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The Reader 
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100 NORTH SENATE AVENUE 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 

46204 

FRO~l: Ronald R. Vail, Coordinator, Research and Statistics 

RE: 4\n Analysi s of Time Served by Sentence Length for the 
Indi ana Reforma tory 

-~",,,,,.>, •• ''''',- .. 

DATE: December 2~ 

You will find attached four studies of time served by sentence 
length fOI' inmates authorized for parole from the Indiana Reformatory. 
These studies are for sentences of; (1) 1-5 years, (2) 2-5 years, 
(3) 1-10 years, and (4) 2-10 years. 

In the near future additional studies will be conducted for those 
inmates authori zed for parole from the Indiana Reformatory \'1ith . 
a singular sentence of; (1) 2-14 years, (2) 2-21 years, (3) 10 years, 
(4) 10-20 years, and (5) 10-25 years. 

The Research and Statistics Division also plans to conduct similar 
studies for those inmates authorized for parole from the Indiana 
Youth Center and the Indiana Women IS Prison. These studies are 
to be completed within the next fel'l weeks. 

The present studies were conducted with the assistance of Miss 
Florence f1uli, graduate student from Indiana State University, and 
t1r. James '-lague, Indiana Parole Hoard Assistant. 

~'-C/-~l rJ? UcJ 
Ronald R. Vail 
Coordinator 
Research and Statistics 

RRV: 1 0 
Attachment 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
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I\;~ AilAlYSIS OF IflSTITUTIOfll\l TH1E SErVED Ifl THE 
IflDIAfIA DEPJ\RTrlEfIT OF CORRECTIOil ny Hlill\TES 

IJITH A SErnmCE lEi{GTH OF 1-5 YEARS 

-IrlDIANA REFORf'IATORY-

The primary goal of this study VIas to determine the average length of 
institutional time served in the Indiana Department of Correction by 
inmates at the Indi ana Reforma tory \'/ho had a sentence 1 ength of 1-5 years 
and WllO received parole authorization. 

There were ninty-five (95) inmates with a singular sentence of 1-5 years 
a,uthori zed for parol e from the Indi ana Reformatory from January, 1975, 
through October, 1975. From this population a sample of tl'/enty-five (25) 
inmates I'las randoml y sel ected to serve as subjects. Tile data for thi s 
study I'/as obtained from the IIminutes ll of tile Indiana Parole 130ard and 
from the Central Office packets of the subjects. The following information 
was collected; (1) the inmate's file number, (2) the inmate's month and 
year of admission into the Indiana Department of Correction, (3) the month 
and year the inmate was authorized for parole, (4) the inmate's etllnic 
group, and (5) the most serious commiting offense of the inmate. 

This information \'las analyzed to determine; (1) the average length of 
institutional time served in the Indi ana Department of Correction by inmates 
authorized for parole from the Indiana Reformatory I'/ho had a sentence length 
of 1-5 years, (2) the range of time served by all subjects in this study, 
(3) the ethnic breakdown of the subjects in this study, (4) the average 
(mean) length of time served by the t'lhite inmates in this study, (5) the 
range of time served by the I'Jhite inmates in this study, (6) the average 
(mean) length of time served by the Gl ack inmates in this study, and (7) the 
range of time served by the Black inmates in this study. 

In this study (sentence length of 1-5 years) the following results \'/ere 
obtained: 

Average length of Time Served by All Subjects 

1 year and 7.3 months 
(standard deviation of 11.19 months) , 

Range of Time Served by 1\11 Subjects 

Shortest - 4 months 
longest - 3 years and 8 months 

Ethnic I3reakdown of Subjects 

\,1 Il ite = 72";; 
Bl ack - 2m~ 
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Average Length of Time Served by \'/hite Subjects 

1 year and 6.8 months 
(standard deviation of 1 year and .35 months) 

Range of Length of Time Served by Hh_lte Sybjects 

Shortest - 4 months 
Longest - 3 years and 8 months 

Average Length of Tir;-Je Served by [31 ack Subjects 

1 year and 10.6 months 
(standard deviation of 7.57 months) 

Range of Length of Time Served by Black Subjects 

Shortest - 11 months 
Longest - 2 years and 8 months 

Appendix A Contains a listing of the data collected (minus inmate file 
number) for this study. 
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1'10n th/Yea r Admi tted 
to Indiana Department 
of Correction 

r·larch, 1973 

June, 1975 

August, .1974 

1·1a rch, 1972 

January, 1973 

October, ·1973 

~1arch, 1974 

December, 1972 

r~ay, 1972 

r1arch, 1973 

April, 1974 

January, 1973 

April, '1974 

August, 1974 

April., 1974 

November, 1973 

Sept.ember·, 1974 

January, 1975 

June, 1971 

June, 1974 

July, 1973 

/\PPErlDIX /\ 

HIQIAilA REFOPJ1/\TORY 
SEiHHICE LENGTil OF 1-5 YEARS 

flon th/Year 
Authori zed 
for Parole Ethnic Group 

October, 1975 ~~hite 

Octo b e r, 1 975 \./ h i te 

October,' 1975 Black 

Septerllber, 1975 \/hi te 

September, 1975 Black 

August, 197G Black 

AUGust, 1975 lIhite 

April, 1975 Black 

April, 1975 \·Jhi te 

April, 1975 Black 

r·1arch, 1975 Hhi te 

March, 1975 81ack 

1·1a rcll, 1975 81 ack 

!larch, 1975 L'/hite 

February, 1975 \,/hite 

January, 1975 Hhi te 

September, 1975 White 

Septembel', 1975 Ilhi te 

FebruarY,1975 Hhite 

June, 1975 \·/hi te 

March, 1975 White 

nost SerioLls COlfini ting Offense 

Theft 

Theft 

Entering to Commit a Felony 

Entering to Commit a Felony 

Entering to Commit a Felony 

Theft 

Entering to Commit a Felony 

Theft 

Theft 

Theft 

Theft 

Entering to Commit a Felony 

Theft 

Entering to Canmit a Felony 

Entering to Comnit a Felony 

Drawing a Deadly Weapon 

Escape 

2nd Degree Burglary 

Entering to Con'mit a Felony 

Theft 

Entering to Commit a Felony 

\ 



-~ I-Ion til/Year Admi tted 
'·1 to Indi ana Departmen t 
: of Correcti on 

September, 1974 

July, 1974 

December, 1 CJ73 

December, 1972 

[1onth/Year 
Author; zed 
for Parol e 

July, 1975 

July, 1975 

June, 1975 

July, 1975 

Ethni c Group. r~ost Serious Commi ting Offense --
tIl h ite Theft 

\IJhi te Es cape 

villi te 4th Degree Arson 

l'l'hi te Entering to Commit a Felony 
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Ail ANALYSIS OF HISTITUTI01lAL TIr1E SERVED HI THE 
IrIDIAIIA DEPARTr-1ENT OF CORRECTIOl'l I3Y ItlilATES 

H ITH A SENTENCE LEIIGTH OF 2-5 YEARS 

-INDIANA REFORI~ATORY-

The primary goal of this study was to determine the average length of 
institutional time served in the Indiana Department of Correction by 
inmates at the Indiana Reformatory who had a sentence length of 2-5 years 
and who received parole authorization. 

There I'/ere t\o/enty-nine (29) inmates with a singular sentence of 2-5 years 
authorized for parole from the Indiana Reformatory from January, 1975, 
through October, 1975. From this population a sample of tl'/enty-five (25) 
inmates was randomly selected to serve as subjects. The data for this study 
ViaS obtained from the "minutes" of the Indiana Parole Ooard and from the 
Central Office packets of the subjects. The follol'/ing information was 
collected; (1) the inmate's file number, (2) the inmate's month and year 
.of admission into the India.na Department of Correction, (3) the month and 
year the inmate was authorized for parole, (4) the inmate's ethnic group, 
and (5) the most serious commiting offense of the inmate. 

This information was analyzed to detel"mine; (1) the average length of 
institutional time served in the Indiana Department of Correction by inmates 
authorized for parole from the Indiana Reformatory who had a sentence length 
of 2-5 years, (2) the range of time served by all subjects in this study, 
(3) the ethnic breakdo\'JIl of the subjects in tllis study, (4) the average 
(mean) length of time served by the t'Jhite inmates in this study, (5) the 
range of time served by the White inmates in this study, (6) the average 
(mean) length of time served by the Black inmates in this study, and (7) 
the range of time served by the Black inmates in this study. 

In this study (sentence length of 2-5 years) the follOl·!ing resul ts \'/ere 
obtained: 

Average Length of Time Served by All Subjects 

1 year and 2.0 months 
(standard deviation of 8 months) 

Range of Time Served by All Subjects 

Shortest - 3 months 
Longest - 2 years and 5 months 

Ethni c [3reakdOl°nl of Subjec ts_ 

tilli te = 8m~ 
Black = 12~~ 
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Avera8e Length of Time ~efvecLQy_llhik_Subjects 

1 year and 2.0 months 
(standard deviation of 8 months) 

Range of Length of Time Served by \'Ihite Subjects 

Shortest - 3 months 
Longest - 2 years and G months 

A_v.erage Lel19th of Ti me Served by' [31 a0~ Subjects 

1 year' and no months 
(standard deviation of 8 months) 

.Range of Length of Time Served b.'t.J3J~~.K . ..?.~bject~ 

Shortest - 6 months 
Longest - 1 year and 9 months 

Appendix A contains a listinu of the data collected (minus inmate file 
number) for this study. 
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APPENDIX A 

IrlDIANA REFORf'lATORY 
SENTENCE LENGTH OF 2-5 YEARS 

~lonth/Year Admi tted f1onth/Year 
to Indiana Department Authori zed 
of Corx:.ec!ipn for Pal'ole Ethni c Grou p.. r:lost. Serious Commi ting Offense 

February, 1973 t·larch, 197G \·IIl i te 2nd DerJree Gurgl ary 

r·lay, 1973 July, 1975 \·/hi te 2nd De£lree 13urgl ary 

September, 1973 Apri 1, 1975 Uhi te 2nd Degree f3urgl ary 

February, 1974 February, 197G \'lhi te 2nd Degree Burgl ary 

June, 1974 February, 1975 loJhi te 2nd Degree Burglary 

July, 1973 February, 1975 l'lhi te 2nd Degree Gurg1 ary 

October, 1974 September, 1975 I·Ihi te 2nd Degree l3urgl a ry 

r~arch, 1975, September, 1975 t'Jh i te 2nd Degree Burgl ary 

~1arch, 1973 June, 1975 I'illi te 2nd Degree Ourgl a ry 

November, 1974 June, 1975 vIhite 2nd Degree l3urgl ary 

Apri 1, 1974 January, 1975 vlhi te 2nd Dearee [3urgl a ry 

August, 1974 Janua ry, 1975 ~'ih i te 2nd Dearee Burglary 

April,1974 f,1ay, 1975 \,1 hi te 2nd Degree l3urgl al'y 

Janua ry, 1975 October, 1975 \'ihi te 2nd Degree l3urgl a ry 

November, 1974 Oc tober, 1975 l'llli te 2nd Degree Gurglary 

August, 1974 August, 1975 \-Ihi te 2nd Degree [3urglary 

December, 1974 f.1a rch, 1975 vlhi te 2nd Degree Bur~Jl ary 

January, 1975 October, 1975 131 a ck 2nd De~Iree Burglary 

October, 1974 October, 1975 1·llli te 2nd Degree Ourglary 
i 

Harch, 1973, August, 1975 l'lllite 2nd Degree l3urglary 

February, 1974 f.1a rch, 1975 Hhi te 2nd Degree l3urglary 

September, 1974 f·la rch, 1975 Black 2nd Degree Gurgl ary 
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1. 

I·lon th/Yea r I\dmi tted 11onth/Year 
to Indiana De~artment Authori zed 
of Co rrec ti on for Parole Ethn i c Group- Most Serious,Commiting Offense 

November, 1973 August, 1975 Black 2nd Degree 13urglary 

February, '1975 September, 1975 Hhi te 2nd Degree Burglary 

November, 1973 September, 1975 \tIhite 2nd Degree Burgl a ry 
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All MIALYSIS OF I1lSTITUTIOI·IAL TItlE SERVED HI THE 
HIDIANA DEPARTnEln OF CORRECTION BY IWlATES 

tHTH A SENTENCE LENGTH OF 1-10 YEARS 

-INDIANA REFORr~ATORY-

The primary goal of tlli s study \'/aS to determine the average length of 
institutional time served in the Indiana Department of Correction by 
inmates at the Indiana Reformatory v/ho had a sentence length of 1-10 years 
and who received parole authorization. 

There "/ere seventy·,five (75) inmates with a sinoular sentence of 1-10 years 
authori zed for parole from the Indiana Reformatory from January, 1975, 
throuuh October, 1975. From this population a sample of t\'Jenty-five (25) 
inmates was randomly selected to serve as subjects. The data for this study 
vIas obtained from the "minutes" of the Indiana Parole Board and from the 
Central Office packets of the subjects. The following information was 
collected; (1) the inmate1s file number, (2) the inmate1s month and year of 
admission into the Indiana Department of Correction, (3) the month and year 
the inmate \'/as authorized for parole, (4) the inmate1s ethnic group, and 
(5) the mast serious commiting offense of the inmate. 

This infonnation was analyzed to determine; (1) the average length of 
institutional time served in the Indiana Department of Correction by inmates 
authorized for parole from the Indiana Refonnatory who had a sentence length 
of 1-10 years, (2) the range of time served by all subjects in this study, 
(3) the ethnic breakdovm of the subjects in this study, (4) the average (mean) 
length of time served by the I'lhite inmates in this study, (5) the range of 
time served by the IoIhite subjects in this study, (6) the average (mean) length 
of time served by the Black inmates in this study, and (7) the range of time 
served by the Black inmates in this study. 

In this study (sentence length of 1-10 years) the follovling results \'Iere 
obta i ned: 

Average Length of Tjme Served b~ All Subjec ts 

2 years and 4.5 months 
(standard deviation of 1 year and 7.5 months) 

.Range of Time ServELcJ_J?lJlLL~Y...~iect~ 

Shortest - 3 months 
Longest - 6 years and 10 months 

Ethni c [3reakdo\,m of Subject2-. 

Hhite = 60% 
f3l ack = 40~~ 
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Average Length of Time Served ,by tlhi to ~ubjects 

1 year and 10.7 months 
(standard deviation of 1 year and 3.0 months) 

Ranqe of Lenqth of Time Serve<LEx.. ~'Jhi te Subject~ 

Shortest - 3 months 
Longest - 4 years and 8 months 

Average Length of Time Served by Glack Subjects 

3 years and 1.2 months 
(standard deviation of 1 year and 10.1 months) 

Range of Lenqth of Time Served ~Jlh ite Subjects 

Shortest - 1 year and 3 months 
Longest - G years and 10 months 

Appendix A contains a listing of the data collected (minus inmate file 
number) for this study. 
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Month/Year Admitted 
to Indiana Department 
of Correct; on 

December, 'J 973 

Augus t, 1973 

April, 1974 

I·larch, 1974 

January, 1974 

June, 1973 

January, 1974 

t'lay! 1973 

June, 1971 

January, 1973 

December, 1971 

September, 1970 

t·lay, 1972 

Hovcmbe r, 1968 

June, 1974 

June, 1974 

Hay, 1974 

Apri 1, 1972 

!·lay, 1973 

APPHlDIX A 

HlDIArlA REFOR~lATORY 
SEIHENCE LENGTH OF 1-10 YEARS 

f'lonth/Year 
Authori zed 
for Parole 

June, 1975 

April, 1975 

I·larch, 1975 

1,1 a t'ch, 1975 

Apri 'j, 1975 

January, 1975 

Octo be r , 1975 

1'1 a rcll, 1975 

1·1arch, 1975 

June, 1975 

June, 1975 

!'lay, 1975 

Oc to be r, 1975 

Septernbet', 1975 

September, 1975 

September, 1975 

January, 1975 

,July, 1:J7S 

July, 1975 

Ethni,c Group 

\JIll i te 

1·1 hi te 

~'Ihi te 

I'lhi te 

II/hi te 

I'ihi te 

I·/hi te 

I'lhi te 

!31ack 

Black 

~'Ihi te 

I'illi te 

(Iilli te 

!31ack 

Black 

!31ack 

\/bi te 

!31ack 

!31ack 

1'10st Ser'ious, Commitin£) Offense 

Theft From Person 

Theft 

Theft 

Embe zzl emen t 

1st Degree [3urglary 

Theft 

Offense Against Property Act 

Sale of Dangerous Drugs 

Violation of 1935 Narcotics Act 

Assaul t and lJattery \'Iith Intent 
to Commit a Fe 1 ony 

Theft 

Robbery 

Possession of Dangerous Drugs 

Assaul t and Battery lJ'j til Intent 
to Commit Ra pc 

Theft by Threat 

Assault and Gattery \'/i th Intent 
to Commit a Felony 

Vehicle Theft 

nape 

ASSClUlt and r1attery ~'Iith Intent 
to Comm; t a Felony 
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110n th/Y ea r A dOli tte d non til/Year 
to Ind i ana Oepa rt.men t Author; zed 
of Correction for parole Ethnic Group nost Serious Comrniting Offense -- -"; 

June, 1 975 September, 1975 \·lh i te Theft 

I\pril,1974 Sertember, 197G 01ack Theft 

r~overlber, 1971 Au!]ust, 1975 \-/hi te Gurola ry 

Apri 1, 1970 August, 1975 01ack Theft From Person 

December, 1974 July, 1975 \·/hite Theft 

Hovember, 1971 February, 1975 [31 ack 1 st Degree Arson 
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-----~----. -----------_._-

1\11 l\;jI\LYSIS OF IrISTITUTIOfiAL TH1E SERVED HI THE 
IilDIAtIA DEPARTf.1ElIT OF CORRECTIOn GY I1Hl1\TES 

I'IITH A SHlTEl'ICE LEnGTH OF 2-10 YEARS 

-UlDIAr-11\ REFORr-1ATORY-

The primary goal of this study vias to determine the averaae length of 
institutional time served in the Indiana Department of Correction by 
inmates at the Indiana Reformatory who had a sentence length of 2-10 
years and \,/l1O received parole authorization. 

There were t\'10 (2) inmates v/ith a singular sentence of 2-10 years authorized 
for parole from the Indiana Reformatory from Januaty, 1975, throu~h October, 
1975. Both inmates served as subjects in this study. The data for this 
study \'/aS obtained from the "minutes" of the Indiana Parole Board and from the 
Central Office packets of the subjects. The following information was 
collected; (1) the inn)ate's file number, (2) the inmate's month and year 
of admission into the Indiana Department of Correction, (3) the month and 
year the inmate \'/aS authorized for parole, (4) the inmate's ethnic group, 
and .( 5) the most seri ous commi ting offense of the inmate. 

This information was analyzed to determine; (1) the average length of 
institutional time served in the Indiana Department of Correction by inmates 
authorized for parole from the Indiana Reformatory who had a sentence length 
of 2-10 years, (2) the range of time served by all subjects in this study, 
(3) the ethnic bteakdOl·Jl1 of the subjects in this study, (4) the average (mean) 
length of time served by the Hhite inmates in this study, (5) the range of 
time served by the White subjects in this study, (6) the average (mean) 
length of time served by the r.31ack inmates in this study, and (7) the range 
of time served by the Black inmates in this study. 

In this study (sentence length of 2-10 years) the following results were 
obtained: 

Average Length of Time Served by All Subjects 

4 years and 7 months 
(standard deviation of 1 year and 3.6 months) 

Range of Time Served by All Subjects 

Shortest - 3 years and 8 months 
Longest - 5 years and 6 months 

Ethni c Greakdol'JIl of Subjec ts 

I'Jh i te = 
Black = 

Or/ 
10 

1 OO;~ 
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Average Length of Time Served by White Subjects 

There were no Hhite subjects in thi s study. 

Range of Length of Time ServeJ by White Subjects 

See above 

Average Length of Time Served by Black Subjects 

4 years and 7 months 
(standard deviation of 1 year and 3.6 months) 

Range of Length of Time Serveq by t~hite Subjects_ 

Shortest - 3 years and 8 months 
Longest - 5 years and 6 months 

Appendix A contains a listing of the data collected (minus inmate file 
number) for this study. 
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Month/Year Admitted 
to Indiana Department 
of Co rrec ti on 

January, 1970 

November, 1971 

APPENDIX A 

INDIl\tlA REFORt'1ATORY 
SENTENCE LENGTH OF 2-10 YEARS 

~10nth/Yea r 
Authori zed 
for Parole 

July, 1975 

July, 1975 

Ethni c Group 

Black 

Black 

t10st Serious COl1lmiting Offense 

Violation of 1935 Narcotics Act 

Violation of 1935 Narcotics Act 
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