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Senate Sub-Committee on Child
and Human Development
March. 8, 1978 .

Violence in the Family

Suzanne K. Steinmetz, Ph.D. . j
Individual & Family Studies ;
}

. University of Deldware
Newark, DE 19711

I am pleased that after researching the area of family vio-
lence for 8 years, I have been requested to testify before the
Senate regarding pending Domestic Violence legislation. I am
here representing COFO, Coalition of Family Organizations,
which is composed of the Américan Home Economic Association,
National Council on Family Relations, American Associations of
Marriage & Family Counselors and Family Service Association,
which are deeply committed to both research on and providing
service to families and their members.

Introduction i
1
Although extensive media coverage of family violence i

is a recent phenomena, an examination of court records, newspaper

articles and laws suggest that as long as there have been families
there has probably been family violence. It certainly pre-dates

violence on TV, the movies or magazines.
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An examination of early laws also suggest that family violence

is not just a contemporary phenomena.
A 1646 law attempted to help parents control their rebellious

children, noting that unless the parents "have been very un-

christianly negligent in the education of such children or so

provoked them by extreme and cruel correction," any child over 16

years of age and of sufficient understanding who cursed, smited

and would not obey his natural mother or father "would be put to

death" (Brenner, 1870:37).

In 1874, public reaction to the story of Mary Ellen, the nine-

Year-old rescued from her physically abusive parents by appealing
to the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty tc Animals was in-
strumental in the founding of the Society for the Prevention of

Crueity to Children. The cost of incarcerating wife beaters and

providing for their families was of such great concern that in
1885 the Pennsylvania legislature suggested public whippings as
an alternative punishment (Steinmetz and Straus, 1974:45).

While much attention was given to legislative remedies for

wife beating, husband beating did not.go unnoticed. A favorite

theme of turn-of-the~century comic strips such as Katzenjammer

Kids ana'hringing Up Father, was the husband wha endured verbal

and physical abuse from his wife. The popularity of these domes-

.

B s P ) : s oy
tic relations comics was most likely sustained because they ap-

prdiﬁmated, albeit in a comig, . non-serious manner, common family
. . ) e
situations. The movies are full of heros ‘slapping their mate --

' R .

The Love Machine has several scenes where the woman is first se~-

Likewise, hardly a

duced then beaten in true James Bond fashion.
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"girl next door4 movie of the 50's or "beach §laﬁket" £ilm of the
éo's was without a scene where the heroine was insulted or per-
¢eived herself ém be insulted —- she hau1s off and slaps the of-
fending male in the face -~ he turns, head lowered and leaves. We
are all satisfied th;t justice has prevxilled. .

In spite of the above attention paid to violence among family
members, nearly a century passed pefore family violence was ack-—
kn;wledged as a serious social ‘problem.

Extensiveness of Violence in Families

y s : Y . o ri-
Given the recent interest in family violence it is approp:
‘ i i oblem
ate to ask just how extensive is family violence? ;s the pr .

serious enough to justify all the attention recently focused on it?
n
erio )

Marital Violence

. i i is
The data below (see Table I} suggest that marital violence

s : ces 1 as
not selective. Its presence is felt in large cities as wel

the suburbs and is found in all geographic areas.

Table I here

The reports listed represented only a selection of existing

data. Although the different methods of presenting the findings

i ies, it
and different sources do not allow comparisons across studies,
’ ‘ i i ide- 11 pre-
is quite evident that marital violence is a wide-spread, a p

ding phenomena. Three studies listed (Steinmetz, 1977b; 1877c¢;
va .

: imate
Straus et al., 1977b) are based on samples which allow estimates

i the
to be made for larger population. Applying these data, to

i S Y

total married éﬁpulation which is 47 miliion couples my data in-
dizates that 3.3fyi11ion wives- and over a.quarter million husbands
experienced severg beatings from their spowse. Based on the
National representétive study done by my colleagues Stcaus and
Gelles and myself, over 1.7 million individuals had faced a knife
or gun and over 2 million had been beaten up. Since only intact
families were surveyed in these three studies, vwhe extrapolated
findings only apply to couples presently'living tbhgether. as a
result, these data probably greatly underestimate the total hum-
ber of individuals who have been violent;y attacked by a spouse

in a previeus marriage, either because they wvere eliminated from

- 1e sample because they are no longer married or because they were

questioned about their relatioﬁship with a current spouse.

Parent-Child Violence

Corporal punishment, which fulfills the generally accepted
definition of family violence "intent to inflict physical injury"
and which differs only in degree of severity from child abuse is
an important.aspect of family violence. First it is the most pre~
valent form of family violence. Numberous studies (Blumberg,
1964-65; Erlanger, 1974; Stark and McEvoy, '1970) have indicated
that between 84 and 97 percent of all parents have used physical
punishment at some peint in . the child's 1jife. A high percentage
of these families continued using corporal punishment for disci-
plining their children until tenth grade (Bachman, 1967) and
twelfth grade (Straus, 1971; Steinmetz, 1971, 1974a).

Corporal punishment is also the most accepted form of family
violence. Parents are expected. to control and mold fheiq child-

ren and they are given considerable freedom in selecting the

T
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_5_
mechanism they use to obtain this control. Unlike Sweden where a

parent can be imprisoned for a month for‘striking a child; spank-
ing is considered to‘be an acceptable way of disciplining child-
ren and the privilege to spank has been recently extended to
school teachers and school bus drivers. ’

A final consideration is the existence of a positive rela-

tionship between corporal punishment and other forms of family
Severé physical punishment marks the childhoods of

violence.
numerous adults who commit physically violent acts on family mem—

bers and strangers. Several researchers have stated ‘that physi-
cal punishment is at one end of the continuum) the other end being

child abuse (Gelles, 1973, 1975a; Gil, 1970; Straus, et al., 1977a).
With increasing stress, physical punishment can easily develop

into child abuse, as suggested by estimates of child abuse pre-

sented in Table II.

The data in Table II suggest a range from an optimistic 6,000
per year (Gil, 1970) to a more realistic 500,000 based on Light's
(1974) reanalysis of‘Gil's data.’ Probabiy the most aé;urate data
for estimating child abuse is that ﬁfovided by Straus, Gelles and

myself (1977b) which is based on parents’ reports of specific
Our data has two limitations when es-

"disciplinary" techniques.
The first, discussed above, is the limiting

timating child abuse.
The second is the collection of

! of the sample to intact families.
data on children between 3 and 17. 'Child abuse appears to occur

e
more frequently in single parent families and among infants and

toddlers (perhaps becausé they are at greater risk for injuries

R e

the life cycle,

%

normal ig Violence bEtWEEI’l sibs, Yet ap exan lnation of Table IIx
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suggest that we
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we woulﬁ immedi :
: atel : .
are to1d e Y be filled with rage and disgust
at the in<uye: ' ! st.  If
€ Injuries resulted frep a flignt + however,
= With a brothey

or sister ~-- the typlcal Teaction 1s to nog and remark Kids will
. { :

in the nationa}l StUdY (Stlau‘S et al. , 197713) extIEPOIatlng his
P -1/ - X
ercen o million ¢ lldren be ween who have siblin
t to 3s 1/3 11 hilg bet 3-17 h 1 gs

. Suggestg that an estimateq 109 000 ChlldIEH actually used g knife
’

b

i

NM%WM:MN_...-.:‘W..N_“

i

JE

st




——

by a brother or sister. Thus 6.5 million children have been
"beaten up" by a sibling and nearly 2 million children sometime

during their childhood have faced a gun or knife.

Battered Elderly Parent

our knowledge about the bgttered elderly parent mirrors our
knowledge of the extent of child abuse in the early ﬁO's orvthe
extent of our knowledge‘about wife abuse in the early 70's. If
we were to label the 60's as the decade of -interest on child'abuse,
énd the 70's as decade of wife abuse studies, then I predict, given
the‘generally increasing concern for the elderlyband more specifi-
cally concern of abuse of,elderly in public institutions, that: the
80's will be the decade‘sf the Battered Parent.

There are séveral parallels between the battered child and
battereﬁ parent. First, both are in a dependent position - relying
on their caretaker for basic survival needs. Second, béth are as-
sumed to be protected by virtue of the love, gentleness, and car-
ing which we assumed that the family provides. A third point is
both the dependent child and the dependent elderly adult can be a
source of emotional, physical and financial stress to the care-
taker. While the costs of caring for one's children are at east
a recognized ﬁurden, the émotional and economical résponsibility
for the care of one's elderly parents over a prolonged period (a
problem not 1ikeiy to be faced by most familieg in the past) has
not been acknowledged.

Some of this batterihg takes the form of benign neglect-inade-

quate knowledge about caring for the elderly which results in

harm.
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nglish with - their typical dry humor first labeled the

roblem "gi ing"
P granny.hashlng', but have begun to refer.to this grbw—

ing probIeﬁ as. " - i -
gram-slamming. ~However, England,'recogniziﬁg the

stress pl i
Placed on the caretaking children, does, provide periodic

respit Y of ‘ov . mil-
Plte care. Unfortuna tel s in-the U.S. the care £ er- 22 1
€

lion indivi j
individvals over g5 (of which only about s bpexcent are insti
23 1=

tutionalize is
1 zed) is left to chance. .Based on population.and economic

‘trends one can Predict the following: :
1-m ) { i :
ore eldexly people, a higher cost of living and. a great
demand for alternative housing for elderly ) -

vacations, sihgle
ildren. -

3 < more" rki :
- € women working and/or looking forward to resuming work
e .
n chlldren are launched to meet these expended costs

With inc: i i
. h increasing conflict between the needs .of parents and th
X of n e
goals of i i '
of their children we can. predict an increase in ‘the amountiof

violence chi dren use contrxo elr e rly paren unless ade-
) C e 1 to t 1 th lderl rents 1 s ad

. Quate support systems. are available
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Homicides
Homicide, the most extreme form of violence, is also a part
of husband-wife interaction. Domestic quarrels were a factor in
31 percent of 255 homicides océurring in Atlanta, Georgia during
< 3972 (Boston Globe, 1973), -and based on’F.B.I.‘rEgorts,accounted
for 13 percent ofrhomioides durlng 1969 . (Truniger, 1971). In
Detroit, 23 peroent of the homicides we}e betwéen husband  and
N . X N

‘wife (Wilt &nd: Bannon, 1976). : L

‘wolfgang (1958), in an investigation .of }om;crdes occurring
between 1948 and 1952, found that 24.7 of all victims and offen-
dets were members.ofrthe same family and in 18 percentkof.the in-
cidents they were spouses., There.were no differences between the
percent of husbands or wives as-offenders. ' Based-on F.B.I. sta-

tistics, over isfpercent of “the "homicides in 1975 were between

‘Yusband and wife. In 7.8 percent of the ‘cases the husbands were

317
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disorders and suicide.

A childhood characterized by relentléss brutality, personal
éxperience with Violent death and extremely unfavorable -home con-
ditions were found to be common background factors for 33 addles~
cents who committed murder (Bender; 11959). 'Sargent (1962) -in a
study of childrer who killed, ‘reported that not only did parents
useé extreme cruelty ‘towards ‘the child, but their cruelty was con-
doned'b§”other family members.' studies of adolescents whoﬂcom—'
mitted paricide (Tanay,. 1975; ‘Sadoff, 1871), reveal thét the vic-
‘tim parént was cruel and frequently beat ‘other members of the fam-
ily egpecially the child's'motner. _Climent and Ervrn, (1972)
‘found that three—fourths of a sample composed of 30 1nd1v1duals
who were admrtted to the emergency room as a result of v1olent
behav1or had been assaulted by thelr fathers, and one- seventh had

been assaulted by the;r mothers.‘ Only one 51yth of the control

» icti ' lwhile in 8.0 percent of”the eases the victims were wives group of 30 emergency room admlttances were assaulted by fathers
victims, wh - sent of | ; ;
. ems s . . and onl one 1ndlv1dual was assaulted b the mother n thls study.
(vital Statistics Reports, 1976).. We do know that filicide is S ) ¥ y : aay
ond- to -spousal homicide as the predominant form of Familial b Palmer (1962) found that murderers were more llkely to have suf—
; sec O th doml .
; " homicide (Wolfgang, 1958) and over é 000 were killed by their fered severe physical beatlng and traumatlc 1nc1dents than the
omicide . ’
Ny ’ ] . . : control rou whlch con51sted of thel broth .
Y 7 ‘parents 'in 71975 (Besharov, 1975). Although nation-wide statis- group r brothers

it

tics are not available ‘for sibling homicides, three percent of
the homicides; which occurred in’Philadelphia between 1948-52
(Wwolfgang, 1958), and 3 percent of the homicides oocuriing in

New York City dQuring 1965 (Bard, 1971) were sibling homicides.

Why should'we be concerned with Family Violence?

In spite of the pervasiveness of family violence and its ef=
fect on a large number of individuals, the cost to society goes
beyond the @estruction faced by individuals and their family, and

extends to rape, murder, political assassination, severe mental

PR e atias wa e S e Laao e s

Brutal;zzng childhoods were found to be character;stlc of
raplsts (Brownmlller, 1975- Hartogs, 1951), spllt personalltles
(Schrelber, 1973) and suicide (Gayford 1975 Bender and Curran,
1940,kMacDonald, 1967)._ A study of the chrldhoud env1ronment of

14 polltlcal assassins revealed dlsorganrzed broken fam111es,

parental abuse and rejectlon and marglnal 1ntegrat10n lﬂtO soc1ety

(Stelnmetz, 1977b).
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Ccycle of Family Violence
Gayford (1975) in a study of battered wives discovered that

both the batterer and victim had violent childhoods. Owens and
straus (1975) in a secondary analyses of a survey conducted for
the Commission on the Causes and prevention of Violence reported
aﬂstrong association between exposure to violence, either as an
bobsereer or a victim, during childhood and violent behavior as an
adult, a finding supported by Sedgley ﬂ1977) in a secondary ana-~
lysis of NORC data. These patterns were found to continue over
several generations in studies of child abuse -- a cycle in which
tee battering parents had experienced abuse from their own par=
ents (craft, 1969; Bryant, }963; oliverxand Taylor, 1971; Silver,
t al., 19693 Wasserman, 1967 Zalba, 1966) . . Wilt and Bannon
(1976) note that over one-fourth of the individuals who committed
assault or murder reported having frequent arguments with their
parents. Fdrtﬁermore, their analyais of 90 intrafamilial homi-
cides, revealed that 62 percent had been preceded by prev1ous
assaults on the same family member. Even in less violent forms
the use of phy51ca1 force is passed on from generation to genera-
tion (Steinmetz, 1977a, 1977b) ] \
Based on a study of 34 boys and 39 girls in a family treat-
ment program, Gladstone expressed belief that "children who have
recei?ed signiflcant exposure to violent behavior ‘before the age
of two are likely to hive identified with this pattern of response
in a fashion that pro;es te be eséentially irreversible, although
a great deal can be done subsequenfly to contain it" (1975:373).
He notes that 1nterven£ion before the age df 18 months greatly en-

hances the possibility of modifying the child's violent behavior.

%

319

. 12

1=
=l

ention and Prevention of Familvy Violence

When atteémpting to develop mechanism for reducing family violence
one must divide the mechanisms into shorc-term-immediete rieeds and
long~-term goals. )

Short-term needs for victims of family violence would
include ‘the providing of shelters for severly battered women who
need immediate removal to a safe place. While this often amounts
to replacing one “"prison” with anothér, the alternative, removirng
the male and keeping him in pfison(or providing the women with a
24 houf body guard) do not appear to be adequate alternatives. It
should be noted that for spouse abuse cases, there isno reason why
new statutee could not provide immediate removal of the male (or [emale
if she 1is the perpetrater) and inearceration for 24 or 48 hours. This
would allow the victim time to make alternative plans, as weli as
a cooling off pefiod, and the dpportdnity to provide at least minimal

legal and emotional counseling. Unfortunately, such laws do not exist.
Hot-lines,with' 24 hour operatlon for both spouse abuse and child abuse
are needed. There is a need for regional directories, constantly
updated, where individual communities could obﬁain information on
sheltere and support groups. Foster care‘and group homes for abused
children must be availabie, es well as intensive.tﬁerapy with the
child and family to counteract the impact of this violence on fﬁe
child. There is a need for cash grants to be available to vietims

of spouse abuse. Women often return home after ﬁheir stay in the
shelter simply because they have nowhere else to go. Even if ‘the
support group is able to efficiently arrange for welfare ahd child

support payments, the security deposit , one month's rent in advance

SR T
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and charges for installing utilities require considerably more
cash: than these women are able to accumulate. -The heed to pro-
vide short-term support services such as homemakers aids, day
care, visiting nurses or homemakers would be a considerable help
. to "at-risk" parents as well as children who are caring for el-
derly parents. )

Also -the short-term intervention measures for reducing family
violence must address the need to provide in-service,training to
those agencies that deal withrvictims of family violence: the
police, the courts, the schools, hospitals, doctors, and ministers.

) The measures suggested above, provide short-term, crisis ori-
ented intervention. Unless we see, as the way to reduce family
violence, mandating more an§ more shelters for abused women and

children, we must begin to examine long-range, preventive measureg,

. The measures being suggested, grow out of the research on family

violence as well as research on violence in general. The issues
being addressed include abortion for unwanted pregnancy, better
birth control devices and birth control education; developing in
each iﬂdividual self-esteem»and a  better self-concept; pro&iding
non-éexist socialization of our young; providing adequaté educa~
tioﬁ for ou{(children; inciudiﬁg c;nqepgs on Parenting and child
deveiopment»for gll‘children in allklevels of edgéation, éeyelop-
ment §f community“based support groups for parenting and harital
enrichment; changing our value system to deemphasizg the accepta-
bilitg'of vio;ence, and redrdgriqg our priorities to includé a
‘larger share of the nationei gudget for preventive human Service

programs.
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Abortion and Birth Control

Abortion is not an eéasy choice for any woman. -Regardless of
‘personal feelings on this topic, the research on child abuse
clearly indicates that -young mothers, poor mothers, uneducated
and’ unskilled mothers, mothers without” families to- provide emo-
tional and financial support, single parent mothers, mothers who
did not want and/ovr resent the child, and mothers whose child is
premature or is born with a mental or physical handicap all have
a high probability of abusing the child.

The more factois from the above list, thé‘higher the proba-
bility that the mother will aﬁuse. ﬁnfortunately this list also
describes mothers Qho aré now deni;d federally funded abortions.
Thegg must be a changg in this stance. Furthermore, research in-
to moreveffectivg, safer biréh éontrol must be continued aiong

yith comprehensive gducationa; programs on birth control.

Improving Self-Esteem

Our research- on abusing parents-and battered wives has sug-
gested that these individuals have low self-esteem -- a lack of an
adequate self concept. It is difficult to’ love a child when you
do not love yourself. Likewise, women who think they -are worth-
less and deserve to be beaten are unable to £ind the courage to
leave the batterer. My research on battered husbands is most en-
lightening in this réspect.  Men report that they stay with the
battering wife for the same reasons women give for staying with -

an abusive husband:  The children, stigma, economics.

T
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However, when questioned, men consistently repért that they could

maintain an adequate standard Gf living.
always leave when they wanted -- if things got too bad. - Even men -

Educational Needs
whose wi&es are the primary breadwinners will report this. Women, -

. In an educational system which has a wide range of academic
on the other hand, consistently report that they cannot leave.

, and vocational courses as wgll as health education, physical edu-
While many women are financially trapped, this same response 1S .

cation, drivers education, it seems ironiéal that we totally ne-
given by women who are economically independent, have; astablished :

) ¥
glect the two major roles which almost all adults will £ill --
credit records and adequate resources.

: % ‘ . . . 1 .
Non-Sexist Socialization .

that of spouse and parent. We need to incorporaté marriage and

parenting concepts into already existing courses at all levels of 59
our sexist socialization process has really done a job on

education.
women. Marriage has been held up as the ultimate goal for women =

Some high schools have mandatory courses in marriage prepa-
- practically the only socially acceptable adult role for women.

ration as well as child development courses complete with "hands-
WQméh have been socialized to play the submissive, dependent role:

on" experience with small children.

The responses of teachers and
"they cannot survive without. their man" even when an objective

students in these courses are overwhelmingly positive.

Many
analysis of the situation suggest otherwise. Men have been socia- ‘

churches now advocate (or require) that couples participate in
1ized into believing that they can leave an abusing home any time ]

marriage preparation encounter sessions. The focus of these ses-
they desire.

sions is not on religion or its meaning to marriage, but rather
Thus men believe they remain in the abusing home through free

using written and verbal exercises to help couples explore their
choice - women believe they remain because they have no choice.

expectations of marriage and-éach other,

Other community based
We must educate our children, boys and girls, to believe that

programs which give mothers time out or parenting experiences in-
one chooses to marry and stay married. It is the choice one makes

clude moéher's‘day out programs; mother/child school for two year
because one chooses to spend one's life (or a part of it) with.a-

olds; pre-school programs with a strong emphasis on parenting
nother individual -+ not because one had no other. options.. I

skills and parent/child interaction; programs which evolved from
would think that any individual, man or woman, would find it in-

i the natural child birth groups and continued ihto the child's
sulting angd degrading to know that their mate married them and re- . ‘

third or fourth year, allowing a cohort of parents to share posi-
mains with them because they have no other options. In order to

tive and negative-experiences as well as providing a support group
have this perogative to choose, we must be certain that all chil-

for these couples. Parenting education groups for adolescent,
dren receive education that will prepare them to independently

pregnant girls'are available in some communities as well as pro-
i
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grams for helping substance-addicted parents adjust to the returp:“

of their children who have been placed in temporary foster carev

while they were institutionalized.
There needs to be an evaluation of these programs to determine

their efficiency and how theylmight be adopted in other communi~
We must aléo encourage people to reach out for help. 1In

ties. ’
zed to believe that seeking help is an

our society, we are sociali

admission of failure. One does not seek family counseling until'’

We must provide centers where families can seek

a crisis occurs.
The emphasis’

help in a non-threatening, non-punitive atmosphere.

mist shift from emergency crisis intervention to prevention. This

y . " 3 L] . 3 n
stance is especially necessary for care-takers "at risk" of -abusing

a child or elderly parent.

Examining Our Value System and priorities

An evaluation of our value system and our priorities is in
order. There is a need to devalop a sense of responsibil;ty in
It is too easy.to blame T.V., the system, the ghettos

our youth.
ols, and violence in th?,

for family violence, violence in the scho

street. We must recognize that as individuals we must share in

the blame. There appears to be an all prevading atmosphere of

“Jet Uncle Same do it".. While:it is easy to recognize this atti-

tude among minority families on welfare; we must also recognize
that this attitude is also.being fostered among afflpent, middle

class families, fThese children:destroy their own and oyhers pro-.

perty knowing that their parents will pay.for.the damage.  One

need only read about the vandalism in upper middle class schools

 to recognize that this attitude is not limited to inner city wel-

.

fare children.

&
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We must foster in our children a sense of ‘responsibility for
ones own actions.* One such program, the Green Circle program de-
veloped by the National Council on Christians and Jews, is being
widely adopted in‘school systems with positive results. 'This pro-
gram, which étarts in the lower grades, attempts to: ‘foster a sense
of responsibility and care about ohe's self which is then extended
to oneé's family, one's friends, one's-neighborhocd, etc. in an
éver widening circle.®

THe acceptability of violence needs to be questioned. We must
also examine the effect of "acceptable" violence on our. society.
We certainly had violence in the family before we had T.V., movies,
and magizines. “While we know that children who watch ‘violence on

T.V. exhibit increased aggression, we do not know whether thsy be-

"come child abusers or spouse beaters. However, violende in. the

media does act to reinforce the géneral acceptance of using vio-
lence to sbiﬁe‘pfoblems if you are bigger, stronger and “right".
This attitude is, unfortuhatély; basic to our ‘value system, ° Par-
enfs ‘Spank bécause it is their right ag well ‘as their duty to con-
‘trol "bad" children.  Spouses hit bécausé -it -is theéir:right and
duty to control ‘a "bad" spouse. Police have the right and it is
their duty to use physical force to control a "bad" c¢itizen, dand
thevmilitary! likewise, has the right as well as the duty t6 use
weapons to control meﬁbers of "bag" countfies; We need to deem-
-phasize, at all levels, the use of physical for;e to control others.
similarly, while it hds been suggested that laws which prohibit
spouse abuse are destined to ‘fail because you can't legislate -
morals, these liws serve an important function. They are a legal-

1y pased public Statement on the unacceptability of this behavior,

sl
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a considerable éhange‘from earlier laws which not only.considered
this to be permissible behavior, but even specified the weapon,

It is important to begin to consider not only the immediate
needs of women and children as victims of violence, but also the
effects on all family members who live in a violent home. . When
we focus on child abuse or wife beating the remedies suggested
tend to be emergency measure such as crisis centers, emergency
foster care and shelters. While these measures are certainly
needed they are not .a: panacea.’ In fact, their track record has
been rather poor in providing a positive alternative environment
or changing violent famlly interaction. This is not to suggest
that we should abandon these measures, rather we must place these
measures in their proper perspective; one remedy within a context
of total support systems -- system which encompass adult education
as well as K-12 educational programs; community based, readily a-
vailable family counseling centers; well trained police, legal/
judicial, officers; legislation mandating provisions .to insure
the emotional .and physical security of abused victims; long-term

basic research and evaluative research for monitoring the problem

of family violence as well as the success of existing programs.

Somewhere in our funding efforts aimed at eliminating domestic
violence, we must make the same type of commitment that is made
in the physical and biological sciences. When a rocket or satel-
lite fails, there is a complete investigation into the problem, a
reevaluation of the design, and a considerable effort expended to
insure the future success, I believe the time has come to place
the nee&s of family members to have a safe, secure, vinlent-free
home, in at least a priority equal to that oﬁ building weather

rockets, or telecommunication satellites. There needs to be a

Tl
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long term commitment on the part of the government to recognize
that the variability of human behaviorX insures the failure of
most programs on the first try. This commitment needs to be éx-
tended to a recognition that when a program‘doesn't work. properly,
one goes back to the drawing board, reevaluates the program, re-
designs it and replenishes it with ne&lfunds.

our DeclaratiPn of Independence states that all mén are...
"endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that

among. these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." For

victims trapped in a violent family, these basic rights are denied,

fo—
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Table 1 Extensiveness of -Marital Violence :
Regorﬁ' Localit! : ‘Dégree of Maritdal Violence
Yantowski Washingtbn, p.c. 75 pefcentlof 511 aggrévatea
(ctted by Martin) o - assaults .
1976
Barden " New York City 82 bercent of all aggravateﬂ
1974 - . -assaults -
‘Eisenberg and Nicklow Detrodit: .. - -85 percent of all aggravated
1874 N ; assaults
Edmiston New York Family 17,000 wife abusé complaints in
1975 ' Courts: ¢ 1975 . e
Langley Qnd'Levy . Dade’ County; 1,000 battered women cases heard
1977 Florida
Citizens Dispute -
Sertlement Center
Salt Lake City, ' Pelice recorded 1,125 cases of
Utah wife beating a year.
Fairfax County, VA 2,000 cases of wife beating-—
. estimated to be under-reported
by 40 perxcent.
Gelles New Hampshire 55 percent of 80 families
1974 experienced marital violence
21 percent beat their spouses
regularly. :
]
Straus New Hampshire 16 percent of sample of college
1974 freshmen saw their parents en-
gage in marital violence.
Steinmetz Random sample 60 percent of 57 families ex-
19770 New Castle County, perienced marital violence. For
Delaware 10 percent of couples physical
violence was a regular occurence.
Steinmetz Random.sample severe physical abuse experienced
1977¢c New Castle County, by 7 percent of wives and 0.6
Delaware and percent of husbands.
County Police
statistics.
Straus, Gelles and Representative During 3 one year period, one out
Steinmetz sample of six couples had a violent epi-
1977b United States sode.
5 percent experienced severe
physical abuse. *
4 percent used a gun or knife.
i - o . it i,
R - 3 “

A S

o ety

Report
Helfer:and Kempe
196§

Gil : :
1970 ’

Newsweek
1971

Fontana
1973

Stoenner
1972

Parade
1972

Light
1974

Lynch
1975

Baldwin and Oliver
1975 5
Bersharov
1975

Straus,; et al
19770

329
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Table II Extensiveness of Child Abuse

» Samgle

National Data .and
interview of sub-
. sample s

-New York City "

"' New X&rk:City_ !

Re-analysis of
Gil's ‘data

U.S. school sample

British school
sample

{Frequency of Child Abuse

10's ‘of thousands

6,000/year-
) i,

7,000 cases reported during
1971 .

Increase of 549 percent in
cases -of child abuse between

;1966 and '1970.

25,000 incidentsrper year
60,000 incidents ;er ;ear
Over 500,000 incidents
65:abuses/100,000 school

children

10 abuses/100,000 school
children .

300,000 incidents of abuse and
neglect each year. .

40,000 ¢cases require protective
services intervention each year.

2,000 deaths each year.

20 percent hit with an object,
4.2 perceat '"beat up."

2.8 percent: threatened with
knife or gum on child.

2.9 used a knife or gun on child

]
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TABLE ZIr SIBLING VIOLENCE

Sample

57 randomly
-selected families
(Steinmetz, 1977a)

College Freshman
. [Straus, 1974)

Broad-based, non-
random sample of
78 adults
(Steinmetz, 1977b)

National Representative
Sample of 733 families
with children between
3-17 gears.,

{Straus, et al, 1977)

i)

e Itrac

Degree of Violence

78 percent of sibling pairs
8.or younger used physical
violence.

68 percent of sibling pairs '’
9~14 use physical violence.
- 7

63 percent of gibling pairs
15 or older used physical
violence.

62 percent reported using
physical violence during
past year.

72 percent reported having
used physical violence on
siblings. - ) .

During theanst Year 75 percent
reported using physical violence,

Average of 21 acts per year.
38 percent kicked, or hit:

14 percent "beat up."

0.8 percent threatened to use

gun or knife.

0.03 used gun or knife.

0g€

S i

331
-2y -

Bachman, Jerald G.

1967 Youth in Transition. Ann Arbor, Mich: Institute for Social
Research, University of Michigan. e

Baldwin, J.A. and Oliver, J.E.
"Epidemiology and family characteristics of severely abused

1975
..children." British Journal of Prevention and Social Medicine.
29 (December):205-221, .

Bard, Morton :

1971 "The Study and Modification of Intra- ~familial Violence." In
Jerome L. Singer (ed.) The Control ,of Aggression and Violence:
Cognitive and Physiological Factors. New York: Academic Press

Barden, . P
1974 'Wife Beaters: Few of them ever appear before a Court of Law."

New York Times. Oct 21.

Bender, L. . .
American Journal

1959 "Chlldren and adolescents who, have killed."
) of Psychiatry. 116:510~513. '

Besharov, D.J. :
1975 "Building a community response to child abuse and maltreatment

of Children Today. 4(5):2-4.

Blumberg,, ' .
1964-65 "When parents hit out." Twentieth Century 173:39-44

Boston Globe T : :
1973 "Home strife number one cause cf murder in Atlanta." (February

6):12.

Brenner, Robert H.
1970 Children and Youth in America:

A Documentary Hlstory, Vol.l.
_ Boston: Harvard University Press. .

Brownmiller, Susan
1975 Against Our Will: Men, Women and Rape.

Schuster.

New York: Simon and

Bryant, H.D. et al.

1963 '"Physical Abuse of Chlldren. An Agency Study.”" Child Welfare.

42:125-130.
. ) . i
Climent, C.E. and Ervxn, F.R. ’
1972 "“Historical data in the evaluation of violent subjects.” Archives
of General Psychiatry. 27:621-624, :
Craft, M.
" British Journal

1969 '"The Natural history of psychopathlc disorder.”
of Psychiatry. 115:39-44 7

32-236 O - 78 - 22

IEATRSDI RN

.

//,

]

—




i
[
i
3
i

a2 At

B

oAt R R

i g, B

PR L

o csagis

|
H
§
181

Edmiston, Susan
1975 }
. b‘ . and Miéklow, P{L' 4 ‘ : P "3 Women's Rights L. Repe.
Eieen erg',"rhe assaulted wife: catch. 22 revisited )
140~141.
Erlanger,Howard S.

) L - s . n
A o - oy e of physical punishment.
195 “MSocial Class differences in pareats use Py

] { i nce 1ly.
In §.K. Steinmetz and M.A. Straus .(’ed's‘.) Violence in the Family
New York: Harper and Rows

FOP;Z;;; ‘;;i;whére o Ch:"le is nying: Maltreatment*-c.ausgs 'apd Preven-

tion. New .York: Macmi}lan. ; N

; ” 241 h
Gay‘i;;g' ﬂwiée pattering: A Preliminary survey of ].00 cases. B::;t;ls
#707 Medical Journal, 1:194-197.

Gelles, Richard J. . a sociological critigue -and
chi b as psychopathology: A N <621
v, ril;zi:xéiigie" Agleiicen Journal of Orthopsychiatry. 43:611-6

i i 1 of
1975a “The social construction of child abuse." American Journa :
orthopsychiatry 45(3):363~371. .
i 1 : o s Lo iced
Gll,gg(a)vu\jli(o;lence Against Children: Physical (.:h:l.ld‘Abuse in the Unite ,
' States Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press.

Hariggi, E;;:E:]s)line in the early life of sex-delinguents and sex’ erimi-
. aals. .Nervous Child,  9:167-173.

C.H. .
Heliggé R'}.‘h:nga]:s:z:& child. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

. ‘R. and Levy, R.C. - e . eton.
Lan?.;??h slife Beatiné: the silent crisis. New York: E.:.F. Sutto

e R e ‘ i i America: A study of slter-

' jected children in Amery Agtud -

Lor ;‘:l;li{freedpz?.:c?:i" Harvard Educational Review. <,‘v1¢3 (November) :
556-598.

’ i ‘ C hool
Lynil;;SAnEZE?.ld abuse in the school-age populatxon.'f Journal of Schoo
Health. 45(March) 1141-148.

Macg;rﬁ‘;ld"‘ﬂinﬁéidal threats.” American Journal of Psychiatry. 1264 :475-
482,

in, Del e
Matilg-l_;a pattered Wives. San Francisco: Glide

v

A g

333

- 26 -

Newsweek
1972 "Bremmer: Have gun will travel.”" (June 5):38-39
Oliver; J.E. and Taylor, Audrey

1971 "Five generations of ill-treated children in one family pedigree."
British Journal of Psychiatry. 11%(November):473-480.

Palmer,. S. . )

1962 The Psychology of Murder. New York: ' Thomas Y. Crowell Co.
Parade N v
1972 '"fTherapy for child abuse." (April 4):10.

Sadoff, R,L."

1971 "Clinical observations .on parrici

des" Psychiatric Quarterly.
45(1):65-9 - : :

+

Sargent, D, . . . )
1962 ''Childwen who kill--a family cons’pj;ragy?'! Social Work. 7:35-42
Schreiber, Flora Rheta
1973 Sybil. New York: Warner Books, Inc.
Sedgely, J.D.

1977 ."Utilizing NORC data as an indicator of family violeénce." ' Paper

presented at the Western Social Science Association. Denver
April 21 (Mimeo) '

Silver, L.B,, et al.

1969 '"Does violence breed violence? Contributions from a study of

the child abuse syndrome.” American Journal of Psychiatry.
126 (September) :404-407

Stark, Rodney and McEvoy, James '
1970 "Middle class violence.'" Psychology Today 4:52-65
Steinmetz, Suzanne K. : . . o
1971 “Occupation and physical punishment: A response to Straus."
Journal of Marriage and the Family. 33(November):664-666

""Occupational environment in relation to physical -punishment
and dogmatism.'" 1In S.K. Steimmetz and M.A.'Straus (eds.)
Violence in the Family. New York: Harper and Row

1974

1977a "The use of force for resolving family conflict:. the traiﬁing
around for abuse.,"” Family Coordinator. 26(January):19-26

1977b The Cycle of Violence: Assertive, Aggressive and Family Inter=-
action. New York: Praeger.

1977c "Wife beating, husband beating; A comparison of the use of
physical violence between spouse to resolve marital fights,"

In M. Roy (ed.) Battered Women: A Psychosociological Study of
Domestic Violence. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Co.

Steinmetz, Suzanne K. and Straus, Murr.ay A. :
1974 :45 Violence in the Family. New York: Harper and Row

¥

]

{
*
1
H




(&)

ik S e R

v
e g

334
- 27 -

Stoenner, H. . )
1972 ' "Myths, sterectypes cloud public picture of abuse."

Post (August 8):53-55

Denvexr

Sfraus; Murray A. S
1971 "Some Social antecedents of physical punishment: A linkage

theory interpretation." Journal of Marriage and the Family.
33(November) :658-663 ,

1975-76 "Sexual unequality, cultural noris and wife-beating."
Victimology 1(Spring):54-76

Straus, Murray A. et _al.
1977a “Violence in the family: An assessment of knowledge. and

research needs." In Mary Van Stolk, Child Abuse: It's
Treatment and Prevention: Interdiseciplinary Approach.
Toronto: MecClelland and Stewart.

1977b Press release.. American Association fer the Advancement of
Sciénce annual meeting. Denver, February 25.

Tanay, E.
1975 "Reactive parricide." Journmal of Forensic Science. 76-82.

Truniger, E. K
1971 "Marital Violénce: the legal solutioms." ‘Hastings Law Jour-

nal 23(November):259-276

7ital Statistics Report (Annual Summary for the United States)
1976 Vol. 24, no 13. Washington, D.C. National Center for Health
Statistics

Wasserman, Sidney
1967 ""The abused child." Children 14(September-October):175-179

Wilt, G.M. and Bannon, J.D. ’ :
1976 "Violence and the police: Homicides assaults and distur-

bances.f Washington, D.C. The Police Foundation.

Wolfgang, Marvin -
1958 . Patterns in criminal homicide.. Philadelphia: University of

. Pennsylvania.

Zalba, S.R.
1966 "The abused child: A survey of the problem." Social Work.

11:3-16

ar

s P b R i -

»






