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INTRODUCTION 

THE PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT IS TO PROVIDE OBJECTIVE INFORMATION FOR USE IN OFFENDER RISK 
ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES 
OF THE STATE OF IOWA. OBJECTIVE EXPERIENCE DATA FOR THE IOWA SYSTEM IS SYNTHESIZED IN SUCH A 
WAY THAT JUDGMENTS CAN BE MADE AS TO THE POTENTIAL LIKELIHOOD AND SERIOUSNESS OF NEW CHARGES 
AGAINST SPECIFIED TYPES OF OFFENDERS HANDLED BY THE DEPARTMENT. WHILE THE EXPERIENCE DATA 
PRESENTED HERE SUMMARIZES PAST EXPERIENCES IN THE STATEWIDE PROBATION/PAROLE SYSTEM (DURING 
1974-1976), THE CLASSIFICATIONS AND RATINGS ARE BELIEVED TO BE RELIABLE ENOUGH TO BE APPLIED 
IN INDIVIDUAL JURISDICTIONS AND AT ANY STAGE OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROCESS AT WHICH JUDGMENTS OF OFFENDER RISK ARE MADE. 

BASED ON THE MATERIALS PRESENTED HERE, BOTH GENERAL POLICY DECISIONS AND SPECIFIC CASE-BY-CASE 
DECISIONS CONCERNING OFFENDER PLACEMENT MAY BE MADE. ENOUGH INFORMATION IS PRESENTED TO ALLOW 
AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE ROLE OF INDIVIDUAL "RISK FACTORS," AND OF THE WAY THESE FACTORS COMBINE 
TO ESTABLISH THE FINAL RISK CATEGORIES AND RATINGS. TO FACILITATE THE OFFENDER SCREENING PROCESS, 
RISK ASSESSMENT CATEGORIES ARE GROUPED INTO RISK LEVELS RANGING FROM liVERY-LOW RISK" TO "ULTRA-HIGH RISK". 

TO ALLOW TWO DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES ON liTHE DIMENSION OF RISK," DUAL RISK ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS ARE 
PROVIDED, ONE BASED ON FIVE FACTORS AND THE OTHER ON JUST TWO. IN THE ACTUAL SCREENING PROCESS, 
THE 2-FACTOR SYSTEM SHOULD BE USED ONLY AS A SUPPLEMENT TO - OR CHECK ON _ THE 5-FACTOR RATINGS. 
WHERE THEY DISAGREE, THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM IS JUDGED TO BE THE MORE ACCURATE. 

ALL INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE DEVELOPMENT, APPLICATION, OR INTERPRETATION OF MATERIAL CONTAINED HEREIN SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO: 

DARYL FISCHER, DATA COORDINATOR 
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS CENTER 
IOWA OFFICE FOR PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING 
523 E. 12TH STREET 
DES MOINES, IOWA 50319 
PH: (515) 281-8091 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

THE MATERIAL PROVIDED IN THIS DOCUMENT CONSTITUTES A FORM OF INFORMATION FEEDBACK TO CRIMINAL JUSTICE PRACTICIONERS IN 
IOWA. SPECIFICALLY, IT TAKES THE FORM OF TWO CLASSIFICATION/RATING SYSTEMS THAT EXPLAIN A GOOD DEAL OF THE VARIATION IN 
OBSERVED RECIDIVISM RATES AMONG CORRECTIONS CLIENTS IN THE STATE. THESE SYSTEMS WERE DEVELOPED FROM COMPUTER-ASSISTED 
ANALYSES OF OFFENDER CHARACTERISTICS AND CASE OUTCOME DATA FOR 6337 INDIVIDUALS RELEASED BY DISCHARGE, REVOCATION, OR 
ABSCONSION FROM ADULT PROBATION AND PAROLE CASELOADS IN IOWA DURING THE THREE-YEAR PERIOD 1974-1976. BOTH PROBATIONERS 
AND PAROLEES (MISDEMEANANTS AND FELONS) WERE CONSIDERED TO LESSEN THE SCREENING EFFECTS OF SENTENCING AND PAROLE RELEASE 
DECISIONS. BASED ON THE INCLUSIVE NATURE OF THE SAMPLE AND THE CARE EXERCISED IN DATA ANALYSIS, SPECIFIED OFFENDER 
CLASSIFICATIONS ARE JUDGED TO REFLECT TRUE RELATIVE CONTINGENCIES FOR FUTURE CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR AMONG PERSONS CHARGED 
WITH OR CONVICTED OF CRIMINAL OFFENSES IN THIS STATE. 

TO DEVELOP USEFUL CLASSIFICATIONS, INFORMATION ON NEW CRIMINAL CHARGES AGAINST MEMBERS OF THE 6337-MEMBER STUDY POP­
ULATION WAS BROKEN OUT ACCORDING TO A WIDE RANGE OF CHARACTERISTICS OF THE OFFENDERS CONCERNED. AS WITH PREVIOUS STUDIES 
OF A SIMILAR NATURE, SEVERAL KEY VARIABLES WERE IDENTIFIED THAT EXHIBIT CONSISTENTLY STRONG ASSOCIATIONS WITH THE PRO­
BABILITY AND POTENTIAL SERIOUSNESS OF RECIDIVISM. IN FACT, RECENT ANALYSES OF PROBATION/PAROLE OUTCOME DATA FOR THE YEARS 
1977-1978 CONFIRM THE VALIDITY OF THE KEY INDICATORS AND SELECTED COMBINATIONS. FOR THE SAKE OF SIMPLICITY, EFFICIENCY, 
AND UNDERSTANDING, THE NUMBER OF EXPLANATORY VARIABLES REFLECTED IN THE FINAL CLASSIFICATIONS IS KEPT TO A MINIMUM. 

THE METHOD USED TO INTERRELATE CHOSEN PREDICTORS (VARIABLES) INVOLVES DIRECTLY COMBINING CATEGORIES FROM INDIVIDUAL PRE­
DICTORS INTO MULTI-FACTOR "CONFIGURATIONS." FOR EXAMPLE, THE CATEGORY "AGE 18/PRIOR ARREST/NO PRIOR INCARCERATION" IS 
A CONFIGURATION OF THREE INDIVIDUAL CATEGORIES DRAWN FROM THE THREE PREDICTORS AGE, NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS, AND NUMBER 
OF PRIOR INCARCERATIONS. FINAL CLASSIFICATIONS, THEN, CONSIST OF THE FULL-RANGE OF CONFIGURATIONS COVERING CASES IN THE STUDY POPULATION. 

DURING THE COURSE OF THE STUDY, EVERY EFFORT WAS MADE TO DEVELOP CLASSIFICATIONS THAT WERE BOTH INTUITIVE AND MEANINGFUL, 
AS WELL AS POWERFUL. THUS, CARE WAS TAKEN TO GROUP DATA IN "LOGICAL" COMBINATIONS THAT COULD BE SUPPORTED BY AN UNDER­
LYING THEORY OF THE PATTERNS OF BEHAVIOR INVOLVED. THIS FACT SHOULD MAKE THE FINAL CLASSIFICATIONS EMINENTLY APPLICABLE, 
IN THAT RATIONAL ARGUMENTS CAN BE OFFERED IN SUPPORT OF SPECIFIED DISTINCTIONS. THE FACT THAT THE RATINGS CAN BE TRACED 
TO PARTICULAR COMBINATIONS OR CONFIGURATIONS OF CHARACTERISTICS IS THE KEY TO THIS ADVANTAGE. SOME SYSTEMS, SUCH AS THOSE 
INVOLVING ADDITIVE "POINTSII ASSIGNED TO SPECIFIED RISK FACTORS, DISGUISE THE UNDERLYING CONFIGURATIONS AND DISALLOW THIS TYPE OF SUPPORTIVE ARGUMENT. 

AS STATED IN THE INTRODUCTION, THIS DOCUMENT DETAILS TWO INDEPENDENT RISK ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS, ONE BASED ON FIVE FACTORS 
AND THE OTHER ON JUST TWO. THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM, WHICH IS DESCRIBED FIRST, IS BASED ON FIVE KEY VARIABLES THAT SHOW CON­
SISTENTLY STRONG RELATIONSHIPS WITH OBSERVED RECIDIVISM RATES IN IOWA, NAMELY CURRENT AGE (AT RELEASE), AGE AT FIRST ARREST, 
NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS, NUMBER OF PRIOR INCARCERATIONS, AND THE TYPE OF CONVICTING (OR CHARGED) OFFENSE. THE 2-FACTOR SYSTEM 
IS BASED ON CURRENT AGE AND THE LEVEL OF THE OFFENDER1S MOST SERIOUS PRIOR JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT, WHICH CONSIDERS SELECTED 
ASPECTS OF THE OFFENDER1S PRIOR ARREST, PROBATION, AND INCARCERATION RECORDS. FOR PURPOSES OF RISK ASSESSMENT, THE 5-FACTOR 
SYSTEM IS JUDGED TO BE THE MORE ACCURATE (AND POWERFUL) AND THUS IS RECOMMENDED FOR DIRECT SCREENING PURPOSES. 

THE 2-FACTOR SYSTE~" IS OFFERED FOR TWO PURPOSES. FIRST, IT CAN PROVIDE ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE ON IIWHyl1 ,AN OFFENDER MAY BE 
RATED AS A GOOD OR POOR RISK, AND THUS SERVES TO GIVE FURTHER BASIS FOR ARGUING A GIVEN ASSESSMENT. SECOND, THE SYSTEM 
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GIVES SUPPORT AND CLARITY TO SOME OF THE POTENTIALLY NON-INTUITIVt OR POSSIBLY UNCONVINCING RATINGS OF THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM. 
FOR EXAMPLE, THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM MIGHT RATE A PREVIOUSLY IMPRISONED OFFENDER AS A BETTER RISK THAN A NEVER-IMPRISONED 
COUNTERPART. THE 2-FACTOR SYSTEM WOULD CLARIFY THIS APPARENT DISCREPANCY BY DIRECTLY SPECIFYING RECIDIVISM RESULTS AND 
COMPARATIVE RISK RATINGS BASED ON AGE AND PRIOR PRISON (AND NON-PRISON) RECORD. 

IN LAYING OUT THE PARTICULARS OF BOTH SYSTEMS, RECIDIVISM RESULTS ARE GIVEN FOR INDIVIDUAL PREDICTORS AND FOR THE FINAL 
CLASSIFICATIONS. IN ADDITION, FOR THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM, SELECTED 2-FACTOR AND 3-FACTOR RESULTS ARE PRESENTED AS A LEAD-IN 
TO THE 5-FACTOR MATERIAL. AGAIN, THE AIM IS TO ALLOW AS MUCH UNDERSTANDING OF THE FINAL DISTINCTIONS AS POSSIBLE. 

TO STUDY THE RECIDIVISM PHENOMENON, ItNEW CHARGE RATES It WERE DEFINED THAT WOULD REFLECT 1) ALL CHARGES (UP TO 3 PER OFFENDER) 
FILED AGAINST STUDY SUBJECTS DURING THE PROBATION/PAROLE SUPERVISION PERIOD, 2) THE SERIOUSNESS OF NEW CHARGES, AND 3) 
THE FREQUENCY OF NEW CHARGES IN TIME (PER UNIT OF SUPERVISION TIME). A GENERAL DEFINITION OF NEW CHARGE RATE WAS ADOPTED AS 
FOLLOWS: NEW CHARGES PER 100 MAN-YEARS OF SUPERVISION. THUS, IF A 10-MEMBER GROUP RECORDED 20 NEW CHARGES DURING A TOTAL 
SUPERVISION PERIOD OF 110 MONTHS, THEN THE NEW CHARGE RATE FOR THE GROUP WOULD BE 20 CHARGES PER 9.2 MAN-YEARS OR 218 CHARGES 
PER 100 MAN-YEARS OF SUPERVISION. 

TO ALLOW FOR THE' SERIOUSNESS OF NEW CHARGES, SEPARATE NEW CHARGE RATES WERE COMPUTED FOR SEVEN OFFENSE CATEGORIES, INCLUDING 
1) VIOLENT-PART I, 2) PROPERTY-PART I, 3) PERSONS/WEAPONS-PART II, 4) PROPERTY-PART II, 5) DRUG-RELATED, 6) ALCOHOL-RELATED, 
AND 7) MISCELLANEOUS-PART II. PART I VIOLENT CRIMES INCLUDE MURDER/MANSLAUGHTER, FORCIBLE RAPE, ROBBERY, AND AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULT, WHILE PART I PROPERTY CRIMES INCLUDE BURGLARY (OR BREAKING AND ENTERING), LARCENY-THEFT, AND MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT. 
EXCEPT FOR NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER, PART I CRIMES ARE PRECISELY THOSE REPORTED CRIMES USED TO COMPUTE CRIMES RATES. PART 
II PERSONS/WEAPONS CRIMES INCLUDE SIMPLE ASSAULTS, SEX OFFENSES EXCLUDING FORCIBLE RAPE, FAMILY OFFENSES, AND WEAPONS CRIMES. 
PART II PROPERTY CRIMES INCLUDE BAD CHECKS/FRAUD, FORGERY, EMBEZZLEMENT, STOLEN PROPERTY, VANDALISM, AND ARSON. DRUG-RELATED 
CRIMES INCLUDE POSSESSION AND DELIVERY OFFENSES, AND ALCOHOL-RELATED CRIMES DRUNKENNESS, DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE, AND 
OTHER STRICTLY ALCOHOL-RELATED CRIMES. MISCELLANEOUS PART II CRIMES INCLUDE MORALS CRIMES, CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC JUSTICE 
AND AUTHORITY (ESCAPE, ETC.), CONSPIRACY, MOTOR VEHICLE OFFENSES (EXCEPT DRUNKEN DRIVING AND MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT), AND OTHERS. 

EACH OF THE TABLES TO FOLLOW GIVES 13 ITEMS OF INFORMATION FOR ANY INDIVIDUAL OFFENDER CATEGORY, INCLUDING TOTAL CASES, 
AVERAGE (MEAN) MONTHS OF SUPERVISION (ALL TYPES OF RELEASE), INDIVIDUAL NEW CHARGE RATES FOR THE SEVEN OFFENSE CATEGORIES 
SPECIFIED ABOVE, RATES FOR ItALL PART I" AND ItALL PART lIlt CATEGORIES, AN "ALL CHARGES It RATE, AND A ItWEIGHTED RATE.1t 

THE WEIGHTED RATE APPEARING IN THE TABLES REFLECTS A SERIOUSNESS WEIGHTING SCHEME FOR THE SEVEN NEW CHARGE CATEGORIES AS 
FOLLOWS: VIOLENT-PART I = 4, PROPERTY-PART I, PERSONS/WEAPONS-PART II = 3, PROPERTY-PART II = 2, AND DRUG-RELATED, 
ALCOHOL-RELATED, MISCELLANEOUS-PART II = 1. TO OBTAIN A WEIGHTED RATE, THE WEIGHTED SUM OF THE SEVEN INDIVIDUAL NEW 
CHARGE RATES IS COMPUTED AND THEN THE RESULT IS DIVIDED BY THE AVERAGE WErGHT OF ALL NEW CHARGES IN THE STUDY POPULATION 
(1.9179). FOR THE TOTAL POPULATION, THIS SCHEME YIELDS THE SAME RESULT AS THE ALL CHARGES RATE (35.2). 

FOR ANY INDIVIDUAL CATEGORY, THE WEIGHTED RATE WILL BE HIGHER THAN THE ALL CHARGES RATE IF NEW CHARGES IN THE CATEGORY ARE 
TYPICALLY MORE SERIOUS THAN NORMAL, AND WILL BE LOWER IF THE REVERSE IS TRUE. GENERALLY, IF A GROUP HAS A RELATIVELY HIGHER 
RATE OF NEW PART I CHARGES (ESPECIALLY VIOLENT) AS COMPARED TO PART II CHARGES, THE WEIGHTED RATE WILL BE THE HIGHER OF THE 
TWO, CONVERSELY, IF PART II CRIMES (SUCH AS ALCOHOL-RELATED) ARE ATYPICALLY HIGH, THE ALL CHARGES RATE WILL BE THE HIGHER 
OF THE TWO. IN MOST CASES, THE WEIGHTED RATE IS THE BEST INDICATOR OF BOTH THE FREQUENCY AND THE SERIOUSNESS OF NEW CHARGES 
AGAINST A GROUP OF OFFENDERS. ACCORDINGLY, THE WEIGHTED RATE IS USED TO ESTABLISH RISK LEVELS FOR THE TWO SYSTEMS. 
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5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 
DESCRIPTIVE OVERVIEW 

AS DESCRIBED ABOVE THE 5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM IS BASED ON FIVE KEY PREDICTORS OF RECIDIVISM AS FOLLOWS: 

CURRENT AGE 
AGE AT FIRST ARREST 
NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS 
NUMBER OF PRIOR INCARCERATIONS 
TYPE OF CONVICTING (OR CHARGED) OFFENSE 

ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE~ THESE FIVE ITEMS ARE CAREFULLY DEFINED TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY IN SCORING. 

ON PAGES 8-12~ NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CATEGORIES OF EACH DF THE FIVE VARIABLES ARE ITEMIZED. A BRIEF DISCUSSION OF THIS MATERIAL IS OFFERED ON PAGE 7. 

ON PAGE 14~ NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONFIGURATIONS OF CURRENT AGE AND AGE AT FIRST ARREST ARE GIVEN~ WITH A DISCUSSION ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE. 

ON PAGES 17-21~ NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONFIGURATIONS OF CURRENT AGE~ AGE AT FIRST ARREST~ AND NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS~ ARE OFFERED~ WITH A-DIStussfON ON PAGE 15-16. 

ON PAGES 24-29~ NEW CHARGE RATES FOR THE FINAL 5-FACTOR CONFIGURATIONS ARE GIVEN~ WITH CATEGORIES GROUPED ACCORDING TO CURRENT AGE. A DISCUSSION APPEARS ON PAGES 22-23. 

ON PAGES~ 32-36~ THE 5-FACTOR CATEGORIES (AND ASSOCIATED RATES) ARE LISTED IN DESCENDING ORDER OF THE WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE (LAST COLUMN)~ WITH A DISCUSSION ON PAGES 30-31. 

ON PAGE 37~ THE 5-FACTOR CONFIGURATIONS ARE GROUPED~ ACCORDING TO THE MAGNITUDE OF THE WEIGHTED RATE~ INTO 8 OFFENDER RISK 
LEVELS (OR RATINGS). RATINGS RANGE FROM VERY-LOW RISK TO ULTRA-HIGH RISK. FOR EACH RATING~ THE CORRESPONDING RANGE OF 
THE WEIGHTED RATE IS GIVEN~ ALONG WITH THE TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES SO-CATEGORIZED IN THE STUDY POPULATION. DUE TO MISSING DATA~ THE OVERALL TOTAL FOR THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM IS REDUCED FROM 6337 TO 5662. 

ON PAGE 38~ NEW CHARGE RATES FOR THE 8-LEVEL RATING SYSTEM ARE OFFERED. 

ON PAGE 40~ A SAMPLE CODING FORM IS INCLUDED~ WITH CODING INSTRUCTIONS ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE. 

FINALLY~ ON PAGES 41-43~ THE OVERALL 5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM IS DISCUSSED~ AND INTERPRETIVE COMMENTS ARE OFFERED. 
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CURRENT AGE: 

ITEM DEFINITIONS 
5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 

ALL REFERENCES TO "CURRENT AGE" ARE TO THE AGE OF THE OFFENDER AT THE TIME RELEASE WOULD 
BE CONSIDERED. THE FACT THAT STATISTICS PRESENTED BELOW REFER TO "AGE AT PROBATION/PAROLE 
RELEASE" REFLECTS NO MORE THAN THE FACT THAT OBSERVED NEW CHARGE RATES CONCERN PAST PRO­
BATION AND PAROLE EXPERIENCE. THE FINAL RATINGS, HOWEVER, CAN BE APPLIED TO OFFENDERS CON­
SIDERED FOR RELEASE AT ANY STAGE OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROCESS. 

AGE AT FIRST ARREST: 

THIS ITEM REFERS TO THE EARLIEST AGE AT WHICH THE OFFENDER WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY AND CHARGED 
WITH A CRIMINAL OFFENSE. THIS "FIRST" ARREST NEED NOT HAVE LED TO FORMAL PROCEEDINGS IN COURT 
OR TO A FINDING OF GUILT. THE SAME APPLIES TO ANY OTHER USE OF THE TERM "ARREST." 

NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS: 

THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ARRESTS, BOTH AS A JUVENILE AND AS AN ADULT, OCCURRING PRIOR TO THE MOST RECENT ARREST. 

NUMBER OF PRIOR INCARCERATIONS: 

THE TOTAL NUMBER OF POST-CONVICTION INCARCERATIONS, BOTH AS A JUVENILE AND AS AN ADULT, IN 
WHICH THE INCARCERATION WAS IMPOSED AS A SENTENCE BY THE COURT. ALL JUVENILE AND ADULT 
COMMITMENTS AND COUNTY JAIL TERMS ARE TO BE COUNTED, INCLUDING INCARCERATIONS OF PROBATION 
VIOLATORS. RETURNS FOR VIOLATION OF A PAROLE OR OTHER POST-RELEASE CONDITION ARE NOT TO BE COUNTED AS PRIOR INCARCERATIONS. 

TYPE OF CONVICTING (OR CHARGED) OFFENSE: 

THIS ITEM REFERS TO THE GENERAL CATEGORY OF THE MOST SERIOUS OFFENSE FOR WHICH THE OFFENDER IS 
CURRENTLY CHARGED OR CONVICTED. IN THE 5-FACTOR RISK ASSESSMENT SCORING SYSTEM, MOST SERIOUS 
OFFENSES ARE GROUPED INTO THE SAME TYPES OR CATEGORIES AS ARE NEW CHARGES, NAMELY VIOLENT-PART 
I, PROPERTY-PART I, PERSONS/WEAPONS-PART II, DRUG-RELATED, ALCOHOL-RELATED, AND MISCELLANEOUS_ PART II. 
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-SINGLE FACTOR RATES 
5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 

ON THE FOLLOWING FIVE PAGES, NEW CHARGE RATES ARE DELINEATED FOR CATEGORIES OF THE FIVE VARIABLES UNDERLYING THE 5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM. 

... 

AS WITH ALL SUCH TABLES APPEARING IN THIS DOCUMENT, TOTAL CASES, AVERAGE MONTHS OF SUPERVISION (PER OFFENDER), AND ELEVEN 
NEW CHARGE RATES - AS PREVIOUSLY DEFINED - ARE GIVEN FOR EACH CATEGORY. AT THE BOTTOM OF EACH TABLE, COMPOSITE NEW CHARGE 
RATES (ALL CASES) AND THE TOTAL NUMBER OF NEW CHARGES OF EACH TYPE IN THE STUDY POPULATION ARE GIVEN. 

THE FOLLOWING BASIC PATTERNS EMERGE FROM AN EXAMINATION OF THE FIVE TABLES: 

CURRENT AGE 

1. DISPROPORTIONATELY LARGE NUMBERS OF CASES FALL IN THE LOWER AGE CATEGORIES. NUMBERS OF CASES DECREASE STEADILY WITH 
INCREASING AGE. (FIVE-YEAR TOTALS SHOULD BE DIVIDED BY FIVE TO BETTER DISCERN THIS PATTERN.) 

2. PROPERTY-PART I, DRUG-RELATED, MISCELLANEOUS-PART II, ALL CHARGES, AND WEIGHTED RATES SHOW SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS 
WITH ADVANCING AGE. NOTE~ IN PARTICULAR, THE EXTREMELY HIGH RATE (21.3) OF NEW PART I PROPERTY CHARGES AMONG 18-YEAR-OLDS. 

3. THE VIOLENT-PART I RATE PEAKS IN THE 25-29 AGE RANGE (3.1) AND IS HIGHEST IN THE 21-34 RANGE. THE RATE IS MUCH LOWER 
FOR 18-YEAR-OLDS (1.1) AND FOR AGE GROUPS 35 OR OVER (0.6-1.1). 

4. ALCOHOL-RELATED CHARGES PEAK IN THE 35-39 AGE RANGE (10.7) AND ARE HIGHEST IN THE 35 OR OVER RANGE. 

5. THE PART I NEW CHARGE RATE SHOWS MUCH MORE ASSOCIATION WITH AGE THAN THE PART II RATE, AND THE WEIGHTED RATE MORE 
ASSOCIATION THAN THE ALL CHARGES RATE, ALTHOUGH THE LATTER STILL SHOWS A STRONG ASSOCIATION. 

AGE AT FIRST ARREST 

1. DISPROPORTIONATELY LARGE NUMBERS OF CASES FALL IN THE FIRST ARREST AGE CATEGORIES 16-17 AND 18-19. 

2. VIOLENT-PART I AND PROPERTY-PART I RATES DECREASE SUBSTANTIALLY WITH INCREASING AGE AT FIRST ARREST. BOTH RATES ARE 
ESPECIALLY HIGH FOR THOSE FIRST ARRESTED BEFORE THE AGE OF 13. THE PROPERTY-PART I RATE IS ESPECIALLY LOW FOR THOSE FIRST ARRESTED AT AGE 24 OR OVER. 

3. PART II RATES DECREASE WITH ADVANCING AGE AT FIRST ARREST, ALTHOUGH THE RELATIONSHIP IS NOT NEAR AS STRONG AS IS THE CASE WITH PART I RATES. 

4. AS WAS THE CASE WITH CURRENT AGE, THE WEIGHTED RATE SHOWS A STRONGER ASSOCIATION WITH AGE AT FIRST ARREST THAN DOES 'THE ALL CHARGES RATE. 
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NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS 

1. ALL NEW CHARGE CATEGORIES SHOW INCREASING NEW CHARGE RATES WITH INCREASING NUMBERS OF PRIOR ARRESTS. 

2. RATES ARE SUBSTANTIALLY LOWER FOR THOSE WITH NO PRIOR ARREST. 

3. THE VIOLENT-PART I RATE IS ESPECIALLY HIGH FOR THOSE WITH SEVEN OR MORE PRIOR ARRESTS. 

4. THE PROPERTY-PART I RATE IS HIGH FOR THOSE WITH THREE OR MORE PRIOR ARRESTS. 

5. THE ALCOHOL-RELATED RATE IS HIGH FOR THOSE WITH SIX OR MORE PRIOR ARRESTS. 

6. THE PERSONS/WEAPONS-PART II AND ALCOHOL-RELATED RATES ARE ESPECIALLY HIGH FOR THOSE WITH EIGHT OR MORE PRIOR ARRESTS. 

NUMBER OF PRIOR INCARCERATIONS 

1. NEW CHARGE RATES ARE MUCH HIGHER FOR THOSE WITH PRIOR INCARCERATIONS THAN FOR THOSE WITHOUT THEM. 

2. THE VIOLENT-PART I RATE IS ESPECIALLY HIGH - AND THE MISCELLANEOUS-PART II RATE HIGH - FOR THOSE WITH FOUR OR MORE 
PRIOR INCARCERATIONS. 

3. THE PERSONS/WEAPONS-PART II AND ALCOHOL-RELATED RATES ARE ESPECIALLY HIGH FOR THOSE WITH FIVE OR MORE PRIOR INCARCERATIONS. 

TYPE OF CONVICTING OFFENSE 

1. INDIVIDUAL NEW CHARGE RATES ARE UNIFORMLY HIGHEST FOR THE MATCHING CONVICTING OFFENSE CATEGORY (PROPERTY-PART I HIGHEST 
FOR PROPERTY-PART I~ ETC.) 

2. THOSE CONVICTED OF PART I-PROPERTY CRIMES SHOW THE HIGHEST OVERALL - WEIGHTED AND UNWEIGHTED - NEW CHARGE RATES. 

3. NEW CHARGE RATES ARE SUBSTANTIALLY LOWER FOR THOSE CONVICTED OF DRUG OR ALCOHOL-RELATED CRIMES, AND ESPECIALLY SO FOR 
THE LATTER. 
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TABLE 

NEW CHARGES RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA I 

1974-1976 
BY AGE AT RELEASE ON PROBATION/PAROLE 

AVG. MONTHS 
OF SUPER- PRO- PERSONS/ PRO- DRUG- ALCOHO L- MISCEL-

AGE AT PROBATION/ TOTAL VISION VIOLENT- PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- PERTY- RE- RE- LANEOUS- ALL ALL WEIGHTED 
PAROLE RELEASE CASES (MEAN) PART I PART I PART I PART I I PART II LATED LATED PART II PART II CHARGES RATE2 

18 691 11.0 1.1 21.3 22.4 3.0 7.4 6.5 5.5 13.4 35.9 58.3 61.5 

19 728 10.9 2 . 0 11.9 13.9 3.6 5.7 5.7 7.7 10.4 33.3 47.2 46.9 

20 628 11. 7 2 . 1 9.1 11.2 1.5 5 . 1 6.9 6.4 8.0 27.8 39.0 37.5 

21 - 24 1706 11. 6 2.5 7.7 10.2 2.8 5.8 4.2 4.8 6.8 24.4 34.6 36.0 

25 - 29 982 12. 7 3. 1 6.4 9.5 2.0 4.8 2.2 5.ft 7.6 22.0 31.5 32.6 

30 34 483 11. 8 2 . 3 2.9 5. 3 3.2 5 . 3 2 . 1 5 . 7 7.8 24.0 29.3 27.5 

35 - 39 340 10.9 0.6 ft.2 4.8 1.0 4.9 1.3 1 0 . 7 3.2 21.1 25.9 22.5 

40 44 260 12.6 1.1 2.2 3.3 1.5 2.9 0.7 7.3 4.4 16.8 20.1 17.6 

45 - 49 196 12.0 1.0 1.0 2 . 0 1.0 2.6 0.5 9.2 2.6 15.9 17. 9 14.4 

50+ 323 11.4 0.6 1.0 1.6 0.6 1.9 0.0 8. 1 1.3 12.0 13.6 10.7 

ALL AGES 6337 11. 7 2 . 0 8. 1 10. 1 2.4 5.2 3.7 6.2 7.5 25. 1 35.2 35.2 .. ..-
TOTAL CHARGES (126) (501) (627) (145) (320) (230) (383) (463) (1541) (2168) (2168) 

1 NEW CHARGE RATES REFLECT THE TOTAL NUMBER OF NEW CHARGES PER 100 MAN-YEARS OF PROBATION/PAROLE SUPERVISION. 

2 THE WEIGHTED RATE ASSUMES A SERIOUSNESS RANKING OF THE SEVEN NEW CHARGE CATEGORIES AS FOLLOWS: VIOLENT-PART 1=4, PROPER1y­
PART 1=3, PERSONS/WEAPONS-PART 11=3, PROPERTY-PART 11=2, DRUG-RELATED=l, ALCOHOL-RELATED=l, MISCELLANEOUS-PART 11=1. 
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AGE AT TOTAL 
FIRST ARREST CASES 
0 - 12 219 

13 - 14 400 

15 302 

16 17 921 

18 - 19 1442 

20 21 767 

22 - 25 753 

26 - 29 280 

30 - 98 737 

ALL 0 FFENDE RS 6337 

TOTAL CHARGES 

J 

.-

AVG. MONTHS 
OF SUPER-

TABLE 

NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 
1974-1976 

BY AGE AT FIRST ARREST 

PRO- PERSONS/ PRO- DRUG- ALCOHO L-VISION VIOLENT- PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- PERTY- RE- RE-(MEAN) PART I PART I PART I PART II PART I I LATED LATED 
11. 2 7.3 28.9 36.2 3.4 6.4 7.3 8.3 

11. 7 4.6 16.9 21.5 5.6 10.0 6.9 7.9 

11.7 3.4 15.6 19.0 4.8 7.8 5.4 8.2 

11.4 2.9 12.0 14.9 3.0 4.9 5. 7 10.3 

11.5 1.5 8.2 9.7 2.2 5.4 4.8 4.0 

11.7 1.9 5.5 7.4 1.5 5.5 3 . 5 4.8 

12.0 1.1 4.0 5 . 1 1.9 4.4 1.5 4.9 

12.2 0.7 1.8 2.5 1.1 4.9 1.1 6.0 

11.4 0.4 0.6 1.0 0.9 1.5 o . 6 4.9 
11. 7 2 . 0 8. 1 10. 1 2.4 5.2 3.7 6.2 

(126) (501) (627) (145) (320) (230) (383) 

-]0-

. . 

MISCEL-
LANEOUS- ALL ALL WEIGHTED 

PART II PART I I CHARGES RATE 
13.7 39. 1 75.3 87.7 

9.0 39.4 60.9 67.6 

11. 9 38.1 57. 1 60.4 

1 2 . 0 35.9 50.8 49.2 

7.9 24.3 34.0 33.7 

4.5 19.8 27.2 27.3 

5.6 18.3 23.4 22.4 

6.3 19.4 21.9 18. 1 

3.0 10.9 11.9 9.2 

7.5 25. 1 35.2 35.2 

(463) (1541) (2168) (2168) 
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TABLE 
NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 

1974-1976 
BY NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS 

AVG. MONTHS 
OF SUPER- PRO- PERSONS/ PRO- DRUG- ALCOHOL- MISCEL-:-

NUMBER OF TOTAL VISION VIOLENT- PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- PERTY- RE- RE- LANEOUS- ALL ALL WEIGHTED 

PRIOR ARRESTS CASES (MEAN) PART I PART I PART I PART II PART II LATED LATED PART I I PART II CHARGES RATE 
NONE 2227 11. 3 0.5 3.8 4.3 1.1 2.7 2 .0 2 . 5 4.4 12.7 17.0 16.2 ONE 946 11.9 1.4 6.7 8. 1 1.9 4.8 3.6 5.6 7.0 22.9 31.0 29.8 TWO 604 11. 7 2.2 7. 1 9.3 2 . 9 6 . 1 4.2 6 . 5 9.5 29.2 38.5 37. 1 THREE 458 12. 1 2.4 12.0 14.4 1.5 6. 1 6.6 6.3 7 . 6 28.1 42.5 43.2 FOUR 330 1 2 . 5 1.7 9.9 11. 6 2.0 5.5 6.1 4.1 8. 1 25.8 37.4 37.4 FIVE 237 12. 1 1.3 11. 0 12.3 3.4 9.3 3.4 5.5 11. 4 33.0 45.3 45.5 SIX 175 12.4 2.8 14.4 17.2 2.8 11. 1 5 . 0 9.4 6.6 34.9 5 2 . 1 55.3 SEVEN 120 12.9 8.5 13.2 21.7 3. 1 3 . 9 7.0 10.9 13.2 38.1 59.8 63.5 EIGHT OR MORE 784 11. 2 5.5 16.8 22.3 6.2 8. 1 4.5 16.7 13.9 49.4 71. 7 74.2 ALL OFFENDERS 6337 11. 7 2.0 8. 1 10. 1 2.4 5 . 2 3.7 6.2 7.5 25. 1 35.2 35.2 

TOTAL CHARGES 
(126) (501) (627) (145) (320 ) (230) (383) (463) (1541) (2168) (2168) 
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TABLE " 
NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 

1974-1976 
, BY NUMBER OF PRIOR INCARCERATIONS , 
I 

[, 
I 

AVG. MONTHS 
NUMBER OF OF SUPER- PRO- PERSONS/ PRO- DRUG- ALCOHOL- MISCEL-
PRIOR TOTAL VISION V 10 LENT- PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- PERTY- RE- RE- LANEOUS- ALL ALL WEIGHTED 
INCARCERATIONS CASES (MEAN) PART I PART I PART I PART II PART I I LATED LATED PART I I PART II CHARGES RATE 

NONE 3763 11. 7 1.1 5.4 6.5 1.8 4.9 3.0 .4.4 6.0 20.1 26.6 25. 7 

ONE 691 12.4 2.4 12. 7 15. 1 2.5 6.9 5.3 6.7 10.6 32.0 47.1 47.8 

TWO 353 11. 7 2.0 15.4 17.4 2.9 6.7 5.2 8.4 9.6 32.8 50.2 51.9 

THREE 227 10.8 3.4 17. 1 20.5 2.9 11.3 8 . 3 9.3 8.3 40.1 60.6 63. 7 

FOUR 142 11. 9 7.8 14.9 22.7 1.4 7.8 5.7 1 2 . 1 14.9 41.9 64.6 66.9 

FIVE OR MORE 307 10.6 8 . 9 12.5 21.3 8.9 10.0 3.0 17.3 15.5 54.7 76.0 81. 1 
! 
t 
I 

~ .. ALL OFFENDERS 6337 11. 7 2 . 0 8. 1 10. 1 2.4 5.2 3.7 6.2 7.5 25. 1 35.2 35.2 ! 
~ 

TOTAL CHARGES (126) (501) (627) (145) (320 ) (230) (383) (463) (1541) (2168) (2168) i 
.,. ! 
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TYPE OF TOTAL 
CONVICTING OFFENSE CASES 

VIOLENT-PART I 449 

PROPERTY-PART I 1863 

PERSONS/WEAPONS- 255 
PART II 

PROPERTY-PART I I 1221 

DRUG-RELATED 1215 

ALCOHOL-RELATED 882 

MISCELLANEOUS- 452 
PART I I 

ALL OFFENSES 6337 

TOTAL CHARGES 

... 

-'" . 

1 ( 

TABLE 

NEW CHARGES RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 
1974-1976 

BY TYPE OF CONVICTING OFFENSE 

AVG. MONTHS 
OF S UPER- PRO- PERSONS/ PRO- D~UG- ALCOHOL-

VISION VIOLENT- PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- PERTY- RE- RE-
(MEAN) PART I PART I PART I PART II PART II LATED LATED 

14.7 6.2 4.7 10.9 2.9 3.8 1.4 6.7 

12.9 1.9 14.2 16. 1 3. 1 5.8 3.7 5.5 

12.0 2.4 4.3 6.7 5.9 5.9 2.0 2.7 

12.6 1.6 7.3 8.9 1.8 9.7 2 . 9 4.8 

10. 1 1.3 4.2 5 . 7 1.1 2.4 8.8 5.0 

9.5 0.6 0.7 1.3 1.4 o . 9 0.6 12.2 

10.7 2 . 2 9.5 11. 7 1.7 3.0 2. 7 7.7 

11.7 2 . 0 8. 1 10. 1 2.4 5.2 3.7 6.2 

(126) (501) (627) (145) (320) (230) (383) 
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MISCEL-
LANEOUS- ALL ALL WEIGHTED 

PART I I PART II CHARGES RATE 

8.0 22.8 33.7 37.3 

8. 1 26.3 42.4 46.2 

9.4 25.9 32.6 32. 1 

6.8 25.9 34.8 35.4 

5.7 22.7 28.4 23. 7 

4.5 19.6 20.9 14.5 

14.2 29.4 41. 1 38.2 .-
\ 

7.5 25. 1 35.2 35.2 

(463) (1541) (2168) (2168) 
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2-FACTOR RATES 
5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 
GROUPED BY CURRENT AGE 

THE TABLE ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE ITEMIZES NEW CHARGE RATES FOR SELECTED COMBINATIONS OF CURRENT AGE AND AGE AT FIRST 
ARREST. HENCEFORTH, WITH REGARD TO THE 5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM, CURRENT AGE AND AGE AT FIRST ARREST CATEGORIES ARE 
GROUPED AS INDICATED IN THE TABLE. THE ONE EXCEPTION IS THAT .3-FACTOR AND 5-FACTOR RATES FOR THOSE OF CURRENT AGE 
35 OR OVER WILL IGNORE AGE AT FIRST ARREST, AND THUS WILL CONSTITUTE 2-FACTOR AND 4-FACTOR RATES. NOTE THAT, IN 
THE FOLLOWING TABLE, THOSE WITH NO PRIOR ARREST ARE DISTINGUISHED FROM THOSE WITH A PRIOR ARREST. 

FROM THE TABLE, IT CAN BE SEEN THAT AGE AT FIRST ARREST MAINTAINS A STRONG ASSOCIATION WITH NEW CHARGE RATES WITHIN 
INDIVIDUAL AGE CATEGORIES. IN OTHER WORDS, AGE AT FIRST ARREST OFFERS ADDITIONAL EXPLANATION OF THE VARIATION IN 
NEW CHARGE RATES - BEYOND THAT AFFORDED BY THE CURRENT AGE VARIABLE. 

NOTE IN PARTICULAR THAT YOUNGER OFFENDERS ARRESTED AT AN EARLY AGE HAVE THE HIGHEST NEW CHARGE RATES - AS WOULD BE 
EXPECTED. THE VIOLENT-PART I RATE IS HIGH FOR 21-34 YEAR-OLDS FIRST ARRESTED BEFORE THE AGE OF 15. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, THE PROPERTY-PART I RATE IS HIGH FOR 18-20 YEAR-OLDS FIRST ARRESTED AS JUVENILES (ESPECIALLY IF UNDER AGE 16), 
AND FOR 21-24 YEAR-OLDS FIRST ARRESTED BEFORE AGE 15. 

NOTICE, ALSO, THE LARGE-ORDER DROP IN NEW CHARGE RATES (SEE ESP. ALL-PART I AND WEIGHTED RATES) AMONG 21-24 YEAR-OLDS 
FROM THE 0-lL~ AGE AT FIRST ARREST CATEGORY TO THE NEXT CATEGORY. FINALLY, FOR OFFENDERS AGE 30 OR OVER, THERE IS 
LITTLE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO EARLIEST AGE AT FIRST ARREST CATEGORIES, BUT A LARGE DIFFERENCE DOWN TO THE NEXT 
CATEGORY. 
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NEW CIIARGE RATES f"OR COIN I CTEO OFFUJIl[RS IN IOHA 
197"-1 'I7f, 

BY AGE AT (,ROBAT 10f~!(,AP.OlE R[l[AS[ Afl!) Ar.t: 
AT FIRST ARREST 

AVG. MONTHS 
AGE AT f'ROOATION! OF SUI'ER- PRO- PERSONS/ (,RO- ORUG- AlCOHCll- ~II SCE l-
I'AROLL Rt:Ir:ASE MIl) TOTAL VISION VIOlENT- I'[IHY- All. \~EAI'ONS - PERTY- RE- RE- lAIlEOUS - All All HEIGHTED 
AH AI rlP-ST AI{tH. ~ r CASES {~IEAN2 PART I f'J\.RT I PAR 1 I PART II PART II lAT[D lA TE (l PART II _-'.:~~~_L.l! __ ...1.I..!..J\. R G E S RATE 

I B - 20 
0 - 15 1'07 11.0 II. 0 211. 2 32.2 5. " 10.r. Ilo 8 8. 1, 1 f' 1 ~ • J ,,8.5 80.7 88.9 

1ti - 17 1",1 10.B 2., 19. I, 21 .7 3.3 I, . R 8. I II. (. If • .f, "',. " (j(i • I 6'~ .2 
IB - 20 270 12.2 2.0 I I . 7 13.7 'I. I 9. 3 8.5 B. " 7.7 35.5 ,,9.2 ,,8.0 
NO PRIOR ARREST 8 1,2 11.0 n. " (, • 3 ( •• 7 1.3 3. I 3. (. 2.2 (,.0 If .. 7 2l. 'J 22 . 1 

21 - 7 1, 
0 - Il' 1tiB 11.8 ti. (. 17.0 2,. [. 5.5 '.I. 'l 'I. ? 8.5 10.8 " \.2 rd •• R 73.4 

15 - 7', 88B 11.8 2. 7 9.1 II. B 3. (, ( •. I 5. " G.2 8. (, 29.'1 I, I • 7 1,2. I, 
NO PRIOR ARREST 5 I I 11.1 o • 8 3.0 3.8 0.4 1'.2 1.1 1.7 2.B 1 n . 2 1" . 0 1 ".3 

75 - 29 
0 - 1', B7 11. 2 13.7 IG.9 30. (. 5. 1 6. I (,.1 3.8 8.7 29. B tiO. I, 79.0 

15 - 2 1 3]) 12.8 I, . 3 7.G II. fJ ;> • ti (,.0 2.0 7.ti 8. I, 2(,. Ii 3B.5 I, o. G 
22 - 29 IG3 12. ti o . (. " . 7 5.3 1.1 5.8 1.8 5.2 B.2 27. I 27. " 2"·3 
NO PRIOR ARREST 2 5 [. 12.7 0.0 2.2 2.7 l.S 2.7 1.1 1.5 (, . 3 17. (. 11, .8 12.7 

30 - 3 1, 
0 - 1', 1,2 13.2 [ .. (, I, • 3 10. <J 4.3 f, .', o .0 1'.1 G. [, ;I I. I, 32.3 39.5 

15 - 21 155 11.8 1.'1 3. 3 5.2 5. '2 6.5 5.2 S . ') 10.7 33.5 38.7 35. I, 
22 - 31, 10', 11.2 2.0 1 .0 3.0 0.0 " . 7 0.0 1'.2 7.0 15. " I R. I, 1 f,. 0 
NO PRIOR ARREST 125 11. 3 0.8 0.0 0.8 2.5 n.R 1.7 3.4 3. " 11.R 12 . (. Ill. B 

35 OR OVER 
a - 15 5B 10.8 0.0 9.7 <, • 7 3.7 I.f' 1.8 17 • 7 1,.0 '2 '1. I 38.11 35.7 

If, - 29 321 12.3 7.0 3.3 5.3 1.1, ( •• I 1.2 13.5 3. " 25.(, 30.9 27.3 
30 OR OVER 235 11.3 O. " 0.'1 I .3 0.9 ".1 0.5 7.2 3·0 15. 7 17. a 13.5 
NO PRIOR ARREST 355 11.7 o . (. 0.3 o . 'I 0.3 o.n 0.3 3.5 2.3 (, . " 7 .3 5.4 \ 

All OffENDERS (d 3 7 II. 7 I' • [) R. I 10. I 7. " 'i.1 L7 6.2 7. 'i '2:,. I 35.2 35.2 

":' 10TAl CI lARGE S (12(,) (501) (1.77) ( 1',5 ) ( \711) (230 ) (383) (" (, ~) ( 15" I) (2 I B(j) OIBf,) 

I 
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3-FACTOR RATES 
5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 
GROUPED BY CURRENT AGE 

ON PAGES 17-21 BELOW, NEW CHAR~E RATES ARE GIVEN FOR SELECTED COMBINATIONS OF CURRENT AGE, AGE AT FIRST ARREST, AND 
NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS, WITH ONE TABLE FOR EACH OF THE FIVE AGE CATEGORIES: THE THREE FACTORS IN COMBINATION YIELD 
A MOST REVEALING PERSPECTIVE ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN BASIC TYPES OF CRIMINAL CAREERS AND RECIDIVIST POTENTIAL. 

ACCORDING TO THESE TABLES, THE VARIABLE NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS OFFERS YET ADDITIONAL EXPLANATION OF NEW CHARGE 
VARIATION - BEYOND THAT AFFORDED BY CURRENT AGE AND AGE AT FIRST ARREST. 

NOTICE THAT FEWER ADDITIONAL ARRESTS ARE REQUIRED TO INCREASE NEW CHARGE RATES FOR YOUNGER OFFENDERS. 

OVERALL, THOSE WITH THE HIGHEST NEW CHARGE RATES ARE THOSE FIRST ARRESTED AT AN EARLY AGE AND WITH MANY PRIOR ARRESTS. 
THE FOLLOWING CONSTITUTE THE SIX 3-FACTOR CATEGORIES WITH THE HIGHEST WEIGHTED RATES: 

3-FACTOR TOTAL WEIGHTED 
CATEGORY CASES RATE 

AGE 25-29/FIRST ARREST AGE 0-14/8+ PRIOR ARRESTS 45 137.7 

AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST AGE 0-15/5+ PRIOR ARRESTS 195 128.6 

AGE 21-24/FIRST ARREST AGE 0-lLf/8+ PRIOR ARRESTS 59 104.9 

AGE 25-29/FIRST ARREST AGE 15-21/8+ PRIOR ARRESTS 88 83.1 

AGE 21-24/FIRST ARREST AGE 15--2417+ PRIOR ARRESTS 105 82.9 

AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST AGE 16-17/3+ PRIOR ARRESTS 161 76.8 

AFTER THE ABOVE, THE NEXT HIGHEST WEIGHTED RATE FALLS TO 59.5. NOTICE THAT 55% OF THOSE IN THE SIX CATEGORIES ABOVE 
ARE IN THE AGE GROUP 18-20. 
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ON THE OTHER END OF THE SPECTRUM, WITH THE LOWEST NEW CHARGE RATES, ARE THOSE WITH LATER AGES AT FIRST ARREST AND 
FEW (OR NO) PRIOR ARRESTS. THE FOLLOWING CONSTITUTE THE SIX 3-FACTOR CATEGORIES WITH THE LOWEST WEIGHTED RATES: 

3-FACTOR 
CATEGORY 

AGE 35+/NO PRIOR ARREST 

AGE 35+/1-5 PRIOR ARRESTS 

AGE 25-29/NO PRIOR ARREST 

AGE 30-34/NO PRIOR ARREST 

AGE 21-241NO PRIOR ARREST 

AGE 30-34/FIRST ARREST AGE 

TOTAL 
CASES 

375 

351 

267 

129 

560 
22 -34 

103 

WEIGHTED 
RATE 

5.3 

11. 2 

12.3 

14.6 

15.6 

15.8 

AFTER THE ABOVE, THE NEXT LOWEST WEIGHTED RATE RISES TO 19.8. NOTICE THAT 54% OF THE ABOVE CASES FALL IN THE 30 OR OVER AGE RANGE. 
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PRIOR ARREST 
RECORD 

NO PRIOR ARREST 

FIRST ARREST AGE 18-20/ ONE PRIOR ARREST 

FIRST ARREST AGE 
2+ PRIOR ARRESTS 

18-20/ 

FIRST ARREST AGE 
1-2 PRIOR ARRESTS 

16-17/ 

FIRST ARREST AGE 
3+ PRIOR ARRESTS 

16-17/ 

FIRST ARREST AGE 
1-4 PRIOR ARRESTS 

0-15/ 

FIRST ARREST AGE 0-15/ 
5+ PRIOR ARRESTS 

ALL 18-20 YEAR-OLDS 

TOTAL CHARGES 

~ 

.~ 

TOTAL 
CASES 

895 

146 

112 

223 

161 

184 

195 

2047 

" 

AVG. 

TABLE 

NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 
1974-1976 

BY AGE AT FIRST ARREST AND NUMBER OF PIROR ARRESTS 
OFFENDERS AGE 18-20 AT PROBATION/PAROLE RELEASE 

MONTHS 
OF SUPER- PRO- PERSONS/ PRO- DRUG- ALCOHOL- MISCEL-VISION VIOLENT-PERTY_ ALL WEAPONS- PERTY- RE-PART RE- LANEOUS-I PART I PART I PART I I PART II LATED LATED PART I I 10. 9 0.5 6.6 7. 1 1.5 3.4 . 3.7 2.7 6.3 

12. 1 0.7 6.1 6.8 2 . 0 6.8 7.5 8.2 8.2 

11. 0 1.0 19.5 20.5 3.9 8 . 8 7.8 4.9 9.7 

1 0 . 9 3.5 14. 3 17.8 4.4 6.4 5.4 8.9 14.8. 

10. 8 1.4 26.2 27.6 2.1 3.5 13.1 15. 9 20.7 

11.4 1.7 18. 3 20.0 1.7 6.3 9.7 3.4 9.7 

10.2 6.0 38.6 44.6 10. 3 15. 1 7.8 15. 1 22.9 

11. 2 1.7 14.1 15.8 2.7 6. 1, 6.3 6.5 10.6 
(33) (270 ) (303) (52) (116) (121 ) (125) (203) 
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ALL ALL WEIGHTED PART II CHARGES RATE 
17.6 24.7 23.9 

32.7 39.5 33.7 

'I ; 

35.1 55.6 59.5 
1 

" ,i 

Ii 

39.9 57.7 58.4 

55.3 82.9 76.8 
,.. 

\ 

30.8 50.8 53.3 

71. 2 115.8 128.6 

32.3 48.2 48.4 

(617) (920) (920) 
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PRIOR ARREST TOTAL 
E..ITQRD CASES 
NO PRIOR ARREST 560 

FIRST ARREST AGE 15-24/ 606 
1-4 PRIOR ARRESTS 

FIRST ARREST AGE 15-24/ 93 
5-6 PRIOR ARRESTS 

FIRST ARREST AGE 15-24/ 105 
7+ PRIOR ARRESTS 

FIRST ARREST AGE 0-14/ 71 
1- 5 PRIOR ARRESTS 

FIRST ARREST AGE 0-14/ 25 
6-7 PRIOR ARRESTS 

FIRST ARREST AGE 0-14/ 59 
8+ PRIOR ARRESTS 

ALL 21-24 YEAR-OLPS 1706 

TOTAL CHARGES 
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TABLE 

NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 
1974-1976 

BY AGE AT FIRST ARREST AND NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS 
OFFENDERS AGE 21-24 AT PROBATION/PAROLE RELEASE 

AVG. MONTHS 
OF SUPER- PRO- PERSONS/ PRO- DRUG-

VISION VIOLENT- PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- PERTY- RE-
(MEAN) PART I PART I PART I PART II PART II LATED 

11. 1 0.8 3.5 4.3 0.8 4.1 1.2 

11. 9 2.3 6.8 9 . 1 2.5 5.3 4.5 

12.8 1.0 17. 1 18. 1 5.0 11. 1 4.0 

11. 3 7.1 18.2 25.3 9.1 5. 1 10. 1 

11. 8 2.9 11. 5 14.4 5.7 10.0 10.0 

13.1 7.3 14.7 22.0 3.7 7.3 7.3 

10. 3 11.8, 21.7 33.5 5.9 7.9 9.9 

11. 6 2.5 7.7 10.2 2 . 8 5.8 4.2 

(41) (127) (168) (46) (95) (69) 

-19-
.~ '~'''''''- ".,..", '''-' ~"_f}'~"'''' •. ~ ... " .. _,,~ ___ ........ "--""''''''''~_"' 

. , -. 

, 
_.-..1. 

\ 

ALCOHOL- MISCEL-
RE- LANEOUS- ALL ALL WEIGHTED 

LATED PART I I PART I I CHARGES RATE 
1.9 2.5 10 .5 14.8 15.6 

6 . 2 7 . 7 26.2 35.3 34.5 

6.0 7. 1 33.2 51.3 57. 1 

10. 1 18.2 52.6 77.9 82.9 

5.7 2.9 34.3 48.7 53. 1 

\ 
7 . 3 0.0 2 5 . 6 47.6 59.2 

15.8 29.6 69.1 102.6 104.9 

4.8 6.8 24.4 34.6 36.0 

(79) (113 ) (402) (570) (570 ) 
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PRIOR ARREST TOTAL 
RECORD CASES 

NO PRIOR ARREST 267 

FIRST ARREST AGE 22-29 163 

FIRST ARREST AGE 15-21/ 50 
ONE PRIOR ARREST 

FIRST ARREST AGE 15-21/ 208 
2-7 PRIOR ARRESTS 

FIRST ARREST AGE 15-21/ 88 
8+ PRIOR ARRESTS 

FIRST ARREST AGE 0-14/ 35 
1-7 PRIOR ARRESTS 

FIRST ARREST AGE 0-14/ 45 
8+ PRIOR ARRESTS 

ALL 25-29 YEAR-OLDS 982 

TOTAL CHARGES 

-Jo 

-' 

1 i 

TABLE 

NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 
1974-1976 

BY AGE AT FIRST ARREST AND NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS 
OFFENDERS AGE 25-29 AT PROBATION/PAROLE RELEASE 

AVG. MONTHS 
OF SUPER- PRO- PERSONS/ PRO- DRUG-

VISION VIOLENT- PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- PERTY- RE-
~MEAN) PART I PART I PART I PART I I PART I I LATED 

12.6 0.0 2 . 1 2. 1 1.4 2.1 1.4 

13. 2 0.6 4.5 5 . 1 1.1 5.6 1.7 

13.3 1.8 3.6 5.4 1.8 0.0 0.0 

12.4 2 . 8 7.0 9.8 o . 9 8.8 2.8 

11. 6 9.4 14. 1 23.5 5.9 5.9 2.3 

12.6 2 . 7 10.9 13.6 0.0 2. 7 10.9 

9.7 27.5 27.5 55.0 8.3 11. 0 2.7 

12. 7 3 . 1 6.4 9.5 2.0 4.8 2.2 

(32) (66) (98) (21) (50) (23) 
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ALCOHOL-
RE-

LATED 

1.4 

5.0 

7.3 

5. 1 

17.6 

2 . 7 

2.7 

5.4 

(56) 
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" 
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, 

j 

MISCEL-
LANEOUS- ALL ALL WE I GHTED 

PART II PART I I CHARGES RATE 

6.1 12.4 14.5 12.3 

7.8 21.2 26.3 23.4 

7.3 16.4 21.8 19.8 

7.4 25.0 3 Lf. 8 35.4 

11.8 43.5 67.0 83. 1 

, 
o .0 16.3 29.9 32.6 

19.2 43.9 98.9 137.7 

7.6 22.0 31. 5 32.6 

(79) (229) (327) , (327) 

i 
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TABLE 

I 
NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 

1974-1976 
BY AGE AT FIRST ARREST AND NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS 

OFFENDERS AGE 30-34 AT PROBATION/PAROLE RELEASE 
l 

1 
AVG. MONTHS 

OF SUPER- PRO- PERSONS/ PRO- DRUG- ALCOHOL- MISCEL-
PRIOR ,~RREST TOTAL VISION VIOLENT- PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- PERTY- RE- RE- LANEOUS- ALL ALL WEIGHTED 
RECORD CASES (MEAN) PART I PART I PART I PART II PART I I LATED LATED PART II PART I I CHARGES RATE 

NO PRIOR ARREST 129 11.0 0.9 2.5 3.4 2.5 0.9 1.7 3.4 3.4 11.9 15.3 14.6 

FIRST ARREST AGE 22-34 103 11. 1 2 . 1 1.0 3.1 0.0 4.2 0.0 3.1 7.4 14.7 17.8 15.8 

FIRST ARREST AGE 15-21/ 79 11. 2 1.4 2.7 4.1 6.8 6.8 4.1 0.0 13.6 31.3 35.4 34.1 
1-5 PRIOR ARRESTS 

FIRST ARREST AGE 15-21/ 69 12. 1 2.9 4.3 7.2 4.3 7.2 5.7 12.9 8.6 38.7 45.9 41.2 
6+ PRIOR ARRESTS 

" 

; t FIRST ARREST AGE 0-14/ 14 12.6 0.0 6.8 6.8 0.0 6.8 0.0 6.8 6.8 20.4 27.2 24.8 
f ~ 1-6 PRIOR ARRESTS 
i' \ 
~ ~ , , 
; ; 
i! FIRST ARREST AGE 0-14/ 22 13.4 8 . 1 4.1 12.2 8.1 8.1 o . 0 4. 1 8. 1 28.4 40.6 50.8 

7+ PRIOR ARRESTS 

I ALL 30-34 YEAR-OLDS 483 11.8 2.3 2 . 9 5.3 3.2 5.3 2. 1 5.7 7.8 24.0 29.3 27.5 

~ , , 
(11) ( 14) (25) (15, ) (25 ) ( 1'0) (27) (37, ) (lIlt) ( 13 9 ) ( 139 ) , TOTAL CHARGES 
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PRIOR ARREST TOTAL 
RECORD CASES 
NO PRIOR ARREST 375 

1-5 PRIOR ARRESTS 351 

6 + PRIOR ARRESTS 223 

ALL 35 + YEAR-OLDS 1119 

TOTAL CHARGES 

.-

AVG. 

TABLE 

NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 
1974-1976 

BY NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS 
OFFENDER AGE 35 OR OVER AT PROBATION/PAROLE RELEASE 

MONTHS 
OF SUPER- PRO- PERSONS/ PRO- DRUG- ALCOHOL- MISCEL-VISION VIOLENT- PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- PERTY- RE- RE- LANEOUS-(MEAN) PART I PART I PART I PART I I PART I I LATED LATED PART I I 

11.8 o . 5 0.5 1. 0) o . 3 o . 0 Q.3 3.3 2.2 

11. 9 o . 6 o . 9 1.,5 0.3 4.0 0.9 4.3 2.3 

11. 4 2.4 6.6 9.0 3.8 6.6 1.4 26.0 6.6 

11.6 0.9 2 . 3 3.2 1.0 3.2 o . 6 8.9 2.8 

(9) (24) (33) (11) (34) (7) (96) (31) 
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) 

ALL ALL WE I GHTED 
PART II CHARGES RATE 

6. 1 7. 1 5.3 

11. 8 13.3 11.2 

44.4 53.4 45.9 

16.5 19. 7 16.8 

(179) (212 ) (212 ) 
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5-FACTOR RATES 
5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 
GROUPED BY CURRENT AGE 

" 

ON PAGES 24-29 BELOW, NEW CHARGES RATES APPEAR IN THEIR FINAL 5-FACTOR FORMS, I.E., WITH THE FURTHER INCORPORATION 
OF THE VARIABLES IlNUMBER OF PRIOR INCARCERATIONS II AND IlTYPE OF CONVICTING OFFENSE. 1l 

THE 5-FACTOR CATEGORIES ARE SIMPLY REFINEMENTS OF THE 3-FACTOR CATEGORIES PREVIOUSLY DISCUSSED. IN SOME CASES, ONE 
OF THE TWO ADDED VARIABLES EXACTS THE REFINEMENT, WHILE IN OTHERS BOTH ARE INCORPORATED. THE EXTENT OF REFINEMENT IS, 
OF COURSE, COMMENSURATE WITH THE EXPLANATORY POWER OF THE TWO ADDED VARIABLES WITHIN 3-FACTOR CATEGORIES. THE EXTENT 
OF ADDITIONAL EXPLANATION, HOWEVER, IS SUBSTANTIALLY LESS THAN THAT AFFORDED BY THE ADDITION OF AGE AT FIRST ARREST 
AND NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS TO THE CURRENT AGE FACTOR. 

AGAIN, 5-FACTOR RATES ARE GROUPED ACCORDING TO CURRENT AGE. FURTHERMORE, 5-FACTOR CATEGORIES SPLIT FROM WITHIN 
CORRESPONDING 3-FACTOR CATEGORIES APPEAR TOGETHER TO CLARIFY THE EXTENT OF liTHE SPLIT." 

WE NOTE THAT ONE OR BOTH OF THE TWO ADDED VARIABLES EXACTS A GOOD SPLIT WITHIN MANY OF THE 3-FACTOR CATEGORIES, 
THEREBY ESTABLISHING THE ADDITIONAL EXPLANATORY POWER AFFORDED BY THE TWO FACTORS. GENERALLY SPEAKING; THE FACTOR 
IlTYPE OF CONVICTING OFFENSE Il EXACTS BETTER SPLITS IN 3-·r;\CTOR CATEGORIES WITH LOWER NEW CHARGES RATES, WHILE THE 
FACTOR NUMBER OF PRIOR INCARCERATIONS EXACTS BETTER SPLITS IN CATEGORIES WITH HIGHER NEW CHARGE RATES. THIS IS BY 
NO MEANS A CLEAR-CUT DISTINCTION, ,HOWEVER. 

TO ILLUSTRATE, THE FACTOR "TYPE OF CONVICTING OFFENSE Il - BY ITSELF - SPLITS 

3-FACTOR 
CATEGORY 

AGE 18-20/NO PRIOR ARREST 
DRUG-ALCOHOL-RELATED OFFENSE 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 

AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST AGE 18-20/0NE PRIOR ARREST 
DRUG-ALCOHOL-RELATED OFFENSE 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 

AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST AGE 18-20/2+ PRIOR ARRESTS 
DRUG-ALCOHOL-RELATED OFFENSE 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 

AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST AGE 16-17/1-2 PRIOR ARRESTS 
DRUG-ALCOHOL-RELATED OFFENSE 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
-23-

", 

THE FOLLOWING 

TOTAL 
CASES 

344 
547 

50 
88 

27 
83 

64 
156 

3-FACTOR CATEGORIES: 

WEIGHTED 
RATE 

13.2 
29.4 

20.0 
40.8 

32.1 
66.9 

47.2 
62.5 

, 
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3-FACTOR 
CATEGORY 

(CONTINUED FROM PRECEDING PAGE) 

AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST AGE 0-15/1-4 PRIOR ARRESTS 
DRUG-ALCOHOL-RELATED OFFENSE 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 

AGE 21-24/NO PRIOR ARREST 
DRUG-ALCOHOL-RELATED OFFENSE 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 

AGE 25-29/NO PRIOR ARREST 
DRUG-ALCOHOL-RELATED OFFENSE 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 

AGE 25-29/FIRST ARREST AGE 15-21/2-7 PRIOR ARRESTS 
DRUG-ALCOHOL-RELATED OFFENSE 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 

AGE 35+/1-5 PRIOR ARRESTS/I-2 PRIOR INCARCERATIONS 
DRUG-ALCOHOL-RELATED OFFENSE 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 

-24-
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, 

TOTAL WEIGHTED 
CASE.S JS6IT 

49 18.8 
138 61. 5 

242 7.4 
314 20.4 

97 5.0 
167 15.4 

50 13. 7 
139 42.9 

40 6.6 
59 16.4 

\ 
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RISK LEVEL 
CATEGORIES TOTAL 

CASES 
NO PRIOR I\RREST/ 

3~ If DRUG-ALCOriO L-R E LA TED OFf'ENSE 

NO PRIOR I\RR[ ST I 
5 If 7 PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTIiER OFf'ENSE 

f'IRST ARREST AGE IA-201 
50 or·IE PRIOR I\RRrST/DRUG_ 

ALCOHOL-RELA T ED OFFOJSE 

FIRST I\RREST AGE 11I-201 BB ONE PRIOR ARRES1/PERSONS_ 
PROPERTY-OTIIER OFfENse 

FIRST ARREST AGE 18-701 27 2+ PRIOR ARRESTS/DRUG_ 
ALCOIIOl.-RELATED OFfENSE 

FIRST ARREST AGE IR-201 
53 2+ PRIOR I\RRE 5 T S I PER sarls-

PROPERTY-OTHER OFfENSE I 
NO PRIOR INCARCERATIOII 

FIRST ARREST AGE 18-201 30 2+ PRIOR ARRESTS/PERSONS_ 
PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE I 
PRIOR INCARCERAr ION 

FIRST ARREST A(;E 16-171 GIl 1-2 PRIOR ARRESTS/ORUG_ 
ALCOHOl.-RE LMEO OFFErlSE 

FIRST ARREST AGE ((,-Ill I t I 1-2 PRIOR ARRESTS/I'ERSONS_ 
PROPERl Y-OTHER orrEI'ISE/NO 
PRIOR I NCARCf:RAT I 011 

ALL 18-20 YEAR-OLDS 
7.0 If 7 

TOTAL C liAR G[ S 

~ I 

NEI~ CIIARGE RATes fOR corN I CT ED Qf'rTNO[RS I r~ 1()\oIA I ') 7
'
,-] IJ7 (, ny RISK LEVEL CATEGORIZATION Nur'WL R TIW OFFEtJD[RS AGE IB-20 AT I'ROUAT IOtl/I'Arwr L Rr:LEASE 

AVG. HONTI/5 
OF SUPER-

PRO-
PERSONS/ I'RO- DR\lG-

V I S IOt~ VIOLENT- PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- prRTY- R(: -
U!EAN) PART I PART I PART I PAR T II I' AI:~ T II LAT[O 1).5 0.0 l.R .1. fl O. 7 ~ • 2 G.2 

11.7 O. A 1).2 10.0 1.1) 1'.1 2.3 

10.0 0.0 2. 'f 2. " ;>. " ;> • I, 7.2 

13.0 1.0 7. 3 8.3 2. I !J.I, 7. 3 

10. I 0.0 R.8 R. R If. I, R.R 0.0 

11.0 2. I I G. 5 III • (, (,.2 8.2 8.2 

I I .8 0.0 ·30.5 30.S 0.0 10. ;> 13. G 

R. 7 I, . '\ Ci.S 10.8 (,.5 0.0 11. (, 

12. I I. I! 15. :> 17.0 If.5 7. '1 I, . S 

(COtll I tJlJF II OIl NExr PAGE) ---------
.--. - __ 9~ __ 11.7. I . 7 II,. I 15. n 7. 7 Ii. I (,. 3 ( 1 I ) (770 ) ( 1 n 3 ). (r,n ( II I',J ( 17 I ) 
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AI.COIIOL-
R[-

LA1ED 

1'.0 

I • 7 

2. " 

II .5 

0.0 

G.2 

(,.8 

12. I) 

1).8 

Ii.S 

( I:>n 

-----
~\(SCEL-

LI\I~EOUS - AI I. Al.L \olE I GIITED PI\I~_T_I ~ARL II CHI\RGES_ RATL 
3.3 1(. .', I fl. 2 13.2 

7. 7 I 7. 7 27. 7 '/ I). I, 

I). (, 2/ .0 2 Ii. " 2n.o 

R • " H1. 7 "7.0 '10 .11 

'f .If \ 7. (, 2 Ci. II ~ 2. I 

17. • 1 111.1 5 1).7 (,2. If 

10.2 'II) • II 71. 3 7
'
f.3 

1/. I) ',0. f) r,1.7 I, 7 • 2 

11.(, '\ I. (, 5 'f. (, 55. G 

._-----------
10. (, .12 •. 1 I, R. '2 ',B. If 
( ~ 0 ~ ) ((!I 7) (<) 7.n ) (no) 

\ 

\ 

'1 
i 
I, 

, 

.-
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1,1[1-1 CIIIIRG[ RATES FOR CONVICTCO OfFErml:R5 I I~ 10\411 
I 9 7 ,,- I 9 H, 

ny RIS!: LEVEl. CA1Cr.ORIZIITION I~U~IO[R H/O 
OFFENIlERS IIGE lJI-20 AT PROBATION/PAROl.C RELeASE 

(COIITINU[D) 

IIVG. ~10NTHS 

OF SUPER- PRO- I'ERSONS/ PRO- DRUG- ALCOIIOL- 1-11 SCE L-RIS!: l.EVEL TOTIIL VISION VIOLENT- PERTY- Al.L WEAPONS- PCRTY- RE- RE- LANEOUS- IILL IILL I-IE I GllTElJ CATEGORIES CASES ~I"EAN 2 PART I PART I PART I PART I I I'll In -I I LATED LATED PART I I PART I I CIIARG!=S RIITE FIRST ARREST IIGE if,-17/ CJ~ 10.7 7 . ~ 22.CJ 2 ~I . 'J 2. ~ 10.0 2. 5 2 • ~ 27. 1, I, I, . I) 7
"

. B 81.9 1-2 PRIOR IIRRESTS/PERSOHS-
PROPERTY-OTIIER OFFENSE/ 
PRIOR INCIIRCERATIOII 

FIRST IIRREST AGE I G - 17/ 19 'J.G 0.0 13.2 13.7. 0.0 0.0 I'J . 7 G.G 13.2 3'1.5 ~2.7 ',1 . 7. 3+ PRIOR ARRCSTS/DRUG-
II,' 1HOL-RELATEO orFEIlSE / 
NO PRIOR I NCARCERA T IOtJ ~f 

FIRST ARREST AGE IG-17/ 1', I 11.0 1.5 27.9 2'1. I, 1.3 3.'J 12. I, 17.0 21.7 57 . , 86.7 81.1 3+ PRIOR ARRESTS/PERS6NS-
PROPERTY-OTIIER OFFENSE OR 
PRIOR INCARCERATION 

FIRST ARRE ST AGE O-I~/ "9 9. [, 0.0 2.G 2. [, 0.0 2. [, 10.2 2. G 7.7 23. I 25. 7 I R. 8 I-I, PRIOR ARRESTS/DRUG-
IILCOIIOL- RE LATED OFFEI~SE i: 

FIRST IIRREST AGE O-I~I 9R 13. I O. 'l I'J . (, 20.~ 2. R (,.5 7 . ~ 1.9 8. I, 27. I 117. G 53.0 I-II PRIOR IIR RES T S II' E R S or J S -
PROPERTY-011IER OFFEIlSE/ 
LESS TIIAN TI-IO PRIOR 
I NCARCERAT lOllS 

FIRST IIRREST AGE O-I~/ ',0 9.3 G.5 29.0 5 ~. ~ 0.0 'I. 7 I G. I 9.7 If,. I 5 J. [, R 7. I 90.9 I_II PRIOR IIRRESTS/PERSONS-
PROPERTY-OllIER OI'FENSE/ 
2+ PRIOR INCARCER:\T 101·IS 

FIRST ARREST AGE 0-15/ ~~ 12.3 3. r, :> I .3 2". 'l 7. I 7. I ~ • 3 12. " 7.
"

• R ~ [, . 7 R 1. (, Rl.~ ~+ PRIOR ARRCSTS/NO 
PRIOR I NCi\RCERAT IONS \ 

FIRST IIRREST AGE O-I~/ 137 y.'1 7. , 117 . 5 ')5.0 12. I 1'1. [. y.3 1'1 . !) 2 I. I, 77.3 I 32. 3 153. I ~;+ PRIOR ARRESTS/PRIOR 
INCARCERAl ION 

IILL 18-20 YEAR-OLOS 20 1,7 11.2 1.7 II,. I 15. R 7..7 [ •. I (,. 3 r..~ 10. Ii ,? . 3 I, fl.? I,R .11 
TOTAL CIIARGES on (270) ( If) I ) (~2) ( I 1 [, ) ( I? I ) ( 125) (20 J) (fill) (1)20 ) ('120 ) 
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NEW CIIARr.E RATE S nlP CONVICTED orFEllIlERS III I (l \'/A 
1'.17,,-1'17[. 

flY RISK LEVEL CA TEGOR I ZI\T ION NU/·II.11 P 1 WO 
01' rr: N()I~ R S AGE .u_-_~~ AT f1ROIIAT Im//J'AROLr: RrL[ASE 

-_. __ ._-
AVG. HOtHIIS 

OF SUPER- f1RO- PERSONS/ PRO- DR UG- ALCOIIOL - /.\ I SCF 1.-
RISK LEVEL TOTAL VIsioN VIOLUH- PERTY- ALL W[AI'ONS- prYI Y- RF.- RE- LI\N[OllS- 1\1 I ALL WEI (;IITEO 
CI\TCGOR I ES CASES (l-lll\ll) f'1\1{ I I /'/\/-: r I I' /II·' I I 1'1\/1.1 I I I',WI II 1./1 11:0 1/1//.0 1'1\1·: I 'L~~L.!_I __ S:II/IR GE S RIITE -
NO PRIOR I\RREST/ORUG- 97 10. J 0.0 0.0 (1.0 0.0 (j.n "]. " 1.2 6.0 'J.& 9.& 5.0 
ALCOIIOI.-RELATEO OrFEt/SE 

NO PRIOR I\RRf:.ST/ 1&1 (I, • I 0.0 3 . I J. I 7. Il .\. I 0.5 1.5 (,. I 13.2 If •. 3 15.4 
PERSOI·IS - PROI'E RT Y-O THE R 
OFFEr~s[ 

FIRST I\RREST I\GE 22-29 15" 13. J O. G " . 7 5 . .\ 1.2. 5. 'I 1.8 3.5 7. & 7. n .0 7. 5.3 23,', 

fiRST ARREST I\GE 15- 21/ 30 15.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.5 0.0 0.0 5. 1 2.5 III. I 10. 1 7.9 
ONE PRIOR I\RREST/NO 
PR lOR INCARCERI\TION 

FIRST ARREST AGE 15-21/ 19 10.1 [, . ~ 12.5 I R. R 0.0 o .0 0.0 12.5 111.11 Jl.3 5 n. 1 "').0 
ONE PR lOR ARREST/ 
PRIOR I IlCl\RCERAT I Ol~ 

FIRST I\RREST AGE 15-21/ 50 11.9 0.0 2.0 2.0 O. (I 0.0 7..0 It. I ( •. I 70.2 22.7 13. 7 
2-7 PRIOR ARRESTS/ 
ORUG-I\LCOIIOL-RELATED 
OFFENSE 

FIRST ARREST I\GE 15-21/ 139 12.8 3. " 9." 12. R 0.7 17. I 2.7 2.7 8. R 77.0 39.8 "2.9 
2-7 PR lOR ARRESTS/ 
PERSOW:; -PROPERTY-OTHER 
OFFENSE 

FIRST ARRESl ACE 15-21/ 88 II. G 9." 1".1 73.5 5 . 'I 5.'1 2.3 17. G I 1 .8 "3.5 r.7 . 0 83. I 
8+ PRIOR I\RRCSTS 

FIRST ARRE S 1 I\GE 0- I', / 3~ 12. G 7. • 1 10. '1 13,[. 0.0 ").7 In.9 2.7 n.n If •.. ~ 2 '). 9 32. G \ 
1- 7 PRIOR ARRES T 5 

FIRST ARREST AGE 0- I', / ',5 9.7 77.5 27.5 55.0 8.3 II. (I 7 . 7 {.7 1'1. 2 ',). q 9R .9 137.7 
8+ PRIOR ARRESTS 

ALL 25-29 YEI\I~ -OLOS '.IS 7 17..7 3. I (, ." 'I. ~ 2.0 ',. Il 2.7 5. " 7. f. 72.11 31.5 32. r, 

TOTAL CIIAR(;CS (7) (f,G) ('Ill ) 01) (~II ) (23) (5G) (7'1) (71'1) (32]) (27) 
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NEH CIIIIRGE RIITES rem CONVIC1E[) OFrrNllIllS III IOHII 
191" - I <J 7G 

flY RiSK LEVE !. ClllEGORIZIITION NUMIJ[R TIm OrFElIDERS IIGr: l..0..::l.'!. liT I'ROOlllI0N/PI\rH)I.F R[LEIISr: 

IIVG. I·IONTIIS 
OF SUPER- PRO- PERSOIIS/ I'IW- [)RUr. - IIlCOIIOI.- MISCEL-

RISK LEVEL TOTlIl VISION VIOLEIH- PERTY- IILL WEIII'ONS- I'ERTY- RE- RE- lllf.JEOUS - liLt IIll WE I GIfTED 

CIITEGORIES 
CIISES {M[ IIN 2 I'IIRT I PART I PM!r I PIIR 1 I I PIIRT I I LA1[0 tilTED PIIRT I I ___ E.I!Bl_I _I _~R G[ S RIITE 

NO PRIOR IIRREST 129 11.0 O. <J ".5 L', 2.5 0.9 I . 7 3. " 3. " I I. 'l 15.3 I',. & FIRST IIRREST IIGE 22- 3', 103 11.1 2. 1 1.0 .LI 0.0 ".7 0.0 3. I 7 . " 1 " . 7 17 . 8 15.8 
FIRST IIR RES T IIGE 15 - 2 I liND 93 II. " 1.2 3.3 " • 5 5.8 G.8 3.5 1.0 I'} . (. 2 <J. 7 3'1.2 32.7 

1-5 PRIOR ARRESTS OR 
FIRST IIRREST IIGE 0:[ 'I 
AND 1-& PRIOR IIRREsrs 

FIRST IIRREST IIr.E 15- 2 I 52 13.5 1.7 1.7 3. 'I 1.7 5. I (,. Il 5. I (, . Il 25.5 2R.9 23.9 

AND (II- PRIOR IIRR[SrS 
OR FIRST IIRREsr IIGE 
D='14 AND 7+ PRIOR 
ARRESTS/O-3 PRIOR 
INCARCERIITIUNS OR 

DR UG -1\ LC OliO l- RE LII TED 
OFfENSE 

FIRST ARRESI AGE 15- 21 31 11.8 9.8 3.3 1.\.1 13. I 13. I 0.0 23.0 (,. G 55.8 G8.9 75.'} 

IItJl) &+ PRIOR ARREST S 
OR FIRST IIRREST /\GE 
0-1 '1 AND 7 t PRIOR 
ARRES T S / '1+ PRIOR 
I t/cIIRCr: RA 1 IONS / 
PERSONS-PROI'ERTY_ 
or liE P. OFFENSE 

---ALL 30- 3'1 YEIIR-Ol.DS '183 11.8 -; . > '}. 'I 5.7 3. I. " . 3 2. I 5.7 7. II 2 '1.0 29.3 27.5 
TOTIIL CHARGES 

( I I ) ( I") (7 ~) ( 15) Or, ) ( I (J) (27) (II) ( I II,) (139) (139) 
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NEW CHI\RGE RIlfES rOR COIN I 0[1)- Orrrrm[RS IN IOWI\ 
1'17 ',- 197 f, 

BY RISK LEVCL Cl\l[GOR I ZAT IOI~ NUI·IIICR 1 HO ... 
OFFElmERS AGE lUR OVER IIf I'ROOAT I OII/PARO\.[ RELEASE 

IIVG. ~'OtHIiS ----._-
OF SUPER- PRO- PERSONS/ I'RI)- DRUG- ALCOIIOL- ~1I SCE L-RISK LEVEL TOTAL VISION VIOI.ENT- PERTY- ALL WEI\POt~5- PERry- RE- RE- LI\11COl/S - I\LL I\LL I~[ I GIITEO CI\TEGORIES CI\SE S {NEA/i2 PI\RT I PI\Rl I pl\ln I PI\RT II I'I\R I II LI\TEO Ll\rED I'I\R r II r~~U_I.L_CW\RGES RI\T:_E_ 

NO PRIOR I\RRESr 375 1 I. B 0.5 0.5 1.0 o . 3 o .0 0.3 3.3 2.2 (,. I 1. I 5.3 

1-5 PRIOR I\RREsrs/ 1% 11 .7 0.0 0.5 o.r, 0.0 2. f, 0.5 5.2 1.11 'I. 3 9. {I 7.0 NO PRIOR I NCI\RCE RI\ T 1011 

1-5 PRIOR I\RRESTS/ t,o 11.11 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 o .0 2.5 5. I 5. I 17. 7 12 . 7 G. f, 1-2 PRIOR INCI\RCERI\TIONS/ 
DRUG-I\LCOI~L-RELATEI) OFFENSE 

1- 5 PRIOR I\RRESTS/ 59 13. f, 1 .5 0.0 1.5 1.5 9.0 0.0 0.0 3.11 13.5 15.0 1f,.4 1-2 PRIOR INCARCERI\Tlorrs/ 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OrHER OFFEtlSE 

1-5 PRIOR I\RRESTS/ 3 t, 10.7 3.3 G. f, 9.9 0.0 f, • r. 3.3 flo G fl.G 23.1 33.0 32.7 3+ PRIOR II-ICIIRCERI\TIONS 

G~ PRIOR I\RRESTS/ 122 10.9 0.0 2.7 2.7 1.11 o . 0 0.9 25.3 1 . R 79. B 32.5 2 I. f, 0-2 PRIOR INCI\RCERI\TIONS 
QR DRUG-I\LCOHOL RELI\TED OFFENSE 

G+ PRIOR ARRESTS/ I 1 3 10. " 5. 1 I I. 2 H, .. I G.I 1".3 2.0 30. f, 10.7 fl3. ? 79.5 7".9 3+ PRIOR I IKI\RCERAT I 01·15/ 
PERSONS-PROPERlY-OTHER OFFEIISE 

-----ALL 35+ YEAR-OLDS 1119 11.G 11.9 7.3 3., 1.0 ~ . I o . f, R.9 2. fl I flo S 19.7 If,.8 ... 
\ TOTI\L CII,'RGE S (J) (2/, ) on ( I 1 ) ( 3/') (7) (9f, ) (31) ( 17'1) C2 12) (712) .,. 
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5-FACTOR RATES 
5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 

ORDERED BY WEIGHTED RATE 

THE TABLE THAT FOLLOWS (PP. 32-36) LISTS THE FINAL CATEGORIES OF THE 5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM IN ORDER OF THE MAGNITUDE OF THE WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE. 

ACCORDING TO THE TABLE J THE CATEGORY EXHIBITING THE HIGHEST WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE IS THE FOLLOWING: 

AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST AGE 0-15/ 
5+ PRIOR ARRESTS/PRIOR INCARCERATION 

THIS CATEGORY J WHICH COVERS 137 CASES IN THE STUDY POPULATION J HAS BY FAR THE HIGHEST WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE (153.1). 
NOTE THAT THE RATES OF NEW PART I PROPERTY (47.5) AND PART II PROPERTY (19.6) CHARGES ARE ESPECIALLY HIGH FOR THIS 
CATEGORY. IN ADDITION J THE TOTAL RATE OF NEW CHARGES AGAINST PERSONS OR INVOLVING WEAPONS IS HIGH (19.6) FOR THE 
CATEGORY J ALTHOUGH NOT AS HIGH AS FOR SOME CATEGORIES WITH LESSER WEIGHTED RATES. 

FROM THE TABLE J WE SEE THAT THE CATEGORY WITH THE SECOND HIGHEST WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE IS AS FOLLOWS: 

AGE 21-29/FIRST ARREST AGE 0-14/ 
8+ PRIOR ARRESTS 

THIS CATEGORY J WHICH COVERS 98 CASES IN THE STUDY POPULATION J ALSO HAS A MUCH HIGHER WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE (119.2) 
THAN REMAINING CATEGORIES. IN CONTRAST TO THE HIGHEST RATED CATEGORY J THIS SECOND CATEGORY HAS SUBSTANTIALLY LOWER 
RATES OF NEW PART I AND PART II PROPERTY CHARGES (32.7 TOTAL TO 67.1 TOTAL)J BUT A SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER RATE OF NEW 
PART I VIOLENT CHARGES (18.4 TO 7.5). NEW PART II PERSONS/WEAPONS CHARGES ARE HIGHER (12.1 TO 7.3) FOR THE FIRST CATEGORY J HOWEVER. 

THE CATEGORY WITH THE THIRD HIGHEST WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE (90.9) IS AS FOLLOWS: 

AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST AGE 0-15/ 
1-4 PRIOR ARRESTS/2+ PRIOR INCARCERATIONS/ 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 

THIS CATEGORY J COVERING 40 CASES J EXHIBITS HIGH RATES OF NEW PART I PROPERTY (29.0) AND DRUG-RELATED (16.1) CHARGES. 

THE THREE PRECEDING CATEGORIES ARE GROUPED INTO A COMPOSITE CATEGORY DESIGNATED "ULTRA-HIGH RISK." THIS CATEGORY, 
COVERING 275 CASES J HAS A WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE OF 135.1. (SEE TABLE ON PAGE 38.) 
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OTHER CATEGORIES WITH EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATES ARE AS 

5-FACTOR 
CATEGORY 

AGE 25-29/FIRST ARREST AGE 15-21/8+ PRIOR ARRESTS 
AGE 21-24/FIRST ARREST AGE 15-24/7+ PRIOR ARRESTS 
AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST AGE 16-17/1-2 PRIOR ARRESTS/ 

PRIOR INCARCERATION/PERSONS-PROPERTY OTHER OFFENSE 
AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST AGE 0-15/5+ PRIOR ARRESTS/ 

NO PRIOR INCARCERATION 
AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST AGE 16-17/3+ PRIOR ARRESTS/ 

PRIOR INCARCERATION OR PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 
AGE 30-34/FIRST ARREST AGE 15-21 AND 6+ PRIOR 

ARRESTS OR FIRST ARREST AGE 0-14 AND 7+ PRIOR ARRESTS/ 
4+ PRIOR-INCARCERATIONS/PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 

AGE 21-24/FIRST ARREST AGE 0-14/6-7 PRIOR ARRESTS/ 
PRIOR INCARCERATION 

AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST AGE 18-20/2+ PRIOR ARRESTS/ 
PRIOR INCARCERATION/PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER OFFENSE 

AGE 21-24/FIRST ARREST AGE 0-14/1-5 PRIOR ARRESTS/ 
PRIOR INCARCERATION 

FOLLOWS: 

TOTAL WEIGHTED 
CASES RATE 

88 83.1 
98 81. 9 

45 81. 9 

55 81.5 

141 81. 1 

113 74.9 

17 74.4 

30 74.3 

44 67.0 

THESE LATTER CATEGORIES ARE GROUPED INTO A COMPOSITE CATEGORY DESIGNATED liVERY-HIGH RISK,I! WHICI.-l CONTAINS 670 CASES AND 
HAS A WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE OF 77.5. 

REMAINING CATEGORIES OF THE 5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM ARE GROUPED INTO RISK LEVELS OR RATINGS, ACCORDING TO THE MAGNITUDE 
OF THE WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE, AS INDICATED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE. 
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IIVG _ t·IOIHIlS 
OF SUPER-

RISK LEVEL 
!Jl.J.EJLo...BJJ;.S 

TOTAL VISIOH VIOLENT-
CAS~5 __ ~(~I·\~EA~t~~)~_~P~A~RJ I 

AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST 137 <).!J 7.5 
AGE 0-1515. PRIOR ARRESTSI 
PRIOR INCARCERATION 

AGE 21-21)/FIRSl ARREST 
AGE 0- 1,,/8 • PRIOR ARRESTS 

AGE IS-20/rIR5T ARREST 
AGE 0-15/1-" PRIOR ARRESTSI 
2+ PRIOR INCARCERAT IU~ISI 
PERSONS - PROPE R T Y -0 TilER OFFEI~SE 

AGE 25-29/FIRST ARREST 
AGE 15-21/S. PRIOR ,\RRESTS 

AGE 2 1- 2 " I FIR S T ARREsr 
AGE 15-2"/7+ PRIOR ARRESTS 

AGE IB-20/FIRST ARREST 
AGE 1[,-17/1-2 PRIOR 
ARRESTS/PRIOR I/ICARCERAT ION/ 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTtiER OFFENSE 

AGE IR-20/FIRST ARREST 
AGE 0-IS/5+ PRIOR ARRESTS I 
NO PRIOR INCARCERAT lOll 

I)R 

,,0 

88 

9B 

ItS 

SS 

AGE IB-20/FIRST ARREST lit I 
AGE H,-1713+ PRIOR ARRESTS/ 
PRIOR I IICARCE RA T 1011 OR 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTIIER orFENSE 

AGE 30 - 3"/ FIR S T IIRREST 31 
15- 2 I MID (,+ PRIOR ARRFSTS 
OR T'IRST ARREST AGE 0-1" 
AND 7+ PRIOR ARRESTS/ltl 
PRIOR INCARCERI\llor~s/ 

PERSONS-PROrERTY-OTI~R OFFENSE 

AGE 35 OR OVER/G. PRIOR 113 
ARRESTSI3+ PRIOR 
INCARCERATIONS/PERSONS-
PROPERTY-OIliER orrEIJSE 

AGE 2 I - 7 " / T' IRS T ARREST 17 
AGE 0- )"/ G - 7 PRIOR ARRESTS/ 
PRIOR ltlCARCERAT ION 

10.2 I R ." 

1).3 r,. 5 

II. r, '1." 

I I .3 7. r, 

10.7 7. S 

12.3 3.G 

11.0 1.5 

11.8 'l.R 

10." S. ) 

II.f) 11. 'I 

NI;H CtiARGE RATES FOR CONV I CTED OrFr:I~l>I:RS I N 10\'/A 
1 I) 7 ',- 1 ~17 G 

OY RISK LEVEL CA1E(;OR I ZAT ION Nl1~lI\r:r~ TI10 
OROERI~Jr, BY WEIGIITED-RATL 

----- -- -----_ .. _------------_._-
PRO- PERSONSI PRO- DRUG- ALCOIIOL- /.\\ S Cf: \.-

HE- RE- LI\IJEOUS- ALI ALL WE I Gill ED 
LA1ED LATED PARl II PAR r II CIIARGES RATE 

PFRTY- ALL WLAPOIIS- !'[rn Y-
I' AR T 1, __ ---'PC-'Ac::R~T -'..I __ -'..P.:.A",R,,.,T---,IC-'I,--_--,P AR r I I 

" 7 - 5 5 5 . 0 I 2 . I I I) • r. ').3 1".1) 2 I ." 77.3 132.3 153. I 

7', . 7 "7. r, 7.3 n. r, 7.0 10.5 H,. I ') q. 'I 102.0 I 1'1.7 

2'.1.0 35. <; 0.0 I). 7 Jr, • I I). 7 IG. I 51. r, B 7. I '10.9 

I',. I 23.5 5.9 ~, . ~I 2.3 17. G 11.8 " ;: . 5 G 7.0 83. I 

19.5 27. I G.5 5. " In. R 10.8 H,.3 "') . fl 7G.9 Rl.Y 

22. " 29. '.I 2.5 10.0 2.5 2.S ~ 7 . " "'" '.I 7".8 Rl.9 

2 I. 3 2" • '1 7 • I 7 . I <;. 3 12. " 7". R 5(,. 7 R I. r, 81.5 

27.'1 29." 2.3 3.9 17. " 17.0 2 I • 7 57. 3 Rr,.7 81. I 

3. 3 13.1 I.LI 13. ) 0.0 23.0 (,. (, 55.R (,B. <) 75.2 

I I .2 I r,. , r,. ) I', . 3 7.0 30. r, ) 0 • 2 Id.7 7'.1.5 7".9 

17. R 7 'I. 1 11.0 11. '1 ~.'1 I l. 'J n.ll 7'1.7 5'1. I, 7',. " 

-------------------- -.. ~~.--. .. -~ --. '.- ... ~-- .. ~- ... --......... - .. - .. • _w ~.~ _ .. _ .. ~ __ ..... _______________ .. __ ~ __ ._~ ___ ~. 
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~IEH CIIARGE RATES rOR CONVICTED OrrErlilERS If~ I o 1-1 A 
II) 7" - I 'J 7 (, 

BY R lSI: L[V[L CI\TEC,ORI7.J\.T 1011 NUI·tllI R 1WO 
ORDERltlr, BY HE I GltrE!) RI\ 1E 

(COllT I flUr.D) 

AVG. ~10NTHS 

OF SUPER- PRO- PERSONS/ I'RO- DIHJG- ALCOHOL- ~II S C[ 1.-
RISK LEVEl TOTAL VISION VIOLEtIT- PERTY- ALL WEI\POflS- I'CR I Y- RE- RE- LI\flEOU5 - I\LL I\LL WEIGIITED 
.cA.T..EJi.O.Rlf.S CAS_ES cr-l[;I\N 2 PART ! PART I PAR T I I'I\B T II I'ART II LATED LAT~D PAR1 II PI\RT II CIII\RGES RATE 

AGE 18-20/rIRST ARREST 30 11.8 0.0 30.5 30.5 0.0 10.2 13. f, 6.8 10.2 '1l1.8 71.3 7L!.:5 
ACE 18-20/2 ~ PRIOR I\RRESTS/ 
PRIOR INCARCERATIOfl/PERSONS-
PROPERTY-OTlIER OFFENSE 

AGE 2 1 - 2 " / r IRS T ARREST Ijl, 1 1. 9 I, • f, I G. 0 21l . (, f, • 9 II . S 9.2 f,. I) 7.3 \G.II 57. " 67.0 
AGE 0-tLl/I-5 I'RIOR I\RR[STS/ 
PRIOR INC,\RCERAT IOrl 

I\GE 18-20/fIRST ARREST 53 1 1. 0 2. I I G. 5 I R . (, (,. ;> R.2 8.2 G.2 12 . 3 "1.1 5 9 . 7 G2. I, 

A(;E 18-20/2+ PRIOR I\RRESTS/ 
NO PRIOR INCI\RCERI\TION/ 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTIIER OFrEr~s E 

AGE 2 1- 2 ', / FIR S T ARREST 86 12. 7 1.1 I G. 5 17. r, 5.5 9.9 1,.'1 6. f, 7. 7 3'1. 1 51.7 Sf,.8 
AGE 1)-2

'
1/5-G PRIOR ARRESTS 

ACoE 18-20/FIRST ARREST 111 12 . 1 1. R 15.2 17.0 Ij • 5 7.2 '1.5 9.8 1i . (, 37. f, 5". G 55.6 
AGE 1G-17/1-2 PRIOR ARRESTS/ 
NO PRIOR ItlCI\RCERATION/ 
PERSONS-PROPCRTY-OTHER orFE~ISE 

AGE 18-20/fIRST ARREST 98 13. I 0.9 19.G 20.5 2.R (,.5 7. 5 1.9 8. 'I 27.1 '17. r, 53.0 
AGE 0- 15/1-" PRIOR I\RRESTS/ 
0-1 PRIOR I r~CARC[RAT IONS/ ,;..: 

1 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTIER OrrENSE ! 

d 
AGE 25-21)/FIRST I\RREST 19 10. 1 r, • ~ 12.5 I R. R 0.0 0.0 0.0 12.5 18. B 31. 3 ~ O. I "9.0 !'! 

i";{ 
AGE 15-21/0r'IE PRIOR ARREST/ d PRIOR IIKI\RCERAT lori Ii 

" 

AGE IB-20/rJRST ARREST G" 8 . 7 " .5 (, • 5 I {I. R f,. 5 0.0 8.G 12.9 12. ']" '10. II 51.7 ,,7. l II 
I\CE If)-171l-1 PRIOR I\RRESTS/ P 
DRUG-ALCOHOL-RELATED OFFENSE :1 \ 

I, 

AGE 25-29/rIRST !IRREST 139 12. R ~ . " 1).'1 17. R 0.7 II. I 2. 7 2.7 R.R 27.0 39.8 L!2.9 H 
AGE 15-21/2-7 PRIOR I\RRESTS/ II 
PERSONS-PROPERTY-OTHER ()ITEr~SE 

~ AGE IB-20/FIRST ARREST 19 9 . f, 0.0 I 3.7 I 1.7. 0.0 0.0 If). 7 (, . (, 1'\.2 ~9·'i 5 1.7 '11.2 
AGE lfl-1713~ PRIOR I\RRESTS/ ~ NO PRIOR INCARCERI\TIOfi/ 

! DRUG-ALCOHOL-RELI\TED orrr.r·IS[ 
~ ... ___________ ._ w_o- __ • _._ .. ~ ......... ______ • ____ 

_____ .. __ , _____________ .M_. ____ · ... _.~ __ _ ...... .. ____ .~. ----
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R I SI: LEVEL 
CATEGORIES TOTAL 

CASES 
AGE IS-20/FIRST ARREST 
AGE 18-20/0NE PRIOR 
ARREST/PCRSONS-PROPERTY_ 
OTHER OFFENSF. 

88 

AGE 21-2'I/FIRST ARREST 8 
AGE 0-1~/6-7 PRIOR 
ARRESTS/IIO PRIOR 
INCARCERI\T 101,1 

AGE 21-21J/FIRST ARREST 583 
AGE 15-2~/1-~ PRIOR ARRESTS 

AGE 35 OR OVER/I-5 3~ 
PRIOR ARRESTS/3t 
PRIOR INCARCERATIONS 

AGE 30-31J/FIRST ARREST 93 
AGE 15-21 AND 1-5 
PRIOR ARRESTS OR FIRST 
ARREST AGE O-I'ilAND 
1-& PRIOR ARRESTS 

AGE 2S-29/FIRST ARREST 35 
AGE 0-1'1/1-7 PRIOR ARRESTS 

AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST 27 
AGE 18-20/2+ PRIOR 
AR RE S T S /DRUG-ALCOIIO L­
RELATED OFFENSE 

AGE IS-20/NO PRIOR 5',7 
ARRE5T/PERSONS-PROPERTY_ 
OTHER OFrENSE 

AGE 30-31J/FIRST ARREST 52 
AGE 15-21 AND (,. PRIOR 
ARRESTS ~~ FIRST ARREST 
AGE O-I~ AND 7i PRIOR 
ARRESTS/0-3 PRIOR 
INCARCERATIONS OR ORUG-
ALCOHOL RELATED-orFEIISE 

AVG. I'IONT HS 
OF SUI'ER-

VISION 
(l'-IEAN) 

I}.O 

15.6 

11.9 

10.7 

11.'1 

12.6 

10. I 

11.7 

13.5 

VIOLENT· 
PI\RT I 

NEW CI~RGE RATES FOR CONVICTED orFENDERS IN IOWA 
1971J-1'l7G 

IlY RISK I.EVEL CATEGOR I ZAll ON j·IUH(1I I~ TWO 
ORLJ£:RING BY HEIGIITED RAIF 

(COIH I NUED) 

PRO-
P[RSOIIS/ PRO-PERTY- All. I-IEAI'ONS- PERTY· 

DRUG-
RI:-- PART I PART I PART II PART II LA! ED 1.0 7. } R. 3 'l.l '1." 7. } 

0.0 9.& ~l. & 
0.0 '1.& 

2. } 
9.t 2. " 

6. G 
0.0 

3.3 
<).9 

1.2 3.3 
().8 5.8 

3.5 

2. 7 10.9 13.6 
2.7 0.0 10.9 

(j.0 8.8 
'1.'1 0.0 

8. R 
8.8 

0.8 '1.7 
1.9 

2 . ~ 
10.0 

',. I 

I • 7 I • 7 
I • 7 

6.8 
5. " S. I 

_._-----
ALCOIIOL- I'll SCF.I.-

RE- Ll\llrous- All. ALL LATED PAI<"L.J I PART II CIIARGES 
II. 5 R. " 38. 7 '17.0 

o .0 0.0 19.2 28. R 

f). 7 
26. 'I 7. 3 35. r; 

6.6 
33.0 

G.6 23. I 

1.0 2'.1. 7 17. & 
3'1.2 

2. 7 
29.9 0.0 

I 7. () 0.0 
76. 'I 

7. 7 27.7 
I .7 17. 7 

().8 
28. '1 

5. I 25.5 

._-----_.- - -- -------._--- - --'----- -- -- - ... --.... _----
._-----_._._-_._----._ .. _--
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WEIGIITED 
RATE 

"0.8 

35.0 

32. 7 

32. 7 

32.6 
it 
1) 
" 32. I II 
If 
1; 
" 

23.9 

f 
R 
l\ 
II \ 
If 
H 
'i 
11, 

11 
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II 
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RISK LEVEL TOTAL 
~I\T~GORI~~S~ ________________ ~ Cl'.SE5 
A(;E 25-2')/rIRST 
ARREST AGf 22-29 

AGE 35 OR OVER/G+ 
PRIOR I\RRESTS/0-2 PRIOR 
INCARCERATIONS OR ORUG­
ALCOIIOL-REU\TED orrEt'lSE 

I ~I, 

122 

A(;E 21-211/NO PRIOR 3\', 
I\RRES T /PERSOI·lS-I'ROPF.Rl Y-
OTIIER orFENSE 

AGE 18-20/FIRST ARREST 50 
AGE IR-20/0NE PRIOR I\RREST/ 
DRUG-I\LCOIIOL-RF.LI\TED OFFENSE 

I\r,E 2l-2',/FI RST I\RREST 25 
AGE 0 - JI. /I - 5 P R I OR 
ARRES1S/NO PRIOR 
INCARCERAl ION 

AGE IR-20/FIRST ARREST 
AGE 0-15/1.- 1, PR lOR 
ARRESTS/DRUG-I\LCOlmL­
RELATED orFENSE 

I\GE 35 OR OVER/I-5 PRIOR 
ARRESTS/I-'} PRIOR 
INCI\RCERATIOIlS/PERSONS­
PROPER r Y-OTIIER orrEllSE 

AGE 30-3~/FIRST I\RRESl 
I\GE 22-3'1 

AGE 25-2')/~lO PRIOR 
ARREST/PERSONS-PROPERTY­
OTIIER Of'f'ENSE 

I\GE 30-3',/t~D PRIOR 
ARREST 

AGE 25-29/FIRSl ARREST 
AGE 15-21/2-7 PRIOR 
ARRESTS/DRUG-ALCOIIOL­
RELA1ED Orf'CNSE 

59 

103 

167 

12') 

50 

I\VG. Ho~n liS 
OF SUPER-

VISION VIOLENT-
Cf:lE.l'.lD I 'I\R.L I 

13. 3 o. " 

10.') 0.0 

12.2 o . '1 . 

10.0 0.0 

11.3 0.0 

9.6 0.0 

13.6 1.5 

11.1 

I". I o . n 

11.0 O. ') 

11.'1 n.1l 

NEW CIII\RGE RI\TES FOR CONVICTED orFEtlllr.RS It~ 10\'11\ 
In l,-I'17f. 

1\ Y PIS t: LEVI: I. CI\ H_GOR I Z 1\ T (OIl nU/·IUI. R nit) 
ORDI:R I NG BY WE I GIITED RI\TI: 

(Com ItHH:D) 

._----------------
PRO- PERSOt~S/ PRO- I1RU(;- ALCOIIOL- 1115CEL-

.. 

PERTY- 1\\ t. WEIIPOtlS- PERTY- RC- RE- LAN[OUS- ALI. ALL WEIGlllr:O 
UHT I >-..L....-'-____ .EAR.I_L---e.t..IU I I J~J\R LJ.L __ lA lLD. __ -L-1 1\.1 F D I!AR.I--lI..JI,---,p J\R. L-U. --CJJAR.Gf...S.--RALE--

" . 7 ~. 3 1.2 5 . 'I I • B 3 • 5 7 . r, '} 0 . n 2 5 • 3 2 3 . " 

2.7 2.7 I.B 0.0 n.') 25.3 I.B I') . R 32.5 11.6 

5. 3 0.6 c •. r, 0.') 1. ') 1.9 11.') I R. I 20. I, 

7. " 2. " 2. I, 7.2 2." ').G 2', . 0 7 C •• I, 20.0 

0.0 0.0 ' .. 2 I, . 7 B • 5 1,.2 '" 2 25.3 25.3 19. R 

2. C, 2.6 0.0 2. c. 10.2 2.6 7 7/ 
./ 23.1 25.7 IB.8 

0.0 1.5 1.5 9.0 0.0 0.0 3.0 13.5 15.0 16. 'I 

1.0 3. I 0.0 1,.2 n.o 3. I 7 . I, I', .7 17. B 15. R 

3. I ,. I '} .0 3. I 0.5 1.5 6.1 15. I, 

'} . 5 \ . " 1. Ii n.\) 1.7 3. I, ~. " I 1. 'I 15. 3 11,.6 

7.0 7.0 0.11 0.0 7.0 12. 1 C,. 1 211.7 17.7 1 3. 7 
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IIVG. /·IONTII5 
OF SUP[R-

RISK LEVEL TOTAL VISION VIOLEN1-
CASES (MEAN) CArEGO~R~I~E~S~ ________________ ~~~ ____ ~~~~ ____ _ PA.'3T I 

IIGE IS-20INO PRIOR 
I\RRE S T /DRUe;-AI.COHOL­
RELIITED OFFENSE 

AGE 25-29/FIRST ARREST 
AGE 15-21/0NE PRIOR 
IIRREST/flO PRIOR 
INCARCERATION 

AGE 21-2 ',/NO PRIOR 
ARREST/DRUG-IILCOlmL­
RELATED OFFENSE 

AGE 35 OR OVER/I-5 
PRIOR ARRESTS/NO PRIOR 
I NCAP,CERAT 1011 

AGE 35 OR OVER/I-5 
PRIOR ARRESTS/I-7 
PRIOR INCIIRCERIITIONS/ 
DRUG-ALCOHOl-RELIITED 
OFFENSE 

IIGE 35 OR OVER/NO 
PRIOR ARREST 

AGE 25-29/NO PRIOR 
ARREST/DRUG-ALCOIIOL­
RELIITED OFf-ENSE 

ALL OFFENDERS 

TOTAL CHARGES 

3!j " 

30 

2,,2 

19& 

',0 

375 

97 

fl337 

9.5 0.0 

15. II 0.0 

9." o . 5 

1 I . 7 0.0 

11.11 o . n 

I I . R 0.5 

10. 3 0.0 

I I . 7 7.0 

( 12[,) 

NEW CIIARGE RIITES f-OR CONVICTED OlTENOER5 Itl IOWII 
I ') 7 " - I 'J 7[, 

BY RISK LEVEL CIITEe;ORtZIITIOIJ IJUI-IULR TWO 
ORDeR HIe; BY WE I e;11T[D RillE 

(COll1INlJEO) 

PRO- P[RSOtJS/ PRO-
PERTY- ALL WEIlf'ON5- I'ERTY-
PIIRT I PART I ___ PIIB.LI) PART II 

l.!l 1.11 o • 7 2.2 

0.0 o .0 2.5 0.0 

0.5 1.0 I. I 0.0 

0.5 0.5 0.0 2. (, 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

0.5 I.n 0.3 0.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

R. I 10. I I. " 5.7. 

()Ol) (f,77 ) ( 1,,5) (320 ) 
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DRUG- ALCOHOl- /~ ISCE L-

RE- RE- LANEOUS- ALL ALL WE I GllfED 
LATED l,.11 TED PARt II I'.I\R T II CI..IIIR I.E S RATE 

f) • 2 I, .0 3.3 1 & . I, 18.2 t;. • 2 

0.0 5.1 1.5 10. I 10. 1 7.9 

l,f, 2. I ') . 7 R.5 9.5 7. I, 

0.5 5.7. 1.0 !) • 3 9.8 7.0 

2.5 5. 1 5. 1 I::> • 7 12. 7 6. (, 

... 

0.3 3. 3 2.2 ( •. 1 7. 1 5.3 

2. I, 1.2 (,.0 '1 • () 9. C, 5.0 

\ 3. 7 G.2 7.5 25. 1 35.2 35.2 

(230 ) 08' ) (',f. 3) (1 r,',I) (tlf.S) (21&8 ) P 
k 
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8-LEVEL OFFENDER 
RISK RATINGS 

IN THE PRECEDING TABLE (PP. 32-36), CATEGORIES OF THE 5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM ARE LISTED IN 
ORDER OF THE MAGNITUDE OF THE WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE (LAST COLUMN). TO SIMPLIFY THE PROCESS 
OF OFFENDER SCREENING, 5-FACTOR CATEGORIES ARE GROUPED INTO OFFENDER RISK RATINGS (OR LEVELS) 
- BASED ON THE RANGE OF THE WEIGHTED RATE _ AS FOLLOWS: 

OFFENDER 
RISK RATING 

ULTRA-HIGH RISK 

VERY-HIGH RISK 

HIGH RISK 

HIGH-MEDIUM RISK 

MEDIUM RISK 

LOW-MEDIUM RISK 

LOW RI SK 

VERY-LOW RISK 

RANGE OF 
WEIGHTED RATE 

90.9 TO 153. 1 

67.0 TO 83.1 

49.0 TO 62.4 

40.8 TO 47.2 

29.4 TO 35.0 

18.8 TO 23.9 

13.2 TO 16.4 

5.0 TO 7. 9 

TOTAL 
CASES 

274 

670 

374 

332 

1354 

804 

872 

982 

, 
,. , 

\ 

\ 

., 
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OFFENDER TOTAL 
RISK RATING CASES 
ULTRA-HIGH RISK 274 

VERY-HIGH RISK 670 
; 

11 
HIGH RISK 374 

~I 
j: 

: 1 HIGH-MEDIUM RISK 332 

MEDIUM RISK 1354 

LOW-MEDIUM RISK 804 
I ., 

LOW RISK 872 

. ; 

I: 
VERY-LOW RISK 982 

j- AL L 0 FFENDERS 5662 

j: TOTAL CHARGES 

" " 

I-
; ~ 

'" 

.-

!.-I I 
,-

AVG. MONTHS 
OF SUPER-

NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 
1974-1976 

BY OFFENDER RISK RATING 
5-FACTOR RISK CATEGORIZATION 

PRO- PERSONS/ PRO- DRUG-VISION VIOLENT - PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- PERTY- RE-(MEAN) PART I PART I PART I PART I I PAR.T II LATED 
9.6 11.9 37.0 48.9 8.7 14.6 9.6 

11. 3 5.4 18.7 24.1 5.5 8. 1 6.8 

12 .3 1.6 17.0 18.6 4.2 7.9 5 . 5 

12.0 2 . 7 8. 1 10.8 2. 1 8.7 6.3 

11.8 1.6 7.7 9.3 2.4 4.9 3.7 

12.0 o . 6 4.0 4.6 1.1 4.8 2.5 

11. 1 o . 5 1.7 2.2 1.2 3.0 2.6 

11. 1 0.3 0.4 0.7 0.4 0.6 1.0 

11.5 2.0 8.2 10.2 2.4 5. 1 3.8 

(108) (4 1t 3) (551) (132) (275) (205) 

-39-.« .... "C .. 

~ 

". "', 

" 

ALCOHOL- MISCEL-
RE- LANEOUS- ALL ALL WEIGHTED 

LATED PART I I PART I I CHARGES RATE 
12.8 22.8 68.5 117.4 135. 1 

15.7 15. 7 51.8 75.9 77.5 

6.3 9.9 33.8 50.8 56.1 

6.9 8.7 32.7 43.5 42.1 

if 

3.9 7.7 22.6 31. 9 
II 

32.2 Ii 
Il 
L: 

Ii 
~ 6. 1 4.2 18.7 23.3 20.9 1\ 
" ~t 

i\ 
-I 
>'1 

".. 

3.7 4.8 15.3 17.5 14.5 tl\ ! 
II 
\ 

(I 
3.4 2 . 8 8 . 2 8.9 6.3 .1 

), 

II 
Ii 6.2 7.7' 25.1 35.2 35.2 II 
;I , , 
Ii (336) (416) (1364) (1915) (1915) I' 
P ·t 
! 
! 

11 
{ j 
LJ 

~( 

----
-~----- - .___ ,_ • __ L., -
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CODING INSTRUCTIONS 
5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 

TO OBTAIN THE 5-FACTOR CATEGORY AND CORRESPONDING 8-LEVEL RISK RATING FOR AN INDIVIDUAL OFFENDER, A FORM SUCH AS THAT APPEARING ON THE NEXT PAGE SHOULD BE CODED. 

TO BEGIN, NAME, CASE NUMBER (IF APPLICABLE), AND THE FIVE INDIVIDUAL FACTORS UNDERLYING THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM SHOULD BE 
CODED AT THE TOP LEFT OF THE FORM. EXACT VALUES FOR EACH OF THE ITEMS SHOULD BE CODED (AGE 47, 13 PRIOR ARRESTS, ETC.), 
INCLUDING INDIVIDUAL DESCRIPTIONS OF CONVICTING OR CHARGED OFFENSES. 

THE NEXT STEP IS TO LOCATE THE CORRECT 5-FACTOR CATEGORY FOR THE OFFENDER IN QUESTION. FOR THIS PURPOSE, THE TABLES 
ON PAGES 24-29, WHICH GROUP 5-FACTOR CATEGORIES BY AGE, SHOULD BE USED: 

1. FIRST LOCATE THE TABLE CORRESPONDING TO THE CURRENT AGE OF THE OFFENDER (18-20, 21-24, ETC.). 

2. FIND THAT PORTION OF THE TABLE CORRESPONDING TO THE OFFENDER'S AGE AT FIRST ARREST (IF NOT OF 
CURRENT AGE 35 OR OVER). 

3. FURTHER NARROW THE RANGE, BASED ON THE THREE REMAINING FACTORS, UNTIL THE CORRECT 5-FACTOR CATEGORY IS LOCATED. 

4. WRITE OUT THE SPECIFIED DESCRIPTION OF THE FINAL 5-FACTOR CATEGORY ON THE BLANKS PROVIDED ON THE TOP 
RIGHT OF THE CODING FORM (CATEGORICAL DESCRIPTION). 

AFTEK THE 5-FACTOR CATEGORY IS LOCATED AND HAS BEEN DESCRIBED ON THE CODING FORM, THE ELEVEN NEW CHARGE RATES GIVEN 
FOR THAT CATEGORY SHOULD BE CODED ONTO THE FORM IN THE DESIGNATED BLANKS (UNDER CASE). THESE RATES CAN THEN BE COMPARED 
DIRECTLY WITH CORRESPONDING RATES - TO THE RIGHT - FOR THE TOTAL 6337-MEMB[R STUDY POPULATION TO OBTAIN AN IDEA OF THE 
TYPES OF NEW CRIMES FOR WHICH THE OFFENDER IS HIGHER OR LOWER RISK THAN NORMAL. 

FINALLY, THE WEIGHTED RATE FOR THE CATEGORY SHOULD BE NOTED (LAST OF ELEVEN BLANKS), AND THE 8-LEVEL OFFENDER RISK RATING 
DETERMINED BY CONSULTING THE CHART ON PAGE 37. THE TABLE ON PAGE 38 CAN THEN BE EXAMINED TO GAIN AN APPRECIATION FOR THE RELATIVE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FINAL RATING. 
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NAME 

SAMPLE CODING FORM 
5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 

o· .•.•. , ..... ___ .... _ 

CASE # 
CATEGORICAL DESCRIPTION __________________________________ _ 

CURRENT AGE 

AGE AT FIRST ARREST __________________________________ _ 

NUMBER OF PRIOR ARRESTS 

NUMBER OF PRIOR INCARCERATIONS ______________________ _ 

CONVICTING (OR CHARGED) OFFENSES 

NEW CHARGE RATES 

VIOLENT-PART I 
PROPERTY-PART I 
ALL PART I 
PERSONS/WEAPONS-PART II 
PROPERTY-PART II 
DRUG-RELATED 
ALCOHOL-RELATED 
MISCELLANEOUS-PART II 
ALL PART II 
ALL CHARGES 
WEIGHTED RATE 

CASE 

8-LEVEL RISK RATING ______________________________________ __ 
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ALL CASES 

2.0 
8.1 

10 . 1 
2.4 
5.2 
3.7 
6.2 
7.5 

25. 1 
35.2 
35.2 
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DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION 
5-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 

THE SCORING SYSTEM DESCRIBED ABOVE ESTABLISHES WHAT MIGHT BE TERMED A "DIMENSION OF RISK" AMONG ADULTS CHARGED WITH, 
OR CONVICTED OF, CRIMINAL OFFENSES IN THE STATE OF IOWA. AS A MEANS OF PREDICTING RECIDIVISM·- OR THE RELATIVE PROB­
AB I L IT I ES 0 F SAME - THE 5- FACTOR SCOR I NG SYSTEM I S ONE 0 F T HE MOST ACCURATE AND RE LIABLE DEVE LOPED ANYWHERE I N THE 
UNITED STATES. THE SYSTEM HAS THE ADDED ADVANTAGES THAT IT INVOLVES A MINIMUM OF DATA COLLECTION AND PROVIDES AN 
EXPLICIT METHOD OF OFFENDER CLASSIFICATION. 

FROM AN EXAMINATION OF 5-FACTOR CATEGORIES FALLING IN THE VARIOUS RISK LEVELS 1 AN APPRECIATION CAN BE GAINED FOR SOME 
OF THE MAJOR DISTINCTIONS MADE EXPLICIT IN THE FINAL CATEGORIZATION. IN PARTICULAR, IT SHOULD BECOME APPARENT THAT 
MANY OF THOSE RATED IN THE HIGHER RISK LEVELS ARE YOUNGER OFFENDERS WITH PRIOR RECORDS. IN CONTRAST, MANY OLDER 
OFFENDERS WITH PRIOR RECORDS (EVEN PRISON RECORDS) FALL IN LOWER LEVELS. THIS FINDING RUNS AGAINST THE GRAIN OF 
RECENT SCREENING DECISIONS IN THE IOWA SYSTEM IN THAT OLDER REPEATERS TYPICALLY ARE TREATED MUCH MORE HARSHLY IN 
SUCH DECISIONS THAN ARE YOUNGER COUNTERPARTS. ACCORDINGLY, USE OF A SYSTEM SUCH AS THAT PROPOSED HERE COULD HAVE 
A DECIDED IMPACT ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICY IN THIS STATE, IN ADDITION TO ITS LIKELY IMPACT ON RECIDIVISM. 

IN APPLYING THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM IN SCREENING DECISIONS INVOLVING A JUDGMENT OF RISK, IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED THAT THE 
RISK OF RECIDIVISM IS SELDOM CONSIDERED IN ISOLATION. OFTEN OTHER FACTORS, SUCH AS OFFENSE SEVERITY, RESIDENCE (OTHER 
COUNTY OR STATE, ETC.), OR A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE, MAY BE CONSIDERED IN ADDITION TO RISK. ALSO, THE RISK OF VIOLENCE 
MAY BE JUDGED IN ADDITION TO THE OVERALL RISK OF RECIDIVISM. (THE DETAILED INFORMATION IN THE TABLES CONCERNING TYPES 
OF NEW CHARGES CAN ASSIST IN THIS LATTER DETERMINATION.) 

EVEN AS A VEHICLE FOR ASSESSING RISK, THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM IS FAR FROM FOOLPROOF. IN FACT, THE SYSTEM SHOULD SERVE MAINLY 
AS A "GUIDE" TO RISK ASSESSMENT RATHER THAN AS A REPLACEMENT FOR TRADITIONAL PROCESSES. THE USER SHOULD LOOK FOR OTHER 
FACTORS THAT MIGHT W~IGH AGAINST THE ASSESSMENT BASED ON THE CHOSEN FIVE. OVER THE LONG RUN, HOWEVER, IF THE SYSTEM 
IS USED TO GOOD ADVANTAGE, ITS IMPACT SHOULD BECOME EVIDENT IN THE OUTCOMES OF SCREENING DECISIONS TO WHICH IT IS APPLIED. 
VERY SIMPLY, THE EXPLICIT RISK ASSESSMENT SHOULD "CHANNEL" THE DISCRETION OF DECISION-MAKERS IN THE DIRECTIONS ESTAB­
LISHED BY THE SYSTEM. STATISTICAL MONITORING CAN MEASURE THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE SYSTEM ALTERS PREVIOUS DECISION 
PATTERNS, AND THE EXTENT TO WHICH DECISIONS DEVIATE FROM STRICT RELIANCE ON THE FIVE FACTORS. 

1£ RELATIVELY STRICT RELIANCE IS PLACED ON THE SYSTEM, SUCH AS WITH CUT-OFFS FOR ACCEPTANCE/REJECTION, A PRELIMINARY 
CASE STUDY SHOULD BE CONDUCTED TO DETERMINE THE LIKELY IMPACT OF STRICT RELIANCE ON DECISION OUTCOMES. SETTING THE 
CUT-OFFS AT THE WRONG POINTS, FOR EXAMPLE, COULD LEAD TO A DRASTIC CHANGE IN RATES OF ACCEPTANCE. 

FINALLY, THE SYSTEM REFLECTS CURRENT KNOWLEDGE ABOUT PATTERNS OF RECIDIVISM WITHIN THE ADULT OFFENDER POPULATION OF 
THIS STATE. IN THE FUTURE, BETTER AND MORE REFINED INFORMATION CAN LEAD TO IMPROVEMENTS IN THE SYSTEM. SUCH WILL 
BE INCORPORATED AS IS SEEN FIT. 
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2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 
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2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 
DESCRIPTIVE OVERVIEW 

AS DISCUSSED AT THE ONSET, THE 2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM IS OFFERED AS A SUPPLEMENT TO THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM TO PROVIDE 
FURTHER SUPPORT FOR 5-FACTOR RATINGS AND TO CLARIFY SEEMINGLY ANOMALOUS RESULTS OF THE 5-FACTOR ASSESSMENT. THE 
2-FACTOR SYSTEM IS BASED ON TWO KEY PREDICTORS OF RECIDIVISM AS FOLLOWS: 

CURRENT AGE 
MOST SERIOUS PRIOR JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT 

ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE, THESE TWO ITEMS ARE CAREFULLY DEFINED TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY IN SCORING. 

ON PAGES 49-50, NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CATEGORIES OF THE TWO VARIABLES ARE ITEMIZED. A BRIEF DISCUSSION APPEARS ON 
PAGE 48. 

ON PAGES 52-53, NEW CHARGE RATES FOR SELECTED 2-FACTOR CONFIGURATIONS ARE PRESENTED, AND APPEAR IN GROUPINGS BY 
CURRENT AGE. IN THE 2-FACTOR SYSTEM, THE AGE RANGE 18-20 IS SPLIT INTO INDIVIDUAL AGES (AS OPPOSED TO THE 5-FACTOR 
SYSTEM). A DISCUSSION OF THE GROUPED 2-FACTOR RATES APPEARS ON PAGE 51. 

ON PAGE 55, THE FINAL 2-FACTOR CATEGORIES ARE ITEMIZED, AND ARE LISTED IN DESCENDING ORDER OF THE MAGNITUDE OF THE 
WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE. A DISCUSSION APPEARS ON THE PRECEDING PAGE. 

ON PAGE 56, FINAL 2-FACTOR CONFIGURATIONS ARE GROUPED, ACCORDING TO THE MAGNITUDE OF THE WEIGHTED RATE, INTO 8 OFFENDER 
RISK LEVELS (OR RATINGS). RATINGS RANGE FROM VERY-LOW RISK TO ULTRA-HIGH RISK. FOR EACH RATING, THE CORRESPONDING 
RANGE OF THE WEIGHTED RATE IS GIVEN, ALONG WITH THE TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES SO-CATEGORIZED IN THE STUDY POPULATION. 
DUE TO MISSING DATA, THE OVERALL TOTAL FOR THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM IS REDUCED FROH 6337 TO 5403. 

ON PAGE 57, NEW CHARGE RATES FOR THE 8-LEVEL RATING SYSTEM ARE OFFERED. 

ON PAGE 59, A SAMPLE CODING FORM IS INCLUDED, WITH CODING INSTRUCTIONS ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE. 

FINALLY, ON PAGES EO-61, THE 2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM IS DISCUSSED, AND INTERPRETIVE COMMENTS ARE OFFERED. 
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CURRENT AGE: 

ITEM DEFINITIONS 
2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 

ALL REFERENCES TO "CURRENT AGE" ARE TO THE AGE OF THE OFFENDER AT THE TIME RELEASE WOULD BE 
CONSIDERED. THE FACT THAT STATISTICS PRESENTED BELOW REFER TO "AGE AT PROBATION/PAROLE RELEASE" 
REFLECTS NO MORE THAN THE FACT THAT OBSERVED NEW CHARGE RATES CONCERN PAST PROBATION AND PAROLE 
EXPERIENCE. THE FINAL RATINGS, HOWEVER, CAN BE APPLIED TO OFFENDERS CONSIDERED FOR RELEASE AT 
ANY STAGE OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROCESS. 

MOST SERIOUS PRIOR JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT: 

THIS ITEM REfERS TO THE OFFENDER'S HIGHEST LEVEL OF PRIOR INVOLVEMENT WITH THE JUSTICE SYSTEM, 
AND COVERS BOTH J UVEN I LE AND ADULT I NVO LVEMENTS . LEVE LS OF PR I OR I NVO LVEMENT ARE ON A 9- LEVE L 
SCALE AS BELOW. THE MOST SERIOUS PRIOR JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT OF AN OFFENDER IS THE HIGHEST 
OF THE LEVELS OF INVOLVEMENT APPEARING IN THE 9-LEVEL SCALE. PRIOR INVOLVEMENTS COVER ALL IN­
VOLVEMENTS OCCURRING PRIOR TO THE MOST RECENT ARREST. PRISON TERMS DO NOT INCLUDE RETURNS OF 
PAROLE VIOLATORS ON THE ORIGINAL SENTENCE. 

LEVEL OF MOST SERIOUS PRIOR INVOLVEMENT 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

NO PRIOR ARREST 
ARREST/FINE ONLY (NO PROBATION OR POST-CONVICTION INCARCERATION) 
PROBATION (NO POST-CONVICTION INCARCERATION) 
COUNTY JAIL TERM (NO JUVENILE OR ADULT COMMITMENT) . 
JUVENILE COMMITMENT (NO POST-CONVICTION ADULT INCARCERATION) 
JUVENILE COMMITMENT AND COUNTY JAIL TERM (NO ADULT COMMITMENT) 
ONE PRISON TERM (ADU~COMMITMENT) 
TWO PRISON TERMS 
THREE OR MORE PRISON TERMS 
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SINGLE FACTOR RATES 
2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 

ON THE TWO PAGES TO FOLLOW, NEW CHARGE RATES ARE DELINEATED FOR CATEGORIES OF THE TWO VARIABLES IN QUESTION. 

SINCE PATTERNS ASSOCIATED WITH CURRENT AGE WERE DISCUSSED PREVIOUSLY, WE LIMIT ATTENTION TO THE VARIABLE "MOST 
SERIOUS PRIOR JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT." THE FOLLOWING BASIC PATTERNS EMERGE: 

1. THE FOUR CATEGORIE;S "NO PRIOR ARREST," "ARREST-FINE ONLY," "PROBATION ONLY," AND "INCARCERATION (COMPOSITE)" 
HAVE SUCCESSIVELY HIGHER NEW CHARGE RATES. FURTHER, ALL CATEGORIES OF PRIOR INCARCERATION HAVE HIGHER RATES 
THAN REMAINING CATEGORIES. 

2. THE CATEGORY "ONE PRISON TERM (WITH OR WITHOUT LESSER INVOLVEMENTS)" HAS SUBSTANTIALLY LOWER RATES THAN OTHER 
CATEGORIES OF PRIOR INCARCERATION, AND - IN FACT - LOWER RATES THAN THE "PROBATION ONLY" CATEGORY. 

3. THE CATEGORIES "BOTH OF PRECEDING (COUNTY JAIL TERM AND JUVENILE COMMITMENT)" AND "THREE + PRISON TERMS" HAVE 
THE HIGHEST RATES, AND THE CATEGORIES "JUVENILE COMMITMENT" AND "TWO PRISON TERMS" SIMILAR BUT SOMEWHAT LOWER 
RATES. 

4. THE VIOLENT-PART I RATE IS HIGH FOR THE CATEGORIES "BOTH OF PRECEDING" AND '''TWO PRISON TERMS," AND IS VERY HIGH 
FOR THE CATEGORY "THREE + PRISON TERMS." 

5. THE PROPERTY-PART I RATE IS HIGH FOR THE CATEGORIES "JUVENILE COMMITMENT" AND "BOTH OF PRECEDING," WHICH COVER 
ALL CASES OF A JUVENILE COMMITMENT WITHOUT A PRIOR PRISON TERM. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE PROPERTY-PART I RATE 
IS VERY LOW FOR THE CATEGORY "ONE PRISON TERM." 

5. THE PERSONS/WEAPONS-PART II AND MISCELLANEOUS-PART II RATES ARE HIGH FOR THE CATEGORY "BOTH OF PRECEDING," WHILE 
THE DRUG-RELATED RATE IS HIGH FOR THE CATEGORY "JUVENILE COMMITMENT." 

7. THE ALCOHOL-RELATED RATE IS HIGH FOR THE CATEGORIES "COUNTY JAIL TERM" AND "THREE + PRISON TERfYl,S." 

8. FINALLY, THE WEIGHTED RATE IS HIGHER THAN THE ALL CHARGES RATE FOR THE CATEGORIES "JUVENILE COMMITMENT," "BOTH OF 
PRECEDING," "TWO PRISON TERMS," AND "THREE + PRISON TERMS." 
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TABLE 
NEVi CHARGES RATES FOR COi\jVICTED OFFENDERS IN' I m~A 1 

1974-1976 
BY AGE AT RELEASE Of'J PROBATION/PAROLE 

AVG. ivl0NTHS 
OF SUPER- PRO- PERSONS/ PRO- DRUG- ALCOHOL- MISCEL-AGE AT PROBATION/ TO~ ,.:.,~ VISION VIOLENT- PERTY- ALL \'/EAPONS- PERTY- RE- RE- LANEOUS- ALL ALL I'/E I GHTED PAROLE RELi='P,SE CAS=S PART I P/l,RT I PART I PART 1 1 PART 1 I LATED LATED PART I I PART I I CHARGES RATE2 

18 6S: 11.0 l.1 2l.3 22.4 3.0 7. 4 6.5 5.5 13.4 35.9 58.3 61.5 19 7"0 10.9 2 . 0 11. 9 13. 9 3.6 5.7 5 . 7 7 .7 10.4 33.3 47.2 46.9 
_J 

20 523 1l. 7 2. 1 9. 1 11. 2 1.5 5 . 1 6.9 6.4 8.0 27.8 39.0 37.5 21 - 24 1706 11.6 2 . 5 7.7 10.2 2.8 5 . 8 4.2 4.8 6.8 24.4 34.6 36.0 25 - 29 982 12.7 3 . 1 6.4 9.5 2.0 4.8 2.2 5.4 7.6 22.0 31.5 32.5 30 - 34 ~S3 1l. 8 2 . 3 2.9 5. 3 3.2 5.3 2. 1 5 . 7 7.8 24.0 29.3 27.5 35 - 39 -' ... 10. 9 0.6 4.2 4.8 1.0 4.9 1.3 10.7 3.2 21.1 25.9 22.5 
;; ..., 'v 

40 - 44 ? - ~ 12.6 l.1 2.2 3.3 l.5 2.9 o . 7 7.3 4. Lf 16.8 20.1 17.6 

_ C' .) 

45 - 49 l~S 12. 0 1.0 1.0 2 . 0 1.0 2.6 0.5 9.2 2.6 15.9 17.9 14.4 50+ 3:::; 11.4 0.6 1.0 1.6 0.6 1.9 o . 0 8. 1 1.3 12. 0 13.6 10.7 ALL AGES 6:;:;, 1l. 7 2 . 0 8.1 10.1 2.4 5.2 3.7 6.2 7.5 25. 1 35.2 35.2 
-- , 

TOTAL CHARGES (126) (501) (627) (145) (320) (230) (383) (463) (1541) (.2168) (2168) 

... 

I 
1 NEW CHARGE RATES REFL~CT THE TOTAL NUMBER OF NEW CHARGES PER 100 MAN-YEARS OF PROBATION/PAROLE SUPERVISION. 

2 THE \'IEIGHTED RATE ASS~"'ES A SERIOUSNESS RANKING OF THE SEVEN NEI·I CHARGE CATEGORIES AS FOLLO\'IS: VIOLENT-PART 1
0

4, PROPEKTY-
PART 1=3, PERSONS/WEAPO~S-PART 11=3, PROPERTY-PART 11=2, DRUG-RELATED=l, ALCOHOL-RELATED=l, MISCELLANEOUS-PART 11=1. 
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NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 
1974-1976 

BY MOST SERIOUS PRIOR JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT 
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2-FACTOR RATES 
2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 
GROUPED BY CURRENT AGE 

ON PAGES 52-53 BELOW, 2-FACTOR RATES ARE PRESENTED IN THEIR MOST DETAILED FORM, WITH CATEGORIES GROUPED BY CURRENT AGE. 

THE TABLE CLEARLY ESTABLISHES THAT THE FACTOR "MOST SERIOUS PRIOR JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT" MAINTAINS A STRONG 
ASSOCIATION WITH NEW CHARGE RATES WITHIN INDIVIDUAL AGE CATEGORIES, AND THUS OFFERS SIGNIFICANT ADDITIONAL EXPLANATION 
OF THE VARIATION IN NEW CHARGE RATES BEYOND THAT AFFORDED BY THE CURRENT AGE VARIABLE. 

EVIDENT, ALSO, IS THE TENDENCY TOWARD SIGNIFICANT REDUCTIONS IN NEW CHARGE RATES WITH INCREASING AGE _ WITHIN INDIVIDUAL PRIOR INVOLVEMENT CATEGORIES. 

UNDER THE AGE GROUPINGS 20 AND 21-24, THE CATEGORY "PROB-JUV COMM-CJ TERM" INCLUDES ALL THOSE WITH A PRIOR PROBATION, 
JUVENILE COMMITMENT, OR COUNTY JAIL TERM, BUT WITHOUT BOTH OF THE LATTER, AND WITHOUT A PRIOR PRISON TERM. UNDER AGE 
GROUPING 30-34, THE CATEGORY "PROBATION-INCARCERATION" INCLUDES ALL T~SE ~ITH A PRIOR PROBATION TERM OR INCARCERATION, 
BUT WITHOUT 2+ PRISON TERMS. LIKEWI SE, UNDER THE AGE GROUPING 35+, THE CATEGORY "PROBATION-COMMITMENT" INCLUDES ALL 
THOSE WITH A PRIOR PROBATION TERM OR COMMITMENT, BUT EXCLUDES THOSE WITH 2+ PRISON TERMS AND THOSE WITH A COUNTY JAIL TERM BUT NO COMMITMENT. 
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RISK LEVEL TOTAL 
CATEGORIES CASES 

AGE 18 
NO PRIOR ARREST 283 
ARREST-FINE-PROBATION ONLY 195 
JUVENI LE COMMITMENT 121 
ADULT INCARCERATION 40 

AGE 19 
NO PRIOR ARREST 324 
ARREST-FINE ONLY 134 
PROBATION ONLY 54 
JUVENI LE COMMITMENT 79 
ADULT INCARCERATION 78 

AGE 20 
NO PRIOR ARREST 235 
ARREST-FINE ONLY 146 
PROB-JUV COMM-CJ TERM 143 
CJ TERM AND JUV COMM 26 
ONE PRISON TERM 12 

AGE 21-24 
NO PRIOR ARREST 511 
ARREST-FINE ONLY 343 
PROB-JUV COMM-CJ TERM 424 
CJ TERM AND JUV COMM 60 
ONE PRISON TERM 94 
2+ PRISON TERMS 21 

.. 
~ 

11 I 

" 

TABLE 

. NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 
1974-1976 

BY MOST SERIOUS PRIOR JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT 
AND AGE AT PROBATION/PAROLE RELEASE 

AVG. MONTHS 
OF SUPER- PRO- PERSONS / PRO~ 

VISION VIOLENT- PERTY- ALL WEAPONS-- PERTY-
(MEAN) PART I PART I PART I PART II PART I I 

10.7 0.0 7 . 5 7.5 o .8 2 . 0 
11.4 1.1 26.5 27.6 5.9 7.6 
10.5 3.8 32.3 36.1 1.9 11. 4 

8.7 o . 0 72.7 72.7 7.6 22.7 

10.5 o . Lj 5.6 6 . 0 2 . 8 4.2 
12.0 1.5 6.7 8.2 3.0 5.2 
11. 7 3.8 7.6 11. 4 3.8 3.8 
11. 1 4.2 26.5 30.7 5.6 7.0 

9.1 3.4 35.5 38.9 10. 1 13.5 

12. 1 0.8 5.9 6.7 0.0 2.9 
10.8 2 . 3 7.6 9.9 1.5 4.6 
11. 7 1.4 12. 9 14.3 2.9 5.7 
10.7 21.6 21.6 43.2 8.6 12. 9 
11. 8 o .0 17.0 17.0 0.0 17.0 

11. 1 0.8 3.0 3.8 0.4 4.2 
11. 3 3.4 6.2 9.6 2.8 4.6 
11. 9 2.9 12.6 15.5 3.8 7.0 
12 . 3 1.6 16.3 17 . 9 8. 1 8. 1 
12.4 4.1 10.3 14.4 5 . 1 4.1 
12.5 13.7 22.9 36.6 0.0 27.5 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 

-52-

DRUG-ALCOHOL-MISCEL-
RE- RE- LANEOUS-

LATED LATED PART II 

4.7 2 . 8 7 . 1 . 
6 . 5 5.9 16.2 

12. 3 7 . 6 21.8 
2 . 9 20.9 30.3 

2 . 8 1.4 8. 1 
7 . 5 9.0 6.0 
5 . 7 9.5 11. 4 
7.0 5.6 9.8 
8.5 30.4 32. 1 

3.4 2.5 1.7 
8.4 9.9 14.5 

10.0 7. 9 8,6 
4.3 0.0 5 .. 1 

17.0 0.0 17.0 

1.1 1.7 2.8 
4.6 6.8 6.2 
7.2 8.3 9.8 
8 . 1 6.5 14.6 
3. 1 4.1 12.4 
4.6 9. 1 4.6 

, ~,,,,,,,,,~~,,,~,,--,,,~, 

'. 

-----

... 

\ 

, 

ALL ALL WEIGHTED 
PART II CHARGES RATE 

17.4 24.9 22.7 
42.1 69.7 75.8 

. 55.0 91. 1 95.1 
84.4 157. 1 177.5 

19.3 25.3 24.8 
30.7 38.9 35.5 
34.2 45.6 43.6 
35.0 65 .. 7 77.9 

108. 1 147.0 129.5 

10.5 17.2 17.9 
38.9 48.8 40.9 
35.1 49.4 47.4 

I 30.9 74.1 110.6 
51.0 68.0 62.0 , ... 

I 
\ 

J 

10.2 14.0 14.3 I 
25.0 34.6 35.1 I 36.1 51.6 52.2 
45.4 63.3 65.2 

I 
28.8 43.2 47.1 
45.8 82.4 102.6 

I 
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RISK LEVEL TOTAL 
CATEGORIES CASES 

AGE 25-29 
NO PRIOR ARREST 256 
ARREST-FINE-PROBATION ONLY 231 
COUNTY JAIL TERM 86 
JUVENI LE COMMITMENT 72 
ONE PRISON TERM 108 
2+ PRISON TERMS 48 

AGE 30-34 
NO PRIOR ARREST 125 
ARREST-FINE ONLY 85 
PROBATION-INCARCERATION 143 

1 2+ PRISON TERMS 45 , 
; 
j , AGE 35+ il! 

NO PRIOR ARREST 355 
ARREST-FINE ONLY 212 
PROBATION-COMMITMENT 125 
COUNTY JAIL TERM 108 
2+ PRISON TERMS 128 

ALL OFFENDERS 6337 
t 

I 

TOTAL CHARGES 

,l> 

" ", 

1 I 

, " 

TABLE 

NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 
1974-1976 

BY MO~T SERIOUS PRIOR JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT 
AND AGE AT PROBATION/PAROLE RELEASE 

(CONTINUED) 

AVG. MONTHS 
OF SIJPER- PRO- PERSONS/ PRO-

VISION VIOLENT- PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- PERTY-
(MEAN) PART I PART I PART I PART I I PART I I 

r 

12.7 0.0 2.2 2 . 2 1.5 2 . 2 
12. 9 1.2 4.4 5 . 6 1.6 5.6 
13.8 3.0 10. 1 13. 1 1.0 5 . 1 
11. 4 7.3 19.0 26.3 4.4 7.3 
11.5 6.8 6.8 13.6 1.9 9.7 
11.3 17.7 19.9 37.6 2.2 6.6 

11. 3 0.8 0.0 0.8 2.5 0.8 
10.5 1.3 1.3 2.6 4.0 1.3 
12.4 2 . 0 2.7 4.7 2.7 8. 1 
11. 9 12.4 o . 0 12.4 6.6 8.3 

11.7 0.6 0.3 o . 9 0.3 0.0 
11. 7 0.0 0.5 0.5 o . 5 o . 9 
12.2 0.0 o . 8 0.8 0.8 4.7 
11. 8 0.9 1.9 2.8 1.9 6.6 

9.6 5 . 8 13.2 19.0 5.7 12.5 

11.7 2.0 8. 1 10. 1 2.4 5.2 

(126) (501) (627) (145 ) (320) 
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DRUG-ALCOHOL-MISCEL-
RE- RE- LANEOUS- ALL ALL WEI GHTED 

LATED LATED PART I I PART I I CHARGES RATE 

1.1 1.5 6.3 12.6 14.8 12.7 
1.6 6.0 5.6 20.4 26.0 24.6 
1.0 7. 1 12. 1 26.3 39.4 39.5 
2.9 2.9 5 . 9 23.4 49.7 65.5 
5.8 8.7 15.5 41.6 55.2 53.5 
2.2 2 . 2 6.6 19.8 57 . 4 84.1 

1.7 3.4 3.4 11. 8 12.6 10.8 
1.3 2 . 7 12. 1 21.4 24.0 20.8 
2.7 3.4 6. 1 23.0 27.7 27.4 
4.8 11. 1 17.3 48.1 60.5 62.2 

" fl 

Ii 0.3 3.5 2.3 6.4 7.3 5.4 
o . 0 9.5 0.9 11.8 12.3 7.9 !i 
0.8 13.4 2.4 22.1 22.9 16.1 r, 

2.8 18.8 8.5 38.6 41. 4 30.4 ~ II 
1.9 19.7 6.6 46.4 65.4 69.4 h 

i' 
tl 

3.7 6.2 7 . 5 25. 1 35.2 35.2 h 
n 

(230 ) (383) (463) (1541) (2168) (2168) 
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2-FACTOR RATES 
2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 

ORDERED BY WEIGHTED RATE 

THE TABLE ON THE NEXT PAGE LISTS THE FINAL CATEGORIES OF THE 2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM IN ORDER OF THE MAGNITUDE OF THE 
WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE. IN SOME CASES, THE FINAL CATEGORIES REFLECT COMBINATIONS - ACROSS AGE GROUPS - OF CATEGORIES 
APPEARING IN THE PREVIOUS TABLE. THUS THE 35 CATEGORIES PREVIOUSLY LISTED ARE REDUCED TO 26 IN THE FINAL FORM OF THE 
2-FACTOR SYSTEM. 

ACCORDING TO THE TABLE, THE FIVE CATEGORIES EXHIBITING THE HIGHEST WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

2-FACTOR 
CATEGORY 

18/ADULT INCARCERATION 
19/ADULT INCARCERATION 
20/COUNTY JAIL TERM AND JUVENILE COMMITMENT 
18/JUVENILE COMMITMENT 
20-29/2+ PRISON TERMS 

TOTAL 
CASES 

40 
78 
26 

121 
70 

WEIGHTED 
RATE 

177.5 
129.5 
110.6 

95. 1 
90.3 

THESE FIVE CATEGORIES ARE GROUPED INTO A COMPOSITE CATEGORY DESIGNATED "ULTRA-HIGH RISK." THIS CATEGORY, COVERING 335 
CASES, HAS A WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE OF 110.9. (SEE TABLE ON PAGE 57.) 

OTHER CATEGORIES WITH EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH NEW CHARGE RATES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

2-FACTOR 
CATEGORY 

19/JUVENILE COMMITMENT 
18/ARREST-FINE-PROBATION ONLY 

TOTAL 
CASES 

79 
195 

WEIGHTED 
RATE 

77.9 
75.8 

THESE LATTER CATEGORIES ARE GROUPED INTO A COMPOSITE CATEGORY DESIGNATED "VERY-HIGH RISK," WHICH CONTAINS 274 CASES AND 
HAS A WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE OF 76.0. 

REMAINING CATEGORIES OF THE 2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM ARE GROUPED INTO RISK LEVELS OR RATINGS, ACCORDING TO THE MAGNITUDE 
OF THE WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE, AS INDICATED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE. 
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RISK LEVE L 
CATEGOR IES 

18/ADULT INCARCERATION 
19/ADULT INCARCERATION 
20/CJ TERM AND JUV COMM 
18/JUVENILE COMMITMENT 
20-29/2+ PRISON TERMS 
19/JUVENILE COMMITMENT 
18/ARREST-FINE-PROBATION ONLY 
25-29/JUV COMM (W/WO CJ TERM) 
21-24/CJ TERM AND JUV COMM 
30+/2+ PRIOR PRISON TERMS 
20/0NE PRISON TERM 
20-24/PROB-JUV COMM-CJ TERM 
21-29/0NE PRISON TERM 
19/PROBATION ONLY 
25-29/CJ TERM (ONLY) 
19-24/ARREST-FINE ONLY 
35+/CJ TERM (W/WO JUV COMM) 
30-34/PROB-INCAR/NOT 2+ PRISON 

TERMS 
25-29/ARREST-FINE-PROB. ONLY 
18-19/NO PRIOR ARREST 
30-34/ARREST-FINE ONLY 
20/NO PRIOR ARREST 
35+/PROB-JUV COMM ONLY OR 

ONE PRISON TERM 
21-34/NO PRIOR ARREST 
35+/ARREST-FINE ONLY 
35+/NO PRIOR ARREST 

ALL OFFt::NDERS 

TOTAL CHARGES 

" 

TOTAL 
CASES 

40 
78 
26 

121 
70 
79 

195 
72 
50 

157 
12 

567 
202 

54 
85 

623 
108 

143 
231 
607 

85 
235 

125 
892 
212 
355 

6337 

NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 
1974-1976 

BY MOST SERIOUS PRIOR JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT 
AND AGE AT PROBATION/PAROLE RELEASE 

ORDERING BY WEIBHTED RATE 

AVG. MONTHS 
OF SUPER- PRO-

VISION VIOLENT- PERTY­
(MEAN) PART I PART I 

8.7 0.0 72.7 
9.1 3.4 35.5 

10.7 21.5 21.5 
10.5 3.8 32.3 
11.6 15.4 20.9 
10.9 4.2 25.5 
11.4 1.1 26.5 
11.4 7.3 19.0 
12.3 1.5 16.3 
10.1 6.4 9.9 
11.8 0.0 17.0 
11.8 2.5 12.7 
11.9 5.5 8.5 
11.7 3.8 7.5 
13.8 3.0 10.1 
11.3 2.7 6.5 

'11.8 0.9 1.9 

12.4 
12.9 
10.6 
10.5 
12. 1 

12.2 
11. 5 
11.7 
11. 7 

11. 7 

2.0 
1.2 
o .2 
1.3 
o . 8 

0.0 
0.5 
0.0 
o .5 

2.0 

(126) 

, , 

2.7 
4.4 
6.5 
1.3 
5.9 

0.8 
2.3 
0.5 
0.3 

8. 1 

(501) 

ALL 
PART I 

72.7 
38.9 
43.2 
36.1 
37.3 
30.7 
27.6 
25.3 
17.9 
15.3 
17.0 
15.2 
14.0 
11. 4 
13. 1 

9.3 
2.8 

4.7 
5.6 
5.7 
2.6 
6.7 

0.8 
2.8 
0.5 
0.9 

10. 1 

(627 ) 
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PERSONS/ 
WEAPONS­

PART II 

7.5 
10. 1 

8.5 
1.9 
1.5 
5.5 
5.9 
4.4 
8. 1 
5.7 
0.0 
3.5 
3.4 
3.8 
1.0 
2.5 
1.9 

2.7 
1.6 
1.9 
4.0 
0.0 

0.8 
1.0 
o . 5 
0.3 

2.4 

(145) 

PRO­
PERTY­
PART II 

22.7 
13.5 
12.9 
11.4 
13.4 

7 . 0 
7.6 
7.3 
8. 1 

10.8 
17.0 
6.6 
7 . 0 
3.8 
5 . 1 
4.8 
6.6 

8 . 1 
5.6 
3.2 
1.3 
2.9 

4.7 
3. 1 
0.9 
0.0 

5.2 

(320) 

DRUG­
RE­

LATED 

2.9 
8.5 
4.3 

12.3 
3.0 
7.0 
6.5 
2.9 
8.1 
2.8 

17.0 
7.9 
4.5 
5.7 
1.0 
6. 1 
2.8 

2.7 
1.6 
3.7 
1.3 
3.4 

0.8 
1.2 
o .0 
0.3 

3.7 

(230) 

ALCOHO L-M IS C E L-
RE- LANEOUS- ALL 

LATED PART IIPART II 

20.9 30.3 84.4 
30.4 32.1 108.1 
0.0 5.1 30.9 
7.6 21.8 55.0 
4.5 5.0 28.4 
5.6 9.8 35.0 
5.9 16.2 42.1 
2.9 5.9 23.4 
6.5 14.5 45.4 

17.5 9.5 45.3 
0.0 17.0 51.0 
8.2 9.5 35.8 
6.5 14.0 35.4 
9.5 11.4 34.2 
7.1 12.1 25.3 
8.0 8.0 29.5 

18.8 8.5 38.6 

3.4 
6.0 
2 . 1 
2.7 
2 . 5 

13.4 
1.9 
9.5 
3.5 

5.2 

5.1 
5 . 5 
7 . 5 

12 . 1 
1.7 

2.4 
4.0 
0.9 
2.3 

7 • 5 

23.0 
20.4 
18.5 
21. 4 
10.5 

22.1 
11. 2 
11. 8 
5.4 

25. 1 

(383) (463) (1541) 

ALL WE I GHTED 
CHAR GES RATE 

157.1 177.5 
147.0 129.5 
74.1 110.6 
91.1 95.1 
55.7 90.3 
55.7 77.9 
59.7 75.8 
49.7 65.5 
53.3 65.2 
52.6 64.5 
68.0 62.0 
51.0 50.9 
49.4 50.4 
45.6 43.6 
39.4 39.5 
38.8 35.6 
41.4 30.4 

27.7 
25.0 
25.2 
24.0 
17.2 

22.9 
14.0 
12.3 
7.3 

35.2 

(2168) 

27.4 
24.6 
23.9 
20.8 
17 . 9 

16.1 
13. 1 

7 • 9 
5.4 

35.2 

(2158) 
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8-LEVEL OFFENDER 
RISK RATINGS 

IN THE PRECEDING TABLE (P. 55)? CATEGORIES OF THE 2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM ARE LISTED IN ORDER OF 
THE MAGNI TUDE OF HIE WE I GHTED NEW CHARGE RATE (LAST COLUMN). TO S IMPLI FY THE PROCESS OF OFFENDER 
SCREENING? 2-FACTOR CATEGORIES ARE GROUPED INTO RISK RATINGS (OR LEVELS) - BASED ON THE RANGE OF THE 
WEIGHTED RATE - AS FOLLOWS: 

OFFENDER' RANGE OF TOTAL 
RISK RATING WEIGHTED RATE CASES 

ULTRA-HIGH RISK 90 .3 TO 177.5 335 

VERY-HIGH RISK 75.8 TO 77.9 274 

HIGH RISK 62.0 TO 65.5 311 

HIGH-MEDIUM RISK 43.6 TO 50. 9 823 

MEDIUM RISK 36.6 TO 39.5 709 

LOW-MEDIUM RISK 23.9 TO 30.4 1089 

LOW RISK 13. 1 TO 20.8 1337 

VERY-LOW RISK 5.4 TO 7.9 525 
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TOTAL 
CASES 

335 

274 

311 

823 

709 

1089 

1337 

525 

5403 

NEW CHARGE RATES FOR CONVICTED OFFENDERS IN IOWA 
1974-1976 

AVG. MONTHS 
OF SUPER-

VJSION VIOLENT-
(MEAN) PART I 

10. 1 7.8 

11.3 1.9 

10.9 5.3 

11. 8 3.3 

11.6 2.8 

11.4 0.8 

11.6 o . 6 

11. 7 0.4 

11. 5 2 . 0 

(106) 

BY OFFENDER RISK RATING 
2-FACTOR RISK CLASSIFICATION 

PRO- PERSONS/ PRO-
PERTY- ALL WEAPONS- PERTY-
PART I PART I PART I I PART I I 

33.3 41. 1 4.6 13.5 

26.4 28.3 5.8 7.4 

13.5 18.8 5.7 9.6 

11. 4 14.7 3.6 6.5 

7 . 1 9.9 2 . 3 4.8 

5.0 5.8 1.9 4.8 

2.8 3.4 1.0 3.2 

0.4 0.8 0.4 o .4 

8.3 10. 3 2.4 5 . 1 

(431) (537) (124) (263) 
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DRUG-
RE-

LATED 

7 . 8 

6.6 

4.6 

6.9 

5.4 

3.0 

1.5 

o .2 

3.8 

(197) 
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ALCOHOL- MISCEL-
RE- LANEOUS- ALL ALL 

LATED PART I I PART I I CHARGES 
12.4 20.6 58.9 100.0 

5.8 14.3 39.9 68.2 

10.6 10.,3 40.8 59.6 

7 . 9 10.7 35.6 50. 3 

7 . 9 8.6 29.0 38.9 

4.9 7 . 1 21.7 2/",5 

3.2 3.9 12. 8 16.2 

4.9 1.9 7.8 8.6 

6. 1 7 . 8 25. 1 35.5 

(315) (403) (1302) (1839) 
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CODING INSTRUCTIONS 
2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 

TO OBTAIN THE 2-FACTOR CATEGORY AND THE CORRESPONDING 8-LEVEL RISK RATING FOR AN INDIVIDUAL OFFENDER, A 
FORM SUCH AS THAT APPEARING ON THE NEXT PAGE SHOULD BE CODED. 

TO BEGIN, NAME, CASE NUMBER (IF APPLICABLE), CURRENT AGE, AND THE FIVE INDICATED ASPECTS OF THE OFFENDER'S 
PRIOR CRIMINAL RECORD SHOULD BE CODED AT THE TOP LEFT OF THE FORM. THE EXACT AGE OF THE OFFENDER AND THE 
EXACT NUMBER OF PRIOR PRISON TERMS SHOULD BE CODED. FOR THE FOUR REMAINING ITEMS, A YES/NO INDICATOR IS 

ALL THAT IS NECESSARY, 
USING THE FIVE PR~OR RECORD INDICATORS, THE LEVEL OF THE MOST SERIOUS PRIOR JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT OF 
THE OFFENDER SHOULD BE CODED AT THE TOP RIGHT OF THE FORM. THE DEFINITION OF THIS FACTOR - ON PAGE 47 -

SHOULD BE CAREFULLY NOTED. 
FROM THE CURRENT AGE AND MOST SERIOUS PRIOR INVOLVEMENT FACTORS, THE FINAL 2-FACTOR CATEGORY SHOULD BE 
DETERMINED BY SCANNING THE TABLE ON PAGE 55. WRITE OUT THE SPECIFIED DESCRIPTION OF THIS CATEGORY ON 
THE BLANK PROVIDED ON THE TOP RIGHT OF THE FORM (CATEGORICAL DESCRIPTION). 

AFTER THE 2-FACTOR CATEGORY IS LOCATED AND HAS BEEN DESCRIBED ON THE CODING FORM, THE ELEVEN NEW CHARGE 
RATES GIVEN FOR THAT CATEGORY SHOULD BE CODED ONTO THE FORM IN THE DESIGNATED BLANKS (UNDER CASE). THESE 
RATES CAN THEN BE COMPARED DIRECTLY WITH CORRESPONDING RATES - TO THE RIGHT - FOR THE TOTAL 6337-MEMBER 
STUDY POPULATION TO OBTAIN AN IDEA OF THE TYPES OF NEW CRIMES FOR WHICH THE OFFENDER IS HIGHER OR LOWER 

RISK THAN NORMAL. 
FINALLY, THE WEIGHTED RATE FOR THE CATEGORY SHOULD BE NOTED (LAST OF ELEVEN BLANKS), AND THE 8-LEVEL 
OFFENDER RISK RATING DETERMINED BY CONSULTING THE CHART ON PAGE 56. THE TABLE ON PAGE 57 CAN THEN BE 
EXAMINED TO GAIN AN APPRECIATION FOR THE RELATIVE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FINAL RATING. 
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NAME 

CASE # 

CURRENT AGE 

PRIOR ARREST (Y/N) 

PRIOR PROBATION TERM (YIN) 

PRIOR COUNTY JAIL TERM (YIN) 

JUVENILE COMMITMENT (YIN) 

NUMBER OF PRIOR PRISON TERMS 

8-LEVEL RISK RATING 

NEW CHARGE RATES 

VIOLENT-PART I 
PROPERTY-PAR,T I 
ALL PART I 
PERSONS/WEAPONS-PART II 
PROPERTY-PART II 
DRUG-RELATED 
ALCOHOL-RELATED 
MISCELLANEOUS-PART II 
ALL PART II 
ALL CHARGES 
WEIGHTED RATE 

SAMPLE CODING FORM 
2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 

fl' 

MOST SERIOUS PRIOR JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT (8 LEVELS) 

CASE 
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CATEGORICAL DESCRIPTION 

ALL CASES 

2 • 0 
8. 1 

10. 1 
2.4 
5.2 
3.7 
6.2 
7.5 

25. 1 
35.2 
35.2 
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DrSCUS:N AND rN:p~l:rON 
2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM 

AS DISCUSSED AT THE OUTSET, THE 2-FACTOR SCORING SYSTEM IS NOT RECOMMENDED FOR DIRECT APPLICATION IN RISK ASSESSMENT. 
RATHER, IT CAN PLAY A SUPPORTING ROLE -TO THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM - IN CLARIFYING AND RATIONALIZING RESULTS OF THE 5-FACTOR 
ASSESSMENT. WHERE THE TWO SYSTEMS GIVE RADICALLY DIFFERENT RATINGS, RELIANCE SHOULD BE PLACED ON THE 5-FACTOR SYSTEM. 

PERHAPS THE BEST USE OF THE 2-FACTOR SYSTEM IS TO PROVIDE A CONVENIENT OVERVIEW OF RECIDIVISM POTENTIAL AT A REASONABLY 
REFINED LEVEL, THEREBY ACQUANTING THE USER WITH THE BASIC !1THRUST" OF THE DIMENSION CALLED "RISK." ACCORDINGLY, THE 
2-FACTOR MATERIAL ON PAGE 54 SHOULD BE CAREFULLY STUDIED TO GIVE A "FEEL" FOR THIS DIMENSION. IN PARTICULAR, THE 
DUAL ROLES OF AGE AND PRIOR RECORD, IN ESTABLISHING RISK CAN BE EASILY PERCEIVED FROM THIS TABLE. 
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