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ABSTRACT

This report examines the recidivism rates for women released
from Charlotte House during 1977 and 1978.

After an analysis of the data, the following conclusions can
be reached: of the 15 women reléased £rom Cha:lotte House during |
1977, one woman recidivated giving a recidivism rate of 7%. Of
those women released during 1978, there were 12 women released
and one recidivated during the one year follow-up period giving .
a recidivism rate of 8%. For the combined sample of 1977 and
1978 Charlotte House releases, there were 27 women who were released
and 2 were returned during the one year follow-up, giving a

recidivism rate of 7%.
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INTRODUCTION

In June of 1972, the Massachusetts legislature passed the
“"Correctional Reform Act" which authorized the establishment of
different correctional programs that were to be outside of the
walled institutions. Charlotte House was one such program that
was established to service women offenders and assist them in thelr
reintegration into the community. In 1273, Charlotte House began
accepting women on a pre-release basis from the Massachusetts
Department of Correction.

This report is the third component of a three~part evaluation
of women released from Charlotte House during 1977 and 1978. Thé
first component of the evaluation was a client profile of these

1 The second component of the

women released during 1977 and 1978.
evaluation was an analysis of the sample in terms of the basic
statistical differences between women who were program completers
and'those who were program-non--co:mpleters.2 This report is a

recidivism follow-up examination for women released to the streets

from Charlotte House during 1877 and 1378.

Williams, Lawrence T., Client Profile - Charlotte House: 1977 and
1978 Releases, Massachusetts Department of Correction Publication
No. 201, August 1980. .

1

2Williams, Lawrence T., A Profile of Characteristics Distinguishing

Between Program Completers and Program Non-Completers - Chaxrlotte
House: 1977 and 1978 Releases, Massachusetts Department of Correction
Publication No. 202, August, 1980.
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Research Design

This study was designed with the purpose of answering the

following research guestion:
Are those women who ended their terms of incarceration in Charlotte
House less likely to be reincarcerated within one year of their

release than are similar types of individuals who did not par-
ticipate in the pre-release program? .

Samples
In measuring the reduction of further criminal behavior, a
population consisting of all women released from Charlotte House,” either

by permit of the Parole Board or a certidicate of discharge, during the

‘years 1977 and 1978 was chosen (N=27). The follow-up period was one

vear from the date of release for all women released in 1977 and 1978,

Dafa Collection

Data collection consisted of criminal history variables, social
background variables, cgmmitment variables, and recidivism variables.
Thg-material was collected.from the Massachusetts Department of |
Correction Cenﬁral Office files and from the computerized data base
developed by the Correction and Parole Management Information System
(capMIS) and was produced on the Massachusetts State College Computer

Network (MSCCH).




Sy v vt o e KW 8

OQutcome Measure

In measuring the reduction of further criminal behavior, the
standard used will be recidivism rates. A recidivist is defined
as any women who is returned to a Federal or State prison to a
county house of correction or to a jail for 30 days or more. The
follow-up period will be exactly one full year from the date of the
subject's release from Charlotte House. A person can be returned

either as a parole violator or on a new conviction for a new offense.

Results

For 1977, there were 15 women released directly from Charlotte
House to the streets. Of these fifteen, one was returned for more
than thirty days during the one year follow-up period, giving a
recidivism rate‘of 7%. During 1978, there were 12 women released
from Charlotte House and one recidivated, giving a rate of 8%. For
the combined sample of 1977 and 1278 releases, there were 27 women
released during this period and two were returned during the year
foliow—up, giving a recidivism rate for the total sample of 7%.

These results are summarized in Table I below. ‘

TABLE I

CHARLOTTE HOUSE RECIDIVISM

NUMBER NUMBER OF RECIDIVISTS RR
1977 Releases 15 1 7%
1978 Releases 12 1 8%

TOTAL SAMPLE 27 2 7%
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These rates can be compared to the rates found during 1977,
the last year that recidivism statistics were analyzed.3 Table II
gives the recidivism rates by releasing institution for all individuals
released during 1977.
TABLE II

RECIDIVISM RATES BY RELEASING INSTITUTION, 1977

NUMBER OF PERCENT OF TOTAL RECIDIVISM
INSTITUTION RELEASES POPULATION RATE
Walpole 118 ( 10) 25%
Concord 252 ( 22) 18%
Norfolk 76 ¢ 7 15%
Framingham-Men 1 ( 0) 0%
Framingham~-Women 107 L 9 23%
Forestry Camps ' 57 ( 5) 14g
seccl 44 ( a) 20%
Pre-Release (Centers ' . 473 ( 42) 8%
Other® 10 ¢ 1) 228
TOTAL 1138 - (100) 15%
3Smart, Yvette, i i3 dwi Am Resi -
Released From Massachusetts Correctional Institutions In 1977,

Massachusetts Department of Correction Publication No. 182,
November, 1979.

4SECC - Southeastern Correctional Center.

[

et et—

5Othe:: includes Reception Diagnostic Centers, Lemuel Shattuck Hospital,
Bridgewater State Hospital, and Medfield Prison Project.
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When the Charlotte House rate is compared to the Framingham-
women rates, Charlotte House has a rate that is much lower (7% Vs,
23%). The Charlotte House rate is also cumparable to the rates for
the other'pre—release centers in general. Due to the small sample
size, it was not possible to control for selection factors in making
this analysis,

Appendix I contains a statistical description of characteristics
of women released to the street from Charlotte House during 1977 and

1978 with their corresponding recidivism rates.
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APPENDIX I

BACKGROUND CHARACTERISTICS AND RECIDIVISM RATES
CHARLOTTE HOUSE: 1977 AND 1978 RELEASES

1977 RELEASES 1978 RELEASES TGTAL RELEASES

. N % RR N % RR N % RR
Court From Which Committed |
Bristol 1 ¢ 7) 0 o ( 0) 0 L 4) 0
Essex 1 L 7Y 0 0 ( 0) © 1 (&) 0
Hampden 1 ( 6) O 1 ( 8 o0 2 07 0
Middlesex 4 (L 27) 25 2 (17 O 6 ( 22) 17
suffolk 4 (27 0 6 ( 50) 17 w (37 10
Worcester 1 ( 6). © 1 ( 8) 0 2 (7N 0
District Courts 3 (20 O 2 (17 o 5 O 19) 0
TOTAL 15  (100) 7 12 (100) &8 27 (100 7
Jail Credits
None 10 (67) 10 6 ( 50) 17 16 ( 59) 13
1 to 10 A (13) 0O 0 ( 0) O 2 (N 0
11 to 50 1 C 7). 0 4 (33) 0 5 (19) 0
101 to 150 0 C 0y O 1 ( 9y 0 1 ( 4) 0
151 to 200 1 ¢ 7). 0 0 ( 0) O L 4) 0
Over 200 1 ( 6) O 1 ( 8) 0 2 (N 0
TOTAL 15 (ro0)y 7 12  (100) 8 27  (100) 7
Present Offense ‘
Person 6 (40) O 5 (42) 0 11 (41 0
Property 1 C 7). 0 5 ( 42) 20 6 ( 22) 17
Drug 5 (33). 0 2 (186)y O 7 ( 26) 0
Other 3 ( 20) 33 0 ( 0) o 3 ( 11) 33
TOTAL 15 (100) 7 12 (100) 8 27  (100) 7
Present Offense-Drug
Non-Drug Offense 10 (67) 10 10 ( 83) 1o 20
Possession of Heroin 2 (13) © o ( 0y 0 2
Controlled Substance 2 (13) o 1 ( 9 0 3
Unclassified
Class A Substance 1 ¢ 7y O 0 ( 0y 0 1
Class B Substance 0o ( 0y 0 1 ( 8) 0 1

TOTAL 15 (100) 7 12 (100) 8 27




Present Offense-Person

Not Applicable
Mans laughter
Armed Robbery
Unarmed Robbery
Arnmed Assault
Unarmed Assault

TOTAL

Present Offense-Property

Not Applicable

Arson
Burglary

Larceny from the Person

Larceny

Forgery-Uttering

TOTAL

Present Offense-Other

Not Applicable

Escapes

Vehicle Offenses

TOTAL

Min#mum Sentence

2 Years
3 Years
4 Years
10 Years

1l to 12 Years
Indeterminate

TOTAL
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10.

11.

12,

Maximum Sentence
Less Than 1 Year
Year
Years
Years
Yeaxrs
Years
Years
Years
. Years
13 to 15 Years
16 to. 19 Years

NOY UL W N

(Vs

TOTAL
Type of Sentence

One Sentence Only
Con-current Sentence
Aggregate Sentences
Prom & After Sentence

TOTAL
Time
Less
6 to

1 to
2 to

Than 6 Months
11l months

2 Years

3 Years

3 to6 5 Years

5 to 10 years
Complex Sentence

TOTAL
Race

White
Black

TOTAL
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13.

Marital Status

Married
Single
Divorced
Widowed |
Separated
Unknown

TOTAL

l4.Military Service

15.

le.

No Service
Honorable
Unknown

TOTAL

Address-Selected Towns

Boston

Cambridge

Fall River

New Bedford
Springfield
Worcester

Other Massachusetts
Out of State
Unknown

TOTAL
Prior Address—~County

Worcester
Middlesex
Suffolk
Norfolk
Bristol
Essex
Hampden

Out of State
Unknown

TOTAL
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17.

18.

19.

Prior Address—-SMSA

Boston

Brockton

Fall River

New Bedford
Springfield
Worcester”

Other Massachusetts
Out of State
Unknown

TOTAL
Occupation

Professional
Business

Sales, Clerical
Manual

Services

Armed Services
Student
Unknown

TOTAL

Time at Most Skilled Position

Less Than 1 Month
1-2 Months

3-4 Months

5-6 'Months

7-9 Months

10-12 Months

1-2 Years

2~-5 Years

More Than 5 Years
Unknown

TOTAL
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20&

21.

22.

23.

Last Grade Completed

7th

Bth

9th

10th

1lth .

High School Graduate
Some College

College Graduate
Unknown :

TOTAL
Known Drug Use

None
Non-specific
Heroin
Marijuana
Other

TOTAL

Pirst Offense
Two

Three

Four

Five

6 to 8

12 to 15

16 to 20

More Than 20

TOTAL
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24,

25,

26.

27.

13-

1977 RELEASES
N B RR N
Number of Charges for Property Offenses

None 7 ( 47y 0 4
One 4 ( 27) 25 2
Two 0 (C 0) O 2
Four 0 { 0y 0 1
6 to 8 . 1 ¢ 7y 0 0
Over 8 2 (13) o0 2
Unknown 1 ( 6) O 1
TOTAL . 15 (100} 7 12
Number of Charges for Sex Offenses

None 14 (93) 7 10
One 0 ( 0y 0 1
Unknown , L ( 7y 0 1
TOTAL 15 (100) 7 12
Number of Charges for Narcotics Offenses

None 6 ( 40) O 7
One 2 (13)y O 1
Two 2 (13) 0 0
Three 2 (13 o© 0
Four 0 ( 0 0 1
Five 1 C 7y 0 2
6 to 8 1 ( 7)lo0 0
Unknown 1 ¢ 7 0 1
TOTAL 15 (100). 7 12
Number of Charges for Drunkenness Offenses

None 12 ( 80) 8 10
One 0 ( 0) O 1
Two 2 (13). 0 0
Unknown 1 C 7 0 1
TOTAL 15  (100) 7 12
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28.

29,

30,

31.

32‘

33.
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1977 RELEASES
N % RR
Number of Charges for Escape Offenses

None 12 ( 80) 8
One 10 7). 0
Two 1l C 7). 0
Unknown 1 ( 6) 0
TOTAL 15  (100) 7

Number of Prior Juvenile Incarcerations

None 15  (1o0) 7
One 0 ¢ 0) 0
TOTAL ‘ 15 (1Loo) 7

Number of County Incarcerations

None 15 (100) 7
One , 0 (C 0). ©
Two 0] (0L O
TOTAL 15 (100). 7

Number of State or Federal Incarcerations

None 14 (. 23). 7
One 0 ( 0) O
Three 1 (¢ 7) o0
TOTAL © 15 (100) 7

Number of Any Prior Incarcerations

None ‘ 14 ( 93) 7
One o ( 0) 0
Two 0 ( 0) O
Three 1 C 7)) 0
TOTAL ' 15  (100) 7
Number of Prior Adult Incarcerations

None 14 (93) 7
One 0 ¢ 0) . 0
Two o ( 0) O
Three 1l ¢ 7)Y 0
TOTAL 15 (100} 7
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34.

35.
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37.

38,

39.
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1977 RELEASES

N %
Number of Juvenile Paroles
None 15  (100)
One 0 ( 0)
Unknown 0 { o)
TOTAL . 15  (100)

Number of Juvenile Parole Violations

Never Parocled 15  (100)
None 0 ( 0)
Unknown 0 ( 0)
TOTAL 15 (100}

Number of Adult Paroles

None 14 ( 93)
Two 1 ( 7)
Unknown 0 ( 0)
TOTAL 15  (100)

Number of Adult Parole Violations

Never Paroled 14 ( 93)
TWO 1 7
Unknown 0  ( 0)
TOTAL 15  (100)

Total Number of Paroles

None ' ' 14 ( 93) -
One 0 ( 0)
Two 1 C 7)
Unknown 0 ( 0)
TOTAL 15 (100)

Total Number of Parcle Violations

Never Paroled 14 ( 93).
None o ( 0
Two 1 C 7)
Unknown 0 ( 0)

TOTAL 15 (100)
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40.

4.

42.

43.
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1977 RELEASES

N
Age at Incarceration

Twenty-one
Twenty-two
Twenty~three
Twenty~four
Twenty-£five
26 to 29

30 to 3%

40 and Older

M N

Ul

TOTAL 1
Age at Release

Twenty~-three
Twenty-four
Twenty-five
26 to 29
30 to 38
40 and Older

N OW

TOTAL 15
Age at First Arrest

Fourteen
Seventeen
Eighteen
Nineteen
Twenty
Twenty-one
Twenty—~three
Twenty-four
Twenty-£five
26 to 29

3¢ to 39

40 and Oldexr
Unknown
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Age at First Drunk Arrest

Not Applicable 12
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1977 RELEASES
, N % RR
Age at First Drug Arrest

Not Applicable 6 ( 40) O
18 to 19 1 ¢ 7y 0
20 to 21 0 € 0) ©
22 to 24 3 { 20) 33
"25 to 29 . L ¢ 7Y 0
30 to 32 2 (13 o
Unknown 2 (13 o0
TOTAL 15 (100) 7
Number of Furloughs

None 7 (47) 14
2 to 5 3 (20) 0
6 to 10 0 ( o0y o
11l to 15 2 (13) 0
16 to 20 1 ¢ 7) 0
21 to 30 2 (13) o0
51 to 100 o ( 0. O
TOTAL 15 (100) 7

Number of Successful Furlough Outcomes

Never Furloughed 7 (47 14
2 to 5 3 (20, 0
6 to 10 0 ( 0. o©
1l to 15 2 (13 o0
16 to 20 L 7). o
21 to 30 2 (13 ¢
31 to 50 0 ( 0L O
TOTAL ; : 15 (L00) 7

Number of Late Under Furloughs

Never Furloughed 7 ( 47) 14
None 8 ( 53y 0
One o ( 0) o
2 to 5 0 ( oL ©
TOTAL 15 (ae0) 7

1978 RELEASES

N

R R e O N

1

3

HERENGWHP

1l

N

=W W

1

|3

w W=

12

$ RR
(. 58) 14
( 0) 0
( 9 0
¢ 9) 0
( 8) 0
( 8) 0
( 8 0
(100) 8
( 9) o0
( 8 0
(25). 0
(25 0
( 17) 50
( 8) ©
( 8) o
(100) B
( 9. o
(17). 0
(25). 0
( 25). 0
(. 8).100
( 8L O
( 8. ©
(100) 8
( 8. 0
(. 42). ©
(. 25) 33
(28 0
(ro0) 8

TOTAL RELEASES

N
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1977 RELEASES

N %
Number of Late Over Furloughs
Never Furloughed 7 { 47)
None 8 ( 53)
TOTAL . 15  (100)

Number of Escape Furlough Outcomes

Never Furloughed 7 ( 47)
None B ( 53)
TOTAL 15 (100)

Type of Release

Parole 1 ( 73)
Discharge 4 (27)
TOTAL 15 (100)

RR

14
0

7

14

1878 RELEASES

N

11
12

11
12

12

% RR
( 8) 0
(92) 9
(100) 8
( 8) 0
( 92) 9
(lo0) 8
(100) 8
( 0) 0
(lo0) 8

< s

TOTAL RELEASES

N

27

%

( 85)
( 15)

(100)

RR

13
5
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