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4 MM—-W on amnrey conductedin five anom% pnmdunng Jaiy

L snd August 1976—represenis the development of a new .uymml justice research

method. It uses survey research methods “and analyses to explore importans

‘ characteristics of higlirate “career™ eriminals, and the associations betwern the -
5 o characierisiics and the crimes themselves. The study is the first known ex:stina-
- tion of these issaes using oﬂ'ender«pmwded information, otherwise unavailable,

‘from & large sample survey.
A3 a result of this mhoda!ogmi de\'eiopmm!’ome re;mtpms ides m!m.mua!
new information about criminal offenders. The sarvey examines in detwd ¢rin "l

o : spencies, the m!hey offér for the crimes: end their perceptions of an 752.
- “ _ tudentoward crime and (he criminal justice systom. it deseribes how theatende

% charteristice---such as age, prior csiminal record. race, and conviction offici. —
- areassocisted \mh lhetmand amountsof crime t&sa!theympoﬁhavmg comi: -
ted.

E Thcmidydutﬁbed here is bemg carried out ot The Raiid Corporation us ~.v2
X X of n progrsim of research supported by the National Institute of Law Enforcery -
- - -~ and Criminal Justice, law Enforcenwnt Arsistunee Administrtion, 1S, Do -

;;,} o , . mmt of Jusiice. I\smnoﬁhm progeam, Revnd mahmmdudmg.muml.ml e

:& . ‘tally langzer survey of men in prisons and juils in three statea, The present s <y
‘:3 ‘ : ifhustrates thie potential value of the self: reponed crime survey methd, mm' ates
g 'Io baasic research on criminal offenders, and raiscs & number of qaestions wWhout
P - eriminal justice polizy. The second study will explore further the wtility of this
: : o method while pnmdm;m oppwmty to reproduce and: mpplemm the pmm
? :'5 . : . N -
{: . M
0 - T w ~, o \\: | .
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eriminological issues conéerning the number of crimes commitied by offiaders, the

offerdens’ descriptions of their erimes, their involvement with efiminal ju. rc,
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Dumutlw p:nuanduudm. mmiml mm am h&nnmnmwd with N
a‘variety of ways 10 control America’s rising crime rates. After emphasizing
. yehabilitation and social programs in the 1960s, many ruean’tnnandmnm ;

>~ officials have judged these programs to be ineffective in-reducing crime. |

Juriadictions throughout the country have recenily increased incarceration rates

seniénce hengths in an effort to reduce crime both through greatei deterrence and :

increased incapacitation (i.e., the reduction of crine by scparating offenders from
sogiety). To further increase deterretce and incapacitation, prosecutors in many
Jurisdictions have be‘umo concentrate on criminals typmlly described as “career
criminals™ who presumaibly commit a large peoportion’of all crimes. Offenders

Mnfwdmmmrmmnmham!armcdforsmlcﬂmlomumall!myanr e

convicted. incarcerated, and sentenced (o long terms.

_ In devéloping these various critne control sirategies, polggmakm havébeen-
"~ hampered by inadivuate information about the criminal behavior of individual
- offenders, the progression of criminal careers, and the characteristics of persens

wiio might be regarded as career criminals.

» _This report provides detailed, although still tentative, information about llw"
‘characteristics and behavier of cértain criminal offenders and the differences be-

tween highly active and Jess aciive offenders. It is based on a survey of 624 incar-

cerated maie feloas in five Califernia state prisons, ronductod during the summer
of 1976. In the survey, respondents told wiat types of crimes they committed

during a three-year period preceding their imprisoriment, They al<o reported on-

their drug usags, economic circurnsiances, prior criminal records, reasons for come
mitting crime, and perceptions of the payofls and penaliies of doing crime. As part
of the anzlysis of the data, we developed estimates of the proportion of the criminal

o population who commit different lypuof crime and the frequency m!h whw:h they

commit their crimes.
Enspirical information about: crite commission rates and their correlations
with characteristics of offenders ¢an be potentially valuable for the development

- of infortned criminal justice policies. Such findings can be used (o estimatc how

siternative prison or jail terms reduce crime through separating offendirs from

 society—the incapacitation effect. Such findings can suggest what types of offend-

ers migiit be singled out for special handling by carcer criminal prosccution pro-
grams or how the ;mpmitatmn effect might be increased by inercasing the keayth
of terms for somie prisorices while reducing incarceration for othess. The findings
can suggest what information about convicied offenslers’ previous behavior mijht

be taken into account when sentencing them.

Although this study begins to provide rew ml’ovmalwn 1o help guide policy at
this time, its conclusions should not be treated as definitive. There are several
reasnns why we regard the present conclusions as lemnu\re. ameaag which twa are

* particularly important. First, the findings describe only California prison inmuites;

‘weare uncertain whether they apply to the laiger criminal population in California

or to other sthtes. Second, the accuracy of the wrwy mhmhoa i-open u. ““*"",..~
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. 1 nts’ dee rml%mmﬂym
hMmdm&mmMuﬁh&y form!busludyﬂmidhe,

. comwidereel as new information abbut individual offenders’ Crime yd character-
* iatien, not ae a blueprint for ctiminel justice policy. Appropriaté use of our rescarch .
‘ policy development will come after the accuracy of our findings has baen con-

o
* fiwiad and after they have been replicated on other

m so
el “The remainder of this summary describes our basic research methodology, our
o fMﬁn‘hﬁlﬁmunhu.Murmsnmmuﬁrmﬁm«/;&

=

CRINF. RATES OF INCIVIDUAL OFFENDERS

&W’ey«l inmates anewered. delmhd‘qualm about what crimes they had _f\; ,

committed during the three years before their present prison terins. These ques

- Goms tlmigﬂmmny 'with'the violent crimes of armed rebbery, use of 3 wrapon

(shooting 6r cutling); threat with & weapon, pisravated beating, and attempted

“mvarder, and the property crimes of burgiaty, car zheR, forgery, fraud, and drug
ulu.Aithopgl\ all respondenis were in mthaexunﬁol'tharmpomd crime
varied considerably. Most inmates mmd activity in a number of diffcrent crime

. types—49 percent of those reporting crimes committed four or mare dnﬂi.mg .
- Aypes. Hlowever, 19 pcm.ﬁnt. reported commitling only one type of crime. - ‘

For each type of crime, most inmates who reporied committing the erime
reported only a few commissions. Thus, most inmates ammm'd 10 have bcen cither
(1) occasicnal offenders whe comnmitted only a few crimes or {2) broadly active
criminals who nezorted slight or moderate activity for » number of different types

dﬂm?ormhmmlvpe only a small number of offenders commitisit tie crine

at high rates.
Relatively few inmates were apeualiﬁa who committed only one type of crime

~ at high rates. These specialists represented at most 10 pervent of the samiple.

Rather, most respeudents who committed one crime at a high raie also reported
substantial commissions of other types of crime. These inmates—the oncs who

 reported many commission for a number of different types of crimie—are of par-

~~ticutarinterest fof policy purposes. At least in principle, a criminaljusiice strategy
of protecting the public through use of prison confinement would be muciu mere
- eflicient if these most M coukd be identified.

~ Estimates of crime rates derived-from the survey suppest why attempls. 16

concentrate on ‘he riost sctive offenders might increase the effectivencss of this
itnparzm;ou policy. Mathematical modizis were used to estimate the number of
crimes committed dunng the previous year of street time by a typicai group of

jacoming prisoniers in California. Under an assumption that an offender’s crime

commission behavior in the future would be similar 16 his previous behavior, these
‘ ﬁgnmmmghly indicative of the number of crimes prevented by each year of
sestence duration. {Because this assumption does not always hold, the level of past
crkumﬁaﬂymmmmﬂamumﬂm)mmummmlm

w
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ation. Mmlr a numlm d&aumw ,
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- lewoming prisoners

sained by the acti s-naqnqagﬁﬂiéﬂl?_ﬁ«og

%Sigg?ng We estimated that more than half of the .

fewer than 3 crishca per. year of sireet ime. The '
o i-aﬁoog%ggs.f&myig:lgs
o ggvglini ation of the mont active § percent might

..:s.ta.ar 3.%3..8 lﬁg.oaeﬁ&n;%ru\oqﬁu_gia \

Acessra o..msgm..a_.g | ” , _—
ﬂs:ﬁ??tﬁs %ﬁégaﬂ:&nﬂc&&.ﬁm%i

iamater” reports about their 3§>=§&wﬂﬁa%=§.&?§n sNg -

N .gest that the réspondents’ descriptions of their criminal activity are generally  ~

- accurate. First, inmates did not deny committing crimes. Eightyscven percent of

m ?g}glgzgggﬂxﬁﬂai%ﬂﬁs.gg —

" imcarceration.? -
gga&qﬁgw avnaugn:.ngaﬁ?w&?or.rﬂ S

were sérving terma. Seventy-percent of the sample reperted committing more than

- e type of crime, whereas only onc-quarier said they were scrving sentenoes for

ggﬂm&.ﬁ&?ﬁg For ali crimes other tlian rapeard sitempted miurder,

S-:qg%&.u%ea&g:unﬁgaag%g:n%
ed of the crime.

Third, the responding inmstes answered: 2_5&!2 wﬁia.ﬁga@a& ¢

. indicating that thay were not merely prov. &nﬁﬁgnggaﬂ v also
answered alternative questions aboul their commissions of crimes 33.%3%

gffaﬂggggiﬁmsgg almost always |

reported committing burglary in the other question. Those who reported a high

.ggﬁﬁwycﬁi.ﬁgsmrgﬂ-. the other.s Inmates

generally reported committing the crime for which they said they were convicted.

” . Alsg, n%ﬂ&mﬁ.ﬂaﬁg«ag a particalar .wungwﬁ £ (x5 uaﬁal.t_.,i..(w”w

robber) they generally veported committing that erime at substantisl mtex.

These considerations %S%uﬁ..a%:.éﬁg&n; ir.:a; s baisis a

for describing how inmates® characteristics are associated with their criminal activ-

ity. The survey information can be used to explore the important questions of (1) T

l?gwﬂrwngg?qggaﬁt?szuzn -a.con:a:.sf .

., rlll..*‘rl .
T "Siemicide, rape. o sﬂan:g ;ti»!ﬂ *.f?iii% Drvig snbes
aod frouds are not ineloded;

D W he sarves: only sekod Aot 103 .«313!@ $1aW of the insiatre whe did pot ¢ fegEnt it long .
‘ !ﬁ!ll..fl LR asw%.o ?ﬂ:’;gﬁiﬂ  dilficrent cvme,
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The sirvey Mmm the nlalumhpbummm rnqunnd thm
Md‘ﬂinpomd mmm

0 wmm I ! muuad
Mwmmvmdﬁm.ﬂwmhmmwbm
o Socialpeychological char _ -content,

: mmmmamwﬂm
md’leomeM
and-inulm ; 7 i

= ¢ p iundod‘ﬂmam

hmn:l Characteristics

Agé. Although there are highly Mmmmukoﬁll sgee. mﬂy all rmrch
shows that young offenders are more active than older offenders. Ourmnrey
~ analysis sugzests that criminal activity decreases with age primarily because older
Mﬂmmdnmﬁrdmmmﬁﬁlfwnnmm typis lindubey
coniinue to commit, older offenders reporied about the same crime
rates as did younger offéenders. However, even the oldest respondents typucally

= o S T T T T g g
] ® g . ¢ oW "
. o T :
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- *\\\ ) ’ * : . :
. T \\ : E / ‘
& . a5
- mmmw mnm ° S

reportad activity for a mmb«ofda(renm types of crime, just a snaller number

thea youoger offenders.

Ammfwndwbeanmuforuherchammmmmmgty '

correlated with crime commission. Younger offenders were more likely 1han older

~ offenders *o have extensivé juvenile records. to use drugs, and to have criminal

altitudes and selifidentitics. Each of these characteristics is assaciated with heavy
criminal activity. When the analysis is sudjustes! for these other ftons, thwe relatun-
skip between age and criminal sctivity dixappears. However, since the criminal
jullxe ssstem seldom has information about these other characieristios. an offend-

~ er'sage may provide useful information about his averall rate of criminal activity.

*

"Our rendarch suparste thet blacks and Mezicas-Amevicans are more kkely them whites te be arrvat.

- Since older offenders tend to have longer reconds, offenders’ ages and prior

records are naturally confounded. The analyses of the surveydata adjustcd for this

mfalﬂmgof mmndpnermrdand Maithatmhmmmmmﬂynmw :

- od with the rate of criminal activity. Among offenders with similar numbers of
mmvﬂmywmoﬂmkumtbemm "Among offunders of
Mwm%m&mmmvﬂmmwmmnw.m

impulame of age and prior record suggests that the criminal justice
Mm should vicw as most dangerous those young offenders who have mmulat»

daknﬂhymdmafwmm

mmnwcymh:mncelnmpkthdapmmmummberof ‘

California prisoners sre black. Although California’s popalation was icss than 10
percent black at the time of the survey, mmzﬂd&hfmkm inmatesand
sme-third of our sample were biack. Explanation of the greater number of blacks

el

hmm.nmﬁwmuﬁmwmmrhowm
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Our survey compared the criminal pctivity reposted By individual prisoncrs of

: Mmmwmnlfmm“my/mmnammu the average

Mm mkp&ﬁn“&m&d@m&&umwm{y B

W ﬁmmmumﬂdmmmm&m:m '

. of eritoe end highor rates %r the crines thes committed. In particular, my%”

mxdmmmnymmlhnwwuum&mxanm

mmmummwmmmmmmm |
mfnmmwhmmv»kmlmnmm’ S
Acrore all crimes, Mezican-American survey respondents reported eriminal aeuvr ‘

il;maﬁmnmymlmavmesbutataﬂmmymmwm

average. ialaet respondenia réported committing the least number of different

mdmwmﬂdhhmnmmzmcmmmeymm These
effects of race remain when uumlmammdfﬂﬁlmwmnm

_the survey, such as priot reford, sge, diug use, or psychoiogical ¢
*‘The reasons for these survey resulis remain unclesr. They could indicate true

rmnation. '”?ahmk,um'mmﬂmmﬂmiw‘el-ﬂ“
-»Muﬂuﬁid;wmtmmmmmlumm T
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differences in the activity of criminale of different races. They cbuld aleo refiect n o
nmﬂmzdxﬁemmﬂatdﬂmmhov%of different races getinioprison =~ BEE
M%owrmm*w(mmﬁmmmmnudwﬁm&mmm- A
~preted and answered the survey questions. //
Drvz Use. Oves40 percent of the andmeofnddmmw o 7 Lo
drugs duringibe three years prior to their smmm Most of the offeniders who // e
osed dmp used hercin.. . // T

&mm with the Criminal Justice System

Dmgmﬁmmdpmmmﬁﬁ.gmwmymme mmmruday/ o o
‘;,A}mﬂymmymmMdﬂmmmmmlpm/mr o
*"aﬁermﬁdi‘mgforuhumuhmuﬁ R

'enmh&wmunomudersmané

MMWM!MWW:!UMW meutmm were

| likely to have lengthy criminal records, as measured by the number of self-reported

felony and. oisdemeanor convictions: Offenders with more prior felony convictions
upw{ul a greater number of recenit violent and propgmy crimes. Respondents with

_prior mtslaneamrmvmmmm lnkely o commit vnoientmm'l‘lm ; "

asenciations between prior ‘convictions and crime rates were daly moderately

llmg.bhny, enis wnthmwnﬂmrmmtmnmd&wmt
cnm olher highly msw oﬂ'mden reported few- pnor convictions. ’

iihrﬂmrmih-ﬁwthn &nmn&nmum m-mMm'
of bucks commil crime, M&Mﬂ%bm&nnm‘:t and inprmsnment {Sdlwr-
man. 3, or whether P mm%bh%“mwmmmw
mﬁm« mh MW‘MM«:QM\
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**',Q;m;' crime. Ialhr m !Mr Mw for their Mﬁ’ num

mmhﬂynmwm'mmh%wwmwm J

' + of respondents repor ‘hey/my infre-
" quently committed the énrqe o whsch M ¢ convicted. RJ/% relying ca a
lnd: principal conviction oﬂ&m labe?bkicum dan‘m aw % “FWW con

fmwmﬂm mmmcé m’.m!f

= \ PR &Mb‘p& ofmm/"‘we aﬁmq

L - e mh, wm:vglam i auid _‘

SR . o7 peevious year of street lime.

L o Since offenders tend to be i 'itsia. ﬁm mma! programs aumtd at

the se’2ctive incapacitution of. convicted of a particulsr cifense mig}é

. have & brodder effect, rediucivg the ievel of other types of crinic as weil. ,‘ o
Juvenile Criminal History. Those respondents who were vmf)w wbm

-they first began couumm crimes and who comtmitted serious crizics frequently

98 juveniles reported mtermmcmaﬂuludumg the thiee yéars prior to their

_ intarceration. !ndam of the starting age and d‘;ﬁeemtmd sericusness of

* juvenile crime were each strongly aseociated with all measures of aduls crime.

L ' Mhﬁhvmmwcﬁmmwdmmwﬁwhwl ,

o * ci‘admty for these types. et

rorgmpklfnuqm‘igmporlm :
have committed 490 armed robberics, 310 o
s, 100 forﬁﬂm mm drug m!cs in the

B

Ce T 8 an T 'lemnnwbthynmmngn lndead, mqm!eamwlw EET
I o —became involved in crime byfore they #rere 13 reported the most crime. 1‘bey " .
L T &!pncd that they became criminals because mm.n.mdmwgmm and

PN S - -betwupeitwas’ “just & normal way of life.™ For them. juveni ”m’%mnm

‘ - snd parhaps expected way of life.

e o The survey resulis suggest that juvenile reeonds can pmmde important mfw-

Lo , mabouladuﬁmmmhly !lwua,ﬂnmmyhsmtmdmm,hm juvenilg

o erimie_necessarily Irads to adult ctime. Az a survey wnly of incavcerated adull

b ’ dﬁnden. it cannot identify the serious juvenile offénders who did not K\W
Lk =7 imvolved umduﬁ crime. Thus the results neither suppors nor challenge a polayof
e S : uundcd : tion for juveniles with lengthy rivenile reconds. They do‘indi-
=% e that if an becomes invalved in crime, ﬁum‘hmﬁmﬂmbﬁa&
WWWWWMmMuMMMmmhn ~
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Mmaw&mz%ﬁm d!kmﬁmamfmdmwi&i,%agyf
 “robbir, & thief. 8 burgiar. In contraxt, one-feaftly a—f[iaerw»' nig thought

 Yrenwelves either as eri

Imﬁﬁm mymw m\\km doscribed

| ’:"1&!1!3%%!&13?”}“@/@%@%}’@“% :
E %ﬂmwﬁmpmﬂedmfyunng&mmm&%ﬂﬁ;. /ay’ism-mmo/the

7

T  ' manmﬂy gmmmmy rweyyd‘br%m (ypes in which they were attive,
B Motivstion. The survey ashed yezs "”isiommm:mm for their
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phatest; Ayﬁmm!i)dmﬁmkwwwm/ ;
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MWWiMrmmmlkZemfﬂ That ey wi
» mmf’mymw’ ify themselves agerimiaila 2
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%’amﬁfmd mﬁm 'f@rwa;mmw mgﬁvay crime tsﬁnmm! n

. the survey. For example the same 25 percent. reported convhitliog 58 percent of° -
ol armied robberies Teported by ourentive ﬂmph,ﬁmof sl busglarios, 60
Mfaﬁa‘éiﬁ%%ﬁi&mx«uMa!i\muka.ﬂncmu}simﬁwr ‘ .
“might redaze crime by directing its scarce resciirces toobtain thoroapth prosecution ..
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frige w?m m&mwg%mﬁ
m%a ihmmm. wb@ :ﬁm iﬂw
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'wmaiswmkmmﬂ‘mamnfsdh m:&&emi justics oos The
Wﬂﬂ wafamwﬂ”m%@mmm&nﬁmu@mr e

o ﬁﬁﬂi &3&.& Mm wﬁm m a@e smvgg o %misgmsd «Emcrﬁw mm@j

- eriminaly ix anaaikdide 1o the mz‘sm:;!/ﬁm‘t‘m Aystemms. For «zx;qrmp&, preacntofs
w;tu&ﬁmmmsmmmﬁﬁgx waesier e prreBalogival chiaretorisbion that ;ﬁi/f
~-Aygieal of toue e ; i St

sweer ermindis. To m\mm;muwggﬁ"mmnifm@ fimation we.
: minal justice agenciza could Bentify canper esiminaka uxmg
onls the L&i"mw&ﬁm usunlly avzitibde 1o them. /&%:}"m iﬁﬁﬂ& sl el
inGrnition @ere snly awammmwwamuma nciuding the fﬁfﬁ&.ﬂk&m Py
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