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Preface

This book is about Tribal Laws It gives a brief
history of Indian Law Enforcement, background
and information about Tribal authority io make
laws. ' :

It is my hope that this book will give evervone
who reads it an understanding of Tribal Laws and
the people who must enforce them.

Todayv the strength and health of the Blackfeet
Nation are dependent upon the Indian Police Of-
ficers and Indian Judges for the maintenance of
safety and justice.

I dedicate this book to all the yvoung people on
the Blackfeet Indian Reservation and any others
who might read it. in hopes that they will gain ap
understanding:

When we obey the laws we help to
protect people and property. When
we ohev laws we are good citizens of
the Blackfeet Tribe and our
communities. When we obey laws
we are also good citizens of the
State of Montana and of the

United States of America.

Our Tribal Council has made many good laws.

g A If we can understand these laws, we can obey them.
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Laws Are Made to Protect People

Laws are made to protect the people of a Tribe,

the people of a community. and the people of a

“state

Laws are rules. They tell us things we must do.
Thev tell us things we must not do. If we break a
law we are punished. We eall breaking the faw an
offense. We eall punishment for breaking the law
a penalty,

The authority for the Blackfeet Fribe to make
lvws came about as follows:

The Constitution and By-Laws of the Blackfeet
Tribe was approved by the Secretary of the Interior of
the United States Government. on December 13,
1945,

The approvin of the Constitution and By-Taws
aave the  Blackteet Tribal - Council anthorty - to
muake el eriminal laws and procedures, These
Bovs of the Blackfeet Indian Nation were muude for
the following expressed purpose:

1o order to protect the peace tranquibiy and
dignity of all persons residing within “he ex-
terior houndaries ot the Blackfeer Indun Re-
<ervition.

2 To protect the traditions customs Tribal
laws. Lind base and resources of the Blick-
feet Indinn Reservation,

3 To protect and preserve the naturad and
himan resotrees . ad heauiy of the Blckieet
Ina’an Reservation,

lo develop and dmplement a0 svsten o Law
and procedime that s capable ol -ervone the

Indian people and other citizens of ihe Stade

o of Montana and the United States of Apenea,
. R . ‘ .
i FYEES Ihe Tiws swemnst obey e explaimed o this
® T Ik, 11 we break these liws we will bepoeashed,
' ’ v Phe punishment dor hreaking these Liws e also
o $ enplined e ths hook,
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Brief History of Indian Law and Order

In pre-reservation days. each Indian Tribe had

their own traditional wavs in which to maintain
order within the T'ribe.
The Chippewa. Creck and Menominee Tribes

had police organizations composed of all warriors
who had won high honors in battle.

The Osage and Omaha Tribes had police main-
tain order during e buffalo hunt. The Pawnee had
one police force .or the village and one for the
hunt. Some Tribes let different tribal societies take
turns providing police protection. The Blackfeet as-
signed police duties to a particular society  only
when a special function or occassion made 1t neces-
sary.

The first federally-sponsored Indian  Police
Force was established by a United States Indian
agent, Thomas Lightfoot, in 1869 on the lowa. Sac
and Fox Reservation in Nebraska. Shortly there-

after other federallv-sponsored police units were es- ] o
tablished throughout the Plains Tribes and other e g ¥
Indian terrority. ES R
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century
ing, Montana. Julia W
twenty-five |
Her duties included housekeeping,
prisoners and haudling the women prisoners.

Today the strength and he
munities are dependent
safetv and justice by Tribal Courts and law enforce- :
ment personnel. -

Manv of the first Indian police hired were al-
ready in police work of the Tribal Police Societies.
The first ridges who served were often men with dis-
tinguished
Tribes. or other Indian Nations. The first
police woman was hired shortly after the turn of the
Blackfeet

at

the

REY
SO

records

vears before retiring in the 1930

as  leaders.

on

Indian
'ades In The Water, served for

of

alth of Indian com-

the

maintenance

Plains

Agency,

Brewn-
cooking for the
(‘)f 3

Indian £

Indian L

T

5, - T . RPN
. ;71 At the present time there are more than 500 Bur-
b IS eau of Indian Affairs and 1500 tribal law enfor-
i cement  personnel serving on  Indian Reservations.
® - v"wg‘ Many of them are women who serve as judges or 1
Lo zJ police officers. : '
' IR If we are to better safeguard our communities
- & . . . -
o oo y and maintain the honor cf our heriiage, the Indian ;
P - Police and Tribal Courts must continue to upgrade -
ba ) - R . . . . . 2
i o o o their services by improving the quality and efficiency
! BERTEE of their work
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. .
S , any other container not in active use which has a
g L Ty lateh or lock that automatically fastens when the
S N door is closed and cannot be readily apened from
- AR the inside. L
- : - - . “.’ . . . .
L - L It is against the lw to have in our possession an
P VS Ny ice box or any other container not in active ese that |
B 0. R T does not have the door removed or secured in some
- ¢ : »H manner.
o { The door must be removed from any ice box or
; other container it not i active use,
o . : The penalty for breaking this faw may be oa
0 R il seatence of thirty (30 days. or the pavment of a
: . 4 fine of one hundrad dollars ($100.000 or hoth o jai!
N ,% sentence and a fine,
: - /
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Abandoned Ice Boxes and Other Containers

We must not have in our possession an ice box or
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Abduction

We must never take a child under the age of
cighteen (18 vears from his or her homne or his or her
communty or any other place without {he

permis-
“sion of the child's Parents or guardians. We  also
mav not take a4 oman or woman from their home

against their wishes, If we
child from any place
are guilty of Ahduction,

ke a man. woman or
without proper authority, we

Abduction s breaking the Jaw,
breaking this law s I months in
tive hundred  dolbirs CSH00,000)
tence and a line.

The penaliy for
Jail or a fine of
or both a jail sen-

I

et
C o
c .
-
LT o
Abuse of Office 4
... 3
R A No “Fabal Council member or other public of. N
,_ ) S R ficial may act or pretend 10 act i an official capaci- o
: I R ool the Blackleet Iribe And knowing his or her 3
L A conduct s iHegal, subject another person 1o arrest, R!
LT Do lkf detention, scarch, seizore. mistreatment. denvy or jm- N
o " X i . . - . X
T 2 j pede another in the exercise or enjovment of anv- .
SR P ST risht. privilege  power or Imunity. guaranteed by o
® - - . . the 1968 Indian Civil Right Act.or the Consitution <4
S B and By-laws of the Blackfeet Tribe., ]
1 . LMo ’ 7
- . A Abuse of office s breaking the law, The penalty ?
R ‘3; for breaking this law s 4 il sentence  of &y ‘ ]
s § months or a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) o t g
o hoth a jail sentence and afine, 5
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Adultery

A person w
another person. either of such persons heing married

to a third person. chall be guilty of Adultery.

Adultery 1s breaking the law. The penalty for
breaking this law is a sentence 1o jail  for s1X
months or a fine of five hundred dotars (8500.00) or

5
P both a jail sentence and a fine. i
3

o,

v, R L.
e onsatial & - - -
Nl e S A i i e Ak

Sisdi Sl B

If a man or woman is married and he or she
leaves thetr wife or husband to live with another
woman or man, not their wife or husband. he or she n
has comitted Adultery.

ho shall have sexual relations with Tt
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Aiding and Abetting

Any one person who aids or coundels another
person in the commission of any act classified by
the Blackfeet Tribe as an offense is guilty of Aiding

and Abetting.

The penalty for Aiding and Abetting. may be a
jail sentence and a fine not to exceed the maximum
penalty for the offense for which he or she Aided and

Abetted.

Assault

A person who unlawfully attempts or threa-
tens to cause bodily harm or iniury to another per-

son is guilty of an offense.

A person found guilty may be sentenced to jail
for ninety (90) days or a fine of three hundred dol-
lars ($300.00) or both a sentence and a fine. If the
court so rules. the offender mayv be required to fur-

nish a bond to keep the peace.
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Assault and Battery

If one person strikes another with his hand or
some other object it is called Assaultand Rattery.

Using  physical  violence orany o act offering
violence, causing another person minor bhodily in-
jury, is second ¢2nd) degree Assault and Battery,

Using substantial physical violence orary act
offering  violence causing another - person serions
bodily injury. is first (1st) degree Assaunlt and Hat-
tery.

Assanlt and Battery s breaking the law. The
penalty for breaking this law is o sentence too jail
for six months or the pavment of a fine of five
hundred dollars (£500.000 or both a sentence aned a
fine.

o

4:2
S The violator mayv #lko be vequived o furnish a
Q, bond to keep the peace. 3
BN . . L
o A person found  guilty of first degree Assanlt ]
S and Battery may also get ninety (4 davs flat time 1
T in jal,
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violation is guilty of an Attempt.
The penalty shall be one-half ¢'2) of the max-
o . . P imum provided for the offense attempted.
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Attempted Rape

Any person who by force or violation, attempts to
rape another or assists another in an attempt to rape
another, or attempts to take advantage of anyone not
able tocontrol their conduct for whatever reason. is guilty

of Attempted Rape.

The p-(*lmll_\' for Attempted Rape is six months

in jail. a fine of five hundred dollars (3

both in jail sentence and a fine,

(’)().()(\)_ or

A person may also go to prison for rape or. in
some cases. Attempted Rape.

Any person who commits any act with the in-
tent to violate any offense as defined by the Black-
feet Law and Order Code. but fails to accomplish the

Attempts

i
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‘Bigamy
A person who marries another person while hav-
ing a husband or wife living is gu:ltv of Bigamy.

This will not apply to any person whose hus-
band or wife has been absent for seven (7) successive
years, without known to be lving. nor to any per-
son whose former marriage has been dissolved hv
any court of competent jurisdiction.

A person found guilty of Bigamy may be sen-
tenced to jail for a period of ninety (90) dd\s or pay a S
fine of one hundred eighty dollars ($180. 00) or both
a sentence and a fine. AP

Breaking and Entering

Any person who breaks into or attempts to
break into any building or property of any nature
with intent to commit a crime shall be guilty of
this offense.

If found guilty of breaking and entering vou
mayv be sentenced to jail for one hundred eighty
(180) days or a fine of ﬁ\e hundred dollars ($500.00)

or both a sentence and a fine.
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L -+ 3 Bribery

- = If we use unlawful influence to get some kind

Y of payment. to get a job, to get property. or anvthing

N for ourselves or someone else. we are guilty of
PR " 4 Bnibery. g
- Ve 5] ' o
. 3 It is against the law for any Tribal Council- ‘;3
: E man, or other candidate for office to give, or offer to . >
{ give, any money. property. services or other gain or %
‘ o advantage to another person in return for votes. 4
L 1 Any person who accepts money, property. ser- %
- vices or other pain or advantage for a promise to vote 3
3 for a Tnbal il andid: s guil A
L 5 5 or a Trbal Councilman or other candidate 15 gul- i
Y tv of accepting Bribery. Y
3 . K
° ; Briberv is breaking the law. The penalty for A
~ S breaking this law is ninety (90) days in jail or a 3
® ) : 4] three hundred dollar (8300.00) fine. or both a sen- 2
% tence and a fine. "
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® -3 Butchering
)
S i Anyv person who shall butcher hvestock for B 3
U A sale or use and fails to produce the hide. when in ! -]
- A possession of slaughtered beef, or has defaced the hide F . *}
S . R . | .
. K without a satisfactory explanation, has broken the 3
. s 3 law. S
@ - p ~ : \ . - TR o 3
' z A person found guilty of butchering may be [ - : i
S K sentenced 1o jail for one hundred eighty (1800 days, - .
. N 8 ar pay a fine of not less than three hundred dollars ) -~
(S300.00) or more than five hundred dollars £3500.00)
or both a jail sentence kg fine, ° ‘i
‘ : i ! g : =
@ -~ X Causing or Aiding Suicide 2 .3
. Tt & L
. 3 Any person who shall aid another to commit or : : ; :
& attempt to commit suicide shall be guilty of this of- o 7
_ o fense. 1
k. . i - Pk i ) . ) » PRI
AR ’ S A person found puilty ot thix offense can be
k 3 sentenced to jail for chirty (300 davs or pay a fine of 3
N - . 3
7 E one hundred dollars (100,00 or both a sentence . “o
¢ ¥ and a fine. C
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Child Abuse

Any person who commits acts of violence or
abuse on any child under the age of cighteen vears
shall be guilty of this offense. :

Any parent, guardian or other person who shall
threaten to harm a child is breaking the law.

Any parent, guardian or other person who shall
strike a child with their fists or any object that cruses
bodily harm, is guilty of Child Abuse.

A person found guilty of this offense can be
sentenced to jail for one hundred eighty (180) days.
or payv a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) or both
a jail sentence and a fine.
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Child Molestation

A person who shall entice. persuade or attempt
to persuade a child under the age of sixteen (16) vears
to enter into any vehicle, building, room. boat or
secluded place with intent to commit an ndecent
act is guilty of an offense.

It is also against the law to have possession of a
child under the age of sixteen (16) vears in any vehi-
cle. building, room. boat or sceluded place with in-
tent to commit an indecent act,

The penalty may be a jail sentence of six
months, a fine of five hundred dollars (8500.000 or
both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Communicable Disease

Tuberculosis. syphillis and gonorrhea are the
most common communicable diseases dangerous to
the public health. '

It is against the law to knowlingly expose
another person to infection.

These are bad diseases. but they can be cured with
proper treatment. It is better to see a doctor right
away and stay under a doctor’s care until the disease
is cured.
~If a person has a communicable discase and
knowinglv continues to expase other persons, he or
she is gailty of an offense.

The penalty for breaking this law is a ninety
(90) day jail sentence. a fine of three hundred dol-
lars (£300.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Compounding a Misdemeanor

Every person who has actual knowledge of &
crime and takes money, property or enters into an
agreement  or understanding  to compound or con-
ceal such crime is giilty of ap offense. We must not
withhold information or evidence, except in cases
provided for by law.

A person found guilty under the section may
get six months in jail. pay a fine of five hundred
dollars ($500.00) or both a jail sentence and o fine.

( § Conspiracy
]
d : If two or more persons plan and actually agree
, A to commit any act that ix an offense in the Black-
o 3 fert Law and Order Code. and after the agreement
. g one or more of the parties commit one or more act to
g B o carry out the plan, they are guilty of Conspiracy.
® ‘ a The penalty for Conspiraey is six months
: ’ j jadl a fine of Hve hundred dollars (500,000 or both a
e a Jail sentence and a fine.
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Contempt of Court

Any person who acts in an insulting manner
toward a Judge during court or creates a disturbance

in the courtroom is guilty of Contempt.

Any mishehavior, willful neglect or

violation
of duty by a Judge. Attorney, Spokesman, Clerk.

Police Officer or other person, is guilty of Contempt.

The penalty for Contempt is six

months in

jail, a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) or hoth a

jail sentence and a fine.

age.

Any person who knowingly causes. encourages.

Contributing to the Delinquency of a Minor
A minor is a child under eighteen (i8) vears of

allows or advises a child under the age of eighteen
(18) vears to commit any offense as defined by the

Blackfeet Tribal Law and Order Code is guilty of

Contributing.

We should net give bovs and girls anvthing to

drink that will make them drunk and dicorderly.

We should not keep them out after curfew or take

them to any place where there is unlawful or un-

healthy activities.

The law savs that we must not do anvthing that

contributes to the delinqueney of a minor.

The penalty for Contributing *is six months in
Jail, a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.000 or bhoth a

fine and a jail sentence.
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Criminal Negligence

Any person who recklessly endangers the safe-
tv of others, is guilty of an offense,

For example. to shoot a rifle in a pepulated
arca, in total disregard for the safety of others is
Criminal Negligence.

The penalty for Criminal-Negligence s a jail
sentence of ninety (90) davs, a fine of three hundred
dollars ({300,000 or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Criminal Trespass — Buildings

It is against the law for any person to enter or
seeretly remain in any building.  or  separately
secured or occupied portion. without expressed permis-
sion of the owner or legal custodian.

It is against the lav for any person 1o enter any
building without the permission of the owner or cus-
todian.

It is also against the law to sceretly remain in
any building.

The penalte for vielation of this effense s a
Jail sentence of sixty (601 day, a fine of two hundred
dollars (3200,00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.
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It is against the law for us to enter, remain =
; R upon or cross over private lands, if the owner or per- E
S L sons in control of such lands refuses to give permis- R
v - . " ston to do so. s
g ' o 3 The penalty for land trespass may be sixty (6(0 -
. e . : ,
- § days in jail, a fine o .wo hundred dollars ($200.00) g
: AT o or both a jail sentence and a fine. 3
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Criminal Trespass -— Lands

It is against the law for any person to enter,
remain upon or cross over any private lands where
the owner or occupant has posted No Trespass or no-
tice has been reasonably communicated.
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Cruelty to Animals

To wantonly and maliciously

inflict
suffering or death upon any animal is against the

pain,

g
- law. 5
& AR _ ) X K . 3
e IR If we beat a dog or other animal with a stick or ‘ 1_3
) : L club, causing them to suffer pain., we are Guilty of
) 4 Cruelty to Animals. ; ,
[ . - . ; A person found guilty of being cruel to 3
o . , animals may receive thirty (30) davs in jail, a fine ¥
; o '_'3 of one hundred dollards ($100.00) or both a jail sen- j
3 B TS tence and a fine. 3 e
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Curfew

It is against the law for anv child under the age
of eighteen (18) vears to be on the streets, highways or
in any public place on the Blackfeet Indian Re-
servation after curfew  hours without competent
aduit supervision.

[t is also against the law for any adult person
to allow children under the age of eighteen (18)
vears to be on the streets, highwavs or in any public
place after curfew hours.

Curfew hours on the Blackfeet Indian Reserva-
tion are the hours between 11:00 pom. and 5:00 a.m.

The penalty for curfew vielation may be thirty
(30) davs in jail. a fine of one hundred dollars
($100.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Cutting Fence or Opening Gates

It is against the law to leave a gate open on
someone elses property. It is also against the law to
destroy or. carry away any gate, or cut or destroy
anvones fence.

The penalty for cutting fence and leaving
ates open may be thirty (300 days in jail. a fine of
one hundred dollars ($100.00) or beth a jail sen-
tence and a fine.
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Defacing Official Signs

We must not pull down or deface anyv official
sign of the Blackfeet Tribe. State or Federal
Government, or any advertisement authorized by
law,

To pull down or deface any official sign is
against the law. The penalty may be a jail sen-
tence of thirty (30) davs. a fine of one hundred dol-
lars (8100.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Desertion and non-Support oef Children

Any parent or guardian who shall desert. will-
fully neglect, or refuse to provide food for the sup-
port of a child under the age of eighteen (18) vears is
guilty of breaking the law.

Parents or guardians must not leave children
alone. They should also have good food for them to
eat and a warm place for them to stay.

The penalty for breaking this law mayv be a
jail sentence of ninety (90) days. a fine of threc
hundred dollars ($300.00) or both a jail sentence
and a fine.
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Destruction of Evidence

If we willfully and knowingly destroy or
withhold any evidence that could be used in any
trial, we have broken the law.

Evidence needed in a court hearing should not
be destroyed without permission of the court. If we
destrov any evidence without permission, we are
guilty of breaking this law.

The penalty for breaking this law is sixty (60)
days in jail, a fine of two hundred dollars {$200.00)
or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Disobedience of Lawful Orders of the Court

If we receive a paper saving we must appear in
Court. we must do so.

The paper we receive may be a summons or a
subpoena that will tell us to appear in Court on a
certain date at a certain time. If we do not appear, we
are breaking this law.

We mav also receive a Court Order that will
tell us to do something, or not do something. If we
do not do what the paper tells us, we are disobeving
a Court Order.

The paper we receive may say the Police Officer
has a right to take certain property. We must obey
instructions that are given to us in the paper. If we
do not obey these instructions, we are breaking the
law.

The penalty for breaking this law is six months
in jail, a fine of five hundred dollars (3500.00) or
both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Disorderly Conduct

A public place is where people gather for talk,
for work, for entertainment or for worship. This may
be a church, place of business. basketball game.
store, picnic grounds. Indian celebration or it may
be on the streets of a town or village.

When we are in public places, we should be
careful of what we say or do. We should not talk
loud. use vulger language or cuss.

If we fight or threaten to fight, we are guilty of
Disorderly Conduct.

The penalty for breaking this law is a jail sen-
tence of ninety (90) davs, a fine of three hundred
dollars ($300.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Disposing of Property of An Estate

When someone who owns property dies, there
must be a hearing to determine who shall receive

e

_ the property, or how it will be divided.
} It is against the law for any person without
- proper authority to use, sell. trade. transfer or other-
wise dispose of the property before the courts deter-
> mine how it will be divided.
The penalty for breaking this law is a jail sen-
3 tence of ninety (90) days. a fine of three hundred
3 dollars ($300.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.
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p

ution of Alcohol, Marijuana 8
or Drugs to Children

The law savs no person shall sell. trade or
give away to any child under the age of eighteen (18)
years, any alcoholic beverages. marijuana. drugs. in-
halents. or any harmful substance.

We should not sell. trade or give any boy or
girl alcohol, marijuana  or other substance that
will make them drunk. sick or harm them In any
way. '

The penalty for breaking this law is six months
in jail. a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) or
both a jail sentence and a fine.

Distrib

Drawing or Uttering Instructions
Without Funds or Credit

We must not write a check or order payment of
money upon any bhank unless we are sure we have
enough money n our account for payment in full
of such check or order. upon its presentation.

It is against the law to write a check for a greater
amount of money than we have on deposit in the
bank.

The penalty for breaking this law may be a
jail sentence of sixty (60) days, a fine of two hundred
dollars (8200.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Embezzlement :
If we have lawful custody of or are taking care
of another persons property and use it to make

‘money for ourselves. we  are. guilty  of  Embez-

zlement.

Embezzlement  shall  also include  spending g
minors funds, by parents or guardians, for other
than the purpose of which the funds were placed in
their custody. Money intended for food and cloth-
ing. for example, cannot be used to buy a car.

Embezzlement s breaking the law. The pen-
alty for breaking this law is six months in jail a

fine of five hundred dollars (500,000 or both a jail

sentence and a hine.

Escape

If we run away from a Police Officer or il or
try to run away from a Police Officer or jail after we
have been arrested. we are guilty of Escape.

If we assist another person to run awayv, or try 1o
run awayv from a Police Officer or 1ail after being ar-
rested. we have caused or helped to cause Escape.

To cause or help to cause Escape is breaking the
law. The penalty for breaking  this law  is six
months in jail, a fine of five hundred dollars
{$500.00 or hoth a jeil sentence and a fine,
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Extortion

If we force or compei another person to give
property or money o ourselves or 1o another person
by threatening to hurt someone. cause damage to
property, accuse another person by, threatening to
hurt someone, cause damage to property, accuse
another of a crime. expose a secret, subject some per-
son to hatred. contempt or ridicule, we are guilty of
Extortion.

The penalty for extortion is six months in jail.
a fine of five hundred dollars (3500.000 or both a jail
sentence and a fine.

Failure to Report or Control a Fire

We are breaking the law if we do not mmmedi-
atelv report a fire that is endangesing life and/or
property.

A person found guilty of Failure to Report may
be sentenced to thirty (30 davs in jail a fine of one
hundred dollars (100,000 or both a Idll sentence
and a fine. :
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S Failure to Send Children to School -
R ) . - i
. If we have children. or have children living j
with us, we must send them to school. F ‘ {
et ji All children between the ages of six and  six- ' il 3
' N teen (16) must go to school. A sixteen {16) vear old 3
B must also have completed the eighth (8th) grade. =
L If we shall, without pood cause, neglect or ' ;
refuse to send our children to an accrediated school, i
. we have broken the law. ,%
: The penalty for breaking this law as thirty (30) 2 3
davs in jail, a fine of one hundred dollars (5100.00) §
B or both a jail sentence and a fine. g
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Failure to Support Dependent Persons

If we have dependents, we must provide a home

[ - VO BEPER

: ] for them to live in. They should have good food and Lo

. : ¢lothing. They should have a doctor's care and. ¥ 3

‘ ; medicine when needed. They should have ail the A

® - necessary care required under the laws or custom 4

R and usages of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, j

o Failure to Support Dependent Persons is hreak- =

o . ing the law. The penalty for breaking this law s -

N “ . . . . e

: R ninety (90) davs in jail. a fine of three hundred dol- N

L A Lars (3300.00) or both a tail sentence and a fine. o S IR
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False Alarm

We must not  knowingly  turn in a  False
Alarm to a fire department. police station. am-
bulance service or other emergency service dealing
with emergencies involving  danger to  life  and
property.

False Alarms are apainst the law. The penalty

for False Alarms is thirty (300 davs in jail. a fine of

one hundred dollars (5100001 or both a jail sen-
tence and a fine. :

False Arrest

If we tell lies about another person and cause
him or her to be arrested . detimned or nimprisoned. we
are puilty of causing False Arrest,

False Arrest is breaking the law. The penalty
for breaking this Jaw is a jail sentence of ninety
(%)) davs. a fine of thiee hundred dollars (8300.00) or

both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Firing Timber

If we set fire to anv timber. woods. meadow.
marsh. field or prairie. without a lawful permit to do
<o under controlled condittons, we are breaking
the law.

If we get a permit from the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs or the Blackfeet Tribe to burn timber, woods, or
grass. a truck with a water pump miust stand-by in

order to keep the fire under control. Other control

methods may also be used.

The penalty for breaking this Law s six months
in jail. a five hundred dollar €3500.00) fine. or both
a jail sentence and a fine.
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Fish and Game Violation

If we fail to obey the Fish and Game Laws adopt-.

ed by the Blackfeet Tribe we are breaking the law.

The penalty for breaking these laws may bhe a

jail sentence of ninety (90) days, a fine of three.

hundred dollars ($300.00) or both a jail sentence
.and a fine, :

The Tribal Court mayv also confiscate  all
equipment used to obtain such fish or game illegal-
Iv, including fishing equipment, guns. boats. etc.

Flag — Desecration Thereof

It s against the law to publiclv mutlate,
deface or defile an official Flag. Color or Ensign of
the United States, of anv State. Countv, Nation. the

Blackfeet Tribe or the Blackfeet Tribal Business :
Council. -
If we place or cause to be placed any mark. ?
word or design, or display a Flag. Color or Ensign o
in an insulting manner, we are guilty of breaking .
this law. L
N i
The penalty for breaking this law mav be a
jail sentence of thirty (30) davs, a fine of one :
hundred dollars (8100.00) or bu:h a jail sentence 3
and a fine. :
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Forgery and Counterfeiting

If we sign another persons name to any paper.
alter or counterfeit any written instrument or cur-
rency, we are guilty of breaking this law.

If we change any writing or add any writing to
any legal paper such as contract agreements, per-
mits or checks in order to cheat people. or if we pass
as genuine a forged or counterfeit check  or
document of any kind, we have broken this law.

The penalty for breaking this law is six months
in jail, a five hundred. dollar (%500.00) fine or both a
jail sentence and a fine.

Fraud

If we lie to another person about anvthing we
wish to sell such as a car, a horse. a cow or property.
we are guilty of Fraud.

If we use false weights or measures that will
weigh or measure more or less to cheat people. we are
guilty of Fraud.

If we collect money for something we do not
have or may not be ours to sell. we are puilty of
Fraud. .

The penalty for Fraud may be a jail sentence of
«ix_months. a fine of five hundred dollars (3500.00)
or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Gambling

Anvone who operates or participates inoany
game of chance or lottery not approved by the
Blackfeet Tribal  Business Council. except  tradi-
tional games, such as handgame, are breaking a
tribal law.

Unlawful Gambling iz breaking the law. The
penalty for breaking this Law s six months in jml,
4 fine of five hundred dollars (£500.000 or both a il
sentence and a fine.
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Indecent Exposure

Any person who willfully eaposes his or her
sexual organs to public view under circumstances
in which he or she knows. or should know. such
conduct 18 likely to offend another. is breaking a
tribal law,

The penalty for Indecent Exposure s a iail
sentence of thirty (30) davs, a fine of one hundred
dollars (S100.0(0) or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Inhaling Toxic Vapors

Any person who inhales the fumes of paint,
glue. gas or any other toxic product for the purpose of
becoming intoxicated is guilty of breaking this law.

The penalty for breaking this law is a jail sen-

“tence of sixty (68) davs., a fine of two hundred dol-
lars (200,000 or both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Injury to Public Property 3
If we willfully or mischievously injure. de- ~ 3
stroy or deface any building or other property of the
Blackfeet Tribe. the United States Government. B
State of Montana or any ¢ity or county property. we L
are guilty of breaking the law. T
If we deface or write upon any walls or injure or B
destrov any trees. fence., soil or pavement thercof, we "
are guilty of Injury to Public Property. i
The penalty for Injury to Public Property is a "
: 3 jail sentence of sixty (60) davs, a fine of two hundred K
o - ] dolars (8200001 or both a jail sentence and a fine. P
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Interfering With An Officer

If we willfully prevent or attempt to prevent,
or in anv way interfere. obstruct., hinder or impair
the efforts of a Law Enforcement Officer to arrest
any person, or otherwise carry out his or her official
duty. we are guilty of Interfering With An Officer.

The penalty for this law is six months in jail. a

sentence and a fine.
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Libel and Slander
Any person who, with the intent to harm the

. LT reputation of another person, willfully writes a

, . ' s falsehood or speaks a falsehood about another per-
o son knowing the same to be untrue. shall be guil- i
® . ‘ ty of the offense of Libel and Slander. &

The penalty for breaking this law may be
ninety (90) davs in jail, a three hundred dollar
($300.00) fine, or both a fine and a jail sentence.
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R N Liquor Violation ] "
.‘?3 ) .=
DI We must not sell. barter. transport. make. or , -
g intend to sell any alcoholic beverage unless we Jé
- o have a legal license or permit from the Blackfeet 4
P L Tribal Business Council to do so. ¥
. ; . - 3
: 3 If we make alcoholic beveragesand try tosell them to
, someone else, we are breaking the law. 3
i -
E . . . . s 3
L A person found guilty of Liquor Violation may 41
3 be sentenced to jail for sixty (60) davs, a fine of two P
. . ) -
] hundred dollars ($200.00) or both a jail sentence : . ,;i
_ N and a fine. ' =
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Littering
If we discard any trash. debnis, garbage or other
refuse anywhere on the Blackfeet Indian Reserva-
tion. including roadways, campgrounds, waterways
or any public place. except in a public waste dispo-
cal grounds, designated by the Blackfeet Tribal
Business Council, we are guilty of Littering.
The penalty for Littering may be a jail sen-
tence of thritv (30) davs. a fine of one hundred dol-
lars ($100.00) or hoth a jail sentence and a fine.

Livestock Trespass

If we own or have control of cows, horses or
other livestock, we must not allow them to cross
over or feed upon any Tribal or individually owned
lands without an approved authorization or use ar-
rangement.

If we allow our horses or cows to eat grass on
land belonging to another person, without permis-
sion, we have broken the law.

The penalty for breaking this law may be a
jail sentence of sixty (60) days, a fine of two hundred
dollars ($200.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Maintaining A Public Nuisance

If we endanger the health and safety of other
people by neglecting or permitting an  unhealthy
or hazardous condition to exist upon any property
under our control. we are pguilty of maintaining a
Public Nuisance,

If we do not keep our houses. barns, toilets and
vards clean, we may cause people to become sick.

If we allow our property to become unsafe. by

not making necessarv repairs to remove a hazardous

condition. we are guilty of breaking the law.

The penalty for breaking this law may be thir-
tv (30) davs in jail, a fine of one hundred dollars
($100.00) or both a jatl sentence and a fine.

Malicious Gossip

We should not say or print slanderous remarks
or falsely accuse anvone of anvthing.

If we defame the character of any person by
making up lies about them. we are guilty of
Malicious Gossip.

The penalty for breaking this law is a jail sen-
tence of ninety (90) davs. a fine of three hundred
dollars ($300.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Malicious Mischief
If we disturb, deface, inure or  destroy any
property not our own. includmy domestic animals,
we are guilty of Mahcious Mischiet.
It we vandalize another persons property such as
breaking windows or cutting tires on i car. we may
he arrested for Madicious Mischiet.

The penalty for breaking this Law s a il sen- BRI

tence of ninety (90) davs. a e of three hundred
dollars (£300.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine. S

In addition to a jail sentence and a fine  the
Court may order us to pay for famages. When injury ;
or damage to property ix made by a child ander eieh- g
teen (18) vears of age. the parents or suardian may
have to pay the damages.

Marijuana ' -

If we plant and grow marijuana, sell, trade,
give away or have marijuana moour PORSCSSION, we
have broken the law.

We must not sell. trade. or give away marijuana 3

to another person. Ifowe doo we are guilty of break- ‘ o

ing this Law,

The penalty for breaking this law is six months p ,
in jail. a fine of five hundred dellars (500,000 or ,
both a jail sentence and afine. :
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Misbranding

If we put our brand on any livestock or if we
change the brand when we know the hivestock
belongs to another person, we are guilty of break-
ing this law.

If we deface or alter any brand or mark to show
ownership of anyv animal or other property not our
own, without the permission of the owner. we are
guilty of Misbranding. :

The penalty for Misbranding is a jail sentence
of ninety (90) davs. a fine of three hundred dollars
($300.00) or both a fine and a jail sentence.

Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs

‘3
. If we possess, sell, trade, transplant. manufac-
: ture or give awayv any “controlled substance” (Nar-
. cotic or Drug) we are guilty of breaking the law,
'3 If we have in our possession and attempt to
) sell, trade, or give away Narcotics or Drugs such as
opium, cocaine, codeine, heroin, .S, or mes-
Ki caline, we have broken the law.
E The penalty for breaking this law is six months
T in jail, a five hundred dollar ($500.00) fine, or both
N a jail sentence and a fine.,
; 2~
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Neglecting Dogs and Other Animals

If we own a dog or other animal and let them
run at large or wander through populated areas. we

-are guilty of this offense.

The penalty for Neglecting Dogs and Other
Animals is fifteen (15) davs in jail. a fine of fifty
dollars (850.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Obstructing Justice

Any person who does anvthing to delay or
hinder the investigation, arrest. prosecution. convic-
tion or punishment of any person for a crime 15 Ob-
structing Justice.

To hide another person. provide a weapon, trans-
portation or other means of escape. warn another of
discoverv, or give falge information to Law FEnforce-
ment Officers shall be guilty of Obstructing Justice.

The penalty for Obstructing Justice 1s  ninety

(90) davs in jail. a fine of three hundred dollars

($300.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Open Container

If we have an open bottle, can or other con-
tainer of beer. wine. liquor or other intoxicating
beverage while in, or while entering a car, truck or
other vehicle, we are guilty of the Open Container
Law.

If we drink or have any Open Container of beer,
wine or liquor on a street or roadwav we have brok-
en the law.

The penalty for breaking this Jaw is a jail sen-
tence of sixty (601 days. a fine of two hundred dol-
lars (5200.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Parental Neglect

Any parent or guardian of any minor child

under the age of cighteen (18) vears who allows the
child to become delinquent. is guilty “of Parental
Neglect, ' .

If we fail to use reasonable paremtal control
over our minor child and the child commits three
(31 or more civil or criminal acts. or has four (4) or
more traffic violations within a twelve (120 month
period. or we allow the child to become delinquent
in accordance with the Blackfeet Tribal Law and
Order Code, we have brokén the law.,

The  penalty for  Parental Neglect is a  six
month jJail sentence, a fine of five hundred dollars
(3500000 or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Perjury :

If we make a false statement while under oath.
or sign an affidavit knowing it to be false. we have
broken the law.

Persons who pive testimony in Court are placed
under oath. They swear to rell the truth, If they
make a false statement while under oath they are
puiltv of Perjury.

The penalty for Perjury is ninety (900 davs n
Jail o fine of three hundred dollars (5300000 or both
A jail sentence and a tfine,
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we do not have their permission. we have broken the o
Law. S
ERER e . - . . . 1
- - % Fhe penalty for Privacy Violation is <ix months
LN in iail. a fine of five hundred dollars. 35000t or R
- o 3 hoth a jail sentence and a fine. : .
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. Ly Prostitution
. F Rt If any man or woman grees to have sex with TR
- another for money. or offers to have sex with another -
for monev, he or she is guilty of Prostitution. ) :
o . L . . . . = 4
X If o woman invites men ta live with her for am. -
A moral purposes in exchange for money voodds or @ 7
RN propertv.she is guilty of Prostitution. 3
b : ai . 7
i Anyv man or woman aiding <uch persons to have . ]
, 3 <ex for money is also guilty of Prostitution. . «J
| s T e . . .. . . M Y
‘ A Ihe penalty for breaking this law s X months .
o 7 in jail. a fine of five hundred (3500.000 or bath a il S
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Possession of Beer or Liquor of Persons
Under Legal Age

If we are under the present legal age of nine-
teen (19) vears and we purchase. or possess any beer.
wine, ale, whiskey or liquor of any kind. we have
broken the law.

The penalty for “Ilegal Possession™ s thirty
G davs in gail. a fine of one hundred dollars

(R100.00) or bothy a jail sentence and a fine.

Privacy Violation
We must not disclose. alter. or destroy any
Tribal records without permission in writing from
the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council.
I we release information or records concerning
a Tribal emplovee, we must have their pernnssion. If
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Public Drunkeness, Drug Incapacitation I
If we are in a public place or in public view and .
annoyv people or allow ourselves to be in a condi- #
tion that may endanger our safetv or the safety of "3
. : 23
other persons or property., we are guilty of breaking %

PR * this law.
Thz penalty for breaking this law is a jail sen- ‘
- tence of thirty (30) davs, a fine of one hundred dol- 3
- e lars ($100.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine. k
. ‘ Instead of a jail sentence or a fine. the Court i
: may also order the person arrested to attend meet- o
Lt ings or programs about alcohol and drugs. E
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Receiving Stolen Property

If we buy, receive, hide or aid another in hiding
stolen or illegally obtained property. we are guil-

ty of breaking this law.

The penalty for breaking this law is a jail sen-
tence of ninety (90) davs, a fine of three hundred
dollars ($300.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Recklessly Endangering Another Person

If we ac' in a reckless manner and place
another person in danger of death or serious mjury,
we have broken the law.

If we shoot a gun in an area near people. at a
picnic or an Indian Celebration. we are guilty of :
breaking this law.

The penalty of breaking this law is a jail sen- .
tene of ninety (90) dayvs. a fine of three hundred dol-
lars (%300.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Refusing to Aid An Cfficer

If we are eighteen (18) vears of age or older and a
police officer asks us to help him arrest another per-
son. we must do so. If we refuse to help an officer, we
are breaking the law,

The penalty for breaking this law is thirty (3
davs in jail, a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00)
or both a jail sentence and a tine.

Registration of Dogs

If we own a dog. we must pav the Blackfeet
Tribe a registration fee of two dolars (82.00), Before
we can buy the registration tag for our dog. we must
prove it has been vaccinated for rabies.

Upon pavment of the $2.00 fee at the Blackfeet
Tribal office or Tribal jail. your dog will receive a
registration tag that must be worn at all times,

Any dog not wearing a registration tag attached
to a collar. if found running around. may  be
picked up by the Police and be disposed of by order of
the Tribal Court.

The penalty for breaking this law mayv be a five
(h day jail sentence. a fine of twenty-five ($25.00)
dollars, or both a jail sentence and a tine.
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A Removal of Antiquities

If we remove, dig for, injure or destroy any histor-
jical, pre-historical ruin, monument or any object of
antiguity without proper authority. we have broken
the law. _

The penalty for breaking this law is ninety
(90) davs in jail, a fine of three hundred dollars
($300.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine. 4

Removal of Landmarks and Etec.

Any person who shall, without proper authority,
remove. alter or destroy any boundary marker, water
landmark of any kind erected by the Blackfeet Tribe
United States Government, or any private person. is
guilty of breaking this law.

The penalty for breaking this Jaw i thirty (30
davs i dail a fine of one hundred dollars (S100.00)
or both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Resisting Arrest

If we are arrested by anv officer of the law, or
person duly authorized to assist and refuse to submit
to lawful arrest, we are guilty of Resisting Arrest.

If we are arrested by an officer and break away
from him or her, strike such officer with fists or
weapon or offer resistence in any way, we have brok-
en the law,

The penalty for breaking this law mayv be a
jail sentence of six months, a fine of five hundred
dollars (3500.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.

If we hurt or injure an officer in any wav. we
may have to go to prison.

Shoplifting

Anyv person who takes anyv goods offered for sale
by a store and who acted with intent to remove the
goods from the store without paving, is breaking the
law.

We must not hide or attempt to hide any goods
offered ftor sale. on one’s self or among one's
belongings.

If we hide or attempt to hide any goods on one’s
self or among one’s belongings, it will mean that
we intend to take the goods from the store without
paving and we will be breaking the law,

The penalty for shoplifting is ninety (90) davs
in jail. a fine of three hundred dollars ($300.00) or
both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Telephone Abuse

If we make a telephone call to annther with
intent to annov or alarm another person we are

guilty of breaking thiz law.

We must  not make a telephone call to

-anvone and make threats challenges insults  or

use dirtv language and curse. We alzo should not
make telephone calls 1o anvone during late hours
without good reason. If we do all of these things we
are breaking the law.

The penalty for breaking this law i= a 1ail sen-
tence of thirty 13 davs a fine of one hundred dol-
lars 1210000 or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Theft

If we take possess or exercise unlawful contrel

COVEr propertyv not our own. {or the purpose to deny

the owner of lawful possession or control we have
broken the law.

We should never take anvthing that doe: not
belong to us without permission of the owner. If we
do we are breaking the law.

Theft iz breaking the law, The penalty iz =ix

ras

o months in jail a fine of five hundred doliars
oo . (330w h or both a jail sencence and a fine.
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Threat or Intimidation

If we threaten harm to another person in order
to influence their decision. opinion. recommenda-
tion, vote or other exercise of discretion as a Tribal
employee or voter. or to influence a Tribal coun-
cilman or other Tribal official to violate any pub-
lic duty. we have broken the law. :

If we threaten a councilman, law enforcement
official or a judge for the purpose of interfering with
or influencing  the performance of  any  official
duty, we are guilty of breaking this law.

The penalty for breaking this law is six months
in jail. a fine of five hundred dollars (2500000 or
hoth a jail sentence and a fine.

Unauthorized Use of Property, Including Vehicles

If we. without proper pe mission or authority, use
or injure any property of another. we have broken
the Law,

If we drive or occupy another persons  au-
tomohile.  motorevele, mini bike, motor boat  or
snowmobile, without the permission of the owner,
we are guilty of Unauthorized Use of Property.

The penalty for breaking this faw is six months
in jail. a fine of five hundred dollars (3500.00) or
both a jail sentence and a fine,
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Use of Firearms by Children Prohibited

It is against the law for anyv parent. guardian or
other person having custody or control of any mi-
nor child under the age of thirteen (13) vears. to per-
mit such a child to carry or use in public. a firearm of
any description except when such child is in the
company of. and under the direct control of a par-
ent, guardian or other authorized person.

No child under thirteen (13) vears of age may
carrv or shoot a fircarm, unless under the direct con-
trol or supervision of a parent, guardian or other
authorized adult.

The penalty for breaking this law is a jail sen-
tence of thirty (30) dayvs, a fine of one hundred dol-
lars ($100.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine,
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Violation of a Tribal Ordinance

Any person who violates a Tribal Ordinance
for the peace. safety, health or orderly development

of the Blackfeet Indian Reservation and its

members, is guilty of breaking the law.

The penalty for breaking this law 1s a jail sen-
tence of six months. a fine of five hundred dollars
($500.00) or both a jail sentence and a fine.

Violation of Unemployment Compensation Laws

If we make a false statement or representation

-under unemployment compensation laws, we have

hroken the law,

If we fail to disclose facts to obtain or increase
any benefit under such laws, or under any em-
plovment security law of any State, Territory, or
Federal Government, for ourselves or for another
person, we have broken the law.

The penalty for breaking this law is thirty (30)
davs in jail, a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00)
or both a jall sentence and a fine,

The court may also order us to pav back any
money we received by making a false claim.

Weapons, Carrying Concealed

It is against the law for us to carry a dangerous
weapon hidden upon one's self.

A dangerous weapon may be a pistol or other
firearm.  explosive  device, switchblade., metal
knuckles, blackjack, chain  or any instrumont
that can cause harm to others.

The penalty for breaking this law is sixty (60)
days in jail, a fine of two hundred dollars ($200.00)
or both a jail sentence and a fine,

Most police officers have permits to carry con-
cealed firearms,
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Weapons,'vFiring‘

If we shoot a gun within a town or settled com-
munity, including housing projects -or any other
place on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation, with
total disregard for human life or property. includ-
ing livestock, we have broken the law. '

The penalty for breaking this law is sixt)_./ (60)
days in jail, a fine of two hundred dollars ($200.00)
or both a jail sentence and a fine.
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Appeals

The Court of Appeals shall consist of five (5)
Justices selected from the adult membership of the
Blackfeet. Tribe, by the Blackfeet Tribal Business
Council. ’

Court of Appeals shall have jurisdiction to
review final orders, commitments and judgements
of the Blackfeet Tribal Court.

On each appeal. each case shall be tried anew.
except for questions of fact submitted to a jury in the
trial court. There shall be no jury in the Court of
Appeals.

In a criminal case. the Court of Appeals may
affirm or reverse the judgement of the trial court,
may order a new trial, or may increase or decrease
any sentence.

In a civil case, the Court of Appeals may affirm,
maodify or reverse any judgement. decree or order of
the tral court and mayv remand the case and order a
new trial. or mayv direct the entry of an appropriate
judeement. decree or order, or require such other ac-
tion or further proceedings as may be just in the cir-
cumsiances. A decision must be by a majority vote of
the panel of at least three (3) judges to hear the case.
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Civil A

Civil actions or complaints can be filed n
Tribal Court.

A complaint or action shall consist of a ver-
ificd statement of claim which may be entered upon
a claim form provided by a clerk of the Blackfeet
T'ribal Court.

A divorce, adoption or a guardianship hearing 1<a
Civil Action.

A claim that someone has damaged vour proper-
tv and vou wish for them to pay for such damages or
i someone has  taken  property belonging to vou
and. vou wish them to pay for yvour Joss. vou may file
a Civil Claim requesting what relief is being souzht,
including money judgements,

The Tribal Court requires we pay a small filing
fee for all Civit Actions.

A judgement in Civib Aetions or claitm< may be
determined by s judge or oa jury. st in all
Criminal Actions,

It anyv party duly served with a notice to appear
at o Civil Hearing fails to appear. the court mav
enter the appropriate  default judgement granting
reliet or dismiss the eose.

No judgement of the court for monev shall he
enforceable after five 5y vears from the date of entry,
unless  the  judeement  shall have been reneaed
hefore the date of expivation by filing a renewed stat-

% ment with the Tribal Court and it has sranted re-
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Dependent and Neglected:Children

Termination of Parent — Child Relationship

Purpose: The purpose of this section of the Tribal
Law and Order Code is to provide for voluntary or in-
voluntary severance of a parent-child relatmnshlp
and for a substitution of parental care and supervi-
sion, by the judicial power of the Blackfeet Tribal
Court. which will safeguard the rights and interests
of all parties concerned.

The philosophy  shall  be  wherever  possible,
familv life should be strengthened and preserved.
and that the issue of severing parent-child relation-
ship is of such vital importance as to require a
judicial - determination  in place  of  attempts  at
severance by contractual  arrangements. expressed
or unphvd for the surrender or relinquishment of
children. This judicial action is intended primarily

for those situations where other judicial remedies ap-

pear inappropriate or have proven ineffective.

Adoption

Purpose: The purpose of this section of the Code is
to protect the rights and promote the welfare of In-
dian children, natural  and adoptive parents. The
Rlackfeet  Tribal Court shall have jurisdiction  to
hear. pass upon and approve d])pll( ations for family
adoption or by members of the Tribe. Upon proper
determination by the court, such adoption shall be
hinding and conclusive.

The Tribal Court shall have jurisdiction to hear
and wrant adoption petition for any child under the
age of eighteen (18) years. The adoption of a child
will not be granted by the Tribal Court of a child
twelve (129 vears or older. without the childs con-
senl given in court or in writing,
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Dissolution of Marriage

Divorce

Marriage can be dissolved only by:
1)The death of the husband or wife.

2)The judgment of a court of competent juris-
diction decreeing a divorce to the parties.

Causes for Divorce

Divorces may be granted for the following

causes:

1) Adultry

21 Fxtreme Cruelty
3) Willful Desertion
4) Willful Neglect

5) Habitual Intemperance
6) Conviction of a Felony

71 Irreconcilable Differences

8) When either husband

manently insane.

Custody of children,

or wife becomes

child support

per-

money,

alimony and the division of property will be deter-
mined by the court and will be listed in the final

divorce decree.
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Dnimestic Relations

The Domestic Relations section of the Black- ¥
feet Law and Order Code covers the following:

Marriage

Consent alone will not constitute a Marriage.
It must be followed by a solemnization or by mu-
tual assumption of marital rights, - duties and  ob-
ligations. A marriage may also, by mutual consent 3
of both parties, be initiated and consumated accord-
ing to Tnbal customs and traditions,
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Common Law Marriage :
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394

Will not be recognized by the Tribal Court.

Marriage Between First Cousins

It is apainst the law.

Recognition of Foreign Marriages

Al nuornages contracted  ontside the Reserva-
tion which would be valid by the laws of the State or
Country in which the marriage was contracted. are
vahid in the jurisdiction  of the Blackfeet  Tribal
Court.

By Whom Solemnized

The marriage may be solemnized by any judge
of the Iribal Court. any judge or public official

whose powers include =olemnization of marriage, or SRR
any . mode  of  solemnization  recognized by oanv S 4
Religious Denomination, Indian Nation, ‘Tribe or : )

Native Group.

Form of Ceremony R

N . . . . &

No ceremoney of marriage is required. but the ;
man and woman must declare in the presence of } )
the person solemnizing the marriage that they take ] ;
each other as man and wife. . ‘
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Factors in Determining Sentences

Before passing sentence. the court will consider
the defendants previous conducet and record circum-
stances under which the offense was committed, if
the act was malicious or willful and  the defen-
dants resources and needs of dependants,

Heirship and Probate
Jurisdiction

Foxeent for Trast and Restricted land subject to
the United States, the Blackfeet Tribal Court shall
have junsdiction to _appoint administrators, deter-
mine heirs appoint executors. determine the vahidity
of wills and te probate the estates and wills of any
member of the Tribe with respect to personal proper-
v oand  nonarestricted  or - no-trust real s property
located on the Blackfeet Indian Reservation.

Housing

The Blackfecor Tndian Housing Authority of the
Blickteer Tribe wis cprented by the Blackfeer Pribal
Business Conneil 1o be the administracors of - all
public housing progroms on the Reservation. tha
was obtained under v tvpe ol Federal Housing
Program and Urban Development and is o elassified
as pubhic houzing ora Pubhe Housing Program.
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Juvenile Code
Juvenile Court

The Blackfeet Tribal Court and any Tribal
Court Judge, when exercising jurisdiction over juven-
ile matters, shall be known as the “Juvenile
Court.” *“Juvenile’ or *“Child” shall mean any
male or female, under the age of eighteen (18) years.

Delinquent Child

Shall mean any juvenile who violates any
laws or ordinances in the Blackfeet Law and Order
Code, or is uncontrollable by parents or guardian.

When the interests of justice can best be served. a
juvenile fifteen (15) vears or older may be tried as
an adult.

Hearing in Juvenile Court

In all cases, a juvenile shall have the right to
a spokesman and/or a  counselor. All matters
will be heard n private chambers in an informal
manner.

Only  parents, guardians, counselors or repre-
sentatives  for the  juvenile. a probation officer,
juvenile officer. arresting officer. or with the permis-
sion of the court, persons having direct interest in
the matter may be in attendance.
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Commitments and Control

upon the juvenile, such as:

"The Juvenile Court shall have broad powers in
regards to any commitments or control

it may impose

1. Placed in care of parents without supervision

of Probation or Juvenile Officer.

2. Placed on probation, supervised by ‘a Juvenile

or Probation Officer. or any person of a good

moral character.

3. Placed in custody of a guardian appointed by

the court.
4. Placed in a school or institution.

5. In some cases to spend time in jaill or a

juvenile detention facility.

The court may suspend the juveniles drivers

license because of highway violations.

When arrested, a juvenile may

be placed in

such custody as the Probation or Juvenile Officer di-
rects. After a juvenile is placed in custody. s reason-
able attempt must be made to notify the parent or

guardian.

Records of the Juvenile Court

The court shall maintain a

record of all

juvenile hearings in records labeled "Records of the
Juvenile Court.” The records of the hearings shall
not be open to public inspection and the names of
juvenile offenders shall not be released to the pub-

lic.
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Land Exchange
Authority to Exchange Tribal Land

The Blackfeet Tribe mav  exchange  certain

CPribal lands belonging to the Blackfeet Tribe. for

other land belonging to members of the Blackfeet
Trnbe.

The tand exchange must be approved by the See-
retary of the Interior of the United States in con-
formance with certaim regulations contiined in Ti-
tle 25, United States Codel provided:

A. That the land exchange for Fribal land 1x of

equal value to that of the Tribal land in

question: and

I3 That the tand exchanged for Tribal land is
cither alloted  land  held i Trust for a
member of the Tribe, by the United States
Governmeat or land held in Fee Patent. by
amember or members of the Blacklfeet Trihe,

No land exchange shall cut oft water or righe-
of-wav to cither Tribal Land or oo members land - bat
in the event that a vight-ofaway is neeeded 1 such an
exchange  sueh right-ofaway s<hall be nevoriged and
contained i the exchange agreement,

First priovity <shall bhe viven 1o exchanaes which
witl benefit a0 members hivelthood and or which
<hall consolidate certain tracts of Tribat Fand.
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9 Medical Examination and Care
v Fhe court may refer to o medienl and or a0 psye
d . | chintrie  Ewility for  examination  and  treatiment. ,
- 3 any per<on whom the court has reazon to hehieve s
" in necd of <uch examimation and or treatment, .
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Motor Vehicle Code of Laws
The laws. rules and regulations governing the
- operation of cars. trucks, busses, motoreveles and
- mini-bikes  on highways on the Blackfeet Indian )
- Reservation are the same as those ol the State of 3
S Montana. L
R . . . . . L P
. . If we drive a vehicle while under the influence
S e T of aleohol or drugs. drive i a reckless manner or i
e drive without a valid drivers license, we are breaking 3
3 the faw.,
3 The maximum penalty for breaking any of the
] motor vehicle laws s six. months in jail. a fine of
T e five hundred dollars ($500.00) or both il =en-
® L ¢ tence and a fine. We may also have our drivers
s o} . . . .
o 2 license taken from us by the court and owr driving
N o privileges suspended.
> : We must also have liability insurance for our
: B vehicles, hefore we can buy a vehicle heense, S
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Nature and Kinds of Sentences

Any person wh: has been convicted by the
Blackfeet Tribal Court on any offense included in
the Tribal Law and Order Code, mav be sentenced to
one or a combination of the following penalties:

1. A jail sentence not to exceed the maximum -
penalty permitted by the code provision
defining the offense. which in no case. will :
be greater than six months. -

2. A money fine in an amount not to exceed the
maximum permitted by the code provision
defining the offense. which in no case be -
greater than five hundred dollars (£500.00). -

3. Labor for the benefit of the Tribe.

4. Rehabilitative measures. . =

In addition to or in lieu of penalties provided .
above. the court may require a convicted oftender to ; L
pay for injury to another person or property.
Payvment may be in the form of monev or perfor-
mance of any act for the benefit to the injured party.
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Parking, One-Way Street, Through Streets
and Speed Limits

These laws apply only in the city of Browning.

The maximum penalty is thirty (30) davs in
jail. a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) or both
a jail sentence and a fine.

Parole

Any person sentenced to sixty (60 davs or more
in the Tribal Jail and who shall have served one-
half (*2) of said sentence, can be released from jail
by the Board of Pardons after a hearing. They will
also be released under restricted conditions.
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About the Author

Dan Gilham, Sr., an enrolled member of the Bt
Blackfeet Tribe, married Jewel Salois in 1948. They
have ten children, eleven grandchildren, and pre-
sently live in Browning, Montana.

Mr. Gilham is a retired Civil Service em'ployee
who is presently employed as a Tribal Judge for the
Blackfeet Tribe. '

e o ket

Dan Sr. retired in the summer of 1978, while em- ]
ploved at the Blackfeet Agency. Browning, Mon- 1
tana. as the Supervisorv Criminal Investigator for : :
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Mr. Gilham has had a AT
diversified career in Law Enforcement, beginning in 3

1947, when at the age of 19 vears he became the Chief
of Police for the city of Browning. Montana. after
his discharge from the Army. Mr. Gilham was later
to become Chief of Police on the Blackfeet., Flat-
head and Ft. Belknap Reservations in Montana,
and the Ft. Hall Reservation in Idaho. He was also i
the Supervisory Criminal Investigator for the Bureau
of Indian Affairs on the Ft. Belknap. Ft. Peck. and :
Blackfeet Reservations in Montana, and the Joint
Use Administrative Office, Flagstaff. Arizona.

Mr. Gilham is a graduate of the United States
Treasury  Departments  Criminal Investigators
Academy. Washington. D.C.. and has completed a
Law Enforcement Executive Management Course,
sponsored by the University of Hlinois.

Caies

Dan Sr. has also been an Instructor at the In-
dian Police Academy of Roswell. New Mexico.
Brigham City. Utah and is a past regional Advisory
Council member of the Governors Crime Control
Commission for the State of Montana. and past Law
Enforcement Representative on a National Com-
munications Committee for the Bureau of Indian
Affairs.
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Although retired, Mr. Gilham is now working
as a judge because of his continued interest in the
improvement of the law enforcement and judicial
sorvices now available to the residents of the
Blackfeet Indian Reservation and most of all for
the young people, to whom he -has dedicated this
book.

About the Illustrator

Illustrations are by Dan Gilham Jr., an en-
rolled member of the Blackfeet Tribe from Brown-
ing, Montana.

His latest work. in this series, shows the diverse
talent and unique insight possessed by Dan. which
has enabled him to establish a reputation as an ac-
complished artist.

Dan's interest in art. beginning with his early
school vears, has remained with him throughout his
twenty-five vears.

As an aspiring artist. Dan has allowed himself
the luxurv of sampling the separate media forms
and the applications of them. :

During a two year course of studv at Rocky
Mountain College at Billings, Montana (1972-
1974) Dan realized a special interest and dedication

o

—1

. ‘; to wood-burning as a form of expression. Since that
- time he has developed and incorporated a well
rounded lifestvle, originality and an easily recog-
: A nizable sense of humor into his work.
Y 3
R - . . . .
3 Dan hopes the illustrations contained in this
SR B book will reflect a true image of each offense. thus
e K¢ creating community awareness and possible inter-
o R action between vouth groups, the police and the
T courts.
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