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wattez p. ")(Zeltthel< Sniez OentezJ, inc., detl':eit 
8731 EAST JEFFERSON AVENUE 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48214 
313-926-5365 

December 16, 1980 

Ron Rosenblum, Area Manager 
Office of Conrrnunity Anti-Crime Programs 
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration 
633 Indiana Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20531 

Dear Mr. Rosenblum: 

Enclosed is the final report on Grant No, 78-CA-AX-01?4 describi~~ the ~ccom
plisbments of the Walter P. Reuther Sen;i.or Centers Cr~me prevent~onbPro~~cti980 
This -;rogram was funded by LEAA from November 1, 1978 through Decem er, . 

the opportunity to work with LEAA in this, innovative progra~ 
We have appreciated 't 
to reduce crime and the fear of crime among older persons in our commun~ y. 

d d funds will be forwarded to LEAA. by March 31, 
Our H-1 Report and the unexpen e 
1981. 

If you need additional information, please contact our 'office at (313) 926-5365. 

Assistant Director 

"serving detroit's Ol~ citizens since 1953" 

a torch drive agency 
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OMs APPROVAL. NO. 43.R0829 

-e U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE CATEGORICAL GRANT 
'0. ~'- • LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSIHANCE ADMINISTRATION PROGRESS REPORT 

GRANTEE LEAA GRANT NO. DATE OF REPORT REPORT NO. 

Walter P. Reuthel" Senior Centers CA-AX-0104 12-19-80 9 

IMPL.EMENTING SUBGRANTEE TYPE OF REPORT 

o REGUL.AR o SPECIA L REQUEST 

[Xl FINAL REPORT 

SHORT TITL.E OF PROJECT GRANT AMOUNT 

Crime Prevention Project $353, 727 
REPORT IS SUBMITTED FOR THE PERIOD October 1 1980 THROUGH December 31, 1980 
'1(rx:o,"c, o'",c,o, IJ. :1"0 ... , · "'" 0' ",o,"c, o,",c,o, . , d~ ... ,A. ... William G. Yagerlener 

• '" '7' -- ~- Proj ect Director 
COMMENCE REPORT HERU'-r/"lnUIJ'lon pagea a. ;;q;;;;;,d.) 

OBJECTIVE If 1 : Conduct crime Erevt~nti()n activities at the three Reuther 
Senior Centers 

During this quarter workshops were conducted at each center to familiarize 
seniors with the use of the "911" telephone system for reporting crimes and 
with the use of the City's new Telephone Crime Reporting System. In December 
workshops on "Holiday Crime Prevention Tips" were conducted at each center. 

On October 17 a community conferl:nce on "Crime and the Elderly" was 
conducted in cooperation with the Gerontology Program of Wayne C~unty Community 
College. (Additional details on this conference can be found in Attachment A, 
which describes program activities during October, and in the September issue 
of the Community' Crime Prevention Newsletter, which is included in the final 
report.) 

OBJECTIVE 1/2 : Provide funding and technical assistance to four neighborhood 
organizations to carryon crime PEevention activities as 
subcontractors 

Of the four subcontractors in the second year of the Crime Prevention 
Project, only the Neighborhood East Area Residents (NEAR) failed to complete 
its objective of installing better security devices in the homes of 2.00 residentl 
During the first year NEAR provided devices for 79 of the 100 homes it had set 
as its goal. During the second year it provided devices to an additional 78 
homes, making its total for two years 157 (of 200). Additional information on 
NEAR's project are to be found in the final report of the Proj ect. 

All other subcontractors carried on their activities according to their 
action plans. 

OBJECTIVE If3: Conduct crime Erevention education and or~nizing activities at 
15 senior citizen sites 

Crime prevention workshops were conducted at 23 sites during the quarter. 

NOTE: No further monies Of' other benefits may be paid out under thia profJrBm unless this report is complet"d and filed as required by ex/atinS 
law 8nd ,_,ulalion. (FMC 74-7; Omnibus Crime Conlrol Ac' 011976). 

RECEIVED BY GRANTEE STATE PLANNING AGENCY (OIliClal) DATE 

4 . LEAA FORM 587/1 (REV. 2 77) REPLACES EDITION OF10 75WHICH IS OBSOL.ETE • " 



In an effort to reach isolated seniors who do not participate in activities 
at senior center.s, nutrition sites, and housing sites, the Crime Prevention Project 
worked with WXON-TV in producing three 30-minute television programs which were 
broadcast as part of that station's public affairs program "Senior Journal". The 
Project was also featured on WKBD-TV's news program "Detroit Today" and was praised 
for its work in an editorial which appeared in the Detroit Free Press. (A copy of 
this editorial is included in the Project's final report.) 

A comprehensive final report on the Project was prepared in December. A copy 
of this report is included with Categorical Grant Progress Report No.9. 

More detailed information on the Project's activities during the final quarter 
of the grant period can be found in the following attachments: 

Attachment A - Program Activities: October, 1980 

Attachment B - Program Activities: November - December, 1980 
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ATTACHMENT A 

PROGRAM ACTIVITIES: OCTOBER, 1980 

1. REUTHER SENIOR CENTERS 
The Project conducted a community conference on "Crime and the Elderly" on 
October 17 .. ~pproximately 120 senior citizens participated in the program, 
which included: (1) panel discussions involving representatives of the Criminal 
Justice and the Elderly Project, the WSU-UM Institute of Gerontology, the 
Detroit Police Department, and the Gerontology Program of Wayne·County Community 

-. College, and (2) workshops on crime prevention techniques conducted by the Detroit 
Police Department's Crime Prevention Section, Mini-Station Administration Unit, 
and Communications Section, and the ~ichigan Anti-Car Theft Campaign Committee. 
The cost of the conference was part.ially defrayed by contributions from businesses 
and community leaders. 

Workshops on the State of Michigan's Crime Victims Compensation Program were 
conducted at the three Reuther Senior Centers. 

4,000 copies of the Community Crime Prevention Newsletter were distributed :0 
senior centers, community agencies, neighborhood organizations, police prec1ncts 
and mini-stations, Neighborhood City Halls, and individual residents. 

2. SUBCONTRACTORS 

A. Neighborhood Information Exchange - NIE prepared and distributed 225 copies of 
two issues of The Exchan~ to neighborhood organizations and public and private 
agencies in the community. ·158 calls were logged on the telephone "hQtline". 

B. Community Resource and Assistance Center - CRAC provided 539 escorts to senior 
citizens and logged 1295 miles on the SCAT van. 

C. Latin Americans for Social and Economic Development - LA SED's Community Worker 
installed security devices in the homes of two more senior citizens and trans
lated Action Guides No. 1 and 2. 

D. Neighborhood East Area Residents - NEAR installed security devices on 5 homes 
during the month, bringing ~he total homes serviced this year to 73 and the 
total for the entire grant period to 152, 

3. OUTREACH 
Crime Prevention workshops were conducted at the following locations this month: 
the Mid-City Concerned Citizens Council, St. Stevens A.M.E. Church, the Island 
View Association, the Michigan Avenue Community Organization, St. Patrick's 
Senior Citizen Center, the Regent Park Homeowners Association, Faith Lutheran 
Church, Resurrection Lutheran Church, and the Harriet Tubman Service Center. 

The director participated in a conference on "Crime in the Central Business District" 
conducted by New Detroit, Inc. and the Webber Foundations and in a panel discussion 
at a national conference conducted by the National Institute on Police-Community 
Relations. 
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ATTACHMENT B 

PROGRAM ACTIVITIES: NOVEMBER & DECEMBER, 1980 

1. REUTHER SENIOR CENTERS 
In November, workshops were conducted at the three centers to familiarize seniors 
with the "911" emergency telephone system and Detroit's new Telephone Crime Re
porting System. The sessions were conducted by a supervisor from the Police De
partment's Communications Unit. 

In December, workshops were conducted at each center to familia;rize seniors with 
special "Holiday Crime Prevention Tips". The Project also conducted an evaluation 
survey at each center to determine if any of the center members had been victimized 
in the past two years and to determine how successful the Project had been in re
ducing their fear of crime. 

The Project worked with WXON-TV in producing three 30-minute segments of "Senior 
Journal", a public affairs program devoted to activities and issues of interest 
to senior citizens in the Detroit area. The programs were based on the eight 
"Action Guide" brochures and included presentations and discussions by the Detroit 
Police Department's Crime Prevention Section, the Department's Communications Unit, 
the Southwest Detroit Community Mental Health Services, Detroitbank Corporation, 
and the Michigan Anti-Car Theft Campaign Committee. 

3,500 copies of the final issue of the Community Crime Prevention Newsletter were 
distributed in the community. 

The Project met with a member of the City Planning Commission's staff to continue 
the development of the agency's proposal to use block grant funds in 1981 for a 
Senior Citizens Home Security Improvement Program. 

The staff arranged for the closing down of the Crime Prevention Project office on 
December 23. After that date crime prevention activities are to be handled at the 
agency's Administrative Office. 

2. SUBCONTRACTORS 
A. LA SED - LA SED's Community Worker installed security devices in the homes of 

two more senior citizens, bringing the total this year to 34 and the total. 
for both years to 39. He also prepared the agency's final report and evaluation 
of the two-year program. 

B. NIE - NIE published two issues of, The Exchange and distributed 225 copies to 
neighborhood organizations, agencies, and leaders. 116 calls were logged on 
the hotline, bringing the total this year to 1,312. 

C. NEAR - NEAR installed security devices in 5 homes in the community, bringing 
this year's total to 78 and the total for both years to 157. 

D. CRAC - CRAC provided 578 escorts to senior citizens and logged 1,639 miles on 
the SCAT van. 

3. OUTREACH 
Crime prevention workshops were conducted at the following locations: Mt. Zion 
Lutheran Church, Peoples Community Church, the Fifteenth Precinct Community Relations 
Committee, the Wayne State University East Center, Gamma Phi Delta House, Goodwill 
Community Chapel, the Snow Senior Center, Virginia Park Community Center, the Park
side Project, the Clark Park Senior Center, the Johnson Recreation Center, the 
Fairview Baptist Church, St. Patrick's Senior Cooperative Apartments, and the 
Island View Association. 
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In response to an ed~torial in the November 28 edition of the Detroit Free Press 
and ~n announce~ent 7n.The Exchange, the Project supplied copies of Crime Pre
vent~on for Sen~or C~t~zens: An Action Guide and the eight brochures to these 
gr~ups: Forest Park Citizens District Council, Wisconsin-Illinois-Kentucky Comm
un7ty Block Cl~b, Outer Drive-Chandler Park Neighborhood Council, the North Central 
NF:~ghborhood C~ty Hall, the (Flint, Michigan)Sfin~or Citizens Law Center and the 
~tzgerald Community Council. ~~~.". . ' 

On December 12, the 
"Detroit Today" and 
and the services it 

Proje?t Director was interviewed on WKBD-TV,'s news program 
e~pla~n:d. th~ a?tivitie~ of the Project since November, 1978 
w~ll st~ll I?lov~de to the community during 1981. -
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The Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers, Inc. was funded in 1978 by the Law Enforce
ment Assistance Administration to conduct an extensive crime prevention program 
to reduce both the criminal victimization of senior citizens and the fear of crime 
among older persons in Detroit. The agency's Crime Prevention Project began on 
November 1, 1978 and concluded on December 31, 1980. 

The program was funded by Grant No. 78-CA-AX-OI04 awarded by LEAA as part of its 
Community Anti-Crime Program. 

Even before the start of this program the Reuther Senior Centers, the President of 
whose Board of Directors is Odessa Komer, developed and participated in many 
activities aimed at reducing crime and the fear of crime, problems repeatedly 
noted within the agency's network of senior centers and among many community 
groups in Detroit. The organization's efforts have been based on the belief that 
only by total community involvement can real progress be made in dealing with 
these problems. The Crime Prevention Project was funded to concentrate on mobilizing 
senior citizens and others to become involved in crime prevention activities in 
their respective neighborhoods. 

l~ree types of activities were carried on: 

1. developing and coordinating crime prevention programs in the three senior 
centers operated by the organization. The centers are located at the Tindal 
Recreation Building (10301 W. Sevefl Mile Road), the eastside YMCA (10100 
Harper Avenue), and the Kronk Recreation Building (5555 McGraw); 

2. providing funding and technical assistance to six neighborhood-based groups 
which conducted specific prevention activities within their communities: 
Latin Americans for Social & Economic Development (LA SED), Neighbrohood East 
Area Residents (NEAR), the Neighborhood Information Exchange (NIE) , the 
Community Resource and Assistance Center (which operates the Senior Citizens 
Area Transit), St. John's Ukranian Catholic Church, and the Motor City Consumers 
Cooperative; 

3. an outreach program in which staff members worked with other senior centers to 
mobilize older adults who are active in smaller block clubs and neighborhood 
groups. 

This program was developed by the Reuther Senior Centers in consultation with the 
Detroit Police Department, a number of community-based organizations and service 
agencies, and concerned individuals in the community. 

The final report is divided into five sections. Section I examines the problems 
the Project was designed to address. Section II restates the goals and obj~ctives 
of the Project as they appeared in the original grant proposal and in the continu
ation proposal for the second year's operation. Section III lists the major 
activities and accomp~ishments of the Project. Section IV examines a few problems 
encountered by the Project and describes how these problems were handled. Section V 
analyzes the overall impact of the Project in addressing the problems listed in 
Section I. 

Attached to this report is a copy of Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens: An Action 
Guide, the resource kit which was prepared by the Project and used extensively in 
working with neighborhood groups, community organizations and agencies, and 
individuals during the two year program. 
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Additional information on the Crime Prevention Project can be obtained by contact
ing the Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., 8731 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, 
Michigan 48214, (313) 926-5365. 
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William G. Yagerlener, Director 
Crime Prevention Project 
December 15, 1980 
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I. PROBLEMS ADDRESSED 
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The Reuther Senior Centers has addressed several problems relating to crime and 
the fear of crime on the part of older persons in Detroit: 

1. Lack of Targeted Programs 
Until the Reuther Senior Centers launched its Crime Prevention Project in 
November of 1978, there were few crime prevention programs and services aimed 
specifically at senior citizens. Many of the crime prevention programs that 
existed were directed at the broader community and did not take into account 
the special concerns and needs of older persons. There was no central resource 
center in Detroit for gathering informatio~ on the nature of the problem of 
crime and the elderly, for utilizing this information to develope crime pre
vention strategies and techniques, and for making these resources available 
to community agencies and organizations which work with older per-sons. 

The following are examples of the lack of targeting. Although the Detroit 
Police Department had developed some senior programs as part of its overall 
community crime prevention efforts, it lacked the personnel to develop and 
maintain contacts with the many mUltipurpose senior centers, senior nutrition 
sites, and senior hQusing sites, all of which are focal points of services 
for older persons in the community. In some cases, although they were genuinely 
concerned and enthusiastic, police officers lacked the training and experience 
needed to work effectively with senior citizens. Much of the crime prevention 
literature and audio-visual aids available from the Police Department did not 
take into a~count visual and audio impairments experienced by many older persons. 

2. Poor Coordination of Services 
By mid-1978 several programs w~re undertaken by local, state, and national 
agencies and organizations aimed at the problem of the criminal victimization 
of the elderly. However, there was little coordination of these efforts so 
that the actual delivery of crime prevention services to older persons in 
Detroit was marginally effective. 

At the national level, for example, the National Retired Teachers Association/ 
American Association of Retired Persons, the National Council of Senior Citizens, 
the National Council on the Aging, the Administration on Aging, and the U.S. 
House of Representatives Select Committee on Aging were exami~tng th~ problem 
and developing recommendations, programs, and services to meet the needs they 
identified. The State of Michigan's Office of Services to the Aging was charged 
by the Governor with administering a Task Force on Crime Prevention for the 
Elderly to examine the problem in Michigan and to make recommendations. The 
Wayne State University - University of Michigan Institute of Gerontology was 
conducting extensive research into the criminal victimization of the elderly. 
However, there was no system in Detroit for linking community organizations 
and service agencies with these resources and for making use of the research 
and information to develop effective crime prevention programs. 

3. Special Problems in Selected Neighborhoods 
Within the broader community, several community-based groups had identified 
specific problems in their neighborhoods which they felt needed attention. 

A. Language Barriers - In several neighborhoods in Detroit there are a 
significant number of non-English speaking residents. Many of these 
people are older persons who immigrated to the United States several 
decades ago and never became fluent in English as a primary language. 

5 
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Others are recent immigrants - both young and old - who are not yet 
accustomed to English. This language barrier prevents these persons from 
taking advantage of human services in general and, in this case, from 
participating in community crime prevention activities since the Police 
Department lacks the bilingual personnel needed to service all ethnic 
groups in Detroit. ' 

Although there are many ethnic groups which experience this problem, at 
the time the Reuther Senior Centers was developing its Crime Prevention 
Project two community organizations asked to be included in the program: 
Latin Americans for Social and Economic Development (LA SED) and St. John's 
Ukranian Catholic Church. 

B. Lack of Essential Transportation - In most neighborhoods in Detroit in 1978 
there was no "essential transportation" service for the elderly and the 
physically impaired. Those persons who lacked their own Cars or did not 
have access to personal transportation in high-crime areas had few reasonable 
alternatives: (1) they could walk to take care of routine errends and run 
the risk of being victimized on the street; (2) they could pay for cab fare 
or a jitney, at the expense of meeting other obligations; or (3) they could 
remain isolated in their homes. 

In one eastside neighborhood a series of brutal muggings of senior citizens 
had resulted in a widespread fear of crime and the social isolation of many 
older persons. In a neighborhood on the southwest side, a similar problem 
was complicated by the fact that most of the seniors were fluent in Ukranian 
but not in English. 

C. Inadequate Home Security Hardware - In many neighborhoods in Detroit, older 
homes lack adequate security features. As part of its burglary prevention 
program, the Detroit Police Department conducts home security surveys to 
help residents analyze the security features of their dwellings. In almost 
every instance, Crime Prevention Officers recommend the replacement of 
obsolete locking devices with more adequate devices (such as single- and 
double-cylinder deadbolts). Although some of the recommendations can be 
implemented at little or no cost (property engraving, the pruning of 
shrubbery, the use of the "drop pin" for securing windows, and the use of 
porch lights and timing devices), many senior citizens on fixed incomes 
are financially unable to replace door locks and/or install protective 
grates over door windows. As a result, many seniors do not implement any 
of the officers' recommendations. In some instances, older persons are 
more fearful of being victimized when it is pointed out how vulnerable their 
homes are. 

One eastside neighborhood was experiencing the highest burglary rate in the 
city. Although the Police Department had initiated a program in which persons 
over 65 years of age could have some home security improvements undertaken, 
the need f~~ exceeded the department's resources and the department restricted 
the program to a small target area and required that senior citizens partici
pate in Neighborhood Watch in order to qualify for the security improvements. 
As ~ result, seniors under 65 years of age living in blocks which had not 
oT.ganized a Neighborhood Watch were unable to take advantage of this service. 
Moreover, seniors living in other areas of the city were not eliglible for 
the service. 
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D. Inadequate Organizing Resources - Although many neighborhood organizations 
are concerned about the impact of crime on their communities, they lack 
some of the resources needed to mobilize residents to participate in 
crime prevention programs. Without any system for organizing volunteers 
and marshalling resources, their interest and initial enthusiasm turns to 
despair and pessimism. 

In one eastside community, the members of the Motor City Consumers Cooperative 
felt that if they had some "seed money" to hire _several part-time community 
workers, pay for the printing of crime prevention literature, and operate a 
small-scale office, they could work effectively with the nearby residents 
and businesses to carryon an intensi-ve community crime prevention program. 

E. Inadequate Access to Information - Many neighborhood organizations in 
Detroit find it difficult to obtain and make effective use of information 
on activities and issues affecting their revitalization programs. They 
lack the time and personnel t.o monitor City Council hearings, to participate 
in the many public hearings, discussions, workshops, and conferences aimed 
at comm~nity groups and leaders, to track legislation, and to take advantage 
of fund1ng, advocacy, and community development opportunities. In the ab
sence of a mechanism for acquiring essential information, the stabilization 
and revitalizat.ion efforts of neighborhood groups - and their crime pre
vention programs - are difficult to sustain over time. 

Recognizing this problem in 1978, a coalition of neighborhood groups organized 
the Neighborhood Information Exchange to serve as a communications and 
information-sharing network. The organization, however, lacked the resources 
to pro~ide.it~ newsletter a~d information services to smaller groups~ which 
found 1t d1ff1cult to contr1bute the annual fee to participate in the net
work. 

7 
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II. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
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The Crime Prevention Project of the Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers had one 
goal: to reduce crime and the fear of crime among older persons in Detroit. 

To accomplish this, the Project established three objectives: 

1. To organize crime prevention activities at each of the three multi
purpose senior centers operated by the grantee 

2. To provide funding and technical assistance to the neighborhood-based 
organizations which would carryon specific programs as subcontractors 

3. To organize crime prevention activities at other multipurpose senior 
centers, senior nutrition sites, and senior housing sites in the 
cOImllunity 

To accomplish these objectives, the Reuther Senior Centers employed a Project 
Director, three COImllunity Workers, and an Administrative Assistant, all of whom 
were based in an office which was accessible to all parts of the target cOImllunity. 
During the first year of the Project each COImllunity Worker was responsible for 
organizing crime prevention activities at one of the agency's three senior cneters. 
Each worker was also responsible for assisting one or more of the subcontractors 
when that help was requested and for acting as a liaison with the subcontractor. 
Most of the Project's activi~ies in the first year were concentrated on develop
ing and testing programs amd materials at the agency's senior centers. Each 
subcontractor was responsible for carrying on its own program and reported to 
the agency each month on the progress being made and the problems encountered. 

An Advisory Board was assembled to assist in the coordination of the program and 
to provide links among the subcontractors and between the Project itself and 
cOImllunity agencies, leaders, and residents. 

During the second year more emphasis was placed on working with older persons at 
other senior centers, senior nutrition sites, and senior housing sites. Because 
of the reduction in LEAA funds, one of the full-time COImllunity Worker positions 
was replaced with two part-time positions which were filled by senior citizens 
who had participated in the training and organizing program during the first 
year. 

During the second year two of the subcontractors were replaced in the Project by 
a smaller subcontractor when LEAA funds were reduced. 

9 
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In addressing the problems outlined above~ the Reuther Senior Centers carried on 
a wide range of activities during the two years of the Crime Prevention Project. 
These activities fell into three categories, corresponding to the threECt object
ives of the program. 

A. Crime Prevention Activities at the Three Multipurpose Reuther Senior Centers 

1. Targeted Programs and Home Security Improvements - During the first grant 
period (1978-79), the Crime Prevention Project conducted a 9-part series 
of workshops at each center to introduce senior citizens to basic crime 
prevention techniques and strategies. The workshops covered home security 
improvements, property engraving, Neighborhood Watch, personal safety, 
sexual assault prevention, con games, auto theft prevention, and how to 
report crimes. Each session covered a different topic and made use of the 
services of the Detroit Police Department's Crime Prevention Section as 
well as speakers from Detroitbank Corporation (on con games and direct 
deposit) and the Minority ARti-Rape Task Force and the Southeast Michigan 
Anti-Rape Network. The purpose of the workshops was to demonstrate many 
practical crime prevention techniques and to link seniors to several 
resources in the areg which could be used by them in organizing crime pre
vention programs in their respective neighborhoods. 

As a result of the workshops, seniors began participating in Operation 
Identification and undertook basic home security improvements. (A portion 
of the grant was,budgeted for the purchase of a limited number of security 
devices, which were provided to seniors who participated in the workshops. 
By the end of the second grant period 225 seniors had been provided with 
some type of home security improvement through the workshops at the 
Reuther Senior Centers and those conducted at other senior sites.) 

After the initial series of workshops, the Crime Prevention Project arranged 
for instructors from Wayne County Community College to conduct 8-week 
courses on self-defense at each center. 

During the second grant period, a 4-part "refresher" series of workshops 
was conducted at each center. In addition, the Project organized sessions 
on Michigan's Victim-Witness Assistance Program, on sexual assault pre
vention, and on Detroit's "911" system. The goal of these sessions was 
to link seniors with the public and provate agencies which were involved 
in the delivery of important crime prevention and victim assistance services. 
It should be noted that many older persons were not taking advantage of the 
Victim-Witness Assistance Program because they were not aware of its 
existence. In October of 1980 the Detroit Police Department began a new 
Telephone Crime Reporting System, in which many misdemeanor reports are 
taken by phone instead of by an officer in person. The department welcomed' 
the opportunity to explain the new system to seniors and to explain how 
citizens can use the "911" system more effectively. 

In further addressing the problem of untargeted crime prevention programs, 
the Reuther Senior Centers prepared a resource kit of materials which can 
be used by agencies and organizations working with older persons. Crime 
Prevention for Senior Citizens: An Action Guide consists of a series of 
in-depth articles which provide important information on crime prevention 
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but which had not been widely circulated to key groups and individuals 
who work in the aging field. The kit also includes a set of eight brochures 
developed especially for older persons and a group leader's guide explain
ing how to organize a crime prevention program for older persons. It 
should be noted that the materials in the kit were designed so that they 
can be easily reprinted and adapted to local conditions. By the end of 
1980, 2,500 copies of the resource kits had been distributed and 5,?00 
sets of the brochures had been used in conducting workshops and sem1nars. 

Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens: An Action Guide is the only compre
hensive training package known to the Project dealing exclusivel~ with . 
crime and the elderly. The Project has received requests for th1s mater1al 
from many organizations and agencies throughout the United States and has 
made it available to them at cost. 

2. Coordination of Services - To provide for better coordination of crime 
prevention programs at the state level, the Reuther Senior Centers 
participated in the Governor's Task Force on Crime Prevention for the 
Elderly. The goal of the task force was to assess the problems in the 
delivery of crime prevention services to Michigan's senior citizens.and.to 
develop recommendations for use by the governor in ~mproving these serV1ces. 
Because of its long history of developing programs for the elderly and 
because of its involvement in the Crime Prevention Project, the agency 
plaved a key role in developing the task force's recommendations. Through 
the

J 

task force the agency also shared with other organizations and agencies 
in ·the state its materials on crime prevention. 

To improve the coordination of crime prevention services at the local level, 
the Reuther Senior Centers participated in the Detroit Police Department's 
Crime Prevention Advisory Committee, which included representatives of 
local businesses, government, community agencies, and neighborhood o~gani
zations. The committee met on a regular basis with the Chief of Po11ce to 
help the department maintain contacts with key groups in the community. 

To make organizations and agencies working with older persons more aware 
of the resources available for elderly crime prevention programs, the 
Reuther Senior Centers published the Community Crime Prevention Newsletter. 
The newsletter was distributed each month to police precincts, mini-stations, 
Neighborhood City Halls, social service agencies, neighborhood organizations, 
and individuals in the community. The monthly circulation grew from 2,000 
in February, 1979 to 4,000 in November, 1980. 

B. Crime Prevention Activities of Subcontractor Organizations 

During the first grant period (1978-79) funding and technical assistance was 
provided to five community-based subcontractors, each of whom carried on an 
activity designed by it to meet a particular crime prevention need. During 
the second grant period (1979-80) four subcontractors were funded. 

1. Latin Americans for Social and Economic Development - Latin Americans for 
Social and Economic Development (LA SED) employed a bilingual Community 
Worker to translate into Spanish the crime prevention literature used by 
the Detroit Police Department. The worker also prepared a bilingual news-
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letter which included crime prevention information along with information 
on other community programs. He served as the liaison between the local 
police precinct and the Spanish-speaking population served by the agency. 
(It should be noted that the Police Department has very few Spanish-
speaking officers.) The worker also conducted crime prevention workshops 
in both Spanish an~English at the LA SED Senior Center. During the second 
year of the program the subcontractor installed better home security devices -
primarily deadbolt locks - in the homes of 39 senior citizens. 

2. Community Resource and Assistance Center - Originally known as Project 
Retree,. CRAC used LEAA funds to purchase an 8-passenger van for use in 
providing escorts to senior citizens in a high-crime neighborhood on the 
city's eastside. CRAC established a base of operations for the Senior 
Citizens Area Transit in a police mini-station in that community and used 
a CETA driver and three VISTA colunteers to conduct the program. Senior 
citizens in the target community could call a day in advance to have the 
van drive them to nearby stores, medical appointments, banks, and social 
visits. During the second year of the grant, funds were provided only 
for the purchase of fuel and for routine office expenses. 

CRAC provided an average of 415 escorts each month during the second year. 

3. Neighborhood East Area Residents - NEAR was funded over two years to im
prove the security features on 200 homes in its eastside neighborhood. 
That area was experiencing the highest burglary rate in Detroit. As was 
noted earlier, the Police Department had targeted that community for an 
intensive Neighborhood Watch campaign and was offering to provide senior 
citizens who participated in the program with deadbolt locks and window 
guards. NEAR was able to extend this assistance to others in the community 
who were not eligible under the guidelines of the department. 

After two years, the subcontractor had services 157 homes at a total cost 
of $6,392.50.It failed to reach its goal of 200 homes primarily because it 
is an all-volunteer organization and the leadership responsible for the 
project changed several times during the grant period. Its progress was 
also slowed at the beginning of the second year by a dispute with the lock
smith it was using to install the devices. 

4. St. John's Ukranian Catholic Church - The subcontractor was funded during 
the first year of the grant to provide a weekly escort service for senior 
citizens in the neighborhood surrounding the cnurch on the city's southwest 
side. The part-time Community Worker also translated some of the Police 
Department's crime prevention literature into Ukranian. This program was 
terminated in 1979 when LEAA funds were reduced for the second year of the 
grant. 

5. Motor City Consumers Cooperative - This subcontractor had a long history of 
organizing self-help programs and used its expertise in recruiting volunteers 
to conduct a campaign to organize a Neighborhood Watch program in conjunction 
with the Outer Van Dyke Homeowners Association and the V~n Dyke - Seven Mile 
Business Association. The subcontractor also worked with senior citizens 
to organize an Apartment Watch at the 550-unit River Towers Apartments. By 
the end of the program, the subcontractor had involved 53 blocks in Neighbor
hood Watch. 
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During the second year of the grant, a part-time COImllunity Worker from 
the Reuther Senior Centers continued to work with the neighborhood 
association in organizing a Citizens Patrol. 

The subcontractor was not included for funding in the second year of the 
Project because of ~he reduction in LEAA funds. 

6. Neighborhood Information Exchange - NIE had been or.ganized in 1978 as a 
cOImllunications network for neighborhood groups. Its purpose is to help 
neighborhood organizations obtain and make effective use of information 
on revitalization activities and issues. 

During the second year of the Project, NIE was provided with a small 
amount of funds to establish a telephone hotline to supplement its twice
monthly newsletter and to provide the newsletter at no cost to neighborhood 
groups (such as block clubs) which could not afford to pay the annual fee 
of $15. By the end of the Project, approximately 135 phone calls were 
logged each month and 225 organizations and agencies were participating 
in the network. 

C. Crime Prevention Activities at Other Senior Sites 

During the first year of the Project, the COImllunity Workers organized crime 
prevention activities at Operation Get-Down. a cOImllunity~based organization 
which provided some services to senior citizens as part of its broader community 
service program. Most of these activities paralleled those which were organized 
at the three Reuther Senior Centers. 

During the second year, much of the Project's activities were devoted to 
organizing crime prevention activities at other mUltipurpose senior centers, 
senior nutrition sites, senior housing sites, and community centers. By the 
end of 1980, workshops had been conducted at 72 different locations in the 
cOImllunity and approximately 5,000 senio~ citizens had participated in the pro
grams. Depending on the size, needs, and interests of each group, the Community 
Workers conducted either a single 90-minute session or a series of fo~r WQ£k
shops. The worKshops stressed many practical crime prevention techniques and 
strategies older persons could use to reduce the risk of victimization. 

It is noteworthy that many of the programs which were conducted for block 
clubs and neighborhood councils were arranged as the result of contacts made 
with persons at the sessions conducted at the various senior centers. 

It should also be noted that for most of the persons participating in the 
sessions this was the first time they had come into contact with an organized 
crime prevention campaign. 

D. Other Activities and Achievements 

The Crime Prevention Project took advantage of several unique opportunities to 
reach both isolated senior c~~~zens and others in the cOImllunity and other 
organizations and agencies involved in crime prevention. 

In 1980 the Project worked with WXON-rv to produce eight la-minute programs 
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which were broadcast as part of "Senior Journal", the only locally produced 
public affairs program devoted exclusively to activities, issues, and services 
of interest to senior citizens. The original eight programs were broadcast 
four times over a period of six months. A second series of three 30-minute 
programs were produced later in 1980. Through this program the Project reached 
older persons who were-noc participating in activities at senior centers. The 
television series also served as a "refresher courseil for those who had partici
pated in the crime prevention workshops. 

The Project also participated in the 1980 annual meeting of the National Council 
on the Aging and demonstrated how senior centers can be used in cOImllunity crime 
prevention programs. At the annual conference of the National Institute on 
Police-Community Relations the Project's materials and experience were shared 
with police officers and representatives of community organizations from 
several parts of the United States. 

In addition to conducting two community conferences on rrCrime and the Elderly" 
in 1979 and 1980, the Project assisted in organizing Michigan Crime Prevention 
Conferences, which were part of the campaign of the National Crime Prevention 
Coalition campaign. The Project also distributed 1,000 copies of the booklet 
"Take a Bite Out of Crime" to individuals, groups, and agencies in Detroit. 

The Project provided copies of Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens: An Action 
Guide to the Detroit Police Department and the Ann Arbor (Michigan) Police 
Department for use in their crime prevention training programs. 
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A. Statistical Evidence 
Because of the approach taken by the Reuther Senior Centers - namely, working 
with older persons who participate in activities at senior centers, nutrition 
sites, housing sites, and community centers and working with community-based 
subcontractors - it was difficult to monitor the impact of the program 
statistically. 

Although the program was received enthusiastically at these centers, the 
persons who participated in training workshops came to those centers from 
throughout the city, making it impossible to monitor the success of a program 
in specific centers. Since the workshop participants did not live in one or 
two police precincts, the Project could not use the Police Department's Monthly 
Crime Reports to monitor needs and successes of its program. The data supplied 
by the Department was useful however, in responding to general trends in the 
broader community. 

It should also be noted that differneces in the definition of "senior citizen" 
made it difficult to evaluate the impact of the program. The Police Depart
ment defines a senior citizen as being 65 years of age or older, while the 
Reuther Senior Centers and many other agencies offer their services to persons 
who are at least 55 years of age. Thus, many of the persons who participated 
in the Pt'ogram were not classified by the Police Department as "seniors"; 
and thus the police statistics were not a true measure of the needs.' successes, 
or weaknesses of the program. 

To address this problem, the Project developed a survey which it attempted to 
have each group cpmplete before the workshop series began at a center. The 
Community Workers also usually visited each site personally before conducting 
the programs in order to become more familiar with the needs of the group. 
The staff also kept track of media reports of crime against seniors so they 
could better respond to the interests and concerns of the groups. To help 
monitor the impact of the program, the Project sent an evaluation form to 
every senior who received a home security improvement asking if the person 
was less fearful of crime as a result of participating in the program. An 
evaluation form was also sent to the director of each workshop site to help 
critique each program. In November, 1980 the Project also conducted a survey 
at each of the three Reuther Senior Centers to determine if any of the respondents 
had been the victim of a crime since participating in the program and to 
determine how fearful they were of crime now compared to two years ago. (The 
results of these surveys are discussed in the following section.) 

B. Use of Volunteers by Subcontractors 
Several community-based subcontractors who depended exclusively on volunteers 
for implementing their programs exper:lenced much difficulty in carrying out 
their activities. 

At the start of the Project in late 1'978, Project ReTree (later reorganized as 
the. Community Resource and Assistance Center) planned to use volunteers to 
operate the . office of the Senibr Citizens Area Transit. It also planned to 
use a CETA worker as the driver of the van. The director of the program was 
also a volunteer. Because of expanded work responsibilities, he resigned. The 
pos~tion was filled with another volunteer who also resigned a few months later. 
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In the meantime, nobody from Project ReTree was available to supervise the 
office volunteers and the CETA driver and to develop the program. 

Most of the subcontractor's program management problems were resolved when 
Project ReTree was reorganized as CRAC and a full-time staff member was 
hired through CETA to direct this and other programs. 

A similar problem developed at St. John's Ukranian Catholic Church. The 
person who had served as a volunteer community worker at the church for 
several years appeared to find it difficult to function as a part-time paid 
staff person. She had previously been free to develop her own programs and 
was not directly accountable to anyone in particular. As a paid worker for 
a subcontractor, she was ultimately accountable to the Project and found it 
difficult to make the adjustment. Moreover, she was paid for part of her 
time and volunteered for part of her time. 

Neighborhood East Area Residents (NEAR) relied exclusively on volunteers to 
coordinate its program of upgrading the security features of 200 homes. 
Since the volunteers worked during the daytime, they were difficult to contact 
and found it difficult to participate in daytime activities of the Pro,:~ect. 
In addition, the leadership of the organization itself and the committee res
ponsible for this activity changed during the course of the Project. 

These three subcontractors appeared to lack the organizational experience needed 
in programs which depend heavily on volunteers for their success. 

It should be noted that none of the organizations which experienced problems 
in using volunteers had any previous experience in the process of federal 
grantsmanship. Previously each was accountable only to itself for the 
success or failure of a program. The LEAA funding provided them with an 
opportunity to develop this experience and program management skills. 

In the course of the two-year Project, the Reuther Senior Centers conducted 
three sessions with the assistance of the Center for Community Change to help 
all of the subcontractors become more familiar with the federal grant process 
and their contractual responsibilities and to help them develop or improve 
their planning, organizing, and management skills. 
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A. Targeted Programs 
The Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project was the first community 
wide effort at coordinating and mobilizing a variety of resources to have an 
impact on the criminal victimization of the elderly. 

Over a two-year period the Project worked wi'th approximately 5,000 older persons 
in the community to help them initiate individual crime prevention steps (such 
as engraving their personal property and undertaking home security improvements) 
and to become involved in community crime prevention programs (such as Neighbor
hood Watch' and senior escorts). 

As a measure of the number of seniors with whom the Project came into contact, 
during 1979 and 1980 1,920 aerosol shriek alarms and 1,200 whistles were 
distributed in the community. Approximately 2,500 copies of Crime Prevention 
for Senior Citizens: An Action Guide and 5,000 sets of the eight crime pre
vention brochures prepared by the Project were distributed at senior centers 
and at community meetings conducted at 74 different locations. (See Attachment A-I 
for a map of the sites at which these workshops and training programs took 
place. ) 

Although some of these individuals may eventually have interacted with the 
Detroit Police Department and taken advantage of its crime prevention services, 
the Project expedited this process and brought about ·the initial contact between 
the department and many older persons who would otherwise not have been reached. 

B. Home Security Improvements 
The Reuther Senior Centers provided home security improvements for 200 senior 
citizens in the community over the two years of the Crime Prevention Project. 
Subcontractor LA SED was responsible for 39 of these homes. Subcontractor 
NEAR provided this service to an additional 170 homes. 

As was noted earlier, without this program few - if any - of these improvements 
would have been undertaken because of the income limitations of the individuals 
who received this service. 

It should also be noted that one of the principal goals of this activity was to 
encourage seniors to participate in crime prevention programs and to reduce their 
fear of crime. Although only 5% of the 5,000 persons who participated in the 
workshops and seminars conducted by the Project were actually provided with 
home security improvements, the fact that some assistance was avai:able appeared 
to encourage peeple ee pareieipate. Of the 76 p~opl~ who voluntar1ly responded 
to a survey sent to each person whQ received this assistance, 72 indica~ed that 
they felt less fe.<lrfnl gf C'.rime. and only 4 indicated that they were st111 as 
fearful as before. 

C. Coordination of Services 
During the two years of the Project, the Reuther Senior Centers participated ia 
the Governor1s Task Force on Crime Prevention for the Elderly in an effort to 
improve the coordination of Michigan's crime prevention and other human services 
aimed at older persons. In 1980 the task force submitted to the governor a set 
of recommendations that it felt could have a significant impact on the criminal 
victimization of the elderly. However, shortly after the final report was 
issued, the LEAA funding fGr the state~run program ended, and no action was 
taken on the recommendations because of the fiscal crisis faced by the State 

20 

! 

I 
t 
[ 

r 
I 

~ 
t 
t 

~ 
l 

I 

I 
~ il 
~ 
~ 
11 
11 I' 

l~l 

of Michigan at the end of 1980. 

It should be noted, however, that by partiCipating in the task force, the 
Reuther Senior Centers shared its expertise and training materials with other 
senior and criminal justice agencies throughout the state. 

As an active participant in the National Council on the Aging and the National 
Institute of Senior Centers, the Reuther Senior Centers also shared its resource 
materials with approximately 400 other senior centers and senior-oriented 
agencies throughout the country. 

During 1979 and 1980 the Crime Prevention Project participated in the Detroit 
Police Department's Crime Prevention Advisory Committee, a program that was 
partially supported by a grant from LEAA. The purpose of the committee was 
to assist the department in analyzing the crime prevention needs of the community 
and to assist in the implementation of community crime prevention programs. 
The Reuther Senior Centers again shared its expertise in working with older 
persons and its crime prevention resources with the committee; which included 
re~resentatives of several businesses, neighborhood groups, and public and 
pr1vate agencies. The Reuther Senior Centers made use of some of the committee's 
resources in conducting its training workshops and in producing a series of 
television programs on crime and the elderly. 

Since the state and local governments' programs were supported to a large extent 
by LEAA funding, when this funding ended in 1980, these initiatives began to 
s.low down. By the end of 1980, the State of Michigan's Office of Services to 
the Aging had ended its crime prevention program. The Police Department's 
Crime Prevention Advisory Committee is supported by business contributions. 

It seems unlikely that the coordination of community crime prevention programs 
at the state and local levels will continue in the absence of significant public 
and/or private funding. 

D. Bilingual Crime Prevention Programs 
The Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project provided funding and technical 
assistance to two community-based subcontractors to carryon crime prevention 
programs for non-English-speaking residents: Latin Americans for Social and 
Economic Development (LA SED) and St. John's Ukranian Catholic Church. 

LA SED employed a full-time Community Worker who translated nine brochures from 
Engl~sh into ~panish and distributed 1,000 copies of each te ehurches, bUsinesses, 
serv1ce agenc1es, police precincts and mini-stations, and individual residents 
of the Latino community on the southwest side of Detroit. (Copies of these 
brochures are found in the attachments to this report.) The worker also assisted 
police officers from the Fourth Precinct in organizing programs aimed at the 
youth and businesses of the Latino community. He also conducted five workshops 
for senior citizens at the agency's senior center and during the Project's 
~eGQnd year installed security devices in the homes of 39 senior citizens. 

This program was the first organized effort at providing Spanish-speaking residents 
of Detroit with crime prevention assistance. Although this program ended in 
December when the LEAA funding terminated, the bilingual material will be avail
able for use in the future should funding be developeq for its printing and 
distribution. It should also be noted that unless funds are available for bi
lingual personnel to act as a liaison between the Police Department and the 
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Spanish-speaking community it will be virtually impossible to maintain an 
effective crime prevention program in this community. 

The pr'"'zram conducted by St. John's Ukranian Catholic Church was marginally . 
successful. A part-time Community Worker waS employed by the church to coord~nate 
a weekly escort service for senior citizens in the community surrounding the 
church on the city's southwest side and to serve as a liaison between the Slavic
speaking senior citizens and the police department. The principal weakness in 
this program was that too much was attempted with the limited financial resources. 
Given the part-time nature of the program, the church should have concentrated 
either on the weekly escort service Which involved the use of one of its school 
buses or on the development of bilingual crime prevention materials and programs. 
As was noted earlier, the Community Worker operated with little supervision 
from the church and failed to deve~op an adequate plan for the use of the limited 
resources. ~~en LEAA funding for the Crime Prevention Project was reduced in 
the second year, this subcontractor was dropped. 

E. Essential Transportation for Seniors 
The Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project provided funding and technical 
assistance to the Community Resource and Assistance Center (CRAC) over a two-
year period to operate the Senior Citizens Area Transit (SCAT). SCAT provided I 
senior citizens in two eastside neighborhoods with a daily escort service. i! 

Seniors were able to call one day in advance and arrange for a van to pick 
them up at their homes and escort them to nearby businesses, banks, and medical :,I,.j 

facilities for routine errands. CRAC used LEAA funds to purchase an 8-passenger 
van and to establish a base of operations in a police mini-station in the community 
During the second year, LEAA funds were used to purchase fuel and to maintain I 
the van; a small amount of funds were used for the operation of the base (printing, i 
office supplies, telephone). CRAC used CETA and VISTA personnel to operate the 1 
base and to drive the van. 

By the end of the second year, the van had been driven approximately 35,000 miles. 
CRAC plans to continue this service for two more years, assuming it can raise 
the necessary operating funds from within the community and assuming that CETA 
and VISTA personnel will still be available. 

F. Organizing Assistance . 
During the first year of the Crime Prevention Project the Reuther Sen~or Centers 
provided funding and technical assistance to the Motor City Consumers Cooperative 
to organize a crime prevention program in the neighborhood surrounding its 
office Qn the city's eastside. Drawing on its years of experience in organizing 
self-help activities, the Cooperative used the LEAA funds to hire part-time 
community organizers to help the VanDyke - Seven Mile Business Association and 
the Outer VanDyke Homeowners Association develQP NeighbQrhood Watch, Business 
Watch, and Ope~ation Identification programs. The Cooperative developed a packet 
of materials to educate the cOilml,Unity about basic crime prevention techniques and 
to assist Crime Prevention Officers from three nearby p't"§c,inGts. in working with 
the residents and businesses of that community. (Representative samples of this 
material are included in the attachments to this report.) The Cooperative also 
helped to organize an Apartment Watch for the 550-unit River Towers Senior 
Citizens Apartments. Without the assistance of the Motor City Consumers Co
operative,it is doubtful that the police department would have been able to 
reach these communities as effectively. 
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Although the Cooperative was not included for funding in the second year of 
the Project, a part-time Community Worker from the Reuther Senior Centers 
continues to work with the residents of the neighborhooa during 1980. The 
crime prevention activities of the Cooperative, the Outer VanDyke Homeowners 
Association, and the VanDyke - Seven Mile Business Association will very likely 
continue for the next few years. 

G. Community Information Service 
During the Project's second year, the Reuther Senior Centers provided funding 
and technical assistance to the Neighborhood Information Exchange (NIE) to help 
neighborhood organizations and neighborhood-oriented agencies obtain and make 
effective use of information on activities and issues affecting their revital
iZtt~on efforts. NIE published The Exchange twice a month and circulated it to 
225 organizations, agencies, and community leaders and operated a 24-hour 
telephone hotline to supplement the newsletter. By November 30, 1980 1,312 calls 
to the hotline were logged, an average of 120 per month. (A representative 
sample of the newsletter is included in the attachments to this report.) 

This program helped neigborhood organizations to carryon their crime prevention 
and other self-help activities more effectively. 

In late 1980 the Michigan Housing Coalition conducted a survey of the neighborhood 
organizations which were receiving community development funds to determine their 
need for essential information. A significant number of respondents indicated 
that NIE was already meeting this need. 

H. Impact of the Project 
(1) Reduction in Crime 

One of the goals of the Project was to reduce crime against senior citizens 
in Detroit. As was noted earlier, it is difficult to determine the effect 
of the Crime Prevention Project on the number of crimes committed against 
older persons in Detroit for several reasons. The Detroit Police Department 
prepares only an annual citywide report of the crimes in which senior citizens 
over 65 years of age were victims. Although data for 1978 and 1979 are 
available, the report for 1980, which would indicate the impact of the Project 
more fully, has not yet been prepared. The crime reports available on a 
precinct and scout-car basis do not include data on the number of senior 
victims, making it difficult to evaluate the Project's impact on those 
seniors who live in communities in which the program concentrated. More
over, the statistics for senior victims include only persons over 65 years 
of age, while the Project worked with many older persons who were ~ years 
of age and older. 

Taking into account these factors, the Detroit Police Department's Crime 
Prevention Section reports the following statistics on the victimization 
of people 65 years of age and older for 1978 and 1979: 

>'<change for 
1979 1979 Change all Age Groups 

Homicides 27 22 -22% -9% 
Rapes 22 26 +15% +6% 
Robberies 1,169 1,167 -.1% -7% 
Assaults 207 163 -27% +3% 
Breaking and Entering 3,039 3,062 +.7% +.4% 
Larcenies 1,846 1,802 -2.4% -4% 
Auto Theft 741 1,075 +32% +10% 

TOTAL 7,051 7,317 +2.8% +.1% 
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* This information is included for purposes of comparison. 

Although the 1980 report on senior victimization will not be ready until 
early 1981, the Detroit Police Department's report Total Part I Crimes for 
all age groups through September shows a 14% increase for the first nine 
months of 1980 over the same period of 1979. It should not be surprising 
if a similar increase in senior victimization is noted in spite of the efforts 
of the Crime Prevention Project. 

In December, 1980 the Crime Prevention Project conducted a random survey of 
senior citizens who had participated in the Reuther Senior Centers crime 
prevention activities since 1978. One. purpose of the survey was to determine 
if any of these persons had been a victim of a crime since participating in 
the program Of the 65 seniors who responded, only 7 (ll%)indicated that they 
had been victimized in the past two years. By contrast, when the Project 
conducted a survey of 156 senior citizens at the agency's three centers in 
January 1979, 70 (45%) indicated that they had been the victim of a Part One 
Crime in the past year. This survey appears to indicate that the Crime Pre
vention Project has been quite successful with those persons with whom it has 
worked on a regular basis over the past two years. 

(2) Reduction in the Fear of Crime 
The second major goal of the Crime Prevention Project was to reduce the 
fear of crime on the part of senior citizens in the community. 

According to a statewide survey conducted in April, 1980 by Michigan's 13 
area agencies on aging, in the Detroit-Wayne County area the fear of crime 
outranked all other senior issues. However, a random survey of the senior 
citizens who participated in crime prevention activities at the three Reuther 
Senior Centers in 1979 and 1980 shows that 40 (62%) of the 65 respondents 
felt less fearful of crime than before the Project began. 8 (122) persons 
indicated that they were as fearful as before, and 5 (8%) indicated they 
were more fearful. (On the remaining surveys, no response was given to this 
question or contradictory responses were given.) 

As was indicated earlier, 72 (95%) of the 76 persons who responded to the 
surv~y conducted among the senior citizens who received some type of home 
security improvement through the Project indicated that they felt less fear
ful of Grims. Only 4 {5%) indicated they were still very fearful. 

By contrast, ef the 138 senior citizens who were surveyed in January, 1979, 
104 (75%) indicated that they were either "very fearful" or "somewhat fear
ful" of crime. 

These surveys appear to indicate that: (1) senior citizensin Detroit still 
consider crime to be their major concern, but (2) a sizable majority of 
those seniors who have participated in the Crime Pr~vention Project are less 
fearful of crime as a result' of their participation in the program. 

24 

SUMMARY 

25 



-- -- - -~--~------ ------

The Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project was funded by the 
U.S. Department of Justice, Law'Enforcement Assistance Administration from 
November 1, 1978 through December 31, 1980 to mobilize older persons and others 
in the community to become involved in crime prevention activities in their 
neighborhoods. 

The goal of the Project was to reduce crime and the fear of crime among senior 
citizens in Detroit. 

To accomplish this, the Reuther Senior Centers carried on three objectives: 

1. It organized crime prevention act.ivities at each of the agency's three multi
p~rpose senior centers. 

2. It provided funding and technical assistance to six community-based organizations 
to carryon specific crime prevention activities as subcontractors. 

3. It o:g~ni~e~ crime prevention activities at other senior centers~ housing and 
nutr~t~on s~tes, and among smaller neighborhood groups and block clubs. 

Reuther Sertior Centers 

As a result of. the crime prevention workshops and training. programs conducted at 
the three.m~l~~purpose Reuther Senior Centers, the seniors who participated in 
these act~v~t~es and took advantage of the home security improvements offered 
through the Project indicated that they were less fearful of crime and better able 
to deal with t~e problem of crime. Almost every senior citizen who participated in 

. ~ne. or IIlore cr~IIle prevention a<;tivity (e~g~, ~ workshop p·r ~ l?~lf~.qe:ee.ns~ clp,ss2 
l.~d;:I.c~ted that he or she had taken a,t least one positive. a,Cti9n to;Iredqce the 
l~kel~~ood of becoming a victim of a criIlle. ExaIllples of pos~tiye ?ct~0n tncluqeq; 
engrav~ng p~rs9nal p:operty, request~ng that police officers conduct a, hOIlle se.cqrit.y 
~urvey ~nd ~IIlpl~ent~ng some of. the recommendations, helping to Qrganize a 
commun~t~ watch. program, .. varY'~ng personal routines in taking C~re of er:rrands 

that :equ~re IIlovu~g about ~n the cOIllIllunity, and the direct deposit of Social 
Secur~ty and pens~on checks. 

~th~ugh ~he. Detroit ?olice DepfI,rtlllent's 1980 annual report on the nt1Il}be.J; of senior 
v~ctl.ms W~ll not. be read~ until early 1981, the succe.ss ~f t~is inte.nsiye prpgralll 
at the thJ;ee Reuther Sen~or Centers can be illustrate.q by cpmparing the ·results of 
su~eys conducte~ at the sta·rt and the end 9f the Project. In Janual'Y, 1979. 70 
(45%2 of 156 ~en~~rs who were surveyed indicated that they hc;g been thev:i;ctimof 
a PaI't.One cr~me ~n the previous twelve months. In Decembeli, 1980 only'7 (l1%) of 
65 ~en~or~ reported that t~ey had been similarly vict;:i.mized. In JanuaTy~. 19.79 104 
(75%) ~nd~cated they were very fearful" 0'1' "somewhat fearful" of crime. I 
De:ember, 1980 62% of the respondents,said they were less fearful of ·cr:i.me_n12~ 
~a~~ they were :lbout as fearful as before participa,ting in the prog;Iralll~ ~~d 8%'
~nd~cated ~hey were more fearfu~. (On the balance of the 1980 surveys; no answer 
o~_~~~t~ad~~tory_ans~ers were g~ven to this question.) 95% of the senior!;! who 
r~~~~~eu some type of home security improvement indicated they felt less fearful 
of cr~me. 

Community~Based Subcontractors 

Each of the six community-based subcontractors under.took . ., a spec~al activity designed 
to meet a special need it had identified~ . 
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Latin Americans for Social and Economic Development (LA SED) developed bilingual 
crime prevention materials and prograrns for Detroit's Latino community. Although . 
such a program will require funding for bilingual personnel if it is to be continued 
after 1980, the organization had bilingual materials ready for printing should 
fund~ng be developed in the future. Prior to this time, there was no crime pre
vention literature available in Spanish. 

Neighborhood East Area Residents (NEAR) replaced obsolete security devices in 
homes in its community. In the absence of the funds provided through this 
Project, it is likely that few of these improvements would have been made because 
of the income level of many of the recipients of this service. Moreover, this 
activity helped NEAR to encourage residents to participate in other crime prevention 
and neighborhood revitalization activities. 

The Community Resource and Assistance Center (CRAC) developed a senior citizens 
escort program, which will continue for at least anothe~ two years. Because of 
the high start-up costs involved in purchasing a van and the other equipment 
needed for such a program, without the "seed money" provided through the Crime Pre
vention Project, this activity would not have been possible. Its continuation will 
depend on CRAC's ability to expand the community's support for the program and the 
availability of personnel through VISTA and CETA. 

St. John's Ukranian Catholic Church was funded in 1979 to provide a weekly escort 
service for senior citizens and to serve as a liaison between Slavic-speaking 
seniors and the Police Department in the community surrounding the church on the 
southw~st side of Detroit. This program ended after the subcontractor was dropped 
from the Project whet. LEAA funds were reduced. 

The Motor City Consumers Cooperative carried on an intensive campaign to organize 
Neighborhood Watch and Apartment Watch programs on the city's eastside. The 
cooperative served as an effective mobilizing and linking force in the community. 
Although the cooperative was not funded in the second year of the Project, the 
momentum of the campaign continued and the materials developed by the cooperative 
will continue to be used in the community for the forseeable future. 

The Neighborhood Information Exchange (NIE) was funded during the second year of 
the Project to provide community organizations with information on activities and 
issues affecting neighborhood revitalization. NIE published and distributed its 
twice monthly newsletter to approximately 225 neighborhood organizations, public 
agencies; and community leaders and established a telephone hotline to supplement 
the newsletter. Without the funding provided through the Crime Prevention Project, 
most of the smaller neighborhood groups (such as block clubs) would not have been 
able to receive the newsletter, and the telephone hotline would not have been 
established. 

Outreach Activities 

During the second year of the Project, special emphasis was placed on an extensive 
campaign to reach senior citizens and older adults at other senior centers, 
nutrition sites, and housing sites and to work with block clubs and neighborhood 
groups in which seniors are active. In 1980 crime prevention workshops were conducted 
at 74 locations in the community. 

The Project also developed Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens: An Action Guide, a 
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resource kit for use by Detroit-area community organizations in conducting a 
crime prevention program. During 1980 2,500 copies of this kit were distributed. 
Another 2,500 copies of the eight crime prevention brochures were also distributed 
through the workshops and at seminars and conferences. 

The Project worked with WXON-TV to produce an eight-part series and a three-part 
series of television public service programs on crime prevention for senior 
citizens. This activity enabled the Project to reach more seniors in the community, 
especially those who did not participate on a regular basis in activities at senior 
centers, nutrition sites, and housing sites. . 

Conclusion 

In a prevention program such as that undertaken by the Reuther Senior Centers Crime 
Prevention Project it is difficult to evaluate the impact of a program in quanti
tative terms. For over two years the Project worked closely with several public 
and private agencies, organizations, and businesses in initiating a program to 
meet some of the crime prevention needs of senior citizens in Detroit. It must 
also be noted that, while the two-year effort appears to have made significant 
headway and has developed some of the resources needed to meet the crime prevention 
needs of older adults, crime continues to be the major concern of Detroit's senior 
citizens. The problem of crime, unfortunately, appears to be becoming more serious 
in Detroit as the community is faced by serious economic troubles. It is hoped 
that those persons with whom the Project has worked will be better able to develop 
effective prevention strategies in these troubled times. 

28 

I 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers, Inc. gratefully acknowledges these 
organizations, agencies, bu~inesses, and individuals for their cooperation 
with and assistance to the Crime Prevention Project: 

International Union, UAW 

U.S. Senator Carl Levin 
U.S. Representative John Conyers 
Mayor Coleman A. Young 
Maryann Mahaffey, President Pro Tem, City Council 

Crime Prevention Section, Detroit Police Department 
Communications Unit, Detroit Police Department 
Senior Citizens Department, City of Detroit 

Criminal Justice & the Elderly Project, National Council of 
Senior Citizens 

Michigan Anti-Car Theft Campaign Committee 
National Association of Retired Teachers/Americau Association 

of Retired Persons 
National Crime Prevention Coalition 
Postal Inspection Service, U.S. Postal Service 
Wayne County Community College Gerontology Program 
Wayne State University Criminal Justice Program 
WSU-UM Institute of Gerontology 
WhistleSTOP, Edgewater Community Council 
WXON-TV 

Detroitbank Corporation 
Gilson-Ayres, Inc. 
Likity-Split Printing Company 
Michigan Bell Telephone Company 
P.H.I. Wholesale 

Detroit Central City Community Mental Health, Inc. 
Detroit East Community Mental Health, Inc. 
Minority Anti-Rape Task Force 
Northeast Guidance Center 
Parents Anonymous of Michigan 
Public Safety & Justice Division, New Detroit, Inc. 
Southeast Michigan Anti-Rape Network 
SouthWest Detroit Community Mental Health Services 

Community Resource and Assistance Center 
Latin Americans for Social and Economic Development 
Motor City Consumers Cooperative, Inc. 
Neighborhood East Area Residents 
Neighborhood Information Exchange 
St. John's Ukranian Catholic Church 

Members and staff of the Eastside Reuther Senior Cente~~ 
N(!jI!~lrw~l;lt Reuther $enj.,or -Center, arid South~es~ Reuther 
Sen:i,oJ: Center 

II 



r~--

\ 

'. I 

i--'
I 

[ 

l 
I 

I 
t 
\ 

ATTACHMENTS AND PRINTED MATERIALS 

Attachment A - Maps of the areas serviced by the Crime Prevention Project 
A-I shows the areas serviced during the first year of the Project. 
A-2 shows the areas serviced during the second year. Crime Pre

vention workshops were conducted at 74 senior cneters and 
community centers for approximately 5,000 people during 1980. 

Attachment B - Media Log 
This log lists the extensive local and national media coverage of 
the activities of the Crime Prevention Project. This coverage 
helped the Project reach more seniors and organizations working 
with seniors. Included are copies of several news articles: 
B-1 - Michigan Chronicle, December 2, 1978 
B-2 - Detroit Free Press, January 8, 1979 
B-3 - Perspective on Aging, September, 1979 
B-4 - CJE Newsletter, Winter 1979-80 
B-5 - Detroit Free Press, November 28, 1980 

Attachment C - Community Crime Prevention Newsletter 
This monthly newsletter was distributed to neighborhood organizations, 
senior ~enters, service agencies, community leaders, police precincts 
and mini-stations, Neighborhood City Halls, and individual residents. 
The circulation increased from 2,000 in February, 1979 to 3,500 in 
December, 1980. The newsletter was very helpful in keeping the 
community informed about the activities of the Crime Prevention 
Project and involving more people in the program. 

Attachment D - MOtor City Consumers Cooperative Literature 
These are samples of the crime prevention literature prepared by 
the cooperative and used extensively in organizing community watch 
programs in the 7th, 11th, and 15th Police Precincts. 

Attachment E - LA SED Literature 
LA SED distributed 1,000 copies of each pamphlet and announcement 
to individuals, agencies, businesses, and police precincts in the 
Latino community on the city's southwest side. 

Attachment F - NIE Literature 
This is a sample issue of the newsletter prepared by the Neighborhood 
Information Exchange and distributed twice a month to 225 neighbor
hood organizations, agencies, and community leaders. The final 
issue for 1980 lists NIE's major activities this year. 

Attachment G - Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens: An Action Guide 
2,500 copies of this resource kit were produced and distributed to 
neighborhood organizations and community agencies during 1979 and 
1980. An additional 2,500 copies of the eight brochures were dis
tributed through crime prevention workshops and conferences. Response 
to this kit was so favorable that additional copies were printed for 
use in crime prevention programs which will be conducted in 1981. 
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1978-1979 
W.P. Reuther Senior Centers 
LEAA Anti-Crime Project 

~ - PROJECT CENTRAL OFFICE: 2230 Witherell (48201) 

<"l'.' dJ 

- SENIOR CENTERS ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE: 8111 E. JeCCerBon (~8214) 

- WAL'l'EJI P. J\E\JTIlER SEIIIOR CElfTEllf): 
Northwest Center - 10301 W. Beven Hile (48221 
Southwest Center - 5555 McGraw (48210) 
Elltltaide Center - 10100 lIarper (48211) 

(NOTE: The nu.bera nn this .sp indicate Detroit Pollee Departaent precinct. 
and .cout-car areas.) 
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LA SED 

~= 1980 workshop sites 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
INFORMATION EXClIANGE 

A-2 

1979-1980 
Reuther Senior Centers 
Crime Prevention Project 

SENIOR CITIZENS 
AREA TRANSIT 

~ - CRIHE PREVENTION PROJECT: 2230 Witherell (48201) - 963-5212 

~. - ADHINISTRATIVE OFFICE: 8731 E. Jefferson (48214) - 926-5365 

* -WALTER P. REUTIlER SENIOR CENTERS: 
Northwest Center - 10301 W. Seven Hile (48221) - 341-6511 
Southwest Center - 5555 HcGraw (48210) - 895-5400 
Eastside Center - 10100 Harper (48213) - 925-2105 

(NOTE: The numbers on this map indicate Detroit Police Department 
precincts and scout-car areas.) 
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ATTACHMENT B' 

MEDIA LOG 

~-------------------------------------------------DATE 

November 21, 1978 

November 21-22, 1978 

December 2, 1978 

January 1, 1979 

January 7, 1979 

Jariuary 8, 1979 

February, 1979 

February 15, 1979 

fer .~ 
March 1, 1979 

April 24, 1979 

June 15, 1979 

July 30, 1979 

July 31, 1979 

July 12, 1979 

August 15, 1979 

August 23, 1979 

October 1, 1979 

November 7, 1979 

November 15, 1979 

ct '. 

November 17, 1979 

November, 1979 

DESCRIPTION OF COVERAGE 

WXYZ-TV reported the announcement of the program by Freida Gorrecht 
at the monthly "Connnunity Meeting" of Detroit's City Council. 

WWJ-Radio reported the announcement. 

The Michigan Chronicle-reported the awarding of the grant and the 
beginning of the project. 

The Exchange, newsletter of the Neighborhood Information Exchange, 
announced the project and notified connnunity groups in the target 
area to cont~ct_the project office. 

WDIV-TV reported the beginning of the project ReTree "SCAT" program. 

The Detroit Free Press covered the "SCAT" program. 

The Project is represented on the Chief's Crime Prevention Advisory 
Connnittee. 

The Exchange, newsletter of the Neighborhood Information Exchange, 
includes the Project newsletter in its "Help Yourself •.• " column. 

The Exchange publishes the schedu+e of the Crime Prevention Workshops 

WXYZ-TV coverage of final workshop at Northwest Center; carried on 
6 P.M. news that evening. 

The Exchange noted that whistles and aerosol alarms can be obtained 
from the project. 

Bill Yagerlener appeared on "Detroit Today" (WKBD-TV) to explain the 
project and offer "tips" to viewers on crime prevention. 

Leslie Roberts appeared on "Kelly & Company" (WXYZ-TV) to provide 
information on sexual assault prevention. 

The Northeast Detroiter describes Hotor City project. 

The Exchange reports on 1979-80 continuation plans. 

The Northeast Detroiter reports on Hotor City project. 

The Exchange reports on plans for crime prevent~on conference. 

HGPR-TV covers crime prevention conference. CKLW-Radio (Hinds or) 
covers crime prevention conference. 

The Exchange reports on the availability of the Project's Crime 
Rrevention Action Guide. 

Freida Gorrecht & Bill Yagerlener are interviewed on W:XON-.TV regarding 
Crime Prevention Project 

The Jefferson-Chalmers News explains how SCAT operates and is funded. 
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DATE 

September-October, 

December, 1979 

December, 1979 

February 6, 1980 

February 12, 1980 

February 13, 1980 

January 1.9 - March 

February, 1980 

March, 1980 

March, 1980 

79 
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ATTACHMENT B 

MEDIA LOG 

DESCRIPTION OF COVERAGE 

The Crime Prevention Project is featured irr Perspective on Aging, 
published by the National Council on the Aging. 

The Project is described in the Connnunity Crime Prevention Letter, 
a national newsletter on crime prevention. 

Motor City program featured in "Hi Neighbor", publication of 
Outer-Van Dyke Home Owners Association. 

Workshops announced on WDET-FM •. 

WXYZ~TV reports on workshop at Northwest Reuther Senior Center. 

WXYZ (radio) reports on workshop series and availability of Action GuideE 

W:XON-TV featured "Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens" on "Senior 
Journal" public affairs program. 

Retiree News, published by UAW Region IE, included an announcement of 
the "Senior Journal" series. 

Seni?rity, the nat~onal newsletter of the Amalgamated Clothing and 
Text1le Workers Un1on, announced the television program and the 
avail~bility of the brochures. 

The Wonderful Times, monthly publication of the Bay City (Michigan) 
Office on Aging, reprinted parts of Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens: 
An Action Guide. 

March, 1980 CJE Newsletter, national publication of the National Council of Senior 
Citizens Criminal Justice and the Elderly Project, featured the Project 
in a 3~ page profile. 

November 15, 22, & 29 ~V'.AON'-TV provided J 30-minute editions of "Senior Journal" devoted 
exclusively to "Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens". 

November 28, 1980 Detroit Free Press editorial published the availability of crime 
prevention materials and urged the continued funding of the Project. 
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CRIME PREVENTION PROJECT OFFICE: 2230 WITHERELL STREET, DETROIT, MI 48201 - 963-5212 

VOLUME 1, NUMBER 1 FEBRUARY. 1979 

New Crime Prevention Project Starts 
Innovation born from necessity will provide new approaches to the prevention of crime. 
That is one of the hypotheses being tested by the Law Enforcement Assistance Admini

stration (LEAA) through its Community Anti-Crime Program. 
Using a $200,000 grant from this U.S. Department of Justice agency, the Wa~ter P. 

Reuther Senior Centers recently launched its Crime Prevention Project to establish crime 
prevention programs in the organization's network of senior centers and to coordinate the 
efforts of several neighborhood-based groups. 

THE GOAL: COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN CRIME PREVENTION 
LEAA was established in 1968 to administer a variety of programs aimed at improving 

the nation's criminal justice system. In the past, the focus of LEAA activities at the 
state and local level was on such programs as the training of law enforcement personnel and 
improving the operation of police agencies, court systems, and treatment facilities. 

In recent years local law enforcement officials and community leaders began to re
cognize that the control of crime was not exclusively the responsibility of the police 
and the courts. Although for a number of years community-based groups have been actively 
involved in crime prevention and have worked closely with local police officials, they 
have been frustrated by the lack of adequate funding for their programs. 

In the Crime Control Act of 1976, Congress established a special Office of Community 
Anti-Crime Programs within LEAA to administer a $15 million per year program aimed speci
fically at crime prevention at the community level. Representative John Conyers, from the 
First Congressional District in Detroit, was the principal author of the legislation creat
ing the program, q significant federal endorsement of strong citizen involvement in crime 
prevention efforts. 

The objective of the program is to assist community organizations, neighborhood 
groups, and individuals to become involved in activities designed to prevent crime, reduce 
the fear of crime, and contribute to neighborhood revitalization. 

By ensuring that funds get to the neighborhood level, LEAA hopes that residents will 
be mobilized into effective self-help organizations which can develop and conduct anti
crime programs aimed at the special needs of the community. 

CRIME RATE, FEAR OF CRIME RELATED 
Police officials point out that the crime rate in any given community is directly 

related to the fear of crime. The isolation of neighborhood residents from one another 
both results from and contributes to the fear of crime and destroys the feeling of "comm
unity" necess.ary for social order. In this kind of environment crime flourishes. 

But the fear of crime can also motivate citizens to interact with each other and 
~ develop new approaches to reducing crime. It is the strategy of the LEAA Community Anti
~ Crime Program to support formal and informal neighborhood and community groups which are 

able to carryon effective crime prevention programs. 
(cont. on next page) 
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REUTHER CENTERS: CRIME PREVENTION ADDED 
Since 1953 the Reuther Senior Centers has been providing health, legal, nutrition, 

educatioa, recreation, and social programs for senior citizens through a network of "drop
in" centers. The centers are located at 10100 Harper Avenue. 10301 West Seven Mile Road, 
and 5555 McGraw. The services are available at no charge to all senior citizens over the 
age of 55. 

A part of the LEAA funds is being used to establish programs at the centers to keep 
the elderly from becoming victims of crime and to reduce their fear of crime. These in
clude,a telephone reassurance program, a move-about program, and programs aimed at increas
ing the involvement of senior citizens in Neighborhood Watch and Operation Identification. 

A second part of the Crime Prevention Project focuses on the needs of four neighbor
hood-based groups; Neighborhood East Area Residents (NEAR), Project ReTree, Latin Americans 
for Social and Economic Development (LA SED), and St. John's Ukranian Catholic Church. As 
subgrantees, they receive funds to conduct their own crime prevention projects. 

NEAR: RESIDENTIAL SECURITY 
This eastside group is receiving $5,300 to improve the security features on homes in 

a target area bounded ~oughly by Alter Roa~, Mack Avenue, East Outer Drive, and Harper 
Avenue. Parts of this area have been especially hard-hit by burglaries in the past year. 
The residential security project supplements other crime prevention activities such as 
Neighborhood Watch and Operation Identification. Under the program, many of the neighbor
hood's residents - especially the elderly - will have such items as peepholes and door
and window-locks installed or improved in their homes. Many of these people could not 
otherwise have afforded these basic home security improvements. 

PROJECT RE-TREE: IISCAT II 
The Senior Citizens Area Transit (SCAT) was established by Project ReTree for the 

elderly residents of the eastside area bounded by Warren Avenue, Dickerson Street, Mack 
Avenue, and Balfour Street. Residents over the age of 55 call the SCAT office and request 
that an 8-passenger van drive them to and from medical appointments, business, and recrea- ~ 
tional-social services in and around that neighborhood. There is no fee for this service. 

This transportation service enables the elderly to move about more freely in their 
community and breaks down their isolation from one another. 

The SCAT office is located in the Fifteenth Precinct Mini-Station at 16334 East Warren. 
The telephone number is 885-7123. Calls are taken from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and the van makes 
pick-ups and deliveries until 5 p.m. on weekdays. 

LA SED: BILINGUAL CRIME PREVENTION 
LA SED, on the southwest side of the city, is using its LEAA funds to establish a 

bilingual crime prevention program. Since many of th~t area's residents - especially the 
elderly - speak only Spanish, a community worker has been hired to translate crime preven
tion literature, most of which has been available only in English. The worker also acts 
as a liaison between the community and the two police precincts in that part of the city. 

ST. JOHNIS: SENIOR TRANSPORTATION AND TRANSLATION 
The program undertaken by St. John's Ukranian Catholic Church in the city's southwest 

community is a combination transportation-translation service. 
The church is using its funds to operate a school bus to escort senior citizens around 

the Michigan-Livernois community. Before this service was launched, many of the elderly 
residents were shut-ins and found it difficult to carryon such routine activities as 
shopping and banking. 

Because many of the seniors immigrated to this country from eastern Europe, a community 
worker has been hired to translate crime prevention material into Ukranian, Polish, and 
Russian. 

The REUTHER SENIOR CENTERS CRIME PREVENTION PROJECT has been funded by LEAA for one ~ 
year. The project's five-person professional staff, assisted by student interns from 
Wayne State University Criminal Justice Program, operates from an office at 2230 Witherell 
Street in the downtOwn ~vCA. The telephone number is 963-5212. 
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CRIME PREVENTION ACTION GUIDE 

n911 " 
In Detroit, police officers - as well as fire fighters and emergency medical crews -

can be summoned quickly by simply dialing "911". ' 
Every day an estimated 5,000 calls are made to the emergency telephone system. But 

because not all of these calls involve real emergencies and because some callers do not 
give enough accurate information, police officers cannot always respond quickly to those 
situations in which a crime could be prevented or acted upon. 

The "911" emergency telephone system can be a useful tool in the prevention of crime 
when it is used properly. 

Here are a few important remi~ders. 

The system should be used only to in an emergency to report a crime, a suspected 
crime, or an interrupted ·crime. All other calls for police service should be directed to 
the local precinct or to the appropriate section of the department. 

• IF YOU WITNESS A CRH1E OR ARE THE VICTH1 OF A CRIME, CALL 11911". 

• IF YOU SUSPECT THAT A CRH~E IS BEING COMMITTED OR IS ABOUT TO HAPPEN, CALL "911". 
(Your "hunch" may prevent the crime from actually happening.) 

• IF YOU SEE A CRIME BEING STOPPED OR INTERRUPTED, CALL "911". (An unsuccessful 
criminal will probably try again later - in a few days or a few minutes.) 

Unless the police are notified in these cases, they cannot work effectively with 
you and your community to prevent crime. 

HOW SHOULD II 9 1111 BE USED? 

• REMAIN CAU~. 

• STAY ON THE LINE IF YOU ARE ANSWERED BY A RECORDED MESSAGE. (You will waste 
valuable time if you hang up and re-dial.) 

III TELL EXACTLY WHAT IS HAPPENING. ("Two men have just broken into a house across 
the street from me ... ") 

• TELL EXACTLY WHERE THE POLICE ARE NEEDED. (" ... at 1641 Main Street between 
Second and Third Streets.") 

• ANSWER THE OPERATORIS QUESTIONS. (To determine how to handle your call and to 
give the officers the correct information, the operator must have an accurate 
report of what is happening.) 

• TELL WHERE YOU ARE CALLING FROM. (Sometimes the "action" has moved from the 
original location and the police need to talk to the person ~10 called.) 

----------------------------------------------This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project of the Walter P. 
Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, MI 48201, (313) 963-5212. 
Reproduction is permitted and encouraged provided credit is given to the Project. 

" 



--------------- ----- -------

The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter is published each month by the Crime 
Prevention Project of the Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., Detroit. 

This project is supported by Grant Number 78-CA-AX-OI04, awarded by the Law 
Enforcement Assistance Administration, United Statnu Department of Justice. Points of 
view or opinions stated in this publicat~on are those of the Crime Prevention Project 
and do not necessarily represent the official position of the United States Department 
of Justice. 

Information about the project can be obtained from: 

CRIME PREVENTION PROJECT 
2230 Witherell Street 
Detroit, Michigan 48201 

Telephone: (313) 963-5212 

waltet' p. 'Je,cfdha SeJlior ellteUI ilIC'I detroit 
8731 EAST JEFFERSON AVENUE 

DETROIT. MICHIGAN 482)4 

NON· PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

Paid 
Detroit, Mich. 

Permit No. 1532 

(Each issue of The Community Crime Ptevention Newsletter features a free or inexpensive 
resource which neighborhood leaders and groups may find useful in their crime preven
tion programs.) 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND THE ELDERLY 

CJE, a program of the National Council of Senior Citizens, focuses on the issues, 
resources, legislation, programs, and proposals affecting senior citizens and the 
criminal justice system. The project is supported by grants from LEAA, HUD, the Com
munity Services Administration, the Administration on Aging, and the Ford Foundation. 
The organization publishes the quarterly CJE Newsletter. For additional information ~. 
and a free newsletter subscription, contact: Criminal Justice and the Elderly, National ~ 
Council of Senior Citizens, 1511 K Street, N.W., Suite 540, Washington, D.C., 20005, 
(202) 638-4848. -
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VOLUME 1, NUHBER 2 HARCH, 1979 

Workshops for Seniors Under Way 
A nine-week series of crime prevention workshops for senior citizens has begun at the 

Reuther Senior Centers as part of that organization's Crime Prevention Project. 
The workshops focus on steps seniors can take to reduce their chances of becoming vic

tims of crime and on organizing volunteers to coordinate crime prevention activities in 
each center and in the surrounding neighborhoods. 

As is the case with the nutrition, health, legal, social, recreational, and education
al services provided at the three drop-in centers, the crime prevention workshops are 
offered at no charge to persons over 55 years of age. 

The workshops are also being offered at Operation Get-Down on the city's eastside. 
. . ~ach 90-minute session emphasizes a different aspect of crime prevention. Although 
~ndlvldual~ are encouraged to participate in all nine workshops, they may join at any point 
ln the serles. The staff of the Crime Prevention Project hopes that senior citizens who 
are active in block clubs and other neighborhood organizations will be able to attend. ill . The wo~ks~ops f:ature presentations by crime prevention specialists, such as police 
offlcers, vlctlm asslstance counselors, self-defense instructors, and individuals who are 
involved in neighborhood anti-crime programs. lvorkshap members a.lso participate in group 
discussions, demonstrations, and follow-up activities. 

I SOUTH~~EST NORTHWEST EASTSI~ OPERATION 
t~ORKSHOP TOP I C CENTER CENTER CENTER GET-DOVJN 

_ 10.,A. r'1- 12: 30 P. ~1. ,)..Q A. r,1. _l?: 30 P J~. 
Community Effort: The Key Feb. 26 Feb. 27 Harch 1 Harch 1 
to Crime Prevention -. ~--. 

I Residential Security: Harch 6 Harch 13 Harch 15 March 15 
Community Action I 02:30 p.m.) - .... .~ --
Residential Security: March 15 March 6 Harch 8 Harch 8 
Innivinl1.<ll Ar't-inn 
Personal Safety March 21 Harch 20 March 22 March 22 

--
Self-Defense March 30 March 27 March 29 Harch 29 

.-. -- - .. 
Crimes of Greed (Part 1) April 9 April 3 April 5 April 5 

Crimes of Greed (Part 2) April 18 April 10 April 12 April 12 
- -

Reporting Crimes April 3 April 17 April 19 April 19 
(lZ :3£1 ~ .m.) 

"Wrapping Up" April 26 April 24 April 26 April 26 
. 

J 

Southtvest Reuther Center - 5555 HcGraw (Kronk Recreation Building) - 895-5400 
Northwest Reuther Center - 10301 1-1. Seven Mile (Tindal Recreation Building) - 341-6511 
Eastside Reuther Center - 10100 Harper (Eastside YMCA) - 925-2105 
Operation Get-Down - 9980 Gratiot (at Harper) - 921-1075 



New Project Starts 
The Hotor City Consumer Co-Op, Inc. has begun a crime prevention program in the com- ~ 

munity surrounding its service center in the VanDyke-McNichols Road area. 
The project is one of five community-based programs funded through the Reuther Senior 

Centers Crime Prevention Project. The others are the Neighborhood East Area Residents 
Home Security Project, the Senior Citizens Al'"'.a Transit, LA SED's bilingual Crime Preven
tion Project, and the Transportation-Translation Project conducted by St. John's Ukranian 
Catholic Church. 

Motor City's project will include a series of workshops to train and mobilize com
munity volunteers in conducting crime prevention activities. John'D'Agostino, president 
of the cooperative, has had considerable experience in leadership training and in crime 
prevention. As International Representative in the UAW Retired and Older Horkers Depart
ment, in 1977 he coordinated a two-day statewide conference on "Crime and the Older Citizen." 
The seminar was attended by 125 retirees and leaders of local UAW retired workers chapters. 
This program was followed by four regional senlinars. For the conferences, D'Agostino pre
pared a packet of seminar guidelines, 1500 copies of which have been distributed to individ
uals and organizations across the country. Some 15,000 copies of a crime prevention bro
chure he prepared have also been distributed. 

As its first service to the community, Moto:r City will provide individual copies of 
the pUblications to groups. Requests should be sent to ~fotor City Consumers Co-Op, Inc., 
17950 VanDyke, Detroit 48234. 

Residents, neighborhood groups, and businesses in the area of VanDyke between McNichols 
Road and Seven Mile Road who wish to be added to Motor City's contact list are also asked 
to contact the cooperative. 

Crime Committee Studies LEAA· 
Two community-based organizations in the Detroit area which are funded under the 

LEAA Community Anti-Crime Program testified at a hearing conducted by the Subcommittee on 
Crime of the House Committee on the Judiciary. The hearing was held in Detroit on February 
22 and 23 and was chaired by Representative John Conyers. 

The subcommittee is considering legislation to revamp the Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration, which must be reauthorized by Congress by October 1 of this year. Congress
man Conyers has introduced a bill which would change the structure of the agency and would 
require more direct involvement by citizens in the development of the plans which determine 
~ow criminal justice funds are spent in each state and by local units of government. 

The Conyers bill would also provide more funds for juvenile justice and delinquency 
prevention programs and for the Community Anti-Crime Program. 

Representatives of the Reuther Senior Centers and the North Central Seven Community 
Organization pointed out that the major advantage of the current Community Anti-Crime Pro
gram is that crime prev.ention funds go directly to community residents who are directly 
affected by crime and better able to mobilize their neighbors against crime. They urged 
that the program be continued and more fully funded so that grantees would not have to de
vote so much time to raising funds for their programs. 

Other witnesses pointed out that until very recently the criminal justice system put ~ 
little emphasis on crime prevention. They noted that the treatment of offenders was con- \l; 
sidered more important than prevention, which has often been treated as a "luxury" item. 

On May 15 the full committee will begin "marking up" the legislation (that is, deter
mining the final version of the bill it will send to the House of Representatives). 

( 
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Operation Identification 
Operation Identification, the program in which valuable items are engraved with the 

owner's driver's license number, is a proven crime prevention strategy - especially when 
it is used in an organized way by neighborhood groups. 

According to crime prevention specialists, there are two important advantages to the 
system. (1) Thieves are less likely to break into homes and apartments participating in 
the program because "marked goods" are more difficult to dispose of and can be quickly 
identified by police officers as stolen goods. (2) ~~en stolen goods are recovered, those 
that are engraved can be more easily returned to the owners. In 1978 almost $42,000 was 
raised at auctions conducted by the Detroit Police Department. Many of the auctioned 
items were stolen, but the owners could not be determined (Many items were sold at a 
fraction of the original price!) 

* MAKE TWO LISTS of the valuable items in your home or apartment. Include the 
manufacturer's name, the model number, the serial number, and other descriptive 
information. Keep one list in a safe place in your home. Leave one list at 
work, with a close relative or friend, or in a safety deposit box. 

* BORROW AN ENGRAVER from your police precinct crime prevention officers, a near
by police mini-station or a Neighborhood City Hall. Senior citizens can borrow 
engravers from the three Reuther Senior Centers. 

* ENGRAVE your driver's license number on as many of the items on your list as 
possible. If you don't have a driver's license, use that of a close relative 
or friend. If this is not possible, use your Social Security number. 

* On your lists, CHECK OFF the items you have engraved. 

* PLACE THE "OPERATION I. D. II STICKERS on your doors and/or tv'indows to discourage 
would-be burglars. 

* HAVE THE NEIGHBORS on both sides of your home do the same. 

MAJUZED (X) ITEM . MANUFACTURED BY I MODt1!-U-.J.If __ ~SER~tl"",:AW-.liu...lt +I __ ~O~TH~E~' R~I.!;l.;NF~O~RMA~o!o.TI;;.:O~N1-_---J 

~+======='======~~~F=====--'=-~'~~~~--~.==~'==~~========~~====~===-==~ 
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This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project of the Walter P. 
Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit~ MI 48201, (313) 963-5212. 
neproduction is permitted and encouraged provided credit is given to the Project. 
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The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter is published each month by the Crime 
Prevention Project of the Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., Detroit. 

This project is supported by Grant Number 78-CA-AX-0104, awarded by the Law 
Enforcement Assistance Administration, United States Department of Justice. Points of 
view or opinions stated in this publication are those of the Crime Prevention Project 
and do not necessarily represent the official position of the United States Department 
of Justice. 

Information about the project can be obtained from: 

CRIME PREVENTION PROJECT 
2230 Witherell Street 
Detroit, Michigan 48201 

Telephone: (313) 963-5212 
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(Each issue of The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter features a free or inexpensive 
resource which neighborhood leaders and groups may find useful in their crime preven
tion programs.) 

CRIME PREVENTION HANDBOOK FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 

Published by the National Institute of Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice (a di
vls:on 0: ~EAA), the 53-page handbook describes practical steps that can be taken by 
sen~or cltlzens - or anybody - to keep themselves reasonably safe. The handbook is es
peclally.useful for community leaders and workshop instructors. 

Avallable at the U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) Bookstore in the McN 
Federal Building, 477 Michigan Avenue (at Cass). $2.10. (Stock No. 027-000-005~~:~~) 

I 
e 'il' 

Il; 

I' 

, 
, i 

~ 

- ~-------.~---

~ Community Crime 
~ PreventioJ[ Newsletter 

wntter p. "J2ellt!ter Sell/or elltetJ1 iIIC., detroit 

CRIME PREVENTION PROJECT OFFICE: 2230 WITHERELL STREET, DETROIT, MI 48201 - 963-5212 

VOLillIE 1, NUMBER 3 Arr,IL, 1979 

Senior Workshops Continue 
"No man is an island, entire of itself. Every man is a piece of the continent, a 

part of the whole." 
Henry Coward, a member of the Northwest Reuther Senior Center and the President of the 

Buena Vista #1 Block Club, used this familiar quote to help set the theme for the series of 
crime prevention workshops which are currently being conducted by the Crime Prevention 
Project. The 9-week series began in late. February and will continue through April at the 
three Reuther Senior Centers and at Operation Get-Down. 

The workshops have stressed the importance of community involvement in the prevention' 
of crime and are also helping senior citizens develop and strengthen their individual 
crime prevention skills. The first sessions have focused on Neighborhood Watch, Operation 
Identification, Home Securit~ Measures, and Self-Defense Techniques. The programs in April 
will deal with such topics as Redlining, Con Games, Consumer Fraud, and the use of "91l" 

~\ to report crimes. . 
\1;; Workshop participants, notes Community l-lorker Leslie Roberts, are receiving at least 

) 

13~ hours of intensive training. By comparison, she told the members of the Southwest 
Center, until recently crime prevention was not a part of a police officer's formal train
ing. Now all new officers receive 4 hours of training in prevention, mini-station officers 
receive 16 hours, and officers in the Crime Prevention Unit receive at least 40 hours of 
training. Roberts told the audience that they will be as well trained in crime prevention 
as many poli~e officers and, in some cases, b€tter trained. 

The need for the workshops can be seen in the attendance statistics. DUring the first 
week 120 persons took part. By the third week, enrollment had grown to 200. 

When the current 9-week series is completed, there will still be mu~h activity taking 
place. Workshop members will be completing their own engraving for Operation Identification. 
Their homes will be surveyed by crime prevention officers who will recommend ways of im
proving th~ security features. Those seniors who request it will then be eligible to re
ceive security hardware recommended by the police officers. Several workshop members have 
already begun organizing Neighborhood Watches. Crime P~evention Committees will be organ
ized to keep these and other anti-crime activities going. 

Plans are also being drawn up for a series of seminars on-the Criminal Justice System 
and for workshops to help block club members strengthen their organizations. A Wayne 
County Community College course on Self-Defense is alse planned. 

SOUTHI~EST NORTHHEST EASTSIDE OPERAT'rON 
WORKSHOP TOPTC CENTER CENTER CENTER GET-DOWN 

10 A.t·" 12: 30 P. r-1. 10 A J·t 12:30 P.i-" 
Crimes of Greed (Part 1) April 9 April 3 April 5 April 5 

Crimes of Greed (Part 2) April 18 April 10 April 12 April 12 

Reporting Crimes . April 3 April 17 April 19 April 19 
(12:30 p.m.) 

"Wrapping Up" April 25 April 24 April 26 April 26 



Task Force Studies Seniors' ~~eeds 
Recognizing that crime is a major concern of Michigan's elderly population, last May 

Governor William Milliken created the Task Force on Crime Prevention for the Elderly. ~, 
In establishing the 14-member panel, the Governor noted that the fear of crime can ~' 

cause the elderly to become prisoners in their own homes. He also pointed out that because 
of the limited incomes of many older adults, the economic impact of crime may be greater 
for them than for younger people. 

The Task Force has been evaluating present efforts at crime prevention for the elderly 
as well as the training received by law enforcement personnel and others working with aging 
programs. Its preliminary report was sent to the Governor in September. 

A major concern of the panel is that there is no statewide, uniforrn system for record
ing and reporting crimes against the elderly. Although the Detroit Police Department com
piles this type of information, many out-state communities do not. The lack of such a 
data base makes it difficult to monitor the prevention needs of the elderly and to develop 
effective programs. 

~he Task Force is staffed through the State Office of Services to the Aging, which is 
working with the Office of Criminal Justice Programs on two pilot crime prevention programs 
in Detroit and Ingham County. 

The Reuther Senior Centers is represented on the Task Force by Freida Gorrecht, the 
organization's Executive Director. Bill Yagerlener, Director of the Crime Prevention 
Project, serves on the panel's Technical Assistance Team. 

The Task Force is currently refining the recommendations made in its initial report 
and is developing a plan for their implementation. 

Self-defe~se Course Begins 
An 8-week course on self-defense geared toward the. special needs of the elderly has 

begun at the Southwest Senior Center. 
The course is offered through the Cow~unity Services Division of Wayne County Comm- ~ 

unity College. Joanne Spir?, the instructor, has conducted self-defens@ classes through-
out the Detroit area fQr the past several years. 

The CQurse stresses practical actions that can be taken to prevent an attack as well 
as steps to take in the event of an assault .. Spiro is the author of Women's Self-Defense -
22 Commonly Asked Questions. -

A unique feature of this series is that several of the students are physically im
paired. Of the first 15 Center members who enrolled in the class, 2 are totally or par
tially blind, 2 have arthritis, and 1 has a heart condition. These students will be 
assisted by the Project Restore therapist assigned to the Southwest Center. 

As with other WC3 courses. there is no charge for the self~defefise class for persons 
over 55 years of age. 

The course will begin at a later date at the Northwest and Eastside Reuther Senior 
Centers. For registration information, contact the Crime Prevention Project office at 
963-5212. 

Thank YOU! 
Here, for the record, are some of the people who have helped to make the Crime Pre

vention workshops such a success. 
This list includes only those who volunteered for the first three sessions. They-

and thQse who helped with the other sessions - will be honored with special awards during 
the week of April 24: Rev. Herman Hutson, a member of the McClellan and Gratiot Involved 
Citizens (MAGIC) .•..•. Henry Coward, member of the Northwest Reuther Senior Center and 
President of the Buena Vista #1 Block Club ....• Denise Beumer, Crime Prevention Coordinator ~ 
for Neighborhood East Area Residents (NEAR) .•... James Moore, member of the Northwest ~ 
Reuther Senior Center .••.. Ruth Ford of the Whitcomb-7 Mile Block Club and the 12th Precinct 
Community Relations Committee ..... Ruby Edwards of the Hartwell Block Club .••.. Jan Williams 
and Edna Delaforce of- the Crary-St. Mary's Community Council ..... Harry James, the North-
west Center member who h~lped with the photography. 
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Whistles & Shreak Alarms 
{\Thistles and aerosol "shreak" alarms can be an effective crime deterrent when used 

properly. Like other prevention activities (such as home security surveys and Operation 
Identification) these alarm programs can be useful for individuals and even more effec
tive when they are part of an entire community's crime prevention strategy. 

.An individual carries a whistle or alarm wherever he or she goes and keeps it 
handy when at home . 

• If the person is confronted on the street, witnesses a crime, fears trouble, 
or needs emergency assistance, he/she blows the whistle or sets off the alarm 
when it is safe to do so. This noise startles the criminal and alerts others 
that someone needs help. It may also bring out more witnesses who can provide 
the police with valuable information. 

• The people who hear the noise rush to find out what's happening, while others 
call "911" to summon help. 

REMEMBER THESE TIPS ... 
• If you need help, move to the middle of the street or to an open area where 

others can see you when you ~low your whistle or set off your alarm. 
• Keep making noise until help arrives. Criminals don't like to attract attention. 
• Carry your whistle or alarm in your hand - not in your pocket or purse. You 

need to get to it quickly. (Some people carry a whistle on a key ring.) 
Besiges, if you are holding an alarm in your hand, you're more likely to pay 
attention to what's going on around you. 

• If you hear a whistle or alarm, determine where the sound is coming from. Take 
your alarm with you as you move toward the sound so you can alert other neigh
bors. In an organized community, some neighbors will call "911" while others 
are rushing to help. 

YOU CHOOSE ... 
8 ~ whistle is easy to carryon a key ring or on a thin neck chain. But it may 

be difficult for you to blow it if you are physically involved in a crime or 
lose Y04r breath in the excitment. In some areas whistles are a popular fad 
with youths. 

• An aerosol shreak alarm gives off an ear-piercing noise without much effort. 
But you may be tempted to carry it in your purse or pocket rather than in 
your hand. 

Wh1chever alarm you choose, use it properly. Get your neighbors involved too! Crime 
thrives when a community is silent. 

Senior citizens can obtain whistles and shreak alarms at tae three Reuther Senior 
Centers, which are located at 5555 McGraw (in the Kronk Recreation Building), 10100 Harper 
(in the eastside Y11CA) , and 10301 West Seven Mile (in the Tindal Recreation Building). 

A donation of $1 is requested for whistles and $1.50 for shreak alarms. Seniors who 
participate in the Crime Prevention Project are provided an alarm or whistle at ~ charge. 

This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project of the Walter P. 
Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, MI 48201, (313) 963-5212. 
Reproduction is permitted and encouraged provided credit is given to the Project. 
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(Each issue of The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter features a free or inexpensive 
resource which neighborhood leaders and groups may find useful in their crime preven
tion programs.) 

THE EXCHANGE 

The newsletter of the Neighborhood Information Exchange is published twice a month 
to alert NIE members about activities, programs, resources, proposals, and issues affect-
ing neighborhoods throughout Detroit. NIE is a non-profit, tax-exempt association of the ~ 
city's neighborhood-based organizations and individuals interested in neighborhood develop-~ 
ments. An annual membership fee of $15.00 is required. 

To request a membership brochure and sample newsletter, write: NIE, 742 W. McNichols 
Road, Detroit 48203. 

* 

!.-~ 

1 
! 

I 
, I 

! 

rr;. 
~~, 

.. ---

~ Community Crime 
~ PreventioJ[ Newsletter 

watter p. ?eel/tlrer SeJlio~ ellte~J, iJlc., det~oit 
CRIME PREVENTION PROJECT OFFICE: 2230 WITHERELL STREET, DETROIT, MI 48201 - 963-5212 

VOLUME 1, NUMBER 4 MAY, 1979 

First Phase of Project Completed 
At the April 24 "Wrapping Up" session at the Northwest Reuther Senior Center 59 work

shop participants and volunteers received. certificates acknowledging their roles in the 
9-week Crime Prevention Workshops. 

Northwest Center President Al Smith also presented a special Service Award to the 
Detroit Police Department's Crime Prevention Unit in recognition of the cooperation and 
assistance provided by the unit. The award was accepted on behalf of the Department by 
Mayoral Aide Alex Duvall and Inspector Jim Humphrey. (A similar award was pre$ented to 
the officers of the Crime Prevention Units in the Sixth, Twelfth, and Fifteenth Precincts.) 

Mr. Duvall - to the audience's surprise - presented a "Key to the City" to the Reuther 
Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project on behalf of Mayor Coleman Young. Al Smith accept
ed the key in the name of the centers and noted that it symbolized the Mayor's interest in 
the needs of Detroit's senior citizens. 

On April 25, 53 workshop participants and volunteers at the Southwest Center received 
their certificates. The ceremony was repeated on April 16 at the Eastside Center, where 
75 certificates were presented. 

The series of workshops began on February 26 and were held four times each week 
through April. The sessions stressed practical steps individuals can take to reduce their 
chances of becoming victims of crime. Special emphasis was placed on the needs of senior 
citizens and on the importance of community involvement in crime prevention. 

In their congratulatory remarks at the final session, Community Workers Ramzey Jize, 
Alvin Sims; and L@slie Roberts pointed o~t t~at workshops were the first phase of the 
Crime Prevention Project. They will be working closely with the workshop participants 
in the next few months to expand the Neighb~rhood Watch and Operation Identification 
programs. (The WhistleSTOP program is already moving along rapidly. To date almost 300 
shriek alarms and 200 whistles have been distributed through the three Reuther Centers.) 

Future activities under consideration include leadership training workshops for 
seniors who are active in neighborhood groups and the development of a "mini" series of 
Crime Prevention workshops for other senior centers, church groups, and block clubs. 

'Whistles, Alarms, & Engravers 
Whistles and personal "shriek" alarms can be obtained at the Reuther Senior 

Centers. The whistles, along with an information packet on the WhistleSTOP program, 
can be purchsed for $1 each. The aerosol alarms sell for $1.50. 

Seniors who want to purchase these crime prevention devices or borrow an 
Operation Identification engraver should contact the Crime Prevention Project office 
for further details. The telephone number is 963-5212. 

, 



Neighborhood Assistance Proposed 
State Representative Deobie Stabenow (D-Lansing) has introduced House Bill 4371 to 

establish a Neighborhood Assistance and Partnership Fund within the Bureau of Community 
Services of the Department of Labor. The purpose of the fund is to encourage neighborhood 
organizations and businesses to engage in such neighborhood revitalization projects as 
job training, community services, and physical rehabilitation. 

Crime prevention would be an eligible activity under the proposed legislation. 
According to the proposal, a neighborhood group would develop a project and submit 

its plans to the Labor Department for approval. Upon certification by the department, the 
organization wuld then enter into a "partnership" with one or more businesses to provide 
funding or professional services for the project. The business, in turn, would be eligible 
to receive a rebate from the state for up to $50,000 for the first year of the project. 
The rebate would be increased by up to $50,000 for each additional year of the project up 
to a maximum annual rebate of $250,000. 

Supporters of the bill hope that the program will encou~age businesses to support 
neighborhood projects on a long-term and continuing basis. 

A similar program was adopted in 1967 in Pennsylvania and has since been adopted in 
New Jersey ,:nd Missouri. Under Pennsylvania's Neighborhood Assistance Program, three 
thousand contributors have invested close to $17 million in that state's communities. 

The Michigan proposal resulted from t,he report of the Urban Action Group, a task force 
appointed by Governor Milliken in 1977 to ~~alyze the problems facing the state's urban 
areas. 

Comments and inquiries can be directed to Rep. Stabenow or to Rep. William A. Ryan 
(D-Detroit), whose Urban Affairs Committee is currently considering the bill. They Gan be 
reached at the State Capitol, Lansing 48909. 

"Open House" Scheduled 
The three Reuther Senior Centers have scheduled "Open House" programs for May 23 

(Northwest Center), Nay 30 (Eastside Center), and May 31 (Southwest Center). 
The public is invited to visit the mUltipurpose centers and learn more about the 

many services and activities aimed at the community's senior citizens. 
Since 1953 the centers have been providing nutrition, legal, health, education, social, 

and recreation services for persons over 55 years of age. (No fees are charged for these 
services, nor is there any income r~quirement. You don't have to be retired - or a union 
member.) 

Using a grant from the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, the centers recently 
developed a program to help individuals and groups carryon crime prevention activities. 
During the "Open House", the sta.ff of the Crime Prevention Project will be available to 
discuss the program, provide information, and demonstrate anti-crime techniques. 

, The Northwest Center is located in the Tindal Recreation Building at 10301 West Seven 
Mile Road (near Wyoming). The Eastside Center is in the eastside YMCA, 10100 Harper Ave. 
(near Gratiot). The Southwest Center is housed in the Kronk Recreation Building, 5555 
McGraw (at Junction). 

The centers hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on weekdays. 
Why not drop in during the Open House - or any day! 

Coming Up ... 
In the next few issues of the Community Crime Prevention Newsletter you'll find 

information on the Detroit Police Department's Crime Prevention Advisory Committee, the 
Minority Anti-Rape Task Force, and the Community Revitalization Conference scheduled for 
July in Detroit ... and other useful information. 
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Apartment Security 
In many respects an apartment building is a small neighborhood. Instead of being 

spread around in homes on a city block, apartment residents are "squeezed together" into 
a small area. By working together, the residents of apartment buildings can make their 
community safe and pleasant. 

ORGANIZE AN APARTMENT WATCH ... 
This program is similar to the Neighborhood Watch system. Residents of a building 

exchange names and telephone numbers and select a Building Security Chief. If they notice 
something "out of the ordinary" going on in their building they contact each other and 
notify "911" if they feel police assistance is needed. 

More details on Apartment Watch and help in organizing this program can be obtained 
from the Detroit Police Department's Crime Prevention Section, 224-4030. Officers will 
also conduct a security survey of your apartment and building. 

USE THE BUZZERS PROPERLY ... 
In many buildings, residentS-Ca~buzz" open the front and/or back doors to admit 

visitors. Unfortunately, some residents automatically open the doors without knowing for 
sure who is being admitted. It could be a friend, a delivery person •.. or a thief! 

• When your doorbell rings, ask: "Who is it?" (Don't ask: "Is that you, Fred?" 
Almost anybody can say "Yes" to that question.) 

• If you don't hear an answer, don't buzz the door. Tell the caller to wait 
until you come to the door. 

• Don't buzz open the door to anyone (including delivery persons, letter 
carriers, 'news carriers, and utility company personnel) until you are 
absolutely certain they have legitimate business in your building. 

• Encourage your neighbors to be as careful as you are. 
dent can make all the apartments in your building more 
(In some buildings, the buzzers have been disconnected 
off at certain times of the day or night.) 

KEEP YOUR DOOR LOCKED .,. 

One careless resi
easy to burglarize. 
entirely or shut 

Lock your door whenever you're inside and whenever you leave. 

'. When you go down the hall to visit a neighbor, lock your door. 

• When you go to pick up the mail or dump the garbage, lock your door. 

• When you go to the lobby j'O admit a delivery person or to the basement 
to check on your laundry, lock your door. 

I F YOU RENT ... 
You should insist that the lock to:your apartment be changed when you move in, that 

all outside doors are secure, that the lighting around and inside the building is adequate 
and that your intercom system works properly. These are the landlord's responsibil1ty. 

Information about tenant and landlord rights and responsibilities can be obtained 
from the Landlord-Tenant Clinic, which is located on the 2nd floor of the Lafayette Build

(fiing, 149 Michigan Avenue. The telephone number is 963~1375. 
~ 

A 

This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project of the Walter P. 
Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, MI 48201, (313) 963-5212. 
Reproduction is permitted and encouraged provided credit is given to the Project. 
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(Each issue of The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter features a free or inexpensive 
resource which neighborhood leaders and groups may find useful in their crime preven
tion p'rograms.) 

Child Abuse & Neglect: A Community Problem 

This brochure has just been published by the City's Department of Public 
Information for the Mayor's Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect. 

The pamphlet explains the legal definitions of "abuse" and "neglect" and outlines 
the requirements imposed on medical personnel, social service providers, educators, and 

• 

law enforcement officials for reporting abuse and neglect. ... 
Also included are the phone numbers of agencies to which such cases can be reported .., 

as well as agencies providing counseling and shelter. 
For free copies, contact the Child/Family Center, 7737 Kercheval 48214. The phone 

number is 571-1780. 
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LA SED Develops Bilingual Program 
, , / 

"Atencion! Esta Usted interesado/a en la prevencion del crimen en su comunidad? 
Quiere saber c6mo hacer su casa m~s segura y como proteger sus cosas de valor? Si su 
respuesta es si, debe aJistir a un interesante programa de prevencion del crimen. EI 
programa destacar{ peliculas educativas, polic~s para contestar sus preguntas en Ingles 
y Espanol, exhibici~n de artfculos ~tiles para seguridad del hogar ... todos estan invitados 
a asistar a esta presentacion." 

~fost Detroiters seeing an announcement like this would not understand what the message 
means and would obviously not respond to th~s- invitation to attend a crime prevention meet
ing featuring a film, police officers to answer questions in English or Spanish, and a dis
play of home security items. 

THE LANGUAGE BARRIER 
(( i) On the other hand, if you are among the estimated 13,000 residents who understand 
~' only Spanish, all of the crime prevention material available from the Police Department 

and from a growing number of public and private agencies means nothing to you. According 
to Raymond Lozano, Director of Latin Americans for Social and Economic Development (LA SED), 
there are approximately 25,000 Latinos living in southwest Detroit. Well over 50 percent 
of these people, he notes, are exclusively Spanish-speaking. Compounding the problem is 
the fact that many people who speak only Spanish are also poor, elderly, and/or recent 
arr~vals to this country - the very people most in need of basic human services. 

The problem was demonstrated at the Crime Prevention Meeting held on June 5 at the 
LA SED Senior Center. In introdllcing the program, Community Horker Jessie Molina asked 
the audience of approximately 50 seniors how many understood English. Only 8 people 
raised their hands. Police officers from the Fourth Precinct responded to questions in 
both Spanish and English and explained the importance of citizen cooperation with the 
police in preventing crime. The program also featured a film to illustrate common-sense 
ways of preventing crime. Although the film was in English, LA SED's Director explained 
that the Spanish-speaking audience could understand the general idea being presented. But, 
he noted, several points could easily be misinterpreted unless a person understands English. 

BILINGUAL PROGRAM STARTED 
In an effort to address this problem, LA SED has been funded under the Reuther Senior 

Centers Crime Prevention Project to develop a bilingual program. Among the activities 
LA SED is carrying on are the publication and distribution of crime prevention literature 
in Spanish and the organizing of such programs as Neighborhood Watch and Operation Identi
fication in the Latino community on Detroit's southwest side. 

Lozano notes that the material LA SED prepares will also be distributed to Spanish
~ speaking communities in other cities throughout the United States. 
\~I Additional information on this phase of the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention 

Project can be obtained from the project office at 963-5212 or from LA SED, 4138 W. Vernor 
(48209). LA SED's telephone is 554-2025. 

--
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Self- Help Conference Coming 
The Reuth~r Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project is cooperating ~vith the Neighbor

hood Information Exchange, the Neighborhood Service Organization, New Detroit, Inc., the 
National Bank of "Gc-troit, and Hanufacturers National Bank in developing a Neighborhood 
Self-Help Conference. 

The conference will focus on the many issues affecting neighborhoods throughout the 
city. Leaders of neighborhood groups will be able to meet with representatives from 
several public and private agencies which have an interest in neighborhood stabilization 
and revitalization. Another goal of the conference is to assist neighborhood organizations 
in developing or improving the skills they need to manage community programs effectively. 
The conference planners hope that a Self-Help Handbook - similar to one developed for 
neighborhoods in New York - will result from the program. 

The conference is planned for late October. The exact date will be announced shortly. 

NAHRO Meeting in Detroit 
The National Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officers (NAi.i:':~O) ':,,~~11 :,lOld its 

National Conference on the City in Detroit beginning July 24. The conference will deal 
with strategies and programs that are generating new economic and social life in America's 
cities. 

Several of the conference sessions will focus on neighborhood revitalization issues: 
"How to Develop Long-term Marketing Strategies that Support and Sustain Neighborhood Re
vitalization", "How to Deal ~.,ith the Problems and Conflicting Interests of Displacement 
and Haintaining Investor Interests", "The Role of Non-profit Organizations in Neighborhood 
Revitalization", "Using Historic Preservation as a Catalyst to Private Revitalization ,41> 
Efforts", and "New Resources in Citizen Participation". '11> 

The four-day conference will take place at the Radisson-Cadillac Hotel. The regis
tration fee for non-members is $170. Additional information can be obtained by writing 
NAlIRO at 2600 Virginia Avenue, N.t>l., t>lashington, DC 20037. 

Because the registration fee will keep m~ny neighborhood groups from participating 
in the conference, Detroit's Neighborhood Information Exchange has asked NAHRO to make 
the workshop materials available to it. For details contact NIE at 742 W. McNichols (48203). 

Updates ... 
The Neighborhood Assistance Act (HB-4371) was unanimously approved by the Urban 

Affairs Committee of the Michigan House of Representatives and has been sent to the House 
Appropriations Con~ittee. The House is expected to approve the measure before it begins 
its summer recess in July. Action by the Senate is expected in the fall. For details about 
the legislation, consult the Hay issue of the Community Crime Prevention Newsletter or 
contact Rep. William Ryan at (517) 373-1776. 

The Governor's Task Force on Crime Prevention for the Elderly has listed as its pri
mary recommendation the establishment of a state\vide uniform crime reporting system in 
which police agencies would be required to report such information as the age and sex of 
crime victims. The task force feels that such statistical information is essential if crime 
prevention agencies are to be successful in their programs. Currently police agencies are 
not required to provide the State Police Department with this information. 

Gov~rnor r1illiken has signed into law Public Act No. 11, which provides that persons 
found to be in possession of stolen property can be prosecuted under a law prohibiting the 
buying, selling, or aiding in the concealment of stolen goods. The Hichigan Supreme Court 
had earlier held that a person ~vho steals property cannot be properly prosecuted under the 
"concealment" law. This decision caused a problem because possession of stolen property is 
often easier to prove than the actual theft. 
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CRIME PREVENTION ACTION GUIDE -
Information Sources 

Community groups which are involved in such neighborhood revitalization activities 
as crime prevention, housing rehabilitation, and commercial strip improvement may find it 
helpful to regi~ter with these agencies and organizations. Many of these agencies, as 
well as the off~ces of elected officials, publish directories, newsletters, brochures, 
bulletins, and media releases with useful information on programs and activities affecting 
neighborhoods. 

A letter explaining briefly the purpose of your organization is the most effective 
way of requesting that you be added to the mailing lists of these information sources. 

DIRECTORIES 
These directories are helpful in contacting elected and appointed officials and many 

public agencies. 
• ! Citizen's Guide ~ Elected Officials and The Detroit Public Schools Mini

Directory are published by the League of Women Voters, 2230 Witherell, Detroit 
48201, 962-0580. 

• 
• 
• 
• 

The City of Detroit Directory of Officials is compiled and published by the 
City Clerk, 304 City-County Building, 48226, 224-3270. 

The lvayne County Directory is published by the County Clerk, 201 City-County 
Building, 48226, 224-5525. 

,The Michigan Government Directory is prepared and distributed by State Rep. 
Perry Bullard, State Capitol, Lansing, 48909, (517) 373-2577. 

Neighborhood Problem-Solving and City of Detroit Services is compiled and 
published by City Council's Division of Research and Analysis, 1340 City-County 
Building, 48226, 224-4543. 

CITY OF DETROIT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 
.. Planning Department, 3400 Cadillac Tower (48226), 224-4556. The Department 

compiles a mailing list which is frequently used by a number of other City 
Departments. 

• Planning Commission, 1320 City-County Building (48226), 224-6225 

• Community and Economic Development Department, 150 Michigan Ave. (48226), 224-2560 

• Board of Zoning Appeals, 735 Randolph Street (48226), 224-3595 

• Neighborhood City Hall (for the correct NCH, contact the Administrative Office, 
1120 City-County Building 48226, 224-3450) 

• Police Dep~rtment Crime Prevention Unit, 1300 Beaubien Street (48226), 224-4030 
(each prec~nct ,also has a Crime Prevention Unit and a Community Relations Committee) 

• Public Information Department, 608 City-County Building (48226), 224-3755. The 
Department sends media releases to groups which publish newsletters. 

(NOTE: Next month's issue of the newsletter will include several state and federal 
agencies and non-profit groups which provide information useful in neighborhood programs. 

Ql'\dditiOnS and/or corrections to this -list are welcomed.) 

This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project of the Walter P. 
Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, MI 48201, (313) 963-5212. 
rreproduction is permitted and encouraged provided credit is given to the Project. 
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(Each issue of The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter features a free or inexp~nsive 
resource which neighborhood leaders and groups may find useful in their crime preven
tion programs.) 

Citizens' Action Guide to CETA 

This 40-page publication of the Center for Community Change describes the pro
grams, priorities, and procedures of the Comprehensive Employment and Training Act 
and explains how citizen groups can intervene in the CETA process, influence key 
decisions} and work effectively to have the jobs and training benefit their communities.& 

The guide is available at ?O cost to nonprofit community organizations with ~ 

limited budgets. Those which can afford the fee are asked to pay $1.50. 
Send requests to: Director of Publications, CCC, 1000 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., 

Washington, DC 20007. (2D2) 338-3565. 
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Motor City Stresses "Watch" 
"Unless we start looking at each other as neighbors, we're in trouble. The key to 

successful crime prevention programs is the neighborhood. There's no question in my mind." 
This was the message of John D'Agostino, president of Motor City Consumers Cooperative~ 

at the June 23 Crime Prevention seminar. D'Agostino told the audience of eastside neigh
borhood leaders that Motor City was working with the Reuther Senior Centers to assist 
community groups in that part of the city to carryon more effectively their crime pre
vention activities. "Motor City", he said, "wants to work with, through~ and for the 
cOI'lmunity in this effort." 

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH: A PRIORITY 
The Cooperative is one of five neighborhood-based organizations which are funded as 

part of the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project. The Motor City Program is 
operating out of the organization's credit union located at 17950 Van Dyke Avenue, just 
north of McNichols Road. The major thrust of its activities is assisting the block clubs 

~'and home-owners associations in the Eleventh and Fifteenth Precincts in organizing Neigh
~, borhood Watch. Its organizers are also working with the residents of the River Towers, 

a senior citizen apartment complex on East Jefferson, in establishing Apartment Watch. 
The importance of Neighborhood Watch in reducing and preventing crime was demonstrated 

to the audience by Inspector Jim Humphrey, the commanding officer of the Police Department's 
Crime Prevention Section. Humphrey noted that the department selected a westside neigh
borhood for an intensive organizing program. The goal, he said, was to involve 155 blocks 
in Neighborhood Watch. After one year, crime had dropped fifty percent. "He know that it 
works. We know that, when a community takes the stand that it will not be intimidated and 
is willing to stand up and be counted, we can impact on crime. The police and the commu
nity working together - that's what it's all about." 

Police Officers Edwin Kaler and Henry Wellams, who are assigned to the Eleventh Pre
cinct's Crime Prevention Unit, told the eastside leaders that a year ago only five blocks 
in the precinct were involved in Neighborhood Watch. Currently there is such an interest 
in the program, they said, that they are having trouble keeping up with the demands for 
their assistance. They noted~ however, that in the area immediately surrounding the credit 
union there were only a handful of organized groups. They welcomed Motor City's offer to 
help in organizing Neighborhood Watch. 

AN EFFECTIVE PREVENTION PROGRAH 
Eariier in the seminar a neighborhood leader indicated that some people are afraid to 

report crimes and participate in Neighborhood Watch because they fear reprisals from the 
suspects. Inspector Humphrey noted that such threats are treated by the police as "simple 
assaults" and that few threats are actually carried out. He pointed out that in a well 
organized community neighbors are watching out for each other. The fact that Neighborhood 

~~ Watch signs have not been vandalized, he said, shows that would-be criminals stay clear 
\6, of organized areas. 

The Motor City Crime Prevention Program has been working closely ",ith the LaSalle 
College Park Homeowners Association and the Outer-Van Dyke Homeowners Association. Neigh
borhood groups in the Eleventh and Fifteenth Precincts which are interested in learning 
how Motor City can work with them sl:l.Ould contact the Co-op at 366-8460. 



JOLT is Suspended in Michigan 
JOLT (Juvenile Offenders Learning Truth), a program aimed at deterring youths from 

committing more crimes by showing them life at Michigan's Jackson State Prison, has been 
suspended because it didn't work. The program, sponsored by the prison chapter of the 
Jaycees, had been in operation since May, 1978. 

The idea of the program was to show juvenile delinquents, first hand, what prison life 
is like and persuade them to change. The program was sirniliar to the "Scared Straight" 
program in New Jersey which was analyzed in the television documentary of the same name 
broadcast earlier this year on WTVS, Channel 50. 

A total of 227 cases were involved in the Michigan experiment. Half were assigned to 
the program and the other half were used as a control group. Program participants did not 
commit a significantly lower nutnber of crimes according to the state's evaluation. 

In the "Scared Straight" documentary 17 junvenile delinquents were observed interacting 
with prisoners who were serving life sentences at Rahway State Prison in New Jersey. It 
appeared as though the juveniles had, in effect, been "scared straight" by the brutally 
frank interaction and obscene language used by the inmates. 

The television program closed by stating 80%-90% of the juvenile participants had gone 
straight. 

Dr. James O. Finchenauer, of Rutgers University, researched the validity of the "Scared 
Straight" program on behalf of the National Center on Institutions and Alternatives and 
found that only 8% of those that participated in the program had a high-probability of 
delinquency. 

Further investigation showed that those who did not participate had about the same 
delinquency rate as those who did. This conclusion was also reached in the Michigan study 
and was the basis for suspending the program. 

Vince Brown 

Insurance Problem Cited 
An estimated 15 million of the 23 million Americans 65 and over have at least one 

insurance policy to supplement Medjcare according to a just-released report of the House 
Select Committee on Aging. Almost one-quarter of that huge total have more than one policy, 
and some have three, four, or more. 

This is despite the fact that most policies include a "coordination of benefits" clause 
which means that in cases where the coverage of the policies overlaps, only one will pay 
off. Rep. Claude Pepper of Florida says that the truth is that there is no policy that will 
plug all of Medicare's gaping holes and provide the elderly ,,,ith the comphrehensive cover
age they desperately want. 

The exploitation of the elderly in the Rale of health insurance policies to supplement 
Medicare has been under investigation by the House Select Committee on Aging for more than 
a year. Several options are open to the federal government to help meet the problems under
lined by the investigation. At the top of the list is broadening the scope of Medicare's 
coverage to fill the major gaps and uncovered services. 

Rep. Claude Pepper and 222 of his colleagues in the House are sponsoring a bill to 
provide a system of certification for health insurance policies sold to supplement Medicare. 
The program would be voluntary, but policies that met certain standards could be advertis~d 
as government approved. The bill also would impose penalities of up to 5 years in prison 
and fines up to $25,000 for false statements. There is also encouraging evidence that the 
government may be willing to ackpowledge responsibility for giving the elderly some guid
ance in buying Medi-Gap insurance. 

(In the next issue of the Community Crime Prevention Newsletter, the Project's staff 
will pass along some more advice to senior citizens from syndicated columnist Sylvia porteI~ 
about purchasing health insurance. The information in these articles is based on columns 
which appeared in the July 8 and July 10 issues of the Detroit Free Press.) 

Carolyn Jones .......... --------.................. --.................. --.... --............ .. 
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CRIME PREVENTION ACTION GUIDE -

Information Sources -II 
In the June issue of the Community Crime Prevention Newsletter, the "Action Guide" 

listed some directories community "groups will find useful and sOlne of the City of Detroit 
departments with which they should register in order to obtain information on activit~es 
affecting neighborhood revitalization. 

Here are several state, federal, and private agencies which publish newsletters, 
brochures, bulletins, and media releases with useful information on neighborhood-related 
programs. 

A letter explaining briefly the purpose of your organization is the most effective 
way of being added to the mailing lists of these information sources. If your group 
publishes a newsletter, be sure to mention this in your letter. 

, . 

((? 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
• Housing Development Authority, P.O. Box 30044, Lansing 48909, (517) 373-8370 

• Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 30224, Lansing 48909, (517) 373-8674. The 
Department's Financial Institutions Bureau provides information on mortage 
redlining. 

• Department of Labor, P.O. Box 30015, Lansing 48909, (517) 373-0890. The 
Department is developing plans for a State Office of Neighborhoods. 

• The State House of Representatives publishes The Legisletter each month. The 
newsletter can be requested from your State Representative, Lansing 48909. 

UNITED STATES DEPARH1ENTS 
• HUD Office of Neighborhood Development, Washington, D.C. 20410. The Office 

is preparing material on neighborhood self-help opportunities. 

• Thp. LEAA Newsletter is published 10 times a year. It can be requested from 
LEAA, Washington, D.C. 20531. 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

ELECTED OFFICIALS 
Consult the directories listed in the June "Action Guide" for the names and 
addresses of your community's City, County, State, and Federal officeholders. 
Request that your group be added to their mailing lists. 

PRIVATE AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
The Michigan Committee on Law and Housing and The Fair Housing Center, 23 
E. Adams, Detroit 48201. (MCLH publishes the Law ~ Housing Bulletin) 

The Neighborhood Information Exchange, 742 West McNichols, Detroit 48203. 
(NIE publishes The Exchange twice a month. A $15 subcription fee is charged) 

Urban Resources Monitoring Project, New Detroit," Inc., 1010 Commonwealth Bldg., 
Detroit 48226. (New Detroit publishes The Urban Agenda newsletter periodically) 

National Trust for Historical Preservation, 748 Jackson Place, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20036 (publishes the Conserve Neighborhoods newsletter) 

The Center for Community Change publishes several newsletters to assist low
income communities: Action Line, Catalyst, and Monitor. For details, write 
CCC, 1000 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.~ Washington, D.C. 20007, (202) 338-4712. 

This Action Guide was prepared by the Crifue Prevention Project of the Walter P. 
Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, MI 48201, (313) 963-5212. 
~;ejjP;.;riii0;.;d;.;u.c.t.l.' o.n ... l.' s_p~e.r;.m_i.;.t.;.t.;.e.;.d_alin.d_e .. n.c.oiiiu.riiia.g .. e.d_p .. r.o.v.l.' d.e.d __ c.r.e.d.i.t_i.s .. g .. i.v.e.n_t.o_t.l.1e_P.r.o .. J .. ' e.c.t_, ___ _ 
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The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter is published each month by the Crime 
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Enforcement Assistance Administration, United States Department of Justice. Points of 
view or opinions stated in this publication are those of the Crime Prevention Project 
and do not necessarily represent the official position of the United States Department 
of Justice. 
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Information about the project can be obtained from: 

CRIME PREVENTION PROJECT 
2230 Witherell Street 
Detroit, Michigan 48201 

Telephone: (313) 963-5212 

m. 

walta p. 1ee(dlrez Sitioz entelJ, (itc., detzoit 
8731 EAST JEFFERSON AVENUE 

DETROIT. MICHIGAN 48214 

PERSONNEL: Freida Gorrecht (Executive 
Director, Reuther Senior Centers), 
William Yagerlener (Project Director), 
Claudia Hohensee, Ramzey Jize, Leslie 
Roberts, Alvin Sims 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S, POSTAGE 

Paid 
Detroit, Mich, 

Permit No, 1532 

(Each issue of Jh~ Community Crime Prevention Newsletter features a free or inexpensive 
resource which neighborhood leaders and groups may find useful in their crime preven
tion programs.) 

Grantsmanship Center News 

The magazine is published six times a year by the Grantsmanship Center, a nonprofit, 
tax-exempt educational institution based in Los Angeles. The publication focuses on a 
broad range of issues affecting community groups and stresses the skills they need to manag~ 
their programs. \. 

Subcriptions are $15 for one year. 
Order feom the Grantsmanship Center, 1031 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90015. 

(213) 749-4721. 
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Escort Goal: Reduce Fear & Isolation 
In some Detroit neighborhoods, older persons are unable or unwilling to move about 

freely to carryon such routine activities as shopping, banking, visiting friends, and 
keeping medical appointments. The fear of harassment and assault in high-crim~ areas -
coupled with the lack of a tr'ansportation program designed to move people for short 
distances quickly - has kept many senior citizens isolated in their own homes. 

As part of the Crime Prevention Project, two community-based transportation services 
are providing escorts for older persons on Detroit's eastside and southwest side. 

S.C.A.T. - THE EASTSIDE ESCORT 
The Senior Citizens Area Transit (SCA~is the fr.:~e, door-to-door, transportation 

service available to eastside senior citizens in parts of the high-crime 15th precinct. 
The service provides rides to senior citizens on an appointment basis. Appointments 
must be made 24 hours in advance. The program is based in the mini-station at 16334 

: 7 Eas t Warren Avenue. 
'--L- The SCAT program is aimed at l.-educing crime, specifically the harassment and assault 

that seniors citizens have been subjected to. The SCAT service eliminates the necessity 
of senior cit.izens having to walk long distances to bus stops and stores by picking them 
up at their homes, thus reducing both the fear of and the opportunity for criminal 
victimization. 

The SCAT program, at present, services the area bounded by Conner (west), 1-94 (north), 
Outer Drive and Whittier (east), and Mack (south). Some doctors' offices, the 7-Mack 
Shopping Center as well as St. John's, Bon Secours, and Cottage Hospitals are included in 
the service area. Senior citizens may use the free transportation service for a variety 
of reasons ranging from social visits and grocery trips to transportation to and from 
medical appointments. There is no income limitation in the SCAT project, as is the case 
in some other transportation programs. 

Since the program's inception in January, the van has logged over 9,000 miles. Van 
ridership has increased at a steady pace to the present average of over 300 riders a 
month. 

VISTA volunteer Wanda Phillips coordinates the volunteer group that answers phones 
and schedules appointments at the SCAT office. Ms. Phillips and her volunteer staff have 
devoted a tremendous amount of time and energy to the program. However, she notes that 
more volunteers are needed to answer phones and make appointments. Volunteer information 
can be obtained at the SCAT office (885-7123). 

ST. JOHNIS CHURCH - THE SOUTHWEST ESCORT 
St. John's Ukranian Catholic Church has also subcontracted with the Reuther Senior 

Centers Crime Prevention Project to provide a weekly transportation service for senior 
citizens. On Thursday mornings from 9-12 a bus is available, free of charge, in the 

/1t; Michigan-Livernois area for shopping and basic transportation needs. Information on St. 
~, John's escort program can be obtained by contacting,' Anastasia Volker, the coordinator, at 

897-8282. 



-
Self-Help Conference Postponed 
The Neighborhood Self-Help Confer-enGe Hhich had been planned for November 3 has been 

postponed until the spring. 
The conference is being planned by the consortium consisting of the Reuther Senior 

Centers Crime Prevention Project, the Neighborhood Information Exchange, the Neighborhood 
Service Organization, the Planning Department, National Bank of Detroit, and New Detroit, 
Inc. 

At the July 31 meeting of the task force which has been coordinating the project, it 
was agreed that there is too little time left to plan an effective conference. Rather 
than risk failure by rushing to line up financial and personnel resources for an autumn 
event, the task force decided to aim for a date in early spring. By that time the funding 
and logistics will be "in place". 

Although some of the members of the task force were disappointed at having to post
pone again the conference, Tony Rothchild of NSO notes that this time a more structured 
proposal has already been developed. 

The conference will stress the development and improvement of basic skills needed by 
neighborhood organizations in carrying on their programs, including identifying a group's 
goals and objectives, problem-solving techniques, proposal writing, conducting meetings, 
and publishing newsletters. . 

Community groups with ideas or comments are urged to contact Bill Yagerlener or 
Leslie Roberts at 963-5212. The task force will meet again in early September to refine 
plans further. 

"Correct Count" - 1980 Goal 
One part of the City's strategy to ensure a more accurate census next year is the ~ 

identification of active organizations in each census tract in the city. The organizations 
will work closely with the City and the U.S. Census Bureau in eliminating some of the fac
tors which resulted in an undercount of Detroit's population in the 1970 Census. 

On July 11 some 75 individuals representing 45 community organizatons attended an 
informational meeting convened by the Mayor's Office. Representatives from the Planning 
Department and the Census Bureau noted that approximately 67,000 Detroiters were not 
counted in 1970. The undercounting resulted in the loss of $52 million from revenue-sharing 
programs that use population data in their distribution formulas. Almost every City depart
ment is affected by this undercount. 

Francine Pegues, Special Assistant to the Mayor, has been designated as the City's 
coordinator for all Census activities. Pegues told the audience that the formation of the 
Mayor's Correct Count Committee will be announced in September. One function of the com
mittee will be the identification of the organizations to serve as liaisons in each census 
tract. 

The Reuther Senior Centers is cooperating in this effort. Neighborhood-based groups 
which are interested in assisting in the Correct Count Campaign are asked to contact 
Francine Pegues, 3400 Cadillac Tower (48226), 224-3468. 

Senior T ransportat ion 
Here is a list of some transportation services available to Detroit senior 
citizens. Each program has some limitations (area served, income requirement, 
user eligibility, ability to respond): 

• Senior Citizens Area Transit - 885-7123 
.St. Joqn's Ukranian Catholic Church - 897-8282 
• Neighborhood Service Department - 224-6800 
• Wayne County Advanced Registration Transit (WAYCART) - 542-1310 

CRIME PREVENTION ACTION GUIDE -
Buying Medicare Supplement Policies 
The July issue of the Community Crime Prevention Newsletter featured an article 

explaining how some insurance companies prey on the elderly by selling them policies which 
are advertised as supplementing Medicare coverage. In some cases seniors have been bilked 
out of limited resources in the purchase of worthless policies. 

The staff of the Crime Prevention Project has compiled this list of tips from columns 
by Sylvia Porter and Peter Weaver which appeared in the Detroit Free Press on July 8, 10, 
and 25. 

• It's a good idea to make a rational review of your Medicare supplemental needs 
before you bUy extra insurance. Don't make a hasty decision. 

• It might be wise to wait awhile before you buy supplemental insurance. Weaver 
notes that by this time next year Congress may have established a National 
Health Insurance Plan. 

• Policies paying service benefits are more valuable than those paying indemnity 
benefits. Service benefits keep pace with rising costs, while indemnity 
benefits pay a flat fee per day and may not start until a hospital stay has 
lasted a long time. 

• Most health policies bought on an individual basis will not provide benefits 
right away for an illness or condition that existed when the policy was issued. 
Find out how far back in your medical history a company will go in searching 
for pre-existing conditions. 

• Some mail order insurance companies tend to deny more claims and make heavy 
use of "pre-existing condition" exclusions. 

• As with any contract, read the small print before you sign. If you don't 
understand the terms of the policy, dontt sign it. 

Additional information can be obtained free from: 

• Information on Medicare ~ Health Insurance for Older People, published by the 
American Association of Retired Persons, P.O. Box 2400, Long Beach, CA 90801 

• ~ Shopper's Guide!£ Supplemental Medical Insurance, published by the National 
Senior Citizens Law Center, 1424 16th Street, N.Tv., lVashington, D.C. 20036 

• State of Michigan Insurance Bureau toll-free' "hotline" 1-800-292-5943. The 
bureau publishes consumer bulletins and can tell you if an insurance company 
is properly registered to sell policies in Michigan. 

Information and advice on preventing consumer fraud is contained in: 
I 

• Target: The Elderly, published for $1 by the Consumer Affairs Foundation, 
c/o Suffolk University, 47 Mount I Vernon St., Boston, MA 02108 

This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project ot the Walter ~ . 
Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, MI48201, (313) 963-5212 . 
neproduction is permitted and encouraged provided credit is given to the Project. 
£ 
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(Each issue of The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter features a free or inexpensive 
resource which neighborhood leaders and groups may find useful in their crime preven
tion programs.) 

CITY OF DETROIT DIRECTORY OF OFFICIALS 

The 1979 City of Detroit Directory of Officials is now available from the City 
Clerk's Office. The directory lists the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of many 
of Detroit's elected and appointed officials. 

Neighborhood organizations which need to keep in touch with these individuals and 
departments will find the publication very helpful. 

Single copies can be obtained from the Clerk's Office, 1304 City-County Building, 
(48226), 224-3260. 
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Home Security Reduces Crime, Fear 
According to data collected by the National Crime Survey, senior citizens are not any 

more likely to be victims of residential burglary than the general population. But the 
fear of a break-in and a possible - perhaps violent - confrontation with a burglar can be 
a serious problem for older persons. The loss of personal property, some of which may 
have important "sentimental" value or which may be too expensive for a person on a fixed 
income to replace, can be particularily traumatic. 

The Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project has been addressing this problem 
through its Residential Security Improvement Program. 

N.E.A.R. - 100 EASTSIDE HOMES 
Working closely with the Police Department's Crime Prevention Section, the Project 

has allocated $12,380 to upgrade the security features of approximately 250 eligible res
([11 idences in the Project's target community. Neighborhood East Area Residents (NEAR) has 
-~ been allocated $5,300 of this amount for improvements on at least 100 homes. The balance 

is being distributed through the three multipurpose centers operated by the Walter Reuther 
Senior Centers. 

NEAR's program is concentrated in the neighborhood bounded on the north by I-94, on 
the east by Outer Drive, on the south by Mack, and on the west by Alter Road. This part 
of the Fifteenth Precinct has recorded an unusually large number of residential burglaries 
in the past. In 1978 283 B & E's were reported in Scout Car Area 15-1: in the same year 
741 were reported in 15-3. 

Part of the problem in this community~ say NEAR leaders, is that many of the area's 
homes need some basic security improvements, such as the closing of milk chutes. (Last 
December the Police Department "cracked" a burglary ring in the area. The gang would have 
small youths slide through milk chutes in older homes and open the doors from the inside 
for the rest of the gang.) NEAR residents can also have basement windows secured with a 
steel bar,and have "deadbolt" locks installed on exterior doors. By the end of August, 
these improvements have been completed on SO homes. 

BURGLARIES CUT 10% 
In the first seven months of 1978, IS7 B & E'e were reported in IS-1 and 419 in IS-3. 

For the same period of 1979, S19 burglaries were reported (148 in lS-1 and 371 in IS-3), 
a 10% reduction. It should be noted, that the Police Department's Crime Prevention Section 
has also been working in the eastside area with neighborhood leaders. The department has 
helped groups organize 27 Neighborhood Watch programs and has also provided home security 
hardware to 60 eligible senior citizens. 

Paul Louisell, NEAR's Home Security Coordinator, notes that participants in his group's 
,~ program have been very enthusiastic and are becoming more involved in other crime prevention 
~measures as they see the security program move along in their community. Up-to-date 

security devices, he notes, help to reduce the fear of crime and also stimulate involvement 
in other neighborhood stabilization activities. 

(continued on next page) 



THE REUTHER CENTERS PROGRAM 
Senior citizens at the three Reuther Senior Centers are also participating in the 

Home Security Improvement Program. 
To be eligible for the improvements, a senior mu:t be a mem~er of ~ne of the ceTIter~ (~ 

and must have his or her residence "surveyed" by a Cn.me Prevent~on Off~cer from the Pol~ce""" 
Department. Membership is open to all persons who are at least 55 years of age; there is 
no membership fee. 

Beginning last March, members participated in workshops which stressed practical 
methods of making their residences less vulnerable to burglaries. Members were encouraged 
to have Crime Prevention Officers conduct a "security survey" to analyze potential prob
lems. Using the Police Department's recommendations, security improvements are being 
undertaken. In some cases, the installation of dead-bolt locks is provided at no cost. 
In some homes plexiglas is installed behind a door's glass window to prevent an intruder 
from breaking through the glass to unlock the door. 

Since center members come from allover Detroit, it would be impossible to analyze 
crime statistics to me'asure the effect of this part of the program on residential burgla
ries. But, as is true in the NEAR community, seniors who are participating in the Resi
dential Security Program are very enthusiastic about the project. "It's a visible sign 
that someone cares about their problems," notes Jane McCall, director of the Northwest 
Reuther Senior Center. 

Information on the eligibility requirements for home security improvements can 
be obtained from: 

• The Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project - 963-5212 . 

• Detroit Police Department Crime Prevention Section - 224-4030 
• NEAR - 4827 Bedford, Detroit 48224 J' 

L------______ _ 

Profits from Crime, Family Violence 
Community groups and individuals involved in crime prevention may want to follow the 

progress of two bills which are currently being considered by the state legislature. 
A bill approved by the Michigan House of Representatives would enable a judge to seize 

any profits a criminal makes by selling personal details of his crime for use in books, 
magazines, newspapers, television, radio or movies, and hold the money to pay claims by 
by victims of the crime or their survivors. 

There have been a number of cases in which notorious criminals, usually mass murder
ers, have been offered large sums of money for personal information on their crimes. 

Under the bill (HB 4529), which has been sent to the Senate, the court could order 
such profits held in escrow if a civil action for damages is filed against the criminal 
by victims of the crime. 

The Senate also has under consideration a House bill (HB 4216) to increase the number 
of members on the Domestic Violence and Treatment Board, so that it would better represent 
those agencies and citizens concerned with domestic abuse. The board was created by the 
Legislature last year to provide assistance, counseling and protection for victims of 
spouse abuse and their children and to seek ways to prevent domestic violence. 

-

Whistles, Alarms, & Engravers 
Whistles and personal "shriek" alarms can be obtained at the Reuther Senior 

Centers. The whistles, along with an information packet on the WhistleSTOP program, 
can be purchsed for $1 each. The aerosol alarms sell for $1.50. 

Seniors who want to purchase these crime prevention devices or borrow an 
Operation Identification engraver should contact the Crime Prevention Project office 
for further details. The telephone number is 963-5212. 

" 
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CRIME PREVENTION ACTION GUIDE 
• 

"Con Games'" 
In the past month the Detroit Police DE!partment arrested a "con artist" team which 

was using a scheme aimed at recently widowed ~10men. 
According to the department's Special Investigations Section, the scheme worked like 

this: A con artist watched newspaper obituaries and death notices and then telephoned the 
widow. He identified himself as being with an insurance company and told the widow her 
husband had a life insurance policy they wis:hed to settle. 

The next day, another con man would calIon the woman, posing as a detective. He 
would tell the widovl the "insurance man" was a phony working with the manager of the 
widow's branch bank to steal her money. 

The "detective" would tell the widow her help was needed to catch the thieves. 
Then a woman appeared, posing as a police officer, with a badge and what appeared to 

be a police radio. She would tell the widow to withdraw money from her bank in the hope 
that the bank manager's fingerprints would be on the currency. The "police officer" 
would tell the woman she ,vould be arrested if she refused to co-operate. 

The con artists would th,en accompany the woman to the bank as she withdrew the money. 
(In this recent case, the Detroit police officers were alerted by a suspicious neighbor 
and arrested the phony "officers" as they stood in line with a would-be victim.) 

HOW TO AVOID THIS SWINDLE •.• 
The Detroit Police Department and Detroit Bank and Trust Company offer these sugges

tions on avoiding this type of swindle: 

• Do not discuss personal finances with strangers or casual acquaintances. 

• Do not 'withdraw money on the advice of strangers. 

• REMEMBER: Under no circumstances will a bank official, police officer, FBI 
agent or any official ask you to withdraw money from your bank account for 
any reason. 

• Report to the police or the Loss Prevention Section of your bank anyone who 
represents himself or herself as a police officer or bank examiner and who 
asks you to withdraw your money. Tellers have been trained to question 
people, especially senior citizens, who withdraw large sums of money. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT II CON GAMES II ••• 
Con artists take advantage of an individual's ignorance. To keep yourself from be

coming a victim of con games, learn more about how these swindles take place. 
Here are a few good sources of information: 

• Target: The Elderly, a booklet published for $1.00 by the Consumers 
Affairs Foundation, 47 Mt. Vernon Street, Boston, MA 02108 

• "Slick Swindles", a free brochure available from Detroit Bank and 
Trust Company, 211 West Fort Street, Detroit, MI 48226 

This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project at the Walter P. 
Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, MI 48201, (313) 963-5212. 
Reproduction is permitted and encouraged provided credit is given to the Project. 
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(Each issue of The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter features a free or inexpensive 
resource which neighborhood leaders and groups may find useful in their crime preven
tion programs.) 

PUBLICITY HANDBOOK 

Neighborhood organizations seeking publicity for their programs and activities may 
want a copy of the 36-page "Publicity Handbook" published by the Consumer Affairs Depart
ment of the Sperry and Hutchinson Company. 

The handbook offers a guide for establishing a publicity campaign and provides in- ~ 
formation on writing press releases, setting up news conferences, and dealing with the ,., 
media. 
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Conference Set for November 7 
On Wednesday, November 7 the Crime Prevention Project of the Walter P. Reuther Senior 

Centers will conduct a day-long conference to help senior citizens develop or improve 
their skills in conducting crime prevention and neighborhood revitalization activities. 

The conference will take place at Barth Hall in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 
4800 Woodward Avenue (at Warren Avenue). 

The conference will consist of four workshops, two of which emphasize involvement by 
older adults in crime prevention. The two other focus on improving the organizing skills 
of seniors who are active in neighborhood groups. 

Registration for the conference is limited to 200 persons. There is no fee for the 
conference, but pre-registration is required. 

The objective of the conference is to train 200 key staff members and volunteers 
from senior centers and neighborhood organizations in basic organizing techniques and to 
demonstrate practical steps senior citizens can take to reduce their chances of becoming 

Cl:;victims of crime. It is expected that these staff persons and volunteers will pass along 
".' the information and skills to their respective communities. For this reason, an effort 

is being made to attract conference participants from throughout the city. 
Chartered bus service will be provided to enable seniors to get to and from the con

ference more easily. 
Invitations have been mailed to several hundred groups and senior centers across the 

city. 
If an agency or neighborhood group has not already received the registration material, 

it should contact Claudia Hohensee of the Crime Prevention Project at 963-5212. 
Registrations will be accepted on a first-come-first-served basis. 

Home Security Devices Available 
As was explained in the September issue of the CommuEity Crime Prevention News

letter, one of the objectives of the Crime Prevention Project is to install good secu
rity devices in 100 homes in our target community. Another 100 homes are being serviced 
by the Neighborhood East Area Residents (NEAR). 

As our Project nears the end of its first year, we can provide security devices 
for a few additional homes at no charge. 

To qualify for this free service, the following criteria must be met: 
• An individual must be a senior citizen (at least 55 years old) and a resident 

of Detroit. 
• The person's residence must already have been surveyed by the Police Depart

ment's Crime Prevention Section. 
• A copy of the survey and recommendations must be sent to our office at 2230 

Hitherell (48201). The office is located in the downtmm YWCA. 
A Community Worker will contact the individual requesting the devices and after 

reviewing the Police Department's recommendations will arrange with our locksmiths to 
have some of the recommended equipment installed. 



Rape- A Brutal Crime! 
(Note: The following editorial appeared in the September 29, 1979 edition of the Detroit 
Free Press.) 

Maybe it would help if our schools offered courses in "rape awareness". People could 
be taught early that rape is closer in spirit to a kick in the belly than to normal sex. 
Maybe juries wouldn't be so quick, then, to brush off rape charges because the defendant 
seems a "good guy", or so reluctant to believe rape victims suffer real harm. 

But rape awareness is still limited, despite Michigan's landmark criminal sexual con
duct statute, while convictions for it have dropped in Wayne County. Such a decline now 
is ironic. Reports of rape are increasing, and the new law was designed to make convic
tions easier. Women no longer must prove they resisted to the utmost or had spotless 
reputations before the assault. One huge stumbling block remains, though, and it will be 
difficult to remove. It's the way jurors, and many other citizens, view rape. 

Juries, according to one Recorder's Court judge, are apt to think a woman hasn't had 
a bad time unless she comes to court battered and bruised. Even when they convict a 
rapist, this judge contended, it is usually because of other crimes committed during the 
course of the rape. Sexual assault, in other words, isn't taken seriously. But why? 

The feminists would say it's because we live in a society where women are considered 
walking sex objects whose primary aim in life is to tempt men. If some man, now and then, 
yields to temptation and snatches an appetizing woman it's not really his fault. The poor 
guy was just driven mad by the sight of too many rolling hips. So he did what any red
blooded male might do. Why send him to jail for anything from a maximum of 15 years to 
life? But even a cursory reading of rape case histories gives the lie to such arguments. 

A woman in her 80s is raped five times by the same man. An II-year-old girl is raped 
by two young men. The girl is attacked so brutally she requires hospitalization. Are 
such assaults triggered by lust? We doubt it. Psychologists stress that rape is most 
often an act of violence and hostility toward women. The assailant wants to frighten and 
hurt his victim, not enjoy her sexually. Some counselors, in fact, advise victims not to 
resist, since compliance turns off many rapists. 

The harm to the rape victim is both physical and psychological. Her privacy, her 
very body, has been invaded; she may feel she has lost control of her life. The men she 
knows may turn against her, accepting the popular notion that rape victims somehow deserve 
what happens to them. They may, if their assailant escapes conviction, become fearful of 
future retaliation, fearful of going about the daily routines of life. 

Rape is serious. And damaging. And frightening. And anyone who treats it lightly 
helps perpetuate it. 

fRape and Older Women' Published 
Rape and Older Women: A Guide to Prevention and Protection has been issued by the 

National Center for the Prevention and Control of Rape. Based on a study conducted by 
the Philadelphia Geriatic Center, the guide indicates that although older women may not 
become victims of rape as often as their younger counterparts, they are affected pro
foundly by a constant fear of victimization which often reduces their social activities, 
independence and general life satisfaction. 

The Guide suggests specific activities to reduce the likelihood of victimization. 
Community involvement, the creation of a "human security system" is stressed as an impor
tant part of a complete rape prevention program. Resources for education and training are 
provided for those seeking audiovisual and written aids for further information on exist
ing prevention and crisis intervention programs. 

Rape and Older Women: A Guide to Prevention may be purchased from the U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, at $3 per copy. The GPO stock number is 017-
024000849-4. (A GPO bookstore is located in Detroit's McNamara Federal Building, 
405 Mithigan Avenue.) 
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CRIME PREVENTION ACTION GUIDE 

10 Ways to Protect Your Home 
More than 3 million residential burglaries are committed in this country every year. 

That's 1 every 10 seconds. 

You can reduce your chances of becoming a target for burglaries by using a little 
extra care and a little extra thought about the security of your residence and your 
neighborhood. 

Here are a few things you as an individual can do to improve the security of your 
home or apartment: 

1. Get new locks or have the tumblers reset when you move into a previously occupied 
dwelling. You have no way to know who might have keys to your door. 

2. Don't hide ~~~ outside the door (under mats, in flower pots, over mQldings). 
If you can hide it, a burglar can find it. If you w'ant ati. extra key nearby, 
leave one with a trusted neighbor. 

3. Have good, safe locks on all doors. Use auxiliary deadbolt locks on all exterior 
doors. LOCK THE DOORS when you go out - even for just a minute. 

4. Install an ~larm that can be used to detect entry or smoke. Post signs on doors 
and windows that your residence has an alarm. 

5. Don't let strangers into your home. Use a peephole or talk-through device. Ask 
for identification. People on legitimate business will be glad to show identi
fication. 

6. Report broken street lights in your neighborhood. Well-lit areas discourage 
burglars by taking away their hiding places. 

7. Don't leave house and car keys togeth~r with attendants at public parking lots. 
Your house keys can be quickly duplicated and your address obtained from your 
plate number. 

8. Don't give information to strangers on the telephone. On wrong-number calls 
don't tell the caller your number. Report continued wrong numbers to phone 
company. 

9. Use metal grillwork on glass in entrance doors and decorative side glass to pre
vent burglars from breaking the glass and reaching inside to open the door. 

10. Report to police any strangers loitering in your neighborhood or people asking 
strange or vague questions about your neighbors and their whereabouts. 

-
REMEMBER: Common sense and community involvement will keep you and your neighbors 

safe. 

This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project Qf the \~alter P. 
Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, MI 48201, (313) 963-5212. 
rreproduction is permitted and encouraged provided credit is given to the Project. 
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(Each issue of The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter features a free or inexpensive 
resource which neighborhood leaders and groups may find useful in their crime preven
tion programs.) 

A POCKET DIRECTORY OF CITY OF DETROIT SERVICES 

The Public Information Department has just issued A Pocket Directory of City of 
Detroit Services, a publication which will be of particular interest to individuals and 
organizations involved in neighborhood problem-solving. 

The directory lists the phone numbers and addresses of frequently called City depart-~ 
ments as well as other local agencies and services. 

Copies can be obtained from the Public Information Department (224-3755) and Neigh
borhood City Halls. 
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First Year of Project a Success 
On November 30 the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project completes the 

thirteenth month of its first grant period. 

The Project was launched on November 1, 1978 using a grant provided by the Law En
forcement Assistance Administration's Office of Community Anti-Crime Programs. The goal 
of the Project's first year was to reduce crimp and the fear of crime in the target commu
nity by making better use of crime prevention resources and by mobilizing the community to 
become actively involved in crime prevention programs. 

MOBILIZING SENIOR CITIZENS STRESSED 
Unlike the other two LEAA-funded crime prevention programs operating in Detroit, the 

Reuther Senior Centers targeted its program on older adults. Whereas the Michigan Avenue 
(17' Community Organization (MACO) and the North Centt'al Seven Community Organization concen-
~ trated on organizing the residents of their respective neighborhoods, the Reuther Centers 

emphasized the training and mobilizing of older persons who are active in the organization's 
three mUlti-purpose senior centers. The Project recognized that senior citizens can be 
provided with crime prevention services in a more effective manner through senior centers 
and that older adults are important resources in their own neighborhoods and can be very 
effective in mobilizing and organizing their neighbors to become involved in crime pre
vention activities. 

Here is a list of some of the successes of the Project's first thirteen months: 

It Following a 9-week series of training workshops, Crime Prevention Committees 
have been organized at the three Reuther Senior Centers to maintain the in
volvement of seniors in crime prevention activities such as Operation Iden
tification, Neighborhood Watch, and personal safety. 

It Basic security improvements have been made in almost 200 homes by the Reuther 
Centers and the Neighborhood East Area Residents, one of the subcontracting 
groups involved in the Project. 

.. The Motor City Consumers Co-operative, another subcontractor, organized 54 
Neighborhood Watch and Apartment Watch programs on the city's eastside and 
conducted training programs which reached several thousand eastside residents. 

• The Senior Citizens Area Transit was organized by the Community Resource and 
Assistance Center (CRAC) to provide daily van-escorts to senior citizens in 
its eastside target area. 

It A more limited escort service was organized by St. John's Ukranian Catholic 
Church on the city's southwest side. 

It Latin Americans for Social and Economic Development (LA SED) prepared crime 
prevention materials in Spanish in order to help it conduct more effective 
programs in the city's Latino community. continued on next page 
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• A successful citywide crime prevention conference was held on NO'\'~IUber 7. 
Almost 200 per. 1S - most of whom were senior citizens - participated in 
the program . 

I, 

• A kit of crime prevention resource materials has been prepared, 400 copies 
of which have already been distributed in the community. 

As the first grant period ends, the Reuther Senior Centers extends its thanks to the 
many individuals, agencies, and community groups which have cooperated in this program. 
We look forward to another successful activity-packed year. 

Additional information on the Project's activities can be obtained from these or-
ganizations: 

+ Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project - 963-5212 
+ LA SED (Jessie Molina) - 554-2025 
+ Motor City Consumers Co-operative (Ken Gidner & Ralph Bathanti) - 366-8460 
+ Senior Citizens Area Transit (Sally Repeck) - 885-7123 or 343-0103 
+ Neighborhood East Area Residents (Paul Louisell) - 343-0943 
+ St. John's Ukranian Catholic Church - 897-7300 

With this issue of the Community Crime PreveE.S!:0n Newsletter we introduce Thelma 
Thwartum, the newest "member" of our Proejct's staff. 

Thelma is a cartoon strip developed by the National Retired Teachers Association! 
American Association of Retired Persons 1:0 depict crime prevention techniques and 
messages. The strip's continuing characters are Thelma Thwartum, an alert, c~v~c
minded older woman who motivates her community to practice crime prevention through 
tips provided by Sgt. "Tip" O'Leary, of her local police department. 

The crime types that bother most people are so opportunistic that simple crime 
prevention techniques can often reduce these crimes by reducing opportunity. As an 
example, the National Crime Surveys revealed that in 1977 almost 1,200,000 vehicles 
were stolen. The National Auto Theft Bureau estimated the resultant economic loss to 
be about $1.9 b:1-llion. In Boston; were auto thefts were among the highest in the 
nation, auto theft was reduced 48% over a period of two years as a result of public 
service media campaigns asking auto owners to take their keys and lock their vehicle 
doors. Similarly, residential burglary is one of the most responsive crimes to crime 
prevention practices. Fraud is a crime over which the victim has control, since one 
cannot be swindled unless one cooperated with the swindler. Crime pT.evention practices 
can thw'art the con man. 

As part of its continuing efforts to promote citizen involvement in crime pre
vention, the Reuther Senior Centers hopes Thelma's common-sense, often overlooked tips 
will prove to be ~.T')rthwhile. 

Community organizations interested in obtaining camera-ready copies of the 25 
cartoon strips ~urrently available should contact George Sunderland at NRTA/AARP, 
1909 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20049, (202)872-4700. A new series will be 
available for publication in 1980. 

TH ELMA THWARTUM .. By Alex A Public Service of 
NRTA·AARP Crime Prevention 
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CRIME PREVENTION ACTION GUIDE 

Security Tips for Homeowners 
Residential burglary is the crime mos (; !:tlf',quently reported by older persons to the 

Detroit Police Department. (In 1978, 4,491 senior citizens were burglary victims. This 
represents a 7.8% decrease from the previous year.) 

Residential security does not have to be expensive or elaborate. Here are 10 "common 
sense" tips homeowners of any age group can follow to make their homes less vulnerable. 

1. STORE LADDERS INSIDE. Don't leave them loose outside. If you can't put them 
safely inside, lock them securely. Urge your neighbors to follow this rule. 

2. PUT THINGS AWAY. Don't leave articles - bikes, tools, mowers - on sidewalks, 
the lawn, the porch, or in areas easily accessible to the general public even 
for a fev] minutes. 

3. BE AbERT for unusual activities. If you see unfamiliar persons loitering in or 
around a neighbor's yard, don't be afraid to check their identity with your 
neighbor by phone. 

4. CLOSE GARAGE DOORS when you are at home or away. Opened doors and an empty 
garage usually indicate an empty home, and often allow easy access to cellqr 
or entryway, unse~n from the street. 

5. ~JHE:N ~~ORI(I NG I N ArT! C OR CELLAR or anyplace away from the main area of the house 
- lock up! 

6. SECURE ALL ENTRANCES at night and when leaving - including cellar doors and 
windows, garage doors, sun deck and porch doors. 

7. SECURE PATIO DOORS. They should lock from the ins;ide - but a strip of wood 
placed into the inside track will prevent sliding the door open from outside. 

8. USE LIGHTS EFFECTIVELY. Leave several burning in different parts of the house 
when you go out. Outside entrance lights ~ . .ld post lights illuminate possible 
hiding places around your house. 

9. HAVE EFFECTIVE WINDOW LOCKS. A safe" inexpensive, and unobtrusive lock can be 
made by drilling through the top of the bottom window sash and the bottom of 
the top sash and inserting a small nail into the hole. 

10. VAry YOUR ROUTINE. If you follow the same routine week in and week out, a 
would-be burglar could watch your movements and know when your house is likely 
to be empty. 

REMEMBER: Common sense and community involvement will keep you and your neighbors safe. 

____________________ H ________________________________________ __ 

This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project ot the Walter P. 
Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., 2230 W~therell Street, Detroit, MI 48201, (313) 963-5212. 
neproduction is permitted anl encouraged provided credit is given to the Project. 
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(Each issue of The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter features a free or inexpensive r 
resource which neighborhood leaders and groups may find useful in their crime preven- ! 
tion programs.) 

ECONOMIC CRIME PROJECT PAMPHLETS 

The National District Attorneys Association has published a series of six pamphlets II 
designed to educate the public on how to keep from being victimized by "economic" crimes. I_ 

The six titles are Senior Citizens, Protect Yourselves Against Economic Crime, Home Im- : 
provement Frauds, Charity Frauds, Auto Sales and Repair Frauds, Business Opportunity . ~ 
Frauds, and Merchandising Frauds. Single copies are available from the Reuther Senior ~ . 
Centers Crime Prevention Project. For bulk orders, write to the N.D.A.A., 666 N. Lake 
Shore Drive, Chicago, Illinois 60611. 
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VOLill1E 1, Nill1BER 11 DECElffiE:t. 1~7g 

Project Starts Second Year 
The Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project has been funded by the Law Enforce

ment Assistance Administration's Office of Community Anti-Crime Programs to continue its 
Program for another year. The Project, which was launched in November of 1978, will now 
operate through November of 1980. 

During its first year the Project concentrated its efforts on training and mobilizing 
older adults who are active in the network of multipurpose senior centers operated by the 
Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers and on assisting fiVe neighborhood-based groups to conduct 
crime prevention activities in their respective communities. 

MORE CRIME PREVENTION WORKSHOPS PLANNED 
During the second year the Project plans to expand its program to other m~ltipurpose 

senior centers and senior housing and nutrition sites. The Project's staff will work with 
Cfi)the staff and volunteers of at least 15 such sites throughout the city. The goal is to 
~help these agencies mobilize other senior citizens to organize and become actively involved 

in crime prevention programs in their own neighborhoods. This will be accomplished by con
ducting a four-part series of workshops at each site. The persons who participate in the 
workshops will be encouraged to organize such activities as Operation Identification and 
Neighborhood H'atch in their own communities. 

A schedule of workshops is currently being developed by the Project. Neighborhood 
groups and community agencies which 'would like to be included should contact the Project's 
office at 963-5212. 

NEIGHBORHOOD-BASED SUBCONTRACTORS 
During its second year the Crime Prevention Project will provide funding to four 

neighborhood-based groups, which will carryon specific activities as subcontractors. 
Latin Americans for Social and Economic Development (LA SED) will continue to provide 

bilingual crime prevention services in the Latino community on the city's southwest side. 
During the first year, LA SED concentrated on translating crime prevention brochures into 
Spanish and on serving as a liaison between the Latino community and the Detroit Police 
Department. 

The Community Resource and Assistance Center (CRAC) will be funded to continue oper
ating the Senior Citizens Area Transit, the escort service for older adults in the area 
bounded by 1-94, Outer Drive, Mack Avenue and Conner Road. The Reuther Senior Centers 
provided the funds for CRAC to purchase and operate an 8-passenger van for the program 
during the past year. CRAC has organized volunteers to staff the SCAT office and obtained 
CETA funds to employ a driver for the van. 

Neighborhood East Area Residents (NEAR) will continue its program of improving the 
~security features on homes in the area bounded by 1-94, Outer Drive, Mack Avenue, and . 
~,Alter Road. During the first year, 70 homes participated in this program. The goal for 

the second year is to involve 100 more homes in the residential security program. 
(continued on next page) 
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The Neighborhood Information Exchange (NIE) will be funded during the second year of 
"h 1'" . d . the Crime Prevention Project to establish a 24-hour telephone ot lne prOVl lng pre-

recorded messages on such activities as the Police Department's Crime Prevention ~feetings, 
hearings conducted by City Council, the.Reuther Centers' cr~me preven~ion workshop~, a~d ~ 
other programs affecting neighborhoods ln the target communlty. NIE wlll also provlde ltS 
newsletter - The Exchange - to at least 150 neighborhood organizations at no charge. 

More detailed information on all of these activities can be obtained from the Reuther 
Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project, which is located at 2230 Witherell Street (in the 
dmvntown YHCA). The telephone number is 963-5212. 

Corrlpensation for Crime Victims 
In 1976 the Michigan legislature established a State Crime Victims Compensation 

Board to provide financial aid for injured victims of crimes. 
As of August, 1979 the Board had made awards of 912 claims totaling more than $1.3 

million. The average award was $1,484. 
In its first full year of operation, the Board made 235 awards to Wayne County resi

dents, totaling $332,88J. 
Although the program has been very successful, there are undoubtedly many crime vic

tims who are eligible for the compensation payments but do not apply for them. 
The Crime Victims Compensation Board was created to assist victims and persons at·

tempting to aid victims of crimes who, through no fault of their own, suffer actual bodily 
harm as a direct result of the crimes. 

This assistance includes compensation for out-o~-pocket loss for medical care, non
medical remedial treatment, or other necessary services including funeral benefits, and 
loss of earnings or support resulting from injury. Loss or damage to personal property 
is not covered., Except in unusual circumstances, the assistance of an attorney is not I'" 
necessary since the Board provides staff assistance to investigate thE: facts. of each ~ 
claim. 

A claimant may file for an award in person or by mail, no later than 30 days tfter 
the occurance of the crime or 90 days after the death of the victim. Both periods are ex
tendable for good cause. 

The Board can make an award to as much as $15,000. Payments a victim receives from 
insurance or public assistance will reduce the amount of the award. A claimant may re
ceive emergency aid up to $500 if it is likely the claim will result in an award and un
due hardship will result if immediate compensation is not given. 

The Compensation Board has an office in Detroit in the Michigan State Plaza Building, 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 467. The phone number is 256-9647. Free assistance is also pro
vided by the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office (224-5858), police precincts, courts, and 
the Secretary of State's offices . 

. The Board publishes an informational brochure describing the program. Neighborhood 
groups and community agencies will find it useful to obtain and distribute copies to 
their members and clients. 

Engrave Your Holiday Gifts! 
Tis the season to be jolly - and to take a basic crime prevention step aimed at 

protecting the holiday gifts you give and receive this time of the year! 
Operation Identification is the property engraving program in which a person etches 

a number onto his or her belongings to discourage a thief from stealing them and so they 
can be traced to their correct owner if they are stolen and recovered. The number which 
is most readily traced is a person's driver's license number or personal identification ~ 
number issued by the state police. In addition to engraving their valuable items, persons 
participating in Operation Identification are encouraged to maintain an inventory of their 
property so a description can be quickly given to the. police in the event of a burglary. 

Complete information on Operation Identification - including engravers and inventory 
forms - can be obtained from the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project, 963-5212 . 

. ' 
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CRIME PREVENTION ACTION GUIDE 

Security Tips for Apartment Residents 
Here are a few common-sense safety tips that will help residents of apartment 

buildings keep themselves and their belongings secure: 

• .A. $ INGLE WOMAN should never place her full name on the mailbox or apartment 
directory. The first and middle initial should be used, rather than "Miss", 
"Mrs.", or "Ms.". 

• KEEP THE OUTER t·1AI N DOORS LOCKED. Cooperate with other tenants to see that 
the door is not "buzzed" open until the person requesting entrance is properly 
identified. 

• CHANGE THE LOCKS on your unit when you move in. You never know who may still 
have a key. 

• NEVER GIVE KEYS to delivery persons or repair persons. 

• NEVER AD~1IT STRANGERS to your apartment. Refer salespersons, solicitors, in
formation seekers, and repair persons to the building manager. 

• DON'T OPEN YOUR DOOR unless you know for sure who is knocking. Have a peephole 
installed in your door so you can see who is on the other side. 

• DEVELOP .n. "BUDDY" SYSTEM with your neighbors. Be alert for suspicious-looking 
strangers, sounds, or actions in the hallways, and notify the building super
intendent at once. 

• SUPPLEMENTAL LOCKS should be placed on windows that open onto fire escapes, and 
on doors that open onto terraces and balconies. 

• KEEP FE\;J VALUABLES in your apartment. Money, jeVlelry, and furs are safer in a 
storage vault or safe deposit box. 

• KEEP YOUR HAILBOX EMPTY. If you are away, arrange with a neighbor or the building 
manager to have your mail and any circulars taken out of the box. 

• DON I T LET NH/SPAPERS PILE UP in front of your door. Arrange with your neighbors 
or the building manager to have them taken inside or pushed under your door. 
(This is especially important if the newspaper is delivered after you leave in 
the morning or before you return in the evening.) 

• LEAVE A LIGHT BURNING and a radio playing quietly when you go out to give the 
impression that someone is at home. 

• DON'T ENTER OR LEAVE YOUR BUILnING if you notice strangers loitering in the 
entranceway. 

• AS YOU ENTER OR LEAVE, make sure the lobby door is closed behind you. 

This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project ot the Walter P. 
Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, MI 48201, (313) 963-5212. 
neproductio~ is permitted and encouraged provided credit is given to the Project. 
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Senior Workshop Series Begins 
In an effort to mobilize more senior citizens in the community to organize and parti

cipate in crime prevention activities, the Reuther Senior Centers will be conducting a 4-
part series of workshops at 15-20 multi-purpose centers, nutrition sites, and senior 
housing sites in Detroit in the coming months. 

Although the complete workshop schedule is still being developed, the Project will 
start the series at Butzel Family Center, 7737 Kercheval, on Thursday, February 7 and 
at the Franklin-Wright Settlement, 3360 Charlevoix, on Friday, February 8. At least two 
centers on the city's westside will host the workshops during March. During February, a 
a series of flminifl workshops will be held on Tuesday mornings at the Northwest Reuther 
Senior Center. (Seniors at that center participated in a 9-~veek ~vorkshop series last year) 

OBJECTIVE: TRAIN & MOBILIZE SENIORS 
The objective of the workshops is to train the staff, key volunteers, and members of 

each center in basic crime prevention techniques and strategies and to help them organize 
and carryon crime prevention activities in their respective communities. This effort is 
based on the realization that older adults are important resources in their neighborhoods 
and can be very effective in mobilizing others in the community. It also emphasizes the 
important role of senior centers as focal points of services for older adults. 

Each workshop will cover a different topic. The first session will present an over
view of Crime Prevention and the Elderly. The second session will cover Residential 
Security, Operation Identification, and Neighborhood Watch. Personal Safety will be 
stressed in the third session. The final session will be devoted to a discussion of Con 
Games and a demonstration of How to Report Crimes. 

The workshops will stress the importance of taking flcommon sense fl prevention steps 
and of group action and community involvement in crime prevention. 

Here is the workshop schedule for February: 

• Northwest Reuther Senior Centers, 10301 Hest Seven Hile (near Hyoming): 
a special 5-part mini-workshop series, each Tuesday, 10 a.m., beginning 
February 5 

• Butzel Family Center, 7737 Kercheval (at Van Dyke): each Thursday, 10 a.m., 
beginning February 7 (224-7057) 

• Franklin Wright Settlement, 3360 Charlevoix: each Friday, 10 a.m., 
beginning February 8 (579-1000) 

(l:) Organizations and agencies interested in scheduling the workshops at their sites 
should contact the Crime Prevention Project at 963-5212. 



CRIME PREVENTION ACTION GUIDE 
-----------------------------------------------------Qb 

How to Prevent Auto Theft 
Here are some inexpensive steps 

you can take. 
Increase your car's visibility. 

• Park in an area that is well lighted and heavily used both 
day and night. 

Make it more difficult to enter your car. 
• Replace the standard door buttons with tapered buttons. 

Keep the windows shut tight all the time - even in warm 
weather. 

Don't "hide" spare keys in the car. A professional thief knows 
all the "hiding" places. 

Park with your front wheels turned toward the curb. This makes it 
more difficult to tow your car from behind. 

H' you park in a driveway, park as close to the house as possible. 
You might consider parking with the front toward the street: 
anybody tampering with your car's engine can be seen from 
the street. 

Don't leave valuable items in your car. If you must carry 
packages, tools, or equiptment with you, keep them out of 
sight in the trunk. But don't store them there permanently. 

Anti-theft devices foil the 
amateur and hamper the pro. 

There are many such devices from which to choose, and 
they range in price from $10 to $100. 

~ Consult the May, 1979 issue of Consumer Reports for the 
Consumers Union ratings of the more popular devices. 

~ Have an expert install them. Do-it-yourself jobs are easy to 
defeat. 

REMEMBER: Use common sense to outsmart a car thief! 
Lock your car and take your keys! 

This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project of the Walter P. Reuther Senior 
Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, Michigan 48201, (313) 963-5212. When reprinting this Guide, 
please give credit to the Project. 
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Crime Prevention Featured by WXON 
"Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens", an 8-part program designed by the Walter P. 

Reuther Senior Centers in cooperation with {VXON-TV, will be broadcast on Channel 20 begin
ning Saturday, January 19, and continuing each week through March 8. 

The television program will be a special feature of "Senior Journal", a weekly public 
affairs program produced by Channel 20 to inform the community about activities, issues, 
and servicF~s of interest to senior citizens in the Detroit area. llSenior Journal u pro
duced by Betty Andrews and hosted by Liz Dilorio, is televised on Saturday mornings at 9:30. 

For the next eight weeks, ten minutes of each telecast will be devoted to discussions 
and demonstrations of practical steps older persons can take to reduce their chances of 
becoming victims to crime. Each week a differ€nt topic will be covered. The schedule for 
the series is: 

January 19 - "Operation Identification" 
January 26 - "Residential Security" 
February 2 "Neighborhood v.Tatch' ! 

February 9 - "Personal Safety" 
February 16 - "Sexual Assault Prevention" 
February 23 - "'Con Games" 
Harch 1 - "Auto Theft Prevention" 
March 8 - "How to Report Crimes" 

The Reuther Senior Centers hopes that the television program will help the Crime Pre
vention Project reach more senior citizens - especially those who are home-bound or other
wise unable to participate personally in the workshops. The Project will be happy to 
provide viewers with copies of the eight brochures on which the series is based. Interest
ed individuals and community groups, particularly those working with older persons, sh 'uld 
direct their requests to the office of the Crime Prevention Project~ 2230 Witherell Street, 
Detroit 48201. The telephone number is 963-5212. 

"Hotline" Now in Service 
The Neighborhood Information Exchange, one of the programs funded by the Reuther 

Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project, is pleased to announce that its 24-hour telephone 
"hotline" is now in service. 

The new service consists of a taped message which contains the date, location, and 
purpose of neighborhood-oriented activities and the name and telephone number of the spon
soring agency. The message is updated several times each week as new calendar information 
becomes available. 

The "hotline" is intended to supplement The Exchange, the newsletter NIE publishes to 
notify neighborhood groups about upcoming activities twice each month. During the two 
years in which it has published the newsletter NIE noticed that it was very difficult to 
print notices of some activities of interest to neighborhood organizations because the 
information was not available when The Exchange went to press. Sometimes a public hearing 
or meeting was scheduled to take place on the day after the newsletter would be printed 
and it would be useless to list it on the NIE calendar since it would be over by .the time 
the newsletter was received by subscribers. Another problem involved in publishing some 
calendar information was that sometimes an activity would be cancelled or postponed after 
the initial information was printed in The Exchange. (This was particularly true of City 
Council discussions.) 

The "hotline" will help neighborhood organizations in Detroit keep better track of 
public hearings, community meetings, workshops, and conferences that have an impact on the o many programs in which they are involved. It will also help several public agencies and 

~ community-oriented groups to reach more neighborhood organizations and to stimulate their 
participation. 

The number for the NIE "hotline" is 861-3024. Pass it on! 
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Crime Prevention Ad Campaign Begins 
Local crime prevention efforts are getting a boost 

with the help of a long-eared detective dog who offers 
advice on how to "Take a Bite Out of Crime." 

The campaign is being conducted by the Advertising 
Council in cooperation with the National Council on Crime 
and Delinquency and the Law Enforcement Assistance Admini
stration. Public service announcements urging people to 
work together in preventing crime have begun appearing on 
television and radio, in newspapers and magazines, and on 
billboards and bus cards. 

If">' 
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The advertisements, donated as a public service by 
the Dancer Fitzgerald Sample agency of New York City, 
include remin.ders of simple precautions that can be taken 
against crime and an invitation to write for free booklets 
on crime prevention. 

The title of the first free booklet is "Got a Minute? 
You Can Stop a Crime," and it offers special s~ggestions 
for older people and recommendations for action by citizen 
organizations. Copies can be obtained by writing to Crime 
Preven tion Coalition, Box 6600, Rockville, Maryland 208.50'. 

The campaign's concept is similar to the highly suc
cessful Smokey Bear forest firt.~ prevention campaign, which 

is also conducted by the Ad Coun~il. The trench-coat-wearing dog's message, "It's my job 
to teach you how to protect yourselves from crime," and the slogan "Take a Bite Out of 
Crime" are intended to become as much a part of the American culture as Smokey's "Only 
You Can Prevent Forest Fires" message. 

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 

The Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project will be conducting a four
part series of crime prevention workshops at three senior centers on Detroit's westside 
during March: 

• Johnson Center, 8650 Chippewa (near Cherrylawn), beginning Thursday, March 6 
(12:30 - 2 p.m.) 

• ller Center, 8401 Joy Road (near Joy), beginning Friday, March I, (10:30 a.m. -
12 noon) 

• Brightmoor Center, 14451 Burt Road (near Fenkell), beginning Tuesay, March 11 
(10 - 11:30 a.m.) 
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(This article is reprinted from the Fall, 1979 issue of CJE Newsletter, published 
by the Criminal Justice & the Elderly Project, National Council of Senior Citizens.) 

EDITORIAL 
The editorial in this issue was written by Gerson 

Green, President of the Center for Community Organiza
tions and Director of Research at VOLUNTEER for the 
Commllnity Allti-Crime Project, funded by the Law En
forcement Assistance Administration. Mr. Green has 
worked for 22 years in the field of community org(l1liza
tion. He is the author of Who's Organizing the Neigh
borhood?, recently published by LEAA. Single copies may 
be ordered from the U.S. Government Printing OjJice, 
Washington, D. C. The stock /lumber is 027-000-00783-0. 
Price: $2.20. 

The popular image of the elderly residents of our big 
cities is a sad one-of older men and women barely get
ting by on fixed incomes, isolated, lonely, and afraid, 
leading "lives of quiet desperation," in Thoreau's phrase. 

Those who have worked at organizing urban areas 
with high concentrations of elderly neighbors do not need 
any of the research data to confirm that upsetting im
pression of what it is to be an elderly city-dweller. But 
starting a few years ago, community organizers began re
porting that the situation is ripe for change-is already 
changing. Two of their major findings directly challenge 
the old, common stereotypes of the urban elderly: 

• Older people do not passively accept the degrading 
conditions of their lives. 

• The elderly have many legitimate grievances on 
which they are prepared to act. Near the top of that list, 
always, is crime. And whenever anyone tries to tell the 
elderly th3t the crime rates affecting their age group are 
low, and so crime need not be a priol"ity concern, that 
person is told that he is wrong-that the elderly's good 
safety record is bought at a terrible price in altered life
styles. 

• The elderly are increasingly banding together to 
act on their grievances, crime included, at the national, 
state, and metropolitan levels. The results are easy to see 
and are impressive. Equally impressive but less publicized 
are the contributions older people are giving to, and get
ting from, neighborhood and community organizations 
around the country. 

To someone like me, these reports are exciting. For it 
helps to explain what is behind the nationai revival of 
"community organizing" as a social force. A substantial 
part of the revived faith in participatory citizen action to 
meet a community's needs, we are learning, is attribu
table to the activist elderly. 

We have observed the activities of statewide senior 
citizen federations-in New Jersey, Montana, and Dela
ware, as examples-and taken heart from their accom
plishments, which range from property tax credits to 
nursing home inspection programs. 

At least as successful have been the politically
oriented activities of local groups like Chicago's Metro 
Seniors in Action. New health clinics, new transportation 
services, new recreation programs-these and other 

examples of reformed government services speak to a 
determination of the elderly to stop being passive and isolater!7"": 

But, to me, the most encouraging evidence that the \!u.-
old stereotypes about seniors are crumbling comes from 
city neighborhoods where their problems are most acute. 
Here, the elderly are working with neighbors of all ages 
in self-help groups. Here, too, the issue of crime is felt 
most strongly and acted on most frequently. 

I obtained some unexpected insights on the involve
ment of the elderly in community-based anti-crime cam
paigns through a survey conducted this past year. It 
covered 45 democratically-run, multi-issue organizations 
operating at the block, neighborhood, or community level. 

The survey asked these organizations to indicate 
which issues were of concern to them. "Senior citizen 
needs" ranked tenth of 54 on the respondents' Jist, which 
suggests that the elderly are very much a part of these 
organizations and elderly concerns are being felt by them. 
(Incidentially, only two of the 45 org~tnizations could be 
characterized as being primarily cOnCer'ilea ','lith the 
elderly.) By these groups' lights, the elderly':; needs were 
of greater concern than such serious issues as education, 
unemployment and health. 

The impression that the "forgotten" elderly are not 
forgotten by community organizations is reinforced when 
one examines the crime-focused concerns in the survey. 
Out of a list of seven types of crimes, elderly crime was 
ranked third as an issue of importance behind burglary ~ 
and vandalism, but ahead of juvenile crime, rape, crimes 
against business, and auto theft. 

A vivid example of this activism was described in the 
last issue of the Newsletter. The story told of how the 
Senior Citizens Coalition in Cleveland, through long 
months of planning, negotiation, and a well-publicized 
march on City Hall, finally got squads of police officers 
especially assigned to take on crimes against older persons. 
I was well acquainted with some of the senior organizers 
of this campaign and their younger aJlies. Their cause 
was just and, equally important, their techniques were 
remarkably sophisticated. 

But two sentences in the article about this display of 
"senior power" made me pause: ..... it cannot be encour
aging to the advocates [of special police units for the 
elderly] that it took 500 demonstrators to overcome police 
resistance to the proposal. Such organized displays of the 
elderly's concerns are very unusual, and, say the orga
nizers, very difficult to mobilize." 

I think that this comment on the Cleveland example 
raises the old question of whether the glass is half empty 
or half full: should one be more impressed by the diffi
culty of mobilizing that kind of civic action or by the fact 
that it was successfully accomplished? 

To me, the glass is half-full and getting fuller. The .... 
growth of community organizations as a vehicle to attend \ .... 
to human needs is extremely healthy. The elderly are 
especially effective activists in this tight, are enjoying it, 
and are winning in the process their claim for a safer, 
more humane enviror <,lent in which to live. 

-~-

CRIME PREVENTION ACTION GUIDE 

When You're "Out and About" 
Here are a few tips older people should remember when using public transportation: 

• While waiting for a bus, STAY ALERT and be aware of things going on around you. 

• Try to keep al least one arm f1;'ee of packages and a purse. If you're "loaded 
down", you may not be able to move as quickly or easily to avoid a dangerous 
situation. 

• Carry a whistle or shriek alarm with you. Keep it handy and ready to use at 
all times. 

• If someone pulls up in a car to ask for directions while you're waiting at the 
bus stop, stay a fe~v feet away so you will be out of reach. 

• If other bus passengers are bothering you, ask the driver to help. 

• Never give information about yourself to a stranger sitting next to you on 
the bus - even if he or she seems friendly enough. 

.When there are few or no other persons on the bus, sit close to the driver. 

.As you get off the bus, be careful. If something looks unusual or suspicious, 
don't get off there: go to the next stop. 

Here are a few reminders when you are driving or riding in a car: 

• Before getting into the car, look in the back seat to be sure nobody is 
hiding there. 

• After you enter the car, lock all the doors. 

.Don't pick up strangers, hitchhikers, or stranded motorists. If you see some
one in need of assistance, go to the nearest telephone and call for help. 

.If your car should break down, don't let a stranger pick you up. As the person 
approaches your car, roll your window down a little and ask him or her to 
telephone for road service. Wait inside your car until the police or service 
truck arrives. 

.When parking in a lot where you must leave your keys with the attendant, 
leave only the ignition key. Don't leave the key to your trunk or your house 
keys. 

• When driving by yourself, keep the window on the passenger side rolled up and 
the door locked. This will prevent somebody from reaching inside Qr opening 
the door. 

This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project of the Walter P. Reuther Senior 
Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, Michigan 48201, (313) 963-5212. When reprinting this Guide, 
please give credit to the Project. 
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Crinle Prevention Workshops Continue 
As part of its program to mobilize senior citizens in Detroit to become involved in 

and to organize crime prevention activities in their respective communities, the Crime 
Prevention Project has been conducting workshops at senior centers for the past two months. 
by the end of Narch, 33 sessions w'ill have been completed at 9 sites and the Project ';vill 
have involved approximately 450 seniors in such crime prevention activities as Operation 
Identification, Neighborhood Hatch, and in improving the security of their hOffi@8. 

The series consists of four 90-minute sessions. In the first session property en
graving is discussed, and seniors are provided \vith property inventory forms and engravers. 
The second session is devoted to residential security. A police officer demonstrates 
several types of locks and explains why deadbolt locks are recommended for exterior doors. 
The Project's Community Horkers demonstrate the "drop pin" method for securing \·Jindows and 
explain how seniors can obtain some security devices at no charge. In the third session, 
\vorkshop participants concentrate on personal safety tips. The final session covers con 
games and the reporting of crimes. 

The Project has been concentrating on multi-purpose senior centers because they are 
already the focal point of other service~ for older persons. The goal of the workshops 
is to incorporaee crime prevention programs as another service for seniors provided by 
these centers in the community. 

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 
During April, the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project will be con

ducting a four-part series of crime pre',ention workshops at several multi-p1.rr!,ose 
senior centers and Food-and-Friendship sites in Detroit: 

• State Fair Food and Friendship, 1231 Hast State Fair, Hednesdays beginning 
April 2, 1:30 p.m. 

• Lipke Senior Center, 19230 Van Dyke, Thursdays beginnin~ April 3, 10 a.m. 

• Belle Isle Senior Center, in the Casino, ~10ndays beginning April 7, 1 p.m. 

• Calvary Senior Center, 4950 Gateshead, lvednesdays beginning April 9, 1 p,m. 

• Y>lheeler Senior Center, 637 Brewster, Fridavs beginning April 11, 1 p.m, 

• American G.I. Forum, 6705 I'lest Lafayette, Tuesdays beginning_ April 15, 11 a.m. 

One-session workshops will also be conducted at several locations. 

For more ,information and to obtain a set of the eight crime prevention brochures 
used in the workshops, contact the Project at 963-5212. 



Neighborhood Conference to be Held April 19 
On Saturday, .'1.pril 19, the first cit)'1.,ide Neighborhood Leadership Conference \\7ill t3 

take place at Cobo TIall. The goal of the conference is to help the leaders of Detroit's 
many neighborhood organizations develop or improve the skills they need to carryon 
effective ~rograms. 

The conference is a joint effort of Nevl Detroit, Inc., National Ban.k of Detroit, the 
City of Detroit, 'Neighborhood Service Organization, and the Neighborhood Information Ex
change. 

Several ~vorksho;,:>s ~vill be of special interest to the many senior citizens who are 
already involved in neighborhood organizations or who want to organize or strengthen 
their grOU!1S as a result of their involver1ent in crime prevention programs. mlether it's 
a Neigllborhood Hatch, a block club, or a larger neighborhood council, attracting and keep
ing members i.s an important task for any community group. The recruiting and effective 
use of volunteers will be covered in one of the conference's ten workshops. 

Although no fee is required for the conference (which includes a free luncheon), pre
registration is required. r..egistration forms have be0.n mailed to all the groups regis·
tered Ivith the Chamber of COl'1merce' s "Pride" program and the neighborhood Information Ex
change. .\dditional forms can be obtained by contacting New Detroit; Inc. at 961-9160. 

Mail Fraud Crackdown Intensified 
Postal fraud has become a serious problem in the past few years - so perious that the 

Postal Service has intensified its campaign to educate the public and to encourage victims 
to report frauds. 

According to Postal Inspector Steven D. Lokken, who is responsible for the public 
education campaign ~n rlichigan and Indiana, 204,000 fraud complaints were filed last year 
natiomlide. 74,000 of these complaints involved investment frauds; 23,000 involved the 
failure to receive ~erchandise; and 18,000 complaints involved insurance fraud. Lokken 
notes that many people don't report mail fraud out of embarassment or because the amount 
of money involved seems insignificant, usually under $10. 

In talking Ivith senior citizen groups, I~okken points out that some mail fraud schemes 
are especially aimed at older persons. He cites as an example the work-at-home scheme, in 
which a person Sup!)osedly can earn hundreds of dollars each month by addressing envelopes 
without leaving the comfort of home. Because the advertisements for this scheme appear 
in reputable newspapers and magazines~ many people assume they are legitimate. 

AccQrding to Lokken, older persons are targets for chain letters, insurance frauds, 
and health scams - all of 1jlhich appeal to an individual's concern for his or her income 
and health. 

The Postal Service notes that most mailers are honest, legitimate, ethical, and stand 
behind their products and services. But in 1979 alone postal inspectors obtained ~,n5 

million in restitution from the "rotten apples lt that take advantage of uninformed mail 
customers. 

As part of its public education campaign, the Postal Service publishes "Postal 
Inspectors Protect Customers", a pamphlet which can be obtained 10caE;y by contacting 
Inspector Lokken at P.o. Box 33XX, DetrQit 48232. The telephone number is 226-6745, 

WHISTLES, ALARMS, ENGRAVERS. 
Hhistles and personal "shriek" alarms can be obtained at the Reuther Senior. Centers. 

The ~ .... histles, along ~,)'ith an information packet on the HhistleSTOP program, can be pur-
chased for $1 each. The aerosol alarms sell for $1.50 <!: 

Seniors who war..~ to purchase these crime prevention devices or borrow an Operation 
Identification engraver should contact the Crime Prevention Project office for further 
details. The telephone number is 963-5212. 
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CRIME PREVENTION ACTION GUIDE 

Preventing Home Improvement Fraud 

As spring arrives, many people Hill be under
taking some repairs or improvements on their homes. 
This is a good time to review some common-sense tips 
for avoiding home improvement'frauds. 

The most important point to remember, according 
to the Economic Crime Project of the National District 
Attorneys Association is "You're the boss. You make 
the decisions!" 

You'll be "ripped off" for sure if you: 
;c hire a high-pressure, door-to-door sales 

person, 
;~ insist on a verbal contract, read nothing, 

and sign every form he or she gives you, 
;c pay cash in advance, 
;~ go on vacation 1\7hile the job is in progress, 
;~ ignore lien statements you receive, 
* are too embarassed to complain to your local 

district attorney if you feel you're being "taken". 

Although most of those in the horne improvement 
business are honest, an alarming number use lies and 
deception to defraud millions of dollars from un

sus;,:>ecting consumers every year. To help prevent this type of economic crime, the National 
District Attorneys Association offers these suggestions: 

• KNmJ HHAT YOU HAtH DONE. 711e contractor works for you.Beware of contractors Hho 
want to sell you improvements you don't I"ant or need. Plan ahead. 

• BEHARE OF THE CONTRACTOR t·lHO TRIES TO SELL YOU ~1ORE THAN YOU CAN AFFORD or 1.,ho 
will notPut your total costs in wTiting. -- --- --- ----

• KNOW WHOM YOU'RE HIRING. You're the boss: demand references. Ask to see the con
tractor's license. Beware of the contractor 1"ho is reluctant to talk about his or 
her business or former customers. Ask for references in your neighborhood so you 
can actually see the type of 1vork the contractor performs. 

a KrW\.J HHAT YOU'RE SIGNING. Is it a mortgage? a loan contract? a promissory note? a 
job contract? a completion certificate? It's your contract, so be sure it contains 
everything you think is important. Take your til11e: you don't have to sign today. 

• BEWARE OF THE CONTRACTOR WHO WANTS BIG PAYMENTS IN ADVANCE. ---
• CONTROL THE JOB. I~now who's actually doing the \'lork. Check with all the subcontrac

tors, laborers, and material suppliers to be sure they're getting paid. Get a lien 
waiver from subcontractors before you make the final payment to the contractor. 

'-
This Action Guide was prepared by the Crime Prevention Project of the Walter P. Reuther Senior 

Centers, Inc., 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, Michigan 48201, (313) 963-5212. When reprinting this Guide, 
please give credit to the Project. -
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"Open House" Pians Announced 
The Reuther Senior Centers have scheduled "Open Housel! days in May are are inviting 

seniors from the community to stop by and see firsthand the variety of programs and 
services available at no cost to persons who are at least 55 years of age. 

Those who have never visited the three multipurpose centers located on the city's 
eastside, southwest side, and northwest sid~ will be pleasantly surprised to learn about 
the wide range of recreation, nutrition, education, health, counseling, legal, and crime 
prevention services and activities offered. 

Here is the "Open House" schedule for each center: 

• May l.!.., 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., North"1;vest Reuther Senior Center, 10301 Hest Seven 
Mile (west of Hyoming) in the Tindal Recreation Building, 341-6511 

• Hay~, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m., Eastside Reuther Senior Center, 10100 Harper (at 
Cadillac) in the Eastside YHCA, 925-2105 

• May 1.2.., 10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m., Southwest Reuther Senior Center, 5555 McGrmv (at 
Junction) in the Kronk Recreation Building, 895-5400 

To obtain a more detailed calendar of events at each center, contact the Reuther 
Senior Center near you, or phone 926-5365. 

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR MAY 

During }fay, the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project ~vill be con
ducting a four-part series of crime prevention workshops at several multi-purpose 
centers and Food-and-Friendship sites in Detr.oit: 

• Vernon Chapel, 18500 Nonvood, Thursdays beginning Hay 1, 11 a.m. 

• Kemeny Recreation Center, 2260 South Fort Street, Mondays beginning 
Hay 5, 1 p.m. 

• Downtown Senior Center, 23 East Adams, Hednesdays, beginning Hay 7, 
10:30 a.m. 

• Martens Recreation Center, 3619 Mt. Elliott, Thursdays beginning May 8, 
1 p.m. 

One-session workshops will also be conducted at several locations. 

For more information, to obtain a set of the eight crime prevention brochures 
used in the workshops, or to find out how the series can be scheduled for youI:' 
group, contact the Project at 963-5212. 
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"Open House" Plans Announced 
The Reuther Senior Centers have scheduled "Open House" days in :1ay are are inviting 

seniors from the community to stop by and see firsthand the variety of programs and 
services available at no cost to persons who are at least 55 years of age. 

Those who have never visited the three mUltipurpose centers located on the city's 
eastside, southwest side, and northwest side will be pleasantly surprised to learn about 
the wide range of recreation, nutrition, education, health, counseling, legal, and crime 
prevention services and activities offered. 

Here is the "Open House" schedule for each center: 

• Hay 11., 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Northwest Reuther Senior Center, 10301 Hest Seven 
Mile (west of Hyoming) in the Tindal Recreation Building, 341-6511 

• Hay 1.§., 11 a.m. - 2 p.m., Eastside Reuther Senior Center, 10100 Harper (at 
Cadillac) in the Eastside YHCA, 925-2105 

• May 12., 10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m., Southw'est Reuther Senior Center, 5555 McGra~\' (at 
Junction) in the Kronk Recreation Building, 895-5400 

To obtain a more detailed calendar of events at each center, contact the Reuther 
Senior Center near you, or phone 926-5365. 

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR MAY 

During May, the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project will be con
ducting a four-part series of crime prevention ~\'orkshops at several multi-purpose 
centers and Food-and-Friendship sites in Detroit: 

• Vernon Chapel, 18500 Norwood, Thursdays beginning Hay 1, 11 a. m. 

• Kemeny Recreation Center, 2260 South Fort Street, Hondays beginning 
Hay 5, 1 p.m. 

• Downtown Senior Center, 23 East Adams, Hednesdays, beginning Hay 7, 
10:30 a.m. 

• MarteUl3 Recreation Center, 3619 Mt. Elliott, Thursdays beginning May 8, 
1 p.m. 

One-session workshops will also be conducted at several locations. 

For more information, to obtain a set of the eight crime prevention brochures 
used in the workshops, or to find out how the series can be scheduled for your 
group, contact the Project at 963-5212. 
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Governor ApPoints Crime Prevention Advisory Group 
In mid-March Governor William G. Milliken announced eight appointments to the Crime 

Prevention for the Elderly Advisory Group and named Harvey Clark of the }1ichigan Office 
of Services to the Aging as chairperson. Clark is the director of the office's Crime 
Prevention for the Elderly Project. 

In 1978, Milliken appointed a IS-member Crime Prevention for the Elderly Task Force, 
which was charged with the responsibility of researching the nature and scope of the 
problem of crime against the elderly, and recommended actions to be taken to reduce the 
victimization of older people and their fear of victimization. 

The task force completed its work in 1979 and submitted nine recommendations to the 
Governor. The new advisory group has the responsibility of monitoring and assisting in 
the implementation of the recommendations. 

Among the recommendations was the establishment of a uniform, statewide system for 
recording the characteristics of victims of crime, including age, sex, and race. The 
task force felt that this information was needed in order to plan effective crime pre
vention programs aimed at the state's senior citizens. Currently each municipality has 
its own system for recording this information. 

The task force also recommended that school programs be designed to promote greater 
intergenerational understanding between the elderly and youth. The task force noted that 
the lack of contact and communication between the two groups may contribute to increased 
violence toward the elderly by youthful offenders. 

Appointed to the advisory group for terms expiring at the pleasure of the Governor 
~l7ere: Charles Davoli, director of the Mi(.higan Office of Criminal Justice; Abraham 
Takahashi, deputy director of the Nichigan Department of State Police; Muriel VanPatten, 
acting director of School Program Services of the Michigan Department of Education; 
Robert Cahow, executive director of the Nichigan Community College Association; Melford 
Wheatley, manager of training for the Macomb County Community College School of Criminal 
Justice; John Russell, a former member of the Crime Prevention for the Elderly Task Force; 
and Marie Wentela, also a former member of the task force. 

For additional information, contact the }1ichigan Office of Services to the Aging, 
300 East Hichigan Avenue, P.O. Box 30026, Lansing, Nichigan 48909. 

Some Crime Prevention Aids 
Community organizations, neighborhood councils, and agencies which are involved in 

crime prevention activities or which work with older persons may want to take advantage 
of the services of two national programs. 

The National Council of Senior Citizens publishes Criminal Justice ~ The Elderly, 
a quarterly newsletter which focuses on successful crime prevention and victim assistance 
programs aimed at older persons. For a free subscription, contact the CJE Project at 
1511 K Street, N.W., Suite 540, Hashington, DC 20005. The telephone number is (202) 
638-4848. 

The National Crime Prevention Campaign, a coalition of national organizations ~l7hich 
is coordinating a major program to involve citizen groups in reducing crime, publishes 
a very informative booklet entitled "Got a Minute? You Could Stop a Crime". The booklet 
is part of the coalition's advertising campaign based on the theme "Take a Bite Out of 
Crime". Organizations can order up to 50 copies at no charge by writing the Coalition 
at Box 6700, Rockville, Maryland 20850. Although no more than 50 copies can be requested 
in a single order, there is no limit to the number of requests a group can make. 

Neighborhood and community organizations in Detroit can obtain single copies of 
Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens: An Action Guide, a resource kit prepared by the 
Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention-Project. The kit includes background material 
on crime and its impact on older persons and a set of eight brochures offering practical 
crime prevention tips. The kit is available at no charge to organizations and agencies 
in Detroit. Out-of-city orders should include $2.00 to cover postage and handling. 
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The National Citizen's Crime Prevention 
Campaign is an ambitious effort designed to 
involve citizens from all walks of life in 
methods to better protect themselves and their 
communities from crime, through individual 
and collective action. The Campaign is being 
conducted by the Crime Prevention Coalition, 
a group of business, religious, civic and law 
enforcement organizations, such as the 
National Council on Crime and Delinquency 
The National Exchange Club, and The 
National Sheriffs Association. 

The goal of the campaign is to involve 
citizens from all walks of life in methods to 
better protect themselves and their 
communities against crime through individual 
and collective action. The national campaign 
is utilizing a multi-million dollar public service 
media campaign mounted by the -Adve~rtising 

a---~ Council-the public service arm of the 
advertising industry. Creative development of 
the advertisements for the campaign has been 

.. --"'t donated by Dancer Fitzgerald Sample, one of 
the nation's top advertising agencies. The 

lm5----ot public service ads are designed to encourage 
individuals to learn methods to better protect 

P1l~~I .... ---"t themselves from common crimes and to 
become involved in community-wide crime 
prevention programs. 

"-

TAKE A BITE OUT OF 

~BIME 
EntriUII will be .screened for creativity and lODqltanding advertisement porapecUve. In calle of tie. 4 drawinq will determine winner. 
Award: Tho wmner will he hostod 10 a 2.day viJIU to Washington, D.C., courtesy 01 a loading company and rocooni%od at tho 
Crime PrevenUon C04lUon meeting thore in JUDe 1980. ' 

~ IlI19 Th Ad.t-IIIIIn' COlinI'll, Inc: r;!l 

Judges: 
Henry S. Dogin, Acting Director, 

Ofiice of Justice Assistance, Research & Statistics 
Edward W. Dooley, Volunteer Campaign Coordinator, 

Citibank, N .A. 
lfi"bert Keim, P~t;!!!ident, 
\L~' The Advertising Council, Inc. 

Oarl Loeb, Vice Chairman, 
National Council on Crime and Delinquency 

Stewart Upson, Chairman, 
Dancer Fitzg",r~ld Sample, Inc. 

,------------ -------------------

I Submit Entry to: Secretariat: NATIONAL COUNCIL ON CRIME & DELINQUENCY, 
20 BANTA PLACE, HACKENSACK, N.]. 07601/ TELEPHONE: (201) 489-9550. 

I Contest void wherever prohibited by law. 
Deadline: Postmarked No Later Than May 3D, 1980 

I 
Dog Name Submitted: 

I YourName: ________________________ _ 

I 
I Address --------------------------

I 
I Phone N : Area Code ( ____ u'att~r p. ~lItlur S'lior e'lt~TJ, ,ite" adroit 

I How did you Jearn ollhi. conle.I?'--__ 
I 

CRIME PREVENTION PROJECT 
2230 WITHEREll STREET 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48201 

, 

II 
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Anti-Crime Funds May Be Cut 
The innovative crime prevention programs being carried on by 160 community-based 

organizations across the country are faced with the cut off of the federal funds supplied 
by the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration under its Community Anti-Crime Program. 
If Congress agrees with the recommendations of President Carter, LEAA would not be able 
to provide any grants to support the lavl enforcement programs of state and local govern
ments and the crime prevention projects of neighborhood-based organizations. 

Four groups in the Detroit area would be directly affected by the elimination of 
LEAA funds: the Ttlalter P. Reuther Senior Centers, the l'fichigan Avenue Community Organi
zation, the North Central Seven Community Organization, and the Citizens District Council 
of Highland Park. But since most of these organizations contract with other neighborhood 
and community groups to carryon a variety of programs, more groups would actually be 
affected by the elimination of LEAA fur-as. 

At the heart of the problem is th~ President's proposal to control inflation by 
balancing the federal budget in fiscal year 1981, which begins October, 1980. According 
to Jack Watson, Assistant to the President for Intergovernmental Affairs, the President 
proposed reductions "in virtually every area of the budget". The President's recommen
dations on the LEAA program would eliminate the major financial assistance programs 
authorized by the Justice Improvement Act of 1979, including the Community Anti-Crime 
Program. 

The U.S. House of Representatives agreed with this proposal when it adopted its 
budget resolution. The Senate, on the other hand, included funding for LEAA and other 
federal grant programs in its budget resolution. As of May 15, the differences between 
the two proposals had not been worked out by a conference committee. 

The National Campaign for the ComMunity Anti-Crime Program, chaired by Father John 
Nowlan of Detroit, has been coordinating a program to save the CACP. 

The Campaign notes that many special interest programs have not been subjected to 
the same budget reductions as the human service and neighborhood programs. Nowlan points 
out that while Congress proposes to cut funding for social programs, public service jobs, 
urban grants, and income security programs, funding for tobacco price supports and water 
projects would be continued. Says Nowlan, "The rhetoric that everyone must share the 
burden of the budget cuts does not match the reality." 

According to the Campaign, the CACP has been very effective in addressing both the 
symptoms and the causes of crime at the block, neighborhood, and community levels. Over 
150,000 volunteers have been mobilized, and in the process of addressing common problems, 
many new leaders have emerged from among neighborhood residents. Neighborhood residents 
have focused on controling the occurance of crime and on solutions to the major social 
problems behind criminal activity, including job development for youth and housing code 
enforcement. 

Nowlan urges individuals and organizations to work with the Campaign to reinstate 
the CACP, which he admits will be a long process. (Congress's final budget resolution 
is due on September 15.) 

The Campaign can be cqntacted at St. Rita's Parish, 1100 E. State Fair, Detroit 48203. 



--~------------------------'--.~-.-

A Funny Thing Happened II • • 

Bold headlines announcing a shocking, sensational, or especially brutal crime are 
commonplace in today's newspapers. l1any newspapers take advantage of the public's fear 
of crime, its morbid curiosity, and/or its sense of moral outrage to help boost circula
tion. Crime is IIhot stuff ll for the media. The public has come to expect the print and 
broadcast media to cover the topic. And the media meets the demand. 

Lately even the "funnies" are capitalizing on our perception and fear of crime. 
During the past fe~'7 months several comic strip characters have found themselves in

volved in very credible crime situations. Dondi, the all-American boy, eame to the aid 
of Nidville' s senior citizens who ~'~ere repeatedly victimized by the saBe youth, w'hom the 
local courts could not or vmuld not handle. Fenton Goosemeyer was robbed at gunpoint in 
broadlight at a crmvded bus stop. Kathy I s apartment 't'JaS burglarized. Brother Juniper 
encountered a "hit man" at almost the same time that Broomhilda and Ziggy were being 
robbed. Herman, on the other hand, tried to rob a bank but handed the teller a shopping 
list instead of the traditional note demanding cash. 

m1ere are Dick Tracy and Clark Kent when you really need them? 
DONOI By Gus Epson and Irwin Hasen 

ISN'T MR. KARNS 
arJI J ""1C IJhf"JT~ ..... <0 ~.-'."" ...... ,nc: rf'-",.".- 111:.:7 
Tile GtJ'I WHO WAS 
ROBBEl) AND BEATEN 

Workshop Schedule for June 
During June and July, the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project will 

be conducting a four-part series of crime nrevention workshops at several multi
purpose centers and Food-and-Friendship sites in Detroit: 

• Jehovah Missionary Baptist Church, 13881 Joseph Campau (near DaVison), 
Mondays beginning June 2, 11 a.m. 

• Brewer Recreation Center, 4535 Fairview (near East Harren), Thursdays 
beginning June 5, 10:30 a.m. 

• Latin American Senior Center, 4300 West Vernor (near Clark), Thursdays 
beginning June 19, 1 p.m. 

e Adult Service Center, 15065 Grand River, Wednesdays beginning July 9, 
12:30 p.m. 

One-session workshops will also be conducted at several locations. 

For more information, to obtain a set of the eight crime prevention brochures 
used in the workshops, or to find out how the series can be scheduled for your 
group, contact the Project at 963-5212. 

(This editorial is reprinted from the l\Tinter, 1980 issue of CJE Ne~vsletter, published by 
the Criminal Justice & the E~derly Project of the National Council of Senior Citizens.) 

EDITORIAL 
:t --T-~-ze-e-d-it-o-Tl-·a-l-b-z-tl-/l-·s-z-·ss-u-e-w-a-s-w-r-it-t-e,-z-b-y--U. S-.-R-ep-. -

Claude Pepper (D-Florida). Mr. Pepper. who served in 
the U.S. SenateJrom 1937 to 1951. returned to Congress 
in 1962 representing a district that ineludes Miami. 

During my service as chairman of the House Select 
Committee on Aging, I have become increasingly concerned 
about the frequency with which senior citizens find them
selves the unsuspecting victims of a host of swindles. Most 
recently, the committee uncovered numerous incidences of 
abuses in the sale of insurance specifically designed to cover 
costs not paid by Medicare. 

In the course of its investigation into the sale of such 
insurance to the elderly, commonly referred to as "medigap 
insurance," we found that many senior citizens were being 
sold unnecessary and duplicative policies by fast-talking 
insurance salesmen. Unfortunately, many older persons 
buy policies without knowing what they are buying, what 
they wiII be covered for, and what they will not be covered for. 

They are told they cannot cancel newly-bought poli
cies, when in fact most states have a grace period after 
purchase when a policy may be cancelled without penalty. 

They are sold policies with duplicate coverage already 
held in other policies despite the fact that such policies 

<Ii\" contain restrictive clauses they say only one insurer will pay. 
., At the very heart of these abuses is confusion about the 

Medicare program and ever-shrinking benefits it pays. 
Although senior citizens are well advised to buy one llledi
gap policy to cover those costs not borne by Medicare, it is 
fear which motivates them to buy two 01' more. Further
more, senior citizens have virtually no way of telling a good 
company and policy from a company that offers policies as 
a means of ripping them off. 

To address this problem, I drafted legislation, joined 
by Reps. Henry Waxman (D-Ca.) and James Scheuer (D
N.Y.) and Sens. Max Baucus (D-Mt.) and John Culver (D
Iowa), to create a program of voluntary certification so that 
insurance companies offering policies that meet federal 
minimum standards could receive a kind of "good house
keeping" seal of approvaL In turn, the seal would indicate 
to the elderly consumer that the policy adequately fills in 
Medicare's gaps. 

Second, our legislation would make it unlawful for 
agents to represent themselves as employees of the Medi
care program or to knowingly sell older persons duplicative 
insurance. 

Lastly, our bill would help the states control mail-order 
insurance by requiring that insurance policies sold through 
the U.S. mail first be filed with and approved by the appro
priate state insurance commissioner before they could be 

.sold in the state. 
',. It is a pleasure to report that the Senate has already 

approved this important measure, HR 4000, and we are 
now awaiting its consideration in the House. The speed with 
which this bill has moved through the Congress is indicative 

of our nation's increasing desire to discourage frauds 
against oldet· Americans in today's marketplace. 

But depriving older persons from securing the health 
insurance coverage they need and bilking them of their 
dwindling savings are not the only acts of cruelty perpe
trated against the elderly. Every year thousands of older 
Americans are paying billions of dollars for phony medical 
devices, worthless medications, useless diet supplements, 
and other alluring products and services that make mis
leading promises to reverse the aging process, cure cancer, 
or even end the pain of arthritis. Because our elderly have 
less money, and greater need fpl' medical assistance, they 
are quick to reach out for the swift cure and other shortcuts 
to expensive medical treatm(!nt. 

Quacks and con-men victimize our elderly in subtle as 
well as obvious ways. In the area of housing, the committee 
has found that approximately 8.3 million elderly are living 
in homes or apartments which are desperately in need of 
repair. It is the inability of most older persons to afford 
these costly repairs which makes them easy prey for a 
variety of home improvement frauds. 

Many other fraudulent schemes are perpetrated on our 
elderly: nursing home frauds, investment swindles, funeral 
schemes, and phony land sales are a few. Conservative 
estimates reveal that seniol' citizens are being taken for at 
least a billion dollars a year. 

Although such frauds against the elderly exact a devas
tating financial toll, the psychological cost incurred is 
immeasurable. Those elderly that are duped are not only 
robbed oftheir hard-earned savings, but they are robbed 
of their dignity. Unable to recall the identity of the con 
artist, lacking funds to seek judicial remedies, 01' fearing 
retaliation, a great many older victims are reluctant to 
report they have been conned. 

The committee is concerned about the vulnerability of 
the elderly to confidence schemes and believes the Congress 
should do more to protect its older Americans seeking 
necessary services in today's marketplace. I have always felt 
that the greatest savings we can make in the allocation of 
our federal dollars is in the area or prevention. One way to 
prevent frauds against the elderly is by providing them with 
the information they need to make an intelligent invest
ment. More importantly, we need to shed more light on the 
magnitude of the problem. 

For this reason, the Select Committee on Aging has 
commenced an investigation into frauds against the elderly 
in an effort to catalog the types of schemes the elderly may 
encounter and to develop a plan of action to protect them. 
To help accomplish this task, we are hopeful that all infor
mation relating to frauds against the elderly, either per
sonal experiences or suspected wrongdoing, will be brought 
to the committee's attention at 3269 House Office Building 
Annex II, House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 
20515. 

The Congress, concerned organizations, and individ
uals must work together to assure the aged, and the Amer
ican people, their right to independence, security, and 
dignity in their later years. 

, 
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Senior Citizen Festival Coming July 23·25 
It's that time of year again: summer carnivals, festivals; art fairs, and a variety 

of other gala outdoor events. 
One in particular will be of special interest to senior citizens in the community -

the Sixth Annual Senior Citizens Festival, which is scheduled for July 23-25 at the Kern 
Block in do~vntown Detroit. The festival has been developed by the Concerned Citizens 
Council in cooperation with the Senior Citizens Department to help older persons learn 
more about the many programs available to' them. Information booths and displays will be 
set up in the Kern Block by several agencies serving senior citizens, including the 
Crime Prevention Project of the Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers, the p~erican Red Cross 
(which will administer blood pressure exams), and the Detroit Police Department's Crime 
Prevention Section. The Health Department's Food and Friendship program will conduct a 
workshop on nutrition, and representatives from the Legal Aid and Defenders Association 
and the Social Security Administration will be available to anS~'ler seniors' questions. 

The festivities will begin on July 23 at 11 a.m. with a parade dovm Wood~vard Avenue 
from the Fisher Freeway. Colorfully decorated vans from churches in the community will 
be avai'lable for those who ~vish to participate in the parade, 

Additional information on the festival can be obtained by contacting Mr. Adams or 
Mrs. Horgan at 963-3944. 

Workshop Schedule for July 
During July, the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project will be con

ducting a four-part series of crime prevention workshops at several multi-purpose 
centers and Food-and-Friendship sites in Detroit: 

• St. Peter Claver Community House, 450 Eliot, Hondays beginning July 7, 
11 a.m. 

.Dexter-Elmhurst Senior Center, 11825 Dexter, Tuesdays beginning July 8, 
2 p.m . 

• Adult Service Center, 15065 Grand River, ~.Jednesdays beginning July 9 
12:30 p.m • 

• East Lake Baptist Church Food-and-Friendship, 700 Conner, Thursdays 
beginning August 7, 1 p.m. 

A workshop on "Preventing Sexual Assault" is scheduled for Thursday, July 11:. 
at the Southwest Reuther Senio~ Center, 5555 McGraw (in the Kronk Recreation 
Center). The workshop will begin at 10 a~ 

For more information or to schedule this program for your group, phone 963-5212. 



Fear Keeps Seniors From Ce n f e~ ~ PI'!'< 
- - •• II • ~ 

Feat" of ~;rim@ among tlH~ eldery is a major factor p:'eventing them from using 
public parks and recreation/senior centers, a recent study of some 4,500 seniors con
cludes. 

A study by Dr. Geoffrey Godbey of seniors living in large east coast cities shows 
that one out of four respondents who would frequent parks avoids them out of fear of 
being victimized. One out of ten avoids recreation or senior centers for the same reason. 

The report further states that the pervasive fear of crime found among persons sur
veyed is well-founded: nine percent of those surveyed reported being a victim of crime 
over the 12 months preceding the study. Those seniors who had been victims themselves 
were especially fearful, the study says. 

Due in part to their fear of crime and their fear of meeting teenagers on the street, 
most seniors interviev7ed said they drive their cars to parks and cetlters when they do go. 
A very small percentage go to centers on center-run vans or buses, the study says. 

The sample for this study, sponsored by the Andrus Foundation, consisted of members 
of the American Association of Retired Persons living in east coast cities of over 
100,000 in population. According to the authors, the ~~~p sample is not particularly 
representative of the urban elderly, however. No're than 90 percent were ~vhite; respon
dents were in better health than most seniors and were better educated, with 35 percent 
having attended college. They were also more affluent and more activ8ly involved in 
recreation and community affairs than the average retiree. 

The high levels of fear of crime reported by this population are especially signifi
cant in light of recent findings of the National Victimization Surveys conQucted by the 
U.S. Census Bureau. That survey found that among seniors, who are the age group most 
fearful of crime, blacks and lower-income elderly are more afraid of crime than are 
whites and more affluent and educated seniors. 

Also of note is an earlier study on victimization and fear of crime among AARP 
members and elderly welfare recipients in Florida. In this study, too, the AARP member
ship vTaS largely vlhite and relatively well off. But while 31 percent of the ~velfare 
group reported being victims of property theft, more than 60 percent of the 1,808 AARP 
members reported being victims. 

The latest study recommends changes in public parks to provide more pas0ive recr~a
tion for seniors, and hints that age-segregated parks with on-site supervision may help 
seniors feel more at ease w'hen using 'public parks. 

For a copy of this study, contact: 

Crime 

Frederick J. Ferris, Administrator 
Andrus Foundation 
1909 K Street N.W. 
Washington, DC 20049 
(202) 872-4841 

Prevention Assistance Available 
Whistles and personal aerosol "shriek" alarms can be obtained at the Reuther Senior 

Centers Crime Prevention Project office, which is located at 2230 Hitherell Street in 
the Downtmvn YWCA, or at any of the three multipurpose centers operated by the Walter P. 
Reuther Senior Centers, Inc .. The centers are located at 5555 McGraw (in the Kronk Recre
ation Building), 10100 Harper (in the Eastside YMCA), and at 10301 ttJest Seven Mile Road 
(in the Tindal Recreation Building). 

The whi,:;tles sell fur $1, and the shriek alarms sell for $2 (much lower than the 
retail price in most stores). 

--~--~~~--

CRIME PREVENTION ACTION GUIDE 
~~ 

Some Vacation Reminders Ji)~tr~ 
= 

t-lith the arrival of summer, many people -==:::::=-~~ 'J-rC 
are making vacation travel plans. Whether your L©,,-~ ___ ~ 
vacation will be several weeks long or ~vill cons:i.st 
include some home security crime prevention in your 

of a short weekend trip, you should 
plans. 

Here are a fe~v vacation security tips to remember: 

• Make sure your home or apartment looks like you're there even if you're not. 
You can do this several ways: 

+ Don't let newspapers and handbills accumulate on your porch or in 
front of your apartment door even over the Iveekend. Have a trusted 
neighbor or relative pick up your mail and papers promptly every day. 

+ If you plan to be gone for several weeks, be sure to stop the delivery 
of your newspaper all together. You might be better off calling the 
newspaper's subscription department rather than telling the carrier 
that you will be a,vay. 

+ Ask a neighbor to keep your lawn mowed and ,vatered. You can return the 
favor when your neighbor plans to be away. 

+ Use timing devices to turn lights on an off at different times and 
locations in your home or apartment .. Don't leave your lights on ~ hours 
~ day! 

+ Ask a neighbor or relative to change the position of your drape's or 
blinds from time to time. 

• If you plan to be gone for an extended period of time, notify your local police 
precinct and ask them to give your home some special attention. 

• Leave information with a trusted neighbor or relative about how to contact 
you in case of an emergency. 

• Turn the bell on your telephone down to "low" so that if it rings often or 
continuously passersby won't be able to hear it. 

• Ask a neighbor or relative to look inside your home or apartment to make 
sure nothing has been disturbed. 

• If you're going to be away for some time, store valuable items (such as power 
tools and appliances) away from your home: Store jewelry in a safety deposit 
box. 

Seniors can also borrow property engravers and obtain other crime prevention help at 
the Reuther Centers. 

The staff of the Crime Prevention Project is also able to conduct crime prevention (, 
Most of these suggestions will cost you little - if any - money. But think how 

expensive it would be to replace your belongings in your residence were broken into 
because you didn't plan ahead! workshops for senior centers and neighborhood groups on such topics as residential secur

ity, personal safety, con games, and how to report crimes. The Project works' very closely 
with the Detroit Police Department in presenting these workshops. 
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Training Conference Slated for September 6 
The Michigan Crime Prevention Conference Committee and the Nation3l Council on 

Crime and Delinquency are coordinating two training conferences aimed at helping key 
community leaders in Michigan develop or improve their crime prevention programs. The 
conferences will take place on Thursday, September 4 at Ferris State College in Big 
Rapids and on Saturday, September 6 at the Austin Center of Hayne County Community 
College in Detroit. 

The Michigan Conference Committee is a joint venture of the Crime Prevention Task 
Force of the Michigan Commission on Criminal Justice, the Michigan State Federation of 
Women's Clubs, and the Crime Prevention Association of Michigan. The National Council 
on Crime and Delinquency serves as the coordinator of the Crime Prevention Coalition, a 
nationwide effort to inform the public about crime and to stimulate citizens to take 
active roles in assuring the safety of themselves and their neighborhoods. 

The statewide training conferences are part of the Coalition's program, which in
cludes an advertising campaign based on the theme "Take a Bite Out of Crime" and a series 
of Citizens Awards to recognize outstanding achievements and distinguished contributions 
to the field of community crime prevention. 

Additional details on the conferences are being mailed by the committee directly to 
the organizations, agencies, and individuals on the mailing list of the Reuther Senior 
Centers Crime Prevention Project. 

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST 
During August, the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project will be 

conducting a series of crime prevention workshops at several multi-purpose centers, 
senior housing sites, and Food-and-Friendship sites in Detroit: 

• Central Towers, 2520 Central (at Pitt), Fridays beginning August 1, 
2 p.m. 

• East Lake Baptist Church, 700 Connor (at Freud), Thursdays beginning 
August 7, 11 a.m. 

• Crowell Senior Center, 16630 Lahser, on Monday, August 11, 12: 30 p.m. 

.St. Paul Elderly Housing, 11421 Dexter (near Lawrence), Tuesdays be
ginning August 12, 1 p.m. 

For more information, to obtain a set of the eight crime prevention brochures 
~ used in the workshops, or to find out how the series can be scheduled for your 
~) group, contact the Project at 963-5212. 



------------------------------------------------~--- - ------ ----------'~---

ALERT SENIORS FOIL CROOKS! 
It's sometimes difficult to measure the success of a crime prevention prograln, 

especially when there are so many factors contributing to crime and its prevention. 
That's why it's encouraging to hear how two senior citizens who participate in 

the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project successfully thwarted a couple of 
would-be crooks. 

A member of the Northwest Reuther Senior Center recently received a phone call in 
which she was told that she had won $500 in gift certificates from businesses in the 
community. All she had to do, the woman caller said, was to send her a check for $19.95. 
Recognizing this as a con game, the senior began to ask the caller for additional infor
mation. The con "artist" quickly hung up - and probably called someone who was not as 
knowledgeable about con games! 

The second incident reported to the Crime Prevention Project involved a senior 
citizen who was participating in the crime prevention workshops at the American G.I. 
Forum. As he sat on his porch one day, he was approached by a man who flashed a badge 
and said he was from the Police Department and would be happy to check the locks in his 
house. Since he had just attended a workshop on Residential Security the previous day, 
the senior knew how police officers from the Crime Prevention Section act when they 
conduct home security surveys. After telling the "officer" he wasn't interested, the 
senior quickly went inside and called "911". Within minutes real police officers arrived 
and arrested the impostor, who was still in the neighborhood. 

If you're keeping score, that's "2" for our side! 

Con artists. 
,. They'll tell you the 

trip is free and 
then take you 
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fora ride! 
Funny thing about 

con artists. Every year, 
millions of people are 
talked out of their life 

savings. There are lots of 
ways to be conned. I think 

you should learn about 
thern-so you won't be. 
Write to: Crime Preven

tion Coalition, Box 6600, 
Rockville, Maryland 20850. 

Help put these crooks out 
of business ,and you'll 

be helping to ... 

TAKE A BITE OUT OF 

A msssage from the Vrlme prevention. Coalition, t:. t. ~ 
this publication and The Ad Council. LOrnCI 
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WHATISA911 
EMERGENCY? 
A 911 emergency is a serio illS health, fire or police matter that 
happens suddenly and demands immediate action. 

1. HEALTH EMERGENCY which requires the immediate action 
of the EMS (EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE). 
examples: • serious car ac.cident 

• heart attack 
• serious home injury like a broken hip 

2. FIRE EMERGENCY which requires immediate action 
by Detroit Firefighters. 
examples: • home, apartmen~ or office building on fire 

• people trying to set fire to home or office 

3. POLICE EMERGENCY which requires immediate action by the Detroit Police. 
examples: e stranger breaking into and entering or damaging a home or business 

• any person carryintl a gun in public view 
• person taking money or valuables by force from anyone 
• any individual breaking into or stripping a car 
• person forCing a woman or child into a car 
• person calling for helpl or the police 
• if you have information about a holdup, burglary or the delivery of a drug shipment 

Remember to stay on the line and wait for a 911 operator to answer your call, do not hang up and lose 
your turn. 

DO NOT CALL 911 
for · like 
• barking dogs \'I) children playing on your property • reporting an abandoned car 

For non-emergencies, call the Detroit Police Departments general information number 
(224-4400) or your local precinct: 

1st Precinct .... 224-4010 6th Precinct . ... 224-4060 12th Precinct ... 224-4120 
2nd Precinct ... 224-4020 7th Precinct .... 224-4070 14th Precinct . .. 224-4140 
4th Precinct .... 224-4040 10th Precinct ... 224-4100 15th Precinct . .. 224-4150 
5th Precinct .... 224-4050 11th Precinct ... 224-4110 16th Precinct . .. 224-4160 '" 
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MINI·STATION VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
"Give us one hour a week or even one hour a month!" 

Officers from the Detroit Police Department's 51 mini-stations are fanning out 
through the community with that request in an intensive campaign to recruit volunteers 
to staff the stations. 

Faced with personnel cutbacks, the department has reorganized the operation of the 
mini-stations. Until recently the stations' officers were assigned by each precinct 
and were responsible to their precinct's commander. Now the operations have been re
turned to the department's central Mini-Station Administration Unit located at Police 
Headquarters. A single officer is assigned to each station and is responsible for see
ing to it that enough volunteers are recruited to keep his or her station open from 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 

Sgt. George Ruhana and Sgt. Bill Rice note that the more volunteers there are to 
staff each station, the more that station's uniformed officer spends patrolling the 
area and working with the neighborhood's residents and businesses. According to Ruhana, 
all mini-station officers will ahortly receive basic crime prevention training so they 
can also help organize Neighborhood Watch, Apartment Watch, and Business Watch Programs 
and work more closely with groups in conducting other crime prevention activities. 

Recognizing that senior citizens are an important resource in their neighborhoods, 
(cont. on next page) 

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 
During September, the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project will be 

conducting a series of crime prevention workshops at several multi-purpose centers, 
senior housing sites, and Food-and-Friendship sites in Detroit: 

• Forest Park Place, 1331 E. Canfield (at Russell), Tuesdays beginning 
September 2, noon - 1:30 p.m. 

• Sacred Heart Seminary Food-and-Friendship, 2701 W. t;hicago (near Linwood), 
Wednesdays beginning September 3 

• Bethel A.M.E. Church Food-and-Friendship, 5050 St. Antoine (near E. Warren), 
Thursdays beginning September 4, noon - 1:30 p.m. 

• Four Corners Food-and-Friendship, 5300 Roosevelt (between Merrick and I-94). 
Mondays beginning September 8, noon - 1:30 p.m. 

For more information, to obtain a set of the eight crime prevention brochures 
used in the workshops, or to find out how the series can be scheduled for your 
group, contact the Project at 963-5212. 



... sew 
Ruhana and Rice have begun working closely with the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Pre
vention Prpject to recruit them as volunteers. 

They note that after receiving basic training and orientation, g volunteer is 
assigned to a station in his or her neighborhood for whatever time period is convenient 
for the individual. "Some volunteers offer to sign up for several hours a day", say 
Rice and Ruhana. "But we don't want to burn them out, so we ask them to give us an hour 
or two a week or whatever is convenient". They say volunteers like Josie Jackson are 
really outstanding - and welcome. 

Mrs. Jackson, a senior who used to work as a Community Assistant at the Ruthruff 
School, has been working at mini-stations in the Tenth Precinct since March. She's the 
ideal volunteer in that she will work at whatever mini-station needs some help and some
times puts in four or five hours each afternoon. 

Mrs. Jackson notes that volunteers are instructed in how to take reports from 
citizens and how to summon help in an emergency. But many of the visitors to mini
stations are seeking information on a variety of community services and programs, says 
Mrs. Jackson. She would like to see her mini-stations used by more of the precinct's 
220 block clubs - and hopes, of course, that more volunteers will be drawn from these 
organizations, in many of which senior citizens are very active. 

Persons interested in working as mini-station volunteers or neighborhood groups 
desiring a speaker from the Mini-Station Administrative Unit should contact Sgt. Rice 
or Sgt. Ruhana at 224-4479. 

You're probably wondering 
why your car was stolen. 

You forgot 
to lock it. 

Funny thing about your car. 
You left it,just for a minute, to 

run in for some dog biSCuits. 
Next thing you know, you and 
the dog biscuits are standing 

on the corner, waiting for a 
bus. M8(Ybe this hasn't 

happened yet. But if you 
keep leaving your car 

unlocked it probably will. So 
lock your car, and take your 
keys, every time you leave it. 

And don't leave tempting 
packages on the seats. Find 
out more about preventing 

crime. Write to: Crime Prevention 
Coalition, Box 6600, Rockville, 

Maryland 20850. 
.. . That's one w8(Y to ... 

........ TAKE A BITE OUT OF 

A message from the Crime Prevention Coalition, ~ t ~ 
this publ1catlon and The Ad Councll. lOUlCl 
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What Is A DETROIT 
POLICE 
MINI· ~ 
STATION? 
Your Detroit Police Mini-Station is your local center for 
information clnd limited law enforcement protection 
and service I'ight in your neighborhood. 

A DETROIT POLICE 
MINI-5TATION CAN BE: 
• a place you can personally contact and get to know a Detroit Police Officer 
• a sOUrCt3 of general information about the many Detroit city services and 

Community Crime Prevention Programs 
• a place to file and complete a pOlice report 
• a place to obtain a bicycle license 

A DETROIT POLICE 
MINI·-5TATION IS .......... IN----O-..TI 
• a full service Police Station 
• a jail to /lold or detain suspected criminals 
• a place where lost or stolen property is stored 
• a police emergency center where patrol cars are dispatched 

THERE ARE 51 MINI-STATIONS IN DETROIT 
• for the location of your neighborhood's mini-station 

• to learn how you can become a mini-station volunteer 

CALL 224-4479 - Your Help is Needed NOW! 

, 
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"CRIME AND THE ELDERLY" Conference - October 17 
The Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project in cooperation with the Geron

tology Program of Wayne County Community College will conduct a community conference on 
"Crime and the Elderly" on Friday, October 17. The all-day conference will take place 
at the college's Greenfield campus, located at 8551 Greenfield near Joy Road. 

The purposes of this conference are: (1) to report to the community on the crime 
prevention needs of Detroit's older adults; (2) to report to care-givers and others 
working with older persons on the needs of senior citizens who are actual or potential 
victims of crime; (3) to introduce and review for senior citizens some basic crime pre
vention techniques and strategies; and (4) to recognize the contributions and assistance 
provided to the Crime Prevention Project by several organizations and individuals during 
the past two years. 

Victoria Jaycox, director of the Criminal Justice and the Elderly Project of the 
National Council of Senior Citizens will be the keynote speaker. Two panel discussions 
will focus on the nature of the crime problem as it affects seniors and on how care
givers can best respond to the needs of older persons who are actual or potential victims 
of crime. Eight workshops will concentrate on specific crime prevention techniques for 
senior citizens. 

Registration information and an agenda are inside this issue of the Community Crime 
Prevention Newsletter. 

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 
During October, the Reuther Senior Centers Crime Prevention Project will be 

conducting a series of crime prevention workshops at neveral community centers 
in Detroit: 

.. Mid-City Copcerned Citizens Council, 98 Garfield, Thursdays beginning 
October 2, 2 - 3:30 p.m. 

.. St. Patrick's Senior Citizen Center, 58 Parsons, Tuesdays beginning 
October 7, 1:15 - 3 p.m . 

.. Single-session workshops on Michigan's Victim-Witness Assistance Program 
will be held at the· three Reuther Senior Centers -

-October 8 - Northwest Center, 10301 W. Seven Hile (9:30 a.m.) 
-October 22 Southwest Center. 5555 McGraw (10:30 a.m.) 
;Qctober 29 - Eastside Center, 10100 Harper (10 a.m.) 

For more information, to obtain a set of the eight crime prevention brochures 
used in the workshops, or to find out how the series can be scheduled for your 

. group, contact the Project at 963-5212. 

I 
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"CRIME AND THE ELDERLY" I ( 
On Friday, October 17, the Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers, Inc. in co

operation with the Gerontology Program of Wayne County Community College will conduct 
its seco~d community conference on the crime prevent~on needs of Detroit's senior 
citizens. The conference will take place from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Greenfield 
Center of Wayne Co~nty Community College, 8551 Greenfield (near Joy Road). 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
• Senior citizens who want to learn more .about preventing crime 

ttRepresentatives of commu~ity organizations and agencies which work with 
older persons 

.Representatives of neighborhood groups which want to organize crime pre
vention activitie3 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

.There is no fee for the conference. There is a $2.50 fee for the luncheon. 
(However, participants may also bring their own lunch or purchase lunch at 
the college's cafeteria.) 

.Pre-registration is required. Fill out the form below and return it to 
our office. 

.Registration is limited to 250 persons. 

\ TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE 

.Buses will be available at no charge to drive seniors to the college from 
eastside, northwest, and southwest locations. To reserve a seat, phone 
963-5212. 

------------_ .... --------------------_ .... _---------------------------------------------,---------------

m~ 
",after p. ~lItJer Se,,/or eJlleu, l"c., adrwl 

~ ~ CRIME PREVENTION PROJECT 
~ 2230 WITHERELL SnEer 

DETROIT. MICHIGAN .c8201 
(313) 963·5212 

Please return this form to: Crime Prevention Project, 2230 Witherell, Detroit 48201 

Name --------------------------------.--------------------------------------
Organization/Agency (if any) ____________________________________________ _ 

Address ______________________________________________________ Zip 

Telephone ______________________________ __ 

o 
o 

Please reserve a lunch for me. (I have enclosed a check or money 
order for $2.50 payable to "Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers".) 

Please reserve space for me on one of the buses. 

( 

, 
I I 

CO .. NFERENCE AGENDA 
9:00 - 10:00 a.m. - Registration, coffee 

10:00 - 11:30 a.m. - Welcome~ F~eida Gorrecht, Executive Director, Walter Reuther 
Senior Centers, Inc. 

Keynote Address: Victoria Jaycox, Director, Criminal Justice 
& Elderly Project, National Council of 
Senior Citizens 

<;? 
11:30 - 12:30 p.m. - Choose eith!~r the panel discussion or one of the workshops • 

12:30 - 2:00 p.m. 

2:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

.Panel Discussion: "What do we know about the criminal victim
ization of the elderly?" 

Panelists: 
- Victoria Jaycox, Criminal Justice & the Elderly 

Jers~y Liang, Ph.D., WSU-UM Institute of Gerontology 
Mary C. Sengstock, Ph.D., WSU-UM Institute of Gerontology 
Insp. J. Humphrey - Detroit Police Dept., Crime Prevention 

Section 

.Horkshops on Crime Prevention Techniques 

#1 - Operation Identification 

112 - Residential Security 

#3 - Neighborhood Watch 

#4 - Personal Safety 

Luncheon (Tickets will be mailed to conference participants 
who reserve a luncheon at $2.50.) 

- Choose either the panel discussion or one of the workshops. 

.Panel Discussion: "How do we help older persons who are 
potential or actual victims of crime?" 

Panelists: 
Vic:oria Jaycox, Criminal Justice & the Elderly 

- Fre~da Gorrecht, Walter Reuther Senior Centers Inc. 
- Ellen Preisman, Walter Reuther Senior ·Centers,'Inc. 
- Bill Yagerlener, Walter Reuther Senior Centers, Inc. 

Esther Howell, Wayne County Community College Gerontology 
Program 

.Workshops on Crime Prevention Techniques 

#5 - Sexual Assault Prevention 

#6 Con Games 

#7 - Auto Theft Prevention 

#8 - How to Report Crimes 
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"Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens", an 8-part program 
designed by the Walter P. Re~the~ Senior Centers in coopera

tion with WXON-TV, will be broadcast on Channel 20 each 
Saturday morning beginning October 11 and continuing through 

November 29. 

The television series will be a special feature of "Senior 
Journal", a weekly public affairs program produced by WXON-TV to inform 

the community about activities, issues, and services of interest to senior 
citizens in the Detroit area .• 

Ten minutes of each segment of "Senior Journal" will be 
devoted to discussions and demonstrations of practical crime prevention tips. 

again at 9:30 a.m •. 
The program is televised on Saturdays at 6:30 a.m. and 

( 

c' 

-~-----~~- "'---

~ Community Crime 
~ Prevention Newsletter 

Crime Prevention Project Office: 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, MI 48201 963-5212 

VOLUME 2, NUMBER 10 OCTOBER. 1980 

Elderly Anti-Crime Programs Must be Targeted 
In designing comphrehensive crime prevention programs serving the elderly, policy 

makers and service providers need to consider several demographic factors - not just the 
age of the target population. 

This was one important piece of advice presented to the 120 persons who participated 
in the October 17 conference on "Crime and the Elderly" sponsored by the Reuther Senior 
Centers and the Gerontology Program of Wayne County Community College. 

According to a report prepared by Jersey Liang of the Wayne State University In
stitute of Gerontology, and Mary C. Sengstock, of the Wayne State University Sociology 
Department, criminal victimization surveys indicate that the elderly are generally sub
ject to less victimization than other age groups in the general population. Data derived 
from the National Crime Survey reveals, for example, that elderly are victims of violent 
crimes (such as rape, robbery, and assault) at an annual rate of 9 per 1,000 while the 
rate for the general population is 32 per 1,000. For household crimes (burglary, house
hold larceny, and auto theft) the victimization rate for the elderly is 118 per 1~000 
households ~oJhile the general population has a rate of 235 per 1,000 households. -

But when such other factors as the victim's race, martial status, and the size of 
the community in which he or she resides are considered, the victimiz~tion rates change 

(cont. on next page) 

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE FOR NOVEMBER 
During November, the Reuther Senio~ C~nt~rs Crime Prevention ProjGct will be 

conducting a series of crime prevention workshops at several community centers in 
Detroit: 

eMt. Zion Lutheran Church Food-and-Friendship, 13560 E. McNichols (near Gratiot) 
Mondays beginning November 3, 10:15 a.m . 

• Peoples Community Church, 8601 Woodward (at Pingree) on Wednesday, November 5, 
12:30 p.m. 

.WSU East Center, 3127 E. Canfield (near McDougal), beginning Thursday, 
November 6, 1:00 p.m. 

.Gamma Phi Delta House, 2657 W. Grand Blvd:, on Saturday, November 8, noon. 

Goodwill Community Chapel, 340 W. Seven Mile, on Wednesday, November 12, noon. 

.Virginia Park Service Center, 7601 Rosa Parks Blvd., on Tuesday, November 25, 
10:30 a_m. 

For more information, to obtain a set of the eight crime prevention brochures 
used in the workshops, or to find out how the series can be scheduled for your 
group, contact the Project at 963-5212. 
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dramatically. The risk of victimization is much greater for nomvhites than whites, for 
men than women, for persons who have never married, are divorced or widowed than for 
married persons, and for city dwellers than for persons living in small towns. 

"Gerontologists," note Liang and Sengstock, IIshould always be conscious of the wide 
variations in victimization rates amoung different subgroups of the aged population. It 
would seen premature to dismiss criminal victimization as a social problem for the elder
ly simply because they have the lowest overall average victimization rate among all age 
groups." 

Additional information on the research conducted by Liang and Sengstock can be ob
tained by contacting them at the Institute of Gerontology, Wayne State University, 
Detroit 48202. Their telephone number is (313) 577-2297. 

Community Corrections Program Discussed 
The Social Science Division of Marygrove College is hosting a public lecture series 

on "Community Involvement in Criminal Justice". 
According to Kay Hoffman, Associate Professor of Sociology at the college, the 

purpose of the four-part series is to discuss with citizens one of the most critical 
issues of our day: effective responses to crime and offenders. 

Hoffman notes that over the past ten years there has been intensive investigation 
and, in some cases, implementation of alternatives to prison. However, the focus of this 
discussion has been by correctional experts and academicians or professionals within the 
correctional system. 

The purpose of the lecture series is to bring these discussions on correctional 
alternatives to local communities in order to explore the role residential treatment 
programs on communities. 

The format of the evening program provides for the reaction of community residents 
to speakers through small group discussion. 

The next discussion on Tuesday, November 18 will be devoted to community corrections 
and will include a panel consisting of Don Segler (the Director of Community Corrections 
in Minnesota), Ardemis Kolousdian (Director of Detroit's Project Transition), an ex
offender, and a community r.esident. The discussion will take place at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Library Lecture Hall of Marygrove College, 8425 West McNichols Road. 

For additional information, contact Kay Hoffman at 862-8000, extension 255. 

Television Series Rescheduled 
Because of a change in personnel at WXON-TV, the eight-part series of programs on 

crime prevention for senior citizens has been rescheduled. 
In the last issue of the Community Crime Prevention Newsletter and in announcements 

circulated at several community centers, we indicated that the series would be included 
in Channel 20's "Senior Journal" program beginning near the end of October and continu
ing through early December. However, now the series will consist of three thirty-minute 
programs in which all eight crime prevention topics covered in our Action Guides will be 
covered. 

For the dates on which these programs will be broadcast, contact the Crime Preven
tion Project at 963-5212 or WXON-TV at 355-2900. 

In the meantime, "Senior Journal" is still worth your viewing. It's the only local 
public affairs program exclusively devoted to activities, programs, and services of 
interest to senior citizens in the Detroit area. 

Copies of the eight brochures on which the series is based are available free to 
seniors in the Detroit area and can be obtained by phoning the Project office. 

TeR. • • 
TELEPHONE 
CRIME 
REPORTINfJ 

THE DETROIT POLICE DEPARTMENT IS PROVIDING AN 
ADDITIONAL SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS OF DETROIT, 
TELEPHONE CRIME REPORTING (TCR). YOU WILL BE ABLE 
TO MAKE A POLICE REPORT BY DIALING 911. 

TCR WILL SAVE TIMEAND MONEY AND REDUCE RESPONSE 
TIME IN EMERGENCIES. 

TCR WILL BE USED WHEN: 
Ci) THE CRIME IS NOT IN PROGRESS 
(2) IMMEDIATE ARREST IS UNLIKELY 
(3) NO INJURIES ARE INVOLVED, AND OTHER INCIDENTS 

OF A NON-EMERGENCY NATURE. 

TCRWILLHELPYOUTOMAKEAPOLICE REPORT QUICKLY. 

TELEPHONE CRIME REPORTINfJ 
WILLIAM L. HART 
CHIEF OF POLICE 

" 

r 



The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter is published each month by the Crime Prevention Pro
ject of the Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., Detroit. 

This project is supported by Grant Number 78-CA-AX-0104, aw?rded by the La~ .Enforceme~t 
Assistance Administration, United States Department of Justice. POints of view ~roplnJOns stated In 

this publication are those of the Crime Prevention Project and do not necessanly represent the of
ficial position of the United States Department of Justice. 

Personnel: Freida Gorrecht (Executive Director, Reuther Senior Centers), Ellen Preisman (Assistant 
Director), William Yagerlener (Project Director), Claudia Hohensee, Alvin Sims, Henry Coward, 
Kenneth Gidner 

Information on the Project can be obtained irom: Crime Prevention Project, 2230 Witherell Street, 
Detroit, Michigan 48201, (313) 963-5212. 

watteT p. 'JeelltlteT SeniOT OeltteTJ, iltc., detToit 
8731 EAST JEFFERSON AVENUE 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48214 

THELMA THWARTUM·· By Alex 

,'"'--:,,~,,-'~-:-I"----------""--' 

MARI".THERt 15 NO CURt 
FOR ART~RII15. 010 YOU 
SAVe HIE AD AND TI-1£ 

EN\'ELOPI: '? 

NON PROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE 

Paid 
Detroil, Mith, 

Permit No 1532 

A Public Service of 
NRTA-AARP Crime Prevention 

, 
L I~ 

• 

~ Community Crime 
~ Preventio][ Newsletter 

Crime Prevention Project Office: 2230 Witherell Street, Detroit, MI 48201 963-5212 

VOLUME 2, NUMBER 11 NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1980 

SENIOR ANTI-CRIME PROGRAM ENDS 
At the end of December the Crime PrevEmtion Project of the Walter P. Reuther Sen.ior 

Centers will come to an end when the funds provided by the Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration run out. 

The Project was launched two years ago in November, 1978. The goal .of the program 
was to reduce crime and the fear of crime among older persons in Detroit. To accomplish 
this, the Project carried on three types of activities. It developed crime prevention 
programs at each of the three multipurpose Reuther Senior Centers. It also carried on 
and extensive "outreach" program to involve older persons in crime prevention activities 
at other senior centers, senior nutrition sites, and senior housing sites. And it pro
vided funding and technical assistance over the two year period to six community-based 
organizations, each of whom carried on a specific project to meet the crime prevention 
needs of the residents of their respective areas. 

SENIORS TRAINED IN CRIME PREVENTION 
One of the many achievements of the Crime Prevention Project was the preparation of 

Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens: An Action Guide, a collection of resource materials 
which can be used by any community organization to develop a crime prevention program 
aimed at senior citizens. The kit contains reprints of articles with important back
ground information on the nature of crime as it affects older persons and on crime pre
vention techniques. Also included is a group leader's guide offering suggestions on how 
to organize a community crime prevention program and pointing to other resources which 
can be useful in such a program. Eight brochures in the kit offer a number of practical 
crime prevention tips. 

2,500 copies of Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens: An Action Guide and another 
2,500 copies of the eight brochures were distributed during the two years of the Project. 
This material will continue to be used by the Reuther Senior Centers in programs during 
1981. For information on obtaining copies, contact the agency at 926-5365. 

The Project conducted crime prevention workshops at 72 community centers in Detroit 
and involved over 4,000 people in these programs. The sessions demonstrated a wide 

(cont. on next page) 

CHANGE: OF ADDRESS 
The Crime Prevention Project's office in the downtown YWCA at 2230 Witherell 
will close on December 23. 

After that time all inquires should be directed to: 

Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers 
8731 East Je:fferson Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 48214 

(313) 926-5365 

We would appreciate your assistance in making this change on your mailing list. 
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variety of p~evention techniques that older persons can use to reduce their chances of 
becoming victims of crime. The Reuther Senior Centers has sought funding through the 
city's "block grant" program SQ it can continue this important program during 1981. 

Another aspect of the Crime Prevention Project involved improving the security 
features in the homes of senior citizens. During the two years of the program, the 
Reuther Senior Centers helped 225 seniors obtain better security devices, such as dead
bolt locks and door and window guards. An additional 200 homes were provided with this 
service by two of the Project's subcontractors. The Reuther Senior Centers has proposed 
that it be provided with funds from the city's "block grant" program to provide home 
security improvements for 500 senior citizens in Detroit during 1981. 

COMMUNITY·BASED SUBCONTRACTORS 
Although much of the Crime Prevention Projectl's efforts were directed at senior 

citizens who participated in programs at senior centers, nutrition sites, and housing 
sites in the community, the agency also helped six community-based organizations carry 
on important activities in the past two years. Almost one-third of the Project's funds 
were passed through to these groups. 

Latin Americans for Social and Economic Development (LA SED) employed a bilingual 
community worker to translate crime prevention ma~erial into Spanish and to conduct 
crime prevention programs for the Spanish-speaking residents of southwest Detroit. 
During the second year of the Project, LA SED also improved the security features in 
the homes of 32 senior citizens. 

The Community Resource and Assistance Center (CRAC) organized the Senior Citizens 
Area Transit to provide escorts to older persons in an eastside neighborhood. This 
service will continue in the coming year even though LEAA funds will no longer be avail
able. 

Neighborhood East Area Residents (NEAR) was provided with funds to pro'lide home 
security improvements to 200 persons in its eastside community. This program was carried 
on in an area which was experiencing the highest burglary rate in the city. 

St. John's Ukranian Catholic Church was funded during 1979 to provide weekly escort 
service for seniors living in the neighborhood around the church on the southwest side 
of Detroit. The church's community worker also translated some crime prevention mater
ials into Ukranian. 

During 1979 the Motor City Consumers Cooperative conducted a crime prevention pro
gram in cooperation with the Outer Van Dyke Homeowners Association and the Van Dyke 
Seven Mile Business Association. Motor City also helped to organize an Apartment Watch 
at the River Towers Senior Citizens Apartments. 

In 1980 the Neighborhood Information Exchange (NIE) was funded to provide its twice
monthly newsletter to block clubs and neighborhood councils and to establish a telephone 
"hotline" to supplement the newsletter. Using these organizing tools, neighborhood 
groups were better able to maintain their crime prevention and revitalization efforts. 

THANKS FOR HELPING OUT! 
To help make the Crime Prevention Project a success, early in 1979 an Advisory 

Board was created. The Board was made up of representatives of the three Reuther Senior 
Centers, the community-based subcontractors, and several agencies, organizations, and 
individuals with a special interest in crime prevention and servicBs to older people. 

The Reuther Senior Centers extends a special thanks to these organizations and 
agencies: Detroit Police Department Crime Prevention Section, City of Detroit Senior 
Citizens Department, Wayne State University Criminal Justice Program, Southwest Detroit 
Community Mental Health Services, Detroit Central City Community Mental Health, Inc., 
Detroit East Community Mental Health, Inc., Nurtheast Guidance Center, Minority Anti
Rape Task Force, Southeast Michigan Anti-Rape Network, Parents Anonymous of Michigan, 
UAW Retired and Older Workers Department, the Public Safety and Justice Division of New 
Detroit, Inc., and the Office of U.S. Representative John Conyers. 

m= 

A Directory of Crime Prevention Resources 
• Community agencies and organizations which need some help in conducting crime 

prevention programs may find these resources helpful: 

- Crime Prevention Section, Detroit Police Department, 1300 Beaubien, Detroit, 
Michigan 48226, 224-4030 

- Communications Section, Detroit Police Department, 1300 Beaubien, Detro~t, 
Michigan 48226, 224-4430 

- Mini-Station Administration 'Unit, Detroit Police Department, 1300 Beaubien, 
Detroit, Michigan 48226, 224-4479 

- Rape Counseling Center, University Health Center, 4201 St. Antoine, Detroit, 
Michigan 48201, 832-2530 

- Postal Inspection Service, U.S. Postal Service, P.O. Box 33XX, Detroit, 
Michigan 48232, 226-6705 

- Michigan Anti-Car Theft Campaign Committee, P.O. Box 575, Dearborn, Michigan 
48121, 222-5830 

- Detroitbank Corporation, 211 West Fort Street, Detroit, Michigan 48226, 
222-3300 

- WSU-UM Institute of Gerontology, 205 Library Court, Wayne State University, 
Detroit, Michigan 48202, 577-2287 

- Criminal Justice & the Elderly Project, National Council of Senior Citizens, 
1511 K Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005, (202) 638-4848 

- National Association of Retired Teachers / American Association of Retired 
Persons, 1909 K Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20049, (202) 872-4700 

- National Crime Prevention Coalition, Box 6700, Rockville, Maryland 20850 

• For information on the WhistleSTOP program contact: 

Edgewater Community Council 
1112 W. Bryn Mawr 
Chicago, Illinois 60660 

(312) 334-5609 

• For information on ordering large quantities of aerosol shriek alarms contact: 

P.H.I. Wholesale 
14521 W. Lincoln 
Oak Park, Michigan 48237 

542-2300 

, 
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The Community Crime Prevention Newsletter is publish~d each month by the Crime Prevention Pro
ject of the Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., Detroit. 

This project is supported by Grant Number 78-CA-AX-0104, awarded by the La~ .Enforceme~t 
Assistance Administration, United States Department o.f Justice. Points of view ~r opinions stated I~ 
this publication are those of the Crime Prevention proJ.ect and do not necessarily represent the of 
ficial posi.tion of the United States Department of Justice. 

Personnel: Freida Gorrecht (Executive Director, Reuther Senior Centers), ~lIen. Preisman (Assistant 
Director), William Yagerlener (Project Director), Claudia Hohensee, Alvin Sims, Henry Coward, 
Kenneth Gidner 

Information on the Project can be obtained from: Crime Prevention Project, 2230 Witherell Street, 
Detroit, Michigan 48201, (313) 963-5212. 
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Motor City Consumers Cooperative, Inc. 

Greetings: 

LEAA CRIME PREVENTION PROJECT 
17950 VAN DYKE • DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48234 

Phone: 366-8460 

Here are several types of leaflets prepared by the Motor City Consumers 
Cooperative, Inc., LEAA Crime Prevention Project. 

We, the coordinators of the Motor City Crime Prevention Committee, 
are proud of the work performed by each member 'who accomplished 
so much in such little time. 

We are equally proud of the various activities by the many neighborhood 
block watch committees who have used these leaflets to help make their 
neighborhoods a safer place in which to live. 

The success of our work would not have been possible without the full 
support of John DIAgostino, 'President of the }'-1otor City Consumers 
Cooperative, Inc. 

We trust that these leaflets will be of service to you in your fight 
against crime. 

Kenneth Gidner 
Project Coordinator 

KG:RB:r 

Sincerely yours, 

Ralph Bathanti 
Project Coordinator 

Crime Prevention for Senior Citizens: A program funded by the Crime Prevention 
Project of the Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers, Inc., Detroit. 

This project is supported by Grant Number 78-CA-AX-0104, awarded by the Law 
Enforcement Assistance Administration, United States Department of Justice. 
Points of view or opinions stated in this publication are those of the Crime 
Prevention Project and do not necessarily represent the official pOSition of the 
United States Department of Justice. 

Information about obtaining copies of the publication or reproducing it can be 
obtained from the Motor City Consumers Cooperative, Inc., LEAA Crime Prevention 
ProJect. 17950 Van Dyke • Detroit, Michigan 48234 • Phone: 366-8460 
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TAKE A STAND AGAINST CRIME 
~f • Afraid of crime in your neighborhood? 

• Think twice about going out after dark? 

• Ever been ripped-off in your own home? 

• Trouble with young punks? 

• Wonder how you can prevent crime and 
safeguard your home? 

• Ever feel nobody really cares what 
happens to your area? 

Your Detroit Police Department DOES CARE and wants to help 
you do something about crime prevention in your neighborhood. 

WHY NOT FIND OUT ABOUT 

Neighborhood Watch? 
Contact: 

Motor City Consumers Cooperative 
LEAA Crime Prevention Project 
17950 Van Dyke 
Detroit, Michigan 48234 
Phone: 366-8460 

Ken Gidner or Ralph Bathanti 

7th Detroit Precinct 
Mini Station - 7377 Kercheval 
Detroit! Michigan 48207 
Phone: 224-0428 or 244-0429 
Crime Prevention Officers: 

Officer Maryann Pawlak 
Officer Roy C. Edwards 

11 th Detroit Police Precinct 
Headquarters-3812 East Davison 
Detroit, Michigan 48212 
Phone: 224-4110 or 224-0488 
Crime Prevention Officers: 

Officer Ed Kaler 
Officer Henry J. Wellams 

15th Detroit Police Precinct 
Headquarters-11187 Gratiot 
Detroit, Michigan 48213 
Phone: 224-4150 or 224-4151 
Crime Prevention Officers: 

Officer Kim Mackie (Community Relations) 
Officer Brenda Williams 

PROTECT YOURSELF, 
YOUR FAMIL'l AND YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

, 

NEED A POLICE 
·SQUAD 
C· ·A'R9 af\."-.. . ........• ~~~~-----

.:::# ,.. 1=:1 

for .. POPCE 

police 
emergencies like: 
• breaking and entering into a home orbusines$ 

I ~ •• , robbery (person or business) 
:..,. destroying property 

• physical assault with a dangerous weapon 

CALL911 

• reporting ~~and~ned cars • suspicious persons in your neighborhood 
• persons dlsturbmg ,the peace • other minor Yiolations of the law 

~Callthe Detroit Police General Information number 224-4400 



( 
What Is A DETROIT 
POLICE = -:= 
MINI • ..... . -

STATION? 
Your Detroit Police Mini·Station is your local center for 
information and limited law enforcement protection 
and service right in your neighborhood. 

A DETROIT POLICE 
MINI·STATION CAN BE: 
• a place you can personally contact and get to know a Detroit Police Officer 
• a source of general information about the many Detroit city services and 

Community Crime Prevention Programs 
• a place to file and complete a police report 
• a place to obtain a bicycle license 

A DETROIT POLICE 
MINI·STATION IS~IN~O~Ti 
• a full service Police Station 
• a jail to hold or detain suspected criminals 
• a place where lost or stolen property is stored 
• a police emergency center where patrol cars are dispatched 

IN YOUR COMMUNITY, DETROIT POLICE 
MINI·STATRONS ARE LOCATED AT: 

15th Detroit Police Precinct Headquarters 
11187 Gratiot-Detroit, Michigan 48213-Phone: 224·4150 or 224·4151 

~, , 

MINI·STATIONS: 
5142 Conner-Phone: 224·0418 or 224·0419 
8036 Harper-Phone: 224·0464 or 224·0465 

14304 Gratiot-Phone: 224·0468 or 224·0469 
16334 East Warren-Phone: 224·0480 or 224·0481 

I , 

! 
I 
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young punks? 
(juvenile offenders) 

Don't Live In FEAR 
HERE'S WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
1. File a Police report at your local Detroit Police Precinct and name the juveniles. 
2. Be willing to follow through with the charges-don't make a police report just to 

scare the juveniles. . 

3. Special ~etroi~ Police Juvenile Officers will investigate your charges. If the 
problem IS senous enough, these officers will petition the juvenile court for a 
formal hearing. 

4. Any corrective action (fines, penalties) will be handled by the juvenile court. 

Be ,sure to protect yourself by filing a complete 
police report and tall< with the police officer who 
will be in charge of your case. 

Be sure to ask for the YOUTH BUREAU at: 
7th Detroit Police Precinct 

3300 Mack Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 48207 

Phone: 
224-4070 or 224-4071 

11th Detroit Police Precinct 
3812 East Davison 

Detroit, Michigan 48212 
Phone: 

224-4110 or 224-4111 

15th Detroit Police Precinct 
11187 Gratiot 

Detroit, Michigan 48213 
Phone: 

224-4150 or 224-4151 

~ Stand up for your rights! 
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when? 

how? 

• involved in minor traffic accident
no personal injuries 

• report minor disturbance of peace 
(barking dogs, party, loud music) 

• report minor tresspassing 
(children or dogs running through yard) 

• report abandoned car 

• file a written report at your local 
Detroit Police Precinct 

• stop by your local Detroit Police Mini-Station 
• Have a Detroit Police Squard Car dispatched 

to your home 
(non-emergencies call the Detroit Police general 
information number: 224-4400) 

where? 7th Detroit 
Police Precinct Headquarters 

3300 Mack Avenue-Detroit, MI48207 
Phone: 224-4070 or 224-4071 

detroit pol
stations 

MINI·STATIONS: 
7737 Kercheval-Phone: 224-0428 or 224-0429 

630 Chene-Phone: 224-0462 or 224-0463 
5706 Chene- Phone: 224-0448 or 224-0449 I 
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~·ISA911 
EMERGENCY? 
A.911 emergency is a serious health, fire or police matter that 
happens suddenly and demands immediate action. 

1. HEALTH EMERGENCY which requires the immediate action 
of the EMS (EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE). 
examples: • serious car accident 

• heart attack 
• serious home injury I!ke a broken hip 

2. FIRE EMERGENCY which requires imm~diate action 
by Detroit Firefighters. ' 
examples: • home, apartment or office building on fire \~ 

• people trying to set fire to home or office 

3. POLICE EMERGENCY which requires immediate action by the Detroit Police. 
examples: ~,stranger breaking into and entering or damaging a home or business 

• any person carrying a gun in public view 
• person taking money or valuables'by force from anyone 
• any individual breaking into or stripping a car 
• per~pn forcing a woman or child into, a car 
• person calling for help or the police 
• if you have information about a holdup, burglary or the delivery of a drug shipment 

Remember to stay on the line and,wait for a 911 operator to answer your call do not hang up and lose 
your turn. ' 

DO.NOT cAli 911 
for..· • like 

( (, • barking dogs 
• children playing on your property 
• reporting an abandoned car (" . ~~. 

Call the Detroit Police Department's general information number 224-4400 or your local Detroit Precinct: 
7th Precinct 224-4070 } 

11 th Precinct 224-411 0 for non-emergencies. ' ' 
15th Precinct 224-4150 I' , ~ 

.... , ••... ,." ... ," ~.,"".~"" .•. __ ~,,~.~._~_ .. __ .. ~.~_ "'..".._~ ,,"~,_._ , ... ~ _"'_~_~_~"""-'_--'''''''A~~~ ____ ~_'·-'''''~'' __ ~_~ "._> • .:~.~~._. ~..,.,...,,,," ... _..-... _____ ._" • _~. ~'''_'. :~_~. , . 
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JOIN APARTMENT 
WATCH 
protect your building 
against crime 

An APARTMENT WATCH Crime Prevention 
Program includes: 

• an apartment security survey 
• operation identification 
Q a crime prevention training program 
• inventory of all your valuables 
• use of shriek alarm 
• construction of your own safe 
• assignment of "Floor Captain" (Security Chief) and your 

own "designator number" 
• use of floor locator system (know your neighbors) 

Don't give the criminal a chance, fight back before the mugger, 
robber or rapist strikes. 

Your apartment building is your neighborhood, get to know it 
and your neighbors well-stick together, show your concern 
and pride in your neighborhood. 

For further information about the Apartment Watch Program please contact: 

Motor City Consumers Cooperative 
LEAA Crime Prevention Project 

17950 Van Dyke 
Detroit, Michigan 48234 

Ken Gidner or Ralph Bathanti 
Phone: 366·8460 

7th Detroit Police Precinct 
Mini Statian-7377 Kercheval 

Detroit, Michigan 48207 
Crime Prevention Officers: 
Officer Maryann Pawlak 
Officer Roy C. Edwards 

Phone: 224-0428 or 244·0429 

11th Detroit Police Precinct 
Headquarters - 3812 East Davison 

Detroit, Michigan 48212 
Crime Prevention Officers: 

Officer Ed Kaler 
Officer Henry J. Weliams 

Phone: 224-411 0 or 244-0488 

15th Detroit Police Precinct 
Headquarters· 11187 Gratiot 

Detroit, Michigan 48213 
Crime Prevention Officers: 

Officer Kim Mackie (Comm. Relations) 
Officer Brenda Williams 

Phone: 224·4150 or 244·4151 

, Buying Medicare Supplement Policies 
. Beware of Medicare supplement insurance policies that will not provide the 

kl.nd. of ~rotection you and your fam,ily may need in times of illness or injury. 
Several l.nsurance companies have already taken advantage of many poor older persons 
who,have lost a great deal of money by buying unnecessary health insurance policies. 
Don t let it happen to you! 

The follOWing list of consumer tips was adapted from a series of recent articles 
in the Detroit ~ Press by writers Sylvia Porter and Peter Weaver. 

• Before you buy extra medical insurance, be sure to take a good look at your 
real Medicare supplemental needs. Don't make a hasty decision. 

• It might be wise to wait awhile before you buy supplemental insurance. 
Congress may establish a National Health Insurance Plan Sooner than you think. 

• Policies paying service benefits are more valuable than those paying indemnity 
benef~ts. Service benefits keep pace with rising costs, while indemnity 
benefl.ts pay a flat fee per day and may not start until a hospital stay has 
lasted a long time. Check it out. 

• Most health policies bought on an individual basis will not provide benefits 
right away for an illness or condition that existed at the time the policy 
was issued. Find out how far back in your medical history a company will go 
in searching for pre-existing medical conditions. 

• Some mail order insurance companies tend to reject more claims and make heavy 
use of "pre-existing medical condition" exclusions. 

• As with any contract, ~ the small print before you sign. If you don 't 
understand the terms .of the policy, don't sign it. 

Additional information can be obtained free from: 

• Information ~ Medicare & Health Insurance ~ Older People, published by the 
American Association of Retired Persons, P.O. Box 2400. Long Beach, CA 90801 

• ! Shopper's Guide !£ Supplemental Medical Insurance. published by the National 
Senior Citizens Law Center. 1424 16th Street, N.W •• Washington, D.C. 20036 

• State of Michigan Insurance Bureau toll-free "hotline" 1-800-292-5943. The 
bureau publishes consumer bulletins and can tell you if an insurance company 
is properly registered to sell poiicies in M1chigan 

Information and advice on preventing consumer fraud is contained in: 

• Target: ~ Elderly, published for $1 by the Consumer Affairs Foundation, 
c/o Suffolk University, 47 MOunt Vernon St •• Boston, ~ 02108 

Prepared by the Crime Prevention Project of the Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers. Inc. 
Adapted and reprinted courtesy of the MOtor City Consl~rs Cooperative LEAl Crime Prevention 
Project, 17950 Van Dyke. Detroit. HI 48234. Phone (313) 366-8460. 
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He aquf ~a TRAMPA DE INCAUTOS ... 

ESTA TRAMPA ES UN VIEJO Y BIEN CONOCIDO TIMO (E~ TIMADOR SE 
APROVECHA DE LA CONFIANZA DEL OTRO) , COMETIDO MAS FRECUENTE
MENTE EN PERSONAS DE EDAD Y CIUDADANOS CONFIADOS E INOCENTES. 
OCURRE MUCHAS VECES DURANTE EL ANO Y SE PUEDE EVITAR SI LA 
PERSONA QUE VA A SER V ICT I MA (EL I NCAUTO) SE DA CUENTA DEL 
FRAUDE, REHUSA PARTICIPAR Y NOTIFICA A LA POLl ciA DE 
INMEDIATO. 

" LA PRESUNTA VICTIMA VE A UN DESCONO-
CIDO QUE ENCUENTRA UNA CARTERA 
o UN PAQUETE DE DINERO. 

EL DESCONOCIDO LE OFRECE COMPARTIR 
EL DINERO SIEMPRE Y CUANDO LA 
V (CT I MA PUEDA REEMBOLSARLO, S I EL 
VERDADERO DUE~O LO RECLAMA. 
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EL DESCONOCIDO PUEDE LLAMAR 
A SU SUPERIOR 0 A SU SUPUES
TO ABOGADO PRIMERO Y ENTONCES .-
PEDIRLE A LA VICTIMA UNA 
GARANT (A. 

" LA VICTIMA RETIRA SUS AHORROS 
DEL BANCO PARA PROBAR SU 
BUENA FE Y SU RESPONSABILIDAD , 
ECONOMICA. 

EL DESCONOCIDO CUENTA EL DINERO 
Y LO ENVUELVE EN UN PANUELO 0 LO 
PONE EN UNA BOLSITA. LE DICE 
ENTONCES QUE ESPERE MIENTR~S 
LLAMA A SU SUPERIOR PARA PEDIRLE 

" 

~ 
"- . .' 

MAS CONSEJOS. 

'" LA VICTIMA ESPERA. PASAN 
VARIAS HORAS. EL DESCONOCIDO 
NO REGRESA. CRECE LA SOSPECHA. 
AL ABR I R EL PAi'lUELO, SOLO ~ 

~I/ENCUENTRA PEDAZOS DE PERIODICOS 
DEL TAMAi'lO DE BILLETES. 

, 
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Eite proyecto es poslble a 
causa de dinero federal de la 
olJclna de Michigan de 
Programas Criminal de 
Justlcla baJo el Acto de 
Control Criminal de 1976. 

Evite que otras personas 

resulten v(ctimas. 
LOS AHORROS DE TODA LA VIDA DE LA POBRE VICTIMA, AS( I" 
COMO EL DESCONOCIDO, HAN VOLADO, COMO UNA PALOMA. 

SI ALGUIEN VIENE DONDE USTED PARA REPARTIR DINERO 0 
COSAS VALIOSAS ENCONTRADAS, EN LUGAR ~E PONER DINERO, 
DENUNCIE A LOS ESTAFADORES A LA POLICIA. 

MUY AGRADECIDOS AL DEPARTAMENTO DE 
~ ~ 

POLIelA DE DETROIT LA SECCION DE PREVENIR 
EL CRIMEN 

224-4030, 224-4031 
, 

LA VIEJA TRAMPA DE INCAUTOS HA RECLAMADO OTRA VICTIMA. 

TRANSLATED THROUGri -·HE COURTESY O~ 

LATIN AMERICANS FOR ~OCIf~.!, AND. EGO.NO.MlC 
OEVELOPMENT, ItJC. (LA8EDI 

4138 WEST VERNOR HWY. 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48Zog 

.. iIEL. iJU31.31 §'5±2Q~'§Jg [j 

.. 
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'i CONSERVE ESTA HOJA! 
El comite para la seguridad en la vecindad ha preparado esta 1 ista de numeros de 
telefonos importantes para que ahorre tiempo cuando necesite ayuda. 

PARA REPORTAR UN CRIMEN, SOSPECHA DE UN CRIMEN, 0 UN CRIMEN lNTERRUMPIDO, 
llAME AL TElEFONO •.•. 

911 (para emergenc.ias, cuando ta respuesta inmediata 
de ta policia es necesaria) 

Para ~eportajes no muy urgentes 0 para denuncias, llame at precinto 
numero 4 at tetefono 224-40.40, DigaJe al oficial de donde esta 
llamando, por qulltam'a, de .los detalles - domici t io, nombre, etc. 

SI USTED ES VICTIMA DE UNA VIOlACI!ON (ESTUPRO),. 0 DE UN INTENTO DE 
V I OlAC ION, llAME A lA POll C I A, ENTONCES lL~E AL...... , 

CENTRO DE ASESORAHIENTO (CONSEJOS) EN CASO DE VIOLACION: 
224-4487 (de dfa) 
224-0550 (de noche) 

El centro, localizado en el Hospftal Detroit General t'ene un"ser.vfcTo de 24 
horas con un personal dellKlJeres conseJerras prof.s'onales. 

S I U,STED TI ENE ALGUNA QUEJA 0 ALABANZA ACERCA DEL SERV I t 10 POll C IACO, 
LlAME Al NUMERO 

224-4020 (segundo precfnto) 0 224-4040 (cuarto precrnto) 

QueJas sobre la malaconducta de algan p01icfa individuat 
pueden hacerse ltamando a1 nOmero 224-4235 (Regtas Profesionates 
de t a po I ic i a) 

ConseJo de Accion para Ciudadanos del Parque Palmer-
742 W. McNichols Detroit 48203 341-2383 

TRANSLATED THROUGH THECOURTESV; OA 
LATIN AMERICANS FOR SOCIAL: ANQ .EC,QNOJ.UQ,. 
DEVELOPMENT, INC. (LASED} 
4138 WEST VERNOR HWY. 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 482Q9 
JEL. iI t3131 ~54-2025lEi 
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LA SEGURIDAD EN LOS EDI~ICIOS DEBE SE~fREOCUPACION DE TODOS 

t • • 

Nunca abra la puerta del eorredor del ·edifieio a alguien que no se haya iden-' 
tifleado apropiadamente aunque usted este esperando a un amigo 0 una entre~ 
ga a esa hora. 

. Cuan~o entre 0 salga de su edifieio. nunca permita que entre ninguna persona 
que usted no conozca', S·i la persona ha tocado el timbre de un veeino, deJe 
que el veeino 10 deje entrar al edificio. . 

L6s trabajadores de las eompa~Tas de servicios pGblicos 0 de ~epartos ~e 
mercancra tienen a la vista identificaci8n con ellos, Nunca admita a un 
trabaJador de estas eompaft'as a menos que este autorizado/a por el adminis-
trador del edificio, ~. 

Cuando el timbre suene, pregunte. "l-Quian es?" 0 "l-Quien toea?1I -- no diga 
ill-Eres tu Alfredo?", etc. (Puede que el que este en el corredor no sea 
"A If redo ll , ) •. . . . . 

Cierre con Ilave y eerrojo (pasador) siempre que s&l~a de su departamento 
aun si sale p~r varios minutos para Ir a la lavelnderia (0 tintoreria) 0 al 
departamento de stJ vecino en el mismo edffieio, 

Hantenga la puerta eerrada con I lave aun cuando usted este en el departamentp. 

Si usted ve a alguien sospechoso en el edifi'cio 0 por los alrededores, comu.ni
quese con el administrador del edifieio inme~iatamente. Sf no puede hacer 
esto, comuniquese con la policfa y d1galesque hay una persona sospechosa en 
el local. (Puede que esa persona haya acabado de cometer un crimen 0 tal vez 
este a punto de eometerlo.) 

USE EL NUI~ERO "911" APROP I ADAMENTE - , 

Use el 11911" solamente para l1amar a la pol icia. al departamento de bomberos 0 
en caso de emergencias medicas. Cuando llame, informele a la operadora la 
localizacion exaeta donde ocurre la emergeneia: el domicilio y la calle, el 
numero del apartamento, y las calles de travesia mas cercanas. Asegurese de 
inelu.ir su numero de apartamento en caso de que la policia neeesite mas 
informaci6n 0 direceiones. 

Si es posible, ,descrrbal~a la operadora del.numero "911" la c'lase de emergen
cia, (Por ejemolo: "Hay un robo a mane armada". liEs tan tratando de forzar 
entrada en un autom6vil". "Esta una mlljer pidiendo ayuda".) 

RESPONDA AL SONIDO DE UN SILBATO 

5i usted neeesit'a ayuda en alguna emergeneia, sople su silbato para atraer la 
atenci6n. Siga sop1§ndolo para que sus vecinos y 1a poliera sepqn exactamente 
donde se neeesita la ayuda. 

Si usted oye un si1bato, trate de determinar de donde procede e1 sonido, 
L1 arne a 1 numero "911" y d r ga 1 e a 1 a operadora que hay una emergenc i a 
"\lhistle Stopl •• Sople su silbato para atraer m§s atenci6n yayuda, Vaya 
hacia don de suena e1 silbato. 

Lleve su silbato donde usted pueda usarl0 r~pidamente, . No 10 Ileve en su 
cartera 0 en su bolsillo, 
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lQUE ES UNA EMERGENCIA 
. , 
t.CUANDO DEBE EL CIUDADANO LLAMAR 

AL 
~ 

T'ElEFONO 9 11 ? 

Marque el I 
numero 911 cuando usted vea 10 siguiente: 

1. UNA PERSONA 0 VARIAS PERSONAS QUE ESTEN,HERIDAS 0 LASTIMADAS 0 QUE EST[N 
SANGRANDO Y QUE NECESITEN TRATAMIENTO MEDICO 0 DE HOSPITAL INMEDIATAMENTE. 

2. CUALQUIER ACCIDENTE DE AUTOMOVIL'OONDE HAYAN LESIONES SERIAS 0 HERIDAS 
GRAVES. ' . 

I I 
3. CUALQUIER PERSONA QUE ESTE INCENDIANDO ALGUN EDIFICIO. 

I 

4. DESCONOCIDOS QUE ESTEN ROMPIENDO 0 ABRIENDO LA VENTANA DE ALG6N VECINO Y 
ENTRANDO EN LA CASA. 

5. DESCONOC I DOS LLEVANDOSE LOS MUEBLES 0 CUALQU I ER OTRO ART (CULO DE LA CASA '. 
DE UN VECINO. 

~ 

6. ALGUIEN ARREBATANDOLE LA CARTERA a BaLSA A UNA SE~ORA. 

7. UNOS DESCONOCIDOS USANDO LA VIOLENCIA CONTRA OTRA PERSONA PARA QUITARlE SU 
DINERO 0 COSAS DE VALOR. 

8. UNA PERSONA EXHIBIENDO ARMAS DE FUEGO EN P6BLICO. 

9. ALGUN DESCONOCIDO TRATANDO DE FORZAR SU ENTRADA EN UN AUTOM6vIL. 

10. CUALQU I ER P
6
ERSONA SOSPECHOSA QUE EST~ SACANDO MERCANC (A, ROPA 0 GASOL! NA 

DE UN AUTOM VIL 0 DESMANTELANDO ACCESORIOS DE (STE. 

11. UNA PERSONA,O PERSON}S QUE PAREZCA ESTAR FORZANDO A UNA MUJER 0 A UN NI~O 
A ENTRAR A UN AUTOHOVIL. 

/2. GRUPOS DE PERSONAS CON ARMA~ - GARROTES (PORRAS), CADENAS, ARMAS DE FUEGO, 
CUCHILLOS (NAVAJAS), PREPARANDOSE PARA PELEAR. 

13. PERSONAS ENTRANDO 0 SALIENDO SOSPECHOSAHENTE DE UN ESTABLECIMIENTO DE 
COI1ERCIO A HORAS DESACOSTUMBRADAS. 

14. PERSONAS DESTRUYENDO VENTANAS 0 PUERfAS EN UNA CASA, EDIFICIO DE APARTA
MENTOS 0 ESTABLEC /t1l ENTO DE COHERC 10. 

15. PERSONAS QUE EST[N USANDO MASCARAS 0 QUE PAREZCAN QUE ESTAN ESCONDIENDO 
SUS CARAS. ,. 

~ 

MARQUE EL NUMERO 911 SI USTED OYE ••.. 

1. UNA PERSONA GRITANDO 0 LLAMANDO A LA POLICIA PIDIENDO AYUDA. 

2. UNA EXPLOS,6N FUERTE 0 UNOS BALAZOS. 

, 

? 
• 
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. DE HADERA SIIENOO UPIA PUERTA ' 0 RUIDO DE 
ISTAL ROMPiENDOSE tOftO HUEBLES 

Et SON 

1

00 DE en , PART,\IIEIIJO TA1{~E1fTE. 
3. DESTRU(OA. . CEDEIITeS DEL PROX~"::/ GOLrE 0 ESTREP ptID 

RUIOO~ SOSPEe~~:~OO GAVETAS CERRAIIA ETt., Q!JE INDIQ!.IBI UNA . 4. VOLTEANDOSE O. DOS DE GOLPES, 
ENOS, RUt 

. ERTES, IIISt . . • DE lit 

5. GRIT~SA ~llEJERA. 'DO RUHORES ACRHAER~ UN R08()~ 
o R I" , 0 HA 0 I llANO A , ETC 

. E INFORMACION UN ASALTO A ENTREGARSE, . • USTED TIER TALES COftO ) qUE VA A 
6. LLAME A~uil~ES~STE ~LAo :~.!~MTICOS OII\OGAS TACIIJ~ DE 

CRIMEN", '0 0 ENYI A lA ES 

UN CARGAMENT RGE~CIA~ l~~ ****~**** 
ON 'DE EH~ 22"-~~ lAIIADAS QUE NO !o 0 AL NIiHERO . ·.~**,h~*~~ PARA t" DE SU LOCAL I 0 

POll C lit\. 

\ 

0TlItJfn'ESY OR 
• A-en 'rHROUGH ~U' /\a'O B:OJiOMlQ IRAN. SI.J"It_~ ." SDC ............. 

CANS !FOn . • "TIiN MilER! '" .!Oc!ECj 
\..t\ T IlI'Dc.. ~~ 
DEVELOPMEN • 1\10R HlWV. • 

WC'ST VER 
4138 ... MICHIGNt 482!Q!i 
DETRCJIT. . ~ 
;ra.. ~ 13131 ~~ .. 
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CERRADURAS 
DE UN SOLO 
CILINDRO. 

PUERTAS 
S6UDAS 

DEBIDAMENTE 
ASEGURADAS. 

PUERTAS 
CON 
CRISTALES 

./ 

VISOR 
" DE ANGULO 

ANCHO PARA 
LAS PUERTAS 
" SOLIDAS 

ILUMINE SU CASA 
POR FUERA Y 
MANTENGA EL 
INTERIOR 
ALUMBRADO 
POR LA NOCHE. 

" ILUMINACION 
VISIBLE 

OTRAS PRECAUCIONES 

HAGA QUE UN VECINO VIGI LE SU CASA 
MIENTRAS USTED ESTA AUSENTE. 

PARTICIPE EN LA "OPERACION 
IDENTI F ICACION". 

CONSIDERE LA UTI LlZACION 
DE SISTEMAS DE ALARMAS. 

UNAS CUANTAS 
" SUGERENCIAS MAS . .. 

NO DEJE NOTAS INDICANDO QUE USTED 
NO ESTA EN LA CAS A 0 CUANDO 
REGRESAB-A. 

HAGA QUE LOS VENDEDORES, LOS 
REPARADORES, ETC. SE IDENTIFIQUEN 
DEBIDAMENTE. 

CONOZCA LOS HABITOS DIARIOS DE 
SU VECINO Y HAGA QUE EL CONOZCA 
LOS SUYOS . 

ACCION PREVENTIVA 
TORNILLOS P 'oRA 
IMPEDIR QUE:: 
SE LEVANTEN. 
PIEZA DE MADERA 
o PASADOR PARA 
IMPEOIR EL 
DESLlZA~1IENTO. 

PUERTAS 
CORREDIZAS 

ASEGURADAS 
POR AMBOS 
LADOS. 

PUERTAS 
DEL 
GARAGE 

EVITE 
AISLAR 
LAS 
ENTRADAS 

VENTANAS 
DOBLES 

HAGA UN AGUJERO 
INCLINADO EN LOS 
MARCOS DE LA 
VENTA E INSERTE 
UN CLAVO. 

REPORTE A LA POL/CIA LAS PERSONAS 
SOSPECHOSAS Y/O CUALQUIER 
ACTIVIDAD INSOLITA. 

NO ESCONDA LAS LLAVES DE REPUESTO 
"DONDE A NADIE SE LE OCURRiRIA 
BUSCAR" 

NUNCA ENTRE A SU CASA SI OBSERVA 
EVIDENCIAS DE UN ROBO. 

Y FINALMENTE ... 

SI SE ENCUENTRA 
CON UN 
LADRo'N, DEJE 
QUE SE VAYA. 

" MAS VALE 
PERDER 
DINERO 0 
PROPIEDAD 
QUE LA VIDA. 

" 



SI NO 

1 lCERRADURAS DE SEGURIDAD 0 0 
. DE UNO 0 DOS CILINDROS? 

2 lLAS PUERTAS CON CRISTALES 0 0 
. DEBIDAMENTE ASEGURADAS? 

3. lPROTECCION CONTRA 
LEVANTAMIENTO Y 
DESLIZAMIENTO EN 
LAS PUERTAS CORREDIZAS? 

DO 
4 lPUERTAS DEL GARAGE 0 0 

. ASEGURADAS EN AMBOS LAD OS? 

5. lCLAVOS ASEGURANDO LAS 
VENTANAS DOBLES? 

6 lLUCES EXTERIORES EN LAS 
. ENTRADAS PRINCIPALES DE 

LA CASAl 

7. lCENTRAL AUTOMATICO PABA 
CONTROLAR LA ILU~INACION 
CUANDO USTED ESTA FUERA 
DE SU CASAl 

8. LVISOR DE ANGl)LO ANCHO EN 
LAS PUERTAS SOLIDAS? 

DO 
DO 

DO 
DO 

9 lLAS ENTRADAS PRINCIPALES 0 0 
. VISIBLES DESDE LA CALLE Y 

DESDE LAS CASAS DE LOS 
VECINOS? 

10. lALGUIEN QUE, RECOJA SU 0 0 
CORREO, PERIODIC09, ETC. 
CUANDO USTED ESTA FUERA 
DE LA CIUDAD? 

11. lSU NUMERO DE LlCENCIA 0 0 
GRABADO EN LAS COSAS DE 
VALOR POR MEDIO DE LA, 
OPERACION IDENTIFICACION? 

12. lSISTEMA DE ALARMA PARA 0 0 
INCENDIOS, ENTRADA~ 
FORZOSAS Y GASES TOXICOS? 

ACTUE EN LOS PUNTaS 
QUE HA MARCADO "NO" 

PARAllCE EL , 
TRIANGULO 

DEL CRIMEN 

NI EGUE LA 
OPORTUNIDAD 

TRANSLATED THROUGH THE COURTESY OF: 

LATIN AMERICANS FOR SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INC. (LASED) 

4138 West Vernor Hwy. 
Detroit, Michigan 48209 
Tel. (313) 554-2025/6 

Esta hoja informativa fue r~~l iz~da 
bajo el apoyo de la subvenclon numero 
78-CA-AX-Ol04 de la Administracion de 
Asistencia para e1 Cumplimiento de la 
Ley del Departamento de Justicia de 
los Estados Unidos. 

La informacion en la hoja es cortesla 
del Departamento de Pol iCla Esta~~l de 
Michigan a traves de una 5ubvenclon de 
la Oficina de Programas de Justicia 
Pen a 1. 
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DepartalDento de Pollcia 
de laCillidad de Detroit 

Secc:ion para la 
Prevencilon del Crimen ... 

- AYUDENOS A 

HE AQut COMO PRI£VENIR EL CRIMEN 

, 

\ 
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POLICIA DE DETROIT 

SECCION PARA 
LA PREVENCION 
DEL CRIMEN 

224-4030 

EI crimen en nuestra sociedad siempre 
ha hecho necesario que las comunidades 
y las fuerzas policlacas trabajen juntas. 
Considerelo del modo siguillnte: Cada 
vez que su acGion personal en la preven
cion del crimen elimina la necesidad de 
que la policla investigue cosas como .. _ 

una cortadora de cesped robada de 
garage abierto 

un robo en una casa con cerraduras 
defectu osas 

una bolsa robada dejada en el mostra
dor de una tienda 

! _ .. usted nos ayuda a poner mas aten
cion a criminales conocidos y a crlmenes 
que estan en progreso. Haciendo usted 10 
mas que pueda para protegerse y proteger 
su propiedad usted nos ayuda a trabajar 
mejor en su proteccion. Los agentes de 
policla para la prevencion del crimen del 
Departamento de Policla de Detroit estan 
listos para contestar sus preguntas acerca 
de los problemas mayores de crimen en 
su vecindad. Le diremos las mejores 
maneras para evitar que se convierta en 
una vlctima. 

En este folleto hemos hecho una Iista 
de los servicios que ofrecemos. Estos 
servicios no tienen ningun costo - sus 
impuestos ya han pagado por estas 
ayudas. 

Una meta principal que tenemos es la 
de organizar sistemas de "Neighborhood 
Watch" (Vigilancia del Vecindario) a 
traves de todD Detroit. Y usted actlia 
como "los ojos y oldos del departamento 
de polir:ia". y podemos aumentar las 
probabilidades de detener crimenes que 
se estan cometiendo y de capturar a los 
criminales cerca de la escena de un 
crimen. 

RECUERDE: Usted puedeservictima 
de un crimen. CUALUUIER PERSONA 
es una posible victima. Pero usted puede 
aumentar las posibilidades en su favor. 
Le ensenaremos como. 

Estamos esperando por su Hamada 
ahora mismo en la seccion de prevencion 
del crimen en el Departamento de Policia 
de Detroit. Marque el 224-4030. 

, 
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Oportunidad 

Nuestro mensaje es para personas de buena 
voluntad y responsables ... se trata de 
protegerlo a usted contra aquellas personas que 
se aprovechan de usted 0 que abusan de usted y 
la hacen vlctima de sus deseos egofstas. 

Nosotros ... su pol ida •.• trataremos de 
estar entre usted y el criminal. Pero usted tiene 
que entender el significado del "triangulo del 
crimen" ya que solamente usted puede romper 
este trhingulo vicioso. 

Examine el triangulo. EI primer elemento 
que se necesita para que ocurra un crimen es, 
por supuesto, el deseo criminal. EI criminal 
selecciona la victim a y entonces espera la 0POI' 
tunidad para actuar ••. para hacerlo a usted una 
estadlstica del crimen. 

Usted puede rGmper este triangulo. Usted no 
puede controlar el deseo de un criminal para 
que no cometa un crimen •.• pero usted puede 
negar la oportunidad para que un crimen no 
ocurra. Y en realidad, usted es el unico que 
puede negar la oportunidad. 

Llame a la seccion para la prevencion del 
crimen de la policla de Detroit al telelono 
2244030 para obtener la informacion por la 
que usted ha pagado. 

REDUZCA LAS POSIBILIDADES DE 
QUE LE ROBEN, LO ATAQUEN, 0 DE 
QUE SE COMETA ALGUNA VIOLACION 
EN CONTRA DE USTED, DE SUS 
~ARIENTES 0 DE SUS VECINOS. 
UNASE A LA "VIGILANCIA DEL 
VECINDARIO". 

Grupos de la "vigi/ancia del vecin
dario" actuan como "los ojos y oldos" 
del departamento de policla. Esta organ
izacion de vecinos que viven en la misma 
cuadra aumentara colectivamente su 
seguridad. Capitanes que son designados 
ofir.ialmente para la Vigilancia del 
Vecindario reciben un numero en clave 
de identificacion (de cifra) para identi
ficarse cuando esten reportando una 
actividad sospechosa 0 un cri men en 
progreso. La poJicfa se asegura de que 
una Hamada es leg/tima cuando se recibe 
de un representante entrenado en la 
VigiJancia del Vecindario. 

Si us ted vive en un apartamento, Ie 
ensenaremos como comenzar un pro
grama semejante - Vigilancia de 
A partamentos. 

Pldanos que hagamos una presenta
cion de la "Vigilancia del Vecindario" 
en su area. Como parte del progra ma, 
usted vera una pellcula 0 una proyeccion 
de transparencias acerca de la prevencion 
del crimen. EI agente poJiclaco para esta 
prevencion del crimen que bablanl con 
usted adaptara su presentacion a los 
problemas del crimen especlficos en su 
area. 

\ 

Si es soJicitado, tambien demostra
remos estos programas a diferentes 
negocios, agencias, grupos de iglesias, y 
a otras agencias interesadas. 

ALJMENTE LAS PROBABILIDADES DE QUE LA PROPIEDAD ROBADA LE SEA DEVUELTA. 
PARTICIPE EN LA "OPERACION IDENTIFICACION". 

Muchas veces cuando la policla recupera mercanci'a robada, los ciudadanos no pueden identi
ficar su propiedad debidamente "Operacion Identificacion" es una respuesta a este problema. 

Y trabaja aSI; Usted toma prestado un grabador de su precinto de po/icfa local 0 de una mini
estacion. En su casa, use el grabador para marcar (0 grabar) el numero de su licencia de manejar en 
todas sus cosas de valor. Mantenga Una lista de los numeros de serie de cada articulo marcado. 
Despues, si confiscamos propiedad robada, sabremos si la propiedad Ie pertenece a usted. 

Le daremos etiquetas 0 marbetes de "Operacion Identificacion". Los ladrones tienen menos 
deseos de robar art/culos marcados porque estos son mas diflciles de "vender" 0 de "traficar". 

lSABE USTED CUALES SON LAS MEJORES CERRADURAS? VISITE NUESTRA CAMIONETA 
DE PREVENCION DEL CRIMEN. 

Exhibiciones de varios tipos de cerraduras recomendadas que usted puede inspeccionar forman 
parte del equipo que usted encuentra en la vagoneta de prevencion del crimen del departamento 
de policla de Detroit. Tambien hay una exhibicion de otras medidas de seguridad y de iluminacion. 
La vagoneta, que mide 27 pies (aproximadamente 8 metros) puede sentar 10 personas para ver 
programas de transparencias sobre la prevencion del crimen. 

HAGA QUE LA ENTRADA DE UN CRIMINAL A SU HOGAR SEA DIFICIL. PIDA QUE 
HAGAMOS UNA INSPECCION DE SEGURIDAD. 

lVale su seguridad media hora de su tiempo? No nos tomamos mas de ese tiempo para inspec
Citrflar 5U casa, apartamento 0 negocio. Si encontramos que un criminal puede entrar en su casa 
facilmente, Ie ense'naremos donde es que esta la debiJidad de sus puertas, donde estan las cerraduras 
defectuosas 0 donde existen debilidades para su seguridad. 

Tambien ofrecemos este servicio a negocios pequenos, iglesias, agencias u organizaciones que 
tienen oficinas en edificios comerciales. Examinaremos la seguridad flsica del edificio. Tambien 
evaluaremos sus metodos de manejar su dinero y a los visitantes para asegurarnos de que no esta 
invitando el crimen. 

-
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0 LLAME AL PRECINTO DE LA POL/CIA EN -<t EL QUE USTED VIVE Y PREGUNTE POR t..) -:::; EL AGENTE DE PREVENCION DEL CRIMEN 
CD ,=> i 

it c.. SECCION DE LA /: 
z 
'0 PREVENCION DEL CRIMEN ..... 224-4030 

I, 

C3 
i 

<t PRECINTO #2 ............... 224-4020 

I' U ::;: 
c:: PRECINTO #4 ............... 224-4040 0 
u. PRECINTO #5 ............... 224-4050 ~ 
w PRECINTO #6 ............... 224-4060 I 
Cl 

0 PRECINTO #7 ............... 224-4070 !: 
I-

r 
z PRECINTO #10 .............. 224-4100 w 
::;: 
<t PRECINTO #11 .............. 224-4110 
l-

I 

c:: PRECINTO #12 .............. 224-4120 
/' <t c.. PRECINTO #13 .............. 224-4130 w 

Cl 
PRECINTO #14 .............. 224-4140 ! -l 

w 
PRECINTO #15 .............. 224-4150 c:: 

I, 

0 PRECINTO #16 .............. 224-4160 [, c.. 
0 
Cl 
<t 

If III c:: 
<t MARQUE EL 911 c.. 
w 
c:: I 
c.. PARA EMERGENCIAS l-CON LA pOllcfA I 

i ft I 

I 
TRANSLATED THROUGH THE COURTESY OF: I 0 LATIN AMERICANS FOR SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. INC. (LASED) 

I 
r 

4138 West Vernor Hwy. 1 a. Detroit, Michigan 48209 
Tel. (313) 554-2025/6 
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! ESTA HOJA INFORMATIVA FUE REALIZADA III BAJO EL APOYO DE LA SUBVENCION NUMERO 
7B·CA-AX-0104 DE LA ADMINISTRACION DE 

j' 
ASISTENCIA PARA EL CUMPLIMIErJTO DE LA i it I 

LEY DEL DEPARTAMENTO DE JUSTICIA DE LOS 
J 

ESTADOS UNIDOS. I 
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DESCRIPCION DEL SOSPECHOSO 

SEXO RAZA 

CABELLO/PELO EN LA CARA 

LENTES (tipo) 

TATUAJES 

TEZ (coior de la piel) 

CICATRIZES/MARCAS 

QUEDESE EN EL 
TELEFONO ••• 

MARCA DEL AUTOMOVIL, 
MOD COLOR 

NUMERO DE 
LlCENCIA 

PESO TIPO DEARMA 

SOMBRERO (color, tipo) 

CORBATA 

ABRIGO 

CAMISA 

PANTALONES/ZAPATOS 

NO CUElGUE! 

DIRECCION 0 
RUTA DEL ESCAPE 

LA HORA DE 
LA PARTIDA 

ASPECTO FACIAL 

Mejillas (lien as 
o sumidas) 

Bigole 
o Barba 

La forma <:Ie 
las cejas 

La forma y el 
tamano del oido 

Hendiduras de la 
barbilla 

La lextura 
del cabello 

La boca y 
los labios 

EI cuello y la 
manzana de Adan 

ESCRIBA DETALLES ESPEclFICOS DE 
LA CARASOLAMENTE LOS QUE 
USTED RECUERDA 

(.QUE DIJO EL SOSPECHOSO? 
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OTROS DETALLES 
1. COMPLICES: (numero, descripcion) 

2. METODO DE OPERACION: 

3. ARTfcULOS ROBADOS: 
(mercancfa, dinero) 

TESTIGOS 

1 NOMBRE 

DIRECCION 

TELEFONO 

2 NOMBRE 

DIRECCION 

TELEFONO 

3 NOMBRE 

DIRECCION 

TELEFONO 

PARALICE EL 
~ 

TRIANGULO 
DEL CRIMEN 

NIEGUE LA 
OPORTUNIDAD 

a 
TRANSLATED THROUGH THE COURTESY OF: 

LATIN AMERICANS FOR SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INC. (LASED) 
4138 West Vernor Hwy. 
Detroit, Michigan 48209 
Tel. (313) 554-2025/6 

Esta hoja informativa fU8 realizada bajo el apoyo 
de la subvencion numero 78-CA-AX-0104 de la 
Administracion de Asistencia para 01 Cumpli
miento de la Ley del Departamento de Justicia 
de los Estados Unidos. 

La informacion en la hOja es cortesla del Departa
mento de Policfa Estatal de Michigan a traves 
de una subvencion de la Oficina de Programas 
de Justicia Penal. 
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NO DEJE SUS COSAS DE VALOR 
DONDE PUEDAN TENTAR A 

~ " ALGUN LADRON. 

MANTENGA SU HOGAR , . 
SEGURO. CUIDESE DE. 
PERSONAS DESCONOCIDAS. 

NO SEA 
V·ICTIMA 

CUIDE A SUS HIJOS. 
NUNCA LES PERMtTA QUE 
JUEGUEN tN LUGARES 
PUBL.I COS SOL ITAR lOS. 

to. .",t 

to' .'.: 
~ .. ~ ~ 

SEA CAUTELOSO 
EN LA CALLE. 
CIERRE SU AUTO 

-",,=,.LUANDO MANEJE. 

APOYE LOS ESFUERZOS 
PARA IMPLEMENTAR 
LA LEY EN SU 
COMUNIDAD. 

" , . 
. . ' . , 

SEA,: UN 
BUEN' 

VECINO": 
... 

. ; 
.~ ... ~'" 
~. 

'~:, .. 

CUIDE LAS CASAS 
DE SUS VEC I,NOS or. 
CUANDO ,ESTEN : .r 
AUSENTES. . 

# 

APOYE LA PARTI~IPACION 
DE LA COMUNIDAD ... 
LA UNIDAD COMUNIIA~14 
PUEDE REFRENA~.' ~ 
EL CRIMEN .. \ ' 

". 
UNASE A,SUS VECINOS 
PARA PREVENIR 
SITUACIONES QUE 
AMENACEN LA PAZ Y 
SEGURIDAD DE LA 
COMUNiDAD. 

--~---~--

I NFORME A 
LA POll C rA 
ACT( V I DADES 
ILEGALES 0 
SOSPECHOSAS . 

I' 

DE TODA LA 
" I NFORMAC ION' 

QUE USTED.· 
SEPA A LOS 
INVESTIGADORES. 

" 

~. :!'. r 
f' \ ". /I...j 

\~~. -/',j" ," ',' 

TESTIFIQUE 
'iEN CORTE 'SI 

USTED HA 
PRESENCIADO 

",-UN CRIMEN. 

------~-----
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iEI ciudadano 

responsable es 

el peor enemigo 

del criminal I 

Sea parte de 

10 solucion ... 

no sea po rte 

de I p rob 1 e m a · 

i 

\ 
\ 
I 
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Muy agradecidos a la seccion de 
Prevenir el Crimen, del Departa
mento de policia de Detroit por 
su ayuda. 
/ Este proyecto es posible a causa 
de un programa Federal de la 
Oficina del Estado de Michigan, 
Programas de Justicia Criminal 
(LEAA), bajo el mando del Acto 
de Control de Crimen, de 1976. 
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anle~ de 
un 1'(J~Oee dlJ~putf~ '-\ 

NO SE RESISTA ... \ 

TENGA BUENA 
OBEDEZCA dlJll'lI~tI: I LUMINACION 

ADENTRO Y INSTRUCCIONES. 

AFUERA. 
LLAME A LA 
POLlcfA Y DELE 

PONGA EN ACCION 
TODA LA 
INFORMACION. MANTENGA ALARMAS, ETC., 

UNA BUENA SOLAMENTE SI ESTO 
VISIBILIDAD. NO PONE EN PELIGRO 

A NADIE. 

PROTEJA EL LUGAR 
DONDE SE COMETIO EL 

DELE AL 
CRIMEN (LA ESCENA 

MANTENGA TODAS DEL CRIMEN). NO 
LAS PUERTAS ASAL T ANTE LO TOQUE LA EVIDENCIA. 
TRASERAS CERRADAS. QUE ESTE 
INSPECCIONE LOS PIDIENDO Y 
BANOS ANTES DE NADA MAS. 
CERRAR. 

duranle RETENGA A LOS 
TEST/GOS. INSISTA 

lin 'O~IJ: EN QUE PERMANEZCAN 
SI ES NECESARIO. 

NO ADMITA A 
NINGUN CLiENTE OBSERVE AL ASALTANTE 

DESPUES DE CUIDADOSA MENTE -

HABER CERRADO. NOTE ALGUNAS 
CARACTERfsTICAS 
QUE LO PUEDAN ESCRIBA TODOS LOS 
IDENTIFICAR. ESTIME DETALLES ACERCA 
LA ALTURA DEL DEL CRIMEN ... PERO 
ASAL TANTE DESDE UN NO COMPARE SUS 

ANUNCIE SUS MEDIDAS PUNTO EN EL MARCO NOTAS CON OTRAS 
DE SECURIDAD Y LA DE LA PUERTA. PERSONAS. 
POLITICA DE M.4NEJAR 
EL DINERO EN TRATE DE OBTENER LA 
EFECTIVO. Me-RCA, EL ~ODELO, EL 

ANO Y EL I\JUMERO DE 
PREPARESE PARA LlCENCIA DEL i\UTO 

FUGITIVO. ACUSAR Y 
TESTI FICAR EN 

DELE INSTRUCCIONES EN CORTE. 
DE SEGURIDAD 
A TODOS SUS DETERMINE LA HORA 
EMPLEADOS. EXACTA Y LA 

DI RECCiON DE LA FUGA. 
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• 
p'IICaqCIDOII~ 

CDOt,,,, III 'fI~fI ..• 
SI NO 

1. lREEMPLAZA USTED LAS LUCES D 0 
FUNDIDAS, ETC. INMEDIATAMENTE? 

2. lESTA ALGUIEN CON USTED A LA 
HORA DE ABRIR V CERRAR? 

3. lHA OBTENIDO USTED UNA LlSTA 
DE IDENTIFICACION DE 
ASALTANTES CON SU PRECINTO 
DE POLICIA LOCAL? 

DO 

DO 

4. lHACE USTED DEPOSITOS EN EL 0 0 
BANCO AL MEDIODIA PARA EVITAR 
QUE SE ACUMULE UNA CANTIDAD 
GRANDE DE DINERO? 

5. LTIENE USTED UN PAQUETE DE 0 0 
"DINERO DE SENUELO" PARA DAR 
A ALGUN ASALTANTE? 

iACTUE EN LOS ARTfcULOS 
MARCADOS "NO"! 

•••••••••••••• 
ARMADG ... 

INMADURO ... 
INPACIENTE ... 

'0 O'~'i'~/~~· .. "~N ASAL TANTE. • 
.~ ES UN L 

• ~ COMBINACION ~ 
'~ EXPLOSIVA~. 

o ~!~,~~ .. 
• • III 

PARALICE EL , 
TRIANGULO 

DEL CRIMEN 

NIEGUE LA 
OPORTUNIDAD 

CORTESIA DEL DEPARTAMENTO DE POL/CIA 
DE DETROIT SECCION PARA LA PREVENCION 

DEL CRIMEN 

TRANSLATED THROUGH THE COURTESY OF: 

a 
LATIN AMERICANs FOR SOCiAL AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INC. (LASED) 
4138 West Vernor Hwy. 
Detroit, Michigan 48209. 
Tel. (313) 554-2025/6 

ESTA HOJA INFORMATIVA FUE REALIZADA 
BAJO EL APOVO DE LA SUBVENCION NUMERO 
78-CA-AX-0104 DE LA ADMINISTRACION DE 
ASISTENCIA PARA EL CUMPLIMIENTO DE LA 
LEV DEL DEPARTAMENTO DE JUSTICIA DE LOS 
ESTADOS UNiDOS. 
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ESPERE POR SU 
TRANSPORTE EN 
AREAS BIEN 
ILUMINADAS. 

EVITE LAS ZONAS 
OSCURAS, SOL 1-
TARIAS 0 DE 
ALTA CRIMINA
L! DAD. 

SEGURIDAD 
EN LAS 
CALLES 

NO LE P!DA A 
DESCONOCIDOS QUE 
LA LLEVEN EN SU 
AUTOMOVIL. 

51 ALGUIEN LA .. 
ESTA MOLESTANDO 
BUSQUE REFUGIO 
EN UNA TIENDA 0 
RESIDENCIA 
PRIVADA. 

EL GRITAR PUEDE .A 
ATRAER LA ATENCIO~~~ .. Jr ~ 
Y ASUSTAR AL '( If{ , " (#' ( ~ 
ASALTANTE. \.r.A ~;J 

. -..:;;, 

HAGA QUE OTRAS 
PERSONAS LE 
ACOMPAf:JEN A SU 
AUTOMOVIL. 

TENGA LA !LLAVE 
EN SU MANO. 

f:j REG ISTRE LA 
li~ PARTE DE 

I ATRAS DEL 
AUTO. 

SEGUR/DAD 
EN SU 

AUTOMOVIL 
C I ERRE CON 
LLAVE LAS PUERTAS 
Y SUBA LOS 
CRI STALES. 

~ - ... ~ NO LLEVE A :_~ . NINGUN DESC~NO-
- ~ CIDO A NINGUN 

LUGAR. 

• 

~~
T"" TENGA BUENAS 

, I,~\\;'II -' CERRADURAS 

:;': !"'" d) EN TODAS 
"- ;'I~.'~ __ \~~ ;~~ LAS ENTRADAS. 
OI:'1~'~ 

.,I~\ 
~ .' r [., 

SEGURIDAD 
EN SU 
HDGAR 

NO HAGA SABER 
QUE USTED VIVE 

SOLA/D. 

HAGA QUE LOS QUE 
LLAMAN A LA 
PUERTA SE JDENTI-
F IQUEN DEB I DAMENTE. 

"{GARCIA I, ~EZJ 
-_. -.. -

.. I • 

, 
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"D~ rMt a~ 4e~1 
No hay normas ideales para cad a situaci6n. C~d.a 
asalto sexual es diferente. Solo usted puede decldlr 
cual puede funcionar mejor. Un revolver u o~ra ar~: 

P
uede facilmente usarse contra vd. Y adem as pue 

E· ortante que coopere 
ser ilegal tener el arma. simp ·d d 
con el asaltante mientras busca una o~ortunl a,. 

ara escapar 0 para incapaci~arlo, especlalme~~e .1 
P d por medio Esto requiere habilidad, 
hay un arm a e . ·d d EI 
pero puede hacerse si usted mantie~e, se:enl a . d. 
simular un desmayo, 0 un ataque eplleptlco, 0 pe Ir 

I d · usar el ba'no y entonces escapar, son 
que e eJe f d· su 
ejemplos de tactic as para burlar y.con un Ir acon 
asaltante. Si estas alternativas no eXlsten, luche elee 

· ., de ·Incapacitar a su asaltante. No p la IntenClon . 
. mente sino que golpee directamente a los OJos 

clega , . prender 
y a la ingle. La accion debe incapacltar 0 sor 

al asaltante, permitiendole a usted escapar. E USTED 
(SU DEFENSA PERSONAL DEPENDE D 
Y SOLO VO. PUEOE OECIOIR QUE ALTERNA-

TIVA VA A USAR.) 

1)~ de ~ ~ 4ex«at1 
• Concentrese en la identidad de su asaltante ... 

apariencia, altura, peso, etc. , 
• Informe inmediatamente a la policia del ataque. 

• No se bane 0 de ducha. , 
No tire a la basura ni la~e la ropa que este, u.~ando. 

• Cualquier evidencia fisica puede ser uti para 
aprehender Y enjuiciar al asaltante. . 

un examen medico general V uno ~\ne-
• ~~~~9ico interno tan pronto como sea poslbl~. 

I f a su medico de todos los hechos precl-
• s~:;~: como se cometieron en contra de usted. 
• Los restos de semen deben ser tomados por el 

medico. 
• EI medico debe notar los golpes y heridas. 
• Compruebe si ha sido contagiada por una enfer

medad venerea 0 si esta embarazada. 
O. la pdlicfa todos los detalles del asalto, 10 

• Igad~· el asaltante Y como 10 dijo. Eso puede que IjO . .. . t 
lIevar a su arresto y enjulclaml€m o. 

PARAllCE EL 
TRIANGUlO 

DEL CRIMEN 

LA NI EGUE 
OPORTUNIDAD 

TRANSLATED THROUGH THE COURTESY OF: 

LATIN AMERICANS FOR SOCIAL ANO 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INC. (LASED) 

4138 West Vernor Hwy. 
Oetroit, Michigan 48209 
Tel. (313) 554-2025/6 

Esta hoja informativa fue r:~liz~da 
ba·o el apoyo de la subve~clon ~~mero 
78:CA-AX-0104 de la Adminlstraclon de 
Asistencia para el Cumplimie~t? de la 
Ley del Departamento de Justlcla de 
los Estados Unidos. 

La informacion en la hoja es cortest~ 
del Departamento de policta Esta~~l e 
Michigan a traves de una subven:l?n de 
la Oficina de Programas de Justlcla 
Penal. 
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The Exchange ~ry138 

Activities &. Issues Affecting Detroit-area Neighborhoods 
VOLUME 3, NUMBER 24 DECEMBER 15, .1980 

NEIGHBORHOOD CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

December 17 - Accounting Aid Society workshops on "Payroll Accounting" (9 a.m. -
noon) and "Cost Allocation" (1 - 4 p.m.), 232 West Grand River
Suite 1400, 961-1840. 

December 18 - City Council in recess until January 5. 

January 8 - City Council public hearing on proposed citizens tax Board of 
Review, 10:30·a.m.,·13th Floor, City-County Building, 224-3266. 

January 14 - Accounting Aid Socie.ty workshop on "Accounting for Multiple Sources 
of Income, 1 - 4 p.m., 232 West Grand River - Suite 1400, 961-1840. 

HEARING SET ~ JANUARY ! .Q!! BOARD .Q! REVIEW PROPOSAL 

City Council has scheduled a public hearing for Thursday, January 8, at 10:30 
on a proposed ordinance which would remove from the Council the responsibility of 
sitting as the City's property tax assesslllent Board of Revj.ew. The hearing will be 
held in the Council's chambers on the 13th Floor of the City-County Building. 

a.m. 

According to the notice published in the December 12 issue of the Detroit Legal 
News, if the ordinance is adopted, the Council would appoint anine-membar citizens 
i30'8Xd of Review ... to rev.few the annual property assessment rolls, hear taxpayers' 
appeals, and correct, revise, and/or amend the rolls as necessary. 

The members of the Board would be selected on the bases of their knowledge of and 
familiarity with real estate property values, assessment practices, and taxation. Only 
City residents could be appointed to the Board, and membership would include, as far 
as possible, persons from different professions and occupations representing a cross
section of the community. Ownership of property is not a requirement for appointment 
to the Board. City officials and employees would notlbe·eligib1e to serve. Each Board 
member would be appointed for a three-year term:, and terms would be s1!aggered so that 
only three positions would be filled each year. Board members would be paid on a per 
diem basis, an amount to be determined by the Council. 

Several questions are being raised by leaders of neighborhood groups which have 
been concerned about-review pr.ocess: 

* Will the Board of Review become like the Board of Zoning App'eals, which 
has been frequently criticized for its lack of sensitivity to neighborhood 
groups? Councilman Billy Roge11, an opponent of the ordinance, feels that 
citizens want to deal with accountable officials, not anonymous appOintees 
whe.n they come to the Board of Rev:i:ew;. 

(con tinued on nmtt page) 

~ The Exchange is published twice monthly by the Neighborhood Information Exchange, a non-profit, tax-exempt association of Detroit's many 
'~< neighborhood groups. The purpose of NIE is to promote communication among the city's neighborhood associations and to provide them 

with Information on the activities anc! issues affecting their programs. 

This project is supported in part by Grant No. 78-CA-AX-0104, awarded to the Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers, Inc. by the U.S. Justice Depart
ment, Law Enforcel1lent ASSistance Administration. Points of view or opinions stated in The Exchange are those of NIE and do not necessarily 
represent the official pOSition of the U.S_ Justice Department. . 

Subscription Rate-$15 annually. The Neighborhood Information Exchange, 742 v~-;;st McNichols Road, Detroit, Michigan 48203, (313) 861-3024. 
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* Where will the Council find nin.e persons who will have the ·'time to serve on 
the Board? The Board must meet beginning in early March 'and "continue in session 
for as many days ••• as may be necessary" to hear all appeals. In 1980, approxi
mately 6,000 appeals were heard, requiring the Council to sit as the Board of 
Review for several weeks of almost non-stop hearings. Because of the high number 
of appeals, the Council heard many cases in g:t'oups, a practice which was subse
quently declared illegal by state tax officials. Although the City's chief 
appraiser of residential property has told the Council that assessments will 
not rise sharply in 1981, it is not likely that there will be a drastic reduc
tion in appeals. 

As with any public hearing, persons who wish to address the Council on this matter 
should obtain a registration card upon entering the meeting room. Persons are called in 
the order in which the cards are turned in. 

Copies of the proposed ordinance can be obtain from the City Clerk's office, 1304 
City-County Building. 

Additional information on the progress of the suit filed earlier this year by 
the Neighborhood Taxpayers Alliance challenging the 1980 assessments can be obtained 
by contacting the Indian Village Association at 821-9165. 

COALITION CRITICIZES REDLINING REPORT 

In a pr~ss conference on December 8, Detroit City Council President Erma Henderson, 
chairperson of the Statewide Coalition on Redlining, criticized a report on mortgage 
redlining recently released by the Michigan Financial Institutions Bureau. 

Although the Coalition is preparing legal challenges against Standard Federal 
Savings and Loan and First Federal Savings and Loan based on information in the report, 
Mrs. Henderson pOinted out that the report was poorly prepared, difficult for most 
neighborhood organizations and consumers to un~erstand or interpret, and is incomplete. 
She noted that the report.contained no information on the reasons given for the denial 
of loan applications by financial institutions. The report contains many errors, she 
said, and is very late in being issued. 

Ji:llay in publication of the report may make court action against a lender for an 
allegi.~d violation of Eublic Act 135 (of 1977) impossible since the statute does not 
permit acti.on to be initiated more than two years after an alleged violation occurs. 
That law prohibits discrimination oy lenders based on the location of the; property 
and requires lenders to disclose annually where all of their mortgage, home improve
ment, and multi~family loans are made. 

Although lenders were required to disclose the location of loan denials and the 
reasons given for those denials, the FIB report contains no listing or analysis of 
these reasons, information that is critical to a complete understanding of Michigan's 
lending practices. 

The Coalition notes that the report was to be used by neighborhood residents who 
wished to understand better the investment patterns in their community but is so 
cumbersome and inconsistent that it is discouraging to any but the most experienced 
researchers. 

For additional information on the FIB report, contact the Statewide Co.a1ition on 
Redlining at 224-4510 or the Michigan Housing Coalition at 963-2200. 

(( 
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!Q! OPENINGS !Q~ ·NEIGHBOm~· ACTIVISTS 

It may be difficult to b Ii 
the December 14 editions of e eve, but the follow:ing job openings were published in 

th~ Detroit ~ and ~roiE. ~ Press: 

Communitz Organizer Ch 11 ° 

in commW;ity self determi:at~~~1~~ !~~~t~n f~r dedicated ~ndividual who believes 
in Social Work with strong back ro d a etroit based agency. Minimum B.A. 
development skills. Minimum of ~ un ill community organizing and leadership 
training and working with neighb~hye~rs ~perience in community leadership 
Starting salary range $10,250 _ $13o~00anl community organizations needed .... 
fications and experience. Send re' ~ ~s excellent benefits based on qua1i-
Attention: Roger Playwin. . sume to. 05 Michigan Avenue, DetrOit 48226. 

Executive Director - Neighborhood Hou i 
accepting applications for an Execut s ngoServices of Detroit is presently 
execution of the Neighborhood Housi iV; D1~ector who will be responsible for the 
The position requires expertise in ~g erv ces in a designated area of Detroit. 
grams, finanCing, coordinating the a~~i:~~:!s~~at~on of home rehabilitation pro-
lenders, staff supervision, report writi' t e community, ~overnment, and 
Candidates should demons.trate a r ng. program planning, and budgeting. 
results. Salary based on skills ~n~ven ab~lity tolrelate to people and to produce 
by JanuarY 15 to: Detroit NeighbOrho:p:r1e:e. sPease submit resume and references 
Road (48221). ous g ervices, Inc., 2405 West McNi~hols 

Rehabilitation Specialisr - Re sonsibl f 
estimating, bidding and-monit~r. j ~ or preparing detailed work specifications, 
construction, cost ~stimating S;:~if~ s~iExperience and knowledge in building 
Submit resume and reference ' ca ~n writing and community relations. 
2405 West McNichols Road (4;2~~).Detroit Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc., 

Rehabilitation Specialist - Pontiac Neighborhood Housin . 
borhood based nonprofit revi~a1izat. g Services, Inc., a neigh-
with skills in home rehabili~ation 10n progr~ seeks a Rehabiliation SpeCialist 
building code enforcement. Startin' ~~~~ es~~ating, construction inspection, and 
age. Experience and residency requ~r d ~ d ,000 plus good fringe benefit pack
Housing Services Inc 132 Fr klo e

Ro
• den resume to: Pontiac Neighborhood 

,., an 10. a, Pontiac 48053. 

!!: ~ ~ A GOOD YEAR! ---
All things considered 1980 h 

EXchaD.ge. ,as been a goodyear for the Neighborhood Information 

A brief look at NIE' d h s recor t. is past year shows the fol1ow4 ng ... achievements: 

* The Exchan~e was publi~h d twi 
225 neighb~hood organiz:tionscec~m:~~~~y~gd ci~culatedd to approximately 
duals The 1 tt ' enc es, an concerned indivi-
C • news e er tracked the progress of the 1980-81 and 1981 82 
ommunity Development EntOtl t -

Neighborhood Opportunity ~~~ G~an~ program and the 1979-80 and 1980-81 
borhood Assistance and paOl.'ticipat: x~ ange reported on .Michigan's Neigh-
legislaturealld as th D 10n rogram as it moved through the 

NAPPi (Hopefully in 1;82e~:~~~~1~fb;a~~~g:~:~1~~~dt~: ~!:~a!h)t~~~ern 
news etter included reports on the moratorium on the sale of Hun·homes s 

(continued on next page) 

... 
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b he U S Senate Subcommittee on Oversight 
and on the report issued ~: EXc~ge also maintained a calendar of a 
~!r~~~;~e:~i~~~::~~:~ent and advocacy opportunities of importance to 
neighborhood groups. 

* NIE launched its telephone hotline in January to 
and to reach more neighborhood organizations and 
Approximately 150 calls are logged each month on 

supplement the newsletter 
community leaders. 
the hotline. 

. I the National Bank of Detroit, and * NIE worked with New D~tro~~. t~~~'to conduct the first Neighborhood Leader-Neighborhood Service rgan za . 
ship Conference in April. 

. J:'ole in organizing the Detroit Technical 
* NIAsEih~:n~:~e~;:;~n~Oah:~~o~eighbOrhOod groups improve their organizing, 

. s s I i kiP leadership, and problem-so v ng s.s. 

O i t' n the Community Resource * NIE - along with Neighborhood.serviche organizaat~i~n' and the LaSalle College 
i C ter Cathol~c Yout rgan z , h 

and Ass stance en, participated in the public hearings whic 
Park Improvement Association - - the Neighborhood Assistance and helped to shape the rules that govern _ 
Participation Program. 

NIE was presented on October 30 with a . 
on November 20 with a similar resolut~on 

In recognition of its accomplishments 
testimonial resolution from City Council and 
from the Board of Police Commissioners. 

tivity would have been impossible without the cooperation and 
Most of this ac members of the NIE network. Special thanks is owed to: assistance of several 

* The Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers a~d its C~!:l!~~:~n,:!o~o P~~;~c~~ 
which made it possible for NIEhto irov~d:ei:~forded to receive it and to many groups which could net ot erw se la 

establish the telephone hotline 

Ma Mahaffey whose office was * City ~ouncil preSid:ntbP~OjTem NIEr!~tor neighborhood-related activities espec~ally helpfu ~ .e p ng 
at the Council 

. io and the staff of its Neighborhood * Neighborhood Service organ~za~ n h. h has been particularly supportive Organizing and Development Un t, w ~c 
of NIB for the past three years. 

*
' ,I -- \ 
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The Exchange 
Activities & Issues AffectiD_g Detroit-area Neighborhoods 

VOLUME 3, NUMBER 24 
DECEMBER 15, 1980 

NEIGHBORHOOD CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

December 17 - Accounting Aid Society workshops on "Payroll Accounting" (9 a.m. _ 
noon) and "Cost Allocation" (1 - 4 p.m.), 232 West Grand River
Suite 1400, 961-1840. 

December 18 - City Council in recess until January 5. 

Jmluary 8 - City Council public hearing on proposed citizens tax Board of 
ReView, 10:30 a.m., 13th Floor, City-County BUilding, 224-3266. 

January 14 - Accounting Aid Society workshop on "Accounting for Multiple Sources 
of Income, 1 - 4 p.m., 232 ~'lest Grand River - Suite 1400, 961-1840. 

HEARING SET FOR JANUARY 8 ON BOARD OF REVIEW PROPOSAL ------ -
City Council has scheduled a public hearing for Thursday, January 8, at 10:30 a.m. 

on a proposed ordinance t\'hich would remove from the Council the responsibility of 
Sitting as the City's property tax assessment Board of Review. The hearing will be 
held in the Council's chambers on the 13th Floor of the City-Count? Building. 

According to the notice published in the December 12 issue of the Detroit Legal 
News, if the ordinance is adopted, the Council would appoint anine-member citizens 
BOard of Review.to review the annual property assessment rolls, hear taxpayers' 
appeals" and correct, reVise, and/or amend the rolls as necessary. 

The members of the Board would be selected on. the bases of their knowledge of and 
familiarity with real estate property values, assessment practices, and taxation. Only 
City residents could be appointed to the Board, and membership would include, as far 
as possible, persons from different professions and occupations representing a cross
section of the community. Ownership of property is not a requirement for appointment 
to the Board. City officials and employees would no~eligible to serve. Each Board 
member would be appointed for a three-year term, and terms would be snaggered so that 
only three positions would be filled each year. Board members would be paid on a per 
diem basis, an amount to be determined by the Council. 

Several questions are being raised by leaders of neighborhood groups which have 
been conce~ned about ,review process: 

* Will the Board of ReView become like the Board of Zoning Appeals, which 
has been frequently crit.icized for its lack of sensitivity to neighborhood 
groups? Councilman Billy Rog~11: gn QPponent of the ordinance, feels that 
citizens want to deal with accountable offiCials, not anonymous appointees 
when they come to the Board of Rev:i:ew • 

(continued on next page) 
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* Where will the Council find nine persons who will have the time to serve on 
the Board? The Board must meet beginning in early March 'and "continue in session 
for as many days ••• as may be necessary" to hear all appeals. In 1980, approxi
mately 6,000 appeals were heard, requiring the Council to sit as the Board of 
Review for several weeks of almost non-stop hearings. Because of the high number 
of appeals the Council heard many cases in groups, a practice which was subse
quently de~lared illegal by state tax officials. Although the City's chief 
appraiser of residential property has told the Council that assessments will 
not rise sharply in 1981, it is not likely that there will be a drastic reduc
tion in appeals. 

As with any public hearing, persons who wish to address the Council on this matter 
should obtain a registration card upon entering the meeting room. Persons are called in 
th~ order in which the cards are turned in. 

Copies of the proposed ordinance can be obtain from the City Clerk's office, 1304 
City-County Building. 

Additional information on the progress of the suit filed earlier this year by 
the Neighborhood Taxpayers Alliance challengulg the 1980 assessments can be obtained 
by contacting the Indian Village Association at 821-9165. 

COALITION CRITICIZE~ REDLINING REPORT 

In a pr~ss conference on December 8, Detroit City Council President Erma Henderson, 
chairperson of the Statewide Coal.ition on Red1ining, , criticized a report on mortgage 
redlining recently released by the Michigan Financial. Institutions Bureau. 

Although the Coalition is preparing legal challenges against Standard Federal 
Savings and Loan and First Federal Savings and Loan based on information irl the :eport, 
Mrs. Henderson pOinted out that the report was 'poorly prepared, difficult for most 
neighborhood organizations and consumer~ to understand or interpret! and is incomplete. 
She noted that the report contained no 1nformation on the reasons g1ven for the denial 
of loan applications by financial institutions. The report contains many errors, she 
said, and is very late in being issued. 

Delay in publication of the report may make court action against a lender for an 
alleged violation of Eublic Act 135 (of 1977) impossible since the statute does not 
permit action to be initiated more than two years after an alleged violation occurs. 
That law prohibits discrimination By lenders based on the location of the. property 
and requires lenders to disclose annually where all of their mortgage, home improve
ment~ and multi-family loans are made. 

Although lenders were required to disclose the location of loan denials and the 
reasons given for those denials, the FIB report contains no listing or analysis of , 
these reasons, information that is critical to a complete understanding of Michigan s 
lending practices. 

The Coalition notes that the report was to be used by neighborhood residents who 
wished to understan.d better the investment patterns in their community but is so 
cumbersome and inconsistent that it is discouraging to any but the most experienced 
researchers. 

...... 
For additional information on the FIB report, contact the Statewide Co.alition on 

Redlining at 224-4510 or the Michigan Housing Coalition at 963-2200. : \ 
: \ 

1\ 
I t 
i t 
" 11 IJ 
L~ .. 

c 

THE EXCHANGE - December 15, 1980: page 3 

lQ! OPENINGS !Q.! 'NEIGHBORHOOD, ACTIVISTS 

It may be difficult to believe, but the following job openings were published in 
the December 14 editions of the Detroit ~ and Detroit ~ Press: 

Community Organizer Challenging position for dedicated individual who believes 
in community self determination to work in a Detroit based agency. Minimum B.A. 
in Social Work with strong background in community organiZing and leadership 
development skills. Minimum of two years experience in community leadership 
training and working with neighborhood and community organizations needed ' 
Starting salary range $10,250 - $13,500 plus excellent benefits based on ~U~li~ 
fications and experience. Send resume to: 305 Michigan Avenua, DetrOit 48226. 
Attention: Roger Playwin. . 

Executive Directo~ - Neighborhood Housing Services of Detroit is presently 
accepting applications for an Executive Director who will be responsible for the 
execution of the Neighborhood Housing Services in a designated area of Detroit 
The position requires expertise in the administration of home rehabilitation p~o
grams, financing, coordinating the activities of the community, government, and 
lenders, staff superviSion, report writing, program planning, and budgeting. 
Candidates should, demons'trate ~ proven ability to relate to people and to produce 
results. Salary based on skills and experience. Please submit resume and references 
by January 15 to: Detroit Neighborhood Housjng Services Inc 2405 West McNichols 
Road (48221). ' ., 

Re~bilitation SpeCialist - Repsonsible for preparing detailed work specifications, 
est~ating, bidding, and monitoring jobs. Experience and knowledge in building 
construction, cost estimating, specification writ~ng and community relations. 
Submit resume and references to: Detroit Ne.i.ghborhood Housing Services Inc. 
2405 West McNichols Road (48221). ' , 

Rehabilitation Specialist - Pontiac Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc., a neigh
bO~hood based nonprofit revitalization program seeks a Rehabiliation SpeCialist 
with skills in home rehabilitation, cost estimating, construction inspection, and 
building code enforcement. Starting salary $14,000 plus good fringe benefit pack
age. Experience and residency required. Send resume to: Pontiac Neighborhood 
Housing Services, Inc., 132 Franklin Road, Pontiac 48053. 

I T HAS BEEN A GOOD YEAR! ------
All things considered, 1980 has been a good year for the Neighborhood Information Exchange. 

A brief look at NIE's record this past year shows the following achievements: 

* ~ Ex~hanae was published twice a month and circulated to approximately 
225 ne1ghborhood organizations, community agenCies, and concerned indivi
duals. The newsletter tracked the progress of the 1980-81 and 1981-82 

. Community Development Entitlement Grant program and the 1979-80 and 1980-81 
~eighborhood Opportunity Fund. The Exchange reported ouMichigan's Neigh
borhood Assis tance and Paor-Ucipa tion Program as it moved through the 
legislature and as· the Department of Labor de"eloped the rules that govern 
NAPP. (Hopefully in 1982 funds will be budgeted for this program.) NIE's 
newsletter included reports on the moratorium on the sale of HUD homes 

(continued on next page) 
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and on the report issued by the U.S. Sen.ate Subcommittee on Oversight 
of Government Management. The Exchange also maintained a calendar of a 
variety of skill-development and advocacy opportunities of importance to 
neighborhood groups. 

* NIE launched its telephone hotline in January to supplement the newsletter 
and to r~ach more neighborhood organizations and community leaders. 
Approximately 150 calls are logged each month on the hotline. 

* NIE worked with New Detroit, Inc •• the National Bank of Detroit, and 
Neighborhood Service Organization to conduct the first Neighborhood Leader
ship Conference in April. 

* ~ha9 been playing a major role in organizing the Detroit Technical 
Assistance Network to help neighborhood groups impro'l7e their organizing, 
leadership, and problem-solving skills. 

* NIE - along with Neighborhood Service Organization, the Community Resource 
and Assistance Center, Catholic Youth Organization, and the LaSalle College 
Park Improvement Association - participated in the public hearings which 
helped to shape the rules that govern the Neigl1borhood Assistance and 
Participation Program. 

In reco~ition of its accomplishments NIE was presented on October 30 with a 
testimonial resolution from City Council and on November 20 with a similar resolution 
from the Board of Police Commissioners. 

Most of this activity would have been impossible without ,the cooperation and 
assistance of several members of the NIE network. Special thanks is owed to: 

" 

* The Walter P. Reuther Senior Centers and its Crime Prevention Project, 
which made it possible for NIE to provide its newsletter at no cost to 
many groups which could not otherwise have afforded to receive it and to 
establish the telephone hotline 

* City Council President Pro Tem Maryann Mahaff~, whose office was 
especially helpful in helpin.g NIE monitor neighborhood-related activities 
at the Council 

* Neighborhood Service Organization and the staff of its Neighborhood 
Organizing and Development Unit, which has been particularly supportive 
of NIE for the past three years. 
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