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A COMPARISON OF ADMISSION CHARACTERISTICS } duL 27
OF YOUTH AUTHORITY WARDS, 1971 - 1980 :
INTRODUCTION ACOL -

Over the years, the Youth Authority has gathered basic data on the
characteristics of first commitments. The number of items collected and the
methods of collection have varied considerably over the years, and it is not
possible to recapture all of these data in a uniform fashion for comparative
analysis. For instance, in 1974 a new computer system was initiated which
resulted in a change in the type of information collected. Thus, many of the
items in this report have data only for 1974 and subsequent. In analyzing the
data, it is assumed that variations reflect a change in characteristics or
behavior. Where there are known inconsistencies in reporting, there is a

notation to that effect in the Summary of Items. These data were originally

gathered from Referral Documents, Clinic Summaries,vand Initial Home Visit

Data Forms.

The offense categories used in this report consist of the following:

Violent type offenses: homicide, robbery, all types of assaults, violent
rape, and kidnapping.

Property type offenses: burglary, theft (including auto), forgery
and check offenses, and arson.

Narcotic and drug offenses: all offenses related to narcotics and
dangerous drugs.

Welfare and Institutions Code violations: all age-related offenses such

as incorrigibility, truancy, runaway, foster home or county camp

failure, and escape from county camp or juvenile hall. However,

beginning January 1977, further commitments for these offenses,

except escape, were prohibited.

Other offenses: all offensaes not specifically mentioned above.
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G o 2 | HIGHL;GHTS E ‘ SUMMARY.. OF ITEMS

-=~ After decreas1ng to a 1ow of 49 percent Juven11e court comm1tments now e : Sex =0 ; | B | N | %
: are 55 percent Of tota] first adm1ss1ons. , “ The proportion of female first commitments, never a high proportion, nas ;
- Ethn1c m1nor1t1es now const1tute 66 percent of a]] adm1§s1ons to the Youth drcpped“since 1971fwith‘the current figure (4 percent) peingk]ess than half f
Author1ty. Nine years ago, 48 percent of adm1ss1ons were ethnic : ) ) the nunber committed in 1971. ; RN : ’ é
minorities. | | ‘ s Court - ) - _ , ' | ‘ %k

~—- Vio]ent type offenses repreéent‘SO pErcent.of all ccmmitments‘to the Youth In 1976 for the f1rst t1me in Youth Authority history, more wards were‘ 't

Author1ty In 1971, they represented«only 2 percent. y . committed from the;cr1m1nal courts than from Juven11e courts.. This has s1nce ' e 4
o The use or possession of weapons in conJunct1on witn the offense nas returned tovchewmore‘fahiTiar pettern~of the majority of COmm1tments coming s i '
; f]uctuated between 36 and 38 percent in recent years. fron the juvenile ¢OUrts. S ‘ ;‘
-=- The use or possession of a]coho] at the time of the offense 1ncreased from Area~ofﬂCommitment" ,é
10 percent in LQZ;j;o 30 percent in 1977. Over the pasL three years it More then half efﬁali commitments are consistently from Sonthern i

has been rather stable at 26 plus percent. California, ranging from 54 percent in 1972 to the current high of 63 percent.

--- Sixty-eight percent of the wards who were in the job market were, Commitment Offense

: | , "
unemployed at the time of the offense. " The proportion of violent type offenses has climbed steadily from 26

- Most of the wards were 1living in the parental home (74 percent) and about percent in 1971 to 50 percent in 1980 Narcotic and~drng and W & I code

one-third Of the wards came from,cWO parent nomes, efther natural parents ‘comm1tments have“decredsed from 33 percent of theﬁtotal to under 3 percent..f‘

or parent surrogates. Ethnic Groqp '

- Over one-half of the wards hdd family mempers W1th cr1m1na1 records.
L

, Comm1tments of m1nor1ty groups have 1ncreased from 48 percent of the total
--- By far, the maJor prob]ems in the ward's adJustment were negat1ve peer P

to a high of 66 percent. The B]ack ethnic group now has the highest
group 1nf]uences and mental- emot1ona1 prob]ems. :

: proportion at 35 percent.
e '

CMed1an Age . - o IR e

Age at comm1tment has been fairly stab]e w1th a med1an of approx1mate1y 18

years, i
& ) : S . < (A
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- Physical Handicaps

commitment (10 percent).

© School Dropout Status

" Number of Escapes

Wards with prior escapes from custody averaged 15 percent ofhthe total .

‘ comm1hnents. , R A ~ . “ .

Co-offenders

The proportion of commitment‘offenges with more than one youth involved

has been fairly stable at 46 to 51 percent.

Weapons with Offense

From 1971 through 1975 a steadily increasind proportion of,wards either
possessed or used a weapon during the‘commission‘of the current‘offenSe
(peating in 1975 at 39'percent);"0ver the past five years it has fluctuated
between 36-38 percent. v ‘ ‘ |
Alcohol with Offense

The proportion'of wards under the influence of alcohol at the time of the
offense was 26 percent in 1980, the Towest since 1974,

0vera]1 Alcohol Usage -

The proport1on of wards who use alcohol excess1ve1y ‘was about 17 percent ‘

“in 1980.

| Drugs w1th Offense

The proport1on of wards using or possessing some kind of drug at the time !

‘of the commitment offense has averaged about 21'percent,

o

Only a small proportion offWards have a physical disability at time of’t

el

A1most 43 percent were known to have dropped out of school pr1or to

commitment.

Pl
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‘Last Grade Enro]led in School

7 .
D1fferences ACross the years may be a funct1on of report1ng changes. The

more recent figures may be most representative of the population at
comm1tment. In the past five years over 40 percent had terminated schooling
at the tenth grade level or below.

Reading Comprehens1on'

Between 1971 and 1974 reading comprehension was tested by the
Gates-Mach1n1t1e. ;In the fo]low1ng years the reading comprehension was‘tested
by the Test of Adult Bas1c Educat1on (TABE) In these years the mean grade
Tevel was about the seventh grade, The observab]e difference in mean grade
level can be attributed to the change in test ratner than to the reading
ability of the wards.

Arithmetic Reasoning

Between 1971 and 1974 the arithmetic ability of wards was tested by the
ComprehenSiVefTest of Basic Skills. Thereafter, the Testﬂof Adult Basic.
Education (TABE) was used. The mean grade ]eve1'was_about 5.6 in the last

five years.

“Prior Conv1ct1ons or Sustained Pet1t1ons

Beginning in 1978 these data represent on]y conv1ct1ons and susta1ned
petitions. Data for the years 1971-77 reflect all recordedy]aw epforcement or

probat1on contacts. The two cond1t1ons are not comparable.

Median Age at First Prior Lonv1ct1on or Sustalned Petition

Because of the change in the definition of the. preced1ng 1tem, the data

- for 1978 1980 have no comparab111ty with pr1or years.

Pr1or Commltments

%
~In Légd more than 60 percent of -the wards had exper1enced county

- commitments pr1or to their commitment to the Youth Authorjty

&

061781 e e e e 1758-1729B¢f




Med1an Age at F1rst Pr1or Commltment

Fov those wards exper1enc1ng a couhty comm1tment the median age at sucn a

f

comm1tTent was slightly less than 16 years.
I-Level ‘ SEERE : | . , (Nﬁ
Most of the d1fferences observable in this item can be attributed to a

d
changa in the method of making the diagnosis.

e11guon

The proport1on of wards c1a1m1ng either Protestant or Cathollc re11g1ous
prefe ence has remained fairly comstant in recent years. |

Maaod Problem Area
| '
Start1ng in 1974 parole agents were asked to des1gnate the major problem

the;wards experienced while in the community.

o . : _
and/mental or emotional problems predominated.

__p oxgent

/ About two-th1rds of the wards were in the job market at comm1tment.

/
'pprox1mate]y two-thirds of those in the job market were unemployed.

/P 1 acement Before Commitment

A1most three-quarters of the wards were living in the parental -home at the

time they committed the offense leading to Youth Authority admission.

Out-of-Home Placements

Thirty-seven percent of the'wards'had been placed out of the parental home

at some time prior to Youth Authority commitment.

Parental ConfigUration

About one-third of the wards came from two parent homes (either~natura1'or,
subst1tute parents) ; 1 ,
061781 e - 6- | ' 175B-17298cf
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Negative peer group influences .

e

B\

b

Parents‘ Marital Status

. one-half of the wards came from families with cr1m1na1 records.

; Econom1c Aspects of Immed1ate Ne1ghborrood

~ delinquent.

ozl < | e -
; : ; . i : L g\\

Approximately 60 percent of the wards came from homes broken by divorce

separation or death of parents.

R T

Income Level of Home

More than one-half of the wards came from homes with an adequate or’better

than adequate 1ncane.

Family Income from Pub11c Ass1stance

S1xty-two percent of the fam111es received no pub11c assistance.

Cr1m1na1 Record of, Fam11y Members

Almost one-third of the wards had siblings w1th criminal records, and over

RN o T »
B A N A T w
N P N

+ More *han one-ha]f of the wards came from homes where the neighborhood was

considered average or.‘above in maintenance and appearance

De]1nquency Aspects of Immed1ate Ne1ghborhood

Over twoethlrds of the wards 11vedy1n ne1ghborhoods~not considered highly

4
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TABLE 1
- CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1971-1980
(Showing percents of totals)
Total Admissions
Characteristics 1971 {1972 | 1973 | 1974 | 1975 | 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 | 1980
Total first adm1ss1ons........ 3218 |-2728 | 2757 3002 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
MaT@eeureosnseeennonennnnnns 89.57190.8191.9192.9194.7|94.9|95.3|95.7| 95.8]| 96.1
fema]e ..... cevies eeesesssass | 10,5 9.2 8.1 7.1} 5.3} 5.1 4.7 4.3 4.2} 3.9
Courtiee.. esessasesaseiensrrne 3218 | 2728 | 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
JUvenil@eecercenanesones eeee | 51.3153.6(53.1)50.9]|53.7149.3155.,51{58.2|56.5] 55.2
Criminaleeeeesens ceeesseeses (48,7 146.4146.9} 49,1 146.3|50.7 |45.4|41.8|43.5]| 44.8
Area of commitment............ | 3218 | 2728 | 2757 | 3002 | 3404 { 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
Southern Californiacseceesss 55.6 |1 53.7 {59.9|59.6|61.9|58.0]57.4|58.6]|60.7|62.8
Los Angeles..... ceseseess ] 29.8(29.0)35.7|32.3)33.5]|33.5|35.3[36.4|41.3| 42.2
- 9 other counties.ieee.s..| 25.8|24.7124.2127.3}28.4|24.5{22.1]22.2]|19.4] 20.6
San Francisco Bay area......| 24.,5|24.5|20.5|19.8|21.0|23.523.6|22.3|21.0] 19.0
Sacramento Valley.ceevsns ees| 6,21 9.1} 7.3 7.7 7.2 7.6 6.0] 6.0 6.1 5.9
San Joaquin Valley.eeeweswoo | 7.9 7.91 7.4 7.5 6.2! 7.2 8.6| 9.0| 7.9 8.0
22 other countieS.e.eeveeees | 5.8| 4.8 4.9| 5.4} 3.7| 3.7 4.4| 4.1| 4.3 4.3
Commitment offense | 3218 2728 | 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
Violent, type ofienses....... 26,1130.1136.1|39.2({44.8144.3145.1]46.3]47.8] 49.9
Property type offenses......| 34.91 36.8 37.4| 39.0 39.2 | 42.2 | 45.3 | 47.0| 46.2 | 43.5
Narcotic & drug offenses....| 18.8 | 11.8| 9.4} 7.6| 4.5| 3.5| 2.5| 2.4 2.4| 2.3
W& I Code violations.e.ov..| 13.9| 14,1 ] 10.4; 8.8| 5.9} 6.3| 3.6 0.6| 0.3| 0.4
Other offenseS.icieecieaasn. 6.3 7.2| 6.7| 5.4| 5.6! 3.7] 3.5| 3.7| 3.3| 3.9
Ethnic group......;..........; 3218 | 2728 | 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
- White.ieeeeineeianneonenea.. | 52,0 48.6 | 44.5| 47.3| 40.7 | 40.5 | 39.3 | 39.3| 35.3 | 33.7
Spanish speaking/surname....| 19.0| 19.6 | 18.9] 19.8| 21.4 | 23.2'| 25.6 | 26.7 | 28.4 | 28.6
Black..... Cesribeascasensons 25.9129.3}33.9| 30.1 34.433.7132.0{31.7|33.8]35.4
Other.iivece. crusvacersesees 3.1y 2.5¢ 2.7} 2.8 3.5] 2.6] 3.1} 2.3} 2.5 2.3
Median age.........; ..... eaee 18.1]18.0| 18.0| 18.1| 18.0 | 18.2 | 17.9 17.8117.9|17.9
Number of BSCAPeSestrvsanvrsas 3218 | 2728 | 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
None or unknown......... ....] 80.1178.6182.4} 84.5| 82.3|80.8|82.1|84.9|85.9|84.5
One or more...cveececeeeanses| 19.91 21,41 17.6( 15.5| 17.7 | 19.2 | 17.9 | 15.1 | 14.1 | 15.5
CO-0fFeNderseeeseeeeeeeeeeeass | 3218 2728 2757 3002 | 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
None or unknown.....soee.. .++|'53.6| 55.3{ 53.2| 49.7| 51.1|47.849.8|50.9|49.3|48.6
~One or two..eveievenvenneaa | 37.51 37,87 39.61 41.7) 42.1 | 44.3 | 43.3 [ 41.4 | 43.0 | 43.8
Three or MOre€..ceisess Peveee 8.9| 6.9 7.2) 8.6 6.8 7.9 6.9 7.7| 7.7 (7.6
Wéapons with. offense...... we.s| 3218 27287 2757 3002 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
None or unknown....eeeeeses .| 74.21 72.6| 65.5| 63.6| 61.3|62.362.1|63.8|61.5|62.5 "
YeSetieernanenosnnsacnaneens| 25.8] 27.4 34 5| 36.4| 38.7|37.7]37.9(36.2|38.5]37.5
- 061781 -8~ 175B-17298Bcf
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TABLE 1 (Continged)

| CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1971-1980
(Showing percents of totals)

Total Admissions

Characteristics 11971 | 1972 1973 1974 | 1975 | 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 | 1980
Alcohol with offense....... ... | 3218 | 2728 ] 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
None or UNKNOWN...eeeseesess | 90.3 {85.5]82.4170.7|72.0|70.8)69.8|73.2|73.4|73.6
YeS.eererararnne eveneeniess | 9.7 |14.5117.6|29.3] 28.0 29.2|30.2 | 26.8 | 26.6 26.4
Overall alcohol usage..... cv.. | 3218 | 27281 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
None or unknown......... vee. | 21.8122.3]36.5[20.3| 26.7 | 26.7 | 24.5 | 28.8 | 29.7 | 31.0
Slight to moderate..ceceeese 63.4 | 51.51{35.7 | 59.1| 54.0 | 57.5 | 58.4 | 52.4 | 51.6 | 51.8
EXCESSTVeeeeesaavesasncess 14.8 | 26.2 | 27.8 | 20.6} 19.3 | 15.8 | 17.1 | 18.8 | 18. 7117.2
Drugs with offense..eiececasss - - | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
Ngne Or UNKNOWN..eseeasansne - 78.0] 80.1179.8|77.9(78.9|78.879.3
YeSeeeassnassosnaone cessiaee - -122.0)19.920.2 | 22.1 ‘21 i1121.2}20.7
Physical handicaps.....eeess.s | - - 13002 | 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
%g;e or unknowg.... ....... . - -192.3{94.3(89.489.289.5|88.5(90.2
YeSeeeeraanssssanssncnannnns - -| 7.7{ 5.7]10.6{10.8|10.5|11.5} 9.8
School dropout status......... - | 2757 | 3002 | 3404 | 3559 | 3626 | 3776 | 3640 | 3968
No or unEnown.......... ...... - 72.5{63.3|57.2157.454.8145.2|35.3|57.3
YeSeeoasssonsnansos sesescens 27.5136.7|42.8{42.6|45.2 |54.8|64.7 |42.7
Last grade enrolled in school. | 3114 | 2653 | 2659 | 2845 | 3047 | 3305 | 3386 | 3567 | 3453 | 3548
Grages 1201 suunencncnonasass | 21.7120.5 (18,1 |15.8{20.2|16.516.4 |19.2|18.319.7
Grade 10eeeeevevecensesesses |25.9|24.6|25.2 |24.8]| 26.6(26.0|26.4|26.228.7127.0
Grade 1l.cieeeececeancnnnnas 28.8 | 31.4 | 31.3{30.7{32.5]35.035.2|34.9)32.7 | 33.6
Grade 12..... Genisnassennens 17.2|19.1]16.1 {17.7]11.4113.2 14,2 |13.6|13.9 | 12.9
H. S. grad or college....c... 6.4 4.4 9.3|11.0; 9.3 9.3 7f8 6.1 6.4 | 6.8
Reading comprehension | , ' ul
(mean grade Tevel)eeeeveenaaes 8.2 | 8.1} 8.0 8.2} 6.9 7.0 7.0} 7.0{ 6.8] 6.8
Arithmetic reasoning — ‘
(mean grade level).eeeeeeesces 6.4 | 6.2| 5.9| 6.0} 6.5} 6.6 | 6,5 6.7 636 6.5
Prior convictions or , | R
sustained petitionsa/.coeeeasss 3188 | 2712 | 2743 | 2991 | 3205 | 3468 | 3590 | 3743 | 3588 | 3862
NONE.ieeovecasans eesrares .| 2,71 3.5{ 4.4 5.6| 5.3| 7.3 | 7.0|13.6}14.5}15.9
T S veee.. | 27.8122,0117.8125.8{27.7|30.6|30.6|55.561l.160.2
5T vesanes eeeeessneseensess |28.9(24.9|43.5|21.9|22.5(20.9|22.6(19.9|18.618.1
B OF MOPEesveseesssncese vee. | 84,7 149.6|34.3 |46.7 144.5(41.2 139.811.0} 5.8 5.8
Median age-at first prior , ;
convictign or petitiona/...... 14.1 }13.9113.9113.9113.9) 14.2 {14.0{ 14.7 | 14.9 { 14.9 -

a/ Definition changed in 1978.

061781

Formerly titled Prior Delinquent Contacts.
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TABLE 1 {Continued)

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1971-1980
(Showing percents of totals)

< Total Admissions

M
“

EE— e s e s

Characteristics 19711972 1973 | 1974 | 19751 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 | 1980
Prior commitmentS....ooeeesus.. {3188 | 2712 2742 | 2991 | 3205 | 3468 | 3590 | 3743 | 3588 | 3862
NONB.seeeoensesnasnansneosss | 43.4143,0}1 48,9 |48.6|43.3 43.638.1]37.5(35.1]39.0
ONeeevncevacasnnsennanaanscs | 33.2132.2(29.7129.3|32.94 30.0|31.3}30.9{30.6]29.8
TWOeseaoosssssonnsensnsessss | 15.4116.,0} 14,1 | 13.5]|14.9} 15.8}17.0}19.3{20.2|17.3
Three or more..eececesseese.| 8.0 8.8 7.3{ 8.6 8.9|10.6(13.6(12.3{14.1] 13.9
Median age at first prior ‘
commitment......... ceecennsas .| 15.9115.8115.915.9| 15.9| 15.9} 15.7 | 15.6 | 15.6 | 15.7
I-Level...... ceevvniae eeseesss | 2163 | 2316 | 2424 | 2802 | 2472 | 2855 | 2795 | 2849 | 2801 | 2668
I- 2......................... 6.9 5.8} 7.5} 8.0}10.7] 9.4 9.9] 8.3] 9.0} 11.3
I-3iiieaeeeancssesnnasncanss | 45,01 52,5{51,0|51.0]|54.8| 54.5| 57.8]| 59.4 | 60.9| 54.8
1-4 and I- 5........ ..... cens 48 1({41,7141.,5/41.0)34.5) 36.1{ 32.3} 32.3} 30.1} 33.9
RETIGiON.eeeinanasesnnssnesnss | 2854 | 2322 ) 2314 | 2404 | 2550 2725 | 2849 | 2935 | 2161 | 2242
CatholiCieesesasessascananns 43.4142.4|42.8| 45,4 46.7| 46.9| 45.3|48.3146.5| 46.4
Protestant...ccoveveeveseses| 53.3) 54,9 55.0)53.3|51.2} 51.4}52.8]49.0| 52.4 53.4
Otherscesesiessseasansans 3.3| 2.7 2.2} 1.3| 2.1} 1.7| 1.9} 2.7{ 1.1] 0.2
Major problem area..ccececass . - - - | 2456 | 2753 | 2741} 2872 | 3029 { 2733 | 2887
NONB.seeeasenaassossnsane . - - -1 1.2} 1.0 1.6 1.3} 1.0| 0.6 1.5
Employment...coeveecnencaass - - -1 7.1 7.0f 7.4] 5.9] 5.4| 5.1} 6.3
Familyoieiemaveiaanienannns - - -{12.2| 8.4 7.0 8.5{ 8.5 7.5] 7.1
SCho0T.iienonopesonnnnannans| = - -] 3.8} 3.3| 32| 3.3 2.7 2.5( 2.7
Drugs/alcohol..cvesnnss ceees - - -|116.7| 14.2} 14.5| 14.31 14.0| 15.2 | 15,2
“Peer influenceeeeeesssensees - - -137.8142.9( 41.6 42.8( 41.6 | 41.2 | 39.7-
Mental/emotional.ccceeecsses - - -121.2}23.2} 24.7|23.9| 26.8| 27.9] 27.5
Employment....oeevenvennannnnn - - - | 2547 | 2857 | 2840 | 3011 | 3166 | 2801 | 2875
Not in job market..cceeeceans - - -136.5(37.7| 34.2| 36.4] 32.7 | 33.1132.9
Unemployed..evuess cenearine - - - -138.5|41.9| 46.0| 44.2| 45.7 | 43.7 | 45.7
Employed part-time..ceeeeee. - - -{13.4} 12.4| 11.8] 10.0| 11,6 | 12.3 | 9.1
Employed full-time..ceuesess - - -|11.6|/ 8.0| 8.0| 9.4]10.0{10.9} 12.3
Placement before commitment... - - -| 2548 2904 | 2881 | 3033 | 3186 | 2809 | 2899
Parents..............am..... - - -{73.1}73.4]72.4173.6{74.0)73.0}74.2 _
RelativeS.iseceeoeneneans e - - - 8.8| 9.3| 9.4 8.6f 9.1] 9.7(10.1»
Foster/group home.eeseenanns - - -| 6.0/ 5.3} 5.2| 6.5} 6.6] 5.3] 5.2
Independent.,.....q; ..... cees - - -1 12,1} 12.0} 13.0 11.3| 10.3 | 12.0 10.5
Out-of-home placement...cvoess - - -| 2434 | 2740 2724 | 2795 | 2985 | 2605 | 2737
None..oeineereanonnssacennns - - -165.7|68.1| 67.8]| 64.0] 65.2/| 63.4] 63.2
B T - - -116.3] 16.8).15.8} 16.9| 15.6 | 15.9 | 16.8
TWO OF MOr@esseecsvassnes - - - -]118.01 15.1( 16.4 19.1} 19.3{ 20.7} 20.0
.061781 -10-
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TABLE 1 (Continued) - e TABLE 2
CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1971-1980 ‘ = CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1971~ 1980
/ (Showing percents of totals). | (Show1ng percents of totals)
~ Total Admissions ' - Males Only
L , |
~ Characteristics {1971 1972 | 1973 | 1974| 1975 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 | 1980 ' Characteristics 1971 [ 1972 11973 | 1974 | 1975 | 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 | 1980
Parental configuration....... - - - | 2578 2919 2902 | 3068 | 3217 | 2838 2996 - Total first admissions....... 2880 | 2476 | 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814
No parents in home......... - - - 6.1} 4.7f 5.5 6.6| 5.9 5.7} 5.8 s .
One-parent home...ieeessvas | - - -|41.01 44.21 45,1 46.2 46.1| 61.8 62.0 COUPtareereeennncnnnaeennness | 2880 | 2476 | 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814
Two-parent home........ “ras -1 - -152.9}51.1|49.3) 47.2] 48.0| 32.5] 32.2 Juvenile..cueesss cersesas .. | 48.5|51.251.1}49.0|53.2|48.4|55.1|57.6 |56.1|54.7
' , : Criminale....coeuvvueenes. | 61.5|48.8148.9|61.0 |46.8 | 51.6 | 44.9 | 42.4 | 43.9 | 45.3
Parents' marital status...... 3147 | 2686 | 2702 | 2965 | 3128 | 3413 | 3511 | 3627 | 3500 | 3549 . » S A -
o Never marriedeeeccesecusees 6.2| 3.0/ 3.9| 7.6y 5.9} 6.5| 8.9]10.2)12.7}12.1 Area of commitment........... | 2880 | 2476 | 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814
Presently married.......... 35.9| 34.2| 30.7 | 34.5}| 33.1} 31.8| 29.7| 30.0| 28.0 25.7 ~ Southern Californiai....... |55.7|53.9[59.7{60.8 |62.1|58.5|57.8]58.9|61.2|63.0
‘No Tonger married.......... | 57.9| 62.8| 65.4|57.9| 61.0} 61.7| 61.4| 59.8| 59.3 ) 62.2 LOS ANGETES.eeeerenosannnas 30.6 | 30.1 | 36.4 | 33.4 | 34.1 |33.9(35.3|37.041.9|42.3
- , ’ , ’ \ 9 other countieS........... | 25.1|23.8(23.3|27.4{28.0|24.6|22.5|21.019.3]20.7
Income level of home...... iie - - - | 2516 | 2833 | 2801 | 2879 | 3080 | 2724 | 2826 , 1
Less than adequate......... - - -|41.1]43.7) 44.2 | 46.3 | 42.8| 42.7|43.4 ‘ San Francisco Bay area..... | 23.9|24.7 |20.4]19.5|20.9 |23.4{23.4|22.0|20:8|19.1
Adequate...coceeseeencenease - - -|52.3}51.9|51.6|49.5|53.1|52.3| 52.8 ok Sacramentoe.sesieeseas veee. | 6.6 8.9 7.4| 7.2 7.2| 7.4 6.1| 6.1| 6.0| 6.0
More than adequate......... - - - 6-6 4.4| 4.2| 4.2| 4.1} 5.1} 3.8 B | ~San Joaquin Valley........ .| 8.0 7.9 7.4} 7.3 6.1 7.118.5 | 9.0| 7.8| 7.7
; ‘ ‘ g N ‘ g 22 other countics.eeeeensse . 5.8| 4.6 5.0 5.2} 3.7| 3.6 4.2 4.0} 4.2} 4.2
Family income from public . ; , e e : o ' :
assistancesevescsseane Caeaee - - - | 2443 | 2713 | 2706 | 2773 | 2944 | 2586 | 2654 B R T Commitment 0ffense.......ts 2880 | 2476 | 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814
NONE. s veesronnonns RO -l - -166.1|62.6[62.5]|60.5|63.0|63.262.3 o e Violent type offenses...... 27.4 | 31.5 | 37.0|40.1 | 44.9 | 44.3 | 44.8 | 45.9 | 47.4 | 49.6
Less than halfeeeeseseeses. ~ - -|{ 8.0} 9.8} 9.0} 9.0} 9.2| 9.5}10.0 B : Property type offenses..... | 36.5| 38.9 {39.040.0|39.8|42.7|46.0|47.4|46.6 | 43.8
More than halfi............ - - - | 25.9127.6 | 28.5.| 30.5 | 27.8 | 27.3 | 27.7 | e - Narcotic & drug offenses -~ | 18.9|11.4 | 9.0| 7.0 | 4.2| 3.2| 2.3| 2.4| 2.4| 2.3
S ' : ‘ ‘ et W& I Code violations...... [11,2(11.2| 8.5 7.4 | 5.6} 6.3 3.5{ 0.6 0.3] 0.4
Criminal record of fam11y ‘ - : LT Other offenseS.ceceereeess cee 6.0 7.0} 6.5} 5.5 5.5} -3.5| 3.4 3.7} 3.3} 3.9
MEMBErS .« eeen. iebeseania e - - - | 2299 | 2616 | 2568 2652 | 2838 | 2522 (2575 | | ‘ o . ‘ ' -
© None...... hensaenes Ceevens - - - |51.8150.2|51.6|49.0|47.445.7 | 46.6 R  Ethnflc group........ivie..... | 2880 | 2476 | 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814
Parents only......... eeeas - - -1 9.7) 8.7) 8.0} 7.8) 7.6 9.2} 8.9 S ~ White...... wevesesseeesenes | 51,3 47.6 144,21 46.6 | 40.7 | 40.3 | 39.5 | 38.8 | 34.9 | 33.5
S1b11ngs on1y--..~.-;~3n--- - - - |28.632.3]133.0]34.6|34.4)34.0|32.3 Spanish speaking/surname... | 19.5]19.7 |18.1|20.2 |21.4 | 23.4|25.6 | 27.0 | 28.3 | 28.6
BOthaueereneneeencnens cons - - -| 9.9 8.8| 7.4] 8.6|10.6|11.1]12.2 BlacKe.eeen.s veeeesessneses | 26.2130.1]34.130.5{34.3|33.8{31.9{31.8{34.4]35.8
- 1 Other...... ienaeeeiedeen .. | 3.0 2.6| 2.6| 2.8] 3.6| 2.5| 3.0 2.4| 2.4| 2.1
‘Economic aspects'of ; - ; , ‘ : s
immediate neighborhood..... .. - - - | 2523 | 2848 | 2836 ! 2963 | 3123 | 2760 | 2855 Median 3g€..eeeerevesensainns 18.2|18.1|18.1/18.2 18,0 |18.2|18.0|17.8}17.9|17.9
Above average..... csessiaes - - -] 8.0 7.3] 6.9 6.3 6.1 7.8} 7.3 [ : ) ~ o
AVErage,.eeesessessoonassnos v a - |47.7 | 50.0 | 50.1 i 50.3 | 51.4 | 47.8 | 48.5 Number Of @SCapeS............ | 2880 | 2476 | 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814
Below average.......ceueees .- - | -|44.3142.7|43.0143.442.5)44.4 144.2 None OF uUnKnown............ | 79.8|78.2|82.4|84.8|82.2(80.9|81.8|84.6|85.9|84.5
Sk | S R I © One or MOre....... ceeeesess [20.2]21.8117.6] 15,2 [17.8(19.1 | 18,2 |15.4 | 14.1| 15.4
DeTinguency aspects of , . o :
~ immediate neighborhood....... - - - | 2504 | 2823 | 2803 | 2957 | 3119 | 2744 | 2793 CO-OFFENAErS . sanenrenennane. | 2880 | 2476 | 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814
Nondelinquent....ceeaeasss. - - -1 9. 0 6.4 6.6 5.7 5.9| 6.8} 6.9 = None or unknown..... cieeses | 52.5]| 54,4 52,0 49.0{50.9|47.5|49.5|50.7 [749.5] 48.3.
Minimally delinquent..... - - - 2! 25.125.2|22.2 | 24.6 |25.5 |23.6 ONE OF tWOeeeecensneseseass | 38.8|38.7[40.6|42.3|42.6|44.5|43.5]41.6}43.0] 44.2
Moderately delinquent...... - -1 - 35.0{37.136.3{39.4137.436.0 |34.6 Three or mOre.cecessessnses 8.7| 6.9| 7.4} 8.7 | 6.5| 8.0| 6.9| 7.7} 7.5] 7.5
Highly de1inquent..;....... - N 2@ 0]31.4{31.9|32.7]32.1]3L.7 |34.9 v ; ; ‘ ~ , ~ ;
, » Weapons with offense......... | 2880 | 2476 | 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814
Note: Unless 1nd1cated d1fferent1y, responses coded as .unknown were removed o , , None or unknown............ 72.6| 70.9 | 64.3| 62.6 | 60.8|61.7 [ 61.8 | 63.8|61.7] 62.9
. from each item thus accounting for differing, totals. ‘ 5 YeSieeerararsannns veeesees | 27,41 29.1135.7]37.4139.2]38.3138.2]36.2] 38.3 37.1
061781 ‘ , . -11- - : 175B-1729Bcf . 061781 v o -12- R R . 1758-17298¢f
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TABLE 2 (Continued) _
CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1971-1980 k TABLE 2 (Continued)
(Showing percents of totals) |
: . : CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS “TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1971- 1980
Males Only PR (Showing percents of totals)
‘ =T . ~ Males On1
Characteristics 1971 [ 1972 {1973 ;1974 {11975 {1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 | 1980 v y
; ’ ' ‘ ‘ - Characteristics . 1971 11972 {1973 | 1974 | 1975 |1976 {1977 1978’ 1979 980
Alcohol with offense......... | 2880 | 2476 | 2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814 : , : ‘ 1
None or unknown...... crsans - 1'89.7 84,7 181.569.1 |71.2 {69.6 | 69.2 | 72.5|73.0 | 73.3 . -~ — . ’
YeSeietaasasesansnaensesese | 10.31]15.3118.5|30.9 |28.8]30. 4130.827.527.0 | 26.7 Pr&or commitments............ |2855 | 2462 | 2520 | 2780 | 3037 | 3309 | 3423 | 3582 3437 | 3712
e | | | None...... ceeenes seceeccee. 141.0140.1 146.9 1 47.5 | 42,5 |42.8 [37.2 |36.6 | 34.1 | 38.3
Overall alcohol usage........ | 2880 | 2476 {2534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 | 3614 3487 3814 Onec..evenenneeinnnneaas. 134.0(33.6 130.7 |29.8 |33.4 |30.3 31.8 {31.2 |31.129.9
None or unknown............ |19.1120.4135.3.118.826.025.7 |24.528.9}29.7 |31.0 o TWO e uuens sesesesseesensess |16.3 116.8 114.8 114.0 115.0 [16.1 {17.3 [19.7 |20.4 | 17.7
- Slight to moderate......... |64.9(52.4|36.0|60.1 |54.1)58.2|58.3|52.351.652.1 e ~ Three ormore.............. | 8.7| 9.5 7.6 8.7 | 9.1 |10.8 |13.7 |12.5 | 14.4 | 12.1
EXCESSTVeieeeennnnnnsacsnas | 16.0]27.2{28.7 (22,1 {19.916.1}17,2|18.8|18.7 |16.9 S ~ . ,
~ o Sy Median age at first prior ' ‘ ‘
Drugs with offenses.......... - - - 12790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814 e commitment.......oevuuienane. [ 16.3 [16.4 |16.3 | 15.9 | 15.9 | 16.0 15.7 115.5 |15.6 | 15.7
None or unknown... ...... ces - - -175.4179.9{79.878,078.9}78.7179.7 IR TR J A _ ,
R £ cieeees . - - - {24.6 120.1)20.222.0|21.1}21.320.3 R I-%e;ela..... ...... seeeeseen. 1861 | 2127 | 2251 | 2614 | 2359 (2781 | 2702 | 2757 | 2722 2542
; . | R 7.0 6.3 7.8} 81/10.7| 9.5{9.7] 8.1 8.8/11.1
Physical handicaps..eeevevens - - - gg9g ~g§2§ 3371 ggsg gglg 3385 S?lg SniaT 2 % 2...&.i.é. S8 ivessesssre gg g 53.8 | 51.7 | 52.5 | 55.0 {54.5 {58.3 | 59.7 | 61.5 | 55.3
Ne OF UNKNOWN..coseaaeens - - - . . . P an A .. 39.9 140.5 1'39.4 | 34.3 | 36.0 | 32.0 . . .
$22?.?t.?T%??vT... ...... o -1 - -1 6.7 5.7]10.6 |11.0 {10.4|11.2}| 8.2 TR Lo e | 32.2 | 29.7 | 33.6
‘ ; . o , e Religion...... ceresseisraanas 2550 2111 | 2124 | 2230 | 2397 | 2582 | 2732 | 2812 | 2097 | 2196
School dropout status........ | - - 12534 | 2790 | 3224 | 3377 | 3457 | 3614 | 3487 | 3814 e ; Catholic.........vvuuiaun.. [43.8 (42,7 |43.4 |45.7 | 46.9 | 47.3 45.2 | 48.4 146.3 | 46.4
None or unknown............ - -|71.3 | 62.1 |57.5|57.0-{54.7 | 45.4 | 35.5 | 56.8 SR | Protestant................. |53.1 |54.6 (54.3 [53.1 [51.0 |51.0 [53.0 |49.0 |52.8 | 53.4
YeSioeruananns sevesene ceees -| . -|28.6|37.9142.543.0|45.3|54.6|64.543.2 T Othereseeeeenrnneennnnnss {72312 21| 107 18] 261 009 0.2
Last grade enroiled in school | 2794 | 2411 | 2442 | 2647 | 2888 | 3158 | 3230 | 3410 | 3310 | 3450 : 5 B Major problem area........... - - - | 2270 } 2615 | 2596 2737‘ 2902 | 2612 | 2765
Grages e {21.2119.5 /16.9 115.0 | 20.2 | 16.2 | 15.8 | 18.4 | 17.6 | 19.4 L None....... teseerienans vees - - -1 1.3] 1.3 1.6 1.3 1.0{ 0.6 | 1.4
Grade 10..ccveves eesenness 126,21 24,6.125.5|24.7 {26.6 |25.826.2}26.2|28.6|26.9 S ,Emp]oyment...., ............ _ - - -1 771 73] 7.8} 6.1] 5.5 5.2 6.4
Grade 11.. ceevesasenns 29.9131.7 131,56 131.0 |32.4 | 35.6 | 35.8 | 35.5 | 33.0 | 33.8 = . FamiTyeoeseeneinaensn ceeein - - -111.41 8.4 | 6.9 8.4 8.4 7.3} 6.9
Grade 12.......... cevesssss |17.4119.7 116.5 118.1 1 11.3 113.2 114.2 113.9 | 14.2 | 13.1 SR ORE ‘ Lo - - -| 4.0 3.4 3.3| 3.3| 2.8] 25 2.7
H. S. grad or college.. 6.31 4.5} 9.6|11.2| 9.5} 9.2| 8.0/ 6.0 6.6 6.8 R Drugs/aleohole e vens.... -1 -] -]16.2114.214.2|14.2{13.9[15.3[15.2
P ' ‘ R SR : ~5ee€ ;?flugnce 1........... - - - 138.8143.4 142.343.0 (42.441.8 {40.3
Reading comprehension e Y . _ ; ental/emotional.cveacasen. - - -120.6 122.3 [23.9 |23.7 | 26.0 |27.3 | 27.1
(mean gradep1eve1) ......... . (3.1 8.1 8.0/ 8.2 69| 7.0] 7.0 7.0{ 6.8] 6.8 - . 2.7 26.0 |27
, _ R 7 Emp]oynen@..:..............,. - - - | 2360 | 2714 | 2691 | 2871 | 3033 | 2685 | 2758
Arithmetic reasoning _ ; o o Not in job market.......... - - -135.1136.833.3{35.632.0/32.6132.6
(mean grade Tevel)eeeiesenaen | 6.4 6.2| 5.9 6.0 6.5| 6.6| 6.7 ) 6.7| 6.6 6.5 “Unemployed......... ceeeen . - - -1 38.7[42.1 46.4 44,3 (45,7 {43.8{45.5
| | | Employed part-time......... -1 -] -|13.9112.8|12.1]10.4 [11.9 |12.5 | 9.3
Prior convictions or . . ‘ e mployéd full-time......... - - - (12,3 8.3 | 8.2 9.7 (10.4{11.1]12.6
sustained petitionsa/........ | 2855 | 2462 | 2521 | 2780 | 3037 | 3309 | 3423 | 3582 3437 | 3712 , 3 ~ . | ~
NONE . e eeeeeesneesasnnnanens 2,6 3.3} 44} 54) 50| 7.0| 6.8(12.613.7|15.4 Placement before commitment.. - - - | 2365 | 2759 | 2732°| 2897 | 3051 | 2692 | 2788
1"4. ooooooooooooooooo ‘ ooooo 26.4‘ 2114 17.5 25'6 27-2 3004 30.1 55 8 61 3 60-4 Pal\’fentS'-.b-m,.-.'.....o..s,.,. i - - - 74.0 74.1 73‘3 74.1 74.7 73.8 74.8
BT i eiiieiieieane .l | 24,41 24,5 1 43,8 |21.7 | 22.5 [ 20.9 | 22.7 | 20.5 |19.1 | 18.3 Relatives..oeeuieieivanansnn - = =190 93| 9.5 8.7] 9.3] 9.8110.2
8 OF MOrE.ereeraeassnensns . |46.6|50.8|34.3|47.3 |45.3 |41.7 |40.411.1| 5.9 5.9 Foster/group home.......... - - -1.491 48] 45| 6.2| 6.2 4.9 4.9
° o | o ‘ Independent.........,..;... - - -112.1111.8 {12.7|11.0| 9.8 11.510.1
Median age at first prior : ® , o N N A ) ‘ ’ | B ,
conv1nt1gn or pet1t1ona/ ..... 14.3114.1114.0 113.9{13.9{14.2 {14.0 {14.7 1 14.9 | 14.9 Out-of-home placements...s... - - - | 2253 | 2608 | 2578°| 2666 | 2858 | 2496 | 2625
. . 3 None Seessbesseensassaneane -l - - 67-8 6809 68.7 64.6 65.8 64.4 64.0 .
. ' ! ; . £ Oneuoo‘oronnno'o--co-caoc.o.t - - - 1601 16.6 1508 1659 15-4 16 0 16.9 .
a/ Definition changed in 1978. Former]y titled Prior Delinquent Contacts. ‘ Two’or 1110] of - P - - -116,1{14.5|15.5}18.5] 18.8 19.6 {19.1
, - 061781 ! | o | -14- S | ~ 175B-1729Bcf
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.JTABLE 2 (Continued)

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1971 1980 | TABLE 3
(Show1ng percents of totals) .
, : CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1971 1980
Males Only ' o (Showing percents of totals)
. : ; ' , . Fema]es Only
Characteristics: 1971 1972 1973 1974 | 1975 | 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 1980 * ‘
i , Characteristics 1971 {1972} 1973 | 1974 | 1975 | 1976 | 1977
Parental conﬁigdration....... - <|  -|2387| 2774 | 2755 2928 | 3079 | 2718 | 2877 - | ‘ 977 11978 | 1979 | 1980
No parents in home...... oo - - -{ 6.1| 4.6| 5.5} 6.3] 5.7} 5. 71 5.7 | . — — ; ’ ‘
One-parent homME....veeesess - - -140.7{ 44.0)| 47.5| 46.3 45.9 | 61.7 | 61.7 Total first admissions....... 3381 252 223 212} 180 1821 169 | 162 | 153| 154
Two=-parent home..........;. -1 -| -153.2]51.4{47.0/47.4 48.4| 32.6 | 32.6 ; v ‘ | ,
; o , i COUrteeevecenenoasasosasaesss | 3381 2621 223 | 212| 180 | 182 169 162 | 153 | 154
Parents' marital status...... 2818 | 2439 | 2481 | 2755} 2963 | 3258 | 3348 3468 | 3349 | 3404 , Juven11e................... 75.1177.0175.3175.5|63.9|66.5| 54.5{70.4|66.7|65.6
‘Never marriedeceeccesass ees 5.9 2.9! 3.8{ 7.6] 5.5| 6.3} 8.7| 9.8 12,5 11.6 Criminaleceeeesececcaneneses 24,9 123.0124.7124.5]36.1|33.5| 35.5]29.6 33 3134.4
Presently married..ccceceess 37.1134.9} 31.1} 35.1{33.5(32.3|30.0} 30.1 28.1126.1 : = | ; k
No longer married...cceeeee 57.0 | 62.2} 65.1} 57.3 | 60.9 61.4]61.3|60.1}59.4162.3 | - .~ Area of commitment.....e..s.. 338 | 252| 223| 212| 180| 182| 169| 162| 153| 154
, : ) , S ~ Southern California........ |54.4)50.8]62.3145.8|59.4|48.4}47.351.250.3|57.8
Income level of home...ceesse. - - -1 23331 2692 | 2658 | 2750 | 2952 | 2613 | 2716 ETIEE R b Los AngeleS.ceieeesasseness | 23.1117.5128,2118.9123.9|24.7|18.9( 24,1 26.11} 39.6
Less than adequate......... - - -}40.9|43.3|43.8|46.0)42.542.6|43.3 | 9 other counties........... |31.3(33.3|34.1(26.9(35.523.7|28.4}27.1|24.218.2
Adequate..eeesessssassasasce - - _l 52.5|52.3|51.9| 49.8|53.4|52.5[52.9 - | el , 7
More than adequate........- - - -1 6.6) 4.4] 4.3 4.2 4.1} 4.9] 3.8 S | San Francisco Bay area..... |29.3(23.0}21.5}23.1121.7|24.7|29.0|29.6|25.5|17.5
) , R | gacrgmento..é.ii........... ;.2 lé .1} 5.4)13.2) 6.7|11.5| 4.7 4.9| 8.5] 3.3
income from public g “ ’ | | | - ~ San Joaquin Valley...... vee | T, 3| 6.7 9.4| 8.9| 9.3|11.3| 8.7| 9.8/ 14,
Egg;g{ance? ........ ? ....... S - -1 20651 2576 | 2573 | 2646 | 2822 | 2481 | 2551 - | 22 other counties.. coee 5.6 | 6.8 4.2 8.5} 3.3| 6.1 7.7} 5.6 g.g lg.i
NONEeaeosoaoans pesensesoves - - -} 66. g ?éf?. Gg.g 6%.8 Gg.g Gg.g 63.3 RS . . s g . 5
Less than half...... TERRRRY - - - 8. . SRR ommy men offense...coeeseess 338 252| 223} 212 180! 182} 169| 162 153} 1
Mgre tha: ha1f.... ....... . - - -| 25.6|27.1 28.4130.1(27.4127.2}27. 4 . ; Violent type offenses...... |[14.2]16.7]|25.6|26.4|44.5|45.0| 51.5| 54.9 5%?1 55?3
| . L , zrope€§y ;yze off::ses..... ié.g %g.g ig.B 26.4127.2|33.0|32.0}37.0|35.3| 36.4
i 1 record of famil : : : R ‘ . Narcotic rug offenses . 5. .0}15.6}] 9.4] 9.9| 7.7 .1 . .
g;ég;::...? ...... ...m...¥.a‘. - - -| 2122 | 2484 | 2434 | 2526 | 2717 | 2412 | 2475 L - W&TI Code violations...... |37.6 | 42. 4] 32.7)27.4]112.8) 6.6 4.1 %.9 ,'3-3 3_9
1703 1 - TP veeveessanoee - - -1 52.2|50.5]51.9|49.1|47.8}46.0]|46.7 T Other offenses...... Seenense 9.2 8.7] 9.4| 4.2| 6.1} 5.5| 4.7{ 3.1} 3.3| 3.9
Parents only.eceeeececcsoes - - -| 9.6 85| 7.8| 7.84 7.5} 9.2 8.9 R c : ' N )
Sib1ings only.eeeernveonsee o - -1 29.0} 32.5] 33.1 34.9 | 34.4 {34.2|32.2 o ‘ Ethnic group.ceceseseccscenss 3381 252 223| 212 | 180 182 169 162 | 153 | 154 .
BOtHeeeosossacsosnncansases - - -l 9.2 85| 7.2| 8.2)|10.3 10.6 | 12.2 e : Whiteeesoreeoonacasonasne ... | 58,0158.3}48.9{57.6|40.0|43.4| 36.1|49.4|44.4 38.9
: = : Spanish- speak1ng/surname 14.8118.3} 15.2 | 14.6 | 20.6 | 19.8| 25.5| 19.7 | 30.1{ 29.9
Economic aspects of | - Blackeseeeeeneas ceseasss eee 123.1121.4]31.4|24.5}36.1} 32.4| 34.3}| 28.4 | 20.3| 27.3
immediate neighborhood..... .. - - -1 2345 | 2706 | 2693 | 2827 | 2997 Othericeciveeteesaesanannns 4,11 2.0 4.5| 3.3| 3.3} 4.4] 4.1y 2.5| 5.2| 3.9
AbOVE AVerag€....oecescscse - - -\ 7.8} 7.1 7.1| 6.3| 6.3 o , ‘ ; | ; 7
Average....... ceeretenaeaas - - -| 47.8150.3(50.2|50.451.5 Median ag€....... cereeseesses | 16.8}16.7]| 16.9|16.9|17.0| 17.5| 17.5{ 17.3| 17.4| 17.3
Below averagec.. ...... R - - -| 44.4} 42,6 42.743.342.2 v : B | |
Number of, escapes............ 338 252| 223 212| 180 182 169{ 162 153| 154
Delinquency aspects of ; ‘ : - _None or unknown: .....ee.... | 83.4182.9| 82,5/ 80.3| 83.3| 78.6| 88.2| 91.4| 85.6 | 81.2
immediate neaighborhood........ - - -1 2330 | 2683 | 2662 { 2820 | 2992 ~One or mOre.veceseaseessse. | 16.6117,1]17.5¢19.8} 16.7| 21.4| 11.8} 8.6/ 14.4) 18.8
~ Nondelinquent...cceeecsesee - - -1 8.5 6.3| 6.5{ 5.5| 5.8 o | o |
Minimally delinquenta....e. - - -] 26.7]25.2]25.3|22.4}|24.5 Co-offenders.ccessscscescsees 3381 252 223 212 180 182| 169| 162| 153| 154
Moderately delinquent...... f - - -| 35.4136.9{36.3{39.437.8 None or unknown............ | 63.3164.3]66.8/58.0 56.7 53.3| 5.0 56.2| 44.4 56.5
Highly delinguent....e.ssss - - -| 29.4{31.631.9 32.7 31 9 ~ One or twWo..oeevoieaiinnans 26.0 28,6 28,3} 33.0} 31.7| 39.6| 38.5| 35.2| 43.8| 34.4
. Three or more...... cessenes 11071 7. 4,9 9.0{11.6| 7.1| 6.5 8.6]|11.8| 9.1
Note: Unless indicated differently, responses coded as unknown were removed . : . | T
from each 1tem thus account1ng for d1ffer1ng tota1s Weapons with offense....eevss 338} 252 223 212( 180 182|169 162 | 153] 154
B . None or unknown............ |87.9]88.9|78.9|76.9|71.1}73.1| 68.6( 64.8| 54.9| 53.2
| | B R L TR EE PR PR RORP PR 12,111.1) 21.1] 23.3| 28.3| 26.9 31.4| 35.2| 45.1 46.8
1 061781 ' , ~15- : . | ~ N
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TABLE 3 (Cont1nued)

OCHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY 1971- 1980
(Showing percents of totals)

Females Only

Characteristics | 1971 | 1972 {1973 | 1974 11975 | 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 | 1980 .
~ Alcohol with offense......... 1 338| 252 | 223 212 | 180 | 182 | 169 | 162 | 153 | 154
- None or unknown.........".. 95.3 | 93.3 {92.8|90.6 |86.7|93.4 |81.7 |87.7 |81.7 |8l.2
YOS eireetnenienne cesecennee 4.7} 6.7 7.2| 9.4|13.3| 6.6|18.3 112.3}18.3)18.8
Overall a1coh01 USAGCesesesss 338 | 252 223 | 212 | 180 | 182 | 169 | 162 { 153 | 154
None or unknown....... ve... | 44,7 |41.3]50.7|40.139.5|44.5|24.3125.9123).1}28.6
Slight to moderate.. .. |50.9|42.8|32.7|47.2|51.145.1}|60.4|54.352.3|46.1
Excess1ve ........ PRI 4,4|15.9 |16.6 {12.7 | 9.4 |10.4|15.4|19.8 1 17.6 | 25.3
Drugs with Offenses....e..... -l - 212 | 180 | 182 | 169 | 162] 153 | 154
“None or unknown.seeeesessso - - -172.2183.9|79.7176.980.9{81.0(71.4
YeS.eeseonsesanns ‘waeneswees - - 27.8|16.1]20.3[23.1119.1119.0]|28.6
Physical handicapSe.eeesoesse ' - - -| 2120180 | 182| 169 | 162 153 | 154
None or unknown........ e - 93.8 | 96.6 | 90.7 | 93.5 | 87.7 {82.4 | 50.0
YeS.eeeanansssanes ievessnes - -1 6.2} 3.4 9.3| 6.5}[12.3]17.6}50.0
Schoo?l dropout status........ - -] 223} 212 | 180 | 182 | 169 | 162 | 153 | 154
None or UNKNOWN...ceesescoss - -|85.2179.7{51.7164.8 | 68.6 | 43.2 | 30.7 {70.8
Yes................ ..... cee - -114.8120.3148.3135.2|31.4)56.8169.3]29.2
Last grade enrolled in schoo] 320 242 | 217 | 198 159 | 147 | 169 157 | 143 98
Grades 1-9....ceeseesesesss | 26.6]30.6(30.9|26.3[21.4(21.8/27.5|36.3]32.8}30.6
Grade 10....... e eenanes 31.2|24.421.2}26.3|27.0|32.0] 30.8|25.5(30.8]32.7
Grade 1l.ceeueececonncennee 19.4 | 27.7 {29.5|28.3|33.3|23.1{23.1|21.0}24.5123.5
Grade 12....... SRR v... | 15.6]13.2|12.0}11.6|12.6 | 13.614.1| 8.9} 9.1 6.1
H. S. grad or coilege...... 7.21 4.1| 6.4 7.5| 5.7{ 9.5| 4.5| 8.3| 2.8} 7.1
Reading comprehension ) , S 3
(mean grade Tevel).eeeoeeeve. 8.3| 8.3| 8.0| 7.8} 6.8} 7.3| 6.9 7.3 ’6.9 M6‘5
Arithmetic reasoning | | . o ‘ |
(mean grade 1eve1)..a§....,.. 6.6 6.5| 6.3| 5.8} 6.3| 6.8] 6.3| 6.7 6.6| 6.5
‘Prior convictions or A S
sustained petitionsa/........ 333 2501} 222 | 211 | 168 159 167 | 161 151 150
NONE .+ v svvevsennssanannsess | 3.3|.5.2| 5.0 7.1110.1|13.8|31.9]36.0] 33.8|26.7
S S Ceeeenaaes 39.4|27.6|21.2|28.4{35.7|34.6|41.3|48.4|55.6]54.7
T e veesse. | 28.8128.8139.6|24.7| 22.0| 20.8] 18, Ba ' 8.1] 8.6]14.0
8 OF MOreeceseecenns cessarns 28.5|38.4(34.2/39.8]32.2 30.828.2| 7.5| 2.0 4.6
Median age at first prior u , , ] RN _
: ; 14.1113.9113.9113.8114,1}14.0114.2115.0 14:9 14.5

“conviction or petitiona/.....

a/ Definition changed in 1978.

061781

Formerly titled Prior Delinquent Contacts.
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‘ - TABLE 3 (Continued) %
- CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY 1971- 1980 jf
(Showing percents of totals) %
~ Females Only |
Characteristics 1971 | 1972 | 1973 | 1974 |1975 | 1976 |1977 | 1978 |1979 |1980 |
Prior comm1tmen+s............ 3331 250 | 222 211 | 168 | 159 { 167 | 161 | 151 | 150
NONC.eterrsiveionsnesanas ees |63.4172.4 |71.2 |63.0 {57.1 {60.4 |56.3 |57.1 |60.3 |58.0
ONBeeceerisnenssncnannsaees |26.4|17.6|18.9 {23.2 [24.4 |24.5|21.5|24.2 |19.2 |28.0
L T S 8.1} 7.6| 6.8 6.7 |12.5] 9.4]10.2}10.6 |15.2 | 7.3
Three OF MOr€oeeessocsnanes 2.1y 2.4 3.1{7.1 ]| 6.0 5.7{12.0| 8.1 | 5.3 | 6.7
Median age at fikst prior ,
commitment....cveeeeeenceass |15.6 [ 15.6 {15.4 | 15.0 {15.2 | 14.9 | 14.7 | 16.4 |14.9 |15.3
I-Leve]...;,................. 302 | 189 | 173 188 | 113 74| 93 92 79 | 126
N S 6.6 -| 3.5} 6.3|10.6| 2.7 {15.1}11.9(13.915.1
C Ie3iiiiiiieiienaseesessonss | 26,2 137.042.2130.9 [52.2 |55.4 |43.051.1 40.5 |44.4
- I-4 and I-5....0eeen ceeess |67, 2 63.0 | 54.3 {62.8 |37.2 |41.9 41,9 |37.0 | 45.6 |40.5
ReTigion....... ....... .....,;. 304 211 | 190 174 153 | 143 | 117 | 123 64 46
CatholiCessesesaasase eeeees 140.1139.3]35.8142.0 (43.1 |38.5|46.1|45.5(53.1 |47.8
- Protestant..veeeesese ceeses [54.9158.8|62.6 |55.7 |53.6|58.7 49.6 | 49.6 | 40.6 |52.2
" OtherllIO;I'...O'I'OI..E..' 4-9 1-9 1.6 2-3 3 3 2.8 4-3 409 6-3 bl
‘Major problem area...... ceees - - -| 186 | 138} 145| 135| 127 | 121 | 122
None tevescsssdseressescere - - - - - lo4 1-5 0-8 0-8 3-3
Employment..coeecineanrnnes - - -1 0.5 1.4| 0.7 2.2} 1.6| 3.3| 2.5
o Familyeesieeeeesnnoanannans - - -121,0f 8.7 8.9 9.610.2 |12.4|12.3
. SChOOT R R RN RS RN - - - : 1-6 1-4 2.1 3.0 2.4 1-7 2.5
‘ Drugs/alcohol..;.....a ..... g - - -123.1]14,5120.0|17.0|15.7 |13.2 |16.4
Peer influence.eeececevsoes. - - -125.3/34.1{27.6|38.5]|24.4126.4127.0
Mental/emotional..ccieeceens - - -128.5139.939.3|28.2|44.9142.2 |36.0
EMPIOYMENt. vevvusseunsaenunn | =| = - | 187] 143 149| 140| 133 | 116 | 117
Not in job market.......c..” - i - 155.1|54.5]51.0|51.4 49,6 |44.0 | 40.1
Unemployed..ceevesoaessoces - - '~ 134.8 138.5}39.641.4(44.4 41.4 49,6
Employed part-time......... - - -1 6.9 4.2 4.7 2.9} 3.8 7.7} 4.3
Employéd full=time.ceeenoss - - - 3.2 2.8| 47| 43| 2.2| 6.9 6.0
Placement before commitment.. | -| | -| 183| 145| 149\ 136 135| 117 | 111
ParentS.cievieeceaconacanas - - - {60.1 {60.0)56.4|61.857.0|53.9|59.5
ReTatTVES.-. --ooo;oouo-o N b - - 7-1 9.6 764 6-6 502 6.8 8.1
- Foster/group home.... AR - - -120.8[15.2|17.413.2|16.3|15.4 [14.4
Independent..c.eecivecosess - - -112.0 {15.2 | 18.8 | 18.4 | 21.5 | 23.9 | 18.0
Out-of-home placements....... S|f -] -] 181 132 146 129 127 109 | 112
None...... Civeesuasesasne . - - -'139.8 52,3 {51.4|51.2149.6|40.4 {45.5
One..o.-...'...---c-....... . - - - Ig 3' 22;0 16 4 17-0 18.1 12 8 14-3
TWO OF MOrEecoiseasorsasses ‘ - - -140.9125,7132.2{31.8]|32.3|46.8 |40.2
061781 18- ~ 175B-1729Bcf
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Note: Unless indicated differently, responses coded as unknown were removed
from each item thus accounting for d1ffer1ng totals.

\ TABLE 3 (Continued)
\ CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1971-1980
) (Showing percents of totals)
’,':/’ ‘ ’
a Females Only ¢
Characteristics 1971 | 1972 | 1973 1974 {1975 {1976 1977 | 1978 11979 1980 °
~ Parental configuration....... - - -] 191 ) 145 147 | 140} 138} 120 119
No parents in home......... - - -| 6.3} 6.9 7.4{12.1}10.9| 6.7 8.4
One-parent home..cceeesecees - - - {45.0 {46.2 {51.7 {44.3{49.3|62.5|69.8
Two-parent home....oeeseess -1 - -148.7 {46.9 | 40.8 | 43.6|39.8 |30.8|21.8
Parents' marital status...... 329 | 247 | 221 | 210 | 165 155 163} 159 | 151 145
Never married.....cee... oo | 8.8 4.4 5.4 8.6[13.3] 9.7 |13.5]19.5{17.2 | 24.8
Presently married..c..ov.ee | 25.2 127.1 |16.7 | 26,2 } 23.0 ) 21.9}23.925.8|25.2]15.2
No Tonger married.......... |66.0 |68.5|67.9|65.2|63.7|68.4)|62.6 54.7 |57.6|60.0
Income Tevel of home......... - - -1 183 | 141} 143 129| 128 | 111 | 110
Less than adequate......... - - -143.2 | 52.5{51.0 | 53.5 | 50.0 {45.9 | 46.4
Adequate.ciiesiecocsvencnns - - -150.3142.5|46.9|42.6146.9 |46.9 | 50.9
- More than adequate......... - - -| 6.5 5.01 2.1 3.9 3.1 7.2| 2.7
Family income from public N : : :
aSSistance.ceeescessnnnenenas - - - 178 137 133 127 { 122 | 105 103
NONE.veeesvasscsoesassasaas - - - 163.5[56.9|55.6 |51.2|58.2|60.0|47.6
Less than halficeeeoesnenss - - -1 7.3 5.9114.3110.2| 5.7 | 9.5115.5
More than half..ceeeeensnne - - -129.2137.230.1)|38.6|36.1|30.5{36.9
Criminal record of family , |
MEMDErS.eeesveoscscssncannsss - - - 177 132} 134 126 | 121 | 110 | 100
None.vsvesivane cisvee Vessen - - -146.4144,7|145.5|46.0 | 39.7 .
Parents only cetsiee s - - -111.3]112.9112.7 | 8.7} 9.1
Siblings on]y....... ...... . - - - | 23.7 128.8] 30.6 [28.6 |34.7
Botheeeereieneanns cissaneis - - -118.6 }13.6|11.2|16.7 | 16.5
Economic aspects of , R ,
immediate neighborhood....... - - -| 178 | 142 | 143 136 { 126
Above average..eececeseccoss - - -{11.21 9.84 4.2 7.4 1.6
AVerage..ceeeesiscnccsoannas - - -146.1)45.1{48.9|46.3 |47.6
Below average......... eeeai - - -142.7 |1 45.1 | 46.9|46.3 |50.8
De1inquen¢y aspects of , ‘
-immediate neighborhood....... - - - 174} 140 141 137} 127
Nondelinquent.....covuvennn - - -115.,5) 7.1| 8.5|11.7 | 8.7
Minimally delinquent....... - - -129.9123.6(22.7{17.5{24.4
Moderately delinquent...... - - -130.51(40.7 | 36.2 | 36.7 | 28.3
Highly delinquent.......... - - - {24, 1 28.6 | 32.6 32 1138.6
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