until the new trial is terminated. 
If the case is dimn1ssed after mistrial, count as a sub­
category under acqUittal. ' 

- Report directed verdic~ trials under jury trial. 
- Trials de novo should be reported as a subcategory of jury 

trial or non-jury' trial. 
- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 

dispOSition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

Annotation: In current practice the point at which states are 
counting jury trials varies widely. Some states count trials 
when the first juror is examined; some when the jury is sworn; 
some when the first witness is sworn; some at verdict; others 
at intervening points. 

A large number of states permit variations in the traditioIl­
al use of l2-member juries. 

The use of advisory juries occurs when a judge impanels an 
advisory jury to advise as to a fact finding. (Condemnation 
cases or divorce cases where custody is an issue are exam­
ples.) These are not counted as jury trials. 

# JOVEBILE CASE A broad classification category for court caaeload 
involving juveniles in trial courts, which follow the special 
procedures that each state has for handling matters pertaining 
to individuals who are defined as juveniles. 

Synonym: juvenile action 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- The other broad trial court case classifications are civil 

case, crt.1nal case, and traff'ic case. 
- See unit of' count for instructions on counting cases. 
- Report the caaeload inventory of juvenile cases as follows: 
'. Crtainal-type offender case 
• Status offender case 
• Non-offender case 
• Other juvenile matters 
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- The filing document in a juvenile case is generally a peti­
tion. In a criminal case involving a juvenile, the filing 
document can be a complaint or information. Statistical 
reports should indicate how cases are being counted. (See 
unit of count.) 

- If child support cases are handled in juvenile caseload, re­
port them separately so that they can be included with dom­
estic relations Oft~8 in nationwide statistics. 

- If juvenile traffic cases are handled in juvenile caseload, 
report them separately so that they can be included with 
traffic cases in nationwide statistics. 
Report total juvenile case dispusitions in trial court case­
load inventory. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 11l. 

Annotation: The case subcategories above are adopted from 
those used by the OJJPD in the Department of Justice. 

Court actions that are directed against adults as the result 
of adult behavior toward juveniles should not be classified as 
juvenile cases. (For examples, see domestic relations case 
and guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship case.) 

I JUVENILE CASE APP~ (appellate court) An appeal case involving 
review of a judgaeDt of a trial court in a juvenile case. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Juvenile case appeal is a subcategory of appeal case in ap­

pellate courts. Report the ca.~eload of juvenile case ap­
peals separately from criminal case appeals, civil case ap­
peals, postconviction remedy case appeals, and appeals of 
a~nistrative agency cases. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending oases in caseload inventory, the termination of ju­
venile case appeals should be reported under the approprtate 
category in the appellate cO!.lrt case manner of disposition 
classification scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

, JUVENILE CASE DISPOSITION For statistical reporting purposes, the 
termination of a juvenile case pending before a trial court. 

1 
j 

1 



! 

I 

Entries 61 

Court statistical Usage: 
Juvenile case dispositions in trial courts should be report­
ed in the same case categories as cases filed, as part of 
caseload inventory. The number of defendant dispositions 
should also be displayed in case load inventory. 

- Juvenile case manner of disposition has not yet been clas­
sified in this dictionary. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displayi~l.g both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a fc)ldout 
at page 111. 

JUVENILE IN NEED OF SUPERVISION (JINS) 
see status offender case 

.. . LANDLORD AND TENANT 
see real property rights case 

LAW CASE The hearing of a civil case on the basis of common law 
and case law, in contrast to a suit in equity. (See common 
law. ) 

Synonym: action at law 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report cases by the subject matter at issue; do not report 

the type of remedy sought. 

Annotation: Some states have .separate equity and law divi­
sions in th~ir trial courts. Some stat~s report equity cases, 
law cases, injunctions, and the like, bur i,;,1mparable inter­
state caseload cannot be compiled without knowing the subject 
matter of the ca.ses. 

LEGISLATIVE APpORTIQNMENT CASE 
see original jurisdiction case 

LICENSING BOARDS 
see administrative agency 

LIEN 
see real property rights case 

LIMITED JURISDICTION COURT 
see court of limited o~ special jurisdiction 

LOSS OF CONSORTIUM 
see other tort case 
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MAJORITY OPINION 
see opin1on 

MAJOR TRIAL COURT 
see court or general jurisdiction 

MALPRACTICE 
see pro~eaaioDal tort caee 

MANDAMUS, WRIT OF 
see extraordinary writ cue 

MAlDATORY JURISDICTIOH/DISCRETIOIARY JURISDICTIOH The distinction 
between the obligation placed by constitution or statute on an 
appellate court to consider appeals of right and decide if 
they have ~ufficient merit to receive a full hearing and a de­
Cision, and the authority of an appellate court to decide 
whether it will grant a requesttoappaal. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Indicate clearly the jurisdiction of the appellate court(s). 

# MADER OF DISPOSITIOI, APPELLATE COURT CASE The manner in which a 
caae pending before an appellate court is disposed. 

Synonym: termination 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Total appellate court case dispositions should be reported 

according to the subject matter of the case filed, as part 
of caseload inventory: begiDD1ng pendina (cases), filings, 
dispositions, end pending (cases). 

- The following classification scheme is suggested for report­
ing the manner in which appellate court cases were disposed: 
• Opinion 

Atfi1"lled 
Modified 
Reversed 
Reversed and re.anded 
Remanded 

. Granted/den1ed 
• MeIIorandum decision 

Affirmed 
Modified 
Reversed 
Reversed and r..anded 
Remanded 
Granted/dented 
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• Order (decision without opinion) 
Affi1"llled 
Modified 
Reversed 
Reversed and re.anded 
Remanded 
Granted/dell1ed 

.D1aa1ssed/withdraVD/settled 
• Transferred 
• Other 

Entr:l.es 

- The statistics reported for opinion~ memorandum decision, 
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and order should indicate the number of opinions, memorandum 
decisions, or orders issued--not the number of cases dis­
posed in this manner. The aggregate statistics under the 
type of decision (affirmed, modified, etc.) should sum to 
the total number of cases settled by opinion, by memorandum 
decision, or by order. (See prototype on page 111.) 

- The distinction' should be made in appellate court case man­
"ner ot dispoSition categories, whenever possible, between 
civil cases and criainal cases. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

MANNER OF DISpOSITION, CIVIL CASE 
see civil case manner of disposition 

MANNER OF DISPOSITION, CRIMINAL CASE 
see crtainal case manner of dispoSition 

MANNER OF DISpOSITION, TRAFFIC CASE 
see trattic case manner ot disposition 

# MARNER OF DlSPOSITIOH, TR!iL COURT CASE The manner in which a 
case pending before a trial court is disposed. 

Synonym: termination 

Court StaUst:i,cal Usage: 
- Total trial court case dispositions should be reported ac­

cording to the subject matter of the case filed, as part of 
oaaeload inventory: bes1rm1ng pending (ca~es), filiqs, dis­
positions, end pending (cases). 

- The following classification scheme is suggested for report­
ing the manner in which trial court cases were disposed: 
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• Civil case manner of disposition 
Jury trial 
Non-jury trial 
Uncontested/default 
Dia.1ssed/withdravn/settled (before trial) 
Transferred (before/during trial) 
Arbitration 
Other manner of disposition 

• Crt.1nal case maDDer of disposition 
Jury trial 

Conviction 
Guilty plea 

Acquittal 
Dismissed 

Non-jury trial 
Conviction 

Guilty plea 
Acqu1.ttal 

Dismissed 
Diaa1ssed/nolle prosequi (before trial) 
Bound over 
Transferred (before/during trial) 
Guilty plea (before trial) 
Bail forfeiture 
Other manner of dispoSition 

• Traffic case manner of dispoSition 
Jury trial 

Conviction 
Acquittal 

Non-jury trial 
Conviction 
Acquittal 

Transferred (before/during trial) 
Guilty plea (before trial) 
Bail forfeiture 
Dia.1ssed/nolle prosequi (before trial) 
Parking fines 
Other manner of dispoSition 

- The aggregate statistics under criminal case and tr'ltfic 
case maDDer of disposition will not add up to the total case 
dispositions in caseload inventory because the subcategories 
under those headings are defen~1t dispOSitions, and some 
cases may have more than one defendant. 

- Juvenile case manner of disposition has not yet been clas­
sified in this dictionary. -Report total juvenile casedis­
poSitions in caseload inventory. 

] 
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- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

# K~,Bj:1GE 'DISSOLUTIOII CASE A subcategory of domestic relations 
case that includes cases involving either divorce or annul­
ment. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify in trial court caaeload inventory as a subheading 

under da.estic relationa case, as follows: 
• Marriage dissolution case 
• Support/custody case 
• Adoption case 
• Other dc:.est1.c relations case 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caaeload inventory, the termination of.ar­
riage dissolution cases should be reported under the appro­
priate cat,egory in the civil case manner of disposition 
scheme. 
See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 

Annotation: Marriage dissolution cases will include provi­
sions for custody, support, alimony, and the like in the de­
cree or judgment. If later issues arise and are brought back 
into the court, the reopened case should be classified as a 
new case according to subject matter, such as support/custody, 
a separate subcategory of domestic relations case. 

MEAN 
see time interval data 

MEDIAN 
see time interval data 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
see professional tort case 

# MEMORANDUM DICISIOR For statistical reporting purpnses, a very 
brief written statement of the decision in an appellate case. 
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Court Statistical Usage,': 
- Classify under MDDer! of disposition, appellate oourt oaue. 
- Report the total number ot' memorandum decisions, which mllly 

differ from tbe total number of cases settled by memora,nclum 
decision. One memor:andum decision can settle more than cine 
case. Consequently, the total number of cases settled by 
the total number of memorandum decisions. should also be 
reported. 

- Indicate the type of:' decision in each case as follows: 
• Atfi .... ed 
• Modified 
• Reversed 
• Reversed and re.anded 
• Raancled 
• Granted/denied 

- The aggregate staUstics for type of decision (affil'lled, 
lMMlified, etc.) shcluld sum to the tota.! number of cases set­
tled by memorandum decision (see prototype on page Ill). 

- See pages 5-10 for case cat.egory classifications, manner of 
dispOSition, and Pl~ototypes for displaying both. For yc)ur 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: Maoranclum decision and order are two ways of 
issuing appellate de(~isions without opinions. The differ'ence 
is largely a matter Clf usage in the particular state. 

MENTAL COMMITMENT OF A MINOR 
see other juvenile .'tter 

, MEllTAL HEALTH CASE A major classification category for civil 
cases that includes cases in which a oourt is requested to 
make a legal determination as to whether an individual is men­
tally ill or incompetent and should be placed or should remain 
under care, custody, and trea~ment. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Mental health case is a subcategory of the broad trial court 

classification civil ease. 
- In addition to the repor'ting of filings, dispOSitions, and 

pendina cases in caaeload inventory, th~ termination of men­
tal health cases should be reported under the appropriate 
category in the civil case manner of disposition scheme. 
See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
dispOSition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 
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Annotation: 'Courts are reporting cases variously called alco­
holics and mental, guardianships, conservatorships, incompe­
tency, mental illness, and so forth. Mental health cases 
should be limited to mental illness categories involving com­
mitment or commitment review, and should not include gua.rdian­
ships, conservatorships, incompetency hearings, or alcoholics 
that do not request institutional commitment. (See estate 
case. ) 

MENTAL ILLNESS 
see .ental health case 

MINOR IN NEED OF SUPERVISION (MINS) 
see status ottender case 

MISCREANT 
see status offender case 

, MISDEMEAIOR CASE A major crtainal case category that involves an 
offense usually punishable by fine or incar'ceration or both 
for an amount of fine and period of time the upper limits of 
which are prescribed by statute and are generally less than 
those prescribed for a felony. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- M1ad.-eanor caae is a subcategory of the broad trial court 

classification ort.1nal case. 
- Count each original charging document filed as one criminal 

case. .If the charging document contains multiple defen­
dants, then also count the defendants for internal purposes. 
Report both case and defendant dispositions in caseload in­
ventory. 

- Report the case load inventory of felonies and misdemeanors 
separately, and define the limits of punishment as set by 
constitution or statutes. 
Traffic cases that are misdemeanors should be reported sep­
arately as traftic casea (DWI/DUI or other tratfic viola­
tions) • 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caaeload inventory, the termination of m.s­
d~r cases should be reported under the appropriate 
category in thecrtainal case manner of disposition classi­
fication scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prot.otypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 
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Annotation: Some states are using the term infraction for 
those offenses for which inca~ceration is not a permitted pen­
alty. In this classification scheme, infractions should be 
olassified as either ordinance violation cases or traffic 
cases. 

MISTRIAL 
see jury trial 

# MODIFIED A decision by an appellate court that changes the terms 
cf, rather than reverses, a judgment of a trial court, an ad­
m1n1strative agency, or an intermediate appellate court. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Indicate the kind of appellate decision under each of the 

following categories of manner of disposition, appellate 
court case, as appropriate: 
• Opinion 
• MeaoranclUil decision 
• Order 
Indicate the type of decision in each case as follows: 
• Affirmed 
• Modified 
• Reversed 
• Reversed and re.anded 
• Reunded 
• Granted/denied 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page Ill. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

Annotation: An appellate court can either affirm, reverse, or 
modify the trial court or administrative agency judgment or 
intermediate appellate court decision, or portions thereof. 
It can also r'emand the case back to the trial court for fur­
ther action. 

MOTOR VEHICLE TORT 
seE~ auto tort case 

NAME CHANGE 
seel other civil cue 

NEGLECT 
see non-etteDder case 

NEGLIGENCE 
see tort case 
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HEW TRIAL In the broadest sense, any trial in which are examined 
issues of fact and law,that have already been the subject of 
an earHer trial. (from the Dictionary of Criminal Justice 
Data Terminology, second edit.ion) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Count under trial court case manner of disposition as a jury 

trial or non-jury trial. 
- A case sent back for a new trial should be counted as a re-

opened case. (See reopened case.) , 

, HOLLE PROSEQUI A formal entry upon the record by the prosecutor 
in which he declares that he will not proceed further in a 
crtalnal or traftic case. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify as a crtalnal case manner of disposition or traffic 

case manner ot'disposition in trial courts, as follows: 
• Dia.1ssed/nolle prosequi 

- Dia.1ssed/nolle prosequi should indicate a count of deten­
dants. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 

Annotation: A procedural disposition used only in criminal or 
traffic cases in trial courts. 

Include cases "withdrawn by the prosecutor" and "no informa­
tion." 

NOLO CONTENDERE 
see guilty plea 

., NOli-JURY TRIAL A trial in which there is no jury and in which a 
judicial officer determines both the issues of fact and law in 
a case. 

Synonym: court trial, bench trial, judge trial 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify as a trial court manner of disposition in civil 

cases, crtalnal cases, and traffic cases. 
Report complete trial data when the judgment is reached, in­
cluding the verdict reached in criminal and traffic cases. 
Trial data will apply to cases, whereas verdict data will 
give a defendant count in criminal and traffic cases. 
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- Specify the type of trial: jury or non-jury. 
- A non-jury trial should be counted as beginning when t.he 

first evidence is introduced. 
- For internal purposes, count trials once they are begun, re­

gardless of whether a verdiQt is ever reached. 
- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 

disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

# HOI-oFFEIIDER CASE A juvenile oue (lategory involving a juvenile 
where the behavior of someone other than the juvenile causes 
the oourt to concern itself with the well-being of the juve­
nile. 

Synonym: dependency and neglect 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Non-o~~ender case is a subcategory of the broad trial court 

classification juveni1e case. 
- Report the oaseload inventory of juvenile cases according to 

the following subcategories: 
• Crill1nal-type offender oue 
• Statu offender cue 
• Non-oftender case 
• Other juvenile matters 

- See unit o~ count for instructions on counting cases. 
- Report under non-offendercues all matters that have pre-

viously been classified u.lder dependency or neglect. Guard­
ianship cases involving juveniles should be reported sepa­
rately in order to permit comparable guardianship/conserva­
torship/trusteeship caseload nationwide. 

- Court actions that are directed against adults as the result 
of adult behavior toward juveniles should not be classified 
as juvenile cases. (See other-domestic relations case for 
examples.) 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes ar~ also found on a 
at page Ill. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

Annotation: This case category is adopted from the classifi­
cations for juvenile cases adopted by OJJDP in the Department 
o·f Justice. 

Dependency and neglect actions on behalf of a child allege, 
that the parent, guardian, or person with' whom the child lives 
fails to give proper care; or that the juvenile has suffered 
from un12Nful holding out from school, inadequate medical 
care, lack of proper supervision, or the like. 
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Note that child abuse, abandonment,.and contributing to de­
linquency or to dependency and neglect are classified as crim­
inalaotions on the part of the adult involved and charged, 
and should be reported as part of cr~nal caaeload. Such ac­
tions are often grounds as well for juvenile petitions on be­
half of the child. 

NON-SUPpORT 
see support/custody case 

other crt.inal case 
da.eatic relations case 

NON VULT CONTENDERE 
see guilty plea 

NO PROBABLE CAUSE 
see preliaiDary hearing 

probable cause 

ROTICE OF APPEAL A document that informs a court having appellate 
jurisdiction that a party wants a court's judSaent reviewed. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Count an appeal case as beginning with the filing of the 

notioe of appeal in the court where the appeal will be 
heard. 

- If the notice of appeal in an appellate case is filed in the 
trial court, do not count an appellate case until the notice 
is also docketed in the appellate court. 

Annotation: In many states the notice of appeal is considered 
the start of an appeal Qase for reporting purposes. Others 
use perfection or submission as the starting point. The point 
at which an appeal case is counted is important for caaeload 
statistics that are comparable from state to state, and for 
tt.e interval data that are comparable from state to state. 

# OPIRION For statistical reporting purposes, a written statement, 
by one or more appellate judges, of the decision in an appel­
late case, and of the legal reasons for the decision. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify all appellate court opiniOns together under manner 

ot disposition. 
- Report the total number of opinions, which may differ from 

the total number of cases settled by opinion. Count no more 
than one opinion per case. However, one opinion can settle 
more than one case. Consequently, the total number of cases 
settled by the total number of opinions shQuld also be re­
ported. 
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- Indicate the type of decision in each case as follows: 
• Affirmed 
• Moditied 
• Reversed 
• Reversed and ~e.aDded 
• Raanded 
• Granted/denied 

- The aggregate statistics for type of decision (affirmed, 
.aditied~ etc.) should sum to the total number of cases set­
tled by opinion. (See prototype on page 111). 

- Report advisory opinion cases as original proceed1ns O8ses; 
advisory opinion case is a case category, whereas opinion is 
a manner of disposition. (See advisory opinion case.) 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: Opinions of the court are usually presented in 
writing and published in a court report. The states are re­
porting a number of kinds of opinions, but· arriving at a con­
sensus as to the meaning of each term poses problems. For 
example, a "full" opinion may be signed or unsigned, a 
"signed" opinion may be a full opinion or a majority opinion 
or something else. For statistical reporting purposes, dis­
tinctions between the kinds of opinions are not of great im­
portance, except perhaps to note that per curiam opinions are 
often used for sensitive social issues that the court regards 
as better left unsigned, or for short opinions where the en­
tire court is in agreement on the decision and the legal basis 
for the decision is well defined. 

, OlDER (appellate) For statistical reporting purposes, a manner of 
disposing of an appellate case that is decided without opin­
ion. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify under manner of disposition. 
- Report the total number of orders, which may differ from the 

total number of cases settled by order. One order can set­
tle more than one case. Consequently, the total number of 
cases settled by the total number of orders should also be 
reported. 

- Indioate the type of decision in each case as follows: 
• Affirmed 
• Modified 
• .Reversed 
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• Reversed 2nd remanded 
• Remanded 
• Granted/denied 

- The aggregate statistics for type of decision (affirmed, 
modified, etc.) should sum to the total number of cases set­
tled by order. (See prototype on page 111). 
If the court order dismisses the case before a decision is 
reached, classify under dism1saed/withdrawn rather than un­
der' order. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
dispositioD~ aad prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

Annotation: Every appellate action is embodied in an order. 
Only orders that terminate cases should be included in this 
manner of disposition category. 

Memorandum decision and order are two ways of issuing appel­
late decisions without opinion. The difference is largely a 
mqtter of usage in the particular state. 

# ORDINANCE (NON-TRAFFIC) VIOLATION CASE A criminal case category 
that includes cases involving violations of local regulations 
passed by county, city, municipal, or other local governing 
bodies. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Ordinance (non-traffic) viola'tion case is a subcategory of 

the broad trial court classification criminal case. 
- Count each original charging document as one case. If the 

chargil,1g document contains multiple defendants, then also 
count the defendants for internal purposes. Report both 
cases and defendants dispositions in caseJ.oad inventory. 

- The caseload inventory of traffic cases and of ordinance 
violation cases should be reported separately from felonies 
and misdeaeanors in order to permit an accurate accounting 
of the more serious criminal offenses. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in case load inventory, the termination of or~ 
dinance violation cases should be reported under the appro­
priate category in the criminal case mann~r of disposition 
classification scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 
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Annotation: Ordinance violations are called infractions in 
sqw·e states. Include with ordinance (non-traffic) violations 
those cases that are being called civil infractions in ~ome 
states. 

ORIGINAL JURISDICTION The lawful authority of a court to hear or 
act upon a case from its beginning. (adapted from the Dic­
tionary of Criminal Justice Data Terminology, second edition) 

, ORIGINAL JURISDICTIOH CASE A subcategory of original proceeding 
case that includes cases filed under statutof'y or constitu­
tional provisions that authorize an appellate court to hear 
such cases in the first instance, but does not include disci­
plinary ~tters or advisory opinions. 

Court statistical Usage: 
- Classify in appellate court caseload inventory as a subcate­

gory under original proceeding case, as follows: 
• Original jurisdiction case 
• Disciplinary matter 
• Adviso~y opinion case 

- Include as orig1~ll jurisdiction cases those petitions that 
request the appellate court to use its discretionary power 
to issue prerogative writs, thereby granting extra.ordinary 
relief, if such petitions are the subject of the case. If 
the writ is only one proceeding in an appeal case, do not 
count it separately from the appeal case. 

- Also include under original ju~isdiction cases those cases 
involving constitutional issues, legislative apportionment, 
contested elections, public interest matters, and similar 
issues filed initially in the appellate court. 

- In addition to the repor~ing of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of 
original jurisdiction caB~S should be reported under the 
appropriate category in the manner of disposition, appellate 
court case scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 

# ORIGXNAL PROCEEDING CASE An appellate court case category in 
which a special action is brought in the first instance in an 
appellate court and considered a case, including original ju­
risdiction cases, disciplinary matters, and advisory opinion' 
cases. (See original jurisdiction case, disciplinary matter, 
advisory opinion case). 
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Cour·t Statistical Usage: 
Original proceeding case is a subcategory of the larger 
classification, appellate court case. 

- The caseload inventory of original proceeding cases should 
identify the subject matter of each case, using the follow­
ing subcategories: 
• Original jurisdiction case 
• Disciplinary matter 
• Advisory opinion case 

- In addition to the reporting of fil1ngs,.dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of 
original proceeding cases should be reported under the 
appropriate category in the manner of dispositj.on~ appellate 
court case scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category claSSifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

# OTHER CIVIL CASE For statistical reporting purposes, a residual 
catego.'!'y in which to place civil cases that cannot be identi­
fied as belonging in the other major civil classifications 
(tort, contract, real property rights, 811&11 claims, domestic 
relatio'ns, mental health, estate, appeal) ·extraordinary writ, 
or postconviction raedy case). '. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Other civil case is a subcategory of the broad trial court 

classification civil case. Classify the case load inventory 
of civil cases by the subject matter at issue whenever pos­
sible. 

- Use other civil only for cases that cannot be classified 
elsewhere, such as name change or replevin. Include only 
those court actions that meet the definition of court case. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of 
other civil cases should be reported under the appropriate 
category in the ~ivil case manner of disposition scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category claSSifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

I OTHER CRIMINAL CASE For statistical reporting purposes: a resid­
ual category in which to place criminal cases that cannot be 
identified as belonging in the other major criminal classifi­
cations (felony, misd8ll88.nor, ordinance violation, appeal, 
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extraordinary writ, postooDviotion reaedy, or sentence review 
only case). 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Other crill1nal case is a subcategory of the broad trial 
, court classification criminal case. Classify cases by the 

subject matter at is'sue whenever possible. 
- Use other crill1nal only :for cases that cannot be classified 

elsewhere, such as extradition. Include only those court 
actions that meet the definition of court case. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of 
other criminal cases should be reported under the appropri­
ate category in the crill1nal oase manner of disposition 
scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposit.ion, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

, OTHER DOMESTIC RELATIONS CASE For statistical reporting purposes, 
a residual category used to include domestic relations cases 
other than marriage dissolution, support/custody, and adoption 
cases. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify in trial court caseload inventory as a subheading 

under domestic relations case, as follows: 
• Marriage dissolution case 
• Support/custody case 
• Adoption-case 
• Other dOilestic relations case 

- Under other dOllest1c relations case classify cases such as 
those involving paternity or bastardy, and termination of 
parental rights. 

- Divorce cases in which provisions are made for custody, sup­
port, or alimony may be reopened if the parties seek to 
change these provisions. Count such actions as new cases 
and classify them as support/custody cases. 

- In addition to the reporting of f.il1ngs, dispos1.t1ons, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of 
other domestic relations cases should be reported under the 
appropriate category in the civil case manner of disposition 
scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category claSSifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 
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# OTHER ESTATE CASE For statistical reporting purposes, a residual 
category used to include estate cases other than probate/ 
wills/intestate cases and guardianship/conservatorship/trus­
teeship cases. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify estate cases by the subject matter at issue where 

possible. 
- Classify in trial court case load inventory as a subheading 

under estate case, as follows: 
• Probate/wills/intestate case 
• Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship case 
• Other estate case 

- Under other estate case classify cases such as gifts to 
minors or corporate trusts (if they are within the jurisdic­
tion of the court). 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in case load inventory, the termination of 
other estate cases should be reported under the appropriate 
category in the civi,l case manner of disposition scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
dispOSition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

# OTHER JUVENILE MATTERS For statistical reporting purposes, a re­
sidual category in which to classify juvenile cases that can­
not be identified as belonging in the other major juvenile 
classifications (criminal-type orrender, status of render , or 
non-ofrender case). . 

Court Statistical Usage: ' 
- ether juvenile matter~ is a subcategory of the broad trial 

court classification juvenile case. 
Report the caseload inventory of juvenile cases according to 
the following subcategories: 
• Criminal-type ortender case 
• Status offender case 
• Non-ofrender case 
• Other juvenile matters 
Examples of cases that should be classified as other juve­
nile matters are child marriage or mental commitment of a 
minor. 

- Do not-incJude cases involving behavior of an adult, which 
should be classified under other domestic relations case, 
guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship case, etc. 
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- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes fQr displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

, OTHER MAIlER OF DISPOSITION, APPELLATE CASES For statistical re­
porting purposes, a residual category to include those out­
comes that cannot be classified in the other categories out­
lined under manner ot disposition. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify under aanner ot disposition, appellate court case. 
- Report under other manner ot disposition only dispositions 

that cannot be classified elsewhere, such as cases that have 
been consolidated. 
See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

# OTHER MAIlER OF DISPC,ISITION, CIVIL CASES For statistical report­
ing purposes, a residual category to include those outcomes 
that cannot be classified in the other categories outlined 
under civil oase manner ot disposition. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
Classify as a trial court manner of disposition in civil 
cases. 

- Under other manner ot disposition, civil cases, include the 
termination of extraordinary writ cases and postconviction 
reaedy cases. Also include cases that have been oonsoli­
dated. 

- Cases that are treated as terminated for statistical pur­
poses may not in fact be removed ~rom the jurisdiction of 
the court. These should be subtracted from pending oaseload 
and reported under other ~er of disposition. Such cases 
include those that are transferred to an inactive status. 
The state should report how long cases are carried on the 
calendar before they are put on inactive status. 

- If the case is reactivated or reopened, report as a new 
case, classified by the subject matter of the case. (See 
reopened case.) 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
dispOSition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 
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manner of 
For your 
foldout 
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# OTHER MANNER OF D~SPOSITIOH, CRIHIIAL CASES For statistical re­
porting purposes, a resiJual category to include those out­
comes that cannot be classified in the other categories out­
lined under crt.inal case manner of disposition. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify as a trial court manner of disposition in criminal 

cases. 
- Other manner of disposition, criminal cases, should indicate 

a defendant count. 
- Under other manner of disposition, criminal cases, include 

the termination of extraordinary writ cases, postconviction 
re.edy cases, and sentence review only cases. Also include 
cases that have been consolidated. 

- Cases that are treated as terminated for statistical pur­
poses may not in fact be removed from the jurisdiction of 
the court. These should be subtracted from pending caseload 
and reported under other manner of d1aposition. Include 
under this classification criminal cases in whi~h the defen­
dant has absconded or is a fugitive, if these cases are con­
sidered disposed, as well as abatement by death of defen­
dant. Include also cases such as those that are transferred 
to an inactive status, or to a diversion status (in those 
states where the case is filed in court before diversion). 
The state should report how long cases are carried on the 
calendar before they are put on inactive status. 

- If the case is reactivated or reopened, report as a new 
case, classified by subjlect matter of the case. (See re­
opened case.) 

- See pages 5-10 for case c~tegory classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

# OTHER KlNHER OF DISPOSITIOH, TRAFFIC CASES For statistical re­
porting purposes, a residual category to include those out­
comes that oannot be classified in the other categories out­
lined under traffic case manner of disposition. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
Classify as a trial court manner of disposition in traffic 
cases. 

- Other manner of disposition, traffic cases, should indicate 
a defendant count. 
Include only those traffic cases that cannot be classified 
under the other traffic case manner of disposition categor­
ies. 
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- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
dispositic/n, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page HI. 

, OTHER TORT CASE For statistical reporting purposes, a residual 
category used to include tort ~~es other than auto tort, pro­
fe8810Dlil tort, and product liability tort. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify in trial court caseload inventory as a subheading 

under tort case, as follows: 
• Auto tort case 
• Professional tort case 
• Product liability tort case 
• Otber tort case 

- Classify tort oases whenever possible according to specific 
tort case subcategories. Use other tort case only for those 
cases that cannot be classified as auto tort, professional 
tort, or product liability tort. Examples are alienation of 
affection and loss of consortium, as well as tort cases in­
volving air and water transportation. 
In addition to the reporting of filingsp dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of 
other tort cases should be reported under the appropriate 
category in the civil case manner of disposition scheme. 
See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your' 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

, OTHER TRAFFIC VIOLATION CASE For statistical reporting purposes, 
a category in which to place traffic casea that do not belong 
in the other major traffic classifications (DWI/DUI o~ parking 
violations) • 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify the caseload inventory of traffic violations as 

follows: 
• DWI/DUI case 
•. Other traffic violation case 
• Parking violation case 
The first two categories generally come into a trial court 
on a coaplaiDt or information. 

- Include under other traffic violations all non-moving viola­
tions other than parking violations. 

, 
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- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caaeload inventory, the termination of 
other trattic violation cases should be reported under the 
appropriate category in the traffic case manner of disposi­
tion scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

, PARKING FINES One manner in which parking violations are dis­
posed. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- If parking violations are reported as part of traffic case­

load, count and report them separately in caseload inventory. 
Also report separately their termination by voluntary pay­
ment of fine as parking fines. The statistic will indicate 
a defendant count. 

- Voluntary payment of fine in traffic cases other than park­
ing violations should be reported under guilty pleas. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

, PARIING VIOLATION CASE A subcategory of traffic cases that in­
volves the parking of a motor vehicle in violation of a traf­
fic ordinance. 

Court Statistica~ Usage: 
Classify parking violations in trial court caseload inven­
tory separately from all other traffic cases as follows: 
• DWI /DUl case 
• Other traffic violation case 
• Parking violation case 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispOSitions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of un­
contested parking violation cases should be reported as 
parking fines. The termination of contested parking viola­
tions should be reported under the appropriate category in 
the traffic case manner of disposition classification 
scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at. page 111. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 
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PAROLE BOARD 
see administrative aaency 

PARTITION 
see real property rights case 

PARTY A person or legal entity with standing to bring an action 
or respond to an action before a court. 

Annotation: In a court action, a party may be either plain­
tift, defendant, third party, or intervenor. 

PATERNITY 
see other da.estic relations case 

PAYMENT OF FINE 
see guilty plea 

parking fines 

I PElfDING The status of a case that has not been terminated or dis~· 
posed by the court in which it was filed. 

. ~~_ Statistical Usage: 
- Report caseload inventory statistics in each case oategory 

for a reporting period as beginning pending (cases), fil­
ings, dispoSitions, end pending (cases). (See beginning 
pending, filing, disposition, end pending.) 
Report current pending cBseload as the number of cases at 
any given time that have been filed in a given court, or are 
before a given judicial officer, but have not reached dis­
position. 
Cases that are treated as terminated for statistical pur­
poses may not in fact be removed from the jurisdiction of 
the court. These should be subtracted from pending caseload 
and their termination reported under other .anner of dispo­
sition. Such cases include those that are transferred to an 
inactive status or diversion status (in those states where 
the case is filed in court before diversion). 
Guardianship, conservatorship, and trusteeship cases, be­
cause they remain under the jurisdiction of the court for 
unusually long periods of time, should be reported sepa­
rately in order that they can be subtracted from pending 
case load when age of pending casesload is being computed. 
See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 
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PER CURIAM OPINION A written, unsigned opinion. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify under opinion (see manner of disposition, appellate 

court case, page 7). 

Annotation: Per curiam and memo~andum decision are not syno­
nyms, although the terms are frequently used interchangeably. 
A per curiam includes an opinion, but a memorandum should not. 

Per curiam opinions are often used for sensitive social 
issues that the court regards as better left unsigned, or for 
short opinions where the court is in agreement on the decision 
and the legal basis for the decision is well-defined. 

PERSONAL INJURY 
see tort case 

auto tort case 
professional tort case 
product liability tort case 

PERSON IN NEED OF SUPERVISION (PINS) 
see status offender case 

PETITION For statistical reporting purposes, a written document 
filed in a court, initiating a case and requesting a decision 
in a matter described therein. 

Court Stati~tical Usage: 
- Report the type of case initiated by the petition. 
- A petition or a civil complaint that begins an action is the 

unit of count for civil cases in most trial courts. 
A juvenile case is generally initiated by a petition. 
At the appellate level, a petition is the usual method of 
filing a request to appeal or an original jurisdiction oase. 
Statistical reports. should specify how cases are being 
counted. (See unit of count.) 

Annotation: Other kinds of petitions can be filed, but do 
not initiate cases. They may be counted as part of court 
caseflow, but should not be included in caseload. 

PETITIONER 
see plaintiff 

PETITION FOR APPEAL/REVIEW 
see request to appeal case 

PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI 
see request to appeal case 
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PLAINTIFF A person who initiates a court action. (from the Dic­
tionary of Criminal Justice Data Terminology, second edition) 

Synonyms: complainant, claimant, petitioner, appellant 

Annotation: Plaintiff is the customary name for the person 
who initiates a civil action. In some states the prosecution 
in a criminal case (that is, "the people," as represented by 
government) is called the "plaintiff." (from the Dictionary 
of Criminal Justice Data Terminology, second edition)-

# POSTOONVICTION REMEDY CASE A procedure whereby the lawfulness of 
the conviction of an offender may be challenged. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- In trial court caseload inventory, classify the case load of 

postconviction remedy cases as a separate subcategory under 
either civil case or criminal case. 
In appellate court case flow , clas.sify the caseload of post­
conviction reaedy cases as a subcategory of appeal case if 
jurisdiction is mandatory. If the appellate court has dis­
cretionary jurisdiction, classify the case" as a postconvic­
tion remedy case request to appeal. 
In those states where the appellate court has discretionary 
jurisdiction over postconviction remedy cases, report the 
petition under request to appeal, and the manner of disposi­
tion as granted/denied. If the request is granted, report a 
separate filing of the resulting appeal. 
The lI&IlDer of dis:position of the resulting appeal, a,s well 
as of postconviction remedy cases in states where review is 
mandatory, should be reported according to the same manner 
of disposition, appellate court case scheme as for appeals. 
See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. Fc>r your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: The procedure in ~ postconviction remedy case is 
civil, so that some states may classify these cases as civil. 
The case in which the remedy is requested, however, is crimi­
nal, so that some states may classify postconviction remedy 
cases as criminal. 

A postconviction procedure differs from a criminal case ap­
peal in that it is not a direct review of the judgment of the 
trial court. It is a procedure used to contest a conviction 
after the defendant's opportunity for review by means of an 
appeal or request to appeal has passed. 

Statutes or court rules determine in which court the request 
for postconviction remedy is presented. In some states the 
filing must be in a trial court. 
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Some of the procedures available for postconviction remedy 
are 

writ of habeas corpus, 
motion for a new trial on newly discovered evidence, 
petition to reopen an appeal, and 
petition for extension of time to ~vpeal. 

POSTTRIAL HEARING (JUVENILE) 
see crt.1nal-tJPe offender case 

PRELIMIRARY HEARING A proceeding before a judicial officer in 
which evidence is presented so that the court can determine 
whether there is sufficient cause to hold the accused for 
trial. (adapted from the Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data 
~minology, second edition) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
A preliminary hearing is a step in the processing of a 
felony (or in a very few states, of a serious misdemeanor) 
case. 

- When the preliminary hearing takes place in the same court 
that will try the case, then the hearing is only one step in 
processing and the case should be reported in caseload in­
ventory as a felony (or as a misdemeanor in certain states) 
case and the .aDDer of disposition reported accordingly. 
However, when the preliminary hearing is held in a limited 
jurisdiction court and the defendant is bound over to a gen­
eral jurisdiction court when probable cause is found, some 
other reporting mechanism is needed for manner of disposi­
tion. 

- See prelt.1nary bearing (limited jurisdiction court only). 

Annotation: Three facts must be determined in a preliminary 
hearing: (1) that there is probable cause to believe that a 
crime was committed, (2) that it was committed in that juris­
diction, and (3) that there is probable cause to believe that 
the defendan.t committed the crime. 

# PRELIMIIiARY HEARING (LIMITED JURISDICTION mURT ONLY) For statis­
tical reporting purposes, a category for reporting preliminary 
bearings that are held in a different court from that in which 
the case will be tried if the defendant is bound ovel~. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report the caseload inventory of preliminary bearings held 

in It.1ted jurisdiction oourts in this category. 
- Count each original charging document filed as one case. If 

the charging document contains multiple defendants, then for 
internal purposes also count the defendants. Report both 
case and defendant dispositions in case load inventory. 
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- If no probable 'cause is found, report the termination under 
disa1ased/nolle prosequi. 

- If the charge is reduced and the defendant pleads, the man­
ner of disposition should be reported under guilty plea. 

- If the charge is reduced and a trial is held, report the 
trial outcome under trial. 

- If probable cause is found and the defendant is bound over 
from one court to another, these actions should be reported 
separately (under bound over) from other c~t.1nal cases in 
statewide statistics j.n order to permit an accurate count of 
total criminal cases. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

PREROGATIVE WRIT 
see extraordinary writ case 

original jurisdiction case 

PRETRIAL HEARINGS (JUVENILE) 
see cr1a1nal-type ottenfllJr case 

PRIVATE RIGHTS 
see civil case 

PROBABLE CAUSE A set of facts and circumstances that would induce 
belief that a particular person had committed a specific 
crime. (adapted from the Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data 
Termin~, second edition) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- In prel1a1nary hearings held in a court other than that in 

which the defendant will be tried, report the 'manner of dia­
poaitio~ when probable cause is found as bound over. This 
will be' a defendant coun t ra thet' than a case count .• 

- In preliminary hearings the manner of disposition when no 
probable cause is found should be reported as dimLtssed/ 
nolle prosequi (also a defendant count). 

Annotation: The existence of "probable cause" is required to 
justify prosecution. 

In felony cases the existence of probable cause will'be es­
tablished in court in a hearing usually called a prel1a1nary 
hearing (see prel1a1nary hearing) or by a grand jury, before 
felony trial proceedings begin. (adapted from the Dictionary 
of Criminal Justice Data Terminology, second edition) 
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# PROBATEIWILLS/IHTESTATE CASE A subcategory of estate case that 
includes cases involving (1) the determination of whether a 
will is a valid instrument, (2) the statutory method of estab­
lishing its proper execution, and (3) in cases where the dece­
dent did not make a will, the determination of the disposition 
of the decedent's estate. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify in trial court caseload inventory as a subheading 

under estate cases, as follows: 
• Probate/wills/intestate case 
• Guardianabip/conservatorsbip/trusteeship case 
• Other estat~ case 

- Include court actions providing for estate administration, 
appointment of executors, inheritances, and so forth. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of pro­
bate/wills/intestate oases should be reported under the ap­
propriate subcategory in the civil case manner of disposi­
tion scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: A will deals with the disposition of property 
left by a decedent (that is, his estate) according to instruc­
tions in an instrument executed by that person before his 
death, in a manner prescribed by statute. Statutes also re­
quire that the validity of the will be established by a legal 
proceeding called probate. 

In cases where the decedent has not made a will (has died 
intestate), the court determines the disposition of the dece­
dent's estate. 

Probate of wills is not reported in some states as a court 
case, rather as a ministerial action. The distinction should 
be made in oaseload inventory betti/een informal proceedings 
("those conducted without notice to interested persons by an 
officer of the court acting as a registrar for the probate of 
a will or appointment of a personal representative," Uniform 
Probate Code) and formal proceedings ("those conducted before 
a judge with notice to interested parties," Uniform Probate 
Code). Some states do not report informal proceedings as 
cases. 

Statistics should also indicate contested court hearings as 
opposed to uncontested probate actions. These will appear 
under .aDDer ot disposition as unoontested/default or trial 
(contested). . 
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• PRODUCT LIABILITY TORT CASE A subcategory of tort oase that in­
cludes cases involving the alleged responsibility of the manu­
facturer or seller of an article for an injury caused to per­
~on or property by a defect in or condition of the article 
sold, or an alleged breach of duty to provide suitable in­
structions to prevent injury. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify in trial. court caseload inventory as a subheading 

under tort case, as follows: 
• Auto tort case 
• Protesaiollal tort case 
• Product liability tort case 
• Other tort case 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of 
product liability tort cases should be reported under the 
appropriate category in the civil case manner of disposition 
scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

• PROFESSIOIAL TORT CASE A subcategory of tort caae that includes 
cases involving charges of malpractice by a person acting in a 
professional capacity. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify in trial court caseload inventory as a subheading 

under tort case, as follows: 
• Auto tort case 
• Protesaiollal tort case 
• Produ~t. liability tort case 
• Other tort case 
In addition to the reporting of fi.11ngs, disposi,tions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of pro­
fessional tort cases should be reported under the appropri­
ate category in the civil case manner of disposition scheme. 
See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: Examples of persons acting in a professional 
capacity include doctors, lawyers, archit~cts, engineers, 
teachers, etc. 

PROHIBITION, WRIT OF 
see extraordiDary wr~t case 

iJ 
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PROMISSORY AGREEMENT 
see contract case 

PROPERTY DAMAGE 
see tort cue 

PUBLIC INTEREST CASE 
see 'or1&1nal Jurisdiction case 

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
see a~8trative &lency 

PUBLIC WRONGS 
see crill1nal cue 

QUIET TITLE 
see real property rights case 

QUO WARRANTO, WRIT OF 
see extraordinary writ case 

REACTIVATED CASE 
see reopened case 
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I READY FOR ORAL ARGUMENT OR SUBHISSIOB For statistical reporting 
purposes, the status or the pending caseload when the tran­
script has been filed and the attorneys have completed the 
preparation of their legal briefs.i:>ut the hearing has not 
been held or the case submitted t6.the court. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- In reporting appellate court status of pending caseload 

data, the following points in case processing should be 
indicated: 
• Awaiting cour.t reporter "s' tramacript 
• Awaiting appellant's brier 
• Awaiting respondent's brier 
• Ready tor oral argu.entor 8ubm.ssion 
• UncleI' advis.ant 

- See &Ie ot pending caaeload (appellate courts) for a sug-
gested time scale for measuring processing time. 

I REAL PROPERTY RIGHTS CASE A major classification category for 
civil cases that includes cases arising out of the ownership, 
use, or disposition of land or real estate. 
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.£2!!rt Statistical Usage: . 
- .eal propert7 r1sbta case is a subcategory of the broad 

trial court classification civil case. 
- Case types classified under real property rilbts ificlude 

condemnation, eminent domain, quiet title, landlord and ten­
ant, foreclosure, lien, partition, and so forth. 

- Count the filing document as a case, not the number of de­
teDdaDta involved. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
peDd1ng CaMS in caaeload iDY8ntory, the termination of real 
property rights oases should be reported under the appropri­
ate category in the civil case .aDDer ot disposition scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, mannel' of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: The legal remedies sought to protect real prop­
erty rights can involve both actions at law and suits in 
equity. 

RECIPROCAL SUPPORT 
see aupport/cuatody cue 

RlBEARIIO REQUEST A petition to a court calling the court's at­
tention to any alleged error, omission, or oversight occurring 
during a trial or review, or to any newly discovered evidence, 
requesting the court to reconsider its own decision. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- For reporting purposes, such requests should not be counted 

as cases because these requests are addressed to the judges' 
discretion, usually without a formal hearing. 

Annotation: The court has broad discretion whether to grant 
or deny a request for a rehearing. 

REINSTATED 
see reopened c.ae 

# lEM&IDBD A decision by an appellate court that sends part or all 
of a case back to the original trial court or ada1n1strat1ve 
asency from which it came, for the purpose of entry of a prop­
er ju~t or decision, further proceedings, or a new trial. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Indicate the kind of appellate decision under each of the 

following subcategories of manner or disposition, appellate 
court case, as appropr'iate: 

J 

I' 

( 
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• Opi!l1on 
• tte.orandUil dec1aion 
• Order 

- Indicate the type of decision in each case as follows: 
• Affil'lled 
• Modified 
• Reversed 
• Reversed and re.anded 
• Ra.anded 
• Granted/denied 

- For statistical reporting purposes, a remanded case should 
be considered a reopened case in the trial court. 

Annotation: Any part or all of the judgment being appealed 
may be remanded. Reversed and reaanded is a decision in which 
the appellate court sets aside the judgment rendered in the 
trial court or administrative agency and the case must go back 
to the trial court for further proceedings. Affirmed and re­
manded is a decision that requires furth~r proceedings by the 
trial court or administrative agency as directed by the 
reviewing court; classify under remanded. 

RENT CONTROL BOARD 
see a~n1strative agency 

, REOPElBD CASE For statistical reporting purposes, a case that has 
been reported previously as disposed, but is resubmitted to a 
court. . 

Synonym: reinstated case, reactivated case 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Count a reopened case as a new case. Classify by the sub­

ject matter at issue in the case. Refer to page 6 for the 
trial court case classification scheme. 

Annotation: Reopened cases can be of several kinds. For 
example: 

1. A dormant case that has been placed on an inactive 
status can be reactivated. Fer example, this would happen 
when an accused fugitive is located and brought into court. 
2. A case that has been disposed without judicial action 
(submitted to arbitation, for example) can be returned to 
the court for judicial action. 
3. A new issue can arise that causes a disposed case to be 
resubmitted to the court. Marriage dissolution cases, for 
example, can be reopened in order to consider requests for 
changes in support or' alimony payments; the reopened case 
should be classified as a support/custody case. In juve­
nile cases some of the matters that might lead to the re­
opening of a case include probation revocation and commit-
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ment, postdispositional review of status, writ of habeas 
corpus, modification or revocation of original commitment, 
transfer to a more restrictive correctional institution. 
4. For statistical reporting purposes, a case remanded 
from an appellate court to a trial court or administrative 
agency should be considered a reopened case. 

See other manner of disposition, both civil oases and crimi­
nal cases, for other types of cases that are likely to be 
reported as disposed, and later reopened. 

Individual states will probably want to maintain some count 
of reopened cases in their ~nternal statistics. 

REPLEVIN 
see other civil case 

, RBQUEST TO APPElL CASE An appellate court case category in which 
a petition is presented to an appellate oourt asking the court 
to review the ju~t of a trial court, an adaintstrative 
asency, or an int,rmed1ate appellate court. . 

Synonym: application for appeal/review, application for leave 
to appeal, petition for appeal/review, petition for writ of 
certiorari, petition for writ of error. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Request to appeal case is a subcategory of the larger class­

ification, appellate court case. 
- As state information needs require, report the caseload in­

Yentory of requests to appeal according to the subject mat­
ter of the case involved, using the following subcategories: 
• Civil case request to appeal 

Tort case request to appeal 
Contract case request to appeal 
Real property rights case request to appeal 
Small claias case request to appeal 
Do .. stic relations case request to appeal 
Mental health case request to appeal 
Estate case request to appeal 
Other ctvil case request to appeal 

• CrtaiDal case request to appeal 
Felony case request to appeal 
M18da.eanor case request to appeal 
Ord1DaDce violation case request to appeal 
Traff10case request to appeal 
Other crt.1Dal case request to appeal 

• PoatoonvictioD re.edy case request to appeal 
• Request to appeal of aclll1nistrative apnoy case 
• Juyen1le case request to appeal 

~ 
(I 
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- The usual method of filing a request to appeal is a peti­
tion, which may be granted or denied at the discretion of the 
court. Requests denied should be reported separately from 
requests granted for review as an appeal. Additionally, re­
port a new filing under appeals for those requests granted. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of re­
questa to appeal should be reported as granted/denied. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: The authority given to appellate courts deter­
mines what kinds of cases must be heard and what kinds of 
cases may be heard at 'the discretion of the court. This var­
ies from state to state. A right of appeal differs from a re­
quest to appeal. A right of appeal is provided in certain 
kinds of cases; a request to appeal is granted or denied at 
the discretion of the court. 

Requests to appeal are the method of presenting a case to an 
appellate court when the case is within the court's discre­
tion. A court's discretion is exercised through a two-stage 
decisional process. First, the court must decide whether to 
grant the petition. The criteria used vary greatly: In some 
courts the major criterion is the correctness of the ruling 
of the trial court; in others it is the importance of the 
issues presented. 

If the request to appeal is granted, the case generally is 
subject to the second stage of the decisional process: It be­
comes an appeal and is decided on the merits. This stage al­
most always involves a much more extensive study of the case 
by judges than the request to appeal stage. 

RESPONDENT 
see defendant 

# REVERSED A decision by an appellate court that sets aside a judg­
ment or order of a trial court, an administrative agency, or 
an intermediate appellate court. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Indicate the kind of appellate decision under each of the 

following subcategories of manner of disposition, appellate 
court case, as appropriate: 
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• Opinion 
• KeaoranduJll decia10n 
• Order 

- Indicate the type of decision in each loase as follows: 
• Affirmed 
• Modified 
• Reversed 
G Reversed and r..aDded 
• Reaanded 
• Granted/denied 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classj.fications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page Ill. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

Annotation: An appellate court can 'either affirm, reverse, or 
modify the trial court or administrative agency judgment or 
intermediate appellate court decision, or portions thereof. 
It can also remand the case back to the. trial court or admin­
istrative agency for further action. 

A case can be reversed and dismissed, reversed and dis­
charged, reversed in part and affirmed in part, etc. All of 
these can be classified as reversed. 

REVERSED AND DISCHARGED 
see reversed 

# REVERSED AND REMANDED A decision by an appellate court that sets 
aside a judl8ent or an order of a trial court, an administra­
tive scency, or an intermediate appellate court, and sends 
part or all of a case back to the original trial court or ad­
ministrative agency from which it came, for the purpose of en­
try of a proper judgment, further proceedings, or a new trial. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Indicate the kind of appellate decision under each of the 

following subcategories of manner of dispoSition, appellate 
court case, as appropriate: 
• Opinion 
• Memorandum decision 

'1, 

• Order ' 
-;.ndicate the type of decision in each case as follows: 

• Affirmed 
• Modified 
• Reversed 
• Reversed and ra.anded 
• Reaanded 
• Granted/denied 

, ., 
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- For statistical report.ing purposes, a case that is reversed 
and remanded should be considered a reopened case in the 
trial court. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: Any part or all of the judgulent being appealed 
may be remanded. Reversed and remanded is a decision in which 
the appellate court sets aside the judgment rendered in the 
trial court OP administrative agency and the case must go back 
to the trial court or administrative agency for further pro­
ceedings. 

_, SElTENCE Rh~IEW OILY CASE For statistical reporting pu~poses, a 
cue category for a pl~ocedure (other than app4lt&l or' request to 
apprAll) whereby the appropriateness of the sentence given to a 
convicted offender may be challenged • 

. Court Statistical Usage: 
- At the appellate court level, classify the caseload inven­

tory of sentence review only casea as a separate case cate­
gory under appellate court case. 

- At the trial court level, classify the caseload of sentence 
review only cases as a subcategory under crt.1nal case. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending caaes in cueload inventory, the termination of a 
sentence review only case at the trial court level should be 
reported under other ·MIII1er ot dispositionj at the a.ppellate 
level, under atti~d or .editied by order. 

- If the case deals only with sentence review, then classify 
it as a sentence review only case. If the case is an appeal 
on the merits, then it should be claSSified as a crtainal 
cue appeal. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category claSSifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

SENTENCE WITHHELD 
see cODvictioD 

SEPARATE MAINTENANCE 
see support/custody case 

'SlTTLEMEHT For statistical reporting purposes, the termination 
before trial of a case by agreement between or among the 
parties involved. 

• 
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Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify under d1a.1aaed/withdrawn/aettled in oivil oaaes in 

trial oourta and in appellate courta. 
- Settlement during trial should be counted under trial. 
- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 

disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

SlVERAlCE In tr1al court criminal proceedings, the separation for 
purposes of pleading or trial of multiple defendants named in 
a single filing document (charging document in criminal cases; 
petition or complaint in civil cases), or of multiple com­
plaints or charges against a particular defendant listed in a 
single filing document. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- If severance is ordered in a multiple-defendant case, main­

tain the original case and count each severed defendant as a 
new filing in a separate case. If complaints or charges 
are severed, count each new or severed filing document as a 
new case filing. (See criainal case.) 

SIGNED OPINION 
see opinion 

, SMALL CLlDMS CASE A major classification category for civil cases 
that includes caaea governed by special,au.aary procedures 
specified by statute, involving either tort or contract or 

• real property rights claims in which the remedy sought is a 
specific, limited amount of monetary damages. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Small clatas case is a subcategory of the broad trial oourt 

classification civil case. 
- In addition to the reporting qf filings,dispositions, and 

pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of 
aRall clatas casea should be reported under the appropr1at~ 
category in the civil case manner of disposition scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: States generally have special summary procedures 
to be followed in small claims cases, which dispense with 
written pleadings, legal counsel, or strict rules of evidence. 
The procedures are typically informal, and less costly and 
protracted than ordinary procedures. 

I 
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Small claims cases may be handled in the regular general 
jurisdiction courts, or in a separate division of a court of 
general or limited jurisdiction, or in a court of special ju­
risdiction. 

SPECIAL JURISDICTION COURT 
see court of l1a1ted or special jurisdiction 

, STATUS OFFENDER CAsE A juvenile case cat'agory that includes caS8S 
involving a juvenile whom a court has determined to need gui~ 
dance, treatment, or rehabilitation because of non-criminal 

._ misbehavior by the child. 

Synonym: child in need of supervision case (CINS, CHINS), 
person in need of supervision case (PINS), juvenile in tleed of 
supervision case (JINS), minor in need of supervision case 
(MINS) • 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- status offender case is a subcategory of the broad trial 

court classification juvenile case. See unit of count for 
instructions on counting cases. 

- neport the caseload inventory of juvenile cases according to 
the following subcategories: 
• Crtminal-type offender case 
• status offender case 
• Hon-offender case 
• Other juvenile matters 

- See pages 5-10 for case cat~gory classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page Ill. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

Annotation: This case category has been adoptAd from the 
classifications used by the OJJDP in the Department of Jus­
tice. 

For reporting purposes this case category subsumes several 
categories now in use in many states, variously called CHINS 
or CINS (child in need of supervision), PINS (person in need 
of supervision), MINS (minor. in need of supervision), JINS 
(juvenile in need of supervision), "child beyond control," 
"incorrigible," "wayward youth," "miscreant," etc. The cate­
gory deals with the child who requires guidance, treatment, or 
rehabilitation because of (a) habitual truancy from school; 
(b) habitual disobedience, being ungov~~nable, and beyond con­
trol of the person having custody of the child without sub­
stantial fault on the part of that person; (c) deportment that 
is injurious or endangers the child or others; or' (d) commit­
ment of an offense applicabll3 only to children. 

• 
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, STATUS OF PENDIHG CASBLOAD (appellate court) For statistical re­
porting purposes, the number of appellate cases that have 
reached the important processing events between their tiling 
and disposition. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- In reporting appellate court status of pending case load 

data, the following events in case processing should be in­
dicated in order to permit a count of the number of cases in 
that status: 
• Awaiting court reporter" s transcript 
• Awaiting appellant's.br1et 
• Awaiting respondent's brief 
• Ready for oral arsu-ent or su~ssion 
• Under adviSeMent 

- See age of ptinding caseLoad (appellate courts) for a sug­
gested time scale for case processing time. 

STATUS OF PENDING CASELOAD (trial court) 
see age of pending caseload (trial court) . . 

STRICitEH One ~eth.Jd by which a court removes a cue from the 
record or docket. 

Or)urt Statistical Usage: 
- Count under disa1ssed/nolle prosequi for crt.inal cases and 

traffic cases in trial oourts, and under disa1ssed/with­
drawn/settled for civil cases in trial courts. 

SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTIOI For statistical reporting purposes, 
the identification of a court action according to the nature 
of the issue in the case. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Report all court cases according to the subject matter at 

issue in the case, as indicated in the classification 
schemes on pages 5 and 6. The kind of remedy sought and the 
separate procedural steps in case processing are supplemen­
tary information that can be reported in addition, if the 
court desires. 

SUIT IN EQUITY 
see equity case 

SUMMARY PROCEDURE A method by which a case or controversy is de­
cided by a court in a prompt, simple manner without the aid of 
a jury, on an agreed or stipulated set of facts (as in summary 
judgment). 

I' ~ 
\ 
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Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify cases that are settled by summary procedure accord-

ing to the subject matter at issue. (See civil case.) 

Annotation: Commonly used in cases such as bankruptoy pro­
ceedings, landlord-tenant cases, SEll cl.aims, or unlawful en­
try and detainer, and in cases submitted to arbitration. 

# SUPPORT/CUSTODY CASE A ~ubcategory of da.estic relations case 
that includes cases filed to request a court to require main­
tenance of a spouse or child by a person who is required by 
law (either state statutes or the Uniform Reciprocal Enforce­
ment of Support Act) to provide such maintenance, or to re­
quest a court to make a determination ~egarding the control, 
care, or maintenance of a child. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify in trial court caseload inventory as a subheading 

under da.estic relations case, as follows:' 
• Marriage dissolution case 
• Support/custody case 
• Adoption case 
• Other d~estic relations case 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of sup­
port/custody cases should be reported under the appropriate 
category in the civil case manner of disposition scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposi tion, and Pl"ototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found op a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: URESA is the acronym for th~ Uniform Reciprocal 
Enforcement of Support Act. 

Ordinary support cases are those actions involving parties 
residing in the same state. URESA cases involve a plaintiff 
and defendant residing in dtffer::mi:. stiites, and are of two 
types: those where the defendant resides within the state and 
the plaintiff in another (often called "reciprocal support-­
in,") and those where the plaintiff resides within the state 
but the defendant resides in another state ("reciprocal sup­
port--out"). 

Marriage dissolution cases will include provisions for cus­
tody, support, alimony, and the like in the decree or judg­
ment. If later issues arise and are brought back into the 
court, these reopened cases should be classified according to 
subject matter, such as support/custody, a separate subcate­
gory of domestic relations case. 
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TAX ASSESSMENT COUNCIL 
see adainistrative aaency 

TERMINATION 
see .aDDer ot disposition 

TERMINATION OF PAR~NTAL RIGHTS 
see other da.estic relations case 

TESTATE 
see probate/wills/intestate case 

, TIME INTERVAL DATA For statistical reporting purposes~ the number 
of days (mean or median) required to process disposed cases, 
segmented according to important processing events. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- The time it takes to process cases should be reported for 

all cases, by case category. States should also preserve 
the date of key intermediate steps in case processing, and 
should define the particular nomenclature used for such in­
termediate steps. (See status of pending caseload.) 

- The mean, or average, time to process cases should be re­
ported as well as the median (time it takes to process the 
"middle" case). 

TL~E TO DISPOSITION DATA 
see tt.e interval data 

, TORT CASE A major classification category for civil cases that 
includes cases involving a court action resulting from an in­
jury or wrong committed either against a person or against a 
person's property by a party who either did something that he 
was obligated not to do, or failed to do something that he was 
obligated to do. 

Court Statistical Usa~~: 
- Tort case is a subcategory of the broad trial court classi­

fication civil case. See unit of count for instructions on 
counting cas'es. 

- Report the caseload inventory of tort cases in the following 
subcategories: 
• Auto tort case 
• Professional tort case 
• Product liability tort case 
• Other tort case 

I 
.~ 
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- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of tort 
cases should be reported under the appropriate category in 
the civil case manner of disposition scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a 
at page Ill. 

manner of 
For your 
foldout 

Annotation: Under the law of torts, an individual is en·· 
titled to be free from bodily injury, property injury, injury 
to his reputation, injury to his rights or privacy, or from 
interference with his business or right to make a living. 

Three elements of every tort action are: existence of a 
legal duty from defendant to plaintiff, breach of duty, and 
damage as a proximate result. 

Alienation of affection and loss of consortium are tort 
cases, and would be classified under other tort case. 

# TRAFFIC CASE A broad classification category for trial court 
caseload that includes cases involving an alleged violation of 

""c the traffic laws. 

Synonym: traffic actton 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Traffic cases should be reported separately from the other 

broad trial court case categories (civil, criminal, juve­
nile) because of the specialized case processing procedures 
involved, and to avoid inflation of criminal caseload fig­
ures because of the high volume of traffic cases. 

- Use the following subcategories to report the caseload in­
ventory of traffic cases: 
• DWI /DUI case 
• Other traffic violation case 
• Parking violation case 

- Count each original charging document filed as one traffic 
case. If the charging document contains multiple defen­
dants, then also count the defendants for internal p'urposes. 
Report both case and defendant dispositions in caseload in­
ventory. 

- When a state classifies a traffic case as a felony, it 
should be reported as a felony case rather than as a traf., 
fic case. Traffic cases that are misdemeanors should be 
classified as traffic cases, under the subheadings above. 

- Report all traffic violations other than DWI/DUI and park­
ing violations as other traffic violations. 

- Report parking violationa separately. The c~arging document 
is typically a citation, and the punishment is a fine, usu­
ally paid by mail or without a mandatory court appearance. 
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Juvenile traffic cases should be classified under traffic 
cases, not under juvenile cases. 

- Traffic case appeals should be classified under criminal 
case appeals. 

- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 
pending cases in caseload inventory, the number and type of 
trials and the disposition of the defendants should be re­
ported under the appropriate category in the traffic case 
.aDDer of disposition scheme. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

TRAFFIC CASE APPEAL 
see cr1a1nal case appeal 

# TRAFFIC CASE MANNER OF DISPOSITIOB The manner in which a traffic 
case pending before a trial court is disposed. 

~t Statistical Usage: 
- Report total traffic case dispositions by case category in 

caseload inventory: beginning pending (cases), filings, 
dispositions, end pending (cases). 
Report the aanner of disposition of traffic cases in trial 
courts as follows: 
• Jury trial 

COnviction (include guilty pleas during trial) 
Acquittal (include dismissals during trial) 

• Mon-jury trial 
Conviction (include guilty pleas during trial) 
Acquittal (include dismissals during trial) 

• Transferred (before/during trial) 
• Guilty plea (before trial) 
• Bail forfeitUre 
• Diaaisaed/nolle prosequi (before trial) 
• Parking fines ' 
• Other .aDDer of disposition 
The statistics in the subcategories under traffic case man­
ner of disposition should indicate the number and type of 
trials and the disposition of the defendants. (See proto­
type on page Ill). 
See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 

'convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 
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'TRANSFERRED For statistical reporting purposes, a manner of dis­
position in whioh a judicial order transfers a case from one 
court to another before hearing or trial in trial courts, and 
before a decision in appellate court~. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify as a manner of diaposition in appellate court cases. 

A new filing should be reported in the court to which the 
case is transferred. 

- Classify as a manner of disposition in trial court cases. 
- In order to' preserve trial data, report two counts for 

transferred cases: one for those transferred before trial 
begins, and one for those transferred during trial. 

- In criminal cases and traffic cases, transferred should in­
dicate a count of defendants. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

Annotation: Examples of transferred cases are a juvenile case 
moved from a juvenile court to an adult criminal court, a case 
shifted from a It.1ted jurisdiction court to a general juris­
diction court because the defendant exercises his right to de­
mand a jury trial, a general jurisdiction court cas~ moved to 
a federal district court, an appellate court oase moved from 
one appellate court to another, etc. 

Also included under transferred cases are such dispositions 
as change of ·venue. 

, TIEID DATA For statistical reporting purposes, caseload data for 
periods longer than one reporting period. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Caseload should be reported, by case category, for at least 

a five- and preferably a ten-year period ~n order to add 
perspective to case filing and disposition data and to help 
the user identify "bumps" in time interval data. 

'TRIAL The hearing and determination of issues of fact and law, in 
accordance with prescribed legal procedures, in order to reach 
a ju~t in a case before a court. In a civil case, the 
rights and liabilities of the parties involved are det.ermined. 
In a crtainal case, the guilt or innocence of the defendant is 
determined. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Repor.t complete trial data when the judgement is reached, 

including the verdict reached, as indicated under cr1ll1nal 
cue and traffic caSt) manner of disposition. In criminal 
cases and traffi.c cases trial data will apply to cases, 
whereas verdict data will give a defendant count. 
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- Specify the type of trial: jury or non-jury. In oivil oases 
.this is the only data required fo!' nationwide statistics. 

- Count the beginning of a jury trial at the point when the 
jury has been sworn and the first evidence introduoed. 
Count the beginning of a non-jury trial at the point when 
the fir~t evidence is introduoad. 

- Count a trial once it is begun, regardless of whether a 
jU~Dt is reached. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these proto~ypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

# TRIAL COURT A oourt, the primary fUnction of which is to decide 
cases. (See trial, oourt of general jurisdiotion, oourt of 
l1B1ted or special jurisdiotion.) 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify all courts of g6A;eral jurisdiction and courts of 

l1a1ted or special jurisdiction as trial oourts. Identify 
each court by name and subject·matter jurisdiotion. 

Annotation: For all trial court case categories recommended 
herein, the term trial court includes both·oourtsof general 
jurisdiction and courts of l1m1tedor special jurisdiction 
(unless otherwise indicated). 

In addition to having original jurisdiction, trial courts in 
many states also have inCidental appellate jurisdiction (see 
incidental appellate Jurisdiction). 

f TRIAL COURT CASE A major classification category for caseload in 
courts of general jurisdiction and courts of limited or spec­
ial jurisdiction that includes civil case, criminal case, 
traffic case, and juvenile case as broad subcategories. (See 
civil case, cr1a1nal case, traffic case, juvenile case). 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify trial court case load inventory according to the 

subject matter at issue in the case, using the following 
categories: 
• Clvil case 

Tort case 
Auto tort case 
Professional tort case 
Product liabil! ty tort ·oas.e 
Other tort case 

Contraot case 
Real property rights case 
Small claims,case 



Dolleatic rel&tions case 
Marriage dissolution case 
Support/custody case 
Adoption cue 
Other domeatic relations case 

Mental health case 
Estate case 

Probate/wills/intestate case 
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Guardianship/conservatorship/trusteeship case 
Other estate case 

Appeal case 
Appeal of adainistrative agency case 
Appeal of trial court case 

Extraordinary wr:t t case 
Postconviction remedy case 
Other civil case 

• Cr1ll1nal case 
Felony case 
Misdemeanor case 
Preliminary hearing (l1ll1ted jurisdiction court only) 
Ordinance (non-traffic) violation case 
Appeal case 

Appeal of trial court case 
Extraordinary writ case 
Postconviction remedy case 
Sentence review only case 
Other cr1ll1nal case 

• Traffic case 
DWl/DUl case 
Other traffic violation case 
Parking violation case 

• Juvenile cue 
Cr1ll1nal-type offender case 
Status offender case 
Non-offender case 
Other juvenile matters 

- See unit of count for instructions on counting cases. 
- In addition to the reporting of filings, dispositions, and 

pending cases in caseload inventory, the termination of 
trial court caseB should be reported in the appropriate 
category under manner of dispOSition, trial court case. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. 

TRIAL COURT CASELOAD INVENTORY 
see court caseload inventory 

trial court case 
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TRIAL DE HOVO A trial in which an appeal from a trial court is 
heard in a trial ·oourt as a completely new hearing of the 
case. j 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Count trial de novo as a manner of disposition in ciVil 

cases, crt.1nal cases, and traffic cases under jury trial 
or non-Jury trial. States may report a separate subheading 
undel' jUl'Y trials and non-jury trials if tracking trials de 
novo provides useful information. 

- Trials de novo should be counted at the time of the filing 
of the appeal in the trial court having incldental appellate 
jurladlctlon. 

Annotation: Trial de novo is not a synonym for new trial or 
retrial. 

Generally a trial de novo takes place in a trial court that 
is empowered by statute to review judgments of courts of lim­
ited jurisdiction. The lower court in some states is not a 
c~urt of record and so has no transcript to submit as the 
basis for appellate review. In this situation, an appeal 
heard in the trial court becomes a trial de novo. 

Trials de novo may be provid~d in other states from courts 
of record. (See court of record). When trials de novo are 
provided in this situation, a verbatim transcript of the first 
trial is not generally used, even though the first trial took 
place in a court of record. Still, the transcript of the 
ju~t from the first court can be used by the trial court 
hearing the appeal on the basis of its being accepted as a 
record. 

Some states have abolished trials de novo. 

TRUSTEE, TRUSTEESHIP 
see guardlanabip/conaervatorship/trusteeship case 

# UHOOITESTED/DBPAULT For statistical reporting purposes, a cate­
gory for reporting the manner of dispositlon of a civll case 
in which a: detendanteither chose not to, or failed to contest 
the plaintlf~'s allegation. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify as a trial court manner of disposition in civil 

cases. 
- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 

disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page 111. . 

,-
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# UNDER ADVISEMBIT For statistical reporting purposes, the status 
of the pending caaeload when the oral argument or hearing has 
been held or the case has been submitted to the court, but 
the court has not disposed of the case. 

Cour·t Statistical Usage: 
- In reporting appellate court status of pendingcaaeload 

data, the following points in case processing should be in­
dicated: 
• Awaiting court reporter's transcript 
• Awaiting appellant's brief 
• Awaiting respondent's brief 
• Ready for oral a~t or subaission 
• Under adviseDeDt 

- See 8ge of pending caaeload (appellate courts) for a sug­
gested time scale for measuring case processing time. 

UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE 
see contract case 

UNIFORM TRAFFIC CITATION 
see ca.plaint, traffic 

traffic case 

UNIT OF COUNT Any entity that is the basis for monitoring and re­
porting statistics by a court. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Although unit of count is not itself a statistical term, the 

units being counted determine statistical terms. 
- Count the filing with the clerk of court of a ·~pla~.nt or 

petition as the beginning of civil cases and of juvenile 
cases in trial courts. 

- Count the filing of the original charging document (com­
plaint, information, or indict.ent in crt.inal or traffic 
cases; ca.plaint, petition, or information in juvenile Cases 
of a criminal nature) as the beginning of the case in trial 
courts. Count multiple charges against one defendant as one 
case. Count each charging document. 

- If there is more than one defendant on a charging document, 
also count defendants for internal purposes, both at the 
time of filing and at the time of disposition. Report both 
case and defendant dispositions in caseload inventory. 

- A count of what happened to the defendant(s) should appear 
under cr1a1nal case manner of disposition and traffic case 
manner of disposition. 

- See consolidated trial and severance for further instruc­
tions. 
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In appellate courts count the notice of appeal in an appeal 
caee when it is filed in the appellate court. 

- Co'Unt the petition in a request to appeal case or an origi­
nal juriadiction case. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 

Annotation; If motions and oth1ar steps in case processing are 
being counted, they should be reported separately from case­
load inventory as part of caseflow. (See court caaeflow.) 

URESA 
see support/custody case 

VERDICT In criminal proceedings, the decision of the jury in a 
jury trial or of a judicial officer in a non-jury trial, that 
the defendant is guilty or not guilty of the offense for which 
he has been tried. (adapted from the Dictionary of Criminal 
Justice Data Terminology, second edition) . 

In civil proceedings, the decision of a jury or of a 
judicial officer concerning the matters at issue in the trial 
of a lawsuit. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
Report the kinds of verdicts in criminal cases and in traf­
fic cases as indicated under manner of disposition (page 8). 
These should indicate a defendant count. 

- In civil cases report only the terminations indicated under 
civil case manner of dispOSition (page 8). These will indi­
cate a case count. 

WAYWARD YOUTH 
s,ee status offender case 

WILLS 
see probate/wills/intestate case 

# WITHDRAWN For statistical reporting purposes, a manner of dispo­
sition for reporting cases that were formally filed in a 
court, but were withdrawn from the court by the plaintiff be­
fore the hearing or trial in trial courts, and before decision 
in appellate courts. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Classify as a manner of dispOSition in appellate court cases 

as follows: 
• Dismissed/withdrawn/settled 
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- Classify as a civil case manner of disposition in trial 
court cases up to the point the trial begins. After a trial 
begins, count the trial as the manner of disposition. 

- See pages 5-10 for case category classifications, manner of 
disposition, and prototypes for displaying both. For your 
convenience, these prototypes are also found on a foldout 
at page Ill. 

Annotation: At the trial court level, withdrawn has the same 
meaning for civil cases as nolle prosequi has for criminal 
cases. 

WITH/WITHOUT PREJUDICE 
see diSllissal 

WORKLOAD, COURT All matters, including caseload, handled by a 
court that involve time and effort. 

Court Statistical Usage: 
- Do not use as a synonym for C8seload. 
- Accurate measures of court workload require the reporting 

of these activities in addition to, and separate from, court 
caseload. Although this dictionary has not yet addressed 
any scheme for reporting court workload, each state will 
need to plan an appropriate format for reporting the 
workload handled by the courts. 

Annotation: In addition to handling caseload, court time is 
consumed in a great many other activities related to judicial 
office, including swearing in of other judges and officials, 
conferences, research, presiding over marriage ceremonies, 
correspondence, moot court, addressing civic and school 
groups, and so on. 

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BOARD 
see administrative agency 

WRIT A written court order directed to a specific person, requir­
ing that person to perform or refrain from performing a spe­
cific act. 

Synonym: process, court order 

Court Statistical Usage: 
If a writ is requested as a step in the processing of a 
case, it· should not be counted in caseload statistics. If 
a petition for a writ is the subject of a case, then that 
case should be classified as an extraordinary writ case in 
trial court caseflow, and as an original jurisdiction case 
in appellate court case flow , except for writ of certiora~i 
and writ of error, which are classified as requests to 
appeal. 
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WRIT OF CERTIORARI 
see request to appeal case 

WRIT OF ERROR 
see request to appeal case 

WRIT OF ERROR CORAM NOBIS 
see extraordinary writ case 

WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS 
see extraordinary writ case 

original jurisdiction case 
poatconviction reaedy case 

WRIT OF MANDAMUS 
see extraordinary writ case 

or1g1nal jurisdiction case 

WRIT OF PROHIBITION 
see extraordinary writ case 

original jurisdiction case 

WRIT OF QUO WARRANTO 
see extraordinary writ case 

or18inal jurisdiction case 

WRONGFUL DEATH 
see tort case 

auto tort case 
professional tort case 
product liability tort case 

ZONING BOARD 
see a~strative agency 
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Civil case request to appeal .................................. . 
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Product liability tort caD' •••••••••••• ,,,.,.! ....... ,;.. •••••••••••• 
Other tort ca •• , •••••••• ~." •••••• t •••••••• t~ •••••• · ••••••••••• 

Contract ca.a ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ .... ~'1;;;7 ••••••••••• 
Real property rilhtl ca ••••••••••••••••••••• ~"'.q ••............. 
5 .. 11 claiM cale. •••••••••••••• !!., •••• ,H •• _ ... ~· ................... . 
Dcautic relatione ca ............ "I%jo:.~ .. ~."~,. ... h' ••••••••••••••••••• 

Marriale di •• olution case •• ! ••••••••••••••••••••••• l! ••• , ....... 

Support/custody ca •• '.II •••••••• SO ••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••• 

A.doption ca' •.....•.............. ~ ...•... ~." .....•..•.... ', .•• 
Other dcautic relationa ca.e •••••••• , .................. ~ ••••• 

M'!ntal health cale •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• 
Elt.ate cal' ••••••• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• II.~ ••••••••••• 

Probate/wilii/inteitate CIS ••••••••••• '" •••••••••••••••••••• 
Gu.rdi.~hip/conlerv.torlhip/trUlt ... hip ca.e ................ . 
Oth.r .. tate cal ••••••••••••••••••••••• ( ••••••••••••••••••••• 

Appeal cale •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of Idll1niltrltive agency cale ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal of trial court ca •••••••••••• i •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Extraordinary writ caa ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Paatconvictian r .. edy cue ••••••••• , •• , •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other civil cale ••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••• & 

Total ciVil •••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Criminal caBe 
Felony cale •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••• 
Mia de1leanar cate ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• 
Prel1.minary hearing (limited jurtadiction court only) ...... II •• 
Ordinance violation call , ••••••••••••• t •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Appeal cale .................................................... . 

Appeal of trial court cal •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 
Extraordinary writ Clle •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Poetconvictian relledy Clae ............................ , ••••••••• 
Sentence review only cale ••••••••• ~ •••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••• 
Other c:.riftinal ca.e •••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••• 

Total criminal •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Traffic: ca •• 
llWI/DUI •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other traffic violltion •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Parking vil)lation ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , •••••••••• 

Total traffic •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Juvenile case 
Criminal-type offender case •• ( ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Status offender case •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Non-offender case •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Other juvenile matters ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

T otal juv~ntle •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Grand total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• , •••••• 

Ctvil case _nner of disposition .... II •• 
Jury trial [caSei 1 ................... . 
Non-jury trial [caaes] ••••••••••••••• 
Uncontested/default [cases] ••• fl'" ••• 
Dismissed/withdrawn/settled [eases] •• 
Tr!lllBferred {casu I ....•........•.... 
Arbif',.'ation [caau] •••••••••••••••••• 
Other I'l8nner of dlspaalt10n [caSel] 

Hanner of diepaeition, tri.l court calea 

Criminal manner ut diapOlition •••••••••••••••• 

,; 

Jury trial [1'!8Ses] , ........................ . 
Conviction [defendants] ••••••••••••••••• 

Guilty plea ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal [dufendants] •••••••••••••• t ••• 

Die.itled •••••••• li ••••••• ; •••••••••••• 

Non-jury trill [ca.es 1 ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Conviction [defendantl}' ••••••••••••••••• 

·Guiltl' plea ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Acquittal [d~fendantl J ................ .. 

DisTllisled ••••• ~., ••••••••••••••• , •••••• 
Dilailsed/noUe prOlequi [defendantl] •••••• 

'~;~:Sf:::~ [t:!::::~:~ J'::::::::::::::::::: 
Guilty pleaa [defe~~!:"'tUI] •••••••••••••••••• 
aail forfeiture [defendantl] ••••••••••••••• 
Other manner of dilpOlition (defendants 1 ••• 

.'. 

Traffic _nner of -d1Ipa.ition •• 0 ...... . 

Jury trial [calee J ••••• t •••••••••••• " 
COlwiction [defendantl) •••••••••• 
Acquittal [defendant'] ••••••••••• , 

Non-jury trial (defendantl) ••••••••• 
ConViction [defenaanu) ~,. •••••••• 
Acquittal [defendant. ] ••••••••••• ' 

Tr.Mf.rred (defendant.] •••••••••••• 
Gunty pl •• (derendont. J .......... .. 
Ba11 forfeiture (defendantl} •••••••• 
Dl •• ll1ed/noUe p .... qul (derendont. J 
Parkirc fin. [defendanta] ••• , •••••• 
Other _nner of d1lpOlit1on (defenu. 



Bibliography 

D1ctloaary sources: 

Auerbach Associates, Inc., Criminal Justice Glossary (Draft II, 
unpublished) 

Ballentine, James A., Ballentine's Law Dictionary (San Fran­
cisco, california: Bancroft-Whitney Co., 1969) 

Black, Henry Campbell, Black's Law Dictionary (St. Paul, Minne­
sota: West Publishing Co., 1968) 

Fricke, Charles W., 5000 Criminal Definitions (Los Angeles, 
california: Legal Book Corporation, 1968) 

Gilmer, Wesley, Cochran's Law Dictionary (Cincinnati, Ohio: 
The W.H. Anderson Company, 1973) 

National Criminal Justice Information and Statistics Service, 
Dictionary of Criminal Justice Data Terminology, First 
Edition (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 1976); Second edition [1980] 

Radin, Max, Radin Law Dictionary (Dobbs Ferry, New York: 
Oceana Publiciations, Inc., 1970) 

Shapiro, Irving, Dictionary of Legal Terms (Jamaica, New York: 
Gould, 1969) 

Gloaaary sources: 

Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Glossary of 
Terms Used in the Federal Courts (July 1975) 

Alameda County Municipal Court Training Project, Municipal Court 
Clerk Glossary (california Office of Criminal Justice 
Planning) 

American Academy of Judicial Education, Glossary (of legal terms 
commonly used in courts of limited jurisdiction) 

American Bar Association, Law and the Courts 

American Judicature Society and National Cente~ for State 
Courts, Citizens' Handbook on Maine Courts 

Institute of Judicial Administration (Fannie J. Klein), A Guide 
to Court Systems (New York: Institute of' Judicial 
Administre:tion, 1966) 



114 B1bl1ogr,aphy 

Indiana State Bar Association, Handbook for Indiana Jurors 

Krogfoss, Robert B. (ed.), Manual for the Legal Secretarial 
Profession (St. Paul p Minnesota: West Publishing Co., 1965) 

Michigan Judicial Institute, ~)ook of Legal Terms 

National College for Juvenile Just.ice, Glossary of Selected 
Legal Terms for Juvenile Justice Personnel 

Office of Continuing Education for State Court Personnel, Clerk 
of Court Manual, Appendix A (Legal Terminology), Supreme 
Court of Minnesota 

Oregon Judicial College, Handbook of Legal Terms 

Other source.: 

American Bar Association Task Force on Appellate Procedure, 
Efficiency and J~stice in Appeals: Methods and Selected 
Materials (Chicago: ABA, 1978) 

Advisory Council for Appellate .. Tustice, Appellate Justice: 
!212, Volume III: Criminal Justice on Appeal (National 
Center for State Courts and the Federal Judicial Center; 
1975) 

Appellate Statistics Committee, ABA Appellate Judges' 
Conference, Proposed Standar'ds for Appellate Court 
Statistics (Denver: National Center for State Courts, 1973) 

Klein, Fannie J., Federal and State Court Systems--A Guide 
(,Cambridge, Massachusetts: Ballinger Publishing Company, 
1977) 

Leflar, Robert A., Internal Operating Procedures of Appellate 
Courts (Chicago: American Bar Foundation, 1976) 

Martindale--Hubbell Law Directory (Summit, New Jersey: 
Martindale--Hubbell, Inc., 1980) 

Millar, Robert Wyness, Civil Procedures. in the Tr~l Court in 
Historical Perspective (New York: The Law Center of New 
York University for the National Conference of Judicial 
Councils, 1952) 



~ 

, 
I 

Bibliography 115 

National Conference of State Trial Judges, The State Trial 
Judge's Book, Second Edition (St. Paul, Minnesota: West 
Publishing Co., 1969) 

National Court Statistics Project, State Court Caseload 
Statistics: Annual Report, 1975 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. 
Govt. Printing Office, 1979) 

National Court Statistics Project, State Court Caseload 
Statistics: The State of the Art (Washington, D.C.: U.S. 
Govt. Printing office, 19'78) -



I 

Index 

Defined terms are in boldface. 
Court statistical terms are preceded by'. 
Cross-referenced terms are in ordinary type. 

ABATEMENT BY DEATH OF DEFENDANT 
see other maDDer ofdiapoaitiqn, crt.1nal case 

ABSCONDED 
see 'other maDDer of disposition, cria1nal case 

, ACQUITTAL • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 11 
ACTIO. (court) •••••••••••••••••••••• 11 
ACTION AT LAW 

see law case 
ACTIVE CALENDAR 

see calendar 
ADJUDICATION WITHHELD 

see cODviction 
ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES 

see probate/wills/inteatate case 
ADMDlISTRATlVE AGOCI • • • • • • • • • • 

, DOPTIOB CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
ADVISORY JURY 

see jury trial 

. . 
., ADVISORY OPDIOR CASE •• . . . . 
,AFFIRMED ••••••• 

AFl<'IRMED AND MODIFIED 
see affirmed 

iFFIRMED AND REMANDED 
see rellallded 

. . . . ' .. 

AFFIRMED IN PART, REVERSED IN PART 
see reversed 

. . . . . 

· . . · . . . . . . 
· . . . . . . · . . . . . . 

, AGE OF PINDIRG CASELOAD (appellate courts) ••••• 
, AGE OF PENDING CASELOAD (trial courts) •••••••• 

AGENCY APPEAL 
see appeal of adls1D1strative agenGY case 

ALCOHOL, ALCOHOLICS 
see DWl /DUI 

aental health cue 
ALIENATION OF AFFECTION 

see other tort case 
ALIMONY 

see support/custody case 
other daaest1c relations case 

. . 

12 
12 

13 
13 

14 
15 
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ANNULMENT 
see aarriage diaaolutionoaae 

, APPEAL CASE (appellate court) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
I APPElL CASE (trial court) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
" APPElL 'OF ADMII1ISTRlTlVE lGlllet 'CASE (appellate courts) 
I APPEAL OF 'ADMIRISTRlTIVE AGUCt .. CASE (trial courts) 
I APPEAL OF TRIAL COURT CASE (heard in trial court) • • • • • 
I APPEAL OF RIGB'l' /DISCRE'I'IOIARYREVIEW • • • • • • • • • • • 
i APPEJ..L&TE OOURT • • • • • • • • • • • • 
_, APPELLATE COURT CASE • • • • • • • • • 

APPELLATE COURT CASELOAD INVENTORY 
see court caseload inv,ntory 

appellate court 'cae. 
APPLICATION FOR APPEAL/REVIEW 

see request to' appeal case 
APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO APPEAL 

see request to appeal case 

. . . . · . . . . . . . . . · . . . . . 

I ARBITIATIOI • • • • • • • • • • 
AUTOMOBILE NEGLIGENCE 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
'. see auto tort case 
, lUTO TORT CASE ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, lWAITIRG APPELLIIT'S BRIIF • • • • • • • • • • 
, lW1ITIRG COURT REPORTER'S TJWlSCRIPT ••••• 
I AWAITIHG RESPOIIDBlfT'S BRIEF • • • • • • • • • • 

· . . . . . · . . 
· . . . . . 

, BAIL ..FORl'EITURE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
BASTARDY 

see other dc.eatic relations caae 
, BEGIHHIHG PElDIBG (cases) ••••••••••••••••• 

BENCH TRIAL 
see no~jury trial 

BIND OVER 
see bound over 

I BOUHD OVE! ••••• 
BREACH OF CONTRACT 

see contract case 
CII,EllDO, • • • • • • 

CASE 
see court case 

CASE FLOW 
see court caaeflow 

CASELOAD 
seecour.t caaeload 

CASE LOAD INVENTORY 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

see 'courtcaaeload inventory 
CERTIFIED QUESTION 

see adviaory opinion case 
CERTIFIED TO AN ADULT COURT 

see cr~nal-tJPe ottender case 

16 
17 
18 
19 
19 
20 
20 
21 

22 

22 
23 
23 
24 
24 

25 

25 

25 
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CERTIORARI, WRIT OF 
see request to appeal case 

writ 
CHANCERY 

see equity 
CBlHGE OF VENUE • • • • • • 
CHARGING DOCUMENT 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
see ca.pla1nt, cr~l 

caaplaint, traffic 
filing 
information 
indic1aeDt 
unit of count 

CHILD ABUSE, ABANDONMENT 
see non-oftencler case 

CHILD BEYOND CONTROL 
see status offender case 

CHILD IN NEED OF SUPERVISION (CHINS, GINS) 
status offender case 

CHILD MARRIAGE 
see other juvenile matter 

CHINS, CINS, PINS, JINS, MINS 
see status offender case 

, CIVIL CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . * CIVIL CASE APPElL • • • • • • . . . . 
, CIVIL CASE MADER OF DISPOSI'1'01f ••• 

CLAIMANT 
see plaintiff 

CO-DEFENDANT 
see defendant 

COMPLAINANT 
see plaintiff 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

OOIlKJN LAW • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1.11 • • • • • • • • • • 

COMMITMENT, COMMITMENT REVIEW 
see mental health case 

OOMPLAINT, CIVIL • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
COMPLAINT, CRIMIIIAL • • • • • • • • • • . . 
COMPLAINT, TRAFFIC • • • • • • • • . . . . . . 
OOHCURREHT JURISDICTION • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
CONDEMNATION 

see real property rights case 
CONSERVATOR, CONSERVATORSHIP 

see guardianah1p/conaervatorsh1p/truateeahip case 
CONSOLIDATED CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUE 

see original jurisdiction case 
, COif TRACT CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

CONTRIBUTING TO DELINQENCY 
see crillinal case 

26 

27 
28 
29 

29 

30 
30 
31 
31 

31 

32 



120 Index 

CONTRIBUTING TO DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT 
see crt.1nal case 

# OONVICTIOI ••••• • • • • • 
CORAM NOBIS 

. . . . · . . . . . . . . . 
. see extraordinary writ case 

CORPORATE TRUSTS 
see other probate case 

COURT • • • .'. • • • • • . . . . . . . . . · . . · . . . . 
OOURT' CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
'ooURTCASEFLOW • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • 

, ooURT CASELOAD • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, ooURT CASELOAD IRVEllTORY • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

COURT, INTERMEDIATE APPELLATE 
see intermediate appellate court 

ooURT OF GENERAL JURISDICTION • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
COURT OF L4ST RESORT ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
ooURT OF LIMITED OR SPECIAL JURISDICTIOJl ••••••• 
ooUilT OF REooD • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
COURT TRIAL 

see DOn-jury trial 
COURT WORKLOAD 

see workload, court 
, CRIMIJIAL CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, CRIMINAL CASE APPEAL •••••••• 
, CRIMINAL CASE M&t3IER OF DISPOSITIOI • 

CRIMINAL NON-STJPl?O.RT 
see cr1 • i nal case 

. • · • · · 
• • · • 

• • • · · · • · . · • · · • 
• • · · • 

, CRIMINAL-TIPEOFFDDER CASE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
CUSTODY 

see support/custody case 
DEBT 

see oontract case 
DECEDENT'S ESTATE 

see probate/wills/i~testate case 
DEFAULT 

see Doncontested/default 
, DBFDDAIIT • • • • .• • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

DELINQUENCY 
see cr1ll1nal-type offender cue 

DENIED 
see granted/denied 

DEPENDENCY AND NEGLECT 
see non-ottender case 

DIRECTED VERDICT TRIAL 
see jury trial 

, DISCIPLINARY MATTER • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

33 
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DISCIPLINARY REVIEW BOARD OF A CORRECTIONS AGENCY 
see adl'i1niatrative aaency 

DISCRETIONARY JURISDICTION 
see mandatory jurisdiction/discretionary jurisdiction 

DISCRETIONARY REVIEW 
see appeal of right/discretionary rev,iew 

I DISMISSED • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
# DISMISSED/NOLl$ PROSEQUI 
# DISMISSED/WITHlJRAWN/SETTLED 

DISPOSED 
see disposition 

. . . . 
· . . . . . . . . · . . . 

# DISPOSITION • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
DIVERSION 

see criminal case manner of disposition 
other manner of dispOSition, criminal c~es 

DIVORCE 
see marriage dissolution case 

I DOMESTIC RELATIONS CASE •• 
DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
see DWl/DUI case 

DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED 
see DWl/DUI case 

DRUGS 
see felony 

misdeaeanor 
DWl /DUI case 

# DWl /DU! CASE • • • • . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
EMINENT DOMAIN 

see real property rights case 
# END PENDING (cases) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .0 • • • • 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
see adlllinistrative agen"y 

EQUITY.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
EQUITY- CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • It • • 

ERROR, WRIT OF 
see request to appeal case' 

writ 
# ESTATE CASE • • • • • • • • • • 

EXECUTORS OF ESTATES 
see probate/wills/intestate case 

EXTRADITION 
see other criminal case 

EXTRAORDINARY REMEDY/RELIEF 
see extraordinary writ case 

original jurisdiction case 
EXTRAORDINARY WRIT (appellate court) 

seeor1g1nal jurisdiction case 

. . . . . . . . . . . 
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, EXTRAORDINARY WRIT CASE (trial court) • • • • • • • • • •• 49 
FAMILY ACTIONS 

see dODeStic relations case 
, FELONY CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 50 

FELONY PRELIMINARY HEARING 
see pre11ll1nary hearins 

felony 
FILED 

see filing 
'FILING • • • • 

FILING DOCUMENT 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

see complaint, civil 
complaint, crill1nal 
complaint, tr.attic 
filing 
indiotllent 
information 
notice of appeal 
petition 
un! t of count 

FORECLOSURE 
see real property rights case 

F'UGITIVE 
see other manner of disposition, cr1ll1nal cases 

FULL OPINION 
see opinion 

GARNISBMEIIT • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
GENERAL JURISDICTION COURT 

see court of general jurisdiction 
GIFTS TO MINORS 

see othereatate case 

. . . . . . ~ . . . . 

51 

52 

'GRANTED/DENIED • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 52 
, GUARDIANSHIP/CONSERVATORSHIP/TRUSTEESHIP CASE • • • • • 53 

GUILTY PLEA BY WAIVER 
see bail forfeitur.e 

, GUILTY PLEA • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 54 
HABEAS CORPUS, WRIT OF 

see extraordinary wr.it case 
original jurisdiction case 
poatconvict1on re.edy case 
writ 

INACTIVE STATUS 
see other manner of dispOSition, c~vil and criminal 

INCIDENTAL APPELLATE JURISDICTION • • • • • • • • • • • 55 
INCOMPETENCY 

see Ilental health case 

j 
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INCORRIGIBLE CHILD 
see status o~tend.r aue 

IIDlctMEIT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . 
IRPORMATIOI • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • 
INFRACTIOI • • • • • • • • • • • • 
INHERITANCE 

see probate/wills/intestate aue 

• • • • • • • 

INJUNCTIOIi • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
INTERLOcUTORY APPEAL • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
INTERMEDIATE APPELLlTE COURT ••• • • • • • • • • • 
INTESTATE 

see probate/Wills/inteatate aue 
INVENTORY 

see oourt oaaeload inventory 
JUDGE TRIAL 

see non-jury trial 

• • • 

· . . 
• • • 
• • • 

JUDCI4BIIT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
JURISDICTIOI • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

I JURY TRIAL • • • • • • • Q • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

, JUVElilLE CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, JUVElilLE CASE APPEAL • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, JUVENILE CASE DISPOSITIOI • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

JUVENILE IN NEED OF SUPERVISION (JINS) 
see status of'teDder case 

LANDLORD AND TENANT 
see real property rights aue 

LAW CASE •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT CASE 

see original jurisdiotion oaae 
LICENSING BOARDS . 

see a~n18trative agenoy 
LIEN 

see real property rights case 
LIMITED JURISDICTION COURT 

see ooW't or l1m1ted or special jurisdiotion 
LOSS OF CQNSORTIUM 

sere ot:ter tort; oue 
MAJORIf.¥ OPINION 

se~ op,1nlon 
t-rAJOR Til:l \,L COURT 

B·ae' O(711.1rt of general jurisdiotion 
MALPRACTI\~E 

see plroteaaional tort case 
MANDAMUS, WRIT OF 

see e~t~aord1D&ry writ oue 
MODATORY JURISDICTIOII/DISCRETIONARY JURISDIC,'TION • 

# MAQ£R OF. DISPOSITION, APPELLATE COURT CASE • • • • 
fit • It • . . . . 
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57 
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MANNER OF DISPOSITION, CIVIL CASE 
see civil case maDDer ot disposition 

MANNER OF DISPOSITION, CRIMINAL CASE 
see crilliDal case aDDer of disposition 

MANNER OF DISPOSITION, TRAFFIC CASE 
, see traftic case armer ot dtsposttton 

, MADER OF DISPOSITION, TRIAL COURTCJSE •••••• 
, MARRIAGE DISSOLUTIOI ClSE • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

MEAN 
see t1lle interval data 

MEDIAN 
see t1lle 1nter.al data 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
see protesatonal 't'ort caae 

• • • • 
• • • • 

" Mml)JWO)UMDBCISIOI • • • • • • 
MENTAL COMMITMENT OF A MINOR 

. . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . 
see other Juvenile matter 

63 
65 

65 

, MBliT1L HBlL'l'H CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 66 
MENTAL ILLNESS 

see JleDtal health case 
MINOR IN NEED OF SUPERVISION (MINS) 

see status offender case 
MISCREANT 

see status of'tender case 
, MIBDIMEAIIOR CASE ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 67 

MISTRIAL 
see jury tr1al 

'lmDIFIBD •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 68 
MOTOR VEHICLE TORT 

see auto tort case 
NAME CHANGE 

see other ctvtl case 
NEGLECT 

see non-ottendercase 
NEGLIGENCE 

see tort case 
HEWTBIAL ••••• ~ ••••••••••••••• ~ ••• 

, IOLLE PROSEQUI ••• 
NOLO CONTENDERE 

see auilty plea 

. . . . . • • • • • • • • • . . . 
, NOlI-JURY TRIAL • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, ROR-oFFBIIDER CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

NON-SUPPoRT 
see support/custody case 

other cr1ld.nal case 
da.estlc relations case 
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NON VULT CONTENDERE 
see guilty plea 

NO PROBABLE CAUSE 
see prelta1nary hearing 

probable caUse 
RO'l'ICE OF APPEAL • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

, OPDION • til • • • • • II • • • • • • • • tI • .. • • • 

, ORDER (appellate) • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 
, ORDIRDCE (lOll-TRAFFIC) VIOLATION CASE •••••••• 

ORIGINAL JURISDICTIOR • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, ORIGIRAL JURISDICTIOH CASE • • • • • • • • 
, ORIGllfAL PROCEEDllfG CASE • • • • • • • • • • 
, OTHER CIUL CASE • • • • •• • • • • • • • • 
, OTHER CRI2UMAL CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, OTHER ~JgSTIC RELATIORS CASE ••••••••••••• 
, OTHER ESTATE CASE • • .' • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, OTHER JUVEIIILE HAtTERS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, OTHER MARlIER OF DISPOSITION, APPELLATE CASES • • • 
, OTHER MADER OF DISroSITIOR, CIVIL CASES ••••••••• 
, OTHER MAPER OF DISPOSITION, CROOIlAL CASES •••• 
, OTHER HARNER OF DISPOSITION, TRAFFIC CASES • • • 
, OTHER TORT CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, OTHER TRAFFIC VIOLATION C!\SE • • • • • • • 
, PARKIRG FiliES • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, PARKIRG VIOLATION CASE • • • • • • • • • • • 

PAROLE BOARD 
see a~n1stratiye agency 

PARTITION 
see real property ri,~ts case 

PARTY • • • • • • • • • ,~ • • • • 
PATERNITY 

see other da.estic relations case 
PAYMENT OF FINE 

see guilty pltl8. 
parking fines 

. . . . . . . . . . . 

# PElfDIIIG • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
PER CURIAM OPINIOIf • 
PERSONAL INJURY 

see tort case 
auto tort cue 

. . 

professional tort case 
product liability tort cue 

PERSON IN NEED OF SUPERVISION (PINS) 
see status offender case 

PETITIO. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
PETITIONER 

see plaintiff 
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PETITION FOR APPEAL/REVIEW 
see request to appeal case 

PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI 
. see request to appeal case 

PUDTIPP ••••••••••• . . . • • • • • • • • . . . 
I POSTOOIVICTION REMEDY CASE • • • • • • • • • • 

POSTTRIAL HEARING (JUVENILE) 
see cr1a1D8l~tJPe offender case 

. . . . 
PRBLIMIRARY HBARIRG • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • • • • • • • 

, PRELIMIRARY HIlRIRG (LIMI1'BD JURISDICTIOR OOORT OILY) ••• 
PREROGATIVE WRIT 

see extraord1na1'f writ case 
or1g1Dal jurisdiction cue 

PRETRIAL HEARINGS (JUVENILE) 
see cr1a1nal-type otteDder case 

PRIVATE RIGHTS 
see civil case 

PROBABLE CAUSE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
, PROBATE/WlLLS/IIIDSTATB CASE •••••• • • • • • • • • • 
, PRODUCT LIABILITY TORT CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • 
I PROFESSIORlL TORT CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

PROHIBITION, WRIT OF 
see extraordinary writ case 

PROMISSORY AGREEMENT 
see contract case 

PROPERTY DAMAGE 
see "tort cue 

PUBLIC INTEREST CASE 
see or1g1nal jurisdiction cue 

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
see adld.n1atrati:9'e &pacy 

PUBLIC WRONGS 
see cr1a1nal case 

QUIET TITLE 
see real property ri8hta case 

QUO WARRANTO, WRIT OF 
see extraordinary writ cue 

REACTIVATED CASE 
seereopeDed caee 

# RUDY FOR OUL ARGUIBIT 01 SUBlUSSIO. • • • ~ • • • • • • • 
I REAL PROJPERTY RICDrl'S CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

RECIPROCAL SUPPORT 
see ayPport/ouatody case 

RlBlARIIG RIQUIST • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
REINSTATED 

see reopened o .. e 
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I REMAIIDED • • • • • • • • • • . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
RENT CQNTROL BOARD 

see adllin1strative agency 
I F~OPENED CASE • • • • • • 

REPLEVIN 
see other civil case 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I REQUEST TO APPEAL CASE •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

RESPONDENT 
see defendant 

# REVEBSED • • • • • • • 
REVERSED AND DISCHARGED 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
see reversed 

# REVERSED AIID REMAIIDBD • • • • • • 
, SEITENCE REVIEW OILY CASE • • • • • 

SENTENCE WITHHELD 
see conviction 

SEPARATE MAINTENANCE 
see support/custody case 

# SETTLEMEIIT • • • • • > • • • • • • 

. . . . . . . . . . . 

· . . . . . ~ . 
SEVERANCE • • • • • • • • • • • • · . . . . . . . 
SIGNED OPINION 

see opinion 
, SHALL CLAIMS CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

SPECIAL JURISDICTION COURT 
see court of l1m1tedor special jurisdiction 

# STATUS OFFBIJDER CASE • • • • • • • • • • • • 
# STATUS OF PENDING CASELOAD (appellate court) 

STATUS OF PENDING CASELOAD (trial Court) 
see age of pending caseload (trial court) 

. . . 
. . . . . 

STRICID • • • • • • • • • • · . . . . . . . . . . . . 
SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
SUIT IN EQUITY 

see equity case 
SUMMARY PROCEDURE • • • • • • • • • • 

I SUPPORT/CUSTODY CASE •• • • • • • • 
TAX ASSESSMENT COUNCIL 

see adllin1strative agency 
TERMINATION 

see .aDDer of disposition 
TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS 

see other da.estic relations case 
TESTATE 

see probate/wills/intestate case 

· . . . · . . . . . . . 

, TIME IIITERVAL DATA • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
TIME TO DISPOSITION DATA 

see t~ interval data 
, TORT CASE •••••••••• 
# TRAFFIC CASE • • • • • • • • 

TRAFFIC CASE AtPEAL 
see criainal case appeal 
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, TRlPFIC CASE MARNER OF DISPOSITIOM · . 
, TRAIISFERRED • • • • • • • . . .' . · . . . 
, TREID DATA • • • • • • • • • . . . . · . 
, TRIAL • • • • • 
# TRIAL COURT • 

. . . . . · . . . . . . 
, TRIAL COURT CASE • • • • • • • • • • • 

TRIAL COURT CASE LOAD INVENTORY 
see court caaeload inventory 

trial court case 

. . . . 
. . 

TRIAL DE ROVO • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
TRUSTEE, TRUSTEESHIP 

see guardSansbip/conservatorship/trusteesbip case 
, URCORTESTED/DBFAULT • • • • • • • • • • 
I UllDER ADVISEMEIiT • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •.• 

UNIFORM COMMERCIAL CODE 
see contract case 

UNIFORM TRAFFIC CITATION 
see ca.plaint, traffic 

traff'ic case 

· . . · . . 

· . . 

· . . 

UlfIT OF COURT • • • • • • • • 
URES'A 

· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
see support/custody case 

VERDIC'l' • • • • • • ... • • • • · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
WAYWARD YOUTH 

see status of'f'ender case 
WILLS 

see probate/wills/intestate case 
, WITHDRAWN • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

WITH/WITHOUT PREJUDICE 
see di8lll1ssed 

. . . . . . . . . . . 
WORKLOAD, COURT • • • • 
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BOARD 

see administrative agency 

· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
WRIT • • • • • • • • • • • • 
WRIT OF CERTIORARI 

see request to appeal case 
WRIT OF ERROR 

see req~est to appeal case 
WRIT OF ERROR CORAM NOBIS 

· . . . . . . . . . . . . " . 

see extraordinary writ case 
WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS 

see extraordinary writ case 
original jurisdiction case 
PaatcoDviction remedy case 

WRIT OF MANDlll-1US 
see extraordinary writ case 

original jurisdiction case 
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WRIT OF PROHIBITION 
see extraord1llary writ case 

or1s1Dal jurlac11otlon caee 
WRIT OF QUO WARRANTO 

see extraordinary writ case 
or1&1Dal jurladiotlon case 

WRONGFUL DEATH 
see tort caae 

auto tort cue 
proteaalonal tort cue 
product liab1l1ty tort cue 

ZONING BOARD 
see adain1atratlve asenoy 
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