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INTRODUCTION

The following report is a statistical description of characteristics of inwates rglgaged to the
street from Massachusetts correctional institutions during 1977 with correspond}ng recidivism rates.
The statistics are available for men released from MCI's Walpole, Concord, F;amlngham, Norfolk, SECC
(Southeastern Correctional Center), the three forestry camps (Plymouth,.Wa¥w1ck and.Mgnrog), seven
drug rehabilitation pre-release facilities (Hospitality House, Drug Addlgtlon Rehayllltatlon Center,
Meridian House, center for attitude change, Boston VA Hospital, Third Nail, and Trio House), fourtgen
pre-release centers (BOSP (Boston Offenders Service Project)! 577 House, 699 gouse, Temporary Housing,
Shirley, Boston State, Coolidge House, Brooke House, South Middlesex, Park Drive, Pancaster, Norfolk
Pre—Release, Medfield, and Metac), and four other facilities (Lemuel Shattuck Hospital, RDC (Reception
Diagnostic Center), Bridgewater State Hospital for the Criminally Insane and the Sexually Dangerous
Persons Treatment Center). Statistics are also available for women released from MCI-Framingham and
two pre-release centers (Charlotte House and Brooke House). A total of 1138 individuals (1007 males
and 131 women) were released from the correctional institutions listed above. The follow—up period
is for one year from the date of the individual's release to the community. A recidivist is defingd
as any person who returns to a state or federal correctional institution, or to a house of correction
or jail for 30 days or more. ‘ -

Information contained in this report includes statistics on recidivism rates of inmate charac-
teristics with regard to release variables, nature of present offense, personal background character-
istics criminal history, furlough participation, and release follow-up variables. The tables which
follow contain two types of information: (1) statistical data describing the characteristics of in-
mates released from each correctional facility during 1977; and (2) the rates of recidivism cross
tabulated with each of the categories of the statistical data for these individuals.

In reading the tables in the report, the reader should note the following. (1) This release

- population is divided according to the institution of release. (2) N represents the number of people
who fall into the corresponding category in the table. (3) P represents the percentage of the number
of individuals in a particular category to the total number of individuals released from that institu-
tion (column percents}.  (4) PR (Recidivism Rate) represents the rate of recidivism of the number of
individuals in that category who have recidivated.

For example, upon referring to the first table on page 3, the variable "Type of Release" is
presented and the following kinds of information may be obtained. (1) The total number of releases
broken down by the institution of release is labeled and presented horizontally across the head of the
table. (2) The type of release (parole or discharge) is labeled and presented vertically. (3) Of the
1138 released during 1977, 118 were released on parole and 26 (22%) were released on a discharge. (5)
Those individuals released from Walpole on a parole had a recidivism rate of 27%, whereas those
individuals released from Walpole on a discharge had a recidivism rate of 15%.-
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