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. STATE OF DELAWARE

DIVISION OF SERVICES TO °
JUDIE DREXLER CHILDREN AND YOUTH

DIRECTOR
NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE 15720

THE STATUS OFFENDER PROGRAM

The following material will servz an an overview of the Deinstitutional-
ization of Status Offenders Program, and a summary of its impact. Some

statistical charts demonstrating the program's effectiveness are also
included.

If there are any questions about the program or any additional information
desired, please contact Jerry Dorsman or Michelle Hanmahs at 421-6605.
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6T TP Secretary
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COMPONENTS of the STATUS OFFENDER PROGRAM ..

‘o AT

il}ﬁ ¥l¢~ Famllv Court Status Oftenaer Unit. . This'unit'serVESuas an 1nt:Kef‘-
SRR p01nt for status’ offenders-_ It a8 comPrlsed of tour wounselors. .
it .o la superv1sor. and 'a-clerk,. Two counselors are located 1n New )
Castle Countj, one each is in Kent and sussex. " .

;%2.' D1v151on of Soc1a1 Services. Status Offtnder Unlt. ‘This Unit

. develops placements and assigns children to particular placements.
It is. comprised of six social workers = two in New Castle County,.

-one each in_Kent and Sussex and one serving both lower counties. v

Child Advocate Service. Communlty Legal Aid - Soc1ety has two major {;j
. functions: . to.arrange .for-the release-of status offenders current-
ly in Ferr1s/Woodshaven ‘and. to represent newly—charged status-t‘ '
offenders 1n Famlly Court, . : . .o

“i?3'4.~ shelter Care. The DlVlSlon of Soc1a1 Serv1ces 1s locatlng 23 prl-f‘*?;

1. vate home beds throughout -the state. ‘to'be used in lieu of detention ' '’¢
: -at Stevenson/Bridge Houses. : Additional funds from the Delaware R
.+ .{.... Agency to Reduce Crime will be used to operate ‘two -eight-bed shel=- i .
SRR FREE I ter fac111t1es o= one in Wlelngton and onelln the Kent/Sussex area. .

5. Longrterm Group Foster Care.’ jThe Division of Social Services 1s.

‘ locating several. foster homes which will serve status offenders on

~a long term’ baSls.' ‘Each home will receive a salary and board pay- E

"»_ments.. Approx1mately 15 placements w1ll be made.- o Cot A

Dlaqnostlc/Evaluatlon Serv1ce. Delaware Curat1ve-Workshop is pro- -.
v1d1ng.psycholog1cal. medical, -and. sensory/motor'perceptlon :diagno=- - .
PR 7 osis to- status“offenders referred by"other components. At least.
S 150 chlldren yearly w111 be served.'.i S - " ‘ L

::7.: FEMllY Counsellng. Famlly Services of Northevn Delaware7 People 5 .-
Place II and .Turnabout have been contracted -to prov:de counsellng qn‘,f
to status offenders and thelr famllles.r .:_A,,f e . e




7. Expenditures per project compor ant

Project Administration Quarter Year to Date
Project Administration ' $ 19,177.04 $ 5¢ 502.79
Division of Social Services 30,691.81 67 .356.81
Family Court 21,000.00 65 486.28
Legal-Community Legal Aid ¢>ciety, Inc. 18,566.36 44 890,15
Counseling-Family Services 14,420,438 21 827.17

-Turn About Coun::1ling Center  3,553.00 12 762,00

~People's Place 11 4,000.00 13 100.00
Diagnostic-Delaware Curatis = Workshop 13,220.00 18 850.00

$124,628,69 $307 775.20
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NUMBER OF STATUS OFFENDERS IN PROGRAM SERVICES BY MONTH

6/76 7/76 8/77 9/76 10/76 11/76 12/76 Totals

1. Family Court 40 64 91 79 140 . | 95 | 66 575
II. CLASI (Community
Legal Aid '
Socity,. Inc.
A. Released 11 1 2 7 7 0 I 29
. from Insti- :
* tutions
B.. Cases..re-: . 0 1 5 17 7 19 25 74
- ferred from : ) -
Family Crt.
III. Diagnosis/ 0 5 14 |10 120 | 14 | 13 68
Evaluation " - : :
IV. D/Social Serv. 0 o - 2 9 23 11 12 57
V. Counseling 2 10 16 8 |- 13 17 25 91
1777 2/27_3/77 /77 5/77 | 6/77 Totals
I. Family Court - 90 . .93 118 126 201 114 741
'II.-CLASI BRSO )
A. Released - - 3 4 0 1 0 6 14
_ from Insti-
tutionsn
B. Cases re- 15 19 17 13 13 8 85
ferred from :
Family Crt.
II11. Diagnosis/ 9 13 13 9 18 20 82
- Evaluation:
IV. D/Social Serv. ‘9 14 14 6 12 3 58
V. Counseling 13 13 31 18 18 25 118




The following statistics demonstrate the race and sex
of status offenders, on whom dasta has thus far been received,

separated by county:

NEW CASTLE COUNTY

Maleg Female Totals
Biracial 1l Sl 2
Black . 36° 42 78
White 140 110 250
" HBispanic/ & - Peaee D
Latin 1 i 2
Totals 177 154 331
KENT COUNTY . '
Male - Female Totals
Black 7 11 18
White 27. 36 63 "
Mexican- ‘ -
American  _1_ 0 R
Totals 35 - 47 -, 82 .
SUSSEX COUNTY
Male - Female " Totals
Biracial 0 1l ‘ 1l
Black 6. -9 15
White . 35 L5 - B0 _
.Totals 414 25 . rﬁﬁ

Removed from institutions (Ferris: males, Woodshaven/
Kruse: females)

Male Female Totals
Black 3 10 13
White 3 14 X7 _
G 24 . -30

. Totals

These figures represent all data received as of March 31,
1977. (Note:  The previous .report showed 9 white males removed
from institutions. That figure was incorrectly recorded.)




1974-75 Comparison statistics for commitments

to Ferris (F), Woodshaven/Kruse (W/K) by month

since DSO program inception in June, 1975.
Figures on the left represent the base line
comparison.

Pre Program Comparison

DSO Program Operational

1974 F W/K .Totals ' 1976 F W/K Total
June 0 2 2 June 2 1l 3
July -0 3 3 . July 0 0 0
August 1 1 2 Aug. 2 0 2
Sept. 3 0 3 Sept. 0 0 0
Oct. 3 5 8 Oct. 0] 0 0
Nov. 0 0 0 Nov. 0 0 0
Dec. _3 _0_ 3 Dec. 0 0 0
Total 10 11 21 4 1 5
1975

Jan. 1 3 4 Jan. 0] 0 0
Feb. 1l 0 1 Feb. 2 0 2
Mar., 0 2 2 Mar. 0 0 0
Apr. 7 2 9 Apr. 0 1 1
May 2 2 4 May 1 0 1
June’ 1 1 2 June 0 0 0 _
Total 12 10 22 3 1l 4

Program averade commgtments_per month =-

Pre-program average commitments per month~-3.31

.69




' ' MONTHLY DETENTION POPULATIONS OF STATUS OFFENDERS l97é—l977

Stevenson House Total

1876 : Bridge House

: January . | . 40 _ 23 . 63
; February ' 53 . . 25 - . 78
: - March S . 36 : - - 23 . 59
' ~April . .. . .33 L . N 20 ‘ , 53
‘May ; ' 53 . K ' " 25 ' 78

T 20 65

June . ‘ 45 .

Subtotals:

January to June 260 . | 136 ) 396

e e =,
R .

July - . 35 .15 50
August Y - 1o 25 , 85

- . - September.. o - 43 = - . 14 - .57
October--: - " -, e a4s R 53 . . o em-
‘November . o .‘,,31:, 21 . 52
December - . ‘ ' :

AR Subtotéls:  o B R .
4o 7= July to December ' .0 256 L ... . R
. 'Td_talé-: -: 1976' :‘.'_.b .- : s e i e P

Coo- 763

1977 L

R e e,
.

: . January R
.- . February - o
.5~ March- .

- LTt .y

.iSubtotais: °
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AVERAGE LENGTH STATUS OFFENDERS DETAINED

" BEFORE DSO PROJECT

-

Month/ “Total Number orf Status Total Days Average Teng:
Year Offenders Detained Detained of Detention
fgg;ember 29 . 257 8.9 days
gg;gber - 53 424 . 8.0 days
Ngygrive: 3 st 12.4 days
Jotal for 121 1165 9.6 days
AFTER DSO PROJECT INITIATED

SepLember 41 305 7.4 days
October: 43 167 3.9 days
§S;Ember- 33 110 3.3 days: -
fotal for . 117 582 5.0 days -

" The above results.show -a significantly lower average length of dete?tion
e

during three months after t

Courts. The stay in detention for status offenders has be

in half as compared to a comparable period in 1975.

‘DSO project was initlated iIn the Family |
en nearly cut

.
:




Another study was made for the quarter April 1- June 30, 1977,

to determine if the average length of stay at detention had .
been further reduved. The following results show a significant
decrease in the time spent in detention by status offenders.

Average Length Status Offenders Detained

(Updated from Previous Study)

month/Year Total # of S8.0.'s|] Total Days Average Length
detained detained of detention
April/77 30 48 1.6 days
May/ 77 ‘49 77 1.6 days
June/ 77 45 114 2.5 days
Average Total 124 239 1.9 days
for period




The following data are gleaned from the computer printout
representing some of.the statistics collected by the Status
Offender Research efforts at the University of Delaware. This
printout represented all data collected in 1976, from June 15

to December 31, statewide. - -~
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Age Composition

1 through 10 5 1.39%

11 : 4 1.11% -
12 : _ 15 _ 4.07% .
13 27 - 7:50% .-
- S . 56 .. 15.56%

15 84 23.33%
16 o 79 © o 21.94%

17 ' . 84 . T 23.33%

18 and over . -5 . 1.39%°

(not coded) B 0.28%
Total . 360 100.00%

School Status

JFull-time - 294 8l.67%

- . Part-time ) 5 - 1.39%
Withdrawal 33 9.17%
Suspension 2 ‘ .56%
Expulsion 4 1.11%

. Diploma 11 ' 3.06%
Other 6 1.67% .
 Not attending e ©0.00%
5 1.39%

(not coded)

Total 360 100.00%




"

. 1 .
Grade Composition

Fourth or below . 5
Fifth 4
Sixth ' 17
Seventh : 29
Eighth S 68
Ninth S92
Tenth o 75
Eleventh ) 46
Twelfth , 14
(not coded) 10

Total . 360

AStatus of Client's Parents

Family intact ) 165
Divorced ‘ 85- -
Separated - ' 46
Death: father _ 27
Death: mother -7
. Death: both - - ‘ 2
"Never married - .. . = 20
Other - . . "~. - &
‘(not coded) - - 2
Total . . 360

.'TyPefof Offense .

LEEEN

_ Runaway S 113
. Ungovernable - © 102 .
- Truancy ” : 33
" Curfew - o 14
Minor in possession 97
Other - 1
Total- . L3600

." Need -of ' Services Assessment

7. No services needed 150

».7+ 1 " . Services -recommended 21'1208j

(not coded) ' SN 2

Total - ' 360

1.39%
1.11%
4.72% .
8.06%
18.89%
25.56%
20.83%
12.78%
3.89%
2.78%

100.00%

45.83%
. 23:61%
12.78%
7.50%

T 1.9a%

. «56% .
5.56% -
1.67%
- .56%

100.00%%

]

31.39%
28BL33%.
©.17%
3.89%
26.94%
T .28%

< 100.00%

. 41.67% .-
v 57.78% .-
.56%

©100.00%
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SUMMARY

DEINSTITUTIONALIZATION OF STATUS OFFENDERS GRANT

BACKGROUND

:‘Rnrsuant to the authority of the Omnibus Crime Control and

Safe‘Streets Act of..1968,-as amended, and theJuveni;'t.e"Ju:satice‘'~

. and Dellnquency Prevention Act of 1974, --the Law -Enforcement Assistance

-

._--..—-- M -3 ..._.v ',,:

Admlnlatratlon {LEAR), U._S. Department of . *uetice. hae given a*
nejor prlorlty<to delnstitutionallzatlon'of etatus offenders.-
D1v1510n of Serv;ces to Chlldren and Youth has received a two~

year discretlonary grant in the amount of 5987 083. through the

-‘.~~. 2T T

Delaware Agency to Reduce Crime, to impact on the LEAA goal..

- - ‘A

Status orfenders are defined 1n.$ectlon 223(a)(12) cf the JUVenile N

o B

——— iR Ny . = —— T

e =TT - I

Justlce and.Dellnquency Preventlon Act*as*“guveniles who are charged-
Wlth or who have commltted offenees that would not be criminal 1if

commltted by an adult." The Act requires that w1thin two years of

the state s submlssion to LEAZ of a Juvenlle Justlce Plan.(November

1975), status offenders ehall not be placed in juvenile detention

or correctlonal facili tiea..

DEPARTMENT OF ffv §fﬂfp
: . HEALTH AND SOCIAL 6ERVICES P N
EARL MCGINNES Em,gﬂ

PECRETARY DM} '\L.,
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Summary--DSO Grant
6/9/76 o '
Page TwO ’ ~ ‘ .
The Division of Services to Children.and Youth's deinstitution-
alization grant (also referfed to as the stétus Affendef grant) |
will address status offenders who are charged, detained or
iqcarcgrated for: habitual truancy, running away, uncontrollable,
uhéoverﬁable, or possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages,
,3% N.ATﬁé grant‘has a.six—membe; advisory group called the Committee
Aon'thé:Administrationaof“thewstatus-Offender;Grant.: This Committee

. is part of .the. Juvenile .Justice Advisory Group, abpointed by the

Governor pursuant to the requirements of .the Juvenile Justice- and

Delinguency Prevention Act:

DESCRIPTION OF THE GRANT PROGRAM

-

"The thrust of*the grant program -ig to, whenever possxble.

"1fma1ntain or*return status offenders .£o thelr .own bomes with sup-

:iportlve famlly cﬁunseling services "hildren 1n need of 11v1ng BEatE
",~$1tuatlon5'otherfthan theiriown homes will be placed in shelters,
small:group-homes, or foster homes, |
‘The,administ;étion of the grant program-is performed by the.
Division of Services to Children and Youth. Family Coﬁri and the
Divigion of Social Services haQe specialized status offender units
kfunded:thrppgh the grang. Contracts for purchase of legal, coﬁnseiing
: and»diaékoétiC‘services have been executed with privéte agenciles. |

The grant pragram is operating in all three pelaware counties. A °

description of each component of the program follows:
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Summary-—DSO Grant
6/9/76
Page Three

Family Cpurt Status Offender Unit 5148L943 (2 years)
Thié unit ié staffed by a counselor—supervigor, four counselors
. and a cierk-typist. It will process petitions glleging status
offenses, make voluntary adjustments of such cdmplaints where
possible, and will refer status offenders to services -such as

. legal-representation, family counselidg. or diagnosis.
't

‘.Division‘of:Social“Servicés . $164,851 _(2-vears)
“This:ﬁnit"is-staffed;by:sixfsccial;workersr: It-will seek -

placement-facilities~suchmas:ishelters—and=individual=and. group

IR foster:hqmesf-assignfChilarenvto~suchﬂfacilities;:and supervise:

their progress in the placement facility. .Additional.funds (§$238,641

are available to the Division -to fund new-placement .alternatives such

. -

.- as shelters .and:small.group homes.. .

-

,f‘Child Advocacy Service . ' $119,700-(2 -vears-)-

service hasibéenwcoptﬁacxear;cr:h§5Commugi

= ..-_“":::"‘ : Thls

o

y begal ald
’Society;ﬂlnc-' It is stafféa;byfan:attornéy;@ébciaiiworker;rpartt~
time . law_clerk -and :secretary.: .Functions::of =this .service_are-to....

provide-legal représentation-and-recommendations-for.:treatment_for = -

status .offenders who-arg'detained,~incarcerated,;and/or pending

_Court disposition.

Intensive "Family Counseling Services $1849,000 (2 years)
“Contracts -for-these services have been awarded:ito- Peoples -
Place 11 and Family Service of Northern Delaware for a total of

§63,534 for the year ending June 30, 1977. Additienal contracts




Summary--DS0O Grant
6/9/76
Page Four

will be awarded in July 1976,

piagnostic-Evaluation Services 8100,000 (2 years)-

A contract has been awarded Delaware Curative workshop

for medical, psychological and educational evaluations.

Training SB,B00 (2 vyears)

A contract or contracts will be awarded in July 1976 to
provide periodic training sessions for foster and shelter parents
funded through the grant program. Additional training may be

provided for program staff and agencies impacted by the grant.

For further information contact: : L \

. Michelle Hannahs
- Status Offender Program
' Division of Services to Children and‘zpﬁth









