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? A COHPARISON OF it<1ERICAN INDIAN HOMlClDERS A~TD NON-INDIAN HmUC'IDERS BASED 
ON THE HINNESOTA HULTIPHASIC PERSONALITY INVENTORY , • 

Federal Prison System 
June, 1975 

, 
By: Cynthia Johnson 

Jerry Prather 

In April of 1975, the Bureau of Prisons received a request from the 
, 

Canadian Penitentiary Services for data related to American Indian homi-

ciders in Federal custody. 

Using the Bureau .of Prisons Master File, updated as of May 7,' 1975, 
." • • .• ·0· 

all individuals· in Federal.custody who were convicted of homicide (as 

reflecte'!~ in the lIS offense code)' were' identified., Four hundred-one 

homiciders were identified of whom 96 were American Indians, and 305 

non·· Indian. The American Indian, therefore,. represen ts 23.9% of the pop-
" . ' .. 

ulation convic.ted of homici.d~ in: federal"custody. In contrast, American 
': .. ", '. 

Indians represent L 75% of the· total' Bureau of Prisons population. There-' 
.... , .. '" 

:, 

fore, American. Indians ar~ ,over represented on'the offense of homicide 

in that; federal law only pertains to murders of a federal agent on duty 

and murders occurring on 2 government reservation, territory, in the 
. 

District of Columbia, or under military jurisdiction.. American Indians, 

while living on governmenc reservations are therefore mo~e susceptible 

than the general population to federal prosecution for homicides. 

The measures used for ccmparing the samples were the twelve scaies 

of the MMPl (Minnesota Hultiphasic Personality Inventory), a,s re~orded 

in the lIS Master File. Of the original 401 homiciders, 32.9% (132) had 

recorded :torNPI scores. For interpretation of the Mt<IPI Scales, 1>1. G. 

Dahlstrom and G. S. Welsh's An MMPI Handhook: A Guide to Use in Clini-

cal Practice and Research was used. 
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f ., As a total group, homiciders,·like the general Bureau. of Prisons 
, . 

popu~ation, scored significantly higher than the national norm on' the 

psychopathic deviate sc~le. The major features of this personality . 
, . 

pattern included, ,"repeated and flagrant disregard for social customs and 

nlOres, an inability to profit from punishing experiences as shown in re-

peated difficulties, of the same kind, and an emotional shallowness in 

relations to others, particularly in sexual and affectional displaytl. (p. 60) 

The non-Indian population exceeded the national norm an~ the In~ pop-

, ' ,ula~ion achieved a . level 'Which was 'near significant'. A standardized . 

score of 70 is theoretically veiwed as pathological. ,Numerous s,tudies have , . 

associated high scores 'on 'this scale with several criminal populations • 
. ... ~, "', .' "' ~. .' ~ =;.....,' _"oJ. ,,:.,'. .' . 

·Indian homiciders~~~fered "significantly from other homiciders on the 

L, K, and Hy scales .. ,' Indians sco'red higher on the measures of: 

L scale 

K scale 

:. "," . 
"agg'ressive feelings, bad thoughts, temptations ~ and 
lack of control or conformity. These attributes are 
clear" unambiguous, and generally socially unfavor­
able." (p. 49) 

denial of "personal inadequacies", tendency "toward 
mental disorders q

, andlltrouble in controlling him­
self, particularly in regard to temper, but also 
withholds criticism of others~r (pp. 51 - 52) 

Non-Indian homiciders scored higher 'on the measure of: 

Hy scale -- Itneurotic defenses of the conversion form of hysteria". 
There is general tendency toward using "physical sym-' 
ptoms as a means of solving difficult conflicts or 
avoiding mature responsibilities ll 

•. (p. 57) 

Dahlstrom, W. G. and G. S. Welsh. An MMPI Handbook: A Guide to Use in 
Clinical Practice and Research. (Minneapolis, Hinnesota: University of 
Minnesota Press) 1965 • 
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MEANS, STANDARD DEVIATION, AND. T-TEST em-WARING AMERICAlIf INDIAN HOHICIDERS,', 
WITH NON-INDIAN HOMICIDERS IN THE BUREAU OF PRISONS POPUIATION BASED ON 12 
Mi-IPI SCALES. 1 
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