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INTRODUCTION

-~ -
The following report is a brief description of court commitments
to the Massachusetts county facilities (houses of correction) during
1977. 1Included is information regarding institution committed to,
month committed, present offense, sentence, age at incarceration, sex
and marital status. The tables in this report were derived from
data collected by the Data Processing Unit and were produced on the
Massachusetts State College Computer Network.

In reading the tables in this report the reader should note
the following: (1) the commitment population is divided according
to the institution committed to, (2) the top number in each cell
represents the number of individuals who fall into the corresponding
category' in the table, and (3)- the bottom number in each cell
represents the percentage of the number of individuals in a
particular category to the total number of commitments from that
institution (column percents). For example upon referring to Table
1l on page 4, month committed is presented and the following types
of information can be obtained:

(1) The total number of individuals broken down by committing
institution is labeled and presented horizontally.

(2) The specific months are labeled and presented vertically.

(3) Of the 4,169 individuals committed during 1977, 760 were
committed to Billerica.

(4) Of the 760 individuals committed to Billerica, 78 (10%)
were committed in January. :




During 1977, there were 4,169 persons sentenced to the county
facilities. This represents the third lowest number of commitments
in over 40 years, (The lowest was 2,903 during 1974 and the second
lowest was 3,415 during 1975). Thus the number of commitments to
houses of correction continues to experience a downward trend.

INSTITUTIONS

Each institution includes the county house of correction and
- jail except for Suffolk County. Deer Island is the Suffolk County
House of Correction and Charles Street is the Suffolk County jail.
The county facilities with the highest percentage of commitments
are Billerica and Worcester, both receiving 18% of the commitment
populations during 1977. Over the last few years, Billerica has
continually received higher percentages of commitments ranging
from 13% in 1968 to 21% in 1976; however, this year this trend has
begun to reverse.

PRESENT OFFENSE

- The majority of commitments (84%) are for non-person offenses
(47% for offenses against property, 8% for drug offenses and 29%
for other offenses). The single offense for which individuals were.
most frequently sentenced was Burglary (18%). Over the past two
years the proportions of commitments for property offenses has decreased
while drug and "other" offense proportions have increased slightly.

SENTENCE

‘Sentences to county facilities may not exceed 2-1/2 years.
The majority of sentences are for 3 months or less (51%) which in-
cludes commitments in lieu of fines.



AGE AT COMMITMENT

The medium age for commitments to houses of correction is 23
years old which is the same as commitments to state facilities for
1977. Over the years the medium age has been lowering; however,
this trend appears to be stabilizing at 23 years old.

. SEX

The vast majority of commitments were male (98%), Women were
committed only to Worcester, Springfield, Plymouth, Plttsfleld,
Dedham, Northampton and Barnstable counties. .

" MARITAL STATUS

Most individuals (64%) were single while the rest (36%) were
either married, divorced, widowed or separated.
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FOOTNOTES

Other sex offenses includes adultry,  fornication, indecent

exposure,

gross lewdness.

Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

moOww

includes
includes
includes
includes
includes

lewd and lascivious cohabitation and open and

-

heroin and morphine

cocaine,opium, amphetamines and barbituates
hallucenogens

marijuana

percodan and other prescription drugs.









