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FOREWORD 

This document ~s published as a guide and ready reference to cer
tain Federal election laws and miscellaneous related acts and regula
tions applicable to candidate~ for Federal office, political committees, 
political parties, and others seeking or attempting to influence the 
results of Federal elections. 

Especially, it is intended to assist and instruct such candidates, 
committees, parties, and others concerning campaign contributions 
and expenditures, financial statements, and other political activities. 

HOWARD W. CANNON, 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Privileges and Elections. 

(III) 
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FEDERAL CORRUPTPRA(~TICES ACT, 1925, 
AS AMEND:lliiD 

[ApproveciFebruary 28, 1925; as amended June 25, 1943; and further amended 
June 20, 1947, June 25, 1948, May 24, 194~\J and October 31, 1951] 

[Public No. 506, 65th Cong., as amended by PublicN 0.89, 78th Cong., and further 
amended by Public Nos. 101 and 772, 80th Cong., Public No. 72, 81st Congo 
and Public No. 248, 82d Cong.] . 

TITLE IIV--FEDERAL CPRRUPT PRACTICES 
ACT,1925 

Sec. 301. CITATION. (February 28, 192!5, ch. 368, 
sec. 301, 43 Stat. 1070; 2 U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 256.) 

SEC. 301. This title may be cited as the "Federal Title. 
Corrupt Practices A.ct, 1925." 

Sec. 302. DEFINITIONS. (February 28, 1925, ch. 368, 
sec. 302, 43 Stat. 1070; 2 U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 241.) 

SEC. 302. WherL used in this chapter [2 U.S.O. §§241-
256) and section 208 of title 18-

(a) The term Helection" includes a general or special 
election,2 bu1" does not include a primary election or con
vention of a political party; 

(b) The term rtcandidate" means an individual whose 
name is presented at an election for election as Senator 
or Representative in, or Delegate or Resident Commis-
sioner to, the Congre;ss of the United States, whethe..r or 
not such individual is elected; 

(c) The term "political committee" includes any com
mittee, association, or organization which accepts con
tributions or makes expenditures for the purpose of 
influencing or attempting to influence the election of 
eandidates 01' presidential and vice presidential electors 
(1) in two or more States, or (2) whether or not in more 
than one State if such committee, association, or organi-
zation (other than a duly organized State or local com-
mittee of a political party) is a branch or subsidiary of a 
national committee, association, or organizationj 

Meaning of 
terms nsed. 
Election. 

CnnOidnte. 

Politicnl coru· 
mittee. 

;( The Federal Corrupt l'rnctices Act wns enacted as title III, sections 301-3180£ HAn Act 
reclassifying the snlnrles of postmnster nnd employees of the l'ostnl 'Service, rendjusting 
their salnries and compensation on an equib1.ble bnsis, increaSing postal rates to provide 
for au\:h rendjustment, nnd for other purposes" (4.3 Stat. 1070-1074). 

Sections 310-313 hnve ~en repealed but have been reenacted nnd codified to appenr 
in titltl 18. United States Code, nnd nre no longer a part of the Corrupt l'ractices ·Act, but 
ure given herewJth to retain the continuity· of the origInal net of 1925. 

2 The words Hand, in the cllSe of a Resident Commissioner from the l'hiUppine Islands, 
nll election bv the l'h1l!.ppine Legislature," were omitted by l'resiilelltinll?roclamation No, 
28·95, as autljori~ed by Act July 4,1946,11 FiR. 7517, 60 Stai;. 1352. 

(1.) 
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Contribution. Cd) The term "contribution" includes a gift, sUbscrip-
tion, loan, advance, or deposit, of money, or anything of 
value, and includes a contract, promise, or agreement, 
whether or nob legally enforceable, to make a contri
bution; 

ExpendIture. (e) The term "expenditure" includes a payment, dis-
tribution, loan, advance, deposit, or gift, of money, or 
anything of value, and includes a contract, promise, or 
agreement, whether or not legally enforceable, to make 
an expenditure; .. 

Person. (f) The term C<person)' includes an individual, partner-
ship, committee, association, corporation, and any other 
organization or group of persons; . 

Clerk. (g) The term ('Clerk" means the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives of the United States; 

Secretary. (h) The term "Secretary" means the Secretary of the 
Senate of the United States; 

State. (i) The term "State" includes Territory and possession 
of th.e United States. 

Political com
mittee. 
Officers 
required. 

Accounts to 
be kept by 
treasurer. 
Receipts. 

Expenditures. 

Sec. 303. CHAIRMAN AND TREASURER OF POLITI
CAL COMMITTEES: DUTIES AS TO CONTRIBUTIONS: 
ACCOUNTS AND RECEIPTS. (February 28, 1925, ch. 
368, sec. 303, 43 Stat. 1071; 2 U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 242), 

SEC. 303. (a) Every political committee shall have a 
chairman and a treasurer. No contribution shall be 
accepted, and no expenditure made, by or on behalf ofa 
pC1litical committee for the purpose of iniluencing an 
election until such chairman and treasurer have been 
chosen. 

(b) It shall be the duty of the treasurer of a rolitical 
committee to keep a detailed and exact account of

(1) All contributions made to or for such committee; 
(2) The name and address'i of every person making any 

sueh contribution, and the date thereof; 
(3) All expenditures made by 01' on benaH of su~h 

committee; and 

NOTE.-Section 591. of.title 18. as enacted by Public Law 712. Eightieth Congress. second 
Session, June 25, 1948. defines, for the purposes of sections 591, 599, 602, 609, and 610 of 
the revised title 18, the terms referred to in paragraphs (a)-(f) and (iJ of section 302. 
Sections 597, 59!!, 602, and 610 of the new title 18 supersede sections 311. 310, 312, and 313 
respectively of the Corrupt Practices Act., See Infra, notations under these sections. The 
act of May 24, 1040 (63 Stat. 90, 139, § 9) nmended section 591 by elimination from the 
defi,nition of "election" the reference to the Resident Commissioner from the Philippines. 
Section 591. as amend ed, Is as follows: 
"Sec. 591, Definitions . 

''When 'Used in sections .597,599,602,609, rrnd 610 of this title-- • 
"The tern~ 'eleotion' inolud~8 rr generrrl or 8peoirrl election, bu.t does not include a prima,'II 

electiol~ or convention of a political party i 
"The term 'calHUdrrte' ti',eanB an indivHlllal whose name is pI'esented for elcotiOl' as Sen

ator or Reprcsenta.tiv6 in, or DeleQate or .Resid.ent Oomn,is8ioner to, the 00ngres8 of the 
Uniteel State8, whether or not 8uch tIIllividual is e.lcctell: 

"The tem' 'political committee' inclulle8 anll committee, aS80oiation, 01' organization 
whioh accepts oontributions or makes expenditUl'e8 fOJ' tlle purpose .of i'llfluencng or at
ten,ptng to influence the electiol~ of caIHlillate8 or p,'e8identirrl anel vice pre8illentiaZ electors 
(1) in two or more State8, or (2) whether or not in more than one State, if 8uch committee 
a880ciation or organization (other than a clulll organized state or locrrl committee of a 
political party) i8 a branch 0" Bubei(liary of a national COII/.ll~ittee, a8sociation, or orga
nization; 

"The term 'contribution' includes a gift, 8ub8cription, loan, arlvance, or aep08it,of money 
or anJ/thing of value, all·d inclurles a contra.ct, promi8e, or agreement to ,nake a cont"ibutiim 
whether 0" not legally enforceable j 

"The term 'expenditure' includes a prryment, distribution, loan, advance, dep08lt, or gift, 
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(4) The name and address of every person to whom 
any such eXIJenditure is made, and the date thereof. 

(c) It shall be the duty of the treasurer to obtain and Receipted b1l1s 
keep a receipted bill, stating the particulars, for every to be kept. 

expenditure by or on behalf of a political committee 
exceeding $10 in amount. The treasurer shall preserve 
all receipted bills and accounts required to be kept by 
this section for a period of at least two years from the 
date of the filing of the statement containing such items. 

Sec. 304. ACCOUNTS OF CONTRIBUTIONS RE
CEIVED. (February 28, 1925, ch. 368, sec. 304, 43 Stat. 
1071; 2 U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 243.) 

SEC. 304. Every person who receives a contribution 
for a political committee shall, on demand of the treas
urer, and in any event within five days after the receipt of 
such contribution, render to the treasurer a detailed 
account thereof, including the name and address of the 
person making such contribution, and the date on which 
received. 

Sec. 305. STATEMENTS BY THE TREASURER FILED 
WITH CLERK OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
(February 28, 1925, ch. 368, sec. 305, 43 Stat. 1071; 
2 U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 244.) 

SEC. 305. (a) The treasurer of a political committee 
shall file with the Clerk between the 1st and 10th days 
of March, June, and September, in each year, and also 
between the 10th and 15th days, and on the 5th day, 
next preceding the date on which a ganeral election is 
to be held, at which candidates are to be elected in two 
or more States, and also on the 1st day of January, a 
statement containing, complete as of the day next pre
ceding the date of filing-

(1) The name and address of each person who has 
made a contribution to or for such committee in one or 
more items of the aggregate amount or value, within 
the calendar year, of $100 or more, together with the 
amount and date of such contribution; 

(2) The total sum of the contributions made to or 
for such committee during the calendar year and not 
stated under paragraph (1) i 

(3) The total sum of all contributions made to or for 
such committee during the calendar year; 

(4) The name and address of each person to whom an 
expenditure in one or more items of the aggregate amount 
or value, within the calendar year, of $10 ·or more has 
been made by or on behalf of such committee, and the 
amount, date, and purpose of such expenditurej 

Contributions 
to be reported 
to the 
treasurer. 

Statements in 
detail to be filed 
wIth the Clerk 
by treasurers. 

FiUng dates. 

Requirements. 

LIst of eon· 
tri bu tors Qf 
$100 or more. 

Total from 
other 
contrIbutors. 

Yearly total of 
all contrI· 
butions. 
LIst of expendi· 
tures, etc., of 
$10 or more. 

of mMBY, or anything ot value, amI includes a contract, promise, or agreement to make an' 
Cltlleucliture, whether or not legally enforceable; 

"The term, 'person' or the term '11]1106Ver' includes an individual, partnership, committee, 
aS80c!at!oll, corporatioll, altd. any other organization or group of persons; 

"The t61'111 'State' incltld'18 Territory and p088e88iol~ of the United. States." 



Total of all 
other 
expenditures. 

Yearly totnl
all expendl· 
tures. 
Statements 
cumulative 
during the 
year. 

4: 

(5) The total sum of .all expenditures made by or on 
behalf of such committee during the calendar year and 
not stated under paragraph (4) ; 

(6) The total sum of expenditures made by or on 
behalf ofsuch committee during the calendar yem;. .. 

(b) Tho statements required to be filed by subdiVISIOn 
(a) shall be cumulative during the calendar year to which 
they relate, but where there has been no change in an 
item reported in a previous statement only the amount 
need be carried forward. . 

Final statement (C) The statement .. filed on the 1st day of January shall Jnnuary 1. 
cover the preceding calendar year. 

Statements by 
individuals 
expending $50 
or more. 

Statements by 
candidates. 

Filing dates. 

Requirements. 

Contributions 
received, 
itemized. 

Expenditures 
made-
itemized. 

Sec. 306. STATEMENTS :BY OTHERS THAN POLITI
CAL COMMITTEE FILED WITH CLERK OF HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. (February 28, 1925, ch. 368, sec. 
306,43 Stat. 1072; 2 U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 245.) 

SEC. 306. Every person (other than a political tlGm
mittee) who makes an expenditure in one or more items, 
other than by contribution to a political. committee, 
aggregating $50 or more within a calendar ~\rear for the 
purpose of influencing in two or more States the election 
of candidates, shall file with the Olerk an itemized 
detailed statement of such expenditure in the same man
ner as required of the treasurer of it political committee 
by section 305. 

Sec. 307. STATEMENTS :BY CANDIDATES FOR SEN
ATOR,· REPRESENTATIVE, DELEGATE, OR RESIllENT 
COMMISSIONER FILED WITH SECRETARY OF SENATE 
AND CLERK OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. (Feb
ruary 28, 1925, ch. 368, sec. 307, 43 Stat. 1072; 2 U.S.C. 
1964 ed., sec. 246.) 

SEC. 307. (a) Every candidate for Senator shall file 
with the Secretary and every candidate for Representa
tive, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner shall file with 
the Clerk not less than ten nor more than fifteen days 
before, and also within thirty days after, the date on 
which· an election is to be held, a statement containing, 
complete as of the day next preceding the date of filing-

(1) A correct and itemized account of each contribu
tion received by him or by any person for him with his 
kn<nyledge ?r consent, fro:r:t any source,in aid or sUPP9rt 
of his candIdacy for electIOn, or for the purpose of ill
fiuencing the result of the election, together with the 
name of the person who has made such contribution; 

(2) A correct and itemized account of each expenditure 
made by him or by any persoll for him with his knowledge 
or consent, in aid or support of his candidacy for election, 
or for the purpose of influencing the result of the election, 
together with the name of the person to whom such ex-
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penditure was made; except that only the total sum of 
expenditures for items specified in subdivision (c) of 
section 309 need be stated; 

(;3) .A. statement of every promise or pledge made by 
him or by any person for him with his consent, prior to 
the closing of the polls on the day of the election, relative 
to the appointment or recommendation for appointment 
of any person to any public or private position or em
ployment for the purpose of procuring support in his 
candidacy, and the name, address, and occupation of 
every person to whom any such promise or pledge has 
been made, together with the description of any such 
position. 1£ no such promise or pledge has been made, 
that fact shall be specifically stated. 

(b) The statements required to be filed by subdivia10n 
(a) shall be cumulative, but where there has been no 
change in an item reported in a previous statement only 
the amount need be carried forward. 

!c) Every candidate shall inclose with his first state
ment a report, based upon the records of the proper 
State official, stating the total number of votes cast for 
all candidates for the office which the candidate seeks, 
at the general election next preceding the election at 
which he is a candidate. 

Sec. 308. STATEMENTS; VERIFICATION; FILING j 
PRESERVATION j INSPECTION. (February 28, 1925, 
ch. 368, sec. 308, 43 Stat. 1072 i 2 U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 
247.) 

SEC. 308. A statement required by this title to be 
filed by a candidate or treasurer of a political committee 
or other person with the Clerk or Secretary, as the case 
may be- . 

(a) Shall be verified by the oath or affirmation of the 
person filing such statement, taken before any officer 
authorized to administer oaths; 

(b) Shall be deemed properly med when deposited in 
an established post office within the prescribed time, 
duly stamped, registered, and directed to the Clerk or 
Secretary at Washington, District of Columbia, but in 
the event it is not received, a duplicate of such statement 
shall be promptly med upon notice by the Clerk or 
Secretary of its nonreceipt i 

(c) Shall be preserved by the Clerk or Secretary for 
a period of two years from the date of filing, shall consti
tute a part of the public records of his office, and shall be 
open to public inspection. 

Sec. 309. LIMITATION UPON AMOUNT OF EXPENDI
TURES BY CANDIDATE. (February 28, 1925, ch. 368, 
sec. 309, 43 Stat. 1073; 2 U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 248.) 

Exception 
(see p. 6). 

Promises or 
pledges of 
appointments. 
etc., to public 
or private 
posItion. 

Statements 
cumulative. 

Exception. 

Report of total 
votes at last 
election to be 
inclOSed. 

Statement 
reqnirements 
generally. 

Verification. 

Transmittal by 
registered mail. 

Duplicates. 

Prenervation 
by Clerk or Sec
retary for in
spection fOl: 2 
yeal:s. 

SEC. 309. (a) A candidate, in his campaign for elec- ;::~:!~t 
t.ion, shall not make expenditures in excess of the amount fi~t1~~~tl!l! 
which he may lawfully make under the laws of the State 

! , 



Amounts. al
lowed (See 
State laws). 

Senators: 
$10,000. 
Representa
tives: $2,500. 

Alternative 
amount based 
on total votes 
at last election. 

Senators: 
$25,000. 
Representa
tives: $5,000. 

Specified per
sonal expen.ses 
not included in 
limit. 

Exception. 

Promising ap
pointment, etc., 
to public Or 
private posi
tion to procure 
support of any 
person, un
lawful. 
Penalty. 
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in which he is a candidate, nor in·excess of the amount 
which he may lawfully make under the provisiollf:\ of 
this title. . 

(b) Unless the laws of his State prescribe a less amount 
as the maximum limit of campaign expenditures, a candi
date may make expenditures up to-

(1) The sum of $10,000 if a candidate for Senator, or 
the sum of $2,500 if a candidate for Representative, 
Delegate,or Resident Commissioner; or 

(2) An amount equal to the amount obtained by multi
plying tlu.'ee cents by the total number of votes cast at 
the last general election for' all candidates for the office 
which the candidate seeks, but in no event exceeding 
$25,000 if a candidate for Senator or $5,000 if a candidate 
for Representative, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner. 

(c) Money expended by a candidate to meet and 
discharge any assessment,' fee, or charge made or levied 
upon candidates by the 1l1ws of the State in which he 
resides, or expended for his necessary personal, trav:eling, 
or subsistence expenses, or for stationery, postage, writ
ing, or printing (other than for use on billboards or 
in newspapers), for distributing letters,. circulars, or 
posters I or for telegraph or telephone service, shall not 
be inclu,ded in determining whether his eA"Penditures 
have exceeded the sum fixed by paragraph (1) or (2) 
of subdivision (b) as the limit of campaign expenses of 
a c~ndidate. 

Sec. [3In;]:i 599. PROMISE OF APPOINTMENT BY 
CANDIDAT1. (Title 18 U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 599, super
seding February 28, 1925, ch. 368, sec. 310, 43 Stat. 1073 
and 2 U.S.C., sec. 249.) 

SEC. 599. Whoever, being a candidate, directly or in
directly promises or pledges the appointment, or the use 
of his infI.uence or support for the appointlllent of any 
person to any public or private position or employment, 
for the purpose. of procuring support in his candidacy 
shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both; and if the violation was 
willful, shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned 
not more than two years, or both. 

CROSS REFERENCE 

For definitions of terms applicable to this section see, supra, 
sec.tion 591 of title 18, United States Code, following section 302 
of the Corrupt Practices Act. 

s Sees. 310-313 were repealed by Public Law 772 June 25, 1948, which act revised, 
codified, and enacted into positive law title 18 of the United States Code, entitled "Crimes 
and Criminal PrOCedure." . , 

See. 599 of title 18 quoted in the text above is a consolidation ot former sec. 310 and 
sec. 314 Qf the Corrupt Practices Act. Changes In arrangement and phraseology were' 
necessary to effect consolidation and the words "or both'" were a.dded to conform to 
the almost universa.l formula of the punishment provisions of title 18. (See 80th Cong., 
1st sess" H. Rept .. No. 304 on R.R. 3190.) 



7 

Sec. [311.] 4 597. EXPENDITURES TO INFLUENCE 
VOTING. (Title 18 US.C., 1964 ed., sec. 597, super
seding February 28,1925, ch. 368, sec. 311, 43 Stat. 1073 
and 2 U.S.C. sec. 250.) 

SEC. 597. Whoever makes or offers to make an ex
penditure to any person, either to vote or withhold his 
vote, or to vote for or against any candidate; and 

Whoever solicits, accepts, or receives any such ex
penditure in consideration of his vote or the withholding 
of his vote-

Shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both j and if the violation was 
willful, shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned 
not more than two years, or both. 

CROSS REFERENCE 

For definitions of terms applicable to tills section see, supra, 
section 591 of title 18, United States Code, following section 302 
of the Corrupt Practices Act. 

Sec. [312.] 5 602. SOLICITATION OF POLITICAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS. (Title 18 U.s.C., 1964 ed., sec. 602, 
superseding February 28, 1925, ch. 368, sec. 312, 43 
Stat. 1073 and 18 U.S.C., secs. 208 and 212.) 

Oll'ering expen
diture, etc., to 
influence a. 
"Vote, unla.wful. 

Soliciting ex
pendIture, etc •• 
also unlawful. 

Penalty. 

., Sees. 310-313 were repealed by PublIc Law 772 June 25. 1948, whIch act revised, 
codified, and enacted into posItIve law title 18 of the United States Code, entitled 
"Crimes and Criminal Procedure." 

See. 597 of title 18 quoted in the text above is a consolidation of former sec. 311 and 
scc. 314 of the Corrupt Practices Act. Reference to persons causing or procuring was 
omitted as unnecessary in vIew of the definition of "prIncipal" in sec. 2 of title 18! "(a) 
Whoever commits an off~nse against the United States, or aids, abets, counsels, com
mands, induces, or procures Its commission, is a principal. (b) Whoever causes an act 
to be done

l 
which if directly performed by bim would be an offense against the United 

States, is a so a principal and punishable as such." 
The punishment provisions of sec. 314 of the CQrrDpt Practices Act were incorporated 

at the end of the. reVised sec. 597 of title 18 upon authority of reference in such section 
making thelll applicable to sec. 311 of the same act. The words "or both" are new, being 
added to sec. 597 to conform to the, almost universal formula of the punishment pro
visions of title 18. (See 80th Cong .• 1st sess., H. Rept. 304 on H.R. 3190.) 

• Spcs. 310-313 were rer.ealed by Public Law 772. June 25, 1948, which act revised. 
codified, and enacted into positive law title 18 of the Uuited States Code, entitled 
"Crimes and Criminal Procedure." 

Sec. 602 Is based on former sees. 208 and 212 of title 18, United States Code 1940 ed., 
and consolidates these sections. Sections 208 and 212 were originally enacted January 
111, 1883, as sections 11 and 15 respectively, of the Civil Service Act, also known as the 
Pendleton Act (22 Stat. 406. 407). 

Sec. 602 has been expanded to embrace all officers or persons acting on behalf of any 
independent agencies or Govel~nment owned or controlled corporations by inserting words 
"or any department or agency thereof," it beIng the purpose of the inserted language 
to :further what appeared unquestionably to be the intent of Congress; namely to coYer 
all persons acting for the U.S. Government in an official :function. 

The punishment provision now contained in sec. 602 was taken :from former sec. 212 
of title 18. United States Code, which, by reference, made the punishment applIcable 
to the crime described in sec. 602. Changes were also made in phraseology. (See 80th 
Cong., 1st sess., H. Rept. No. 304 on H.R. 3190.) 



Congressmen, 
u.s. employeeS, 
etc., sollc1t1ng, 
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SEC. 602. Whoever, being a Sens.tor or Representa
tive in, or Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, or a 
candidate for Congress, or individual elected as, Senator, 
Representative, Delegate, or Resident Commissioner, or 
an officer or employee of the United States or any depart
ment or agency thereof, or a person receiving any salary 
or compensation for services from money derived from 
the Treasury of the United States, directly or indirectly 
solicits, receives, or is in any manner concerned in 
soliciting or receiving, any assessment, subscription, or 
contribution for any political purpose whatever, from 
any other such offieer, employee, or person, shall be 
fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not more than 
three years or both. 

CROSS REFERENCE 

For definitions of terms applicable to this section see, supra, 
section 591 of title 18, United States Code, following section 302 
of the Corrupt Practices Act. 

NOTE.-Section 603 of title 18, 1953 ed., although not n section of the Corrupt Practices 
;eC:dsc~~~fl~~S~rohlbition on the part of persons mentioned in section 602. Section 603 

Seo.603. (A.8 amended, Oot. 31, 191ft, oh. 655, seo.1l0 (b), 65 Stat. 118.)8 
Whoever, in any room or bllilding oC01lpied in the discharge of offlcia~ dutie8 by any 

person mentioned il. 8ection 602 of this title, or any navy yard, fort, or arsenal, SOlicits or 
1'60eives any oontribution of money or other thing of value for any political purp08e, shan 
be fined not lnore than $5,000 or imprisoned 110t mO"e thm. three years of both. 

Sec. [313.] '7 610. POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EX~ENDITURES BY NATIONAL BANKS, CORPORA
TIvNS, AND LABOR ORGANIZATIONS; PENALTY. 
(Title 18, U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 610, superseding Febru
ary 28, 1925, ch, 368, sec. 313, 43 Stat. 1074, as amended 
June 25, 1943, ch. 144, sec. 9, 57 Stat. 107 and further 
amended June 23, 1947, ch. 120, title III, sec. 301, 61 
Stat. 159. Since enactment into positive law on June 25, 
1948, as sec. 610 of title 18 this section has been amended 
May 24, 1949, ch, 139; sec. 10, 63 Stat. 90, and further 
amended October 31, 1951, ch. 655, sec. 20(c), 65. Stat. 
718.) 

61951 .Amendment. Act Oct. 31, 1951, amended section by striking out "from any 
such person" which followed "purpose". 

7 Sec. 313 1s derived from the Tillman Act of January 26, 1907, ch. 420, 34 Stat. 864, 
being sec. 83 of the Penal Code of March 4, 1909, 35 Stat. 1103, Prohibiting. corporations 
from making money contributions In connection with political elections. Sec. 313 of 
the Corrupt Practices Act, as amended, was repealed by Public Law 772, ;rune 25. 1948, 
but was reenacted without change and codified into pO/lltive law as sec. 610 of title 18 
of the United States Code entitled "Crimes and Criminal Procedure." (See gOth Cong., 
2d sess., S. Rept. 1620 on H.R.3190.) 

This section passed February 28, 1925, as section 313 of title ill of "An Act reclassify
ing the salaries of the postal sen'ice, etc." (43 Stat. 1053, 1070-1074; ch, 368, sec. 313 
[H.R. 11444]. l;'ubllc Law No. 506). The War Labor Disputes Act. known also as the 
Smith·Connally Anti-Strike Act, made the ·orlginal section applicable to contributions 
by labor organizations and added the last sentence (57 Stat. 167, June 25, 1943; ch. 144, 
sec. 9 [So 796], Public Law No. 89, being U.S.C., title 50, App. sec. 1509). That amend· 
ment was temporary, however, and expired at the end of 6 months following the termi
nation of hostilities of World War II which was proclaimed at 12 o'clock noon of Pe-
cember 31, 1946. by Proclamation No. 2714. . 

The section was further amended and Il1ll.de permanent legislation in the form given 
above in the text by the Labor-llfanagement Relations Act, 1947. This act extends the 
prohibition against contributions, both in the case of co~porations and labor unions 
to include expenditures as well as contributions, and includes primary elections anel 
political conventions within the prohibitions (61 Stat. 159, June 23, 1947; ch. 120, title 
III, sec. 304 [H.R. 3020], Public Law No. 101). 

Act of May 24, 1949, a technical amendment, amended catchllnc of section 610 by 
inserting after the word "contributions" the words "or expenditures" (63 Stat. 90). 

Act of Oct. 31, 1951, amended second paragraph by inserting nfter "labor organiza
tion as the case Il1ll.y be," the words "aud any person who accepts or receives any con
tribution." and by adding the additional punishment provisions: "and if the violation 
was willful, shall be tined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than two 
years, or both" (65 stat. 718). 

\ 
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SEC. 610. It is unlawful for any nl1tional bank, or any 
corporation organized by authority of any law of Con
gress, to make a contribution or expenditure in connection 
with any election to u,ny political office, or in connection 
with any primary election or political convention or 
caucus held to select candidates for any political office, 
or for any corporation whatever, or any labor organiza
tion to make a contribution or expenditure in connection 
with any election at which Presidential and Vice Presi
dential electors or a Senator or Representative in, or a 
Delegate or Resident Commissioner to Congress are to 
be voted for, or in connection with any primary election 
or political convention or caucus held to select candidates 
for any of the foregoing offices, or for any candidate, 
political committee, or other person to accept or receive 
any contribution prohibited by this section. Every cor
poration or labor organization which makes any contribu
tion or expenditure in violation of this section shall be 
fined not more than $5,000; and every officer or director 
of any corporation, or officer of any labor organization, 
who consents to any contribution or expenditure by the 
corporation or labor organization, as the case may be, 
and any person who accepts or receives any contribution, 
in violation of this section, shall be fined not more than 
$1,000 or imprisoned not more than one year, or both; 
and if the violation was willful, shall be fined not more 
than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than two years, or 
both. For the purposes of this section "labor organiza
tion" means any organization of any kind, or any agency 
or employee representation committee or plan, in which 
employees participate and which exists for the purpose, 
in whole or in part, of dealing with employers concerning 
grievances, labor disputes, wages, rates of pay, hours of 
employment, or conditions of work. 

CROSS REFERENCE 

For definitions of terms applicable to this section, see, supra, 
section 591 of title 18, United States Code, following section 302 
of the Corrupt Practices Act. 

Sec. 314. GENERAL PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS. 
(February 28, 1925, ch. 368, sec. 314, 43 Stat. 1074; 
2 U.S.C., 1964--ed., sec. 252.) 

SEC. 314. (a) Any person who violates any of the 
foregoing pro,Jisions of this title, except those for which 
a specific penalty is imposed by sections 312 and 313, 
shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both. 

ContrIbutions 
or expenditures 
by national 
banks or feder
ally organized 
corporations, 
unlawful. 

Contrlbutions 
or expenditures 
by any corpo
ration or labor 
organization, 
un.1awful. 

Includes pri
mary or con
vention. 

Penalty for 
Ylolation of 
sec. 610. 

Punishment 
for violation. 

Labor 
organization. 

Punishment 
for violations 
Dot specifically 
covered. 



Punishment for 
willful viola
tions. 

Legal· expenses 
for contests 
not uffected. 

State laws, 
unless inc on- . 
sistent, not 
affected. 

Invalidity of 
any prOvision 
not to affect 
remainder of 
act. 

Laws repealed. 

36 stat. 822. 

37 Stat. 25, 
360. 

ii
Ii 
\\ 

\to 
(b) Any person whowillfuJJ.y viola.tes any of the fore:

going provisions. of this title, oxcept those forw:hich a 
specific penalty is imposed by sections 312 and 313, 
shall be fined no;? more than $10,000 and imprisoned 
not lIlore than two years. . 

Sec. 315. EXPEN'SESOF ELECTION'· CONTESTS. 
(February 28, 1925, ch. 368, sec, 315, 43 Stat. 1074j 
2 U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 253.) . . 

. SEC. 315. This title shall not limit or affect the right 
of any person to makeeipenditures for proper legal 
expenses in con.~esting the results oIan election. . 

Sec. 316. STATE LAWS NOTAFFEOTED. (February 
28, 1925, ch, 368, sec .. 316,43 Stat. 1074j2 U.S.C.,1964 
ed., sec. 254;) 0 

':"'. ~ \." --..::::.,~' 

SEC. 316. This title shall not be construed to annul 
the laws of any State relating to the nomination or .elec
tion of candidates, unless directly inconsistent with the 
provisions of this title, or to exempt any candidate from 
complying with such State laws, (J . 

Sec. 317. pARTIAL INVALIDITY. (February 28, 1925, 
ch. 368J sec. 317J 43 Stat. 1014; 2 U.S.C., 1964 ed., 
sec. 255.) 

SEC. 317. If any provision of this title or the applica
tion thereof to any person or circumstance is held in
valid, the validity of the remainder of the Act and of 
the application of such. provisions to other persons and 
circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

Sec. 318. REPEALING CLAUSES. (February 28, 1925, 
ch. 368, sec. 318, 43 Stat. 1074.) 

SEC. 318.The following Acts and parts· of A/cts .are 
hereby repealed: The Act entitled "An Act providing . 
for publicity of contributions made for the pu;rpose of 
influencing elecbiotl<: atwhich Representatives in Con
gre~s ar~ elected/' approved June 25, 1910 (chapter 392, 
Thirty-siXth- Statutes, page 822) and the Acts amenda
tory thereof, approved August 19, 1\H1 (chapter 33, 
Thirty-seventh Statutes, page 25),and August 23, 1912 
(chapter 349, Thirty..:seventh Statutes, page 360); the 
Act entitled "An Act to prevent corrupt practices in the 
election of Senators, Representatives, or Delegates ill 
Congress," approved October 16, 1918 (chapter 187, 
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Fortieth Statutes, page 1013); and section 83 of the 40 Stat. 1013. 

Oriminal Oode of the United States, approved March 4, 35 Stat. 1088. 
1909 (chapter 321, Thirty-fifth Statutes, page 1088), 1103. 

Sec. 319. EFFECTIVE DATE. (February 28, 1925, ch. 
368, sec. 319, 43 Stat. 1074.) 

SEC. 319. This title shall take effect thirty days after Elfective date. 
its enactment. ' 

Approved, February 28, 1925. 

96-034 0-68-2 
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TABLE l,-CHRONOLOGY OF THE FEDERAL CORRUPT PRACTICES ACT SHOWING DATE OF ENACTMENT, AMENDMENTS, CODIFICATION, AND DISPOSITION OF EACH SECTION IN THE UNITED 
STATES CODE! 

Date of cnact· United States Statutes at Large citation 
ment, amend· Former United States 

Code citation 
Unl'ed States Code, 

1958 edition 

Disposition of section on June 28, 1948, 
upon revision and enactment into positive 
law title 18, United States Code, entitled 

"Crimes and Criminal Procedure" 

Sections 
ment, or cadi· Chapter Section Volume Page 

ficalion 

Sec.30L •••• _ •••.••••••• _ •••• _._ ••••• Feb, 28,1925 368 301 
Sec. 302 .•• """""" _ •••• , •••.•.••• • ••• do ••••••• 368 302 
Sec. 303 ............. _ •••••..••••••.••••• _do ••••• 368 303 
Sec. 304 .••••••• _ ..•••••.•••••••.•.••••••• do ••••• _. 368 304 
Sec.305 ••• _._ •.••••••.•..•.• _ ••• __ • ___ .•• do •••• _ .. 368 305 
Sec. 306 ......... _._. __ .... _ ••••. _ ....... _do ....... 368 306 
Sec. 307_ ••••....••••.••• _ •• _ •••.••• ___ ••• do •.••••• 368 307 
Sec. 308 •••••••••• _ •.•• _ •.•••• , ....... __ •. do •• _ •• __ 368 308 
Sec. 309 ••• _. __ •• __ ._. __ .••• _ ••••••••••.•• do •.•• _ •• 368 309 
Sec. 310._._ ••••• __ • __ ._ ••••.. _. __ • ___ ._ •• do._ ••••• 368 310 

Repealed but reenacted and codified 
in title 18, United States Code. 

June 25,1948 645 1,21 

Sec. 311 •. _ .•• _ •• _ ••• _ ••••••.• _._ ••• _. Feb. 28,1925 368 311 
Repealed but reenacted and codified June 25,1948 645 1,21 

in title 18, United States Code. 

Sec. 312 2. __ •• __ ._ ••• _ •• __________ • ___ Feb. 28,1925 368 312 

Repealed but reenactecl and codified 
in title 18, United States Code. 

June 25,1948 645 1,21 

Sec.313 ..... _ .......... __ ._. _______ ._ Feb. 28,1925 368 313 

Amended (temporary) _____ • __ ••• __ June 25,1943 144 9 

Amended •• __ ••• _. __ •• __ • _____ • __ • June 23,1947 120 304 

Repealed but reenacted and codified 
in title 18, United States Code. 

June 25,1948 645 1,21 

Amended ____ ••••••••• _ •••• __ •• -_. May 24,1949 139 10 00 ____ •.•• ______ • ___ • ______ • Oct. 31,1951 655 20(c) 

43 
43 
43 
43 
43 
43 
43 
43 
43 
43 

62 

43 
62 

43 

62 

43 

57 

61 

62 

63 
65 

Title 2, sec. 256 ••• _ ••• ___ .. _ •• Title 2, sec. 256 •• _ •• 
Title 2, sec. 241.._ .•.•• _ ...... Title 2, sec. 241._ ••. 
TiUe 2, sec. 242 ••••••••. __ .••. Title 2, sec. 242_ '" 
Title 2, sec. 243 .. _ ............ Title 2, sec. 243 ••••• 
Title 2, sec. 244 ...... __ ••.•••• Title 2, sec. 244 ••••• 
Title 2, sec. 245 .••••••••••••• _ Title c, sec. 245_ •••• 
Title 2, sec. 246_ .............. Title 2, sec. 246 __ ••• 
Title 2, ~ec. 247 __ ••••.•• __ .... Title 2, sec. 247 •... _ 

1070 
1070 
1071 
1071 
1071 
IOn 
1072 
1072 
1073 
1073 

Title 2, sec. 248 ••••••••••• __ •• Title 2, sec.248 ••••• 
Tille 2, sec. 249 ................................... Repealed but revised! codified and, reen· 

, acted into positive aw as 18 U.S.C. 599 

721 .......................................... _ ...... __ 
(new). 

[sec. ~69J .............................. Title 18, sec. 599 ... . 
1073 Title 2, sec. 250 ................................... Repealed but revised

l 
codified, and reen· 

721 .................................................. acted into posiUve aw as 18 \;.S.C. 597 
[sec.597} (new). 

865 ............................. ~ Title 18, sec. 597. ••• 
1073 Title 18, sec. 208 ..................... _ ••••••••.•..• Repealed but revised! codified, and reen· 

acted into positive aw as 18 U.S.C. 602 

722 .......... _ .............. _ ............... _ •••••••• 
(new). 

(sec. 6~lJ ...... :. ____ ................ __ Title 18, sec. 602.. •.• 
1074 Title 2. sec. 251. ................. __ ............... Repealed but revised, codified, and reen· 

acted Into positive law as 18 U.S.C. 610 

167 TIUe 2, sec. 251 and title 50 
appendix, sec. 1509. 

__ .................. ~ew). 
ill' 

159 Tille 2, sec. 251 and Utle 50 
appendix, sec. 1509. 

723 ............... __ ................................ . 
(sec. 6101 

865 •••••••• _ ..................... Title 18, sec. 610 ... . 
90 ................................... do .......... __ • 

718 ........ __ ••••• __ • __ ............... do •.••• __ •••• _ 



Sec. 314 __________________________ • ___ Feb. 28,1925 
Affected ______ .-- _________________ June 28,1948 368 

645 
314 

1 
43 
62 

1074 
721,723 

Tille 2, sec. 252 _______________ Title 2, sec. 252.. __ _ 
Title 2, sec.252; title 18, secs. ____________________ I'lo change. The punishment provisIons re-

597, 599,609. mained in 2 U.S.C. 252 but were also in
corporated in 18 U.S.C. 597 (new), 599 
(new), 609 (new). sec. 315 ______________________________ feb. 28,1925 368 315 43 1074 Title 2, sec. 253 _______________ Title 2, sec. 253 ____ _ 

ec.316 ___________________________________ do_______ 368 316 43 1074 Tille 2, sec. 254 _____________________________ .. ___ _ 
ec. 317 ___________________________________ do_______ 368 317 43 1074 Tille 2, sec. 255 ________________ • ____ ... __________ _ 

~ec. 31B ___________________________________ do_...... 368 313 43 1074 Repealing clauses; not codified __ .... _ •.•• __ ._ ... __ .. 
C"ec.319 __ • __________ .. ____________________ do __ .____ 368 319 43 1074 Effective oate; not codlfied _____________ • __________ _ 

;------------------------------------------------~---------------------------------------------------------------------------
1 The Federal Corrupt Practices Act of Feb. 28, 1925, was enacted as title I!I, secs. 301-319, of • Sec. 312 as enacted on Feb. 28, 1925, was an amendment only to original sec. 11 of the Civil 

ch. 368, 43 5tall070.:1074, "An Act reclassifying the salaries of postmasters and employees of the Service Act, also called the Pendleton Act, enacted during the 2d sess. of the 47th Cong., effective 
postal service, readjusting their salaries and compensation on an equitable basis, increasing postal Jan. 18,1883, formerly codified as sec. 118 of the Criminal Code of Mar. 4, 1909,35 Stat. 1110. 
rates to provide for suclt readjustmen~ and for other purposes." 
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AN ACT TO PREVENT PERNICIOUS POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES, 1939, AS AMENDED 

or 

HATCH POLITICAL ACTIVITIES ACT, 1939, AS 
AMENDED 

[Public Law No. 252, 76th Cong., August 2,1939, ch. 410, sec. 1-11, 53 Stat. 1157; 
as amended by Public Law No. 753, 76th Cong., July 19, 1940, ch. 640, sec. 1-6, 
54 Stat. 767; {and further amended by Public Law No. 507, 77th Cong., March 
27, 1942, ch. 199, title VII, seo. 701, 56 Stat. 181, which expired March 31, 1947, 
under provisions of Publio Law No. 475, 79th Cong., June 29, 1946, ch. 526, 
60 Stat. 345, Public Law No. 754, 77th Con& . ..1 October 24,1942, ch. 620, 56 Stat. 
986; and further amended by Publio Law .No. 277, 78th Cong., April I, 1944, 
ch. 150, title V, sec. 501, 58 Stat. 148-149, as amended by Public Law No. 418, 
78th Cong., August 21, 1944, ch. 404, 58 Stat. 727, which expired December 
31, 1946, by Proclamation of the President No. 2714) j Public Law No. 684., 
79th Cong., August 8, 1946, ch. 904, 60 Stat. 937; also cited as United States 
Code, 1946, title 18, sec. 61-61x, certain provisions of sec. 61h expiring March 31, 
194.7, under provisions of Public Law No. 475, 77th Cong., June 29, 1946, 
ch. 526, 60 Stat. 345, and sees. 61v, 61w, 61s: expiring December 31, 1946, by 
Proclamation of the President No. 2714, as amended by Public Law No. 772, 
80th Cong., 2d sess., June 25, 1948; as amended by Public Law 732, 8lst Con g.; 
as amended by Public Law 330, 84th Cong.; as amended by Public Law 753, 
87th Cong.; as amended by Public Law 554, 89th Cong.]. 
For dispOSition of the various sections of the Hatch Political Activities Act by 

Public Law 772 (H.R. 3190), 80th Cong., 2d sess., June 25, 1948, Bee table on 
page 12. 

Sec. [1] 8 594. INTIMIDATION AND COERCION OF 
VOTERS IN ELECTIONS OF CERTAIN OFFICERS. 
(Title 18, U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 594, as enacted by 
Public Law 772, 80th Cong., 2d sess., superseding sees. 
1 and 8 of the Act of August 2, 1939, ch. 410, 53 Stat. 
1147,1148, and formerly 18 U.S.C., secs. 61 and 61g.) 

SEC. 594. Whoever intimidates, threatens, coerces, or 
attempts to intimidate, threaten, or coerce, any other 
person for the purpose of interfering with the right of 

Elections of 
Federal om
eialSr including 
Pres dential 
electors. 

• Former sees. 1-8, 10-11, 13, 17, and 20 of the HatCh Act were' repealed by Public Law 
772, 80th Cong., 2d sess., June 25. 1948, which act revised, codlfied~ and enacted into ])Qsi. 
tlve law title 18 of the United States Code, entitled "Crimes ana Criminal Procedure." 
Sees. 10, Ii, and 17 were omitted from the revised title 18 for reasons stated in the notes 
here under the particular section. Sees. 9, 12, 15-16, 18 and 21 of the Hatch Act have 
been transferred to title 5, Executive Departmentl United States Code, where they appear as 
sees. 118 i to n inclusive. Sec. !JA was repealed out reenncted in substance by Public Law 
330, 84th Cong., 1st sess., August 9, 1!J5ii. Sec. 14 appears as sec. 118k-3 in ii U.S. Code 
1!J58 ed. 

Sec. 594 of title 18 quoted in the text above is based on former sees. 1 and S (former 
sees. 61 and GIg of title 18, U.S.C.) and consolidates these sections with changes in phrase
ologyonly. (See 80th Cong., 1st sess., H, Rept. No. 304 on H.R. 3190.) 

(15) 

'I 
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such other person to vote or to vote as he may choose, 
or of causing such other person to vote for, or not to vote 
for, any cap.didate for the office of President, Vice Presi
dent, Presldential elector, Member of the Senate, or 
Member of the House of Representatives, Delegates or 
Oommissioners from the Territories and Possessions, at 
any election held solely or in part for the purpose of 
electing such candidate, shall be fined not more than 
$1,000 or imprisoned not more than one year, or both. 

Sec. [2.] 9 595. ADMINISTRATIVE EMPLOYEES OF 
UNITED STATES OR ANY STATE, USE OF OFFICIAL 
AUTHORITY TO INFLUENCE ELECTIONS. (Title 18, 
U.S.O., 1964 ed., sec. 595, as enacted by Public Law 772, 
80th Cong., 2d sess., superseding sees. 2 and 8 and in
corporating the provisions of secs. 14, 19, and 21 of the 
Act of August 2, 1939, ch. 410, 53 Stat. 1147, 1148, as 
amended by the Act of July 19, 1940, ch. 640, 54 Stat. 
767; and further amended by the Act of October 24, 1942, 
ch. 620, 56 Stat. 986 and formerly 18 U.S.C., secs. 61a, 
61g, 6In, 61s, and BIu.) 

SEC. 595. Whoever, being a person employed in any 
administrative position by the United States, or by any 
department or agency thereof, or by the District of 
Columbia or any agency or instrumentality thereof, or 
by any State, Territory, or- Possession of the United 
States, 01' any political subdivision, municipality, or 
agency thereof, or agency of such political subdivision 
o~ municipality (includiIlg any corporation owned or 
controlled by any State, Territory, or Possession of the 
United States or by any such political subdivision, mu
nicipality, or agency), in connection with any activity 
which is financed in whole or in part by loans or grants 
made by the United States, or any department or agency 
thereof, uses his official authorit.y for the purpose of 
interfering with, or affecting, t.henomination or the 
election of any candidate for t.he office of President, Vice 
President., Presidential elector, Member of the Senate, 
Member of the House of Representatives, or Delegate 

D See, r.Or. quoted in the text above consolidates former sees. 2 and S and !ncorporate~ 
seN'. 14, 19 and 21 of the lIotcb A~t. Words "or llgency therE'of" and words "or any de
partment 01' agency therE'of" were inserted to remove any possible ambiguity as to s('oPt' 
of the new section, Definitions of th", tE-rms "Oi.'PIll:tment" and "agency" are now found in 
SN'. (l oJ; titl!'! lB, the term "agency" inclucl!ng uny departlUl'nt, independent E'stablishment, 
(,ODlmission, administration, authorit~·, board, or burenu of the United State!! or auy cor
poration in wlJieh the United States hus a proprietary interest unless the ccnte,,:t showg 
thnt sueh term wus intended to be used in a more JimitNl sense. 

Words "or by the District of Columbia or any ngency or instrnmentality thl"reof" werl' 
ins('rtl'd npon authority of sec. 14 of the lIateh Act w11i('11 provides that for thl' pnrpos(,R 
of tbis seetioll "p£'l'sons employed in the government of the District of Columbill shuH Ill' 
del'med to bl' employed in the {!xecutive bran('h of thl' Government of tIl(' United States," 

After "State" the words "Territory or posseSSion of the United States" were inserted 
in two plaees upon anthorlty of see, 19 of the Hatch Act which defines "Statp," fiS nspd 
in this section, ns "nll~' State, TerrItory, or possession of the United States." The punish
ment provision now found in see. 59:; was derivl'd from former sec. 8 of tIle Hatch Act, 
Which by reference made the punishment ajlplicable. 

The seeond llo.ro.grapl! of sec. 595 incorporates the provisions of sec. 21 of the lIatel! 
Act. 

Changes were mnde in phraseology. (See 80th Cong., 1st sess., H. Rept. No. 304 on 
H.R. 3100.) 
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or Resident Commissioner from any Territory or Posses
sion, shall be fined not "more than $1,000 or imprisoned 
not mOre than one year, or both. 

This section shall not prohibit or make unlawful any 
act by any officer or emr>loyee of any educational or 
research institution, establishment, agency, or system 
which is supported in whole or in part by any state or 
political subdivision thereof, or by the District of Colum
bia or by any Territory or Possession of the United 
States: or by any recognized religious, philanthropic, or 
cultural organization. 

Sec. [3] 10 600. POLITICAL ACTIVITY; PROMISE OF 
EMPLOYMENT, COl'tIPENSATION OR OTHER BENEFIT. 
(Title 18, U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 600, as enacted by Public 
Law 772, 80th Cong., 2d sess., superseding sees. 3 and 8, 
of the Act of August 2, 1939, ch. 410, 53 Stat. 1147, 1148, 
and formerly 18 U.S.C., sees. 61b and 61g.) 

SEC. 600. Whoever, directly or indirer.tly, promises any 
employment, position, work, compensation, or other 
benefit, provided for or made possible in whole or in part 
by any Act of Congress, to any person as consideration, 
ravor, or reward for any political activity or for the sup
port of or opposition to any candidate or any political 
party in any election, shall be fined not more than $1,000 
or imprisoned not more than one year, or both. 

Sec. [4] 11 601. SAME; DEPRIVATION OF EMPLOY
MENT, COMPENSATION OR OTHER BENEFIT. (Title 
18 U.S.C. 1964 ed., sec. 601, as enacted by Public Law 
772, 80th Cong., 2d sess., superseding secs. 4 and 8, of 
the Act of August 2, 1939, ch. 410, 53 Stat. 1147, 1148, 
and formerly 18 U.S.C., sees. 61c and 61g.) 

SEC. 601. Whoever, except as required by law, directly 
or indirectly, deprives, attempts to deprive, or threatens 
to deprive any person of any employment, position, 
work, compensation, or other benefit provided for or 
made possible by any Act of Congress appropriating 
funds for work relief or relief purposes, on account of 
race, creed, color, or any political activity, support of, 
or opposition to any candidate or any political party in 
any election, shall be fined not more than $1,000 or 
imprisonment not more than one year, or both. 

Penalty. 

Employees of 
educational 
and research 
institutions, 
etc. 

Promise of 
benefit of any 
person as re
ward for sup
port of or 
opposition to n. 
candidate or 
poUtical party 
unlawful. 

Penalty. 

Discrimination 
in work relief, 
etc., on account 
of race, creed, 
etc., unlawful. 

Penalty. 

'0 Sec. 600 quoted in the text above Is based on and consolidtlt~s former sees. Sand S 
of tb, Hatch Act. r.Unor changes were made in phraseology. (See 80th Con g., 1st sess., 
II. Rept. No. 304 on H.R. 3190.) . 

u Sec. 601 quoted: In the text above is based on and consolidates fOJ:mer sees. 4 and 8 
of the Hateh Act. The words "except as required by law" were used as sufficient to cover 
the reference to the exception made to the proviSions of subsec. (b), sec. 9 of the Hatch 
Act which el;vreasly llrescrlbes the circumstances under whlcL a person may be Ill-wfu1ly 
deprived of hi~ employment and compensation therefor. Changes were made in vhraseology, 
(See 80th Con5., 1st sess., H. Rept. No. 304 on H.R. 3190.) 



Contributions, 
etc., for 
politicul 
purposes from 
persons receIv
ing work relief 
or rpllef benefit 
unluwful. 

Penalty. 

Disclosure of 
IIsts or numes 
of persons on 
r .. Uef for politi
cuI purposes 
unluwful. 

Receipt of list 
unluwful. 

Penulty. 
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Sec. [5] 12 604. ASSESSMENTS; CONTRIBUTIONS j 
SOLICITATION FROM BENEFIT RECIPIENTS. (TWe 
18, U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 604, as enacted by Public Law 
772, .80th Cong., 2d sess., superseding sees. 5 and 8, of 
the Act of August 2, 1939, eh. 410, 53 Stat. 1148, and 
formerly 18 U.S.C., sees. 61d and 61g.) 

SEC. 604. Whoever solicits or receives or is in any 
manner concerned in I:loliciting or receiving any assess
ment, subscription, or contribution for any politieal 
purpose from any person known by him to be entitled to, 
or receiving compensation, employment, or other benefit 
provided for or made possible by any Act of Congress 
appropriating funds for work relief or relief purposes, 
shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both. 

Sec. [6.] 13 605. LIST OF BENEFIT RECIPIENTSj 
FURNISHING. (Title 18, U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 605, as 
enacted by Public Law 772, 80th Gong., 2d sess., super
seding sees. 6 and 8, of the Act of August 2, 1939, eh. 
410, 53 Stat. 1148 and formerly 18 U.S.O., sees. 61e and 
61g.) 

SEC. 605. Whoever, for political purposes, furnishes or 
discloses any list or names of persons receiving com
pensation, employment or benefits provided for or made 
possible by any Act of Oongress appropriating, or au
thorizing the appropriation of funds for work relief or 
relief purposes, to a political candidate, committee, 
campaign manager, or to any person for delivery to a 
political candidate, comruittee, or campaign manager; 
and 

Whoever receives any such list or names for political 
purposes-

Shall be fined not more than $1)000 or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both. 

Sec. [7.] 1<1 598, APPROPRIATIONS, OFFICIAL AU
THORITY i USE IN COERCING VOTERS. (Title 18, 
U.S.O.; 1964 ed., sec. 598, as enacted by Public Law 772, 
80th Oong., 2d sess., superseding sees. 7 and 8, of the A{~t 
of August 2, 1939, eh. 410, 53 Stat. 1148 and formerly 
18 U.S.O., sees. 61£ and 61g.) 

"" Sec. 604 quoted in the text ubove is bused on und consolldutes former secs. 5 und 8 
of the Hutch Act. Minor ehunges were mude in phruseology. (See 80th Cong., 1st sess., 
H. R~pt. No. 304 on R.R. 3100.) 

" Sec. 605 quoted in the text ubove is based on and cpnsoHdutes former sees. 6 and 8 of 
the Hutch .'\ct. Reference to persons uldlng or usslsting, contained in words "or to nid or 
assist In fut'l1lshlng or disclosing" was omitted as unnecessary us such persons ure mude 
principals by sec. 2 of title 18 : "(u) Whoever commits un offense uguinst the United Stutes, 
or aids, ubets, counsels, commnnds, induces, or procures its commission is u princlpul. (b) 
Whoever cuuses un uct to be done, whieb if directly performed by him would be un offense 
agulnst the United States, Is also a principul and punishuble a8 such." Chunges were made 
in phraseology. (See 80th Cong., 1st sess., H. Rept. No. 304 on H.R. 3100.) 

"Sec. 508 quoted in the text ubove is bused on und consolidutes forIner secs. 7 and 8 of 
the Hatch Act with chunges of phruseology n~cessury to effect the consolldutlon. TIle 
punishment provision wus derived from former sec. 8 of the Hutch Act which, by reference, 
was mude uppUcuble to this section. (See 80th Cong., 1st sess., H. Rept. No. 304 OD H.R. 
3190.) 
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SEC. 598. Whoever uses any part of any appropriation 
made by Congress for work relief, relief, or for increasing 
employment by providing loans and grants for public
works projects, or exercises or administers any authority 
conferred by any Appropriation Act for the purpose of 
interfering with, restraining, or coercing any individual 
in the exercise of his right to vote at any election, shall 
be fined not more thar $1,000 or imprisoned not more 
tlian one year, or both. 

Sec. [8.] 16 594, 595, 598, 600, 601, 604, 605. PEN· 
ALTIES. (Sec. 8, of the Act of August 2, 1939, ch.41O, 
53 Stat. 1148 formerly 18 U.S.C., sec. 61g was repealed 
by Public Law 772, 80th Cong., 2d sess., but was re
enacted and consolidated with former sections 1-7 of the 
Act of August 2, 1939, as title 18, U.S.O., 1964 ed., sees. 
595, 598, 600, 601, 604, and 605.) 

(Secs. 9, 14, 15, 21)16 5 U.S.C. (1966), § 7324. INFLU
ENCING ELECTIONS j TAKING PART IN POLITICAL 
CAMPAIGNSj PROHIBITIONS; EXCEPTIONS. (August 
2, 1939, ch. 410, sec. 9, 53 Stat. 1148, 1149; as amended 
.Tuly 19, 1940, ch. 640, sec. 2, 54 Stat. 767; and further 
amended March 27, 1942, ch. 199, title VII, sec. 701, 56 
Stat. 176, 181; June 29,1946, ch. 526, sec. 1,60 Stat. 345; 
August 8, 1946, ch. 904, 60 Stat. 937; March 31, 1947, 
ch. 29, sec. 3, 61 Stat. 34; July 15, 1947, ch. 248, sec. 3, 
61 Stat. 321, 322; August 25, 1950, ch. 784, sec. 1, 64 
Stat. 475; 5 U.S.O. 1964 ed., sec. 118i; September 6, 1966, 
Public Law 89-554, 80 Stat. 525, contained in recodifica
tion of title 5, United States Oode, 5 U.S.O., sec. 7324.) 

(a) An employee in an Executive agency or an indi
vidual employed by the government of the District of 
Oolumbia may not-

Relief, etc., 
funds, provid
ing loans for 
public works 
projects, use to 
coerce or re
strain voters 
unlawful. 

Penalty. 

"For disposition of sec. 8 see secs. [1] 594, [2] 595, [3] 600, [4] 601, [5] 604, [6] 
605. and [7] 598. 

Sec. 8 of the Hatch Act. providing a penalty for violation of secs. 1 through 7 was 
repealed by Public Law 772 80th Cong .. 2d sess., but was reenacted as a penalty pro· 
vision in title 18. U.S.C. 1958 ed., secs. 594A 595. 598, 600, 601, 604, and 605. (See 80th 
Cong., 1st sess., H. Rept. No. 304 on H.R. 319u.) 

16 Sec. 9 was enacted August 2 1939, and formerly appeared as sec. 61h of title 18 
U.S. Code, 1940 ed., but was: exclUded from title 18 and recommended for transfer to 
title 5 upon the reviSion and codification of title 18 by Public Law 772 (H.R. 3190) 
80th Cong., 2d sess .. June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 683. Sec. 9 formerly appeared as sec. 
118i in title 5, U.S. Code, 1958 ed. 

Sec. 14 of the Hatch Act providing that District of Columbia employees be included 
within the provisions of the act was added July 19, 1940, and formerly appeared as sec. 
61n of title 18, U.S. Code in both 1940 and 1946 eds. Sec. 14 was excluded from title 18 
and left dangling without recommendation for transfer to title 5 upon the revision and 
codification of that title by Public Law 772 (H.R. 3190), 80th- Cong., 2d sess., June 25 
1948, ch. 645. 62 Stat. 683. Sec. 14 was omitted from the 1952 ed. of the U.S. Code and 
formerly appeared as SeC. 118k-3 of U.S. Code, 1958 cd., title 5. 

Sec. 15 was added July 19, 1940, and formerly apPeared as sec. 610 of title 18, U.S. Code, 
1040 ed., but was excluded from title 18 and recommended for transfer to title 5 upon 
the reviSion and codification {)! title 18 by Public Law 772 (H.R. 31110), 80th Cong., 
2d sess .. June 25, 1948. ch. 645, 62 Stat. 683. Sec. 15 formerly appeared as sec. 1181 in title 
5, U.S. Code, 1058 ed. 

Sec. 21 was added October 24, 1942, and formerly appeared as aec. 61u of title 18, U.S. 
Code, 11140 ed., Supp. V (1941-1946), but was excluded from title 18 and left dangllug 
without recommendation for transfer to title 5 upon the revision and codification of 
title 18 by PubliC Law 772 (H.R. 3190), 80th Cong., 2d sess., June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 
Stat. 683. Sec. 21 formerly appeared as sec. l1Sk-1 in title 5, U.S. Code 1958 ed. 

In the reviSion of title 18 on June 25, 1948, upon authority of sec. 21 the second para
graph of sec. 595 (new~ was Inserted. (See note to aec. (2) 595.) 
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(1) use his official authority or influence for the 
purpose of interfering with or affecting the result of 
an election; or 

(2) take an active part in. political management 
or in political campaigns. 

For the purpose of this subsection, the phrase "an active 
part in political management or in political campaigns" 
means those acts of political management or political 
campaigning which were prohibited on the part of em~ 
ployees in the competitive service before July 19, 1940, 
by determinations of the Civil Service Commission under 
the rules prescribed by the President. 

(b) An employee or individual to whom subsection (a) 
of this section applies retains the right to vote as he 
chooses and to express his opinion on political subjects 
and candidates. 

(c) Subsection ea) of this section does not apply to an 
individual employed by an educational or research in~ 
stitution, establishment, agency, or system which is 
supported in whole or in part by the District of Columbia 
or by a recognized religious, philanthropic, or cultural 
organization. 

Cd) Subsection (a)(2) of this section does not apply 
to-

(1) an employee paid from the appropriation for 
the office of the President; 

(2) the head or the assistant head of an Executive 
department or military department; 

(3) an employee appointed by the President, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, who 
determines policies to be pursued by the United 
States in its relations with foreign powers or in the 
nationwide administration of Federal laws; 

(4) the Commissioners of the District of Colum
biaj I7 or 

(5) the Recorder of Deeds of the District of 
Columbia. IS 

SECTION 7324 

Derivation: United states Code Revised Statutes end Statutes lit Latg~ 

Aug. 2, 1939, ch. 410, § 9(a) (1st 2 
sentences), 53 Stat. 1148. 

(11) 

(b) 

5 U.S.C. 11Si(a) (1st 2 
sentences) (sec. 
91(n), Hatch Act~. 

5 U.S.C. 11Sk-3 (1st 
33 words) (sec. 14, 
Hatch Act). 

5 U.S.C. 118l (les$ 
applicability to 5 
U.S.C. 118k) (slac. 
15, Hatch Act), 

5 U.S.C. 118i(a) (3d 
sentence) (sec. 9 
(a), Hatch Act). 

Mar. 27, 1942, ch. 199, § 701, 56 
Stat.18I. 

July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4 "Sec. 
14 (1st 33 words)", 54 Stat. 
771. 

July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4 lSSec. 
15 (less applicability to § 12 of 
the Act of Aug. 2, 1939; added 
July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4, 54 
Stat. 767)", 54 Stat. 77I. 

Aug. 2, 1939, ab. 410, § 9(a) (3d 
sentence), 53 Stat. 1148. 

July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 2, 54 
Stat. 767. 

IT Exemption annu11ed by adoption of Reorgnnl211tlon Plan No.3. of 1957. 
18 Included by administrative deciSion within prohibition of Hatch Act. 
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(c) 

(d) 

5 U.S.C. 118k-l (less 
applicability to 5 
U.S.C. 118k) (sec. 
21, Hatch Act). 

5 U.S.C. 118i(a) (4th 
sentence) (sec. 
9(a), Hatch Act). 

5 U.S.C.1l8k-3 (less 
1st 33 words) (sec. 
14, Hatch Act). 
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Oct. 24, 1942, ch. 620 tlSec. 21 
(less applicability to § 12 of the 
Act of AUg. 2, 1939; added 
July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4, 54 
Stat. 767)", 56 Stat. 986. 

Aug. 2, 1939, ch. 410, § 9(a) (4th 
sentence), 53 Stat. 1148. 

July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4 "Sec. 
14 (less 1st 33 words)", 54 
Stat. 771. 

In subsection (a), the words "July 19, 1940" are substituted for 
"at the time this section takes effect". The amendment made by 
the Act of Mar. 27, 1942, is omitted because it expired Mar. 31, 
1947, under section 1501 of that Act, as added June 29, 1946, ch. 
526, § 1, 60 Stat. 345; 50A U.S.C. 645. 

In subsection (c), the reference in the Act of Oct. 24, 1942, to 
section 2 of the Act of Aug. 2, 1939, is omitted as that section was 
repealed by the Act of June 25, 1948, ch. 645, § 21, 62 Stat. 867, 
and is now covered by section 595 of title 18. 

In subsection (d), the exception for the President and Vice 
President of the United States is omitted as unnecessary, as they 
are not "employees" under the definition in section 2105. In sub
section (d)(2), the words "or military departments" are inserted 
to preserve the application of the source law. Befor.e enactment 
of the National Security Act Amendments of 1949 (63 Stat. 578), 
the Department of the Army, the Department of the Navy, and 
the Department of the Air Force were Executive departments. 
The National Security Act Amendments of 1949 established the 
Department of Defense as an Executive department including 
the Department of the Army, the Department of the Navy, and 
the Department of the Air Force as military departments, not as 
Executive departments. However, the source law for this subsec~ 
tion, which was in effect in 1949, remained inapplicable to the 
head or assistant head of a military department by virtue of se~ 
tion 12(g) of the National Security Act Amendments of 1949 (63 
Stat. 591), which is set out in the reviser's note for section 301. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 
applicable. 

(Sec. 9) 5 U.S.C. (1966). § 7325. PENALTIES. An 
employee or individual who violates section 7324 of this 
title shall be removed from his position, and funds ap
propriated for the position from which removed there
after may not be used to pay the employee or individual. 
However, if the Oivil Service Oommission finds by unani
mous vote that the violation does not warrant removal, 
a penalty of not less than 30 days' suspension without 
pay shall be imposed by direction of the Oommission. 

Sec. [9A.] 19 FEDERAL EMPLOYEES j MEMBERSIDP 
IN POLITICAL PARTY OR ORGANIZATION ADVOCAT
ING OVERTHROW OF UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT j 
PROHIBITION; PENALTIES. (August 2, 1939, ch. 410, 
sec. 9A, 53 Stat. 1147, 1148; 5 U.S.O. 1952 ed. 118j; 
repealed August 9, 1955, by clause 2 of sec. 4 of Public 
Law 330, 84th Oong., 1st sess., ch. 690 but reenacted in 
substance by clause (2) of sec. 1 of Public Law 330 
[H. Rept. No. 1152 and S. Rept. No. 1256 on H.R. 
6590, 84th Oong.,. 1st sess.]; see page 43 herein.) 

,. Formerly sec. 611 of title 18. U.S.C., 1940 ed. 
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Sec. flO.] 20 EFFECT ON EXISTING LAW. (August 2, 
1939, oh. 410, sec. 10, 53 Stat. 1147, 1149; as amended, 
54 Stat. 767; formerly 18 U.S.C., sec. 61j.) 

-
Sec. [11.] 21 SEPARABILITY CLAUSE. (53 Stat. 1149; 

formerly 18 u.s.a., sec. 61k.) 

SECTION 7325 

Derivation: United states Code 
5 U.S.C. 118i(b) 

(less last proviso, 
and less last 
sentence) (sec. 
9(b), Hatch Act). 

Revised Statutes and statutes at L3rge 
Aug. 2, 1939, ch. 410, § 9(b), 5:j 

Stat. 1148. 
Aug. 25, 1950, ch. 784, § 1 "8,;(,. 

geb) (less last proviso, Hnd lp.sH 
last sentence)", 64 Stat. 47&. 

Oct. 5, 1962, Pub. L. 87-753, 7ti 
Stat. 750. 

'rhe word "removed" is substituted for "removed immediately" 
because of the provisions of the Veterans' Preference Act of 194'1, 
58 Stat. 387, as amended, which is carried into this title. The words 
"or office" are omitted as included in "position". The words "by 
any Act of Congress" are omitted as unnecessary. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definiUons 
applicable. 

(Secs. 12,22 15, 18, 19, 21) 5 U.S.C. (1966) § 1501. 
DEFINITIONS-EMPLOYEES OF CERTAIN STATE OR 
LOCAL AGENCIES FINANCED BY LOA~rS OR GRANTS 
FROM UNITED STATES-INFLUENCING ELECTIONS; 
OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE DEFINED. (Added July Hel, 
1940, oh. 640, sec. 4, 54 Stat. 767; amended June 25. 1948, 
ch. 646, sec. 32( a), 62 Stat. 991, and further amended 
May 24, 1949, ch. 139, sec. 127,63 Stat. 107, and June 11, 
1960, Pub. L. 86-507, sec. 1(1), 74 Stat. 20Qi Title 5 

'0 Former sec. 10 of the Hatch Act was repealed by PubIle Law 772, 80th Cong., 2<1 
spss. The section was omitted as unnecessary because in the enactment of the reVision 
of title 18 all old Rections included in the new title are on an eqnal oasis and RTle/lk m; 
of the date of the enactment under authority of United State8 v. BotCen (100 V,S. 5081. 
construing the Revised Statutes. (See 80th Cong., 1st sess., H. Rept. No. 304 on H.R. 
3190.) 

:!1Former sec. 11 of the Hatch Act was repealed by PublIc Law 772. 80th Cong .. 2<1 
sess. The section wns omitted as unnecessnry beeausl' sec. 18 of the PUblic Law 77:! 
provides for separability ot Provision with resPect to the entire new title 18. (SPl; ROth 
Cong .• 1st sess., H. Rept. No. 304 on H.R. :1190.) 

., Formerly sec. 611 of title 18. U.S.C .• 1940 cd. 
Sec. 1;} was added July 19. 1940, and formerly appearpd as sec. 610 of title 18, U.S.C .• 

1()40 cd., but was excluded from title 18 and rerommendpd for transfer to title ii upon 
the revision and codification of title 18 by PublIc Law 772 (H.R. 3190), SOth C'on~., 
2d sess., June 2ti, 1948, eh. 645, 62 Stat. 683. Sec. 15 appears as sec. 1181 In title ti. U.S.C., 
1058 cd. 

See. 18 was added July 19, 1040, ancI formerly appeared as S(>C'. 6lr Of tltle 18, U .S.C' .. 
1940 cd., but was excluded from title II< anrl rl'comml'ndf'l] for transfer to title ii upon th.· 
reVision and codification of title 18 by Public Law 772 (H.R. 3190). 80th Cong .• 2<1I<"ss .• 
,Tune 2ii, 1948, ch. 640, 62 Stat. 683. Sec. 18 formerly apPear<'d as sec. llSn in title 5 U.S.C .• 
1958 ed. 

Sec. 19 of the lInteh Act defining the term "State" was adrled July 19. 1940, and for
merly appeared as sec. 61s of flUe 18, U.S.C. in both 1940 and 1946 cdS. Sec. In WD!'; 
()l>:clnded from fltle 18 upon revisIon and rOdification of that title bJ' Publlc Law 772 
(H.R. 3190). 80t]1 Cong .. 2£1 sess., Junt' 25, 1948, eh. 64ii, 62 Stat. 68S. St'<.'. l(} formerly 
app('arcd I)S sec. llRk-Z of title ii. U.S.C .. 1958 ed. 

In the revision of title 18. U.S.C .. on .Tnne 25, 1948, npon authority of sel". 19 th.· 
words "Territory or PossessIon of tlIe United States" were insprted in two plnces in 
sec.50ii (new) of title 18. (See note to st'<.'. [2] li05.) 

Sec. 21 was added October 24, 1942, ant1 formerly appeared as sec. G1n of title 18. U.S.C. 
1040 ed., SuPp. V (11)41-19461. but was excluded from title 18 and left dangling without 
recommendation fo\' transfer to title ii upon tlIe revision and codlfiratlon of title is by 
PubIlc Law 772 (H.R. 3100), 80th Cong., 2d sess;J ,Tune 2ti. 1948, ell. 64ii., 62 Stat. 688. 
Sec. 21 formerly appeared as sec. l1Sk-1 in title 5 D.l:i.C., 11158 I'd. 

In the revisiOn. of title 18 on June 25. 11)48. upon authority of see.:.!! the second paro.
graph of 'sec. 595 (llew) was inserted. (See note to sec. [2;1 095.) 

.~ -----_ .... _-_ ..... "'--"'''' .. ''' ..... _--- . 
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U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 118k; September 6, 1966, Public 
Law 89-554, 80 Stat. 525, contained in recodification 
of title 5, United States Code, 5 U.S. C., secs. 1501, 1502, 
1503, 1504, 1505, 1506, 1507, 1508). 

For the purpose of this chapter-
(1) "State" means a State or territory or posses

sion of the United States; 
(2) "State or local agency" means the executive 

branch of a State, municipality, or other political 
subdivision of a State, or an agency or department 
thereof; 

(3) "Federal agency" means an Executive agency 
or other agency of the United States, but does not 
include a member bank of the Federal Reserve 
System; 

(4) IIState ollocal officer or employee" means an 
individual emJ>loyed by a State or local agency 
whose principal employment is in connection with 
an activity which is financed in whole or in part by 
loans or grants mad~ by the United States or a 
Federal agency, but does not include-

(A) an individual who exercises no functions 
in connection ,'lith that activity; or 

(B) an individual employed by an educational 
or research institution, establishment, agency, 
or system which is supported in whole or in part 
by a State or political subdivision thereof, or by 
a recognized religions, philanthropic, or cultural 
organization; and 

(5) the phrase «an active part in political manage
ment or in political campaigns" means those acts 
of political management or political campaigni..'1g 
which were prohibited. on the part of employees in 
the competitive service before July 19, 1940, by 
determinations of the Oivil Service Oommission 
under the rules prescribed by the President. 

5 J.S.C. 1502. INFLUENCING ELECTIONS; TAKING 
PAR'';: IN POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS; PROHIBITIONS; 
EXCEPTIONS. 

(a) A State or local officer or employee may not-
(1) use his official authority or influence lor the 

purpose of interfering with or afitlcting the resnlt of 
an election or a nomination for office; 

(2) directly or indirectly coerce, attempt to coerce, 
command, or advise a State or local officer or 
employee to pay, lend, or contribute anything of 
valne to a party, committee, organization, agency, 
or person for political purposes; or 

(3) take an active part in political management or 
. in political campaigns. 

96:-034 0:,,"68-. -.S 
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(b) A State or local officer OJ: employee retains the 
right to vote as he chooses and to express his opinions 
on political subjects and candidates. 

(c) Subsection (a) (3) of this section does not apply to
(1) the Governor or Lieutenant Governor of a 

State or an individual authorized by law to !lct as 
Governor; 

(2) the mayor of a city; 
(3) a duly elected head of an executive depart

ment of a State or municipality who is not dassified 
under a State or municipal merit or civil-service 
system; or 

(4) an individual holding elective office. 
SECTION 1501 

Derivation: United states Code 
(1) 5 U.S.C. 118k-2 (sec. 

19, Hatch Act). 
(2), (3) 5 U.S.C. 118k(f) 

(sec. 12, Hatch 
Aet). 

(4) 5 U.S.C. 118k(a) (1st 
41 words), (e) 
(sec. 12, Hatch 
Act). 

5 U.S.C. 118k-l (as 
applicable to 5 
U.S.C. 118k) (sec. 
21, Hatch Act). 

(5) 5 U.S.C. 1181 (as 
applicable to 5 
U.S. C. 118k) (sec. 
15, Hatch Act). 

ReviSed statutes and statutes at Large 
July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4 "Sec. 

19", 54 Stat. 772. 
July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4 "Sec. 

12(f)", 54 Stat. 770. 

July 19, 1940, ch. 640~ § 4 "Sec. 
12(a) (1st 41 words), (e)", 54 
Stat. 767, 770. 

Oct. 24, 1942, ch. 620 "Sec. 21 
(as applicable to § 12 of the 
Act of Aug. 2, 1939; added 
July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4, 54 
Stat. 767)", 56 Stat. 986. 

July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4 "Sec. 
15 (as applicable to § 12 of the 
Act of Aug. 2, 1939; added 
July 19, 1940, ch. MOL § 4, 54 
Stat. 767)", 54 Stat. 7n. 

In paragraph (4)(B), the words "or by any Territory or Terri
torial possession of the United States" are omitted in view of the 
definition of "State" in paragrap,b (1). 

In paragraph (5), the words' July 19, 1940" are substituted for 
"at the time this section takes effect». 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 
applicable. 

5 U.S.C. 1503. NONPARTISAN POLITIOAL AOTIVITY 
PERMITTED. 

Section 1502(a) (3) of this title does not prohibit 
political activity in connection with-

(1) an election and the preceding campaign if 
none of the candidJ.tes is to be nominated or elected 
at that election as representing a party any or whose 
candidates for presidential elector received votes in 
the las~ preceding election at 'vhich presidential 
electors were selected; or 

(2) a question which is not specifically identified 
with a National or State l?olitical party. 

For the purpose of this sectIOn, questions relating to 
constitutional amendments, referendums, approval of 
municipal ordinanees, and others of a similar character, 
are deemed not specifically identified with a National or 
State political party. 

I ., 
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5 U.S.C. 1504. INVESTIGATIONS; NOTICE OF 
HEARING. 

When a Federal agency charged with the duty. of 
making r.. loan or grant of funds of the United States for 
use in an activity by a State or local officer or employee 
has reason to believe that the officer or employee has 
violated section 1502 of this title, it shall report the 
matter to the Civil Service Commission. On receipt of the 
report, or on receipt of other information which seems to 
the Commission to warrant an investigation, the 
.Commission shall-

(1) fix a time and place for a hearip.g; and 
(2) send, by registered or certified mail, to the 

officer or employee charged with the violation and 
to the State or local agency employing him a notice 
setting forth i1 summary of the alleged violation and 
giving the time and place of the hearing. 

The hearing may not be held earlier than 10 days after 
the mailing of the notice. 

SECTION 1502 
Derivation: United states Code Revised statutes and statutes at Large 

5 U.S.C. 118k(a) July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4 "Sec. 
(less 1st 41 words) 12(a; (less 1st 41 words)", 54 
(sec. 12, Hatch Stat. 767. 
Act). 

In subsection (a), the term "State or local officer or employee", 
defined in section 1501, is substituted for the first 41 words of 
former section 118k(a). The words "any part of his salary or com
pensation" are omitted as included in "anything of value". 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 
app}icable. 

SECTION 1503 
Derlvlltion: United states Code Revised statutes and statutes at Large 

5 U.S.C. 118n (as July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4 HSec. 
applicable to 5 18 (as applicable to § 12 of the 
U.S.C.118k(a)) Act of Aug. 2, 1939; added 
(sec. 18, Hatch July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4, 
Act). 54 Stat. 767)1>, 54 Stat. 772. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 
applicable. 

SECTION 1504 

Derivation: United States Code 
5 U.S.C. 118k(b) 

(lst and 2d sen
tences, and 4th 
through 17th 
w'Jrds of 3d sen
t;'}nce) (sec. 12, 
Hatch Act). 

Revised Statures and statutes at Largo 
July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4 "Sec. 

12(b) (1st and .2d sentences, 
and 4th through 17th words of 
3d sentence)", 54 Stat. 768. 

June 11, 1960, Pub. L. 86-507, 
§ 1(1), 74 Stat. 200. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 
applicable. 

5 U.S.C. 1505. HEARINGS; ADJUDICATIONS; NOTICE 
OF DETERMINATIONS. 

Either the State or local officer or employee or the 
State or local agency employing him, or both, are entitled 
to appear with counsel at the hearing under section 1504 
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of this title, and be heard . .After this hearing, the Oivil 
Service Oomrn.ission shall-

(1) determine whether a violation of section 1502 
of this title has occurred; 

(2) determine whether the violation warrants the 
removal of the officer or employee from his office or 
employmenti and 

(3) notify the officer or employee and the agency 
of the determination by registered or certified mail. 

SECTION 1505 
Derivation: United states Code Revised statutes and statutes at Largo 

5 U.S.C. 118k(b) July 19, 1940,. eh.640, § 4 "Sec. 
(3d sentence, less 12(b) (3d sentence, less 4th 
4th through 17th through 17th words, and 4th 
words, and 4th sentence)", 54 Stat. 768. 
sentence) (sec. 12, June 11, 1960, Pub. L. 86-507, 
Hatch Act). § 1(1),74 Stat. 200. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 
applicable. 

SECTION 1506 
Derivation: United states Code 

5 U.S. O. 118k(b) 
(less 1st 4 sen
tences) (sec. 12, 
Hatch Act). 

Revised statutes ond statutes at Largo 
July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4 "Sec. 

12 (b) (less 1st 4 sentences)", 
54 Stat. 768. 

June 11, 1960, Pub. L. 86-507, 
§ 1(1), 74 Stat. 200. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 
applicable. 

SECTION 1507 
DerIvation; United states Cods 

5 U.S.C. l1Sk(d) 
(less 1st sentence) 
(sec. 12, Hatch 
Act). 

Rsviscd statutes nnd statutes at Large 
July 19, 1940, eh. 640, § 4 "Sec. 

12 (d) (less 1st sentence)i', 54 
Stat. 769. 

In subsection (a), the word "affirmation" is omitted as included 
in "oath" on authority of section 1 of title 1, United States Code. 
The title of the court is changed to conform to title 28. 

In subsection (c), the prohibition is restated in positive form. 
Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 

applicable. 

5 U.s.C. 1506. ORDERS; WITHHOLDING LOANS OR 
GRANTS; LIMITATIONS. 

(a) When the Civil Service Commission finds-
(1) thn.t a State or local officer or employee has 

not been removed from his office or employment 
within 30 days after notice of a determination by 
the Oommission that he has violated section 1502 of 
this title and that the violation warrants removal; 
or 

(2) that the State or local officer or employee has 
been removed and has been appointed within 18 
months after his removal to an office or employment 
in the same State in a State or local agency which 
does not receive loans or grants from a Federal 
agency; 
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the Commission shall make and certify to the appro
priate Federal agency an order requiring that agency to 
'\ ... 'ithhold from its loans or grants to the State or local 
agency to which notice was given an amount equal to 
2 years' pay at the rate the officer or employee was receiv
ing at the time of the violation. When the State or local 
agency to which appointment within 18 months after re
moval has been made is one that receives lo.ans or grants 
from a Federal agency, the Commission order shall direct 
that the withholding be made from that State or local 
agency. 

(b) Notice of the order shall be sent by registered or 
certified mail to the State or local agency from which the 
amount is ordered to be withheld. After the order be
comes final, the Federal agency to which the order is 
certified shall withhold the amount in accordance with 
the terms of the order. Except as provided by section 
1508 of this title, a determination or order of the Com
mission bRcomes final at the end of 30 days after mailing 
the notice of the determination or order. 

(c) The Commission may not require an amount to be 
withheld from a loan or grant pledged by a State or local 
agency as security for its bonds or notes if the withhold
ing of that amount would jeopardize the payment of the 
principal or interest on the bonds or notes. 

5 U.S.C. 1507. SUBPENAS AND DEPOSITIONS. 

(a) 'fhe Civil Service Commission may require by 
subpena the attendance and testimony of witnesses and 
the production of documentary evidence relating to any 
matter before it as a· result of this chapter. Any member 
of the Commission may sign subpenus, and members of 
the Commission and its examiners when authorized by 
the Commission may administ.er oaths, examine wit,
nesses, and receive evidence. The attendance of witnesses 
and the production of documentary evidence may be 
required from any place in the United States at the 
designated place of hearing. In case of disobedience to a 
subpena, the Commission may invoke the aid of a court 
of the United States in requiring the attendance and 
testimony of witnesses and the product,ion of docu
mentary evidence. In case of contumacy or refusal to 
obey a subpena issued to a person, the United States 
District Court within whose jurisdiction the inquiry is 
carried on may issue an order requiring him to appear 
before the Commission, or to produce documentary 
evidence if so ordered, or to give evidence concerning 
the matter in question; and any failure to obey the order 
of the court may be punished by the court as a contempt 
thereof. 

(b) The Commission may order testimony to be taken 
by deposition at any stage of a proceeding or investiga
tion before it as a result of this cliapter. Depositions may 
be taken before an individual designated by the Commis-

· , 
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sion and having the power to administer oaths. Testi
mony shall be reduced to writing by the individual taking 
the deposition, or under his direction, and shall be sub
scribed by the deponent. Any person may be compelled 
to appear and depose and to produce documentary evi
dence before the Commission as provided by this sect.ion. 

(c) A person may not be excused from attending and 
testifying or from producing documentary evidence or 
in obedience to a subpena on the ground that the testi
mony or evidence, documentary of otherwise, required 
of him may tend to incriminate him or subject him to a 
penalty or forfeiture for or on account of any transaction, 
matter, or thing concerning which he is compelled to 
testify, or J>roduce evidence, documentary or otherwise, 
before the Commission in obedience to a subpena issued 
by it. A person so testifying is not exempt from prosecu
tion and punishment for perjury committed in so testify
ing. 

5 U.S.C. 1508. JUDICIAL REVIEW. 
A party aggrieved by a determination or order of the 

Civil Service Commission under section 1504, 1505, 
or 1506 of this title may, within 30 days after the 
mailing of notice of the determination or order, institute 
proceedings for review thereof by filing a petition in the 
United States District Court for the district in which 
the State or local officer or employee resides. The institu
tion of the proceedings does. not operate as a stay of the 
determination or order unless-

(1) the court specifically orders a stay; and 
(2) the officer or employee is suspended from his 

office or employment while the proceedings are 
pending. 

A copy of the petition shall immediately be served on the 
Commission, and thereupon the Commission shall certify 
and file in the court a transcript of the record on which 
the determination or order was made. The court shall 
review the entire record including questions of fact and 
guestions of law. If application is made to the court for 
len.ve to adduce additional evidence, and it is shown to 
the satisfaction of the court that the additional evidence 
may materially affect the result of the proceedings and 
that there \vere reasona.ble grounds for failure to adduce 
this evidence in the hearing before the Commission, the 
court may direct that the additional evidence be taken 
before the Commission in the manner and on the terms 
il:nd conditions fixed bv the court. 'fhe Oommission may 
modify its findings ofVfact or its determination or order 
in view of the additional evidence and shall file with the 
eonrt the modified findings, determination, or order; 
and the modified findings of fact, if supported by sub
stantial evidence, are conclusive. The court shall affirm 
the det.ermination or order/ or the modified determination 
or order, if the court determines that it is in accordance 
with law. If the court determines that the determination 
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or order, or the modified determination or order is not 
in accordance with law, the court shall remand the pro
ceeding to the Commission with directions either to 
make a determination or order determined by the court 
to be lawful or to take such further proceedings as, in 
the opinion of the court, the law requires. The judgment 
and decree of the court are final, suliject to review by the 
appropriate United States Court of Appeals as in other 
cases, and the judgment and decree of the court of ap
peals are final, subject to review by the Supreme Court 
of the United States on certiorari or certification as 
provided by section 1254 of title 28. If a provision of this 
section is held to be invalid as applied to a party by a 
determination or order of the Commission, the determina
tion or order becomes final and effective as to that party 
as if the provision had not been enacted. 

SECTION 1508 

D~rlvlltion: United States Cods 
5 U.S.C. 118k(c) 

(sec. 12, Hatch 
Act). 

Revised statutes and Statutes at Large 
July 19, 1940-t ch. 640, § 4 "Sec. 

12(c) " 54 t::itat. 768. 

Sections 346 and 347 of title 28 referred to in former section 
118k(c) were repealed by the Act of June 25, 1948, ch. 646, § 39, 
62 Stat. 862, and are now covered by section 1254 of title 28. The 
titles of the courts are changed to conform to title 28. 

In the reference to filing a written petition, "written" is omitted 
as unnecessary. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 
applicable. 

Sec. [13.] 608.23 FINANCIAL AID TO CANDI
DATES-CONTRIBUTIONS. (Title 18, U.S.C., 1964 ed., 
sec. 608, as enacted by Public Law 772, 80th Cong., 2d 
sess., June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 723; superseding 
sec. 13, as added July 19, 1940, eh. 640, sec. 4, 54 Stat. 
767, 770, formerly title 18, U.S.C. sec. 61m.) 

23 Sec, 608 quoted above in the text Is based on tormer sec. 13 of the Hatch Act. Refer
ences to "pernicious political activity" were omitted in the revision of title 18, U.S.C., as 
enacted by Public Law 772, 80th Cong., 2d sess. 

The punishment provision of this sectionJ which formerly appeared as first sentence 
of subscc. (d) of former sec. 13 of the Hatcn Act, is set out at the end of the first para.· 
graphs of Bubsecs. (a) and (b), respectively. Words "or both" were added to the punish
ment provisions in two places, to conform to the almost universal formula. of this title. 

To improve style the lust sentence of subsec. (a) was made a paragraph and tlle words 
"or to slm!lar committees or org-unizations in the District of Columbia or ill any Territory 
or possession of the United States" were added at the end of it. These words were added 
upon authority of definition of "State" in subsection (d) of former sec. 13, which described 
a State as including a. Territory or possession, and for the further reason that to omit 
the District of Columbia would have the effect of prohibiting contributions of more than 
$5,000 by the District committee of each major party to theIr respective national com· 
mittel'S but woul(l permit such contributions by sim!lar committees in the Canal Zone, 
VIrgin Islands, or Puerto Rico. 

Subsec. (b) of former sec. 13 of the Hatch Act, contaIned definitIons of "person" and 
"contribution." In this revised section. definition of "pers(\n" was omitted as unnecessary 
in view of substitution of "Whoever" and definition of "whol'ver" in sec. 1 of title 1, 
"C.S.C., 1940 ed., General Provi~ions. Inasmuch as the definition of "contrlbutlon" in 
subsec. (b) of former Rec. 13 of thp- Hatch Act was ~ubstanti!llly the same as that con· 
tained in sub sec. (d) of sec. 302 of the Corrupt Practices .Act (sec. 241 of title 2, U,S,C'J 1940 ed.), such definition is not repeated in this section, but the definition as containe« 
in sec. 1191 of title 18 is made applicable by subsec. (d) of this revised section. 

Subsec. (e) of former sec. 13, was omitted as unllecessary in the revision. Changes 
were made in phraseology. 

i: 
" 
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SEC. 608: (a) Whoever, directly or indireetly, makes 
contributions in an aggregate amount in excess of $5,000 
during any calendar year, or in connection with any 
campaign for nomination or election, to or on behalf of 
any candidate for an elective Federal office, including 
the offices of President of the United States and Presi
dential and Vice Presidential electors, or to or on behalf 
of any committee or other organization engaged in fur
thering, advancing, or advocating the nomination or 
election of any candidate for any such office or the success 
of any national political party, shall be fined not more 
than $5,000 or imprisoned not more than five years, or 
both. 

This subsection shall not apply to contributions made 
to or by 0. State or local committee or other State or local 
organization or to similar comInittees or organizations in 
the District of Columbia or in any Territory or Possession 
of the United States. 

(b) Whoever purchases or buys' any goods, commodi~ 
ties, advertising, or articles of any kind or description, 
the proceeds of which, or any portIOn thereof, directly or 
indirectly inures to the benefit of or for any candid9.te for 
an elective Federal office including the offices of President 
of the United States, and Presidential and Vice Presiden
tial electors or any political committee or other political 
organization engaged in furthering, advancing, or ad
vocating the nomination or election of any candidate for 
any such office or the success of any national political 
party, shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned 
not more than five years, or both. 

This subsection shall not interfere with the usual and 
known business, trade, or profession of any candidate. 

(0) In all eases of violations of this sadion by a part
nership, committee, association, corporation, or other 
organization or group of persons, the officers, directors, 
or mallagin~ heads thereof who knowingly and \villfully 
participate ill such violation, shall be pumshed as herem 
provided. 

(d) The term "contribution," as used in this section, 
shall have the same meaning prescribed by section 591 of 
this title. 

CROSS REFERENCE 

For definition of term "Contribution" see, supra, section 591 of 
title 18, United States Code, following section 302 of the Corrupt 
Practices Act. 

(Sec. 14). DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA EMPLOYEES 
DEEMED EMPLOYED IN E:&:ECUTIVE BRANCR; EX· 
CEPTION. (Added July 19, 194:0, oh. 640, sec. 4, 54 Stat. 
767,771; 5 U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec 118k-3.) (See sec. 9.) 

(Sec. 15). ACTIVITIES PROHIBITED ON PART OF 
CIVIL·SERVICE EMPLOYEES AS PROHIBITED ON PART 
OF OTHER GOVERNMENT AND STATE EMPLOYEES. 
(Added July 19, 1940, ch. 640, sec. 4, 54 Stat. 767, 771; 
5 U.S.C.] 1964 ed" sec. 1181.) (See sees. 9, 127.) 
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(Sec. 16)24 5 U.S.C. (1966) § 7327. POLITICAL ACTIV· 
ITY PERMITTED; EMPLOYEES RESIDING IN CERTAIN 
MUNICIPALITIES. (Added July 19, 1940, ch. 640, sec. 4, 
54 Stat. 767, 771; 5 U.s.C., 1964 ed., sec. 118m; Septem
ber 6, 1966, Public Law 89-554, 80 Stat. 525, contained 
in recodification of title 5, United States Code, 5 U.S.C., 
sec. 7327). 

(a) Section 7324(a) (2) of this title does not apply to 
an employee of The Alaska Railroad who resides in a 
municipality on the line of the railroad in respect to 
political activities involving that municipality. 

(b) The Civil Service Commission may prescribe 
regulations permitting employees and individuals to 
whom section 7324 of this title applies to take an active 
part in political management and political campaigns 
involving the municipality or other political subdivision 
in which they reside, to the extent the Commission 
considers it to be in their domestic interest, when-

(1) the municipality or political subdivision is in 
Maryland or Virginia and in the immediate vicinity 
of the District of Columbia, or is a municipality in 
which the majority of voters are employed by the 
Government of the United States; and 

(2) the Commission determines that because of 
special or unusual circumstances which exist in the 
municipality 01' political subdivision it is in the 
domestic interest of the employees and individuals 
to permit that political participation. 

SECTION 7327 

Derivation: Ullited states Code Revised Statutes and Statutes at Lnrge 
Aug. 8, 1946, ch. 904, 60 Stat. 

937. 
(a) 5 U.S.C. 118i(a) 

(b) 

(less 1st 4 sen
tences) (sec. 9, 
Hatch Act). 

5 U.S.C. 118m (sec. 
16, Hatch Act). 

July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4 "Sec. 
16", 54 Stat. 771. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 
applicable. 

Sec. [17.]25 STATE EMPLOYEES RUNNING FOR 
PUBLIC OFFICE; RESIGNATION UPON ELECTION. 
(Added July 19, 1940, ch. 640, sec. 4, 54 Stat. 767, 771; 
former 18 U.S.C., sec. 61q; now repealed (see note 25 
below).) 

"Sec. 1(} was added July 19, 19401: and formerly appeared as sec. 61p of title 18, U.S.C., 
1940 ed .• but was excluded from ti Ie .18 and recommended for trausfer to UtI() 5 u1)on 
the revision and codificatiou of title 18 by Public Law 772 (H.R. 3190), 80th Coug., 
2d sess., June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 683. Sec. 16 appears as sec. 118m 1n title 5, U.S.C .. 
1958 ed. 

24 Former sec, 17 of the Hatch Act was repealed by Public Law 772, BOth Cong., 2d 
sess. The section was omitted in the enactment of the revision of title 18, bdng temporary 
and relating only to candidates who had been nominated prior to its enactment July 19, 
1940, by ch. 640, 54 Stat. 771. (See 80th Cong., 1st sess., H. Rept. No. 304 on H.R. 3190.) 

ji 
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(Sec. 18)26 5 U.S.C. (1966). § 7326. NONPARTISAN 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY PERMITTED, (Added July 19, 
1940, ch. 640, sec. 4, 54 Stat. 767, 772; 5 U.S.C., 1964 
ed., sec. 118n; September 6, 1966, Public Law 89-554, 
80 Stat. 525, contained in recodification of title 5, United 
States Code, 5 U.S.C., sec. 7326.) 

Section 7324 (a) (2) 27 of this title does not prohibit 
political activity in connection with-

(1) an election and the preceding campaign if 
none of the candidates is to oe nominated or elected 
at that election as representing a party any of whose 
candidates for presidential elector received votes in 
the last preceding election at which presidential 
electors were selected; or 

(2) a question which is not specifically identified 
with a National or State political party or political 
party of a territory or possession of the United 
States. 

:For the purpose of this section, questions relating to 
constitutional amendments, referelidulLs, approval of 
municipal ordinances, and others of a similar character, 
are deemed not specifically identified with a National or 
State political party or political party of a territory or 
possession of the United States. 

SEOTro~ 7326 

Derivlltlon: United States Code Revised Stntutes and Statutes at Large 
5 U.S.C. llSn (less July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4 "Sec. 

applicability to 5 IS (less appJicu.bility to § 12 of 
U.S.C.llSk(a)) the Act of Aug. 2,1939; added 
(sec. 18, Hatch July 19, 1940, ch. 640, § 4, 
Act). 54 Stat. 767)", 54 Stat. 772. 

The words (lor politieu.l party of a territory or possession of the 
United States" are added on authority of former section 118k-2, 
which is carried into section 1501. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions appli
cable. 

(Sec. 19). DEFINITION OF TERM "STATE". (Added 
July 19, 1940, ch. 640, sec. 4, 54 Stat. 771; 5 U.S.C., 
1964 ed., sec. 118k-2.) (See sec. 12.) 

Sec. [20.]28 609. MAXIMUM CONTRIBUTIONS TO, 
AND EXPENDITURES BY, POLITICAL COMMITTEES, 
PENALTIES. (Title 18 U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 609, as 

2a Sec. 18 was Itdded Jul~ 19, 11)40, and formerly appeared as scc. 61r of title 18, U.S.C .. 
1940 ed., but WIlS excluded from title 18 and recommended for transfer to title (j upon 
the revision and eoiilficlltlon of title 18 by Public Law 772 (R.R. 3190), 80th Cong., 2d 
sess., June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 stat. 683. S~. 18 formerly nppented ns sec. 11Sn in 
title 5, U.S.C .. 1958 ed. c" See (sec. I)), n. 20. 

lIS Sec. 601) is bllsed on former sec. 20 of t.he Hntch Act und sec. S14 of the Corrupt 
Practices Act, the punisl1ment provisions of sec. 314 being incorporated at the end of the 
section upon. authority of reference to tnem contained in words "Term.« used in this 
section (sec. 20) shllll haye the meaning assigned to them in sec. 302 of the Ferterul 
Corrupt Prllctices Act. 1925. and the pcmiHies providNI in sucll Act shall apply to viola
tions of this section." Words "or both" were added to the second punishment proviSion 
to conform to the almost uulyersnl formuln or title 18. Chllnges were made in IJhraseology. 
(See 80th Cong., 1st sess., H. Rept. No. 304 on H.R. 3190.) 
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enacted by Public Law No. 772, 88th Cong., 2d sess,. 
superseding sec. 20, ch. 410, 53 Stat. 1147-1149, as added 
July 19, 1940, ch. 640, sec. 6, 54 Stat. 767, 772; former 
2 U.S.C., sec. 252 and 18 U.S.C., sec. 61t.) 

SEC. 609. No political committee shall receive con
tributions aggregating more than $3,000,000, or make 
expenditures, aggregating more than $3,000,000 during 
any calendar year. 

For the purposes of this seetion, any contributions 
received and any e)':penditures made on behalf of any 
political committee v,ith the knowledge and consent of 
the chairman or treasurer of such eommittee shall be 
deemed to be received or made by such committee. 

Any violation of this section by any political committee 
shall be deemed also to be a violation by the chairman 
and the treasurer of sueh committee and by any other 
person l'es~onsible for such violation and shall be punish
able by a fine of not more than $1,000 or imprisonment 
of not more than one year, or both; and if the violation 
was "\"illful, by a fine of not more than $10,000 or im
prisonment of not more than two years, or both. 

CROSS REFERENCE 

For definitions of terms applicable to tills section see, supra, 
section 591 of title 18, United States Code, following section 302 
of the Corrupt Practices Act. 

For duties as to contributions; accounts and receipts; state
ments; limitations upon expenditures see, supra, sections 303-309 
of the Corrupt Practices Act. 

(Sec. 21). ACTIVITIES OF EMPLOYEES OF EDUCA
TIONAL AND RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS, ETC. (Added 
October 24, 1942, ch. 620, 56 Stat. 986; 5 U.S.C., 1964 
ed., sec. 118k-1.) (See sees. 9, 12.) 

Sec. [22.] 29 POLITICAL ACTIVITY AFFECTING MEM
BERS OF ARMED FORCES i EXCEPTIONS. (Added April 
1, 1944, ch. 150, Title V, sec. 501, 58 Stat. 136, 148; 
amended and made temporary August 21,1944, ch. 404, 
sees. 1-2, 53 Stat. 727-728; formerly 18 U.S.C. 61v.) 

Sec. [23.] 29 LIMITATION ON CENSORSHIP OF 
POLITICAL LITERATURE, ARGUMENTS, OR OTHER 
MATTER ADDRESSED TO MEMBERS OF ARMED 
FORCES. (Added April 1, 1944, ch. 150, Title V, sec. 501, 
58 Stat. 136, 149; made temporary August 21, 1944, 
ch. 404, sec. 2, 53 Stat. 727, 728; formerly 18 U.S.C. 
61w.) 

Receipts and 
expenditures of 
political com
mIttees In 
excess of 
$3,OOOlOOO 
forbldaen. 

Violations. 

Penalty. 

"" Sees. 22 and 23 were adrled as part of section 501, Title V, the Federal Soldiers Voting 
Law of April 1, 1944. Sec. 22 appeared as sec. 61Y of title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., SUPD. V 
(1941-1946). Sees. 22 and 23 were made temporary on August 21, 1944t.~y 'sec. 25 (53 Stat. 
728) and expired 6 months after termination of hostll1t1es in World war II by Presiden
tial Proclamation No. 2714, December 31,1946. 
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Sec. [24.] 30 PENALTY FOR VIOLATION OF SEC
TIONS 22 OR 23. (Added April 1, 1944, ch. 150, Title V, 
sec. 501, 58 Stat. 136) 149; formerly 18 U.S.C. 61x.) 

Sec. [25.] 31 EXPIRATION DATE OF SECTIONS 22 
AND 23. (Added August 21, 1944, ch. 404, sec. 2, 53 Stat. 
727,728,) 

.a Se~. 24 was added along with sees. 22 nnd 23 nnd contained the penalty provisions 
for vIolation of those s~tIons. Sec. 24 expIred with secs. 22 and 23. 

m Sec. 25 wa.s addecl August 21. 1944. fixing the termination date for sees. 22 nnd 23 
upon the expiration of 6 months after end of hostilities a.s proclaimed. Se~. 25 ~xplred 
with secs. 2Z:-24. 



----,,---------------

CORRUPT PRACTICES AND POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS RECODIFIED IN 5 UNITED 
STATES CODE (1966) 

§ 7321. POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND SERVICES. 
The President may prescribe rules which shall provide, 

as nearly as conditions of good administration waxrant, 
that an employee in an Executive agency or in the com
petitive service is not obliged, by reason of that employ
ment, to contribute to a political fund or to render 
political service, and that he may not be removed or 
otherwise prejudiced for refusal to do so. 

§ 7322. POLITICAL USE OF AUTHORITY OR IN
FLUENCE j PROHIBITION. 

The President may prescribe rules which shall provide, 
as nearly as conditions of good administration warrant, 
that an employee in an Executive agency or in the com
petitive service may not use his official authority or 
influence to coerce the political action of a person or body. 

§ 7323. POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS; PRO-
HIBITION. 

An employee in an Executive agency (except one 
appointed by the President, by and ",ith the advice and 
consent of the Senate) may not request or receive from, 
or give to, an employee, a Member of Congress, or an 
officer of a uniformed service a thing of value for political 
purposes. An employee who violates this section shall be 
removed from the service. 

SECTION 7321 
Derivation: United States Code 

5 U.S.C. 633(2)5. 
Revised Statutes and Statutes at Large 

Jan. 16, 1883, ch. 27, § 2(2)5, 22 
Stat. 404. 

The authority of the President to prescribe rules is added on 
authority of former section 633(1) I which is carried into section 
3302 of this title. 

The words "employee in an Executive agency or in the com
petitive service" are substituted for "person in the public service" 
for clarity. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 
applicable. 

SECTION 7322 

Derivation: rnltedIStntes Code 
5 U.S.C. 633(2)6 

(1st sentence). 

RevIsed Statutes and (;tntutes at Larg(' 
Jan. 16, 1883, ch. 27, § 2(2)6, 

22 Stat. 404. 
The authority of the President to prescribe ntles is added on 

authority of former section 633(1), which is carried into section 
3302 of this title. 

(35) 
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The words "employee in an Executive agency or in the com
petitive service" are substituted for "person in said service" for 
clarity. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 
applicable. 

Derivation: 

SECTION 7323 

United States Code 
5 U.S.C. 1180. 

Revised Statutes and Statutes at Large 
Aug. 15, 1876, ch. 287, § 6, 19 

Stat. 169. 
The words "An employee of an Executive agenoy (except one 

appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate)" are substituted for "Any executive officer or em
ployee of the United States not appointed by the President, with 
the advice and oonsent of the Senate," because of the definitions 
in seotions 105 and 2105. The words "an employee, a Member of 
Congress, or an officer of a uniformed servioe" are substituted for 
"any other officer or employee of the Government". In the last 
sentence, the word "removed" is substituted for "at once dis
charged" because of the provision of the Lloyd-LaFollette Aot, 37 
Stat. 555, as amended, and the Veterans' Preference Act of 1944, 
58 Stat. 387, as amended, which are carried into this title. 

The oriminal penalty appearing in the last 25 words of section 6 
of the Act of Aug. 15, 1876, is omitted as superseded by sections 
602 and 607 of title 18. 

Standard changes are made to oonform with the definitions 
applioable. . 



TABLE 2.-THE,HATCH POLITICAL ACTIVITIES ACT, WITH AMENDMENTS, INCLUDING CHANGES AS EFFECTED BY PUBLIC LAW 772 (H.R. 3190), 80TH CONG., 20 SESS., JUNE 25.1948. AN ACT TO 
, REVISE. CODIFY, AND ENACT INTO POSITIVE LAW TITLE 18 OF THE UNITED STATES CODE, ENTITLED "CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE" 

Irate oj im<:, 
aetment, United States Statutes at Large citation Former United States Code 

citation 
Effect of revision on Disposition of section by Public Law 722 

Hatch Aet sections amendment. -------------
or codiffca· Chapter Section Volume Page 

section f;~ :gllr~~~nce in United states Code 

tion 

Sec. L ................ _ ..... ______ ._ Aug. 2.1939 
Sec. 2. ___ ._._. __ ._._ • _____ ._ •• _ • __________ do ______ _ 

Amended ______ • __ • ____ •• __ • ______ July 19,1940 
Sec. 3 ________________________________ Aug. 2,1939 
Sec. 4. _______ •• _______ '_" _. _. ___ •• _. ____ .do_ •• _ • __ 
Sec. 5._ •• _________________ ._. ____ ._. ______ do ••• _ • __ 
Sec. 6 ___ • ____ • __ • _____ ••••• _'_" _ •••••• _ •• do. __ • __ • 
Sec. 7 ____ ._ .•• _. ____ ._. ___ " __ ••• __ ._. __ •• do __ • ___ _ 
Sec.8_._ ••• ____ .-_._ ... ____ ._._ ••.••• _. __ .do. ___ ••• 

410 1 
410 2 
640 1 
410 3 
410 4 
410 5 
410 6 
410 7 
410 8 

Sec.9. __ • ____ ._. __ •• __ ._. ______ •• _________ do __ -___ _ 410 9 
Amended _____ • ______ • ____ • _____ •• July 19,1940 

00 ____ • __ ._ ••• __ • ___ ._. ____ ._ Mar. 27,1942 
00 __ •• ___________ • ___________ Aug. 8,1946 
00 ___________ • ____________ • __ Aug. 25,1950 
D~. ___ • __ • ___ • __ • ______ • _____ Oct. 5,1962 

640 2 
199 1701 
904 _ •• , •• ___ • 
984 1 

Public 
laW 

87-753 
Recodlfied._. _____ •• _._ ...... _. ___ Sept. 6,1966 Public 7324 

LalY 
89-554 7325 

Sec. 9A •••• _ •• _ ••• __ •• __ ••••• _ ••••••• Aug. 2,1939 410 9A 

Recodified_ •••••• _._ •••••• _ •• __ •• _ Sept. 6,1966 Public 7311 
Law 3333 

89-554 1918 
Sec. 10_ ••• _______ • ____ •• _. ____ ._. ____ Aug. 2,1939 

Amended __ • ___ •• __ • _______ • ____ •• July 19,194,0 
Sec.H ____ . __ • ____ • _______ ._. ________ Aug. 2,1939 
Sec. 12 added_ ... __ • ________________ ._ July 19,1940 

Amended ••• ____ ••• __ • ____ • ______ June 25,1948 
00 •• _ •• __ ._ •• _. __ • _______ ._._ May 24,1949 
00 •• ___ ••• _. __ ._. __ • _________ JUne 11,1961) 

410 10 
640 3 
410 11 
640 4 
646 32(a~ 
139 12 

Public 1(1) 
Law 

86-507 

53 
53 
54 
53 
53 
53 
53 
53 
53 

5~ 
54 
56 
60 
64 
76 

80 

80 
53 

80 

53 
54 
53 
54 
62 
63 

.:.74 

1147 TlUe 18, sec. 61.._. ______ ••• __ Repealed_ •• _ •••• ___ 18 U.S.C. 594 (new). 
1147 _ •••• _ •• _ •• _ •••• _ ••• _ ••• __ ._._ •. __ •• _._._ •••••••• _ 
767 TIUe 18, sec. 61 a, g, n, S, V •• ___ Repealed ••••••••.• _ 18 U.S.C. 595 !newl' 

1147 Title 18, sec. 61 b, g. __ ._. __ -_ •• __ •• do._. __ •••• _ •• _ 18 U.S.C. 60Q new. 
1147 Title 18, sec. 61 c, g •• _ •• __ • __ •• _._.do ___ ._ •• _ •• __ • 18 U.S.C. 601 neW. 
1148 TWe 18, sec. 61 d, E ••••• _____ • __ • __ do ___ • _______ ._ 18 U.S.C. 604 nalY. 
1148 Title 18, sec. 61 e, g._. ___ • __ •• __ •• _do ..... __ • ____ • 18 U.S.C. 605 new). 
1148 Title 18, sec. 61 I, E •••••• _. __ ••• _ ••• do. __ •• _ ••••• __ 18 U.S.C. 598 (new). 
1148 TlUe 18, sec. 61g •••••• ______ •• ___ •• do_ •••• __ •••••• 18 U. C. 594, 595, 598, 600, 601, 604, 

605 (new). 
1148 ._'. __ ._"' .• '_'._ •• '_. • •••• ___ ._ •••••• _ •• _._ ••• Section not amended, but eXcluded from 
767 Tltle18,sec.61h. ___ •• _ ••.• __ • No change ••••••• __ • (new) title 18 and subsequently trans· 
181 TlUe 50 (appendix), sec. 645_. ___ •• ___ •• _._. __ • __ •• _ ferred to tllie 5 Where It appeared as sec. 
937 Title 18, sec. 61h_._._--- •••••• ---•••• _ •• __ •• _____ • 1I8i. 
475 TlUe 5, sec. 1181.. ____ ••• _._. __ • __ •••••• _._. ___ •• _ 
750 Tille 5, sec. 1181 (sUbsec, (b» _ •• _ ••••••••• ___ ••• _._ 

il 
~25 Title 5, sec. 1181 (subsec.(a), 

(b». 
526 

Recodified as 6 
U.S.C. 7324, 7325. 

1148 TiUe 18, sec. 61i •• ___ ._ ... _. __ No change ••• ____ ._. Section not amended, but excluded from 
(new) tltle 18 and subsequently trans· 
ferred to title 5 Where It appeared as secs. 

524 Titles 5, secs 
:~~ 1I8p-lI8r. 

Recodlfled as 5 
U.S.C.7311,3333, 
and 18 U.S.C.1918 

1149 _ •••• _._. ___ :_ .. _ •• _ •• _ •• _ ••• __ • ______ •• _ •• __ • __ ._ 

ll8p-1I8r. 

767 TIUe 18, sec. sH. __ •• _ .. ___ ... Repealed •• ___ •••• __ Omitted as unnecessal)'. 
1149 Tille 18,sec. 61k._ •• _._ •••• __ ._ •• _.do._. __ •••• _.__ Do. 
767 TlUe 18, sec. 61 ••••••• __ • __ ._. No change_. __ • __ ._ Section not amended, but excludod Irom 
991 ••••• __ • __ •• _ ••••• _ •• _ •• _ ••• __ • __ •• ___ • _____ •• ____ (/lIlw) tlUe 18 and subsoquently trans· 
107 ___ ._ •••• __ ••• _ •. _ ••• _. __ •• _ •• ___ •••• _ •• _._._~_.'~_ lerred to !lUe 5 where It appeared u sec. 
200 •• __ •• _____ •••• _ •• _ ••• __ •• _ ••• _._._. __ ._._ •••• ___ • 118k, 1964 edition, and Supp.l. 



TABLE2.-THE HATCH POLITICAL ACTIVITIES ACT, WITH AMENDMENTS, INCLUDING CHANGES AS EFFECTED BY PUBLIC LAW 772 (ItR. 3190), 80TH CONG., 2D SES~,; JUNE25, 1945, AN ACT TO 
REVISE, CODifY, AND ENACT INTO POSITIVE LAW TITLE IS OF THE UNITED STATES CODE, ENTITLED "CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE"-Conllnued 

Date of en-

Hatch Att sections· 
actment, United States statutes at Large citation 

amendment, --'-------------
Former United States Code 

citation 
Effect of reVision on Disposition of section by Public I.~w 722 

section and app'earance in United States Code, 
1964 edition. or codifica- Chapter Section Volume Page 

tion 

Recodified ________________________ Sept. 6,1966 

Sec. 13added _________________________ July 19,1940 
Sec. 14 added ______________________________ do _______ 

Recodified ________________________ Sept. 6,1966 

Sec. 15 added _________________________ .July 19,1940 

Recodified ________________________ Sept. 6,1966 

Sec. 16 added _________________________ July 19,1940 

Recodified ____________________ • ___ Sept. 6,1966 

Sec. 17 added _________________________ July 19,1940 
Sec. IS added ______________________________ do __ c ____ 

Recodlfied ________________________ Sept. 6,1966 

Public 
Law 

89-554 

640 
640 

Public 
LaW 

S9-554 
640 

public 
Law 

89-554 
640 

Public 
Law 

S9-554 
640 
640 

Public 
Law 

S9-554 

1501 
1502 
1503 
1504 
1505 
1506 
L507 
1508 

4 
4 

1,314 

4 

7324 
1501 

4 

73i,-' 

4 
4 

7326 
1503 

80 
80 
SO 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
54 
54 

80 

54 

Sn 
80 

54 

SO 

54 
54 

SO 

403-4 Title 5, sec. lISk ______________ Recodified as 5 
404 _____ do_______________________ U.S.C. 1501, 1502, 
404 _____ do __ ._. __ .. _. _______ .____ 1503,1504, 1505, 
405 _____ do ____________________ .__ 1506, 1507, 1508. 
405 _____ do ______________________ • 
405 _____ do ______ • ______ •• _____ • __ 
406 _____ do ______________________ _ 

406-407 • ____ do ______________________ _ 
767 Title 18, sec. 61m_ •• __________ Repealed ___________ 18 U.S.C., sec. 608 (new). 
767 Title 18, sec. 61n ______________ No change __________ Section not amended, but exclUded from 

525 Title 5, sec. 118k(3) ___________ Recodified as 
5 U.S.C.7324. 

(new) title 18, later omitted from 1952 
edition of United States Code but has 
been transferred to tllle 5 where it ap-
pealed as sec. 1l8k-3. 

767 TlUe IS, sec. 610 ______________ No change __________ Section not amended, but exclUded from 
(new) title 18 and subsequently trans
ferred to title 5 where It appears as sec. 

525 Tille 5, sec.U8L. ____________ Recodified as 5 
404 U.S.C. 7?24, 1501. 

118!. 

767 Title i8, sec. 61p ______________ No change ______ .. __ Section not amended, but exclUded from 
(new) title 18 and subsequently trans
ferred to tltle 5 where it appeared as sec. 
11SIO. 526 TWe 5, sec.1I8m ________ : ____ Recodified as 

5 U.S.C. 7327. 

767 
767 

Title 18, soc. 61q ______________ Repealed ___________ Omitted, being temporary. 
nUe 18, sec. 61r __ ._. ____ • ___ • No change __________ Section not amended

l 
but excluded from 

526 Title 5, sec. USn ______________ Recodified as 5 
404 U.S.C.7326,1503. 

(new) title 18 ana subsequently trans
ferred to title 5 where It appMred as sec; 
llan. . 



Sec. 19 added ________________ • __ ._. ___ July 19,1940:-"" 640 4 

Recodified _________ •• _______ •• ____ Sept. 6,1966 Public 1501 
Law 

89-554 
Sec. 20 added. ___ •••••.••••••••• ______ July 19,1940 640 6 
Sec. 21 added •. _. __ •. _____ •. _ •••• ____ • Oct 24,1942 620 •••••••••• 

Recodified. __ •• _ .. _ .••••• _. ___ • ___ Sept. 6,1966 Public 7324 
Law 1501 

89-554 
Sec. 22 added_. _______ ._ •. _______ ._. __ Apr. 1,1944 150 ____ • ____ _ 

Amended _____ • __ • _______ .-_____ .• Aug, 21,1944 
Sec. 23 added •• ________ •. ______ •. ___ ._ Apr. 1,1944 
Sec. 24 added. ____ • ________ •.• _______ • __ ._.do._. ___ _ 

404 1 148 _. ____ .... 
148 ______ • __ _ 

Sec. 25 added ••. _._. ___ • __ .• ___ • _____ Aug. 21,1944 404 

54 

80 

54 
56 

80 
80 

58 

58 
58 
58 

58 

771 Title 18, sec. 6Is ______________ No change __________ Section not amended, but excluded frOm 
tille 18, and subsequently transferred to 

403 Title 5, sec. k-2 _______________ Recodified as title 5, where it appeared as sec. 118k-2. 
5 U.S.C. 1501. 

772 Title 18, sec. 61L ___ . __ • __ • __ No change ________ ._ 18 U.S.C., sec. 609 (new). 
986 Title 18, sec. 61u ________ .... _______ do ______ • __ ._ •• Section not amended, but excluded from 

525 Title 5, sec.118k-1. ____ •• _____ Recodified as 5 
404 U.S.C. 7324, 1501. 

(new) title 18 and subsequenlly trans
U~~~I:o title 5 where it appeared as sec. 

148-149 Title 8, sec. 6Iv ________________ .... _ ••• _ •• _._. ___ Made temporary by sec. 25 and expired 6 
months after termination 01 hostilities in 
World War II by Presidential Proclamation 

127-728 _____ •. _____ • ________ ..• ______ •• ___ • __________ ..•. No. 2714, Dec. 31, 1946. 
149 Title 18, sec. 6lW ___ • ______________ •• __ •. _____ .____ Do. 
149 Title 18, sec. 6Ix_. ____ • __ • ______ •• ___ •• ___________ Became unnecessary and expired with secs. 

22 and 23. 
728 _____ .. _______________ ••• __ • __ .... _ ••• __ •• __ ...... Temporary and eXpired with secs. 22 and 23. 

I Title VII. as of July 19, 1940. For text of Ihese rules see Executive orders of the President and Civil Service 
Sec. 15 of the Hatch Act incorporated by reference certain civil service rules which were In effect Commission, Form 1236, January 1944. and Pamphlet 20. May 1966. 
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MISCELLANEOUS RELATED ACTS 
AN ACT PROHIBITING THE PUBLICATION AND DISTRI·· 

BUTION OF ELECTION CAMPAIGN STATEMENTS NOT 
CONTAINING THE NAMES OF PERSONS RESPONSIBLE 
THEREFOR 

[Public Law 544, 78th Cong., December 23, 1944, ch. 706, sec. 1-3. 58 Stat. 914; 
repealed, revised, and reenacted into positiVe law as sec. 612 of title 18, U.S.C., 
by Public Law 772, 80th Cong., June 25, 1948; amended by Public Law 732, 
8lst Cong., August 25, 1950, ch. 784, sec. 2, 64 Stat. 475] 

Sec. [1, 2, 3.]32 612. PUBLICATION OR DISTRIBU
TION OF POLITICAL CIRCULARS, ADVERTISEMENTS, 
STATEMENTS, ETC.; INCLUSION OF NAMES OF PER
SONS OR CORPORATIONS RESPONSIBLE; PENALTY. 
(Title 18, U.S.C., 1964 ed., sec. 612, as enacted by 
Public Law 772, 80th Cong., 2d sess., superseding secs. 
1-3, ch. 706, 58 Stat. 914, 915, and 18 U.S.C., secs. 62, 
62a, 62b; amended by Public Law 732, 81st Cong., 
August 25, 1950, ch. 784, sec. 2, 64 Stat. 475.) 

SEC. 612. Publication or distribution of political Political clrcu· 
statements. ~~'t~dcl~:tise-

Whoever willfully publishes or distributes or causes to 
be published or distributed, or for the purpose of publish
ing or distributing the same, knowingly deposits for 
mailing or delivery or causes to be deJ>osited for mailing 
or delivery, or, except in cases of employees of the Post 
Office Department in the official discharge of their duties, 
knowingly transports or causes to be- transported in inter
state commerce any card, pamphlet, circular, poster, 
dodger, advertisement, writing, or other statement relat
ing to or concerning any person who has publicly declared 
his intention to seek the office of President, or Vice 
President of the United SLates, or Senator or Representa
tive in, or Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, Con-
gress, in a primary, general, or special election, or conven- Convention, 
tion of a political party, or has caused or permitted his ~{';:tl~r.J': or 
intention to do so to be publicly declared, which does not 
contain the names of the persons, associations, commit- )I!uat coutain 
tees, or corporations responsible for the publication or ~:;gg:a1J1;~son 
distribution of the same, and the names of the officers of 
each such association, committee, or corporation,shall be 
fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than 
one year, or both. 

'" Sec. 612 of title 18, U.S.C., is qu~ted in the text above as enacted by Public I.aw 
772, 80th Cong., 2<1 sess., as nruendcd by Public Law 732, 81st Cong., 2d sess. The Ilectlon 
is based on sees. 1-3, eh. 706, ll8 Stat. 014, 01ll (18 U.S.C., 1040 ed., sees. 62, 62u, 62b) , 
nnd conSOlidates the three sections. Reference in sec. 2 (sec. 62a) to persous niding and 
abetting was omitted In the revision of title 18 as unnecessary since such persons nrc 
made principals by sec. 2 of the reviacd tit!!" 18. Words "upon conviction" which were 
nlBo contained in said section were omitted by the revisers ns surplusage, as punishmeut 
may not be imposed until after conviction. Other chang~s ,vere made in pllraseology WIth
out chtUlge of substance. (See 80th Cong., 1st sess., H. Rept. No. 304 on H.R. 3190.) 

(41) 



CONTRIBUTIONS BY OR SOLICITATION FROM PERSONS 
OR FIRMS NEGOTIATING FOR OR PERFORMING GOV
ERNMENT CONTRACTS 

[Public Law No. 753, 76th Cong., July 19, 1940, ch. 640, sec. 5, 54 Stat. 772; 
repealed, revised, and reenacted into positive law as sec. 611 of title 18, U.S.C., 
by Public Law 772, 80th Cong., Jllle 25, 19481 

Contributions 
by persons or 
firms having 
United States 
contracts 
forbidden. 

SolicItatIons 
forbidden. 

Pcnalty. 

Sec. [5.] 33 611. CONTRIBUTIONS BY FIRMS OR 
INDIVIDUALS CONTRACTING WITH THE UNITED 
STATES; PENALTY. (Title 18, U.S.C., 196400.; sec. 611, 
as enacted into positive law by Public Law 772, 80th 
Cong., 2d sess.) 

SEC. 611. Whoever, entering into any contract with 
the United States 01' any department or agency thereof, 
either for the rendition of personal services or furnishing 
any material, supplies, or equipment to the United 
States or any department or agency thereof, or selling 
any land or building to the United States or any depart
ment or agency thereof, if payment for the performance 
of such contract or payment for such material, supplies, 
equipment, land, or building is to be made in whole or 
in part frOID funds appropriated by the Congress, during 
the period of negotiation for, or performance under such 
contract or furnishing of material, supplies, equipment, 
land, or buildings, directly or indirectly makes any 
contribution of money or any other thing of value, or 
promises expressly or impliedly to make any such contri
bution, to any political party, committee, or candidate 
for public office or to any person for any political purpose 
01' use; or 

Whoever knowingly solicits any such contribution 
from any such person or fum, for any such purpose during 
any such period-

Shall be fined not more than $5,000 or imprisoned not 
more than five years, or both. 

ll3 'l'his lnw [sec. 1)J wns originnlly enacted as Sec. 1) of the act of July 19. 1940, amending 
the IIlltch Act but is not conslil!>r~d It pnrt of what is commonly referred to ns the 
Hutch Act. 

Sec. Gll of the title 18. U.S.C .• is quoted in the te~t abOVe ns enacted by Publlc Lnw 
772, 80th Cong., 2d sess. The nllW section 611 is bIlsed on former sec. 5, ch, 640, 54 Stat. 
772 (18 U.S.C, sec. 61m-i!) , whIch wns rI1PE'aled. Words "upon conviction thE'reof" 
before "he flned'; were omitted, since lllmIshmcnt mny not be imposed before n conviction 
is secured. Words "or hoth" wer!' adelpd to conform to tbl' nlmost universal formUla of 
the punishment provisions of title IS. A saVing clause at the end of the new sec. 611 was 
omitted fiS 1I1meCeSSfiry. Changes were made in lJhraseoJog~'. (See SOtll Cong., 1St sess., 
II. Rept. No. 304 on II.ll. 3190.) 

(42) 

<v·· ."" 
_____ ,9'4' 
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AN ACT PROHIBITING THE EMPLOYMENT BY THE GOV
-ERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF PERSONS WHO 
ARE DISLOYAL OJ?, WHO PARTICIPATE IN OR ASSERT 
THE RIGHT TO S'rRlKE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES 

[public Law 330, 84th Cong., August 9, 1955, ch. 690, secs. 1-4, 69 Stat. 624-625; 
5 U.S. C., 1964 ed., secs. 118p-1l8r; .June 29, 1956, ch. 479, § 3 (as applicable 
to the Act of Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 690, § 3,69 Stat. 625), 70 Stat. 453; September 
6, 1968, Public Law 89-554, 80 Stat. 525, contained in recodification of title 5, 
United States Code, 5 U.S.C., secs. 7311, 3333, and in 18 U.S. C., sec. 1918] 

5 U.S.C. 7311. LOYALTY AND STRIKING. 
An individual may not accept or hold a position in the 

Government of the United States or the government of 
the District of Columbia if he-

(1) advocates the overthrow of our constitutional 
form of government: 

(2) is a member of an organization that he knows 
advocates the overthrow of OUI' constitutional form 
of government: 

(3) participates in a strike, Or asserts the right to 
strike, against the Government of the United States 
or the government of the District of Columbia; or 

(4) is a member of an 0l"ganization of employees 
of the Government of the United States or of indi
viduals employed by the government of the District 
of Columbia that he knows asserts the right to 
strike against the Government of the United States 
or the government of the District of Columbia. 

5 U.S.C. 3333. EMPLOYEE AFFIDAVIT; LOYALTY 
AND STRIKING AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. 

(a) Except as provided by subsection (b) of this sec
tion, an individual who accepts office or employment in 
the Government of the United States or in the govern
ment of the District of Columbia shall execute an affi
davit within 60 days after accepting the office or em
ployment that his acceptance and holding of the office 
or employment does not or will not violate section 7311 
of this title. The affidavit is prima facie evidence that 
the acceptance and holding of office or employment by 
the affiant does not or will not violate section 7311 of 
this title. 

(b) An affidavit is not required from an individual 
employed by the Government of the United States or 
the government of the District of Columbia for less than 
60 days for sudden emergency work involving the loss of 
human life or the destruction of property. This subsection 
does not relieve an individual from liability for violation 
of section 7311 of this title. 

(43) 
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18 U.S.C. 1918. DISLOYALTY AND ASSERTING THE 
RIGHT TO STRIKE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. 

Whoever violates the provision of section 7311 of 
title 5 that a:~ .individual may not accellt or hold a 
position in the Government of the United States or the 
government of the District of Oolumbia if he-

(1) advocates the overthrow of our constitutional 
form of government; 

(2) is a member of an organization that he knows 
advocates the overthrow of our constitutional form 
of government; 

(3) participates in a strili:e, 01' asserts the right 
to strili:e, against the Government of the United 
States 01' the government of the District of Oolum
bia; or 

(4) is a member of an organization of employees 
of the Government of the United States or of 
individuals employed by the government of the 
District of Oolumbia that he knows asserts the 
right to strili:e against the Government of the United 
States 01' the government of the District of 
Columbia; 

shall be fined not more than $1,000 01' imprisoned not 
more than one year and a day, 01' both. Added Public 
Law 89-554, § 3 (d), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 609. 

SECTION 7311 
Derivation: United States Code 

5 U.S.C. 118p 

~Uncodifiedl 

RevIsed Statutes and Statoltes at Large 
Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 690, § I, 69 Stat. 

624. 
June 29, 1956, ch. 479, § 3, (as 

applicable to the Act of Aug. 9, 
1955, ch. 690, § 1, 69 Stat. 624), 
70 Stat. 453. 

The word {(position" is coextensive with and is 
substituted for "office 01' employment". 

In paragraphs (1) and (2), the words "in the Unit ed 
States" in former section 118p(1), (2) are omitted as 
unnecessary in view of the reference to "our constitu
tional form of government". 

In paragraphs (3) and (4), the reference to the "gov_ 
ernment of the District of Oolumbia" is added on 
authority of the Act of June 29, 1956, in order to make 
these paragraphs meaningful with respect to individuals 
employed by the government of the District of Columbia. 
The words IIFrom and after July 1, 1956/, appearing 
in the Act of June 29, 1956, are omitted as executed. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the 
definitions applicable. 
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SECTION 3333 

Derivation: United Stutrs Codo Revised Statutes and Statutes at Lar~e 
Aug. 9, 1955, ch. 690, § 2, 69 Stat. 

624, 
5 U.S.C. 118q 

[Uncodified] June 29, 1955, ch. 479, § 3 (as 
applicable to the Act of Aug. 9, 
1955, ch. 690, § 2, 69 Stat. 624), 
70 Stat. 453. 

The section is restated for clarity and to conform to the style 
of section 3332. 

In subsection (a), the words "after August 9, 1955" ate omitted 
as executed. The words "if the affidavit is executed prior to accept
ance of such office or employment" nre omitted as unnecessary. 
The words "From and o.fter July 1, 1956", appearing in the Act 
of June 29, 1956, are omitted as executed. 

Standard changes are made to conform with the definitions 
applicable. 

18 U.S;C. § 1918 

Derivntion: 'United States Code Revised Statutes and Statutes at Large 
Aug. 9, 1955, ch, 690, § 3, 69 

Stat. 625. 
5 U.S.C. 1181' 

[Uncodified] Jlme 29, 1956, ch. 479, § 3 (as 
applicable to the Act of Aug. 9, 
1955, ch. 690, § 3, 69 Stat. 
625), 70 Stat. 453. 

The section is rewritten to conform to the style of title 18. The 
statement of the acts prohibited is supplied from the Act of Aug, 9, 
1955, ch. 690, § 1, 69 Stat. 624, which is codified in section 7311 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

The words "From and after July 1, 1956", appearing in the Act 
of June 29, 1956, are omitted as executed. 

The words "shall be guilty of a felony" are omitted as unnec
essary in view of the definitive section 1 of this title, 

I 



FEDERAL LOYALTY AND SECURITY OATHS REQUIRED 
IN EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ALL FEDERAL 
OFFICES 

Oitation.-R.S. § 1757, as amended by Act of May 13,1884 (23 Stat. 
22, c. 46 §§ 2, 3); 5 U.S.O. § 16; as recodified, 80 Stat. 424; 5 U.S.C. 
§ 3331: 

Oath required-jorm.-The oath to be taken by any person elected 
or appointed to any office of honor or profit either in the civil or 
uniformea services, except President of the United States shall be as 
follows: . 

I, A B, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestio; 
that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation 
freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will 
well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter. 
So help me God. 

This section does not affect other oaths required by law. 
Oustody oj oath.-The oath of office taken by an individual under 

section 3331 of this title [5 U.S.O.}, shall be delivered by him to, and 
preserved by, the House of Oongress, agency, or court to which the 
office pertains (5 U.S.O. § 2906). 

(46) 
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API~OINTMEIH AFFIDAVITS 

IMPORTANT.-Before swearing or affirming to these appointment affidavils, YOII should read and understand 
the attached information for appoin!oo 

.. -. .,... ..... -~-----,.-.--.,.~----.,. ..... --.. -------- .-_._------....... _-------... ..,...-
(PJ)llUon to whtch :lppoint.cd) (Dalct of Jl,ppolntJr.en.U .. 

(Plat" or empl01m~n!) 

I, ...... _ ... __ .....•.... _._ .... __ ._.~_ .. _. __ . ___ . ____ .. _____ I do solemnly swear (or af!inn) that;-

A. OATH OF OFFICE 
I 11'111 support "nd defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign lind domes

tic; that I wi1l beal' true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligati.on freely', without any 
mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will.weU alld faithfully discharge the duties of the office 
On which I am about to enb'r. SO HELP ME GOD. 
B. AFFIDAVIT AS TO SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY AND AFFILIATION 

I am not a Communist Or Fascist. I do not advocate :,or am I lmowingly II member of any orga
nization that advocates the overthrow of the constitutional form of the Government of the United States, 
01' which seeks by foree or violence to deny other 'persons tileir rights under the Const!tution of the United 
States. I do further SWear (or affirm) that I '~iIl not so advocate, nor will I lmowingTy become a mem
ber of such organization during the period that I am an employee of the Fedem Government or IIny agency 
thereof. 
C. AFFIDAVIT AS TO STRIKING AGAINST THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

1 am not participating in any strike against the Government of the United S!atea or any agency 
thereof. and I will 110t so participate While an employee of the Government of the United States or any 
agency thereof. 1 do not and will not assert the right to strike against the Goveinment of the United 
States oi' any agency thereof while an employee of the Government of the UnitedStates or IIny agency there
of. 1 do further swear (or affirm) that I lIin not knowingly a member of an organization of Government 
employees that asserts the right to strike against the Government of the United States or any agency thereof 
and 1 will not, while an employee of the Government of the United. states Or any agency tbereof,lmowingly 
become a member of such "n organization. • 
D. AFFIDAVIT AS TO PURCHASE AND SALE OF O'FFICE 

I have not, nor has anyone acting in my behalf, given, transferred, promised orpaid any consideration 
for or in expectation or hope of receiving assistance in securing this appointment. 

Subscribed and swor11 (or IIffirmed) befol'eme this ___ day of _____ , _____ A.D. 19 __ • 

at __ .. _____ . ___ ... ______ _ 
(CltJ) 

[SEAL] 

Commission expires _ .. __ ... _ .... _. _____ _ 
(It 11,. a. Nct.II.rY Publk, the da~ Dr 1.'"ItPirlltioQ. 

or his Commlulol1 ahOuld be ahown) 
---....,'T""U"'".j-------.. --·-

Nf'Yri!.-Tne oath of offiCI! 111tUl't be administered by a pCT60n specified itt- 5 U.s.C. ~90:J. The Wl»"cllt usa HELP ME GOD;~ ifi 
t!(4 oath a.nd tile word "swear" wlierever it appears J1Q01,re should be l1trickeu out wlt~n. the appointee ~lect!J to affirm 
'1'ather .tlu:Jn sweaT to the affidavits; only ULtse wordtr 7itay be sticken. and qnlv wh~ th~ appointee decttt to affirm the. 
affidavlt8. 

! 
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COMMUNIST CONTROL ACT OF 1954; MEMBERSHIP IN 
COMMUNIST PARTY; LIABILITY TO PENALTIES OF 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950' 

[Public Law 637, 83d Cong., August 24, 1954, ch. 886, sees. 1-5, 68 Stat. 775-776, 
50 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., sees. 841-844] 

Communist 
Control .Act 
of 11lti4. 

60 U.S. Code, 
sec. 841. 

SEC. 1. This Act may be cited as the "Communist 
Control Act of 1954". 

FINDINGS OF F .ACT 

SEC. 2. The Congress hereby finds and declares that 
the Communist Party of the United States, although 
purportedly a political party, is in fact an instrumen
tality of a conspiracy to overthrow the Government of 
the United States. It constitutes an authoritarian dic
ta.torship within a republic, demanding for itself the 
rights and privileges accorded to political parties j but 
denying to all others the liberties guaranteed by the 
Constitution. Unlike political parties, which evolve 
their policies and programs through public means, by 
the reconciliation of a wide variety of individual views, 
and submit those policies and programs to the electorate 
at large for approval or disapproval, the policies and 
programs of the Communist Party are secretly prescribed 
for it by the foreign leaders of the world Communist, 
movement. Its members ha,"e no part in determining 
its goals, and are not permitted to voice dissent to party 
objectives. Unlike members of political parties, mem
bers of the Communist Party ate recruited for indoc
trination with respect to its objectives and methods, and 
are organized, instructed, and disciplined to carry: into 
action slavishly the assignments given them by their 
hierarchical chieftains. Unlike political parties, the Com
munist Party acknowledges no constitutional or statu
tory limitations upon its conduct or· upon that of its 
members. The Communist Party is relatively small nu
merically, and gives scant indication of capacity ever to 
attain its ends by lawful political means. The peril in
herent in its operation arises not from its numbers, but 
from its failure to acknowledge any limitation as to the 
nature of its activities) llnd its dedication to the proposi
tion that the present constitutionlll Government of the 
United States ultimately must be brought to ruin by any 
available means, including resort to force and violence. 
Holding that doctrine, it..., role us the agency of a hostile 
foreign power renders its existence it clear present and 
continuing danger to the security of the United States. 

(48) 
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It is the me" ,3 whereby individuals are seduced into the 
service of the world Oommunist movement, trained to 
do its bidding, and directed and controlled in the con
spiratorial performance of their revolutionary services. 
Therefore, the Communist Party should be outlawed. 

PROSCRIBED ORGANIZATIONS 

SEC. 3. The Oommunist Party of the United States, or 
any successors of such party regardless of the assumed 
name, whose object or. purpose is to 'overthrow the 
Government of the United States, or the ~overnment of 
any State, Territory, District, or possesslOn thereof or 
the government of I1ny political subdivision therein by 
force and violence, are not entitled to any of the rights, 
privileges, and immunities attendant upon legal bodies 
created under the jurisdiction of the laws of the United 
States or any political subdivision thereof; and what
ever rights, privileges, and immunities which have here
tofore been granted to said party or any subsidiary 
organization by reason of the laws of the United States or 
any political subdivision thereof, are hereby terminated: 
Promded, however, That nothing in this section shall be 
construed as amending the Internal Securit,y Act of 1950, 
as amended. 

SEC. 4. (a) Whoever knowingly and willfully becomes 
or remains a member of (1) the Communist Party, or (2) 
any other organization having for one of its purposes or 
objectives the establishment, control, conduct, seizure, 
or overthrow of the Government of the United States, 
or the government of any State or political subdivision 
thereof, by the use of force or violence, with knowledge of 
the purpose or obj ective of such organization, shall be 
subject to all the provisions and penalties of the Internal 
Security Act of 1950, as amended, as a member of a 
"Oommunist-action'1 organization. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term "00m-
munist Party" means the organization now known as the 
Communist Party of the United States of America, the' 
Oommunist Party of any State or subdivision thereof, 
and any unit or ;·,ubdivision of any such organization, 
whether or not any change is hereafter made in the 
name thereof. 

SEC. 5. In determining membership or participation 
in the Communist Party or any other organization de
fined w this Act, or knowledge of the purpose or objective 
of such party or organization, the jury, under instructions 
from the court, shall consider evidence, if presented, as 
to whether the accused person: 

(1) Has been listed to his kllowledge as a member in 
any book or any of the Ii , 'j records, correspondence/or 
any other document, of the organization; 
.. (2). Has made financial contribution to th,e organiza
tlOn ill dues, assessments, loans, or in any other form; 

50 u.s. Code, 
sec. 842. 

Unlawful act. 

50 U.S. Code, 
sec. 843. 

Definition. 

Evidence for 
determination. 

50 V.S. Code, 
see. 844. 

I 
I 
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(3) Has made himself subject to the discipline of the 
organization in any form whatsoever; 

(4) Has executed orders, plans, or directives of any 
kind of the organization; . . '. 

(5) Has acted as an agent, courier, messenger, corre
spondent, organizer, or in any other capacity in behalf of 
the organization; 

(6) Has conferred with officers or other members of 
the organization in behalf of any plan or enterprise of the 
organization; . 

(7) Has been accepted to his knowledge as an officer or 
member of the organization or as one to be called upon 
for services by other officers or members of the organi
zation; . 

(8) Has written, spoken or in any other way com
municated by signal, semaphore, sign, or in any otb.a' 
form of communication orders, directives, or pltLtls of 
the organization; 

(9) Has prepared documents, pamphlets, leaflets1 

books, or any other type of publication in behalf of the 
objectives and purposes of the organization; 

(10) Has mailed, shipped, circulated, distributed, de
livered, or in any other way sent or delivered to others 
material or propaganda of any kind in behalf of the 
organization; 

(11) Has advised, counseled or in any other way 
imparted information, suggestions, recommendations to 
officers or members of the organization or to anyone else 
in behalf of the objectives of the organization; 

(12) Has indicated by word, action, conduct, writing 
or in any other way a willingness to carry out in any 
manner and to any degree the plans, designs, objectives, 
or purposes of the organization; 

(13) Has in any other way participated in the activi
ties, planning, actions, objectives, or purposes of the 
organization j 

(14) The enumeration of the above subjects of evidence 
on membership or participation in the Communist P~.rty 
or any other organization as above defined, shall not 
limit the inquily into and consideration of any other 
subject of evidence on membership and participation as 
herein stated. 

• - .. --4 

)t . , 

e~ . 
. -"',-,";. 



, 

PERTINENT STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE 

RULE XLIIi 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

1. A Senator or person who has declared or otherwise made known 
his intention to seek nolnination or election, or who has filed papers or 
petitions for nolnination or election, or on whose behalf a declaration 
or nolninating paper or petition has been made or filed, or who has 
otherwise, directly or indirectly, ,manifested his intention to seek 
nolnination or election, pursuant to State law, to the office of United 
States Senator, may accept a contribution from-

e a) a fundraising event organized and held primarily in his 
behali, provided-

(1) he has expressly given hiRapproval of the fundraising 
event to the sponsors before any funds were raised; and 

(2) he receives a complete and accurate accounting of the 
source, amounts, and disposition of the funds raised; or 

(b) an individual or an organization, provided &e Senator 
makes a complete and accurate accounting of the source, 
amount, and disposition of the funds received; or 

(c) his political party when such contributions were from a 
fundraising event sponsored by his party, without giving his 
express approval for such funClraising event when such fund
raIsing event is for the purpose of providing contributions for 
candidates of his party and such contributions are reported by the 
Senator or candidate for Senator as provided in paragraph (b). 

2. The Senator may use the contribution only to in.fluence his 
nomination for election, or his election, and shall not use, ~ directly 
or indirectly, any part of any contribution for any oth~'r purpose, 
except as otherwise provided herein. 

3. Nothing in this rule shall preclude the use of contributions to 
defray expenses for travel to and from each Senator's home State; 
for printing and other expenses in connection with the mailing of 
speeches, newsletters, and reports to a Senator's constituents; for 
expenses of radio, television, and news media methoGs of reporting 
to a Senator's constituents i for telephone, telegraph, postage, and 
stationery expenses in excess of allowance; and for newspaper sub
scriptions from his home State. 

4. All gifts in the aggregate amount or value of $50 or more received 
by a Senator from any single source during a year, except a gift from 
his spouse, child, or parent, and except a contribution under sections 1 
and 2, shall be reported under rule XLIV. 

5. This rule shall take effect ninety days after adoption. 

I S. jour. 247, 90-2, Mar. 22, 1!Hl8. 
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R ill.JE XLIII ! 

POLITICAL FUND ACTIVITY BY OFFICERS AND· EMPLOYEES 

1. No officer or employee whose salary is paid by the Senate may 
receive, solicit, be the custodian of, or distribute any funds in con
nection "with any campaign for the nomination for election, or the 
election of any individual to be a Member of the Senate or to any other 
Federal office. This prohibition does not apply to any assistant to a 
Senator who has been designated by that Senator to perform any of 
the functions described in the first sentence of this paragraph and who 
is compensated at a rate in excess of $10,000 per annum if such 
designation has been made in writing and filed with the Secretary of 
the Senate. The Secretary of the Senate shall make the designation 
av-ailable for public inspection. 

2. This rule shall take effect sixty days after adoption. 

RULE XLIV! 

DISCLOSURE OF FINANCIAL INTERESTS 

1. Each Senator or person who has declared or otherwise made 
known his intention to seek nomination or election, or who has filed 
papers or petitions for nomination or election, or on whose behalf a 
declaration or nominating paper or petition has been made or filed, or 
who has otherwise, directly or indirectly, manifested his intention to 
seek nomination or election, pursuant to State law, to the office of 
United States Senfl.tor, and each officer or employee of the Senate 
who is compensated at a rata in excess of $15,000 a year, shall file w1th 
the Comptroller General of the United States, in a sealed envelope 
marked "Confidential Personal Financial Disclosure oL __________ _ 

(Name) 
____________________________________ )I, before the 15th day of 
Ivfay in each year, the following reports' of his personal financial 
interests ;. 

(a) a copy of the returns of taxes, declarations, statements, or 
other documents which he, or he and his spouse jointly, made 
for the preceding year in compliance with the income tax pro
visions of the Internal Revenue Code; 

(b) the amount or value and source of each fee or compensation 
of $1,000 or more received by him during the preceding year from 
a client; 

(c) the na:me and address of each business or professional 
corporation, firm, or enterprise in whi<;h he was an officer, director, 
partner, proprietor, or employee who received oompensation dur
during the }J1'eceding year and the amount of such compensation; 

(d) the identity of each interest in real or personal property 
having a value of $10,000 or more which he owned at any time 
during the preceding year; , 

(e) the identity of each trust or other fiduciary relation in which 
he held a beneficial interest having a value of'$10,00U or more, 
and the identity if known of each interest of the trust 'Or other 
fiduciary relation in real or personal propertyin which the Senator, 
officer, or employee held a beneficial interest having a value of 

I s. lour. 247, 90-2, Mar. 22, 1968. 
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$10,000 or more, at any time during the preceding year. If he 
cannot obtain the identity of the fiduciary interests, the Senator, 
officer, or employee shall request the fiduciary to report that 
information to the Oomptroller General in the same manner that 
reports are filed under this rule; 

(f) theidentit:r of each liability of $5,000 or more owned by him, 
or by him and Ius spouse jointly, at any time during the preceding 
year; and 

(g) the source and value of all gifts in the aggre~ate alllount 
or value of $50 or more from any single souroe reoelved by him 
during the preceding year. 

2. Except as otherwise provided by this section, all papers filed 
under section 1 of this rule shall be kept by the Oomptroller General 
for not less than seven years, and while so kept shall remain sealed. 
Upon receipt of a resolution of the Select Oommittee on Standards and 
Oonduct, adopted by a recorded maj ority vote of the full committee, 
requesting the transmission to the committee of any of the reports 
filed by any individual under section 1 of this rule, the Oomptroller 
General shall transmit to the committee the envelopes containing such 
reports. Within a reasonable time after such recorded vote has been 
taken, the individual concerned shall be informed of the vote to ex
amine and audit, and shall be advised of the nature and scope of such 
examination. When any sealed envelope containing any such report is 
received by the committee, such envelope may be opened and the 
contents thereof may be examined only by members of the. committee 
in executive session. If, upon such examination, the committee deter
mines that further consideration by the committee is warranted and is 
within the jurisdiction of the committee, it may make the contents of 
any such envelope available for any use by any member of the com
mittee, or any member of the staff of the committee, which is required 
for the discharge of his official duties. The committee may receive the 
papers as evidence, after giving to the individual concerned due notice 
and opportunity for hearing in a closed session. The Oomptroller 
General shall report to the Select Oommittee on Standards and Oon
duct not later than the 1st day of June in each year the names of 
Senators, officers, and employees who have filed a report. Any paper 
which has been filed with the Oomptroller General for longer than 
seven years, in accordance with the provisions of this section, shall be 
returned to the individual concerned or his legal representative. In the 
event of t.he death or termination of service of a Member of the Senate, 
an officer or employee, such papers shall be returned unopened to such 
individual, or to the surviving spouse or legal representative of such 
individual within one year of such death or termination of service. 

3. Each Senator or person who has declared or otherwise made 
known his intention to seek nomination or eleotion, or who has filed 
papers or petitions for nomination or election, or on whose behalf a 
declaration or nominating paper or petition has been made or filed, or 
who has otherwise, directly or indirectly, manifested his intention to 
seek nomination or election, pursuant to State law, to the office of 
United States Senator, and each officer or employee of the Senate who 
is compensated at a rate in excess of $15,000 a.year, shall file with the 
Secretary of the Senate, before the 15th day of. May in each year, the 
following reports of ills personal financial interests: 

(a) the accounting required by rule XLII for all contributions 
received by him during the preceding year, except that contribu-

~ , 
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tions in the aggregate amount or value of less than $50 received 
from any single source during the reporting period may be totaled 
without further itemization; and 

(b) the amount or value and source of each honorarium of $300 
or more received by him during the preceding year. 

4. All papers filed under section 3 of this rule shall be kept by the 
Secl'eta:ry of the Senate for not less than three years and shall be made 
available promptly for public inspection and copying. 

5. This rule shall take effect on July It 1968. No reports shall be 
filed for any period before office or employment was held with the 
Senate, or during a period of office or employment ,vith the Senate of 
less than ninety days ina year; except that the Senator, or officer or 
employee of the Senate, may file a copy of the return of taxes for the 
year 1968, or a report of substantially equivalent information for only 
the effective part of the year 1968. , 



CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION REGULATIONS 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY OF FEDERAL OFFICERS AND 

EMPLOYEES 34 

I. GENERAL PROHIBITIONS AND EXCEPTIONS 

The broadest and most widely applicable restrictions on political 
activity of Federal officers and employees are contained in section 4.1 
of Civil Service Rule IV and in section 9 (a) 35 of the Hatch Act. In 
practically the same words, these provisions prohibit the following: 

(1) Using official authority or influence for the purpose of inter
fering with an election or affecting its results. 

(2) Taking an active part in political management or in political 
campaigns. 

CIVIL SERVICE RULE IV 

Section 4.1 of Civil Service Rule IV reads as follows: 
Prohibitions against political activity.-No person employed in the executive 

branch of the Federal Government, or any agency or department thereof, shall use 
his official authority or influence for the purpose of ~,' Urfering with an election or 
affecting the result thereof. No person occupyir (I,":,;osition in the competitive 
service shall take an active part in political managetl,',nt or in political campaigns, 
except as may be provided by or pursuant to statute. All such persons shall retain 
the right to vote as they may choose and to express their opinions on all political 
subjects and candidates. 

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Each officer and employee is responsible for refraining from pro
hibited political activity. He is presumed to be acquainted with the 
legal provisions applicable to him, and his ignorance of them will 
not excuse a l7iolation. If he is in doubt as to whether any particular 
activity is prohibited, he should present the matter in writing to the 
United States Oivil Service Oommission before engaging in the activity. 

II. JURISDICTION OF THE COMMISSION 

EMPLOYEES IN THE COMPETITIVE SERVICE 

There is no language in the Hatch Act that fixes responsibility for 
enforcement of the prohibitions against political activity of Federal 
officers and employees. 

However, it is important to note that the prohibitive language of 
section 9(a) of the Hatch Act is substantially the same as that of 
section 4.1 of Oivil Service Rule IV. The oivil Service Oommission's 
jurisdiction in political-activity matters was not affected by passage 
of the Hatch Act. 

at Civil Service CommiSSion Pamphlet 2o-May,l966. 
3.\ The United States Supreme Court,ln an opinion (330 U.S. 75), afllrmed a jUdgment of the District Cour t 

of the United states for the DiStrict of Oolumbia holding that the proviSions of section 9(a) oftha Hatch Act 
were not unconstitutional. For section 9(a), now, see, 5 U.S.C. § 7324. . _ _ ' 

(55) 
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Section 15 of the Hatch Act provides that the activities that are 
prohibited by the act are those that the Oommission had theretofore 
determined were prohibited, under the civil-service rules, on the part 
of employees in the competitive civil service. 

Thus, under Oivil Service Rule IV and under the Hatch Act, the 
Oivil Service Oommission has authority to enforce prohibitions against 
political activity of Federal officers· and employees whose positions 
are in the competitive civil service. 

(Excepted Service.-The employing agency has the responsibility 
of enforcing the restrictions against political activity in the cases of 
those employees occupying positions specifically. excepted from the 
provisions of the Oivil Service Act and Rules.) 

PENALTY PROVISIONS 

The Attorney General has held (40 A.G. 14) that where both the 
law and the rule are VIolated the statutory penalty is mandatory. 

An officer or employee found to have violated the restrictions 
imposed by section 9 (a) of the Hatch Act and section 4.1 of Oivil 
Service Rule IV must be immediately removed from the position or 
office held by him and-in accordance with a decision by the Oomp
troller General (25 Oomp. Gen. 271)-may not be employed again 
in any position the salary or compensation of which is payable under 
the same appropriation as the position from which removed. This 
restriction is not limited to the appropriation act for any particular 
fiscal year. 

If, however, the Oommission determines by lillanimous vote that 
the violation does not warrant removal, it may impose a lesser penalty 
under the terms of the amendment to the Hatch Act of August 25, 
1950, but the penalty so imposed must bf\ at least a 30-day suspension. 

In an opinion of the Attorney General of September 12, 1947 (40 
A.G. 545) it was held that the penalty provisions of the Hatch Act 
require the removal of an employee from the civil-service position or 
office that he is holding at the time his violation of the act is estab
lished, despite the fact that this position may be different from that 
held at the time the violation occurred; It is immaterial whether the 
second civil-service position has been obtained by transfer, promotion, 
or reappointment. " 

AUTHORITY UNDER RULE Y 

Section 5.4(a) of Oivil Service Rule V reads as follows: 
Whenever the Commission finds that any person has been appoinwd to or is 

holding a position in violation of the Civil Service Act, Rules or Regulations, or 
that any officer or employee in the executive branch has violated this order or any 
of the laws, rules or regulations adminiEtered by the Commission, it.is authorized, 
after giving due notice and opportunity for explanation to the officer or employee 
and the agenoy concerned, to certify the facts to the proper appointing officer with 
specifio instructions as to discipline or dismissal or other corrective actions. 

Section 5.4(e) of Oivil Service R,ule V reads as follows: 
If the appointing officer fails to carry out the instuctions of the Commission 

issued under Section 4(a) of this Rule the Commission shall certify the facts to the 
head of the agency concerned. If the head of the agency fails to carry out the 
instructions of the Commission within ten days after receipt thereof, the Commis
sion shall certify the facts to the Comptroller General of the United States, and 
shall furnish a copy of such certification to the head of the agency concerned; and 
thereafter no payment shall be made of the salary or wages' accruing to the 
employee concerned. 
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The General Accounting Office is without jurisdiction to review the 
determinations of the Civil Service Commission under Rule V and, 
upon certification by the Commission that an employee is holding a 
position in violation of the Civil Service Act and rules, the General 
AccountinO' Office has no alternative to withholding credit for pay
men ts made for salary or compensation (decision, Comp troller General, 
July 20, 1939, to the Postmaster General). 

COMMISSION PROCEDURE 

In taking action on alleged violations of section 4.1 of Civil Service 
Rule IV and section 9 of the Hatch Act, the Civil Service Commission 
proceeds under regulations that provide for--

(1) Investigation of the complaint by representatives of the Com
mission and the employing agency_ 

(2) Issuance of charges, where there is prima facie proof of prohibited 
political activity, with a description of the specific charges and an 
opportunity to respond in writing. 

(3) Issuance of an initial decision by the General Oounsel with the 
right of appeal to the Commissioners. 

(4) A hearing, unless waived by the employee with the concurrence 
of the General Oounsel. 

The Commission's procedure applies in the cases of those employees 
who resigned from their positions prior to a final determination by the 
Commission. 

The Commission's regulations also provide for the reconsideration of 
the record, as authorized by law, upon request, of employees who were 
removed between August 2, 1939, and August 25, 1950, for established 
political-activity violations, to determine whether the violations were 
such as to warrant a penalty of less than removal. 

III. APPLICABILITY OF RULE AND STATUTE 

GENERAL STATEMENT 

In the absence of specific statutory exemption, the basic political
activity restrictions apply to any person employed in the executive 
branch of the Federal Government, or any agency or departmert 
thereof, or in the government of the District of Oolumbia. Some per
sons are subject to these restrictions by virtue both of section 4.1 of 
Civil Service Rule IV and of section 9(a) of the Hatch Act; others are 
subject to them solely by virtue of section 9(a) of the Hatch Act. 

Section 4.1 of Civil Service Rule IV applies to all employees in the 
competitive service. 

Section 9(a) of the Hatch Act applies to all persons employed in the 
executive branch of the Federal Government 36 whether or not suc~ 
persons are in the competitive service. The effect of section 9(a) of the 
statute is to place the same restrictions upon the political activities of 
all officers and emIJloyees of the executive branch of the Government 
that section 4.1 of Civil Service Rule IV places upon the political activ
ities of officers and employees in the competitive service. 

36 Except (a) the President and Vice President of the United States; (b) persons whose compensation is paid 
from the appropriatIon for the office of the President; (e) heads and assistant heads of executive departments; 
and (d) officers who are appointed by the President by aud with the advice and consent oithe Senate, and 
who detennine policies to be pursued by tho United States In Its relations with foreign powers or in tho 
Natlona-wlde administration of Federal laws. 
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Section 14 of the Hatch Act (5 U.S,C. 118-k-3) provides: "For 
the purposes of this Act, persons employed in the government of the 
District of Columbia shall be deemed to be employed in the executive 
branch of the Government of the United States, except that for the 
purposes of the second sentence of Section 9(a) the Commissioners 
and the Recorder of Deeds of the District of Columbia shall not be 
deemed to be officers or employees." 

GROUPS OF EMPLOYEES 

Postmaster8 and post office employees.-AJl postmasters and acting 
postmasters, all employees in post offices of the first, second, and third 
classes, and all special delivery messengers in post offices of the first 
class are subject to the political-activity restrictions of Civil Service 
Rule IV and section 9 of the Hateh Act. 

Persons employed on an irregular or occasional basis.-Persons who 
are employed on an irregular or occasional basis, e.g., experts and con
sultants on a per diem basis, w.o.c. and ,w.a.e. employees, etc., are 
subject to the political activity restrictions of the Hatch Act while in 
an active duty status only and for the entire 24 hours of any day of 
actual employment. The employing agency has the duty of enforce
ment in the cases of those employees occupying positions in the 
excepted service. 

Temporary, part-time, and emergency employees.-Temporary, part
time, and emergency employees are subject to the statute and the rule. 

Employees on leave.-An employee who is subject to the basic 
political-activity prohibitions while on active duty is subject to them 
while on leave with pay, leave without pay, or furlough, and incurs 
the same penalties for an offense committed while in leave or furlough 
status as for an offense committed while on active duty. However, 
if lump-sum payment is made for accumulated annual leave and the 
person involved is on terminal leave, he is not subject to the political
activity restrictions during the period covered by the lump-sum pay- . 
ment or thereafter. 

It is not permissible for an employee to take leave of absence for the 
purpose of working with a political candidate,committee, or organiza
tion, or for the purpose of becoming a candidate for office with the 
tmderstanding that he will resign his position if nominated or elected. 

Persons not subject to political-activity restrictions.-The political
activity restrictions of section 9 of the Hatch Act and section 4.1 of 
Civil Service Rule IV do not apply to the follo,v.ing persons; 

EXECUTIVE BRANcn 

The President and Vice President of the United States. 
Persons who are compensated from the appropriation for the Office of the 

President. 
Heads and assistant heads of departments. 
Officers who are appointed by the President by and with the advice and consent 

of the Senate, and who determine policies to be pursued by the United States in its 
relations with foreign powers or in the Nation-wide administration of Federal laws. 

Ambassadors of the United States. 
Ministers of the United States. 

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

'Officers and employees of thelegisiative branch of the Federal Government, 
including secretaries and clerks of Members of Congress and cong,ressional 
committees. ' , 
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JUDICIAL BRANCH 

Officers and employees of the judicial branch of the Federal Government, in
cluding United states Commissioners, clerks of United States courts, referees in 
bankruptcy, and their secretaries, deputies, and clerks. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

The Commissioners of the District of Columbia.aT 
The Recorder of Deeds of the District of Columbia.3s 

OTHER 

Officers or employees of any educational or research institution, establishment 
agency, or system that is supported in whole or in paTt by any State or political 
subdivision, or the District of Columbia, or by any Territory or Territorial pos
session of the United States, or by any recognized religious, philanthropic, or 
cultural organization. 

Persons who are retained from time to time to perform special services on a 
fee basis and who take no oath of office, fee attorneys, inspectors, appraisers, and 
management brokers for the Home .oWllers' Loan Corporation and special fee 
attorneys for the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 

Persons who receive benefit payments such as old-age assistance and unem
ployment compensation under the Social Security Act, rural-rehabilitation grants, 
and payments under the agricultural conserv1ttion program. 

Persons retired from the Federal service, unless reemployed in the executive 
branch of the Federal Government. 

Persons serving as star route and contract carriers and clerks in fourth-class 
post offices, provided such persons are not at the same time holding other Govern-
ment employment.. . 

Employees of the Alaska Railroad residing in municipalities on the line of the 
railroad in respect to activities involving the municipality in which they reside.as 

:tt EXemption annUlled by adoption of Reorganization Plan No.3 of 1967. 
3. Included by administrative deciSion withiu prohibition of Hatch Act. 

o 
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