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Honorable Richard B. Adkisson, Chief Justice
Honorable Frank White, Governor and
Members of the Seventy-Third General Assembly
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Enclosed is the Sixteenth Annual Report (calendar year 1980)
of the Arkansas Judicial Department.

Thanks is given to the untiring efforts of the wvarious court
officials and the staff who assisted in collecting, analyzing, and
presenting this data.
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It is hoped that this report will be of benefit in demonstrating
some of the achievements of the Judicial Branch of our government
while helping pinpoint areas of concern and need.
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The caseloads continue to rise dramatically at both the trial
and appellate levels. This means that the citizens of Arkansas
face longer waits for the trial and resolution of their disputes.
It is this factor of delay that understandably causes the greatest
discontent with the Judiciary and brings into sharp focus the
time-honored truism that "justice delayed is justice denied".
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. To meet the burgeoning rate of case filings and attendant
{E oo delay, some obvious but not easy solutions appear: The number of
‘ judges in the courts can be significantly increased; the efficiency
of the courts can be improved by the use of more modern equipment;
and better administrative methods can be employed.
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Whatever avenue is taken, the people of Arkansag will have to
expend more funds, perhaps as much as $2.50 or $3.00 of every
$1,000.00 spent by the State, instead of the present $1.60.
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e The Arkansas Court System maintains separate (g) Cases pertaining to elections and election
TABLE OF CONTENTS U courts of law and equity. Judges of courts of law are procedures;
) e designated Circuit Judgesand those of courts of equity . . L
T , . P at-
FOR L are designated Chancellors. Circuit Judges are elected (h) lCases 1dnvct):lvmg the d1§sglplxlr:edofrz:;t§)rney: atf
OREWORD ...oviit e iii to the bench by the voters of the respective judicial cir- :}11\ gn . :ré:asesta;n o ] nt etl Lrpo:ycé Of
1980 I REVIEW. .+ 44+t eet et e et e e et et et et e e et e iv ] cuits every four years, and Chancellors are likewise e Supreme Court to regulate the practice o
éudlf_lal .Cov.}ncc;!, _Irllcé(.j. T LTI iv H* j elected to terms of six years. faw;
ontinuing Judicia ucation Course List .. . ] )
idicial Education Course LISt ... ...... . 0ooieiiieeseeiieee e, vi : R . Motions for rule on the clerk under Rule 5 of
Arkansas Judicial Department Organizational Chart ....... ... i a.. ix . Generally gpeakmg, Circuit Judges preside over w the Rules of the Supreme Court and Court of
Arkansas Court SyStem-—RoUte Of APPEAL .+« v svvne s X T civil and criminal cases and hear appeals from courts Appeals; and whenrt)he ase in which the relief
THE SUPREME COURT ... 5 j of limited jurisdiction. Trial by juryisa matter of right ApP dh’t ln ; - € ;:lb docketed ¢
SUPREME COURT .o f e e e e I giﬂ - in the Circuit Courts. Chancellors hear cases involving 1? SO(l:lg . 1asf r}\o pre[wousdy ecn docke ?'I Lin
Sup Eour B1med L R R ] i _ domestic relations matters, land disputes, reciprocal the Court ol Appeals and a trefmscrl.pt tled,
S preme Court 0ards and COMIMITIEES « o vt v v vt ettt e e e e et e s e s e e et s s tstosannnnnenss 4 ? support actions, and other cases where equitable relief motions or petitions for writ of certiorari to
Jllllcli)irceig]leDeozrr; andtCSc:ufrft of Appeals Stafl ... .. vttt ittt 6 T s is sought. Trial by jury is not available as a matter of complete the record and for admission to bail;
MENt StAIT oot ettt e et e e i : ight i : . ; . :
Supreme Cgurt o A AN 7 i right in Chancery Cgurts. Chc.mcellqrs als:.o serve as () Cases in which the current appeal is a second or
................................................................. 8 N PrOba‘te JUdgeSa_ hearing cases mvo'lvmg wills, guard' Subsequent ;lppea] fo]]owing an appea] which
THECCOUR;I‘AOF AIPI;EALS ................................................................. 16 7 ({ lansgu{)s, adtczptlons, mental commitments, gnd other has been decided in the Supreme Court;
ourt of Appeals Statistics ... ..ottt ittt 17 E¢ - probate matters,
""""""""""" e g L. ] (k) Interlocutory appeals permitted by statute or
GENERAL JURISDICTION COURTS .......uiiiutiet ittt aeeti et 25 , Cases appealed from the Circuit and Chancery by the Arkansas Rales of Civil Procedure or of
SEAtISHICA] TABIES & vttt ettt ettt et et e et e e e e i 25 g Courts are taken to the Court of Appeals, with the Criminal Procedure;
Workload Graphs ..........oooiiiiiiiiiii 32 ¥ 1 exception of the following types of cases which are . . . .
Circuit, Chancery, and Probate JUAES .. v+ v v ve oo oo 37 ) appealed directly to the Supreme Court: (I) Cases involving substantial questions as to
ASSIZIMENE OF JUAEES + -+« + v e e eees e es e e e 9 - - . . . . . usury;
C MO JUABES « o ee ittt et 3 (a) All cases lnvol\/lng the ln[erpre[anon or con-
omparative Tables .......... ..o oo 39 - T TS . 120
Comparative Tables ... -ooovvvrsrs s 3 5 _ struction of the Constitution of Arkansas; (m) Products liability cases (Per Curiam 1/28/80);
Urt AdMIRISEIALION . .+ e\t e ettt ettt i ing oi i i
gr%sig:cn})nnfg /(\jttorneys ................................................................... 43 4 (b) Criminal cases in which the death penalty, life (n) Cases involving oil, gas or mineral rights
ublic Defenders .o .o veni it it e e impris ' i
St Tabla LTI s e e 47 imprisonment, or a cumulative sentence of Appeal cases decided by the Court of Appeals may
tatistical Table...... ...ttt 48 T more than 30 years imprisonment has been
C Reporters. . .. ... .. 4 . . not be appealed to the Supreme Court as a matter of
OUIt REPOTEETS. vttt ittt ie et e e eiaieeanennns 49 { imposed; i iorari
ClerksoftheCourts......................................:::::: ........................ 50 b ’ rlgl}t,buttheSupr‘eqleCourtmaygrantcertloranfor
CIreuit COUTE STALSHCS - -+ + v+ v v v s e oo oo 53 | (c) Cases, other than appeals from the Worker's review of such decisions.
Chancery Court STALSHCS . v v v s sse oo oo s 70 & ; ﬁ Compensation Commission or from the Board The Arkansas public is also served by courts of
Probate Court SEALISHES - « -+ v v v im e e s e e 84 g ) of Review created by the Employment Security limited 'urisdictiog which are described l};ter in thi
IMITED JURISDICTION COURTS L Law, in which the validity, interpretation, con- J ’ . n this
LIMITED JURISDICTION COURTS .......... TR i itutionality of [t report. Perhaps the most important of these courtsare
Corms Coung | CON LOURIS «orerrerrinnrrnnisnoriie s prnenceinne e 87 struction or constitutionality of an act of the {he Municipal Courts. whicl ber 118 and th
UMY COUITS bbb 87 & General Assembly, an ordinance of a munici- P imited iu e uiring a lesally
Stm:pty luTg%s] ............................................................ e 89 f pality or county, or a rule or regulation of any ey Cc?u-r Z,O o, quns '?“8“ requmngla vever,
S a ls'}cac 15 ) 1 O A 90 ~ - court, administrative agency or regulatory Im.lf]ed bJ,U. ge (_slomef oun’tl) ourts are,, wgever,
thlvelx(llle Loy A S 3 £ 9] | body is in question; declaratory judgment se“n’e )d}]vem'e:redc‘:re.es W l? are attqrpe}ls). ener-
hi or oa? Graph (oo e e e e e e i e 92 ki 1 actions per[aining to the Vﬂlldlly or app]icabil_ ally Sl?ea ’(ljng" JL:; 18 ’lC[lgn 0 d f?}umCIPa COU.rtd 1S
M ourts o Common Pleas. .. ... i ittt i e et i it e e 93 b ity of a rule of an agency subject to the Admi- COALfm) _Wl ' "ml exte!i S t(c; “.a,.l'c fnattersl; mis }e-
umc1pz}l oL vttt e e e ieten et oo ie e e anetesusaaeonssenesnsossoasasavnsasonosas 94 . om nistrative Procedure Act under Ark.Stat. Ann. meanor criminal cases, and civil cases whefe the
Municipal Jndges and Clerks .............. 7 ) . ) ; 1AM amount in controversy does not exceed $300.00. As
, and Clerks ........oooviiiii i 94 { ss 5-705 (Repl. 1976); (Per Curiam 5/5/80); L DTV L
Small Claims Divisions .........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, 98 o : noted earlier, appeals from the courts of limited juris-
WOLKIOAA GIAPR + o« v s soeos e oo oo, 99 }, (d) Cases appealed from orders of the Arkansas diction are made to the Circuit Court.
s SRAARRAREREREREEEARES AR R AR ERR R AR R A L 2 ! . . + . ,
Municipal Court Statistics ... .. P R R PR RTEE 100 T Public Service Commission, the Arkansas This report, covering all phases of the Arkansas“/
City, Justice of the Peace, and Police Courts. .. , f Transportation Commission, and the Arkan- P ) p— e
' . , COUTES . -+t ettt et et et ehe et e a et 109 . ; : A Judicial System, carries statistics on the Supreme
City, Justice of the Peadce, and Police Court Judges and Clerks.......oooviiiiiiiiiin e 110 i i sas Pollution Control Commission, and cascs Court, Court of Appeals, courts of general jurisdic-
City, Justice of the Peace, and Police Court Statistics 2 )t involving rates for public utilities fixed by tion. and courts of limited jurisdiction. Statistics
Workload GRpf -+ 120 municipal authorities; regarding the offices of Public Defender in the state
Finagncial o ;z ...................................................................... 121 ) i (e) Appeals in cases based on petitions for post are also carried in order to reflect the extent to which
5 122 ¥ conviction relief under Rule 37 of the Arkansas defense services are provided for indigents in those
_ Rules of Criminal Procedure; arcas which have established public defender offices.
] i L Those areas not served by public defenders continue
4 i (D) Cases of quo warranto, prohibition, injunc- the practice of appointed local attorneys to represent
E} tion, or mandamus directed to state, county or indigents. Other information reflecting a broad out-
: municipal officials or to circuit, chancery or line of the Arkansas Judicial System is contained
i} i;{ probate courts; herein.
i 118 .
i3
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A partial unification of the court system occurred in
1965 when the General Assembly passed Act 496 of
1965 in which the Chief Justice was designated the
Administrative Director of the Judicial Department

cation of the Justices of the Supreme Court and the
Judges of the Chancery and Circuit Courts. The
annual meeting date of the Council is the second Fri-
day of October of each year unless changed by the

and Administrative Head of the entire court system. Board of Directors. In addition to the annual meeting, , ]
Act 496 also provided for the appointment of an Exec- the Council also holds a meeting during the spring of . E
utive Secretary, by the Chief Justice, with the approval each year, b

of the State Judicial Council, whose duties consist of

assisting the Chief Justice in carrying out his adminis- Officers of the Council are:

%
trative responsibilities. President ........ Circuit Judge William Enfield }T |
One of the chief functions of the Arkansas Judicial President ... ... .. Chancellor Lawrence Dawson 5 ;
Department is the collection, analysis, and publication Secretary/ Treasurer............... Jack Jarrett ;

of judicial statistics. The Judicial Department also
conducts continuing judicial education programs for
all levels of personnel in the state’s court system.

The Arkansas Bar Association is represented on the ‘
Council by a Liaison Committee appointed by the Bar §
Association President.

The statistics contained within the report are supp- R .. . . - g3
lied through quarterly reports from the Clerks of the The members of the Liaison Committee are: f , I
courts of general jurisdiction and through semi-annual Chairman................. .. Charles Carpenter S
reports from courts of limited jurisdiction. Clerks of Member..................... .. Vincent Foster
these courts are assisted from time to time by the staff Member........................ .. Phil Carrol !
of the Judicial Department. Member..................... Marvin Thaxton ; 5

Member............... Pearlesta Hollingsworth -

1980 IN REVIEW The Board of Directors of the Arkansas Judicial

Council, Inc. is composed of:

The Arkansas Supreme Court received a new Chief
Justice in the Election of Richard B, Adkisson, and

President ......., ircui illi i f -
two Associate Judges in the Eiection of Robert Dudley Vircgfli’rrelsident. L gilr::étel{g?glfaa:yrzggénDirxgﬂg ‘ if
and Steel Hays. Member........ Circuit Judge Randall Williams &3

The Arkansas Court of Appeals, which began func- Member...... - - Circuit Judge Gerald Pearson :
tioning on July I, 1979, had six new judges elected to Member . ... Circuit Judge Robert Hays Wllllams iy
the court. They are: Chief Judge Melvin Mayfield: Member.............. Chancellor Thomas Buit %
Don Corbin; Tom Glaze; Lawson Cloninger; George Member............. Chancellor Henry Yocum =
Cracraft; and Jim Cooper. Member......... Chancellor Nell Powel] Wright

Chief Justice Richard B. Adkisson has appointed
Robert Lowery as Executive Secretary of the Arkan-
sas Judicial Department. Mr. Lowery comes to the
department from the private practice of law.,

The Arkansas Judicial Council has had the benefit
of the position of Judicial Council Coordinator as of
January 1980. Mr. Jim Hankins of Pine Bluff is the
Coordinator. The office of the Coordinator is located

e

bgums o,
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in Room 134 of the National Old Line Building. The

The Judicial Article Task Force, composed of phone numberis 372-2051. Mss. Melissa Garner is sery-
judges, attorneys, prosecutors, law professors, and ing as secretary to Mr. Hankins.

other experts in the Judicial and Legal fields, com- il

FaZnoy
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pleted its study of the Arkansas Judicial System and { i a‘ -
made its final report to the Judicial Planning Commit-
tee. All reports by this committee are on file with the RETIREMENTS -
Arkansas Judicial Department. Retired Chief Carleton Harris died on December ‘ *{L
An advisory committee of the Judicial Planning 21, 1980. Justice Harris was clected to the position in g IR -
committee is in the final stage of completion of a Civil- November 1956 and assumed duties as Chief Justice ’
/ Chancery Benchbook. on January 1, 1957. Before his retirement in January “ ‘ i CHIEF JUSTICE
o . 1980, Justice Harris waselected National Chairman of : ; i 1957-1980
The Civil/Chancery Benchbook Committee the Conference of Chief Justices, was the recipient of L .
memibers are: the “Outstanding Lawyer Award " given by the Arkan- ' j
Circuit Judge William Enfield, Chairman sas Bar Associgtipn and Arkansas.Bar. Fqundation, & I
Circuit Judge Gerald Brown received a “Distinguished Alumni Cltatlon“. from ,? ; __v_f
Chancellor John Jernigan Cumberland School of L'a.w, and served as chairman §] { IN MEMORIAM
Chancellor Warren Kimbrough of the State-Federal Judicial Counci] in Arkansas, (-
Combined JurlSdlcthn Judge, Gayle Ford Chief Justice John Fogleman retired on January 12, L g
flonorable Martin Gilbert . 1980. Justice Fogleman was appointed by Governor 8 B i
Honorable Horace McKenzie Bill Clinton to serve as Chief Justice until a successor T h
ARKANSAS JUDICIAL COUNCIL, INC. to Carleton Harris could be elected. Justice Fogleman ; j fﬁ‘
’ has served on the Supreme Court since January |, SR
The Arkansas Judicial Council is a voluntary asso- 1967, iy | !
P
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JUDGE
Richard B. Adkisson

leroy .Blankenship
Henry M. Britt
Gerald Brown
Thomas F. Butt

James Chesnutt
George Cracraft

Tom F. Digby
Robert H. Dudley

Charles H. Eddy
William H. Enfield

Gayle Ford

Tom Glaze

Jim Hannah

George Hartje

Eugene Harris

CUMULATIVE LIST OF COURSES ATTENDED AT
THE NATIONAL JUDICIAL COLLEGE AND THE

CIRCUIT
6th Judicial

16th Judicial

18th E. Judicial

2nd Judicial
4th Chancery

18th E. Chancery
st Chancery

6th Judicial
3rd Chancery

15th Judicizal
19th Judicial

18th W Judicial
& Chancery

6th Chancery

17th Chancery

20th Judicial

I'1th Chancery

NJC

NJC

NJC
AAJE

AAJE
AAJE
NJC
NJC
NIC
NJC

AAJE
AAJE
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
AAJE

NJC
NJC
AAJE
AAJE
NJC
AAJE

NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
AAJE

AAJE

AAJE

AAJE
AAJE
AAJE
NJC
NJC
AAJE
NJC
NJC
NJC
AAJE
NJC
NJC

vi

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF JUDICIAL EDUCATION
SCHOOL

PROGRAM

General Jurisdiction
Criminal Law

Criminal Evidence
Appellate Judges
Writing Program
Criminal Law

Trial Judges Academy
General Jurisdiction
General Jurisdiction
Faculty Advisor
Criminal Law,
Sentencing, Probation
Trial Judges Academy
Trial Judges Academy
General Jurisdiction
Graduate Session
Faculty Advisor

General Jurisdiction
General Jurisdiction
Appellate Judges
Writing Program
General Jurisdiction
General Jurisdiction
Evidence 1

Evidence 111

Graduate Criminal Law
Appellate Judges
Writing Program
General Jurisdiction
General Jurisdiction
Criminal Law, Sentencing
New Trends in the Law
Faculty Advisor
Practicalities of Judging:
Jurisprudence and the Humanities
Fact Finding, Decision-Making,
Communication,

Time Management, Stress and
Judicial Performance
Trial Judges

Academy

Evidence |

Criminal Law 1
Constitutional Criminal Procedure
General Jurisdiction
Graduate Evidence
Trial Judges Academy
General Jurisdiction
Court Management
Graduate Evidence
Trial Judges Academy
General Jurisdiction
General Jurisdiction

YEAR

1971
1974
1977

1980
1979
1979
1980
1971
1973

1973
1976
1979
1971
1973
1977
1976
1978

1980
1967
1971
1979
1979
1980

1980
1979
1969
1971
1974
1976

1978

1980

1976
1980
1980
1980
1978
1978
1978
1979
1980
1980
1978
1979
1979
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Lowber Hendricks

John G. Holland
Paul Jameson

Warren O. Kinbrough
Bernice Kizer
John Lineberger

Floyd Lofton
J. Hugh Lookadoo

Robert McCorkindale

Carl B, McSpadden

Melvin Maylfield

Richard Mobley

Gerald Pearson
Charles Plunkett
Andrew Ponder
Alex Sanderson
Dan D. Stephens

H.A. Taylor

Van Taylor
Cecil Tedder

6th Judicial

12th Judicial
4th Judicial

12th Chancery
12th Chancery
4th Chancery

6th Judicial
9E Judicial
& Chancery

l4th Judicial

16th Chancery

13th Judicial

5th Chancery

2nd Judicial
13th Chancery
3rd Judicial
§th Chancery
20th Chancery

I1th Judicial

15th Chancery
17th Judicial

AAJE
NJC
AAJE
AAJE

AAJE
AAJE
AAJE
AAJE
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJ
NJC
NJC
NJC

NJC

NJC

NJC
AAJE

NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC

NJC
NIC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
AAJE
NIC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
AAJE

NJC
NJC
NJC
NJC
AAJE
NIC
AAJE
NIC

Trial Judges Academy
Graduate Evidence

Evidence

Fact Finding, Decision Making,
Communications,

Stress and Judicial Performance
Law and Psychiatry

Evidence |

Criminal Law I

Constitutional Criminal Procedure
General Jurisdiction

General Jurisdiction

Evidence

Decision Making Process

Civil Litigation

Criminal Evidence

Graduate Civil Litigation
Graduate Criminal Evidence
General Jurisdiction

General Jurisdiction

General Jurisdiction

New Trends in the Law

The Trial and Public
Understanding

Evidence

The Judge and the Trial
Faculty Advisor

Trial Judges Academy

General Jurisdiction

Criminal Law, Sentencing
Decision-Making Process
Decision-Making Skills

and Techniques

General Jurisdiction

Graduate Evidence

General Jurisdiction

Equitable Remedies

Family Court Proceedings
General Jurisdiction

Faculty Advisor

Appellate Judges Writing Program
General Jurisdiction

Faculty Advisor

General Jurisdiction

General Jurisdiction

Faculty Advisor

General Jurisdiction

The Judge and the Trial

Fact Finding, Decision-Making,
Communication, Time Management
Stress and Judicial Performance
General Jurisdiction

Evidence

Decision-Making Process

The Judge and the Trial

Trial Judges Academy

General Jurisdiction

Trial Judges Academy

General Jurisdiction

1978
1978
1979

1979
1980
1980
1980
1980
1976
1976
1977
1977
1978
1978
1980
1980
1976
1974
1975
1976

1976
1977
1978
1980
1979

1974
1976
1978

1978
1978
1980
1975
1978
1978
1964
1975
1980
196¢
1973
1978
1975
1974
1969
1979

1980
1975
1977
1977
1978
1979
1973
1978
1980

T T T e
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Royce Weisenberger 8th Chancery NJC Family Law
AAJE Evidence ]
AAJE Fact Finding, Decision-Making,
Communication, Time Management,
Stress and Judicial Performance
Perry Whitmore 6th Judicial NJC  General Jurisdiction
Randall Williams 11th Judicial NJC  General Jurisdiction
NJC Criminal Law, Sentencing
AAJE Fact Finding, Decision-Making,
Communication, Time Management,
Stress & Judicial Performance

Robert H. Williams Sth Judicial NJC  General Jurisdiction
AAJE Evidence
Nell P. Wright 14th Chancery NJC  General Jurisdiction

NJC Evidence
AAJE ' Fact Finding, Decision-Making,
Communication, Time Management,
Stress & Judicial Performance
Henry Yocum, Jr. [3th Chancery NJC = General Jurisdiction
ABBREVIATIONS: NJC—National Judicial College
AAJE—American Academy of Judicial Education

viii

1975
1980

1980
1979
1971
1975

1980
1979
1980

1976
1979

1980
1969
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ARXANSAS JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

1980
Supreme Court

|

* Chief Justice

6 A’ ociate Justices ‘]

Executive Secretary (1)

Court of Appeals

6 Judges
, , .E
Circuit Courts - Chancery & Probate Courts
20 Circuits
) 30 Judges
20 Circuits, 20 Prosecuting Attorneys
33 Judges
Municipal Courts Justice of the Peace Police Courts City Courts of County Courts Juvenile Courts
Courts Courts Common Pleas
118 Courts 3 Courts 3 Courts 84 Courts 12 Courts 75 Judges

(1) Administrative duties in connection with all courts.
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ARKANSAS COURT SYSTEM
Route of Appeal

=

i

SUPREME COURT

7 Justices

Jurisdiction:

(1) Appellate Jurisdiction over those cases from Circuit, Chancery, and Probate Courts

—> involving: (T

— Construction or interpretation of Arkansas Constitution, Acts, Municipal or

County Ordinances, Rules of Courts and Administrative Agencies. i

— Criminal Appeals involving imposition of sentences of more than 30 years impris-
onment, and post-conviction relief petitions.

— Appeals from Arkansas Public Service, Transportation, and Pollution Control

Commission. i
— Petitions for Writs of Quo Warranto, Prohibition, Injunction, Mandamus, and b
Certiorari. o
— Election cases and attorney discipline. .
— Cases in which there is a prior decision by the Supreme Court. ﬁ;’:
— Usury cases. R
-— Products Liability cases:
(2) Appeliate jurisdiction over those appeals from the Court of Appeals certified for .
review. g)
1 5

COURT OF APPEALS

6 JUDGES

Jurisdiction:

— Appellate jurisdiction over cases from Circuit, Chancery, and Probate Courts,
except those cases appealed directly to the Supreme Court.

meRRy
Eam -

I T :
CIRCUIT COURTS (20) CHANCERY AND PROBATE COURTS (20) %%i
33 Judges 30 Judges =
Jurisdiction: r“ Jurisdiction:
— Civil cases over $100. ~— Courts of equity (land disputes, domestic re- gf‘

— Original jurisdiction in criminal. lations, etc.). Hears probate matters and

— Juvenile. adoptions. i
Hears appeals de novo. Jury trials. No jury trial.
i
MUNICIPAL COURTS (118) COUNTY COURTS (75) }_fes
98 Judges 75 Judges, 55 juvenile referees -
Jurisdiction: 1§ Jurisdiction: N
— Contract under $300. Property recovery — Original jurisdiction in county taxes, county gg
under $300. Property damagewnder $100. || expenditures, and claims against county. i
— Felony preliminaries. Misdemeanors. Bastardy proceedings.
No jury trial. —-~ Juvenile. No jury trial. .
COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS (12) JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS (3) g_,
County Judges serve 3 Judges
Jurisdiction varies: | | Jurisdiction: -
— Contracts and other civil matters under — Contract under 3300. Property recovery E‘
$1,000 not involving title to property. under $300. Property damage under $100. &
Jury trials. ] — Felony preliminaries. Misdemeanors.

Six-man jury trial.

POLICE COURTS (3) CITY COURTS (84)

3 Judges 76 Judges

Jurisdiction: ] | Jurisdiction:
— Civil cases under $300. — Civil cases under $300. T(
- Misdemeanors and city ordinance violations. | ] — Misdemeanors and city ordinance violations. -
No jury trial. No jury trial.
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ARKANSAS
SUPREME COURT

The Arkansas Supreme Court was established by
the Constitution of 1874, Article Seven, Section Four
of Article Seven sets forth the jurisdiction and powers
of the Supreme Court, and establishes in the Court
“...general superintending control over all inferior
courts of law and equity...” and grants it appellate
jurisdiction only, although Section Five provides that
“The Supreme Court shall make rules regulating the
practice of law and the professional conduct of
attorneys at law.”

The composition of the Supreme Court changed in
1981 with the January retirement of Chief Justice John
Fogleman and the expiration of terms of appointed
Associate Justices; Richard L. Mays and John F.
Stroud, Jr. Circuit Judge Richard B. Adkisson was
elected as Chief Justice. Robert Dudley and Steele
Hays were elected Associate Justices.

The Arkansas Supreme Court’s total workload is
measured in terms of appeals, petitions, and motions
(excluding those for extension of time) of which final
disposition is made during a calendar year. Workload
is also measured in another fashion: total majority
opinions written denominated into a per-justice
average.

The workload of the Supreme Court has been
altered by the establishment of the Arkansas Court of
Appeals which has been in existence over a yearand a
half. Jurisdiction of the intermediate appeliate court
was delineated by Rule 29 of the Supreme Court and
Court of Appeals. However, in an attempt to equalize
the workload of both courts, Rule 29 has been
amended to eliminate certain cases from the
jurisdiction of the Court of Appeals. The result of the
amendment has been fluctuation in caseload.

A barometer for measuring the efficiency of the
court’s operation in dealing with its workload is-its
currency, that is, whether all cases under submission
are concluded prior to the summer recess. Over the
years the Arkansas Supreme Court has compiled a
remarkable record in remaining current.

The Supreme Court’s workload of 1,084
dispositions during calendar year 1980 is'a decrease of
13% from the 1,234 dispositions in 1979,

The 512 appeals decided by the court during 1980 is
also a decrease from the 1979 statistics by 23%.
Criminal appeals filed increased from 198 in 1979 to
270 in 1980. Criminal terminations increased from 175
to 218 in 1980. Civil appeals filed increased from 317 in
1979 to 323 in 1980, a total of 6 cases. The number of
civil appeals decided decreased from 309 in 1979 to 294
in. 1980, a total of 15 cases. The filings and

terminations will continue to fluctuate from year to
year until the cases heard by the Supreme Court and
Court of Appeals remain constant.

Total petitions ruled on during 1980 was 312, an
increase of 229% over the 1979 level. Criminal petitions
increased by 24% while civil petitions increased by
20%. The total number of 1980 criminal and civil
petitions filed were 146 and 166, respectively.
Substantive motions processed during 1980 increased
by 10%. Motions for extension of time decreased by
24% during the year.

The seven justices of the Supreme Court wrote an
average of 50 opinions each during 1980, compared
with 64 opinionseach during 1979; these figures do not
include per curiams. The total of 374 majority
opinions, including per curiams, represents an average
of 53 opinions per justice in 1980. In addition to the
majority opinions, 141 other written opinions were
also filed by the justices; this figure includes 95
dissenting, 35 concurring, and 11 dissenting in
part/concurring in part. The grand total of all written
opinions during 1980 was 515, or an average of 74 per
justice.

SUPREME COURT TIME SURVEY

The Judicial Department has been tracking selected
cases through the Supreme Court in order to provide
information relating to the amount of time required to
process cases through the court system. In addition,
this survey is aimed at providing a glimpse at the
amount of time required in lower courts and in
administrative agency review boards to try those cases
which are eventually appealed to the Supreme Court,.
It is recognized that the amount of time required to
process these cases in Circuit and Chancery Courts
and through the review boards of administrative
agencies is in all likelihood greater than the time
required to process the ordinary case which is not
appealed. This is due to the generally more complex
questions of fact, law and procedure which exist in
cases appealed to the Supreme Court.

The number of cases comprising the survey does not
represent all matters presented to the Supreme Court
during the calendar year 1980; certain cases were
discarded due to the exceptional circumstances which
tended to skew the statistical objectives of the survey.
Supreme Court Cases transferred to the Court of
Appeals under Supreme Court Rule 29, and Court of
Appeals cases certified for review to the Supreme
Court under Rule 29 have been excluded from this
survey of 1980 cases. Supreme Court cases dismissed
on motion or rule have also been excluded to avoid
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skewing this survey’s statistical objectives. Overall, the
number of appeals comprising the survey represents a
measurable percentage of those matters decided by the
Supreme Court during the calendar year 1980.

Precedence of Criminal Cases

It should be noted that, under Rule 36.2 of the
Arkansas Rules of Criminal Procedure, appeals in
criminal cases take precedence over all other business
of the Supreme Court. It is apparent from the survey
information following that criminal cases are
processed through the Supreme Court in less time than
civil cases, as required by the above rule.

Continuances

Part of the time required to process cases in the
Arkansas Supreme Court is due to granting of
continuances. Generally speaking, appellants request
longer time extensions than appellees and are granted
same. Since the Supreme Court Clerk may grant only
one time extension per party without written motion,
and then not in excess of seven days, the Supreme
Court grants longer time extensions than does the
Court Clerk. It should be noted that any request foran
extension of time in excess of seven days must be in the
form of a written motion to the Court, and that, after
the Court has granted such a motion, a party may not
request the Clerk to grant an additional seven days’
extension.

I. Criminal Cases

During 1980, the Judidical Department surveyed a
total of 116 criminal cases decided by the Supreme
Court; 13 of those cases were decided after oral
argument.

A. CASES WITHOUT ORAL ARGUMENT

It took an average of 192 days, or roughly six
months, one week, and two days to process each of the
103 cases in Circuit Court. An average of 227 days
(roughly seven months and three weeks) elapsed
between trial of these cases and filing of the record
with the Supreme Court. Once the record was filed
with the Court, it took nearly 178 days (about six
months) before the average case was submitted for
decision. Once submitted, it took an average of just
over 21 days before decision by the Supreme Court.

The average time {rom record filing to decision by
the Court was 199 days, which translates roughly into
six months, two weeks, and five days. The average
time required to process the 103 surveyed cases from
filing to decision (total time in the Court System) was
618 days per-case, or about one year and § months.

The average number of days each of the 103 cases
was continued on motion of appellant was almost 28
days. The average number of days each of those cases
was continued on motion of appellee was roughly 23

days. The following table reflects the information on
Criminal cases without oral argument discussed
above:

Average #
Days
Time Sequence Per Case
a. filing to trial 192
b. trial to record filing 227
c. record filing to submission 178
d. submission to decision 21
record filing to decision 199
TOTAL, filing to decision 618

Average number days each case continued on
motion of appellant = 28

Average number days each case continued on
motion of appellee = 23

B. CASES WITHOUT ORAL ARGUMENT

It took an average of 177 days, or roughly six
months, to process each of the 13 cases in Circuit
Court. An average of about 166 days (54 months)
elapsed between trial of these cases and filing of the
record with the Supreme Court. Once the record was
filed with the Court, it took 200 days (about 6/
months) before the average case was submitted for
decision. Once submitted, it took an average of just
over 19 days before decision by the Supreme Court.

The average time from record filing to decision by
the Court was almost 220 days, which translates
roughly into seven months and ten days. The average
time required to process the 13 surveyed cases from
filing to decision (total time in the court system) was
562 days per case, or about one year, six months, and
two weeks.

The average number of dayseach of the 13 cases was
continued on motion of appellant was 30 days. The
average number of days each of those cases was
continued o motion of appellee was roughly 27 days.
The following table reflects the information  on
Criminal cases with oral argument discussed above:

Average #
Days

Time Sequence Per Case
a. filing to trial 177
b. trial to record filing 166
c. record filing to submission 200
d. submission to decision 19
record filing to decision 219
TOTAL, filing to decision 562

Average number days each case continued on
motion of appellant = 30

Average number. days cach case continued on
motion of appellee = 27
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It should be noted that criminal cases in which oral
argument is requested take precedence over criminal
cases without oral argument. As is apparent from the
statistical table above, criminal cases orally argued are
processed through the Supreme Court in less time than
are criminal cases without oral argument.

II. Civil Cases

During 1980, the Judicial Department surveyed a
total of 81 Civil Cases decided by the Supreme Court;
62 of those cases were decided without oral argument
and 19 of those cases were decided after oral argument.

A. CASES WITHOUT ORAL ARGUMENT

It took an average of 261 days, or roughly eight
months and three weeks, tu process each of the 81
cases in Circuit or Chancery Court. An average of
almost 205 days (roughly seven months) elapsed
between trial of these cases and filing of the record
with the Supreme Court. Once the record was filed
with the Court, it took nearly 130 days (about four
months) before the average case was submitted for
decision. Once submitted, it took an average of just
over 25 days before decision by the Supreme Court.

The average time from record filing to decision by
the Court was roughly 155 days, which translates into
five months. The average time required to process the
62 surveyed cases from filing to decision (total time in
the court system) was 621 days per case, or about one
year, eight months and two days.

The average number of dayseach of the 62 cases was
continued on motion of appellant was 19 days. The
average number of days each of those cases was
continued on motion of appellee was roughly 9 days.
The following table reflects the information on Civil
cases without oral argument discussed above:

Average #
Days
Time Sequence Per Case
a. filing to trial 261
b. trial to record filing 205
¢. record filing to submission 130
d. submission to decision 25
record filing to decision 155
TOTAL, filing to decision 621

Average number days each case continued on
motion of appellant = 19

Average number days each case continued on
motion of appellee = 9

B. CASES WITH ORAL ARGUMENT

It took an average of 299 days, or roughly ten
months, to process each of the 19 cases in Circuit or

Chancery Court. An average of almost 163 days
(roughly five months and two weeks) elapsed between
trial of these cases and filing of the record with the
Supreme Court. Once the record was filed with the
Court, it took 177 days (about six months) before the
average case was submitted for decision. Once
submitted, it took an average of just over 35 days
before decision by the Supreme Court.

The average time from record filing to decision by
the Court was roughly 212 days, which translates into
seven monthsand two days. The average time required
to process the 19 surveyed cases from filing to decision
(total time in the court system) was 674 days, orabout
one year, ten months, | week and two days.

The average number of days each of the 19 cases was
continued on motion of appellant was 29 days. The
average number of days each of those cases was
continued on motion of appellee was roughly 21 days.
The following table reflects the information on Civil
cases with oral argument discussed above:

Average #
Days

Time Sequence Per Case
a. filing to trial 299
h. trial to record filing 163
c. record filing to submission 177
d. submission to decision 35
record filing to decision 212
TOTAL, filing to decision 674

Average number days each case continued on
motion of appellant = 29

Average numbur days each case continued on
motion of appellee = 2|

The Supreme Court hears oral arguments on two
cases per week. As sequired by Arkansas Criminal
Procedure Rule 35.2, oral arguments in criminal cases
are set before oralarguments in civil cases. Asa result
of this procedure, opinions in civil cases without oral
argument are handed down by the Supreme Court in
less time than those opinions in civil cases orally
argued before the Court, as can be noted by the above
statistical tables on civil cases.

SUPREME COURT BOARDS
AND COMMITTEES

The Supreme Court, by constitutional authority, by
statute, and by court order is responsible for and
supervises the activities of several committees and one
board; these are as follows:

STATE BOARD OF LAW EXAMINERS
{3 vear term)

Congressional Term
District Expires
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FIRST Don M. Burge,
Blytheville 9/30/81
Carrold Ray,
Marianna 9/30/82
SECOND Fred Briner, Benton 9/30/81

Fred Ursery, Little Rock  9/30/82

THIRD Frank Huckaba,
' Mountain Home 9/30/82
J. Michael Shaw,
Fort Smith 9/30/83
FOURTH William Prewett,
El Dorado 9/30/83
Kenneth Johnson, Dumas 9/30/82
AT LARGE  John W. Walker,

Little Rock 9/30/83
Josephine Hart, Batesville 9/30/83
Don Schnipper,

Hot Springs 9/30/82

Mr. Stephen E. Safly, Executive Secretary
State Board of Examiners

P.O. Box 5133

Little Rock, Arkansas 72205

Phone (501) 375-8693

UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE
OF LAW COMMITTEE

Leroy Autrey, 4th Congressional District
Eugene Schieffler, [st Congressional District
Zack Wilson, 2nd Congressional District
Jerry Pinson, 3rd Congressional District
Mel Orender, Member-at-Large

Jerry Fleming, Member-at-Large

Wayne Hartsfield, Member-at-Large

CLIENT SECURITY FUND
(5 year term)

Congressional Term
District Expires
FIRST C.B. Nance,

West Memphis 6/30/84

SECOND Neva Talley, Little Rock  6/30/85
THIRD Robert Dawson,

Fort Smith 6/30/81
FOURTH Worth Camp, El Dorado 6/30/82
AT LARGE Wendell Hall, Benton 6/30/85

CHAIRMAN: Ms. Neva Talley
722 West Markham
Little Rock, AR 72201
Phone: 372-2756
SECRETARY: Wendell Hall
501 N. Main
Benton, AR 72015
Phone: 778-7491

COMMITTEE ON PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

The Committee on Professional Conduct receives
and investigates complaints against attorneys who are

charged with professional misconduct. Activity of this
Committee is financed by a portion of the annual
license fees. Members of the Committee are:

(7 year term)

Congressional Term -
District Expires
FIRST Caldwell T. Bennett,

Batesville 12/31/82
SECOND Jerry Winston Cavaneau,

Searcy 10/01/84
THIRD Walter Niblock,

Fayetteville 12/31/86
FOURTH Clint Huey, Warren 12/31/83

AT LARGE Susan Miller, Little Rock 12/31/86
James W. Steinsiek,

Blytheville 2/12/82

Dale Price, Little Rock 2/12/82

The Executive Secretary is Mr. Taylor Roberts,
whose address is 364 Prospect Building, 1501 North
University, Little Rock, AR 72207,

The Chairman is Walter Niblock, 20 East Mountain
Street, P.O. Drawer 818, Fayetteville, AR 72701.

MODEL JURY INSTRUCTIONS

Two committees exist which are charged with the
preparation of Model Jury Instructions.

Work of the Committee on Civil Jury Instructions
was completed several years ago; however, the
committee remains active for the purpose of updating
and revising the instructions as needed, and has
completed publication of a revised edition of the
Arkansas Model Jury Instructions (Civil), cited as
AML. Members of the committee are:

Winslow Drummond, Little Rock, Chairman
Philip S. Anderson, Jr., Little Rock
W.H. Arnold, I11, Texarkana

Justice Lyle Brown, (retired), Hope
Philip Carroll, Little Rock

Hon. Henry Woods, Little Rock
Robert L. Jones, Jr., Fort Smith

Dale Price, Little Rock

W.B. Patman, Fayetteville

Jacob Sharp, Jr., Little Rock

Justice George Rose Smith, Little Rock
Prof. Frederic K. Spies, Little Rock
Paul B. Young, Pine Bluff

Work of the Committee on Model Jury Instructions
(Criminal) was begun and then halted temporarily
until the completion of the work of the Criminal Code
Revision Commission. With the adoption of
Arkansas’ new Criminal Code and Rules of Criminal
Procedure, the Committee continued its work with
funding assistance from the Arkansas Crime
Commission. The Committee has completed its wark
and the instructions were published in 1979. Members




of the Committee are:

Bill Wilsen, Little Rock, Chairman

Justice George Rose Smith, Little Rock
Judge William Lee, (retired), Clarendon
Wayne Matthews, Pine Bluff

Jack L. Lessenberry, Little Rock

John C. Calhoun, Jr., Little Rock

Judge Harrell Simpson, (retired), Pocahontas
Judge Bill Enfield, Bentonville

Rafael Guzman, Fayetteville

Frank Newell, Little Rock

Frederick S. Ursery, Little Rock, Executive Secretary

COMMITTEE ON RULES OF PLEADING,
PRACTICE, AND PROCEDURE

Act 38 of 1973 provides that the Supreme Court
shall promulgate rules of pleading, practice and
procedure for civil cases which will supplant the
present Code of Civil Procedure. The Court appointed
the Committee in 1974 to prepare the Court’s
consideration rules governing pleading, practice, and
procedure in civil cases in all courts of the state, and
prescribing the time for and manner of taking appeals.
The committee has completed its work and the
proposed rules were filed with the Supreme Court on
November 16, 1977, The rules, adopted as modified by
the Supreme Court on December 18, 1978, became
effective on July 1, 1979,

Members of the committee are:

Judge Andrew Ponder, Newport, Chairman
David Blair, Batesville

Judge Thomas Butt, Fayetteville
Judge William H. Enfield, Bentonville
John P. Gill, Little Rock

Wendell Hall, Benton

Phil Hicky, Forrest City

Frank J. Huckaba, Mountain Home
Steve A. Matthews, Pine Bluff
William D. Newbern, Fayetteville
Judge Alex Sanderson, Texarkana
Dennis Shackleford, El Dorado

W.H. Sutton, Little Rock

Walter B. Cox, Fayetteville

Project Director:
Walter B. Cox
Attorney At Law

P.O. Box 477
Fayettevilie, AR 72701

ARKANSAS STATUTE REVISION
COMMISSION

This Commission, established by statute (Act 1945,
No. 50) is responsible for publishing the various
amendments to the statutes of Arkansas. Members
are: Ex-Officio, David Epstein, Dean, Untversity of
Arkansas Law School, Fayetteville; Ex-Officio,
Robert K. Walsh, Dean, University of Arkansas at
Little Rock Law School; Ex-Officio, Honorable Steve

Clark, Attorney General, Members of the Committee
appointed by the Supreme Court are:

4-Year Term
W.H. Sutton
Arnold Williams
Thomas Harper

Term Expires
June 30, 1983
June 30, 1983
June 30, 1983

JUDICIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE

The Judicial Planning Committee was created in
December 1976, by per curiam order of the Supreme
Court. The duties of the Judicial Planning Committee,
as set forth in such per curiam order, are to “perform
research and make recommendations on a long-range
basis to improve the administration of justice in the
Courts of Arkansas. . -Prepare an annual master plan
and a multi-year plan for improving the state court
system and...incorporate into its plans special
provisions pertaining to criminal justice in the
Courts. . .review applications to the Law Enforcement
Assistance Administration for assistance in court
projects. . .establish priorities for improving the state
court system, and to develop and coordinate programs
forimproving the courts.” Accordingly, the committee
has adopted the following goals and objectives:

(a) Define, develop, and coordinate programsand
projects for the improvement of the courts,

(b) Establish priorities for the improvement of the
courts,

(c) Develop an annual state judicial plan for the
improvement of the courts to be submitted to
the Arkansas Crime Commission for
incorporation into the comprehensive LEAA
statewide plan,

(d) Make recommendations to the Arkansas
Crime Commission for the funding of court
programs and projects.

(e) Consider and evaluate all requests from the
courts for LEAA financial assistance.

In order to insure representation of ali facets of the
court system upon the committee, the per curiam
order requires there be 17 members composed as
follows: One Supreme Court Justice, who serves as
chairman of the committee: the Attorney General or
his designee; four Circuit Judges; four Chancellors:
three Municipal Judges; one Prosecuting Attorney;
one criminal defense attorney or public defender: and
two practicing attorneys. The members of the
committee serve two-year terms. At the present time,
the membership of the committee is:

Supreme Court Justice

and Chairman Frank Holt

Attorney General’s

Designee vacant

Circuit Judges Tom F. Digby
vacant
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Randali Williams
Robert H. Williams

Thomas F. Butt

vacant

Eugene S. Harris
James Chesnutt

Chancellors

Lindsey Fairley
Charles Yingling, Jr.
Milas Hale

Municipal Judges

Prosecuting Attorney vacant
Jack Lessenberry

William H. Sutton
James H. McKenzie

Criminal Defense Attorney

Attorneys

JUDICIAL ETHICS COMMITTEE
(4 year term)

Committee members and the appointing agency are:

Term
Expires
Governor 