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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON BATTERED WOMEN

. .

INTRODUCTTON

This is a preliminary tepbrt on research currently being conducted on
battered yomeﬁ, the physical assaultiﬁg of women by men, usually within
the privacy of -the home. The study examines particularly the female vie-
tims of batterings inflicted by men with whom there are, or were, estab-
lished, on-going, romantic and/o; sexual relationships.l ‘Thg specific con-
cern of this report centers on determining some of the ideas held'about
battering and the extent to which they are valid conceptions or invalid
myths, ' . .

The topic of physical assaults against women has largely beeq limitéd
in the United States, until &ery recently, ;éytheicrime of rape. An early
public statement against woman-battering came from a group of women meeting
in Washington, D.C., who were alerted by a small study conducted in Mary-
land, which revealed for the f}rs: time that househeld violence directed at
adult female vicgim§ is far more prevalent and severe than hitherto suspect-

ed. 1In March, 1976, intexnational attention was given .to this {mportant

. ppeuomehon. The Brussels, Belgium, International Tribunal on Crimes Against

Wonien was attended by more, than 2,000 women from thipt&wthreg coun;ries, and
the issue of woman-battering was raised. Women from Australia, England,
France, Germany, Irelang, Japan, the Nétherlands, Scotland, U.S.A., and
Wales endorsed a resolution calling for-action on thevrights of battqred‘
women and their children . throughout the-world. Simultaneously'qith the
Brussels meeting, the National Organiza;iAn for Women took ué the attack in

the United States against woman-battering;2 establishing task forces to deal

557

with the probiem from coaét to coast.

Prior to thesé events, measures had been taken in some countries to re-
vise laws, provide assistance to battered women, and begin scientific re~
search; bdg véryylittle publi; recognifidn had been~g1ven to the problem in
the United States (Martin, 1976:197). For example, for five years English
women were establishing houéés of refuge for battered women and their child-
ren, and calliﬁg on the géneral public, social agencies, and political {in-
stitutions for recognition and correction of the problem (Pizzey, 1976).
Soclal scientists began investigations on female battéring in England and
Europe (Gayford, 1975a, 1975b_ 1975¢; Scott, 1974, Wilson, 1975), while many
Americans continued to study child battering and gradually became invoived
in inveétigatimg rape. The U.S. scientists who first “discovered" the phe:-
nomenon of woman~battering were largely from the fields of psychiatry, psy-
chology, ané social work (Saul, 1972; Nichols, 1975). On their part, some

sociologists‘turned to investigation of the use of force and power in the

‘family, and intrafamily violence (B;rd and Zacker, 19743 Bean and Kerckhoff,

l97lé Gelles, 1972; Gooda, 1971; Steinmetz and Straus, 1974; Straus, 1971,
1973, 1974a, 1974b, 1976). -

The events in Brussels and Washington, D.C., combined with growing pub-
lic awareness that womén are'f;eqUently and systematically being brutalized
within their homes, triggered an international movement to expose this "se-"
cret crime" and find solﬁtions for it, The popufar press and the media have
catapulted the topic tdrheadline andbfeature proportioné. ‘A subject which,
when it was kormeily discussed at all, was tréated invwhispers; is now being

publicized on covers of’mégaéihes and front pagé articles‘(gg It Now, June,
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3
most likely to rnake licavy personal investment in her velationship/s with

1976; Ms., August, 1976; Wall Street Journal, August 20, 1976). In response
males. If the female rejects socially approved sekurolea, she is more likely

to the urgent appeal from women and their organizations to Eocial sclentists
t .
© utilize available resources and options to resist victimization and tupn

to begin investigation immediately, &nd because of the growing awareness of

. to .

the severity of the problem, men and women around thé world have turned at- social dnstitutions for cooperation and/or assistance. The more the fe-
R ‘. . . ,

ale lacks resources and options for resolutions, the more 1ikely the female

tention to the isgues and initiated reseérchu There is added impetus four

4
H
/
new and continuing research on the '"battered woman syndrome," while some re- will experience social disapproval and further victimization, ; \
searchers are investigating associated issues: correlutions of woman-batter- If these hypotheses are supported by the data, the inference to be [ x
v ! . 7 ‘ I I ‘ |
ing with child abuse, victim-precipitated homicide, violence culminating in drawm will be that societies, such as that described, set the female up to be [ R
homicide of female viectims, and suicide. a victim in' the first place; when she does reach out to social agencies for ¢
The present study is in response to appeals for scientific data so that . a8sistance, the blame 1s thrown back at her, and the victim is doubly victim- ;
some understanding may be attained, particularly in view of the dearth of 1zed. ' ;
METHODOLOGY

such projects. The problem is universal in scope, serious in nature, and
relatively unexplored, especially in the United States. In view of the grow- This investigation dnvol th distt
‘ ves three distinct stages which utilize a -
ing body of literature, and based on discussion with researchers working on lety of nethodologles.  This timd .
- A : . preliminary report focuses primarily on the

this problem, -and some dnitial observations, it was hypothesized that indi- e o
phase, which has served ag a pilot study, although some progress has

viduals raised in battéring households are likely to learn to tespond to been made 1.
e into the second phase, which ig reported herein where appropriate. f

frustration, anger, and/or stress by physical violence. In addition, if the
2R, Y phy The §inal phase has not commenced at this time, These three stages investi- i
individual has been socialized in a society in which physical aggression is ate: 1 b : . : 8
sate: ) the battered women, 2) ‘community resources and response to the
approved, the patriarchy is established, and male dominance over females and tetdm . )
. P . victims, and 3) the prevalence and severity of woman-ba&tering in the gen-

eral population.

children is acceptable, then the object/s of battering will be females and

If a‘male with whom a fe-

other persons over whom the male has domination.
The Victims Themselves

male enters a conjugal relationship has learned physically viaolent responses,
‘Some women who have been Physically assaulted by spouses or lovers will

and both have been socialized in a soclety of approved physipal aggression, E
patriarchy and male dominance, the conditions for.wictimization of the feimale : é: provide data for analysis. Information will be obtained from them aﬁd about
;re establishea. If the female places étzong émphasis ;n conforming to the . \ ‘ é< then from the following sources:

o . x ' A, Official records kept by the Director an& Staff of, the Women's i

socially approved sex-roles, she is least likely to Tesist victimization, and
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Transitional Living Center (WILC), located in Orange County,- California,

will be examined by historiogra;hic methodology, i.e., record analysis which

is unobtrusive and comparatively objective. This house of‘refuge for phys-

ically battered women and their children from which these records are drawn

is one of only three in the State of California. There are only a handful of

these shelters for women across the United States, although more are opening

up at an accelerating rate. Europe has many such refuges, particularly Eng-

land, France, Germany, and the Netherlands, while Australia has over thirty.

Letters have been exchanged between such §heitets,~comparing services, intake

criteria, demographic data on clients, experiences in’operation, etc. These

communications are avallable to the investigator, as well as agency recoxrds

such as: intake files, daily logs, night staff memos, and telephone counsel-

ing and referral notes. Monthly reports to funding agencies are also avail-

able which are a compilation pf.demographic data on clients, including eth-

nicity, geographic areas of residence, social class, and ages of mothers and

children, as well as Setvices and activities provided by the Center. Records

are also kept of the departure of each client, i.e., if she reunited with her

batterer;‘or made the transition to alternate living arfangements, and if so,

how this was accomplished. Staff follow—ups‘ate made whenever possible, and

these records are also available to. the investiéatd;.

B. All clients of the WILC are offered a self-administered questionmaire

by a staff member shortly after admittance, and urged, but not required, to

provide the information requested. It was decided to develop the question-

naire because of extreme time requirements for oral interviews, to provide

for standardization of questions and relative ease of coding responses, and

to avold interviewer bias as much as posgible, - The instrument was.pre-tested

T e,
i gt i
NG A v v
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and modified twice before being accepted .for the major investigation. In
keeping with the exploratory nature of this study, the questionnaire is com-
prehengive, detailed, and. long,3 . The instrument is divided into four parts:
1) personal data, 2) data regarding spouss, 3) natyre of injuries, and 4) in-
stitutional response.; -Coded cholce responses are provided for both objective
and subjective items, and open-ended questions provide opportunity for indi-
vidualized responseSyA ' '

C. In-depth interview is the methodology employed for some respondents
for a variety of reasons. These include: women who have language or read-
ing difficulties, cthers who have unusuai case histories which yield more
information than may be obtained by. self-administered questionnaire, Juven~
iles, ete. These interviews are audio taped when respondents are not inhib-
ited by the recorder and give their consent,

D.  Adolescent and teen-aged youngsters who lived in a household where
there was physical violence are invited, with thelr mothers' permission, to
write out Btatements describing their experiences in this enviromment. They
are encouraged to express their feelings about these experiences, their lives
at the point in time of writing, and their ideas for the futute;

E. Participant observation is another methodology employed by the re-
searcher, which involves being present during weekly discussion groups at the
WILG, and observing the interaction of women in crisis situations who are
temporarily sharing residential Iacilities. In addition, women's _campus and

communi.ty organizations are also beginning to ‘sponsor meetings vatiously

ti
tled, as. for example, "Speakout on Wife-Abuae, which provide an excellent

environment for. observation, particularly of women who are still residing

witn a batterer and those who formerly resided with one.?
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Community Besourcesband Response to victims

This section uses the methodologies’ of in-depth interviews with persons

in authority, as well as their subordinates who make direct contaet with vie=

tims, examination of official records, and observaticns at counseling and

other helping agencies. some of the agents and agefcy’contacts -are:

Hospitals, particularly emergency’room‘personnel

Doctors in private practice and clinics

Legal Aid, District Attorneys, Women's Law Center,
attorneys . :

Judges and bailiffs ) :

Social workers, welfare officers, parole and pr:

Marriage counselors and clergymén ’ :

Psychiatrists, psychologists; and mental health workers

chiefs of Police and police officers

and practicing

obation officers

To illustrate the variety of methodologies employed ‘in this study, the re-

searcher accompanies teams of voltnteer workers from the Women's Transition—

al Living Center when they go out on publié relations visits to police de-

partments. There are 26 autonomous police departments in Orangé County, Cali-~

fornia, and these women attempt to establish comnunications with the various

chiefs about the house of refuge for women located in their own county and

supportéd by county funds. When representatives go to headquarters after

consent is secured to ‘address the police of ficers at roll call, they tell

them about the WILC and ask them to give a printed card to any woman they may

encounter in a domestic disturbance call where the woman appears to have: been

physically assaulted. (This card, dubbed " the yiranda Card" lists women's

1egal‘right§}“énd gives names ‘and telephoné ﬁuﬁberé*df a variety of helping

agencies, including the WILC). Following the -roll ©all, the women are avail-

able £6r answering questions and informal discussions ith irterested offi-"

cers. The ihvéétigatbr'observéé the formal and informal interactions, and -

interviews available officers. Tn addition, the~inve$tigator'will take ad-:

/
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< vantage:of t ! e Al N 1
g he 'Ride ong" offeréd by at ‘least .one county department, which
s c

permits observers-to: ride with officers in.a patrol car. - Another measure

¢
will be to :
accompany a team of counselors ds they respond to domestic di
( c dis-

calls. These cobservations are intended to supplement. the large ga
t gap

in information obtainable through official police files. As previousl
}:4 P i p b y

stated; on minor inroads have been made .int6 ‘the secon hase of this stud
1 d: b . d- £ 5
y P ] y

at the time of this preliminary report.

Prevalence and Severity of the Problem

The Fhird phése Qf the study, whicﬁ will Se iﬁitiated next, Qill be an
attempt to tap Fhé frequency and severity:of w;man—hatteriné at>£he grass—
roots levgl. The major focus will be on women who reside in the commﬁnities
who are not self-proclaimed victims of épgusal assault. The ﬁ;thddoloéy eﬁ;
ployed will be survey questionnaire distributed to ideologically diversified
groups such as traditionalist women's groups, parent-teachers assoc¢lations
church choirs, ptofessionél women's organizations, and femiﬁistvwoéen's ’
groups. In essence, this sample will be somewgat liké a.confrol group, i.e

: , i.e.
these data will be supplied by women.from the general ﬁépulati&n, and not ’
from any of the official agencies. Deﬁog?aphic and ogher &éta will be re-

quested by - : T
self-administered questionnaire along the same lines of inqui
L y

as those re
quested from the self-pronounced or previously -identified batte
-

‘ed women, §
pecial interest will center on coping mechanisms employed and/
or

th
eir responses to victimization when battering 1s indicated

'

THE PILOT STUDY
Despi
pite the lack of scilentific research into the phenomenon of wom,
an—

batterin, the investi (s} at tl very onset of exploratio discovered
}: 4 gator, he ve Yy P n, -1
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that everyone is an "expert" on the subject. People from all'walks of life

know soﬁe woman or women who ‘are, Or were, victims of spousal agsault, and

they usually yolunteer very firmly .held opinions on the causation and the:
cure. As .a result;'the researcher in the field quickly becomes acquainted-
with common myths or stereotypes entrenched in the minds of ‘many in the gen-

ulation, the helping agencies, and 1aw enforcement and judicial per-

eral pop
r of the persons who advance these myths

sonnel. Since a substantial numbe
ersons to whom the female victim turns for help{ it may very

are the same p ’ P, ‘
timize the victim 1f invalid. There-

well be that they serve to furgher vic

fore, it seems appropriate to address these myths and examine them in light
3 i v ‘ ‘

of the data gatheied in the pilot study. These myths or stereotypes will

‘ ; in tu a d
be outlined, and then explored in turn, comparing them to the data g Fhere’

thus far.6

1. 'These are patﬁological individuals"
A,- Masochistic women

B. Weak women ngq okt

. -Batterer is “sic .

g Recidivists—-they ''seek out" the batterer

. A1l
" hat did she do to provoke him? .
2 A%Uthstified force; poor guy stood it.as.long as he could

B. Women must somehow be at fault because:
a.  They provoke
b. They train the batterer

c. They batter their children

. “thy did she stay?"” ’ .
? 4. yWhy complain now? (Revenge-seeking)
B. What -did she "get out of" the relationship?

¢. Trade-off for "meal ticket"

g " ay never press charges! "
. ABuerﬁzzrationspof law enforcement officers and judicial persgnnel
B. Weak-willed: "She can't make a decision and stick with it

5. '"The problem is restricted to the lower classes"

"patiiclogical Individuals”

The basic assumptions when this myth is invoked are that the problem 1s

¥
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an individual one: rather than social, that it is a rare occurrence, and .that

one (usually the victim), or both, iIn tle dyad are "sick" pecple, ‘i.e., "men~ -

tally 111." Foremost among the diagnoses of pathology is that the victim is -
masochistic, :and that she an@ her attacker-.receive:satisfaction of certain
personéiineéds from her beéﬁingé,' Aléo, these woﬁen‘gre saild tovbe paftic—
ularly weak, depéndenﬁ indiQidﬁais. Along with the "sick~indiyiduéls“ claim,
offered as "proof," goes the comment that these women frequently work their
way out -of one battering situation into another. The common assumption is
that these women "choose'. to bé battered by selec£ing battering mates.

Not only do .advice ‘columnists with extremely.wide'readership advance
the idea that females tend to be masochistic (e.g., Landers, 1976a, 1976b),
but the whole syndrome of women as "wil;ing sufferers" has been handed dowmn

for generations through the Bible, and later "explained" by Freud.. These

preconceived notions are accepted as scientific knowledge by many profession-

als in the mental health field, and indirectly serve as thg basic set of
assumptions which the professional matches with his patilent and renders his
judgment. Szasz attacks judgmental aspects of psychiatry, saying,
In other words, the psychiatrist does not stand apart from what he
observes, but is, in Harry Stack Sullivan's apt words, a "partici-
pant observer," This means that he is committed to some picture .of
what he considers reality--aud to what he thinks society considers
reality--and he observes and judges the patient's behavior in the
light of these considerations (1960:116).
The Broverman, et al. (1970) study illustrates the "reality" by which some
mental health experts judge women's behavior.  This study revealed that
practicing clinicians assigned the least valued "normal healthy adult” and
"normal healthy male" traits, i.e., pathological traits, to the "normal

Healthy female."  These included items such as: . dependent; emotional, sub—

missive,’passive3 and iilogical.

X
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It should not be surprising if women, psychosocialized to these stereo-~

types, have difficulty in rejecting them for themselves. . As one young woman

stated;

I knew right along that marriage wasn't going to be any bed of roses,
Even the marriage vows

but this was a lot worse than even I expected.
say ''for better or for worse," so I was prepared a-little to go.through
Anybody who likes getting

hard times, but this was really worse!
slugged in the mouth is sick--man,.that really hurts!

Fifty-one questionnaires, fifteen in-depth interviews, and numerous

group observations have:failed to reveal ome adult woman who :indicates that

she believed herself im.any way a 'willing victim." Even though some in this

sample were comparatively -isolated; they all seem aware of the stereotype .of

masochism or neurosis, have questioned it against their own lives, and.the
usual reaction to such suggestiéms is anger, resentment, or denial. Only one

person, a juvenile, :mentioned the ‘Sact that she at first mistook‘beatings at’

the hands of her lover as being proof-of his "love," Describing his attack

and subsequent rape when she was thirteen"years old, this youhg girl said

that, although she was hurt, she was also flattered by the attention of an

older man.7

The claim that any woman who:allows a man to -beat her more than once is

" a particularly weak womannis stated flatly by méﬁy persoﬁé to who& the victim
may turn to -for .assistance. One attorﬁey in Pepnéylvaniajsaid, "Any mdn can
make a mistake once and let her havé £t.; But if she lets him do it a second
time, she has given him her permissidn, and she has nobody but hérselflfo -
blame." A Californih atorney willingly expressed hiQ opinion of battered Qo—
men, stating,

Perhaps as many as half 6f thevwomen I see mention some kind of élapping,

hitting, or shoving, but of these, about ten percent involve repeated ot

serious battering.... These women could get out of the situation if
they really wanted to, but they don't want the -responsibility of setting-
out on their own.  They just don't have the courage to make the decision
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until something finally happer e
" 7 pens to them that mak 2 Fat.
erable, or else he decides to get rid e hox. akes the warriage intol--

The women themselves'e*prgss opposite opinions. One woman named Doris,
interviewed in the house of shelter, did not believe she, or theé other ref-
ugees from battering mates, were either "mentally,ill" or weak women, saying,

Eﬁesi‘ﬁiigiﬂi,t?i“ipi‘éi“if“Ziii‘iﬁ?‘ﬂehﬁiif?ﬁﬁ?i he” These are enseimnal®

;:::agsg:iv:gdwiziozg :::intzizﬁég?e‘all Qgg.togb; st;:::,azi,::tzzﬁiiz't
Doris died a‘week later--of a degederative disease which had gradually rend-
ered her unabie to walk without the ‘aid of crﬁtches. She and her three adol-
escent daughters (also battéfed) had escaped her quusé with the assistance
of a stepson. : In their faar an§ rush for séfety,/;he four females left thefr
home ‘with nothing other than the clothes they wore.

The first time her husband displayed violent Behavior was two years after’
their marriage, Doris had related. It was the sécond marriage for both; she
was a“widow with a’year—old baby, he was a divoreced father of threé,8 Doris
had raised her stepchildren plus her own ¢hildren. When her husband first at=
tacked her, ?orié 8aid she had been somewhat able to defend herself, bit af-
ter the onset of her disease, the beatings increased in severity and frequenc&.‘
When “the children tried to run 1ﬁterfergnce§ they also becanie objects of at-

tack. When the youngest child became chrbhically 111, the major child abuse
centered on her. The little girl's older ‘sister wrote, -

ERGER o et he ey (CLabeie) d kept neeting vacer and

wet her pants even worse.... When :;I‘f:!.r.'s:pnot:i'c:te:dngl'ther':Vam‘3 mak?.her

tween my parents, T j " o Taee 1t e

| ;::?rgugezsosié:;é. Thefore m wom ot sick e e e ey At wee,

everything went to E:;lfaréﬂé.cAQHS o, B o S round mad TS e

can't defgnd herself. éer hips areaizgilsogsi: :rgurd and‘he b

around in’ the car slamming on the brakes--which i: fony for drivethr

agony for her.... He

.
a‘}’S t lling me how my mother ‘was br}ainwashing me and how she was
breaking up the family, but all I could think was that I W‘ ant the Lamily

i

§
?
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broken up (or him broken off) and that if my mother was brainwashing us,
she was doing the best job of it I had ever seen.  ...The worst thing
about him is that he's so smart. We went to family counseling once and
he drove the poor psychiatrist up the wall by sending the conversations
around in circles as well ‘as scaring him to dedth. -

Doris, .the mother wrote, "THIS MAN 15 A WALKING TIME.BOMB. IF HE DOES NOT

RECEIVE HELP HE WILL EVENTUALLY KILL HIMSELF OR SOMEONE ELSE. HE DOES NOT

WANT HELP--HE SAYS." . .

The popﬁlér stereotype describes not only the quan aé‘patholdgical,9

but frequently her batterer is included. Sometimes the womeh égree; Doris

felt that her spouse was dangerously mentally 111.  Other women insist that
their mates are iil, saying, '"He can}t always help himself. After all, he's

an alcoholic, and they're sick, you know."  (Also see Straus; 1973:120 for
examples). One teievision personality persisted, during a'télk show, in draw-
ing out an admission of the sickness 1ébe1 from a guest for her spouse, ;ntii
he finally asked point blank, "What do you think? Wouldn't you say your hus-
band is me;tally ill‘or something like that?" fhe woman>re1uctantly agreed,
but with reservations, by saying, "Well, I know the way he.acts isn't right,
and all :hat,.but I canf; really say if he's i1l or not,’ Probaply he is, but. .
I don't kno?, I'm not an expert on things like that. That’s up to psychia-
trists to say." Later the host tétned‘to the same woman and said, "You said

that your husband is an alcoholic. Maybe that's why he beat you." With far

more conviction, this time the response was, WSufe'he's an alcoholic, but I

don't think that's why he beat me. It's true he beat me when he was drunk,

but thére were other times he beat me when he was cold sober, too!"

In group discussidns among battered women, the/qpinions seem to e about
- evenly Hivided'betwegn accepting and rejecting thé sickness 1aﬁe1. About
half of them insist that theii'spouses were perfecf gentlemen in public, func-

tione& lel-in'their soc;al éphergé; and nevei‘exhib;teézany violent behav-

Akl
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lor outside the home,’ Many insist that, were they to confide their awful -
secret thmutual friernds, they would never be‘believed, in vView of their
husbands' unblemished respectability. Shortly before she died, loris receiv~
ed a telephone call from a woman "friend" of many years, berating her for the
shaweful way she ﬁas‘treating.her poor husband, runniﬁg away from him, and
worrying him to death, etec,  Doris did not try to defend her actiong. but ex~-

. Pressed to the interviewer a seﬁsé of futility: : : "

AAloeg with the "sick individual" focus goes the piece de resistance-—
the "proof positive" that these women déliberately seek out men who will sat-
isfy thei# need to be battered-—many‘of them are repeaters, Questionnaire
responses so far indicdte that 23 percent of the women report tha; they have
had at least one earlier romantic relationship in which battering bccurred;
During a group discussion, the women themselves pondered the question of why
80 many of them have had more than one relationship with a battering man
They all deseribed the attributes which first attracted them to the men in
the'firsc‘place,-and, with few exceptions, these men had appealed to them in-
itially because they were charming, gentle, considerate and kind.10 Many said
they couldn't recall any display of violence until long after thé relationship
was established--soqgtimes onl§ after years of cohabitation. .Asked at. this
8roup session why they believe a woman seems to go from one battering spouse
to anéther, one woman volunteered,

?::E ;gbu;nhfigewi:ét:rgzg:t up to believe that a womaﬁ's most impor-

that when I couldn't stick i:igsta:: m;ther. 'I my fire monraS1E

figu:ed-my\yho}g_life was ruined. . Aid g:gjzuwi;:wmzhfir:t'hﬁSband’ L

gfs:;giifz?F?er ;i;ge:scsuple kids? 1 didn't wan:»toabe :i:gi:k:h:?izgt

whO'won’t'belé a woman, b:cgizz :h:::d e finding them oty ue an

o begin wien. are so few of them in this world

hnothe; "recidivist" said,

R e e o
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You know, I really thought he was too good to be true--and L. was right,
as it turned out! Actually; when you get right down to it, what man in
his right mind wauld have anything to do with someone with three teen-
age kids? What's available out there to a woman like me? 1'11 tell
you--all that's left is what some other woman couldn't stand.

In the short duration of the pilot. study, thevdgscripcive data yleld a ~
female victim of spousal agsault. - The women appear to fall

dual image of the
he woman who comes from a predominant-

into two distinct categories. One is t
od home, usually religious,

hment was totally absent, or at

1y congervative childho where divorce never or
and where physical punis

rarely occurred,.
paternalist;c,

ither a loving home or a traditional,
s a lack of physical violence,

most; very mild. It was @

ian home, but in aither case, there wa

authoritar
ith shock, do not know how to cope wit

These women react to violence W h it

from past gocialization, and are unable to reveal personal ghame to parents
or relatives. Because of religiosity, they sincerely entered marriage for

1ife--for better or for worse.
The other profile is of a woman who.grew up in a home where violence was

n by one or both parents; it.was a home which seems t@

common, she was beate
n by her father to domination by

rved as the Springboard from dominatio

have se
pear to enter the relationship with

some expecta-

her husband. These women ap

tion of physical assaults, but they believe they will have the endurance Or
wits to overcome these problems. One young woman named Peggy told of her
father's threats upon her life if she refused to, marry, the man who was courf-

has had two

nll

_She married him, and began a career of_battered‘w;fe,

ing her.
and.is still trying to make her ma

children in three years, rriage "work.
There emerge two different childhood environments of bplar qpﬁosites,
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be handic
apped by an inability to have developed a realistic perspective o
, n

violence, Most importantly, both types of background reveal heavy emphagis
on traditional sex~role socializa;ion. These{women generally appear to be
persons most likely to expect to make heavy personal investments iﬁ thelr
relationships with mates.  In addition, the first-mentioned "conservative
type" (if drawing yet another stereotype may ﬁe forgiv&n),‘appears more like-
ly to entér into aznother marriage in which she invests even mére. |

Although no firm conclusions can be drawn from su;h éparse data, and

c ’

since there is so little completed research in this field, the decision as
to who.seeks whom should be held in abeyance until the data roll in. It may
be well.to at least consider the Possibility that it is just as iikely tﬁat
the batterer geeks out the:typg of woman who is most apt to stick with him
through "thick and thin," regardless of personal pain and suffering. If ’
this‘inves;iga;ion revea;ed so quickly a profile of a woman who has a strong
desire to maintain a conjugal relationship, and is ready and/or willing ;o
make great personal invespment in sustaining such relati;nships, it is pos-

sible tl
hat batterers (or potential batterers) can also perceive these qual

"ities in the women.

!But What Did She Do To Provoke Him?"

The assumptions underlying this oﬁgen repeated question sﬁem from the
patriarchal foqndations of the nuclear family in the Unigéd Stat;s ihe
hierarchal structure of the patriarchal ﬁamilyvestablishes the man (whethe?
he is husband fgthe?, brothgr,ror lovgr) as‘heaﬁ-offhousehold, with women

and. children 1 ‘ ‘ he
1, d;pp in a spbsetvient position to him. The déeply ingrained belief
) ’ ‘ e

in the righte ' ‘
gh;eousyess of dog;nation and power properly belonging to men is pot

SR e
iy .
i .
P L - .

producing women who are either ingxygfiénced or very experienced in house~
hold violence. Anal&sis of these dual images reveals some commonality:
; . Cw at all in cc t with re G e
~ i women reared in homes devoid of overt conflict and full of conflict may both '_FOHflict wiﬁh rglatqd‘beliEfs that women are brbperty»wﬁo require
L) d Varying de'grees Of C;)ntrol R b : . T 3 A .
egrees. much 1 ey i
, % . ntrol, much like c?ildren,_domestigated ariimals, and.
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pets. only in the last few years has the traditional wedding oath of "love,

honor, and obey" been altered (iﬁ some, but not all, ceremoniess to delete
the word "obey" from the bride's vow; to conform with the groom's traditional

vow of "iove, honor, and cherish."12 (Dobash and Dobash; 1976, call such a

change” a nguperficial, cosmetic patch'). But mauy'ceremoniés are stillibe-'
ing performed in which the bride swears obedience to her husband, the sig-
nificance of which cannot be overlooked. If the wife.disobéys her husband,
what then are his rights and duties? If a child disobeys parental authority,
i or even challenges it, the socially approvéd response is the use of force,
i which may include physical force when necﬁssary; It requires no large leap
4 of the imagination to see that if the wife and children are to obe& the hua-
PR band and father, if they are both subservient to him, then he 1is "justified"”
if he uses physical force foi contfol.

1n his discussion of force (and the threat of foree) and violence in the
family, Goode (1971) deplores excessive exertion of power in the family, but
nevertheless sees the need for force, bolstered by social supports, to main-
tain the family structure. He calls on the reader to tmagine away the sup-—

ports of force, giving a list of examples of husbands without force wio can't

e o e S TS PR

"press" children's obedience, "threaten," "press," or "persuade” his wife in-

to various wifely duties, concluding that, v, ..it'is easy to see that substan-

tial part of the structhial strength of the family would be undermined"’(l971!

627). Goode makesvéthef infereﬁting conments, such as,

T b B B

Thus, force plays a role even when no deviant act 1§ actually committed.
The rebellious child or wife knows that the father or husband 1s strong~
er, and can call upon,outsiders‘who will support that force with more
force.... Within the family itself, the harsh fact must be faced that
the member with the greater strength and willingness to use’ it commands
more force than others do. This is usually the father, and in most
cases, it will also be the parents as compared with the children..."
Women, children, slaves, Co}onia;s,,lower castes, and other disadvan-—

8
A A

taged segments of any society are constrained more than others by force——

.
s
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<
e
.
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although all
are to some extent--or they are enjoined to refrain from it
8

use, simply because the exi. ng structures wi
sti tructure ould Change without these
buttresses. (1971'-625 ,628,635) . | |

The ilnpli-ations seem. clear that Goode expresses a neutral acknowledgmeut of
.

) .
the threat and use of power within the familiy, and a less than neutral accept-
A

ance of the nece t or it Go {s1:] t expre. n isolated viewpoint
SGi y £ i . ode does no press a sol wp i 3
- . .

his wofds are
a reflection of deeply-held -and fiercely-defended beliefs of

many in this
this patriarchal society and their predecessors (Dobash and Dobash
" 1]

1976; Marti 1976). h V. wi
3 1, 9 6) The. :Ldea pre ails that women shotild be dominated, and
! 20y

if they are recalcitrant, authority must be maintained, even if it requires
a degree of physical force. The question in the minds of many is not IF tﬁe
use of force is justified, but rather, centers on the question of HOQ MUCA

is justified? There is a thin line between necessary and exces;ive‘measures

to control wh P -
which slides up and down the continuum, de ending on the individ

uals who |ud C.
8 The teudency then becomes one of looking for what offense
: ;

the woman committed, and ng the unishment' against it to see 1if 1t
measuri P
3 8 1 14

wa
s merely justified, or if it was perhaps excessive

There seem o 'W woman
s to be a great desire to look for the 'reasons" hy a wol
was bea, ten e o w W e Wi erson was’ robb”e‘ d
4 3 unlike other crimes where fe peopl ask why a p. T
h £ 2

but simila
ar to asking why a woman was raped. The image of thé castrati
‘ 3 ating

bitch is drawn, wli E 183 Vv ai of the own sex
rawTt, here m ny mer believe that sane persons £ ir
=

would never.b
.beat a woman unless the woman had driven the poor man b d h
endurance, Th T
ere can be no denial that in the intimacy and isolation of th
) : i [ e

home, man, ersons -
s M y pers are in forced interaction which creates friction U
I . n

doubtedly‘ many :
LYy women are unreasonable 3’ dnfurlating, cas ttat:ing . By th
'y e

same toi{en) it seems reasonable to assume that many men are equally offensive,

0. e in th pred01ac( of wife- g
but what is ¢t xpla. e minance. fe-battering as compared to the

almost unheard of: husband-b ? are involved in far fewer
al attering Females 1
=

of [ TCAARN i

¢
—
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¢ an | i tly play the
crimes of violente tnan men (and when thfy are, they ttequen y play
assistant role), are far less frequently assaulters than males, are more
frequently murdered by husbands and 1overs, and when they are the murderers,

they are far more often involved in victim4preCipitated homicide than men

istice Statistical’

(Ward, et al., 1969, California State Department of Ju

Tables; 1976{ Martin, 1976 Rasko, 1976 Wolfgang, 1967) .
. Despite the realities of pain and threat of pain inflicted on a generally
smaller'and Jess muscular person by another who has advantages of size, weight,
z and muscle; many persons tend to romanticize the control of the female,13

Classically, Shakespeere's Taming of the
later followed by the John Wayne type

Shrew typifies the approval of sub=

jugation“of the strorg-willed woman,

'  .remind-
movies where the hero resorté to spanking the woman he loves who, thus:rem

! ed of his power and manliness, falls ‘willingly into his strong arms.‘ The

macho ideal and tHe‘pattiarchal structure of the family both serve to 'justify

i i is'a
violent behavior of the male directed at the female-—the only question 1s

matter of degree.

The institutions to which the battered woman turns for guidance oxr as-

sistance reverse direction back to her and ask, "What did you do to provoke

D iR

) ies, and
him?" (M&tzger, 1976). Organized religions, social service agencies,
"“ganctity of the home, "'

: ! erving the
i many ¢ounseling centers concentrate on pres g

and bend every effort to maintain the bonds of matrimony by advocating cor-

rective measurés instituted by the woman. ~Obviously, she, not he, is the

e who needs help, since she is the one who makes contact with them. One

!
!

on

. . o ) . £
ycung woman who lived in the northeast U.S. was continuously thrown out.o

- 3 3 1.
the house at night by her psychologist husband who made sure she didn't have
car keys or money, finally went to seea female psychoanalysti After the in-
itial standard question om provocation, the wife said, .

1Y
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I tried to ‘tell her that sometimes he.just wdalked in the door in a bad
mood, and before long he was mad at me over nothing at all. He'd twist
my arms behind my back, pulling them up so hard I thought they'd :come
out of the shoulder socket. lle knew better than to make marks on my
body, and that doesn't make marks, but it's painful as hell.  And there's
no way to pull away;:you can't do anything. . Before he'd pushk me .outside,
he'd always make sure to grab my purse.- What did. the psychoanalyst say?
She said I should try to remember that he has a lot of stress and strain
in his profession, and he. has nobody.else he can take out. his;frustra-
tione on, so I should make his life as pleasant and tranquil as possible

and he wouldn't "boil over," ' Can you imagine? 1t was OK if I was his
buffer, if I provided him with a "safety valve'" for his own pressures——
it was up to me to see that 'I didn't get hurt! .

At the time of the interview, this woman had put five years. and over 2,000
miles between herself and spouse, but she said she was still receiving tele-
phoned threats from him against her life in the middle of the night.

~Another woman named Beth, who left a battering husband after sixteen

years, explained to’the host on a taped television show: 14

It didn't matter what I did. When he wanted to hit me, he'd do it for
no reason or any reason at all! If I talked, I was hit, if I didn't talk,
I was hit. It could start over anything--you mame it, Maybe hé didn't
like the way I fried his eggs, or the way I'made a bed, say the sheets
weren't tucked ‘in right. . It didn't matter, he'd start yelling at me,
and between punches he'd ask me questions. If I tried to answer he'd
hit me, ‘and if I didn't understand his question .and couldn't thik of-
what he wanted me to say, he'd hit me again, It was a case of damned

if you do and damned if you don't, you:can't win. . I used to think may-
be it was something about me that was wrong, maybe I was doing things to
make him mad like that. But after 16 years I finally came to the con-
clusion that it wasn't me~-that the problem was him!

' traveled across

This mother of four children had finally "run away'from heme, "
the continent to‘California was giyen‘snelter at the‘Womenis Trensitional
Living Center, and later employed as a staff meuwber there. ﬁeth soon earned
her high school diploma, and is currently taking college para-legal courses .
toward promised employment in a law office. She secuted her own divorce

without legal assistance, and has since drawn up divorce (dissolution) papers
for four other battered wives. ‘ '
Another woman on the same televised program responded to the host s qdcry.

"What did you do?" with the statement that attacks could start as soon as her
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spouse came home, or after a’verbal argument, or as soon aS»the door was:shut " f

. . . . [ " ;

B ot

on departing guests. She said;.v IR that again he'd kill me.- I never tried again. I believe he would." : {
There was no "pattern;" there didn t have to be a reason. He could be

e Lrat . {1ing and T1, and as soon 4s the last Asked point-blank if they feel .they deserved their beatings, not one
as nice as pie:at a party, sm

guest ‘left’ the house he might lay in.to me for something I said or did.
Whenever his friends were around, he always treated me like a queen, he
worshiped me in public, he put me on a pedestal.

woman has indicated agreement. - Some comments are,.''l wouldn't beat him for

all the shitty things he did," "Not in a million years"" .and ."I honestly

This woman s husband was a military officer and she was: expecting a court feel T was a good wife and mother, and housekeeper; just too good.'

battle over the custody of the children, since she didn t have the resources If the women can't be made. to appear guilty of their own victimization,

to take them along when she finally left her home.: She was faced with there are other popular routes of attack.. :One is the traditional scape-~

charges ‘of abandonment. goating of women that, as the primary socializers of: the young, whatever is

The survey instriment tries to deal with the question of interaction wrong with the ‘adult, generation, is the fault of "mom." Psychoanalysis took

preceeding an assault, but'it is difficult to assess the validity of responses up the.cause where the church left off, and has consistently found women to

regarding emotionally-charged situations in retrospect. 65 percent of the » be the cause.of their own troubles, and men's as well (Chesler, 1973). Mom .

respondents gave a negative answer to the question, 'did you provoke the and momism has been accused of everything from juvenile delinguency to homo-

-attack either physically or verbally?" They frequently add comment Such as, sexuality——either the mother smothers or negiects, seduces or‘freezes._’Pogw

"I always tried to ‘caln him down when I saw what was happening to him: or - : rebin (1974) attacks the entire syndrome of blaming women for the violence .of

"he thought so——although I was just stating facts.' The others who believe men, ‘examining and ridiculing the imherent inconsistences in the thesis.

they did provoke the attacks write comments 1ik3: "I wouldn't. agree with Some writers infer that deprivation of motherliness in youth of the abusive

him," "I talked back,” or "L saw it coming but did nothing to stop him." parent is the primary cause of child abuse (Goode, 1971}, single mothers

The question of prevention generates many comments. Most write state- have. been blamed for juvenile delinquency in'the publicized early reports on

ments like, "nothing seemed to do any ‘good--1 tried everything," or "when he the "broken home" (Glueck and Glueck, 1950; Toby, 1957), and other authors.

got it in his head to beat me, nothing could stop him." One C°mme“t reads, are still defending scilentifically the working mothers from charges of child

"First I would:try to be logical and keep my temper down as if nothing he s

negléct and harmful effects of their employment on their.childrent(ﬁerzgg’ 1970)

could say would shock me." Another says, nAt times, I WOUld screw “P my The: charge that battered women: in turn battér their own,childrenvhas not

courage and explain hy I was unhappy and why I felt ve were so much in dis” yet been "legitimated" by publication, but will undoubtedly soon surface.

agreement so much of the time. I teally, sincereiy» honestly tried." This myth is currently in'circulation, and is frequently mentioned to the

When asked if they tried to defend themselves, 94 percent say no, fre- researcher in the field, "But isn't-it.true that:the battered women turn o |

quently adding a statement similar to the following- "I tried to once and he around and.batter their children, too?". is often phrased as.a suggestion, not

really f£lipped out and beat me worse than ever. He told me if I ever.tried * a question.. 4As a suggestion, it deserves rebuff as merely another, more ;
I : : 5
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} subtle form, of viétimiziug the victim. VQespite years of research and agen-. .
: cy dedication to the study of child abuse, the data are not in, and.it would:

) ) PR . gauge e actual severi ty of
u bu4t conveni ox some "digeover" ﬁhat chi dreh are batters y 1t ‘for th
be unfair, nient . £ y to e .mothers to ga th

i i : women, . some note with dig-
¢ .
>4 thei. m ques > > cussions with battered

eir children, One woman t:old’ the in~
.
. punish th

P ; s P ’ P he way some others ish

l ' H = rd-on her little poy but
; ‘ : e. ‘meone more powerful ma be displaééd onto.:an- ’ ow she doesn't mea; b
b and fear of being beaten by 80! re p y n to be-sgo hard h

othe: e e ves:-in an environ- 1e’s aNJ.Lllly strict with him, And ‘iv s a Shame,‘ because. he's such a good
h 1 Powerful and ‘hel'pless ‘to retaiiat . £ .one 13 . t }
ther, £:1:1 3 : | - 1 ‘
.V ‘POSE e that violence may become a way of Alife. le kid! Another mother mentioned th
ment of violence, it is P ssibl t that her 18 month OJd so

vally aggressive, and she had to get away from her battering spouse, if fo;
i"s Aid who :

- ho came to Chiswick Women's
Pizzey mentions a few cases of women W

no other reason than for her son's benefit, The, boy was an unusually large,
were suspected, or known, to batter their children. On this question she says,

cherubic—lpoking_cﬂ;ld who seldon spoke. The mother gxpiained,
P je d and then turns on 'the children . .
In some families the mother is battere

out of rage and despair. It's mot difficqlt to see yhy ;hism:ipzzn:ér_
for at one time or another, if a womau'f Honest, she wil fa it to her-
self, 'If it wasn't for the children... She feels pity o?
ren but she scmétimes also resents them (1974:55). oo

No matter how brutal he (her spouse) was with me, he wouldn't lay a B j
finger on Paul, and he wouldn't let me, either. You know how babies |
like to bite? Well, my mother used to say all babies will bite until f
you bite them back, not hard, you know, but enough to let them know !
it hurts., But when Paul Started teething, and his daddy was holding
him, he'd bitehis neck. Ron would squeal and ‘yell, and say "no. no,"
but never slap him, S0 Paul got the idea it was funny. He'd bite him
80 hard, you won't believe this, but I've seen him draw blood. ' And when
I'4 hold the balby, riding in, the back seat of the car, Paul would bite
me, and it would hurt so bad the tears would come, but I couldn't slap
him, or Ron would have knocked the shit out of me. :

But after seveéral years of experience with battered women and their childreg,
Pizzey cohcl&des fhat, "Few women let tleir resentment against their children
turn them to battering them unless éhey have themselves been repeatedly beat-

en in childhood" (1974:57).

g hat the women range from total
. . P X : L “to th qu

1 g- seem to indicate t

3 The survey questionnair pts a non: 3208 PP P sions to 1

> - -hey escribe as spanking when nec~
tion of child abuse. - There are questions about the children ness phy punishment to what they d "

- erviewer tha she was 890 afraid of t:aking out her
h i . 1ti £ th Ssary. Beth told th i

s ca violen etween parents, child-batter ng resu ng rrom e. man.’s e int. e

physical violence b par: 3 that

ife-batterin and the severity and frequency of 1 .children that she wou dn't even slap 'them, "'ev’en when I pro
: t ' q >4 :
> -4 . . own pain on her ch
response to interference in w: Y 1 t

’ - . 3 omen deskcr,ibe their hpsbands ,' there seem to
y i ab t: -
the mothers' physical punishment of children. It also asks abo 34 Ve When .the w

e T e e

be many, likelPaul's father, who totally reject pPhysical discipline of their

or hospitalization of any child due to injuries inflicted_by:either parent. children,

but at least half of them do use harsh physical,fo:ce on their child-

To date, none of the mothers have. self-reported child abuse, butv55 percent

Ten, as well as their vwives_.. Many, but. not all of these, se to direct a
; - . . ot '
ds r ished the children, and six percent o
have said their husbands severelylpunzs em

larger share. of aggression to one. particular ch;}d;,
these reported medical care requifedxfot a child for injuries deliVEIEd by In view of, the lack of substan;ialvda;§,.i: seems fair tohques;;on as- .
the man. ' Some mentioned police reports in’thése cases, and others-mentioned - - ) ' : ' sumptions that the battered voman, is a battering-mother.

;. More research is
"child abuse" irn response to crimes the man was arrested for other than}goman-

needed on the battering parent, and research has hard}y even begun on. the
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battered woman, therefore, it is too early to draw any conclusions whatever.
It does seem advisable to investigate the question, yet stand guard that the

assumption is not dignified as "fact" until theése-data are obtained.

‘

By introduction of tﬁc myth “Why did she stay?" the realities of pa?n
and terror- are brought iﬁto question, sometimes even wifh’a.hint of amuse-
ment. While many of the lay public ar; inclined to phrase the questiont "if’
she is really abused, why d1d she stay?" psychologists and sociologists ‘ask
the latter half of the question, and look for différent answers. Gelles's
article, "Abused Wives: Why Do They Stay?" (1976), finds a‘complgx‘relation—~
ship of factors, the major ones being: 1) severityr?nd frequency of batsef¥,
ing, 2) cliildhood experiences with violence,'3) available resources, -and 4)
Wexternal constraint' or community reaction. Straus (19763563) uses a phrase
which seveial respondents have written on thg instruggnt us§¢ ;n‘this study,
and have verbalized to the investigatoré' "thé}marriage license geems to be a
hitting license.". Straus seems t& expand slightly from earlier violent cul-
ture learning theory to include sexism as a component of the culture. He
says sexism ‘contributes to the frequency of wife—beatingibecause: 1) men's
persondl need for ‘power aﬁd'superiority, 2) antagonism due to T'sex-role dif-
ferentiation and inequality," 3) sbcilalization of the women and pressures to
keep them in socially approved gex roles as wife and mother, aqd 4)'“the male-

oriented organization of the criminal justice gystem” (1976:543). The first

two points Seem to addreds why~there are such occurrences, and the latter two

points seen to attend to the reasons why ' the woman stays in the situation.
. Many psychologists, social psychologists, and’others in these fields of -

endeavor; appear to concentrate on depéendency,’ negéﬁivé self:-image, hogtility,

and locus of”cohtiol‘scales.'“Sometiﬁés‘suggesticné‘afe made ‘that there may be
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underlying.reasons ogher than the battering for the‘woman's complaints, e.g.,
revenge. Implications are tha; there were, p;ior to complaints of battering,
gratification of some needs which are no longer being met. Attention then
focuses, not.on her complaints, but rather on her reasons.gor complaining
now, which probably is an important area for investigationm, but digresses

from the major issues.

Seldom do the assumptions underlying the myth "Why did she stay?" become
so obvious as when one paychoanalygt said, "What I wonder is, what do these
women get out of the relationship?''- Conversely, the question which many of
the women still living in a battering situation seems to ask is, nggi do I
get out of the relatiénship?" The. questionnaire geeks answers to the varlous
resources and alternatives available to the women other than the obvious doér
to physical escape--the one most of this sample‘usedr—the WILC. ’At best, a
house of refuge is 4 temporary first step; its most important ;ervice is to
provide safety Eo the women .and their children. While ;n residgnce there,
they receive a myriad of counseling services and establish connections with
welfare, employment, legal, and housing agencies.. Once removed from thé iso-
lation of her home, the bgttgred woman often finds resources and assistance
available to her which were either unknown to her, or beyond her reach before.

The .survey questionnaire used in the pilot study provides an excellent
source of Information which draws a detailed picture of individuals, and when
a sufficient. sample is drawn, may yield a composite picture gf‘battered women.
By taking into-account ages of respondent, number and éges of cbildrgn, both
her and her spouse's educaticn and employment history andbsocial clas%: ig is
fairly simple to quecti§ely qeterming what 6ption5 mgy‘havg\peen open to her.

By examining her childhood history, re;igiqn and expressed degree of religios-

ity, it may be discovered what her perceptions are likely to be. Her response

it
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to victimizZation is examined in detail by asking if she had gone fur counisel-
ing to friends, relatives, clergymen, mental healtli professionals or marriage
counselors; and what their responses to her problems were. A search for “es-
cape routes" other thar the WTLC is conducted by asking distance to nearest
relatives,vsnd 1f she believes any relatives could; or would, provide shelter
for her and her children (if she has any).15

The ultimate escape is suicide, and questions are directed toward con-
templation of the act and method, actual attempt/s, and everts which both
triggered and followed the attempt. Peggy, the 21 year old woman meéationed ~
earlier, said her marriage was forced by her father, (she is still living with
her spouse), is one of the 61 percent who say they contemplated suicide, and
one of the 35 percent who report an actual attempt. She says she made early
attempts while still living in her parental home,lsuch as: ¥slicing wrists
with a razor, consuming large doses of any pills I could lay hand on, father's
gun, retreating into catatonia, praying vehemeritly for death' (young age)."
She explains, "these were foiled‘by my sister finding me in the act.'  'In the
foux years of her marriage, she reports regular and frequent beatings which
resulted in: "lost hair, kicks to legs and back, banging my head against the
walls, black eyes," and has since attempted suicide by ''pill consumption,
gun--(spouse kept a loaded gun by mﬁ bed)." In responsé to the guestion, '
"Here you hospitalized or treated by & physician?" she wrote, "Are you. kidding?
--Sorry~-No oné even bothered." Another woman who received no -treatment wrote,
"In '70 I drank a large glass full of gin. I doni't drink very often éni I had
read that 8 oz. of Tiquoer ingested'at one time would suppréss a body. I also
took a couple valium. This combo wasn't sufficient to do the job." This wo-
man also relatesftnet she holds & B.A. degree'and'teaching credential, and her

spouse is a ‘writer and teacher.

7

et ity s

983

28

The other responses reveal a complicated network of factors similar to
Gelles's typology, with somewhat less emphasis on severity and frequency of -
battering. Preliminary examination of accumulated data shows that childhood
experiences, personal resources, and community response ‘are far greater de-
terminants of whether the woman stays or not, and the length of time she en-
dures battering before'leaving. As statei earlier, childhood experiences
seem to show women who are willing to invest a great deal in a relationship—-
women who have been heavily socialized into traditional sex roles. Personal
resources are defined as finsncial as well as other resources such as: educa-
tion, employability, native intelligence,vhealth friends and relati&es (and
distances between residences), number, ages and health of children. Comnmun~
ity responses .are agents and agencies the woman has available to her, and
their response to her when, and if, she draws on them for assistance. For ex-
ample, the religious women who are told by clergymen to pray, the medical doc-
tors who prescribe tranquilizers (for the women), and the lawyers who strongly
advise divorce.

It appears that the combination of these three variables: socialization,
resources, and response, weighted in certain directions, will lock the woman
into her situation nntil there is no release except death or spouse's volun-
tary departure. In other words, some women will walk out on a relationship
the first time her spouse strikes her because, a) she is less willing to ac—
cept a subordinate position to this man, regardless of Tesources and community
response. Or b) she views the relationship as important and faces adverse
commnnity responsey -but hae available resources to draw Upon. Least likely is
favorable community response, since almost all social institutions, agents,.
and agencies are disinclined to encourage a wife and mother to dissolve & re~

lationship with a man. The most positive measure of this variable would be
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neutrality. For example, one medical doctor whose office is located in an .
. the field soon discovers. The question now becomes, what do the women them~

affluent.aréa told the interviewer in a semi-amused manner,
selves perceive as their reason for staying? The survey instrument incorpor—

Yes, I've seen women who came in for treatment of injuries they claim
were given to them by their husbands. A lot of them are repeaters; they
come back time and again. ‘T ask them why they put up with it, and they
can't give any good answers. It may be a matter of money, maybe they
figure they'd lose out by leaving. I don't-understand it--they just
don't make sense. There's nothing you can do for them.

ates one question which directly asks: "If you‘havé been battered more than
once, what are (or were). your reagons for continuing to live with him;" Some
of the responses, randomly chosen, are listed below. ‘ ”

I feel my husband 15 a sick man and I .loved him and felt I could help

him. . At one time I really b ¢
: 1 ally believed he would never hi
I was afrald he would hurt someone else if I left, £ me.sgain. Then

Another doctor, an obstetrician/gynecologist whose office is'located in a

working-class area, claimed that women come to him for his specializaéions,
Loneliness and. I thought my cﬂild should haGé a father.

and during examinations he observes bruises and lacerations. He estimated
I love him and he's great when he's sober.,
I was afraid he would kill me 1f T left, lace
t. Also had no place to go:
husband 1? extremely anxious to find me and will go topany extrgme tgy
do so. I m going to have to be very careful.

‘that half the battered women he seées are pregnant. He; too, expressed puz-
- zlement over why they "put up with" this treatment, saying, .
[y

I guess some women will put up with a lot of hell just to get a little

And after listening to these women talk about their hus-
They start

Because of my childrep, and this last time it was becauge of a counselor

loving....
bands, it sounds like "you only beat the one you love'....
out loving a man, and they'll put up with a lot until they finally lose

When that's gone, then they leave.

.Lack of money; he said he would change. ,

Fear, mostly, of him and his threats. Doubt as to being able to care
for my children, as my health was very poor at that time, physically and
:::i:;lg. Surgery was requested, which he refused to let me have and my
poar e;:me progressive}y worse. After four hearings and finally a
b gyaprizgzge ;rsiiiolution as it was then called, was finally grant-
on the cors'ase Eizaliya:n::gt:tfo the judge which had a greéat influence

respect., for him.

This doctor repofted that he treats his patienté' wounds and prescribes "re-

laxants."

Frequently, the first community agents to make contact with the battered
I did not know where to g0 or who to tu 4 '
! , rn to. I was too afraid t
gim I was leaving him. I tried once. I'm afraid he'll f£ind me ngwtell
ut it would be a lot worse for me and my kids 1f T went back, ’

women are the police, not doctors. One police officer, a veteran of many years
3 service, expressed disgust with the women he encounters in domestic disturb-
: ance calls. Claiming "they're all alike," he was encouraged to describe the

For thr ! ) .

el ee years I've been trying to get away~-but nowhgre to go. Until

"'typical' woman he sees on these calls. He provided the following:
I felt things would get better. T was oniy kiddiﬁg4myse1f,

JEp——

Well, we go in there, and there's this old broad who's in her 40's, who's
yelling and screaming, and three or four kids hollering, too. She's us~ C ‘
ually a gal that's never worked a day in her life. (Interviewer: What
. does the house lopk like? Is it clean? Three or four kids, you say.
i Are they clean, and do they look well-fed, or are they usually dirty and
neglected-looking?) No, the kids look OK, except-they're all upset;. and
things are about average clean, except sometimes the house is torn up
from the fight. But she's the kind of bag who couldn't get out there and
earn her own living if her life depended on it! That's why she doesn't
; want him arrested, just wants us to make him stop hitting her, 'causé she .
: . knows: she needs him for a meal-ticket. ) : ] -
These stereotypes are neither rare nor exaggerated, as the researcher in {} R o

Peggy, who still resides with her bétterer wrote;
Mostly stupidity, Ibguess I have no mo ‘ ri
. money, no car (can't drive a
::nir;:ngzwlefsﬂ t_:Myhparenjt_:s k;cked me out %eforef-théyzsure as he;iwggi:t
. at chance is there for me, with two kids under th
ree? I
:ankaway once to San Jose, and he found me, came after me, and took me
ack.” I could never get far enough .away from him. ’ ' o

Perhaps.coode has expressed mbstleloqueﬂtlf the cohfigurations of

T ' :
rea ‘
sons” why these women stay, or at least stay so long. Goode, as mentioned

s

G : N o

e e

SRR W

- - s

R 0 T




ig
i3
i

£
§

VNP o

586

31

earlier, seems to défeﬁd the necessity of at least. some force for the contin=
uation of the féhily structure,’ nevertheless expresses gtrong sentiment for
the continuation 6£ destructive‘relationshiﬁs. His explanation indicates
neithgr pathological nor weak individuals;’and goes beyond mefe self-éeeking

and economics: He says,

These dynamics also create two additional traits of man that increase
the risk of violence among family members: the unwillingness of human
beings either to submit or to escape.... Man does not sibmit because
thereby all that gives meaning to his existence is lost, i.e., values,
norms,  traditions, and moral or ethical beliefs. It is especially in
the family that he cannot or will not escape easily, because of ‘his emo-
tional investment in these relations is great, the costs of leaving are
high, and the social pressures to maintain his kin ties are strong

(1971:632).

The pilot study has an unfortunately small sample size, precluding firm
conclusions, ‘especially in view of the numerous variables and intervening
variables under investigation. However, it may be well to conéider that, from
the point of view of battered women, perceived options may be indeed few, and -
without the assistance of others to give social support and introduce other
options, they imnay be locked into their situations. Rather than some popular
conceptions of base motives, these women may have sized up their own situa-
tions with realism and clarity, and have made the most iptelligent and prag-

matic choices possible.

"But They Never Press Charges"

This disclaimer is made most frequently by law enforcement officers and
persons in the criminal justice system, and repeated Ey sympathetic others.
It is usually preceeded by statements qf the high price poiice officers pay
for their'résponse tg‘domestic’disyu;bance calls, which-is beyond question.
Statistics reveal that the majority of requests fo; pdlice assistance are
"dome;tic‘distutbaucé" calls, and that @ény officers are killed and injurgd
in response to these calls (Goode, 1569; Martiﬁ, 1976). 1In 1974, 22 percent,

ard in 1975, 16 percent of all police officers killed were responding to

>y
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"digsturbance calls (family quarrels, man with gun, etc.)." TIn 1974, 27.5 per-
cent of all assaults on law enforcement officers occurred in the same cat-
egory of calls, higher than any other type of activity (FBI Uniform Crime Re-
ports,‘1974, 19?5): Thé traditional approach“to\"noncfime" calls of domes-
tic disturbance has been an official policy of "adjuatﬁent without arrest."

One of Parnas's reasons for investigating police résponsé to these calls, in

addition to the Heavy volume, was,

...the social context of the domestic disturbance and the policy of
nonarrest, with the resulting use of discretionary methods of adjust-
ment by the patrolmar, provide a look at the police officer's role in
giving assistance to an alleged offender as well as to the complainant
(1967:915) .

Parnas conducted éitensive reseafch through the cooperation of the Chicago
Police Department, which was one of the first of several studies which hgve
effected gradual change in police traininé méﬁhods and establishment of some
Family Crisis Intervention Units (Parnas, 1967; Bard, 1970a, 197Qb).

' Despite recent re-educaﬁiqn and sensitization of administfétive person-
nel to the dangers. and incbtisistencies inherent in statﬁ:es and 6fficial pol~
icies, changes are slow in filtering down to many officers who must answer
these calls, 'Added to his cognition of inherent danger is an admixture of
the officer's own percepéibns of women'é prope; position in relationship to

men's, reluctance to interfere in "family squabbles,” and distaste for “social

work" vs. law enforcement. The responding officer frequently sees himseif as
a victimﬁ eﬁtering»into extreme personal d;nger in situations where his ac-
tions and decisions are based on gometimes ahbigﬁous‘codes, and yhere his
sense of professionalism is’reduéed. If‘ﬁhat.sacrifige'isn't enough, . the.
officer knows by experience and reputation that the battered woman is highly

unlikely to press charges. Many writers have described the predicament aﬁd

inconsistencies of police intervention and control of intrafamily violence,
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I
I got
esg anghs:e;owgigznmi i:g gevinlto my mom's, but I wanted to press charg-
s went to the police station
plzingete;::::dw:: p:i:i ch;rgesr and they wouldn't even tak:hz :sgc
. _ n ng could do, because the did .
up a report, ‘so .there wasn't even a record that‘ityhappZn:de::naY{ite
: !

system (Bannon,

as well as the codes and problems in the eriminal justice

1975, Bard and Zacker, 1974; Gingold, 1976; Martin,‘1976; farnas, 1967;

Stralis, 1976)'
C
ommander James Bannon (19 5) has point:ed out the effects of compatibilit. f
(=)

Battered women frequently react in outrage to mention of police and the
ercept. -

P ptions of male female roles of the. policeman‘and the male spouse offend ;

- i

Kim, mother pf a

criminal justice system, based on personal experiences.
er, t
» the veneration of ‘the sanctity of the home, and the paradox of . sénding

14 month old boy, interviewed at the WILC, bitterly described hexr experiences
e " |
pPersons to arbritrate" who are themselves heavily socialized to" masculine i
i

She gave background details, describing the firet attack by
role i
7ages and the use of coercive physical force. Bannon, a veteran of the

with the police.

her husband early in the preguancy. - Badly beaten, Kim began hemorrhaging and
Detro
It Police Department, says, "This' paradox suggests to me that tradition

feared loss of her cnborn baby. She said she left him, returning to her wid-
all,
Yy trained and: soclalized policemen are the worst possible choica to. at

Kim related that

owed mother's home, already crowded with younger siblings.
tempt ‘to intervene in domestic violence" (1975:3).

her husband kept after her every day for two weeks, begging her to return

home, claiming he didn't know what happened. She said,

...John was, after all, my baby's father. So I went back. The first

time I called the police was when we lived in , but they wouldn't
That department never did send out anybody, and I called them
three times. When we moved to . , one night--the baby %as three
months old then--he was beating me and tearing up the place. I tried to
call the police, but he tore the phone out. I grabbed up Kevin and when
I was running out the door he threw the phonre at me so hard it smashed

‘I got to my rieighbors; called the police, and they argued

.even come,

"the wall. .
about coming, said to stay vhere I was safe. I needed some of the baby's
things and mine, so'I kept begging them to send somebody.... I stood
out in the middle of the night in front of our place waiting for them to in
An older man and a younger man came I'm Si;nding there bl !
tell me, T eedihg, I didn't know what to do, and they didn't :

come. It took a long, long time.
in a car and argued with me about going back in--they kept saying it

was best if I went somewhere else: I couldn't go without our things, so
when ve finally got to the door, it was locked-~of course I had no key.

That did it! They wanted to leave then and there, saying they have no
right Eo enter—-it's his house. I told them it's my house, too. Fin
ally I got one of them to hold the baby and the other one boosted me
through a window (Kim is 5'2", weighs 108 pounds). I ran around to the
door and let them in. They said, "make it fast!" John was asleep on
the bed, dead drunk. I threw things into a bag, shaking so bad, so
scared. But when I turned to leave the bedroom, I saw arid heard some-
thing I'1ll never forget as long as I live. R

ting up on the edge of the bed, and he was patting him on the.shoulder
saying, "Take it easy, buddy. 1It's OK. I've been through the same thing
with my wife." Those words are etched in my brain. That bastard was,

sympathizing v with my husband?!

The younger cop had John .sit-"

Ti
me and again, when a woman indicates the police were -dalled, she
e 3
writes or says comments such as:

ghey wouldn't come,
hey said ‘to cool down to
talk things ove:
They «didn't witness. a erim . th
e, so th )
"Shut up, lady, or I'11l. run’YOU inellse ® nothing they can do
E?;y wouldn't let me sign anything.
you two don't settle d )
?hey oatagy o't s reporz?n I'1l have to arrest you both."- .
asked them what I should do, and they said to. come in on Monday morn-

Many of the sur vey inst:ruments WhiCh IBCEiVe a 'yes I'ESPOHSE to the quesy—-
tion 1 U request that r 5€ De arrested? re followe the
i ’ 'Did yo ques at your spou be a d? a ol low d by h

.
word "nothing" in reply to the question, "What happened?"

Dozl d ‘
s told of three times the police were called to her home, and respond-

ed. S
he evaluated their attitudes toward her spouse on ¢ali one as "tough or
#
aggressive, and on calls two and three as "polite but firm ' “Her 200 d
poun
husb
usband was ‘arrested on call one because he became abusive to. the police It

took six
officers to restrain him, and he was booked on charges of resisting

A Tt

ar: . n e s nggl he was injure by police. Dor 8 d Sign n 1
rest In th tr e w d 1 is di 4n. assault

i
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, and moved out of‘the family: hone~with hier three daughters. Within

-y

conplaint

two weeks, her husband "kidnapped" the glrls on their way home from school.
He telephoned Doris saying that if she wanted to ever.- see.the girls again, -
she would. have to come home. She,did. Doris wrote that charges were‘dropped
because, "my witness did not appear, and by ‘this time we were 'veconciled.'"

Her husband's only "penalty" was court-ordered psychiatric counseling; which:

" he did not obtain and which was. never enforced.. Doris related that after.

once having dropped charges, the,polide were not interested in getting her to
sign a complaint and her attorney advised against it.

Sgt. Don Weese, Investigator with the Los Angeles Police Department, was
questioned by a televieion talk show host. . The dialogue which tollows seems

to exemplify some police attitudes. -

Interviewer: Some people seem to think police are reluctant to arrest’
these abusive husbands. What do you think?

Sgt. Weese: Well, & lot of it. depends 'on what. the Situation is when the
officer arrivés. It's the policy to protect life, of course. . What our
problem is that so often there is a wife who really does not want to
prosecute. She wants the husband to be told not to do this again and
the matter to be dropped at that point. . . .

Interviewer: And if you try to pursue the issue?

Sgt. Weese:  Sometimes it's tragic for the officer. He makes the arrest.
If the husband resists, before he's finished with the arrest, he has to
fight the wife and arrest the wife and the husband. The officer is in
the middle of a family matter, and. of course he has ‘to tread water as he

makes the arrest or decides whether to arrest.: It's a difficult decision
to makej when the policeman arrives he is actually in social worh at that

time. He's trying to satisfy both partiea....

There are some persons who look at these matters somewhat differently. ?or

example, Bannon says,

In my view the police aLtitude, which seems to say that what happens be~
tween man and wife in their own home is beyond the authority or. ability
of the police to control is a “cop out.”" The real reason that police

avoid domestic violence situations to the greatest extent posgible is be-=

cause we do not know how to cope with them. And besides we share soc-
ieties view that domestic¢ violence 1s.an individual problem and ‘not: a
public issue (1975:3).
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Interviewed on the same televiéion program as Sgt. Weese was Los Angeles -
County Superior. Court Judge Leslie W. Light. Judge Light, following com=

" ments by Public Defender Wilbur Littlefield about the high predictability

of women backing down from ‘prosecuting their assailants, said
I Yemember whén I first went with the’ district attorney's office, I was
fortunate enough to sit in on an office hearing of a wife-beating com~
plaint ‘where the deputy who was liandling it was an experienced man.
And I could see that the technique was to feally put the pressure on the
woman to 'make sure’ this was something she really wants to do.

(Inteiviewer: Did she think they were picking on her?) Yes, but I
think what they were really trying to do 1is to make sure that this is a
cage, that when we get to court, this woman's not going to change her
mind like most of the others and back down. §o he '"put the screws' to
her, she buckled under and decided, no, it's better I shouldn't do it,
and she didn't. TFour months later that woman was a victim of & murder,
and her husband was the murderer. Now that got to me. ...

_ But most of rhe police officers, in. 90 percent of the cases they see,
‘the woman comes down the next morning and wants the guy out of Jail. :
And they say "It isn't worth it, I mean, I want to go out doing Some-
thing. that's really going to be productive as far ‘as putting somebody in
jail that belongs there and not spin my wheels." So these women have to

" be willing, when they start the ball rolling, to keep pushing it with
the rest of us, because if they stop, nobody else wants to push the ball
either, .

Judge Light said that the maximum sentence for felony wife-beating in Calif-
ornia is ten years in state prison, but as far as he knew, no man had ever
received such a eentence, adding that there 4s no additional punishment for
repeaters.  As for protection for the woman against her assailant while the.
man is' frée on bail awaiting trial Judge Light admitted there is very little
the system‘can do for her. He 'said, © o ' -
...and it's a fact of ‘life that if somébody says, "I'm’ going* ‘to ki1l you;"
you've got to be on your guard because the law can't do anything about it
until he takes an overt step to try to accomplish it. Mere threats don't
put people in jail, (There'’s nothing .that can be done) until he takes
“that first step that goes beyond planning. o
. The ‘issue of protection and‘safety of the'woman‘is'seldom mentioned when
the stereotype "But they never press charges"‘ie invoked. The fact that the

victims' fears of retaliation for prosecution are used against them is“avdlded.
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A director of a shelter for battered women told the interviewer:

Ever since we opened our doors, I have repeatedly taken women who want
to press charges down to the police station. They're all set when they
walk in there--they are determined to. get justice for themselves, at
last. They've made up their minds to go through with it. But damn it!
Every single one of them has been talked out of it by the time these
people get. through with them! They'll sit them down, and play on their
fears of ithe guy, remind them that he'll only be locked up for a couple
hours, at the most; and then back out on the streets, on bail, looking
for them! "Of course, he knows where her relatives and frieads 1ive,
maybe he'll go there looking for her, and make all kinds of trouble.

And if he beat hex before, just thinlk of what he'll do‘this time when he
catches her., Maybe this time he'll kill her! One officer's favorite .
phrase is, "My best advice to you, lady, is to run and hide.'" What the
hell can any of us say to her after something like that? The most de-
feating . part is, most of it's true. But what good is the law if it

can't protect half the citizens?

It seems td:bé a refenéctdent of "Gatch 22," because the victim 1s blamed
for not pressing charges, buf when she attempts to do éo, ;he's dissuaded
from doing it by her accusers. "Putting the screds" on the battered woman is
similar to.the criminal justice system's traditional ﬁdddling of the rape vic-
tim. - The victim's fears 6f‘retaliation may be justified, and even if she is
tempordrily hidden in a women's shelter, fhe day must come when she will‘

leave that support and security, and set out to re-establish a home for her-

~self and children. The system itself leaks information to the husband about

the wife's location, frequently when agencies are pressing him for child sup
The trauma many of these women face when the case is finally
" heard is extreme; many of them believe they will be killed. Most states have

some form of order of protection or restraining order. Attorney Joyce Hast-

ings, who has represented many battered women in divorce (dissolution) cases,

says about such orders,
The only men who are actually restrained by these are the ones who have
awe or fear of the legal procéss in the first place, 'Most of them see
. it as nothing more than a piece. of paper, and its protective value is
just as strong as that~~a piece of paper. If a man is determined to get
to her; he will--1if he can find her. .

It seems obvious that there are flaws in the system. While there un
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doubte y i y - n-
btedly are many women who would back out (as do’many other solo-complai

-antg) of
.) prosecdtion because of. emotional attachment for her spouse regard
- > 3. -

less of prote . , 1 :
protective measures, a great many other victims would follow through

"But th :
) €Y never press charges" ig repeatedly encountered as a disqualifier

for the women--to effec;ively throw the guilt for lack of Prosecution and
punishment of persons who have committed c¢rimes back on to the victim he?sélf
It promotes the idea that those who are hired or appointed to protect the .
eivil rights, pProperty, and lives of'cdtizens are ready, willing, even eager
to sprdng ddto action, but they are frustrated and‘handicdpped in their ef- ’
forts to do'so by the victims' own unwillingness to act. It is sdgéestéd

that the pmiyth of the emotional, vaseillating, irresponéible female who begs

.
aw o cers to save. h s and then refus 0 assis em. in: prosecutio
1 £fi t ave. her en refuses t, sist them. i n,

furtl ' '
 turther victimizes the victim. Perhaps, again, the victim of bétteriﬁg

n . .
ows her pouse better than anyone else, knows her own fear and he Pl' -
ki er s y lpless

ness better than anyone else, and makds the only practical decision possible
based on this knowledge. Propagation of this myth serves to absolve the pfoi
tective and legal agencles of the responsibility for the perpetuation of this
form of human misery. By insisting that ""domestic violence 1s an individual
ptoblem‘and not a public issue,"” (Bannon, 1975:1), the ecriminal justice sys-
tem may, as Bannon says, contribute to inter—pe:éonal ;ioledce.‘

The Problem is Restricted to the Lower Classes

_In the social sciences, - : “of th ;
» most of the emphasis of thosa working in "sogcial

problems," "disorganization " " ; A
g on,” or "deviance," has been turned tovard the econ-"

omically df ' -on
y disadvantaged, and prison and other confined populations (Liazos
1975). : ' E ' ,
) Unquestionably, the subject of battered women is nothing new to the
oli N [ : oo )
police, welfare workers, and Sthér social ‘agents to whoim these women in the -
e

lower soci¢ issEa magt : . .
cloeconomic cldsses most frequently turn, The phicnomehon has been
’ een’”
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credited to the "lower classéé" both in popular m;th and‘by some ‘writers
(Goode, 1969, 1971). Althéugh some gtill ins#st en pointing anvaccpsing
finger at "those people," a gradual,awargness hag geveloped that there is no
such ciass b;rrier.v England publicly ;eqognizéd-the‘phenomenon a few years
ago, and Piziex let it be known that mone; and priyilege does not distinguish
the non-violent man from the woman~bgater. She. says, - )

Wife-beating has gone on for'hundreds'of years.... For ages wife-beat-—

ing was thought to be a wotking—class activity, for the middle- and

upper-class women never let on. . _
Agpfar as I can see the reason why 'battered wives' are getting a hear

- has -said, 'It's hap-
i is that for the first time a middle class woman 34 .
p:§ed to me."  ‘That makes it respectable and all the more shocking (}974.

46) . ‘
Steinmetz andetraus attack several myths associated with,intrgfamily vio-
lence, and one of them is that it is primarily a working class phenomenon
(1974:7-8). They maintain that the evidence for making ;Hese conclusions is
lacking, and that if there are inter-class differences, they suggest they are
small. )

It is possible éhat the American public would have been vaguely aware of
the “skeleton in the:closet,"l(Marﬁin, 1976:15-17),'and continued to ignore
this disgasteful topic as long as it was confined to the lower strata qf soc' -
iety. However, the study conduc;ed by a group of womén in aﬁfluent qutgom—
ery County, Maryland, revealed that a high pergentage‘of ;hgse'woqen reported
frequent and serlous physical abuse. Perhaps the very tei;i?ation thatyt?is
problem crossesuqlass linfs was the cétalyst necessary tq give it’thg "ref
spectability" needed to become a serious social concern.

Tgis_pilot;spudy may _stand accu;e@ ofubéing hgavily weighgg@ in the Qi—
yection of working-class re§ppndgn;§r'§inc? thg sample largely consists. of
ﬁattered women wﬁo have fled :heip homesyto‘gghogse qgvrgfuge. It‘mayﬂreason—

ably be assumed that middle class women‘have sqmewhat;grgater access to fi-
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nancial and. other reséurées, and with more availablg options,_méy be able to
leave a battering spouse without this action beecoming a matter of public
record. In actuality, 40 percent of the women who have been admitted to the
WILC are considered middle clasé, which is less than population averages, bﬁt
still a sizeable Proportion.  Other women, who have volunteered tb parficipate
in the study, have been largely from the middle elass which has' served to
counterbalance the lower c¢lass biés, and the total‘sample is approximately
evenly representative of both socioeconomic classes, As a résult, education-
al attainment of this sample ranges from grammar schodl to Ph.D., of both the

women' and their spouses. Thé women are housewives, teachers, iherapiéts,

nurses, librarians, etc. Their spouses range from unemployed laborers to

doctors, ﬁsychiatrists, dentists’, writers; and gngiheers:

Doris, for éxample; a college graduate, lived in-a home in a very affiu-
ent area of sﬁuthern California, and could ‘scarcely be classifiéd as working-
class,16 however,ﬁﬁhen she lost the use of her legs, she was no longer able-
to drive a car, reduciné her available resources. Many of the woment who liv-
ed in expensive homes, Had highly educdted husbands with sizeable incomes, -
are also women wliose husbands kept tight control of all incomes, and watched
their movementskcarefully. One woman, the wife of an iﬁternational corbbram
tion chief executive and member of tHe church board of directors, finally
drove off one day in the family camper. She claimed that all ker telephﬁne
calls were scréened, and the rooms of her home "bugged," which was attested

to by her 20 year old daughter.

It appears that woman-battering does cross socioeconomic class lines,

.but there may be variations due to class. From in-depth interviews and

group discussion, there appear to be subtle differences. For instance, the
middle class bat;ergr seems to be more inclined to use psychological batter-

ing and forms of "punishment" which neitﬁer destroy the home nor leave

S il

iy,
i
et e :

A S

e g i e g,

e T R BN

U




AT ovarass Y
i A A A 8 £

596
597

41
42

For example, the psychologist who locked
his § .
mother, were battered when he was a child, and id some cases both we
) re

obvious marks on the woman's body.

iiis wife outdoors on cold winter nights, first making sure she couldn't es-
S battered,
Some ‘women report extremely harsh discipline which they define ag L

Another man locked his wife in a dark room until she would "be~
. . . cruelt
y Oor torture, and a variety of deprivations in. their’ spouses’ youth.18

cape by car.
have." Even in the "heat of passion® these men seem more inclined to strike
. . . The t
ypology of the female victim, as described earlier, appears to .conform

(several women report their spouses made .
‘ to th !
e hypothesized batterers' mate. These tentative findings dnvite com-

the woman from the neck downward,
parison with more and larger gtudies,

comments like "no one will ever see what I did to you.") Most of these wo-

I
n addition, valuable insights have been gained which will guide future

men relate they covered up visible bruises by neck scarves and clothing to

The working class man seems less inclined to use, subtle
’ r
esearch conducted by this investigator, and may be useful to others Th
b . e

cover arms and legs.

forms of battering, and frequently strikes at the face, head; and neck of the
‘ ‘ stud; . . L
y ‘was initiated to explore the phenomenon of woman-battering, and there
. N ’

Gy

i
§
i\
i
{
{

woman. When these women are employed, most report they tried to camouflage by
were no expectations of definitively "explaining" woman-battering in th
e

ugse of make-up and dark glasses.l7
‘ United §
tates, However; the frequency and intensity with which some stereo-

ey

e

From these data gathered, no estimation of inter-class frequency in the
types or.
yp myths were introduced, caused the investigator to examine them, not
, .

general population can be assumed, but the investigator is inclined to agree
nl,
only questioning their valddity, but also asking what functions they may

with Steinmetz and Straus that some reasons exist for the popular but erroni:-- .
‘ ' . serve,
An overview of the common myths examined in light of these data imply

Some of

O N

ous notion that woman-battering is confined to the working classes,
contradi
ctiong {in many ways. The investigator- suggests perhaps alternative

i
’ interpretation of the data, greater visibility of intra-
; conceptualizations are warrented. 4 brief re—examination follows below
. oo {

these reasons are:

family violence, and the greater tendency to call on the police (1974:8).
"
These are pathological individuals." It is suggested that the "illness"
5

What this pilot. study has shown is that woman-battering is not confined to the
P . label
serves to excuse society .and its agents, since these are proported to

ghetto, that these women who endured battering more than once had a variety
3 b
La e problems within the psyche, which can only be alieviated by specialigts of

i of individual circumstances which guided their responses that differed slight-
\ v : the bod
ody and mind i.e., the medical industry. Parsons. proposed an alternate

b A nd that techniques of physical abuse employed by their
N view of illness as, among other things "exemption from normal social rol
le

éf ly by social class,.a
responsibilities” (1964: 1436), Goffman eloquently described the "us~them" ef-

e SNty e I

cmriacan

i spouses differed somewhat along class lines.
| | 7 . fects of being different 196
) 3
i E ( )y while Szasz warned of: the dangers of delegat-

IMPLICATIONS
The pilot study has generated data which appear to give support to the . ) j ing power to psychiatri
‘ y 8ts to perform as agents of soci
) al control (197
. 4).

- Insisting that thig is an individual . rather than social problem serves to

hypotheses set forth earlier, but cdntinued exﬁloration is imperative.
set u,
P a barrier between the agencies and institutions which were established

85 percent of the cases in which respondents claimed reldable knowledge about
t.
o function for society and the people who. live in. this soclety, Massive

their spouses' parental background, they related that either the épouse, or i

o ottt et s o

e
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bureaucracies with armles of s ed experts and .computerized technology
are available for solvin pressin social PX.‘OblEmS but as long as batter-
8 g B 4
w e c re| e 0. e, viduals,
d il n are restric SOLY £ di:
ed women and their child icted to the cat of in 1

matter how many . thousands there may- be, these giant forces w no beg n
h b g !
no y y'4 111 t i

S
to move on their behalf,

"But what did she do to provoke him?" LThe assumptions of provocat%og
and justification serve to divgrt attentionAffom'th§ rea1 question: does ]
any individual have the right to inflict pain, injury,‘gnd;suffering on an
otger person with impunity? Doeszthis societ? set up é'book of rules whereZy
a man has 4 right to slap for this offense, and break g jaw for anotheri an
is only to be held acbouﬁtable if he breaks a jaw for the foréer? It appears
that this myth mist be dealt with extensively in our,gtudies, because only
when no one interjects this question will there be é decrease in woman—ba:ter-
ing. The very fact that it is introduced immediately into a discussion o

oman- 4 plies a p slve P ce o e dominant ma e/su ordin=
woman-battering impli ervasi acceptan £ :th t 1 bordi;

]

ate female roles in this country. o e
"Why did she stay?" There have been many studies in th;s col

poverty, crime’ and delinquency, deviance, ethnic groups, etc., but until re-
cently, there were few studies about half of soci?ty: eqmen. Since 1910,
the litérature on-women has been flooding the market. - Books and journa s;
many written by women, have carried forth the message of oppression gnd dis
crimination of women in this society (Bernard, 1973; Denmark, 19745,Cheslgr,
1973; Goxnick andtMoran, 19713 -de Beauvoir, 1974; Huber, 197&; Millf 1?71;
Rosaldo and Lamphere, 1975; Rowbotham, 1975). A 1light reading ofga few of .
these volumes shguld establish some understanding of'ghe pressurés within. .
marri;ge'and the social pressures to stay married, the problems of employ-

m B V. Ci 1€ .
ent, hous ing » diVOICE‘, single .parenting, child care services s etc; The
s . v -
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soclety that fosiers dependence of the female on the male serves to Limit her
opportunities for independence, and then damns ‘her because she cannot, or
will not, break the chain ‘of dépendency.. To break out’ of a battering rela-
‘tionship, many of these women must reject an entire lifetime of internalized
beliefs in her own place. as a second-class member of'society, and face massive
disapproval on all sides. She must come to the decision and action almost
entirely without assigtance, support, dr'encouragement of any kind. ' The won~
der of the matter is not why she stayed, but rather,vhow she ever dares to
break away in the first place;_ It seems a minor miracle 1f, onee away, she
ménagfs E; ;eméin away. '

- "?ut they néver press ‘charges," Although thié myth is founded on truth,
it is all the more'damaging to thevamen whose only recourse is to tdrh to
law enforcement and the judicial system.  The problem with its réiterétion is

that it is only half the truth, and the other half is what makeg all the dif-

‘ference, Implications drawn from this study -are tha; the women ‘do not press

ch;rges becauge: 1) they are'ignorant'of_theif civil rights, 2) théy are
systematically persuaded not to’ demand equal justice under the law, 3) -they
have no protection u;der the law (or 4in soclety) against retaliation, and

4) when they do press chargeés they face intense humiliation due to publie ex~

posure of the most: private details of their lives with ‘their Spouses, In’

" .view of ‘these obstacles, it ig not at Slllsurprising that ‘only a relatively

Diniscule proportion of woman-battering cages ever continues to adjudication:

The perpetuation of this half-true myth serves ‘to exonerate agencies of soc-

ial control and the-judicfdl system against‘claims of bias and derelection of

duty. In view of some of the éompllcatedfissues‘qf citizeng" rights which
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men merely postpones the necessity for serious consideration of possible mod-
ification of laws, proceedures, proéessing; and/or attitudes, In a country
which conceivéd ways to work harmonicusly on a scientific space, project with -
the U.S.é.R., and found ways to open doors to thousands qf Vieénam refugees,

it does not seem an impossible task for agents of social control to find ways

‘to provide for battered women and their children:

“rhe problem is restricted to -the lower classés," As in many other soc-
{al issues, now and in the past; tgere is a tendency to label any rgpugnan;
or socially undesirable behavior as dissasociated from the majority ?f the
American citizens. Iﬁis fosters an apathetic attitude among the great masses‘
of citizens who, if made aware of injustice or deprivationm, might demand ef-
fective chahges; Limitation to.the lower clesses insinuates isolatgd aber-—
rations,<agd blocks massive social change. For example, drugs wh%ch ére now
illegal and considered extremely dangerous were once flowing ungbstructed ;n
the lower socioééonomic gtrata. It .was only when opium, cocaine, morphine
.and "loco .weed" became progreséively more popular up the class laddep that a
multi-billion dollar industry of sucial control began to flourish. It seems
an unfortunate féct.of life that, until the last lingeriyg doubt disappears
that this phenomenon, woman-battéring, crosses class lines and also "flourish-
es" in the middle class, little rgmedigl social action will occur.

Ig is hopéd that this preliﬁinhty reporﬁ is.of assistanqe'ﬁo soéial
sclentists explo;ihg:these fields, and that it serves to sengitize‘others to
thé need- for more and largef studies. Szasz makes -an appropriate staﬁement:

In .our society there are two principdl.sources of l€gitimacy: “tradition

and science. Time is a supreme ethical arbiter. Whatever a soclal prac-

tice might be, if people engage in it, generation after generationm, then

that practice becomes accepted not only as necessary but also as good.
Slavery is'an example (1972:54). ) ‘.

Add to the above: woman-battering.
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FOOTNOTES

Casual, short-term, or platonic relationships are therefore excluded, al-
though cchabitation is not a necessary prerequisite for inclusion in this
study. In cases of cohabitation, there is no arbitraty distinction drawn
. between legal or quasi-legal arrangements. For convenience and consisteney,
the term "spouse" will be substituted in this paper for alternative desig-~
nations such as husband, lover, ete. .
The concept "battering" is defined as physicil assault which ranges from
painful slaps dt one end, and homicide at the other end of a continuum, In-
herent in this definition is an overt physical attack by an assgaulter on' a
victim who may or may not attempt self-defense. Battering is to be distin-
guished from forms of '"mutual combat” such as pushing, shoving, etc. engaged-
in by two people equally determined to do damage to the other. .

Despite its unusual length, to ‘date the questionnaire has not been rejected by
any woman, and has been fully completed by every respondent except one.  That
particular woman was a European immigrant who left the WTLC after spending
only two days there.* She had fled her battering husband, leaving her four
teen-aged youngsters behind. She abruptly left the Center to-return to her
home, children, and spouse. Incompletion of the questionnaire may have been
due to difficulties with the language, or the woman's own state of emotions,
or simply a lack of time. !

The instrument is being distributed to other researchers working on this
problem across the country. In view of the fact that no other such form is
presently available, there is a need for 'a standardized instrument. If
adopted, this will permit researchers to compare data gathered in different
geographic areas for cross-sectional aralysis.

At these group events, the lsaders usually lead into a discussion of woman-
battering by telling the assembly their own experiences, after which others
are invited to ghare theirs. Particpants are not questioned into self-
revelation; all responses are voluntary, The theory behind these efforts is
that the battered woman ie usually isolated within the privacy of her home,
and frequently believes that her batterings are unique, shameful, and very’

personal.

Whenever statements made by respondents contain material which might endanger
annoniymity, "these statemeints were altered.  All names are pseudonyms, and
other- possibly identifying materials were slightly modified. These measures

.- 4n no way ‘change the basic content or meaning, but were initlated- to:protect

the confidentiality and right to privacy of respondents, in view of the high-

.- 1y sensitive nature of the subject matter. :

When this girl had the opportunity-to move into her lover's home, she willing-
1y agreed. Once there, she vied with his legal wife and another young woman
who lived with him for his attention, until one:beating was so severe she had
‘to be taken to the hospital. 'She was admitted for treatment of internal in-

“juries, but'lied to the doctors ‘about ‘the caudé. of her wounds. ' This girl,

together with the man's wife and her two children, made their escape together

" a féw months later, with @ neighbor's help, while the man was away from home.

Neither one knew how to drive a c¢ar, nor did they have. access to any money.
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10. Dr. Barbara Star,

1l. This woman told the interviewer that her t

12, One of the celebrated weddings in the las

13. Reported weights of males and females

" 1l6. 1t is interesting to mot

14, Ironically, the same ni,
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Separate interviews with both young women revealed identical tales of fear,
brutality, and virtual captivity.:. The man, at 43, has fathered 13 children

by three wives, plus two illegitimate children.

r marriage that her husband had also

Doris revealed that she found out afte
t made this claim, which was

battered his first wife., Her stepchildren firs
later verified by an adult relative.-

One woman in this sample, for example, would be very difficult to describe
as "mentally 111," or neurotic, despite many years of severe batterings,

During a .group discussion, she described how, the previous summer, she and
back yard fund-raiser "eircus."

her three teenaged sons had collaborated on a
The first week-end was such a success with the neighborhood. they repeated
the event the following week-end, raising over $500 for donation to a nation-

al charity drive.

also researching battered women, reports the’ same descrip-

tions are offered by the women in her study.

wo and a half year old son is al-
ior: when he gets angry or frus-

ready beginning to copy his father's behav
rother. .

trated, he punches her and abuses his year old. b

t decade was betwgeh Princess
Televised for viewers around the

Anne of Britain and Captain Mark Phillips.
ed the-traditional phrage, "love,

world, the vows taken by the Princess includ
honor, and obey," .

gathered by questionnaire reveals an

average weight differential of 63 pounds. Comparison showed six female re-
spondents reported their spouses' weights to be 85 to 100 pounds heavier than

their own. The investigator has not observed discrepancies between estimated
and self-reported weight, and therefore has no reason to suspect. exaggerated

differences.
ght and at the same time that this‘television show was
s husband (who had traveled from the east
), began banging on the door, demanding

The hysterical women inside, who had
It took twenty minutes for

n to leave quietly,or he

aired in southern California, Beth'
coast and traced her down to the WTLC
his wife whom he threatened to kill.
been watching the TV program; called the police.
them to arrive. . The police officers warned the ma
would be arrested for disturbing the peace,

- frightened women and children inside the building, he follbwgd‘thei; advice.

question of parental attitudes toward their bat-
"You made your bed, now you lie in it."
ing her television ipterview. o

15. A frequent response to the
tered daughters' complaints is,

Beth repeated this statement dur

e that on the threa occasions when the police wete

called.to this. home, there was prompt and concerned response. This is not
always the‘case when respondents lived in lower—classunqighborhooﬁs; many

of them reporting that the police never arrived, or they atrived,yery late,
or. that their attitudes toward themselves were: 'neutral," "concerned but

not helpful," or rude, angry, hostile or blaming.". = . .

iy

“and-then left. Fortunately for the

17.

18.

e
5 s,
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:Z:Iinyer:iewer noted that one woman héd both eyes blackened, but did not
ze the extent of injury until . the woman removed skilfully applied make-up

go;isewasbone who described Particularly brutal childhood experiences of her
agquziﬁtedusisg ;:: length'of thg marriage, and the fact that Doris was well
I ‘Spouse’s mother and siblings, the b
reliability in what she related duri ; : he descrtheg s derable
ng interviews. She described ]
in which her husband was - the eldest i vas mot onjy Schold
1 est. of five children h
ed to "succeed," but was severel: ’ failure, |ayenY, Pressur-
Y punished for every £ il
brothers and sister were ol thach and pyEh his
physically punished, all feit th
received the. brunt of the father's Giol K rtbed o 4. his aorher
lence, " Doris described epi ’
forced-feeding of undesired foods t n i h the boy ey o
d 0 vomiting, after which the b -
E;ﬁéos:t;ZEr:g v;mgtiggﬂiand this pattern was’repeated. . Her hus§Zh2age§;a::d
of bo 8 mother and father, and treated hig her’
ly. Interestingly, none of the other four 8iblings exhibited :g:tifiisg:SSSive_

‘batred, -and seemed to go to a non-violent extreme: Doris said all of them

comp;etely avoided any form of physical discipline on their own children
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