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INTRODUCTION

ACQUISITIONS

This report is a statistical description of ‘characteristics of
court commitments to the Massachusetts Department of Correction durin
1977.* The tables which follow contain information on history of
present offense, personal background characteristics, and criminal
history of admissions from the courts to MCI-Walpole, Concord and
Framingham. These tables were derived from the computerized data
base developed by the Correction and Parole Management Information
System (CAPMIS) and produced by the Research Unit of the Massachusetts
Department of Correction on the Massachusetts State College Computer
Network (MSCCN).

In reading the tables in this report the reader should note the
following: (1) the commitment population is divided according to the
institution committed to, (2) the top number in each cell represents
the number of individuals who fall into the corresponding category
in the table, and (3) the bottom number in each cell represents the
percentage of the number of individuals in a particular category to

the total number of commitments from that institution (column percents).

For example upon referring to table I on page 2, court from which
committed is presented and the following types of information can be
obtained:

(1) The total number of individuals broken down by committing
institution, This is labeled and presented horizontally
across the head of the table.

(2) The specific courts are labeled and presented vertically.

(3) Of the 1145 individuals committed during 1977, 467 were
committed to Walpole.

(4) Of the 467 individuals committed to Walpole, 8 (2%) were
committed from Barnstable Superior Court.

* In 1977, a teachers strike resulted in 28 civil commitments to
MCI Framingham. Data concerning these commitments was not
collected in the normal manner; hence were not included in the
CAPMIS data base.
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Pages 47 and 48

All women are committed to
Framingham; Men who receive

an indefinite sentence are
committed to Concord, others
who receive a definite sentence
(i.e., a minimum and a maximum
sentence) are committed to
Walpole

Court from which committed

A. Municipal Courts are lower
courts of Suffolk County

B. District courts are lower
cocurts of all other counties

Minimum sentence

Indeterminate sentence are senten-
ces without a minimum term,

parole eligibility is determined
by the Parole Board-regulations

Present Offense

The most serious charge is listed
if the commitment is for more
than one offense

Drug Use

This data is based upon information
obtained from the probation
department report prepared on each
commitment. A person is described
as a drug user if he (l) describes
himself as such or (2) has had
arrests for narcotic offenses

Number of Prior County Incarcerations
A county incarceration is defined

as a sentence of not more than 2-1/2
years to be served in an institution
such as a house of correction

Age at 1lst Arrest for Drunkenness
and Drugs: not applicable means
never arrested for such offenses








