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REVIEW OF STATE lAWS RELEVANT TO JUVENILE RESTITUTION 

" A review of the juvenile codes of all 50 states and the Distri'ct of 

Columbia reveals that 31 states have specific legislation autherizing 

restitutioni.'\ Washi"ngton, D. C., and 18. states have general probation S 

statJtes which would allow the court to include restitution orders as 

part, of the oonditions of pr~bation. 

are: 

The 31 states that have specific legislation authorizing restitution 
I~. 

""-",, 

" \~S 

Al~~ ~ Kansas Oregon 
Ala:~a Kentucky pennsylvania -=,,, 
Arklin).;as Maine Rhode Island 
california Maryland South Dakota 
Colorado Massachusetts Utah 
Connecticut Minnesota Virginia 
Delaware Nebraska Washington 
Florida New Hampshire Wisconsin 
Idaho New York Wyoming 
Indiana North Carolina " ', . .i 

Iowa Ohio 

Eighteen ,states and the District of Col,umbia have geI'!-eral probation 

statutes which allo-$ the court to place the juve~,le on probation on "such 

terms and conditions as the court shall determine." The exact language 

used in the statutes varies but these statutes generally give the court 

wide discre.tion in ,setting the terms and conditions of the probation without 

specifically mentioning restitution. The jurisdictions with these_statutes 
·--·'4) 

.~ , 
are: 

Arizona, , 
p.C. 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Illinois 
Louis'iana' 
Michigan 

", 

Mississippi 
Missouri 
Nevada 
New Je~,sey 
New Mexico 
North Dakota 
Oklahoma 

'l 

South Carolina 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Vermont 
west Virginia 
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Alabama - Ala. Code § 12-15-71 (Supp. 1978) 

c. If a chi},d' is found to be delinquent:J or in need 
of supervision, the court may make any of the 
foLLowing orders or dispositions for his supervision, 
care, and rehabilitation: . . . 

(1) Permit the child to remain with his parents, 
guardian or other custodian, subject to such 
conditions and limitations as the court may 
prescribe; 

(2) Place the child on probation under such d.on­
ditions and limitations as the court may 
pre scribe . . • 

Ala. Code § 12-15-70 (5) 

Make such order as the court in its discretion shall 
deem to be for the welfare and best interests of the 
Child, including assessment of fines not to exceed 
$250 and such restitution as the court deems appropriate. 

Alaska - Alaska Stat. § 47.10.080 (1978) 

(a) 

(b) 

The court, at the conclusion of the hearing, or 
thereafter as the circumstances of the case may 
require" shall find and enter a judgment that 
the minor is or is not a delinquent or a child 
in need of aid. 

If the court ,finds that the minor is delinquent, 
it shall 

(4). order the minor to make suitable restitution 
in lieu of or i~ addition to the court's 

-order under (1),;; (2~, or (3) of this 
sub-section. ' 

Arizona - Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 8-241 (1978) 

A. After receiving and considering the evidence on the proper 
disposition of the case, the court may enter the judgment 
as follows: ... 

2. It may award a delinquent child: ... 

(b) To a probation department, subj ect to .such 
conditions as the court may impose. 
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Arkansas ->Ark. Stat. Ann. 9 115- (1978) 

In addition to order [sicJ authorized by other sections of 
this .Act [§§ 45-401 -- 45-449J, juvenile courts are hereby 
authorized and empowered to make and enf'orce the following 
special order 'against juveniles; .... 

(1) Restitution in kind or value for property stolen, 
damaged, destroyed or otherwise unlawfully taken 
or received by such juvenile 

(2) Actual medical expenses incurred as a result of 
willful infliction of injury by a juvenile 
• '1 i Ji 

~, 

(4) Payment of reasonable costs provided for under 
this act. Wilful refusal ·to obey a lawful order 
of the juvenile court shall be enforceable by 
contempt procedings. 

California Cal. WeI. and Inst. Code § 7.30-731 (West 1979) 

§ 730 When such ward is placed under the supervision of the 
probation officer or committed to his care, custody, and 
control, the court may make any and all reasonable orders for 
the conduct of such ward including the requirement that he go 
to work and earn money for the support of his dependents or to 
effect reparation -and in either case· that he keep an account 
of his earnings and report the same to the probation office 
and apply such earnings as directed by the court 

',§ 731 - [TJhe court may order any of the type s .of treament 
\ •.. and, in addition)may order the ward to make restitution. 

NOTE: 
under 
§ 731 
§ 602 

§ 730 applies to youths adjudicated 
§ 601 of the California code and 

applies to youths adjudicated under 
of the Californ;ia code. 

Colorado - Colo. Rev. Stat. § 19-3-112, -113 (1978) 

;§ -113, (1) If a child has been adj udicated as being de linquent, 
the court shall enter a decree of disposition containing one· 
or mor'e of ,the following provisions which the court finds 
appropriate: /' 

[COLORADO CONTINUED NEXT PAGEJ 
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eCOLORADO, CONT.J 

(a). The court may make any disposition .•. provided 
under § 19-3-112 (1) .•. 

§ 19-3-112 (1) (f) The court may require the child to pay for 
any damage done to persons or property, upon such conditions 
as the court may deem be st, when such payment can be enforo.ed 
without serious hardship or injustice to the child. 

§ 19-3-113 (e) The court may impose a fine of not more than 
$300 . 

Connecticut 

(a) 

Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 46b-140 (West 1979) 

The court may also order such child to do work of 
which he is capable in public buildings and on 
public property or make restitution of the fruits 
of his offense or make restitution in an amount 
he can afford to payor provide. in a suitable manner 
·for the loss or damage caused thereby particularly 
in cases which the adjudication of delinquency was 
upon an allegation that the conduct of such child 
resulted in the willful destruction of property; 
provided competent acceptance of such disposition 
has been given by the child and his parent or 
guardian:.!. ~ 

Delaware Del. Oode Ann. Tit. 10, § 937 (1978)' 

(b) Following' adjudication, the court may: 
(12) Order a delinquent child to make 'restitution 

in whole or part as the court in exercise of 
judicial discretion determi'nes, for the injury 
to the person or property of another where the 
monetary damage can be ascertained. 

District of Columbia - D.C. Code Ann. § 16-2320 (1978) 

(c) If a child is found to be delinquent or in need of 
supervision, the division may order any of the 
following dispositions for his supervision, care 
and rehabilitation: ... 
(3) Probation under such conditions and limi t.ations 

, as the division may prescribe. 
~.~j-
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Florida - Fla. Stat. Ann. § 39.11 (West 1979) 

(1) When any child shall be adjudicated by the court 
to have committed a delinquent act, the court having 
jurisdict~on of the child shall have the power to: 

(a) Place a child in a community control program 
under the supervision of an authorized agent 
of the department . . . . A community control 
program is as' defined in § 39.01(10) and shall 
include a penalty such as restitution, curfew, 
. . ., or other non-institutional punishment 
appropriate to the offenses and the rehabilitation 
probram. 

(g) Require the child to render; .. a public service in 
a public service program. 

(h) Order as apart of the community sanction and 
rehabilitative program to be implemented .by the 
department counselor, the child to make restitution 
for the damage or loss caused by his offense in a =:' ;'. 
reasonable amount or manner to be determined by 
the court. The court may require the clerk of the 
circuit court to be the receiving and dispensing 
agent. 

§ 39.01 (10) - II Community Control" means the legal status of 
probation created by law and court'order in cases involving 
a child who has been found to have committed a delinquent act. 

Georgia - Ga. Code Ann. § 24A-2302 (1978) 

If at the conclusion of the adjudicatory hearing the child 
is found t'o have committed a delinquent act, and subsequently. 
is determined to be in need of treatment or rehabilitation, . 
the court may make any of the following orders of disposltion 
best suited to his tre.atment, rehabilitation and welfa.re: 

(b) Placing the child an probation . . ._ under 
conditions and limitations as the court prescribes 

Hawaii - Haw. Rev. Stat. § 571-48 (Supp. 1978) 

When a minor is found by the court to come with~n § 571-11 
[adjudged delinquent], the court shall so de~ree •.. 

[HAWAII CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 
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[HAWAII, CONT.] 6 

UpO.l1 such decJ:'ee the court shall, by order duly entered, 
proceed as follows: 

(1) As to a child adjudicated under § 571-11(1): 

(a) The court may place the child on probation in 
his own home or in the 'custody of a suitable 
person elsewhere, upon condi t.ions determined 
by the court. -, 

[Any act which would be in violation of the law if the offender 
was over eighteen years of age.] 

Idaho - Idaho Code § ~6-l8l4 (1978) 

When a child is found Eto be within the court jurisdiction] 
the court shall so decree 

Upon entry of its decree, the court may proceed as follows: . . . 
7. In cases where there is loss or damage of property, 

the court may provide for full or partial restitution 
in the manner and form prescribed by the court. 

Illinois Ill. Ann. Stat. Ch. 37 §§ 705-2,705-3(2) (Smith-Hurd 
1979) 

:(1) TI-
!le following kinds of orders of disposition may be 

made in respect of wards of the court: 

(a) A minor found to be a delinquent under § 702-2 
may be (1) put on probation ... 

705-3(2) The court may as a condition of pr.obation or of 
c.onditional discharge require that the m" ~nor.: . . . 

(n) Perform reasonable public service work [within 
the youthTs municipality or township of residence]. 

(0) Comply with other conditions as may be ordered by 
the court. 

Indiana - Ind. Code Ann. § 31-6-4-16 (Burns 1979) , 

(g) If the child is a delinquent under § l(b)(l) of 
this chapter, the juvenile court may ... 

(4) order him to pay restitution if the victim 
prov.idesreasonable evidence of his loss 
which the child may challenge at the dispo­
sitional hearing . . . 
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Iowa - Iowa Code Ann. § 232.52 (West 1979) 

2. The dispositional orders which the court may enter 
are as follows: 

a. .An 'order prescribing a work assignment of value 
to the state or to the public, or pres.cribing 
restitution consisting of monetary payment or a 
work assignment of value to the victim. Such 
order may be' the sole disposi tion .~or may be 
included as an element in other dispositional 
orders. 

kansas - Kan. Stat. Ann. § 38-826 (Supp. 1978) 

(a) When a .child has been adjudged to be a delinquent 
child or a miscreant child under the provisions of 
this act, the judge of the district cou~t may make 
an order to . ~ . 

(8) Require the child to make restitution 
in an amount fixed by the court to persons 
whose property has been damaged by reason of 
acts of the child or to require the child to 
accept employment approved by the court ~or ~he 
purpose of providing funds to make restltutlon 
or to wor~ for' the person whose property 
has been damaged in order to make restitution 
for such damage. 

Ken·t·ucky - Ky. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 20S.240 (.Baili.dwin Supp. 1978) 

In adj udging a child to be within the purvie.w of KRS 208. 02? . 
by reason of having committed a public offense, the ~ouY't 
may require the child to make restitution or reparatlon t~ 
any inj ured per'son to such extent , in such sum and upon such 
conditions as the court determines. 

Louisiana - La! Code of Juvenile Procedures, Title 4, Act 83 
(West 1979) 

(/ I 

A. In cases in which a child has been adjudicated a 
delinquent, the court may: 

[LOUISIANA CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 

. . , .. .-

,; "/ 
", 

[LOUISIANA, CONT.] 

(8) Make such combination of the above disposi ti'Ons 
or such other disp6sition as the court deems to 
be in the ~est interest of the child, including 
ordering the child to make ~easonable restitution. 

Maine - Me. Rev. Stat. Ann .. Ti t. 15, § 3314 (West 1978) 

1. When a juvenile has been adjudicated as having committed 
a juvenile crime, the court shall enter a dispositional 
order containing one or more of the following alternatives: 

(B) The court may require a juvenile to participate 
in a supervised work or service pr6gram. Such 
a program may prov:Lde restitution to a victim 
by requiring the juvenile to work or' provj.de a 
service flor the victim, or to make monetary 
restitution to the victim from money earned from 
such a program. Such a supervised work or service 
program may be required as a condition of probation 
if: 

(1) The juvenile is not deprived of the schooling 
which is appropriate to his age, need, and 
specific rehab.ilitative goals; 

(2) The supervised work program is of a construct­
ive nature designed to promote rehabilitation 
and is appropriate to the age level and physical 
ability of the juvehile. 

(E) The court may require the juvenile to make re.sti tution 
for any damage to persons or property, upon such 
reasonable conditions as the court deems appropriate. 

Maryland - MD· Cts. & Jud. Proc. Code Ann. § 3-820 (1978) 

(b) The court may: 

(1) Place the child on probation ).mder supervision 
in his own home or in the custody or under 
the guardianship of a relative or other fit 
person, upon terms t.he court deems appro-
priate; . . . . 

[MARYLAND CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 
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[MARYLAND, CONT.] 

.§ 3-829 

(a) In any case in which the court finds that the child :'. 
has, wilfully or maliciously, either (i) stolen, 
damaged, or destroyed the property of another, or 
(1i) inflicted personal injury on another, requiring 
the injured person to incur medical, dental or 
hospital expenses, the court may enter a judgment 
of restitution to the wronged person against the 
parents or pa'rent of the bhild. . 

(b) The judgment rendered under this section may not 
exceed 

(c) 

Cd) 

(e) 

(1) 

(2 ) 

(3) 

(4) 

As to property stolen or destroyed, the 
lesser of the fair market value ~f the property 
or $5,000 

As to. property damaged, the lesser of the 
amount of damage not to exceed fair. market 
value of the property daruaged or $5,000 

, 
As to personal injuries, inflicted, the lesser 
of the reasonable medical, dental and hospital 
expenses incurred by the injured person as a 
result of the injury or $5,000 

As an absolute limit against anyone child or 
his parents, $5,000 f~r all acts arising out 
of a single incident. 

A judgment of restitution against a parent may not 
be entered unless the parent has been awarded a 
reasonable opportunity to be heard and to present 
appropriate evidence he may have ~ A hearing under 
this section may be held as part of an adjudicatory 
or disposition he~ring for a child. 

The judgment may be enforced in the same manner as 
enforcing monetary jUdgments. 

The court may order the child whQ, wilfully or 
mali·ciously, steals, damages,. or destroys the 
property of another or inflicts personal injury 
on another to make the restitution expenses., 
himself if that is feasible considering the age 
and cir~umstances of the child; and if this is 
ordered, the liability of the child precedes 
the liability of the parent. The court may, in 
the alternative, enter.a judgment of restitution,., 
against the child. 

'--'~~--=--------~~-------------------
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Massachusetts - Mass. Ann. Laws Ch. 119, §§ 58, 62 (Michie/Law 
Coop. 1979) 

§ 58 

If a child is adjudged a delinquent child, the court 
may place the case on file, or may place the child in 
the care of a probation officer for ~uch time and on 
such conditions as may seem proper .... 

§ 62 -
If, in adjudging ,a person a delinquent child, a court 
finds, as an element of such delinquency, that he has 
committed an act involving liability in a civil action, 
and such delinquent bhild is piLaced on probation, the 
court may require, as a condition thereof, t.hat he 
shall make restitution or reparation to the injured 
person to sllch extent and in such sum as the court 
determines. If the payment is not made at once, it 
shall be made to the probation officer, who shall give 
a receipt therefore, keep a record of the payment, pay 
the money to the injured person and keep on file his 
receipt therefore. 

Michigan - Mich. Compo Laws Ann. § 7l2A.10 (1979); Mich. Stat. 
Annt. 27.3178(598.18) 

If, however, the court finds that a child is within the 
provisions of this chapter, [it may enter any of the following 
orders] . 

(b) Place the child on p~obation, or under supervision 
in his own home, upon reasonable terms and conditions 
.' . . as the court shall determ:lne. 

Minnesota - Minn. Stat. Ann. § 260.185 (1979) 

1. If the court finds that the child is delinquent, it shall 
enter an order making any of the follol'ling dispositions 
of the case which are deemed necessary to the rehabilitation 
of the child: ... 

(e) If the child is found to haver" violated a state or 
local law orij ordinance whi~hbas resulted in 
damage to the,· property of another, the court may 
order the child to m~ke reasonable restitution for 
such damage; .•. 
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Mississippi - Miss. Code Ann. § 43-21-19 (1978) 

If the court fi?ds that the child is neglected or delinquent 
or battered within the provisions of this chapter, it shall 
so adjudge and, decree, and may, by order duly entered, proceed 
as follows: 

(1) Place the child under supervision in his own home or in 
the care of a relative, under such terms ?-nd conditions 
as ~he court shall 'determine and direct . . . 

Missouri Mo. Ann. Stat.§ 211.18+ (Vermon 1979) 

When a child is found by the court to come within the applicable 
provisions of § 211.021, the court shall so decree and make 
finding of facts upon which it exercises its jurisdiction over 
the child and the court may, by order duly entered, proceed as 
follows: 

(1) Place the child under supervision in his own home or in 
custody of a relative or other suitable person upon such 
conditions as the court may require; ... 

Montana - Mont. Rev. Codes Ann. § 41-5-523 (1978) 

(1) If a youth is found to be delinquent or in need of 
supervision, the court may enter its judgment making 
the following dispositions: 

.(a) Place the youth on probation 

[NOTE: The statute does not include the words so commonly 
found in general probationary statutes, "on such terms and' 
conditions as the court provides. "] 

Nebraska - Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-210 (Supp. 1978) 

When any child is adjudicated to be a child described in 
subdivision (3) or (4) of § 43-202, the court may: 

(1) Continue the dispositional portion of the hearing, 
from time to time upon such terms and conditions as 
the court may prescribe, including an order of 
restitution of any property stolen or damaged when 
the same is i:n the interest of the child's reformation 
or rehabilitation. 
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Nevada,.,- ~ev. Rev. Stat. § :62.200 (1977) 

1. If the court finds that the child is within the 
purview of this chapter, it shall so decree and 
may, by order duly entered, proceed as follows~ 

(a) Place the child under supervision in hiS own 
home or in the custody of a suitable person 
elsewhere, upon such conditions as the court 
may deter-mine. 

New Hampshire - Public Safety and Welfare Code, § 169.14 (1977) 

When a child is found to'be delinquent;the cou,rt may commit 
the child'to the youth development: center or require the 
child to make restitution or continue the case with such 
orders as to care, custody and probation as justice and the 
welfare of the child require. ' 

New Jersey - N.J. Stat. Ann. § 2A:4-6l (West 1979) 

If a j uvencile is adj udged delinquent the juvenile and dome stic 
relations court may order any of the following dispositions: 

b. Release the juvenile to the supervision of his 
parents or guardian; or 

c. Place the juvenile on probation to the chief 
probation officer of the c6unty or to any other 
':';uitable person who agrees (\,0 accept the duty 

r'of probation supervision for" a period not to 
exceed three years upon such wTitten conditions 
as the court deems will aid rehabilitation of 
the juvenile; or . 

i. Such other disposition not inconsistent with this 
act as the court may determine 

New Mexico - N.M. Stat. Ann. § 32-1-34 (1978), 

B. If a child :is found to be delinquent, the court may 
enter its judgment making any of the following 
dispositions for the supervision, 'bare and rehab­
ilitation of the child:". . . 

[NEW MEXICO CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 
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(3) Place the child qn.' probation under those conditions 
and limitations as the court may prescribe. 

§ 32-1-46 

A. Any person may recover damages not to exceed 
'Two-thousand Five-hundred dollars ($2,500) in 
a civil action in a court or tribunal of competent 
jurisdiction from a parent, guardian or custodian 
of the child when 't'he child maliciously or wilfully 
injured a person or damaged or destroyed property, 
real or personal, belbnging to the person bringing 
the act ion. ,e, 

B. Recovery of damages under'this section is limited to 
the actual damages proved in the action not' to exceed 
Two-thousand Five-hundred dollars ($~~;'5 00), taxable 
court costs, and in the. discretion ofthe-"court, 
reasonable attorney's fees to'be fixed by the court 
or tribunal. ' 

C. Nothing contained in this section limits the discretion 
of the court to issue an order requiring damages or 
restitution to be paid by the child when he/she has 
been found to be within the provisions of the children's 
code. 

New York N.Y. Family Ct. Act, §§ 753, 757 (McKinneY~1979~ 

§ 753. 

Upon an adjudication of juveni1e delinquency, the court shall 
enter an order of disposition: . 

§ 757 

§ 758 

(c) Putting the respondent on probation in accord 
with § 757; . . . 

(c) The court may order as a condition of probation, 
restitution qr service for the ptiblic good, pur­
suant to § 75';8'8.. 

(a) 

'\\ 
II 

Restituiton '\ 

1. Rules of c~urtcshall define permiSsible terms 
and condit:iifns of restitution,or s~rvice ~or 
the public Igood as set forth ln thls sectlon. 

',I 

[NEW YORK CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 
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In cases involving adolescents of over ten 
and under sixteen years of age, the court may: 

(a) 

(b) 

Recommend as a condition of placement 
o,r order as a condition of probation, 
or suspend a judgment, restitution in 
an amount representing a fa'ir and 
reasonable cost to replace the property 
or repair the damage caused by the 
adolescent~ not, however) to exceed 
One-thousand dO.llars ($1,000). In the 
case of a placement, the court may 
recommend that the adolescent payout of 
his/her own funds ,or earnings the amount 
of replacement or damage, either ,in a 
lump sum or in periodic payments in 
amounts set by the agency with which he 
is placed, and in a case, of probation or 
suspended jdugment, the court may requir.e 
that the adolescent.pay out of his/her 
own funds or earnings the amount of re­
placement or damage, eit;her in a lump sum 
or in periodic payments in amounts set by 
the court; or 

order as::a condition of placement, pro­
bation or suspended j-udgment services for 
the public good taking into consideration 
the age and physical condition of the 
adolescent. 

If the court recommends restitution or requires 
service for the public good in conjunction with 
an order of placement, pursuant to §§ 753a or 
756 the placement shall be made only to an 
authorized agency, including the division for 
youth which has adopted rules and regulat~ons 
for the supervision of such a program, wh~ch '. 
rules and regulations (except in the case of the 
division for youth) shall be subject to the ' 
approval of the office of court admini~tration 
and consultation with the board of soclal welfare. 
Such rules and regulations shall include, but 
not be limited to, provisions; 

(i) assuring that the conditions of work, 
including wages, meet the standards therefore 
prescribed pursuant to the labor laws; 

(ii) affording coverage to the child under the 
workmen's compensation law as an employee of 
such agency department, division, or institution: 

(iii) a~suring that entity receiving such 
services shall not utilize the same to replace 

[NEW YORK CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 
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4. 

5. 

its regular employees; 
(iv) providing for reports to the court 

no less frequently than every six months 
unless the order p~ovides otherwise; 

If the court requires restitution or services 
for the public good as a condition of probation 
or suspended judgment, it shall provide that 
an agenc~ or a person supervise the restitution 
or services and that such agency or person report 
to the court not less frequently than every s.ix 
months, unless the court provides otherwise. 

The court, upon ,receipt of the reports provided 
for in subdivision (3) or (4) of this section 
may, on its own motion or the motion of any 
party or agency, hold a hearing to determine 
whether the placement should be altered or 
modified. 

[NOTE: Prior to the passage of this ammendment, the family 
court in New York possessed authority to require restitution 
services for the public good by a child over ten and less 
than sixteen years of age who was placed on probation in 
conne,ction with a case involving malicious acts. This 
ammendment extends similar authorization to 'the court regarding 
children who are subj ect to en order of placement or sus­
pe,nded judgment. The new am';nendment drops the reference to 
the characteri zation of the '(youth's acts as malicious and rai'ses 
the limit to which restitutlon may 'be made to $1,000 from $500. 

North Carolina - N. C. Gen. Stat ." § 7 A-286 (Supp. 197'7); 
Child Welfare Law" Art. 2, § 110-~,2. 

(4) In the case of any child who is delinquent or undisci-',:' '. 
plined, the court may: 

(b) 

§ 110-22 

Place the cbild on probation .for whatever period 
of time the court may specifY;, and subject to such 
conditions of probation as the court finds are 
related to the needs of the child and which the 
court shall spe cify, under the' supervision of 
the juvenile probation officer ... 

When the court places any child on probation, the court 
order shall specify conditions of probation ~nd the 
period of time the child shall remain on probation. 
The conditions of probation shall be designed by the 
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court to meet the needs or':~the child, and may include 
any of. the ,-,ofllowing or such other conditions of 
probatJ.on a.1S the court may order in the best interests 
of the child: 

(5) that the child make specified financial restitution 
or p.ay a fine 

North Dakota - N.D. Cent. Code §27-20-31 (1977) 

If the child,ls found to be a delinquent child, the court may 
make any of the following orders of disposition best suited 
to his treatment, rehabilitation, and weQfare: .•. 

2. 
P.lacing. the ~hild on probation Under the supervision 
of the ~uvenJ.le supervisor, probatiori offi~er, or other 
app:opr7ate officer of the court under conditions or 
limJ.tatJ.ons the court prescribes. 

Ohio - Ohio Rev. Code Ann § 2151.355 (Page 1978) 

(A) If a child is found by the court to be a delinquent 
child, the court may make any of the following orders 
of disposition: ... 

(2) ~lace the child on probation under any conditions 
the court prescribes; ... 

(7) Require the child to make restitution for all or 
part of the property damage caused by his delin­
quent act and for all or part of the value of 
the property that was the subject of any delinquent 
act that he committed and that would be a theft 
offense, as defined in provision (K) of § 2913.01 
of the Revised Code!f ;J..f committed by an adult. If" 
the court determines that the victim of the child's 
delinquent act is 65 years of age or older or 
permanently and totally disabled at the time' of 
the commission of the act, the court shall regardless 
o~ w~ether 0: not the child knew the age of the 
vJ.ct~m, consJ.der this fact in favor of impOSing 
res~J.~ution, but that fact shall not control the 
decJ.sJ.on of the court. 

(0) At. any bearing at which a child is adjudicated delinquent 
or as soo~ as Poss~bl~after the hearing, the court 
shall ~otJ..fy all vJ.ctJ.ms of the delinquent act who may 
be e~tJ.tled to a recovery under any of the following 
sectJ.ons, of the right of the victims to recover , 
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. f the Revised Code, compensatory 
pursuant to § 31.09.10 0 for wilful and. malicious 
damage from the child's par~r;i~: and the right of the victim 
assaults .committed by tfhe c a~ation pursuant to §§ 2743.51 
to recover and award 0 rep 
to 2743.72 of the revi~ed code. 

Ann. Tit. 10, § 1116 (West 1979) 
Oklahoma - Okal. Stat. 

(a) 
The following kinds of orders of diSPos~~ion may 
be made in respect. to wards of the cour . 

(1) The court may place the child on probatio~ 
under supervision in his own horne, or ~n 

<:>r t d ~r a suitable person elsewhere, ul?on 
~~~hoc~nditions as the court. shall determ~ne. 

Oregon - ORS § 419.507 (1977) 
. . th ·urisdiction of the court 

A child found to be wl~h~n(l)e o~ ORS 419.476, may be made 
as provided in subsect~on child has been found to be 
a ward of the court .. Where a the court determines 
within its jurisdict~on,. antd wh~n and welfare of the child 
it would be in the best In eres 
it may: 

(1) 

1 . Pa stat Ann. Tit. Pennsy van~a .-. . 
11, § 50-322 (Pardon 1978) 

. . t b a delinquent child, the 
Ca) If the child ~s foun~ t~e ~ollOwing orders of dispo­

court may make. tanYd tOo, his treatment, supervision, 
sition best su~ e 
rehabilitation, and welfare: .. . 

A der of the terms of probation may inclu~e 
(6 ) ~ ~~propriate fine consideri~:g th~t n~~u~~c~ ss 

the act committed or re~t~~u~~~n c~ild which shall 
of actual damages cau~e gs of the child received 
be paid from.t~e e~rn~n on~tructive program 
thrOugh.part~clPat~~~ ina~c~Ptab1e to the victim 
of serv~ce or educa ~on. e course of such 
and the court w~ere~h~l~u~~n~ai~ not l~ss than the 
service, ~h~ ch~ld 'In ordering such service, 
State's m~n~mum wage. 
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- \\ , 

the court shall take into consid~ration the child's 
.C\.ge, physical and mental capaci t~~ and the service 
shall be designed to impress upor;\ the child a sense 
of responsibility for the injurie~ caused to the 

, ' t 
person or property of another. Th\ecou:t't order 
shall specify the nature of the woc;rk, the number 
of hours to be spent performing the assigned tasks, 
and shall further specify 'b.hat as part of a plan . 
of treatment and rehabilitation that up to 75% 
of the child's earnings be used for restitution 
in order to provide positive reinforcement for 
the work performed. 

RJ.'1ode Island - R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 12-19-32, 12-19,33, 1l.!-1-32 
(Supp. 1978) 

§ 12-19-32 

In addition to or in lien [sic] of any nOl1lmanda15.ory sanction 
imposed as part of a sentence or as a condition [of] probation, 
a judge at the' time of sentencing may order restitution which "! 

may be in the form of monetary payment or some type of 
co~~unity service. 

§ 12-19-33 

In addition to the power already vested in the family court 
a justice ~ay order restitution which may be in the form 
of ,monetary payment or some type of cornrnuni'j:;;-y service. 

§ 1l.!-1-32 

If the court shall find that a child i~ delinquent, wayward, 
neglected, dependent or otherwise within the· provisions of 
this chapter, it may bW order duly entered, proceed as 
follows: 

Place the child on probation or under supervision in 
his own horne or in the custody of a relative or other 
suitable person or in the custody of any of the agen­
cies, societies or instl tut.ions under the control of 
or approved by the Department of Social and Rehabili-I.I.: 
tative Services,on such terms as the court shall 
determine; provided, however, that if the court shall 
find th/?-t a child is delinquent or wayward for any 
offensel

, which has resulted in damage to the property 
of. an.other, ,then in that event the court mC\.y order 
that appropriate 'monetary restitution be made forthwith 
to the owner of t\~3~~ damaged property by said child, 
his or her parent, '.parent s, or guardian, or o.ther 
lawful custodian upon examination, and after finding 
that said child or his or her parent, parents, guardian 
or other lawful custodian has the ability to pay said 
re stitution. 
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South Carolina - S.C. Code § 14-21-62D (Supp. 1978) 

When a child is found by the court to come within the 
provisions of the (Juvenile Court Act), the court 
shall ~o decree, and in its decree shall make a finding 
of the facts upon which the court exercises.its juri.s-
diction over the child. ' 

Upon such decree, the court may, by order duly entered, 
proceed as follows: 

(a) Place the child on probation or under supervision 
in his home or in the custody of a suitable person 
elsewhere, upon such conditions as the court may 
determine . 

NOTE: The Attorney General of South Carolina has inter~­
preted this Code to not permit orders of monetary restitution. 
However, on May 14, 1980, this section of the law was 
ammended to provide: 

"Section 1. Item (a) of Section 14-21-260 of the 1976 
Oode ,is amended by adding: ' The cour.:tmay impose 
restitution or participation in supervised work or 
community service as a condition of probation. Juvenile 
Placement and .Aftercare, in coordination with local 
community agencies, shall develop and encourage 
employment of a constructive nature designed to make 
reparation and to promote the rehabilitation of the 
child. If the court imposes as a condition of pro­
bation a requirement that restitution in a specified 
amount be paid, the amount to .. be paid as restitution 
may not exceed Five-Hundred dollars. The Department 
of Juvenile Placement and Aftercare shall develop a 
system for the transferring of any court ordered 
restitution from the juvenile to the victim.or owner . 
of any property injured, destroyed, or stolen.'" 

South Dakota - S.D. Codified Laws Ann. § 26-8-39.2 (Supp. 1978) 

The court may require a child to pay for any damage done 
to property upon such conditions as the court may deem 
best, when such payment can be enforced without serious 
h~rdship or injustice to the child. 

Tennessee - Tenn. Code Ann. § 37-231 (Supp. 1978) 

If the child is found to be a delinquent child the court 
may make any of the following orders of disposition best 

[TENNESSEE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 
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suited to his treatment, rehab~l~tat~on, ~ ~ ~ and welfare: ... 

(2) Placing the child on probation under the supervision 
of the probation officer . . . under the conditions 
and limitations the court prescribes; 

(5 ) Assessing a fine not to e.xceed Fifty dollars ($50 J 
for each offense which constitutes a violation of 
state law or municipal ordinance . 

Texas - Tex. Rev. Civ. Stat. Ann. Art. 54.04 (Vermon 1979) 

(c) 

(d) 

No disPosit~on may be made under this section unless 
~h: co~rt f~nds that the child is in need of rehab­
~l~tat~on or t~at the protection of the public or 
the ch~ld requ~res that disposition 'be made. If the 
court does not so find, it shall dismiss the child 
and enter a fi~al judgment without any disposition . 

If t~e cO\lrt'makes the finding specified in Sub­
sect~on (d) of this section, it may: 

(1) Place the child on probation on such reasonable 
and lawful terms as the court may determine 
for a per~od not to exceed one year; subject 
to extens~ons not to exce~d one year each; . . . 

Utah - Code Ann.§ 78-3a-39 

When a child is f,ound to come within the provision of the 
[~us~ice Code], the court shall so adjudfucate, and make a 
f~nd~ng of ~he facts upon which it bases [sic] its jurisdiction 
over the ch~ld. Upon such adjudication the court may 
make-the following dispositions by cour~ order: . . . 

(7) The cou:t may order that the child be required 
to repa~r or replace or to otherwise make 
restitution for damage or loss caused by his 
wrongful act, and may impose fines in limited 
amounts. 

Vermont - Vt. Stat. Ann. Tit. 33.§ 657 (1979) 

(a) If a ch~ld is found by a juvenile ~ourt on 
pr?ceed~ngs under this chapter to be a delinquent 
ch~ld, the court may . . . make at any time there­
after any of the following orders of disposition' 
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most suited to his/her treatment, rehab­
ilitation, and iI;/'elfare: . 

(2) Place the child on probation under 
such conditions and limitations as 
the court may prescribe. 

Virginia - Va. Code § 16·.1-279 (Supp. 1979) 

E. If a child is found to be delinquent,the juvenile 
court or the circuit court may make any of the 
following orders of disposition for his supervision, 
care and rehabilitation: ., . . 

(7.) Require the child to make restituiton 
or reparation to the aggrieved party 
or parties "for actual damages or !Loss 
caused by the offense for which the 
child was found to be·delinquent. 

'Washington - Wash. Rev. Code Ann. §§ 13.40.160,13. 40 . 190 

(West 1979) 

A juvenile appearing before the court for formal 
disposition who has declined "to enter into a diversion 
agreement and who would otherwise be so entitled shall, 
if determined to be a first or minor offender, be re­
ferred to a diversionary unit under the supervision of 
which such youth may only be required to perform the 
term o'f community service and, where there is a victim, 
shall be required to ma.ke restitution under the lim~ts 
-specified in this chapter. 

§ 13.40.190 

(1) In its dispositional order the court shall require th~ 
respondent to make restitution to any persons who have 
suffered loss or damage as a result of the offense 
committed by the respondent. Payment of restitution shall 
be in addition to any punishment which is imposed pur­
suant to the other provisions of this chapter. The court 
may determine the amount~ terms, and conditions of the 
restitution. If the respondent participated in the crime 
with another person or other persons, all such parti- , 
cipants shall be jointly and severally responsible for 
the 'payment of re stitution. The court may pot require 
the respondent to pay full or partial restitution if 
the respondent reasonably satisfies the court that he/she 

[WASHINGTON CONTINUED NEXT PAGE] 
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cloes not have the means to make full or partial 
rest,itution and could not reasotlabl!Y' acquire 
th~means to pay s,uch restitution. In cases 
where an offender has been committed to the depart­
ment for a period of confinement exceeding 15 
weeks, restitution may be waived. ' 

(2) A respondent under obligation to pay restitution 
may petition the court for modification of the 
restitution order. 

(3) When a respondent who has been ordered by the court 
to pay a fine or restitution, or to perform service 
for the public good, fails to fulfill that order 
~he court u~on the motion of the prosecutor or u~on 
ltS own motlon, shall require the respondent to show 
cause why the respondent should not be confined to 
a detention facility for non-fulfillment. The court 
may issue a summons or a w~rrant for arrest to 
compel,the respondent's appearance. 

The respondent shall have the burden of showing that 
non-payment or non-fulfillment was not a wilful 
refusal and that he/she' did not have the means to 
pay the fine or restitution or to perform a service 
for the public good. If the court finds that the 
default was wilful, it may order that the youth be 
deta~ned.in a co~nty facility one day for each $25 of 
rest'ltutlon or flne on which he/she wilfully de­
fault~d, or may order the youth to be taken into the 
county facility one day for each three. hours of 
community service in which the youth 'wilfully 
defaulted. . 

West Virginia - W. Va. Code § 49-5-13 (Supp. 1979) 

(b) -Following the adjudication, the court shall ... 
give preference to the 'least rest:r'ictive of the 
following alternatives consistent with the best 
interests and welfare of the public and the child: 

(3) Upon a finding that the child, is in need of 
~arental supervision (a) place the child 

under thesupervison of a probation officer of 
,~he court or of the county wh(~re the child has 
J..ts usual place of abode, or other person while 
leaving the child in custody of his parenti or 
custodian and (b) prescribe 'a program of treat­
ment or thera:Q.Y or limit the child's activities 
ul1q.er terms wh±cl) are reasonable and within the 
child's ability to perform; ... 
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Wisconsin - Wis. Stat. Ann. § 48.34 (West 1979) 

If the judge adjudges a child delinquent,. h~ or she shall 
enter an order deciding one or more' of the 'dispositions 
of the case as provided in this section under a care and 
treatment plan, e.xceptthat sec'tions 4 (m) and (8) shall be 
exclusive dispositions. 

(2) Place the child under supervision of an agency if 
the department approves, or a suitable adult, including 
a friend of the :chi.ld, under conditions prescribed by 
the judge including reasonable rules for~the child's 
conduct and the conduct of the child's parents, 
guardian, or legal custodian, designed for 'the physical, 
mental and moral well-being and behavior of the child. 

(5) If the child is found to.have committed a delinquent 
act which has resulted .in damage to t.he property of 
another, or. actual physical injury to another, excluding 
pain and suffering, the judge may order the child to 
repair damage to property or to make reasonable rest~­
tutionfor the damage' 'or inj ury if the judge considers 
it beneficial to the well-being and behavior of the child. 
Objection by' the child to the amount of damages claimed 
shall entitle the child to a hearing.on the question of 
damages before the amount of restitution is ordered. 

(8) If the judge fj.nds that ,no other court service s or 
alternative services are needed or appropriate,' it 
may impose a maximum forfeiture of $50 based upon a 
determination that ·this dispositiorl is in the best 
interests of the' child and. in ai~ of rehabilitation. 
Any such order shall inb~ude a finding that the child 
alone is financially able to pay the forfeiture and. 
shall allow up to twelve· months for payment. If 
the child fails to pay the forfeiture, the judge may' 
vacate the forfeiture and order other alt~rnatives 
under this section, in accordance with the conditions 
specified in this chapter. 

(9 )Supervise'd "Work' 'Pr'ogr'am 

(a) The judge may uti.lize as a dispositional alter­
native court ordered partiCipation in a super­
vised work program. The judge shall set standards 
for the program within the budgetary limits 
established by the county board. The court 
program may provide the child reasonable compen­
sation reflecting a reasonable market value of 
the work performed, and shall be admini.stered by 
the county department or.public welfars:: or community 
agency approved by the judge. 
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Wyoming -

(b) Supervised work programs sh 11 b 
nature deSigned to promote ;ehab~l~; ~.constructive 
child, shall be appropriate t 2 a 20n of the 
phYSical abilit of t· . 0 the age level and 
with counseling

y 
from ~e m~~~;~,,~d shall be combined 

or other qualified person Tho an agency staff 
conflict with the child's'r el program may not 
school. egu ar a~tendance at 

Wyo. Stat. § 14-6-229 (1979) 

Cd) 

(i) require a child t k '. 
any ~amag: or loss createdOb~ah~Sr!~~~t;~~~on f~r 
f (2i) 2mpose a fine within the limi~s Ofa~t, 
aO~i~ ~f~~~s~eo~m~~:~~ng~c!n~~h!~eC~~~ld~ wh!~e 
state having jurisdiction':~he'''''eor F' t 2n th2s b . d .1.1",," • 2ne s sha' 1 
t e ~~2 to ~he clerk of the court for depOSit-

o : pub12c school fund or the county in whic 
th~.~~ne was ~ssessed as provided by law' h 

k
222 ) requ2re a child to participate' in a 

wor program or to f 
the supervision 0 per orm 1~b9r or. services under 
by th t f a respons2ble adult desi'gnated 
. e cour and. within the limits of ap li'cable 
laws and regulat20ns governing child lab;r t 
enable the child to meet the obl~gat.on .' 0 d 
pursuant to this act for t ~ s 2mpose 
and rehabilitation as deem~~ purpose of disCipline 
desiJ'able b th unnecessary or . y e court. I 

I 
I 

, 



,-.-.. .. ~ 

'" . ' 

........... 

" I 

• , 

} 

if 

~: 

' . 

" ' 

\\ 

, I 

,1 

ZWl ~~~~1"-~'1 

.' 
)) , 




