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THE JUVENILE BRANCH

INTRODUCTORY

The welfare of the child is the guiding principle of the
Juvenile Branch of the Family Court.

The Juvenile Branch has jurisdiction in all proceedings con-
cerning allegations of dependency and delinquency, as well as
over all dependent! and delinquent® children®. Within this
jurisdiction are all adults charged with any act which corrupts
or tends to corrupt children, or endangers their welfare, or
charged with any act of omission or commission, with respect
to children, in violation of any state law or local ordinance.

The purpose of juvenile law has been defined by the Su-
preme Court of Pennsylvania as the ‘‘salvation of children’’
rather than the punishment of offenders. (Commonwealth v.
Fisher, 213 Pa. 48). Accordingly, the child’s total situation,
rather than the specific delinquent conduct, is given primary
consideration in determining dispositions. The Gault Decision
of the United States Supreme Court, which states that most
constitutional safeguards of the Fourteenth Amendment must
be accorded to children as well as to adults, has not under-
mined the basic child-centered philosophy of the juvenile
court.

'A ‘*dependent child” is a child who is without proper parental care or control,
subsistence, education as required by law, or other care or control necessary for
physical, mental or-emotional health ar morals; has been placed for care oradoptionin
violation of law; has been abandoned by parent(s), guardian, or other custodian; is
without a parent, guardian, or legal custodian; while subject to compulsory school
attendance, is habitually and without justification truant from school; has committed a
specific act or acts of habitual disobedience of the reasonable and lawful commands of
his parent, guardian, or other custodian and is ungovernable and found tobe in need of
care, treatment or supervision; or is under the age of ten years and has committed a
delinquent act.
2A “‘delinquent child” isa child ten years of age or older whom the court has found to
have committed a delinquentact and is in need of treatment, supervision or rehabilita-
tion. A “‘delinquent act” is an act designated a crime under the law of this State or of
another State if the act occurred in that State, or under Federal law, or under local
ordinances; “delinquent act’' shall not include the crime of murder nor shall itinclude
summary offenses unless the child fails to pay a fine levied thereunder.
#Child” is an individual who is under the age of 18 years, or under the age of 21 years
who committed an act of delinquency before reaching age of eighteen years.

7



8 FAMILY COURT DIVISION—1978

Neglect of a child’s essential needs—physical, emotional,
and social—frequently causes irreparable harm. To prevent
such harm, to guard against the establishment of anti-social
tendencies, to help the child in his development, and to lead
him into paths of acceptable behavior are the essential aims of
the juvenile court. Since the court perceives its role as that of

-promoting the child’s welfare, the attitude and procedure of
the court are relatively informal. The needs of the child, and
the determination of a plan to help him, take precedence over
other considerations. Therefore, juveniles involved with the
court:

(1) are treated in an informal, non-criminal proceeding;

(2) are segregated from adult cases during detention, court
hearings, and commitment or treament;

(3) are given a thorough social investigation, physical
examination, and mental study;

(4) receive special probation service, treatment, and com-
mitment; and,

(5) are protected from embarassment in later years by keep-
ing their records in strict confidence.

JUVENILE COURT PROCEDURE

Juvenile cases are brought to the attention of the court in
one of three ways; informal complaints, petitions by individu-
als or agencies, and arrests. Previously closed cases may be
reopened by petitions or motions for amendment of the court
decree.

Informal Complaints.—By stating the circumstances in an in-
formal complaint, any person may report a condition of al-
leged delinquency or dependency which, in his opinion, needs
investigation. If the complaint is not within the jurisdiction of
the court, it is directed to the proper agency. Many of these
complaints are presently handled by Counseling and Referral
Service, an auxiliary unit of the juvenile court.

Petitions by Individuals or Agencies.—A complainant may
cause a petition to be filed, directly invoking the formal dispo-
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sition of the court, by submitting an affidavit or formal com-
plaint. For example, each year a number of petitions alleging
truancy are initiated by the Board of Education.

Arrests.—A special division of the police force, the Juvenile
Aid Division, is charged with the responsibility of enforcing
criminal laws against juveniles. Although any regular police
officer may apprehend and hold a juvenile, only a member of
the Juvenile Aid Division can make an arrest. A juvenile who
is apprehended by a regular police officer is turned over to a
Juvenile Aid Division officer who determines whether or not
the child should be ‘‘arrested.” If not, the child is released
and a ‘““non-arrest’’ is recorded. If the youth is arrested, he is
brought to the court’s intake unit which is located in the
Youth Study Center, a detention facility maintained by the
county for juvenile offenders.

PRE-HEARING PROCESSING OF JUVENILE CASES

The intake unit at the Youth Study Center is authorized by
the president judge to screen all delinquency cases in order to
determine whether or not the court has jurisdiction and, if so,
how that jurisdiction should be exercised.

On the basis of an arrest or an affidavit, and in the presence
of the juvenile and his parents, the intake interviewer presides
at a conference to hear the facts of the case. At this time the
case is either.adjusted or a petition is filed which refers the
juvenile to the court for disposition, Pending the court hear-
ing, the child is either released to his parents or it is recom-
mended that he be detained.

Since the law requires that detention have judicial authori-
zation within seventy-two hours, hearings are held in the
juvenile court five days a week, at which time a judge deter-
mines whether or not the juvenile shall be detained. Addition-
ally, judges are regularly assigned to preside at such hearings
on all Mondays and Fridays which are legal holidays.

Several other safeguards are provided. Each day several
court lists are devoted to hearing the cases of juveniles who
are in custody. An automatic detention review hearing is held
for all juveniles who have been in detention for thirty days.
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Additionally, a Pre-Hearing Intensive Supervision Unit has
been established which provides intensive supervision to a
limited number of youthful offenders who would otherwise be
held in custody, further reducing the number of juveniles in
detention. '

PRE-TRIAL HEARINGS

The pre-trial hearing is in essence a judicial ‘‘clearing
house’’ for delinquency cases, which follows the Youth Study
Center intake ‘‘interview’’ or conference. This hearing is con-
ducted by ajudge, and consists of a relatively informal presen-
tation and evaluation of all available information, to determine
whether the juvenile should be discharged, or continued for an
adjudicatory hearing. Present at the pre-trial hearing are the
child and his parents or guardian, counsel for the juvenile, and
the District Attorney or his assistant.

At the conclusion of the pre-trial hearing the court may:
(1) Order that the juvenile be discharged as to the offense;

(2) Grant a motion, made by the District Attorney or by
the complainant, to withdraw the petition;

(3) Order a Consent Decree;

(4) Make an adjudication of delinquency on the basis of the
juvenile’s admission of the facts recited in the petition;
or

(5) Continue the case for an adjudicatory hearing.

Consent Decree—The Juvenile Act of 1972 provides that, at
any time after the filing of a petition, and before entry of an
adjudication order, the court may suspend the proceedings
and place the child under supervision, under terms and condi-
tions negotiated with the probation department and agreed to
by the affected parties. This order, placing the child under
supervision, with neither an adjudication of delinquency nor
an admission of guilt, is known as a Consent Decree.
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A Consent Decree automatically remains in force for six
months. However, under certain specified conditions, the fol-
lowing alternatives are provided by law.

(1) The decree may be terminated and the child discharged
from supervision sooner than six months;

(2) Prior to the date of expiration, the decree may be ex-
tended for an additional six months; or

(3) Prior to expiration or termination of the decree, the peti-
tion may be reinstated as if the Consent Decree had
never been entered.

Although there is no adjudication of delinquency when a
Consent Decree is entered, a court record is created neverthe-
iess.

ADJUDICATORY HEARINGS

Delinquency cases which are not disposed of at the pre-trial
are continued to an adjudicatory hearing. Present at the ad-
judicatory hearing are all the individuals present at the pre-
trial, as well as the arresting officer or complainant and any
witnesses. At the adjudicatory hearing evidence is presented,
and witnesses and complainants are cross-examined.

Dependent petitions are heard only at adjudicatory hear-
ings. There is no complement to the pre-trial hearing for alle-
gations of dependency.

_ After hearing the evidence on the petition, the court deter-
mines whether the child is a dependent child, or, if the peti-
tion alleges that the child is delinquent, whether the acts as-
cribed to the child were committed by him. If the court finds
that the child is not a dependent child, or that the allegations
of delinquency have not been established, it dismisses the
petition. If the court finds that a child is, in fact, either depen-
dent or delinquent, the court proceeds immediately, or at a
postponed hearing, to make a proper disposition of the case.
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ORDERS OF THE COURT

Following adjudication, and after an inquiry into the facts,
the judge determines whether the best interests and welfare of
the child, and the community, require the court to intervene in
the care, guidance, and control of the child, and makes an
order accordingly.

If the child is found to be a dependent child, the court may
make any of the following orders of disposition.

(1) Permit the child to remain with his parents or guardian,
subject to such conditions and limitations as the court
may prescribe, including supervision as directed by the
court for the protection of the child.

(2) Subject to conditions and limitations as the court pre-~
scribes, transfer legal custody to any of the following;

(a) any individual in Pennsylvania or elsewhere who is
found by the court to be qualified to receive and
care for the child;

(b) any agency or other private organization which is
authorized by law to receive the child and provide
for his care;

(c) a public agency authorized by law to receive and
provide for the child.

(3) Transfer custody of the child to the juvenile court of
another state.

Unless a child found to be dependent is also found to be
delinquent, he may not be committed or confined in any facil-
ity designed or operated for delinquent children.

If the child is found to be a delinquent child, the court may
make any of the following orders of disposition.

(1) Any order authorized for the disposition of a dependent
child.

(2) Place the child on probation under supervision of the
probation department of the court, or of the court of
another State, under conditions and limitations the
court prescribes.
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(3) Commit the child to an institutior:, youth development
center, camp, or other facility for delinquent children,
operated under the direction or supervision of any pub-
lic authority which is approved by the Department of
Public Welfare.

(4) If the child is twelve years of age or older, commit the
child to'an institution operated by the Department of
Public Welfare.

(5) Order payment of fines, costs, or restitution.

There are certain additional provisions of law which affect
the disposition of delinquent children.

(1) No child shall initially be committed to an institution for
a period of longer than three years, or a period longer
than he could have been sentenced by the court had he
been convicted of the same offense as an adult,
whichever is less.

(2) No child shall be committed or transferred to a penal
institution or other facility, used primarily for the
execution of sentences of adults convicted of a crime.

(3) Since a finding of delinquency is not a conviction of a
crime, it does not impose any civil disability ordinarily
resulting from a conviction. The disposition of a child,
or any evidence given in the juvenile court may only be
used at subsequent juvenile hearings for preparation of
pre-sentence investigations and reports in adult court,
or in a civil hearing where the child’s reputation or
character is an issue.

Disposition of Mentally Ill or Mentally Retarded Child—If at

any hearing involving an allegedly dependent or delinquent

child, the evidence indicates that the child may be subject to

commitment or detention under the provisions of the Mental -
Health and Mental Retardation. Act of 1966 or Mental Health

Procedures Act of 1976, the court shall proceed under the

provisions of these acts.

Amendment, Change, or Extension of Court Orders—All or-
ders with respect to delinquent or dependent children, until
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they attain the age of 21 years, are subject to amendment,
change, or extension by the court, upon motion by the district
attorney, probation officer, defense counsel, or any other per-
son in interest.

Cases are reopened for the following reasons:

(1) For delinquent commitments, the law provides that the
committing court shall review each commitment every
six months, and hold a disposition review hearing at
least every nine months.

(2) Rehearings or appeals where errors of law or of fact are
alleged.

(3) Rehearings to amend or revoke orders when circum-
stances have changed.

SUPERVISION OF CHILDREN

Placement on probation, or under protective supervision as
in the case of dependent children, means that the child is
permitted to remain in the home of his parents or guardian but
under the supervision of a probation officer.

Probation in juvenile work entails more than is usually un-
derstood by the term. Court social worker would be a more
accurate label than the title of probation officer. The proba-
tion officer’s supervision of the child includes home and
school visits, and interviews with the child, his parents, his
teachers, and the school counselor or principal. The probation
officer, having established personal contact with the child and
his parents, attempts to discover the cause of the child’s dif-
ficulties and to ascertain his needs and desires. By providing
support and encouragement, the officer helps to strengthen
the child’s self-confidence, which may have been shaken for
example, by failure in school, or the apparent lack of
understanding and acceptance at home. In numerous ways the
probation officer assists in bringing about a wholesome
adjustment in the community.
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In addition to pre-hearing investigations and the supervision
of delinquent and dependent children, the probation depart-
ment of the juvenile branch is responsible for carrying out all
medical recommendations except those which are placed
under the direct supervision of the medical department. Addi-
tionally, when any child is commiited to an institution, or
child-placing agency, a summary of the court’s findings is
provided by the probation officer.

In the more serious cases for which the court does not
consider probation an adequate remedy, or for which it has
been tried and proven unsatisfactory, commitment to an in-
stitution is indicated. The institutions to which children are
committed are founded on the principle that the training and
education provided to children should enable the child to find
a place in the community. In order to increase the probability
of institutional rehabilitation and effective return to the com-
munity, the court has established the community related in-
stitutional probation unit. Children who are committed to in-
stitutions are assigned a probation officer from this unit who
maintains a continuous relationship with the child and his par-
ents during commitment, and after his discharge from the in-
stitution.

SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN
IN PLACEMENT

The juvenile court has the power to order the parent to
contribute such sum as it may determine for the support of a
child committed to a child-placing agency, an institution, or an
individual.

In cases where children are placed in private homes or in-
stitutions, the court may place a support order on the parent,
or it may piace an order on the City Department of Public
Welfare with the proviso that the parent or parents reimburse
the City all or part of the amount.

When an order is made by the court, a certificate of this
action is transmitted to the bureau of accounts, the City De-
partment of Public Welfare, the child-care accounts of the
Department of Collections, and the agency or institution to
which the child is committed. The agencies and institutions
bill the City Department of Public. Welfare for the amounts
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due and the bills and accounts are checked by the agents of
the child-care accounts of the city Department of Collections.

The accounting of these orders is first in the hands of the
aforementioned bureau of accounts in the office of the Clerk
of Quarter Sessions, payments being made by the persons
against whom orders are made by the juvenile court. The
money thus received is disbursed to the beneficiaries and the
receipts on orders to reimburse the City are turned over to the
City Treasurer.

The bureau of accounts receives money brought to it but
does not concern itself if payments on the courts’ orders fall
into arrears. Payments in arrears on reimburse orders are fol-
lowed up by agents of the child-care accounts of the city De-
partment of Collections, who may request the juvenile branch
enforcement unit to file affidavits for attachments for non-
payment. Cases referred to the court on attachments are dis-
posed of by the judge through court hearing. Parents who
become delinquent in their payments on juvenile branch sup-
port orders, which are payable to the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Revenue, are investigated by the enforcement unit of
the juvenile branch. This unit, by correspondence and per-
sonal contacts, seeks to have the payments made.
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TOTAL ACTIVITY

The statistics presented do not constitute an exact measure
of the nature and extent of juvenile delinquency or depen-
dency in this city, but rather a statement of the workload
handled by the juvenile branch of this court.

The extent of this work is indicated by the fact that during
1978 there were 23,497 dispositions in cases of delinquency,
dependency, and adults charged with corrupting or endanger-
ing the welfare of children.

The number of cases listed, rather than the number of dis-
positions, more fully reflects the total workload of the court.
A considerable number of cases involve continuances; for
further investigations; for studies or plans; for appearance of
witnesses; etc.; also, if one of the parties fails to appear a
bench warrant is issued. All such actions require more than
one court hearing and an additional amount of staff work.

TOTAL LISTINGS-JUVENILE BRANCH

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

Cases listed for disposition |58,015 |52,931 | 63,138 | 71,876 | 68,213

Listed for court hearing ..... 39,455 135,397 | 40,387 | 45,432 | 41,581
Continuances ............. 22,546 20,493 | 23,384 | 27,271 | 25,439
Dispositions ......... ..... 16,909 (14,904 | 17,003 | 18,161 { 16,142

Listed for intake interviews ., {14,203 | 13,625 [ 17,266 | 21,488 21,205‘

Continuances ............. 1,814 1,515 1,962 2,897 3,351
Referred to juvenile court

for hearing ............. 10,158 9,343 10,277 | 12,404 | 10,846
Adjustments .............. 2,231 2,767 5,027 6,187 7,008

Listed for official judicial
approval without court
hearing and disposed of .... [ 4,357 3,909 5,485 4,956 5,427
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Continuances also include those cases which are not dis-
posed of at the pre-trial court hearing, but are referred by the
judge for an adjudicatory court hearing. Since pre-trial hear-
ings were initiated as an intermediate step between Youth
Study Center interviews and the formal court (adjudicatory)
hearing, those cases which are sent from: a pre-trial to an
adjudicatory hearing could more accurately be called referrals
than continuances. However, in this report they are included
in the figure indicated as ‘‘continuances’’. Forty-two percent
of the total listings in 1978 involved continuances.

In addition to cases disposed of through court hearing and
without court hearing there are many other activities, such as
field investigations, preparation of cases for hearing, supervi-
sion by the probation staff and nurses of children and adults
on probation and parole, as well as after-care supervision for
children and adults released from certain institutions. There
are also thousands of medical, dental, psychiatric, and
psychologic examinations; referrals of cases to public and pri-
vate health and welfare agencies and institutions; and the
serving of warrants and subpoenas.

Cases and Children. — In counting ‘“‘cases’’ each child.is
counted separately and as many times as he was dealt with by
the court on a new charge of delinquency disposed of during
the year. In counting ‘‘children’’, each child is counted only
once — the first time he was dealt with by the court on a new
delinquency charge disposed of during the year. The case
“‘disposed of”’ rather than the case ‘‘received’ is used as the
statistical unit in this report because it is at the final stage of
procedure that we have the nearest approach to complete in-
formation about the case. From an administrative standpoint,
statistics of dispositions or cases disposed of are significant
because each case represents a certain amount of administra-
tive machinery set in motion each time the child is referred to
the court. Statistics of individual children dealt with by the
court are useful: (1) in showing facts which can be compared
with the total juvenile population of this City; (2) in relating
the reports of the court to those of other agencies serving
children; and (3) in indicating from year to year whether the
juvenile court is called upon to handle more children.
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During 1978, 12,568 new cases of delinquency, involving
8,810 individual children, were disposed of by the court. In-
cluded are children who had more than one new offense dis-
posed of. In essence, the number of cases was 43 percent
higher than the number of children involved, as compared to
39 percent in 1977.

TOTAL CASES DISPOSED OF — JUVENILE BRANCH

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

Total cases disposed of ....[23,497 | 21,580 | 27,515 | 29,304 | 28,577

Through court hearing ... [ 16,909 '| 14,904 | 17,003 | 18,161 | 16,142

New charges ............... 13,096 | 11,796 | 13,710 | 15,112 | 13,069

Delinquency ............. L 10,337 9,548 11,034 12,063 | 10,698
Adults corrupting or
endangering the

welfare of children ...... 1,176 1,033 1,281 1,479 1,254
Non-delinquency cases ....| 1,583 1,215 1,395 1,570 1,117
Rehearing cases ............ 3,813 3,108 3,293 3,049 3,073
Delinquency :............. 2,283 1,883 2,010 1,885 2,205
Non-delinquency .......... 1,485 1,104 1,128 969 698
Adults .....ooveiiiiinnnn, 45 121 155 195 170
Without court hearing ...| 6,588 6,676 | 10,512 [ 11,143 | 12,435
Youth Study Center ......... 2,231 2,767 5,027 6,187 7,008
Rehearing cases (total) ...... 4,357 3,909 5,485 4,956 5,427
Delinquency .............. 4,196 3,763 5,345 4,734 5,072
Non-delinquency ......... . 161 146 102 193 253
Adults .oovvnvveiiiinnad —_— — 38 29 102

Juvenile delinquency cases are the major concern of the
juvenile branch of the court as compared with non-delinquent
cases which comprise fourteen percent of the workload.

The 23,497 dispositions. consisted of 15,327 new charges
and 8,170 rehearing cases.

A ‘“‘new charge’’ is defined as a case brought to court on a
specific charge for which no previous disposition has been
made.
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‘‘Rehearing cases’ are those already under court supervi-
sion, including children committed to agencies and institu-
tions, and are returned to court at the initiation of the person,
agency, or institution supervising the child. Upon motion, pe-
tition, writ of attachment, or by order of the court they are
referred for additional study, review, amendment, or dis-
charge, and possible change in the original disposition. It may
be assumed that the social investigations in these cases, when
needed, require about one-half the staff time required for the
investigation of a new case. Statistics on rehearings show the
nature and extent of the modifications of previous decrees of
the court, and further actions taken regarding cases under the
supervisien of the court.
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DELINQUENCY CASES

Juvenile-court statistics alone cannot be used as an index of
the gravity of juvenile delinquency in a community, but only
as an indication of the manner and extent to which the court is
called upon to deal with children in the community.

It must be borne in mind that the figures presented in this
report are juvenile-court statistics. They show the number of
allegedly delinquent children whose cases were referred to the
juvenile court and were disposed of during the calendar year
and should not be confused with statistics of arrests by the
police. Cases disposed of by the court include those arrested
by city police officers, cases referred by private police (rail-
road police and store detectives), and cases referred to court
by agencies or individuals. After arrest, or referral by other
method, delinquency cases are either adjusted at the Youth
Study Center by intake interviewers or are referred to court.
The children are investigated by probation officers, examined
physically and mentally by court physicans and psychiatrists,
given a hearing, and their cases disposed of by the judge.
These investigations and examinations take time, and many
days may elapse between the date of arrest, or referral to
court, and the date of final disposition by the judge. Con-
sequently, arrests during a specified period of time are not
comparable with court dispositions during the same period.'

Obviously, it is impossible to estimate how many delin-
quent children escaped the attention of the law. A large
number of complaints to police concerning children under 18
years of age, are handled as non-arrests or remedial cases
because the offenses are trivial. In 1978 there were 10,216
remedial cases recorded by the police, 7,124 boys and 3,092
girls. Conduct which may cause one parent or neighborhood
trouble enough to justify a complaint to the authorities may
cause no trouble at all to another parent or neighborhood.

'See statistics of arrests and court dispositions — Table 46
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However, the more serious forms of youthful misconduct or
those which pose a threat to the community’s welfare cannot
be tolerated or dealt with informally to any great extent. The
police and the court are both most likely to intercede formally
in the public’s behalf in such cases. The courtis also a place of
last resort to which children are referred after other agencies
have failed to effect a proper adjustment. Court cases, there-
fore, serve as an index of the amount of misbehavior currently
defined as serious by the community through its schools and
law enforcement agencies, and by parents themselves. De-
tailed statistics showing the nature of offenses, types of dispo-
sitions, and the like, can shed important light on the changing
severity of the problems.

During the year 1978, 12,568 new cases of alleged delin-
quency were disposed of by the juvenile branch of this court.
Involved in the cases were 8,810 separate children. Compared
with 1977 this was an increase of 2 percent in the number of
cases and a decrease of 1 percent in the number of children.

The number of new cases of delinquency disposed of by the
court has gone from an all time high of 19,310 cases in 1971 to
a low of 12,568 cases in 1978. However, it should be noted,
since the summer of 1976, juveniles arrested for summary
offenses are no longer referred to the Juvenile Branch unless
fines levied are not paid, but instead are processed in Munici-
pal Court. Additionally, ranaway and incorrigibility cases are
being treated as dependent cases under provisions of Act 41,
August, 1977, which amended the Juvenile Court Act of 1972.

All things considered, only a small number of Philadelphia
children of juvenile-court ages were.referred to the juvenile
court as alleged delinquents (3 percent) in 1978. However, this
ratio varies with age and sex. Eleven percent of the boys, 15
to 17 years of age were delinquent as compared with 1 percent
of the giris. For boys 16 years of age, the ratio was 12 percent.
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Ruatio:
Cases Individual Cuses per
children 100
children

1974 ...l e 17,706 12,227 145
1975 o e 18,250 12,019 152
1976 .. .vivi it 16,061 11,090 145
1977 o e 12,315 8,887 138
1978 . i 12,568 8,810 143
Boys ... il 11,377 7,831 146
Girls ...oiviiiiiiiiii, 1,191 979 119

Boys’ cases increased 5 percent from 1977, as compared to
21 percent decrease for girls’ cases. White boys’ cases show
an increase of 3 percent, with an increase of 6 percent in
non-white boys’ cases.

SUMMARY
Of the 12,568 alleged cases of delinquency in 1978:

11,377 or 91 percent were boys
1,191 or 9 percent were girls
4,395 or 35 percent were white
8,173 or 65 percent were non-white

These cases of delinquency were referred to court for fol-
lowing reasons:

7,661 or 61 percent, for various types of stealing
256 or 2 percent, for sex offenses
2,005 or 16 percent, for injury to person
(including homicide)
382 or 3 percent, for ungovernable behavior
190 or 1 percent, for vandalism and arson
150 or 1 percent, for disorderly conduct
443 or 4 percent, for carrying, etc., deadly weapons
262 or 2 percent, for miscellaneous acts of malicious
mischief
1,105 or 9 percent, for drug law violation
114 or 1 percent, for other offi:nses

.
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These cases were disposed of as follows:

6,081 or 49 percent, were dismissed, discharged,
or adjusted
5,144 or 41 percent, were placed, or continued,
on probation
816 or 6 percent, were committed to institutions
or agencies
527 or 4 percent, were disposed of in various
other ways

Eighty-two percent of the new cases disposed of during
1978 were disposed of through court hearing, 83 percent of
the boys’ cases, and 76 percent of the giris’ cases.

METHOD OF DISPOSITIGN — JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

Delinquency cases disposed of
Method of disposition Number Percent distribution
Total | Boys | Girls { Total | Boys: | Girls
Total: 1978 ............. 12,568 111,377 } 1,191 i00 100 100
Through court hearing ....... 10,337 | 9,431 906 82 83 76
Adjusted through
intake interviews .......... 2,231 | 1,946 ) 285 18 17 24
Total: 1977 ............. 12,315 {10,797 {1,518 100 100 100
Through court hearing ..... 9,548 | 8,453 | 1,095 78 78 72
Adjusted through
intake interviews ........ 2,767 | 2,344 423 22 22 .28

SEX AND AGE

Boys outnumbered girls among the cases of alleged delin-
quency disposed of during 1978, 11,377 boys and 1,191 girls.
The proportion of girls’ cases, which had remained arcund 13
percent since 1972, dropped to 9 percent in 1978. However, in
recent years the offenses committed by girls are of a more
serious nature. From 1972 through 1976, 12 to 15 percent of
the girls’ were referred to Court for offenses involving injury
to a person. In 1977, these offenses accou. ted for 20 percent
of girls’ cases, and in 1978, the percentage rose to 32 percent.
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Stealing offenses continue to be the most common offense
committed by girls, accounting for 38 percent of girls’ cases in
1978.

Forty-nine percent of the delinquency cases in 1978 con-
cerned children under 16 years of age.

Delinquency cases disposed of: 1978
Age of child Number Percent
distribution®

Total Boys Girls Boys Girls
Total woovrriniannnnnn, 12,568 | 11,377 | 1,191 | 100 100
Under 16 years ........... 6,121 5,497 624 48 52
Under 10 years «............ 10 8 2 — o
JOYEars .uvvervivnicennnannn 124 109 15 1 1
T Il Years L.uieiianeasieaaecis 238 221 17 2 2
12 years ....... AR 567 507 62 4 5
13 YEArS vvevvninnaneeniennn 1,075 968 107 9 9
Myears ....oiiiiiiiieninnn. 1,648 1,455 193 13 16
15 YEArS v.vvvvnnennnneruesns 2,459 2,229 230 19 19
Over 16 years ............ 6,447 5,880 567 52 48
16years ....oovvvrininnnann. 3,211 2,918 293 26 25
17vyears ...ocovuvesn Cieeeiee 3,236 2,962 274 26 23

'Distributive percentages are not adjusted to total 100.
tLess than 0.5 percent,

In 1978, 16 and 17 year old boys and girls present the largest
category of offenders. Fifty-two percent of the boys’ delin-
quency cases in 1978 involved children 16 and 17 years of age.
Sixteen percent of the boys and 17 percent of the girls were
under 14 years of age.

REASON FOR REFERENCE TO COURT

Due to changes in processing summary and status cases,a
different mix of cases is referred to this court. Thus no direct
comparison with prior years is possible. However, as in past
years, stealing (including breaking and entering, auto theft,

'see page ...
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larceny, robbery, etc.,) is the most common form of delin-
quency referred to this court and accounted for 7,661 cases, or
61 percent of all delinquency cases disposed of during 1978.
Within this category, burglary, robbery and larceny were the
most frequently committed offenses.

Delinquency cases disposed of
Offenses Percent
Number distribution*

Total Boys Girls Boys Girls

Total cases ............. 12,568 11,377 1,191 100 100

Stealing (all types) .......... 7,661 7,206 455 63 38
Aggravated assaults and

homicide .........ic ... 1,018 860 158 7 13

Other injury to person ....... 987 761 226 7 19

Disorderly conduct .......... 150 118 32 1 3

Vandalism and arson ........ 190 166 24 1 2

Drug law violations ......... 1,105 958 107 9 9

WEAPONS t\vverenrivnrensens 443 417 26 4 2

Ungovernable behavior ...... 382 305 77 3 6
Miscellaneous malicious

mischief ................. 262 224 38 2 3

Sex offenses .,.....oo.0inn. 256 227 29 2 3

All other offenses ....,...... 114 95 19 1 2

*Distributive percentages are not adjusted to total 100.

The offenses classified under ‘‘injury to person,’” although
numerically higher for boys, account for 32 percent of the
girls’ cases, compared with 14 percent of the boys’ cases.

Weapons offenses account for 4 percent of the total cases,
slightly lower than the previous year.

There has been a decrease in recent years in the number of
sex offenses referred to the juvenile branch. This decrease is
the result of a change in procedure in the handling of juveniles
charged with neglect to support a child born out of wedlock.
These cases are now being referred directly to the women’s
branch of the court for disposition. Sex offenses account for
approximately 2 percent of the total cases in 1978.

Drug laws violations increased from 746 cases in 1971 to
1,105 in 1978, The proportion of drug violations to the total
number of cases has shown a small, but steady increase each
year from 1973 (5 percent) through 1977 (9 percent). The per-
centage of drug law violations remained at 9 percent for 1978.
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SOURCE OF REFERENCE TO COURT

The term ‘‘source of reference to court’ as used in this
report refers to the person or agency formally bringing the
case to the attention of the juvenile branch of this court.

Ninety-three percent of the boys were referred to court by
police officers, as compared with 79 percent of the girls.
Nineteen percent of the girls were referred to court by
parents, relatives, or other individuals as compared with 5§
percent of the boys. The sixth police district had the highest
number of referrals, 928 followed by the 25th district with 915.

Cases are referred to the juvenile branch from sources other
than arrests by city police, such as parents or relatives, school
authorities (including attendance officers), individuals, social
agencies, and others.

The Juvenile Aid Buréau officers have broad discretion in
determining whether the juvenile detention shall be recorded
as an ‘‘arrest’” or as a ‘“‘non-arrest.”” There were 10,216 police
complaints handled as non-arrests or remedial cases that did
not reach the juvenile court.

FAMILY SITUATION OF CHILDREN

The home is the matrix of the child’s development, and a
child from a broken home might be expected to have greater
difficulty in adjusting to the social norm. This is because a full
guidance of the child may be wanting when one or both par-
ents are not in the home, whether because of death; divorce,
desertion, institutionalization, military service, or employ-
ment out of town. In addition, certain of the foregoing may
create psychological strains upon the child’s personality and
lead to negative social responses.

Many unbroken homes are equally unsatisfactory, it is true,
since parents themselves may be incompetent, delinquent in
their behavior, or neglectful of the child’s proper upbringing;
and some neighborhoods may have an unsavory effect upon
impressionable youth. Nevertheless, as is frequently ob-
served, a broken home! is one of the conditions associated
with delinquency.

! A broken home is one in which one or both (natural) parents are absent owing to
death, desertion, separation, divorce or commitment to an institution.
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Although 90 percent of the delinquent children were living
with their own families in 1978, only 40 percent of these chil-
dren had both natural parents present in the home. Fifty-one
percent were living with their mothers only. As to the marital
status of the parents, 6 percent were divorced, 34 percent
were separated, 5 percent were not married, and 37 percent
were married and living together.

Children involved in delinquency cases
Residence of child and
parents' marital Boys Girls
relationship

Total Non- Non-

White | white | White [white

RESIDENCE OF CHILD 8,810 | 2,942 | 4,889 310 | 669
Child living in own home (total) ...... 7.911 | 2,778 | 4,309 277 | 547
With both parents ................ 3,157 | 1,563 | 1,303 147 | 144
With parent and stepparent ........ 421 173 199 23| 26
With motheronly ...........0..... 4,011 916 | 2,639 96 + 360
With fatheronly .............. ..., 322 126 168 11 17
Child not living in own home (total) 777 138 518 26| 95
In other family home ............. 667 116 465 151 71
In institution ..................... 86 15 48 5 18
Separate domicile ................ 24 7 5 6 6
Residence of child not reported ...... 122 26 62 71 27
PARENTS® MARITAL
RELATIONSHIP
Parents living together .............. 3,266 | 1,582 | 1,345 149 | 150
Not living together ................. 3,946 975 | 2,508 108 | 355
Divorced ... ..iiiiiiiiiiiiia, 520 214 249 21| 36
Separated .......cchhiiiieiienn,. 2,971 735 | 1,874 84 | 278
Not married ........icc0veuinnan. 455 26 385 31 41
Deceased (one or both parents) ...... 1,211 330 748 371 96

Not reported .......cvovviiniiinnann. 427 55 288 16 | 68
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TYPE OF DISPOSITION

The disposition in children’s cases varies with the indi-
vidual. The child’s particular needs, home situation, age, and
the character and nature of any previous delinquencies, if any,
as well as the type of facilities available for care, guidance and
controi are factors taken into consideration by the judge in
deciding the type of treatment to be given.

During 1978, as in previous years, the dispositions most
frequently made were dismissed or discharged, and adjusted.
There were 12,568 cases disposed of; 2,231 were adjusted by
court interviewers at the Youth Study Center and required no
further court action. Of the 10,337 cases disposed of through
court hearing, 39 percent were discharged; 50 percent were
probationed; 8 percent were committed to institutions or
agencies; and 3 percent were otherwise disposed of.

Delinquency cases disposed of
Type of disposition Number Percenf
distribution
Total Boys Girls | Boys | Girls
Total cases ........ 12,568 11,377 1,191 100 100
Referred elsewhere ..... 248 225 23 2 2
Discharged or adjusted .. 6,081 5,475 606 48 51
Probation .............. 5,144 4,642 502 41 42
Committed to institution
for delinquents ....... 675 655 20 6 2
Committed to other
institutions or agencies 141 125 16 1 1
Restitution or fines ..... 49 46 3 fT— T —
Referred to criminal ¢court 76 76 i — 1 -
Others ..oeviveronns s 154 133 21 1 2

T Less than 0.5 percent.
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CASES REFERRED TO CRIMINAL COURT

Seventy-six boys were referred to the criminal court for
prosecution, charged with the following offenses: Assaults,?
16: robbery, 28; burglary, 15; other stealing, 4; rape, 8;
weapons offenses, 2; coercion/threats, 1; other offenses, 2.

PROBATION

Probation is intended for the treatment of delinquent chil-
dren who do not habitually offend and who are likely to re-
spond to supervision. Also, under the Juvenile Act, a Consent
Decree* allows probation for six months, unless the child is
discharged sooner by the court.

Fifty percent of the cases disposed of (excluding adjusted
cases at the Youth Study Center) were placed under the
supervision of probation officers; 49 percent of the boys’
cases and 55 percent of the girls’ cases.

The following table shows the type of dispositions classified
under ‘‘Probation’’:

Delinquency cases disposed of
through court hearing
Types of dispositions Total
classified as ota
[ b t‘ Ty i
probation Number Percent Boys Girls
distribution
All types of probation 5,144 100 . 4,642 502
Probation only ......... 1,811 35 1,681 130
Clinical services
probationt ........... 104 2 90 14
intensive probation ..... 165 3 159 6
Probation and restitution 96 2 95 1
Consent decree ......... 2,859 56 2,524 335
Consent decree and
restitution ........... 109 2 93 16

*See page 10.
¥Mental health services
! Includes 4 homicides.
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COMMITMENT — The term commitment as used in this
report includes children placed in care of the Department of
Public Welfare, private agencies, or institutions, by order of
the court. During 1978, commitments were ordered in 8 per-
cent of the new charges disposed of at court hearing.

REHEARINGS

Changes in the life situations of a child or its family and new
facts brought to the attention of the court frequently necessi-
tate the modification of previous dispositions. All orders of
the court with respect to delinquent children, up to the at-
tainment of age 21, are subject to amendment, change, or
extension by the judge, upon motion of the district attorney or
a probation officer, or upon petition of counsel, or of any
other person in interest.

Dispositions such as probation and commitment to child-
placing agencies, institutioss, and individuals usually are
made for indefinite periods. In order to change the disposition
it is necessary to reopen the case by motion or petition. These
cases are investigated by the probation department and a re-
port with recommendations as to the best disposition is made
to the court. In dispositions for commitment the judge fre-
quently makes a proviso that a report as.to the child’s con-
duct, the effect of his new environment, or the ability of the
parent to pay for the child’s maintenance, be made at a
specified time. At such time the case would be listed as a
rehearing.
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NON-DELINQUENCY CASES

This court has exclusive jurisdiction in all proceedings af-
fecting ‘‘dependent children’’, as defined in the Juvenile Act
of December, 1972, amended in August, 1977. In this report,
dependent child cases are referred to as non-delinquency
cases.

A dependent child is one who is without proper parental
care or control, subsistence, education as required by law, or
other care or control necessary for his physical, mental, or
emoticnal health, or morals; a child who has been placed for
care or adoption in violation of law; a child who has been
abandoned by his parents or guardians; a child who, while
subject to compulsory school attendance, is habitually and
without justification truant irom school; a child who has
committed a specific act or acts of disobedience of the reason-
able and lawful commands of his parent(s), guardian, or other
custodian, and who is ungovernable and found to be in need of
care, treatment or supervision; or a child who is under the age
of ten years and has committed a delinquent act.

Non-delinquency cases are conducted in an informal man-
ner — in the presence of only those involved in the proceed-
ings. The presiding judge reviews the facts at hand, and
recommendations made by the probation and medical depart-
ments, and disposes of the case in accordance with the best
interests and welfare of the child. Representatives of the De-
partment of Public Welfare and the Child Advocate are pre-
sent in the conference room.

In 1978, 5,143 non-delinquency cases were listed for court
hearing. Of these, 2,622 or 51 percent were disposed of. The
remaining listings, 2,521, resulted in continuances. In addition
to the cases listed for court hearing, 161 cases were disposed
of without a court hearing. These are usually cases discharged
from supervision or commitment which require judicial ap-
proval but not a court hearing.

An additional 405 hearings were held for emergency protec-
tive custody or treatment in cases involving mental health or
suspected child abuse. These hearings are not included in the
statistics because they occur before the filing of a dependent
petition.
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In all, 1,583 new non-delinquency cases involving 1,036
families were disposed of in 1978. Compared with 1977, the
number of new cases and families involved increased 30 per-
cent. Some of the cases were listed more than once before
being disposed of. Continuances were granted for further in-
vestigation, for placement plans, for appearance of parents, or
because attorneys were busy in other courts.

In addition to the new cases, 1,200 cases previously dis-
posed, were rcheard due to changing circumstances of the
children or their families, or because new facts were brought
to the attention of the court which required reconsideration of
the previous dispositions.

The ages of children in non-delinquency cases ranged from
a few months to over 17 years.

Thirty-seven percent of the new non-delinquency cases
were referred to court by the Department of Public Welfare;
16 percent by relatives or individuals; 25 percent by the court;
and 22 percent by the school authorities. More ihan half of the
cases referred by the Department of Public Welfare {580) indi-
cate some form of neglect or abuse of children.

Only 13 percent of the non-delinquent children were living
with both their own parents; 47 percent were living with their
mothers only, and 19 percent were living in other family
homes with foster parents, relatives or non-relatives.

Thirty-four percent of the non-delinquent children were
committed to the Department of Public Welfare; 12 percent
were placed in custody of their parents, a relative or guardian;
23 percent were placed under protective supervision.
Twenty-six percent of the petitions were dismissed or with-
drawn.

REHEARINGS

During 1978, 1,200 non-delinquency cases already under
court jurisdiction were reopened; 1,039 were disposed of
through court hearing and 161 were motions for amendment
confirmed by a judge without court hearing, or administra-
tively disposed of.
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The most frequent reasons for reopening non-delinquency
cases were for discharge from commitment, 75; discharge
from supervision, 167; case review, 189; and report by order
of the court, 751.

Of the 1,200 cases reheard in 1978, 47 percent remained in
placement; 24 percent were discharged from supervision; 9
percent were placed under protective supervision; and 7 per-
cent were committed to the Department of Public Welfare.
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ADULT CASES
CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

The Family Court has jurisdiction over all proceedings in-
volving crimes against. children, which jurisdiction has been
delegated to the juvenile branch. Therefore, the following
classes of adult criminals are within the jurisdiction of the
juvenile court:

(1) Any aduit charged with corrupting, or tending to cor-
rupt the morals of any child under the age of 18 years, or
who aids or encourages any such child in the commis-
sion of any crime, or in violatingj any order of the court.

(2) Any parent, guardian, or other person supervising the
welfare of a child under 18 years who is charged with
knowingly endangering the welfare of the child by vio-
lating a duty of care, protection or support.

(3) Any adult charged with a crime against a child under 138
years such as simple or aggravated assault, indecent
assault, rape, etc.

In such cases the judge of the juvenile court sits as a Munic-
ipal Court judge. As a Municipal Court judge, he may make
final disposition of any case concerning a crime for which the
maximum sentence is five years or less. In cases concerning
crimes having a maximum sentence of more than § years, he
presides over a preliminary hearing. In these cases, the judge
determines whether or not the evidence warrants holding the
accused for trial. If it does not, the accused is released. If it
does, the accused is referred for action and subsequent trial in
the criminal court.

The judges had 3,028 listings in adult cases in 132 sessions
in 1978 and there was a disposition in 1,176 or 39 percent of
the cases listed. The other 1,852 listings resulted in con-
tinuances.

Some of these cases were listed more than once before
being disposed of. Continuances were granted for various rea-
sons, such as further investigation, appearance of prosecutors
and witnesses, etc.
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An analysis of the cases of adults charged with corrupting
or endangering the welfare of children in 1978, excluding
truancy cases, shows 131 female offenders and 861 male of-
fenders. Only 11 of the women’s cases were sex offenses,
while 45 percent of the male offenders were charged with sex
offenses. Rape accounted for 42 percent of all sex offenses. Of
those charged with non-sex offenses, 59 percent were young
persons, under 25 years of age. Of those charged with sex
offenses, 45 percent were under 25 years; 46 percent were
between 25 and 50 years; and 9 percent were 50 or more years
of age. The dispositions of these cases, sex and non-sex of-
fenses, show that 37 percent were held for trial court, and 33
percent were discharged.

There were 184 cases alleging parental neglect, as indicated
by their children’s failure to attend school. These cases,
known as truancy cases, are referred to court by the Board of
Education. Seventy-three percent of these cases were dis-
charged; 6 percent were referred to other units of the court or
to the Department of Public Welfare; and 21 percent were
ordered to pay fines and costs.
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ENFORCEMENT UNIT

This unit of the juvenile branch of the court is concerned
with processing petitions for non-payment of reimburse or-
ders for child-care, payable to the Department of Public Wel-
fare as requested by the Department of Collections of the city;
processing petitions submitted by the Department of Public
Welfare, the Department of Collections, and the Pennsylvania
Department of Revenue requesting orders of support be en-
tered against parents for their children’s care upon commit-
ment or acceptance to a child-placing agency or institution;
discharging children from commitment; and for vacating or-
ders against the Department of Welfare or parents.

During 1978, this unit listed 570 cases for disposition. Of
these listings, 555 cases were disposed of; 494 through court
hearing and 61 were disposed of administratively.

Attachments filed by Department of Collections .... 5
Petitions filed by Department of Public Welfare .... 36
Motions filed by Department of Public Welfare

and others ........ ... it i e 468
Miscellaneous motions ...............cvveinnnn 61

Due to the nature of its functions, the enforcement unit is a
salient point of contact for the Juvenile Branch with numerous
outside agencies who request information. During 1978 the
enforcement unit handled nearly 12,000 such requests from
public and private agencies and institutions.
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TABLE 1

TOTAL ACTIVITY: 1974 TO 1978

COURT HEARINGS 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974
Caseslisted ........covvvniiiininiinininn, 39,455 | 35,397 | 40,387 | 45,432 | 41,581
Disposed of .....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, 16,909 | 14,904 | 17,003 | 18,161 16,142
Continuances ........coveviviiniiennns 22,546 | 20,493 | 23,384 ) 27,271 | 25,439

INTAKE INTERVIEWS AT
YOUTH STUDY CENTER

Cases listed ......cvvvirvrvieraioneeninnns 14,203 | 13,625 | 17,266 | 21,488 | 21,205
Adjusted ... . e 2,231 2,767 5,027 6,187 { 7,008
Referred to juvenile court for hearing ..... 10,158 9,343 | 10,277 | 12,404 | 10,846
ContinUancCes ......cvvveicnenrnnnrsrnns 1,814 1,515 1,962 2,897 3,351

SPECIAL LISTS !

Motions for amendment of decrees of the

court disposed of without court hearing ... 4,357 3,909 5,485 4,956 | 5,427
SESSIONS
Delinquency (total) ...........ccoovuveies. 1,077 1,194 1,369 1,177 1,167
Adjudicatory hearings ...........oveeuees - 849 827
Pre-trial REarings .......veeureerneenn.. 1,077 | 1,194 | 1,369 328 340
Non-delinquency ............ocoevviinnn.. 204 169 169 149 112
Enforcement unit .......ccvviiiiiiienniien 20 19 19 23 19
Adults corrupting or endangering
the welfare of children .................. 132 172 158 151 127
Youth Study Center .........c.ccevvvevnns. 309 309 306 307 308

DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES

Families referred to this branch for the

firsttime .................. A 3972 3,560 4,464 4,633 1 4970
Informal complaints received .............. 271 286 150 151 203
Delinquency petitions filed ~«............... 10,158 9,344 | 10,278 | 12,404 | 10,851
Non-delinquency petitions filed ............ 1,852 1,504 1,499 1,624 1,268
Cases under investigation during year ....... 11,038 9,969 9,849 | 10,083 9,610

Children under supervision at end of year ... 4,479 4,372 4,441 4,825 3,564

Includes cases previously disposed of by the court, listed for review or amendment by judicial or
administrative action, without court hearing.
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TABLE 2

TOTAL CASES DiSPOSED OF WITH AND WITHOUT
COURT HEARING: 1978

Without court hearing
Through
Type of case Total court Intake Special
cases hearing |interviews| lists*

Total cases disposed of ....... 23,497 16,909 2,231 4,357
NEW CHARGES' (total) ....... 15,327 13,096 2,231 —_
Delinquency (total) ........... 12,568 10,337 2,231 _—
BOYS .viiriiiniiiiiinneins 11,377 9,431 1,946 —
(@ ¢ T3P 1,191 906 285 —_—

Adults corrupting or endanger-
ing welfare of children ...... 1,176 1,176 — —_—
Sex offenses ............u. 40] 401 — —
Non-sex offenses. .......... 591 591 — —
Truancy cases ......o.v.one 184 184 — —
Non-delinquency (total) ....... 1,583 1,583 — —
Inadequate care ....:........ 507 507 — —_
Neglect ......cvvvveiviinn. 606 606 — —_
Delinquent case referral .... 137 137 — —
Others .....vvivvnevirnnnn. 333 333 — —
REHEARINGS? (total) ......... 8,170 3,813 — 4,357
Delinquency cases ........... | 6476 2,280 — 4,196
Non-delinquency cases ....... 1,694 1,533 — 161

*Includes cases disposed of by administrative or judicial action without court hearing.
'A **new charge” is defined as a case brought to court on a specific charge for
which no previous disposition has been made.

A ‘‘rehearing’’ is a case previously disposed of and returned to court for review
or amendment of the original disposition.
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TABLE 3

TYPE OF CASE DISPOSED OF IN THE

JUVENILE BRANCH: 1974 TO 1978

Type of case

Cases disposed of

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974
Total dispositions .«...ooveveviiirinnss 23,497 | 21,580 y 27,515 { 29,304 | 28,577
New charges (total) .........0.00 0iiveen 15,327 | 14,563 | 18,737} 21,299} 20,077
Delinquency (total) ......... PN 12,568 | 12,315 | 16,061 | 18,250 | 17,706
BOYS ottt 11,377 | 10,797 | 13,908 | 15,767 | 15,387
GIFS v e 1,191 1,518 2,153 24831 2319
Adults corrupting or endangering
welfare of children ............ Vevevenee 1,176 1,033 1,281 1,479 ] 1,254
Non-delinquency (total) ......vovveveenens. 1,583 1,215 1,395 1,576 1,117
Inadequate Care .....vcvevennincennsonsas 507 375 479 588 362
Negle¢t ........... v er i 606 474 524 653 427
Others ..... e v et e e, 470 366 392 329 328
Rehearings (total) ........vvserrninnnen. 8,170 7,017 | 8,778 8,005} 8,500
Child CaSES ....vvvvrrerrirrnnnnnins 8,125 6,896 8,585 7,781 8,228
Adult cases ......iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinen, 45 121 193 224 272
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

TABLE 4
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES: 1974 TO 1978

Listings, dispositions, and

. 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974
continuances

Total delinquency cases listed for

disposition .......... P P 49,174 | 45,488 | 56,123 | 63,985 | 61,398
Cases listed for adjudicatory hearing ...... .t 19,393 | 17,968 | 20,954 § 22,009 | 20,787
Continuances ..... e R 11,833 ] 10,379 | 12,382 | 12,684 | 12,189
Disposed of? ........ PN 7,560 7,589 8,572 9,325 8,598
Cases listed for pre-trial hearing ........ ceof 11,382 | 10,200 | 12,574 ) 15958 | 14,334
ContinUances «..vvveierneenicecnanes e 6,325 6,362 8,115 | 11,349 | 10,061
Disposed 0f «.vviviiiiiiii e 5,057 3.838 4,459 4,609 4,273
Cases listed for intake interviews at
Youth Study Center ............... P 14,203 13,625 17,266 | 21,488 1§ 21,205
Continuances .......... P 1,814 1,515 1,962 2,897 | 3,351
Disposed of ............ e e 12,389 12,110 15,304 18,591 | 17,854
Adjusted  ......0000n aaeasan e 2,231 2,767 5,027 6,187 7,008
Referred tocourt ...oovvveinnnn NN 10,158 9,343 | 10,277 | 12,404 | 10,846

Cases listed for judicial or administrative
action, without court hearing ............ 4,196 3,695 5,329 4,530 5,072

! Includes new charges and rehearings.
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TABLE S

NEW CHARGES OF DELINQUENCY DISPOSED OF THROUGH COURT HEARING
AND INTAKE INTERVIEWS: 1969 TO 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of

Total Boy's cases Girl’s cases
Year Through Through Through
Through | intake Through | intake Through| intake
Total | court inter- Total court inter- Total court inter-
hearing | views hearing | views hearing | views
1969 16,468 11,002 } 5,466 14,246 9,744 | 4,502 2,222 1,258 964

1970 17,327 11,496 | 5,831 14,973 | 10,281 4,692 2,354 1,215 1,139
1971 19,310y 10,739 § 8,571 16,916 9,623 | 7,293 2,394 1,116 1,278
1972 15,6671 8,776 | 6,891 13,564 7,778 | 5,786 2,103 998 1,105
1973 17,2301 - 10,793 | 6,437 15,015 9,630 1 5,385 2,215 1,163 1,052
1974 17,706 10,698 | 7,008 15,387 9,532. [ 5,855 2,319 1,166 1,153
1975 18,250{ 12,063 [ 6,187 15,767 | 10,703 | 5,064 2,483 1,360 1,123

1976 16,061 11,034 | 5,027 13,908 9,689 | 4,219 2,153 1,345 808

1977 12,3151 9,548 | 2,767 10,797 8,453 | 2,344 1,518 1,095 423

1978 12,568 10,337 | 2,231 11,377 9,431 1,946 1,191 906 285
TABLE 6

NEW CHARGES OF DELINQUENCY DISPOSED OF BY SEX AND
AGE GROUP: 1969 TO 1978

Juvenile delinquency cases disposed of
Boy's cases Girl’s cases

Year Total Under | 16 and Under | 16 and

Total 16 over Total 16 over
1969 .. vvvriiiinainanins 16,468 | 14,246 | 8339 { 5907 2,222 1,555 667
1970 ... i 17,327 | 14,973 | 8,348 6,625 2,354 1,592 762
1971 it 19,310 { 16,516 | 8986 | 7,930! 2,394 1,578 816%
1972 .ciiviiiiiiiiinn 15,667 | 13,564 | 7,159 | 6,405 2,103 1,375 728
1973 e 17,230 { 15,015 | 7,647 | 7,368 2,215 1,390 825
1974 i 17,706 | 15,387 | 7,450 7,937 2,319 1,419 900
1975 i 18,250 { 15,767 | 7,701 8,066 2,483 1,503 980
1976 .ooiiiiiiins cee. | 16,061 | 13,908 | 6,611 7,297 2,153 1,324 829
1977 ...eaae.. erieceean 12,315 | 10,797 | 4,956 | 5,841 1,518 910 608
1978 vvvvnoninn. Jee.o| 12,568 | 11,377 | 5,497 | 5,880 1,191 624 567

'Includes age not reported, 84 cases.
Includes age not reported, 4 cases.
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AGE GROUPS OF JUVENILE DELINQUENTS: 1968 TO 1978

0O
>
%!
o}
7]

—

o rr

9,000 .
BOYS' CASES

7,500

6,000

4,500

UNDER 16 YEARS
OVER 16 YEARS e am e e

3,000

GIRLS’ CASES

1,500

rrtrrrertrtrrertrrvrrtr ittt

600




46 FAMILY COURT DIVISION—1978

TABLE 7

NEW CHARGES DISPOSED OF, RELATIVE NUMBERS,
SEX AND AGE GROUP: 1960, 1968 TO 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of

Year Absolute numbers Relative numbers!
Non- Non- Non- Non-
Total |White?| white® | White?| white® | Total | White? | white? | White® | white®
boys boys girls girls boys boys girls gitls

Under 16 years of age

1960 ...} 6,133 | 1,846 | 3,140 336 811 100 | 100 100 160 100
1968 ... 8,675 | 1,811 [ 5,408 376 1,080 141 98 172 112 133
1969 ...| 9,894 | 1,969 | 6,370 396 1,159 161 107 203 118 143
1970 ...} 9,940 } 2,203 | 6,145 448 1,144 162 ] 119 196 133 141
1971 ...} 10,564 ) 2,348 | 6,638 386 1,192 172 | 127 2tt 15 147
1972 ... 8,534 | 2,056 | 5,i03 374 1,001 139 ) 111 163 i 123
1973 ... 9,037 2472 ] 5,175 421 969 i47 § 134 165 125 119
1974 ...} B,869 | 2,476 | 4,974 435 984 145 1 134 158 129 121
1975 ... 9,204 2310 539 422 1,081 150 | 125 172 126 133
1976 ...0 7,935 {1,968 | 4,643 421 903 129 ¢ 107 148 125 11
1977 ...} 5866 | 1,697 | 3,259 273 637 96 92 104 81 79
1978 6,121 | 1,837 | 3,660 192 432 100 | 100 117 57 hE]

Over 16 years of age

1960 ...1 3,635 { 1,159 | 1,902 227 347 160 { 100 160 100 100
1968 ...{ 5,835 [ 1,603 | 3,616 209 407 160 | 138 190 92 117
1969 ...| 6,574 | 1,395 | 4,312 229 438 181 138 227 101 126
1970 ...} 7,387 | 1,999 | 4,626 284 478 203 ¢ 172 243 125 138
1971 ...| 8,746* | 2,388 | 3,542 298 518 241 | 206 291 131 149
1972 ...1 7,133 {2,090 | 4,315 248 480 196 | 180 227 109 138
1973 ...] 8,193 [ 2,702 | 4,666 320 505 225 233 245 14] 146
1974 ...] 8,837 | 2,850 5,087 317 583 243 | 246 267 140 168
1975 .4 9,046 | 2,583 | 5,483 311 669 249 1 223 288 137 193
1976 - ...| 8,126 | 2,560 | 4,737 282 547 224 | 221 249 124 158
1977 ...} 6,449 | 2,160 | 3,681 238 370 177] 186 194 105 107
1978 ... 6,447 |['2,152 | 3,728 214 353 177 § 186 196 94 102

" ! Relative numbers are computed on data for 1960 as bases, indicated as 100, and data for subsequent
years are computied as percentages.
% Includes Hispanics.
? Includes Blacks and an insignificant number of children of other races.
* Includes age not reported, 88 cases,
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TABLE 8

NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVOLVED IN DELINQUENCY CASES
BY AGE, SEX, AND RACE: 1978

Delinquency cases! Individual children?
disposed of involved in cases disposed of
Age and sex
of children White Non- White Non-
Total white+ | Total white+
Totalt | Hispanic Totalt | Hispanic

Total cases 12,568 | 4,395 731 8,173 8,810 3,252 537 5,558

Boys (total) | 11,377 [ 3,989 696 7,388 7,831 2,942 | 508 4,889

Under 16 years

(total) ........ 5,497 1,837 375 3,660 3,945 1,426 288 2,519
Under 10 years 8 1 — 7 7 1 —_ 6
10 years ....... 109 39 18 70 88 33 15 55
11 years ....... . 221 75 19 146 182 67 17 115
12 years ..,.... 507 163 40 344 398 130 30 268
13years ........ 968 299 63 669 730 249 49 481
14 years ........ 1,455 504 95 951 1,028 382 72 646
15 years ........ 2,229 756 140 1,473 1,512 564 105 948
16 and 17 years

(total) ........ 5,880 | 2,152 321 3,728 3,886 1,516 220 2,370
16 years ....... 2,918 1,034 158 1,884 1,940 751 118 1,189
17 years ........ 2,962 1,118 163 1,844 1,946 765 102 1,181

Girls (total) 1,191 406 35 785 979 310 29 669
Under 16 years

(total) ......... 624 192 26 432 540 173 22 367
Under 10 years 2 —_ —_ 2 2 —_ —_ 2
10 years ........ 15 3 o1 12 15 3 1 12
11 years ........ 17 7 —_ 10 17 7 — 10
12 years ....... 60 12 4 48 57 12 4 45
13 years ........ 107 30 9 77 | 9 27 6 69
14 years ........ 193 62 4 131 162 54 4 108
15 years ........ 230 78 8 152 191 70 7 121
16 and 17 years

(total) ........ 567 214 9 353 439 137 7 302
16 years ....,.. 293 107 8 186 228 71 7 157
17 years ........ 274 107 1 167 211 66 — 145

! In counting ‘‘cases’’ each child is counted separately and as many times as he was dealt with by the
court on a new delinquency charge disposed of during the year.

21n counting ‘‘children’’ each child is counted only once — the first time he was dealt with by the court
on a new delinquency charge disposed of during the year.

fIncludes Hispanics.

+Includes Blacks and an insignificant number of children of other races.
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TABLE 9

DELINQUENCY CASES, INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN BY RESIDENCE, AND
PERCENT OF CHILD POPULATION: 1978

Individual children
Residents
Child Delinquency Non-
Age and sex population! cases Total | residents | Number Percent
population

Total .......... 323,785 12,568 8,810 247 8,563 2.6
7to 15 years ...... 259,464 6,121 4,485 70 4415 1.7
16 and'17 years ..... 64,321 6,447 4,325 177 4,148 6.4
Boys (total) .... 164,312 11,377 7,831 206 7,625 4.6
Under 10 years ..... 41,835 8 9 — 9 e
0 years ...oiuoetn 13,733 109 103 2 101 0.7
11 years ........... 13,997 221 182 2 180 1.3
12years ........... 14,519 507 398 1 397 2.7
[3years ........... 14,990 968 730 7 723 4.8
Hyears ........... 16,344 1,455 1,028 13 1,015 6.2
1S5years ....ooveenn. 16,218 2,229 1,512 36 1,476 9.1
6 years. ......o..... 15,918 2,918 1,940 68 1,872 1.7
17 years ...... TR 16,758 2,962 1,946 77 1,869 1.1
Girls (total) ..... 159,473 1,191 979 41 938 0.6
Under 10 years ..... 40,409 2 2 — 2 A
W0years ........... 13,415 15 15 —_ 15 0.1
Il years ........... 13,865 17 17 —_ 17 0.1
12years ............ 14,070 60 57 1 56 0.4
3years ........... 14,886 107 96 —_ 96 0.6
14 years ........... 15,389 193 162 3 159 1.0
ISyears ........... 15,794 230 191 5 186 1.2
I6years ........... 15,524 293 228 12 216 1.4
17 years ...,....vn.. 16,121 274 211 20 191 1.2

* Less than 0.1 percent,
! Information supplied by the Board of Education, School District of Philadelphia.
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TABLE 10

DELINQUENCY RATIOS: RESIDENT CHILDREN OF PHILADELPHIA BY
AGE GROUP: 1965, 1973 TO 1978

Delinquent children, 7 to 17 years Ratio per 1,000
of age, residents of Philadelphia population
Year and Non- Non-
age group Total White | White white white Total Boys Girls

Boys Girls Boys Girls

7 to 17 years:

1965 .. ....... 7,980 2,086 392 4,403 1,096 21 33 8
1973 ..., 11,078 3,165 503 6,248 1,162 31 52 9
1974 ......... 11,821 3,522 556 6,511 1,238 33 55 10
1975 ..., 11,628 | 3,138 511 6,578 1,401 33 54 11
1976 ......... 10,694 { 2,994 513 6,028 1,159 32 53 i0
1977 ......... 8,527 |. 2,619 | 367 4,744 797 26 44 7
1978 ......... 8,563 2,785 286 4,840 652 26 46 6
7 to 15 years:

1965 ......... 4,844 1,229 246 2,594 775 15 23 6
1973 ..., 6,072 1,567 302 3,439 764 21 34 7
1974 ......... 6,242 [,748 326 3,397 771 22 35 8
1975 ... 6,140 | 1,520 291 3,480 849 21 34 8
1976 ......... 5,525 1,407 302 3,110 706 20 33 7
1977 (ooevien 4,300 1,226 206 2,363 505 16 27 5
1978 ,..... e 4,415 1,381 168 2,503 363 17 29 4
14 and 15 years

1965 ......... 2,828 721 183 1,441 483 44 66 21
1973 ..., 3,701 950 214 2,087 450 57 94 21
1974 ......... 3,952 1,077 217 2,154 504 59 96 22
1975 ... 3,993 997 219 2,267 510 59 95 22
1976 ..., . 3,625 952 229 1,980 464 56 90 21
1977 ... 2,877 849 157 1,550 321 45 75 15
1978 .. ....... 2,836 208 119 1,583 226 44 75 11
16 and 17 years

1965 ......... 3,136 860 146 1,809 221 49 81 15
1973 ..ooiiiie 5,006 1,598 201 2,809 398 74 (28 8
1974 ........ . 5,579 1,774 224 3,114 467 83 134 2]
1975 ..., 5,488 1,618 220 3,098 552 83 143 23
1976 .....ohn.. 5,169 1,587 2t 2,918 453 81 136 21
1977 ool 4,227 1,393 161 2,381 292 65 114 15

1978 ......... 4,148 1,404 118 2,337 289 64 13 13
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TABLE 11

REASON FOR REFERRAL OF DELINQUENCY CASES BY
PLACE OF DISPOSITION: 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of
Disposed of Adjusted
Offenses Total through through intake
court hearing interviews
Both
sexes | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls
Total cases .......ovvvvvnunes 12,568 { 11,377 | 1,191 | 9,431 | 906 | 1,946 | 285
Injury to person (total) ............ © 2,005 1,621 | 384 | 1,390 | 273 231 | 111
Homicide .........covviinnennn 27 25 2 25 2 — —_
Aggravated assault ............. 911 772 139 7191 118 53 21
Assault . 640 482 158, 346 93 136 65
Assault on police officer ........ 214 165 49 153 40 12 9
Terroristic threats .............. 188 154 34 124 18 30 16
Otheis ....vvivreivnneraneeanns 25 23 2 23 2 — —
Stealing (total) ..........c.ccuvens 7,661 | 7,206 455 | 6,451 | 399 755 56
Burglary ....o.iiiiiiiiiiiiiin 2,849 | 2,768 81 | 2,518 71 250 10
Robbery ........coovivvan'nnn. 1,563 | 1,497 66 | 1,434 60 63 6
Larceny ....iiiiiivieeniiiiiin 1,922 | 1,812 110 | 1,474 97 338 13
Autotheft .........covvininnen 690 660 30 627 26 33 4
Receiving stolen property ....... 122 118 4 97 3 21 1
Retail theft ...... e 316 192 124 166 | 105 26 19
Fraud, forgery, etc. .......c..0n 199 159 40 135 37 24 3
Weapons offenses (total) .......... 443 417 26 331 22 86 4
Possessing instruments of crime .. 418 392 26 321 22 71 4
Prohibited offensive weapons .... 16 16 —_ 41 — 12 —
Violation UFA! ................ 4 4 — 2| - 2 —_
Others .......ocviiviiiinannnn. 5 5 — 4 _ 1 —
Sex offenses (total) ............... 256 227 29 207 22 20 7
Rape ....covvviiinneniiinnins 96 96 —_ 96 — — —
Indecent assault ................ 50 48 2 34 1 14 1
Deviate sexual intercourse ...... 68 64 4 61 4 3 —_—
Others ....viviivnnrinennerenas 42 19 23 16 17 3 6
Drug law violations (total) ......... 1,105 998 107 461 74 537 33
Possession and use of drugs ..... 825 757 68 298 40 459 28
Sale and use of drugs ........... 280 241 39 163 34 78 5

1 Uniform Firearms Act.
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TABLE 11-—Concluded

REASON FOR REFERRAL OF DELINQUENCY CASES BY
PLACE OF DISPOSITION: 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of
Disposed of Adjusted
Offenses Total through through intake
court hearing interviews
Both

sexes | Boys [ Girls | Boys. | Girls | Boys | Girls

Ungovernable behavior (total) ..... 382 305 77 265 70 40 7
Runaway from home ............ 41 12 29 12 29 — —_
Runaway from institution ....... 328 287 41 247 34 40 7
Incorrigible ........ i 13 6 7 6 7 — _
Malicious mischief (total) .......... 602 508 94 290 40 238 54
Vandalism ............ Cerereese 145 128 17 112 13 16 4
ATSON ..vvivrnrvvenrrncisnns v 45 38 7 34 7 4 —
Disorderly conduct ............. 150 118 32 35 8 83 24
Trespassing ...oveercennen Ceae 110 96 14 66 4 30 10
Conspiracy ......... veenees veas 24 20 4 6 2 14 2
Resisting an officer ....... Ceaie 75 63 12 22 3 4] 9
Harassment ..c........... Ceraes 14 8 6 2 2 [ 4
Others . .o.vvvivnievnnronnveness 39 37 2 13 1 24 1
Liquor law violations ............ . 5 5 —_ — —_ 5] —
Motor-vehicle violations (total) .... 48 45 3 14 2 3i I
Driving under influence ...... ven 45 42 3 1 2 31 i
Others ..v.veveiinvenneecinnnn. 3 3 _ — —_ —_ —_
Miscellaneous offenises ............ 61 45 i6 22 4 23 12
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TABLE 12
REASON FOR REFERRAL OF DELINQUENCY CASES BY SEX AND RACE: 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of

Cffenses Boys : Girls
Total

Total ‘White | Non-white | Total |White {Non-white

Total cases ...... ceen 12,568 11,377 | 3,989 7388 |1,191 | 406 785
Injury to person (total) ...., 2,005 | 1,621 619 1,002 384 1 89 295
Homicide ............... 27 25 6 19 2 1 1
Aggravated assgult .,.... 911 772 283 489 139 | 38 101
Assault .......0hl. R 640 482 186 296 158 | 27 131
Assanlt on police officer 214 165 86 79 49 | 19 30
Terroristic threats ....... 188 154 55 99 34 4 30
Others ............ deres 25 23 3 20 2| — 2
Stealing (total) ............ 7,661 | 7,206 2,246 4,960 455 (139 316
Burglary ...oovveiiiinen 2,849 {2,768 1,141 1,627 81 | 43 38
Robbery .........c..uue, 1,563 | 1,497 167 1,330 66 | 12 54
Auto theft .............. 690 660 268 392 30 | 27 3
Larceny ...... e 1,922 | 1,812 583 1,229 110 | 41 69
Retail theft ............. 316 192 10 182 124 H 113
Receiving stolen property 122 118 46 72 4 1 3
Fraud, forgery, etc. ...... 199 159 31 128 40 4 36
Weapons offenses (total) ... 443 417 135 282 26 7 19
Possessing instruments of
Crime .iviveivinnionn. 418 392 124 268 26 7 19
Prohibited offensive
WeAPONS + v vvvrrnsansnn 16 16 6 10 — | — —
Violation UFA! . ...... 4 4 3 1 —_ - —_
Others .......ivvvvunnn. 5 5 2 3 — | — —
Sex offenses (total) ........ ‘256 227 45 182 29 | 14 15
Rape .......ccoovvvnenns 96 96 9 87 —_ | - —
Indecent assault ......... 50 48 11 37 2] — 2
Deviate sexual intercourse 68 64 18 46 4 2 2
Others ......vvvvvruraa 42 19 7 12 23 12 11
Drug law violations (total) .. | [,105 998 520 478 107 | 65 42
Possession and use of
drugs ...ooieiiiea 825 757 375 382 68 | 34 34
Sale and use of drugs ... 280 241 145 96 39 | 31 8

! Uniform Firearms Act.
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TABLE 12—Concluded
REASON FOR REFERRAL OF DELINQUENCY CASES BY SEX AND RACE: 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of

Offenses Boys Girls
Total
Total | White | Non-white | Total | White | Non-white

Ungovernable behavior |

(total) ............. Ceens 382 305 92 213 77 29 48

Runaway from home ..... 41 12 6 6 29 10 19

Runaway from institution 328 287 84 203 41 18 23

Incorrigible ... .......... 13 6 2 4 7 1 6
Malicious mischief (total) ... 602 508 266 242 94 5t 43

Vandalism ....icovvvens 145 128 68 60 17 6 1

ATSON oivvvvnverennes 45 38 24 14 7 6 1

Disorderly conduct ...... 150 118 63 55 32 22 10

Trespassing ..... Ceeieans 110 96 46 50 14 11 3

Conspiracy ............. 24 20 10 10 4 i 3

Resisting an officer ...... 75 63 35 28 12 5 7

False fire alarms  ........ 18 18 8 10 — — —_

Harassment ....... AP 14 8 2 6 6 —_ 6

Others ...... v | 18 17 10 7 1 — 1
Liquor law violations ...... 5 5 5 — - — —_
Motor-vehicle violations

(total) ......ocvvenininns 48 45 41 4 3 3 —

Driving under influence .. 45 42 40 2 3 3 —

Others .......... vereens 3 3 i 2 — — —
Miscelfaneous offenses ..... 61 45 20 25 16 9 7
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION—1978

TABLE 13

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY AGE AND SEX: 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of
Line A ds
. ge and Sex .
No Other | Injury | weapons
Total ) Burglary | Robbery | Larceny | gteating | 10 offenses
person
i Boys' cases ... {11,377 | 2,768 1,497 1,812 i,129 1,621 417
2 | Under 10 years .... 8 — 2 1 —_ 3 —
3 | 0years ..o.o.u..n 109 28 15 13 3 28 4
4 { llyears ..oovvnuens 221 79 20 40 11 29 4
5| 12years ...ooiiiniin 507 150 72 99 35 82 15
6 | 13years ........uus 968 313 131 188 66 106 41
7 | 1dyears .....oo00 1,455 384 212 300 119 197 40
8 [ 15years ........... 2,229 561 330 347 207 297 87
9 | 16years ........vin 2,918 658 357 414 339 429 115
10 ] 17 years «..vveuenes 12,962 595 358 410 349 450 111
11 Girls’ cases .... | 1,191 81 66 110 198 384 26
12 } Under 10 years .... 2 — — — — 2 —
13 { 10years ........... 15 1 —_ i 1 10 —_
14 | Il1years ........... 17 — 1 2 —_ 12 —
15 Y 12years ........... 60 3 2 7 2 34 1
16 | 13years ........... 107 7 8 12 7 41 5
17 | 1d4years ..oouvnenn. 193 22 9 18 22 68 7
18 [ 15years ........... 230 18 21 24 30 71 6
19 | 16years ........... 293 17 15 29 67 77 1
20 {17 years ....... v 274 13 10 17 69 69 6
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TABLE 13 — Concluded

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY AGE AND SEX: 1978

57

Delinquency c¢ases disposed of

Sex Ungovern- Drug Dis- Other All
Line offenses able law Vandalism! | orderly malicious other
No. behavior violation conduct mischief offenses
1 227 305 998 166 118 224 95
2 — —_ 1 1 — —_ —
3 5 —_— 1 7 — 5 —
4 15 3 1 9 1 9 —
5 9 6 7 11 2 17 2
6 23 16 18 26 5 12 3
7 22 3] 76 31 5 29 3
8 45 61 185 29 14 55 11
9 51 84 316 27 48 49 31
10 57 98 373 25 43 48 45
11 29 77 107 24 32 38 19
12 — —_ — — — —_ —
13 —_ — —_— 1 — 1 —
14 — — 1 1 — — —
15 1 2 2 3 — 2 1
16 1 13 1 6 1 4 1
17 1 17 8 5 8 s 3
18 5 17 15 1 9 9 4
19 10 15 38 3 7 10 4
20 11 13 42 4 7 7 6

Hncludes arson.
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION—1978

TABLE 14

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY AREA OF OCCURRENCE: 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of

Line Philadelphia Injury Stealing
No. Police Districts Total to Other
person | Burglary |Robbery | Larceny | stealing
| Total cases ..... 12,568 2,005 2,849 1,563 1,922 1,327
2 Police arrests (totals) 11,521 1,400 2,816 1,548 1,821 1,223
3 Ist District .......00 276 41 74 26 48 23
4 2nd District ,........ 279 19 68 6 47 41
5 3rd District ......... 291 43 67 53 40 17
6 4th District ...... Vs 428 52 70 46 87 17
7 5th District ...... 151 18 43 4 32 10
8 6th District ......... 928 62 91 159 182 304
9 7th District ......... 513 76 161 26 60 59
10 9th District ......... 666 66 61 124 133 87
11 12th District ., ....... 580 115 140 79 61 45
12 14th District . .,.... 569 &7 176 92 91 43
13 15th District ........ 604 71 124 46 88 73
14 16th District ........ 308 50 59 52 45 22
15 17th District ........ 336 65 67 54 34 25
16 18th District ........ 583 66 147 103 98 52
17 19th District ........ 619 86 137 137 83 49
18 22nd District ........ 594 77 163 93 104 39
i9 23rd District ........ . 487 2 106 91 93 30
20 24th District ....... . 292 26 79 8 64 38
21 25th District ........ 915 85 335 60 126 91
22 26th District ........ 781 86 333 62 105 44
23 35th District ........ 729 80 198 130 101 64
24 39th District ........ 463 62 100 74 72 39
25 Others .......co.u0 129 25 17 23 27 it
26 Other referrals ........ 1,047 605 33 15 101 104
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TABLE 14—Concluded
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REASON FOR REFERRAL BY AREA OF OCCURRENCE: 1978

Line

Delinquency cases disposed of

no. Weapons Ungovernable Sex Drug law Malicious oﬁll(lar
offenses behavior offenses violation mischief offenses
i 443 382 256 1,105 602 114
2 409 367 222 1,101 519 95
3 14 f1 3 25 9 2
4 12 4 2 58 20 2
5 11 9 7 30 14 _
6 14 3 3 105 26 5
7 —_— 3 3 21 16 1
8 26 8 19 44 27 6
9 19 7 5 52 28 20
10 19 60 31 47 34 4
11 32 11 10 57 23 7
12 20 19 9 35 15 2
13 20 16 4 111 41 10
14 10 9 4 47 10 —_
15 19 15 8 46 2 1
16 27 18 11 47 12 T2
17 21 19 12 50 22 3
18 26 37 16 19 15 5
19 16 13 22 25 26 3
20 9 5 2 38 23 —_
21 22 34 8 104 38 12
22 15 21 10 64 37 4
23 30 14 21 44 46 1
24 25 28 10 23 29 1
25 2 3 2 9 6 4
26 34 15 34 4 33 19
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* PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DELINQUENCY
CASES BY RESIDENCE AREA: 1978
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r'— NORTH CENTRAL
BERKS 20.0%

WEST CENTRAL
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* Percentages were computed for first six months of 1978, Districts were then realigned,
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TABLE 15

FAMILY COURT DIVISION—-1978

REASON FOR REFERRAL: 1968 TO 1978

Stealing
Injury Weapons
Year and Total to offe§ses
sex Auto Burelary | Robb Other | person
theft urglary | Robbery stealing

Boys' cases

1968 ...... e eeieeas 12,438 1,501 2,303 873 1,519 1,746 503
1969 ...... e, 14,246 1,758 2,679 1,243 1,571 1,952 676
1970 .ooiiieiiiiianan 14,973 1,675 2,842 1,431 1,360 2,187 715
1971 i, R 16,916 1,545 3,205 1,643 1,701 2,306 805
1972 i 13,564 1,000 2,477 1,553 1,170 1,735 655
1973 o 15,015 1,274 2,751 1,807 1,534 1,861 778
1974 i 15,387 1,006 2,953 1,788 2,142 1,823 651
1975 ....... reeedersaae 15,767 730 3,090 2,268 2,565 1,776 677
1976 ..vviniines Ceeeias 13,908 774 2,641 1,389 2,619 1,926 659
1977 e 10,797 716 2,302 1,098 1,797 1,606 631
1978 tvvvirenerininennans 11,377 660 2,768 1,497 2,281 1,621 417
Girls’ cases

1968 ...t | 2,072 41 49 47 282 235 39
1969 . vvrrrreni i iirens 2,222 23 54 79 284 282 27
1976 ..... N 2,354 39 79 44 319 336 i5
) L7 2,394 32 76 81 542 318 34
1972 i e 2,103 13 44 82 437 313 28
1973 .ooiivieae R 2,215 35 54 93 488 322 28
1974 .. iviiniiniinianns 2,319 24 73 86 579 340 36
1975 e ... 2,483 8 97 76 707 322 43
1976 . viviiiiiiinani s 2,153 25 64 49 506 323 33
1977 v e ieiennan 1,518 21 65 51 188 307 46
1978 ... i 1,191 30 81 66 278 384 26




JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

TABLE 15 — Concluded

REASON FOR REFERRAL: 1968 TO 1978

63

Malicious mischief
Year and Sex gr:ig‘l/; ?;:/g otAhlLr
sex offenses behavior | violation| 2is0rderly) Vandal- | Other 1 ;e coq
conduct ism acts

Boys’ cases
1968 .. vvviiiiiiii, 382 818 199 798 623 791 581
1969 v 412 1,135 357 692 784 461 883
1970 ...oiiiiiiiiean, 300 1,013 647 926 772 694 1,058
971 i iins 409 681 656 1,492 802 1,337 990
1972 oo 355 781 407 1,166 626 1,311 735
1973 e 433 625 739 1,209 446 1,171 387
1974 .. it 480 602 1,040 1,333 376 940 253
1975 ..... e 352 644 1,117 899 527 822 300
1976 ..o 274 704 1,161 442 405 697 217
1977 (i 198 637 998 127 225 317 145
1978 vt 227 305 998 118 128 262 95
Girls® cases
1968 . .vvrvvieiininenannn 283 847 32 82 36 63 68
1969 ...vvrviiineiinnenns 124 1,017 46 88 69 48 127
1970 o.oevvinide, 99 1,018 77 127 77 39 162
1971 o, 45 784 90 139 58 110 175
1972 . 36 721 59 131 69 116 113
1973 i 23 710 88 162 37 121 54
1974 .. viiiiiiiini,, 21 718 101 174 29 95 43
1975 it 14 757 i1 149 53 107 29
1976 .vviiiiiiiiiiiee, 9 745 127 87 31 122 32
1977 o 7 609 114 21 20 39 30
1978 i 29 77 107 32 17 45 19
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TABLE 16
OFFENSES, RELATIVE NUMBERS, PERCENT DISTRIBUTION: 1970, 1975TO 1978
Offenses Delinquency cases
1970 1975 1976 1977 1978

Total cases ........... 17,327 18,250 16,061 12,315 12,568
Burglary ...... Neeviveeras 2,921 3,187 2,705 2,367 2,849
Robbery .........c... ceen 1,475 2,344 1,438 1,149 1,563
Aunto theft ............ oo 1,714 748 799 737 690
Other stealing ......... . 1,679 3,272 3,125 1,985 2,559
Injury to person .......... 2,523 2,098 2,249 1,913 2,005
Weapons offenses ......... 730 720 652 677 443
Ungovernable behavior ... 2,031 1,401 1,449 1,246 382
Sex offenses ....... NN 399 366 283 205 256
Liquor law violation ....... 143 176 80 3 5
Drug law violation ........ 724 1,228 1,288 1,112 1,105
Malicicus mischief . ........ 2,653 2,557 1,784 749 602
All other offenses ..... ees 335 {53 169 172 109

RELATIVE NUMBERS!

All offenses ........ . 100 105 93 71 73
Burglary ......... e 160 i09 93 81 97
Robbery ............ute. . 100 159 97 78 106
Auto theft ...,...... N 100 44 47 43 40
Other stealing ...... vereis 100 195 186 118 152
Injury to person .......... 100 83 29 76 79
Weapons offenses ......... 100 39 95 93 61
Ungovernable behavior ... 100 69 71 61 19
Sex offenses ........... v 100 92 71 51 64
Liquor law violation ....... 100 123 56 2 3
Drug law violation ....... ‘e 100 170 178 154 153
Malicious mischief ........ 100 926 67 28 23
All other offenses ......... 100 46 50 51 33

) PERCENT DISTRIBUTION?

All offenses ...., PP 100 100 100 100 100
Burglary .....c.ieenn, N 17 17 17 i9 23
Rabbery ....... N g 13 9 9 12
Auto theft ....... 10 4 5 6 5
Other stealing .......... ‘. 10 i8 19 ! 16 20
Injury to person .......... 15 11 14 16 16
Weapons offenses ......... 4 4 4 5 4
Ungovernable behavior ... 12 8 9 10 3
Sex offenses ........ Ceanen 2 2 2 2 2
Liquor law violation ....... 1 1 0.5 —~3 —38
Drug law violation ........ 4 7 8 9 9
Malicious mischief ........ 15 14 3 6 5
All other offenses ......... 2 1 i 1 1

! Relative numbers are computed on data for 1970 as bases, indicated by 100, and data for subsequent
years are computed as percentages.,

2 Distributive percentages are not adjusted to make them total 100.

3 T.ess than 0.5%
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TABLE 17
SOURCE OF REFERRAL BY SEX AND RACE: 1978
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Delinquency cases disposed of

Boys Girls
Source of reference

Total Non- . Non-

Total | White | pite | Total White | oo

Total cases ..,..c.vunen .. | 12,568 111,377 | 3,989 | 7,388 1,191 406 785
Police arrests ...........0iuse 11,521 | 10,585 | 3,652 | 6,933 936 346 590
Percent 92 93 92 94 .19 85 75
Other referrals (total) ....... 1,047 792 337 455 255 60 195
Authorities outside Phila. ..... 189 162 67 95 27 6 21
Individual ................... 796 586 259 327 210 50 160
Parent or relative ............ 43 29 8 21 14 4 10
School authorities ............ 9 5 1 4 4 — 4
Institution or agency ......... 4 4 —_ 4 — — _—
Family Court .........cccu... 5 5 2 3 — — —
Counseling and Referral Unit .. 1 1 —_ 1 —_ _ —
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TABLE 18
RESIDENCE OF CHILD AND MARITAL STATUS OF NATURAL PARENTS: 1978

Children* in delinquency cases disposed of
Residence of child and Boys Girls
ari \
marital status of parents Total ol | i Nom 1 ‘ Nor
ota e | white | Total | White | e
Total children ....... RN 8,810 | 7.831 {2,942 {4,889 | 979 310 669
Children living at home
@otal) ..ol i .. | 7,911 { 7,087 { 2,778 | 4,309. | 824 277 547
With both parents ...... SR 3,157 | 2,866 | 1,563 { 1,303 | 291 147 144
Parents married to
each other ......... Vabeansaes 3,100 j 2,816 y 1,560 | 1,256 284 146 138
Parents not married! ............ 57 50 3 47 7 1 6
With parent and stepparent ........ 421 372 173 199 49 23 26
Motherdead ................... 8 7 4 3 1 — 1
Fatherdead ...........ccvuvnsn 62 56 16 40 6 4 2
Parents divorced ............... 309 274 148 126 35 16 i9
Parents not married? ............ 30 27 . 4 23 3 3 —
Marital status not reported ...... 12 8 1 7 4 — 4
With motheronly ................ 4,011 | 3,555 916 | 2,639 | 456 96 360
Fatherdead ......coovevevnen.. 783 706 224 482 77 21 56
Parents divorced ............... 162 146 41 105 ) 3 13
Parents separated ..... aeeesann 2,529 | 2,226 609 | 1,617 | 303 66 237
Parents not married? ......... ves 357 319 16 303 38 3 35
Marital status not reported ...... 180 158 26 132 22 3 19
With father only .........ooivienns 322 | 204 | 126 | 168 | 28 11 17
Motherdead .........c..cvuuunn 72 67 42 25 5 2 3
Parents divorced ............... 18 17 12 5 1 1 —
Parents separated .............. 216 194 69 125 22 8 14
Parents not married! ............ 9 9 — 9 —_ —_ —
Marital status not reported ...... 7 7 3 4 | — —_ —_—

* In counting ‘‘children™ each child is counted only once — the first time he was dealt with by the
court on a new delinquency charge disposed of during the year.
! Child’s natural parents not married to each other.
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TABLE 18—Concluded

RESIDENCE OF CHILD AND MARITAL STATUS OF NATURAL PARENTS: 1978

Children* in delinquency cases disposed of
Residence of child and Boys Girls
marital status of parents Total . Non- ‘ Non-
Total | White | ypite | Total | White [, pee
Children not living at home
(total) oo e 777 656 138 518 121 26 95
Other family home? ............... 667 581 116 465 86 15 71
Parents married and living
together ........oiiiiii., 41 37 13 24 4 t 3
Mother dead ..........ivivvenn. 110 93 13 80 17 5 12
Father dead ..............onus. 79 71 10 61 8 2 6
Both parents dead .............. 55 49 3! 38 6 — 6
Parents divorced ............... 23 20 8 12 3 1 2
Parents separated ............. 174 153 44 109 21 3 18
Parents not married! ............ 51 48 5 43 3 — 3
Married status not reported ...... 134 110 12 98 24 3 21
Ininstitution ........coiiieniinn., 86 63 15 48 23 5 18
Parents married and living
together ....oivviiniiiiiiiann il Q 3 6 — 2
Mother dead .......vvviiiaieaa 5 5 2 3 —_ _— —
Fatherdead .................... 10 7 1 5 3 - 3
Both parents dead .............. 4 2 1 f 2 2 —
Parents divorced ............... 2 1 I — 1 — !
Parents separated .............. 30 22 6 16 8 2 6
Parents not married? ............ 5 3 — 3 2 e 2
Marital status not reported ...... 19 14 I 13 5 I 4
Independent arrangement ......... 24 12 7 5 12 6 6
Parents married and living
together ........ ... coiiiins, 4 2 i 1 2 1 1
Motherdead .............. ... 1 — —_— — 1 — 1
Fatherdead ........covvivniut, 3 2 2 — 1 — 1
Parents divorced ............... 1 — —_ — 1 — |
Parents separated .............. 6 3 2 1 3 1 2
Parents not married' ............ 3 3 1 2 — — —
Marital status not reported ...... 6 2 1 I 4 4 _—
Residence of child not reported ....., 122 88 26 62 34 7 27

*In counting *‘children’ each child is counted only once—the first time he was dealt with by the
court on a new delinquency charge disposed of during the year.

!Child’s natural parents not.married to each other.

*With foster parents, relatives, guardians, etc.
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TABLE 19

PARENTAL MARITAL RELATIONSHIP!: 1974 to 1978
CHILDREN,* COUNTED AS OF FIRST OFFENSE IN YEAR

Children in delinquency cases disposed of
Parental marital relationship
Living together
Sex, race,
and year
Total Parents Parents Parent/s
married nof ‘deceased
Total married
to each
other to each
other
White boys
1974 ...... RO 3,719 2,174 2,168 6 385
1975 . iviiiviiniennns 3,338 1,901 1,891 10 343
1976 ....covvvnn R 3,217 1,864 1,860 4 345
1977 tviiininninnn, 2,839 1,563 1,562 1 291
1978 L .iiiiiiiiiiisn 2,942 1,582 1,579 3 330
Non-white boys
1974 ciiviiiniinninens 6,587 2,222 2,187 35 930
1975 & veiiireieiiens 6,654 2,138 2,076 62 951
1976 o.ivvivevneennnn 6,108 1,888 1,845 43 875
1977 i 4,809 1,381 1,352 29 726
1978 it 4,889 1,345 1,298 47 748
White girls
1974 ....iiiiiie.s R 643 337 336 i 72
1975 ........ RN 605 280 277 3 60
1976 cviviiienineinen 579 267 266 1 79
1977 ...... Cereenenes 425 197 197 — 48
1978 oiiieinniinionns 310 149 148 1 37
Non-white girls
1974 . ivvvviriiiinnn 1,278 345 334 1t 192
1975 1 iiiveniinenenes 1,422 402 389 13 224
1976 . ivivinnnnennn 1,186 313 304 9 170
1977 ivvviiiendonns 814 209 199 10 103
1978 1viiiiiiieieas 669 150 144 6 96

'Parental marital relationship refers only to the child’s natural parents at time child was referred to
court in present case.

2In counting ‘‘children’’ each child is counted only once — the first time he was dealt with on a new
delinquency charge. disposed of during the year.



JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 69

TABLE 19—Concluded

PARENTAL MARITAL RELATIONSHIP': 1974 TO 1978
CHILDREN ,? COUNTED AS OF FIRST OFFENSE IN YEAR

Children in delinquency cases disposed of
Parental marital relationship
Sex, race,
and year Not living together
Not
Totat Divorced Sepa- Not reported
rated married
White boys
1974 .. ivenieinnnns 1,038 203 751 84 112
1975 oiviiiiinnann 1,010 203 768 39 84
1976 ...iiiiiiiin.s 953 196 708 49 55
1977 rvieriieiienns 909 187 690 32 76
1978 oveiiiiiinnans 975 214 735 26 55
Non-white boys
1974 .ol 3,089 224 2,151 4 346
1975 coviinniininnns 3,257 370 2,308 579 308
1976 .ooiviiiiiinnns 3,136 362 2,295 479 209
1977 oviiniiniinnenn 2,527 241 1,976 310 175
1978 .oiiiiiiiienns 2,508 249 1,874 385 288
White girls
1974 ..oviiiiinninn 204 48 134 22 30
1975 (s 239 61 150 28 26
1976 v.vvriveinnenens 218 61 145 12 15
1977 o iiiiienninnins 168 41 120 7 12
1978 . iiiviiiininns R 108 21 84 3 16
Non-white girls

1974 ... i, , 666 65 394 207 75
1975 oo 713 103 47 139 83
1976 ..ovvviiiiniiinn 637 84 428 125 66
1977 .oovvvnns. feenae 453 52 343 58 49
1978 vvvvvrivnnenn. 355 36 278 41 68

!Parental marital relationship refers only to the child’s natural parents at time child was referred to
court in present case.

%In counting *‘children” each child is counted only once — the first time he was dealt with on a new
delinquency charge disposed -of during the year.
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TABLE 20
RESIDENCE OF CHILD: 1974 TO 1978

Children in delinquency cases disposed of

Residence of child

Race, sex Own h With
wn home i . .
and year Total with both | parent With | With | In otp T} In insti-] Not
mother|father! family ;
own land step- : ; h . | tution {reported
parents' | parent only | only ome
White boys
1974 ....... Ceiens 3,719 2,145 258 946 161 153 28 28
1975 ..., vere. 1 3,338 1,872 227 914 | 144 132 2 27
1976 ......... veeo | 3,217 1,844 181 879 144 127 17 25
1977 .oviiiinnn.. 2,839 1,549 179 817 121 113 23 37
1978 ...iiiiiinan, 2,942 1,563 173 916 126 123 15 26
Non-white boys
1974 ..., . 1 6,587 2,169 359 3,059 | 258 626 78 38
1975 ...... e 6,654 2,097 345 3,198 | 275 616 75 48
1976 ...... Vereens 6,108 1,844 298 3,061 | 223 538 71 73
1977 ....... Cerees 4,809 1,355 227 2,515 | 180 429 58 45
1978 ........ veres | 4,889 1,303 199 2,639 | 168 470 48 62
White girls
1974 ..., 643 330 53 179 | 26 35 13 7
1975 ..., 605 271 77 175 13 29 27 8
1976 ... il 579 263 58 166 | 25 35 25 7
1977 ..... Cereeens 425 187 43 134 15 30 1 5
1978 ...... Ceven. . 310 147 23 96 11 21 5 7
Non-white girls
137 SR 1,278 33t 94 611 31 167 32 12
1975 ... veees | 1,422 3% 83 687 | 42 161 43 16
1976 ... ...viiien. 1,186 305 72 593 35 120 33 28
1977 ......... vees 814 201 52 412 1 20 95 20 14
1978 L, 669 144 26 360 17 77 18 27

! Includes adoptive home,
2 Includes: Living in foster home, living with relatives or friends, living with one parent and para-
mour, or living alone.
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TABLE 21
TYPE OF DISPOSITION: 1974 TO 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of
Type of disposition
1974 1975 1976 1977 1978
Total cases ........ PN .1 17,706 | 18,250 | 16,061 | 12,315 | 12,568
Referred elsewhere for disposition® ......... 322 392 463 221 248
Dismissed, discharged, adjusted ............ 11,382 | 11,544 9,514 6,580 6,081
Probation or supervision .........000000l, 5,033 5,028 4,856 4,398 5,144
Restitution ......convivevennnian. RN 20 60 100 74 49
Committed to:

Institution for delinquents ............... 665 765 708 593 675

Other institutions, agencies, or
individuals ..........0uviin. P 86 155 131 135 141
Referred to criminal court ........ i 34 82 59 122 76
Others ..u.viriininnoonennoesronsonsnsons 164 224 230 192 154
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION'! 100 100 100 100 100
Referred elsewhere for disposition ......... 2 2 3 2 2
Dismissed, discharged, adjusted ............ 64 63 59 53 48
Probation or supervision ................ . 28 28 30 36 41
Restitution . .vveiiiiiiiiiinaniiiiniieneass —2 —2 1 1 —2

Committed to:

Institution for delinquents ..,............. 4 4 4 5 5

Other institutions, agencies, or
individuals ..........ccoihiiiiiiiinil, 1 1 1 1 1
Referred to criminal court ................. —2 -2 —2 1 1
Others ......... et e et 1 « 1 1 1 1

' Distributive percentages are not adjusted to make them total 100.
% Less than 0.5 percent.
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TABLE 22

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF THROUGH COURT HEARING AND INTAKE

INTERVIEWS -— TYPE OF DISPOSITION BY SEX AND RACE: 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of

Type of disposition Boys Girls
Total
Total White | Non-white | Total White | Non-white

Total cases ....... 12,568 .11,377 3,989 7,388 1,191 406 785
Referred elsewhere (total) .... 248 225 96 129 23 7 16
Authorities outside the city 74 70 41 29 4 3 1
Counseling and Referral 166 147 53 94 19 4 15
Municipal Court .......... 8 8 2 6 — — —_
Discharged or adjusted (total) 6,081 5,475 1,888 3,587 606 227 379
Discharged at court hearing 888 818 214 604 70 30 40
Adjusted at Youth Study Center | 2,044 1,779 823 956 265 106 159
Determined .........c. 0. 686 579 183 39 107 32 75
Petition withdrawn ........ 1,922 1,781 526 1,255 141 51 90
Discharged from supervision 2 2 — 2 ~— — —
Defendant deceased ....... 9 9 1 8 — — —
Sentence suspended ....... 25 21 5 16 4 3 i
Adjudged delinquent - ...... 505 486 136 350 19 5 14

Probation (total) ............ 5,44 | 4642 | 1,781 | 2,861 s02 | 155 | 347
Probation ................ {,811 1,681 527 1,154 130 51 79
Psychiatric probation ..... . 104 90 39 51 14 5 9
Intensive probation........ . 165 159 46 113 6 1 5
Probation and restitution ... 9 95 39 56 i — |
Consent Decree .,.... veren | 2,859 2,524 ,090 1,434 335 91 244
Consent Decree with restitution 109 93 40 53 16 7 9
Commitments (total) ........ 816 780 i67 613 36 10 26
Institution for delinquents ., 675 655 133 522 20 5 15
Public/private agenciés 108 95 22 73 13 5 8
Mental health facility ...... 33 30 12 18 3 — 3
Referred to criminal court 76 76 6 70 — _ —_
Restitution or fines .......... 49 46 20 26 3 _— 3
Adjudged dependent ........ 141 120 29 91 21 7 14
Others .....oviverieevennen. 13 13 2 11 —_ —_— —_
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TABLE 23
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DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF AT PRE-TRIAL HEARINGS —
TYPE OF DISPOSITION BY SEX AND RACE: 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of

Type of disposition Boys Girls
Total
Total White | Non-white | Total White | Non-white

Total cases ...... beeends 5,057 4,556 1,805 2,751 501 160 341
Referred elsewhere (total) ....| 25 24 16 18 1 1 —
Authorities outside the city 22 21 15 6 1 1 —_
Municipat Court .......... 3 3 1 2 — — —
Dismissed or discharged (total) [ 1,263 1,139 408 731 124 41 83
Discharged ............c... 179 151 55 96 28 13 15
Determined ............... 386 345 124 221 41 12 29
Petition withdrawn ........ 449 404 163 241 45 13 32
Adjudged delinquent ...... 249 239 66 173 10 3 7
Probation (total) ........ ceoof 3,681 3,309 1,353 1,956 372 117 255
Brobation ....... beisaaaes 1,105 1,024 337 687 81 35 46
Psychiatric probation ......| 27 22 13 9 5 —_ 5
Intensive probation ........ 44 42 14 28 2 — 2
Probation and restitution ... 10 9 3 6 1 — 1
Consent Decree ..,.... ... 2,442 2,167 967 1,200 275 75 200
Consent Decree with restitution 53 45 19 26 8 7 1
Commitments (total) ........ 61 58 24 34 3 1 2
Institution for delinquents .. 46 45 22 23 i —_— 1
Mental health facility ...... 1 1 — 1 — —_ —
Agencies ........... e 14 12 2 10 2 1 1
Referred to criminal court 2 2 — 2 — — —_
Restitution or fines .......... 10 10 4 6 — —_ —
Adjudged dependent ........ is 14 _— 14 1 . o1
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TABLE 24

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF AT ADJUDICATORY HEARINGS —
TYPE GF DISPOSITION BY SEX AND RACE: 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of

Type of disposition Boys Girls
Total
Total White | Non-white | Total | White | Non-white

Total cases ...oovvserses 5,280 | 4,875 1,291 3,584 405 135 270
Referred elsewhere (total) .... 37 35 11 24 2 1 1
Authorities outside the city 32 30 10 20 2 1 1
Municipal Court .......... 5 5 1 4 — — —_—
Dismissed or disharged (total) 2,774 | 2,557 657 1,900 217 80 137
Discharged .......oovuvens 713 671 159 512 42 17 25
Determined ............... 300 234 54 175 66 20 46
Petition witidrawn ....... 1,473 | 1,377 363 1,014 96 38 58
Discharged from supervision . 2 2 _— 2 —_ — —_
Defendant deceased ....... 8 8 1 7 — —_— -
Sentence suspended ....... 22 18 5 13 4 3 1
Adjudged delinquent ...... 256 247 70 177 9 2 7
Probation (total) ............ 1,463 | 1,333 428 905 130 38 92
Probation ...c.ieveiiiinnn 706 657 190 467 49 16 32
Neuropsychiatric probation 77 68 26 42 9 5 4
Intensive probation ........ 121 117 32 85 4 1 3
Probation and restitution ... 86 86 36 50 — e —
Consent Decree ........... 417 357 123 234 60 16 44
Consent Decree with restitution 56 48 21 27 8 - 8
Commitments (total) ..,..... 755 722 143 579 33 9 24
Institution {or delinquenis . 629 610 11 499 19 5 14
AZENCies ... ievieeiainns 94 83 20 63 11 4 7
Mental health facility ...... 32 29 12 17 3 — 3
Referred to criminal cogurt 74 74 6 68 —_ —_ —
Restitution or fines .......... 39 36 16 20 3 — 3
Adjudged dependent - ..... cen 126 106 29 77 20 7 13
Others «oovvvvanesrrencars 12 12 1 11 - — —_
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TABLE 25

REASON FOR REFERRAL AND TYPE OF DISPOSITION —
BOYS' DELINQUENCY CASES: 1978

75

Delinquency cases disposed of
Re- Dis- Referred
Offense Total ferred | charged; Pro- Commit- to
else- or ad- | bation menis criminal Others
where [ justed court

Boys’ cases ...... 11,377 225 5,475 4,642 780 76 179
Homicide ..........., 25 — 9 6 6 4 —
Assaults ............. 1,596 27 726 683 122 13 25
Burglary ............. 2,768 29 1,101 1,377 198 15 48
Robbery ............. 1,497 30 607 632 170 28 30
Auto theft ............ 660 19 281 278 66 4 12
Retail theft ........... 192 4 109 57 14 — 3
Receiving stolen property 118 2 68 42 4 — 2
Stealing-larceny, n.e,s.! 1,971 48 922 882 95 — 24
Rape ......coovvveis, 96 — 47 23 16 8 2
Sex offenses (except rape) 131 6 60 53 12 — —
Weapons offenses ..... 417 8 218 161 23 2 5
Ungoveraable behavior 305 1 283 3 11 — 7
Drug law violation 998 39 644 287 23 2 3
Disorderly conduct ,... 118 — 96 18 4 — —
Conspiracy ........... 20 — i7 — 2 — 1
Vandalism ....covvunn, 128 1 74 46 4 — 3
Arson ......ceuneen.., 38 — 10 25 1 —_ 2
Resisting an officer ... 63 1 49 10 2 — 1
Irespassing .......... 96 4 51 33 5 — 3
Motor-vehicle violation 45 2 3t 12 — -_ —
All other offenses ..... 95 4 72 14 2 — 3

! Not elsewhere specified.
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TABLE 26

REASON FOR REFERRAL AND TYPE OF DISPOSITION —
GIRLS’ DELINQUENCY CASES: 1978

Delinquency cases disposed of

Offenses Re- Dis-
ferred | charged Pro- | Commit-
Total else- or bation ments Others
where | adjusted

Girls®’ cases ..... Ceereanas . 11,191 23 606 502 36 24
Assaults! ... ..., [P 384 8 197 163 13 5
Burglary ....c...0. Ceteeenarie 81 — 37 36 7 1
Robbery ......ccicvvivennn vere 66 3 24 33 4 2
Receiving siolen property ....... 4 1 1 2 — —_—
Retail theft ........covvvnuuen. 124 1 48 69 5 1
Autotheft ... c.ovvviennnnins, 30 —_ 21 8 — 1
Stealing-larceny, n.e.s.? ...... vl 150 3 42 96 2 7
‘Weapons offenses ........... Yo 26 3 5 15 2 1
Sex offenses ............ 29 — 24 5 — —
Ungovernable behavior ......... 77 — 69 1 1 6
Vandalism, arson «........... .- 24 — i2 12 —_ —
Disorderly conduct ....... Ceeens 32 1 29 2 —_ —
Trespassing  «vvvveceinnenveoians 4 1 12 1 —_ —
Drug law violations .......... o7 2 51 52 2 —
All other offensés ...........,. . 43 2 34 7 — —

1 Iricludes two homicides.
2 Not elsewhere specified.
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TABLE 27

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF THROUGH INTAKE

INTERVIEWS AT YOUTH STUDY CENTER: 1978

77

Boys Girls
Total
Total White | Non-white | Total White | Non-white

Total adjusted cases ..} 2,231 1,946 893 1,053 285 i 174
Adjusted ....... ..., 2,044 1,779 823 936 265 106 159

Referred to Counseling and
Referral Service ....... 166 147 53 94 19 4 15
Referred to other authorities 21 20 17 3 1 1 —
Cases referred to court ...| 10,158 9,271 — —_ 887 — —
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INSTITUTIONS AND AGENCIES TO WHICH
DELINQUENT CHILDREN WERE COMMITTED: 1978

New charges Rehearings
Institution or agency

Total | Boys | Girls Total | Boys Girls
Total commitments ........covuue. .. | 816 774 42 585 531 54
State-operated institutions for delinquents | 264 258 6 147 141 6

Youth Development Centers:
Loysville vo.coviviinniiinnenn, 2 2 — 1 1 —_
Philadelphia .....ocivvvianinninn, 45 39 6 20 15 5
Cornwells Heights ............... 199 199 —_ 108 108 —
New Castle ....covevvininnenennn.. 3 3 —_— 3 3 —
Waynesburg .....civiniiiiiiiian. — - — 1 —_ 1
Forestry Camp #2 .....cvovvennn.. i2 12 —_ 9 9 —
Forestry Camp #3 ......cocvvues. 3 3 — 5 5 —
Other institutions: ..,.....ovvvnen veee | 411 397 14 257 240 17
Glen Mills .. .oveiieiaiiiineinnennns 145 144 i 59 58 {
New Life Boy's Ranch ............. 7 7 — 8 8 —
St, Gabriel’s Hall .......oco0uvnen, 129 129 —_ 71 71 —_
St. Gabriel’s Day Center ............ 35 35 — 47 47 —_
Steighton School .,....vevuiinainn., 70 58 12 56 41 15
Sisters of Good Shepherd ........... i —-— 1 1 - i
Pa. Jr. Republic ..,..c.oiuvnnninn... 6 6 — 6 6 —
St. Michael’s .......c.oe0veiiniin 18 18 — 9 9 —_
Mentai Health facilities: .............. 33 24 9 17 15 2
Eastern State School and Hospital ... 11 8 3 10 8 2
Phila. Child Guidance Clinic ........ 2 2 — — _— —_
State Hospital-Byberry .,........... 2 2 — — — —
Norristown State Hospital .......... 2 2 —_ 1 1 —_
Hahnemann Community Center ..... 2 2 —_ — — —
Phila. Psychiatric Center ............ 6 _— 6 1 1 —
Woodhaven Center ........... A 2 2 — —_— — —
Einstein Community M/H Center .... — — — 2 2 —_
Other ....c.ovcoviiivnnnn, 6 6 — 3 3 —
Dept. of Public Welfare ......... R 1 — 1 4 4 —
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TABLE 28 — Conciuded

INSTITUTIONS AND AGENCIES TO WHICH
DELINQUENT CHILDREN WERE COMMITTED: 1978
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New charges Rehearings
Institution or agency
Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls
Private agencies .......vvevvaiusn 107 95 12 160 131 29
Southern Home ....... Seeireeas 18 17 1 17 13 4
Youth Services, Inc. ........... 2 2 —_ 7 5 2
Today Incorporated ............ 2 2 — 2 2 —
East Phila. Environmental Center 12 7 5 10 8 2
Abraxis Foundation ............ 6 6 —_ 10 10 —_
The Bridge .....cvvviiviinnns, 5 4 1 5 5 —
Gaundenzia ......coovvviennnis 2 1 1 1 — 1
Penna. Youth Advancement ..... 7 5 2 8 3 5
Professional Resource .......... 3 3 —_ 8 8 —
House of Umgja .............. , 6 6 — 14 14 —
Childrens Service, Inc. ......... — — -— 19 13 6
O.1.C. Group Home ............ 7 7 — 27 27 —
Allied Services ................ 17 17 — 2 2 —_
Some Other Place .............. 8 8 — 3 3 _
Harriet Tubman ................ 1 — 1 7 _ 7
Otheér ..vvvviiiiriieiieneanns 11 10 1 20 18 2
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TABLE 29
REHEARINGS* IN DELINQUENCY CASES: 1978
Reason for referral T Through Without
. b otal court court
and dispositions . ,
hearing hearing
REASON FOR REFERRAL
Rehearings (totad) ........... ety 6,476 2,280 4,196
Violation of probation or aftercare ..........cviiviinins 33 30 3
For discharge from institution or agency .........covuvu. 528 323 205
For discharge from probation or parole .........vouvuu.s 3,766 206 3,560
Transfer custody ......... e erereees RPN 70 70 —_
Consent Decree caserelisted .......ooviveiiiinriinnn.. 174 151 23
Repoit by order of the court .....oovvvviivinnennn veese. b 1,024 1,017 7
CaseTEeVIEW . ivvrnivnerrenovioronronretnoceanns Ceeene 360 359 1
Motion for amendment ........ e PR 236 44 192
Escape from custody ......iveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiienias 212 68 144
Failure to pay restitution ...... PR vers 19 7 12
Other ............ O 54 5 49
DISPOSITIONS

Rehearings (fotal) ................. r et .. | 6,476 2,280 4,196
Motion dismissed or withdrawn ...........ocoiivinnn. 218 199 19
Discharge from probation or aftercare .................. 1,442 56 1,386
Discharge from commiiment ....... it 269 121 148
Discharge from commitment with after-care ............. 432 325 107
Probation orparole ......coiviioiiiiiiii ittt 136 128 8
Runaway returned ....... e Gaees N 51 8 43
Commit to institution for delinquents ..........v..ovenn.. 404 385 19
Other commitments ........ P Pt 183 176 7
Remainaspiaced ..... . viiiiiivieiiineinerrenanas 715 679 36
Discharged from Consent Decree ........c.ceovvuevenne.. 2,305 141 2,164
Record expunged .......ivineiriinmnnasrarnnnnnnssnnns 207 18 189
All other dispositioBs ......veuvevevvuivverricnauiiinans 114 44 70

* Rehearings are held for those cases already under court supervision, returned to court for review,
amendment, or discharge; or disposed of by judicial approval or administrative action, without a
formal court hearing.
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JUVENILE NON-DELINQUENCY*

TABLE 30
JUVENILE NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1974 TO 1978

Listings, dispositions,

and continuances 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

Total non-delinquency

cases listed! ............0uinnnn 5,304 4,044 3,517 3,751 3,218
Cases listed for court hearing ...... 5,143 3,898 3,415 3,558 2,965
Continuances ..........oveee.. 2,521 1,989 1,308 1,437 1,593
Disposed-of .................. 2,622 1,909 2,107 2,121 1,372
New charges ..........c.v0n 1,583 1,215 1,395 1,570 1,117
Rehearings ................. 1,039 694 712 551 255

Cases listed for administrative action :
without court hearing ............ 161 146 102 193 253

*These are ‘‘dependent child’ cases, children who are without parental care or control,
subsistence, or education as required by law, or other care or control necessary for their
physical, mental or emotional health, or morals; have been placed for care or adoption in
violation of law; have been abandoned by parent(s), guardian or other custodian; are
without a parent, guardian or legal custodian; while subject to compulsory school atten-
dance are habitually and without justification, truant from school; have committed a spe-
cific act or acts of disobedience of the reasonable and lawful commands of their parent(s),
guardian or other custodian and who are ungovernable and found to be in need of care,
treatinent or supervision; or are under the age of ten years and have committed a delinquent
act.

! Does not include 405 detention hearings held for emergency protective custody.
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TABLE 31
REASON FOR REFERRAL OF NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1978
New Charges disposed of
Type of case Families
Total Boys Girls
Total Cases .vivevivrivevieiiannannnns 1,583 873 710 1,036
Inadequate care .........covvivivnirennen 467 246 221 275
No parent .......... B T 40 19 21 27
Neglect ooviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiriirinennens 336 191 145 156
AbBUSE ... . i i i e e, 235 115 120 149
Abandonment ... .. 000, 35 25 10 21
Mental/physical health ................... 80 37 43 70
Delinquent case referral ................. 137 104 33 128
TrUanCY .ovveivrintiieenininrennernnnes 89 60 29 69
Incorrigibility ........... e ieeene 112 54 58 105
Others ..viiiviitisinnerinerennrnnnnenns 52 22 30 36
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TABLE 32
AGE OF CHILDREN IN NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1978

New charges disposed of
Reasons for reference Total Age of children
to court
Under | 1to5 | 6to 11 | 12to 15| 16 years | Not
1 year | -years years years - | and over | reported
Total cases ............ 1,583 92 314 368 583 213 13
Inadequate care ,......... 467 31 90 136 159 30 1
No parent ........ e 40 3 8 9 14 6 ——
Neglect ...........cco00nn 336 26 121 103 60 23 3
Abuse .,.......iiell 235 26 66 68 62 - 4
Abandonment ....... pees 35 2 9 14 9 1 —
Mental/physical health .... 80 3 10 10 32 25 —_
Delinquer* case referral .. 137 — — 5 98 33 1
Truancy ......oeovenvenen 89 — —_ 1 59 26 3
Incorrigibility ...,........ 112 — — 5 74 32 1
Others .....oocvveennninn 52 1 10 17 16 8 —_
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TABLE 33
SOURCE OF REFERRAL IN NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1978
New charges disposed of
Source of referral
Reason for reference
to court Total Other | Dept. of{ School
Parent| Relative) indi- | Public Jauthor- | Court | Others
vidual| Welfare| ities
Total cases .......... . 1 1,583 129 88 37 580 351 393 5
Inadequate care ........ . 467 6 40 5 161 208 46 1
No parent ...... ieesararas 40 — -- — 32 2 6 —
Neglect ....covvvneveienss 336 6 31 5 182 59 53 —_—
Abuse .............. Ceees 235 7 4 1 145 — 77 1
Abandonment ,........... 35 — 4 2 20 — 7 2
Mental/physical heaith ..... 80 —_ —_ 5 25 1 49 —_
Delinquent case referral 137 —_ — — —_— 2 135 —_—
Truancy ........ ieeeeans 59 2 — 2 4 79 2 —
Incorrigibility ......... vees 112 103 8 1 —_— —_ — —_
Others ......covvuen weries 52 5 1 16 11 —_ 18 1
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TABLE 34
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CHILD'S RESIDENCE AND MARITAL STATUS OF NATURAL PARENTS
IN NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1978

oy . Children
arita staus of popents Families
marita -
P Total | White | Nom- | Not
white | reported
Total cases ...ovevvrvueeererrennrees 1,583 420 1,076 87 1,036
Child living with:
Bothparents ..........ccoveviivvnnnnss 201 91 104 6 135
Parent and stepparent ............00000 15 8 7 — 12
Motheronly .....coooiviiiiiiiainiinanen 750 185 513 52 462
Fatheronly ...ccovviiviniiieiinnnnns 64 22 42 — 31
Other family home .............cvvvnn.. 191 32 148 11 132
Fosterhome ..........civvvvinnninnnens 28 1 25 2 18
Institution ........ciiiviiiininnnnnaeens 313 77 220 16 234
Notreported ....ovvivivieriernnnnrnnes 21 4 17 —_ 12
Marital status of parents:

Married and living together ............. 233 103 122 8 159
Parent/s deceased ............. Ceereenas 151 43 100 8 113
Divorced ........coiiiiiiiieririinnnn. 28 11 14 3 20
Separated ....... et eeaea, 471 151 309 11 291
Never married ......ovvvevieeennieeenns 261 28 221 12 169
Notreported .....cvivveverrerenneeenns 439 84 310 45 284
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TABLE 35

TYPE OF DISPOSITION AND REASON FOR REFERRAL IN
NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1978

Type of disposition

New charges disposed of

Delin-
Inade- quent
quate case
Total care! | Neglect? | referral | Others®
Total Cases v.vvvvivrvereenenesss edes 1,583 507 606 137 333
Dismissed or discharged .................. 221 79 71 3 68
Petition withdrawn .............ovvieennn. 187 69 59 3 53
Protective supervision .........ooinuiiinn. 366 116 151 14 85
Placed in custody of:
Parent ....ovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiianien, 34 1 14 2 7
Relative ...... PN 131 35 87 1 8
Other individual ........ocvvviiniraene, 29 12 7 3 7
Commit to:
Dept. of Public Welfare ................. 544 179 204 97 64
Private agency ......vovureeceerocrnncns 16 1 2 5 8
Mental health facility ...........c..0000. 26 1 1 — 24
Others. ...iiviiiviiiiiinonneervanoisnrns 29 4 10 6 9

! Includes: No parent,
2 Includes: Abuse and abandonment.

3 Includes: Mental/physical health, truancy and incorrigibility.
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TABLE 36
REHEARINGS* IN NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1974 TO 1978

Rehearings disposed of through court
Reason for rehearing and type hearing and without court hearing
of disposition
1978 1977 1976 1975 | 1974
Reason for rehearing (total) ............. 1,200 840 814 744 508
For unsatisfactory probation ....,........ P —_ 2 2 6 31
For transfer-of custody ..................00. 2 19 23 29 22
For discharge from custody or commitment .. 75 63 112 54 55
Fer discharge from supervision ........ NN 167 158 125 243 256
Motion for amendment ... . oiiiiiiinea.n, 1 4 — 3 5
Report by order forcourt ................... 751 456 418 320 74
Case IEVIEW .vuvurvnererirneinarnnrnnrninns 189 129 122 81 65
Escape fromcustody ... .oieiiiii i, 15 9 12 g —
Disposition (total) .....c..cvvviiiriaeinn, 1,200 840 814 744 508
Protective supervision .........coovivinieannn. 106 61 67 73 65
Committed to:

Dept, of Public Welfare ........... ..ottt 89 58 42 82 35
Mental health facility ..................... 14 2 3 3 4
Relative ...o.inriiiiiiiiiciiinnnenns 58 49 31 49 38
Parent .......riiiiiiiiiiiiieiieaans 33 34 40 36 25
Individual ... i 11 5 13 7 7
Agency or insttution . ..viiiieiiiiieriaann 9 1 1 —_ —
Remainasplaced .......c.covivvntinninennnn, 558 332 347 189 28

Discharge from:
Supervision ......eiieian. et 196 174 156 245 264
Commitment. .....eureirinieiinerenneanen 86 86 82 29 23
Motion dismissed or withdrawn ............. 34 38 29 28 15
(17 1 T=1 ¢ 6 — 3 3 4

1Rehearings are held for those cases already under court or supervision, returned to court for review,
amendment, or discharge; or disposed of by judicial or administrative action without a formal court
hearing.
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ADULT CASES
TABLE 37

ADULTS CORRUPTING OR ENDANGERING WELFARE
OF MINORS: 1974 TO 1978

Court hearings 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

Listings vvovvvvvvnvnenvionsnans . 3,028 2,717 2,781 3,192 2,753
Continuances .....c.c.ureeecennnnes 1,852 1,684 1,500 1,709 1,494
Cases disposed of ................0. 1,176 1,033 1,281 1,483 1,259
New charges ......ececveesioes 992 947 1,080 1,330 1,100
Rehearings ....ovvviernnsnsnss —_ —_ —_ 4 5
Truancy cases .....cceivevvennn 184 86 201 149 154

TABLE 38

TYPE OF CASE BY SEX AND RACE — ADULT CASES DISPOSED OF
THROUGH COURT HEARING: 1978

Cases disposed of
Type of case Males Females
Total
Total |- White | Non-white| Total | White | Non-white
Total cases* ....... 992 861 251 610 131 33 98
New charges .......... 992 861 251 610 131 33 98
Sex offenses ....... 401 390 110 280 11 1 10
Non-sex «ffenses .. 591 471 141 330 120 32 88
Truancy ...covvveven,e 184 —_ — —_— — — —

*Excluding truancy cases.
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TABLE 39

OFFENSE AND AGE OF ADULTS IN NEW CHARGES

DISPOSED OF: 1978

89

Age
¢ Und
Type of offense Toul ;Ser 25.50 Over
oia years years 50 years

Total cases® . o.oiviiiiiseriivinvaiaans 992 531 403 58
Sex offenses (total) ......ovvievivieeenn. 401 180 183 38
Rape ........oc... Cerers e 167 90 71 6
Statutory rape ........ P 1 - 1 —
Assault and attempted rape ............ 30 19 11 —
Indecent assault ........ e, 120 49 54 17
Commercialized vice ... coovvnnvvun., 17 9 7 1
Other sex offenses .......... e 66 13 39 14
Non-sex offenses (total) ........... P 591 351 220 20
Aggravated assault ............ 00000 284 145 126 13
Assault ..o i e 38 24 13 1
Robbery ...t 133 116 17 —
Burglary ... .o 7 5 1 1
Drug law violation ................ ... 21 17 3 1
Cruelty or neglect of child ............. 30 12 18 - —
Other non-sex offenses .......e.ovvvn.. 78 32 42 4

*Excluding truancy cases.
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TABLE 40

FAMILY COURT DIVISION—1978

OFFENSE AND DISPOSITION OF ADULTS IN NEW CHARGES
DISPOSED OF: 1978

Dispositions
Offense Dis- Pred |Probation Referred
€nses charged Held for t re-in- or e1erre Others?
Total or trial dlctmgm Commit- else-
withdrawn probation} ~ ... | where! |

Total cases ............ 1,176 458 366 158 125 28 41
Sex offenses (total) .,....... 401 104 186 " 63 47 1 —
Rape ..vvvviiiinnniennns 167 47 118 2 — — —
Statutory rape ............ 1 1 —_ — — — —
Assault and attempted rape 30 10 17 3 — - —
Indecent assault .......... 120 38 34 19 29 —_ —
Commercialized vice ...... 17 2 8 5 1 i —_
Other sex offenses ........ 66 6 9 34 17 —_ —_
Non-sex offenses (total) ..... 591 220 180 95 78 15 3
Aggravated assault ....... 284 98 102 42 38 1 3
Assault ... ... ..ol 38 21 4 9 4 —_ —
Robbery .............000. 133 48 65 9 — I —
Burglary ........... terars 7 5 1 1 — — —_
Drug law violation ........ 21 9 2 7 3 — —
Cruelty or neglect of child . 30 20 — 8 2 —_ —_
Other non-sex offenses .... 78 19 6 19 31 3 —
Truancy cases .......cc.... 184 134 — — — 12 38

! Includes: referrals to other units of the court, or DPW.
2 Includes: sentence suspended, fines and costs.



SESSIONS, LISTINGS, DISPOSITIONS, AND CONTINUANCES:

JUVENILE BRANCH
TOTAL ACTIVITY
TABLE 41
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1969 TO 1978

Court hearings Intake Interviews
Cases listed for hearing Cases listed for.interview
Days
) Dis- i inter- Referred ., .
Sessions| Total posed | €ontin- 1 views| Adjusted to Contin- S;?ecnal
Year of uances' | ere court | uances |} lists®
held
1969 .1 1,214 32,574 14,148 18,426 316 5,466 10,826 3,244 2,639
1970 ..} 1,208 34,675 15,110 19,565 302 5,831 11,549 4,451 3,702
1971 ., .| 1,264 34,804 14,658 20,1,46 309 8,571 10,316 *4,000 3,895
1972 .| 1,312 32,262 12,956 19,306 312 6,891 10,388 3,374 3,454
1973 .0 1,327 38,532 15,347 23,185 307 6,437 10,808 3,247 4,128
1974 .| 1,425 41,581 16,142 25,439 308 7,008 10,846 3,351 5,427
1975 ..} 1,500 | 45,432 18,161 27,271 307 6.187 12,404 2,897 4,956
1976 .. 1,715 | 40,387 17,003 23,384 306 5,027 10,277 1,962 5,485
1977 ..1 1,554 35,397 14,904 20,493 309 2,767 9,343 1,515 3,909
1978 ..| 1,433 39,455 16,909 22,546 309 2,231 10,158 1,814 4,357

.} Includes continuances for further hearing, for adjudicatory hearing, and fallure to appear at hearing
and bench warrant issued.
2 Special lists include cases concerning amendments of previous decrees of court listed for Jjudicial or
administrative action, without court hearing.
* Estimated figure.

TABLE 42

CASES DISPOSED OF THROUGH COURT HEARING AND WITHOUT

COURT HEARING: 1962 TO 1978

Cases disposed of
Without court hearing Cases

- interviewed

Throtigh Youth | Special | and referred
Year Total court Total Study list to court

hearing Center | cases' | for hearing
1969 .l it 22,253 14,148 8,105 5,466 2,639 10,826
1970 L. i i i et 24,643 15,110 9,533 5,831 3,702 11,549
1971 i e i i e 27,124 14,658 12,466 8,571 3,895 10,316
1972 i e e e, 23,301 12,956 10,345 | -6,891 3,454 10,388

1973 i e i 25,912 15,347 10,565 6,437 4,128 10,808 -
1974 i e i i 28,577 16,142 12,435 7,008 5,427 10,846
S T P 29,304 18,161 | 11,143 6,187 4,956 12,404
1976 ....... Ceeneas 27,515 17,003 10,512 5,027 5,485 10,277
1977 i it i i 21,580 14,904 6,676 2,767 3,909 9,343
1978 e i 23,497 16,909 6,588 - 2,231 4,357 10,158

! See footnote? above.
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TABLE 43
CASES DISPOSED OF THROUGH COURT HEARING: 1969 TO 1978

New charges Rehearings!
Year Non- Nou-
Total Total Delin- | Adults | delin- Total Delin- delin-
quency quency quency | gquency
1969 ........ Lo.] 14,148 | 12,449 | 11,002 633 814 1,699 1,125 574
1970 ........... 15,110 13,177 11,496 765 916 1,933 1,489 444
1971 ..o il 14,658 | 12,550 { 10,739 869 942 2,108 2,108
1972 .vunnn... 12,956 | 10,447 8,776 817 854 2,509 1,382 1,127
1327 T 15,347 | 12,582 | 10,793 780 1,009 2,765 1,565 1,200
1974 ..., 16,142 | 13,069 | 10,698 1,254 1,117 3,073 2,248 825
1975 «..ooient. 18,161 | 15,112 | 12,063 1,479 1,570 3,049 1,908 1,141
1976 ...ooov.is 17,003 | 13,710 | 11,034 1,281 1,395 3,293 2,024 1,269
1977 covvinee.. 14,904 | 11,796 9,548 1,033 1,215 3,108 {,879 1,229
1978 ......v.... 16,909 | 13,096 | 10,337 1,176 1,583 3,813 2,280 1,533

t Rehearings are cases previously disposed of by the court and returned to court for review, amend-
ment, or discharge.
TABLE 44

MOTIONS AND PETITIONS FOR AMENDMENT OF DECREES
OF THE COURT WITHOUT COURT HEARING: 1969 TO 1978

Special lists cases
Delinquency Non-delinquency
Year Total )

ol Total Boys Girls Adults | Children's | Adult

cases cases

1969 ..voviievivaads ceev {2,639 2,275 1,798 477 — 364 —
1970 ot 3,702 3,307 2,837 470 — 395 —
1971 ........ Cerrsimeaees 3,895 3,586 3,540 46 309 —
1972 ...... et 3,454 | 2,997 | 2,564 | 403 30 381 76
1973 .o i eea. 2. 14,128 3,841 3,485 356 287 —_
77 S e 5427 | 5,174 5,072 102 253 —
1975 o veiiinl. e 4,956 4,734 4,734 — 193 29
1976 o oiviiiiiiniinenen, 5,485 5,345 5,345 — 102 38
1977 i i 3,909 3,695 3,695 — 146 68
1978 ...... e reeeen 4,357 4,196 4,1,96 — 161 —

iEnforcement unit cases were not tabulated for 1969, 1970,
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TABLE 45

DELINQUENCY CASES PROCESSED AT YOUTH
STUDY CENTER: 1974 TO 1978
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1978 1977 1976 1975 | 1974
Total listings for interviews ............. 14,203 | 13,625 | 17,266 | 21,488 {21,205
Continuances and bench warrants
issued for failure to appear ................ 1,814 1,515 1,962 2,897 | 3,351
DiSpositions ... c.iiiiiiiiiiii i iiineend 12,389 | 12,110 | 15,304 | 18,591 (17,854
Total dispositions ........coovviviunnenns 12,389 | 12,110 | 15,304 | 18,591 17,854
Adjusted by interviewer ..............0..... 2,231 2,767 5,027 6,187 7,008
BOYS it 1,946 2,344 4,219 5,064 | 5,855
Girls . o i e 285 423 808 1,123 [ 1,153
Referred to juvenile court by
1310 a0 T 10,158 9,343 | 10,277 | 12,404 10,846
Detained in Youth Study.Center ;
pending couit hearing ................ 2,136 2,429 2,971 3,847 | 3,366
BOYS titiiiiieii i e 1,939 1,952 2,409 3,267 | 2,824
(@ 1 ¢ N 197 477 562 580 542
Released to parents or guardians
pending court hearing ................ 8,022 6,914 7,306 8,557 | 7,480
BOYS chiiiiiiiiiiai i 7,332 6,330 6,619 7,716 | 6,762
(1 ¢ - J 690 584 687 841 718
Number of days interviews were held
during year ......c.ciiiitiiiiii i 309 309 306 307 | 308
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TABLE 46

COMPARISON OF ARRESTS AND NON-ARREST OCR REMEDIAL CASES BY
POLICE OFFICERS, OF BOYS AND GIRLS UNDER
18 YEARS OF AGE: 1973 TO 1978

Arrests by police officers?

Year Boys Girls
Total
Resi- Non- Resi- Non-
Total dents | residents | Total dents | residents
1973 ..o, . 14,520 | 12,710 | 12,453 257 1,810 1,708 102
1974 . 0ieiiininn 15,564 | 13,557 | 13,291 266 2,007 1,895 112
1975 iiiivininnnns 16,951 | 14,558 | 14,528 30 2,393 |, 2,386 7
1976 ..... RN 14,775 | 12,837 | 12,828 9 1,938 1,938 —_
1977 ..... Ceeverenes 13,409 | 11,655 | 11,497 158 1,754 1,716 38
1978 ........ N 16,047 14,067 13,813 254 1,980 1,923 57
Non-arrests, or remedial cases by police officers
not referred to court?
1973 ..o, 13,212 9,345 9,184 161 3,867 3,766 10t
1974 .. oot 13,862 | 10,155 | 10,303 148 3,707 3,628 79
1975 ..., RN 11,582 8,039 7,907 132 3,543 3,462 81
1976 . vveiininns.. 11,582 8,446 8,332 114 3,136 3,080 56
1977 .. el wee | 17,206 | 12,307 | 12,215 92 4,899 4,843 56
1978 ..vvvenias, 10,216 7,124 7,025 99 3,092 3,046 46
Total delinquency cases disposed of by Family Court Division
1973 oo iiiiian, 17,230 | 15,015 | 14,717 298 2,215 2,067 148
1974 o .oiiiinian, 17,706 | 15,387 } 15,081 306 2,319 2,180 139
1975 .ooiiil., Ceeeaen 18,250 | 15,767 | 15,442 325 2,483 2,365 118
1976 .. oo, 16,061 13,908 13,572 336 2,153 2,053 160
1977 coieiiineiiins, 12,315 | 10,797 | 10,493 304 1,518 1,434 84
1978 ......... T 12,568 | 11,377 [ 11,155 222 1,191 1,138 53
Delinquency cases disposed of which were referred to Family Court
Division by police officers of Philadelphia

1975 oo . | 16,895 | 14,746 | 14,431 315 2,153 2,036 {17
1976 ...covvvnrrnnnn. 14,666 | 12,861 1 12,536 325 1,805 1,708 97
9717 ..., PN 11,072 9,871 9,579 292 1,201 1,121 80
1978 ...... e 10,585 | 10,372 213 936 885 51

11,521

Unformation furnished by the computer statistics unit of the Police Department of Philadelphia.
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TABLE 47
JUVENILE POPULATION OF PHILADELPHIA 7 TO 17 YEARS: 1973 TO 1978
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Age

Population: School Census!

1973 1974 1975
Total { Boys | Girls | Total | Boys | Girls | Total | Boys | Girls
7to 17
years ....... 360,788 | 182,511 | 178,277 | 357,390 | 180,981 | 176,409 { 351,503 | 178,322 | 173,181
7to 15
years ....... | 292,816 | 148,015 | 144,801 | 290,128 | 147,047 143,081 285,533 | 145,342 | 146,191
7 years ...... 31,541 15,954 | 15,5871 34,921 | 15,621 | 15,300] 29,705| 14,984 | 14,721
8 years ...... 31.560 | 15,920! 15,640 | 30,tD2 1 15,216 | 14,886 | 29,425 14,854 | 14,571
Syears ...... 32,740 | .16,792'| 15,948 | 31,579 | 15,920 | 15,659 | 30,086.| 15,348 | 14,738
10 years ...... 33,435 | 16,890 | 16,545 | 32,386 | 16,573 | 15,813} 31,398 | 15,886 | 15,512
11 years ...... 32,395 | 16,381} 16,014 | 32,822 | 16,568 |- 16,254 | 32,506 | 16,675 | 15,831
12 years ...... 33,685 17,205 | 16,480 | 32,161 | 16,316 ] 15,845] 32,776 | 16,630 16,146
13 years ...... 32,830 | 16,642 16,188 | 33,434 | 17,109} 16,325 32,413 | 16,553 | 15,860
14 years ...... | 33,700 17,008 16,692 | 33,074 | 17,042 ] 16,032 34,390 | 17,743 | 16,647
15 years ...... 30,930 | 15,223 15,707 | 33,649 | 16,682 ] 16,9671 32,834 | 16,669 | 16,165
16 and 17 :
years ....... 67,972 | 34,496 33,476} 67,262 | 33,934 | 33,328 | 65,970 | 32,980 | 32,990
16 years ...... 34,389 | 17,370 | 17,019 | 33,455} 16,593 | 16,862 | 33,029 | 16,549 | 16,480
17 years ..., 33,583 | 17,126 | 16,457 | 33,807 { 17,341 | 16,466 | 32,941 | 16,431 | 16,510
Population: School Census!
Age 1976 1977 1978
Total Boys Girls Total | Boys Girls .| Total | Boys Girls
7to 17
years ...... 336,872 | 170,684 (166,188 13323034 }168,261 {163,773 | 323,785 {164,312 {159,473
7to 15
years ....... 272,658 |137,575 (135,083 {267,045 [134,594 | 132,451 )259,464 | 131,636 | 127,828
7 years ...... 28,121 | 14,191} 13,930 29,192 | 14,721 | 14,471 27,744 | 14,236 | 13,508
8 years ...... 27,851 14,104 | 13,747 | 27,115] 13,665 | 13,450 | 27,652 | 13,962 | 13,690
9years ...... 28,501 | 14,366 | 14,135 | 27,567 | 13,962 | 13,605 | 26,848 | 13,637 | 13,211
10 years ...... 29,144 | 14,733 | 14,411 | 28,335 | 14,295 | 14,040 27,148 | 13,733 | 13,415
11 years ...... 30,380 | 15,307 | 15,073 | 28,956 | 14,669 | 14,287} 27,862 | 13,997 | 13,865
12 years ...... 31,504 | 16,178 | 15,326 | 30,222 | 15,160 [ 15,062} 28,589 | 14,519 | 14,070
13 years .....: 32,283 | 16,151 16,132 | 31,486 | 16,015 | 15,471 | 29,876 | 14,990 | 14,886
14 years ...... 32,321 | 15,993 | 16,328 | 32,784 | 16,366 | 16,418 | 31,733 | 16,344 | 15,389
15 years ...... 32,553 | 16,552 | 16,001 | 31,388 | 15,741 | 15,647 | 32,012 | 16,218.| 15,794
16 and 17 years
Years ....... 64,214 | 33,109 | 31,105 | 64,989 | 33,667 | 31,322 | 64,321 | 32,676 | 31,645
16 years ...... 31,596 | 16,248 | 15,348 | 32,874 | 17,105 | 15,769 | 31,442 | 15,918 | 15,524
17 yearé ...... 32,618 | 16,861 | 15,757 | 32,115 | 16,562 | 15,553 | 32,879 | 16,758 | 16,121

Information supplied by the Board of Public Education, School District of Philadelphia.
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TABLE 48
DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES: 1974 TO 1978
1978 1977 1976 1975 1974
New intake-families referred to this
branch for the first time ....... 3,972 3,560 4,464 4,633 4,970
Informal complaints and applica-
tions received ......... Cerevss 271 286 150 151 203
Delinquency petitions filed ....... 10,158 9,344 10,278 12,404 10,851
Non-delinquency petitions filed ... 1,852 1,504 1,499 1,624 1,268
Cases under investigation during
the year .. .ovevvvinnnnennnenn, 11,038 9,969 9,849 10,083 9,610
Children under supervision at end
of year ...vuiiiii i 4,479 4,372 4,441 4,825 4,630
Delinquents ......c..vvivnen. 4,069 4,050 4,115 4,479 4,260
Non-delinquensts «............ 410 322 326 346 370
Receipts?
Direct orders on parents® ........ $ 6,110 | $10,057 $11,532 $13,971 $26,767
Reimburse order on Department
of Public Welfare ............... 47,267 67,150 70,451 70,040 72,949
Restitution® ..,,....... Ceresenne 18,981 18,446 19,225 15,502 10,906

ICents omitted.
“Information supplied by Clerk of Quarter Sessions.
‘Information supplied by Enforcement Unit, Juvenile Branch.
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TABLE 49
JUVENILE BRANCH-ENFORCEMENT UNIT SUMMARY: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

SeSSIONS vuviivrunerrinianeriiiieees 20 20 19 23 19
Listings ..ovvvviiviereinnnensnnnnn vees 570 682 717 948 844
Continuances .......vvveereeemannnnnnnns 15 79 79 92 102
Cases 'disposed Of i i 555 603 638 856 742
Courthearing .....coovvverivnnnrannnns 494 535 584 623 640
Without court hearing ..........ciconv0e 61 68 54 233 102

TABLE 50
CASES DISPOSED OF THROUGH THE ENFORCEMENT UNIT: 1978

Child cases Adult cases
Non- Non-
Petitioners Total Delin- delin- Delin- | delin-

quency | quency | quency | quency

Cases disposed of ....c..covuiivnnn 555 64 446 4 41
Attachments filed by Dept. of
Collections .......iveevvrinenerinneeens 4 — — 4 —
Petitions filed by Dept. of
Public Welfare .............ccoviiaat, 22 —_— — _ 22
Supplementary list of motions filed
by various agencies ...........o00iunes 468 3 446 — 19

Miscellaneous petitions disposed
of without court hearing ............... 61 61 — —_
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TABLE 51

REASON FOR REFERRAL AND DISPOSITIONS OF

ENFORCEMENT UNIT CASES: 1978

' Without
Reason for referral Total Court court
and dispositions hearing hearing
Cases disposed of (total) .......... Ceeeveireiee, 555 495 61
Reason for referral;
For discharge from institution ...........cc00oee.. cee 5 5 —_—
For discharge from DPW .........oviiviiirinnnn,e 412 412 —
Placement of support order ~............. e 12 1z —
Vacate/suspend support order .......ocvvivereieiann. 6 6 —_—
Transfer support order ............. Cerriiearieaaes 21 21 —_
Non-payment of arrears ........ et 4 4 —
Withdraw or dismiss petition .........c...covevinn. . i 1 _—
Remit restitution ....... e e i, 12 — 12
DPW supervision be terminated .................... 33 33 —
Transfer unclaimed funds ......... B P 49 —_ 49
Dispositions:

Discharge from institution ......... Ceeareesecans e 5 5 —
Discharge from DPW .. .......ciiiiniininn. Serenes 440 440 —
Support order; Placed .........cciiiiiiiiiiinia 5 3 —
Vacated ........... v rereerenienas 5 5 —

Transferred ......ooiviiiiinninn., 20 20 —

Dismissed or withdrawn ... ..cveeviiiienineennnen 19 19 —_—
Remit restitution ........... P N 12 _— 12
Transferred unclaimed funds ........c.oviivenvenn, 49 —_ 49
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THE DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH

THE COURT’S JURISDICTION

The domestic relations branch deals with all types of family
conflict. It seeks to give friendly service through its staff and
to resolve personal differences and quarrels within the family,
including assault involving husband and wife. It attempts to
reconcile separated couples or to arrange support agreements
between them. Divorced or separated couples have access to
the court to resolve child custody issues.

The court also adjudicates actions taken for support by par-
ties living outside of Philadelphia, against spouses and parents
who live and work in Philadelphia. Similar court action is
available to Philadelphians with respect to spouses or parents
who live in areas outside of Philadelphia. These Reciprocal .
(interstate) and Procedural (intrastate) petitions tend to put a
check upon spouses who attempt to flee their responsibility by
moving to another State or locality. Pennsylvania law also
provides for the legal attachment of any property or wages of
a defendant in a non-support action, and for the regular pay-
ment by the employer of the amount of support which the
court declares the defendant shall pay.

Although the responsibility for the support of a spouse
ceases when a divorce is granted, the obligation to maintain
the children continues. In many cases following divorce, the
domestic relations branch is cailed upon to decide the issues
of support and child custody.

All States do not have the same provisions respecting the
right of a childless spouse to support, but in those States
which have such provisions, interstate action may be taken
under the provisions of the Reciprocal Act.

The work of the domestic relations branch is concerned
with the problem of integration of family life, rather than with
the strictly legal issues as to whether the family ties should be
severed (as in the divorce courts), or who has the duty to
support the family members. If a husband and wife have sepa-
rated, the court utilizes its experience and influence to re-
establish the family unit. Spouses are brought together infor-

101
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mally and given the opportunity to air their grievances and
reconcile their differences whenever possible.

The services of the court are extended to all who are con-
fronted with domestic problems. Cases of children who are
ungovernable or neglected are referred to the juvenile branch,
but where separated or divorced couples are in disagreement
over who shall keep custody of children, the domestic rela-
tions branch acts upon the complaint. Unmarried mothers
who seek support for their children are sent to the women’s
branch of the court. All cases of marital conflict or non-
support, which constitute the bulk of the work in the domestic
relations branch, are treated in an established manner.

The court process starts with the wife’s or the husband’s
complaint. At this time, a simple fact sheet containing social
and identifying data is prepared, and an appointment made
with an interviewer for the same day. At the first interview the
characteristics of the problem and other pertinent information
are obtained and made a part of the record.. At this point the
court worker may offer simple guidance or counsel. If the
question of non-support is serious or the grievance merits
further attention, another visit is scheduled about 10 days in
advance, and with the plaintiff’s consent, a letter is sent to the
spouse requesting attendance at a conference.

At the conference, the spouse may separately express
another version of the difficulty. Every opportunity is af-
forded to the parties to express their grievances and to bring
the issues into perspective. Each party is given an understand-
ing of the legal rights involved as well as a reminder of their
obligations to each other and to their children. The purpose of
the conference is to try and eliminate personal irritations, and
reconcile viewpoints of the parties, so that normal family rela-
tionships may be restored.

When the parties cannot reach an understanding at the joint
conference, either as to the question of support or other is-
sues, they may arrange for another conference at a later date.
If, after one or more conferences, it becomes apparent that
reconciliation is not possible, the couple is asked to agree on
the amount of support. If an agreement is reached, a formal
petition for support is filed and the court decrees an ‘“‘order by
agreement’’ which becomes legally binding. Sometimes the
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defendant is required to file a bond guaranteeing obedience to
the terms of the agreement.

In all cases where the reasons for the discord are so serious
or irreconcilable as to warrant judicial action, the plaintiff may
file a petition at once, after which the case is prepared for a
court hearing. In cases of non-support, the wage verification
unit of the court is called upon to verify the defendant’s earn-
ings and financial capacity. In all child custody actions, a com-
plete social investigation is made before the case goes to
court.

Both parties are notified by a summons to appear at court.
If the summons is ignored, a bench warrant is issued and the
defendant is held for the next court hearing or released on
bail. At the court hearing, the parties, in many cases repre-
sented by counsel, are permitted to air their differences. Here
too, the aim of the procedure is to effect a reconciliation
rather than merely to arrive at a legal decision. The judge may
call upon the services of other branches of the court to assist
the couple, or he may defer his decision until a later court
hearing in order to give the parties time to make an adjust-
ment. Whenever a reconciliation occurs, the petition may be
withdrawn or dismissed.

Many families, when they come to court, are either beyond
readjustment, or the urgency of the situation makes the
placement of a support order unavoidable. These court orders
for support are paid through the Clerk of Quarter Sessions,
who acts as the receiving and disbursing agent in the transac-
tion, keeping an accurate record of all payments.

Parties who fail to pay the amount of support ordered are
brought before the court upon complaint of their spouses. If
there are no exceptional circumstances, or if no modification
of the original order is needed, the defendant may be commit-
ted for non-payment, or required to post a bond which guaran-
tees future compliance. It is possible for the court to issue an
order requiring the defendant’s employer to systematically
deduct the specified amount from the employee’s wages, to be
paid directly to the Clerk of Quarter Sessions.



104 FAMILY COURT DIVISION—1978

THE UNIFORM RECIPROCAL
ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT ACT

This Act makes it possible to take action against deserting
spouses and parents who have left Pennsylvania and taken up
residence in any one of 50 States (and the District of Colum-
bia), which have the same or a similar law on their statute
books. In this type of case, the Family Court transmits the
necessary legal papers and information to the appropriate
court in the place where the spouse resides, which court has
the responsibility for giving the spouse a hearing and imposing
a court order. Conversely, the Family Court receives similar
petitions filed by parties in other States against spouses and
parents residing in Philadelphia. Payments on support orders
are made through designated channels.

Even after a support order is decreed, additional remedies
are available if circumstances change. Petitions are frequently
filed to increase or decrease an existing support order; to
suspend an order indefinitely, or for a period of time; to va-
cate an old order because of a plaintiff’s death, the entry of a
decree of divorce, reconciliation of the parties, or because a
child has been emancipated. "

CUSTODY OF CHILDREN

When separated couples are in disagreement over who shall
~ have custody of the children, and an understanding cannot be
reached in conference, the complaining party may file a peti-
tion for a writ of habeas corpus. A careful social investigation
is made in preparing these cases for court, and the judge, in
awarding custody of the child, decides the case in terms of the
child’s permanent welfare. The court decree often contains
visitation privileges for the separated parent. Indeed, the mat-
ter of visitation rights is often made a part of the decree in
many support cases, without a formal petitioning for custody.
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SUMMARY

The growing workload of the domestic relations branch is
indicated by the number of listings for court. In 1978, 21,200
cases were listed, an increase of 31 percent over 1977. The
number of new families making application to the court, 9,414
in 1978, increased by 19 percent over 1977.

During 1978, the intake staff conducted over 9,000 inter-
views with plaintiffs and family members, and the staff han-
dling the problem of non-payment or modification of support
orders conducted nearly. 15,000 additional interviews. Beside
this, the staff prepared cases for court, corresponded with
social agencies and clients, and completed over 3,500 investi-
gations in connection with domestic cases.

Petitions — The court received 14,262 formal petitions of
various kinds in 1978, of which 5,010 were petitions for sup-
port, 2,018 were petitions for non-payment of support orders,
and 5,046 were petitions to modify existing orders, or, under a
program for aid to dependent children, to change the benefi-
ciary of the support order to or from the Department of Public
Assistance. In addition, 2,188 petitions for custody or visita-
tion of children were filed.

In those cases where the court orders a wage attachment,
employers are held responsible under the law, for deducting
the amount of the support order from the defendants’ wages,
and sending this money regularly to the court for payment to
the plaintiffs. There are 23,085 wage attachments currently in
". effect through this court.

DISPOSITIONS THROUGH COURT HEARING

The judges had 21,200 cases listed for formal court hearing
in the domestic relations branch in 1978, and there were dis-
positions in 7,992 or 38 percent. The other 13,208 listings, or
62 percent resulted in continuances. Continuanceés are granted
for various reasons; attorneys are busy in other courts, wit-
nesses fail to appear, or further investigation is necessary. In
some cases, if one or both parties do not appear, a bench
warrant is issued (1,829 in 1978).

Sessions are held five days a week, with five or six judges
sitting each day.
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When a case is disposed of, often there is more than one
disposition in the case, e.g., a support order might be
reinstated, the amount of the order increased, and the arrears
in payment remitted. Thus there would be three dispositions
in this one case. In the 7,992 cases disposed of in 1978, there
were 13,915 dispositions, or an average of 1.7 dispositions for
each case.

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

Cases listed ............... 21,200 16,190 20,620 20,425 20,611
Continuances ........... 13,208 9,067 11,367 10,631 11,216
Cases disposed'of ....... 7,992 7,123 9,253 9,794 9,395
Dispositions .............. 13,915 11,315 14,246 14,349 13,797

Of the total number of dispositions, 20 percent involved
changes in existing support orders; 17 percent pertained to
new support orders; non-payment of orders accounted for 30
percent, and 10 percent related to custody/visitation rights.

Ti978 | 1977 | 1976 | 1975 | 1974

Total dispositions .<... 13,915 | 11,315 | 14,246 | 14,349 | 13,797
Withdrawn  ............... 727 380 450 478 428
Dismissed! .........c.v0un 850 613 978 969 826
Order for suppoft made .... 2,335 1,509 2,285 | 2,803 2,448
Order modified ............ 2,042 1,929 2,286 { 2,205 2,207
Order vacated ............: 714 590 679 586 624
Pay on order and/or arrears 1,234 1,011 1,668 1,555 { 1,759
Commit if fails to pay ...... 258 427 503 400 416
Arrears modified or remitted 1,445 1,492 1,717 | 1,597 1,763
Wage attachment issued .... 1,181 1,027 1,112 1,112 | 1,106
Custody determined ....... 521 324 306 275 151
Visitation rights granted .... 913 703 916 903 696
All other dispositions ,..... 1,695 1,310 1,346 | 1,456 | 1,373

tIncludes parties reconciled.
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The reasons for referral to court are shown in the table
below. Modifications or other changes in support orders ac-
counted for the largest percentage of cases (38 percent), fol-
lowed by petitions for establishing support (29 percent).

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

Reason for reference to

court:
Total court disposi-
tions .......venienn. 13,915 11,315 14,246 14,349 13,797
For support:
Number .............. 4,006 2,326 3,403 3,947 3,451
Percent of total ! 29 2] 24 28 25
Non-payment of support
order:
Number .............. 2,882 3,368 4,037 4,115 . 5,162
Percent of total 2] 30 28 29 37

Modification, vacation, sus-
pension and reinstate-
ment of support orders:

Number .............. 5,291 4,459 5,520 4,961 4,341

Percent of total 38 39 39 35 31
Custody . of children:

Number .............. 951 586 581 562 348

Percent of total 7 5 4 4 3
Visitation:

Number .............. 785 576 705 764 495

Percent of total 5 5 5 5 4

1 Distributive percentages are not adjusted to total 100.

PETITIONS FILED

The petition room of the domestic relations branch super-
vises the filing of petitions and writs of habeas corpus, lists
petitions for court hearing, sends out subpoenas, enters
juvenile court orders on domestic relations branch records,
prepares warrants, and contacts Sheriff or State Police for
service on persons inside or outside the city.

During 1978, 14,262 petitions were filed in the domestic
relations branch. Thirty-five percent were petitions for sup-
port and 35 percent were petitions to modify an existing sup-
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port order. The balance were petitions relating to child cus-
tody/visitation rights, 15 percent, and non-payment of a sup-
port order, 14 percent.

DISPOSITIONS WITHOUT COURT HEARING

Each year there are a number of petitions submitted for
judicial confirmation or administrative action which do not
require a formal court hearing. These petitions are filed to
approve voluntary wage attachments or other actions agreed
upon by the spouses, to change the name of a beneficiary, to
credit support order accounts with monies paid directly to a
beneficiary, or to change the beneficiary of an existing court
order to or from the Department of Public Assistance.

A total of 3,602 petitions representing 3,830 dispositions
were disposed of administratively or by judicial confirmation
during 1978. The majority of these petitions, 70%, involved
changing the beneficiary of a support order to or from the
Department of Public Assistance, or made the Department of
Public Assistance the beneficiary.

SUPPORT ORDERS

In 1978, through the court’s enforcement of support orders,
nearly twenty-five million dollars was collected and disbursed
to dependents while over one million dollars was paid directly
to dependents and officially credited in the court’s records.

Orders made by the court for support of spouses and chil-
dren during 1978 numbered 2,335. Of these, 1,441 or 62 per-
cent were for the support of children only; 724 or 31 percent,
were for the support of wives and children; 7 percent were for
wives only. Of all the matters referred to court for disposition
during 1978, 21 percent were for non-compliance with the
court order of support.

ENFORCEMENT UNIT

A special staff of workers is engaged in handling cases of
non-payment of orders. Cases involving welfare are antomati--
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cally reviewed for status, however, the load is too great to
insure an automatic check on all delinquent accounts, although
the court does try periodically to issue warnings regarding
non-payment. For the most part the recipients themselves
instigate further action by the court. If payment is not forth-
coming after efforts by court workers to obtain compliance, a
contempt of court proceeding called an attachment is held.
Various remedies are at hand. If the spouse is unemployed
without fault, or through illness, the order may be suspended
temporarily. The services of the court’s medical department
and wage verification unit are available to assist in the evalua-
tion of the case. If, on the other hand, it appears that the de-
fendant is defiant, or willfully and consistently flouting the
order of the court, the person may be held in contempt and
remanded to prison. If the defendant has regular employment
or property of value, two things are possible: (1) the court
may require that a bond be posted to insure compliance with
the order, or (2) an order may be issued upon the employer
to deduct the weekly amount of the support order from wages,
to be paid to the plaintiff through the court. It is not the cus--
tom of the court to impose severe or harsh penalties upon de-
fendants, even though it is often necessary to issue bench
warrants to get them to appear ir court. Commitment to pris-
on for a short period of time is a last resort.

Attachments filed for non-payment of support orders dur-
ing 1978 numbered 2,018.

VERIFICATION UNIT

The verification unit of the domestic relations branch inves-
tigates by mail or personal visit the employment, earnings,
income, bank accounts, real estate, mortgages, and stocks
and bonds of plaintiffs and respondents in non-support cases.
This function of the unit involves the auditing of books of
persons self-employed; the examination of payroll of em-
ployers; bank records; and pension funds. This unit also ver-
ifies marriages, divorces, deaths, and births for all branches of
the court.

During 1978, this unit received 6,183 requests for verifica-
tion of employment, earnings, and other income; deaths; di-
vorces; and real estate ownership, etc. To comply with these
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requests, they contacted the appropriate parties through cor-
respondence and personal investigation. Of the total investi-
gations assigned, 3,785 were completed.

AGENCY RELATIONS UNIT

The agency relations unit acts as a liaison office for the
confidential exchange of information by interview and corre-
spondence between the domestic relations branch and public
and private health and welfare agencies and institutions. This
unit interprets court procedures to agencies, and the policies
of agencies to probation officers. During 1978, this unit had
over 2,500 contacts with these agencies and institutions.

MEDICAL AND MENTAL EXAMINATIONS

The first contact of a husband, wife, or other member of a
family with the domestic relations branch is through the inter-
viewer, who has the status of a probation officer, and who
interviews, if possible, both parties to the domestic difficulty.

During these interviews, physical or mental conditions
which may be contributory to the difficulty are frequently
noted. It is therefore through the interviewers that referrals to
the medical branch are usudlly made. The litigants may also
be ordered by the judge to report to the medical branch for
examination. Most of the cases sent to the medical branch are
primarily referred there for diagnosis.

It is probable that many domestic relations cases have emo-
tional and medical problems behind the domestic difficulties
which bring them into court. Many of the records show al-
coholism; temperamental traits such as quarreling, fighting,
and physical abuse to one another; jealousy; illness com-
plaints; and inability to find employment, a factor which may
underlie the failure to support a family.

In the informal adjustment of domestic relations cases, the
interviewer cannot compel the parties to seek the services of
the medical branch. The number of cases receiving medical
examination is dependent upon the ability of the interviewer
to recognize physical and mental conditions which may con-
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tribute to the domestic difficulty, and the willingness of both
spouses to cooperate.

CUSTODY OF CHILDREN

There were 1,029 petitions for writs of habeas corpus filed
for the custody of children during 1978. In addition, there
were 268 petitions filed for contempt of orders granting visita-
tion or custody, and 891 petitions requesting legal custody.

INTERVIEWS

Resolving family conflicts is the primary concern of the
domestic relations branch. The court provides the services of
a professional staff who attempt to solve family differences as
they arise. Interviews are arranged and conducted in an im-
partial atmosphere. The interviewer strives for an amicable
agreement between husband and wife, thereby eliminating the
necessity for a court hearing.

In some cases, differences are reconciled and no action is
needed. In other cases, a formal agreement is required. If an
agreement is reached concerning support or custody/visita-
tion, an order is entered which becomes legally binding. If the
parties cannot reach an understanding, or resolve their griev-
ances, a petition may be filed for judicial action.

Interviews are also conducted in cases where a spouse fails
to pay the amount of support ordered by the court. If this
matter cannot be resolved, an attachment may be filed for a
court hearing. During 1978, 23,985 interviews were con-
ducted, as shown in the following table.

SUPPOIt CASES . .viiiitiet ittt 5,919
Custody/visitation cases .............cevuirinennnnn. 3,165
Modification of support order cases ................. 5,592
Non-payment of support order cases ................ 9,309

Of the total interviews, 5,093 cases were adjusted and in
1,098 cases, agreements were entered.
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INTERSTATE AND INTRASTATE ACTIONS

Reciprocal petitions are filed in the domestic relations
branch of this court by resident spouses (Philadelphia initiat-
ing) and non-resident spouses (Philadelphia responding).

Over a thousand interstate (reciprocal) petitions are filed
yearly with this court. A large number of these are initiated in
Philadelphia. The procedure for handling intercounty (Penn-
sylvania) petitions requires that the petitioner make applica-
tion at the county court of the respondent.
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TABLE 1
STATISTICAL SUMMARY: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

COURT SESSIONS ... iviriviiieinanny 1,050 848 992 883 780

LISTINGS FOR COURT ...civvvvvesnne.. 21,200 | 16,190 | 20,620 | 20,425 | 20,611
Party failed to appear, bench warrant issued .. 1,829 1,628 1,960 1,960 1,898
ContinUANCES +..uvvivuirreiensessnneessvasnd 11,379 7,439 9,407 8,671 9,318
Cases disposed of* .\.iviiiiiiiiiiiiieniia 7,992 7,123 9,253 9,794 | 9,395

DISPOSITIONS! . iviieiiiienineneioans 13,915 | 11,315 | 14,246 | 14,349 | 13,797

REASON FOR REFERENCE TO COURT:
Petition and order for support ..........v.... 4,006 2,326 3,403 3,947 3,451
Modification, vacation, etc., of order ........ 5,291 4,459 5,520 4,961 4,341
Non-payment of order ...........cvc0ivuen. 2,882 3,368 4,037 4,115 | 5,162
Custody of children ..........covvveevinn. . 951 588 581 562 348
Visitation ....ovviveniiivininiinneeriennaas 785 574 705 764 495

TYPE OF DISPOSITION:
Support order made ........cciiivieiiiiann, 2,335 1,509 2,285 2,803 2,448
Support order modified or vacated .:......... 2,756 2,519 2,965 2,791 2,831
Dismissed or withdrawn? .......coovvunnennn 1,577 993 1,428 1,447 1,254
Wage attachment issued ...........cocvvhnn 1,181 1,027 1,112 1,122 1,106
Continue to pay orderfarrears .......,...c.... 1,234 1,011 1,668 1,555 1,759
Arrears remitted or modified ................ 1,445 1,492 1,717 1,597 1,763
Commit if fails to pay ........... e 258 427 503 400 416
Custody or visitation determined ............ 1,434 1,027 1,222 1,178 847
Other diSpositions ......ovevvevueervnsens veud - 1,695 1,310 1,346 1,456 1,373

PETITIONS DISPOSED OF WITHOUT

COURT HEARING .....civvvvennivonns 3,602 4,195 4,819 123 *97

Dispositions! ..., it it ey 3,830 4,591 4,819 123 *97

DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES
New intake (families) .........c.ccvivnveennns 9,414 7,922 4,315 4,763 4,134
Petitions filed (local) .......covivvuinevieinnn, 12,838 | 12,007 | 14,594 | 10,705 9,490
Petitions filed (reciprocal) .........coovevvnn, 1,424 1,545 1,208 1,243 1,342
Cases assigned for investigation by

verification unit ..........iveiiiieiiein., 6,183 6,565 5,381 4,989 | 5,849
Contacts by agency relations unit ............ 2,577 6,686 7,509 | 10,054 | 12,615
Intake interviews .......cceveevviesiiianais 23,985 | 19,681 | 23,321 | 24,478 | 24,264

'See page 106.
2Includes parties reconciled.
*Five month figure only.
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TABLE 2
PETITIONS FILED: 1974 TO 1978

Type of petitions 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974
Total petitions filed iiiiiiiiininns 14,262 | 13,552 | 15,802 | 11,948 | 10,832
Petitions for support ....e.vviiiciiiiiiann. 5,010 4,371 4,081 4,919 | 4,839

Petitions for non-payment of support order .. 2,018 1,323 . 1,671 1,957 | 2,330

Petitions for legal child custody or visitation

1571 o] T 2,188 1,788 1,439 1,268 1,046
Peitions for modification of orders ......... 5,046 £,070 8,611 3,804 | 2,617
To vacate order .......... e 816 780 809 663 726
To suspendorder .........ovovvvivuunen. 107 120 116 101 109
To reinstate order ......ovvvvvnveneinnns 58 45 37 55 36
To increase order ..........covvvvvvnnnnns 618 540 639 546 634
Toreduceorder .......c.ovvvevvvvnnsnns 922 740 721 642 645
Tocredit arrears ......c.vviivivninveeanens 165 107 102 82 85
To change beneficiary! .................. 2,247 3,647 6,090 1,595 294
To change name of beneficiary ...... Pheen 113 91 97 120 88
Petitions for support initiated in and out of
Philadelphia ......cooiieiviirinnaninnes 5,010 4,371 4,081 4,919 | 4,839
Local .........ou0s et een e 3,586 2,826 2,873 3,676 | 3,497
Interstate:
Philadelphia initiating .................. 507 503 404 536 601
Philadelphia responding .............. .. 567 706 529 453 430
Intercounty:
Philadelphia initiating ....... Fevereies 159 175 157 172 216
Philadelphia responding ..........o0u00n 191 161 118 82 95

'Includes petitions filed to change beneficiary to or from DPA.
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TYPE OF DISPOSITION THROUGH COURT HEARING: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974
Total dispositions .............. 13,915 11,315 14,246 14,349 13,797
Withdrawn  ............iiiinnn. 727 380 450 478 428
Dismissed ....... oo 699 445 737 742 589
Decision reserved ... .0 67 101 98 141 119
Continue to pay order and/or arrears 1,234 1,011 1,668 1,555 1,759
Commit if fails topay ............... 258 427 503 400 416
Issue bench warrant if fails to pay .... 21 30 20 58 71
Committed to prison «...cevvvvivvess, 17 17 30 29 77
Attach wages if fails topay .......... 144 147 127 151 161
Order made for support:
Wife and child ................... 724 470 819 1,152 1,064
Child ... 1,441 930 1,238 1,380 1,149
Wife ..o 166 102 197 247 228
Husband and child ................ 1 1 _— 1 —
Husband ...... ...t 3 -_— - — —
Indigent parent ........ c.00viunnn — 6 31 23 7
Temporary order made permanent . ... 72 80 135 156 99
Order increased .................... 339 337 468 496 394
Order reduced ............. e 268 269 369 343 319
Order vacated ........ovvvvvnnnrnnes 714 590 679 586 624
Order suspended ................... 151 212 235 199 203
Order reinstated ..........0vovvenen. 49 84 65 75 56
Conditions of order modified ........ 1,163 947 1,014 1,092 1,235
Remitarrears ..........cciuvvinnn, 527 452 528 450 451
Arrears suspended/vacated .......... 313 340 357 265 247
Arrears reinstated .......... .. ..., 48 43 36 34 18
Creditarrears ......icovveveeeninnss 274 7 7 12 13
Payments on arrears modified ........ | 283 650 789 836 1,034
Reduce arrears to judgment .......... 33 49 52 47 36
Beneficiary changed ................ 250 153 242 189 173
Wage attachment issued ............. 1,181 1,027 L112 1,122 1,106
Wage attachment dissolved .......... 288 291 293 237 266
Wage attachment amended .......... 373 319 407 370 301
Custody of child awarded:
To both parénts ..........ocvv.... 21 13 14 15 12
Tomother .....ivive ciierneinnnn 292 146 155 127 58
Tofather ......ivvviivieinnnnnnn. 128 85 72 79 51
To other person ......... cc0ivues 80 80 65 54 30
Visitation rights granted ............. 913 703 916 903 696
Parties reconciled .................. 151 168 241 227 237
D.P.A, made beneficiary ............ 302 154 45 — —
Refer to initiating state .............. 87 7 — 8 11
All other dispositions ............... 113 42 32 70 59
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TABLE 4

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY TYPE OF DISPOSITION: 1978

Reason for reference to court

Petition | Modifi- )
Total for cation Non- Child
suppc;rt of payment | custody!

Type of disposition order
Total dispositions ............. 13,915 4,006 5,29] 2,882 1,736
Petition withdrawn ............ e 727 354 125 -40 208
Petition dismissed? ...........0... N 850 332 271 120 127
Decision reserved “..vvveiieinnn. 67 18 27 6 i6
Refer to initiating state ............ 87 71 7 9 —
Continue to pay ............ Ceeens 1,234 78 390 764 2
Commitif fails topay . .........c.. 258 - 17 49 191 i
Attach wages if fails topay ........ 144 40 59 39 6
Bench warrant if fails to pay ...... 21 1 7 13 —

Support ordered:

For wife and child ...... RN 724 712 5 6 1
For husband and child ........... 1 1 — —_— —
For children ....c..oooviviineasn 1,441 1,416 9 6 10
For wife ........ Merieeeriesnans 166 166 —_ _— —
Forhusband ........ociiiians 3 1 1 1 Ju—
Support order modified ............ 2,042 45 1,576 399 22
Support order vacated ............. 714 8 634 67 5
Arrears remitted ... .. i ieieens 527 6 440 77 4
Payment on arrears modified ....... 918 12 580 324 2
Wage attachment issued ........... 1,181 306 245 626 4
Wage attachment dissolved ........ 288 — 225 61 2
Wage attachment amended «........ 373 1 335 33 4
Child custody determined .......... 521 9 4 — 508
Visitation rights fixed .............. 913 74 24 6 809
DPA made beneficiary ............. 302 297 3 2 —
Beneficiary'changed .......... Ve 250 19 185 43 3
Commit t0 prisoft ....cocvreiennnns 17 3 5 9 —
146 19 83 40 2

All other dispositions ..............

¥ Includes visitation.
2 Includes *‘parties reconciled.”
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TABLE §
TYPE OF DISPOSITION WITHOUT COURT HEARING: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974
Total dispositions «....ceevrvrveruernness 3,830 4,591 4,819 123 *97
Withdrawn ......cciiiieeiiiiiinnnenenenns — 12 — — —
Dismissed ...ovvuiiiiiriiiiiiiiii e, 339 153 —_— — —

Order made for support:
Wifeandchild .......covviiiinirini o 333 222 —_— —_— -
Child ..iieiinirie e i 191 108 — — —
Husband and child ............cooovvuue, 1 3 — — —
Arrears suspended ........ oo i, — 1 — — —_
Wage attachment issued .............. ...... 178 73 — —_ —
Custody of child awarded ................... — 1 — — —_
Visitation rights fixed ............coviiiinn, — 3 — — —_
Beneficiary changed ................ 000 79 83 101 121 84
Beneficiary changed to/from DPA ........... 2,188 3,595 4,714 — —
Parties reconciled ........oevviniiiinnennins 3] 5 — - —
DPA made beneficiary .........ciiviiiiee.. 505 318 —_ — —_
Credit acCOUNt ...evvuiveriiunerianerannennns 7 14 4 2 13
Pay on order and/or arréars ................. 1 — — _ —
Other dispositions ........ovvviviierenninnnn 5 —_ —_ — —

*Five month figure only.
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TABLE 6

SUPPORT ORDERS MADE, PAYMENTS RECEIVED ON SUPPORT
ORDERS, AND SUPPORT ORDER ACCOUNTS CREDITED: 196% TO 1978

Payments
New reieivgd Support order
support accounts credited!
Year d on
orders support
made orders! Number Amount

1969 .. ..oiiiieiiiiiii, 3,232 17,272,879 1,851 2,949,351
1970 ... 3,072 18,315,744 1,862 2,984,406
971 ... Teaeeceravenes 2,890 19,378,009 1,533 2,559,919
1972 oo 2,670 20,425,283 1,446 2,354,380
‘ 1973 Lo 2,973 *8,540,620 940 1,262,589
1974 . i 3,064 19,792,477 483 632,917
1975 ool 3,522 22,621,705 532 1,151,808
1976 v.vvveiiiii 3,346 24,037,805 524 999,297
1977 oo #+3,388 | 23,648,783 437 **1,049,462
1978 o 3,855 24,938,684 515 1,419,622

Information furnished by Clerk of Quarter Sessions.
*Five month figure only. March to September not available.
**Eleven month figure only. June not available.
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PROCEEDINGS DEALING WITH
CHILDREN BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK

INTRODUCTORY

The women’s branch is concerned with the establishment of
paternity and determining the duty of support for children
born out of wedlock. In addition, this branch is responsible for
enforcing court ordered support for these children. The
amount of the support order is determined by the court, taking
into account the financial status and earning capacity of the
father and the mother.

The women’s branch has a further responsibility when cus-
tody or visitation rights of a parent are brought into questioii.

COURT PROCEDURE

Cases involving paternity, support, or enforcement of sup-
port orders, for children born out of wedlock, are determined
under provisions of the Pennsylvania Civil Procedural Sup-
port Law. Although this law was repealed by the Judiciary
Act Repealer Act (JARA), Act of April 28, 1978, P.L. 212,
No. 53, Section 1, 42 Pa. C.S8.A. 20001, it was substantially
reenacted by the Judicial Code, 42 Pa. C.S.A. Section 6701,
6713. The Act as amended provides that any action com-
menced after June 26, 1978 be a civil procedure. If the pater-
nity of a child born out of wedlock is in dispute, the court
determines the paternity of the child without a jury, unless
either party demands a jury trial, but in any event such trial
shall be a civil action with no rights to a criminal trial. Prior to
this amendment, both civil and criminal prosecutions were
utilized in disposing of cases relating to paternity and support
of children born out of wedliock.

The 1978 amendment further provides that all actions shall
be brought within six years of the birth of the child, except
where the reputed father has voluntarily contributed to the
support of the child or has acknowledged his paternity in writ-
ing, in which case an action may be brought at any time within
two years of any such contribution or acknowledgement.

121
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The Revised Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support
Act (1968), (amended 1972), as reenacted July, 1978 (42 Pa.
C.S. 6741 et seq.), may be used in establishing paternity in
cases where the defendant lives in another state. If paternity is
established, the father may be ordered to support his out of
wedlock child living elsewhere.

CASE TREATMENT

When a complaint is filed in reference to support for a child
born out of wedlock, the plaintiff is interviewed by an intake
interviewer and information relating to the details and dates of
her acquaintance with the reputed father, and the birth of the
child, is obtained for the case record. This information is
used, along with other pertinent information obtained from
additional sources, to summarize the case for court review.
The defendant is notified that action is being taken and the
petition is listed for a court hearing.

At the hearing, if the putative father admits paternity, an
order for support may be entered. If paternity.is denied, the
case is continued for a trial hearing which will be a civil ac-
tion. This hearing will be without a jury unless either party
demands a trial by jury. At this hearing, the paternity of the
child is determined by the court, and if paternity is estab-
lished, an order for support of the child may be issued. The
order is usually payable until the child reaches the age of 18
years. If the father does not comply with the order and falls
into arrears on his support payment, he may be brought before
the court on an attachment proceeding. In order to insure
payment, a wage attachment may be issued. Petitions for
modifications of support orders are also listed for court hear-
ing under attachment proceedings.

If the complaint involves custody or visitation rights of a
parent, a probation officer interviews the plaintiff, and at-
tempts to obtain an understanding between the parties at a
conference. If no agreement is reached, the plaintiff may file a
petition for a writ of habeas corpus. A complete and impartial
investigation is made in preparing these cases for court. When
awarding custody of the child, the court decree may contain
visitation privileges for the separated parent. In some cases,
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visitation rights are stipulated as part of the decree in support
cases, without a formal petitioning for custody or visitation.

Cases involving children born out of wedlock require many
other services. In addition to interviews where petitions may
be filed, the women’s branch also offers friendly service,
whereby mothers are counseled, referred to other services or
agencies, etc.

In cases where paternity is in dispute, the women’s branch
arranges appointments for blood studies at either of two local
hospitals or the Red Cross, and collects fee from defendants,
or if the defendant is indigent, from the City Department of
Finance. A report of the blood studies is filed in the case
record and is used as evidence or exclusion in the case. In
1978, 93 blood studies were processed.

The women’s branch handles petitions modifying existing
stipport orders. Due to changing circumstances, support or-
ders may be increased, reduced, suspended, vacated or
reinstated. These cases are disposed of through a court hear-

ing.

In 1976, a program was initiated affecting mainly those
cases where a mother or guardian is, or was, receiving public
assistance. This program allows for a change in beneficiary of
court ordered support payments to or from the Department of
Public Assistance. The majority of these cases are disposed of
administratively, without a court hearing.

PAYMENT OF ORDERS

The department of accounts in the office of the Clerk of the
Court of Quarter Sessions receives money brought to it in
payment of orders entered on charges of neglect to support a
child born out of wedlock but does not concern itself if pay-
ments fall into arrears. Actions in default of payment of orders
are handled by the women’s branch. Receipts during 1978
amounted to $2,514,377.
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ANNUAL PAYMENT OF SUPPORT ORDERS

1967 iiihiinen e Cererenies Verecen Cereeen Ceaneaanes 2,113,401
1968 i Geaeans iy eresesien ey Ceereasens eeeees e 2,156,034
1969 ...... Ceraees fesnesnissnsssnns PP beevois Ceeviedeci e 2,259,093
1970 ...... e R N Veaeans Ceeenes RPN Ceeens 2,207,921
1971 oiiiiieal RN heeaes veaees Creveraens Cereeresa e 2,164,534
1972 e PN R P e, .. 2,123,654
(973 (5 mos. 0nlY)  oiiiviverinsiinirienrennnss R [P 840,372
1974 ....... et eaeer et R PN Ceeereasiaes 1,834,104
1975 i R e reeeenev ey PR 2,016,229
1976 ..ciivivenaen. Cevens et e et aae et ira sttt tanaen 2,133,229
977 i, Ceerees e ke naarsaases Cerrseeies vesares veeeies . 2,446,643
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SUMMARY

Cases listed for court in 1978 numbered 8,810. Hearings on
petitions for paternity and support accounted for 45 percent of
the total listings and resulted in 1,235 cases disposed of, 2,007
continued, and 732 bench warrants issued. In the 1,235 cases
disposed of at these hearings, support was ordered for 1,292
children. In some cases, the unmarried mothers have had
more than one child by the putative father.

Eighty-eight percent of the 1,235 defendants admitted
paternity at these hearings, and support orders were placed.
Of the 8 defendants who denied paternity, 5 were adjudged
not guilty. This does not include cases in which the defendant
denied paternity and requested a trial. Dispositions of these
cases are shown in the section on Trial Court. In 139 cases,
paternity was not determined and the petition was usually
withdrawn or dismissed, in accordance with the wishes of the
petitioner.

Petitions for the support of children born out of wedlock
have shown a marked increase in 1978. Two thousand, five
hundred and fifty such petitions were filed as compared to
1,626 in 1977. Petitions filed for custody or visitation of these
children also rose in 1978 totaling 329, a slight increase over
the custody petitions filed in 1977.

Attachment Hearings: When court ordered support is not
paid, a petition for attachment may be filed and the case is
listed for a hearing. Also listed under attachment hearings are
those petitions for modification of a support order. In 1978,
3,775 attachment hearings were listed for court and 1,504
cases were disposed of involving 2,379 dispositions. The other
listings resulted in 1,108 continuances and 1,163 bench war-
rants issued. Seventy percent of the dispositions were in pro-
ceedings dealing with non-payment of a support order and 30
percent dealt with modifications of existing orders for sup-
port.

Custody|Visitation Hearings: In cases involving the cus-
tody of children born out of wedlock, 681 petitions for writs of
habeas corpus were listed for hearing. Of these cases, 389
were disposed of involving 454 dispositions.
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Trial Court: During 1978, the trial court was in session 29
days with 380 cases listed for court hearing. Of the cases
listed, 64 were disposed of and 33 defendants were ordered to
pay support.

Defendants disposed of at trial court ..........coiiieiiin, ey 64
Prosecution withdrawn ......... et et e e e ey 31
Adjudged the father ..o .ty it ittt i i 7
AdMIts PALEIMILY v vr ettt i i e i aeaaie e rieiinisiraens 26

Dispositions Without Court Hearing: Some cases are han-
dled administratively, without a court hearing. In 1978, 2,000
petitions were disposed of in this manner. The bulk of these
cases (1,913) involved changing the beneficiary of a support
order to or from the Department of Public Assistance.



WOMEN’S BRANCH 127

TABLE 1
WOMEN'S BRANCH: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 | 1974

COURT SESSIONS  ....viviiiinnnnnn, 221 196 138 142 138
LISTINGS FOR COURT .....oivvvvinuns 8,810 6,224 3,961 4,425 13,572
Petition hearings ......vvvivreeroenerernnnas 3,974 2,991 1,624 1,795 {1,579
Cases disposed of .......vvvviiviiinnenns 1,235 961 654 798 779
ContinUAanCes ......vvvvevnrrrinnensorans 2,007 1,650 746 695 526
Bench warrants issued ..................0 732 380 224 302 274
Attachment hearings® ...................v... 3,775 2,606 1,821 1,998 | 1,598
Cases disposed of ..........coviiiiininn, 1,504 1,283 1,035 1,197 962
Dispositions® .. ...t 2,379 1,960 1,596 1,871 |1,617
Continuances ©.......ovvevvvnnreanncrans 1,108 794 483 429 374
Bench warrantsissued ..........c000vnl.n 1,163 529 303 372 262
Custody/visitation hearings ................. 681 447 343 315 107
Cases disposed of ........cciiiniineians 389 267 205 200 52
Dispositions® ...... ... oiiiiiiiiiin, 454 289 226 219 57
ContinUances ......vvverrerareereearanes 265 174 133 102 39
Bench warrants issued ........covvueennn 27 6 5 13 16
7Y PG 380 180 173 317 288
Disposed of .. ..ivviieriiiiiiiiiiiiiin, 64 43 43 87 85
ContinUances .......c.oevvvivivraeeernaons 293 124 121 209 188
Bench warrants issued ,........o000veunn 23 13 9 21 15
Petitions disposed of without court hearing ... 2,000 2,351 2,959 846 911

! Includes: Attachments for non-payment of support orders, petitions for modification of support
orders, and change of beneficiary in ‘*Aid to Dependent Children cases.

2 When this type of case is disposed of, it frequently happens that there is more than one disposition,
e.g. a wage attachment may be issued, the amount of the order increased, and the payment of arrears
suspended, thus there would be three dispositions in this one case.
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TABLE 2

DISPOSITIONS IN CASES DEALING WITH SUPPORT AND PATERNITY:
1974 TO 1978

Petitions for support 1978 1977 1976 1975 | 1974
Cases disposed of .. %v.ivivnvieneecnnn 1,235 961 654 798 779
Defendant admits paternity (total) ........... 1,088 877 540 667 659
Support order made ., ...civiininiiiieans 884 760 493 617 601
Support order and hospital expenses —_ 1 1 — 2
Support order and attach wages ..... Cees 182 87 42 39 51
Support order made and suspended
or deferred for direct payment .......... 22 29 4 11 5
Defendant denies paternity (total) ............ 8 6 76 77 76
Adjudged not the father ............ i 5 i 2 it
Suppert order made ........... e 3 1 2 1 4
Suppart order and hospital expenses —_ — — 2 —
Heli ander bond for rial! ..... Ceeeriaes — — 73 71 54
Held: Jor Grand Jury?! ....coovviiieeenenns — — —_ 1 7
Decision of paternity not reached ............ 139 78 38 54 44
Referred elsewhere ...........ccovvveven, 5 — —_ — 1
Petition withdrawn ....... ... vvveninns 50 39 24 25 18
Petition dismissed .........coooiniinnyans 84 39 14 29 25

!'See page 121.
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TABLE 3
TYPE OF DISPOSTION IN ATTACHMENT AND CUSTODY CASES: 1978

Reason for referral
Type of Disposition Non- | Modifica- | Custody
Total payment tion or
‘of order | of order |visitation
Total dispositions ........coovuvniniiuans. 2,833 1,662 717 454
Petition dismissed or withdrawn ..... e 148 39 26 83
Support Order:
Increased .............ccoiiiiiiiin., faee 69 16 53 —_
Reduced .....cvvviiiiiiiiiinnininioneeess 51 29 22 —_
Vacated ..... PPN 201 60 141 -
Suspended ........c i i 96 55 40 1
Reinstated ....cvviiiiieeiiiiinnninnnnnnns 9 3 6 —
Amended ......iiiiiiieiiin, P 54 20 34 —_
Continue to pay order .......ocovvivevieionenns 387 335 50 2
Commitiffailstopay ..........coooiiiiint, 20 19 1 —_
Bench warrant if fails topay .......... P 42 40 2 —
Attach wages if fails topay .......ccovieeviinn, 50 41 8 1
Wage Attachment:
03 <« 576 533 42 L
Amended ... i i 61 12 49 —
Dissolved .oiiiiiiiiiiiii it 49 11 38 —
Payonarrears .......ccciiiiiiriiiiiiiennniinn 343 276 67 —
Remit or vacate arrears .......... PN 79 29 50 —
Suspend arrears ......veeveriiieareeeiaerianenn 61 40 20 1.
Reinstate arrears .\, ...vivnveennerinnneonninees 7 4 3 -
Credit arrears .........coveeveens [ 87 58 29 —_
Beneficiary changed ............. P 28 9 19 —
Beneficiary changed to DPA . ..............c.... 18 10 8 —
Visitation rights fixed .........cccoiiiiiveninnns 161 — —_ 161
Custody of child awarded:
Tomother .vvvniiviiiviieruiennnnsnanenns 38 —_ — 38
Tofather ...ttt i innnnn 34 —_ — 34
To other person ......cooiviiieivnniinenens 109 — — 109
Sentence suspended ... . i i iiaees 3 3 —_ —
Other dispositions .........ccvvvivevnnrnrrneonds 52 20 9 23
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TABLE 4

DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

Total petitions filed ...... 6,861 7,132 6,612 3,108 2,829
For support of children ... 2,550 1,626 1,109 1,147 1,226
For custody/visitation

of children ............ 329 272 219 244 113
For modification or

vacation of order ...... 2,555 2,934 3,464 799 492
For non-payment of

support order ........ .. 1,427 2,300 1,820 918 998

SUPPORT ORDERS!
Neworders ............. 1,531 1,776 + 1,268 865 690
Orders vacated .......... 2,160 2,195+ 1,522 509 324
Orders suspended ........ 132 1 62+ 46 S 68
Orders reinstated ........ 191 127 + 33 22 24
Orders changed .......... 1,220 858 + 451 282 247
Received in payment of

Orders ..., oueil cves $2,514,376 | $2,446,643 | $2,133,2291 $2,016,229 | $1,834,104
Accounts ¢redited .......: 106 104 + 125 179 (81
Amounts credited ........ $ 178,972 | $ 110,234+ |§ 134,444 [$ 140,689 | $ 71,889
Amount awarded to Dept,

of Public Assistance .. $ 2L,109|% 13914+ 1% 8,365($ 40305(8% 55,792

Information furnished by Clerk of Quarter Sessions.

+ Eleven months only.
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DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS

The Constitutional Amendment tc the Judiciary Article of
the Constitution of Pennsylvania, Article V, effective January
1, 1969, vested jurisdiction in divorce and annulment and all
property matters relating thereto in the Family Court Division
of the Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia.

Divorce in Pennsylvania is basically governed by the Act of
May 2, 1929, P.L.. 1237, 23 P.S. sec. 1, et seq. Procedure in
divorce and annulment is governed by Pennsylvania Rules of
Civil Procedure 11211150, imciusive. These are State-wide
rules which may be impiemented by local rules which are not
in conflict therewith.

The Philadelphia rule providing for appointment of masters,
procedure thereafter and compensation to be paid to masters
was amended by a rule first proposed by the Judges of the
Family Court Division and thereafter ratified by the Board of
Judges of the Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia to take
effect November 1, 1971. The amended rule simplifies the
procedure in non-contested cases and reduces the compensa-
tion of masters. Stenographic notes of testimony are no longer
taken in non-contested cases. This has resulted in savings of
time and money to litigants and has made the services of
authorized court stenographers available for depositions and
other areas where their services are required.

Even prior to the case of Boddie v. Connecticut, 401 U.S.
371 (1971), in which the Supreme Court of the United States
held that an indigent person must be permitted to proceed in
an action in divorce without payment of costs, the Family
Court Division entertained petitions for leave to proceed in
forma pauperis and granted leave to proceed in proper cases.
Subsequent to the Boddie case, there has been an enormous
increase in such petitions. These petitions are first processed
to determine whether an order can be entered requiring the
petitioner’s spouse to pay the costs, pursuant to section 46 of
the Divorce Code, 23 P.S. sec. 46. Because of the cooperation
of the Young Lawyers’ Section of the Bar Association, it has
been possible to assign the cases to masters who volunteer
their services, thus avoiding imposing the burden upon. the
judges of the Family Court Division.
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The adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment has posed
problems in the area of divorce and its collateral proceedings.
An opinion has been written by Judge Brosky of Allegheny
County, holding that the section of the Divorce Code per-
mitting a wife to obtain permanent alimony in an action for
divorce from bed and board is unconstitutional because a simi-
lar right is unavailable to a husband. It appears that the Di-
vorce Code of 1929 may prove to be inadequate to cope with
the problems raised by the Equal Rights Amendment, as well
as the social problems created by changes in the family struc-
ture. Until the legislature addresses itself to the problems,
courts—including the Family Court Division—will have to
deal with them on a case i0 case basis.

RATE OF CHANGE OF DIVORCES GRANTED
IN PHILADELPHIA: 1968 TO 1978

Number of Rate of
Year divorces change
1968 3,533 +248
1969 3,562 + 29
1970 3,780 +218
1971 3,988 +208
1972 4,842 +854
1973 5,192 +350
1974 5,419 +227
1975 5,736 +317
1976 5,982 +246
1977 6,294 +312
1978 6,329 +'35
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SUMMARY

There were 8,011 divorce proceedings started during the
year and 6,329 divorces granted, an increase of | percent over
1977. This increase reflects the upward trend in divorces,
noted every year since 1965. In addition there were 1,250
motions and rules in divorce related matters heard by the
court, and 43 exceptions filed.

Indignities were the leading grounds for divorce in Philadel-
phia accounting for 4,908 or 78 percent of all divorces. Deser-
tion was cited in 1,136 cases, or 18 percent. Included in the
6.329 divorces are 12 annulments.

The wife is most frequently the plaintiff in divorce and an-
nulment proceedings (61 percent).

The average duration of marriage at the time the divorce
was granted was 12.6 years. Eighty-seven percent of couples
who obtained divorces were married for 5 years or more, and
28 percent were married for more than 15 years. On the other
hand, in 16 cases the marriage lasted only 1 year; and 7 per-
cent of the marriages lasted 3 years or less.

The median age of husbands who were divorced in 1978 was
34 years, while for the wives it was 32.3 years. Forty-eight
percent of the wives were married before reaching age 21,
compared to 24 percent of the husbands. Eleven percent of
the wives and 12 percent of the husbands had been married
before. In 1978, the highest number of divorces occurred in
the 30-34 age group for husbands and the 25-29 age group for
wives.

The total number of children involved in divorces and an-
nulments numbered 8,467. In 36 percent of the cases there
were no children involved. Forty-one percent of the divorcing
couples, where children were involved, had 1 child; 31 per-
cent, 2 children; 16 percent, 3 children; and 12 percent, had 4
or more children. Of the total number of children, 7,184 were
under 18 years of age at the time the divorce was granted.
Twenty-one percent of those under 18 were the “‘only child”’
of the divorcing couple, while 27 percent came from families
having 4 or more children.
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TABLE 1

DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS BY LEGAL GROUNDS
FOR DECREE: 1978

Divorces and annulments granted
Legal grounds for decree Total Plaintiff
Annul-

Divorces | ments | Husband Wife

Total vvvveniien it ennnencnnrees 6,329 6,317 12 2,497 3,832

Indignities ....oiiiiiniiiiiiiiiienan. 4,908 4,908 —_ 1,853 3,055
Desertion ...vveviiiiieiiainnenneenanns 1,136 1,136 — 568 568
Indignities and desertion ............... 138 138 — 54 84

Indignities and cruelty ................. 69 69 — 7 62

Others* ......c.vvunns et 78 66 12 15 63

*Include: bigamy, cruelty, adultery, conviction of crime, fraud and impotence.
TABLE 2
NUMBER OF CHILDREN.INVOLVED IN DIVORCES AND
ANNULMENTS GRANTED: 1978
V Families

Children of this marriage Percent Total Children
Number | distribution children under 18

Total L.ivcinriniineriiierenainanns 6,329 100 8,467 7,184
No children of this marriage ............. 2,278 36 — —
Families with children (total) ............. 4,051 64 8,467 7,184
Onechild .....oovvniinnivinerevenons 1,657 26 1,657 1,500
Twochildren .........cocvvieiereinnn 1,262 20 2,524 2,144
Three children ............ooc0vinnen 633 10 1.899 1,590
Fourchildren .........ocoivivevnnn 273 4 1,092 900
Five children ........ocoviievinnnnn. 132 2 660 540
Sixchildren .........cc.o0iiiieiaaal 51 1 306 264
Seven children .......cciiiviiiniinan. 24 * 168 147
Eightchildren .......c..cviiiivninnn. 10 * 80 72
Nine or more children ................ 9 * 81 27

*Less than 0.5 percent.
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TABLE 3
LEGAL GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT BY DURATION
OF MARRIAGE: 1978
Legal grounds for decree
Dumtlfm of Total ) In_d_lg- 1 n'd.lg-
marriage Indig- De- nities nities
cg . Others*
nities sertion and and

desertion cruelty
Total ........... . 6,329 4,908 1,136 138 69 78
lyear ......ovvineens 16 12 1 - 3 —
2YEATS 4vvvrrvsvnnvas . 150 143 —_ 1 1 5
Jyears c.oeeeievina.n . 281 269 4 —_ 4 4
4years ...ouiieeneenin 384 343 26 3 6 6
Syears .............. 402 355 26 7 4 10
Byears ...vooviieiians 457 389 51 6 6 b
Tyears «.ovviuiaiinan 424 354 57 3 5 5
8years ....oiuevineinn 416 337 €2 9 2 6
O YEATS vuvrneerennines 395 320 55 12 2 6
10years ©....coeuven. 340 263 64 6 3 4
11 Years vvvvvvavanians 332 258 56 1 5 2
12vears .ovvvveevrenns 281 217 51 4 3 6
13Years .vvvvevnennnn 249 172 64 9 3 i
14years ...ovvviennnn. 219 167 44 4 1 3
ISyears ....ovevienn. 198 140 47 8 3 —_
16 years ....ooovvunnn. 163 124 34 3 i 1
17years ..oo.ovvunnne. 111 70 35 2 4 —_
1Byears ...ooovvevnnnn. 132 92 36 2 — 2
Byears ...oivvevnns. 130 94 32 —_ 1 3
20-24 years «..ioveennn 516 365 123 19 3 6
25:29.years ....iiieann 350 219 111 13 S 2
30-34 years ...iven.n.n 224 136 79 5 3 1
35-39 years i.......... 92 40 47 5 —_ —_
Over 39 years ........ 67 29 31 6 1 —

*Include: bigamy, cruelty, adultery, conviction of crime, fraud and impotence.
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TABLE 4

AGE OF HUSBAND AT TIME OF MARRIAGE BY RACE AND
NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED: 1978

Husbands Previous marriages
Never

Age of husband Total Non- | married Three

White white before [ One | Two or
more
Allages .....ooovviviiiiaine, 6,329 3,549 2,780 5574 | 694 | 57 4
Under 18 years ........... Veees 139 68 71 138 1] - —_
1820 years ..oviiviiiiiiiiiianes 1,382 688 694 1,378 4| — -
21-24 years ... ..., Ceeennens 2,441 1,419 1,022 2,368 3 — —_
2529 years ....i.eiiieiiinnaans 1,316 785 534 1,130 | 181 8 —
30-3d years ........o.n R 464 255 209 317 | 137} 10 —
35-39 years c.oiiiinnn Ceieneaes 216 120 96 112 97 7 —
40-44 years .....eiiniinaiinan 146 76 70 64 71 10 1
45-49 years .....iiiiiiiiinnienn 85 52 33 29 48 8 —_—
50-54 years ..i..iiiieiniiaraans, 62 31 31 19 38 5 —
55-59 years ..iiiiiiiiniiinin 27 17 10 6 15 4 2
60 years and over ..... Cerireae. 48 38 10 13 29 5 1
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TABLE 4A

AGE OF WIFE AT TIME OF MARRIAGE BY RACE AND
NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED: 1978

139

Wives Previous marriages
Never

Age of wife Total Non- | married Three
White white | before [One | Two or

more
Allages ......oviiiiiinianann. 6,329 3,571 2,758 5,661 612 | 52 4
" Under 18 years ................ 787 330 457 784 3| — | —
1820 years .....cvvvnrinniinnnn 2,239 1,244 995 2,217 22 | — —
2124 years ....iiieiiiiiiiinns 1,885 1,202 683 1,792 89 4 —_
2529 years ....i.ieiiiieiiiin.s 790 456 334 588 | 194 7 ]
30-3d years ...veiiiiiiiniiieens 279 143 135 160 113 6 —_
3539 years ...oiiiiiiieeieia, 143 68 75 62 68 | 12 1
40-44'Years .. ... iiieanennisen 73 39 34 27 40 5 1
45-49 years ... i 61 40 21 17 38 5 1
50-54 years .....iiiiiiiiienian, 30 18 12 6 19 5 —
55-59 years .....ieiiiieininean. 16 10 6 —_ 11 5 —
60 years and over .............. 26 21 5 8 15 3 —_




TABLE 5

AGE OF HUSBAND AT TIME OF DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE: 1978

Age of husband

Duration Under | 18-20 | 21-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 3539 | 40-44 | 4549 | 50-54 (5559 | 60 years | Not

of marriage Total

18 years | years | years | years | years | years | years | years | years |years |and over [reported
Total divorces and

annuiments ...... i 6,329 1 5 247 | 1,210 | 1,591 | 1,023 733 501 432 280 272 34
Tyear «.....ov..n. 16 — _— 2 5 5 — — 1 1 — 2 —
2 YEArS ..iliieneen 150 1 3 38 35 21 16 9 8 5 5 9 —
Jyears ........nn 281 — 2 60 103 56 14 15 10 11 6 4 —
4dyears ..eeeien.d 384 —_ — 61 164 81 27 18 i1 11 5 6 —
Syears .,......... 402 —_— —_ 52 201 73 29 It 13 6 7 9 1
6years ........... 457 —_ — 23 215 119 42 17 11 11 7 7 5
7years ...ovaennn, 424 — —_ 9 165 151 47 20 10 I1 2 8 1
8years ........... 416 — — 2 147 180 52 6 11 9 3 6 —
9years ........... 395 — — — 96 198 55 18 13 5 4 4 2
10-14 years ........ 1,421 — — —_ 79 661 397 143 56 35 26 23 1
15-19 years ........ 734 | — — —_ —_ 46 317 233 70 38 14 15 1
20-24 years ........ 516 _ — —_ —_ —_ 27 223 154 66 28 13 5
25-29 years ........ 350 —_ — — — —_ — 20 127 137 34 27 5
Over 29 years "..... 383 —_ — —_ —_ —_ - — 6 86 139 139 13

orl
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AGE OF WIFE AT TIME OF DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE: 1978

TABLE SA

Age of Wife
Duration Total | Under | 18-20 | 21-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35-39 | 40-44 | 45-49 | 50-54 | 55-59 | 60 years Not
of marriage 18 years | years | years | years | years | years | years | years | years [ years | and over | reported
Total divorces and
annulments ...... 6,329 4 41 541 1,594 | 1,443 { 963 618 405 328 171 168 53
lyear ............ 16 —_ —_ 5 6 1 2 — — —_ 1 1 —_
2Y€AIS vuriiriinasn 150 4 1 46 33 22 3 6 4 4 8 —
Jyears cooiiiiiinnn 281 — 15 103 87 35 15 8 5 10 1 2 —_—
dyears c..ivuine.ys 384 — 8 124 153 48 21 14 6 4 4 2 —
Syears ........... 402 — 6 123 174 44 24 10 11 6 — 4 —_
6years ............ 457 — — 83 236 67 29 15 12 4 4 2 5
Tyears cooevvviinn. 424 — — 35 245 74 29 20 5 8 3 4 1
8years .....o0nun, 416 — — 22 221 121 27 10 4 4 1 4 2
O YEArS vuviierisnn 395 — — —_ 195 138 3 8 7 2 4 2 4
10-14 years ........ 1,421 — — —_ 244 727 | 294 72 31 23 16 8 6
15-19 years ........ 734 —_— — — — 166 | 368 127 36 20 5 9 3
20-24 years ..., .. 516 — — — — — 111 257 96 27 13 7 5
25-29 years ........ 350 — —_ — — — — 74 162 66 22 16 10
Over 29 years ..... 383 — —_ — —_ — — —_— 24 150 93 99 17
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TABLE 6

MATTERS RELATIVE TO DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS DISPOSED OF AT
COURT HEARING: 1974 TO 1978

Motions and rules 1978 | 1977 | 1976 | 1975 | 1974

Total ......ovvvnnn, e e e 1,250 | 1,160 1,540 |1,290 (1,180
Rule for alimony pendente lite, counsel fees and costs 83 69 395 432 296
Rule for attachment .............c.cviiivincnnnnnn 14 3 9 13 22
Rule to file master'sreport ........coiviiiiiiiian. —_ — 4 3 11
Rule to amend complaint in divorce ....... e 23 23 27 25 47
Rule for additional master’s fee and stenographic costs 17 I} 18 6 24
Rule for appointment of guardian ad litem .......... 3 2 2 — 3
Rule to dismiss coinplaint in divorce ............... 8 7 1 6 3
Rule for more specific bill of particulars ............ 17 12 10 4 13
Motion for protective order ........oevevvnreennaes 7 20 9 4 —
Rule forcontempt ......coiniiiiiiiiiiirinaeionnas 19 11 12 15 8
Rule to discontinue and end ........c.ociiiiiiiinn 6 3 15 13 8
Rule to withdraw appearance of counsel ............ 13 16 17 15 14
Preliminary objections to complaint in divorce ...... 57 53 70 50 35
Rule for discontinuance and return of master’s fee ... 6 4 2 —_ —
Rule for preliminary injunction ............ovvvue.. 29 61 77 55 28
Rule to strike bill of particulars .................... — — 6 5 6
Preliminary conference and/or order directing partition 94 31 62 36 27
Rule for final decree in divorce .......ooviiviunenns 3 — —_— 5 9
Rule to proceed in forma pauperis ................. 618 647 677 422 441
Attachment to act as a SUMMONS . ..'vvvvsnreonnans 43 33 g 7 12
Rule to keep residence confidential ................ — — — 21 13
Rule to open judgement ...........c.ce0iiiiinann, 22 10 — — —
Rule to amend birthrecord ......... ...l 17 16 — —_ —_
Rule toreinstate .......ivieviveveivnenneseneensen 5 3 — —_ —_
Miscellaneous rules and motions .........o0vvienn. 146 125 118 153 160
Exceptions to master's report filed ..........c00uuun 43 47 53 35 29
Exceptions heard ......0...c.civiiiiiiinnnensanons 24 40 46 16 26
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ADOPTION PROCEEDINGS

The Family Court exercises original jurisdiction over all
legal actions in adoption proceedings. The adoptions branch
of the court is responsible for the processing and investigation
of all matters relevant to adoption, including voluntary relin-
quishment and involuntary termination. Social investigations,
home and office interviews, and consultations with attorneys,
agencies, efc., are necessary in order to determine the fitness
of all persons petitioning for adoption, and to assure full com-
pliance with statutory requirements.

In July, 1970, the General Assembly of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania approved an Act providing for ‘*the adoption
of minors and adults and for the termination of certain
parent-child relationships; providing for jurisdiction of courts;
providing for recording of foreign decrees of adoption; and
containing provisions for procedures, decrees and records in
all matters relating thereto.”” This Act, which repeals the
Adoption Law of 1925, applies to all proceedings begun on or
after January 1, 1971.

Under the law, any individual may be adopted, and any
individual may become an adopting parent. Proceedings prior
to adoption fall into three general categories:

(a) Voluntary Relinquishment — When any child (under
eighteen years) has been in the care of an agency! or indi-
vidual, the natural parents of the child may petition the court
for permission to relinquish forever all parental rights and
duties with respect to their child. Where the child is in the care
of an agency, the petition must contain the consent of the
agency to accept custody until such time as the child is
adopted; where the child is in the care of an individual (and
not related) the individual must first file a report of intention
to adopt.

(b) Involuntary Termination — A petition to terminate par-
ental rights with respect to a child may be filed by; either
parent when termination is sought with respect to the other
parent; an agency; or an individual who has custody of a child
and who has filed a report of intention to adopt. Parental
rights may be terminated on the following grounds:

1. The parent, by conduct continuing for a period of at least
six months either has evidenced a settled purpose of

! “*Agency’’ means any organization, society, or institution which provides for the
care of children, supervised by the Pa. Dept. of Public Welfare, and which provides
adoption services in accordance with standards established by the department.

145



146 FAMILY COURT DIVISION—1978

relinquishing parental claim to a child, or has refused or
failed to perform parental duties;

2. The repeated and continued incapacity, abuse, neglect,
or refusal of the parent has caused the child to be without
essential parental care, control, or subsistence necessary
for his physical or mental well-being;

3. The parent is the presumptive but not the natural father
of the child.

(c) Report of Intention to Adopt — Every person having
custody or control of a child for the purpose of adopting the
child shall report such intent to the court in which the petition
for adoption will be filed. No report is required when the child
is related, by blood or marriage, to the person having custody
or control.

Adoption is a proceeding which results in the severance of 2
person from his or her natural parents and binds that person to
an adopting parent or parents. Because adoption is exclu-
sively a statutory proceeding, it necessarily follows that strict
compliance with legislative enactment is required.

Court hearings for all proceedings are conducted in private,
and in the presence only of the parties involved. Since the
taking of a person into the family of another is a most personal
relationship, the proceedings are kept in strict confidence.
They are not subject to inspection as are other court records,
in fact, the records are impounded and only upon a court
order may they be.inspected, When it is realized that an adop-
tion decree makes the adoptee for all purposes — including
right of inheritance — a member of a new family, the sound-
ness of this practice is readily understood.

The practice of the court is closely concerned with the wel-
fare of the proposed adoptee, and various safeguards are used
to prevent irreparable harm to the parties involved through
disclosures or improper handling of the case.

PETITIONS FOR ADOPTION FILED

1969 .. i i 985 1974 .. 692
1970 - . e 1,072 1975 i 672
1971 e e 1,001 1976 o.oviiviiin i 581
1972 o 892 1977 ... 540
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SUMMARY

During 1978, 442 adoption petitions were granted, involving
492 adoptees, 466 children and 26 adults.

In addition there were 514 petitions for adoption filed during
1978, 171 petitions filed for voluntary relinquishment, 180 pe-
titions filed for involuntary termination, and 267 reports of
intention to adopt.

THE ADOPTEES

During 1978, the adoption of 492 individuals was approved
by the court. The majority (62 percent) of the adoptees were
white. The adoptees were fairly evenly divided between the
sexes, 250 males and 242 females. The number of adoptees
who were born out of wedlock increased from 52 percent in
1977, to 62 percent in 1978.

It is held that very young children make an easier adjust-
ment to new families, and their acceptance is usually more
complete if they become members of the adopting family at an
early age. Couples who adopt children also prefer infants so
that they can share more intimately in their development. Of
the total adoptees, 27 percent born during wedlock were
adopted by persons to whom they were not related, whereas
66 percent of the adoptees born out of wedlock bore no rela-
tionship to their adopting parents. The median age for adop-
tees born in wedlock was 8.2 years, while for adoptees born
out of wedlock, it was only 2.6 years. Thirty-eight percent of
the adoptees born out of wedlock, were one year of age or
younger at the time of granting the petition. Five percent of
all adopted individuals were 18 years of age or older.

Children born out of wedlock were predominantly the off-
spring of single (never married) women (96 percent). The par-
ents of children born during wedlock were most often di-
vorced (66 percent); separated (9 percent); or deceased (14
percent). Three percent of the parents were living together
when they placed their children for adoption, and in 5 percent
of the adoptions of children born during wedlock, the marital
status of the parents was unknown.
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A decree of adoption is not granted until the adoptee has
been in the custody of the petitioner for at ieast six months.
This residency requirement is not necessary where the adop-
tee is over eighteen or related to the petitioner. Sixty-six per-
cent of the adoptees born out of wedlock were in custody for
less than two years; 34 percent for less than one year.

Spouses who adopt children of a mate’s former marriage
accounted for 69 percent of the adoptions of children born
during wedlock, while children born out of wedlock were
placed for adoption primarily by an agency or.institution (46
percent). An additional 15 percent of children born out of
wedlock were placed for adoption through an intermediary.

The wage or salary income of the adopting parents presents
a favorable picture for the adoptees: Sixty-five percent were
in the $15,000 and over class, with 46 percent earning $18,000
or more.

The majority of adopting parents were between the ages of
25 and 39. The median age for the women was 31.8 years; for
the men, 34.5 years.

PETITIONS RELATIVE TO ADOPTION

During 1978, a total of 171 petitions were filed for permis-
sion to relinquish all parental rights over children to approved
agencies or individuals. There were 146 decrees entered, au-
thorizing the agencies or individuals to give consent to the
adoption of these children.

There were 180 petitions for involuntary termination filed
during 1978. These petitions indicate abandonment, desertion,
or neglect on the part of the natural parents of a child. The
court granted 136 petitions during the year, giving custody to
the petitioning agency or individual. Under the Adoption Law
mentioned previously, the name of these petitions was
changed from ‘‘abandonment’’ to ‘‘involuntary termination.”’

When a report of intention to adopt is filed, the court must
make a complete investigation regarding the health, antece-
dernts, and eligibility of the child for adoption, and the health,
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social, and economic status of the adopting parents. During
the year 1978, 267 reports of intention to adopt were filed with
the adoption branch for investigation by the staff.

By order of the court, petitions for voluntary relinquish-
ment and involuntary termination, as well as reports of inten-
tion to adopt, must be used in all legal actions in adoption
proceedings. These forms are available to attorneys in the
Prothonotary’s Office, Room 264, City Hall.
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TABLE 1

PETITIONS FILED, LISTED AND GRANTED: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974
Petitions filed ......covieivniiireinnnnnind 865 866 899 1,002 | 1,077
Foradoption ......icovviiiiivennsianennnnd 514 540 581 672 692
For voluntary relinquishment ................ 171 183 156 156 201
For involuntary termination ................. 180 143 162 174 184
Reports of intention to adopt filed ......... 267 215 324 283 356
Court sessions (days) .....vevvvevivnnad 107 136 156 124 154
Petitions listed .........coviiviiviiniiinn 1,176 1,328 1,424 1,448 | 1,546
Foradoption ........ecvuvvvneriivenns ey 603 786 851 857 | 956
For voluntary relinquishment ,.............. | 304 265 272 292 322
For involuntary termination ................ | 269 277 301 299 268
Petitions granted (total) ............00.0 724 843 868 853 |1,038
Adoption petitions granted ......... ...l 442 561 573 574 705
Adoptees per petition:
[ T- G AU SPSP 402 503 513 529 627
7 T PN 32 35 43 40 60
Three ivovvivvrerinvnecrennas, Ceeeeeend 7 20 12 2 13
Fourormore ................. eeeraans 1 3 5 3 5
Total adoptees .......ooiviiiiniiiinnn 492 646 657 627 | 809
Voluntary relinquishment granted ............ 146 153 147 130 177
Involuntary termination granted .,........... 136 129 148 149 156
Petitions filed — no further action ....... 6 2 12 19 60
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TABLE 2
SOURCE OF PETITIONS FILED: 1974 TO 1978
Petitions filed
Source of petitions 1978 1977 1976 1975 | 1974
Adoplion .vo.iviiiii i 514 540 581. 672 692
ABENCY vovviiiiniiiidiead 171 175 191 168 | 210
Independent .........ooiveny 79 93 31 139 140
Kinship ......ooviiiiinind 264 272 279 365 | 342
Voluntary Relinquishment ...... 171 183 156 156 201
ABENCY vvvvirrerennnsennaney 118 132 125 120 170
Independent ................ | 49 46 28 33 27
Kinship «...iviiiieninnin. 4 5 3 3 4
Involuntary Termination ........ 180 143 162 174 184
ABENCY vvviiinivininnnen.y ‘59 37 51 50 78
Independent ................. 24 22 3] 28 27
Kinship ......ovviiiiiiinnd 97 84 80 96 90
TABLE 3

ADOPTION, VOLUNTARY RELINQUISHMENT
AND INVOLUNTARY TERMINATION: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 | 1974

Petitions listed (total) ........, 1,176 1,328 1,424 1,448 11,546
Foradoption ...........oc0n0i 603 786 851 857 956
Granted ......iiiiniiiny 442 561 573 574 705
Withdrawn ............c0000 17 12 26 26 20
Dismissed/denied ............ 6 4 5 4 7
Decision reserved ............ 72 128 139 108 91
Continuances ..........,.... 66 81 108 145 133
For voluntary relinquishment ... 304 265 272 292 | 322
Granted ....c..oetvvuriinennns 146 153 147 130 177
Withdrawn .........coveienid 22 11 9 13 14
Dismissed/denied ............ —_— 2 — — —
Decision reserved ............ 58 54 73 93 68
Continuances ......c.eeveerss 78 45 43 56 63
For involuntary termination ..... 269 277 301 299 268
Granted .......oveeeiinnennn 136 129 148 149 156
Withdrawn/dismissed ......... 15 19 28 12 19
Decision reserved ............ 56 64 62 37 37
Continuances ..........coeus 62 65 63 101 56
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TABLE 4
PETITIONS FOR ADOPTION GRANTED: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 | 1974

Petitions granted (totaf) ...... 442 561 573 574 | 705
Total adoptees ........... Vieeed 492 646 657 627 | 809
Males ...... Ceeeees Ceereeeeis . 250 331 320 322 ) 425
Females ....... W iaveeerreneay 242 315 337 305 384
Percent males —«......... Ceees 51 51 49 51 53
White .oivevieinnninns R 307 401 430 420 507
Non-white «..vvevivinevnnvaes 185 245 227 207 | 302
Percent white .......... P 62 62 65 67 63
Catholic ..... Cerreraaes Cereid 182 283 293 285 | . 341
Protestant .............c 0, 164 260 281 263 393
Jewish .....coovvncn. [P 16 26 27 23 41
Unknown or none .........., sl 130 77 56 56 34
Born during wedlock ........... 188 308 287 273 347
Bom out of wedlock ........... 304 338 370 354 | 462
Percent born out of wedlock .. 62 52 56 56 57
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ADOPTEES IN PETITIONS GRANTED, BY RACE AND BIRTH STATUS: 1978

Adoptees
White Non-white
Total Bom Bom Bomn Bom
Total | during out of | Total | during out of
wedlock | wedlock wedlock | wedlock

TOTAL ADOPTEES 492 307 141 166 185 47 138

AGE AT TIME OF

GRANTING PETITION
Under 1 year ............| 33 31 3 28 2 —_— 2
ltoSyears ...ovvvvnnnnsn 195 131 30 101 64 15 49
6to9years .....iiiiiennn 112 64 47 17 48 11 37
10to 17 years .o.ovvvvvunnns 126 61 45 16 65 17 48
18 years and over ........, 26 20 16 4 6 4 2

ADOPTEE PLACED BY:
Own parent ......ovevunen 257 156 113 43 101 27 74
Private agency or institution | 171 99 16 83 72 i6 56
Intermediary .............]| 57 47 7 40 10 3 7
Other ....ivvveeneianvanes 7 5 5 . 2 1 1

RELATIONSHIP OF

PETITIONER TO

ADOPTEE:
Notrelated .......ocvvens 252 158 27 131 94 23 71
Stepparent ............... 221 140 109 31 81 21 60
Other ".iviviveiiinereennd 19 9 5 4 10 3 7

CONSENT GIVEN BY:
One parent ............... 210 118 66 52 92 19 73
Both parents .............. 63 49 45 4 14 7 7
Adoptee ..., iiiiiinini) 21 17 13 4 4 3 1
Private agency or institution | 148 91 13 78 57 14 43
Public agency (DPW) ...... 18 8 3 5 10 3 7
Intermediary ...........00, 25 18 1 17 7 i 6
Other .. vevvreiiniorenndd 7 6 —_ 6 1 —_ 1
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TABLE 5-—Continued

ADGPTEES IN PETITIONS GRANTED, BY RACE AND BIRTH STATUS: 1978

Adoptees
White Non-white
Total Born Bomn Born Born
Total | during [ outof | Total | during out of
wedlock | wedlock wediock | wedlock

TOTAL ADOPTEES 492 307 141 166 185 47 138

DURATION OF

CUSTODY:
Under1year ............d 141 99 27 72 42 12 30
ltodyears ..ovovreeinnnns 245 157 77 80 88 19 69
S5toRyears ...viiiiiiiinns 62 25 18 7 37 12 25
10to 15years v.vvvvinenns 27 14 I8 3 13 2 11
16 years and over ........, 17 12 8 4 5 2 3

MARITAL STATUS OF

ADOPTEES’ PARENTS:
Not married ........c0...) 298 163 2 161 135 3 132
Separated or divorced ..., 146 117 114 3 29 26 3
One or both deceased ...... 32 23 21 2 9 6 3
Living together .......... J 6 3 3 — 3 3 —_—
Unknown ...o.vvvvnnn. ol 10 i i — 9 9 —

INCOME OF

PETITIONERS:
Under $5,000 ............. 14 4 2 2 10 2 8
$5,000 to $10,999 ......... 65 26 12 14 39 9 30
$£i,000 to $14.999 ........\ 91 61 31 30 30 10 20
$15,000 t0 817,999 ......... 94 62 28 34 32 2 30
$18,000 and over .......... 226 154 68 86 72 24 48
Not reported ............ fo2 —_— —_ — 2 —_ 2
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ADOPTEES IN PETITIONS GRANTED, BY RACE AND BIRTH STATUS: 1978

Adoptees
Whiie Non-white
Total Bom Born Bom Born
Total | during outof | Total during out of
wedlock | wedlock wedlock | wedlock

TOTAL ADOPTEES 492 307 141 166 185 47 138

AGE OF ADOPTING

FATHER
Under 25 years .........y.. 22 13 7 6 9 — 9
251034 years .......euuenn 207 149 69 80 58 13 45
Stoddyears ...ieiieniinn 149 102 43 59 47 18 29
45t0 54 years ....... ... 52 30 13 17 22 5 17
55 years and over ......... 30 9 6 3 21 6 15
One petitioner ............. 32 4 3 1 28 ] 23

AGE OF ADOPTING

MOTHER
Under 25 years ............ 31 16 8 8 15 — 15
25to34years .....oiunaln 283 197 88 105 86 24 62
35toddyears ...ovviinnnen 103 67 23 39 36 12 24
45to Sdyears ...ovuiiinans 44 15 9 6 29 6 23
55 years and over ..,...... 27 10 7 3 17 4 13
One petitioner ............. 4 2 { 1 2 1 1

RELIGION OF

PETITIONERS
Married petitioners

Protestant .............. 168 54 26 28 114 28 86

Catholic ... .cvvvvunrennns 176 163 67 96 13 6 7

Jewish ....oviivviiunnsn 37 35 13 22 2 1 1

Mixed . ..oovinniiniann 75 51 33 18 24 6 18

Nonefunknown .......... 3 1 —_ 1 2 — 2
One Petitioner

Protestant .............. 27 2 1 1 25 4 21

Catholic .....covivnveens 5 — _— — 5 2 3

Jewish ......coiiiiinns 1 L 1 — — — —_
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THE MEDICAL BRANCH

Throughout its history of more than a half century, the med-
ical branch has provided a unique service to the court through
the evaluations conducted by the psychiatrists and psycholo-
gists on its staff. With the advent of comprehensive mental
health and mental retardation programs, this court’s profes-
sional staff provides important screening and makes recom-
mendations to the various community mental health centers
regarding needs for future evaluation and treatment of court
clients. In an overwhelming number of instances, the prelimi-
nary evaluations made at the court have been corroborated by
further studies that reflect the quality and court appraisal. The
judiciary of the Family Court rely heavily on reports of its
mental health professionals in the court, which further attests
to the strength of these services.

Among its varied functions, the medical branch provides
psychiatric and psychological evaluation and treatment ser-
vices, dental care, and physical screening. It makes referrals
to hospitals, clinics, and mental facilities, and maintains
follow-up on progress.

The medical branch has a regular staff of physicians, psy-
chologists, and psychiatrists to diagnose and recommend
treatment of the physical and mental condition of those
brought before the court; a laboratory for making bacteriolog-
ical and serologic studies; a staff of full-time nurses for court-
room duty and office interviews, as well as for visiting homes
and doing follow-up work with those under the court’s care;
and a well-equipped dental clinic which provides dental
examinations and necessary treatments to clients of the court.
A nursery, located on the first floor of the Family Court,
provides care and amusement for babies and children while
their parents are transacting business in the court.

In 1978, 2,168 psychiatric examinations and 1,822 psycho-
logical examinations were performed at Family Court, as well
as 3,302 physical examinations, and 545 dental examinations
requiring 2,226 dental treatments. The clinical laboratory
tested more than 5,000 specimens. The nursery cared for more
than 4,000 children while the parents transacted business in
the court. The clinical services unit interviewed, treated or
referred more than 400 cases. The nurses conducted over
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4,000 visits and interviews to assure follow-up on medical
problems and handled more than 600 emergency treatments
and investigations. A total of 340 juveniles were referred to
the correctional group counseling program for group therapy
during 1978. There were 321 mental health commitments for
studies or long term treatment.
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TABLE 1
MEDICAL BRANCH: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 | 1974
Total examinations .......... e e 7,837 7,858 7,752 6,970 | 8,194
Mental examinations (total) ................. 3,990 4,023 4,068 4,121 | 4,277
Psychiatric examinations ...... b eereeeresas 2,168 2,228 2,325 2,447 | 2,385
Psychological examinations ............... 1,822 1,795 1,743 1,674 | 1,892
Physical examinations ...........oeevivenes. 3,302 3,288 3,063 2,259 § 3,237
Dental examinations ....................... 545‘ 547 621 590 680
Clinical laboratory tests  ......ccoveeuvnrens. 5,382 6,160 6,308 7,760 | 5,613
New cases under supervision (total) .......... 1,599 1,670 1,713 1,802 | 1,950
Physical ..ot 1,367 1,427 1,455 1,504 1 1,394
Clinical services .........covvivvvnvninn. 232 243 258 298 556
Children cared for in nursery ... ............ 4,367 3,886 4,724 5,434 | 6,023
Visitors to fUFSErY .iveuvtivinnerennvsennnns 4,217 3,551 4,576 5,310 | 5,080
Commitments under Mental Health Act ...... 321 276 320 340 223

Cases enrolled in Correctional Group
Counseling .......covvivevinnninnnns HI 340 464 415 565 394
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TABLE 2

MENTAL AND PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS: 1978

Total Psychiatric | Psychological Physical
Branch referring cases Per Per Per Per
Num- | cent | Num- cent | Num- | cent | Num- | cent
ber distri- | ber distri-| ber distri-{ ber | distri-
bution' bution® bution! bution*!
Total examinations ...... | 7,292 100 | 2,168 100 | 1,822 100 | 3,302 100
Juvenile branch (total) ..... 4,670 64 | 1,759 81 | 1,714 94 | 1,197 36
Delinquent .............. 3,722 51 1,374 63 | 1,473 81 875 26
Non-delinquent .......... 756 10 213 0 221 12 322 10
Adults ....iiiiiiiiiinn, 180 2 163 8 17 1 _ —
Counnseling and referral R - 9 | t— 3 t— — —
Domestic relations branch .. | 1,242 17 364 17 104 6 774 23
Women's branch .......... 249 3 45 2 4 1t 200 6
Employees ...........cc.... 189 3 — — _ _— 189 6
Emergency treatments .,... 942 13 —_ — — —_ 942 29
!Distributive percentages are not adjusted to total* 100.
tLess than 0.5 percent.
TABLE 3
CLINICAL LABORATORY TESTS: 1974 TO 1978
1978 1977 1975 1975 1974
Total tests ......cocovuns. 5,382 6,160 6,308 7,760 5,613
Serologic tests for syphilis ... 2,361 3,125 3,355 4,324 3,396
Smears for gonococcus ...... 441 47 43 35 125
Cultores for gonococcus ..... A48 890 824 1,109 832
Urinalyses .......cceivvnnns 908 1,060 1,191 1,026 1,059
Trichomonas ........ AU 410 872 804 1,065 195
Monilia .....cooivvvvnennne. —_— — C 103 —
Hemoglobin (sickle cell) ...... 754 — — — —_
Miscellaneous ............... 60 166 91 98 6




\ MEDICAL BRANCH 163
TABLE 4

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DIAGNOSES IN PSYCHIATRIC
EXAMINATIONS: 1978

Primary diagnoses
" ] Total
second-
Nature of diagnoses ::;:l Delin- (1;{?:;_ ary
primary quent Adults | diag-
diag- X quent
children ¥ noses
noses | children
Total Psychiatric examinations ....... 2,168 1,383 313 472 901
Sub-normal intelligence ............ ]| 205 145 40 20 373
Normal intelligence ............... 206 79 50 77 258
Above normal intelligence ......... ] 21 S 15 1 23
Behavior disorders of childhood
and adolescence (total) ............ 529 497 21 11 67
Group delinquent reaction ......... 432 417 9 6 51
Runaway reaction ................. 18 11 7 — 2
Unsocialized aggressive reaction .... 68 61 3 4 9
Hyperkinetic reaction .............| 2 1 1 — 4
Withdrawing reaction .............. 4 2 i 1 —
Otherreaction ........ccoevveuuen. 5 5 — —_ 1
Transient situational disturbances
[(103F:1 ) IR 651 492 126 33 36
Adjustment reaction of adolescence . 570 471 90 9 34
Adjustment reaction of childhood ... 58 20 36 2 —_
Adjustment reaction of adult life . ... 22 —_ —_ 22 2
Adjustment reaction of infancy ..... 1 1 —_ — —_
Conditions without manifest
psychiatric disorder (total) .......... 241 10 24 207 14
No mental disorder ...............) 136 9 20 107 10
Social maladjustment ..............] 96 —_ 3 93 2
Non-specific conditions ............. 9 i 1 7 2
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TABLE 4—Concluded

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DIAGNOSES IN PSYCHIATRIC
EXAMINATIONS: 1978

Primary diagnoses

Total
second-

Nature of diagnoses gﬁ::l Delin- zc])lr;: ary

ey | quent went | Adults | diag-

& children a noses

noses children
Personality and other non-psychotic
mental disorders (total) ............. 153 91 17 45 80
Personality disorders (total) ......... 105 71 12 22 33
Passive-aggressive .........00.... 65 45 10 10 21
Other types «..vvvveneennrnnionns 24 13 2 9 4
Explosive ......coviiiiiiiiinann, 16 13 — 3 8
Sexual deviations .........cc000u0n. 2 1 —_ i 1
Alcoholism ........... e 15 2 - 13 I6
Drug dependency ........covinienns 31 17 5 9 30
Psychoses not attributed to physical

condition (total) ....... e 36 5 2 29 3
Schizophremia . ..vvevsnvesnrennens 27 5 2 20 1
Other psychoses .......covevionnenn 9 — — 9 2
Neuroses ...... N 31 13 4 14 8
Mental retardation ................ e 50 34 9 7 31
Non-diagnostic terms .,....oeveveren.. 28 9 4 15 2
Other diagnoses .........ooeiiennesn. 17 3 1 13 6
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TABLE 5

PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS: 1978
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Branch referring cases
Juvenile
Diagnoses .
Total Delin- Non- g:]zteics)ﬂ: Women’s
delin- Adults
quent
quent
Total examinations .. 1,822 1,473 224 17 104 4
Superior ...... ... 23 14 1 — 8 —_
Bright normal ......... 95 52 16 — 27 —
Normal .............. 670 539 86 5 40 —_
Dull normal  .......... 331 282 39 3 6 1
Borderline ............ 607 505 71 7 21 3
Mild retardation ...... 89 74 11 2 2 —_—
Moderate retardation .. 3 3 — —_ — —_
Unspecified intelligence 4 4 —_— — —_ —
TABLE 6
CLINICAL SERVICES UNIT ACTIVITIES: 1975-1978

1978 1977 1976 1975

Clinical services probation ............. 434 453 497 506
NEW CASES tvvvunverrnronresannnonaas 232 243 258 298
Carried over from previous year - ...... 202 210 239 208
Group therapy .........ccveviiiiinnnn. 11 4 24 24
Correctional group counseling .......... 635 674 673 792
NeW Cases ....vvvvrevrererennininans 340 464 415 565
Carried over from previous year ...... 295 210 258 227
Cases referred to outside agencies ....... 81 112 76 146
Appointments scheduled ............... 1,962 1,822 1,548 1,236
Appointments Kept ......coiviiiiieenn 1,298 1,296 1,148 922
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TABLE 7

COMMITMENTS MADE UNDER MENTAL HEALTH ACT: 1978

For For
Admitting centers and instituticns Total studies treatment

Total Cases v.vvvviinereirserrivnrinneninns 321 150 171
Albert Einstein Medical Center .............. 17 9 8
Benjamin Rush Center for Mental Health ..... 5 3 2
Child Guidance Clinic .......cvvvvviennnene, 25 11 14
Episcopal Hospital .........ccoveiiiiiinnn.. 11 3
Eastern State School and Hospital ........... 79 —_ 79
Eastern Pa. Psychiatric Institute ............. 2 — 2
Eugenia Hospital ...........cooiiiiiiinnnnn. 4 — 4
Fairmount Farms ......oovevvineevnnoncnanen 1 — 1
Hahnemann Hospital ............0000uinn AR 26 24 2
Interac .....oviii ittt 7 7 —
Jefferson Hospital ........ooiiviiininennnn 8 8 —_
Nazareth (PATH) .....c...ooviiiiiiiiinnn. 6 6 —_
North Central Unit (Temple Hospital) ........ 23 21 2
Northeast Unit (Friends’ Hospital) ............ 13 10 3
Northwestern Unit ......oveiiirenrenneenes 15 15 —
Northwestern Institute of Psychiatry ......... 9 — 9
Norristown State Hospital .................. 8 —_ 8
Pennhurst State School and Hospital ......... 3 — 3
Pennsylvania Hospital ..............cc00000. 7 4 3
Pennsylvania Institute ...................... 1 1 —
Philadelphia State Hospital .................. 10 — 10
Philadelphia Psychiatric Center .............. 35 23 12
Southern Homes ...........ocoiveinenanns. 1 _— 1
Woodhaven Center ............. v 5 — 5
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TABLE 8

CASES UNDER SUPERVISION OF THE NURSES: 1978
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Total cases supervised during the year ........ovveiviviveivaaens e
New cases this Year .. ....uiieiiniiiiiiiniietreereessnreeisrenennsseessns
Carried over from previous YEar .. ..o.vuiuveerisierierreiveirarneenersdosserons

Total visits and INtEIVIEWS ..vvvreeevrinreeenecnreonneeenanans e e
Home visits .......vvivvnennnnen. F e e e e e b e
O ICe N BIVIEWS Lot eit vt ii it reiinreranstirenesnsacessnannnan P

Diagnosis on cases under supervision:

Dentalcare .....oovvvviivvvinnanas P P et
Digestive disorders ................ e e e e
Ears, nose and throat ........oviieiiininiiiiiiieteeeerriereesvorinioneeesnons
= PP P it
5 =T Y PR
Hypertension . ..ovuueeeriiniieiniirereereneennsninnnonennnns e,
G (03 111 N N
Prefpost natal .....euu i i i e e e
Respiratory ......coovevviiinnininn. N
SKin diSOrder ...ttt e it i it et PN ..
Trichomonas ................c.... P N et
UTNaIY 4 vt ve v it edenasereeisnsraneononenesnsnon i,
Venereal .....ovviiiiniiiiinnenoans F e eteenesierere s feeedbeaersreaean

Others cvvviviriirirerinereneeranns

1,722

1,367
355

4,238

2,559
1,679




STATISTICAL SUMMARY
TOTAL ACTIVITY

The workload performed by this court is large and diversi-
fied. The total activity during 1978 includes not only the
71,891 listings for formal court hearing or trial by the 20 judges
in the various branches of the court, but also 14,203 listings
for interviews at the Youth Study Center, and 16,516 other
cases listed for adjustment or disposition without court hear-
ing — a grand total of 102,610 listings.

This is exclusive of a vast number of departmental activities
such as investigation and preparation of cases for court hear-
ing; supervision by the probation staff and visiting nurses of
children and adults on probation or parole, as well as aftercare
supervision for children and adults released from certain in-
stitutions; thousands of medical, dental, psychiatric, and
psychologic examinations; laboratory tests; referral of cases
to public and private health and welfare agencies and institu-
tions; the service of writs, warrants, and subpoenas; the col-
lection of fines, costs, and restitution; and numerous other
activities,
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TOTAL ACTIVITY — LISTINGS, DISPOSITIONS, AND
SESSIONS: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

TOTAL CASES LISTEL! FOR )
DISPOSITION IN ALL BRANCHES .... |102,610 | 91,069 | 104,443 | 106,169 | 101,442

For formal court hearing or trial ...... ceaas | 71,891 | 60,299 | 67,932 | 73,020 | 68,383
For disposition without court hearing (total) . | 30,719 | 30,770 | 36,511 | 33,149 | 33,059

For official judicial approval of amendments

to previously disposed cases ........... 10,187 | 10,851 | 13,263 59251 6,435
Forintake interviews at Youth Study Center 14,203 | 13,625 | 17,266 | 21,488 | 21,205
Master’s hearings-divorce and annulments 6,329 6,294 5,982 5,736 5,419

TOTAL DISPOSITIONS IN ALL

BRANCHES ....iiiiiimierionnnnnnnnes 55,737 | 51,435 | 60,521 | 55,631 53,617
Through formal court hearing ...........,.. 36,990 | 31,523 | 36,249 | 37,783 | 34,755
Without court hearing {total) ............... 18,747 | 19912 | 24,272 | 17,848 | 18,862

Official judicial approval of amendments

to previously disposed cases ........... 10,187 | 10,851 | 13,263 5,925 6,435

Intake interviews at Youth Study Center .. 2,231 2,767 5,027 6,187 | 7,008

Divorce and annulments granted ......... 6,329 6,294 5,982 5,736 5,419
SESSIONS ..iiiiiiiiiinnnnerovassenaness 3,172 3,095 3,359 3,008} 2,857
Formal court hearing ...........cooevuen.. 2,863 2,786 3,053 2,701 | 2,549
Intake interviews at Youth Study Center? ... 309 309 306 307 308

! Listings include cases disposed of and continudnces.

2 Sessions are held 6 days a week. The intake process consists of two separate interviews. Children
under arrest have a first intake interview soon after they arrive at the Center to determine whether
they should be detained. The second interview usually takes place the following day to determine
whether the case is to be adjusted or referred for court hearing.
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FAMILY COURT DIVISION—1978

TOTAL ACTIVITY—CASES LISTED: 1973 TO 1978

All . Domestic | Women’s . ,
Year branches Juvenile relations branch Adoption Divorce
Cases listed for court hearing
1973 ...l 62,744 38,532 17,488 3,756 1,587 1,381
1974 ....... vers 63,383 41,581 20,611 3,465 1,546 1,180
1975 o.ovenenne. 73,020 45,432 20,425 4,425 1,448 1,290
1976 . ouuus. P 67,932 40,387 20,620 3,961 1,424 1,540
1977 oooviinn. 60,299 35,397 16,190 6,224 1,328 1,160
1978 ........ vee 71,891 39,455 21,200 8,810 1,176 1,250
Cases disposed of through court hearing
7 T 27,714 15,347 7,761 1,947 1,278 1,381
1974 ...l 29,641 16,142 9,395 1,826 1,098 1,180
1975 (oiiinn 32,535 18,161 9,794 2,282 1,008 1,290
1976 .ovivvunn. 3},669 17,003 9,253 1,937 936 1,540
1977 oo, 26,632 14,904 7,123 2,554 891 1,160
1978 ..vvvvina 30,127 16,509 7,992 3,192 784 1,250
Dispositions without court hearing
1973 ..ol 16,347 10,565 157 433 — 5,192
1974 ,.ooiuen 18,862 12,435 * 97 911 —_ 5,419
1975 ..., ‘e 17,848 11,143 123 846 _— 5,736
1976 ..vivvinne 24,272 10,512 4,819 2,959 — 5,982
1977 coviieiinn . 19,912 6,676 4,591 2,351 — 6,294
1978 ..o il 18,747 6,588 3,830 2,000 —_ 6,329
Sessions—Court hearings*

1973 .ioiiiian, 2,363 1,327 693 147 144 52
1974 wovvnvnn.. 2,549 1,425 780 138 154 52
1975 (..., veres 2,701 1,500 883 142 124 52
1976 ....ovis, 3,053 1,715 992 138 156 52
1977 vviviiinnn 2,786 1,554 848 196 136 52
1978 ..vvviivann 2,863 1,433 1,050 221 107 52

"Does not include sessions at Youth Study Center.

*Five month figure only.
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DISPOSITIONS THROUGH COURT HEARING: 1974 TO 1978

171

Method of disposition and

branch of the court 1978 1977 1976 1975 1974
Dispositions thretigh court hearing® ...... 36,990 | 31,523 1 36,249 7 37,783 | 34,755
Juvenile branch? ... oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee 16,909 | 14,904 | 17,003 | 18,161 | 16,142
Domestic relations branch (dispositions)! 13,915 | 11,315 | 14,246 | 14,349 | 13,797
CaSES vt i s 7,992 7,123 9,253 9,794 | 9,395
Women'’s branch (dispositions)! ............ 4,132 3,253 2,524 2,975 2,538
Attachments for non-payment; custody/
visitation (dispositions)! .............. 2,833 2,249 1,827 2,090 1,674
CaseS vovvidii i Sevaes 1,893 1,550 1,249 1,397 962
Petition and order .................ilL 1,235 961 654 798 779
Trial court ............... e e 64 43 43 87 85
Adoption branch ......... Cireeeaieraieaens 784 891 936 1,008 | 1,098
Petitions for adoption ........... b 463 577 604 604 732
Petitions for voluntary relinquishment .... 168 166 156 143 191
Petitions for involuntary termination ...... 151 148 176 261 175
Divorce {motions and rules) ............... 1,250 1,160 1,540 1,290 1,180

! This table shows the number of dispositions, not the number of cases disposed &f, and hence the
figures differ from those on page 170. When a case is disposed of through court hearings, often there
is more than one disposition in the case, e.g., a support order might be reinstated, the amount of the
order increased, and arrears in payment remitted. Thus there would be three dispesitions in this ane
case. The number of cases disposed of does not fully reflect the total workioad of the court. A
considerable number of cases involve continuances which require more than one court hearing and

an additional amount of staff work.

2 Includes delinquency, non-delinquency and adult cases.
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DISPOSITIONS WITHOUT COURT HEARING: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

Dispositions Without Court Hearing ........ 18,747 | 19,912 | 24,272 | 17,848 | 18,862
Adjustments through intake interviews at
Youth Study Center .......coevveveives. 2,231 2,767 5,027 6,187 | 7,008
Dispositions in special list cases' ....... e 10,187 | 10,851 13,263 5,925 6,435
Juvenile branch .,.......c.00iiinin cees 4,357 3,909 5,485 4,956 | 5,427
Domestic relations branch® .............. 3,830 4,591 4,819 123 *97.
Womens branch? .......cocvvieiiinien.n 2,000 2,351 2,959 846 911
Divorces granted .......... et 6,329 6,294 5,982 5,736 5,419

! These are dispositions which carry judicial or administrative approval but require no formal court
hearing.

% Increase is due to child support program initiated in 1976.

* Five month figure only. ;
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JUVENILE BRANCH: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

Total cases listed for disposition ......... 58,015 | 52,931 [ 63,138 [ 71,876 | 68,213
Cases listed for court hearing! ..... P 39,455 | 35,397 | 40,387 | 45,432 | 41,581
Dispositions .....oovviiiiiiiiieiiiie... 16,909 | 14,904 | 17,003 | 18,161 [ 16,142
Continuances .........vevsen Viveaaaseas 22,546 | 20,493 | 23,384 | 27,271 | 25,439
Cases listed for intake interviews at
Youth Study Center v.........cc.ccvvnn, 14,203 | 13,625 17,266 | 21,488 | 21,205
Adjusted ..o e e 2,231 2,767 5,027 6,187 7,008
Continuances ......c..... e 1,814 1,515 1,962 2,897 3,351
Referred to juvenile court for hearing ..... 10,158 9,343 | 10,277 | 12,404 | 10,846

Cases listed for official judicial approval of
amendment to previous decrees of court

without court hearing ................. .. 4,357 3,909 5,485 4,956 5,427
Informal complaints received ............ 271 286 150 151 203
Cases disposed of .........ccccviviinn, 23,497 | 21,580 | 27,515 | 29,304 | 28,577

Cases disposed of through court hearing .... | 16,909 | 14,904 | 17,003 | 18,161 |} 16,142
Cases adjusted through intake interviews at
Youth Study Center ..........ovevvuvnnn 2,231 2,767 5,027 6,187 7,008
Cases listed for official judicial approval
and disposed of without court hearing .... 4,357 3,909 5,485 4,956 | 5,427

Total dispositions .......covvvneivinenns 23,497 | 21,580 | 27,515 | 29,304 | 28,577
Delinquency cases .........covevvviuecrnens 19,044 | 17,889 | 23,416 | 24,869 | 24,983

New charges ....covvveviviireriinennnas 12,568 | 12,315 | 16,061 | 18,250 | 17,706

Rehearings ........civiiviiiniinnae, . 6,476 5,574 7,355 6,619 | 7,277
Aduits corrupting or endangering welfare :

of children ..........oooiviiiiniiiioinl, 1,176 1,033 1,281 1,483 1,259
Won-delinquency .........cccvieivenns i 3,232 2,537 2,625 2,732 | 2,068

New charges .......ocivvienninen cie 1,583 1,215 1,395 1,570 1,117

Rehearings .......oovveeniieneninnsnenn.. 1,649 1,322 1,230 1,162 951
Other adult cases ...v...ovvvnvnnn, PR 45 121 193 220 267

! Includes pre-trial and adjudicatory court listings.
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DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH:

FAMILY COURT DIVISION—1978

1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974
Cases listed for disposition
through court hearing ..., 21,200 16,190 20,620 20,425 20,611
Party fuiled to 'xppLdr, bench
warrant issued . Ceveeiiaad 1,829 1,628 1,960 1,960 1,898
Continuances ....... PP v 11,379 7,439 9,407 8,671 9,318
Cases disposed of ....... PPN 7,992 7,123 9,253 9,794 9,395
Dispositions® ......., ey R 13,915 {1,315 14,246 14,349 13,797
SESSIONS ..iviviiveiiinn " 1,050 848 992 883 780
Reason for reference 1o court 13,915 11,315 14,246 14,349 13.797
Petition and order for support ... 4,006 2,326 3.403 3.947 3451
Madification or vacation of order 5,291 4,459 5,520 4,961 4,341
Non-payment of order ........., 2,882 3,368 4,037 4,115 5162
Visitation rights or child custody 1,736 1,162 {,286 1,326 843
TYPE OF DISPOSITION .... 13,915 11,315 14,246 14,349 13,797
Support order made (tataly ..... | 2,335 1,509 2,285 2,803 2,448
For spouse andfor child? ..... ] 2,335 1,503 2,254 2,780 2.441
For parenit ......... — 6 31 23 7
Support order vacated ......,,. ] 714 590 679 386 624
Support order modified,
suspended or reinstated .,..... 2,042 1,929 2,286 2,205 2,207
Continue to pay order ,........ | 1,234 1,011 1,668 1,555 1,759
Commit if failure to pay ........ 258 427 503 400 416
Dismissed® ......... PR . 850 613 978 969 826
Withdrawn ....... Cevrraas Vhaa 727 380 450 478 428
Custody of child '\W'xrdt.d ....... 524 324 306 275 151
Visitation rights fixed .......... 913 703 916 903 696
Arrears remitted or modified ... 1,445 1,492 1,747 1,597 1,763
Wage attachment issued «....... 1,181 1,027 1,112 {,122 1,106
All other dispositions ....... Vo 1,695 1,310 1,346 1,456 1,373
Petitions disposed of without
court hearing! ... ....00h, 3,602 4,195 4,819 23 *97
Dispositions ......v.veeaviian 3,830 4,591 4,819 123 *97
DEPARTMENTAL
ACTIVITIES
New intake-famifies referred to
this branch for the first time .. 9414 7,922 4,315 4,763 4,134
~Petitions fifed ..... Vedereaedens N 14,262 13,552 15,802 11,948 10,832
Receipts (support orders) & ..., $24.938,684 | $23,648,783 | $24,037.805 | $22,621,705 519,792,477

' See p. 106 for distinction between cases and dispositions.
t Includes an insignificant number of orders {or the support of husbands.

*Includes parties reconciled.

*Increase is due to child support program initiated in 1976.
* Information supplied by Clerk of Quarter Sessions.

*Five month figure only,
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WOMEN'S BRANCH-—UNMARRIED MOTHERS: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974
COURT SESSIONS  .vvivvienann.. 221 196 138 142 138
Cases listed for court hearing ....... 8,810 6,224 3,961 4,425 3,465
Party failed to appear, bench
warrant issued ..., P 1,945 928 541 708 551
ContinUANCES. «vvvevivvrerenennonninns 3,673 2,742 1,483 1,435 1,088
Cases dispased of ' . oo 3,192 2,554 1,937 2,282 1,826
Dispositions® ...t 4,132 3,253 2,524 2,975 2,538
Petitions for support ....,.. «...... 1,235 961 654 798 779
Defendant admits paternity ....... 1,088 877 540 667 659
Defendant denies paternity ........ 8 6 76 77 76
Dismissed or withdrawn _.......... 139 78 38 54 44
Attachments for non-payment; child
custody, and other petitions ....... 2,833 2,249 1,827 2,090 1,674
Wage attachment issued .......... 576 396 336 387 200
Continue to pay order ............ 387 287 321 352 403
Commit if fails topay ............ 20 18 22 82 97
Payonarrears ...........ovuiiien 343 151 170 215 260
Credit arrears ..... P 87 109 118 186 116
Pay order or arrears to D.P.A. 10 6 30 149 64
Other dispositions ........co.ien 1,410 1,300 830 719 534
Trial court ...ooo.i et aeieeneaaes 64 43 43 87 85
Petitions disposed of without court
hearing® .......... e eitrereaaas 2,000 2,351 2,959 846 911
Petitions filed
For support of children born out of
wedlock ....... PSP 2,550 1,626 1,109 1,147 1,226
For custody/visitation of children born
outof wedlock .......ovviiiniinnnn, 329 272 219 244 113
Receipts (support order) . ....vvenieiss 52,514,376 | $2,446,643 | $2,133,229 | $2,016,229 | $1,834,104
Amount awarded to D.PL AL L. $ 21,109 S +13914 18- R3651 % 40,305 {$ 55,792

'See page 127 fn. 2.

*{ncrease is due to child support program initiated in 1976,

*Five month figure only.
+Eleven month figure only.
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ADOPTION BRANCH: 1974 TG 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

PETITIONS FILED .......c.oviveiness . 865 866 899 1,002 1,077
Foradoptionn ..........covveunen Ceeereees 514 540 581 672 692
For voluntary relinquishment ..... RN 171 183 156 156 201
For involuntary termination ................ 180 143 162 - 174 184

_REPORTS OF INTENTION TO ADOPT FILED | 267 | 215 | 324 | 283 | 1356

SESSIONS ............ e verr e 107 136 156 124 154
PETITIONS DISPOSED OF ............. 784 891 936 1,008 | 1,098
Adoption ....oiveiieiinn e 465 571 604 604 732
Granted .......ociieiiinn, T 442 561 573 574 705
Individual adoptees ..................: 492 646 657 627 899‘
Dismissed or withdrawn ................. 23 16 31 30 127
Voluntary relinquishment .................. 168 166 156 145 ﬂi91
Decree entered ...o.eovivnininininieney 146 153 147 130 177
Dismissed or withdrawn ............... o 22 13 9 13 14
Involuntary termination +.........ccooivens. 151 148 176 261 175
Decree entered ........ PO Ceeaannas 136 129 148 149 156
Dismissed or withdrawn ...... ereseiaeas : 15 19 28 12 19

PETITIONS FOR ADOPTION GRANTED . 442 561 573 574 705

Adoptees in each petition:

One .......... Cemeanseeas ered e 402 503 513 529 627
TWO tiviiiiiiinrenencenas eertaaaer e, 32 35 43 40 60
Three vvvvvevnsvninenrunsnrsinsssssssnssione 7 20 12 2 13
FOUF OF MOTE ..y ivcverveeanacasaceass Ceees 1 3 5 3 5

Total adoptees ........cc.co.... Veeas 492 646 657 627 809
Males .....0enuns e ee ety 250 331 320 322 425
Females ......iiiviinriinrereesonninrnnas 242 315 337 305 384
WHRILS «vv e e e ete et e e i eeenes 307 | 401 430 | a2 | s07
Non-White ........ PO N 185 245 227 207 302
Born during wedlock .. ..iiiiiiiiiiiniieas 188 308 287 273 347

Bomoutof wedlock ......ooviviniiniinnns R 304 338 376 354 462
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SUPPORT ORDERS, RECEIPTS, AND COLLECTIONS!: 1974 TO 1978

1978 1977 1976 1975 1974

Receipts in payment of

support orders® .......... $27,506,437 | $26,172,635 | $26,252,020 | $24.721,946 | $21,726,297
Juvenile branch:

Direct orders ............ $ 6,110]% 10,057 {% 11,532|% 13,971|% 26,767

Reimburse orders Dept. of

Public Welfare ........ 47,267 67,150 70,451 70,040 72,949

Domestic relations branch .. | 24,938,684 | 23,648,783 | 24,037.805| 22,621,705) 19,792,477
Women's branch .......... 2,514,376 | 2,446,643 2,133,229 2,016,229! 1,834,104
New orders made ......... 5,396 |+ 5,183 4,647 4,417 3,789
Orders vacated .......,.... 5,447 |+ 6,321 5,527 2,108 1,376
Orders suspended ......... 386 |+ 297 353 325 272
Orders reinstated .......... 870 [+ 640 300 126 88
Orders changed ........... 4,552 |+ 3,816 3,875 3,585 3,446
Accounts credited ......... 621 |+ 543 658 721 600
Amounts credited ......... $ 1,598,594 |+$1,160,097 |$ 1,164,879 |$ 1,333,010{3 709,327
Amount awarded to Dept. of

Public Assistance:

Domestic relations

branch ............... $ 71,824 [+$ 257,493 |$ 180,280 1% 154,780 (% 214,426
Women’s branch ........ 21,109 [+ 13,914 8,365 40,305 55,792

Information supplied by Clerk of Quarter Sessions.

*Cents omitted.
+ Eleven months figure only.





