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INTRODUCTION 

A COHORT STUDY OF mE RELATIONSHIP OF 
ADULT CRIMINAL CAREERS TO .JlNENILE CAREERS 

Mbst of the findings in this longitudinal study of delinquency and crime are 
-based on detailed records of police contacts with two cohorts of people,_ the 
first was born in 1942 (there are 1352 persons in this group) and the second was 
born in 1949 (there are 2099 in this group). These ar~ referred to as the 1942 . 
cohort and. the 1949 cohort. The reasons for police contacts~ their seriousness' 
in the eyes of the law~ the place of residence of persons with contacts at the 
time of each contact, an.d other data are utilized in determining who is most .. 
likely to engage in delinquent behavior, ",ho will cease delinquent behavior as 
they grow old~r, and who will continue into adult criminal activity.l Data have 
also been obtained by interviewing 333 persons from the 1942 cohort and 566 
persons from the 1949 cohort. 2 

Table I presents the basic numbers for each cohort as now available at this 
st.age of the analysis, indicating marked cohort similarity in the number with 

'police contacts and the number referred. Table 2 presents the number and percent 
of each race/ethnic group in the area at the time of interviewing.and the number 
and percent interviewed of each group in the area and in the cohort. These 
interviews focused upon the processes by which juveniles either came to engage in 
behaviors that brought them into contact with the police or did not, and reasons 

. why they, now adul ts, behave in such a way as to either have or not have contact 
with the police. . 

Inasmuch as the validity of analyses of extent or incidence of police con
tact depends upon the time the p .. ~rsons were actually present in the community, a 
verification of presence (through.-parents' addresses until 18) in Racine. was 
initiated through reference to CitY'Directories and Telephone Directories. This 
painstaking location and verification process wa:s continued in Racine during th~ 
interviewing phase for anyone whose presence could not be established by those 
means available in Iml[a City. 3 The block-by-block housing characteristics of 26 

1 Juvenile and adult contacts with the police were obtained from the files of 
the Juvenile Burea.u and Records Division of the Racine Police Department. 
Married names located in the Records Section of the Racine Health Department pro
vided a basis for following females throughout their careers. 
2 Our original goal was to interview all of the minority members ,and 25% of 
the \'illite members of each cohort. A first refusal almost always resulted in re
assignment of another interviewer. Substitution in the case of Whites was not 
considered until we were convinced that the respondent was no longer in the 
community or other possibilities had been exhausted. Essentially all whom we 
intended to interview among the Whites \<I'ere interviewed (constituting over 40~~ of 
those available in each instance). The, percentages of Chicanos and Blacks inter
viewed from among those available exceeds 50~6. Comparisons of the characteris-

.. tics ·of persons interviewed from each cohort with -those who were not interviewed 
and with all person$ with continuous residence from each cohort indicates that 
those who were intervie\~ed are representative of each of. the larger groups. 

- , 

3 Persons with continuous residence are those missing no more than three years 
between age 6 and Jun~ 1,. 1974, the cut-off date for dat.a ·collection. Depending 
-on the type of analysIs involved .. Ie have utilized either entire cohorts, only 
those persons l1i th continuous residence, or only those \llho were intervie\.;ed. 

.'., 
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TABLE 1. COMPARISON OF NUMBER AND PERCENT OF PERSONS PROGRESSING TIlROUGH 
SYSTEM FOR COHORT A}lD FOR PERSONS INTERVIEWED FROM EACH COHORT 

Referred to Court 
Continuous With Police Courts or Dispositions or 

In Cohort Residents Contacts Agency Sanctions 

N N % N % N % 

1942 1352 633 (46.8) A 'tit 
~'"'~ (68.5) 251 (57'.8) ? 

1949 2099 1297 . (61.8) 896 (69.0) . 538 (60.0) ? 

1955 2684 ? ? ? ? 

Referred to Court 
Persons With Police Courts or Dispositions or 

Interviewed Contacts Agency Sanctions 

1942 333 227 (6'8.1) 80 (35.2) ? 

1949 556 379 (68.1) '151 (39.8) ? 

.. ~ . ~ . 

TABLE 2. RELATIONSHIP OF COHORT MEMBERS AVAILABLE IN RACINE AND INTERVIEWED 
TO SIZE OF COHORTS 

White Chicano Black 
M F M F M F 

1942 Cor.ort 
Number in' Cohort 639 638 9 15 31 20 
In Racine Area 1976 362 '329 4 9 19 13 
lntervie\'led 145 158 2 8 10 10 
% of Cohort in Area 56.7 51.6 44.4 60.0 . 61.3 65.0 
.% of in Area Interviewed 40.1 48.0 50.0 88.9 52.6 76.9 
% of Cohort Interviewed 22.7' 24.8 22.2 53.3 32.3 50.0 

1949 Cohort 
Number in Cohort 974 931 33 28 74 59 
In Racine Area 1976 569 454 19 22 49 43 
Interviewed 230 229 17 20 32 28 
% of Cohort in Area 58.4 48.8 57.6 78.6 66.2 72.9 
% of in Area Interv:i.e\V'cd 40.4 50.4 89.5 90.9 65.3 65.1 
% of Cohort Intervie\'led 23.6 24.6 51.5 71.4 43.2. 47.5 

.. 

• 
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residential locations are shown'on Maps 1 and 2 on the next page. Each residential 
area is labeled on Map 3 on the following, page. It' should also be noted that we 
have placed each in one of five Natural Areas. The block re'sidential data for 1970 
are shown in computer ... contoured form on Maps 4 and 5. Average geometric scores: 
were utilized in developing the five computer-contoured areas sho\,ffi on f.faps 6 and 7. 
These maps may be of some help in visualizing the spatial distribution of socio
economic status in Racine. 

POLICE CONTACTS AND REFERRALS 
Police contacts for alleged delinquent and criminal behavior are highly con

centrated in some areas of the community and among some individuals in each group, 
both in terms of the recurrence of contacts and the seriousness of behavior that 
generates police contacts. At the same time, police contacts are widely dispersed 
in that most people, regardless of where they reside, have at least one or two 
contacts with the police sometime during their lives. 

More specifically, we find that while only 43 percent of the l'lhi te males in 
the 1942 cohort had a non-traffic police contact between the ages of 6 through 17, 
60 percent of the Black males did 50. For the 1949 males, 50 percent of the Whites 
had a contact but 81 percent of the Blacks did so. Contact rates for females ,were 
much lower, less than half as high. Rates were higher for the inner city than in 
higher socioeconomic status areas but Black-White comparisons could not be made in 
this respect because there were so few Blacks outside the inner city. As each 
cohort moved through the age periods 6 through 17, 18 through 20, and 21 or over, 
increasingly larger PTopoTtions of each group had at least one police contact so 
that almost two-thirds of the \fnites and 9 out of 10 Blacks had had a police contact 
at some time during their careers. While there ,was variation by socioeconomic, 
status (from 51 percent 'in the 1942 cohort and 59 percent of the White ma-les in the 
inner city to 30 pe'reent and 44 p.ercent in the outer ring of areas had police 
contacts for non-traffic o'ffenses during the ages 6 through 17) at least half of the 
Whites in even the best socioeconomic status areas had a 'police contact by the age 
of either 33 or 26, Delinquency and crime were in fact White behaviors outside the 
inner city. Thus, police contacts for' delinquency and crime were spread throughout 

. the cohorts. The proportion who had police contacts at one time or another during 
their career was even greater when traffic offenses were included, 85 percent for 
males in the 1942 cohort and 82 percent for the males in the 1949 cohort. 
Similarly, while only 24 percent of the females in the 1942 cohort and 33 percent 
in the 1949 cohort had a non-traffic police contact at some time during their 
careers, 48 percent and 52 percent respectively had a contact if traffic offenses 
were included. . 

At the same time that we must recognize that delinquency and crime are widely 
dispersed throughout the community we must also realize that an extremely high 
degree of concentration is present if we consider the percentage of each group who 
are responsible for the great majority of the police contacts which take place. 
For example, those 22 percent of the White males in the 1942 cohort who had five or 
more non-traffic contacts Nere responsible for 75 percent of the total number of 
non-traffic contacts by persons in the cohort; 2l,percent of the 1949 cohort were 
:x:esponsib1e for 77 percent of the non-traffic contacts. If we turn to more serious 
reasons for police contacts~ felonies, we find that ll.S.percent of the While males 
in the 1942 cohort were responsible for 100 percent,of their felonies and 12.5 
pel'cent in the 1949 cohort were responsible for' all of that cohort' sWhite male .' . . 
felonies. Ii 
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atiai Distribution, and 
of Persons with-Police Contacts 

The following additional statements about the distribution of persons with 
police contacts, the distribution of contacts with the police, and rates, i.e., the 
number of occurrences per person in the cohort or some segment of the cohort, 
provide a basis for comprehension of the nature of the problem of delinquency and 
crime in the 1942 and 1949 cohorts. 

1) A disproportionately small number of persons were responsible for a dispro
portionately large number of all police contacts. In the 1942 cohort 5.0% were 
responsible for 41.4% of the contacts and in the 1949 cohort 5.1% for 44.5% of the 

. contacts. 
2) When contacts were divided into traffic and non-traffic contacts and 

controlled for race/ethnicitylsex, the group with the highest concentration for 
. non-traffic contacts was White females where. 10.19., of the 1942 cohort accounted for 

79.5% of the contacts and 14.9% of the 1949 cohort accounted for 83.3% of the con
tacts. The same percentage of White males accounted for about 20.0% few€:r of their 
non-traffic contacts. Black and Chicano contacts, \yhile concentrated, were 
considerably less so. 

3) When contacts were divided into felonies and non-felonies and controlled for 
race/ethnicitylsex, the group with the highest concentration for felonies was White 
females with 2.296 of the 1942 cohort and 3.7% of the 1949 cohort accounting for all 
of the felonies. As previously mentioned it took only 11. 5% and 12.6% of the 1942 
and 1949 cohorts to account for all of the White ·male felonies. :~:~ack and Chicano 
concentration was again less than that for I~lites. 

4) When the members of each cohort were divid'ed into four categories of those 
with: no contacts,. 1 contact, 2-4 contacts (recidivists), and 5 or more contacts 
(chronics), and controlled for traffic vs. non-traffic contacts and felony vs. non-, 
felony contacts, the concentration of contacts among rec,;idivists' and. chronics 
beca.me even !OlJre appa.rent. For example, 4.3% of t.he l-1hite males in the 1942 cohort 
(the recidivists and chronics) w~Te responsible for 64. ,go of the felony contacts 
a!ld 5.390 of those from the 1949 COhOT't were I'espon.sible faT n.4~o of the felonies. 
While felonies were not as concentrated among Blacks and Chicanos, recidivists arid 
chronics may be identified as a source of most of the delinquency and crime in their 
groups. 

5) When persons in each cohort weTe distributed throughout their na'cural areas of 
principal juvenile residence (the period 6 through 17), there was some decline in 
the proportion of male Whites with police :.:ontacts from the center of the city 
outvlt/:cd £01' most age periods. Hcy.'ever, the most notable statistic' is the large pro
portion ,in each area who did have policeconta.cts at one time or another. 

6) When persons in each. cohort were distributed throughout their natural areas of 
principal juvenile residence (as above) .but on a basis of \'ihethe:r they had traffic 
or non-traffic. police contacts (some were in one but not the othel' and some in both) , 
the differences betWeen Whites and Blacks weTe greater for non-tra.ffic than for 
traffic contacts, Blacks having more non-traffic contacts, but for both categories a 
greater pel'centage of the Blacks had contacts in most age periods and all age 
periods combined. Still, about t\Vo-thi'rds of the White males had contacts for both 
non-traffic and traffic offenses. 

7) Tne raGe/ethnic composition of pe'r.sons· from each cohort in each natural area 
who had police contacts in each age period or all age periods combined was roughly 
the same as the race/ethnic composition of persons whoscprincil1al residence ·was 
that natural area or combination of natural areas during the ages 6.through 17. 
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,c 8) When the' spatial distribution of delinquency and crim~ is" presented ,as 
"Dt~asured by average nwnber of police contacts for p~rsons according to their most 
frequent area of residence during the ages 6 through 17, we find' the classical " 
pattern of high rates in the inner city with lower rates on the periphery , a 
pattern similar to that of the spatial distribution of people in the community 
according to socioeconomic status (Maps 8 and 9 and in 3 dimensional form on Maps 
10 and 11). 

9) The average nwnber of police contacts p6r block within the 26 subareas by 
persons residing in these areas tit the time of their police contacts systematically 
decreases from the inner' ,dt:f o;.itwa?d.,o for the 191f2 cohort from 5.2 in inner city 
subareas 1 and 2 to 1.1 in "Gold Coast"" subareas 21 and 25 and for the 1949 cohort 
from 11. 3 to 2.2 for these areas. A similar but not quite so systematic deciine 
per block was found,for police contacts occurring within the 26 subareas. The 
distribution of contacts by place of conta.ct and residence of persons with contacts 
is shown on Maps 12 through 15. The number and average nwnber of contacts per 
block in each area and by residents per block in each area are shown on' Maps 16 
through 19.~.ilnd" 20 through 23. 

10) About 80% of the contacts by Blacks were generated by those residing in the 
inner city areas 1 and 2, as W8re 50% of the Chicano contacts, but only 15% or 
less of the White contacts. While fewer, 60% to 7S!'o, of the Black police contacts 
took place in these areas, and only 40% to 50% of the Chicanos did so, 25% to 30% 
of the White contacts were in these inner city areas. In other words, the area of 
White ~ctivity is more concentrated than are the areas of residence for contact
responsible Whites. 

11) The extremes of concentration and dispersion of place of contact vs. place 
of residence are illustrated by the fact that 50.0% of all the contacts for 
everyone in the 1949 cohort residing in Area 1 were in Area 1 \'lhile only 5.6% or 
the contacts of those who lived in Area 26 actually took place in Area 26. Like
wise, there are areas which contribute contacts" to most ,other areas and there are 
areas that contribute contacts to very few other areas. There are also areas 
in \·/hicJ). contacts are generated by peTs'ons from most "other areas and areas in 
which very few contacts are generated by p"ersons from outside. 

12) While persons f-rom some areas (thi5: is more true of Blacks and Chicanos) 
have m.ost of their police contacts in their area of residence or in contiguous 
areas, persons from other areas have relatively few of their contacts in their area 
of residence or contiguous areas (this is more true for Whites). 

13) While some areas are characterized by having a large proportion of their 
police contacts generated by persons who reside in neither that a-rea nor contiguous 
areas but in many widely dispersed areas, others are characterized by having nlcst 
'of" their police contacts generated by persons from that area or C0l1tiguous areas. 

14) While White males had police contacts at a greater average distance from 
their homes than did Black males, for most types of contacts Chica.nos (who 
resided .for the most part in an outlying barrio). had their contacts farthest from 
home of all. Females had their contacts closer to home for more types of contacts 
than did mal es . 

15} Black males had the highest overall rate of police contact in the 1942 
collortwhile Chicanos and Whites had similar but lower rates. In the 1949 cohort 
Black males had the highest contact rates except for the age period 6 thxough 17 
l'there Chicanos were highest; \\'hites Nere consistentlyloHest. In the 1942 cohort 
there \'las little female race! ethnic difference in police contact rates J Whites, 
Blacks, and Chicanos alternating ranks depending on age periods or combinations 
thereof. Black females, however, had the highest' 'rate in the 1949 "cohort and 
Whites 'the 'lowest. 

'r 
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16) While Black males had higher police contact rates in almost every respect than . 
. did Whites, and Chicanos more often· than not had. higher contact rates than Whites, 
and males always higher than females, neither delinquency nor adult crime should be 
defined as a male minority group problem in these cohorts for three reasons: 
a) minority groups make up such a small proportion of the total cohort and were so 
concentrated in the inner city that in most areas police contacts were White con
tacts, b) in the inner city where Blacks and Chicanos did make up a disproportionate 
part of the cohort they did not have such a disproportionately higher rate of police 
contact as to focus attention upon them as the basis of the problem, and c) almost 
half of the females did have police contacts at one time or another. 

1he Measurement and Distribution of Serious Police Contacts 

Seriousness was measured on a 6 point scale based on two elements, reasons for 
police contact and whether the contact was considered a felony, misdemeanor, or 
juvenileeondition: (6) Felony Against the Person; (5) Felony Against Property; 
(4) Major Misdemeanor; (3) Minor Misdemeanor; (2) Juvenile Condition; (1) Contact 
for Suspicion, Investigation, or .I.nformation. . 

Reasons for pol:'ice contact and the six-point type·~seriousness scale permit one 
to make statements about the extent and distribution of seriousness in terms of 
frequency of contacts and proportion of persons with serious careers. 

17) Over 60% of all police contacts in every race/ethnic I sex category where com
parison was possible were for Moving vehicle violations, Disorderly conduct, or 
Suspicion, investigation, or information, while Theft, Liquor~ and Incorrigibility 
or runaway were the next most frequent reasons for police contact. 

18) Although the differences were not always laTge, males had more serious 
reasons (six-point seriousness scale) fOl' police contact than did females in each 
cohort and in each age period. The proportion 'of seriou.s contacts for both' sexes 
was slightly greater in the 1949 cohort than in the 1942 cohort. 

19) In both cohorts Black males made 'up a disproportionate share of those in the 
top three seriousness categories. Black ~emales made up a disproportionate share of 
females from the 1949 cohort in all categories except felonies against. the person. 

. ' 

20) Persons with 5 or more contacts (chronics) had a dis~roportional share of non
traffic and felony. contacts among almost every race/ethnic[sex category in both cohorts. 

21) When seriousness scores were cQinputed for contacts in each cohort, the mean 
seriousness of male \\'hite contacts in each age period \'las less than that of Blacks in 
both cohorts •. The Chicanos fell between the Whitesand Blacks in all age periods for 
both cohorts except one. When seriousness scores for persons with contacts were com
puted, Black tuales had the highest mean seriousness in the 1942 cohort followed by 
Wbites or Chicanos, depending on which age period was considered but Blacks and 
Chicanos alternated "Ii th the highest seriousness scores in the 1949 cohort. If the 
mean seriousness of persons in the cohort is cons~dered, in the 1942 cohort Blacks have 
the highest scores wh,ileChicanos and Whites are similar. In the 1949 cohort Black 
males again ~lternate with the Chicanos with Whites far below. 

22) When seriousness of female contacts was measured in the three ways just described, 
males clearly.had ,higher means for most race/ethnic I sex comparisons. A.'1long the. femal es 
there was less consistency in ranking the mean seri~usness of contacts by race/ethnici
ty. The Chicano females with' contacts have the 10\-:est mean seriousness scores, par
ticularly in the 1949 cohort, with Blacks 'most often highest and Whites in between. 
Among persons in the cohort in the 1942 group Blacks have higher mean se"1:'iousness 
scores, overall than Chicanos and Whites although there is some shifting in ranks from 
age period to age period. In the 1949 coh,ort Blacks clearly have the highest mean 
scores followed by Chical'lOS and Whi tes . 

23) ~f'lhen a grand serl.ousness score fOT each of the' 26 l'esidential areas was calcu
l~ted bymul tiplying t.he average ser'iousness scoTe of individual careers by the 
number of persons \ .... 11ose nlPst frequent place of residence during the ages 6 through 17 
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was that ar.ea, the concentration of serious police contacts in the inner city was 
even moreclearl:y shown (Maps 24 and 25) •. 

24) Factor Analysis of police contact types and police contact types with a 
seriousness dimension added failed to reveal any meaningful constellations of 
contacts for males or females of either cohort. That moving vehicle violations were 
a part of Factor 1 for the 1942 cohort with continuous Racine residence and Factor 2 
for the 1949 cohort supports our decision to have included police contacts for 
traffic offenses. 

25) When curves were drawn representing seriousness of contacts by contact order .. 
from the first to Kth contact for each race!ethnic!sex group there was little 
evidence of progression for those with continuous residence in Racine. 
. 26) When contacts for suspicion; investigation, and infor.nation as well as traffic 
contacts were eliminated prior to calculating seriousness curves by age of persons 
ft:>r various rllce/ethnic!sex segments of each cohort, there was a gradual rise for 
males and females, more so for Black males in the 1949 cohort and White females in 
both cohorts. When the same curves weTe calculated·· for contact order, the gradual 
rise was less apparent, and both White females for 1942 and Black females for 1949 
declined. 

Continuity in Careers 

While a portion of each group had continuity in their careers, most people have 
discontinuous careers or contacts at only one period in their lives. The following 

. statements sununarize differences in career continuity from age period to age period, 
indicatin~ that considerable variation in continuity exists on a basis of race/ 
ethnicitYlsex and the area in the community in which persons resided during their 
juvenile years. 

27) Al though the probability of having an initial police contact is very la-;rge, 
with more than 80% of all eligible males in either c,ohort having at least one 
recorded contact (for females it is 48% in the 1942 cohort and Si% in the 1949 
cohort), and the probability of continuing from contact to contact is at least 80% 
for males, over half of the males with a first contact do drop out before their 
fifth contact, half of the females before theiJ~ second contact. It could be said. 
that although the probability. of contir,uity is high, discontinuity from contact to 
contact is also sufficient that 90~o of the males have ceased to have contacts by 
their 19th contact and 90 9" of the females Oy their 5th t;ontact. .Felony contacts 
disappear even more rapidly'. l 2&) Black males in the 1942 cohort who had one 01' more police contacts during the 
~ge period 6 through 16 were more likely than any others in the 1942 cohort to have 
one or more police ·contacts at each subsequent stage and least likely not to have 
police contacts at. each subsequent stage if they failed to have a ~ontact during 
the earliest· period. In the 1949 cohort BlacK and Chicano males had similar 
patterns of progTession. White females s·howed the least continuity from period to 
period if they had contacts at an. ·early age period and Blacks the most but in 
neither cohort did female continuity even come close to that shown by the males. 
·When each cohort was divided into those who resided in Area A and B vs. those who 
resided in Area.s C, 0, and E, White progression was greatest Tor those in Areas A 
and B. 

29) The probability of a felony contac't fol' males in either cohort is no more 
than 15% (for' females ~ess than 4%). TIle probability of not naving a second felony' 
is OVer 50~o for the males and over 80% for females, . 

30) Prediction of whether or not a pel"SOn 'vho had a police contact at one age 
period .would have, a. conta.ct at a later age period yielded increases in predicta
bility over marginalpredict:ions of vRryiIlg ,degrees depending on the correlation 
of contacts at one age period '&j.th .cor,ta(~ts at another age p,~iod, or combinations 
of age pel'iods and the dist.ribution 0:£ the marg.inals in 'each age peTiod or 
combinations of age periods. ' . 
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31} The greatest increase in predictability over the marginals was for males from 
the 1949 cohort, predicting non-traffic contacts after the age of 18 from non
traffic contacts prior to 18. 

32) When male contacts were divided into traffic and non-traffic contacts, 
continuity from period to period (if the proportion of persons with contacts in any 
combination of two time periods was defined as continuity) was greater for traffic 
than for non-traffic contacts in the 1942 cohort but' the opposite in the 1949 
cohort. In either case, continuity was greatest among those who lived within the 
inner city and its interstitial areas, where White continuity was more similar to 
that of Blacks than in other areas. While female continuity was far less than 
male continuity, that for White females, particularly in the inner city and its 
interstitial areas, was less than that for Black females. 

33) With few exceptions in either cohort, male race/ethnic groups had no more 
than 25% who had police contacts for non-traffi'c offenses in all age periods or in 
the periods 6 through 17 "and 18 through 20." The con'espol1ding figure for females 
was approximately half of that. Inclusion of those males who had contacts in the' 
period 6 through 17 and 21 or older raised the proportion of Whites with 
continuity between the juvenile and "any adult period as much as 15% and "that·for 
Blacks with non""traffic continuity at least 40~. This had little effect on White 
female continuity but a.r,lded about 30% to B~ack female continuity for the 1949 
cohort. 

34) When total ma:le contacts during the juvenile' period, traffic and non-traffic, 
were utilized in assessing continuity of caree.rs consisting of only non-traffic 
offenses during the 18 through 20 and/or 21 or older period, greater continuity 
was present than for either traffic or non-traffic offenses alone. 

G,"" 5) Persons with a non-traffic offense as their first contact are more likely to 
"I have. additional offenses and more serious additional offenses than are tliose with 

. a first contact based on a tra.ffic vio1a.tion. ". 
6) ~ben the sizes of careers (number of police contacts) at various age periods 

were' correlated with each other, the highest set of correlations ;~as for Black 
nales and the 1m"est for White females. When similar correlations for only 
persons whose principle residence \~asArea A or B were compared, White correlations 

. increased while those for Chicanos and Blacks remained essentially the same. 
37) When .contacts were divided into traffic and non-traffic conta.cts, Black 

males in the 1942 cohort had the highest correlations between age periods for 
number of tra.ffic contacts while those from the 1949 cohort had the highest 
cOl.'re1ations between age periods for non-traffic contacts. White female correla
tions were the lowest,· whether in the inner city and interstitial areas m:' 
elsewhere. 

38) Police contacts for SlJ,spicion, investig~t:i.on, or information, traffic, and 
non-traffic reasons were $0 highly intercOl'related that all categories of cont.act 
shOUld be included in multivariate analyses. 

39} The Geometric scoring routine revealed that there were so many "error types" 
in terms of Guttman scaling procedures that no benefits would be derived from 
subj ec·ting total careers or age peri()~s tp the Guttman scaling routine. 

40) When seriousness scores of pen~,:ons for a 'gi:ven age period with continuous 
residence in Racine were corre1ated·~ihthth.eir seriousness scores for a follQ\ofing 
age period, there \~as' only 'se1ective improvement in Taus over those based on only 
the number of police contacts. 

)i 'ff . P f f . . -. ... .. . 1101 e.rentla1. atte·TI1s. o' Re erral. 

Anothel.· way 'in which to eX?-riiiri.e· contintii ties hi delinquency and criminal 
careers consists of consb:uctinga tree d~~~g:ram in which the cohort is divided 
into three cat.egories for the age 'period If tllrough 17, one categoTY consisting of 
those. who had at least· one contact and re£eltr,al, those who had at least one 
contact, and those who ha.d no contacts ... Eachigroup is then £urth~r divided for 
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the age period 18 through 20 in the same manner, producing a tQtal of nine categories 
of combinations ·of contact and r~ferral considering both age pdt-iods. These nine 
categories are in turn categorized in the same way for the age l)eriod 21 or older. 

•• 'i . 

For the 1942 cohort only2.5% had a contact at each age period while 31.4% had 
neither a contact nor referral at any age period. Those who had at least one 
contact and one referral had successively higher seriousness scores, increasing 

." from a median of 7.4 to 10.67 to 34.0. The 1949 cohort presents a similar picture 
with 2.2% having a contact and referral at each age period and 30.9% having neither 
a contact nor referral at any age· period.. Those who had at least one contact and 
referral at each age period had successively higher seriousness scores increasing 
from 9.04.to 13.1 to 27.0. 

By contr~st it should be noted that those who had contacts at each age period 
but no referrals, had very stable median seriousness scores, 2.63, 2.61, and 3.50 
for the 1942 cohort .and 3.09, 2.13, ang 2.88 for the 1949 cohort. Perusal of the 
three diagrams rev.eals that those with referrals always had higher median serious,:: 
ness scores than did those who were not referred. Likewise, with few exceptions 
the groups who' were referred at any stage went on to ha.ve higher seriousness . 
scores at t~e next stage than those who v:ere not r·eferred. 

Since we have found that referral rates are higher for the more serious 
reasons for police contact it would appear that at least at the first stage, 
s~riousness of behavior leads to referral. At each subsequent stage,however, thera 
is the problem of determining the effects of prior referralS oJ? succeeding behavior 
and it may well be that referrals have as their conseqv.enc~ more serious delinqUent 
and criminal behavior rather than the'presumed d~terent effect •. The answer to this 
question will come from our case-by-case~ year-by-year analysis of the ensuing 
sanctions or other consequences of referral. .. 

. . 
Given the fact that the proport'ion of Non-whites in juvenile and adult 

institutions in \ljisconsin is three or four times' greater than theil' proportion in 
contributing areas, one must conclude that minorities are either more delinquent 
and more criminal in their behavior than the majority 0'1' that step-by-step their 
'behavior is more suscepti ble to fonnal disposition than is that of the majority. 
Detailed findings on referral patterns are sununarized below. 

41) The proportion of those with police conta,cts '""ho were referred rather than 
counselled and released varied with race/ethnicity and sex, White males having the 
'lowest referral rates among males, although in some comparisons not really much 
lower. Among the females the pattern of race/ethnic variation. was less regular. 
with ·Blacks and Chicanos. generally hav'ing the highest proportion of their conts.cts 
referred. 

42) When contacts and referl'als were plotted against age at time of contact on a 
series of curves it \'las found that the contact an9 referral. curves of Blal.::ks and 
Whites differed in several respects. White curves peaked TI101.-e rapidly th?;n dit.;i 
the Black curves 'and declined more rapidly, particularly the curve represehb.ng 
the proportion of those with contacts who were :referred. Black curves._ \Ilhi~e they 
peaked later, had an earlier near-peak in the 1949' group and had referral curves 
that remained closer t~ tl!e .shape of their respective contact curves. 

43) Cumulation of persons with contacts and persons referred.by age produced 
curves with Similar shapes for Blacks ana.ljhites, although the 'Black contact 
curves :rose more rapid;.ly and reached the:ir peaks, before the White curves. By 

. contrast, the \'lhite rdiferral curves·,reached1:heirhighest points sooner than did 
the Black curves, the latter~howeve-i'; T>;)ach:lng higher 'levels and continuing to 
rise for several years after passing the White peal\ • . ~~ 

~~j: 
':1 
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44) Among White males from the 1942 cohort whose primary place of residence 
". during the ages 6 through 17 was in Areas A through E, Teferral' rates declined 

in. the following more or le.ss. regular sequence: 36.6%, 34.8%, 30.3%, 25.9%, and 
25.3%. For the 1949 cohort the decline was similar but not quite as regular: 
32.4%, 32.4%. 27.3%. 29.4%, and 25.5%. This regularity was found for neither 
Blacks nor Chicano males nor for females of any group. . 

45) IVhen the percentage of each race/ethniclsex group referred by natural area 
of residence at .time of referral was calculated, there was less decline in the 
percent of Whites referred, moving from the poorest to best, residential areas, 
and no 'Jfegularity for either Blacks or Chica,nos nor for females of any group. 

46) Higher percentages of Black and Chicano males than White males were 
referred from both cohorts, with the differences greater for traffic offenses than 
for F.B.I. Uniform Crime Part I or Part II offenses. For females in the 1949 
cohort the Blacks were ref~rred more frequently, the percentage being about twice 
as great as that ,for White fema1es'in every category except the F~B.I. Part II 
offenses. ' , . . , 

47) When type-seriousness scores were dichotomized to determine the difference 
in percentage of serious ana non-serious contacts referred by'race!ethnicity and 
sex, only 14.9% of the female non-serious offense conta.cts in the 1942 cohort 
were referred while 33.3% of the serious contacts were referred. Among the 
females in the 1949 cohort 16.5% of the non-serious contacts were referred but 
35.2% of the serious contacts. For the 1942 males, 29.4% of the non-serious 
contacts were referred but S4. 5~ci of those that were serious. In the 1949 
cohort 26.9% of the non-serious contacts but 51.3% of the serious contacts were 
,referred ~y the police. 

48) Black'females have slightly lower percentages of referrals for both 
serious and non-s'erious contacts than do White females. Black males from the 
1942 cohort have higher referral proportions for both serious (65.0% vs. 51.3%) 

'and non-serious (34.7% vs. 29.3%) contacts than do the Whites. Among those from 
the 1949 cohort, non-serious referral proportions are the same while W!tites have 
a high~r referral percentage for serious contacts, 53.4% vs. 47.5% for the Blacks. 

49) While Black males account for less than 1590 of the contacts and only about 
15% of, those referred, they contribute disproportionately to the percEmt referred 
for the most serious categories. Similarly, they make up a disproportionate 

" share of these' referred fo!' F. B. 1. Uniform Crime Part I offenses (Index Offenses) • 
50) Minorities make up a disproportionate munber of those referred because, 

hO.wever irregular and inconsistent the pattern between cohorts, they have more 
contacts, more contacts for more serious categories of behavior, and are also 
di.sproportionately referred even beyond what vlo.uld be expected considering the 
categories of behavioz' into which their reasons for police contact fall. 

51) rne proportion of persons from both cohorts with a referral increases for 
both non-traffic and for traffic categories with the frequency of contacts. In 
other Hords, a larger proportion of the chronic offenders have had at least one 
of their contacts referred--a massing of contributions to the official records, 
referrals for the relatively small number of chronic offenders, regardless of what 
they have done. 

52) Whether-refe!Tals are for non-felonies ai- felonies, tlJ.at proportion of , 
persons with a referral increases in each race! ethnic I sex 'group liith frequency of 
contact categories, particularly ~mong Black males with 5 or more contacts. 

".l'" 

Summary of ·Police~ Contact.Data 

Poi ice contacts. are distributed throl..\ghout the communi"ty in much" the same 
pattern as are the t~-;o cohorts that we have examined with the' exception of 
considerable dispropol'tionality in their occurrence -!.'iithin the inner city. Al

. though the disproportionate number arid seriou.sness of police COlltacts' of Blacks 
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and to a lesser extent Chicanos can be related to their inner city and interstitial 
residence~ this. is not.entirely the case. Outside the inner city delinquency and 
crime are Wnite behaviors. Since Blacks and Chicanos constitute less than 10% of 
either cohort it is fallacious indeed to' conclude that the problem of delinquency 
and crime centers on minority groups. 

Most careers are not continuous and most delinquency does not lead to crime. 
Among those who have more than one pOlice contact, careers are heterogeneous; 
factor analysis failed to stow any meaningful grouping of reasons for police 
contact for .any race/ethnic or sex group in either cohort. Composite scores of 
careers based on seriousness and type of contact provided little increase in 
predictive efficiency over simple number of police contacts. While we found. 
relatively little,s)'stematic variation in referral rates by area of residence~ 
Blacks are referred at disproportionately nigher rates than Whites, even taking 
into considerati9n the nature and seriousness of offenses for which they have had 
contact a~d whether or not they have had single 'or multiple contacts. 

The interviews'were conducted in order to obtain data which might increase 
efficiency in predicting who 'will have adult police contacts, more frequent con
tacts, and contacts:formore serious offenses over that obtained with police 
con-tact data alone. A series o.f suinmary statements follow in order that the data 
which go into the prediction device be better understood and that the relation
ship of these data to each other and to various measures of delinquency and crime 
be kno~m before the regression and multiple discriminant function analyses 
combining contact and interview data are presented. 

THE INTERVIEWS 
Employment of Parents and' Police Contacts by Respondent§., 

., 

53) There ,''las little linear r~lationship between occupational level of the house
hold in respondent's family and the number of contacts' that respondents have had 
with the police at any age period, in either cohort, "for either sex i'lith the 
exception of Black males during the ages 6-17.where the means.are .7 :i;or high 
occupational level and 4.0 for 10\'1 occupaiional level (1942) and 3.4 vs. 5.6 (1949). 
For the age period 18-20, the Black difference remains 1.8 vs. 3.4 (1942) and 
3.7 vs. 4.5 (1949). Again, at the age period 21 or older, the Black difference 
remains but only for the 1949 cohort, 10.3 vs. 14.6 police contacts. Our initial 
conclusion then, is that occupational level of parents has its strongest and most 
consistent relationship to juvenile delinquency and adult q'ime among Black males,. 

54) There not only were no significant relationships between number of police 
contact.s and regularity of employment but no visible relationships hm.,rever the 
data were manIpulated for any 7"ace/ethnic\sex or age period group of eithe:r cohort. 
Neither type-seriousness nor Geometri~ scores produced Taus above .100 with 
regularity of employment of head of household, 1?ut those who CClllle from families 
1-there the head was not' regularly employed did have delinquency' score distI:'Jbutions 
that ,.,rere e,ither skewed toward the high end of the scale or less skewed toward the 
lower end than were those where the head '-las always :regularly employed. 

Occupa.tional Hist0ry of Respondents and Police Contacts 

55) Responses to a series of questions on work while in high school were divided 
into four catego:des: 1) no Hark; 2) work duripg the summer only, 3) work during 

, thescho.ol ye.a.r, and 4) work all year around. No way of arranging the. d~ta (for 
the p~'riods 6 through 17, 18 through 20, or 21 or over) in order to maximize the 
relationship produced a ,statistically significant difference for any group or for 
all race/ethnic groups combined. 

, -

." 
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56) Although data suggested that those who worked during the years in which most 
. persons would have been iii junior high and high school, particularly the males, 
,du~ing both.the summer and school year, had more police contacts, higher Geometric 
scores, and higher type-seriousness scores· than have others, there were no 
statistically significant differences. 

·57) When age at first full time job was taken into. consideration those males who 
began working full time at age 17 or youngGr had more contacts during that period 
than did those who commenced work during each of the later periods, particularly 
in the 1949 cohort. 

58) There seems little· question but that juveniles from lower socioeconomic 
status homes entered the labor market earlier than did those at the other end of 
the continuum and since socioeconomic status is related to police contacts, early 
emp10,yment is· correlated with police contacts.· That inany juveniles had police 
contacts in the course of their work suggests that the relationship of early entry 
into work and police contacts is heightened by the chance of police contacts while 
driving or riding to place of work and return. 

59) When police contacts before age of first full time job and after age of 
firs·t full time job were. compared, . wefound·very significant differences between 
the number of police contacts, type-seriousness scores, and Geometric scores of 
respondents before and after full time employment among those who commenced work 
at an early age. If first full time employment was at the age of 1 i or earlier, 
contacts were more· frequent after emploYment. . 
. 60) While it is impossible to say just how much of the difference in police 

contacts among those who connnenced work at an early age can be attributed to 
added years of risk after work, a different kind of exposure as a result.of going 
to work, or to lower socioeconomic status of trLOse who entered work at an. early 
age, the fact remains that those males who did commence work early were not 
prevented from having a disproportionate share of police contacts and higher type-
seriousness and Geometric scores.' .. -

61) For the tema1es in the 1942 cohort, contac·t Tates and other measures were 
higher after first full time employment than before, regardless of age of first 
full time job. .. 

62) Sizeable prpportions (669" of the Black males from the 1949 cohort) said that 
the kinds of 'Nork available to them were not what they would really like to do 
but responses to this question had no significant relationship to number of police 
contacts, although White males from the 1949 cohort were more likely to havenad 
police contacts if dissatisfied "lith the avai~abi1ity of preferred types of work 
than other race/ethniclsex segments of those from either cohort. 

63) There \'las little or no relation~hip bet.ween· family income of respondents 
in 1976 and their record of police contacts as juveniles 6 through 17, youth 18 
through 20, or 21 or older except for males at the later period. Ske"mess to\mJ:d 
lower incomes in 1976 fOT those White and Black males from both cohorts with 5 or 
more contacts was even more noticeable for the 21 or older ,age period. 

While this type of relationship \Vas 1 ess apparent for females, those l'lhite 
and Black females from the 1949 cohort in the category of two through five police 
contacts for the age periods 6 through 17 and 18 through 20 were skewed toward· 
lower income leve.1s. 

Familr T:rpeand Poli::e Contacts 

64) Les!) than 109" o:f those who were interviewed from c.ach cohort were in the 
.categories .describing'! some family type other than both parents present for the 
period 6 through 17 years of age ~ aHndugh arn0l1gT.11e i5h.ds ·abv'tt·t---}L31f"~G£ t:.n.Q-stL-~~~· __ F_ 

in the 1942 cohort and one-third of those in the 1949 cohort ,{ere in various 
c;:1tegories other than both parents. present throughout the en~ire pe'.dod. 



i 

I 

- 13 

Although there was some relationship between family type and seriousness and 
patterns of,delinquencyfoT youpg males,' it was not as strong as the literature 
has suggested in the past, probably because most of the studies have been based 
on cases referred and there is a tendency to refer when Doth parents are not 
present in the home. , 

" 

65) Respondents were asked, "Did either of your parents (to the best of your 
knowledge) ever do anything that could have gotten them into trouble with the 
police?" There was practically no relationship between responses to the question 
and number of police contacts for either male or female respondents from either 
cohort. Since one might argue that respondent reports on parental misbehavior 
may be based on faulty knowledge, we are not presenting these findings as 
evidence that there 'is no relationship between parental misbehavior and respondent's 
records of ·PQlice ,contacts but only that, r.espondents, do not repor..t .. their parents', 
behavior as consis~ent with their own police records. 

66) Not only do police contacts decline after marriage ,but they declined . 
significantly for males in both cohorts. Part of this decline must be attributed 
to the decline that we have found with age since those variables are intertwined. 
The 'same 'pattern was found for females from both cohorts with one exception: 
early marriage 17 through 20 was followed by significantly more police contacts 
and higher type-seriousness scores for those from the 1942 cohort. We conclude 
that parental £amily status is much less irnportant than res;pondent family status. 

Respondents' Perceptions of 1~emselves; 
Police, Peers and Police Contacts 

67} The squirrel-cage effect (areas highly patrolled have more police contacts' 
than other areas with the resulting statistics increasing the number of police 
officers in an area with further ,.increases in police, cont,acts) has been 
frequently considered as a factor in explaining the notably higher police contact 
rates in some al'eas than in others. If it has merit and if respondents have 
accurate perceptions of the extent to which their neighborhoods are patl:011ed, 
there should be .a Telationship between responses to, "When you we're in· junior high 
and high school, was your neighborhood heavily. moderately, or lightly patrolled 
by the police, or not patrolled at all?" and the frequency of police contacts by 
juveniles.at the two earliest a,ge periods. When patrolling responses were 
dichotomized (high and medium vs. low and ';lot patrolled) it could readily be seen. 
that a qigher proportion of those from the 10\\1 or not ,patrolled an:as had had 
either no police contacts or very ;few contac.ts. The question rema:iLrts, however) 
was patrolling in fact greater in the areas in \ihich respondents perceived it to 
be and did this increas~ the number of police contacts or were these 'simply the 
low socioeconomic status areas in ""hich juvenile misbehavior \'las perceived by the 
police to merit more official recognition by them'? 

68) A1 though' responses, to the question of "What kin,d 'of. 'atH tude did you 2nd 
your 2 or 3 closest friends have toward the police \'Then you were in junior high 
and high school'?" were related to number of potice contacts, it is difficult to 
say \'lhether juvenile a.ttitudes generate police ,contacts or police contacts ' 
generate juvenile attitudes. Is attitude toward the police predictive of 
continuity in c,areers, or dof,}s continuity deveiop negative attitudes towa'rd the 
police? , 

69) Sutherland I s differential association hypot.hesis, tested' and retes.ted, \1a5' 
supported by reSpOTI5er to "Did,any of your 2 OT 3 c1ose~t·friends g~t into 

,tl'otibfe with the poli'te during the junior high and high school ye.ars?1I Significan,t 
correlations were found betweenfT1.encl's. witht:1.'ouble and the numbe:r of police 

·-contacts·6 -through-l7. for. ,both Jl}ales qtld"females in both cohorts. Hales in both 
cohorts a.lso had higher coyrelatio!is than ~e)iiales. 

\ 
" 
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70) Although relatively few persons (with the exception of Blacks) had adult 
friends who had been in'troub1e, for the 1949 males a sizeable and significant 
relations~ip ,was ,found between ,;thi~, variable, and police contacts. ,__ 

71) When we asked respondents to describe how they thought of themselves 
(delinquent vs. non-delinquent on a scale from 1 to 7) and how others thought of 
them during various periods in their life, self-concept was related to police 
contacts, particularly for the males during the juvenile period. While it might 
be-emphasized that retrospective evaluations of one.'s self are,not expected to 
correlate too highly with police records of contacts, it is even more interesting 
to note that there was even less correlation between conception of self after age 
21 and police contact records at that time. When type-seriousness scores were 
'correlated with self-concept, similar results were obtained; in each case the 
correlations were higher than for simply the number of police contacts 'and \-/ere' 
present for all age periods. These higher correlations suggest that when, 
'seriousness of ca.reers during a given period was considered, self'-con'cepts \o:ere 
more in line with police records. " 

The Automobile and Police Contacts 

72) Among those persons' from the 1942 cohort who obtained·their driver's licenses 
at, the age of 16 or younger, police contacts were significantly greateT after 
obtaining the license compared. to before, produGing a Tau of .416 for the males 
and .597 for the females. Males in the 1949 cohort produced a Tau of .326 and 
,females.456. Among those who received their driver I s licenses between the ages of 
17,through 20 there were no significant differences in before and after police 
contacts. 

,Admitted Number of Police Contacts and 
Official Measures of Police Gontact 

73) Around 80% of the Whites in each cohort reported either the number'oi'police 
contacts they had accurately or estimated the number to be a bit higher tlH~n \Vas 
correct; only half of the Blacks (too fe\'o' Chicanos interviewed) reported' this 
accurately, the other half reporting fe\.,rer than our records sh,owed. This suggested 
to us that Blacks do not have the same confidence in interviewers (as , 
representatives of the 'col)1IIlunity and the Racine Community Study) as do Whites. 

74) Eighty-two percent of the males in each cohort said -that they had done -
things for which they could have been caught but weren't. Among the females, 53% in 
the 1942 cohort and 58% in the 1949 cohort said that-they,had done so.' 

75) Of those males who had done things for which they could have been caught 
but weren't, 60% o'f the 1942 cohort and 65% of the 1949 cohort had police contacts. 
Among those, mal es who said that they h'ad' not, done things for which they could have, 

,been .caught but , ... eren,'t, 43% in the 1942, coho,rt ~nd 31% in the 1949 cohort had , 
police contacts for other' reasons • Thus, those 'who' d'id things for which they were 
not caught were also caught more often than those who did ,not do thil1gS for which 
they were not caught. 

76) Of those Blacks who said that they'had done things for which they could have 
. been caught .but "Jere not, only 28~6 had no police contacts and of those who denied 

doing things for which they could have been caughtblItwere not, 83~o had police , 
contacts. 

77) When. the number-of police contacts recorded forea~h respondent before the 
. age of 18 wa.scompared with the number of. police contact~ that he/she ,said they' 
had, more than half of each race/ethniclsex group responded correctly and most of 
those who erred. stated that they had had contacts when't,hey did not have a record 
of police contacts. 
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78) When the distributions of total police contact records of persons in~erviewed 
in 1976 were compared with the distribution of their own descriptions of the . 
contacts that they had with the police (first three mentions for .each race/ethnic I 
sex ·group-) . 'and the' distributions of'what 'the ponce said they were' doirig""and' what 
they were really doing, the distributions of each were generally signifi~ant1y 
different because some of the more serious offense categories were either seldom or 
never mentioned by respondents. Actually, the congruence of what respondent said 
that the police said respondent was doing and \'lhat rl3spondent said he/she was really 

. doing was considerably greater than what the.38% disagreement for the 1942 cohort 
and 32% disagreement for the 1949 cohort might suggest for the simple reason that 
most discrepancies could be explained by differences in perception, e.g. disorderly 

. ·conduct arid vagrancy were sometimes perceived by respondents as the consequence of 
drinking and/or mischevious behavior. 

79) For both cohorts and both. sexes·, within ~ach cohort juvenile type-seriousness 
·scotes had either the highest or closer to the highest correlation with 'type
seriousness scores for the 18. through' 20 period than did other measures with each 
other for these periods. 

80) The best predictions of what will happen after the age of 21 'were made from 
scores for the 18 through 20 period. 

81) While number o,f police contacts a1= later periods may be predicted from 
number of police contacts at· earlier periods as 'well as' type-seriousness scores at 
later periods from earlier periods, we concluded that the type~seriousness measure 
was best for all purposes because persons' in the· juvenile and adult justice 
systems are more concerned 'about discovering or predicting who wl11 continue to 
have more serious types of police contacts than who, will have the greatest number 
of police contacts. . 

Summary of the Interview Data 
, . , 

Contrary to the general impression that regularity of employment and 
occupational level of parents should be related to delinquency and crime, we find 
that neither are consistently or highly correlated with. number of police contacts, 
type-- seriousness, or Geometric sc.ores representing career patterns, with the 
exception of those for Black males_ That socioeconomic status (as represented by 
eitlwrthe larger Natural Areas [A through E] or subareas [1 through 26]) is 
relat.ed to delinquenc.y cannot be denied, however, when the -mean type-serio~sness . 
score for h'hitemales in tQ.e 1942 cohort during the juvenile plus 18 through 20 age 
period r~nged from 1.9 in subarea 25 to 19.1 in subarea. 3. In 1949 type
serio:usness scores for White mal es for that period ranged from 4.1 to 10.9 in the 
same areas. This finding is consistent Kith our general position that some 
analy!~es should be based on area~ rather than strata generated by income, 
OC~up(;Lt~on! or e(~ucatio~.. . 

Living in·a society ' .... here the work ethic has dominated the older getierad.on 
has given rise to as much fable as fact about the value of -wor!\. per Be;, The mat'ter 
is much more complex an,d involves the nat'Ur~ of the work that is available and·' 
whethe:r or not it is seen as leading respondents toward their life goals. Without 
discouIlting ~he desirability of intr.odu~ing, YOl1tD .. to t.he importance. of "gainful 
employment" as it has often been termed, ;"e find little direct relationship between 
summer, school year, 'or early full time employment and the absence of police 
contacts or lower type'-sGl'iousness scores. The tendency has even been in the 
opposit(;} direction of that expected.,· suggesting that contruls for socioeconomic:'· 
status are necessary to eliTllina~te the cOll.trihution that socioeconomi.c status' and 
its con'elates make to careers. 

-', 
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Anoth.er belief adhered to with considerable ferocity is the assumed negative 
influence of various kinds of ''broken homes . " The importance of having two 
parents in, the home, both biological, has been reified to the extent that when our 

'codes of family type are mention,ed people commence to applaud us for emphasizing 
the importance of the family. We found some, but not much, Telationship between 
measures of delinquent and criminal ca!'eers and family type, that which appeared 
being mainly for females. Similarly, there ,qas little relationship between 
respqndents' perception of their parents' delinquent and criminal b~ha.vior and 
their own behavior. 

But what did come out quite clearly is the decline in police contacts after 
marriage. Although we have sho~n' that police contacts decline with age, we find 
that beyond this thet:e is a decline after marriage. Delinquency of certain 
types, at least, must be thought of as normal youthful behavior before marriage. 
Thus, it 'is marital 'status of respondents themselves rather than of their 
paren~s that wil~ be added to the predic~ion device ~s an important variable. 

The effects of patrolling remain uncertain at this point as does attitude 
toward the police because it is really difficult to 'decirlewhich comes first. 
Are the police, as representatives of the community whose presence and behavior 
is takerr into consideration by juveniles determinants of their behavior and. 
attitudes, or is it the juvenile I sown b.ehavior and attitudes that bring about 
police presence a.nd subsequent interaction provocat'ive of negative attitudes on 
part of the juvenile? While it is some of both, the retrospective nature of the 
data make this a difficult question. Data on associates require' some thought as 

. well. Having friends in' trouble is to be expected for those who .have' had trouble· 
and gives added support to the differential association hypothesis, but does not 
reveal who influences them. 

Interpretation of the relationship .of ag~ 'at \~hich ,a driver's 'license ~~as. 
obtained to police contacts was less difficult, with,not only number of police 
contacts increasing after the license was obta.ined but type-seriousness and 
Geometric scores doing so as well," suggesting that more than traffic offenses 
accompany early-driver's licenses. 

The lack of agreement bet\'Jeen official records, admitted police contacts, 
and admitted behavior. which .could have l'e5u1 ted in police contacts indicates 
the des.irability of constructing a measure of delinqllency incorporatingrepo:tted 
behavior, self-concept, and other attitudinal variables through multivariate ' 
scaiing techniqu~s. 

MULTIPLE REGRESSION _~ALYSIS AS A BASIS FOR 
PREDICTING CO~!INUITIES IN CAREERS 

Predi'd:'ing. Seriousne'ss of An Official Criminal Career:', 
From Police Contact and Demographic Data 

The next step was to utilize multiple l'egres'sion in an attempt to predict 
seriousness of official criminal careers more ~fficiently for three separate age 
periods (juvenile [ages 6-17], intermediate [ages 18-20], andaduI.t· [21 and Older]) 
than had been possible with nUInber of police contacts or seriousness of ,contacts 
or any' other police contact or del!1ographic variables;1t This is~ of course, a 
prelude to subsequent analyses which will use data from thE} 1976 interviews. 

~ 'fhe practical justification for tlle~c: divisions rests on. the legal .distinc-
tion between juvenile and adult crime. IIi most jurisdictions, illegal ac'ts 
committed by persons younger than 18 are viewed as delinquencies rather than as 
crimes per-' see A separate juvenile justice system has developed to -deal \I}'ith ' 

, ' 
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The dependent variables, seriousness of career for each age period, were 
. produced ,by mul tip lying the frequency of· contacts within offense seriousness 

categories by the associated .seriousnes~ weig~ts and summing across categories. 
The six seriousness categories and the score for each follow·s:· 1) felonies 
involving persons (score = 6); 2) felonies against property (5); 3) major misde
meanors (4); 4) misdemeanors (3); 5) juvenile status offense (2); and contacts 

. ) 

for suspicion, or investigation (1). Table 3 lists each category and the specific 
offenses included in each.s 

The independent variables used to predict juvenile career seriousness scores 
consist of four traditional correlates of crime: sex, race/ethnicity, age at 

delinquency on the assumption that acts committed during this period of life should 
be treated differently from those committed later in life when individuals are 
assumed to be more responsible for their behavior. Thus, the seriousness of a 
juvenile ~areer may be treated in the abstract as something distinct from an adult 
career. Because of:the inconsistencies in existing age norms we have interjected 
an intermediate career segment between the juvenile and adult periods as a means 
of representing the transition from adolescence to adulthood. Although one may be 
an "adult" from the:standpoint of criminal law at age 18, there are many other 
spheres of life in which adul tllood docs not occur until age 21 (e.g., entering 
into· a legal contract). Thus, between ages 18 and 21, individuals may be treated 
as adults under some conditions but as non-adults for others. The process of 
becoming an adult, then, begins in earnest when individuals are 18 but is not fully 
complete until age 21, when all legal entitlements are obtained. 

The practical justification for using this scoring system rests on a legal 
distinction between felonies and misdemeanors. Criminal law specifies that 
illegal .acts be treated as relatively serious (felonies) or as non-serious (misde
meanors). Among felonies, those against person·s are· the· most serious of all 
violations while those against property. are less serious (although more serious 
than misdemeanors). The scoring system here assigns felonie3 involving peT sons 
the highest Ci. e., most serious) score (6) and felonies against property th~ second 
highest scoreeS). Certain acts, although normally considered felonious, may be 
deal t with as misdemeanors under specific circumstances at the discretion of law ' 
enforcement officials. For example, burglary is treated as a·felony when a house 
is entered·but as a misdemeanor when it involves a locked vehicle. In order to re-
.f~ect this dual sta.tus, these offenses ~ill be terr.ned major misdemeanors and w:iU· . 
receive a score· of Tour (4) .. Other acts ·are invariably regarded as misdemeanors 
by· the law .. For example, vagrancy and disorderJy conduct are never 'classified as 
felonies '., Misdemeanors axe given a score .of three (3). With the advent of the 

. juvenile justice system, age became a mitiga.ting condition under the law. An 
offense· committed by a juvenileJstrea.ted differently. (usually .in the direc.tion· of 
lenienee)·than if it had been committed by an adult.· Addltionally~ a new set of . 
offenses developed v:hich could only be committed by the young, e.g., truancy. 
incorrigibility, runaway, ungovernability, the so-called juvenile. status offenses. 
However, the catch-all vag-rancy and disorderly statutes are also frequently invoked 
to deal with youthful misbehavior. The juvenife status offenses and. vagrancy or 
disorderly conduct when committed by those u..,der age 18 will be group~d together 
and wi.ll be scored two (2). The final ca.tegory of offenses consists of instances 
when individuals were stopped on the street for .~'picion.!i .iiwestigation. or infor-

.. mation at the,discr.etion of· the police officer. ·No criminal allegations need 
. necessarily h.ave been inv9J ved. H6wev~r, a stop for any .. of the above reasons 

usually carries an implication of at 'least· potential w1.'o11gdo:i.ng and·becomes part of 
an individual' 5 contact record. These relatively milwr incidents receive a score 
.of .one (1) in. the scoring system. ' 

" 

.. 
" ... .,~~.;.-.-..-..--. ......... ---"-..;,... ...... -----." ... - .. ..;--.------.--- .. -- _._-



~- '--~~-,---~- -------- -

• . . 

." 

...... 

- 18 -

TABLE 3. SERIOUSNESS OF POLICE CONTACTS: ORDINAL RANKING OF 6 MAJOR 
CATEGORIES AND THF OfFENSES INCLUDED IN EACH* 

Score 
,. 

6 Felonr Involving Persons: The 'following offenses are given a score" 
of 6 when treated as felonies by the police. 

Robbery ~9mi.cide 
Assault Escapee 
Sex Offenses Suicide 
Narcotics/Drugs' 

5 FelonlAgainst ProEertl: The following offenses are given a score, 
of 5 when ,treated as fe~onies 

Bu;rglary 
Theft : 
Auto Th.eft 

by the pol~ce. 

Forgery 
Fraud 
Violent Property Destruction 

4 Major ~lisdemeanor: The following offenses are given a score of 4 
when treated as misdemeanors by the police • 

Robbery 
Escapee 
Theft 
Narcotics/Drugs 
Weapons 

. As s,ault 
Fraud 
Violent Property Destruction 
Burglary 
Forgery 

3 Misdemeanor: The following offenses are given a score of 3 when 
treated as misdemeanors by the police. 

Obscene Behavior· 
Disorderly Conduct, 
Vagrancy 
Liquor Violations 
Sex Offanses 

Moving Traffic Violations 
Other Traffic Offenses·, 
Gambling 
Family Problems' 
Other 

I, 

2 Juvenile Status: The follo,wing offerises are "given a scor~ of 2 when 
the'contactee is 'under 18 years of age. 

Vagrancy 
Disorderly Conduct 

Incorrigible/Runaway 
Truancy " 

1 Contact forSusp~~ion, Inv~stigation, Information: The category is 
giv~n a score of 1 when the complaint report indicates a contact 

,for any of these reasons. 

*The specific offei1ses listed here are similar to those llsl!.:ld by Eilliott and 
Vosl?(l974:82) and l'Torfgang~ et al.~ C1972:68~69)'" 

.' 
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first police contact6 and type,of residential area (a proxy for secioeconomic 
. status). Being male, a. minority group member, having a police contact at a yeunger 

age, and corning from a lew socioeconomic status area of the conununity have 
historically been associated with higher levels of efficial crime. The question 
is, how much variability in .career seriousness do. these variables account for in a 
linear combination and, further, which variables have the greatest impact? In pre-

~. dieting intermediate serieusness scores the juvenile serieusness scere can be 
added as a fifth predictor since it is now a temporal antecedent. Similarly, in .. 
predicting adult seriousness scores, the combined seriousness sceres for the. 
juvenile and intermediate periods will be used as a fifth predictor. 

, Juvenile Serieusness Scores 

Table 4 presents the regression results for predicting juvenile seriousness 
scores fer each cehert. Only standardized (beta; S) ceefficients, as indices of 
the relative impertance ef each variable, are presented in the tables in this 
report (the independent variables are net strictly interval). Unstandardized ce
efficients are a~ailab1e in the original research report. 

TABLE 4. MULTIPLE REGRESSION RESULTS FOR PREDICTING JUVENILE SERIOUSNESS' SCORES," 
BY COHORT 

Variables 

Race 
Sex . 
Residential Area 
Age at First Police Contact 

R2 

Standardized Coefficients (S) 

1942 

.030 
- .075 

. -.003 
-.677. 

.497 

1949 

-.049 
-.092 
.... 080 
-.522 

.342 

With the exceptien ef the race variable in the 1942 cehort, the results are in 
the expected direction. These with ·high seriousness scores are males, minority _ ' 
group members, com~ from lower status residential areas, and had. earlier ce1J.tacts 
wi.th the police., In the 1942 cehort, Whites tend to be more likely to have higher. 
seriousness 'scores than do Blacks and Chicanos. 7 The R2 values indicate 'that the 
re;;pective models are reasonably potent, accoun.ting for 50!!.; CR2= .497)' of the 
variance in the 1942.cohort and 34% (R;!= .-342) in the. 1949 cohort. rf1le magnitude of 
the standardized coefficients. indicates that most ef the variability is related to. ' 
age at first police contact, . ·The other variables make very small ..contributions ,to .. : - , 

. e'xp1aining variability in serieusn'ess 'scores •. \VnY" is it that seme' individuals have 
contacts at an earlier rather than later age, if at all? Later in this repert we 
shall descri'~e <1;11, analysis which attempts to. determine the correlates of pelice 

6 Age at firstpoli.ce contact begins at age '6, .. This variable i;; modified for 
each period; in predicting juvenile .seriousness scores,' age' at first contact would 
include ages 6 through 17; those who had their first contact aft'er age 17 or who. 
never had a contact would receive 'a score of 18\0 A similar,medification is made fer 
the intermediate and adult periods.' 

.: 7 "Non~' at' the' Chicano males in the 1942. cohort had acontac·t and few Black femates 
had a serious contact during this period. By contrast, in the 1949 cohort both 
Black and Chicane. ,maJes and females had more serieus- contacts than their l~bite 
counterparts. 

~ \ . 

~"'--- -' 
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contact at an early age. The question is whether early contacts may be accounted 
. ,for by differentials in exposur.e, differential~ in visibility, or real differences 

in behavior on the part of those individuals who have early police contacts. 

Intermediate Seriousness Scores 

The prediction of intermediate seriousness scores includes the same four 
_. variables as before plus the juvenile seriousness score.' The relationships shown 

in Table Sare.in the expected direction, including the race variable in the 1942 
cohort. Juvenile seriousness score replaces age at first contact as the most 
important predictor in this age period. The remaining variables make relatively 
small contributions to predictiveness and there is a substantial reduction in 
'eXplained variance compared to the juvenile period. 

TABLE 5. MULTIPLE REGRESSION RESULTS FOR PREDICTING INTERMEDIATE SERIOUSNESS 
SCORE, BY COHORT 

Race 
Sex 

Variables 

Residential Area 
Age at First Police Contact 
Juvenile Seriousness Score 

Adult Seriousness Scores 

Standardized Coefficients (S) 

1942 

-.115 
-.093 
~.038 
-.115 

;390 

.282 

1949 

-.081 
-.036 
-.066 
-.068 

.431 

.271 

The prediction of 'adult seriousness scores proceeds as before except that 
juvenile seriousness score is replaced by a combined seriousness score for both the 
juvenile and intermediate periods as a pl.'edictor. Table 6 indicates that there is 
greater divergence between the cohorts for the adult period than in previous 
periods. In both cohorts the combined juvenile-intermediate seriousness score has 
the greatest input on adult seriousness SCOTes, In the 1942 'cohort, minority group 
status is" also of moderAte magnitude 03";.244), becoming more important in this 

TABLE 6." MULTIPLE REGRESSION RESULTS FOR PREDICTING ADULT SERIOUSNESS SCORES,· 
BY COHORT 

Variables ------
Race· 

. Sex,. 
Res.j,dentia1' Area 
Age at First Police Contact 
Juvenile-Intermediate SerioJls~ 

ness Score 

"Standardized Coefficients (8) 

1942 1949 

-.244 ' -.090' 
,,:,.069 -.020 
-.040 -.016 

,-.04.1, ..• 021 , 

"i41S .609 

.296 .397 
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period than during the two preceding ones. This is'not the case for the 1949 
cohor~, howeyer, where the juvenile-intermediate score ,(.60~) is by far the most 
potent predictor. 

, 

.. 

The results o'f'the analysis based on this information for members of both 
birth cohorts suggests that individuals become locked into the legal system 
primarily on the basis of the age at which they have their first recorded 
experiences with the police. The earlier that event occurs, the more likely a 
relatively serious official career is likely to develop with the seriousness of 
career at one stage of life influencing seriousness at later stages. The important 
theoretical and empirical que,stion rem~ins, what accounts for variation in age at 
first police contact? Why do some individuals get into trouble with the law 
earlier than others? '" 

Predicting, Seriousness of An.Official Criminal Career 
From Interview Data 

We next attempted to predict seriousness of of:ficial criminal careers on the 
basis of information derived from the 1976 interview schedule as well as serious
ness scores based on recorded police contacts. s The objective was to develop a 
series of regression models which are predictive of juvertile, intermediate, and 
ad~lt career seriousness scores in each cohort and further, to produce a single 
longitudinal model which describes the juvenile through intermediate through adult 
sequence as a \'1ho 1 e • " 

Notal! variables from the interview schedule are included in this analysis. 
Some variables were eliminated because they did not apply to all interviewees' 
(e.g., questions asked only of those whose mothe'rsworked outside of the home). 
Other variables wer.e eliminated after an examination of the zero-order correlation 
matrices. indicated that they were uncorrelated ''lith the dependent variables. 9 . 1he 
retained val.'iables \':ere re-exa.mined to determine the degree of intercorrelation: 
If two (01' more)intercorrelated va:riables measured similar things , the one with 
the lowest correlation with the dependent variable ".ras eliminated. 

II 

Because the de,pendent variables reflect different stages of the life cycle, it 
was necessary to select independent variables appropriate for each of these stages. 
That is, variables reflecting events or cond.itions occurring' during the respondent's 
juvenile pe1'iod are needed to predict juvenile seriousness- scores. These same' 
variables may also be used. to predict seriousness scores for the intermediate and 
adul t periods since they are part of the individuals', bio'graphies and may' continue 
to exert some influence in later l~fe.. Thus, the predictors ~f adult seriousness 
scores would include not only variables reflecting conditions and events during this, 
period butB:1sovarfables from,preceding age periods. . 

These procedures resulted in the selection of 26 potentially useful variables. 
, Table 7 present.s each variable and the mamlerin' which it was measure'd. t.O Two 

8 This section of the report is a modified and shortened vel'S ion of an tmpublished 
research report by Michael R. Olson, "Predicting Seriousness of Official Police Con
tact Careers: An'Exploratory Analysis." 
9 Zero-order correlation matrices were constructed for each total cohort and for . 
males and females of 'each cohort in order todete1.'ml.ne if sex 'differences were suf
ficiently different tp require separate fiul tiple regressi'on analyse~. ' \\'bile it seel!led 
that 'they were, preliminary regression analyses' l.:p,dicatedthat, the f~nai resuits did 
not justify carrying .out the entire a,nalysis en this basis. 

10 These va:riable~." in turn. ,,:ere subjected to three multiple regression variable 
selection routines (i. e., stepwise' forward selection [Sl~1, backward elimination [BE], 
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TABLE 7. INDEPENDENT VARIABLES 

1. Group Ties * 
1 = Independent 
2 = ~rultiple Group Oriented 
3 = Single Group Oriented (Other than Family) 
4 = Family Oriented 

. " 

*Cohort members were measured on this variable for 4 age periods: 6-13, 
14-17, 18-20, 21 and older. Each constitutes a separate variable. 

2. Employment Involvement During High School 
1 = No Employment 
2 = Summer 01\1y 
3 = School Year Only. _ _ 
4 = Both School Year and Summer 

3. ft~ttitude Toward School 
o = Negative 
1= Slightly Negative 
2 = Slightly Positive 
3 = Positive 

4. Extent of Friends' Trouble with the Law: Juvenile Period 
(Geometric Scale) 

1 = Low Friends' Trouble 

31 = High Friends' Trouble 

5 •. Perceived, Neighborhood Police Patrd! Activity: Juvenile Period 
1 = None 
2 = Light 
3 = Modera.te 
4 = Heavy 

6. Attitude Toward Police: Juvenile Period 
1 = Positive 
2 =' Indifferent 
3 = Negative 

. 7 •. Personal Change:' Juvenile Period 
1 = Liked Myself as I Was 
2 = -Wanted to be a Different Kind of Person 

8. Positive Influences from Significant Others: Juvenile Period 
0'= No Positive Influence 

5 = All Positive Influences 
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9. Negative. Influences from Significant Others: _,~~v.~ni1e :P~riod 
"0 = No Negative Influence 

10. 

-_ •. 
, 11 ~_ 

5 = All Negative Influences 

Household Head Economic Involvement: 
1 = Mostly Unemployed 
2 = Irregularly Employed 
3 = Regularly Employed 

H~~sehold Head Occupational 
l = Unemployed 
2 = Agricultural Laborer 
3 ~ Industrial Laborer 

Status: 

4 = Private Household Worker 
5 = Maintenance. Service 
6 ,; Operatives 
7 = Craftsman. Foreman 
8 = Clerical. Sales 
9 = Professional. Managerial 

12 . Family Intactness: Juvenile Period 
1 ='Lived With Neither Parent· 
2 = Lived With One Parent 
3 = Liy~d W~th. Bo.th. Parents. ' 

Juvenile Period 

Juvenile Period 

13 .. Children in Family of Orientation: Juvenile Period 
1 = Only Child 

8 = 8 or More Children 

14. Educational Attairiment , . 
1'= Less than 10 Years 
2 = 10 to 12 Years 

. ,3 - High School Graduate 
4 = College 

15. Age, at First' Full-Time Occ~adon 
1 ;: 13 years 

16 ~ 28 Years (1949) } *" 
[22 = 34 years. (1942)].' ," 

-*Code 22/16 indicates that "cohort member had never hada:fll11-"time 
occupation up to the time of interview. 

16. Statuso'f'First Full-Time Occupation* 
i ::;, Unemployed . ..---------. ----.. --"._". -"7--

. ~ e· ... . .... , . ~.~ ... ~. 

9 = Professional." Ma.nagerial" 
*Coded same as Ho~sehold Head Occupa~ional Status 

• 
• 
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17. Age at l.farriage 
1 ::; 16 years 

.. 24 _, 

14 = ~9 years (1949) } *' 
[20 ::; '-35 years (1942)] , 

·Code 20/14 indicates cohort members had never married at time of interview. 

,18. Amount of T:i,.lIleWorked ,Since, Education, Completed 
1 = Little of the Time 
2 = Most of the Time 
3 = AIl'of the Time' 

19. Friends~ Trouble with the Law: Adult ,Period (Geometric Scale) 
o = Low 'Friends' Trouble 

31 = Higli Friends' Trouble 

20. Status of Present Occupation* 
1 = Unemployed 

9 = Professional, Managerial 
*Coded same as Household Head Occupational Status" 

21. Present Income 
1 = L01'1 Income «$5000) 

37 = High Income ($37,000 - 37 j 900) 

22. Status of Residential Area: Juvenile Period 
1 = Low: Status 

6 = High Status 

. 23. Self-Report Delinquencies': Juvenile Period 
1 = Didn't Commit Delinquencies 

___ ~2_· =_C_~mmitted, Delinguenc:Les 
-

24.· Age, at First Police C0l'!.tact 
1 =,6 years 

22 :: 27 years (1949) }'* . ' 
[27 ::; 32, years (1942)] . ' 

*.Code 22/2:7 indicates that coliort member never had a recorded police contact. 

25. Automobile Use Scale:' Juvenile Period 
o = Low Use 

'_ .", 15 = High' Use 
--------------~----~---------------~'------------------~-----------------
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26. Years S'efore Leaving Home* 
o = 14 years 

14 = 
[18 = 

'*Code 14/1.8 
at,time of 

28 years (1949) } * 
32 years (1942)] 
indicates cohort member was 
interview. 

o • 
" 

still living with parents or family 

.~ 
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general points should be made regarding the findings. First 5 within cohorts there 
is a difference in the predictive models over age periods'; the model that best 
predicts juvenile seriousness is different from the one predicting intermediate or 
adult seriousness scores. This is not unexpected since it .is conceivable that con
ditions and events that may be influential at one period in life are not as 
important later in life. Second, the predictive models vary across cohorts for a 
given dependent variable, i.e.'; the predictors of adult seriousness scores in the 
1942 cohort are not the same as·those for the same variable in the 1949 cohort. 
These cross-cohort differences tend to be slight in the case of juvenile seriousness 
scores but greater in the case of intermediate and adult seriousness scores. 

?redicting Juvenile Seriousness Scores 

Table 8 presents a cross-cohort comparison of the selected predictors when 
juvenile seriousness score is the dependent variable. The best predictors of 

TABLE 8. SELECTED PREDICTORS OF JWENIL,E SERIOUSNESS. SCORES, BY COHORT 

Standardized Coefficients (S) 

Variables 

Age at First Police Contact 
Friends' Trouble with the Law 
Household Head's Economic Involvement 
Attitude Toward Police 

1942 

-.690 
.143 
.115 

.566 

1949 

-.421 
.283 

-.157 
.102 

.438 
.. 

and maximum R2 improvement [MR.I]) associated with the Step\'/ise Procedure in 
Statist.ical Analysis System (SAS) computer' package. The stepwise procedure associated 
"lith SAS was deemed more useful than its analog in the Statistical Package for Social 
Scientists (SPSS; Nie. et az..~ 1975) for two primary reasons. First, it is much 
easier to specify a selection parameter in SAS compared to SPSS. SAS allows the user 
to specify a particular alpha level (e.g., p<.OS) for each variable to be entered or 
deleted from a model. In contrast, ~PSS requir~s the user to select a specific F
value as a selection parameter. This value will only be approximate for a given 

'$igr;.i,:';,icance level under conditions of variation in d.egrees of freedom "lhich occur 
. in st~pwise selection. Second, SPSS offers only one variable selection routine in 

it's regressionprocedure. Le., forward inclusion without deletion of variables 
already'entered into the equation. However, SA~ offers 5 different selection 
routines: 1) forward inclusion without the deletion option as in SPSS, 2) stepwise 
forward selection with a deletion option. 3) backward elimination, 4) maximmn R2 
improvement, '&ld 5) minimum R2 improvement (Barr, 1976:251-252). The stepwise 
forward (SF), backward elimination (BE), and tna.ximum R2 improvement (MR) techniques 
were the ones 'selected as most useful for present purposes. These routines do not. 
necessarily produce the same final results although in most instances the results 
will be similar. The basic,strate,g'l employed here was to compare the outcomes of 
the SF. and BE routines as a reliabili,ty check. 'To the extent that two diffel'ent 
approa~hes produce the same final model, the credibility of that model is enhanced. 
The MRI routine was to be used as an arbiter if there was disag:teement bet\lleen the 
SF and BE appl'oaches . However, this turnea out to be an unnecessary step since , 
in. all cases, SF and BE produced identical f:tIlal mod.els. 
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j'uvenile seriousness are nearly identical 'in both the 1942 and 1949 cohorts: age at 
, first police contact, extent of friends' trouble with the law, and household head's 
'economic'involVement. One additional variable, "attitUde" toward police, 'acts a's a 
predicto~ in ,the 1949 but not the 1942 cohort., The signs of the coefficients 
indicate that a higher seriousness score is associated with 1) a lower age at first 
contact, 2) having friends who have had more serious trouble with the law, and 3) 
in the 1949 cohort, having a negative attitude toward the police. The signs 

. associated with regularity of household head's employment reverse across cohorts. 
In the 1942 cohort; the positive sign indicates that higher seriousness is . 
associated with greater regularity of employment while in the 1949 cohort, a negative 
sign indicates an association with less regular employment. 

The three variables comprising the 1942 cohort model account for nearly 57% 
(R2=.566) of the variance in juvenile seriousness scores while the four variables 
in the 1949 model account for 44% (R2=.438) of the variance. The relative size of 
the standardized coefficients within cohorts indicates that age at first police 
contact cohtinues to account for most of the variabi1~ty in each model in each 
cohort. 

The relative importance of age at first contact was further gauged by a model 
in which it was the only predictor variable and the resulting R2 values compared 
with those obtained in the full 'model in Table 8. As Table 9 indicates, the major 
portion of the explained variance in juvenile seriousness scores is accounted for 
by age at first police contact. In the 1942 cohort, this variable alone explains 
about 54% out of 57% of the variance, and in the 1949 cohort, 31% out of 44% of the 
variance. 

TABLE 9. COMPARISON OF R2 VALUES FOR REDUCED AND FULL MODELS IN PREDICTING 
JUVENILE SERIOUSNESS SCORES, BY COHORT 

Full Model* 
Reduced l-fodel ** 
Difference 

1942 

.566 

.541 

.025 

1949 

.438 

.307 

.131 

*Full model includes the variables presented in Table 8 for each coho,:<t . 
. 

**Reduced model includes onl)' ase at first police contact as a predictor variable. 

Given the relative importance of age at'first police contact as a predictor, 
an appropriate subsidiary analysis continued to be required to determine the 
an'cecedents 'of this variable, i.e. J what variables best predict age at first police 
contact? A number of variables previously described were subjected to the SAS 
selection procedures with age at first police contact as the dependent variab1e. l1

, 

TIle results of this analysis are presented in Table 10. 

11 The initial model, before selection, ineluded employmelJt during high school, 
amount of education, attitude toward school, age moved out of home,;age at first job, 
age at marriage, number of siblings, sex, 'n'horespondent lived with while growing up, 
xegularity of 'household head's employment, 'status of hous,ehold head' 5 occupation, 
race, social area of residence, self-Teported ,delipql,!ency, wanting ~to be a '. 
different person" a,ttitude to\~aTd police, automobile use scale, extent of friends' 
tl'oub}e, with the law" and perceived pOli,=:e patrol activity. 

'. '. 
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TABLE' 10. PREDICTORS, OF AGE, AT FIRST POL1CE"l:ONTACT 

Standardized Coefficients (f3) 

Variables 1942 . 1949 -
Sex -.296 -.180 
Juvenile Friends' Trouble with the Law '-.230 -.163 
Age at First Full Time Occupation ' .128 
Perc~ived Police Patrol Activity. -.184 
Automobile Use Scale -.148 
Residential Area .141 
Attitude'Toward Police . --- ~ -.123 

R2 .265' .214 

Only two variables appear in conrrnon as predictors across cohorts: sex and 
juvenile friends' trouble with the law. Being male and having friends in more 
serious trouble with the police are related to lm~er age at first police contact. 
In the 1942 cohort, it was also found that lower age at first police contact was 
associated with lower age at first full time employment and perceived heavy police 
patrOl activity in one's neighborhood. In the 1949.cohort, in addition to the two 
common variables·, three others operated as predictors of age at first contact. 
Here, higher levels 'of automobile use, lower status of social area of residence, 
~nd more negative attitude toward the police were associated with lower age at first 

: police contact •. 

In general, the varia.bles selected by SAS as predictors of age at first police 
contact were not good ones in the sense that they accounted for only 26~o and 21% of 
the variance, respectively, in the 1942 and 1949 cohorts. , This is reflected to 
some extent in the low absolute size of tIle standardized coefficients. This 
suggests that the information from the interview sclledulc, at least as coded and 
incorporated into the analysis, is not tapping the most i~ortant determinants of 
age at first contact. It is also possible that variables other than'those 
considered are presumably more important in their influence. 

The analysis !.thus far suggests that the following pr~limina:ry model (Figure 1) 
represents the· basic sequence in predicting juvenile seriousness scores. Juvenile 
sexiousness scores are most s·trongly related to' age at. first police contact: the 
lower the age at 'first contact, tlie-higher the seriousness score. In turn, the 

Figure 1 

f 
Age at ,First Full Time Occupatio~ 
Perceived Police Patrol Acti.vity 

1942' { . 1 
I Sex . . 
' .. Friends' Trouble with the Law 

Automobile Use' Scale J 
Residential Area' 
A:ttitude TO\,'ard Police .: .. ,;'" 

1949 

Age at 
First 
Police 

. ~ Contact 

Juvenile 
Seriousnes,s 

.-00+' Score 

-------~. -.----_.-----------------------------------------------------------
" 
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antecedents 9f age at first contact seem to vary to some extent by cohort. Altho:ugh 
sex and degree of. friends' trQuble with the law are common.tQ. both cohor:ts, other 
variables unique to each cohort also appear to exert an influence. Ne~ther model, 
however',' accounts for 'much of the variability in age at first contact.' . 

Predicting Intermediate Seriousness Scores 

.. ' _ Table 11 presents the results of the stepwise selection for the prediction of 
intermediate (ages 18-20) seriousness scores. A core of three variables appear to 
be common across both cohorts. Specifically, a high intermediate seriousness score 
i~: related to 1) a high juvenile s'ericusness score, 2) a negative attitude toward' 
police, and 3) in the 1942 cohort, higher age at marriage but in the 1949 cohort".a 
lower age at marriage. These three variables are the only predictors 'selected in 
the 1942 cohort, and account for 34% (R2=.343) of the variance in the dependent 
v~riab1e. HOl'l'ever, in the 1949 cohort, four additional. variables are included as 

TABLE 11. ,SELECTED PREDICTORS OF INTERMEDIATE. SERIOUSNESS SCORES 

Standardized Coefficients CSl 
Variables 

Juvenile Seriousness Score 
,Attitude Toward Police 
Age at Marriage 
Years Before Leaving Home 
Age at First Full Time Occupation 
Residential ,Area 
Perceived Police 'Patrol Activity 

. R2 

1942 

.519 

.153 

.098 

.'343 

-------------,---------------------

1949 

.475 

.086 
-.106 

.143 
-~101 
- .103 

.075 

.333 

pr'edictors Q£ high seriousness scores:. l)greater length of time lived at home, . 
2) lower age at first' full-time job, 3) lower status' of social area of residence, 
and 4) perception.. that one' 5 neighborhood was heavily p~trolled Oy police. The 
seven variables in the 1949 cohort ac.count for 33% (R2 -.335) of the variance _in 
intel'mediate seriousness scores. 

It should be noted that the selected predictors 'of intermediate seriousness 
. scores are less effectiv~ than'those for juvenile seriousness scores in terms of 

explained variance. In pa.rt, this'may be due to the relative shortness'of the 
intermediate period which results in less va.riability of the seriousness scores 
comparedto'greater variability during the longer juvenile period. For example, 
the range of juvenile and intermediate scores ~s 48 and 36, respectively. in the 
1942 cohort and 114 and 84 in the 1949 cohort. With less variability among inter-
mediate scores, it is more difficult to find adequate predictors. . 

Within cohorts, juvenile seriousness. scores appear to be the most important 
predictors of intermediate seriousness scores judging by the relative size of the 
standardized .regression coefficients. The relative importance of juvenile serious
ness score can be gauged by comparing the R2 values for the full model (Table 11) 
.with.il reduced model "lhich contains only juvenile seriousness SCOI,e .. as a predictor 
.in each of 'the respective cohorts •.. Tabl,e 12 indicates that 31:0 CR2=.~ 31Q) 'of the . 
tots.l. of 34~i' expH1.ined variance in the 1942 cohoi't is attributable to juvenile 
seriousness score aloJ1e. Similarly, 2S gr,; (R2::;. 2713) of a total of 3390 of the 
v:ar.iance ca.nbe, attril:mte·d to thi.s variable in .thE; 1949. cohort, .• 

.' '. 
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TABLE 12. 'COMPARISON OF R2 VALUES FOR REDUCED AND FULL MODELS IN PREDICTING 
!NTE~ffi~IATE SER~OU~NESS SCORES~ BY COHORT 

Full Model* 
Reduced Model** 

Difference 

*Full model includes the variables in Table 11. 

1942 

.343 

.310 

.033 

1949 

.333 

.278 

.055 

'**Reduced model includes only juvenile seriousness score as a predictor variable. 

~ :·1 ~! 

. These findings suggest a further extention of Figure 1, in which juvenile , .. 
seriousness score becomes the primary predictor of intermediate seriousness score: , .' 
(see Figure 2). " 

Figure 2 

. r' Age at ~i~st Full Time Occupation 
Perceived Police Patrol Activity Age at 

1942 { 1 First 

I Sex Police 
. Friends' Trouble with the La\~} --r Contact 

1949 
Automobile Use Scale J 
Residential Area 
Attitude Toward Police, 

Predicting Adult Seriousness Scores 

Inter-
Juvenile mediate 
Serious- Serious--
ness ness 

--:--+- Score . ---r Score 

Table 13 presents the selected predictors of adult seriousness scores for both 
cohorts. The one variable common across cohorts, intermediate seriousness score, 
is also the most important among the selected predictors based on the magnitude of . 
the standaTdized coefficients. Apart from this conunon variable, the two cohorts are 

. quite different in terms of the variables operating as predict.ors. In the 1942 
cohort, high adult seriousness scores are link~d to: 1) high employment involvement 
in high school~ 2) low educational attainment, 3) low family intactness, 4) low age 
at first police contact, 5) perceived light police patrol activity in one's neighbor
hood during youth, 6) low present income, and 7) greater extent of adult friends' 
trouble with ~he law.. Alternately, in the 1949 cohort, hl.gh adult seriousness 
scores are associat.ed with: 1) a large number of children in one's faIJ1i1y of 
orientation, '2) low pI:esent occupational status, 3) higher age at marriage, and 

, 4) higher juvenile seriousness scores. 
.ii'· 

The eight.predictor variables in the 1942 cohort explain about 3,8% (R2=.376) of 
the variance in the dependeht variable'while the five predictors in the 1949 cohort 
account for 61% (R2 =.,613) of the variance in ,adult !:iel'iousness scores.. The higher 
percentage: ,of explained variance in the .1949 cohoJ:.'t. seems .. to he due to the strong 
contribution of intermediate seriousness scores (f3=.690). 
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TABLE 13. PREDICTORS OF ADULT SERIOUSNESS SCORES 

Variables 

Intermediate Seriousness score 
Employment Involvement During High School 
Educational Attainment 
Family Intactness 
Age at First Police Contact 
Perceived Police Patrol Activity 
Pres~nt Income . 
Adu1 t Friends' Troub! e with the Law 
Children in Fa~ily of Orientation 
Status of Present Occupation 
Age at Marriage 
Juvenile Seriousness Score 

Standardized Coefficients Ca) 
1942 1949 

.445 .690 

.090 
-.103 
-.124 
-.146 
~.120 

-.078 
.191 

.069 
-.082 

.108 

.113 

.376 .613 

As before, most of the var~ability in the dependent variable is accounted for 
by a single variable--intermediate seriousness score. Table 14 compares the R2 
values of the full model in Table 13 with, the reduced model containing'only inter
.mediate seriousness score as the predictor variable. In the 1942 cohort, 25% 
CR2 =.254) of a total of 38% explained variance is attributed to intermediate 
seriousness scores while in the 1949 cohort 58% (R2=.582) of the total of 61% can 
be attributed to this variable. 

TABLE 14. COMPARISON OF R2 VALUES FOR REDUCED AND FULL MODELS IN PREDICTING 
ADULT SERIOUSNESS SCORES, BY COHORT 

Full Model* 
Reduced Model** 

Difference 

*Full model includes the variables in Table 13 .. 

1942 

.376 

.254 

.122 

1949 

.610 

.582 

.028 

**Reduced model includes only intermediate seriousness score as a predictor 
variable. 

Again, a. fUl'ther extension of the model' in Figure 2- is required (see Figure 3). 
The results of the data-reduction procedure suggest this to be the most parsi
monious model of the sequence ,of··s.eriousness scores from the juvenile through the 
adult periods. . The crucial link in the chain appears to be age at first police 
conta'ct. The earlier first pOll.ce contact occurs, the higher the juvenile 
seriousness score wil1 be. We i?l'e still left with:the problem of detennining the 
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1942: {' Age at Juvenile 
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Automobile: Use Scale 'h949 
,RI~~sidential Area ' j' 
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conditions that account for variability in age at first contact--\;,hy do some 
individuals begin their official ~riminal careers earlier than others? Although an 
att~mpt was made to provide a provisional answer to this question, it is dear that 
the' information as coded from the interview schedule and included in these 
multiple regression analyses do"not tap the important explanatory dimensions. 

MULTIPLE DISCRIMINANT ~~ALYSIS AS A BASIS FOR DISCRIMINATING 
FREQUENCY AND SERIOUSNESS OF POLICE CONTACTS 

Our- next step "las to utilize t.he SPSS multiple discriminant analysis technique 
in an effort to determine if there is a basis for constructing empirical typologies 
of delinquents and criminals in terms of frequency and seriousness of police 
contacts .. employing the same independent variables as in the r~gression anal~'ses 
described .in the previous section. T'nis analytic procedure mt;,ni,ilUlates the data in 
order to produce that linear combinatiol1 of variables' which max.irilizes the 
distinc,tiveness of two or more contact frequency or seriousness categories. The 
frequency categories previously employed in describing the concentration of 
serious, delinquency and crime in a relatively small proportion of each cohort with 
multiple offenses were uSed in dividing each cohort into four groups, those with no 
police contacts, one contact, 2 to 4 contacts, and fiver or more contacts (we have 

'added the no contact category to those utilized by Wolfgang, et aZ.). . 
The mu! tiple discriminant analysis procedure was also, follm·red in order to see' 

i~,the. data permitted discrimination between those who had at least one felony 
'contact a,ndth,ose who did not, those who had at 'least one FBI Part I offense and 
-those who did not, a'nd those who had no contacts, contacts for juvenile status 
offense~"traffi'c offenses, or contacts for suspicion, investigation, or inform~tion 
and these with contacts for criminal offense categories.'Each analysis was performed 
for three age periods,preadult ages 6 through 20, an adult period commencing at 
age 21, and a. combination of the periods 6, through 20 and after, age, 21. 

Although no more than 40 percent of the difference between frequency categories 
for the 1949 cohort and 3S percent for the 1942:cohort (combined preadult ,and ,adult 
period) were· accounted for by the independent variables (these values were even 
smaller for each age period separately considered). 'There\vere, however, encourag
ing cross...,cohort similarities and similarities bet\veen age periods. For example, 
thos~ from both, cohor.tsin the high contactcategorydu:ring the preadult period 
were mo'st likely to have come' fI'om low socioeconomic status 'l'es:idential areas, to 
have had a neg'ative attitude tOl1c1.rd the porice, to have inadeg:¥hater use of, the 
autamobile; and to have had friends in more serious trouble with the law. On the 
other hand"when each 10'14 versus high frequency was dichotomized commencing \'lith 
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zero conta<;.ts versus 1 or more contacts, 0-1 versus 2 contacts, and soon, the' 
discriminating variables' were. so inconsistent that classification on a basis of 
fr~quency,of contact must be considered a very arbitrary decision--there is really 
no empirical basis f9T.,dividing frequency of contact in tenns of, the independent 
variables which ar~:;ilnegedly associated with frequency. , 

\, ~. ". , " . 
Less success:-:was had in discriminating between s,erious and non-serious 

cat~gorie? of con:tact whether serious be for felony contacts. Part I offenses 
contacts,or whatever"w:i,th no more than 30 percent of the difference accounted for 
in any of the seriou5I1es:s dichotomies for any age period or combination of age 
periods by the interview and place of residence data. The greatest similarity 
bet\'leen cohc.rts and over age periods was found within the most serious category of 
each dichotomous pai+. Withi~ the felony - nonfelony dichotomy, for example,'socio
economic status ot: ;residential area, attitude toward the police,. extent of juvenile 
friends' trouble \o[ith the law. and group ties during age 6 to 13 were consistently 
found'to be characteristic of persons with'felonies. Only two of these,. socio
economic.status of residential area z,n.d attitude toward the police were associated 
with those who had contacts for Part I offenses or were-in the criminal offense 
category of the 'third dichotomy (although several other variables were) .12 

This, of course, suggests why researchers arrive at conf1ictillgcon~lu~ions 
about the antecedents and correlates of serious delinquent and criminal ca'i".eers-
each operational definition of frequency and seriousness of careers utilized in our 
own research generates a different set of relationships with conuTtonality on only 
those varia.bles which are the most powerful determinants. Furthermore, differences 
between age periods sugges'ts that while there are consistencies over time, 
historical circumstances are responsible -fo-r periodic change in the chain of events 
01' sets of circu!D.stances that generate frequent and serious police contacts among 
both juveniles and adults, 

CONCLUSION 

While police contacts for alleged 'de1inquen.t and criminal behavior are wide
spread, patterns of concentnltion, particularly fOT those behaviors in Hhich 1m ... er 
soeioecunomic status persons can participate, are found in the inner city and its 
interstitial areas, the tradition for U.S. cities since at least the turn of the 
centl~ry. If we wish to make simple predictions to 'the effect that, persons _,.,ho 
r'eside in the inner city and its inte-.rstitial areas \dll have lengthier and more 
serious delinquent and criminal careers than those who live in better socioeconomic 
status 'areas,there is no probl'em. When we -attempt to- predict continuity in -
cal'eers, whether it be on the frequency or se:riousness dimension, the problem 
becomes more difficult for it is obvious that tne relationship between juvenile and 

. a_duItcareers,- or simply continuity in caTeers, j.s dependent 'Upon what goes on in 
the minqs of persons in positions of authority in the juvenile and adult justice 
systems as well as \~hat goes on in the minds- of the jllveniles, and adults who become 
recipients of their attention. While the data reveal, no matter how ori~ looks at 
it, that the ~arly onset of a juvenile career (as defined by conta.cts with the 
police at an early age) will result in the generation of more police contacts and 
more serious CQntacts than a later onset, the question remains as to whether,or 
not an eal'Iy onset of police contacts may be explai,ned by an earl),' onset of 
delinquent _ behav lor, chance (i. e. everyone does these things), or early ideritifica
tion and labelling by the police as a person who, will be ob~erved more carefully as 
a consequence ,?f his or herrace/ethnicity and/or area_ of residence .. 

12 Unpublished l"esearch,report by f.1ichael: R, Olson, "An Examina.tion of Criminal 
Typologies Based on Frequency and SCTiousr,ess of: Cont,act with the Police." 
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